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TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  JOHN  POYNTZ,  EARL  SPENCER,  K.P.,  K.G., 

Lord  Lieutenant  General  and  General  Governor  op  Ireland. 

May  it  Please  Your  Excellency, 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  then  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  was 
pleased  to  issue  a warrant,  bearing  date  the  31st  day  of  October,  1878,  by  which  he 
nominated  and  appointed  William  Allen  Exham,  Esq.,  one  of  Her  Majesty’s  Counsel  in 
Ireland ; William  P.  O’Brien,  Esq.,  then  Local  Government  Board  Inspector,  and  Charles 
p.  Cotton,  Esq.,  Civil  Engineer,  Commissioners,  to  inquire  into  the  municipal  boundaries 
of  the  several  cities  and  towns  in  Ireland,  and  to  inquire  and  investigate  whether  the 
boundaries  of  any  of  the  said  cities  or  towns  required  to  be  extended,  limited,  or  other- 
wise altered,  and  whether  the  wards  in  any  of  the  said  cities  or  towns  required  re-ar- 
rangement, and  generally  to  enquire  into  the  municipal  areas  of  the  said  cities  and 
towns. 

His  Grace  was  afterwards  pleased  to  issue  a further  warrant,  dated  the  22nd  of 
February,  1879,  by  which  the  Commissioners  were  authorized  to  inquire  into  the  existing 
incidence  of  taxation  of  the  said  cities  and  towns,  and  the  debts  due  or  owing  by  the 
municipal  bodies  of  the  said  cities  and  towns,  and  charged  on  the  municipal  property 
thereof,  and  the  taxes  payable  by  the  occupiers  of  houses  and  lands  outside  the  present 
municipal  boundaries  of  the  said  cities  and  towns,  and  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
thereof  and  into  the  terms  and  conditions  as  regards  the  incidence  of  taxation,  .and  the 
charge  of  tho  said  debts,  upon  which  the  boundaries  of  any  of  the  said  cities  or  towns 
should  -be  extended,  limited,  or  otherwise  altered. 

Mr.  O’Brien  ceased  to  be  a Commissioner  on  the  14th  day  of  February,  IS 79,  in 
consequence  of  his  appointment  as  a member  of  the  Prisons  Board,  but  up  to  that  date 
he  had  taken  part  in  some  of  tho  inquiries,  and  held  others  by  himself,  and  we  have  his 
authority  for  informing  your  Excellency  that  he  concurs  in  the  opinions  we  have  formed 
as  to  the  extensions  of  the  towns  which  were  visited  by  him,  and  which  are  hereafter 
recommended  and  the  reasons  which  have  guided  us  in  such  recommendation. 

On  the  26th  day  of  June,  1S79,  His  Grace  was  pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  Henry  A. 
Robinson  (who  had  previously  been  the  Secretary  to  the  Commission)  to  be  a Commis- 
sioner. On  the  25th  November,  1881,  the  Commission  was  deprived  of  its  Chairman 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  Exham.  „ 

We  have  now  the  honour  to  submit,  for  your  Excellency  s consideration,  the  follow- 

before  Tiaitinff  any  of  the  towns,  due  publicity  was  given  to  the  intended  proceedings, 
and  on  the  appointment  of  tho  Commission  it  was  intimated,  through  the  medium  or 
the  Dublin  and  local  newspapers,  that  an  inquiry  would  be  held  m every  municipal 
town  and  township  in  Ireland,  and  all  persons  who  were  desirous  of  expressing  them 
opinions  were  invited  to  forward  their  communications  to  the  o&ces  ot  e ommis 
in  Dublin  on  behalf  of  themselves  or  any  interests  represented  by  them.  Urcuiam 
were  sent  to  all  municipal  bodies  requesting  information  as  to  whether  they,  “ 
senting.  the  ratepayers  of  the  town,  were  satisfied  with  the  existing  areas  o P * 

tive  towns,  and  if  not,  to  what  extent,  in  their  opinion,  an ^extension ioi 
the  existing  municipal  boundary  was  expedient,  and  as  to  what  were 


me  existing  municipal  oounaary  was  eApcwouu,  — -----  . , ^ in- 
fluenced them  in  desiring  any  such  alteration.  A copy  of  the  queries  a ascertained  . & 

inquiry  was  sent  to  each  municipal  body.  When  the  Commssioners  1 statistics  toPIReporfc 

the  views  of  the  governing  bodies,  and  had  been  furnished  wi  e ^ Iso.  1 and 

and  the  maps  of  the  different  towns,  and  the  e ectoral  division  m y.^^no^Mch 
situated,  the  first  inquiry  was  opened  in  Drogheda  within  a mon  o - P 

the  Commission  was  issued.  „ «.  . 7 ..  . _0  Tnon+touprl  in 

The  Commissioners  collectively  or  individually  visited  the 
Schedule  E in  Mr.  O’Brien’s  report,  referred  to  in  His 

the  town  of  Arklow  and  township  of  Drumcondra,  which  q^e 

subsequently  to  the  date  of  that  report,  having  received  due  J i and  con- 

smaller  towns  were  visited  by  one  of  the  Commissioners  only,  hut  in  the  arger  an 
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sequently  more  important  towns  and  townships  care  was  taken  that,  as  far  as  possible  tl 
Appendix  inquiry  should  be  held  before  all  the  Commissioners  for  the  time  being.  In  an  Append' 
to  Report  to  this  report  will  be  found 'a  list  of  the  towns  and  townships  visited,  showing  th 
°'  ' dates  at  which  the  inquiries  were  held  in  each,  and  by  whom  such  inquiry  was  held  6 
Of  the  113  towns  and  townships  so  visited,  your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  th 
municipal  form  of  government  may  be  divided  into  four  classes,  as  follows  : 6 


No.  1. — Towns  solely  under  the  Towns’  Improvement  Act  of  1854  (7G). 


Ark  low. 
Athy. 

Ardee. 

Atlilone, 

Antrim. 

Auglinacloy. 

Bagnalstown. 

Balbriggan.  . 

Ballymena. 

Ballymoney. 

Belturbet. 

Ballyskannon. 

Banbridge. 

Bangor. 

Ballybay. 

Ballinasloe. 


Baltina: 

Dron  iore. 

Larne. 

Boyle. 

Enniscovthy. 

Lisburn. 

Carlow. 

Ennis. 

Lurgan. 

Callao. 

Ferinoy. 

Letterkeimy. 

Clonakilty. 

Gorey. 

Limavady. 

Carrick-on-Suir. 

Giltord. 

Loughrou. 

Cashel. 

Holywood. 

Miiiylioroiigli. 

Cavan. 

Killiney  and  Bally- 

Mountmollick. 

Cootehill. 

brack. 

Mullingar. 

Coleraine. 

Kells. 

Miclleton. 

Carrick  macross. 

K insale. 

Naas. 

Castleblayuey. 

Keady. 

Newbridge. 

Clones. 

Killarney. 

Navan. 

Cooks  town. 

Longford. 

New  Ross. 

Castlebar. 

Dundalk. 

Lismoi-e. 

Nenagli. 

Nowtownavds, 

Parsonstown. 

Pnrfcadown. 

Rathkeule. 

Roscommon. 

okibbereen. 

Strabane. 

Tullaiuore. 

Trim. 

Templemore. 

Thurles. 


■Tipperary. 

Titndragee. 

Tuam. 

Westport. 


No.  2. — Towns  solely  under  the  9th  George  IY.,  c.  82  (11). 

Armagh.  I Dungannon.  I Mallow. 

Bandon.  Fethard.  Monaglian. 

Downpatrick. 


Omagb. 

Tralee. 


Wicklow. 

Youglial. 


No.  3.— Towns  and  Townships  under  Special  Acts  of  Parliament  and  the  Acts 
incorporated  with  such  Special  Acts,  respectively  (14). 

Bkctrook.  j Dolkej.  | Enniskillen.  I Kingstown.  1 Queenstown. 

Bray.  Drumcondra.  I Gal  wav  Newrv  ij.h,,  • , 

Clontarf.  | Dung.™  | Kihin  (Hew)  | Sh,  | E't%2. 

No.  4.— Towns  under  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act  of  1840  and  Special  Acts  (12). 

Ikifsst  j Cork.  I Kilkenny.  I Londonderry.  I Wexford 

Camekfergus.  Droglieda.  Limerick.  ' 1 ' 

Clonmel. 


Drogheda. 

Dublin. 


Sligo. 


Waterford. 


Very  considerable  interest  was  taken  in  the  proceedings  at  Dublin,  Belfast  and 
Cork  and  m fact,  m all  the  corporate  towns,  but  in  the  majority  of  the  smaller  muni- 
cipalities the  attendance  at  the  inquiries  was  somewhat  limited.  This  however  mav 

faetthar/henr  T whef.  ,an  “‘“““a  of  *6  boundary  was  advocated  by  the 
fact  that  the  people  residing  outside  the  limits  of  the  township,  although  apprised  bv 

i«>er8.of  tbe  of  the  Commission,  were  not  in ’many  instaS  awm 

that  an  extension  of  the  existing  boundary  was  suggested  by  the  Municipal  Body 
but  m each  case  it  was  intimated  publicly  at  the  inquiry,  that  all  persons  who  would 

forward  ™y  su8?eations  on  t>le  subject,  which 
would  be  duly  considered  and  to  any  communications  so  received,  we  have  iiven  everv 
consideration  and  have  set  forth  such  of  them  as  we  consider  Lcelsarv  for  vom 
Exfllency’s  information  in  the  Appendix  to  this  report.  SSMy  *°r  y°nr 

No.  6. P tl  A ?eParate  report  has  already  been  presented  to  your  Excellency,  in  which  are  stated 

tt  EltSr  °f*i“  *'TO  °f  the  Commission ’ whoinqdred^ into 

tne  Doundaries  ot  Dublin  and  the  surrounding  townships,  and  also  with  resDeot  to  the 
townships  of  Blackroek,  Dalkey,  and  Kingstown.  P 

in  TM^enlieXX^™8’  5*®  Sov.er?in«  b,.oliies  of  fi%-sc™l  announced  themselves, 
Appendix  of  the  exS  a L* J i V hrw!irde' d 1°  tham<  as  being  in  favour  of  an  enlargement 
t0P  Report  but  with  VPrvL  ! * taxation,  as  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report, 

No-  2 • merely  stating  that ' 5°  ?efim?e.  extension  was  specified,  the  Municipal  Bodies 

°plm°"  *ha‘  for  tbe  reasons  hereafter  llluded  to 
whrt  inSrent  and  WaS  ^^irabie,  but  to  what  extent  they  were  some- 

r»erSy  ulwkri  ^ u attbe  m<ltliries  tends  to  ‘lit  they  were 

riX  toobse3ftatl,Tw  ® reS“lt  °f.any“t™™n  would  bo.  It  is,  however, 
th?  question as few  cases  in  which  serious  consideration  had  been  given  to 
mostq^eMv1nto  fll  th  6vldenoe’  the  Municipal  Bodies  had  "entered 

rPVoro^’th:ltte  detads  Wmg  °n  tbe  resuits  to  te 
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The  effect  of  an  extension  of  the  boundaries  resulting  as  it  would  somewhat  differently 
in  towns  constituted  under  special  Acts  and  the  9th  of.  George  IV. , chapter  82,  from 
those  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  we  will  proceed  to  remark  lirst  on  the  towns 
which  have  adopted  the  provisions  of  the  latter  statute  solely,  comprising  seventy-six 
of  the  municipal  towns  in  Ireland. 

Much  apprehension  was  expressed  at  some  of  the  earlier  inquiries,  lest  extern  lands 
when  brought  within  an  extended  boundary,  would  come  under  the  designation  of 
townparlcs  and  accommodation  lands,  and  that  thus  the  occupiers  might  lose°the  ri edits 
with  respect  to  them  which  they  had  under  the  existing  laws.  The  Commissioners 
refrained  from  giving  any  expression  of  opinion  on  this  head,  but  the  evidence  was 
tendered  in  almost  every  instance,  on  the  supposition,  on  the  part  of  those  who  gave 
it  that  the  extension  would  not  result  in  any  interference  with  existing  rights. 

The  first  question  that  presented  itself  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners 
was,  what  general  principle  should  guide  them  in  fixing  the  boundary  of  a town,  or  in 
other  words,  in  fixing  the  area  which  should  contribute  to  the  charges  of  its  maintenance. 

Property  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a town  derives  a benefit  from  it  depending  on 
varying  circumstances,  but  in  all  cases  distance  from  the  town-proper  forms  a 
preponderating  element.  It  would  be  impossible  to  fix  in  any  case  a distance  where 
such  benefits  began  or  ceased,  but  the  practical  limits  may  generally  be  estimated 
without  difficulty. 

We  beg  to  refer  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  M'Carthy  Downing,  which,  we  think,  well  Stibbereen, 
expresses  these  principles,  as  follows  : — That  for  a certain  distance,  varying  from  a mile  P-  33> 
to  two  miles  round  each  of  the  towns,  the  occupiers  of  residences  derived  exceptional  Ev'  “*• 
advantages  from  the  proximity  of  those  residences  to  the  town  ; that  the  owners  of  land 
within  the  same  area,  derived  a rent  from  them  very  much  in  excess  of  what  lands  £v  44  45, 
of  a similar  quality  would  produce  at  a distance  of  three  miles  or  more  from  the  town; 
that  the  occupiers  of  these  lands  were  enabled  to  pay  this  increased  rent  from  the  fact  of 
the  lands  being  so  closely  approximate  to  the  town,  and  being  able  to  sell  their  produce 
from  day  to  day  in,  and  to  the  residents  of,  the  town ; that  the  occupiers  were  able  also  to 
procure  quantities  of  manure  for  the  necessary  cultivation  of  those  lands ; that  the  persons 
occupyingthe  houses  and  lands  within  the  above  area  largely  took  advantage  of  and  used  the 
town, and  availed  themselves  of  its  accommodation  and  advantagesfor  marketing,  shopping, 
attending  their  places  of  worship,  going  to  railways,  sending  their  children  to  schools,  and 
any  other  advantages  which  were  afforded  by  the  town  to  its  own  inhabitants ; that  the  gv.  24. 
lighting  of  the  town  was  considerably  for  their  advantage,  and  in  fact  in  some  instances 
it  was  alleged  to  be  of  more  use  to  them  than  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  themselves  ; 
that  it  was  for  their  advantage  that  the  town  should  be  kept  in  a healthy  and  cleanly 
manner  as  they  used  it  so  largely,  and  while  doing  so  must  of  necessity  diave  caused 
injury  to  the  streets  of  that  town,  and  entailed  additional  expense  on  the  funds  which 
had  to  be  provided  for  keeping  it  in  proper  order.  It  was  contended  that  for  these 
advantages,  they,  who  derived  such  benefit  should  contribute  something  to  the  rates  of 
the  town,  and  that  the  entire  of  these  advantages  should  not  be  provided  for  them 
exclusively  at  the  cost  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  town  itself.  . 

The  persons  to  be  affected  by  any  proposed  extension  on  the  other  hand  in  most 
instances  based  their  opposition  on  the  ground  that  they  objected  to  it,  and  nad  no 
right  to  be  brought  into  the  town  or  put  under  taxation  against  their  own  cogent,  and 
they  insisted  that,  as  a large  majority  in  most  cases  of  the  persons  to  be  affected  by 
any  extension  were  opposed  to  it,  we  should  not  propose  any  such  extension,  lhey 
further  stated  that  they  derived  no  benefits  from  the  town,  which  were  not  more 
than  compensated  by  the  advantages  which  the  town  derived  from  them  that  it  was 
they  who  principally  kept  up  the  town  by  spending  their  money  amongs  P 

keepers,  and  they  ulged  that  it  would  be  unfair  for  them  to  be  made  P^y  “j‘hmg 
towards  the  taxes  of  the  town.  It  was  contended,  m cases  where  the  roads  of  the 
town  were  managed  by  the  Grand  Jury,  that  the  ratepayers  0 ® , 

fairly  make  any  complaint  as  to  the  use  of  those  roads  by  par  ics  o ^ levied 
inasmuch  as  their  repairs  were  paid  for  out  of  the  Grand  fss'  , in.,  afore 

in  common  on  the  occupiers  outside  as  well  as  on  the  ratepayers  0 a,  similar 

were  not  kept  exclusively  at  the  expense  of  such  ratepayers  ^ 
argument  applied  to  anything  that  would  cause  expense  on  oser  j T & 
otherwise ; this  argument  lould  apply  to  the  majority  of  the  to^s  as  the  ro^ 
at  present  are  only°in  a very  few  cases  in  the  hands  of  the , SXtho' uses  outs™ 
further  in  many  places  stated  by  extern  residents,  that  they  a . u ■ unfair 

the  existing  boundary,  so  as  to  secure  exemption  from Wren .^thirtito 
now  to  include  therein  an  extended  area  which  would  involve  them  m “™i°ed  triv  Si 
A further  objection,  which  we  have  already  afruded  to  was  raised . jariy  in 


the 


inquiry 


which  though  not  strictly  within  the  scope 


Commission 
b 
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to  inquire  into,  we  think  it  right  to  bring  under  your  Excellency’s  notice.  Our 
attention  was  called  to  the  provisions  of  that  portion  of  the  Land  Act  of  1870,  which 
exempts  townparks,  &c.,  from  its  operation,  and  it  was  objected  in  many’  places 
by  the  occupiers  of  lands  which  were  sought  to  be  brought  in,  that  if  an  extension 
took  place  which  embraced  their  lands,  they  would  lose  the  benefits  which  thev 
had  by  law  under  that  Act,  The  objectors  were  informed  that  in  all  such  cases^ 
although  we  had  no  power  to  offer  any  recommendation  on  the  subject,  we  would 
take  especial  care  to  report  to  your  Excellency,  that  their  evidence  was  in  almost  every 
instance  given  on  the  supposition,  that  any  proposed  extension  embracing  their 
lands  would  not  result  in  any  interference  with  existing  rights.  Indeed,  had  we 
not  taken  the  evidence  on  this  assumption,  we  are  satisfied,  that  not  only  would 
such  evidence  have  been  withheld,  but  that  the  Municipal  Bodies  would  them- 
selves in  the  mfl.irvrifv  nf  efiaoa  Tim-o  • « 


uccu  wu-uiituu,  uui.  cnat  xne  municipal  isociies  would  them- 
selves in  the  majority  of  cases,  have  declined  recommending  any  extension  of  the 
existing  areas  which  would  bring  in  lands,  and  make  them  liable  to  any  such 

consfinnftnp.es  • the  +lrio  it. . i i ■ 


aic‘li5  'v,uuu  wuuiu  uring  in  ranas,  ana  liiaxe  tnem  liable  to  any  such 
consequences  ; the  observations  in  this  paragraph  apply  to  the  lands  within  and 
without  all  the  towns  and  townships,  the  subject  matter  of  this  Report. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  we  have  hereafter  recommended  that  all 
Lands  inside  the  present  municipal  areas,  and  those  in  the  extended  areas  as 
proposed  by  us,  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  regards  taxation  ; and  it  will 
pe  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature  how  far  any  different  rule  can  be  adopted 
m relation  to  the  two  classes  of  land,  under  the  Land  Acts  or  in  any  other  respect. 

Another  objection  was  made  to  any  extension  in  most  of  the  towns  under  the 
municipal  Corporations  Act,  and  in  many  of  the  larger  towns  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act  of  1S54,  to  the  effect  that  the  districts  proposed  to  be  brought 
in,  were  to  be  considered  as  purely  rural  districts,  and  not  as  suburban  ones,  or 
districts  at  present  largely  built  on  or  likely  to  be  built  on  ; and  it  was  contended 
that,  having  regard  to  the  decisions  of  Select  Committees  of  the  Houses  of  Lords 
and  Commons  on  private  bills,  brought  in  by  municipal  bodies  in  England  and 
Scotland,  for  the  extension  of  their  boundaries,  we  should  not  recommend  any 
extension  of  existing  areas  which  would  have  the  effect  of  bringing  in  such  rural 
detects  Instances  were  stated  to  us  in  which  it  was  contended  that  such 
.elect  Committees  had  refused  any  extension  which  would  bring  in  districts  of 
. kT  ,C^Cter  as,  tl;osf'  'Vlth  which  we  had  to  deal.  We  have  ca?efully  considered 
outside* its'Trea"'  als' ’ that  grounded  on  not  bringing  into  existing  townships  persons 

outside,  its  area  against  their  consent,  and  we  have  declined  to  give  effect  to  or  to 
entertain  these  objections  on  the  following  grounds 

The  members  of  the  Select  Committee,  in  pursuance  of  whose  report  his  Grace’s 
warrant  was  issued  to  us,  had  before  them  in  successive  sessions  of  Parliament  th» 
j!!fw10n  °rtl0Ca  \ ia*atlorVn  Ireland.  Wo  assume  that  they  were  aware  of  the 
od  " ^n!fcC‘nC0?mittef  rnferred  t°-  and  had  they  COIlsid«rcd  that  the  question 
Sink  that  WaS  “ 8,Iement  ln  our  ““Weration,  we  cannot  but 

fhlmo  i , , lnt™ato?a  would  have  been  given  to  us  on  that  point  They  had 

^^i^g'^ar^^^imld^sbYm6!1106  1 Sh,°Wed  tha?  in  many  cases  P^ies  living  outside 

S residence  IhL?  \°  be  br0?Sht  mto  “""icipal  areas,  adjacent  to 

?1“7“  or  lands  occupied  by  them;  and  we  can  hardly  imagine  that  if  the 

ha“  ever  reerentmsterr8611*  T ‘0  dete™!lle  question, ^uchfn  inqui.y  woSd 

ofthe^arei^a^al^ilio^the  ^ ^^^^v^^nl^tnhe^ecteifby1  anjpextension 

SifbrfZtte’ Select Commlhe^^^6!0^36^11  jP™* ^ o(7h?hte  MnButb 


* Section  16,  sub-section  2nd  “ A „ „ „„  i " " ' ' 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  coufd  best  be  carried  ^ d®sira^le  111  almost  all  the  corporate  towns, 
boundaries  of  the  English  Parliamentary  BornmS  w fh  , V °ommisslon  like  that  which  settled  the 
of  such  a Commission  wouM  ^e  way  for'  a rT  f M Rf°™  BilL  The  Mediate  appointment 

Ireland.  Their  functions  should?^  coute  Slid  to  ^ *6  Mu“ciPal  Institutions  of 

’ Se>  CXtend  aU  town5  111  ^ch  Municipal  bodies  of  any  power  exist. 
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1.  That  all  lands  within  the  present  boundary  of  a town,  and  those  within  a certain 
distance  outside  it,  varying  with  the  circumstances  of  each  town  and  its  immediate 
neighbourhood  are  exceptionally  valuable  from  their  proximity  to  the  town,  and  that 
the&  landlords  of  such  lands  derive  a rent  much  larger  than  what  lands  of  a similar 
quality  would  produce  if  situated  farther  off,  or  not  so  circumstanced. 

2.  That  the  tenants  or  occupiers  of  such  lands  are  enabled  to  pay  this  increased  rent 
solely  in  consequence  of  their  situation,  and  the  advantages  thereby  derived  by  them  from 
the  daily  sale  in  the  town  of  their  produce  aud  otherwise. 

3.  That  the  occupiers  of  residences  within  a like  distance  also  derive  exceptional 
advantage  from  their  proximity  to  the  town,  and  use  it  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
occupiers  of  similar  houses  within  the  existing  area. 

4.  That  many  of  these  advantages  are  supplied  to  such  occupiers  of  houses  and 
lands  outside  the  existing  area  at  present  at  the  exclusive  cost  of  the  ratepayers  of 
the  town,  which  cost  is  increased  by  the  use  made  of  the  town  by  the  occupiers  of 
such  houses  and  lands.  In  nearly  all  the  towns  lighting  is  at  present  supplied  to  the 
extremity  of  the  township  boundary,  and  in  many  instances  water  at  high  pressure  is 
also  supplied.  In  many  cases  also  the  towns  are  scavenged  at  the  expense  of  the  rate- 
payers, much  in  excess  of  the  work  done  by  the  Grand  Jury  contractor. 

5.  That  a number  of  gentlemen  of  position  and  farmers  of  a superior  class  live  within 
a short  distance  of  the  present  boundaries  of  most  of  the  towns,  and  that  it  would 
be  most  desirable  that  such  parties  should  become  voters,  and  eligible  as  members 
of  the  Municipal  Body,  and  thereby  have  a voice  and  interest  in  the  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  the  town. 

6.  That  within  a like  distance  there  is  a large  population,  and  it  is  desirable  that 
they  should  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  magistrates  acting  in  or  for  the  town. 

7.  That  in  several  of  the  towns  in  this  class  some  of  the  public  institutions  and  build- 
ings are  outside  of  the  present  area,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  list : — 


Public  Institutions  or  Buildings  outside 
Name  of  Town.  present  Boundary. 

Antrim,  . . Workhouse  and  Railway  Station. 

Aughnacloy,  . Fever  Hospital. 

Ballymena,  . Workhouse. 

Coleraine,  . Workhouse  and  Hospital. 
Castleblancy,  . Workhouse  and  Hospital. 

Clonakilty,  . Pier  for  landing  sea  sand. 

Clones,  . . Workhouse  and  Hospital. 

Cookstown,  . Workhouse  and  Hospital. 

Ennis,  . . Railway  Station  and  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Gorey,  . . Workliouso. 

Kells,  . . Workhouse. 


Public  Institutions  or  Buildings  outside 
Name  of  Town.  present  Boundary. 

Iiinsale,  . . Workhouse. 

Longford,  . Workhouse. 

Lismore,  . . Railway  Station  and  Workhouse. 

Maryborough,  . Lunatic  Asylum. 

Mullingar,  . Lunatic  Asylum  and  Workhouse. 

Nans,  . . Salims  Railway  Station. 

Navan,  . . Workhouse. 

Rathkeale,  . Workhouse. 

Skibbereen,  . Workhouse. 

Trim,  . . Railway  Station  and  Workhouse. 

Tuam,  . . Workhouse. 


And  we  consider  it  desirable  that  in  each  case  these  institutions  and  buildings  should 
be  within  the  township  boundary,  even  though  the  income  of  the  town  might  not 
be  materially  increased  thereby.  . , , 

8.  That  a judicious  administration  of  municipal  affairs  is  necessarily  a matter  ot 

convenience  which  would  be  experienced  as  much,  or  nearly  as  much,  by  the  -occupiers 
of  houses  and  land  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  town  as  by  the  ratepayers 
themselves,  and  that  the  residents  within  a limited  distance  from  the  town  are  directly 
interested  in  any  further  improvements  which  the  Commissioners  would  be  enableu  to 
carry  out  by  means  of  an  increased  revenue.  , „ , , . r . 

9.  That  at  present  it  would  not  be  possible  to  extend  all  the  advantages  of  the  present 

municipalities  over  the  entire  of  the  new  areas  proposed  to  be  embraced,  and  we  have 
had  regard  to  this  fact  in  fixing  the  extension  of  the  areas,  an 

distribution  of  taxation  which  we  submit  for  your  Excellency  s consideration. 

10.  In  most  cases  the  boundary  suggested  to  us  was  that .of euktto  fiom  some 

central  point  in  each  town,  and  varying  in  extent.  Th  P pvf>n  portions  of 
boundary  would  have  the  effect  of  subdividing  farms  and  ho  mgs,  reco?rusin°-  its 
houses  would  have  to  be  assessed  for  municipal  purposes,  so  > . , ° • a°few 

desirableness  on  principles  of  equity,  we  were  compelled  oa  it  would  entail 

cases  hereinafter  referred  to)  on  the  score  of  the  lnconvemen  other  well  and 

and  in  its  stead  we  have  adhered  as  nearly  as  possible  to  owi  recommended 

permanently  defined  boundaries  in  the  selection  of  the  extended  areas  as  recommended 

Acting  on  the  opinions  which  we  have  above  ^PaTthe  townrundeTthe^Towns 
recommend  an  extension  of  the  existing  boundaries  in  -vr  , alld  Strabane. 

Improvement  Act,  save  those  of  Ballinasloe  Cashel,  New! 

in  which  it  is  not  in  our  opinion  desirable  that  any  extens  ^ g 
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In  all  the  other  towns  in  this  class  (seventy-one  in  number),  we  have  come  to  th 
conclusion  that  an  extension  of  the  existing  boundary  is  desirable,  and.  with  respect  t* 
sixty-seven  towns  of  the  seventy-one,  in  marking-  it  out  on  the  maps  which  accom° 
pany  this  report,  we  have  adhered,  as  fully  as  possible,  to  townland  or  other  well-defined 
existing  boundaries,  such  as  public  roads  or  watercourses,  ancl  in  cases  where  we  could 
not  obtain  such,  we  have  adopted  a line  drawn  between  well-defined  and  recognized  ex 
isting  marks.  With  respect  to  the  remaining  towns  in  this  class  (four  in  number)  we 
have  been  compelled,  for  convenience  sake,  to  adopt,  as  a boundary  line,  a circle  draw 
from  a point  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  this  circle  we  have 
shown  on  the  map  of  each  of  those  towns,  viz.  : Dromore,  Keady,  Navau,  and  Trim 
We  do  not  recommend  any  extension  of  the  present  boundary  of  the  town  of 
Cashel.  No  rates  have  been  levied  there  since  it  was  placed  under  the  Towns’ Improve 
ment  Act,  as  it  has  ample  property  to  cover  any  expenditure  necessary  in  the  town 
and  the  Town  Commissioners  are  the  owners  of  the  property  extending  for  a consider- 
able distance  beyond  it,  as  trustees  for  the  inhabitants  of  Cashel  for  the  time' 
bemo-  ; and  with  respect  to  the  towns  of  Ballinasloe,  Newbridge,  Nenao-h  and 
Strabane,  we  consider  that  the  present  boundary  could  not  be  usefully  extended  or 
altered  save  that  we  have  lessened  the  inner  area  for  full  taxation  in  Ballinasloe  and 
Nenagh,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  hereafter  made. 

We  had  next  to  consider  the  manner  in  which  we  should  bring  before  your  Excel- 
lency s notice,  the  existing  boundaries  of  the  towns  in  this  class,  with  the  altera 
trous  we  suggest.  When  they  were  originally  fixed  under  the  Towns’  Improve- 
ment Act  of  1854  they  were  published  in  the  Dublin  Gazette,  and  set  out  by  then  exist- 
ing metes,  bounds,  and  descriptions.  We  found  it  to  be  very  difficult  in  many  cases 
and  impossible  in  some  to  fix  the  present  boundaries  from  their  descriptions  in  the  then 
Gazette  notices,  owing  to  several  of  the  fences,  bye-roads,  marks,  and  houses  therein 
Appeared.  From  the  constant  changes  in  fences  and  bye-roads 
this  difficulty  would  be  probably  increased  from  year  to  year  in  the  future.  In  most 
cases  the  Town  Commissioners  had  maps  showing  the  boundaries  of  their  towns 

i 0,1  .-0r  “Tf?1  ?ears’  and  tlle  rat03  llad  been,  from  time  to 
Wb%WW  wlthoVt  question  within  the.  areas  specified  in  such  maps  respectively. 
We,  therefoiu,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  most  facilitate  your  Excellency  m 
considering  our  report,  and  those  who  may  hereafter  have  to  legislate  on  the  subject  if 

ot  thePscve  Tf’  T apPded-  ,t0  tIlk  rePort>  showing  the  existing  boundaries 

- 7ns  m *“  class  Wlth  the  “te»sioa  of  the  boundaries  which  we 

propose  m cases  where  we  have  recommended  extension 

• maJked  tk?  listing  boundary  of  each  town  with  a green  line,  and  the 

increased  boundary  with  a red  line.  If  the  new  boundaries  thus  recommended  bv 
hrS2tUtoS  meet  wrih  the  approval  of  your  Excellency  and  the  Imperial 

at  a ly  C?pled  °n  maps  PrePared  at  tIla  Ordnance  Survey  Office 

at  a small  cost,  and  in  that  event  we  would  suggest  to  your  Excellencv  that  when 

eSyt^J!r^’iSe^^lrbefdSrtted  W‘th  tlle  MunioiPal  Bod/at  their  in 
simh  town  is  shna  ed  i °f  *■  6 Pe/°e  ?*  his  offioe  in  thc  couaV  ia  which  each 

Town  fUert  f ,ed  ■ ™d  tkat  ,°°PIes  of  such  maps  purporting  to  bo  signed  by  the 
Town  Clerk  of  each  town,  or  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Peice,  should  be  received  fs  conclusive 

ss:  saiKsif;  ",  Ms  is,-;: 

to  rby  SvfnTbele  vrn? rfb/  ^ &Ce“en<*-  or  tlwse  whose  duty  i*  will  be  so 

tairi  ° Sder  Y0‘;?r°FeCtl?in  ™h-  *hiS  qUestion  of  “tension  thf  all  impor- 

ment  Act  of  1854  (17  and  IS  Vic  ^ UU<3er  th®  ToWns  ImProve' 

be  levied  in  townships  under  that  Actwal  Is  lmProve“entf te  which  could 

the  Act  with  resnect  to  wi i-pt-  uji  , ^ , m,^e  Pound,  where  the  enactments  of 

mentsas’towate^bad^^t^een^donted^vbde^b^+n  p0und  wl“re  «“* 

“ all  lands  used  as  d2?d  Sectlon  » was  provided  that 

gardens,  or  nursery  grounds  and  all  ° &r°und  only,  or  as  woodlands,  or  market 

Sny  towing  path  Zo ™fw  USfd  “ ? ““f-  t 
powers  of  any  Act  of  Parliament  fnr  ,L  d a radway  constructed  under  the 
proportion  of  one-fourth  part  onlv  oftlif.  nveyance  shall  be  assessed  and  liable  in  the 

la  instance:' TOm!  ° f^atffig  r,esPectiTeK 

we  presume  rt  bad  been  found  to  be 
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0 by  the  44th  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1874,  and  which  provided  that  where, 
"a  any  town,  in  which  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  (Ireland),  1S54,  was  in  force,  the 

1 rovisions  of  that  Act  with  respect  to  water  have  been  adopted,  the  amount  of  any  assess- 
ment under  section  60  of  the  said  Act  may,  notwithstanding  the  limitations  in  the  said 
section  contained,  amount  to  but  shall  not  exceed  the  rate  of  2s.  in  the  pound.  This 
clause  was  re-enacted  by  tire  228th  section  of  the  Public  Health  (Ireland)  Act,  1878,  so 
that  the  maximum  amount  of  the  :i  Improvement  Rate”  is  now  2s.  in  the  pound  in  the 
class  of  towns  mentioned  in  that  section. 

We  are  satisfied  from  the  evidence  given  before  us  that  rates  payable  in  the  proportion 
of  one-fourth  by  the  classes  of  property  mentioned  in  the  62nd  section  above  referred 
to  are  insufficient,  and  we  consider  that  one-half  rates  should  for  the  future  fairly  be 
mid  in  respect  of  those  classes  of  property.  We,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  classes 
of  property  comprised  within  the  62nd  section  shall  be  assessed  and  liable  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one-half  part  of  their  net  annual  value  respectively,  and  that  the  rate  be 
divided  between  the  landlord  and  tenant  on  the  same  principle  as  the  Poor  Rate  is  now 
divided.  The  effect  of  this  would  he  not  to  increase  the  taxation  on  the  occupiers  of 
those  classes  of  property  (save  in  the  cases  where  the  occupiers  and  owners  were  the 
same  persons),  but  to  make  the  owners  who  derive  such  real  advantages  from  the  situa- 
tion of  their  property,  contribute  a fair  share  towards  the  taxation  of  the  town,  which 
makes  their  lands  thus  exceptionally  valuable  to  them.  In  recommending  the  divi- 
sion of  the  rates  -we  are  further  acting  on  the  recommendation  contained  to  that  effect 
in  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  with  respect  to  the  towns  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act  the  principle  of  differential  taxation  was  adopted  between  houses  and 
the  classes  of  property  mentioned  in  the  62nd  section  of  that  Act,  and  we  -recommend 
that  a similar  principle  should  also  be  adopted  with  regard  to  the  houses  in  the  outer 
area  hereinafter  alluded  to,  and  all  the  classes  of  property  comprised  within  the  62nd 

section  above  mentioned,  which  may  be  included  within  the  new  boundaries  which  we 

suggest  to  your  Excellency.  It  would  not  be  always  possible,  except  at  a great  loss,  to 
mve  to  the  entire  area  of  a township  the  full  benefits  and  advantages  which  are  at 
present  enjoyed  by  the  ratepayers  within  the  town  proper.  We  have  therefore 
fixed  an  inner  area  for  full  taxation  and  an  outer  area  for  differential  taxation  of  houses 

and  buildings.  m . . , , , . 

We  recommend  that  if  in  time  to  come  the  Town  Commissioners  are  able  to  give  to 
the  occupiers  of  houses  and  buildings  in  the  outer  area,  or  any  district  thereof,  the  full 
advantages  and  benefits  at  present  enjoyed  and  claimed  by  the  ratepayers  of  the  mnei 
area,  Book  occupiers  should  thenceforward  pay  the  full  Improvement  rates  from  time 
to  time  to  bo  levied  in  the  town  ; and  if  any  dispute  were  to  arise  as  to  whether  or  not 
such  full  advantages  were  afforded  to  them,  it  could  be  referred  to  a suitable  appellate 

tnin  mder  to  show  at  a glance  the  area  within  which  the  differential  rate  should,  m our 
opinion,  he  paid  by  houses  and  buildings,  we  determined,  noth  respect  to  each  of  the 
towns  in  this  cl.ass,  the  portion  which,  in  our  opinion,  should  derive  the  full  beneht 
and  advantages  with  respect  to  lighting  and  otherwise  and  we  have  m““d  “at 
trict  with  a blue  line  on  the  maps  above  referred  to.  We  recommend  that  all  hovaes 
and  buildings  within  that  disteict  (other  than  any  which  may  at  pr sent  be  exempt 
by  law  from  taxation)  fdiall  pay  the  full  Improvement  rate,  and  that .all [such .houses 
and  buildings  outside  the  blue  lino  shall  only  pay  half  rates,  and  that  all  the  classes  o 
property  mentioned  in  the  62nd  section  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  whether  w ithm  or 

without  the  blue  line,  shall  pay  half  the  Bagnalstown,  Baffinasloe, 

In  eleven  towns  in  this  class,  viz.—  Ailtlow,  Den  , » we  have 

Loughrea,  Naas,  Nenagh,  Parsonstown,  Rathkeale,  Temp  e , smore_Lwe  have 

lessened  the  area,  within  which  full  taxation  is  to  be  pai  . allowed  the 

increased  the  same  area,  and  in  the  remaining ^wns Z 
present  boundary  to  remain  as  that  of  the  area  foi  , A 

aap  in  each  case  will  si 

We  have  limited  our 


map  in  each  case  will  show  at  once  these  boundaries  in  each  town. ^ rate  to  the 
We  have  limited  our  recommendation  as  to  the  payment  of  a dr tteientuu  m 
improvement  rate,  payable,  under  the 


m respect  of  sanitary  rates,  payable  withm  a to  J recommendation  in  this  respect 
within  the  extended  boundary  proposed  by  us.  n ...  and  ievying  of  the  rates 
is  carried  out,  it  would  necessitate  an  alteration  in  e Improvement  Act,  as 

in  towns  which  are  Urban  Sanitary  Districts  and  and  i the  Juwns  p the 

the  improvement  and  sanitary  rates  should  be  kept  sepai  ate.  v 
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improvement  rate  the  entire  or  the  moiety  of  the  rates,  as  the  case  might  be,  should  b 
paid,  but  the  full  rates  should  be  paid  on  all  property  in  respect  of  the  sanitary  rate.  Th'6 
would  place  the  payment  of  the  sanitary  rate  in  the  urban  and  rural  sanitary  distriof8 
on  the  same  footing.  J ccs 

Our  reason  for  the  recommendation  contained  in  the  last  paragraph  is  caused  bv  th 
present  state  of  the  law,  to  which  we  have  to  call  Your  Excellency’s  attention,  viz  to 
the  difference  in  the  law  at  present  existing  with  respect  to  the  payment  of  sanitary 
rates,  in  urban  and  rural  sanitary  districts,  as  it  will  materially  affect  all  classes  of 
property,  which  are  at  present  in  a rural  sanitary  district,  and  which,  if  our  recom- 
mendation is  carried  out,  will  in  the  cases  of  towns  which  are  urban  sanitary  authorities' 
be  brought  within  those  authorities.  At  present  in  an  urban  sanitary  district,  the  sani- 
tary rate  is  included  in  the  improvement  rate,  which  the  occupier  pays,  without  bein» 
entitled  to  deduct  any  part  of  it  from  his  landlord,  while  in  the  rural  sanitary  district 
the  occupier  pays  the  sanitary  rate,  but  is  entitled  to  deduct  half  from  his  landlord 
on  the  same  terms  as  his  poor  rate.  If  the  law  was  to  remain  as  it  is,  the  occupiers 
of  all  property  by  being  transferred  from  the  rural  to  the  urban  district,  might  lose 
by  such  transfer,  a considerable  benefit,  while  occupiers  of  the  same  class  of 
property  would  be  on  a different  footing  in  towns  which  were  in  a rural  sanitary 
district.  In  both  cases  the  lands  and  other  property  are  valued  on  the  same  principle 
and  are  equally  valuable  to  both  the  landlord  and  tenant,  and  therefore  it  would  appear 
to  us  that  there  should  not  be  any  difference  in  the  law  relative  to  each,  and  that  both 
should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing.  If  it  be  right,  as  the  Legislature  has  provided 
with  respect  to  property  m the  rural  sanitary  district,  that  the  sanitary  rate  should  be 
divided  between  landlord  and  tenant,  we  think  that  a similar  rule  should  apply  to 
all  the  same  classes  of  property  in  the  urban  sanitary  district,  and  we  therefore  recom- 
mend  to  Your  Excellency,  that  with  respect  to  all  classes  of  property  within  the  boun- 
—Tf?  neW  .townships>  as  proposed  by  us,  the  sanitary  rate  should  hereafter  be 
paid  by  the  occupier  as  a separate  rate,  or  part  of  the  poor  rate,  and  that  he  should  be 
entitled  to  deduct  one-half  from  his  landlord. 

wouMS°SLPlr«eVidenCe  Tas  five“  bef?re  us  to  show  tlmt  considerable  advantage 
would  arise  to  the  present  ratepayers  in  the  towns,  and  also  to  the  occupiers  of 

B if  the  management  of  the  roads  was  taken  up 

than  tL r“T?  Bod,e?’  r tliey  conld  be  ma“tained  by  them  at  much  less  cost 
than  that  pajd  at  present,  by  way  of  County  Cess,  to  the  Grand  Jury.  At  Holywood 

CommiSZere1  win"6  m‘°  dV°T  leDgUl  ,by  MJ' Anclerson' the  Chairman  of  the  Town 
t^misnonen,  who  proved  by  figures  taken  from  the  Grand  Jury  returns  that  a 

ofZlvlT  LXt11^  ln  td*e  PfTd  "'°jlld  tak°  plaoe  if  tIle  To™  Commissioners 
01  Holywood  had  the  management  of  the  roads,  and  that  this  savino-  would  more  than 

ProPosed  that  the  occupiers  of 
IlZl-n  tw  Tj  ? the  outside  district  should  pay  if  brought  within  the 
j i f'  ~n  Wexford  it  was  shown  that  a saving  to  the  extent  of  £400  a year  had 

he' SiDCe  ^ T°Wn  “ Sot ^e^managenmnt  of 
/ro“  the  Grand  Jury  m the  year  1874,  and  in  several  other  places  it  was 

management  of  theT!  "S  ^ plaCe  by  a transfer  t0  tbe  Municipal  Body  of  the 
“ayS  fon  thi n°*  00nslder  tbat  is  witbin  province  to  offer 
CoZZ  wh  ba2 S ’ ri,cb  appears  to  have  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Select 
Ik..  5 0 dave  given  their  recommendations  with  respect  to  it  We  mav  add 

is  noftoTe^keT  atira^  T*  ^ T*  t0  the  imPr0™ment  ^ sanitarymt^ 
in  cases  in  which  7 man?er  aPPlymS  to  a road  rate  in  lieu  of  County  Ces 

loadT  l0b  a t0™  may  bereaft«  obtain  the  care  and  management  of  its 

shtos.Tii^fof  wHSof  ft  ^ b0l“darie8  of  all  the  municipal  towns  and  town- 
of  tfie  Select  Committed  ClWJfe  S ?1S  G_race’s  warrant,  following  the  report 

minous  with  wards  for  Poor  l 03X6  sbou  d be  taken  to  make  municipal  wards  coter- 
and,  if*  possiWo^to  secureTh.^  PurPoses,  and  towns  with  Poor  Law  electoral  divisions ; 
Poor  LaPwZio’n  ° result  DubK  should  be  included  in  one 

electoral  divisions  has satisfied1, is .m^ga£.0n  WIth  re8Peot  *°  the  Poor  Law 
impossible  to  make  anv  eouitabl  . ’■  xcaP^  rn  the  cases  next  mentioned,  it  would  be 
therefore,  obliged  to  Abandon e3Sfn810n  based  on  any  such  consideration,  and  we  were, 
irregular-kSiy  ^erZv  reJfc  Pre?entSbapf  ?f  tbose  di.visiona  ««  extremely 
other  cases  they  abut  on  i J ■ j ™ies  b?yond  *be  township  boundary,  while  in 
boundaries  or  areas  of  mnn’ic'  1 . Ke,1k  and  are,  therefore,  unsuitable  as  township 
Dungannon,  Ennis,  KeUs  ™ufiinpar ' m,?'  “T  °f  Coleraine, 

coincide  in  each  case  with’  that  of  Sh  ’ and8bgo,  the  enlarged  boundaries  will 

do  not  purpose  to  afer  the  h„,  ^ dlvls101'-  In  Ca>™ktergus,  which  we 

P pose  to  alter,  the  boundary  is  co-extensive  with  the  electoral  division. 
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Strabane  (which  we  do  not  propose  to  alter),  is  at  present  the  electoral  division, 
with  the  addition,  of  the  townland  of  Miltown,  and  the  proposed  enlargement  of 
Wexford  will  include  all  the  electoral  division,  and  also  four  townlands  outside  it,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  River  Slaney. 

In  no  town  or  township  (save  Dublin  and  Belfast)  have  we  proposed  any  alterations  in 
the  boundaries  which  would  have  the  effect  of  bringing  the  town  or  township  into  more 
than  one  Poor  Law  Union,  and  in  those  cases  we  have  pointed  out  how  any  difficulty 
arising  therefrom  may  be  met. 

Of  the  seventy-six  towns  in  this  class,  nine  have  wards,  viz.  : — Arklow,  Athlone, 
Ballina,  Banbridge,  Carlow,  Carrick-on-Suir,  Dundalk,  Longford,  and  New  Ross.  It 
will  not  be  necessary  or  desirable  that  there  should  be  any  alteration  of  the  existing 
wards  in  any  of  those  towns  save  Banbridge.  If  the  extension  of  the  boundary  pro- 
posed by  us  with  respect  to  each  of  those  towns  is  carried  out,  we  advise  that  the 
houses  and  lands  abutting  on  each  of  the  existing  wards  shall  be  added  to  such  wards, 
and  no  further  alteration  will  be  necessary,  nor  was  it  asked  for  in  any  of  those  towns. 
Banbridge  has  two  wards,  the  eastern  and  the  western,  which  return  five  and  ten 
Commissioners  respectively.  Having  regard  to  the  extent  and  valuation  of  the  increased 
area  which  we  recommend,  we  think  that  the  new  district  should  be  formed  into  a 
separate  ward  to  be  called  the  “ New  Ward,”  and  that  the  numbers  of  Commissioners 
should  then  be  seven  for  the  Western  Ward,  four  for  the  Eastern  Ward,  and  four  for 
the  New  Ward. 

Loans  have  been  obtained  by  some  of  the  towns  in  this  class  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act 
of  1S54,  and  the  Public  Health  Acts  of  1 S74  and  1878.  The  rates  of  the  existing  towns 
are  at  present  ample  security  for  the  money  due  in  respect  of  such  loans,  and  we  do 
not  advise  that  any  exemption  from  the  charges  due  on  them  should  be  made  in  favour 
of  the  property  in  the  new  boundary.  To  the  extent  of  the  differential  rating  which 
we  propose  with  respect  to  such  property,  we  think  it  derives  and  will  derive  a full  benefit 
from  being  included  within  the  township  boundary,  and  we  think  that  such  property 
should  be  liable,  with  the  other  property  in  the  township,  to  the  debts  of  the  township. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  consider  in  future  legislation  how  far  the  clauses  of  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act,  with  respect  to  the  regulation  of  towns,  and  to  obstruction  and 
nuisances  in  the  streets,  and  to  the  suppression  of  vagrants  and  beggars,  should  be 
applied  to  the  whole  of  the  new  area  which  we  propose  for  the  towns.  It  is  not 
within  our  province  to  offer  any  suggestions  with  respect  to  this  matter,  but  we  have 
thought  it  right  to  call  your  Excellency’s  attention  to  it. 

The  next  class  of  towns,  eleven  in  number,  are  those  under  the  9th  Geo.  IV.,  c.  82. 
Your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  the  Select  Committee  have,  in  their  report,  recom- 
mended that  this  Act  should  be  repealed,  and  that  all  those  towns  should  be  brought 
under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  of  1854.  Assuming  that  this  recommendation  will 
be  carried  out,  we  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  call  your  Excellency  s attention  to  the 
practical  difficulties  under  which  the  Commissioners  in  those  towns  labour  in  carrying 
out  that  Act.  All  the  observations  we  have  already  made  with  respect  to  the  towns 
under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  and  the  reasons  which  have  guided  us  m 
defining  their  boundaries,  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  towns  under  this  Act. 
We,  therefore,  recommend  an  increase  of  the  boundary  of  each  of  those  towns,  with  the 
exception  of  Downpatrick,  with  respect  to  which  the  Commissioners  requested  us  to 
diminish  the  existing  boundary,  which  we  declined  to  do.  On  the  map  of  each  of  these 
towns  we  have  marked  the  existing  and  proposed  boundary  in  green  and  red  lines  an 
the  boundary  of  the  inner  area  within  which  we  propose  that  there  shall  be  lull  taxa- 
tion, with  a blue  line.  In  Youghal  and  Fetkard  we  have  increased  the  inner  area,  and 
we  have  been  obliged  to  adopt  a circular  inner  area  for  Fethard.  In  the  remaining  nine 
towns  we  have  adopted  the  existing  boundary  as  that  of  the  inner  area.  1 
to  the  payment  of  rates,  both  improvement  and  sanitary,  and  both  u an  , ’ 

we  are  of  opinion  that  the  recommendations  hereinbefore  made  by  us  as  to  the  towns 
under  the  Act  of  1854  should  be  applied  to  those  towns  in  a similar  manner 

No  wards  exist  in  any  of  those  towns.  The  observations  we  have  alre^  ^ade  as 
to  not  adhering  to  electoral  divisions,  apply  to  the  towns  in  this  clas; s save  I : 

In  several  of  the  towns  in  this. class  some  of  the  public  institutions  and  buildings 
are  outside  of  the  present  area,  viz.  : — 


Xornc  of  Town. 

Dungannon, 

Mallow, 


Omagh, . 


Public  Buildings  or  Institutions  outside 
present  Areua. 

. Workhouse. 

. Workhouse  and  Railway  Station. 

. Barracks,  Workhouse  Hospital  and 
Railway  Station. 

. Workhouse. 


Xante  of  Town. 
■Tralee,  . 

Youglial, 


Public  Buildiugs  or  institutions  outside 
present  Areas. 

Magdalen  Asylum,  Industrial  School, 
and  Workhouse. 

Workhouse,  Barracks,  Industrial 
School,  Bridewell,  and  Railway  Ter- 
minus. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


For  the  reasons  already  mentioned  we  think  it  most  desirable  that  all  those  buildi 
and  institutions  should  he  brought  within  the  township  area.  n"s 

We  have  now  to  consider  the  towns  and  townships  in  the  third  class  (fourteen  ' 
number),  which  have  been  formed  under  special  Acts  of  Parliament  and  the  A i*1 
incorporated  with  them.  Of  these  Clontarf,  Drumeondra,  Kilmainham,  Pembroke  and 
Rathmines,  have  been  dealt  with  in  the  separate  report  on  the  boundaries  of  Dubf  ** 
and  also  the  townships  of  Blackrock,  Dalkey,  and  Kingstown.  The  remaining  ?’ 
towns,  viz.  : Bray,  Dungarvan  Enniskillen,  Galway,  Newry,  and  Queenstown  are%n!f 
stituted  as  follows : — * D' 


17  !&  18 
Vic.,  c.  103. 
29  & 30 
Vic.,  c.  201. 


Ev.,  1 3,  p.l 
Ev.,  25,  27. 


Ev.,  29. 
Ev.,  6,  7. 


Mr.  Brett, 
Evict,  Bray, 
1S5. 

Do.,  192. 
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BRAY. 

Bray  having  been  for  some  years  under  “ The  Towns  Improvement  (Ireland)  Act 
1854/’  became  a township  under  the  Act  29  & 30  Vie.,  cap.  261,  with  which  certain  clauses 
of  the  former  Act  (including  the  62nd)  were  incorporated.  It  has  the  management  and 
maintenance  of  its  own  roads,  which  together  with  the  proportion  of  the  county  at  larap 
charges  to  the  Grand  Juries  of  the  County  of  Dublin  and  Wicklow  are  paid  for  out  of 
the  “ Bray  Township  Rate,”  (which  is.  limited  by  the  63rd  section  of  the  Act  to  the  sum  of 
25.  6c?.  m the  pound)  on  all  the  property  in  the  Township,  save  those  classes  of  property  i 
mentioned  in  the  62nd  section  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  which  only  pay*  one- 
fourth  rates.  The  other  rates  payable  in  Bray  are  the  “ Bray  Township  Water  Rate”  1 
not  exceeding  Is.  in  the  pound,  under  the  64th  section  of  the  Act,  and  the  £e  Sinking  ! 
Fund  bpecial  Rate,  under  the  73rd  section,  which  varies  annually  in  amount  but  bv  : 
the  89th  section  of  the  Act  the  rates  under  this  Act  shall  not  exceed  in  any  one  year 
the  sum  of  35.  6c7  in  the  pound  for  any  purpose  whatever.  For  this  the  Township  is  i 
supplied  with  lighting  and  high-pressure  water,  and  the  roads  and  footways  have  ! 
been  made  and  maintained,  and  a good  deal  of  sanitary  work  has  been  done.  The 
county  cess  which  has  been  paid  outside  the  boundary  may  be  taken  at  an  average  of  i 
1 5*  7d-  m the  pound.  The  present  area  of  the  township  is  1,044a.  On.  15p  and  the  1 
annual  valuation  £23,304  155.  Od. 

Complaints  were  made  at  Bray  that  the  Town  Commissioners  did  not  sufficiently 
carry  out  their  duties  m providing  proper  lighting,  and  otherwise,  over  the  whole  town- 
+ w S5  + "£*?  a"  fitted  by  Mr.  Brett,  then  their  surveyor,  who  stated  that 
they  had  not  sufficient  funds  at  their  disposal  to  make  all  the  improvements  and  do  all 
tiie  things  they  deemed  necessary  and  advisable,  and  this  he  attributed  to  the  insuffi- 
To^Commi^oner011  ^ townshlP’  and  tlie  insufficient  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the 

foJ;nn.^?^1SS1?nerS  in  reply  ,to  tbe  Tueries  sent  to  them  by  us  stated  that  the  general 
m extension  enmpayers  T-  S*  tbe  Prcsellt  boundaries  were  unsatisfactory,  and  that 

■ttev  'VSS  df lre<J’  °V  r 6 general  Sromlds  of  benefit  t0  tbe  township. 

terns Ltorates  tlj  PaS59d  * resolutlon  aPPro™g  of  a certain  extension  on  certain 

from  Owners  of  nrrm  ^our  f*celb;ncy's  attention  to  a most  influentially  signed  letter 
Whip  ^LPnT  7 °UtSlde  Bray>  Settmg  f°rth  °b>cti“8  “y  eften^on  of  the 

exm^efou^Sw  docu“el>t  "'e  .can™t  concur.  We  have  already 

authority  has  n/Vn  u u '6  adbct  that,  prwm  facie,  every  town  under  a municipal 
areas  With  ? ”ban  and  Durban  districts,  or  its  inner  and  outer 

extension  shown  W taxf*T  ^Pfctively.  We,  therefore,  recommend  tire 
extension  shown  on  the  Map,  winch  will  be  found  amongst  those  annexed  to  this 

find\“elementwhtehrateS  which  ttie  outer  area  in  this  case  should  be  subject,  we 
tw  n,  . * “cb  was  ats™t  m the  coses  dealt  with  hitherto  in  this  renorf  namely 

W0UJd  -be  br#bt,“  by  tbe 

in  Ml  W%040Cnert^bron»W  i°  0l?arg?  shouW  atU1  00ntime  *°  be  paid 

thegeneral  charges  o/the  to™.  ” 7 “y  exten810n’  besidea  a differential  rate  towards 

should  ChaTe0tbeeen  nSflafly  oxl6,  f ^ taken  UP  from  «>unty,  any  property 
been  the  case  in  Brav  hv  allmS  9 /oa!,:be,n<d  ra'-eb  to  their  maintenance,  as  has 
(Ireland)  l^’SapZto  L ' Sf  To,  f2/d  ^aus,f  af  “Th?  T°wns  Improvement 
ponding  to  those  of  countv  ^ ownship  Rate,  from  which  the  charges  corres- 

w a tekMprntfbtrda^/or such ttat the differential rating 

solution  of  the  drfficulty  would  be  to  separate  from  the  “ Bray  Township  Bate  ” 
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a 11  Bray  Road  Rate”  from  which  there  should  be  no  exemptions,  and  this  we  re- 
commend. 

This,  it  will  be  observed,  differs  from  the  suggestion  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the 
Bray  Commissioners,  that  the  extern  property  to  be  brought  in  should  “ pay  the  present 
county  rate  in  full  as  now  paid  to  the  Grand  Jury.”  The  proposed  road  rate  may  be 
different  from  the  county  cess  m amount,  and  there  is  evidence  here,  as  in  the  cases 
of  other  towns,  that  it  will  be  less. 

We  consider  that  the  Bray  Water  Rate  should  not  be  levied  on  the  outer  area. 

Under  the  Act  of  1866  the  Commissioners  were  empowered  to  borrow  £10,000  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Act,  including  the  construction  of  sea-embankments,  market-house 
and  Bray  Bridge  Road.  Under  this  Act  and  the  Sanitary  Acts  they  borrowed  £7,600 
for  sewerage,  water-mains,  and  Bray  Bridge  Road  ; of  this  a large  portion  is  now 
repaid  or  secured  by  sinking  fund. 

The  Bray  Township  Act  of  1881  authorized  the  construction  of  sea  walls,  a pier, 
harbour,  and  outfall  sewers  ; and  by  section  41  the  Commissioners  are  empowered  to 
borrow  £50,000  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act. 

The  powers  of  constructing  works  under  the  Act  of  1866  have  lapsed.  We  consider 
that  the  outer  area,  which  we  propose,  should  contribute  to  the  charge  in  respect  of 
loans  which  have  been  incurred  under  the  Act  of  1866  and  the  Sanitary  Acts,  but  we 
think  that  the  inner  area  alone  should  be  liable  for  the  charges  which  may  result  from 
the  exercise  of  the  borrowing  powers  conferred  by  the  Act  of  1881. 

The  rates,  excepting  the  Road  Rate,  to  be  levied  and  assessed  in  the  outer  area  as 
already  recommended  by  us  in  the  case  of  towns  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act, 
1854. 

The  proposed  extension  will  add  to  the  town  about  3,300  acres,  having  a valuation 
of  about  £8,000. 

We  consider  that  the  boundaries  of  the  wards  might  be  extended  as  shown  on  the 
map,  so  as  to  add  to  each  of  the  present  wards  the  adjacent  portion  of  the  extended 
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DUNGARVAN. 

The  municipality  of  Dungarvan  is  constituted  under  the  “ Towns  Improvement 
(Ireland)  Act,  1854,”  which  was  there  adopted  in  1855. 

The  area  is  1,343a.  2k.  3 Ip.,  the  valuation  £8,293 10s.  (1878),  and  the  population  7,700. 

The  Commissioners  are  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 

By  “The  Dungarvan  Harbour,  Markets,  and  Improvement  Act,  1863,”  sec.  32,  the 
power  then  vested  in  the  Grand  Jury  of  making  or  maintaining  roads  was  transferred  to 
the  Commissioners.  Section  39  provides  that  the  town  shall  continue  to  contribute  its 
proportion  of  county-at-large  charges. 

By  sections  35  and  36  the  Commissioners  are  empowered  to  raise  a road-rate,  being 
an  equal  rate  in  addition  to  those  they  were  then  authorized  to  raise  under  the  Act  of 
1854,  to  be  levied  in  the  same  way.  By  section  37  this  rate  is  not  to  exceed  2s.  in 
the  pound  in  any  one  year,  except  that,  with  consent  of  ratepayers  given  as  therein 
provided,  it  may  be  increased  to  2s.  Gd. 

By  section  4 the  “Towns  Improvement  (Ireland)  Act.  1854,”  is  to  be  read,  where 
not  inconsistent,  as  if  it  were  one  with  this  Act. 

The  “ road-rate,”  which  at  first  amounted  to  the  full  2s.,  was  gradually,  reduced  till  it 
was  Is.,  at  which  amount  it  continued  for  five  years  previous  to  the  inquiry. 

From  1863  to  1878  the  “ road -rate  ” was  levied  equally  on  all  descriptions  of  property, 
the  Commissioners  having  assessed  it  as  if  the  differential  rating  of  the  62nd  section 
of  the  Act  of  1854  did  not  apply  to  the  “road-rate.”  In  1878  a ratepayer  appealed 
against  the  assessment  of  the  full  rate  on  his  agricultural  land,  and  his  appeal  was 
successful.  It  would,  therefore,  appear  that  the  Commissioners  view  was  erroneous 
and  they  have  only  the  power  to  assess  for  “ road-rate  ” at  one-fourth  rate  on  the 
properties  named  in  the  62nd  section  of  the  Act  of  1854. 

On  this  decision  being  given  against  them,  the  Commissioners  applied  to  us  to 

recommend  a reduction  of  their  area  to  that  of  the  town  proper.  This  we  have  not 

thought  proper  to  do,  as  in  passing  their  Special  Act,  Parliament  thought  it  light  t 'at 
the  Commissioners  should  he  the  Road  Authority  in  their  district;  but  we  recommend 
that  the  road-rate  should  be  made  a full  rate  on  all  properties,  it  being  manifestly  V1 
lieu  of  the  portion  of  county  cess  formerly  applicable  to  the  maintenance  and  repair 
of  the  roads  and  bridges.  . , c , • 

The  improvement-rate  has  always  been  struck  at  its  maximum  amount  ot  Is.  m the 

pound  for  lighting  the  town,  paying  the  salaries  of  the  officers,  and  for  sanitary  puiposes.^ 

An  improved  water-supply  is  said  to  be  urgently  required,  and  a Provisional  Ordei 
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to  obtain  lands  for  the  purpose  was  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
confirmed  by  Act  of  Parliament ; but  the  project  has  been  abandoned,  solely  on  account 
of  the  increase  of  taxation  which  would  be  caused  by  it.  The  estimated  cost  of  the 
scheme  was  £8,000. 

The  length  of  roads  within  the  borough  is  stated  to  be  ten  miles,  and  the  cost  of 
maintenance  has  varied  from  £438  to  £230  per  annum.  There  is,  however,  a divided 
opinion  as  to  the  way  the  roads  have  been  maintained  since  they  were  taken  up  from  the 
county. 

The  evidence  tends  to  show  that  the  roads  can  be  properly  maintained  with  the  rates 
authorized  by  the  Special  Act,  if  levied  in  full  on  all  properties,  but  not  if  the  62nd  section 
of  the  Act  of  1854  is  to  be  operative. 

The  evidence  shows  that  great  advantages  are  derived  from  being  within  a distance 
of  from  two  to  two  and  a half  miles  of  this  important  town. 

We  think  that  the  boundary  should  be  extended,  as  shown  by  the  red  line  on  the  map. 

We  propose  that  all  properties  be  assessed  in  full  for  the  road-rate,  and  that  the 
improvemeut-rate  be  assessed  and  levied  on  the  present  township  as  an  “ Inner  Area" 
and  on  the  district  outside  as  an  “ Outer  Area,”  as  recommended  above  by  us  in  the 
case  of  towns  under  the  Act  of  1854. 

The  want  of  a new  and  proper  water-supply  is  clearly  shown  by  the  evidence,  and  by 
the  fact  that  the  Local  Government  Board  issued,  and  Parliament  confirmed,  a 
Provisional  Order  to  acquire  property  by  compulsion  for  the  purpose,  and  only  want  of 
funds  has  prevented  the  carrying  out  of  the  works. 

We  propose  that  the  added  area  shall  bear  some  portion  of  the  expenses,  and  recom- 
mend that  the  expenses  of  the  water-supply  be  defrayed  by  a domestic  water-rate  within 
the  Inner  Area  and  a public  water-rate  over  the  whole  township,  the  latter  bein? 
one-foux-th  of  the  amount  of  the  former  rate. 

The  county  cess  in  the  barony  surrounding  Dungarvan  was  about  35.  5 d.  in  the  pound, 
of  which  15.  3\d.  was  for  the  Waterford,  Dungarvan,  and-Lismorc  Railway  Guarantee, 
and  Aid.  for  the  county-at-large  charges,  leaving  the  assessment  for  roads  Is.  7%d. 

The  rates  assessed  within  the  town  were — the  road-rate,  Is.  in  the  pound ; the  railway 
guarantee,  Is.  in  the  pound,  and  county-at-large  charges  8 \d.,  and  the  improvement-rate 
Is. — altogether  3s.  8 hd.  in  the  pound,  and  under  our  proposal  the  rating  on  the  outer 
area  would  be  2s.  8 id.  for  the  road-rate,  railway  guarantee,  and  county-at-large  charges, 
and  dd.  for  improvement-rate — altogether  3s.  2d.  in  the  pound,  or  if  3d.  be  added°for 
a public  water-rate  it  would  be  3s.  5 d.,  the  same  as  paid  at  present ; but,  if  our  recom- 
mendation is  adopted,  portion  of  this  will  be  paid  by  the  landlord. 

The  area  of  the  district  proposed  to  be  added  is  4,286a.  lit.  lip.,  having  a valuation 
of  £5,040.  We  propose  that  the  adjacent  portions  of  this  extension  should  be  added  to 
the  two  existing  wards  respectively. 


ENNISKILLEN. 


The  municipality  of  Enniskillen  is  constituted  under  “ The  Enniskillen  Borough 
Improvement  Act,  IS 70,”  with  which  are  incorporated  several  sections  of  the  “ Towns 
Improvement  (Ireland)  Act,_  1854,”  but  omitting  the  62nd  section. 

By  section  8 the  boundaries  of  the  borough  were  extended  so  as  to  be  co-extensive 
with  the  boundaries  of  the  Parliamentary  borough.  Sections  8 to  1 5,  inclusive,  provide 
for  the  annexation  of  adjacent  districts,  with  the  consents  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Grand  Jury  of  the  countyr. 

By  section  16  the  charge  of  the  roads  within  the  borough  is  transferred  from  the 
Grand  Jury  to  the  Commissioners,  and  by  subsequent  sections  the  levying  of  county 
cess  is  to  cease,  but  the  borough  continues  liable  to  contribute  to  county-at-large  charges 
m proportion  to  its  valuation.  ° 

By  section  29  the  “ Borough  of  Enniskillen  Improvement  Sate  ” is  sanctioned,  not 
to  exceed  in  any  year  2s.  6 d.  m the  pound,  and  to  be  applicable  to  maintenance,  con- 
stiuction,  and  repair  of  roads,  and  the  carrying  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  relating 


By  section  42  a water-rate,  limited  in  any  one  year  to  Is.  6 d.  in  the  pound,  is  sanctioned. 
valuati<m£ll  388°  t°WnS^1^  1S  314a'  2b-  14p->  the  population  in  (1871)  5,S36,  and  the 

Au^hork°mmiSSi°nerS’  teinS  appointed  uader  a sPecial  Act,  are  the  Urban  Sanitary 

The  rates  struck  have  since  1874  been  2s.  for  improvement-rate  and  Is.  id.  for  water-rate- 
lliese  lates  are  levied  equally  on  all  descriptions  of  property. 

.1  he  county  cess  in  the  adjoining  baronies  has  varied  from  Is.  loi.  to  2s.  in  the  pound. 
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The  lands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town  are  let  at  very  high  rates.  en-mskiu. 

The  Commissioners  were  not  desirous  of  having  any  alteration  in  the  boundary,  but  Ev,"s9. 
the  Chairman  stated  that  if  there  was  to  be  an  extension  they  would  have  adopted  one  Ey.'  42. 
“ by  townlands.”  Ev.,  78. 

We  recommend  that  the  boundary  be  extended  to  include  the  townlands  of  Portora, 
Drumlyon,  Coleshill,  Mullanacaw,  Rossole,  Carrigan,  Rossory,  Derrychara,  Breaudrum, 
Drumclay,  Kilmacormick,  and  Cornagrade. 

We  think  that  all  property  within  the  area,  as  extended,  should  contribute  equally 
to  a road-rate,  applicable  to  the  maintenance,  &c.,  of  the  roads  in  the  same  way  as 


county  cess. 

We  have  marked  an  inner  area,  consisting  of  the  present  township  with  the  addition 
of  that  portion  of  the  townland  of  Windmill  Hill,  which  is  at  present  excluded. 

The  road-rate  being  taken  out  of  the  improvement-rate,  we  think  the  property  within 
the  inner  area  should  contribute  full  rates  for  the  other  purposes  of  the  improvement-rate, 
and  the  property  in  the  outer  area  to  contribute  one-half  rates,  to  be  levied  as  recom- 
mended above  in  the  case  of  towns  under  the  “ Towns  Improvement  (Ireland)  Act, 

^The  outer  area  not  to  be  liable  to  the  water-rate. 

The  area  of  the  extension  proposed  is  2,058a.  2n.  26p.,  of  which  403  acres  is  water, 
and  its  valuation  is  about  £2,964. 


GALWAY.  galwav. 

By  the  Act  of  6 & 7 William  IY.  (Local  and  Personal),  c.  117,  intituled  “ An  Act  for  6 & 7 Wm. 
Beoulatino-  and  Improving  the  Town  of  Galway,  in  the  County  of  the  same  Town,”  gvj 
certain  charter  tolls  therein  mentioned  were  abolished,  and  other  tolls  therein  mentioned 
were  substituted,  which  were  vested  iu  the  Commissioners  therein  named,  and  their 
successors  for  ever,  to  be  applied  iu  the  manner  therein  mentioned  for  the  benefit 
and  improvement  of  the  said  town  and  the  environs  thereof,  within  the  distance  of  one 
mile  from  the  collegiate  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  as  the  said  Commissioners  should 

thBv  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  (1810),  the  body  corporate  of  the  Mayor,  3 i J I Tic., 
Sheriffs  Free  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of  the  town  and  county  of  the  town  of  * 

Galway’ was  dissolved,  and  all  real  and  personal  estate  of  such  body  corporate  in  con- 
junction with  the  said  town,  was  forthwith  vested  in  the  said  Commissioners,  under 
said  former  Act,  upon  the  trusts  therein  mentioned,  until  a charter  of  incorporation  should 
be  obtained,  and  before  the  granting  of  any  fresh  charter,  and  the  election  of  a council 
under  its  provisions,  the  powers  of  such  Commissioners  as  to  the  said  estate  was  to 
cease  and  any  accumulation  thereof,  forthwith  to  vest  without  any  conveyance  thereof 

inBy  KiXV—  A*  1853,  16  * 17  V*.  C.  200  (Local  and  lemvh., 
Personal),  the  area  of  one  mile  from  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas  was  eltended  „ld 

circle  of  two  miles  from  said  church,  and  the  Commissioners  then  acting fur rthe  tov in 
were  incorporated  with  perpetual  successors,  under  the  name  of  the  Galway  Town  1m 

improvement  rate  is  to  be  applied  to-lst  cost  of  Act ; 

2nm  interest  on  loans  ; 3id.  sinLgfund;  4th.  making  new  ^ 

the  erection  of  markets,  and  in  making  sewers;  5th  paying  dj  due  0 

provement  rate.  By  the  7th  section,  the  town  is  dividedanto  fom  Warcte.  . 

By  the  3rd  section  of  the  Galway  Town  Provisional  which  Ev!  M.  ' 

38  Vic.,  c.  2,  the  Commissioners  were  empowered . m addrt ion rto  all l otter  : ^wh^h 
they  had  then  power  to  levy,  to  make,  assess  and  levy  su  d ‘ , rjie  sa*g 

“paving  and  repairing  rate,”  as  might  be  necessary  for  P JT  ;n  the  pound 

rate  was  thereinafter  made  applicable,  not  exceeding  in  y . ^ rate,”  Ev.,  3G,  4$, 

of  the  full  net  animal  value  of  the  property  included  “ * ibLXrf  “nd  tenant 
to  he  apportioned  as  the  poor  law  rate  is  apportioned  To ind  and  a domestic 

The  Commissioners  also  levy  a public  water  rate  of  3d  m the  pound, 
water  rate  under  the  72nd  section  of  the  Act  o ' • a .circle  of  two  miles 

The  area  of  the  municipality  of  9a\^u1S  ^ -^thin  the  electoral  division  of  Ev.,  5. 

from  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  it  is  all  composed , ss  of  valuation  of  about 

Galway,  which  however  is  considerably  larger,  and  has  an  excess 

£2,554  17s.  a year.  • oj  1-^9  acres  and  its  valuation  is  T2v.,  2. 

The  area  of  the  present  town for  a’ distance  of  about  four  Ev.,  5. 

£23,135.  The  county  of  the  town  of  and  comprises  the  residue  of 

Irish  miles,  or  five  English,  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  comp 
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Nr.wnv. 

17  *18 
Vic.,  c.  103. 
34  & 35 
Vic.,  c.  98. 
Ev.,  17,  6. 
Ev.,  4. 

Ev.,  9,  10. 
Ev.,  23,  20. 


Ev.,  24,  a 
seq. 


the  electoral  division  of  Galway,  parts  of  the  electoral  divisions  of  Ballintemple 
Carraghbrow,  and  the  entire  of  that  of  Barna.  nct 

There  are  four  wards  in  the  town,  which  are  conterminous  with  those  for  poor  law 
purposes  within  the  municipal  boundary,  but  the  latter  wards  extend  further  out  i 
the  electoral  divisions.  There  is  not  any  differential  rating  with  respect  to  railways  or 
agricultural  land.  All  classes  of  property  under  the  Acts  of  1853  and  1875,  pay  full  rates 
Two  propositions  were  made  to  us  at  Galway:  one  made  by  the  Commissioners,  was 
to  extend  the  municipal  boundary  to  the  full  extent  of  the  boundary  of  the  county  of 
the  town — and  the  other,  to  extend  it  at  least,  so  as  to  take  in  the  whole  of  the 
electoral  divisiou ; while  Major  Lynch,  j.p.,  one  of  the  Commissioners,  strongly  opposed 
any  change  in  the  present  boundary.  In  considering  the  first  proposal,  we  have  not 
lost  sight  of  the  recommendation  contained  in  the  .Report  of  the  Select  Committee 
“that  all  fiscal  powers  of  the  Grand  Jury  in  counties  of  towns  should  be  transferred  to 
the  Town  Council,”  which  in  this  case  would  be  the  Galway  Town  Commissioners 
We  cannot  however,  approve  of  such  an  extension  of  the  municipality,  as  would  include 
the  entire  of  the  county  of  the  town  of  Galway.  The  suggestion  of  Major  Lynch 
was,  that  all  the  lands  and  railways  comprised  in  the  county  of  the  town  outside  the 
limits  of  the  present  municipality,  should  be  taken  from  the  county  of  the  town  and 
added  to  the  county  of  Galway.  It  is  not  within  our  province  to  offer  any  suggestions 
on  this  point,  further  than  that  it  points  out  the  way  in  which  the  recommendation  of 
the  Select  Committee,  above  alluded  to,  might  be  carried  out.  We  do  not  recommend 
any  extension  of  the  boundary  so  as  to  include  the  entire  of  the  electoral  division.  It 
would  be  unequal  and  irregular,  and  we  cannot  see  that  it  would  serve  any  useful 
purpose.  We,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  present  boundary  should  remain  as  it 
was  fixed  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  1853 ; and  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  no  application 
tor  an  extension  of  boundaries  was  made  by  the  Commissioners,  when  they  sought  the 
Provisional  Order  in  1875.  We  see  no  reason  for  any  change  in  the  present  boundaries 
or  tlie  wards.  We  do  not  recommend  that  any  change  should  be  made  as  to  any  of 
tlie  rates  at  present  payable  by  any  classes  of  the  rateable  property  in  the  town,  further 
than  that  all  sanitary  rates  should  be  divided  between  landlord  and  tenant,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  other  rates  are  at  present  divided. 

NEWRY. 

Newry  isgoverned  by  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  of  1854,  and  the  Newrv  Improve- 
ment and  Water  Act  of  1871.  1 

Newry  was  one  of  the  first  towns  constituted  under  the  9th  of  Geo.  IY.  In  1865  it 
adopted  the  provisions  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  and  an  area  comprising  711a. 
--R.  4p.,  was  then  denned  as  the  municipal  boundary. 

The  population  of  the  borough,  by  the  Census  of  1871,  was  14,078,  and  a consider- 
abmTlncrease  ls  °e^ieved  have  taken  place  since  that  time. 

The  valuation  which  in  the  year  1865,  was  124,000,  has  now  increased  to  £30,468. 
uv  the  Act  of  187i  the  roads  within  the  borough  are  exempted  from  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Grand  Jury  and  placed  under  the  Town  Commissioners.  This  Act  also 
empowered  the  Commissioners  to  erect  a town  hall,  to  establish  markets,  fairs,  and 
nirf? +„er  ho"se\ and [to  acquire  and  protect  existing  market  rights,  to  make  a public 
park  to  erect  public  baths  and  wash-houses,  and  to  supply  water  to  the  town. 

Ihe  51st  seo.  or  the  Act  empowers  the  Commissioners  to  levy  a maximum  town  rate 

section  , £ T * hthe  rateab'e  property  within  the  borough,  and  by  the  following 

section  a water  rate  to  the  extent  of  not  exceeding  ls.  in  the  £ may  be  struck. 

of  these  °^.weSS1°rtSti,are  “thf12?d„t0  borrow  £82,000,  and  have  availed  themselves 
cittnm/nu  of  f the,exto11*  of  £74,000,  £42,000  of  which  has  been  applied  to  the 
an^i^mpTO^men^ofgta^o^a  markebs’  and  remaining  £32,000  to  the  purchase 

eiohtv  d4lfve»tlS  •beit”?  pald  Si.x1-'  half-yearly  instalments,  and  the  £32,000  by 

o/ouLiterS  olfem  Cla?™”  ^ £3M°°  ~ d ^ 

The  Parliamentary  boundary  comprises  an  area  of  2,543  acres 

1S  °jex!f  co.m“ercial  importance,  and  building  is  largely  increasing, 
an^thrs  we Taved  “t  “aniciPa1'  b»™dary  be  ad“Ptad  aa  *ba  inne“  afea, 

marked  ”*3  'be “ Pouter  “aP>  -dtba‘  ‘be  boundary  thereon, 

sbould  be  seated  as  we  have  proposed  in  the  case  of 
the7cWffeshof  the  ? °*fer  area  should  00ntribute  with  a differential  rating  to 

‘SgfhfcUg-  f“  watered  gal  “ “ ^ 
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The  outer  area  we  consider  should  be  as  defined  by  the  red  lines  on  the  same  map. 

There  are  three  wards  in  the  town,  the  north,  south,  and  west  ward.  We  recommend  — 
that  the  portion  of  the  extension  in  the  county  Armagh  be  added  to  the  West  Ward 
and  that  the  remainder  be  divided  equally  between  the  North  and  South  Ward.  ’ 

The  additional  area  contained  in  the  proposed  extension  would  be  5,008a.  3r.  6p. 
with  a valuation  of  about  £13,000. 

QUEENSTOWN.  q*™* 

Queenstown  is  governed  by  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  of  1854,  and  a Local  Act  17  & 18 
entitled  the  Queenstown  Improvement  Act,  1862.  Under  this  latter  Act  the  juris-  Vic.,  c.  103. 
diction  over  the  r&ads  within  the  borough  is  transferred  from  the  Grand  Jury  to  the  fQ  Vic,>  c> 
Town  Commissioners,  who  are  empowered  to  strike  a road  rate,  which  is  not  to  exceed  ev'  6 
Is.  6d.  in  the  pound. 

The  Grand  Jury  are  authorized  to  levy  on  the  town  its  proportion  of  the  county  at 
large  charges. 

The  Act  also  authorizes  the  Commissioners  to  provide  a mortuary  ; to  erect  public  Ev.,  2,  3. 
conveniences ; and  to  appoint  and  maintain  a staff  of  watchmen.  The  area  of  the 
township  is  529a.  3r.  29 p.,  and  the  valuation  £19,232.  The  population  by  the  census 
of  1871  was  10,334.. 

The  Town  Commissioners  are  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and,  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  they  have  borrowed  65,850  ; of  this  sum  they  have  expended,  in  their  capacity  as 
Burial  Board,  £400,  and  the  remainder  has  been  applied  to  the  making  of  sewers  and 
other  sanitary  improvements  ; £4,724  of  this  loan  still  remains  to  be  paid  off.  We 
recommend  that  the  existing  municipal  boundary  shall  be  the  limits  of  the  inner  area, 
and  that  the  outer  area  should  be  as  defined  by  the  red  lines  on  the  accompanying 
map.  This  will  give  an  increased  area  to  the  town  of  about  1,948  acres  and  an 
increased  valuation  of  about  £2,841. 

The  road  rate  is  assessed  and  levied  as  the  town  improvement  rate,  and,  consequently, 
certain  properties  under  Sec.  62  of  the  Act  of  1854.  pay  only  one-fourth  rate,  we  think 
the  differential  rating  should  be  abolished,  and  all  properties  should  contribute  in  full 
to  the  road  rate ; the  other  rates  on  the  inner  and  outer  areas  being  respectively  as 
previously  recommended  for  towns  under  the  Act  of  1854. 

The  cities  and  towns  in  the  fourth  class  remain  to  be  considered.  Oi  these,  Dublin 
with  its  adjacent  townships  form  the  subject  of  Part  II.  of  this  Report,  and  the  Cities  of 
Cork  and  Belfast  are  dealt  with  in  Part  IV. 


CARRICKFERGUS. 

The  municipal  government  of  Carrickfergus  consists  of  Commissioners  appointed  under 
the  provisions  of  the  16th  section  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act,  1840,  and  the 
Select  Committee  in  their  Report  have  recommended  that  this  town  should  be  forth- 
with brought  under  the  jmovisions  of  the  Towns  Improvement  (Ireland)  Act,  1854.  We 
do  not  recommend  any  alteration  in  the  boundary  at  present,  but  if  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment (Ireland)  Act,  1 854,  be  adopted,  the  question  should  be  reconsidered. 

CLONMEL. 

The  town  of  Clonmel  is  constituted  under  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  and  under  3 
the  Towns  Improvement  (Ireland)  Act,  1854,  which  was  adopted  in  its  entirety,  on 
the  15th  October,  1855.  In  1878,  a Provisional  Order  was  issued  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  Ireland,  transferring  the  fiscal  powers  of  the  Grand  Juries  of 
the  counties  of  Waterford  and  Tipperary,  with  regard  to  roads,  bridges,  footpaths,  and 
public  works  within  the  borough,  except  such  as  concern  the  county  at  large,  to 
the  Corporation  of  Clonmel ; the  order  was  confirmed  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  m ^ 
the  following  year.  , . . _ntT_  ....  0 ( 

The  present  area  of  the  township  is  331  acres;  the  population  m 1871  was  10,112  ; 5 
and  the  annual  valuation  in  1879  was  £15,325.  . _ ... 

There  are  two  wards.  East  Ward,  the  valuation  of  which  is  £8,362,  containing  1 5 ^ 

burgesses;  and  West  Ward  containing  126  burgesses,  and  valued  at  £6,96  . 

The  municipal  rate  from  1874  to  18  78,.  was  Is.  id.  in  the  pound  each  year,  and  in  the 
latter  year  a rate  of  id.  was  struck  under  the' Towns  Improvement  Act,  to  clear  away 
an  overdraft  at  the  bank.  . , . , . r , 

The  County  Cess  in  the  borough  in  1878,  was  Is.  10 d.  in  the  poun  , an  m jace 
baronies  it  varied  from  Is.  7d.  to  Is.  7 id.  . , „ „ . 

The  Corporation  passed  a resolution  approving  of  an  extension  of  about  one  quart ei  of 
a mile  all  round  the  present  boundary  on  the  north  side  of  the  River  Sun,  andmcludin 
the  suburban  townlands  of  Oldbridge,  Glebe,  Raheen,  and  Croan  lower,  on 
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Ev.,  123. 
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of  tlie  river.  In  passing  this  resolution,  the  Corporation  contemplated  a reasonable 
supply  of  water  and  gas  to  the  district  to  be  taken  in  ; and  with  regard  to  one  part 
Oldbridge,  there  was  the  particular  reason  for  desiring  to  include  it,  that  being  a “ most 
unsanitary  place;”  the  proper  sanitation  of  it,  thereby  “preventing  a pestilence  arising 
there,  and  spreading  through  the  valuable  portion  of  the  town,”  was  of  great  import 
ance.  This  question  of  the  sanitary  control  of  Oldbridge  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
urban  authority,  was  spoken  to  by  nearly  every  witness,  and  we  quite  agree  in 
desirabilty. 

It  was  pointed  out,  that  great  advantage  would  result  from  the  railway  station  beino- 
brought  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Mayor  and  borough  magistrates. 

The  town  is  situated  in  two  electoral  divisions,  Clonmel  and  St.  Mary’s,  either  or 
both  of  which  are  quite  unsuited  from  their  size  and  shape  to  be  constituted  the  area 
of  the  borough. 

We  recommend  the  extension  as  shown  by  the  red  line  on  the  map  of  Clonmel 
attached  to  this  Ke port,  with  an  inner  area  as  marked  by  the  blue  line.  The  cost  of  roads 
&c.,  and  the  county  at  large  charges  in  the  whole  district  should,  we  think,  bo  assessed 
and  levied  as  the  borough  rate,  and  other  rates  in  the  inner  and  outer  areas 
should  be  assessed  and  levied  as  we  have  recommended  lor  towns  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act,  1S54. 

_ W e think  that  the  portion  of  the  extension  in  the  county  Tipperary  should  be 
divided  between  and  added  to  the  existing  wards,  as  shown  by  the  dotted  green  line 
on  the  map,  and  that  the  increase  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  together  with  so 
much  of  each  of  the  existing  wards  as  is  situate  in  the  county  Waterford,  should  be 
formed  into  a new  ward  to  be  called  the  South  Ward,  and  we  suggest  that  this  new 
ward  should  return  one  Alderman  and  three  Councillors.  The  increment  in  area  which 
we  propose  would  be  1,496a.  3r.  16p.,  and  its  annual  valuation  about  £4,273.  The 
valuation  of  the  proposed  new  ward  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  would  be  about 
£2,700,  while  that  of  the  proposed  East  Ward  and  West  Ward  respectively,  would 
he  £S,5S4  155.,  and  £8,30S  5s. 


DROGHEDA. 

The  borough  of  Drogheda  is  constituted  under  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  of 
1840.  1 1 

The  acreage  within  the  present  boundary  is  521a.  3k.  27i*.,  this  area  was  originally 
defined  by  the  Act  of  1840,  since  which  time  no  alteration  in  the  municipal  limits  has 
taken  place. 

Ihe  valuation  of  the  borough  is  £19,104,  and  the  population  in  1S7J.  was  13,510. 
The  repair  and  maintenance  of  the  roads  within  the  borough  is  vested  in  the  Grand 
Jury  of  the  County  of  the  Town  of  Drogheda,  who  exercise  their  functions  over  an  area 
which  is  conterminous  with  the  municipal  boundary.  The  county  cess  levied  by  the 
Grail J Jury  of  the  town,  averages  about  Is.  6d.  in  the  pound. 

Hie  Corporation  have  within  the  last  ten  years  carried  out  extensive  sanitary 
improvements  at  considerable  cost,  which  necessitated  a sanitary  rate  beiiwr  levied  at 
tlie  time,  but  no  municipal  rate  has  ever  been  struck,  as  the  corporate  income  has 
been  found  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditure. 

The  annual  value  of  the  property  vested  in  the  Corporation  is  about  £4,000  a year, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that,  as  some  leases  fall  in  during  the  next  few  years,  the  rental 
will  be  largely  increased.  J 

The  Corporation  were  of  opinion  that  the  municipal  area  was  too  circumscribed  and 
that  the  present  boundary  should  be  extended  to  a radius  of  two  miles  from  the  centre 
ot  the  town,  ihe  arguments  m favour  of  this  extension  were  not  based  on  the 
the  -Romnwh  f =a  °f  i but  principally  that  it  was  desirable  that 

arfa  ns  Magistrates  shou  d have  power  to  exercise  their  functions  over  a wider 
anrf5  several  ^Tay  fatlon  wluo11  ™ th,e  centre  °f  the  town,  the  workhouse, 

diction  oTaeTo?™|hluthmhies  * t0Wn'  “d  ^“™tly  without  the  juris- 

Much  inconvenience  was  felt  to  be  the  result  of  this.  The  principal  traffic  of  tire 
CT  assembl?  tllCTe:.  and  the  station  b thronged  with 
is  committed  fhe  en  coming  of  every  train,  and  if  any  dispute  occurs,  or  any  offence 
? br°U?ft  be£bre  t]“.  Meath  magistrates  instead  of  being 
freouentlv  allowed  i " 16  °° a-  map!sf;rates,  and  it  was  alleged  that  offenders  were 

as-  ? unpunished  in  consequence  of  the  trouble  which  was  entailed 
oy  Dunging  tiiem  to  a remote  petty  sessions  court. 

of  were  pointed  out  in  the  case  of  the  workhouse,  as  in  the  event 

‘ ^ a ‘ inb  to  be  held,  the  coroner  of  the  county  of  Meath  has  to  be  com- 
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municated  with,  and  brought  from  a distance,  although  the  borough  coroner  lives  close  dbo«ueo*. 

at  The  Corporation  anticipated  that  in  the  event  of  their  acquiring  the  extended  area  Ev..  130 
they  sought,  the  income  derivable  from  their  property  would  still  prove  adequate  to  etteq.'  ’ 
meet  the  increased  expenditure  over  the  new  area,  and  as  no  further  sanitary  improve-  e-  147 
ments  for  the  town  were  required,  or  in  contemplation,  the  corporate  property  would  : 
still  be  found  sufficient  to  maintain  the  present  sanitary  staff  and  arrangements.  On  the 
crrounds  of  the  general  policy,  that  the  suburbs  of  every  large  town  within  a certain 
distance  beyond  the  built-upon  portion  or  town  proper,  should  be  under  the  municipal 
jurisdiction  for  police  and  sanitary  purposes,  we  propose  a new  boundary,  which  will 
extend  to  a distance  of  from  one  and  a-half  to  two  miles  from  the  centre  of  thetown, follow- 
ing, as  far  as  possible,  townland  boundaries.  The  area  would  then  be  7,094  acres,  and 
the  valuation  about  £13,500. 

We  have  marked  on  the  map  an  “ inner  area”  for  full  taxation,  in  case,  at  any  time, 
it  should  become  necessary  to  strike  a municipal  rate. 

We  propose  no  alteration  in  the  boundaries  of  the  existing  wards,  but  that  the 
suburbs  brought  in  should  be  divided  into  portions  to  be  added  to  the  wards  to  which 
they  are  adjacent. 


KILKENNY. 


Kicukrt. 


The  municipal  boundary  of  the  borough  of  Kilkenny  as  fixed  by  the  Corporation  3*4  Vic., 
Act,  was  retained  as  the  boundary  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  the  provisions 
of  which  were  adopted  in  1856.  _ Vic.  c.  103. 

The  area  of  the  borough  is  878a.  Or.  30p.,  and  the  valuation  is  £17,258  6s.  Ev.jV 

The  population  is  12,710,  and  it  is  not  believed  to  be  increasing.  Ev.,  9,  18. 

The  Corporation  have  an  income  arising  from  rents  and  rentcharges,  market  and  Ev->  30> 31, 
fair  dues,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  about  £4,236  a year.  Hitherto  the  necessity  Ev.,  168. 
has  not  arisen  to  levy  a borough  rate,  or  a rate  for  sanitary  purposes,  as  the  income  Ev.,  16,  42. 
derived  from  the  corporate  property  has  been  found  adequate  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  town. 

We  beg  to  submit  the  following  recommendations  : — That  the  present  boundary  be 
taken  as  the  inner  area,  over  which  the  Corporation  may  levy  a full  rate,  and  that 
the  outer  area  be  adopted  as  defined  by  the  red  lines  on  the  accompanying  map. 

There  are  two  wards  in  Kilkenny,  St.  John’s  and  St.  Canine's,  and  we  recommend  that  Ev-> 20- 
the  portions  of  the  new  area  should  be  annexed  to  them  in  the  manner  described  on 
the  map.  _ 

In  the  event  of  the  suggestion  of  the  Select  Committee,  that  the  fiscal  powers  of 
the  Grand  Juries  of  the  cities  of  the  towns  should  be  vested  in  the  Town  Council 
being  carried  out,  we  think  that  a road  rate  should  be  struck  over  the  entire  area,  iu 
the  manner  we  have  described  in  the  case  of  Bray. 

The  additional  area  which  we  propose  to  include  within  the  municipal  boundary  will 
be  about  8,071  acres,  of  which  41a.  3r.  39p.  is  water,  and  the  valuation  of  the 
borough  will  be  thus  increased  by  £10,495. 


LIMERICK. 

' The  boundaries  of  the  city  of  Limerick  were  fixed  by  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act,  1840,  and  by  the  same  Act  the  city  was  divided  into  five  wards. 

By  the  Limerick  Corporation  Act,  1853,  the  wards  were  re-arranged,  and  increased 

^Br^nmenok  Improvement  Act,  1858,  section  37,.the  fiscal  powers s of  the  Grand 
Jury  of  the  City  ceased,  and  were  transferred  to  the  Corporation;. by  the  Mth  and ^ follow- 
ing  sections  a rate  for  General  Purposes,  for  all  purposes  theretofore  prided  foi by&e 
Grand  Jury,  was  authorized  ; hut  this  rate  is  not  to  be  applied  to  the  niakm^  enlargi  0, 

repairing,  or  paving  any  street,  road,  or  passage  within  the  ■ ..  1Ri7 

By  the  67th  section  portions  of  tire  Towns  Improvement  Clause 'Art  1847 , are 
incorporated,  including  section  167  of  that  Act,  by  which  every  pe  , ? 

used  as  arable,  meadow,  or  pasture  ground  only,  or  as  wood  ands  or mM gato ens,  or 
nursery  grounds,  shall  be  rated  in  the  proportion  of  one-thud  part  only  oi  the  net 

Tylhetsth  section  the  expense  of  making  maintaining  and  cleansing  the  present 
or  future  sewers  are  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  Improvemen  rc  . i ra^„ 

By  the  77th  section  the  Corporation  are  authorized  to  asses “d  levy 
to  be  called  “ The  Improvement  Rate,”  not  exceeding  m y y ° 

the  pound,  on  the  annual  value  of  the  property  included  m such  rate. 


3*4  Vic., 
c.  103. 

1C  * 17 
Vie.,  c.  73. 
16  & 17 
Vie.,  c.  194. 


10  & 11 
Vie.,  c.  34. 
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h-erick.  By  the  72nd  section  no  other  rates  can  be  levied  except  a “ borough  rate”  under 
— 3 and  4 Vic.,  c.  108,  sec.  133,  and  3 and  4 Vic.,  c.  109,  sec.  10,  by  the  latter  of  -which 

the  amount  of  the  borough  rate  is  now  restricted  to  3 cl.  in  each  year. 

28  Vic.  c.8.  By  the  Limerick  Improvement  Amendment  Act,  18G5,  the  Corporation  were 
empowered  to  construct  an  embankment  to  reclaim  a foreshore  adjoining  the  lands  of 
Courtbrack  and  Corkanree.  By  the  15th  section  the  limits  of  the  borough  were  extended 
so  as  to  include  the  lands  acquired  and  reclaimed  by  the  Corporation. 

Ev.  35.  The  rates  struck  from  1874  to  1878  are  as  follows  : 


General  Purposes  Improvement 

Rat*.  Rate. 


1874, 

a.  d. 
. 2 0 

2 

10 

1875, 

. i in 

4 

2 

1876, 

. 1 3 

3 

7 

1877, 

. 1 10 

4 

1 

1878, 

. 1 3 

3 

6 

No  borough  rate  has  ever  been  struck. 

Et.,  112,  The  present  area  of  the  city  is  2,074  acres;  the  annual  valuation,  £65,358,  of  which 
117, 118.  £64,610  is  assessable ; and  the  population  (in  1S71),  44,209. 

Ev.,  225.  The  area  of  the  Parliamentary  borough  is  much  more  extensive,  containing  31,753 
acres,  and  extending  on  the  west  and  south  about  five  miles,  and  on  the  east  six  miles, 
from  the  centre  of  the  city. 

Ev  134-5.  The  electoral  division  of  Limerick  contains  8,821  acres,  and  is  of  the  annual  valuation 
of  £78,763. 

Ev.  189  A good  deal  of  evidence  was  given  in  favour  of  an  extension  of  the  present  boundary. 
254.  ’ The  Corporation  passed  a resolution  on  the  10th  January,  1879,  seeking  an  extension 

Ev.,  16,  et  to  the  limits  of  the  Parliamentary  borough ; the  intention  being  to  take  over  the 
aeq.  additional  area  from  the  County  Grand  Jury,  on  the  terms  of  the  Limerick  Improvement 

Act,  1853. 

We  do  not  think  such  an  extensive  development  is  desirable,  hut  we  recommend  an 
extension  of  the  present  boundary,  as  shown  on  the  map  with  this  Report,  and  embracing 
the  townlands  set  out  on  said  map,  which  will  add  to  the  existing  area  4,383  acres,  and 
to  the  valuation  about  £9,500.  The  boundary  differs  from  that  of  the  electoral  division 
by  the  exclusion  of  some  townlands  at  the  north-west,  which  are  more  than  two  miles 
from  the  centre  of  the  town. 

We  propose  that  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  roads,  &c.,  which  is  now  borne  by  the 
Improvement  Rate  should  be  in  future  defrayed  by  a Road  Rate,  to  be  assessed  and 
levied  on  all  property,  in  the  same  manner  as  County  Cess ; and  that  the  Improvement 
Rate  in  the  inner  and  outer  areas  be  assessed  and  levied,  as  recommended  by  us  for 
towns  under  the  Towns  Improvement  (Ireland)  Act,  1854  ; railways  being  added  to  the 
list  of  differentially-rated  properties. 


loNDDSDunitr. 

llJiHVie., 
c.  141. 
184:19  Vic., 
c.  54. 

27 &28Vic., 
c.  191. 


Ev.,  40,  41. 


Ev.,  46. 


LONDONDERRY. 

Londonderry  is  constituted  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  and  under  the 
Londonderry  Improvement  Acts  of  184S,  1855,  and  1864. 

By  the  Act  of  1848,  the  Corporation  were  given  the  control  and  management  of  the 
roads  within  the  municipal  limits,  and  were  empowered  to  levy  an  improvement  rate 
not  to  exceed  4s.  in  the  pound  on  the  net  annual  value.  The  70th  section  of  this  Act 
provided  that  every  house,  building,  or  garden  situated  more  than  100  yards  from  a 
public  lamp  should  only  he  liable  to  one-third  of  the  rate. 

The  Corporation  were  authorized  to  borrow  £40,000  by  the  Act  of  1848,  and  by 
the  subsequent  Act  them  borrowing  powers  were  extended  to  a further  sum  of  £1,000. 
They  have  contracted  loans  up  to  the  full  limit,  and  the  money  has  been  applied  to 
the  establishment  of  public  markets,  a cemetery,  and  a water  supply. 

By  the  Act  of  1864,  the  municipal  boundary  was  extended  to  its  present  area,  which 
comprises  an  acreage  of  2,464. 

There  are  three  wards  in  the  borough — the  North,  South,  and  East  wards,  the 
valuation  of  which  is  as  follows— North  ward,  £28,434  ; South  ward,  £17,188  10s.; 
Eastward,  £26,166  ; making  the  total  valuation  of  the  Borough  £71,788  10s.  On 
£58,200  of  this  amount  the  full  rate  is  assessed,  and  the  one-tliird  rate  on  the 
remainder. 

We  have  marked  with  a blue  line  the  area  which  we  believe  is  at  present  liable  to 
the  full  rate,  and  in  the  view  of  the  so  recent  legislation  on  the  subject  we  do  not 
propose  to  recommend  any  extension  or  alteration  in  the  existing  municipal  boundary, 
or  in  the  boundary  of  the  wards. 
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SLIGO.  S„IC„ 

Sligo  is  constituted  under  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1840,  and  the  Slioo  3 i < Vic., 
Borough  Improvement  Act,  1 S69,  and  the  Sligo  Borough  Improvement  (Revival  of  S'.1?8;. 

Powers)  Act,  1880.  “c  fur. 

By  the  Act  of  1869  the  boundary  was  extended  and  made  conterminous  with  the  43  & 44 
Parliamentary  boundary,  which  is  a circle  of  a radius  of  one  and  a-half  miles.  This  Vic->  c. 109. 
includes  an  area  of  3,001a.  2u.  29p.,  which  is  an  increase  of  2,501  acres  on  the  former  Ev'’  5>  38‘ 
area. 

The  population  in.  1871  was  10,670,  and  the  valuation  £18,250.  The  population  in  Ev.,6,9,10. 
18S1  was  10,764. 

By  the  Act  of  1869  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  in  relation 
to  the  applotting  and  levying  of  county-cess  ceased,  but  the  borough  continued  liable  to 
contribute  towards  amounts  from  time  to  time  presented  by  tbe  Grand  Jury  of  the 
county  for  purposes  for  which  county-cess  would  have  otherwise  been  leviable  in  pro- 
portion to  the  valuation  of  the  borough  to  that  of  the  county.  By  the  11th  section  the 
repairs  of  streets,  roads,  passages,  footways  and  bridges  are  to  be  borne  by  the  borough 
fund.  By  the  147th  section  the  Corporation  may,  in  case  the  borough  fund  is  insufficient 
to  meet  the  expenses  charged  on  it,  strike  a borough  rate  on  all  property  rateable  to  the 
relief  of  the  poor.  Land  which  is  arable  meadow,  pasture  only,  woodland,  market 
o-arden  or  nursery  ground  is  assessable  only  in  tbe  proportion  of  one-half ; houses  and 
buildings  situate  more  than  200  yards  from  a lamp,  or  100  yards  from  a water  main, 
shall  not  be  liable  to  more  than  a maximum  of  2s.  6 d.  in  the  pound,  but  it  shall  not  be 
compulsory  on  the  Corporation  to  supply  such  houses  with  gas  or  water.  By  section 
148  the  Midland  Great  Western  Railway,  having  been  at  great  expense  to  obtain  a 
private  water  supply,  are  onlj”  to  be  rated  in  the  proportion  of  one-fourth.  By  the  149th 
section  the  borough  rate  was  limited  to  4s.  Gd.  in  the  pound,  or  5s.  when  arrangements 
for  carrying  out  the  waterworks  were  perfected.  This  maximum  included  the  borough 
rate  of  2d.  under  the  3 & 4 Vic.,  c.  109. 

The  Act  also  empowers  the  Corporation  to  make  and  maintain  water  works,  to  pur- 
chase the  works  of  the  Gas  Company,  to  establish  fairs  and  markets  and  to  acquire 
market  rights,  to  construct  slaughter-houses,  to  provide  fire  engines,  and  to  maintain 
a staff  of  firemen,  &c. 

By  the  Act  of  1880  the  powers  as  to  waterworks  of  the  Act  of  1869,  which  had 
expired,  are  revived.  By  the  12th  section  the  Corporation  are  empowered  to  strike  a 
water-rate  not  exceeding  2s.  in  the  pound  to  he  levied  and  assessed  in  the  same  manner 
as,  and  in  addition  to,  the  borough-rate,  under  the  Act  of  1869,  the  maximum  of  which 
is  4s.  Gd.  in  the  pound  in  any  one  year.  The  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  not  to 
be  rated  at  more  than  5s.  in  the  pound  on  their  buildings,  and  in  the  proportion  of  one- 
fourth  only  on  tlie  railway.  _ 

The  blue  line  on  the  map  shows  tbe  former  municipal  area,  and  within  which  the 
houses  may  be  rated  to  a maximum  of  6s.  Gd.  in  the  pound  for  borough-rate  including 
water-rate.  , , n 

Within  this  area  the  supply  of  water  free  of  charge  to  the  inhabitants  by  the  Corpo- 
ration for  domestic  purposes  is  compulsory,  outside  it  the  Corporation  aie  au  onze 
but  not  required  to  give  such  supply.  _ . - 4 

The  total  liabilities  of  the  Coloration  amounted  to  £11,177  16s  3d,  and  this  debt  Ev.,  112,  rf 
stood  in  debentures,  mortgages,  and  bonds,  on  which  the  Corpoiation  a presen  pay  ^ 

interest  at  the  rate  of  £5  per  cent,  per  annum.  , .,  ■ . f *’ , 9fi‘ 

There  are  twenty- two  miles  of  road  within  the  present  boroug  , an  127!  "' 

maintaining  these  is  estimated  at  £30  per  mile.  « , . « 

We  are  enabled  in  tbe  case  of  Sligo  to  carry  out  the  suggestion  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee  by  recommending  that  the  area  of  the  borough  be  made  con  ermmo 

HTWs  vri^placTan  additional  area  of  3,067  acres  in  the  hands  of  the  Co^bon, 1 rnd 
trill  increase  the  valuation  by  £3,667.  We  recommend  that ?"S3ed  area^ ts  they 
empowered  to  assess  and  levy  rates  to  the  same  extent  over  .t  g 

are  now  authorized  to  do  over  the  present  one.  jL  , 

- 3 three  wards  in  Sligo,  t£e  North,  West,  an d . East Ward ^ 


There  are  tnree  warns  in  ongo,  uienun-u,  ..  ■ , i-l 

the  extension  should  be  apportioned  between  them  in  the  manner  set  down  in  the  map. 


WEXFORD. 


3 & 4 Yic., 
c.  108. 


The  municipality  of  Wexford  is  constituted  under  the  Municipal  Cyahons  Act, 

140,  and  a CharL  obtained  in  1846,  the  tteS  V^IOS. 

id  an  Act  passed  in  1873,  confirming  (among  others)  a r ^ 
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Wkxvoud. 

36  ViT,  c. 
Cl  (local). 
Ev.,  17. 
Ev.,  8,  et 
seq. 

Ev.,  37. 


Ev.,  110. 


Ev.,  5S,  7 
04,  150. 


Ev.,  75. 


Ev.,  83. 


Ev.,  102, 
129. 


WATElUY.Itn. 


Ev.,  3. 
Ev.,  5. 
Ev.,  4. 
Ev.,  31. 
Ev.,  36. 
Ev.,  41. 


Ev.,  34. 
Ev,,  70. 


Ev.,  88. 


XXVI  MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 

Government  Board  for  Ireland,  transferring  to  the  Corporation  the  fiscal  powers  of  th 
Grand  Jury  within  the  town.  ' e 

The  town,  the  boundary  of  which  is  coterminous  with  that  of  the  Parlianientar 
Borough,  contains  483  acres  ; with  a population  of  12,077;  and  is  valued  at  £15  -00 
annually.  It  is  divided  into  three  wards. 

Under  the  Act  of  1840,  a borough  rate  has  been  struck,  varying  from  Is.  to  9 cl  i 
the  pound,  in  the  years  1876-7-8,  and  under  the  Provisional  Order  and  Act  of  1 873 1n 
rate  has  been  struck,  varying  from  2s.  to  Is.  1 0 d.  in  the  same  years.  ’ 

No  improvement  rate  has  ever  been  struck  under  the  Act  of  1854. 

By  the  Provisional  Order  and  Act,  1S73,  all  rates  ceased  to  be  levied  by  the  Grand  Jurv 
within  the  town,  but  the  Grand  Jury  continues  to  receive  the  due  proportion  of  county 
at  large  charges.  By  section  7 of  the  Provisional  Order,  the  Corporation  are  em- 
powered to  make  a rate  not  exceeding  2s.  in  the  pound  in  any  one  year,  to  defray  the 
expenses  consequent  upon  and  incident  to  the  transfer  of  the  charge  of  the  roads 
bridges,  footpaths,  and  public  works,  and  county  at  large  charges.  The  application  of 
l , the  rates  which  have  been  assessed  and  levied  under  this  Provisional  Order  and  Act 
has  not  been  confined  to  the  purposes  above  stated,  but  has  extended  to  the  <e  improve- 
ment of  the  town  ” and  sanitary  works,  on  which  it  would  appear  about  £400  a year 
has  been  spent,  equivalent  to  the  proceeds  of  a rate  of  6cl.  in  the  pound.  As  this  rate 
is  assessed  and  levied  as  if  under  the  Act  of  1854,  land  and  other  property  mentioned 
in  the  62nd  section  of  that  Act,  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  roads,  only  in 
the  proportion  of  one-fourth.  As  we  have  previously  stated  in  this  Report,  in  the  case 
of  Bray  township,  we  think  that  there  should  be  no  differential  rating  for  maintenance 
of  roads,  Ac.  In  Wexford,  at  present,  this  is  of  little  consequence,  but  if  the  extension 
we  propose  is  carried  out,  it  would  be  only  right,  in  our  opinion,  that  differential 
rating  for  this  purpose  should  be  abolished,  and  a Road  Rate  created,  which  should  be 
confined  to  its  proper  purposes  of  maintaining  roads,  &c.,  and  paying  county  at  W 
charges  to  be  assessed  and  levied  as  county  cess  is  at  present;  and  an  improvement  rate 
struck,  if  necessary,  for  the  other  requirements  of  the  town. 

Opinion  was  divided  in  Wexford  as  to  the  desirabilty  of  an  extension,  the  opponents 
of  it  being  influenced  chiefly  by  the  operation  of  the  62nd  section  of  the  Act  of  1854. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  boundary  should  be  extended  as  shown  on  the  map  to 
take  m the  entire  electoral  division  of  Wexford,  and  the  townlands  of  Crosstown. 
imeone,  Berry  bank  north,  and  Ferrybank  south,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Slaney 
We  propose  the  present  area  as  the  “inner  area,”  and  the  extension  above  mentioned 
as  an  outer  area,  the  borough  and  improvement  rates  to  be  assessed  and  levied  in 
the  inner  and  outer  areas  as  recommended  by  us  in  the  case  of  towns  under  the  Towns’ 

t^Ptownment  ACt’  1854' bUt  tbe  °Uter  area  n0t  t0  be  rated  for  the  suPP13r  of  water  to 
The  charge  of  the  bridge  across  the  river  Slaney  to  remain  with  the  Grand  Jury. 
nrnrw!afln0tl^Cjmmw?any  chaage  “J*16  Present  wards,  but  that,  if  the  extension  we 
thetl^iOQti Pf5ent  ?vard  boundaries  be  continued  along  the  same  roads  to 
the  boundary  of  the  electoral  division,  and  that  the  four  townlands  on  the  north  side  of 

he  to^  hvntL  a ^ Sel8kar’S  ™rd/  The  additionfd  area  brought  within 

T0S  ol  .^/dP08"1,  e^ensi0J  ™ld  be  3,655a.  3b.  81  p.,  with  a valuation  of 
SelskaFs  ward  A ua£m  r°u  ^ proP°sed  wards  would  be  as  follows  .—St. 

SWO  ^ £ 6’505  5s'  « and  St-  Mary’s  ward, 

WATERFORD. 

3 &4e^^nc^'o30i?d^^^^,0f  Waterf”d  was  by  The  Municipal  Corporation  Act, 
tA ’ -A-  the  sf'“e  as  that  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Waterford 

in  1879  ^m£38n739e5rmTh  hm*d?Sc7  is  499a-  2a-  16*4  and  the  valuation 
m 1B/9  was  £38,739  5s.  The  population  was  stated  to  be  about  24  000  No 

rates  Til  S tKo'  br11  Td'  *Tn-er  *he  Aot  “Prizing  the  waterworks, 
domestic  Ater  rate’  the  public  water-rate  being  limited  to  3d  in  the  pound,  and  the 

£23 ^,°yeara^0n'  ^^^^^^P^^of^one’ro^ffor^wMi^tiie'city^Gr^nd  JuryTays 
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In  1875  the  Corporation  promoted  a Bill  in  Parliament  to  extend  the  area  to  be 
commensurate  with  the  electoral  division,  and  to  transfer  to  them  the  fiscal  powers  of  Ev  77 
the  County  Grand  Jury  in  respect  thereof.  ' gg 

The  question  of  extending  the  boundaries  had  been  considered  by  the  Corporation,  Ev.,  6i. 
and  the  finance  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  adopted  a boundary  which  would  be  Ev.’!  as. 
an  extension  of  about  one  half-mile  beyond  the  present  boundary  on  the  south  side 
and  of  about  one  quarter-mile  on  the  north  side  of  the  River  Suir.  It  was  calculated 
that  the  cost  of  the  roads,  &c.,  with  £100  a year  for  additional  sanitary  supervision, 
would  be  met  by  a rate  of  2s.  2d.  in  the  £,  showing  a considerable  advantage  to  the  Ev.,  *j3 
persons  brought  in.  This  extension  would  have  brought  into  the  city  about  l°405  acres 
additional,  the  assessable  value  of  which  was  £5,886.  It  was  proposed  that  this 
extension  should  be  subject  to  the  public  water-rate,  but  not  to  the  domestic  water-rate. 

The  Corporation,  on  considering  the  report  of  the  finance  committee,  resolved  that  no 
extension  should  be  made. 

The  present  boundary  runs  along  the  middle  of  Barrack-street ; this  gives  rise  to  an  Ev- 
anomalous  state  of  things,  namely,  that  the  houses  on  one  side  of  the  street  will  be 
assessed  for  water-rates  but  not  those  on  the  other  side,  and  of  two  military  barracks 
in  this  street — one  is  within  and  the  other  without  the  City. 

There  are  several  public  buildings  and  a large  number  of  residences  immediately 
outside  the  municipal  boundary. 

We  beg  to  direct  attention  to  the  evidence  that  the  sanitary  state  of  the  suburban  Ev.,  109, 
district  will  be  better  attended  to  if  it  be  brought  under  the  Urban  Authority,  who  have  241,  315. 
better  arrangements  for  attending  to  it  than  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
who,  as  Rural  Authority,  have  charge  of  the  district  outside  the  municipal  boundary  at 
present. 

We  recommend  that  the  boundary  of  the  city  be  extended  to  that  of  the  electoral 
division,  as  shown  by  the  external  red  line  on  the  map  which  we  have  prepared,  and  on 
which  we  have  also  shown,  by  a blue  line,  the  boundary  which  we  propose  for  the  inner 
area. 

The  fiscal  powers  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  being  transferred  to  the  Corporation 
as  regards  the  maintenance  of  roads,  bridges,  and  footways,  we  recommend  that  a rate 
be  struck,  to  be  called  a road  rate,  and  that  all  property  be  equally  assessed  to  it.  All 
property  within  the  inner  area  should  be  assessed  to  the  public  water  rate ; but  as 
regards  the  domestic  water-rate,  it  should  only  be  assessed  on  premises  within  a fixed 
distance  of  which  the  water  mains-may  be  brought. 

The  electoral  division  contains  7,368  acres,  with  a valuation  of  £51, OSS,  and  a 
population  of  about  29,000. 

It  was  remarked  at  our  inquiry  that  one  beneficial  effect  of  the  extension  of  the  Ev.,  101. 
boundary  would  be  that  the  population  of  the  city  would  be  increased  to  beyond 
25,000,  so  that  the  Artisans  Dwellings  Act  would  become  applicable,  and  evidence  was  ^ ’ u 36 
given  that  in  such  event  the  Act  would  probably  be  at  once  availed  of,  to  the  great  Ev  203, 
benefit  of  the  city.  376-7. 


The  city  is  at  present  divided  into  six  wards : — 
OentreWard, 

Custom  House  Ward,  . . 

Southward, 

Tower  Ward, 

West  Ward, 


Valuation, 

£5,011 

5,933 

6,869 

9,740 

11,185 


Burgesses. 

128 

156 

151 

177 

136 


We  think  the  new  ward  boundaries  should  be  as  shown  on  the  map,  the  present 
boundary  between  West  Ward  and  South  Ward  being  altered  so  as  to  be  the  same 
as  that  of  the  Poor  Law  wards ; and  the  area  north  of  the  river  being  divided  and 
added  to  Custom  House  Ward  and  Tower  Ward  respectively. 


(Signed), 

CHARLES  P.  COTTON.  (Seal.) 

H.  A.  ROBINSON.  (Seal.) 


Vere  St.  Leger  Goold,  Secretary. 


June  21,  1882. 
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APPENDIX  TO  THE  EEPOET. 


APPENDIX  No.  1. 

Form  1. 

Notice  of  Enquiry. 

Municipal  Boundaries  Commission,  Ireland, 
Four  Courts,  Dublin,  18 

gIR In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the 

Municipal  Boundaries  Commissioners,  I hereby  give 
notice  that  they  will  attend  at  the  Town  Hall  , 

on  , the  at  o’clock  a.m.,  when  they 
will  be  prepared  to  receive  such  evidence  as  may  be 
tendered  to  them  on  the  subject  of  the  existing  Bound- 
aries of  the  Town  of  , and  as  to  the 

expediency  of  extending,  limiting,  or  otherwise  altering 
the  same. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Verb  St.  Leoer  Goold,  Secretary. 

The  Town  Clerk. 

APPENDIX  No.  2. 

Form;  of  Queries  sent. 

Municipal  Boundaries  Commission  (Ireland). 

Town  of 

Population  . Area  . Valuation 

1.  Whether  the  town  is  divided  into  wards  for 
Municipal  purposes,  and,  if  so,  into  how  many  1 

2.  Are  such  wards  conterminous  with  any  wards  in 
existence  for  Poor  Law  purposes,  and,  if  not,  in  what 
particulars  do  they  differ  1 


3.  In  what  Electoral  Division  or  Divisions  is  the 
town  included  1 

4.  Are  the  Municipal  and  Poor  Law  boundaries,  as 
at  present  arranged , conterminous  1 and,  if  not,  state  in 
what  particulars  they  differ. 

5.  What  have  been  the  poundage  rates  made  for 

Municipal,  Poor  Law,  and  County  purposes  respect- 
ively, during  each  of  the  last  five  years,  viz. : 


0.  Are  the  present  municipal  boundaries  regarded 
with  dissatisfaction  by  the  ratepayers  generally  or  by 
any  section  of  them  1 


7.  If  so,  what  are  the  objections  entertained  to 
them  1 

8.  What  is  the  opinion  of  the  Municipal  Body  on 
this  subject  ? 

9.  Arc  there  any  changes  in  the  existing  boundaries 
which  they  would  suggest  as  desirable  whether  in  the 
direction  of  extending,  limiting,  or  otherwise  altering 
them  1 

10.  What  are  the  particular  grounds  on  which  any 
such  suggested  changes  are  founded,  and  what  advant- 
ages are  anticipated  from  them  if  adopted  1 

11.  Are  there  any  general  observations  bearing  on 
the  objects  of  the  present  Commission  which  the 
Municipal  Body  desire  to  submit  for  consideration  1 


Abstract  of  Replies  to  Circulars  sent  to  the  several  Municipal  Authorities. 

n.fc — Not  known.  n.r.— No  reply.  n.g.— Not  given. 


Antrim 

Ardec, 

Armagh,  . 
Athlone, 

Athy,  . 
Aughnacloy, 
Bagennlstown, 
Balbriggan, 

Beilina,  , 
B&Uinaeloc, 
Ballybay,  . 

Ballymena, . 
Ballymoney, 
Ballyshannon, 
Banbridgc, . 


Bray,  . 

Callan, 

Carlow, 

Carrickfergua,  . 
Carrickmacrosa,  . 

Carrick-on-Suir, 

Cashel, 

Castlebar,  . 
Caatleblayney, 
Cavan, 
Clonakilty, . 


| 19,78(i 

r.,r>oa 

2,733 


22,396 
2,021 
I 10,900 
23,047 


To  increase  income. 

To  cnablo  Commissioners  to  meet  Harbour  guarantee. 
Outsiders  who  derive  advantage  from  town  should  contribute. 


Additional  expenditure  without  corresponding  benefit.  Population 
outside  too  small.  . 

To  enable  approaches  to  town  to  be  better  maintained. 

To  include  markets  and  fairs,  and  get  benefit  of  fines  for  breaches  of 
law  in  vicinity  of  town. 

To  include  suburban  buildings. 


in  the  advantages 


To  embrace  a large  amount  of  valuable  rateable  property. 

To  embrace  suburban  localities  which  would  partake  i"  ,h‘‘ ' 
of  sewerage,  water  supply,  and  gas-supply. 

To  include  valuable  districts  outside,  also  desirability  of  haring  proiier 
municipal  aupervision  over  the  district,  and  control  OTer  bulldiug, 
sanitary,  frc. 

For  drainage,  sanitary,  and  dispensary  purposes.' 

People  outside  derive  benefits  from  improvements  made  by  ratepayers. 

To  benefit  the  township. 

Gmt'adrantagVto  those  outside,  and  lightening  tax  on  townspeople. 


To  increase  the  taxing  area. 

•able  in  case  of  Commissioners  becoming  the  Drban  Sanitary 


The  equity  of  those  living  in  the  vicinity  of 
nearly  all  its  advantages  *"  »« 


and  deriving 

_ its  taxation,  whereby  th» 

Town  Council" will  be'enabled  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  their  uie- 
f uincss  to  the  community  at  large,  and  particularly  as  regards 
sanitation  generally. 

Considerable  property  outside  bene  fitted  by  moneys  expended  by  the 
Commissioners. 
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APPENDIX  No.  3. 

Towns  under  17  <£-  18  Vic.,  c.  103. 


xxxi 


Arklow, 

Athy,  . 

Ardee, 

Atlilone, 

Antrim, 

Aughnacloy, 

Bagnalstowu, 

Balbriggan, 

Ballymena, 

Ballymoney, 

Belturbet, 

Ballyshannon, 

Banbridge, 

Bangor, 

Ballybay, 

Ballinasloe, 

Ballina, 

Boyle,  . 

Carlow, 

Callan, 

Clonakilty, 

Carrick-on-Suir 

Cashel, 

Cavan, 

Cootehill, 

Coleraine, 


Armagh,  . 

Bandon,  . 

Downpatrick,  , 
Dungannon,  , 


Blackrock, 
Bray,  . 
Clontarf, 
Dungarvan, 
Dalkey, 


Belfast, 
Clonmel, 
Cork,  . 
Drogheda, 


Number  of 
Electoral 
Division,  in 
whichsituatod. 


1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


3 

1 

1 

1 

2 


1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 


3 

2 


Town. 

Number  of 
' Electoral 
Divisions  in 
which  situated 

Town. 

Number  of 
Electoral 
Divisions  in 
which  situated. 

Catrickmacross, 

1 

Maryborough, 

1 

Castleblayney, 

1 

Mountmellick,  , 

2 

Clones, 

1 

Mullingar,  . , 

1 

Cookstown, 

1 

Midleton,  , , 

1 

Castlebar, 

1 

Naas, 

I 

Dundalk, 

1 

Newbridge,  . 

Dromore, 

1 

Navan,  . , 

1 

Ennis, 

1 

New  Boss, 

Enniscorthy,  . 

1 

Nenagh,  , 

1 

Fermoy, 

1 

Newtownards, 

Gorey, 

2 

Parsons  town, 

2 

Gilford, 

1 

Portadown,  , 

2 

Uolywood,  . 

1 

Eathkeale,  , . 

o 

Killiney  & Ballybrack, 

2 

Roscommon,  . , 

1 

Kells,  , 

1 

Skibbereen,  . 

1 

Kinsale, 

1 

Strabane,  , 

1 

Keady, 

2 

Tullamore, 

1 

Killarney, 

1 

Triin,  , . 

1 

Longford, 

1 

Templemore,  , 

1 

Lismore,  , 

1 

Thurles,  . . 

1 

Larne,  , 

3 

Tipperary,  , 

1 

Lisburn, 

4 

Tandragee,  . 

1 

Lurgan, 

1 

Tuam,  , 

1 

Letterkenny,  . 

1 

Westport,  , 

1 

Limavady,  . 

1 

Loughrea, 

1 

dth  Geo.  IV,  c. 

82 

Fethard, 

1 

Tralee,  , 

1 

Mallow, 

1 

Wicklow,  , , 

1 

Monaghan, 

1 

Youghal,  • . 

1 

Omagh, 

1 

Special  Acts. 

Enniskillen,  . 

1 

Newry,  . . 

2 

Galway,  . . 

1 

Pembroke,  • . 

1 

Kilmainham  (New),  . 

1 

Queenstown,  . 

1 

Kingstown,  . 

- 

Rathmines  & Rathgar, 

2 

3 »£•  4 Vic.,  c. 

08. 

Dublin, 

2 

Sligo,  . . 

1 

Kilkenny, 

1 

Wexford,  . . 

1 

Limerick,  . . 

1 

Waterford,  . . 

1 

Londonderry, 

4 

APPENDIX  No.  4. 


Town. 

Date  Visited. 

By  whom  Visited. 

Arklow, . . 

Athy,  . 

Ardee,  . 

Athlone,  , , 

Antrim,  . 

Armagh, 

Aughnacloy, 
Bagnalstown,  , 
Balbriggm, 

Ballymena, 

May  1,  . . 1873, 

February  13,  . . » 

May  14, 

December  14,  . • 1878, 

July  19,  . • 1879, 

July  25,  . • » 

July  24,  . • » 

February  11,  . . » 

May  13,  . . » 

September  23,  . • » 

Charles.  P.  Cotton. 

W.  P.  O'Brien. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  O’Brien. 
H.  A.  Robinson. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  Robinson. 
H.  A.  Robinson. 

Messrs.  O’Brien  and  Cotton. 

0.  P.  Cotton. 

Messrs.  Exham  and  Robinson. 
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APPENDIX  No.  4. — continued. 


Date  Visited. 


By  whom  Visited. 


Ballymoney, 

Belturbet, 

Bit  llj- shannon, 
Banbridge, 

Bangor,  . 

Bally  bay, 

Ballinasloe, 

Ballina,  . 

Boyle, 

Bandon,  . 

Blackrock, 

Bray, 

Belfast,  . 

Carlow,  . 

Callan,  . 

Clonakilty, 
Carrick-on-Suir 
Cashel,  . 

Cavan,  . 

Cootehill, 

Coleraine, 
Cavrickmacross, 
Castleblayney, 

Clones,  . 

Cookstown, 

Castlebar, 

Carrickfergus, 

Clontarf, 

Clonmel, 

Cork,  ‘ . 

Dundalk, 

Drumcondra, 

Dromore, 

Downpatrick, 
Dungaimon, 

Dungarvan, 

Dalkey,  . 

Drogheda, 

Dublin,  . 

Ennis,  . 

Enniscoi  thy, 

Enniskillen, 

Ferrnoy,  . 

Fethard, 

Gorey,  . 

Gilford,  . 

Galway, 

Holywood, 

Killiney  and  Ballybrack, 
Kells, 

Kinsale, 

Keady,  . 

Killaniey, 

Kiluiainham  (Ne’ 
Kingstown, 

Kilkenny, 

Longford, 

Lismore, 

Larne,  . 

Lisburn, 

Lurgan,  . 

Letterkenny, 

Limavady, 

Loughrea, 

LimencK, 

Londonderry, 
Maryborough, 
Mountmellick, 


w), 


July  18, 

September  26, 

October  6, 

September  10, 

June  18, 

July  29, 

October  2, 

September  4, 

September  30, 

January  3, 

September  2, 

May  3, 

August  5,  6,  8,  9, 
October 20, 21, 22, 23, 
November  26,  27, 
February  12, 

August  21, 

January  3, 

March  10, 

March  11, 

September  27, 
September  18, 

July  14, 

September  17, 

July  29, 

July  21, 

September  16, 
September  6, 

September  24, 
November  5, 

May  26, 

January  7,  8,  ! 
December  2, 

July  28, 

June  22, 

August  7, 

June  12, 

July  24, 

December  31, 

April  24, 

November  30,  ’78,  April 
April  7,  S,  9,  10,  12,  1" 
May  19,  20,21,22,  23, 
July  1,2, 

December  9, 

February  7, 

July  30, 

J anuary  4 ; October  15, 
August  18, 

February  24,  . 

August  7 ; September 
J uly  8, 

November  24,  25, 

April  22, 

April  29, 

January  6, 

September  9,  . 
December  28,  . 
November  4,  . 

August  26 ; September 
March  6, 

October  1, 

December  30, 

June  11, 

June  14, 

June  13, 

August  II, 

July  15, 

December  -11, 

July  4, 

July  11, 

March  5, 

March  14, 


25,  , 


1880, 

1879, 


1880, 

1S79, 


1878, 

1879, 
26,  „ 


24, 


181 
187! 
16,  . 


1878, 

1879, 


1878, 

1879, 


II.  A.  Robinson. 

II.  A.  Robinson. 

II.  A.  Robinson. 

W.  A.  Exham. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

H.  A.  Robinson. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  Robinson. 

H.  A.  Robinson. 

W.  A.  Exham. 

W.  A.  Exham. 

Messrs.  Exham  and  Cotton. 

I Messrs.  Exham,  Cotton,  and  Robinson. 

Messrs.  Exham  and  O’Brien. 

H.  A.  Robinson. 

W.  A.  Exham. 

W.  A.  Exham. 

W.  A.  Exham. 

H.  A.  Robinson. 

H.  A.  Robinson. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

H.  A.  Robinson. 

H.  A.  Robinson. 

W.  A.  Exham. 

H.  A.  Robinson 
H.  A Robinson. 

Messrs.  Exham  and  Robinson. 

Messrs.  Exham  and  Robinson. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  Robinson. 

| Messi’s.  Exham  and  Cotton. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  Robinson. 

W.  A.  Exham. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

Mess  is.  O’Brien  and  Cotton. 

Messrs.  Exham  and  Cotton. 

Messrs.  Exham,  Cotton,  and  O’Brien. 

j-  Messrs.  Exham  and  Cotton. 

Messrs.  Exham  and  O’Brien. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  O’Brien. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  Robinson. 

I C.  P.  Cotton. 

H.  A.  Robinson. 

Messrs.  Exham  and  Cotton. 

H.  A.  Robinson. 

Messis.  Exham,  Cotton,  and  Robinson. 
Messi's.  Exham  and  Robinson. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

W.  P.  O’Brien. 

W.  A.  Exham. 

W.  A Exham. 

W.  A Exham. 

Messrs.  Exham  and  Cotton. 

Messrs.  Exham  and  Cotton. 

H.  A.  Robinson. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  O’Brien. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  Robinson. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  Robinson. 

H.  A.  Robinson. 

H.  A.  Robinson. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  O’Brien. 

Messra  Exham,  Cotton,  and  Robinson. 
Messrs.  Exham,  Cotton,  and  Robinson. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 
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APPENDIX  No.  4 — continued. 


Mullingar, 

Midleton, 

Mallow,  . 

Monaghan, 

Naas, 

Newbridge, 

Navan,  . 

New  Ross, 

Nenagh, 

Newtownards,  . 

Newry,  • 

Omagh,  . 

Parsonstown, 

portadown, 

Pembroke, 

Queenstown, 

Rathkeale, 

Roscommon, 

Rathmines  and  Rathgar, 
Skibbereen, 

Strabane, 

Sligo,  - 
Tullamore, 

Trim, 

Templemore, 

Thurles,  . 

Tipperary, 

Tandragee, 

Tuam,  . 

Tralee,  . 

Westport, 

Wicklow, 

Wexford, 

Waterford, 

Youghal, 


Date  Viailed. 


December  16,  . 

. 1878, 

January  3;  October  17,  1879, 

December  27,  . 

. 1878, 

September  25, 

. 1879, 

December  21,  . 

. 1878, 

March  17, 

. 1879, 

December  19,  . 

. 1878, 

February  10,  . 

. 1879, 

August  26, 

• » 

June  17, 

• » 

July  26, 

„ 

July  23, 

» 

May  31, 

• *> 

June  16, 

• » 

November  3,  . 

• » 

January  9, 

„ 

March  1 2, 

• » 

September  29,  . 

,, 

September  3,  . 

„ 

January  2, 

„ 

July  14, 

September  1,  . 

May  15, 

• » 

December  18,  . 

. 1878, 

March  13, 

. 1879, 

March  1 3, 

„ 

May  30, 

• » 

September  15, 

• ' » 

December  12, 

. 1878, 

December  30,  . 

• „ 

September  6,  . 

. 1879, 

April  5, 

• » 

February  8, 

• » 

March  7, 

» 

January  2, 

By  whom  Visited. 


Messrs.  Cotton  and  O’Brien. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

Messrs.  Exham  and  Cotton. 

PI,  A.  Robinson. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  O’Brien. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  O’Brien. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  O’Brien. 

H.  A.  Robinson. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

Messrs,  Cotton  and  Robinson. 
Messrs.  Cotton  and  Robinson. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  Robinson. 
Messrs.  Exham  and  O'Brien. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

H.  A.  Robinson. 

W.  A.  Exham. 

W.  A.  Exham. 

H.  A.  Robinson. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  Robinson. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  O’Brien. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

C.  P.  Cotton. 

0.  P.  Cotton. 

H.  A Robinson. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  O’Brien. 

W.  A.  Exham. 

Messrs.  Cotton  and  Robinson. 

W.  A.  Exham. 

Messrs.  Exham,  O'Brien,  and  Cotton. 
Messrs.  Exham  and  Cotton. 

Messrs.  O'Brien  and  Cotton. 


APPENDIX  No.  5. 


Communications  received  from  Municipal  Authobities  and  other  Bodies  and  persons  interested. 


ARMAGH. 

Town  Commissioners’  Office, 
Armagh,  May  26,  1879. 

Gentlemen, — I have  been  directed  by  the  Urban 
Sanitary  Committee  of  Armagh  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  open  sewers  upon  the  outskirts  of  this  city, 
which  are  within  your  rural  sanitary  district,  and  to 
request  that  you,  in  compliance  with  the  21st  sec.  of 
the  41st  and  42nd  Vic.,  c.  62,  will  be  pleased  to 
have  them  properly  cleansed,  and  put  in  such  a sani- 
tary state,  so  as  that  the  nuisance  which  they  contain 
may  not  form  a prolific  source  of  disease,  or  aid,  during 
the  summer  months,  in  the  spread  of  disease. 

The  Committee  hope  that  there  will  be  no  unneces- 
sary delay  in  the  execution  of  this  important  duty. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  G.  Peel,  Town  Clerk. 

To  the  Board  of  Guardians,  Armagh  Union. 

Copy  of  Resolution  from  the  Meeting  of  Abmagh 

Town  Commissioners,  held  on  the  9tli  December, 

1833. 

The  persons  instructed  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  boundaries  of  the  old  borough,  and  to  report 
how  far  they  would  recommend  same,  or  what  other 
limits  they  would  recommend  the  Commissioners  to 


idopt,  having  made  their  report,  and  same  having  been 
approved  of,  it  was  unanimously  resolved. 

That  the  Commissioners  determine  limits  of  the  city 
vud  of  the  suburbs  and  liberties,  thereof,  respectively, 
to  which  the  purposes  of  the  Act  shall  extend,  to  be  as 
"tallows Adopting  the  boundaries  of  the  old  borough 
io  far  as  same,  with  certainty,  appear  to  be  defined, 
7b...  commence-  at  Umgola  Spring  Well,  pursue  the 
stream  issuing  therefrom  till  it  falls  into  the  Gallon 
River,  the  course  of  which  again  pursue,  keeping  it  as 
oefore,  on  the  left,  until  it  is  joined  by  the  Ballma- 
ione  Waters,  the  course  of  which  pursue,  keeping  it 
ikewise  on  the  left  as  far  as  Cavanacaw-lane,  tlu-ough 
said  lane,  crossing  the  Newry-road,  up  to  the  rearing 
of  the  meadows  held  by  Mr.  Dobbin,  which  mearmg 
follow  until  the  point  where  it  comes  up  or  strikes 
igainst  the  Primate’s  demesne  wall  (the  old  borough 
boundary  being  undefined  within  the  demesne),  take 
A a direct  line  from  the  aforementioned  point  over 
which  there  appears  some  raised  work,  tln-ough  the 
demesne,  south  of  the  Palace,  beeping  on  the  left  a 
moss-house  at  rere  of  the  Palace,  and  within  the  pri- 
vate pleasure  grounds,  thence  down  an  old  ditch  south 
of  the  old  orchard  and  north  of  the  farm-yard,  into 
which  there  flows  a small  stream  which  comes  out  un- 
der the  demesne  wall  above  the  watering-troughs  on 
the  Keady-road,  take  said  road  as  far  _as  Dromaigue- 
lane,  which  take  and  pursue  as  far  as  the  nmamig  be- 
tween the  Rev.  P.  8.  Henry  s and  Dr.  Robinsons 
farms,  pursue  that  mearing  and  likewise  that  between 
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Mr.  Gardner’s  and  Dr.  Robinson’s  farms,  as  far  as  the 
Old  Monaglnm-road,  which  take,  turning  up  same  to 
the  left,  as  far  as  Umgola-lane,  at  the  head  of  which 
the  wall  commenced  as  it  is  situate, 

Resolved — That  the  Chairman  be  requested  to  get 
made  a proper  map  of  the  foregoing  limits,  as  deter- 
mined on  by  the  Commissioners. 


Scotch-street,  Armagh, 


August  ISth,  1879. 

Gentlemen, — In  my  evidence  given  at  the  sitting 
of  the  “ Municipal  Boundaries  Commission,”  at  Ar- 
magh, on  25th  of  July  last,  I intended  stating  (but 
for  an  interruption  by  the  Town  Clerk)  that  the 
existing  municipal  boundary  of  the  borough  should 
be  made  coterminous  with  the  limits  of  the  Poor  Law 
electoral  division  of  Armagh. 

The  advantages  to  the  community  would  he,  if  the 
city  were  divided  into  wards,  that  the  four  Guardians 
of  the  electoral  division  would  he  chosen  by  the  rate- 
payers— one  Guardian  to  each  ward,  distributing  the 
representation  to  each  quarter  of  the  city. 

At  the  last  and  previous  elections  for  the  Town 
Council,  Mr.  T.  G.  Peel,  the  Town  Clerk,  nominated 
and  appointed  the  twenty-one  Commissioners.  He 
has  for  many  years  past  nominated  the  four  Guardians 
of  the  “ Armagh  electoral  division,”  thus  practically 
taxing  a whole  city  and  division  of  nearly  10,000 
people. 

A meeting  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  city  requested 
me  to  bring  the  above  to  your  notice,  so  that  by  the 
division  of  the  city  into  four  wards,  constituting  one 
electoral  division,  the  borough  may  be  saved  from  the 
chaotic  state  it  was  in  from  July  1st,  1878,  to  Feb- 
ruary 17th,  1S79,  during  which  the  ratepayers  had 
the  “ Corporation”  in  the  High  Court  of  Justice. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient 
servant, 


Alexander  Blane. 


To  C.  P.  Cotton  and  H.  A.  Robinson, 
esqs.,  of  Her  Majesty’s  Municipal 
Boundaries  Commission. 


BALLYMONEY-. 

Ballymoney,  18th  July,  1879. 
The  Municipal  Boundaries  Commissioner 

Gentlemen — We  bike  the  liberty  of  directing  your 
attention  to  the  area  of  rating  in  the  Ballymoney  Elec- 
toral Division  of  Ballymoney  Union  for  sanitary  pur- 
poses. The  area  of  rating  for  such  purposes,  as  laid 
down  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  is  the  towulands 
of  Townparks  and  Glebe,  and  we  would  beg  to  inform 
yon  that  our  farms  are  situated  a mile  and  a quarter 
from  Ballymoney ; that,  consequently  we  derive  no 
benefit  from  the  expenditure  of  any  moneys  for  making 
sanitary  improvements ; we  would  also  draw  your  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  our  holdings  are  purely  agri- 
cultural, as  none  of  us  reside  in  the  town,  or  own  any 
property  therein.  Before  the  Government  valuation 
came  into  force  in  this  union  there  was  a townland  in 
the  old  poor-law  rate  books  known  as  Leaney,  but 
since  the  introduction  of  the  new  valuation  this  town- 
land  was  included  in  that  of  Townparks,  and  we  would 
beg  you  would  inquire  into  this  matter,  and  on  account 
of  the  reasons  stated  direct  that,  the  lands  set  forth  in 
this  old  townland  of  Leaney  shall  be  excluded  from 
paying  any  portion  of  the  special  sanitary  rate  of  the 
Ballymoney  Division.  We  may  state  that  at  a special 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  application  was 
considered,  and  no  objection  was  made  by  any  member 
of  the  board  to  the  change  we  have  proposed. 

We  are  respectfully,  &c., 

Daniel  Kinney, 

John  Quinn, 

Andrew  MTlmoyle, 
James  Kennedy, 
Thomas  Stewart. 


BALLYBAY. 

Ballybay,  County  Monaghan, 
9th  September,  187-9. - 

Gentlemen — Referring  to  the  inquiry  held  by  you 
in  this  town  on  2Uth  July  last,  and  my  evidence  then, 
you  will  see  I was  the  only  person,  in  addition  to  the 
Town  Clerk  and  three  of  the  Commissioners,  who  gave 
any  evidence  before  you.  I then  stated  that  I objected 
to  the  proposed  small  extension  as  proposed  by  the 
Commissioners,  but  recommended  a larger  extension 
as  was,  I think,  suggested  by  the  Town  Clerk.  I uow 
beg  to  add  that  I have  since  then  lmd  several  oppor- 
tunities of  talking  to  the  people  who  own  the  lands  in 
the  district  proposed  to  bo  added  to  the  town  boundary 
and  they  are  unanimously  against  being  annexed  to 
the  town,  and  are  prepared  to  go  as  far  as  they  can  to 
oppose  annexation,  and  this  being  so  I consider  it  would 
be  better  to  let  the  boundary  alone,  but  at  most  to  add 
only  the  small  portions  of  lands  proposed  by  Commis- 
sioners. As  I am  myself  one  that  is  very  much  in- 
terested  in  this  matter,  I hope  you  will  excuse  this 
letter,  and  take  these  facts  into  consideration  before 
making  your  final  report  to  Government. 

1 am,  sirs,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Lester. 

To  the  Municipal  Boundaries 
Commissioners,  Dublin. 

BOYLE. 

Town  Commissioners’  Office,  Boyle, 
6tli  October,  1879. 

At  a meeting  of  Town  Commissioners  held  this  day, 
John  D.  MacDermott  Esq.,  Chairman,  Clerk  was  in- 
structed to  forward  a copy  following  resolution:— 
To  Municipal  Boundaries  Commissioners,  Ireland, 
Four  Courts,  Dublin. 

Resolved — That  as  wc  were  not  present  at  the  re- 
cent inquiry  by  a Municipal  Boundaries . Commis- 
sioner, having  been  on  the  eve  of  a fair,  and  incon- 
venient to  most  of  us,  and  our  chairman  being  at 
Athlone  Sessions,  and  as  some  statements  were  then 
made  which  are  inaccurate,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to 
put  the  Municipal  Boundaries  Commissioners  in  pos- 
session of  the  following  facts : — 

That  this  town  was  put  under  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Acts  in  J miliary,  1 867,  after  the  usual  preli- 
minary steps,  including  public  advertisements,  which 
steps  extended  over  some  months,  and  that  the  public 
meeting  held  by  order  of  the  then  Lovd  Lieutenant, 
before  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  was  unanimous  in 
adopting  the  Act. 

That  prior  to  its  adoption,  the  town  was  in  a most 
neglected,  state,  nothing  being  done  for  it  except  the 
i-epairsof  roads  by  Grand  Jury  cess;  that  amongst  the 
many  defects  then  existing  there  was  a conspicuous 
and  dangerous  one  in  the  very  centre  of  the  town— 
namely,  crumbled  down  old  wall,  from  the  central 
bridge  to  the  military  barracks,  and  separating  the 
river  from  a roadway.  That  nobody  acknowledged 
liability  to  repair  said  wall,  which  was  for  many  years 
in  a most  disgraceful  and  dangerous  state,  so  much  so 
that  a valuable  life  was  lost  owing  to  there  being  no 
protection  between  that  roadway  and  the  river.  That 
soon  after  that  melancholy  death  it  was  agreed  by 
all  the  inhabitants,  except  about  two  persons,  that 
the  general  want  of  improvement  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  continue  any  longer.  That  the  wall  re- 
ferred to  was  rebuilt  and  raised,  and  was  since  kept 
in  repair  by  the  Town  Commissioners,  though  in 
strictness  same  ought  to  have  been  done  by  others.  The 
expense  was  about  £20. 

That  there  was  no  public  pump  or  fountain  then  in 
the  town,  and  the  Commissioners  had  piping  laid  in 
the  bed  of  the  river,  and  conveyed  the  present  spring 
water  from  St.  Patrick’s  Well’  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile  into  the  centre  of  the  town. 

That  whilst  the  piping  was  being  laid  one  of  the 
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a ntjemea  wlio  attended  before  the  Municipal  Bouncl- 
Commissioners  lately,  the  lessee  of  the  mills, 

11 ,1  who  was  opposed  to  the  taxation  upon  him  which 
should  result  from  the  Towns  Act,  allowed  water  to  be 
' t u))  iu  his  mill  dam,  and  at  certain  intervals  sent 
Ft  down  upon  the  men  laying  the  piping  until  it  became 
necessary  to  apprise  him  that  a penalty  of  .£5  would 
.be  inflicted  for  eaoli  such  not 

That  the  town  is  burly  lighted  by  twenty-seven 
public  lamps,  and  with  some  few  exceptions  fail- light 

W!That  those  two  latter  important  and  useful  im- 
provements it  was  stated  to  the  Municipal  Boundaries 
Commissioner  were  all  that  the  Town  Commissioners 
done  for  the  town,  forgetful  of  the  first-mentioned  im- 
provement work,  and  what  is  hereinafter  mentioned. 

1 That  the  roadways  are  under  contract  with  the 
Grand  Jury,  and  the  contractor  is  hound  to  have  the 
streets  swept  twice  a week,  and  the  present  contractor, 
who  has  had  that  contract  for  many  years,  discharges  his 
duty  fairly,  and  the  Commissioners  have  looked  to  that 
matter  whenever  necessary,  and  sent  their  Town  Ser- 
geant to  the  contractor,  who  always  attended  to  what 
he  was  asked  to  do  ; but  after  fairs  and  markets  a 
great  deal  of  cleaning  up  is  required,  and  takes  some 
days  to  do  same. 

That  the  Commissioners  do  not  receive  a farthing 
out  of  the  tolls  which  are  charged  for  cattle,  sheep,  or 
pigs  which  soil  the  streets.  That  the  crescent  near 
the  court-house  lias  never  been  under  contract  with 
the  Grand  Jury,  and  there  pigs  are  sold  and  tolls 
charged,  and  the  place  left  in  filth  after  fairs  and 
markets  ; that  the  Commissioners  arranged  with  the 
road  contractor  to  clean  same  for  the  consideration  of 
the  manure,  but  after  doing  so  for  some  years  lie 
declined  to  continue,  and  the  Commissioners  got  men 
to  sweep  up  the  place  finding  that  it  would  not  he 
done  by  others. 

That  the  Board  of  Guardians  are  the  sanitary 
authority  for  some  years,  and  that  so  long  as  the  Cres- 
cent or  any  other  ’place  is  not  under  the  contract  with 
the  Grand’ Jury  it  is  clearly  the  duty  of  that  sanitary 
board  to  have  same  kept  free  from  nuisance,  and  that 
hoard  acknowledged  it.s  liability  of  having  the  Cres- 
cent swept  ; hut  only  one  occasion,  and  rather  lately, 
the  state  of  the  same  place  was  brought  under  the 
notice  of  that  board,  from  whose  observations  it  is  ex- 
pected something  will  be  done. 

That  at  several  public  thoroughfares  in  the  town 
where  there  were  old-fashioned  channel  grates,  and  out 
of  which  intolerable  smells  arose,  the  Commissioners 
had  stench  traps  properly  set. 

That  the  Commissioners  had  wells  in  the  outlets  of 
the  town  built  around  and  covered. 

That  iu  dry  summers  the  river  flowing  through  the 
centre  of  the  town  becomes  almost  dry  between  the 
rracks,  and  unsightly  and  unwholesome 


to  the  me  of  the  vast  number  of  small  tenements  in 
the  town,  very  many  not  having  even  a back  dooi-,  a 
state  of  things  so  detrimental  to  health  and  decency, 
that  the  attention  of  the  sanitary  authority  has  been 
frequently  called  to  that  obstacle  to  the  wellbeing  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  to  the  want  of  urinals,  but 
nothing  has  been  effected  as  yet,  but  it  is  hoped  will 
be. 

That  there  can  he  no  conflict  of  authority  between 
us  and  any  other  body.  Our  duties  are  clearly  defined 
and  so  are  theirs,  as  will  be  seen.  We  have  discharged 
ours  to  the  benefit  of  the  town,  considering  the  small 
sums  at  our  disposal,  and  we  deny  that  we  ever  frus- 
trated any  intended  improvement  from  being  carried 
out  or  ever  refused  to  aid  in  any  such,  whilst  we  often 
formed  committees  and  suggested  work  required  in 
and  about  the  town,  but  several  of  which  up  to  the 
present  are  not  earned  out.  Those  facts  will  plainly 
show  that  we  have  improved  the  town  considerably 
and  commensurately  with  our  friends. 

Proposed  by  the  chairman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Scott 
and  passed  unanimously. 

By  order, 

Patrick  Coyne,  T.C. 

BALLIN'  ASLOE. 

To  the  Municipal  Boundaries  Extension  Commis- 
sioners. 

The  memorial  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Ballinasloe  sheweth— 1 That  at  the  holding  of  a court  of 
inquiry  with  regard  to  extension  of  municipal  bound- 
aries in  this  town,  some  months  ago,  a number  of 
memorialists  were  opposed  to  an  extension  of  the  ex- 
isting boundaries.  , 

That  since  then  the  sanitary  authority  has  been 
transferred  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  memonal- 

1StThat  in  view  of  an  efficient  carrying  out  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  it  is  proposed  to  construct  sewerage 
and  waterworks  for  the  township. 

That  memorialists  are  aware  that  in  view  of  those 
changes  those  opposed  to  an  extension  of  the  bound- 
«x  some  time  ego  «•  now  &™iable  to  same, 
owing  to  tlie  improvements  wlncli  will  take  place  oyer 
memorialists'  district  of  boundary  by  a tiorougb  sam- 

‘TSSSXih— , pray  tlmt  tiese  factsmay  W 
considered  by  tie  Commissioned,  previous  to  tile 
issue  of  their  report,  and,  if  considered  ““■V; 
that  they  will  hold  a supplemental  inquiry  to  have  tie 
facto  stated, 

and  memorialists  shall,  as  m duty  bound,  el  pi_y. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

John  Ward,  Chairman. 


bridgC  and  b.m.-utoavto,  .van.  v..  j 

appearances  are  presented  such  as  large  stones  and 
muddy-looking  stuff,  and  these  the  Commissioners  have  EJwavci  Steacie,  Town  LlerK. 
fvnm  fi’nim  t.imia  fxinsofl  l.n  lifi  removed,  and  the  water  Tiollinasloe.  September  -rtth,  • 


from  time  to  time  caused  to  be  removed,  and  the 
allowed  to  cover  over  the  hod  of  the  river. 

That  tlie  Commissioners  were  the  means  of  having 
two  additional  fairs  held  in  Boyle,  aided  by  the  then 
said  lord,  the  owner  of  the  tolls,  Hie  advertising  oi 
which  costs  some  £30,  and  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Commissioners  a sheep  green  was  given  by  the  then 
said  lord  ; that  much  inconvenience  and  danger  existec 
by  allowing  Hie  street  leading  to  the  cattle  green  to  le 
choked  up  with  cattle,  carts,  &c.,  <fcc.,  and  by  an  order  o 
the  Commissioners  that  place  lias  been  kept  as  a tree 
passage  by  tlie  police,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  t ie 
public. 

That  the  butter  market  is  not  over,  at  least  sellers 
are  not  paid  before  0 to  10  r.M.,  and  all  have  tne 
benefit  of  the  public  lights,  and  so  have  Hiose  living 
within  a cii-ele  of  a few  miles  of  the  town,  who  in 
dry  seasons  send  their  cattle  and  also  take  away  m 
water  barrels  the  water  supplied  by  the  Commis- 
sioners. , .. 

That  the  town  is  sorely  in  need  of  accommodation 


Ballinasloe,  September  - 

bray. 

Dublin  Castle,  July  IS,  1S79. 
t l.nvp  been  requested  to  forward  to 
GKTunisi,  th&  most  influential  noble- 

yonamemoinil.  ’io  1 “J  and  lauded  proprietors 

Richard  R.  W ingfield 
The  Municipal  Boundary  Commissioners. 

“ We,  fie  im.^f1^^|uefl^eBinv^desirc^o  convey 
£££iir rtjBomdavy  CommWonem  our 
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reasons  for  deprecating  the  proposed  extension  of  the 
township,  as  far  as  our  interests  are  concerned. 

“ In  the  first  place,  we  must  earnestly  protest  against 
the  doctrine  repeatedly  enunciated,  and  apparently  re- 
garded as  self-evident,  during  the  recent  sitting,  viz., 
that  because  we  derive  certain  undefined  advantages, 
whether  in  the  shape  of  actual  profit,  or  mere  conve- 
nience from  our  proximity  to  the  town,  we  are  there- 
fore equitably  liable  to  be  rated  in  consequence  of  those 
advantages. 

“ Not  to  insist  upon  the  obvious  consideration  that 
whatever  benefits  wo  derive  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
town  are  fully  reciprocated  and  paid  for  by  our  expen- 
diture and  custom,  we  prefer  to  base  our  objection 
upon  the  broader  ground,  that  it  is  a fundamental 
principle  of  local  taxation,  that  each  tax  must  represent 
a distinct  and  tangible  local  purpose  and  benefit,  and 
that  such  a thing  as  taxation  in  the  lump  for  objects 
not  distinctly  stated  and  defined,  is  without  precedent 
and  calculated  to  lead  to  infinite  abuses. 

“Were  we  to  be  annexed  to  the  township  on  the 
terms  referred  to,  we  should  be  at  this  disadvantage, 
as  compared  with  those  who  reside  within  the  present 
township  (and  they  derive  at  least  as  much  benefit 
from  the  town  as  we  do),  that  whereas  they  know  exactly 
what  they  are  taxed  for,  and  can  judge  whether  or 
not  the  money  raised  for  each  specific  object  is  pro- 
perly applied,  we  shall  be  paying  the  rate  of  lOJd.  for 
an  advantage  so  vague  and  shadowy  that  it  never  cun 
be  in  any  man’s  power  to  say  whether  it  is  too  much 
or  too  little,  whether  it  ought  to  be  doubled  or  reduced 
to  one-Iialf ; in  fact  it  will  not  be  so  much  a rate  as  a 
penalty. 

“ An  example  will  illustrate  the  untenable  nature 
of  the  position.  Those  who  happen  to  reside  near  a 
railway  station  undoubtedly  derive  both  profit  and 
convenience  from  that  proximity.  Will  it  be  contended 
that  if,  through  mismanagement  or  any  other  cause, 
the  company  should  find  itself  in  pecuniary  difficulties, 
those  who  have  thus  benefited  by  the  line  should  be 
made  legally  liable  to  contribute  towards  its  main- 
tenance. 

“We  venture  to  affirm,  in  contradistinction  to  the 
principle  we  have  noted,  that  the  limits  of  the  tow- 
ship  should  not  be  enlarged,  except  so  far  as  to  include 
those  districts  to  which  there  is  a reasonable  prospect 
of  soon  extending  the  tangible  benefits  derivable  from 
the  township,  such  os  gas,  water,  paved  footpaths,  drc., 
and  that  it  would  he  an  arbitrary  and  unwarrantable 
proceeding  to  annex  outsiders,  to  whom  the  Commis- 
sioners have  neither  the  means  nor  the  intention  of 
giving  such  privileges. 

“ Pembroke, 

“ PoWERSCOURT, 

“ Moxck, 

“ Plunket,  Meath, 

“ George  Hodson,  Bart., 

“ E.  Synge  Hutchinson,  Bart., 
“Emily  Ribton, 

“Phineas  Riall,  J.P.,  D.L., 
“Henry  S andys,  J.P., 

“ Phineas  Charles  Cockburn, 

“G.  Bookey, 

“Thos.  Lefroy,  Q.C., 

“ Richard  R.  Wingfield,  J.P., 

“ Edward  Lysaght  Griffin,  J.P., 

“ Lewis  Riall, 

“Matthew  P.  D’Arcy, 

“Henry  Doyle, 

“Richd.  M.  Barrington, 

“A.  G.  Riall, 

“William  C.  Domvile,  J.P.,  D.L.’’ 

Copy  of  a Resolution  passed  at  a Special  Meeting 
of  the  Bray  Township  Commissioners,  held  on 
Friday,  the  9th  May,  1879  : — 

Resolved, — That  we  approve  of  the  extension  of 
the  present  township  boundaries  as  proposed  and 
shown  on  the  map  before  us,  on  the  condition  named 


by  Mr.  Exham,  Q.C.,  viz. : — That  the  parties 
posed  being  taken  into  the  township  shall  pay  th 
present  county  rate  in  full,  as  now  paid  by  them  tn 
the  Grand  J ury,  and  that  they  shall  also  contribute 
quarter  the  township  rates  on  land,  and  the  full 
township  rates  on  house  property,  and  that  a copy  of 
this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  Boundaries  Com- 
missioners. 

Passed  9th  May,  1879. 

Edward  Breslin,  Chairman. 

CLONAKILTY. 

Town  Commissioners’  Office,  Clonakilty 
8tli  J anuary  1879.  ’ 

Sir, — I am  directed  by  the  Town  Commissioners 
of  Clonakilty  to  forward  to  yon  the  annexed  copy  of 
a resolution  unanimously  adopted  by  them  at  their 

meeting  held  on  yesterday,  the  7th  instant : 

“ That  we  approve  of  the  extended  boundary  of 
the  township  as  marked  out  by  Mr.  Exham,  one  of 
the  Boundary  Commissioners,  at  the  meeting  held  in 
idle  Town  Hall  on  last  Friday — in  the  meantime 
requesting  that  the  portion  of  the  bay  extending  from 
the  town  to  Ring-pier  on  one  side,  and  to  the  town- 
land  of  Youghall,  on  the  other  side  be  included  in 
the  township,  in  order  that  it  may  be  used  at  some 
future  time  for  sanitary  or  other  purposes.” 

The  Commissioners  also  enclose  a schedule  of  the 
townlands  comprised  in  the  extended  township  with 
their  areas,  population,  valuation,  &c. 

I have,  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J ohn  Davis,  Clerk  to  the  Commissioners. 
Vere  St.  Leger  Goold,  esq.,  Secretary, 

Municipal  Boundary  Commissioners,  Dublin. 

DUNDALK. 

To  the  Commissioner's  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
existing  boundaries  of  the  several  municipal  towns 
in  Ireland. 

Dundalk.  15th  November,  1878. 
Gentlemen — In  accordance  with  your  published 
notice,  we  send  heroin  our  objections  to  the  existing 
municipal  boundaries  of  Dundalk. 

I,  Robert  Black,  Presbyterian  clergyman  of  Dun- 
dalk, for  myself  object  to  the  existing  boundaries,  as 
I receive  no  benefit  whatever  from  the  rates  which  I 
am  compelled  to  pay  to  the  highest  figure  as  if  living 
in  the  town,  and  the  nearest  gas  lamp  to  my  residence, 
“The  Manse,”  is  fully  a quarter  of  a mile  distant. 

And  I,  Kate  Dickie,  of  Fairliill,  object  to  the  exist- 
ing municipal  boundaries  for  the  same  reason  as  said 
Robert  Black,  and  also  that  my  residence,  Fairlnll,  is 
fully  half  a mile  from  the  nearest  gas"  lamp. 

And  I,  Henry  Caddell,  Captain  and  Adjutant  of 
the  Louth  Militia,  of  “ Brighton  Villa,”  object  to  the 
existing  municipal  boundaries  of  Dundalk  for  similar 
reasons  to  the  said  Robert  Black  and  Kate  Dickie, 
and  I say  that  my  residence,  Brighton  Villa,  is  a 
quarter  of  a mile  from  the  nearest  gas  lamp. 

And  we  all  collectively  object,  because  we  derive  no 
benefit  from  the  rates  in  the  way  of  cleansing,  paving, 
or  being  supplied  with  water  or  gas,  or  in  fact  in  any 
way  whatsoever. 

And  the  Commissioners  refuse  to  give  us  any  bene- 
fit or  relief,  and  the  post  office  authorities  refuse  to 
deliver  our  letters  on  account  of  the  distance  from  the 
town,  so  that  we  really  derive  no  more  benefit 
from  the  rates  than  if  we  lived  twenty  miles  from 
Dundalk. 

And,  therefore,  we  respectfully  submit  that  the 
municipal  boundaries  should  not  extend  on  the  west 
side  beyond  the  Great  Northern  Railway  line  from 
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r»  blLu  to  Belfast,  and  that  the  rampart  stream  should 
be^he  municipal  boundary  on  the  south  and  south- 
west side. 

Signed, 

Robert  Black, 
Kate  Dickie, 

H.  Caddell. 


DUNG  ARYAN. 

Ringville,  Dungarvan,  14th  April,  1870. 

Gentlemen, — It  having  come  to  my  knowledge,  as 
well  as  others  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  that  at  a 
meeting  held  on  this  day  week  that  they  ordered  their 
Clerk  to  apply  to  me  to  alter  the  township  boundary 
for  road  purposes  to  what  he  calls  the  town  proper. 

I must  say  that  this  order  was  made  without  notice, 
only  those  who  attended  the  meeting  knowing  any- 
thing of  it- 

As  to  the  case  referred  to  in  the  Clerk  s letters,  and 
the  decision  (of  Mr.  Waters,  our  Quarter  Sessions 
liarrister)  against  them,  I am  not  surprised  at,  as  far 
as  the  Commissioners  and  the  solicitors  appointed  by 
them  to  defend  (for  their  own  solicitor,  Mr.  Hunt,  was 
against  them),  they  seemed  to  take  no  interest  in  the 
matter,  and  as  for  the  solicitor,  I am  not  much  out  to 
say,  he  let  it  go  by  default. 

Mr.  O’Brien  I am  sure  will  recollect  that  reference 
was  made  to  this  matter  at  the  inquiry  which  he  held 
here,  and  after  looking  into  our  special  Act  he  seemed 
to  think  the  special  Act  quite  clear  as  to  our  powers 
of  rating  for  road  purposes.  Section  4 takes  it  from 
under  the  restrictions  of  the  Act  of  1854  (section  62), 
where  expressly  varied. 

I take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a copy  of  our  special 
Act. 

I remain,  Gentlemen,  your  very  obedient, 

M.  A.  Anthony. 

To  the  Boundary  Commissioners. 

Dungarvan,  April  8th,  1879. 

Gentlemen, — I am  directed  by  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners of  Dungarvan  to  ask  you  to  limit  the  present 
boundaries  of  the  township  to  the  limits  of  the  town 
proper  for  road  purposes,  on  the  following  grounds : — 
A landholder  named  Richard  Curran,  residing  within 
the  present  boundary,  appealed  to  the  County  Court 
Judge  against  the  lost  road' rate,  made  on  the  grounds 
that  land  should  not  ho  assessed  for  more  than  the 
one-fourth  part  of  its  value,  and  the  Judge  confirmed- 
the  appeal. 

This  change  would  necessarily  involve  a loss  on  the 
road  rate  of  fully  seventy-five  pounds  a year  to  the 
occupiers  of  houses  who  ore  already  heavily  taxed. 

The  Grand  Jury  cess  is  an  equal  one  on  lands  and 
buildings,  and  should  bo  equitably  so  for  repairs  and 
maintenance  of  roads  within  the  township,  but  as  the 
law  is  evidently  against  such  a rating  within  the 
township  the  Commissioners  feel  that,  in  justice  to 
the  ratepayers  of  the  town,  they,  as  the  governing 
body,  now  ask  you  to  make  the  required  alteration 
which  they  know  you  are  empowered  to  do. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edmond  Morrissey,  Town  Clerk. 

The  Boundary  Commissioners,  Dublin. 


GOREY. 

Knockmullen,  Gorey,  March  23,  1879. 

Sir — 1 have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  the 
enclosed  memorial,  and  to  inform  you  that  the  sig- 
natures are  strictly  limited  to  bona  fide  ratepayers 
for  the  town  of  Gorey,  and  a radius  of  one  mile. 
Fourteen  of  those  who  have  signed  pay  collectively 
for  about  150  weekly  tenants.  The  poor  law  valua- 


tion attached  has  been  supplied  by  the  poor  rate  col- 
lector as  nearly  correct  as  possible. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Cliffe  Owen. 

To  W.  A.  Exham,  Esq.,  Q.C. 

Gorey,  Countv  Wexford,  Ireland, 
March  22nd,  1879. 

To  the  Municipal  Boundaries  Commissioners. 

We,  the  undersigned  ratepayers  living  in  and  near 
the  town  of  Gorey,  beg  to  state  that  we  are  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  existing  boundaries  of  the  township, 
and  do  not  wish  for  any  alteration  of  the  same. 
Signed  by 

John  C.  Guise,  Major-General, 
and  113  ratepayers. 


HOLYWOOD. 

Commissioners’  Office,  Town  Hall,  Holywood, 
6th  January,  1880. 

Sir — By  direction  of  the  Holywood  Town  Com- 
missioners, I beg  to  forward  to  you  extracts  from 
minute  book  as  below. 

Commissioners’  Meeting,  2nd  June,  1879. 

The  boundary  question  having  been  fully  considered, 
it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Gray,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
M‘Lean,  and  passed.  That  the  existing  boundary 
should  not  be  altered  or  extended. 

Commissioners’ Meeting,  15th  December,  1879. 

Mr.  M'Lean  gave  notice  that  he  would  at  next 
meeting  move  that  any  action  or  resolution  come  to 
by  this  board  in  this  matter  be  rescinded. 

Commissioners’  Meeting,  5th  January,  1880. 

Moved  by  Mr.  M'Lean,  and  seconded  by  Major 
Griffen,  and  resolved— That  the  resolution  of  the  2nd 
June  last,  on  the  non-extension  of  the  boundary,  be 
rescinded. 

Moved  by  Mr.  M'Lean,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
M'Cune,  and  resolved,  Mr.  Patterson  dissenting— 
That  we  approve  of  the  boundary  of  the  town  of 
Holywood  being  extended  in  accordance  with  the 
lines  on  the  map  delivered  to  the  Boundary  Commis- 
sioners when  in  Holywood  hearing  evidence  on  the 
subject,  provided  the  Town  Commissioners  can  be 
exonerated  from  any  liability  to  light  and  scavenge  the 
intended  district,  or  any  part  thereof,  until  the  Com- 
missioners shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  taxation  will  be 
sufficient  to  meet  the  outlay,  but  with  liberty  m the 
meantime  to  levy  a tax  on  the  extended  district  not 
exceeding  one-half  the  taxation  to  be  levied  on  the 

ll8Moted1SbyCtMr.  Griffen,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
M'Cune,  and  resolved-That  if  the  boundary  of  the 
town  be  extended  as  proposed,  the  foreshore  should  be 
included  to  low  water  mark  for  the  purpose  of  givmg 
the  Commissioners  sanitary  jurisdiction. 

I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Austin  Waters,  Town  Clerk. 
Vere  St.  Leger  Goold,  Esq.,  Secretary, 

Boundaries  Commissioners. 

To  the  Municipal  Boundaries  Commissioners. 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  owners  of  pro- 

districts,  beg  to  protest  ‘S*”s*  B"ot  fop  a8 

following  reasons,  viz. : 

That  as  regards  public  lighting,  which  is  the  onlj- 
feasible  benefit  at  present  within  the  power  of  the 
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Town  Commissioners  to  bestow,  memorialists  do  not 
consider  it  necessary,  or  that  it  would  add  materially 
to  their  comfort — that  such  as  wish  for  it  have  gas  in 
their  houses,  which  is  all  that  is  necessary. 

That  in  the  matter  of  water  supply — a question  yet 
to  be  satisfactorily  settled  for  Holywood  itself — the 
several  premises  in  these  districts  are  quite  sufficiently 
provided,  and  that  if  further  were  ever  needed  it 
could  be  had  more  abundant  and  superior  from  the 
high  ground  in  their  neighbourhood  than  it  is  at  all 
likely  could  be  obtained  from  Holywood. 

That  there  is  nothing  in  these  districts  requiring 
the  interference  of  the  Town  Commissioners  as  a sani- 
tary authority,  and  that  no  works  of  a sanitary  nature 
to  be  promoted  for  Holywood  could  be  made  available 
for  these  districts. 

Memorialists  therefore  piny  that  you  will  reject 
the  proposal  of  the  Holywood  Town  Commissioners. 

Signed  by 

R.  Megaw,  The  Prairies,  Marino, 

War.  F.  Despard,  Woodleigh,  Marino, 
and  twenty  other  residents. 

KILKENNY. 

Memorial  from  Grand  Jury. 

We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Grand  Jury 
of  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  assembled  on  the  5th  of 
March,  1879,  disapprove  most  emphatically  of  the  ex- 
tension of  the  municipal  borough  of  Kilkenny,  which, 
if  carried  into  effect,  would  decrease  the  area  of  taxa- 
tion of  the  county  at  large. 

Signed  by  twenty-two  members. 

NAVAN. 

Town  Commissioners’  Office,  Navan, 

7th  January,  1879. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Boundary  Commissioners,  Ireland. 

Sir — I am  directed  by  the  Navan  Town  Commis- 
sioners to  forward  herewith  a copy  of  Resolutions 
adopted  by  them  at  their  Meeting  held  on  the  above 
date,  and  to  request  that  same  be  laid  before  the  Muni- 
cipal Boundary  Commissioners,  in  accordance  with 
their  request. 

Copy  of  Resolutions. 

Proposed  by  Mathew  Moore,  Esq.,  seconded  by 
Michael  Rogers,  Esq.,  and  unanimously  resolved  : — 

That  we  make  application  to  the  Local  Government 
board  for  the  extension  of  the  boundary  of  the  town- 
ship of  Navan,  from  its  present  extent  to  a radius  of 
two  statute  miles  from  the  Market-square. 

Proposed  by  Thomas  Nugent,  Esq.,  seconded  by 
Mathew  Moore,  Esq.,  and  unanimously  resolved : — 

That  similar  application  lie  made  with  regard  to 
restoring  to  the  Town  Commissioners,  the  sanitary 
authority  within  the  township ; that  a copy  of  the  above 
resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  office  of  the  Boundary 
Commissioners,  in  accordance  with  their  request. 

I remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Philip  Mulligan,  Town  Clerk. 
Yere  St.  L.  Goold,  Esq., 

Secretary,  Municipal  Boundaries  Commission. 
SLIGO. 

Sir, — I am  directed  to  forward  to  you  a copy  of 
resolution  passed  unanimously  at  a special  meeting 
of  the  Town  Council  of  Sligo,  held  on  24th  September^ 
1879,  and  to  request  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  lay  it 
before  the  Municipal  Boundaries  Commissioners  for 
their  consideration. 

I am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  M'Kih. 

To  Yere  St.  L.  Goold,  Secretary. 

Resolved — That  having  considered  the  subject  of 
the  extension  of  the  municipal  boundary  of  Sligo  to 
the  electoral  division,  the  Council  are  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  make  such  extension. 


That  thin  resolution  lie  communicated  to  the  Mun' 
cipal  Boundary  Commissioners,  and  request  them  t 
report  accordingly. 

Moved  by  Alderman  Kidd,  seconded  by  Alderman 
Tighe.  Piissed  unanimously.  n 

Alexander  Gillmohe,  Mayor,  Chairman. 
James  M‘Kim,  Town  Cleric, 

September  2G,  1879. 

STRABANE. 

Itamelton,  31st  July,  1S79. 

Sir — I beg  to  enclose  herewith  a copy  of  a resolu- 
tion  passed  by  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of 
Donegal  at  last  Assizes. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Megrove,  Secretary  to  the  Grand  Jurv. 
To  Yere  St.  L.  Goold,  Esq., 

Secretai-y,  Municipal  Boundaries  Commission 
Pour  Courts,  Dublin. 

County  of  Donegal. 

Summer  Assizes,  1879. 

Ordered — That  the  Secretary  wi-ite  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Municipal  Boundaries,  stating  that  they 
have  lieai'd  that  the  pi'oject  of  including  the  town  of 
Liffoi'd  in  the  municipal  boundary  of  Strabaue,  has 
been  recommended  to  them,  and  that  having  considered 
the  subject,  the  Grand  J ury  are  of  opinion  that  such 
project  should  not  he  carried  out,  as  it  would  he  in- 
jurious to  the  interests  of  the  county  town  of  Lifford, 
and  no  reasons  have  as  yet  been  laid  before  the 
Grand  Jury  why  the  change  should  lie  made. 

Robert  G.  Montgomery  and  Fellows, 
TUAM. 

Timm,  December  20th,  1878. 

Resolution  of  Town  Commissioners : — 

At  a meeting  of  the  Town  Commissioners  held  on 
this  day,  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  that  taking  into 
account  the  difficulties  that  present  themselves  in  the 
arrangement  of  townland  boundaries,  the  Town 
Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  electoral 
division  of  Timm  would  lie  the  most  advisable  for  the 
municipality,  as  it  would  avoid  all  interference  with 
townland  boundaries,  anil  very  considerably  increase 
the  constituency  of  the  municipality. 

John  Lyons,  Tow  Clerk. 
TIPPERARY. 

Kingswell  House,  Tipperary, 
25th  June,  1S79. 

My  Dear  Sir — I send  a formal  application  respect 
ing  the  application  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  district 
under  Tipperary  Commissioners,  and  I am  satisfied  it 
will  receive  at  your  hands  every  consideration. 

Yours  most  truly, 

J.  Massy. 

Chas.  C.  Cotton,  Esq.,  c.E. 

Kingswell  House,  Tipperary, 
25th  June,  1879. 

Dear  Sir — In  reference  to  the  inquiry  you  lately 
held  in  the  town  of  Tipperary  to  obtain  information 
as  to  the  necessity  of  an  extension  of  the  boundaries 
of  the  lands  under  the  control  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners, I beg  to  inform  you  that  the  first  intimation  I 
had  of  such  an  inquiry  was  a statement  I saw  by 
chance  in  a Dublin  paper  that  it  had  been  held. 

I am  agent  to  Mr.  cle  Staffon,  who  owns  in  fee  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  town  and  the  lands  adjoin- 
ing the  west  and  south-east.  I am  also  possessed  of  a 
considerable  property  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood. 
I am  chairman  of  the  union  (one  of  the  largest  in  Ire- 
land), and  have  been  for  upwards  of  seventeen  years, 
and  a constant  resident  within  a short  distance  of  tlie 
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Had  I notice  I certainly  should  have  attended 
're  vou  to  "ive  ray  decided  opposition  to  any  ex- 
wSu  beyond  equally  taking  in  all  lends  to  tile  extent 
f tlie  most  distant  area  of  the  present  boundary,  and 
five  spoken  to  several  parties  of  mHuencc  ivho 
1 , , havo  done  the  same,  but  they  never  had  the 

remote  idea  that  such  a meeting  was  to  be  held. 
Set  ™®  myself  were  equally  surprised  hoy  the 
natter  had  been  kept  so  secret,  and  which  accounts 
’ the  very  few  that  attended  it,  all  of  whom  having 
one  view,  namely— that  of  obtaining  an  extension, 
f respectfully  submit  for  the  following  reasons 
amongst  others,  that  there  should  be  no  extension  be- 
vond  what  I have  stated 

• lst  in  the  year  1850,  when  the  town  was  then 
about  being  placed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act,  an  extension  of  the  present  bound- 
aries was  sought,  but  the  then  Lord  Lieutenant  re- 
fused any  extension  whatever,  as  appears  by  the  letters 
of  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Larcom  to  me,  which  I enclose. 
Since  then  I understand  similar  applications  were 
made  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  hut  with  like  result. 

2nd.  The  Board  of  Guardians  have  from  time  to 
time  expended  large  sums  of  money  in  the  town  for 
sanitary  purposes,  making  permanent  shores,  erecting 
pumps,  Ac.,  Ac.  . 

3rd.  The  Grand  Jury  of  the  comity  have  at  Special 
Assizes  granted  large  sums  of  money  for  flagging,  Ac., 
jjc.,  amounting  to  several  hundred  pounds. 

4th.  The  Town  Commissioners  have  lately  been  left, 
and  are  now  in  possession  of  a bequest  by  the  late  Mr. 
Readan  of  £200. 

5th.  The  dog  tax,  Ac.,  brings  in  a considerable  sum 
to  the  Town  Commissioners. 

6th.  The  roads  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  are 
made,  kept  up,  and  maintained  by  the  barony ; indeed 
at  the  present  moment  a new  road  is  making  in  the 
town  at  the  expense  of  the  barony. 

Should  you  consider  it  requisite  I am  prepared  to 
attend  and  give  evidence  before  you  as  to  the  correct- 
ness of  this  statement,  and  a number  of  people  in- 
terested in  the  matter  are  also  prepared  to  do  so. 

Under  those  circumstances  I respectfully  submit 
you  ought  not  to  recommend  any  extension  beyond 
what  I have  stated. 


ments  ex.  q.  The  county  of  the  city  of  Waterford  was 
authorised  by  the  40th  George  III.,  c.  93  to  close  up  all 
burial  grounds  within  the  inhabited  part  of  the  city 
of  Waterford,  and  to  purchase  a burial  ground  in  the 
extra  mural  portion,  and  a piece  of  land  was  purchased 
at  Ballymamincha  under  that  Act,  and  was  enclosed. 
The  Corporate  Reform  Act  divided  the  county  of  the 
city  into  two  districts,  some  parishes  are  wholly 
within  the  city,  some  are  partly  within  and  partly 
without  the  city,  and  some  wholly  without  it.  This 
has  required  special  legislation  in  the  Burial  Board 
Act  of  1S54,  and  the  Public  Health  Act  of 
1878.  The  latter  makes  the  Corporation  the 
Burial  Board  for  the  city  of  Waterford,  and  hands 
over  to  it  some  burial  grounds  closed  by  order  of  the 
Lord  Lieuteimut  and  Privy  Council,  but  leaves  the 
burial  ground  purchased  out  of  the  Grand  Jury  rates 
in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  An  extension 
of  the  boundary  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Water- 
ford would  give  the  burial  ground  to  its  rightful 
owners,  and  would  vest  it  in  the  Council  selected  by 
the  citizens  who  purchased  it. 

Upon  the  passing  of  the  Poor  Law  Act,  1 A 2 Vic., 
c.  56.  The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  proceeded  to 
define  the  electoral  division  of  Waterford,  and  for  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  circumference  adopted  the 
boundaries  of  the  then  county  of  the  city  of  Water- 
ford, but  included  a small  portion  not  within  those 
bounds,  and  excluded  a portion  which  was  portion  of 
the  county  of  the  city  of  Waterford.  The  electoral 
division  contains  an  area  of  7,368  acres,  and  a popu- 
lation of  28,959,  being  about  2,000  acres  less  than  the 
former  county  of  the  city,  but  having  a population 
only  1,020  less  than  that  of  the  Parliamentary  borough. 
The  electoral  division  was  divided  into  five  wards,  tin*  • 
area  and  valuation  being  as  follows  : — 


Ares. 
a.  b.  r. 

Tower  Ward,  . 1,034  1 6 

Custom  House  Ward,  . 863  3 21 

St.  Patrick’s  Ward,  . 1,425  3 26 

SouthWard,  . 2,102  3 0 

* West  Ward,  . 1,941  0 19 


Valnatiou. 

£ s.  (I 
12,578  15  0 
7,352  5 0 
9.221  0 0 
9,392  15  0 
13,368  10  0 


Total,  . 7,367  3 32  51,913  5 0 


I remain,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

J.  Massy. 

To  Charles  P.  Cotton,  Esq.,  C.K. 

WATERFORD. 

Waterford,  November  29th,  1878. 

Gentlemen, — I beg  to  annex  some  information  and 
suggestions  with  reference  to  the  boundaries  of  the 
county  of  the  city  of  Waterford,  in  accordance  with 
the  invitation  contained  in  your  advertisement,  and  I 
ask  you  to  consider  this  communication  as  an  objec- 
tion to  the  existing  boundaries  of  the  county  of  the 
city  of  Waterford,  or  the  borough. 

I am,  gentlemen,  vary  respectfully, 

Joseph  Fisiiek. 

The  Municipal  Boundary  Commissioners. 

County  op  the  City’  op  Waterford. 

The  Charter  of  Charles  I.  describes  the  hounds  pf 
the  county  of  the  city  of  Waterford,  which  district 
forms  what  is  still  called  the  Parliamentary  borough 
of  Waterford,  it  comprises  an  area  of  9,446  acres,  and 
has  at  present  a population  of  29,979  persons.  It 
formed  tire  county  of  the  city  of  Waterford  for  judicial, 
for  fiscal,  and  for  Graud  Jury  purposes.  The  principal 
roads,  bridges,  and  footways  therein  were  made  by 
the  city  Grand  Jury,  and  it  was  recognised  as  the 
county  of  the  city  of  Waterford  by  the  Grand  Jury 
Act  of  1835,  but  was  curtailed  in  its- extent  by  the 
Corporate'  Reform  Act,  winch  was  intended  to  deal 
solely  with  municipal  matters,  hut  which  effected  im- 
portant changes  in  Grand  Jury  and  social  arrange- 


Each  ward  elects  two  guardians,  hut  there  is  a pro- 
vision in  the  Public  Health  Act,  enabling  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  divide  the  extra  mural  portion 
into  other  wards  for  the  purpose  of  that  Act.  The 
electoral  division  is  divided  into  two  dispensary  dis- 
tricts, with  separate  physicians,  hut  the  entire  cost 
under  tire  Medical  Charities  Act  is  controlled  by  one 
committee,  which  meets  at  the  dispensary  at  Lady- 
lane,  hr  the  city  of  Waterford.  These  physicrans  are 
sanitary  officers  under  the  Act,  but  them  salarres  as 
sanitary  officers  are  partly  paid  by  the  intra  mural 
portion  of  the  electoral  division,  and  partly  by  the 
extra  mural  portion. 

The  Corporate  Reform  Act,  winch  was  meant  to 
remedy  municipal  abuses,  formed  the  municipal 
borough  out  of  part  of  the  Parliamentary  borough. 
The  boundary  lines  were  chosen  in  an  arbitrary 
manner,  rising  in  some  cases  in  the  middle  of  streets ; 
and  by  a strange  regulation.  It  altered  tile  Grand 
Juris  lays,  and  made  the  municipal  boraigk  so 
fomed  the  county  of  the  city  of  -Waterford  to 
judicial,  fiscal,  and  Grand  Jury  purposes.  That 
portion  of  the  former  county  of  the i city - excluded 
from  the  present  county  of  the  city,  uthich  hes  at  the 
north  of  the  rirer  Suir,  yas  fomed  into  a new 
barony,  in  tile  county  Waterford,  and  is i called  the 
barony  of  KilcuHiheen.  It  contains  only  2,lo3  acres, 
and  is  rained  at  £3,216,  yet  the  expense  of  one  of 
the  main  arterial  roads  approaching  tire  city  of 

Waterford  is  throyn  upon  it..  This  district  is  essen- 
tially suburban,  and  ought  to  be  under  cmc  juris- 
diction, either  by  the  city  Giand  Jury  or  the 

» The  valuation  of  the  Vest  Ward  includes  £3,G0a  for  tolls 
&c.,  of  the  Waterford  Toll  Bridge. 
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Corporation,  the  other  portion  of  the  former  county 
of  the  city  which  was  excluded  Com  the  existing 
county  of  the  city  was  added  to  the  baronies  of 
Gaultiere  and  Middlethird.  The  effect  of  this  has 
been  to  necessitate  the  appointment  and  holding  of 
a county  petty  sessions,  called  St.  Patrick’s  Hall 
Sessions,  for  the  district  thus  excluded  from  civic 
rights,  and,  as  the  portion  thus  transferred  from  the 
city  to  the  county  is  mainly  urban,  and  the  sessions 
are  only  held  monthly,  considerable  inconvenience 
has  arisen.  Such  buildings  as  the  poorhouse,  the 
lunatic  asylum,  the  railway  stations,  the  proposed 
dry  docks,  and  other  public  buildings  are  outside  the 
civic  bounds.  There  is  no  legal  provision  for  light- 
ing these  roads,  nor  does  the  Hackney  Carriage  Act 
apply.  ai*d  it  has  been  held  that  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  the  “ City  of  Waterford  ” 
extends  to  the  Parliamentary  bounds,  and  there  are 
two  co-ordinate  jurisdictions  in  the  same  locality. 
The  power  of  the  Town  Council,  as  urban  sanitary 
authority  under  the  Explosives  Act,  is  limited  to  the 
municipal  bounds. 

Wards. — The  county  of  the  city  of  Waterford  is 
divided  for  municipal  purposes  into  five  wards,  but 
the  bounds  of  them  do  not  correspond  with  those  of 
the  Poor  Laws,  and  considerable  confusion  arises 
from  this  want  of  identity.  Their  valuation  is  as 
follows  Centre  Ward,  £5,01 1 ; Custom  House  Ward, 
£5,933  ; South  Ward,  £6,869  ;•  Tower  Ward,  £9,740  : 
•West  Ward,  £11,185. 

Each  of  these  wards  elects  two  aldermen  and  six 
councillors,  and  the  Town  Council  consists  of  forty 
representatives ; it  is  the  urban  sanitary  authority, 
and  is  intrusted  with  burial,  sanitary,  and  other  pur- 
poses. 

Under  the  Registration  Acts  a fourth  district  has 
been  formed  for  the  registration  of  births,  deaths,  and 
marriages,  and  the  collection  of  vital  statistics.  This 
district  contains  an  area  of  17,209  acres,  and  com- 
prising a population  of  30,626.  This  district  is  also 
referred  to  as  the  city  of  Waterford. 

There  are,  therefore,  four  different  areas,  each  of 
which  is  recognized  as  the  city  of  Waterford. 

1st.  The  county  of  the  city,  containing  499  acres, 
with  a population  of  23,349. 

2nd.  The  electoral  division,  containing  7,368  acres, 
with  a population  of  28,959. 

3rd.  The  Parliamentary  borough,  containing  9,446 
acres,  and  a population  of  29,999. 

4th.  The  Registrar’s  district,  containing  17,209 
acres,  with  a population  of  30,626. 

It  would  be  of  general  utility  and  convenience  to 
extend  the  present  civic  boundaries  and  to  adopt  one 
of  the  existing  divisions  for  all  purposes.  The 
Waterford  Improvement  Bill  of  1874  proposed  to 
adopt  the  electoral  division  as  the  area  to  be  com- 
prised within  the  county  of  the  city,  and  to  make  it 
the  Parliamentary  borough,  and  it  is  probable  it 
would  also  be  adopted  by  the  Registrar-General  as 
Uie  Registrar’s  district,  and  to  adopt  not  only  the 
Poor  Law  division  as  to  wards,  but  also,  to  avoid 
confusion,  the  Poor  Law  nomenclature.  This  would 
change  the  Centre  ward  into  St.  Patrick’s  ward. 
The  St  Patrick’s  Hall  Petty  Sessions  might  be 
given  up,  as  all  cases  within  the  district  would  be 
heard  at  the  city  petty  sessions,  which  are  held  every 
Friday.  The  Hackney  Carriages  Act  could  then  be 
applied  to  such  portions  of  the  enlarged  borough  as 
might  be  considered  advisable,  and  the  lighting  of  the 
public  roads  adjacent  to  the  city  could  be  undertaken 
by  the  Corporation. 

This  change  would  add  to  the  present  county  of  the 
city  the  entire  of  the  barony  of  Kelculleham  and 
parts  of  the  baronies  of  Gaultiere  and  Middlethird 
and  would  transfer  to  the  civic  authorities  the  cost  of 
maintaining  the  roads  (many  of  them  arterial  ones), 
the  footways,  and  other  Grand  Jury  expenditure. 
The  valuation  of  the  electoral  division  is  £51,913  5S. 

* Tl’e  West  Ward  valuation  comprises  £3,600  for  the  tolls  of  the 


and  that  of  the  county  of  the  city  is  £38  739  i 
The  district  so  added,  valued  at  £13,274,  would  vi  u 
a revenue  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  which 
be  transferred  from  one  district  to  the  other.  The 3 
are  no  municipal  or  civic  taxes  in  the  county  0f  the 
city  of  Waterford.  The  proposed  change  would  in 
no  way  affect  the  Poor  Law  taxation,  and  the  districts 
proposed  to  be  added  to  the  county  of  the  city  0f 
Waterford  would  be  relieved  from  taxation.  The 
Grand  Jury  cess,  at  the  Summer  Assizes,  1878  on 
the  barony  of  Kilculliheen,  was  Is.  5 £d.  in 'the 
pound ; that  in  the  barony  of  Gaultiere  was  Is.  3U 
in  the  pound  ; that  in  the  barony  of  Middlethird 
was  Is.  6|d.  in  the  pound ; while  that  in  the  city  of 
Waterford  was  only  10^.  in  the  pound.  There- 
fore  the  districts  which  would  be  re-united  to  the 
city  of  Waterford  would  derive  many  advantages 
and  not  the  least  would  be  the  reduction  in  their 
taxation  under  the  Grand  Jury  system.  It  would 
be  manifestly  unfair  to  the  city  to  enlarge  the  bounds 
in  such  a manner  as  would  throw  upon  it  a burthen 
inadequate  to  the  receipts  from  Grand  Jury  cess  and 
it  would  be  of  great  public  utility  to  define  the 
bounds  in  such  a way  that  the  term  the  county  of 
the  city,  the  Parliamentary  borough,  the  electoral 
division,  and  the  Registrar’s  district,  should  mean 
and  convey  the  same  idea.  The  Labourers  Dwell- 
ings’ Act  is  confined  to  places  with  a population  of 
not  less  than  25,000,  and  the  present  city  of  Water- 
fore  is  exempt  from  its  operations. 

Waterford,  February  1,  1879. 

Gentlemen. — I wish  to  correct  a statement  in  ray 
letter  of  29th  November,  with  reference  to  the 
taxation  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Waterford.  The 
amount  of  presentments  at  the  Summer  Assizes  of 
1878  was  £2,129  7s.  9 d.,  being  at  the  rate  of  thirteen 
pence  in  the  pound.  A sum  of  £448  11s.  9 d.  had 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Board  of  Superin- 
tendence. It  was  lodged  to  the  credit  of  the  pre- 
sentments, and  reduced  the  rate  to  lOJtf.  in  the 
pound. 

. T*1.6  va^ua}i°n  of  the  portions  of  the  electoral 
division  of  Waterford  which  ai-e  not  in  the  county  of 
the  city  are  as  follows  : — 

Valuation.  Barony  Charge 

„ £ £ s.  d. 

Barony  of  Gaultiere,  . . 4,253  203  15  9 

„ Middlethird,  . . 5.205  303  7 2 

„ Kilculliheen,  . . 3,626  203  11  3 

Total,  ....  13,174  710  14  2 

County  Coal. 

County  of  the  city  of  Waterford,  38,739  2,129  7 9 

Totalof  Electoral  Division,  51,911  2,839  1 11 

The  average  on  the  entire  district  is  equal  to 
thirteen  pence  in  the  pound. 

I understand  the  difference  of  boundary  of  the 
wards  for  Poor  Law  and  for  municipal  purposes, 
gives  the  Commissioner  of  Valuation  and  his 
assistants  a great  deal  of  trouble,  which  would  be 
Saved  by  uniformity  of  area. 

I am,  gentlemen,  yours  respectfully, 

Joseph  Fisheb. 

The  Boundary  Commissioners. 

YOUGHAL. 

At  a Special  Meeting  of  the  Town  COMMISSIONERS,  held 
on  the  3rd  of  May,  1830,  pursuant  to  a resolution 
of  5th  of  April,  1830,  it  was  resolved — 

“ That  the  limits  of  the  town  for  carrying  intc 
effect  two  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  namely,  Light- 
ing and  Cleansing,  agreeable  to  the  21st  section,  be  de- 
fined as  follows,  viz. — on  the  east,  by  the  river ; on 
the  south,  by  Clifton  and  Belvue ; on  the  north,  by 
J ohn  Eustace’s  house  at  the  extremity  of  Tallow-street, 
up  Cork  Hill  to  the  Barrack-master’s  gate,  thence  on 
the  west  by  Raheen-lane,  the  Infirmary,  Town  Walls, 
to  the  top  of  Windmill-lane,  from  Windmill-lane  along 
the  old  Milk  Market,  to  the  westward  of  the  town 
and  on  a line  to  Mr.  Giles’  wall." 
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MINUTES  OE  EVIDENCE. 


DROGHEDA.— SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  30th,  1878. 

Before  W.  A.  Exham,  Esq.,  Q.c.  (Chairman);  W.  P.  O’Brien,  and  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e.,  Esquires,  '"’‘-L1”8' 
Commissioners. 


Mr.  John  J.  F. 

1.  You  are  tlie  surveyor  for  the  Corporation  of 
the  borough  ? — Y es. 

2.  You  are  aware  that  the  boundaries  of  Drogheda 
were  settled  under  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act  of 
1840?— Yes. 

3.  Has  any  alteration  in  those  boundaries  been 
made  since  then? — No,  the  boundary  has  been  the 
very  same  since,  as  far  as  I have  ever  heard. 

4.  What  is  the  area  comprised  within  the  borough 
boundary? — At  present  it  is — the  acreage  of  the 
present  borough — 521a.  3r.  27p. 

5.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Is  that  not  increased  acreage  ? — 
There  is  waste  land  in  addition  to  the  available  land, 
and  I give  the  figure  comprising  all. 

6.  Mr.  Exham. — For  taxation  it  is  450  odd  acres, 
I think,  as  given  to  Mr.  Corbett. 

7.  Mr.  O’Brien. — In  the  return  F to  my  report  it 
is  454  acres,  which  I received  from  the  Valuation 
Office. 

8.  Witness. — The  return  I took  is  from  the  census 
of  1871. 

9.  Mr.  Exham. — Then  I understand  it  is  including 
what  is  waste  and  valueless,  and  so  on  ? — Yes. 

10.  Mr.  O’Brien. — 454  acres  is  the  valued  area? — 
Yes,  there  are  454  acres  available.  It  is  by  the 
census  of  1871  I have  gone,  and  by  the  maps  that 
lie  before  us  on  tlio  paper. 

11.  Mr.  Exham. — Now  what  is  the  valuation  of 
that  at  the  present  time  ? — .£19,104  14s. 

12.  Mr.  Exiiam. — You  sent  in  a couple  of  years 
#go,  or  perhaps  three,  a proposal  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, to  extend  the  boundary? — Yes,  we  sent  for- 
ward a proposal  or  memorial ; to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  it  was. 

13.  Yes,  but  it  was  referred  to  the  Castle  ; it  is  the 
samething.  Whatisthedate? — The  5th  of  April,  1873. 

14.  Well,  now,  what  is  the  increase  in  the  area  of 
the  borough  proposed  then  ? — There  was  no  increase 
at  all  proposed.  In  the  petition  that  was  framed  by 
the  Corporation  they  asked  for  what  was  just  and 
equitable.  The  Corporation  forwarded  it,  and  the 
Local  Government  said  they  did  not  know  what  was 
just  and  equitable  in  the  case.  What  we  wanted 
was  an  equal  area  to  the  old  borough,  and  we  asked 
no  more  than  that. 

15.  The  Town  Clerk. — It  was  not  expressed  in  the 
petition. 

16.  Mr.  Exham. — Well,  now,  the  Corporation  at 
present,  by  their  answer,  propose  an  increase  of  area 
of  two  miles. 

Witness. — That  is  from  the  Tholsel,  ‘which  I think 
you  will  see  from  this  map. 

17.  Mr.  Exham. — What  would  be  the  quantity  of 
land  brought  into  the  half-mile  radius? — Well  it  is 
just  the  same  as  at  the  present  time.  It  would  be 
nearly  the  same. 

18.  Well,  with  the  one-mile  radius,  how  much 
would  be  taken  in? — About  2,000  acres,  and  with 


Greene  examined. 

Mr.  John  J.  F. 

the  two-mile  radius  we  would  have  about  8,400  Gre*nc- 
acres.  I have  the  proposed  borough  down  at 
8,451a  Or.  15p. 

19.  Now  what  is  the  difference  in  the  valuation 
between  the  existing  boundaries  and  what  would  come 
in  with  the  one-mile  radius? — Well,  I have  not 
calculated  that  for  the  one-mile  radius,  hut  I have 
done  so  for  the  two-mile. 

20.  What  then  would  be  the  difference  between 
the  present  boundary  and  the  two-mile  radius  which 
you  propose  ? — The  present  valuation — or  rather  the 
valuation  as  it  appeared  in  1871 — is  £19,104  14s., 
and  the  proposed  borough  would  be  £33,897  17s. 

21.  The  difference  between  the  two,  therefore, 
would  of  course  be  the  difference  between  £33,000 
odd  and  £19,000  odd.  Now  in  that  two  mile  radius 
what  property  such  as  villa  residences,  terraces,  or 
rows  of  houses  or  separate  buildings  would  be  repre- 
sented ? — We  would  in  that  way  take  in  Ball's  Grove, 
where  Mr.  Smith  lives,  we  would  also  take  in  the 
railway  station  and  the  poor-house. 

22.  What  would  you  take  in  by  the  one-mile  radius — 
the  one-mile  radius  will  take  in  Smith’s  place  I see  by 
this  map  ? — Yes,  and  some  other  places  of  extent. 

23.  Does  it  take  in  the  railway  station  ? — Yes. 

24.  And  the  workhouse  ? — Yes. 

25.  And  where  would  it  intercept  the  public  road  ? 

— At  Mr.  Keam’s  property;  we  leave  Mr.  Kearn’s 
out  by  the  one-mile  radius.  You  can  see  the  public 
road  outside  the  town  marked  out  on  the  map. 

26.  Would  the  one-mile  radius  actually  pass  Mr. 

Smith’s  place  at  Greenhills!—  It  would  intercept  it. 

27.  Intercept  “ Greenhills  ”? — Yes,  it  would  cut 
through  his  place,  through  Mr.  Smith’s. 

28.  Well  then  I understand  the  one-mile  radius 
would  take  in  a certain  number  of  buildings  on  the 
west  side? — Yes. 

29.  And  would  leave  a certain  number  off  or  out  on 
the  other?— Yes.  And  on  the  north  side  it  would 
take  in  Hand-street,  a lot  of  buildings  marked  here  on 
the  map,  Alderman  Casey’s  place,  and  Hardman’s 


30.  I see  “Flynn’s  mill”  marked  here,  what  is 
that?— Com  mills.  They  are  at  present  within  the 
boundary  of  the  borough.  It  would  take  in  a large 
cotton  mill — White’s  milL 

31.  You  are  now  speaking  of  the  one-mile  radius? — 
Yes,  the  one-mile  radius.  It  would  also,  I may  mention, 
take  in  M'Carfchy’s  com  mill. 

39  where  is  that?— It  is  on  the  river ; the  river 
is  marked  here  err  the  map.  ■&»*  » 
boroueh  at  present ; and  I should  add  that  the  Grand 
Jury  keep  the  roads  from  the  gates  in  repair,  hut  tee 
are  the  sanitary  authorities. 

33  As  I understand  it  the  county  has  all  the  roads 
in  the  borough  at  present  %— No,  only  the  repairing  of 
the  roads  from  the  gates.  ^ 
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Dbogheda.  34.  The  Town  Clerk. — They  don’t  repair  them. 

Nov.  30, 1878.  The  borough  boundary  extends  as  far  as  Meil ; the 
T T T r Grand  Jury  do  that. 

Greene!111  3 5 • Mr.  O’Brien.  — N one  of  the  Grand  J ury  functions 

have  been  transferred  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  the 
municipal  authorities  of  Drogheda. 

Witness. — The  road  from  Lawrence’s-gate  in  Law- 
rence-street,  to  West-gate,  is  repaired  by  the  Corpora- 
tion ; and  from  West-gate  to  Mell  it  is  repaired  by 
the  Grand  Jury. 

36.  The  Town  Clerk. — Though  it  is  within  the 
borough,  within  the  walls  of  the  town,  the  Corporation 
repair  the  roads,  and  within  the  borough  the  Grand 
Jury  repair  the  roads. 

37.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Is  that  by  arrangement  ? — It  is 
done  voluntarily. 

38.  Could  you  tell  me  the  actual  population  living 
between  the  one  mile  radius  and  the  present  boundary  ? 
— No,  sir,  I have  not  made  it  out. 

39.  But  you  would  be  able  to  do  so? — Yes. 

40.  Mr.  Exuam. — And  I suppose  you  don’t  happen 
to  know  exactly  the  number  of  houses,  of  buildings  of 
all  kinds,  between  the  two  ? — No,  I have  not  made  a 
calculation  of  the  one-mile  radius  at  all. 

41.  Well  now  could  you  tell  the  number  of  houses 
that  are  within  that  two-mile  radius — houses  or 
buildings  generally  ? — I could  not  exactly  tell  the  num- 
ber, but  I could  point  them  out  on  this  map. 

42.  Mr.  Cotton. — Do  we  understand  this  blue  line 
to  indicate  a townland  line  ? — Wes. 

43.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Then  does  not  the  blue  line  cut  a 
townland? — No,  except  in  two  places  where  it  was  so 
large,  comprising  some  2,000  acres,  so  that  we  could 
not  take  it  in.  The  only  townland  we  cut  in  that  way 
by  the  proposed  radius  was  Mell ; we  proposed  leaving 
out  a small  portion  of  Mell. 

44.  On  what  ground  ? — Because  the  remainder  of 
the  townland  which  we  omitted  was  a most  out-of-the- 
way  place. 

45.  Was  that  the  only  point? — Yes.  There  was 
another  at  Killineer ; we  cut  out  about  100  acres,  but 
we  took  in  portion  to  make  the  boundary  more  equal — 
about  100  acres. 

46.  Mr.  O’Brien. — But  you  shut  out  this  portion  of 
Mell? — Yes,  there  was  about  1,000  acres.  It  would 
bring  nearly  five  miles  into  it.  There  is  another  town- 
land,  Newtownstalaban ; we  took  in  nearly  the  whole 
of  it,  and  leave  out  about  60  acres  for  tire  same  purpose 
of  equalization.  The  only  other  place  is  the  townland 
of  Platin.  If  we  did  not  take  in  some  of  that  we 
would  have  a zig-zag  line — so  to  make  it  even,  we  took 
the  centi-e  of  the  road,  and  equalized  it.  If  we  took 
the  1,400  acres  in  it,  it  would  bring  us  out  six  miles. 

47.  Mr.  Cotton. — If  you  took  the  one-mile  radius 
what  townlands  would  you  cut  ? — If  we  took  the  one- 
mile  radius  we  would  cut  two  townlands,  we  would 
have  to  cut  across  Bryans  town  and  Legavoreen. 
Then  on  the  east  side  we  would  cut  through  New- 
townstalaban in  the  same  way. 

48.  Mr.  Exham. — What  does  the  red  line  on  the 
map  mark  1 — That  is  the  old  Parliamentary  boundary, 
It  is  all  by  townlands,  there  are  no  cuttings. 

49.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Can  you  say  how  the  poor  law 
boundaries  would  be  affected  if  the  one-mile  radius 
were  adopted.  The  present  municipal  district  of 
Drogheda  is  entirely  within  two  electoral  divisions  or 
districts,  St.  Mary’s  and  St.  Peter’s  ? — Yes,  it  does  not 
comprehend  the  entire  of  these. 

50.  The  poor  law  electoral  divisions  extend  beyond 
both  these  ?- — Yes. 

51.  Mr.  Exham. — Have  you  been  able  to  calculate 
the  number  of  houses  that  are  within  the  two-mile 

area  proposed,  the  number  of  houses  or  buildings  1 

Yes. 

52.  I mean  within  the  two-mile  radius  and  outside 
the  present  municipal  boundary.  Do  you  know  is  it 

all  agricultural  ground — strictly  speaking  j No,  there 

are.  a great  many  gentlemen’s  seats  in  it. 

53.  How  many  gentlemen’s  seats  are  there how 

many  gentlemen’s  residences  outside  the  present  muni- 


cipal boundary,  and  that  would  be,  if  I may  u ,, 
phrase,  captured  within  the  two-mile  radius?— TO  n 
I would  say,  at  least  sixteen  large  places.  " 

54.  Rated  over  £10? — Oh,  yes,  over  £100. 

55.  Mr.  Exham.— Independent  of  these,  are  the 
many  buildings— of  course  we  know  there  is  th 
railway  station  and  the  poor-house  ? — Yes  I exenmi 
these  and  Mr.  Whitworth’s  mill.  Wliat  I ]ja|. 
mentioned  are  gentlemen’s  seats. 

57.  Are  there  any  small  class  of  houses  or 
terraces  of  houses  l— Yes,  there  is  Hand-street  and 
Bredin  outside  the  boundary,  and  part  of  Mell. 

58.  Mr.  O’Biuen— What  do  you  say  is  the  area  of 
the  two-mile  radius  ?— S,400  acres,  exactly,  it 

he  about  8,200  acres. 

59.  Mr.  Exham.— Can  you  tell  me,  Mr.  Greene 
what  are  the  present  rates  within  the  mnniciiiai 
boundary?  The  Town  Clerk. — Municipal  rates  we 
have  none. 

61.  His  there  been  any  increase  of  buildings 
outside  the  municipal  boundary  of  late  ? 

Witness. — Oh,  no,  the  only  large  buildin<*  is  Mr. 
Whitworth’s  mill. 

62.  Mi-.  Exham. — There  lias  been  no  anxiety  mani- 
fested to  build  villa  residences  or  places  of  that  sort 
outside  the  boundary? — No. 

63.  Mr.  O Brikn. — Tell  me,  Mr.  Greene,  how  many 
of  these  buildings  you  speak  of  have  been  built  since 
1840  ? — Mr.  Whitworth’s  mill  is  the  only  one. 

64.  Mr.  Exham. — Mr.  Whitworth’s  mill  would  be 
brought  in  by  the  one-mile  radius  as  well  ? — Yes. 

65.  And  how  many  of  those  gentlemen’s  places 
would  come  within  the  one-mile  radius  1 — They  would 
all  be  left  out,  except  Alderman  Casey’s,  by  the  one-mile 
radius,  all  except  Mr.  Whitworth  and  Alderman  Casey. 

67.  All  these  principal  places  except  some  fifteen  or 
sixteen  gentlemen’s  residences,  would  be  taken  in  Li- 
the one-mile  radius? — Yes. 

68.  How  much  of  Mell  would  the  one-mile  radius 
take  in? — It  would  take  in  a place  called  Bryanstowu, 
but  would  leave  out  Ivearn’s  place. 

69.  Mr.  Exham. — If  you  went  for  a radius  in  a 
circle,  just  to  take  in  a particular  place,  you  would 
take  in  a lot  of  land  which,  strictly  speaking,  is  not 
connected  with  land  built  on,  or  likely  to  be  built  on  I 

70.  Witness. — The  mile  and  a quarter  radius  would 
take  in  Maxton  Lodge  and  the  whole  of  Greenhills,  and 
the  Old  Cross-lane  and  some  houses  there,  about 
twenty-five. 

71.  Mr.  Exiiam. — Then  if  you  took  in  the  one  mile 
and  a quarter  radius,  you  would  take  in  the  whole  of 
Mell  and  the  whole  of  Mr.  Smith’s,  whereas  if  you 
extend  that  three  quarters  of  a mile  further-,  there 
would  be  only  about  fifteen  or  fourteen  villa  residences 
that  would  be  taken  in,  and  all  the  rest  would  be 
land? — Yes,  when  I sjieak  of  villa  residences,  I mean 
gentlemen’s  places  where  there  is  a quantity  of  land 
attached. 

72.  Then,  speaking  for  the  Corporation,  I under- 
stand you  to  propose  the  two-mile  radius.  What  do 
they  propose  to  themselves  by  carrying  the  area  out 
so  far  as  merely  to  bring  in  a certain  quantity  of  land, 
there  are  only  fourteen  or  fifteen  villa  residences  be- 
tween the  one-mile  and  the  two-mile  radius,  whilst  the 
quantity  of  land  brought  in  is  very  considerable.  Now 
what  advantage  do  the  Corporation  think  the  present 
inhabitants  of  Drogheda  would  have  in  that?— Well, 
sir,  a great  many  members  of  the  Corporation  are  here 
and  ai-e  prepared  to  give  their  views — so  that  I would 
not  like  to  take  on  myself  to  speak  for  them. 

73.  I thought  they  might  have  communicated  their 
views  to  you? — No;  there  was  no  arrangement  of 
that  kind.  I simply  prepared  the  map. 

74.  Now,  that  two-mile  radius,  so  far  as  the  elec- 
toral divisions  are  concerned,  it  would  not  alter  them  at 

— Well,  Mr.  Farrell  would  be  the  best  person  to 
ask  about  that. 

75.  Would  it  be  your  idea  that  it  would  be 
better  to  take  a fixed  line  from  the  centre  of  the 
town  all  round,  or  to  have  a varying  line  by  town- 
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lands?— Well,  the  only  reason  I have  for  the  varying 
line  would  be  that  it  would  be  easier  to  give  notice 
to  the  outsiders.  Everyone  would  be  able  to  see  and 
tnow  the  townlaud  boundary. 

7G  "Would  it  not  a be  great  inconvenience  to  make 
a hard  and  fast  line  by  which  you  would  put  portion  of 
a man’s  farm  out  of  the  boundary,  and  half  within  it? 
—That  is  one  of  the  reasons  I would  be  for  boundary 
by  townlaiuls. 

77.  Mr.  Exham. — There  is  one  very  important 
matter  to  be  borne  in  mind.  The  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  from  which 
this  Committee  has  emanated,  emphatically  points  out 
that  for  the  future  thei'e  should  be,  if  possible,  the 
one  governing  body,  and  they  were  of  opinion  that 
“nil  fiscal  powers  of  the  Grand  Jury  in  counties  and 
cities  should,  if  not  already  transferred,  be  transferred 
to  the  Town  Council."  It  is  a serious  matter  to  con- 
sider this.  By  the  law,  as  it  at  present  stands,  once 
these  people  living  outside  the  boundary,  and  who 
come  within  the  terms  of  the  Act,  are  brought  in, 
they  will  only  have  to  pay  one-fourtli  of  the  taxation — 
taxes  on  one-fourth  of  the  net  annual  valuation.  If 
this  land  is  brought  in  the  roads  are  taken  out  of  the 
county  authorities,  and  put  on  the  city  authorities. 
The  farmers  that  are  brought  in,  according  to  the 
existing  law,  once  they  are  brought  in,  no  matter 
what  they  may  pay  now,  pay  only  one-fourth  of  the 
taxation.  I don’t  know  if  the  Corporation  have  given 
this  point  full  consideration  in  putting  forward  this 
proposed  extension. 

78.  Mr.  O’Brien. — I had  better  read  the  section. 
Under  the  62nd  section  of  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act,  1854,  it  is  provided — 

“For  the  purpose  of  any  rate  to  he  made  or  levied 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  or  of  any  Act  incorporated 
herewith,  all  lands  used  as  arable,  meadow,  or  pasture  land 
only,  or  as  woodlands,  or  market  gardens,  or  nursery 
gardens,  and  all  lands  covered  with  water  and  used  as  a 
canal,  and  any  towing  path  to  the  same,  and  all  lands  used 
as  a railway,  constructed  under  the  powers  of  any  Act  of 
Parliament,  for  public  convenience,  shall  be  assessed  and 
liable  in  proportion  of  one-fourtli  only  of  the  net  animal  value 
of  such  lands  respectively.” 

79.  Alderman  Knaggs. — We  did  not  consider  that 
at  all. 

80.  Mr.  Exham. — It  is  a matter  for  serious  con- 
sideration before  arriving  at  a definite  decision  to  take 
in  this  extended  radius,  that  so  much  land  is  only 
bound  to  pay  one-fourth  of  the  taxation.  Further, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  in  this  particular  view 
that  these  matters  must  be  considered.  At  present 
the  recommendation  of  the  ITouso  of  Commons  is  that 


witliin  the  municipal  boundaries  there  should  not  be  Droghedx. 
a divided  authority  — one  party  doing  one  thin",  A'oi>.  3C,  1878. 
the  _ lighting,  cleansing;  and  the  Grand  Jury  re-  Mr  jXnT  „ 
pairing  the  roads — hut  that  all  should  be  placed  under  Greene, 
the  one  governing  body.  The  fanners,  as  I have  said, 
who  mil  be  brought  within  this  radius,  would  only 
have,  under  the  section  just  read,  to  pay  rates  on  one- 
fourth  only  of  the  net  annual  valuation.  At  present 
the  county  rate  is  2s.  in  the  pound.  They  get  off 
paying  that  if  they  come  within  the  municipal  boun- 
dary, and  the  Corporation  take  over  the  roads,  and  by 
the  existing  law  they  might  only  be  bound  to  pay 
rates  on  one-fourth  of  their  valuation  for  all  their 
taxes.  This  is  a very  serious  matter  for  a corpora- 
tion to  consider  in  a recommendation  of  such  an 
extended  area  as  that.  It  occurs  to  me  that  a great 
many  corporations  in  towns  will  be  losing  sight  of 
the  fact  that  where  they  want  to  bring  in  land,  the 
land  they  bring  in  will  only  be  subjected  to  one- 
fourth  the  valuation.  I can  well  understand  a good 
many  outsiders  will  say : We  will  go  within  the 
boundary,  willingly  and  joyfully,  for  then  we  -will  get 
certain  benefits,  and  only  pay  the  one-fourth  of  the 
taxation. 

SI.  Mr.  Simpson  (solicitor  to  the  Corporation) — As 
to  the  poor  law,  that  section  would  not  apply. 

82.  Mr.  Exham. — It  would  be  a different  thing  in 
respect  of  the  poor  law,  hut  would  apply  to  the 
improvement  rate. 

83.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Assume  that  the  hard  and  fast 
Hue  represented  by  the  two-mile  radius  is  taken  and 
adopted,  it  would  be  impossible  to  cany  out  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Parliamentary  Committee — “In 
dealing  with  this  question  care  should  be  taken  to 
make  municipal  wards  conterminous  with  wards  for 
poor  law  purposes,  and  towns  with  poor  law  electoral 
divisions.’’ 

84.  Witness. — I believe  it  would.  There  is  no 
townland  that  the  mile  radius  would  not  cut. 

85.  Mr.  Exiiam. — Would  the  cutting  of  the  town- 
land  boundary  be  less  if  a radios  of  a mile  and 
a quarter  were  adopted?— Well,  I don’t  think  it  would. 

86.  Is  not  every  portion  of  ground  lying  between 
the  one-mile  radius  and  the  two-mile  radius,  which 
you  propose,  in  point  of  fact,  agricultural  ground  ? — 

It  is,  in  general,  agricultural  land. 

87.  All,  I suppose,  with  the  exception  of  what  is 
enclosed  within  gentlemen’s  residences  or  grounds  ? — 

Yes ; I should  say  all  agricultural.  When  they  were 
making  the  new  borough,  under  the  Reform  Act,  the 
Commissioners  cut  right  through  the  townland. 

88.  Mr.  O’Brien.— The  municipal  boundaries  were 
made  irrespective  of  townlands  altogether. 


Mr.  John  Farrell  examined. 

89.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Are  you  the  poor-rate  collector  ? 

90.  Have  you  any  office  under  the  Corporation  ? — 

No,  not  now. 

91.  How  many  wards  are  there  at  present  in  the 
borough  ? — Three. 

92.  Are  there  guardians  elected  for  these  three 
wards,  as  well  as  members  of  the  Corporation? — No  ; 
the  guardians  are  elected  for  electoral  divisions,  and 
these  divisions  stand  three  miles  or  so  from  the 
union — from  the  workhouse. 

93.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  there  are  no  wards, 
strictly  speaking,  for  which  guardians  are  elected,  and 
which  are  conterminous  with  wards  for  municipal 
purposes? — No. 

94.  Can  you  tell  me  what  is  the  valuation  within 

the  one-mile  radius  ? — I could  not,  sir,  because  it  goes 
outside  our  rate-books.  Our  rate-books  give  the 
valuation  within  the  borough,  but  as  the  one-mile 
radius  stands,  I could  not  give  it.  , 

95.  It  divides  townlands,  in  fact? — Yes ; it  divides 

both  fields  and  townlands.  • 

96.  There  are  portions  of  only  two  electoral 


divisions,  I understand,  St.  Mary’s  and  St  Patrick  s 
-in  the  borough? — Yes. 

97.  Now,  adopting  that  one-mile  radius,  would  it 
take  you  into  any  other  electoral  division  t-Yra,  it 
would.  A two-and-a-half-mile  radius  would  extend 
beyond  the  electoral  divisions.  It  would  go  into 
Mellifont  and  into  Julianstown  at  Bey  More.  I should 
mention  it  would  likewise  take  in  Platin. 

98.  That  is  the  two-and-a-half-mile  radius?  Yes. 

99  Ml-  Exham. — What  portions  of  the  present 

borough  .re  within  the  different  electon.1  divisions  ff 
Zriver  cute  them  in  twol-Thm  porta,  (on  tap) 
is  St.  Mary’s,  and  this  St.  Peter  s.  . 

100  Mr.  Exham.— Am  I right  in  saying  that 
outside  the  present  boundary,  mththe 

the  places  that  were  mentioned— Meh,  Whitworth  s . 
roillrthe  railway  station,  and  a few  other  buildings, 
it  is  nearly  all  agricultural  land?— Yes;  generally 

SPkT And  excepting  elso  what  ie  comprised  within 
the  limits  of  gentlemen's  viHss  1 — Yes^  |enendly 
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Drogheda,  speaking,  it  is  all  agricultural — generally  speaking,  it 
Aon.  30,  1878.  comprises  small  farms. 

Mr.  John  102.  And  I suppose  tillage  farms,  a great  deal  of 

Farrell.  it? — Yes  ; nearly  all  occupied  by  tillage  farmers. 

103.  And  are  there  many  small  farmers  amongst 
them  ? — Oh,  yes  ; they  are  very  numerous. 

104.  A large  population? — Very  numerous. 

105.  Now,  as  far  as  you  know  from  going  amongst 
them,  is  thex-e  any  anxiety  on  the  part  of  these  small 
farmers  to  be  brought  within  the  borough  ? — I never 
heard  them  express  a wish  on  it. 

106.  They  are  not  so  veiy  anxious  on  the  subject, 
then  ; anxious  about  lighting  or  benefits  of  that  sort  ? 
— No.  1 may  say  they  don’t  benefit  by  the  lighting. 

107.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Are  not  the  lands  within  a 
certain  radius  of  the  town  benefited  by  their  proximity 
to  the  lighting  and  other  advantages  ? — Yes  ; there  is 
no  doubt  of  this,  that  they  have  a most  valuable 
market  for  their  goods — the  best  in  Ireland — there  is 
no  better  market  for  their  produce  in  the  whole  of 
Ireland. 

108.  And  in  that  way  they  derive,  indirectly,  ad- 
vantage from  the  lighting  in  coming  into  the  town 
with  their  produce?— Oh,  yes ; being  a market  town, 
of  course,  those  who  come  in  profit  by  it.  Formerly, 

I may  mention,  we  had  a “ custom  ” here  payable  on 
goods.  That  is  now  all  done  away  •with. 

109.  So  that,  in  fact,  they  have  all  the  advantages 
without  paying  ? — Yes,  quite  so. 

110.  And  do  you  think  that,  in  a diminished  pro- 
portion, they  should  contribute  for  the  enjoyment  of 
these  advantages  ? — Yes,  where  they  profit  by  them, 
decidedly. 

111.  Mr.  Exham. — Would  you  say  that  the  people 
three  miles  out  profit  just  as  much  as  those  nearer  ? 
— Yes,  and  I think  you  might  go  further. 

112.  I suppose,  in  point  of  fact,  the  small  farmers 
flock  in  from  some  miles  round  ? — Yes. 

113.  But  I presume  you  would  say  the  nearer  the 
town — and  the  closer  to  those  advantages — the  better 


for  those  people?— Well,  yes;  but  I would  say  that 
those  four  miles  away  would  have  equal  advantages  o 
nearly  so,  with  those  a mile  distant. 

114.  They  are  afforded,  by  being  near  the  market 
greater  facilities  for  sales  anti  purchases  1 — Yes  • ther ' 
are  many  facilities. 

115.  Would  there  be  to  these  poor  people  any  sub 
stantial  advantage  in  giving  gas  to  them,  for  instance  i 
— Oh,  no ; there  is  no  cliancc  of  that. 

116.  Or  if  there  was  a water  supply  to  them  at  high 

pressure  ? — Oh,  no.  ° 

117.  I believe  they  have  not  been  supplied  in  that 
way  yet  in  Drogheda? — Oh,  yes  ; many  years  since. 

1 IS.  It  would  be  no  great  advantage  to  them  to  get 
the  water  at  high  pressure — those  small  farmers  ? 

Mr.  Greene. — Oh,  no;  the  water  is  confined  to 
the  borough — to  the  portion  marked  yellow  on  the 
map. 

120.  I don’t  suppose  cleansing  the  streets  or  any- 

thing  of  that  kind  can  interest  them  very  much— 
they  can’t  have  any  particular  object  in  securing 
that?  6 

Witness. — No,  sii\ 

121.  The  May w. — If  wc  got  an  extension  would 
the  magisterial  authority  extend  to  that  radius  for 
quarter  sessions — petty  sessions  ? 

Mr.  Exham. — That  is  a thing  I could  not  answer. 
That  is  for  the  Legislature  to  do,  founded  on  the  re- 
port  of  the  Select  Committee  and  dealing  with  the 
report  we  make. 

122.  Mr.  O’Brien. — At  present  the  effect  of  extend- 
ing the  boundary  would  he  to  give  you  a larger  area  for 
municipal  purposes;  but  up  to  the  present  time  the 
transfer  of  the  grand  j uiy  functions  to  municipal  au- 
thorities would  be  only  by  special  legislation.  By  the 
Public  Health  Act  of  1871,  there  was  power  given  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  give  a provisional 
order  which  required  the  assent  of  the  grand  jury  as 
well  as  the  municipal  body. 


Aldemmn  R. 
B.  Duly. 


Alderman  Robert  Bedford  Daly,  j.p.,  examined. 


123.  Witness. — Iwasnothere  early,  and  consequently 
I do  not  exactly  know  wliat  matters  have  been  brought 
under  your  attention.  Captain  Keogh,  our  Stipen- 
diary, and  Mr.  Whitworth  are  here,  and  they  will  be 
able  to  tell  you  as  to  the  railway  station  where  all  the 
cars  from  Drogheda  assemble,  and  which  is  thus 
supplied  with  a great  necessary  from  the  town, 
and  in  many  other  ways  is  benefited,  and  which  is  so 
closely  connected  with  its  business,  and  yet  it  is  out 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  magistrates;  and,  if  a 
dispute  occurs  there,  the  police,  I believe,  frequently, 
sooner  than  go  to  all  the  trouble  and  bother  of  bringing 
men  before  the  county  Meath  magistrates,  are  inclined 
to  let  offenders  go  unpunished,  and  thus  justice  suffers 
The  fact  is,  they  are  tempted  to  overlook  offences  so  - 
as  not  to  go  through  all  this  work  and  difficulty  about 
matters  that  ought  to  be  settled  by  the  local  magistrates 
The  same  thing  applies  to  the  union  workhouse.  We 
have  a coroner  from  the  county  Meath  coming  here  to 
hold  an  inquest  in  our  own  workhouse,  though,  as  Mr. 
O’Brien  knows,  it  is  just  close  to  the  town.  Thesej 
sir,  are  anomalies  that  I am  sure  must  he  patent  to 
even  the  Commissioners  themselves.  In  the  next 
place  it  may  he  mentioned  that  it  adds  no  doubt  to  the 
prestige  of  a town  to  have  a fair  boundary  round  it, 
and  that  people  who  unquestionably  derive  the  advan- 
tages that  are  . given  by  the  lighting,  cleansing,  and 
paving  of  the  town,  who  use  its  churches  and  its  schools 
and  so  on,  and  who,  in  fact,  have  all  the  advantages 
connected  with  the  town;  while  living  in  villa  resi- 
dences and  elsewhere  around,  should  fairly  come  within 
the  limits  of  the  town  radius  and  be  subject  to  all  the 
rules  and  regulations  connected  with  it.  In  an  espe- 
cial manner  I should  say  that,  so  far  as  Drogheda  is 
concerned,  none  of  these  persons  need  object  or  ought 


to  object,  for  we  have  a chartered  property  of  .£4,000 
a year,  increasing  year  by  year,  and  there  is  not  one 
penny  of  borough  rate  load  on. 

124.  Mr.  O’Brien. — What  is  the  present  amount 
of  the  property  of  the  town  1—  £19,000  and  odd  is  the 
valuation. 

125.  I mean  the  annual  income? — It  is  about 
£4,000. 

126.  And  what  is  your  expenditure? — Oh,  every 
penny  of  it. 

127.  Do  you,  in  seeking  an  extension  of  your  area, 
require  additional  funds  for  the  proper  execution  of 
the  municipal  work.  Is  that  one  of  your  objects  1 — 
If  we  did  execute  further  works,  we  might  require 
additional  funds,  no  doubt.  There  are  things  that 
would  be  better  here  for  outsiders  than  in  Meath. 
They  are  going  to  build  a large  courthouse  in  Navan, 
and  of  course  the  men  outside  will  have  to  contribute 
to  that.  I would  go  in  for  a better  courthouse  here ; 
and  if  a proper  one  were  built,  of  course  we  would  re- 
quire some  little  addition. 

128.  You  said  that  one  of  the  advantages  derived 
by  those  people  outside  was  the  fact  that  the  churches 
and  schools  in  Drogheda  were  availed  of  by  them.  Now, 
for  what  radius  around  Drogheda  are,  would  you  say, 
the  inhabitants  indebted  to  or  dependent  on  the  town 
of  Drogheda  in  that  respect  ? — I know  that  nearly  all 
the  Protestant  and  Catholic  gentry  come  in  here  to 
the  churches  and  send  their  children  as  a matter  of 
course  to  school  here. 

129.  Within  what  radius  would  you  say  does  that 
apply  1 — About  three  miles,  I should  say.  The  people 
outside  have,  generally  speaking,  the  advantages  de- 
rivable from  the  town,  and  T don’t  think  they  would 
suffer  one  penny  of  taxation.  Remember  that  we  have 
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bartered  property,  unlike  Newry  or  Dundalk,  of 
£4  000  a year,  and  that  it  is  likely  to  be  doubled. 

1 130.  How  is  that?— By  leases  falling  in. 

I3l!  Lately,  do  you  mean? — Yes,  some  lately. 

132  And  you  will  get  a higher  rent? — Yes ; when 
the  leases  fall  in  we  get  a better  rent. 

133  "What  increase  now  would  you  estimate  that 
vou  would  have  during  the  next  live  years,  say?— 
About  £600  a year  for  the  next  five  years. 

* 134  Mr.  Exhaji. — Have  you  considered  about  the 
two-mile  radius  ? — Yes,  I have. 

135.  Do  vou  think  that  an  extension  to  a two- 
mile  radius  would  be  fair  ?— Decidedly ; I went  myself 


136.  Now,  I would  ask  you  have  you  considered 
this  • if  you  do  extend  the  boundaries  would  you  pro- 
pose’to  light  and  give  water  to  those  people  whom  you 
would  by  such  extension  bring  in  ? — Not  for  what  yon 
have  pointed  out— not  for  one-fourth  taxation.  What 
I hold  is  that  the  man  who  would  be  brought  in  gets 
value  at  present.  All  that  he  gets  done  for  his  county 
cess  is  his  roads  being  done,  which  we  would  do.  We 
would  take  the  doing  of  the  roads ; but  as  to  the 
cleansing  and  lighting,  lie  gets  advantage  of  that  at 
present. 

137.  Yes ; but  what  of  the  men  who  come  in  once  a 
week  to  market,  or,  at  most,  twice  a week  ; would  you 
then  say  it  was  right  and  fair  for  them  to  pay  the 
same  as  those  persons  living  in  the  very  heart  of  the 

city? Well,  if  a rate  had  to  be  struck  it  would  be  a 

hard  case,  but  there  are  no  municipal  rates. 

138.  If  you  were  sure  you  would  never  have  to  ask  for 
amunicipal  rate  there  would  be  an  advantage  to  them, 
as  they  would  get  off  better  by  paying  a smaller  county 
cess;  but  you  can’t  forget  that  you  cannot  be  sure 
of  that — you  can’t  foresee  wliat  may  happen.  The 
question  is  whether  the  persons  brought  in  should  not 
have  the  same  advantages  as  to  lighting,  and  so  on  ? — 
We  could  not  do  that. 

139.  Would  you  not  liavo  the  statement  made — 
“here  we  are  within  half  a mile  of  the  borough 
boundary,  and  though  we  are  paying  all  the  taxes, 
there  is  no  gas  lamp  for  three-quarters  of  a mile  of 
our  houses  ’’  ? — Well,  the  man  who  would  say  that 
would  drive  into  the  town  to  fcho  railway,  and  so  on, 
and  would  have  all  the  advuntagos  of  the  lights. 

140.  Take  the  case  of  a man  living  away  out  here, 
tar  from  the  town ; from  the  time  ho  goes  out  of  the 
town  he  gets  no  advantage,  at  least  the  advantage  of 
the  lights  cannot  extend  very  far,  would  it  be  fail-,  then, 
to  extend  the  borough  boundary  and  make  the  case, 
that  lie  drives  in  and  indirectly  gets  advantages  from  the 
lighting  and  other  matters  ? — I would  hold  tliat  what- 
ever you  take  in,  whether  less  or  more,  within  the 
municipal  boundary  should  be  liable  to  the  same 
rates.  You  must  recollect,  besides,  that  the  man  so 
brought  in  has  a chance  of  a red  cloak  and  may  be 
Mayor. 

141.  If  yon  bring  him  in  and  put  him  under  the 
liabilities  yon  should  give  him  the  advantages  yon 
yourself  possess  up  to  his  gate.  You  should  give  him 
water  up  to  his  door,  for  instance.  I know  of  one 
place — a town  in  which  the  people  on  one  side  of  the 
road  get  the  lights,  and  have  to  pay  for  it,  whilst  the 
people  on  the  other  side  pay  nothing. 

142.  Witness. — In  this  case  the  people  get  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  light  every  day  of  the  week. 

143.  The  Mayor. — I would  say,  also,  that  when  those 
people  outside  come  within  the  boundary — wlmn  they 
become  part  of  the  borough — they  would  be  repre- 
sented, and  would  have  a voice  in  the  distribution  of 
the  lights  and  other  advantages  of  the  municipality. 

144.  Mr.  Exham. — The  gentleman  who  has  his  office 
wid  place  of  business  in  the  town,  and  who,  for  his 
own  convenience,  lives  outside  the  borough,  would  you 
put  him  on  a par  with  the  farmer  ? — Yes  ; for  he  would 
get  rid  of  the  county  cess  that  he  pays  in  Louth  or 
Meath  if  he  were  brought  in.  I quite  admit  that  this 
13  an  exceptional  town,  and  I would  expect  that  you 


would  give  us  an  exceptional  report,  for  a man  coming 
in  here  has  no  municipal  taxes  to  pay.  1 

145.  You  say  you  spend  all  your  income  upon  your  , 
own  borough  ; now  suppose  that  the  area  is  extended  n 
to,  say,  two  miles  and  that  the  whole  maintenance  of 
the  roads  within  that  two  miles,  and  of  all  the  streets, 
is  put  upon  you,  do  you  consider  that  you  won’t  be 
obliged  to  put  on  a rate?— Well,  the  work  is  all  done. 
We  were  called  on  to  make  sewers,  which,  of  course, 
was  calculated  to  run  away  with  money  ; but  it  has 
been  done,  and  we  won’t  want  to  do  it  again. 

140.  Yes  ; you  made  sewers  within  your  own  radius. 

If  you  bring  these  people  outside  into  the  area,  and 
make  the  two-mile  extension,  you  will  be  called  on  as 
Urban  Sanitary  Authority  to  make  sewers  leading  over 
that  two-mile  radius  to  your  own  sewers  ; you  will  be 
called  on  to  keep  all  the  roads  in  repair  within  that 
boundary ; you  will  require  to  have  them  scavenged 
and  cleansed,  and  so  on.  Now,  the  question  is — sup- 
pose that  the  expenditure  was  such  that  you  required 
to  strike  a rate  ; you  must  recollect  that,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  already  read,  if  you  have  to 
strike  a rate,  these  people  so  brought  in  come  in  at  the 
one-fourth  of  the  annual  value.  That  is  an  advantage 
to  them.  But  see  how  it  effects  the  Corporation,  on 
the  other  hand.  See  is  it  useful,  is  it  judicious,  for 
existing  owners  of  property  within  the  present  borough 
to  have  that  state  of  circumstances  arising,  for  you 
may  be  obliged  to  put  upon  the  people  of  Drogheda 
that  which  yon  say  does  not  now  exist — namely,  a 
rate ; and  it  may  he  that  you  will  have  to  do  that  to 
assist  those  who  are  outside.  It  is  in  that  view  I ask 
you  to  consider  as  to  the  large  radius.  I can  perfectly 
understand  your  taking  a radius  in  of,  perhaps,  one 
mile  for  the  puipose  of  taking  in  the  railway  and  out- 
lying residences,  and  so  on,  or  of  extending  it  even 
more ; but  the  suggestions  I have  thrown  out  on  this 
poiut  should  receive  careful  consideration.—  I must  say, 
sir,  for  myself,  and  I think  I may,  in  so  saying,  speak  for 
a great  many  of  us  here,  that  it  comes  with  surprise 
upon  us,  this  point  about  the  one-fourth  of  the  valua- 
tion. By  that  it  would  seem  that  we  would,  in  fact, 
be  liable  for  everything. 

147.  Mr.  Exham. — We  must,  of  course,  call  your 
attention  to  how  the  matter  exactly  stands,  so  that  you 
act  with  your  eyes  open. — Under  those  circumstances 
I would  rather  go  for  the  one-mile-and-a  quarter 


radius. 

148.  If  you  extend  the  boundary  the  man  who 
is  out  here— far  out  on  the  extended  radius  — 
will  be  in  the  same  position  as  the  man  in  the  centre 
of  the  town.  You  cannot  strike  one  rate  for  one  por- 
tion of  the  borough,  and  another  for  another.  The 
moment  the  man  out  here  is  brought  in  you  must  give 
him  all  the  benefit  of  the  altered  circumstances— the 
benefits  of  sewers,  and  so  on.  That  man  says  to  you, 

“ You  must  give  me  all  those  advantages,  and  I only 
pay  one-fourth  of  whatever  rate  you  strike  inside.” 
Now,  with  tliat  fact  staring  you  in  the  face,  the  ques- 
tion for  you  to  consider  is-- whether  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  have  the  extension  of  the  borough  boundary  ? 

149.  Witness. — It  is  a most  important  consideration. 

150.  The  Mayor. — The  matter  comes  with  surprise 
upon  us  in  the  light  you  have  put  it. 

151.  Alderman  Knaggs. — Might  I ask  would  grass 
lands  come  under  the  denomination  of  paying  the  one- 
fourth  ? 

Mi-.  Exham.— Certainly. 

152.  The  Mayor.— We  are  claiming  our  own  boun- 

dary It  is  not  like  many  other  boundaries.  We  are 
claiming  u-hat  has  l*ke»  ftom  ™:  , Th?  red 

boundary  on  tbe  map  ™s  the  boundary  belonging  to 

Alderman  Knaggs.—lt  is  tbe  Parliamentary 
What  I understand  is  that  in 
f the  town  of 


boundary  at  present. 


Drogheda,  and  take  in  those  parties,  those  parties  when 
they  come  under  the  control  of  the  Corporation,  will  be 
bound  to  pay  only  one-fourth. 

154.  The  Mayor. — That  is  what  we  understand.  But 
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we  should  not  be  treated  as  people  claiming  something 
new.  We  ask  the  same  extension  of  boundary  that 
we  had. 

155.  Witness. — Clearly  from  what  Mr.  Exham  has 
said,  instead  of  gaining  anything,  we  are  losing 
something. 

156.  Mr.  Exham. — Our  object  here  is  to  see  what  is 
best  to  be  done  for  all  parties.  It  is  not  in  the  interest 
of  outsiders,  or  those  living  within  the  town,  that  we  act, 
but  simply  to  find  out  what  is  the  best  course.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  foolish  for  us  to  adopt  your  view 
as  to  the  two-mile  boundary  without  at  least  showing 
you  the  consequences. 

157.  Witness. — It  has  certainly  come  with  surprise 
upon  us. 

158.  If  we  were  inclined  to  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  two-mile  radius  you  would  probably  say  after- 
wards, well,  you  might  have  shown  us  the  conse- 
quences. 

159.  Witness. — Having  heard  the  whole  explanation, 
my  evidence,  and  my  wish  is,  that  I would  be  under- 
stood to  approve  of  the  mile-and-a-quarter  radius. 

160.  The  Mayor. — The  people  of  Drogheda  also 
would  like  that  so  many  people  should  not  have  to  go 
to  Trim  and  Dundalk  assizes  and  quarter  sessions,  who 
might,  if  the  radius  was  larger,  come  to  Drogheda. 

161.  Mr.  Patrick  M‘  Cullen. — I think  the  outsiders 
are  more  content  to  remain  as  they  are  at  present. 

162.  Mr.  Exham. — It  occurs  to  me  that  as  consider- 
able difficulty  arises  in  this  case,  and  as  the  Corporation 
here  are  taken  by  surprise,  we  will  have  no  objection 
to  come  down  on  another  day,  and  you  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  considering  what  we  have  thrown  out 
in  the  meantime. 

163.  Alderman  Knaggs. — That  is  a very  prudent 
thing. 

Mr.  O'Brien. — If  you  desire  an  adjournment,  which 
I think  would  be  advisable,  it  would  be  well  that  you 
endeavoured  to  get  a line  which,  adhering  as  closely  as 
possible  to  the  mile-and-a-quarter  radius,  would  be 
still  adhering  to  the  townland  boundary,  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  committee  is  to  make  the  municipal 
and  poor-law  boundaries  conterminous.  You  should 
also  get  as  nearly  as  possible  the  valuation  of  the  line 
you  propose. 

164.  Alderman  Knaggs. — "We  will  be  then  better 
prepared. 


165.  Mr.  Exham. — Now,  Alderman  Daly,  as  to  this 
one-mile  radius,  what  would  you  propose  to  do  with 
the  existing  wards.  Would  you  be  disposed  to  make 
the  new  district  added  on  into  a separate  ward,  or 
would  you  be  disposed  to  alter  the  existing  wards. 
Would  you,  in  fact,  let  the  wards  stand  as  they  are  at 
present,  and  let  the  new  districts  be  made  into  one  or 
two  wards  4—1  would  ran  them  according  to  their 
natural  position  as  regards  the  existing  wards. 

166.  Mr.  O’Brien.— Would  three  wards  be  enough  ? 

— -Yes.  ^ 


167.  Mr.  Exham.— Taking  the  mile-and-a-quarter 

radius,  how  many  ratepayers  would  it  brine  ini 

About  318  1 should  say. 

tte  wards  at  present  equally  assessed  ? — 

1 69.  The  Mayor. — There  is  not  more  than  a difference 
of  twenty  m each  ward.  Laurence’s-gate  is  the  largest. 

170.  Mr.  Exham. — I see  here  Fair-gate  ward,  84? 

171.  The  Town  Clerk. — It  is  79  now. 

172.  Mr.  Exham.— West-gate  ward,  94 ; Lawrence’s- 
gate,  130.  Now  what  I want  to  know  is,  do  the  Cor- 


poration think  it  advisable  to  make  any  alter-ati 
and  if  so,  what  in  the  existing  boundary  of  the  wanfa! 
— -Alderman  Knaggs.— My  impression  is  that  tt 
extended  radius  should  just  bo  a continuation  of  ft6 
wards. 

173.  I see  that  Mr.  Corbett  asked  “Has  Laurence’s, 
gate  Word  the  largest  population  as  well  as  the  lan-est 
number  of  burgesses?"  Tlio  Town  Clerk  answered 
“ I think  it  is  the  richest  ward  of  the  three,  and  has  j 
think,  the  largest  population,  as  well  as  the  lar4st 
number  of  burgesses.”  Do  the  wards  return  the 

same  number  of  representatives  each  ? Yes  two 

aldermen  and  six  councillors. 

174.  |lr.  Exiiam. — Does  any  member  of  the  Cor- 
poration think  it  would  be  advisable  to  add  any 
portion  of  those  out-districts  to  the  Fair-gate  to  m.nfc 
it  up  to  the  numbers  of  Laurence’s-gate? 

175.  The  Mayor. — It  would  only  cause  confusion. 
There  is  no  fault  found  with  there  being  a greater  num- 
ber of  electors  in  one  ward  than  in  another. 

176.  Mr.  Exiiam. — Probably  that  one-mile  radiui 
would  throw  more  into  one  ward  than  into  another,  and 
make  the  disproportion  of  burgesses  still  greater. 

177.  Mr.  Cotton. — It  would  increase  that  South 
Ward  twice  as  much  as  the  others.  It  is  marked 
Mary’s,  I think. 

178.  The  Town  Clerk. — The  South  Ward  is  part 
of  Laui-ence-gato  and  part  ofWest-gato. 

179.  You  increase  the  number  of  burgesses  by 
these  extensions;  in  Lauren ce-gate  say  by  about 
20,  in  West-gate  the  same,  and  you  have  these  wards 
getting  an  amount  of  representation  equal  to  Fair- 
gate,  which  has  only  79.  Now  would  you,  under 
those  circumstances  consider  it  to  be  advisable  to 
have  the  wards  increased  or  lessened  in  any  way. 

180.  The  Mayor. — In  Fair-gate  Ward  I could 
suggest  alteration.  Outside  West-gate,  the  voters  of 
Trinity-street,  on  both  sides,  go  with  West-gate.  I 
• would  suggest  this  alteration,  that  the  electors  on  the 
north  side  should  he  put  on  with  the  Fair-gate  "Ward, 
and  that  those  on  the  south  side  should  stay  as  they 
are. 

181.  It  is  one  of  the  things  that  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered, and  it  does  occur  to  me  when  I see  Fair-gate 
with  79,  and  West-gate  with  130,  that  if  I was 
an  inhabitant  of  West-gate,  I would  say,  “I  don’t 
think  Fair-gate  should  get  ns  many  representatives  on 
the  Council  as  the  other." 

182.  Witness. — After  all  that  is  a consideration  for 
the  Council. 

The  Mayor. — This  inquiry  shows  the  necessity  of 
these  alterations,  when  wc  go  into  the  matter. 

183.  One  reason  for  my  mentioning  the  matter  iB 
that  I know  elsewhere  there  have  been  great  com- 
plaints of  the  valuations  of  wards  in  connexion  with 
this  subject.  In  Cork  the  valuation  of  two  wards 
is,  I think,  £30,000  odd,  or  so,  and  they  get  no  more 
representation  than  two  valued  at  £16,000.  If  you 
would  be  able  to  give  me  the  valuations  we  would 
then  be  better  able  to  judge  of  what  was  proposed  to 
be  brought  in  under  the  mile-and-a-quarter  area. 

184.  Witness. — If  you  take  in  some  of  the  large 
factories  it  would  outweigh  the  valuation,  and  would 
make  an  immense  difference.  I think  the  Corporation 
would  rather  go  to  equalize  the  number  of  voters. 

. ^85-  Mr.  Exham. — It  is  a matter  for  the  Corpora- 
tuon  to  consider  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  new 
district  to  be  brought  in,  as  to  voters.  They  must 
be  attached  to  existing,  or  formed  into  new  ones. 


Mr.  William 
Whitworth, 
u.r. 


Mr-.  William  Whitworth,  hup.,  examined. 


186.  Mr.  Exham.— It  is  right  to  mention  that  the 
complaints  were  made  in  Cork  in  some  wards  where 
such  a state  of  things  as  this  prevailed.  The  voters 
were  less  and  the  valuation  was  less,  and  yet  they 
returned  the  same  number  of  Town  Councillors  to  the 
Corporation  as  wards  that  had  three  times  the 
number  of  voters,  and  three  times  the  valuation.  That 


matter  was  discussed  by  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  this  was  one  of  the  suggestions 
that  emanated  from  them,  and  which  I read,  namely, 
that  in  this  inquiry  we  were  to  try  and  see  from  tie 
evidence  if  from  what  was  stated  before  us  in  our 
inquiry,  any  and  wbat  alteration  in  the  wards  was 
desu-able. 
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1 87  Witness.  — The  preponderance  of  opinion  is  that 
the  numbers  should  correspond  with  the  value. 

188  Mr.  Exham. — It  does  not  appear  what  view 
they  took  except  that  there  should  be  a rectification  of 

bounda  ^ O’Brien. — You  should  consider  the  matter 
well  between  this  and  the  day  we  come  down  again, 
and  tell  us  your  views  fully  on  it- 

190  Witness. — It  is  desirable  that  there  should  be 
no  (Teat  discrepancy  in  that  respect. 

191.  The  Mayor. — It  is  a matter  the  people  of 
Drogheda  have  not  complained  of. 

192.  ‘Mr.  Exham. — There  are  five  or  six  Town 
Councillors  in  Fair-gate  Ward,  which  has  only  79 
voters;  the  present  valuation  of  that  must  be  less 
than  the  large  ward  of  130  voters.  Now  the  question 
is  whether  there  should  be  any  portion  of  the  huger 
ward  thrown  into  the  smaller  one,  to  make  property 
more  represented  in  the  different  wards. 

193.  The  Mayor. — There  are  large  sowers  in  the 
Laurence-gate  Ward,  and  not  in  the  others. 

194.  Mr.  Exham. — Laureuce’s-gate  is  the  greater 
and  the  best  provided.  These  are  things  we  want  to 
have  the  views  of  the  Corporation  upon. 

195.  Mr.  Patrick  MlCuUen. — I hold  land  within 
the  mile-and-a-quarter  radius,  in  Brianstown.  I am 
inside  this  Parliamentary  boundary,  and  vote  for  a 
member  of  Parliament.  What  I was  going  to  say  is, 
I believe  it  would  be  better  if  you  would  turn  what- 
ever yon  take  in  between  the  present  boundary  and 
the  old,  into  a separate  ward.  It  would  then  be  better 
represented  than  if  you  put  it  in  with  the  old  wards. 

196.  Mr-.  O’Bkien. — Do  you  mean  to  have  a 
separate  ward  going  round  in  a circle? — Yes. 

197.  The  Town  Clerk. — It  could  not  be  done,  and 
by  increasing  the  ward  you  will  be  increasing  the 
burgesses  very  little. 

Witness. — I agree  with  a good  deal  of  what  has 
been  said  here  as  to  the  necessity  of  extending  the 
boundary  of  Drogheda.  I differ,  however,  with  some 
of  my  fellow  councillors  in  the  Corporation  as  to  the 


extent  of  the  requirements  as  to  such  extension.  I Dnor.nr.oA. 
differ  with  some  of  them  as  to  the  extent  of  the  new  aob.  so.ists. 
boundary  to  bo  asked  for ; but  in  order  to  make  our 
proceeding  unanimous  I agreed  to  the  two-mile  radius.  Cvhitw^rth"1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
That  opinion,  however,  is  with  Alderman  Daly's*  m.p.  ' ’ 
modified  by  the  information  you  have  been  kind 
enough  to  give.  At  the  same  time  I must  sav  that 
when  we  sought  for  an  increase  of  boundary,  it  was 
not  for  taxation  purposes.  I think  that  this  increase 
of  boundary  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  if  for  no 
other  reason  for  this,  that  a great  many  things  occur 
just  outside  our  boundary — on  the  outskirts— and 
yet  to  have  justice  done  it  is  necessary  to  go  so  far 
that  the  offences  are  veiy  often  condoned  for ; men 
cannot  go  several  miles  to  have  settled,  say  a paltry 
squabble  with  a carman.  That  state  of  tilings  is  very 
much  to  be  regretted,  and  it  would  conduce  to  the 
interests  of  justice  that  such  places  should  be  -with- 
in the  municipal  boundary.  I,  myself,  would  think 
the  mile-and-a-quarter  radius  would  be  enough. 

Beyond  that  I do  not  think  I have  any  observations 
to  make.  I will  only  add  that  your  observation  ought 
to  be  taken  carefully  into  consideration  by  the  Cor- 
poration. 

198.  Mr.  Exham. — For  magisterial  purposes  the 
mile-and-arquarter  radius  woidd  substantially  bring  in 
the  places  most  desirable? — I think  so.  There  are 
parts  that  are  practically  part  of  the  borough  itself 
that  ought  to  be  brought  in,  and  if  that  is  done  it  will 
unquestionably  be  a great  point  gained. 

199.  The  Mayor. — I tender  myself,  but  I have 
really  nothing  to  add  to  what  has  been  already  said. 

200.  Mr.  Exham. — Under  all  the  circumstances  it 
is  much  better  that  the  adjournment  should  take  place. 

We  endeavour,  as  I have  said,  to  do  our  best  for  all 
parties.  There  will  be  no  hurry  in  the  matter  of 
your  considering  the  subject,  for  our  time  will  be  so 
much  occupied  that  we  could  not  be  here  before 
another  month. 

The  Commissioners  adjourned. 


DROGHEDA.— SATURDAY,  APRIL  26tb,  1S79. 

The  Inquiry  was  resumed  to-day  by  Me.  ExHist,  Q.o.,.and  Mr.  Cottox,  c.e. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Giieene,  County  Surveyor,  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Exiiam. — Havo  the  Town  Commissioners 
considei'ed  this  matter  of  the  extension  of  the  bound- 
aides  since  we  last  sat  in  Drogheda? — Yes,  they  have. 

2.  They  passed  a resolution,  I believe,  on  the 
subject  ? — Yes,  they  did. 

3.  What  was  the  effect  of  that  resolution  ? — It  is  in 
favour  of  accepting  the  two  mile  radius. 

4.  Two  miles  from  tlio  centro  of  the  town? — Yes. 

5.  And  was  that  a unanimous  resolution  of  the 
Corporation  ? — I could  not  exactly  say. 

6.  Was  the  former  unanimous,  to  the  best  of  your 
recollection? — Yes,  as  well  as  I remember,  it  was. 
Perhaps  one  or  two  members  spoke  against  it. 

7.  Have  you,  since  we  were  here  last,  looked  out  on 
the  map,  and  seen  how  the  extension  could  be  made 
following  townland  boundaries  ?—  By  the  two-mile 
radius  we  cut  three  townlands. 

8.  Mr.  Cotton. — Would  you  give  us  the  names  of 
flie  townlands  you  propose  to  include — those  that  are 
whole  and  those  that  are  cut? 

9.  Mr.  Exham. — I think  you  gave  ua  that  on  the 
last  occasion. 

Mr.  Greene. — Yes,  I gave  a copy  to  the  Secretary. 

10.  Mr.  Exham. — Well,  now,  the  blue  line — the 
portion  coloured  blue  on  the  map — what  portion  is  that? 
—The  blue  line  is  the  boundary  of  the  proposed  two- 
mile  radius.  Wo  proposed  to  come  as  near  to  the 
townland  boundary  as  we  can  possibly,  but  we  cannot 
adhere  to  it  in  all  cases. 

11.  Mr.  Cotton. — Can  you  give  us  a tracing  of 
^af  ? — Yes,  I shall  send  it  on  to  you. 


12.  What  does  the  red  line  mark  ? — The  red  line  is 
the  present  Parliamentary  boundary  of  the  old  borough. 

13.  Mr.  Exham. — Which  is  the  Parliamentary  bound- 
ai.y  ?_The  red  line,  and  the  yellow  portion  is  the 
municipal— the  red  is  the  old  county  boundary. 

14.  Then  what  the  Corporation  propose  to  do  is,  to 
take  in  all  that  portion  included  within  the  blue  line 
on  the  map,  marking  a radius  of  two  miles  from  the 
centre  of  the  town? — Yes. 

15.  Mr.  Cotton. — Did  the  Corporation  come  to  any 

conclusion  about  the  division  of  the  area  into  wards  ? 
—They  believed  that  there  should  be  a sub-dmsion 
into  three  wards  as  at  present,  and  the  extended 
portions  taken  into  each.  , 

16  Did  they  come  to  any  conclusion  as  to  how 
it  should  be  done?— No ; they  did  not. 

17.  Mr.  Exham. — Have  you  got  a list  of  the  voters 
at  present  within  the  municipal  district  ? 

18  I have  (witness  hands  in  list  of  voters). 

19  jjj.  Exham.— I see  from  this  that  there  are 
seventy-nine  voters  in  Fair  Gate  ward  at  present,  and 
in  West  Gate  ward  ninety-five  1— Yes. 

20  Can  you  let  me  have  the  area  and  valuation 
of  the  wards,  with  the  number  of  houses,  tel- 
V-q  . for  1871  in  Fail-  Gate  ward  the  area  rs  l2-s 
IZi,  in  Laurence  Onto  159  acres  and  West  Cte 
173  total  *54.  In  lair  Gate  ward  there  were  898 
homses,  of  which  830  were  inhabited,  68  mnnhatated, 
and  there  were  60  bmhhngs  under  the head  of 
outoffices,  and  farmsteedmg.  Laurence  Gate, 
houses,  1,146  inhabited,  87  uninhabited,  two  building, 
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Drogheda,  and  265  out-offices  or  farmsteading.  West  Gate 
April  on,  1879.  ward,  1,089  houses,  982  inhabited,  105  uninhabited, 
Mr  j ,t  two  building,  and  169  out-offices  and  farmsteading. 

Greene!  The  total  number  of  houses  for  the  three  wards  was 

3,222,  of  which  2,958  were  inhabited,  260  uninhabited, 
four  building,  and  494  out-offices,  &c. 

21.  Now,  as  to  the  population! — According  to  the 
return  of  1871,  there  were  in  Fair  Gate  ward  3,699 
persons — 1,722  males,  1,577  females.  Laurence  Gate, 
5,396  persons — 2,430  males,  and  2,906  females.  West 
Gate,  4,415  persons — 2,125  males,  2,290  females.  In 
St. Mary’s  parish  there  were  902  families ; in  St.  Peter’s, 
2,133,  and  Tullyallen,  132  (total  3,167).  The  municipal 
valuation  of  St.  Mary's  parish  was  .£3,729  10s.,  of  St. 
Peter’s,  .£15,035  4s..  and  of  Tullyallen,  £340 — total 
£19,104  14s. 

22.  Mr.  Cotton. — That,  I understand,  was  the  valu- 
ation in  1871 ? — Yes ; it  is  taken  from  the  census  book. 

23.  Mr.  John  Farrell,  j.p. — There  has  been  a great 
decrease  in  the  valuation  of  the  small  tenements  which 
are  rated  at  about  30s.,  while  there  has  been  a large 
increase  in  those  above  £5. 

24.  How  much  would  you  say  is  the  difference? — 
The  decrease  in  the  borough  would  amount  to  about 
£200.  A great  many  small  streets  have  disappeared 
altogether. 

25.  Mr.  Exham. — Now,  Mr.  Greene,  I think  we  got 
from  you  already,  when  we  were  here,  what  is  the 
entire  valuation  of  the  new  district,  as  we  may  call  it? 
—Yes. 

26.  Mr.  Cotton. — What  would  you  propose  your- 
self with  regard  to  the  division  of  the  additional  area 
into  wards  1—1  think  if  they  were  divided  into  three 
distinct  wards,  and  the  lines  of  the  present  wards  ex- 
tended out  to  meet  the  boundaries  formed,  it  would  be 
sufficient. 

27.  Would  that  include  one-third,  about,  of  the  addi- 
tional population,  and  one-third  the  additional  valua- 
tion in  each  ? — Yes  ; at  the  same  time  they  are  very 
unequal  at  present.  Laurence  Gate  ward  has  the 
largest  ntunber. 

28.  Mr.  Exham. — Would  you  be  able,  Mr.  Greene, 
in  sending  us  this  tracing,  to  mark  out  what  you  would 
suggest  as  a line  to  be  added  to  the  three  wards  ? — 
Yes  ; you  will  be  able  to  see  it  on  the  map.  I will 
send  you  a tracing.  It  will  be  seen  marked  green  on 
the  map. 

29.  Mr.  Exham. — Now,  Mr.  Farrell,  what  is  your 
view  as  to  the  division  of  the  wards  ?— All  the  three 
wards  will  commence  at  the  Court-house— the  line 
separating  West  Gate  ward  from  Laurence  Gate  ward 
will  be  a line  through  centre  of  Shop-street,  Bull-ring 
Barrack-lane,  Duleek-street,  Beamon-road,  out  in  a 
straight  line  to  boundary.  All  on  the  eastern  side  will 
be  in  Laurence  Gate  ward,  and  all  on  the  western  side 
will  be  in  West  Gate  ward.  The  line  from  Tholsol  up 
through  centre  of  Peter-street,  William-street,  King- 
street,  Palace-street,  Newfoundwell-road,  and  in  a 
straight  line  through  said  road  to  borough  boundary 
will  divide  Laurence  Gate  ward  from  Fair  Gate  ward! 
All  east  and  south  of  said  line  to  be  in  Laurence  Gate 
ward,  and  all  north  and  west  in  Fair  Gate  ward. 
The  line  at  Court-house  for  the  third  division  passes 
through  the  centre  of  West-street,  Horse-fair,  Georoe’s- 
street,  North-road,  and  oil  by  centre  of  Dundalk-road 
to  borough  boundary,  will  divide  the  Fair  Gate  ward 
from  West  Gate  ward— all  on  north  and  east  to  be  in 
Fan-  Gate  ward,  and  all  on  west  and  south  in  West 
Gate  ward. 

30.  Mr.  Cotton.— Would  that  add  about  one-third 
of  the  new  area  to  each  Ward?— I think  Fair  Gate 
ward  would  have  the  largest  proportion  of  property 
but  there  would  be  less  rated  occupiers. 

[hfr.  Greene  here  handed  in  a list  of  all  the  persons 
rated  at  £9  15 s.  and  upwards,  who  would  be  within 
the  proposed  two-mile  radius — 236  in  number.] 

31.  Mr.  Farrell. — There  are  several  people  who 
hold  in  the  town,  and  in  different  parts  outside,  so 
that  the  constituency  will  not  be  increased  exactly  by 


236,  because  some  people  in  the  list  are  already  ratel 
occupiers  in  the  town.  a 

32.  Mr.  Cotton.— I was  going  to  ask  did  the  Cur 

poration  purpose  to  hike  up  the  powers  of  the  Counts 
Grand  Jury?  I 

Mr.  Greene. — I could  not  answer  that. 

33.  Alderman  Knagga. — I should  suppose  that 
would  be  their  object. 

34.  Mr.  Cotton.— Are  we  to  take  it  the  Corpora- 
tion do  wish  to  take  up  the  duties  from  the  two  Grand 
Julies  ? 

Alderman  Knagga.— In  certain  proportions;  I should 
say  so. 

35.  Alderman  Daly. — I think  you  may  take  it  to  be 
the  wish  of  the  Corporation,  but  there  has  been  no 
formal  resolution  or  expression  of  opinion,  no  vote  of 
the  Council  yet,  on  the  subject.  I brought  the  subject 
myself  before  the  notice  of  the  Corporation,  but  we 
took  no  vote  on  it. 

36.  Alderman  Knagga. — I think  we  may  say  we 
were  unanimous  as  to  the  advisability  of  adopting  the 
two-mile  radius. 

37.  Mr.  Exham. — As  I learned  from  Mr,  Greene 
there  was  no  absolute  dissentient? 

Alderman  Daly. — Yes;  but  there  was  not  a vote 
taken. 

38.  Mr.  Greene. — Even  at  the  present  time  the 
Corporation  has  asked  me  to  present  at  these  Sessions 
for  all  the  works  carried  on  heretofore  by  the  Grand 
J ury ; and,  in  fact,  though  the  Grand  Jury  give  the 
rates,  the  Corporation  do  the  roads. 

39.  Mr.  Exiiam. — Are  you  speaking  of  the  Grand 
Jiuy  of  the  county  outside,  who  have  charge  of  the 
extended  area  ? — 

Alderman  Daly. — We  will  take  them  in,  and  the 
county  outside  will  have  no  more  to  do  with  them  then 

40.  Mr.  Exiiam. — You  can  tell  me,  Alderman  Daly, 
is  the  county  of  the  city  of  Drogheda  conterminous  with 
the  municipal  area  ? — Yes,  both  are  exactly  the  same. 

41.  Am  I right  in  saying,  Alderman,  that  all  the 
roods  outside  the  present  municipal  district,  and 
within  the  blue  line,  are  at  present  kept  in  order  by 
the  two  Grand  Juries  of  the  county  Meath  and  the 
county  Louth  ? — Yes. 

42.  Do  the  people  living  in  these  localities  pay 
county  cess? — Yes. 

43.  Have  you  any  taxes  in  the  town  ? — No  municipal 
taxes. 

44.  And  do  you  keep  up  our  roads  out  of  your  own 
property ? — No;  we  have  the  county  cess  and  Grand 
Jury  rate  here,  put  on  by  tlio  Grand  Jury  of  the 
county  of  the  town  of  Drogheda,  and  they  give  a rate 
in  aid  to  the  Corporation.  There  is  a certain  area 
called  the  “ Gates,”  and  within  these  old  “ Gates  ” 
the  Corporation  have  been  doing  the  work  out  of  the 
borough  fund ; from  that,  then,  out  to  where  it  joins 
the  county,  the  roads  have  been  put  in  repair  by 
county  rate,  which  is  a rate  in  aid. 

45.  Mr.  Exham. — Who  strikes  that  rate? — The 
Grand  J ury  of  the  county  of  the  town  of  Drogheda 

46.  Alderman  Knagga. — That  is  outside  the  Gates, 
between  the  counties,  of  Louth  and  Meath.  The 
city  Grand  Jury  assess  for  the  short  distance,  from  the 
boundary  to  the  adjoining  county  of  Meath  or  Louth. 

47.  Mr  Exham.—  Then,  Alderman  Knaggs,  how 
much  does  that  amount  to  in  the  year — what  is  the 
city  cess  for  that? — Well,  it  has  been  rather  high  for 
the  last  half-year,  hut  it  was  in  consequence  of  a large 
expenditure  in  making  a pathway  from  the  terminus 
of  the  railway ; the  utmost  cess  for  keeping  it  in  order 
is  from  10(2.  to  Is.  each  half-year. 

48.  For  the  town  ? — For  the  county  of  the  town. 
It  used  to  be  from  lOd.  to  Is.  I may  say  altogether 
that  the  average  is  about  10  d. 

49.  Mr.  Exham. — What  I want  to  know  is  this : 
Dothe  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Drogheda 
levy  or  present  for  a county  cess,  or  a cess  in  the 
nature  of  county  cess,  which  hitherto  has  amounted 
to  lOc?.,  or  varied  from  that  to  Is.,  or  Is.  1(2. — is  that 
so  ? — Alderman  Daly. — It  used  to  amount  to  3s. 
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• 6rf.  but  the  Prisons’  Act  relieved  us  of  a portion 
of  that,  which  it  has  taken  off  our  hands ; now,  it 
will  be,' after  this,  about  an  average  of  Is.  G<7.  for  every 

•'e‘gOf  ‘VVell,  now,  if  you  bring  in  these  outlying  dis- 
tricts you  will  get  a great  lot  of  roads  that  you  will 
1,-we  to  keep  in  repair.  Have  you  considered  what  it 
would  be  fair  to  these  people  living  outside  to  pay — at 
present  they  pay  the  county  cess,  what  is  that  1 
1 Mr.  Farrell. — In  Louth  it  averages  about  Is.  8 cl.  in 
the  pound.  We  have  a barony  connected  with  the 
town  called  the  barony  of  Drogheda,  and  the  barony 
of  Fethard ; the  cess  in  each  case  is  10<Z.  each  lialf- 

■ 5i,  What  is  it  in  Meath1? 

Mr.  Farrell. — From  7 \d.  to  8 d. 

52.  Well,  if  these  roads  .are  brought  in,  what  is 
your  proposal  as  to  the  taxes  the  people  living  in  this 
new  area  are  to  pay  1 

Alderman  Jinaggs. — There  is  nothing  except  for 
macadamizing  and  keeping  the  roads  in  repair. 

53.  Aldeiman  Daly. — The  Corporation  property  is 
every  year  increasing  and  will  go  on  up  to  about 
.£10,000  a year.  At  present  the  Corporate  property 
is  over  £4,000  a year  for  all  municipal  purposes,  so 
that  all  that  comes  within  the  area  we  propose  will 
only  have  to  pay  a rate  in  aid  towards  the  roads. 

54.  Mr.  Cotton. — How  much  will  that  be? — It 
will  never  come  to  more  than  Is.  6 d.  in  the  pound ; 
Is.  6 d.  is  the  very  outside  that  parties  brought  in  will 
have  to  pay. 

55.  Mr.  Exham. — Then  you  would  be,  in  point  of 
fact,  increasing  their  taxation  in  this  way.  At  present, 
up  to  the  present,  they  were  paying  also  the  county  at 
large  charges  included  in  the  lOd.  every  half-year. 
The  county  at  large  charges  are  included  in  the  KM. 
half-yearly  assessment.  The  benefit  of  the  previous 
Act  will  go  for  the  county,  as  well  as  the  town,  and 
also  the  contribution  to  lunatic  asylums,  and  so  on, 
and  in  this  way  would  not  the  county  rate  be  reduced 
on  them  ? 

56.  I know  it  won’t  go  beyond  Is.  9d.  They  are 
now  talking  of  building  a new  Court-house ; of  course 
then  it  would  come  to  2s.  Gil. 

57.  Then,  suppose  all  this  arable  land  is  brought  in, 
and  that,  as  I already  called  your  attention  to,  the  law 
is,  that  arable  land  within  the  municipality  is  only  to 
pay  rates  on  one-fourth  of  its  valuation,  then  see  what 
''rill  you  do  with  regard  to  all  this  land.  You  will 
have  to  keep  the  roads  in  repair,  and  the  rate  tire  land 
will  have  to  pay  will  bo  only  on  one-fourth  of  tho 
valuation. 

58.  Alderman  .DM//. — We  wero  under  tho  impression 
that  that  only  referred  to  the  sanitary  rate.  Tho 
Corporation  would  be  greatly  guided  by  that.  They 
would  modify  their  opinion  very  much  if  that  is  the 
fact.  I stated  here  publicly  that  in  other  towns  where 
yon  discussed  the  question,  the  conclusion  come  to  was 
that  that  had  only  reference  to  the  sanitary  rate. 

59.  Mr.  Exham. — Oh,  nob  at  all.  What  do  the 
railway  company  pay — do  they  pay  full  rates  or  only 
ou  one-fourth  of  the  valuation  ? 

Mr.  Fwrrdl. — They  pay  the  full  rate  for  the  building. 

60.  And  for  the  line  ? — There  is  a valuation  as  in 
ordinary  property,  so  much  on  the  linear  perch. 

61.  And  they  pay  the  whole  of  that  here? — 
Yes. 

62.  Alderman  Daly. — This  is  the  opinion  in  re- 
ference to  this  subject  by  Mr.  Walker,  Q.c.  (Printed 
copy  of  opinion  handed  to  Mr.  Exham.) 

Mr.  Exham. — Mr.  Walker  in  this  opinion  states 
mat  at  present  the  paving,  lighting,  and  cleansing  are 
done  out  of  the  Corporate  property. 

64.  Alderman  Kncujgs. — So  they  are. 

65.  Mr.  Exham. — I thought  it  was  stated  that  there 
was  a rate? — -There  is  a rate  in  aid  applicable  to  the 
portions  outside  the  borough,  hut  anything  inside  is 
done  by  the  Corporation. 

66.  Alderman  Daly. — It  is  tho  outsido  portion — 

com  the  gates — to  which  the  rate  in  aid  applies. 


67.  Mr.  Greene.  The  Corporation  maintain  two 
nnles  and  a half  of  streets  within  the  gates,  and 
three  miles  and  a half  of  laneways,  and  the  Grand 
Jury  of  the  county  of  the  town  of  Drogheda  main- 
tain about  five  and  a half  miles  of  roadwav  within 
the  borough. 

68.  Then  there  are  five  miles  maintained  by  a rate 
on  all  the  people?— Yes,  by  county  rate  levied  by  the 
Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  the  town  of  Drogheda. 
Every  person  has  to  pay  a share  for  the  repairs. 

69.  In  that  rate  that  was  struck  you  pay  what  are 
called  county  at  large  charges  ?— Yes,  to  the  county  of 
the  town  of  Drogheda. 

<0.  That  is,  whatever  the  Government  send  in  as 
the  amount  you  are  to  pay  for  prisons,  and  so  on  ? 


71.  Mr.  Whitworth,  M.P. — I take  it  that  if  the  exten- 
sion  takes  place  there  will  not,  as  a matter  of  fact,  he 
any  increase  of  taxation  on  the  persons  outside  who 
may  be  brought  in  ? 

Alderman  Etuiggs. — There  will  be  a decrease. 

72.  Mi-.  Whitworth. — The  Commissioners  should 
understand  that  it  is  not  sought  to  extend  the  boundary 
for  taxation  purposes. 

73.  Mr.  Exham. — What  I am  inclined  to  think  is, 
that  it  is  not  the  Corporation  who  will  get  any 
advantage,  but  those  people  outside  who  will  get  a 
great  advantage. 

74.  Mr.  Whitworth. — That  is  my  opinion.  I was 
against  the  large  extension,  for  the  borough  will  suffer, 
but  as  far  as  the  outsiders  are  concerned  there  will  be 
no  difference  in  their  taxation — certainly  no  increase 
in  it,  but  rather  the  contrary. 

75.  Mr.  Exham. — Mr.  Walker,  in  his  opinion, 
appears  to  have  had  the  same  idea  as  has  been  running 
in  my  head — that  the  new  area  comes  in  just  in  the  same 
way  as  if  it  were  part  of  the  borough  at  this  moment. 
Then,  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  and  Dro- 
gheda is  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  (together 
with  the  Corporation  Act)  : any  land  within  that  area 
only  pays  rates  on  one-fourth  of  the  valuation.  At 
present  those  lands  that  are  outside  your  municipal 
boundaries  are  paying  about  Is.  S cl.  or  Is.  10tf.,  and 
in  Louth  Is.  id.,  and  in  Meath  Is.  5 d. 

76.  Alderman  Daly. — I know  a great  many  mem- 
bers present,  the  mayor,  and  Mr.  Whitworth,  and 
myself  would,  I believe,  modify  our  ideas  very  much 
if  this  one-fourth  business  was  the  law,  but  we  have 
been  led  to  think,  from  seeing  some  of  the  argu- 
ments before  yourself,  that  it  only  referred  to  sanitary 
rate. 

77.  Mr.  Exham. — That  is  a mistake.  Suppose,  then, 
the  legislature  were  content  if  they  were  to  pay  one- 
fourth,  you  would  not  be  inclined  to  take  them  in  on 
these  terms,  unless  they  paid  full  road  rate  ? 

Alderman  Daly. — We  would  not  take  them  in 
so  far,  we  would  modify  the  extension,  we  would 
take  in  the  railway  certainly.  May  we  take  it,  sir, 
that  based  on  your  report  it  will  be  otherwise,  and 
that  they  will  have  to  pay  the  road  rate  as  usual. 

78.  Mr.  Exham. — We  cannot  say  what  may  be  in 

our  report.  It  is  impossible  to  say  what  the  legislature- 
will  do.  If  we  even  decide  or  report  in  favour  of  the 
extension,  the  legislature  may  say,  “ No,  we  won’t 
have  it.”  . 

79.  Alderman  Daly. — What  I would  wish  to  press 
upon  the  Commissioners  as  fair  and  reasonable  is,  that 
if  a man  comes  in  within  the  limits  of  our  boundary, 
and  is  enabled  to  derive  all  the  advantages  of  the 
municipal  district,  he  ought  certainly  to  pay  the 
same  rate— the  same  road  rate— as  the  man  in  the 


Down. 

80.  Mi-.  Exhajt.— I would  say  so,  certainly.  1 can 
understand  well  the  distinction  between  keeping  up 
the  town,  and  the  improvement  rate  for  scavenging, 
watering,  and  so  on.  Now,  have  you  considered  this 
question,  and  did  you  take  it  into  consideration  in 
obtaining  Mr.  Walker’s  opinion— whether,  if  this  dis 
trict  is  brought  in,  you  are  prepared  to  sewer,  light, 
and  water  it? 


Deocbeda. 
April  26, 1879, 
Mr.  J.  J. 
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Drogheda.  Alderman  Daly. — As  far  as  it  requires  it.  Up  to 
April  26,  1879.  the  present,  I may  say,  you  had  to  grope  your  way  up 
Mr  jT"  to  railway,  and  probably  if  the  auditor  knew 

Greene.  that  the  lamps  had  been  laid  along  that  road  he  would 

surcharge  us,  for  we  are  actually  lighting  beyond  our 
limit — beyond  our  area.  If  we  brought  in  the  pro- 
posed extended  district  we  would  like  to  give  the  lights 
as  far  its  possible,  and  extend  other  similar  advantages. 

81.  Mr.  Exham. — Now,  Alderman  Daly,  you  say,  as 
far  as  it  would  be  requisite,  you  will  give  these  privi- 
leges or  advantages  of  water,  lighting,  &c.  Now  listen 
to  what  Mr.  Walker,  in  his  opinion,  says  on  the 
subject : — 

“ If  the  boundaries  be  extended,  under  the  Act  of  '54, 
the  ratepayers  in  the  new  area  will  have  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  as  to  lighting,  watering,  &c.,  as  the  ratepayers 
within  the  boundary.” 

That  is  Mr.  Walker’s  opinion,  and  it  means  this — that 
a man  living  at  the  very  furthest  point  of  the  new 
area  to  be  taken  in  can  compel  you  to  give  him  light, 
water,  sewers,  and  scavenging,  just  the  very  same 
as  the  man  living  a door  off  from  where  we  now  are  1 

Alderman  Daly. — He  would  have  to  pay  improve- 
ment rate.  The  Water  Company  is  not  a public  com- 
pany ; it  is  a private  company. 

82.  Mr.  Exham. — You  have  no  water  works  of 
your  own? — No.  Some  time  ago,  Mr.  Dickie,  an 
attorney,  was  asked  under  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act,  to  pay  town  improvement  rate ; he  refused, 
saying,  “ I am  not  getting  light,  or  water,  or  anything 
else.”  He  tried  the  question  before  the  barrister,  and 
the  barrister  made  him  pay. 

83.  The  Mayor  of  Drogheda. — I may  mention  that 
a meeting  of  the  ratepayers  and  members  of  the  Council 
and  persons  interested  was  held,  at  which  I presided, 
and  it  was  agreed  by  a majority  that  the  extension  of 
two  miles,  as  suggested,  was  advisable.  If,  however, 
what  we  have  been  given  to  understand  relative  to 
the  one-fourth  be  the  case,  opinion  on  the  subject 
would  be  doubtful,  and  the  disposition  would  be  to 
remain  as  we  are,  or  to  go  in  for  a mile  and  a quarter 
extension.  We  would  be  guided  as  to  the  extension 
by  the  consideration  as  to  whether  they  would  pay 

- rates  on  one-fourth  of  the  valuation  or  the  whole. 

84.  Mr.  Exham. — We  may  take  it,  then,  that  it  is 
the  feeling  of  the  Corporation,  and,  as  the  mayor  says, 
of  the  majority  of  those  who  constituted  the  meeting 
over  which  he  presided,  that  they  should  go  for  the 
two  mile  extension  as  marked  by  the  blue  line  on  the 
map,  but  on  the  understanding  that  the  occupiers,  the 
people  occupying  land  there,  shall,  as  far  as  the  roads 
are  concerned,  pay  the  same  road  rate  and  the  same  for 
their  county  at  large  charges.  The  people  in  the  town, 
as  I understand  it,  pay  at  present  something  like 
Is.  6<7.  (it  is  that  now)  in  the  £,  for  what  is  called  a 
city  rate,  which  is  analagous  to  county  rate.  The 
people  outside  are  paying  in  one  county  Is.  9 d.,  and 
in  the  other  Is.  3 d.  What  I understand  then  is,  as 
to  the  Meath  man,  by  the  extension  he  would  be  over- 
taxed with  3d.  more,  for  it  would  be  raised  to  Is.  6 d., 
but  there  would  be  a reduction  in  the  case  of  the 
Louth  man,  for  it  would  be  reduced  to  Is.  6 d. 

85.  Alderman  Knaggs. — And  likely  to  be  reduced 
more. 

86.  Mr.  Exham. — Yes,  for  as  the  Corporate  pro- 
perty increases  you  will  have  money  in  hand  to  enable 
you  to  clean  these  roads. 

87.  Alderman  Daly. — I may  say  that  no  one  is 
for  less  than  a mile  and  a quarter  extension  under  any 
circumstances. 

88.  Mr.  Cotton. — And  do  I understand  that  at  is 
the  wish  of  the  whole  of  the  Corporation  to  take  up 
the  whole  of  the  Grand  Jury  powers  over  the  district 
taken  in  ? — That  is  the  belief ; that  it  would  be  well 
to  do  so. 

89.  Mr.  Cotton. — And  have  the  Grand  Juries  of 
Louth  or  Meath  expressed  any  opinion  on  the  subject  ? 
— No,  they  have  not  been  asked. 

90.  Alderman  Knaggs. — The  Grand  Jury  of  nei- 
ther county  has  expressed  any  opinion. 


91.  Mr.  Cooper.—  It  has  not  been  before  them. 

92.  Mr.  Exham.— They  know,  I suppose,  that  this 
inquiry  is  going  on,  and  have  an  opportunity  0f 
giving  expression  to  any  view  they  may  entertain  on 
the  subject. 

93.  Mr.  Cooper. — The  roads  immediately  contiguous 
to  the  boundary  are  very  expensive  to  repair. 

94.  Alderman  Daly. — I suppose  it  is  the  farmers' 
carts  do  that,  carrying  potatoes  and  turnips,  and  so  on. 

95.  Mr.  Cooper. — But  that  is  qualified  in  this  way— 
the  barony  is  very  large,  and  the  cess  is  therefore  light 
on  those  about  where  those  roads  are. 

96.  Mr.  Exham. — What  Mr.  Cooper  means  is  this 

the  county-cess  comes  off  the  entire  barony,  and  if  the 
county-cess  was  to  be  applied  to  particular  townlands 
only,  and  not  off  the  whole  barony,  the  roads  within 
this  area  would  cost  more  than  the  rest  of  the  barony, 
and  he  says  if  you  take  the  roads  you  will  find  they 
will  cost  more  for  these  roads  than  they  are  now 
costing,  for  they  are  helped  by  the  other  districts,  and 
ho  means  to  convey,  I suppose,  that  you  will  have  to 
increase  the  general  rate  of  taxation  for  these  roads  • 
but  the  answer  is  that  you  bring  in  a large  valuation 
of  the  people  of  Drogheda  to  make  up  these  roads. 

97.  Mx\  Cooper. — But  that  valuation  of  the  people 
of  Drogheda  is  heavily  taxed  already. 

98.  Alderman  Daly. — It  has  poor  rate  and  county- 
cess.  to  meet,  and  that  is  all. 

- 99.  Mr.  Exham. — Yes,  in  fact  you  are  very  excep- 
tionally situated  in  Drogheda  ? — Very  fortunately  cir- 
cumstanced. 

100.  Mr.  Exham. — And,  as  the  Mayor  has  said, 
Alderman  Knaggs,  you  don’t  want  those  people  out- 
side should  pay  any  taxes  to  the  town,  you  don’t 
want  to  make  mouey  by  them  ? 

Alderman  Knaggs. — Quite  so. 

101.  Mr.  Exham. —What  then  do  you  want  with 
the  extension  at  all. 

102.  Alderman  Knaggs. — Well,  the  power  of  exer- 
cising magisterial  duties  over  the  district  that  ought 
to  be  within  our  area,  that  is  one  reason,  and  for 
the  purposes  of  sessions,  and  so  on.  We  would  also 
have  a greater  area  for  jurors. 

103.  Alderman  Daly. — The  same  answer  could  be 
given  to  your  question  as  would  be  given  by  a 
gentleman  who  wants  to  extend  his  property — there 
is  a prestige  connected  with  an  increased  area,  and 
then  we  would  have  the  railway  in,  and  have  control 
over  the  cars. 

104.  Mr.  Cotton. — That  circumstance  about  the 
cars  is  a very  exceptional  and  special  one  indeed 

105.  Alderman  Daly. — It  is  very  important.  All 
the  district  around,  circumstanced  as  it  is  here,  ought 
to  be  in  the  hands  or  under  the  contvol  of  the  autho- 
rities of  a town  like  this. 

106.  Mr.  Exham. — Certainly,  that  about  the  cars 
is  a very  strong  argument.  It  was  mentioned  too,  I 
think,  on  the  last  day,  that  if  a death  occurred  in  the 
poor-house,  it  is  the  coroner  of  Meath  who  would  have 
to  be  communicated  with  to  hold  the  inquest. 

107.  Alderman  Daly. — I can  understand  how,  per- 
haps, in  other  places  where  there  are  municipal  taxes 
to  be  paid,  objections  may  be  raised,  but  here  we  know 
the  property  the  Corporation  has,  and  the  advantage 
it  will  be  to  those  who  will  be  brought  in.  They  will 
save  all  the  bother  of  going  off  as  jurors  and  so  on. 

108.  Mr.  Cooper. — Do  you  want  to  bring  them  in 
against  their  will  ? 

Alderman  Daly. — Oh,  they  would  all  give  their  con- 
sent if  they  understood  it.  There  is  all  sort  of  talk 
outside  about  putting  rates  on  these  people  which  is 
all  folly. 

109.  Mr.  Exham. — I think  we  understand  pretty 
fairly  the  views  of  the  Corporation  on  the  matter.  Are 
there  debts  on  Drogheda  at  present  ? 

Alderman  Daly. — None,  except  in  respect  of  some 
money  we  borrowed  to  build  the  bridge.  There  is  a 
sum  of  about  £9,500. 

110.  How  long  is  that  borrowed  ? 
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Alderman.  Daly.— I think  about  £7,000  was  bor- 
rowed since  1856. 

111  How  was  it  incurred  1 

Alderman  Daly.— The  other  portion  was  an  old  debt. 

112  Who  was  the  £7,000  borrowed  from  ! — From 
Air  Cairns,  I think,  the  largest  portion  of  it,  at  four 

and  a half  per  cent 

113  And  is  it  being  paid  off  by  sinking  fund!— 
No  we  are  waiting  till  we  get  a large  income.  There 
is  no  hurry  or  pressure  for  the  money. 

114.  Mr.  Exham. — Now  I think  we  know  what  is 
the  feeling  of  the  Corporation  on  this  matter,  and  also, 
as  the  Mayor  has  said,  of  a large  number  of  ratepayers 
of  the  town,  and  we  take  it  with  the  qualification  that 
has  already' been  mentioned.  Now,  if  there  is  anyone 
who  wishes  to  give  his  view— anyone  living  in  the 
area  outside— we  will  hear  him. 

115.  Mr.  George  Ilarcourt,  j.p. — I am  opposed  to 

the  extension.  . ... . 

116.  Mr.  Exham.— You  live  outside,  and  within 
this  two  mile  extension  proposed  ! — Yes. 

117.  What  is  the  name  of  your  place  ! — Kilnacar 


House. 

118.  And  have  you  much  land  attached  1 — About 
100  acres. 

119.  You,  I understand,  don't  wish  any  extension 
to  take  place! — No,  I do  not  I am  so  situated  that 
it  appeals  they  have  come  out  of  their  way  to  take 
me  in. 

120.  Alderman  Daly. — Mr.  Greene  shot  a little  out 
at  that  point. 

121.  Mr.  Greene. — We  did  not  like  to  leave  him 


out. 

122.  Mr.  Harcourt. — This  is  in  the  barony  .of 
Drogheda. 

123.  Mr.  Exham. — It  is  at  present  in  the  County 
Louth  1— Yes.  It  is  stated  hero  that  all  that  is  levied 
on  the  town  at  present — that  is  for  kcoping  up  the 
roads — is  Is.  6 d.  in  the  pound,  but  it  is  more  than  that. 

124.  What  has  been  the  average  rate,  the  average 
city  rate,  for  five  years  1 — 2s.  6 d.  or  3s.  id. 

125.  Alderman  Daly. — The  Sanitary  Act  came  in, 
sir,  and  owing  to  letters  in  tho  newspapers  and  that, 
the  authorities  came  down  with  great  pressure  on  us, 
and  called  on  the  Corporation  to  make  tremendous 
sewers  costing  very  large  sums  of  money.  That  hap- 
pened within  these  five  years.  That  however  is  all 
done,  and  won’t  happen  again.  I mentioned  this  to  show 
this  gentleman  that  Is.  Gd.  is  a fair  average,  indeed 
some  say  it  is  beyond  it. 

126.  Mr.  Harcourt. — It  is  impossible  to  depend 
upon  it  It  has  jumped  up  in  such  a way  that- 1 am' 
afraid  something  of  tho  same  sort  will  occur  again. 

127.  Mr.  Exham. — In  any  case,  Mr.  Harcourt,  do 
’you not  use  the  town  for  all  purposes!— Yes. 

128.  And  is  not  your  place  much  more  valuable 
owing  to  its  proximity  to  the  town! — Well,  but  I am 
paying  for  that. 

129.  The  Mayor. — Are  you  not  a tenant  of  the 
Corporation  1 — Yes. 


130.  Mr.  Exham. — But  in  all  you  are  paying  to  the  Duooheda. 
Corporation,  you  are  paying  nothing  for  the  fighting  April  36, 1879. 
of  the  town,  keeping  the  streets  clean,  and  so  on,  all  ..  r~ T" 

of  which  is  of  great  advantage  and  benefit  to  you  and  Greene, 
to  your  family,  and  don’t  you  think  you  ought  to  pay 
something  towards  it ! — No  doubt  in  that  view  cer 
tainly ; but  something  is  one  thing,  but  I am  afraid  the 
Corporation  will  jump  up  the  same  as  last  half  year. 

131.  Alderman  Knaggs. — I would  be  sorry  to  think 
so. 


132.  Mr.  Harcourt. — There  is  always  new  expense 
coming  on. 

133.  Mr.  Exham. — Take  your  own  land  and  see 
what  you  are  paying  for  it,  or  what  you  can  get  for  it, 
and  compare  it  with  what  would  be  the  value  of  land 
of  the  same  quality,  say  six  miles  off! — Yes,  but  the 
laud  beyond  me  again  has  similar  advantages,  and  it 
is  exempted. 


134.  Mr.  Exham. — You  are  quite  right,  no  doubt,  in 
saying  that  two  miles  and  a quarter  is  probably  the 
same  as  two  miles — that  the  advantages  in  the  former 
case  are  much  the  same  as  the  latter;  but  suppose  you 
go  to  five  miles,  out  to  a place  not  so  easy  of  access, 
would  not  your  land  be  worth  double  that  land  situated 
some  five  miles  off  ! — I don’t  think  so. 

135.  Alderman  Daly. — Oh ! it  is  quite  clear  the 
lands  adjoining  the  town  are  all  double  value,  they 
are  all  town  parks. 

136.  Mr.  Cooper. — As  to  the  advantages — I would 
ask,  do  not  these  people  come  in  and  spend  their  money 
in  the  town  here. 

137.  Alderman  Daly. — I can  only  say  you  are  re- 
markably well  off — there  are  very  many  places  where 
you  would  be  charged  large  sums  for  tolls,  and  fees, 
but  here  you  have  no  impediment  of  the  kind  whatso- 


138.  Mr.  Exham. — You  are  afraid,  Mr.  Cooper,  your 
taxes  would  be  increased! 

Mr.  Cooper. — I am  quite  satisfied  of  it. 

139.  Mr.  Exham. — And  your  argument,  Mr.  Cooper, 
as  I take  it,  is  this,  that  you  cannot  tell  with  any 
certainty  what  may  be  done^  and  that  this  raising 
of  the  rates  has  been  done  so  often,  that  probably  it 
will  be  done  to-morrow  or  the  next  day  1 

Mr.  Cooper. — Precisely. 

140.  Mr.  Exham.—' Well,  but  if  anything  unforeseen 
should  happen,  for  instance,  if  one  of  the  bridges  in 
Louth  were  to  be  swept  away,  your  county  rate  would 
perhaps  go  up  to  3s.  in  the  £.. 

141.  Alderman  Daly. — T ask  Mr.  Cooper  this 
question,  he  comes  into  Drogheda  every  Sunday  to  say 
his  prayers  (and  we  are  very  glad  to  see  him),  now, 
does  he  mean  to  say,  that  for  the  advantage  he  derives 
walking  over  the  nice  flags  and  so  on,  he  would 
begrudge  to  pay  a penny  or  two  pence!  . 

Mr.  Cooper.— No,  certainly  not— I would  not  be- 
grudge a penny  or  two  pence ; but  I have  explamed 
why  I object  to  the  extension. 

142.  Mr.  Exham.— We  will  take  your  evidence,  if 
you  please,  Mr.  Cooper. 


143.  Mr.  Exham. — You  live  within  the  proposed 
extended  area  of  two  miles! — Yes,  and  I have  no 
objection  to  anything  rational,  but  I am  apprehensive 
of  what  Mr.  Harcourt  says.  It  may  be  perhaps  ideal, 
hut  so  many  rises  have  taken  place,  that  it  is  only 
natural  to  suspect  more  of  a like  nature.  I also 
object  to  the  extension  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
objected  to  by  Mr.  Heron  in  Dublin — Mr.  Heron  ob- 
jected to  bringing  in  Clontaxf — that  there  was  an 
agricultural  district  between  Clontarf  and  the  city 
boundary,  and  that  they  would  not  or  should  not  go 
into  Clontarf  to  take  it  in. 

144.  Mr.  Exham. — You  know  Clontarf  is  a town- 
ship already,  and  that  makes  a great  difference. 

Mr.  Cooper. — As  was  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Heron,  tho 
principle  followed  in  England  and  in  Scotland  was 


. 1 Mr.  .Tobu 

Mr.  John  Cooper  examined.  Ciloper 

only  to  include  such  districts  as  were  natural  exten- 
sions of  the  town.  . , 

145  Mr.  Exham.— Certainly,  and  that  is  where 
portion  of  a town  had  grown  up  around  the  old 

b°Mr  ^ * Cooper.— But  here  there  is  no  natural  exten- 
sion; it  is  all  agricultural  land,  and  it  would  be  agri- 
cultural extension.  . . , ,,  , . . 

146  Mr.  Exham.— If  your  principle  on  that  point 

were  to  be  applied,  I don’t  think  there  would  he 
much  use  in  issuing  the  Commission.  In  Dubhn 
see  there  are  five  townships  around^ the  city. 


Sa  the”  «•  a>»7  to  "continue  4™  or  ere 

they  to  be  brought  into  the  city  or  My  portion  o£ 

i quite  different 

C 2 


’ Mr.  Cooper. — But  the  case  there 
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Drogheda. 
Mr.  John 


from  here.  In  Dublin  those  townships  ought  to  be 
brought  in  because  they  are  natural  extensions  of  the 
city. 

147.  Mr.  Exham. — In  point  of  fact,  the  reason  you 
object  to  being  brought  in  is  that  it  will  or  may  cost 
you  something — is  not  that  it  ? 

Mr.  Cooper. — I don’t  mind  a small  thing,  but  here 
it  might  be  a very  considerable  thing.  Whei*e  gentle- 
men have  the  power  of  increasing  rates  they  have 
a great  desire  and  are  very  fond  of  doing  things 
they  might  not  otherwise  think  of — and  of  in  fact 
inventing  a great  many  things  to  do.  If  you  had 

the  power  would  you  not  like  to  put  an  iron  bridge 
in  place  of  a wooden  one.  Don’t  you  think  you 
ought  to  do  so  in  such  a case.  Then  you  would 
raise  our  taxation.  I am  arguing  to  show  that  there 
may  be  a very  considerable  rise  in  the  taxation. 

148.  Alderman  Daly. — Take  the  case  now  of  the 
new  bridge,  for  which  Mr.  Cairns  lent  us  the  money, 
now,  on  the  ground  of  fair  play,  don’t  you  think  you 
should  have  paid  something  towards  the  erection  of 
that  bridge? — I don’t  know  whether  that  bridge  was 
done  economically  or  not. 

149.  Would  it  not  be  fair  that  you  shoidd  pay 
something  towards  that  bridge  ? — To  be  sure  it  would. 

150.  Mi*.  Exham. — It  would  be  very  hard — as  to 
anything  prospective— to  say  what  might  happen  j 
if  there  was  an  agrarian  outrage,  for  instance,  in  the 
barony  in  which  you  lived,  and  the  Grand  Jury 
measured  the  compensation  at  say  £5,000,  and  it  was 
levied  off  the  barony,  your  county  cess  would  go  up 
to  Os.  or  7s. 

151.  Alderman  Daly. — We  never  shoot  anyone 
here  at  all. 

152.  Mr.  Cooper. — Those  cases  may  no  doubt  be 
possible,  but  there  is  a considerable  amount  of 
probability  that  the  rates  would  be  raised  by  the 
town,  for  it  has  been  done  so  often  before. 

153.  Alderman  Daly. — But  it  will  be  all  in  your 
favour,  Mr.  Cooper. 

154.  The  Mayor. — I may  say  I would  be  taken  in 
by  the  two  mile  extension,  and  I would  be  glad  to  be 
taken  in. 

155.  Mr.  Cooper. — May  I ask  what  is  the  amount 
of  your  valuation  ? — £G0  a year. 

156.  Mi*.  Cooper. — Mine  is  500  acres. 

157.  Alderman  Daly. — But  the  whole  of  it  won’t 
be  taken  in. 

158.  Mr.  Cooper. — There  will  be  scarcely  anything 
not  taken  in. 

159.  Mr.  Exham. — Is  it  all  in  your  own  hands  or 
is  it  let  ? 


not  object  to  some  of  it  being  inside,  but  I rln  ' 
to  it  all  being  taken  in.  ^ 

160.  And  do  you  think  it  would  be  reasonable  an  l 
fan*  to  make  an  extension  of  say  a mile  and  aqoarta  l 
I think  it  would  be  reasonable  for  the  town.  ^ W 

161.  And  you  as  the  owner  of  property  do  tw 

object  to  that? — No,  it  is  the  difference  of  tlire 
quarters  of  a mile  that  I object  to,  for  it  takes  in  M 
I have.  au 


162.  Now,  suppose  you  were  letting  land  to-mor 
row,  and  you  had  the  same  land  live  or  six  miles  awa- 
from  this  great  town,  what  would  be  the  difference  in 
the  value  per  acre  ? 

Mr.  Cooper. — It  is  very  difficult  to  say.  If  it  Was 
agricultural,  growing  crops,  then  no  doubt  the  nearer 
to  the  town  the  more  valuable  it  would  be,  but  when 
it  is  merely  grazing,  four  or  five  miles  difference 
would  be  of  very  little  account,  for  it  Would  only 
be  a question  of  driving  cattle  an  hour  or  an  hour 
and  a half  more,  and  I don’t  know  if  it  would  make 
any  difference. 

163.  Alderman  Daly. — It  would  make  a difference 
of  100  per  cent. 

164.  Mr.  Cooper. — Would  it  make  a difference  of 
5s.  an  acre  ? 


165.  Alderman  Daly. — It  would,  £2  an  acre. 

166.  Mr.  Exham. — Suppose  you  were  letting  it 
Mr.  Cooper,  would  you  not  get  from  people  who 
wished  to  supply  milk  to  the  town,  and  so  on,  much 
more  than  you  would  if  it  was  six  miles  off?— Oh! 
yes,  1 would  get  more  in  that  case. 

167.  Mr.  Exham.— And  so,  also,  if  you  turn  it  into 
agricultural  land,  would  it  not  be  more  valuable  con- 
sidering the  proximity  of  the  market  for  produce. 

168.  Alderman  Daly. — I know  in  Newry  two 
years  ago  they  got  a bill,  and  there  is  now  not  a single 
article  of  produce  that  does  not  pay  so  much  by  the 
barrel  or  stone,  by  way  of  toll,  but  hero  you  get  every- 
thing in  without  paying  a halfpenny. 

1G9.  Mr.  Exham.— What  is  your  view,  Mr.  Cooper, 
about  the  mile  and  a quarter  extension  ? 

170.  I would  be  quite  satisfied  with  the  mile  and 
a quarter. 

_ 171.  That  is,  you  would  be  quite  satisfied  if  they 
did  not  take  you  in  ? — I would  certainly  be  glad  to  be 
out  altogether. 

172.  The  Mayor. — I live  outside,  but  am  in  favour 
of  extension. 


173.  Mr.  Exham — Though  you  would  be  taken  in? 
— Yes. 


Mr.  Laurence 


Mr.  Laurence  Moore  examined. 


174.  Mr.  Exham. — Have  you  property  outside  the 
present  boundary? — Yes. 

175.  Would  you  be  taken  in  by  the  proposed 
extension  of  two  miles  ? — Yes. 

176.  What  is  your  view  regarding  the  extension  of 
the  boundary  ?— Well,  there  is  not  one  in  my  neighbour- 
hood who  would  object  to  it,  or  would  not  be  satisfied. 

177.  How  far  out  do  you  yourself  live? — I live 
about  a mile  from  where  we  now  sit. 

178.  So  that  either  extension  would  take  you  in? 
— Yes,  but  I have  property  in  the  town  also. 

179.  Have  you  been  speaking  on  the  matter  to 
others? — Yes,  I was,  and  some  said  they  would  rather 
tiie  extension  was  two  miles,  Mr.  Eager,  for  instance, 
is  one,  and  he  has,  I think,  400,  or  from  that  to  600  ' 
acx*es. 

180.  Mr.  Cooper. — He  told  me  most  distinctly  he 
objected. 

181.  Mr.  Moore. — He  told  me  at  the  workhouse  he 
was  afraid'  the  Commissioners  would  not  take  him  in. 

182.  Mr.  Exham. — Well,  in  any  case  if  he  objected 
there  was  plenty  of  notice  given,  and  he  had  ample 
opportunity  of  attending  here  to-day,  and  expressing 
his  opinions.  If  he  wishes  to  write  to  us  well  and 
good. 


183.  Alderman  Knaggs. — I should  say  I have  pro- 
perty outside. 

184.  Mr.  Exham. — Is  that  between  the  mile  and 
a quarter  and  two  miles  ? — Yes. 

1 85.  And  as  far  as  you  heard  people  outside  speak- 
ing about  the  matter,  have  you  heard  them  objecting? 
— Not  latterly.  Formerly  they  did — they  did  not 
understand  their  objection — they  did  not  know  their 
position. 

186.  But  since  the  question  has  been  ventilated 
have  their  opinions  altered  ?— ' Yes,  I have  heard  no 
complaints  against  the  proposition — quite  the  contrary. 

187..  Mr.  Exham. — Mr.  Farrell,  how  many  elec- 
toral divisions,  or  portions  of  electoral  divisions  would 
be  taken  in  by  this  two  mile  extension  ? — Two.  I may 
say  only  two,  for  we  have  east  ward,  and  west  ward, 
hut  at  the  same  time  it  is  in  the  electoral  divisions 
of  St.  Peter’s  and  St.  Mary’s,  divided  by  the  river. 

188.  Then  at  present  the  town  is  in  two  electoral 
divisions  ? —Yes. 

189.  And  the  extension  you  propose  will  still  be 
within  the  same  electoral  divisions  ? — Yes. 

190.  Mr.  Cotton. — I would  like  to  know  if  the 
Corporation  have  gone  into  the  question  of  the  expense 
of  keeping  the  roads  within  this  area,  if  they  take 
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, in_hiive  tliey  made  any  calculation  as  to  the 
pxuense  of  maintaining  these  roads! 

191.  Mr.  Greene. — I do  not  believe  it  would  be  any 
extra  expense,  that  I can  see. 

192.  How  do  you  mean  any  extra  expense  J — Auy- 
tliineover  what  they  cost  at  present. 

193.  Do  you  mean  the  roads  would  be  maintained 
w the  rate  that  is  at  present  being  paid  1 — Yes,  it  is 
the  same  contractors  who  would  do  it. 

194.  Mr.  Exham.— Probably  they  would  be  kept 
for  less  than  the  city  roads. 

Mr.  Greene. — Certainly  they  would  be  kept  for  the 

same  cost  as  at  present. 

195.  Mr.  Cotton. — And  do  you  say  that  would  be 
done  without  increasing  the  rates  on  the  people  to  be 
brought  in?— Yes,  for  it  is  the  people  to  be  brought 
in  who  are  paying  at  present. 

196.  Mr.  Cotton. — Ay.  but  they  only  pay  the 
average,  they  only  pay  their  share. 

Mr.  Greene. — I am  sure  they  could  be  kept  up  for 


the  same  rate.  . 

197.  Mr.  Cotton. — Then  if  the  Corporation  take 
up  these  roads,  and  get  the  same  money  from  the 
people  in  that  area,  there  must  be  an  increase  in  the 
amount  of  rates.  You  have  mnde  no  calculation,  I 
you  said,  as  to  the  cost? — I have  been  looking 
into  the  various  prices,  and  I do  not  think  there 
would  be  an  increase  of  price. 
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198.  But  you  have  not,  as  I understand,  made  out  Duogheua. 

any  calculation  as  to  what  it  would  be  in  the  pound  April  26.  isri* 
on  this  £14,000  valuation? — No.  — - 

199.  Alderman  Daly.  —The  argument  will  hold  Hr‘  Laurence 
good  in  another  way— if  it  is  knocked  off  on  one  side  C‘ 
remember  that  it  will  be  enlarged  on  the  other — it 

will  not  be  a special  rate  on  any  one  part — it  will  be 
on  the  entire. 

200.  Mi'.  Greene. — Some  roads  are  much  lighter 
than  others.  The  cost  is  about  15s.  a perch  for  the  ' 

Dublin  road,  while  for  our  borough  road  up  to  the 
Railway  it  is  only  3s.  id. 

201.  Mr.  Cotton. — Have  you  made  any  estimate 
of  what  the  maintenance  of  that  blue  line — of  the 
roads  within  it — would  be  ? — No.  I have  the  length 
of  roads  taken  in,  and  the  present  prices. 

202.  What  length  of  roads  are  included  ?• 

Mr.  Greene. — Twenty-three  miles  of  roads,  and  they 
vary  very  much. 

203.  Mr.  Mangan. — I have  no  objection  to  be 
brought  in.  I at  present  live  outside  the  boundary. 

204.  Alderman  Daly. — I may  mention  that  the 
cattle  of  Westmeath  and  Louth  are  shipped  here  in 
Drogheda,  without  a farthing  of  charge  being  made. 

205.  Mr.  Covper. — Yes,  but  the  shipping  is  your 
trade.  It  is  the  great  trade  of  the  town. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


ENNIS.— DECEMBER  9th,  1878. 

Before  Mr.  Exham,  Q.C.  (Chairman),  and  Mr.  O’Brien. 


Chairman.— We  are  here  to-day  in  pursuance  of 
the  warrant  issued  to  us  by  His  Grace  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  [reads  it].  Acting  under  that  warrant  we 
sent  out  queries  to  the  different  municipal  bodies,  and, 
amongst  others,  to  the  Municipal  Commissioners  of 
Ennis,  aud  we  have  received  their  replies,  by  which  the 
Commissioners  of  Ennis  give  it  ns  their  opinion  that 
the  present  boundary  is  too  limited,  and  that  it  ought 
to  he  extended  to  an  area  of  at  least  two  statute  miles 
in  a radius  from  O’Connell-square.  They  state  that  this 
is  also  the  view  of  the  people  living  inside  the  present 
township,  and  that  the  reason  they  seek  this  extension 
is  that  the  present  smallness  of  the  area  causes  the 
taxation  to  press  heavily  on  tho  people  in  the  town, 
while  the  gentry  and  others  living  outside  the  town, 


who  benefit  by  their  proximity  to  Ennis,  contribute 
nothing  towards  the  expenses  of  keeping  up  the 
township,  and  the  Commissioners  consider  that  these 
parties  should  contribute  something  to  the  rates  for 
that  purpose. 

Having  received  that  reply  from  the  Commissioners, 
we  are  here  to  take  the  opinion  of  all  parties  on  the 
matter,  aud  to  inquire  generally  whether  the  present 
boundaries  require  to  be  extended,  limited,  or  other- 
wise altered.  In  order,  in  the  first  place,  to  know  what 
tho  boundaries  are,  we  will  examine  Mr.  O’Connor, 
the  Surveyoi',  and  then  we  will  ascertain  what  are  the 
views,  if  I may  so  call  it,  of  insiders  and  outsiders  on 
this  question. 


Mr.  Francis  O’Connor  examined. 


Mr.  Francis 
O'Connor. 


1.  Are  you  the  Town  Surveyor? — I am. 

2.  Are  you  authorized  by  the  Commissioners  to 
state  their  views  and  opinions  as  to  an  extension  of 
the  area  of  the  town  ? — I am ; and  Mr.  Pearson,  one  of 
our  Commissioners,  will  tell  you,  I have  been  deputed 
by  the  Commissioners  to  lay  some  evidence  before 
you ; but  there  is  a matter  I would  wish  to  call  your 
attention  to.  I see  by  the  Freeman’s  Journal  report 
of  your  inquiry  in  Drogheda  that  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  were  of  opinion  that  the  areas 
of  theboroughs  should  be,  if  possible,  made  conterminous 
with  the  Poor  Law  electoral  divisions,  and  that  the 
authority  over  the  roads  and  bridges  should  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  municipal  body.  You  are  also  reported 
to  have  stated  on  that  occasion  that,  according  to  the 
6 2nd  section  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  of  1854, 
arable  lands  and  so  forth  would  be  only  liable  to  pay 
the  improvement  rate  on  one-fourth  of  their  valuation, 
I just  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  that  and  to  get 
your  opinion  on  it,  for  if  that  is  so  it  will  then  become 
a question  with  the  Commissioners  whether  they  will 
look  for  any  extension  of  the  town  under  these 
circumstances.  There  is  no  doubt  the  62nd  section 
is  to  that  effect,  and  we  want  to  know. 

3.  Mr.  O’Brien. — T don’t  think  the  report  states 
that  Mr.  Exham  said  the  Committee  held  that  view. 

4.  Chairman. — Wliat  I said  at  Drogheda  was,  that 


far  as  we  could  judge  from  the  report  of  the  Select 
immittec  to  the  House  of  Commons,  the  Committee 
ou"ht  it  desirable  that  all  municipal  towns,  and 
rticulaxly  the  large  ones,  should,  as  much  as  possible, 
ve  one  body  to  manage  its  affairs,  including  the 
anagement  of  tho  roads  and  sanitary  matters ; but 
order  to  prevent  any  mistake  I will  read  wliatthe  Com- 
Ittee  say  exactly— [Reads  extract  from  Committee’s 
portl  In  Drogheda  when  they  asked  to  have  their 
wn  extended  to  a radius  of  two  miles  from  the  centre 
the  town,  I asked  them  had  they  considered  the 
?ect  of  the  62nd  section  of  the  Towns  Improvement 
et  of  1854  by  which  all  arable  lands,  market  gardens, 

. were  subject  only  to  pay  the  rates  under  that  Act  on 
Le-fourth  their  net  annual  value,  and  I then  mentioned 
hat  was  the  view  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
ammous,  so  far  as  we  coulcl  judge  from  their  report, 
id  I asked  whether,  if  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed 
jrvina  out  that  recommendation,  and  that  the  area 
the  town  was  extended,  they  had  considered  the  effect 
the  rate  which  the  districts  proposed  to  be  added 
ould  have  to  pay  under  the  62nd  section  of  the  Towns 

TXmOHRiEN.— You  are  probably  aware  that 
ader  the  Local  Government  Act  of  18/1  power 
aa  given  to  the  Local  Government  Board  to  make 
terations  with  respect  to  the  management,  of  the 
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Ehnis.  roads  on  the  application  of  the  Local  Municipal 
Dio.  9.  is7.i.  Authority,  but  with  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Jury. 

Mr.  Francis  was  fcnmd>  however,  that  in  every  case  except 

O’Connor.  Wexford  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Jury  was  refused, 
so  that  the  Act  became  practically  a dead  letter,  and 
then  an  Act  was  passed  to  enable  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  proceed  by  provisional  order.  It  was  to  that 
section  I was  going  to  call  your  attention. 

6.  Chairman. — A town  may  get  control  over  the 
• roads  whether  its  area  is  increased  or  not  under  the 

law  as  it  now  stands,  but  as  to  the  question  of  the  rates 
to  be  imposed  or  paid  I can  give  no  opinion,  for  that 
must  be  settled  by  legislation. 

7.  Mr.  O’Brien. — That  refers  to  the  expenditure  of 
the  Towns  Commissioners  and  the  Grand  Jury  powers  ; 
but  under  the  206th  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
of  last  session  that  provision  has  been  extended  to 
sanitary  matters,  and  there  is  an  arrangement  in  refer- 
ence to  particular  lands  making  them  liable  to  rating 
on  only  one-fourth  part  of  the  cess.  The  rural  terri- 
tory outside  continues  as  a rural  sanitary  district,  but 
under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  it  will  only  be 
subject  to  one-fourth  the  rate? — The  Town  Commis- 
sioners are  well  aware  of  that,  and  the  only  question 
that  arises  is,  assuming  that  the  portion  of  the  roads 
now  under  the  control  of  the  Grand  Jury  within  the 
present  or  extended  district  were  transferred  to  them  : 
does  this  section  repeal  the  section  of  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act  and  give  them  power  to  levy  what 
the  Grand  Jury  now  levy  on  all  lands? 

8.  Unless  there  be  3ome  special  provision  made  to 
the  contrary,  I would  think  that  the  class  of  lands 
and  other  tilings  you  refer  to  would  only  be  liable  to 
one-fourth  at  all  events,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  improve- 
ment rate  ? — Under  these  circumstances  I am  directed 
by  the  Commissioners  to  give  evidence  that  subject  to 
a provision  being  introduced  giving  the  Commissioners 
the  same  power  as  the  Grand  Jury  now  have  for  levy- 
ing the  full  county  cess  upon  the  districts  to  be  brought 
in,  they  are  in  favour  of  extending  the  boundary. 

9.  That  is  that  they  would  only  wish  it  subject  to 
that  condition  ?— Yes.  It  would  result  in  a great  loss 
to  the  Commissioners  if  we  could  only  levy  one-fourth 
of  what  the  Grand  Jury  levy  on  arable  and  such 
lands. 

10.  Well,  if  the  powers  of  the  Grand  Jury  were 
simply  transferred  to  the  Municipal  Commissioners, 

I should  think  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
districts  to  be  included  would  be  subject  to  the  same 
expenditure  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners  as  the 
rest  of  the  municipal  boundary,  but  be  subject  only  to 
one-fourth  the  rate,  at  least  as  regards  improvement  rate. 

11.  Chairman. — The  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  say,  “Your  Committee  think  that  the  govern- 
ing body  in  towns  which  are  urban  sanitary  districts 
should  be  entitled,  with  the  approval  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  to  exercise  the  Grand  Jury  powers 
if  they  so  desire  it,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Grand  Jury  •" 
and  they  go  on  to  say,  “subject  to  such  local  liabilities 
as  may  be  equitable.”  The  way  I understand  your 
position  is  this  : If  this  • outlying  district  is  brought 
m,  as  you  propose,  you  have  power  to  go  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  say,  give  us  all  the  powers  of 
the  Grand  Jury,  and  you  propose  to  do  that,  subject  to 
the  special  condition,  and  it  will  be  for  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  say  if  they  will  sanction  it  and 
give  you  a special  road  rate  on  the  district  you  bring 
in  equal  to  the  old  county  cess. 

12.  T.C.— Thirt  -mil  be  a matter  on 

which  the  Commissioners  will  have  the  option  of  going 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  they  need  not  tro 
unless  they  like.  6 

13  Chairman— And  suppose  you  don’t  go  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  get  some  special  author- 
ity to  be  done  with  the  Grand  Jury,  I presume  the 
Grand  Jury  will  continue  to  levy  their  county  cess  on 
the  lands  in  the  town,  the  same  as  they  do  now  while 
an  regards  the  borough  rate,  the  arable  lands/ Ax  iZ 
t,ie  district  brought  in,  will  only  have  to  pay  one- 
fourth? — What  I want  to  convey  is  this  : that  if  por- 


tions of  the  Grand  J ury  powers  are  transferred 
the  making  of  roads  and  bridges,  to  the  muni^  i 
body,  and  if  the  municipal  body  have  only 
levy  one-fourth  of  the  road  rate  for  the  mamtenJ° 
of  roads  within  the  borough,  the  Commissioners  ,!! 
of  opinion  that  so  far  from  the  transfer  bein-r  Z 
advantage  it  would  be  a very  serious  loss  to  thom 
Under  the  206th  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
last  year,  presuming  the  Commissioners  applied  and 
the  Local  Government  Board  transferred  the  powers'* 
would  not  all  powers  of  the  Grand  Jury  with  resneZ 
to  the  levying  of  rates  be  transferred?  V 

14.  We  could  not  tell  that.  The  provisional  order 
when  confirmed  is  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  it  would 
all  depend  upon  the  provisions  in  the  order.  It  is  for 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  say  whether  they  will 
grant  the  provisional  order,  and  if  so,  on  what  terms  I 
thought  it  right  to  draw  their  attention  at  Dro^hedn 
to  that  matter,  of  which  they  did  not  seem  to  be 
thinking,  and  of  which,  as  far  as  I can  see  from  the 
answers  given  to  the  queries  we  issued,  no  municipality 
ever  thought.  W e are  here  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  we  can 
the  views  of  all  parties— I mean  those  in aD|j 
outside  the  present  boundary,  as  to  whether  or  not 
that  boundary  should  be  extended ; and  having  heard 
all  parties  it  will  be  our  duty  to  report  our  opinion 
thereon.  I want  to  know  the  existing  boundaries  of 
the  borough  of  Ennis?— I have  a map  of  them  here. 

16.  Are  they  now  the  same  as  those  originally  fixed 
by  the  Boundaries  Commissioners?— I believe  they  were 
never  altered  since. 

1 6.  Are  the  Parliamentary  and  the  municipal  bound- 
aries conterminous  ?— They  are.  The  municipal  bound- 
ary at  present  is  that  fixed  in  the  report  of  the  Bound- 
aries Commissioners  in  the  year  1836.  There  has 
been  no  alteration  in  the  boundary  from  that  time  to 
the  present. 

17.  What  is  the  area  within  the  present  borough 
boundary  ? — 484  acres. 

18.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Does  that  include  any  waste, 
for  by  the  return  published  in  my  report  I have  the 
acreage  as  469.  That  I got  from  the  Valuation  Office! 
— I think  there  are  exemptions  in  that  484  acres.  I 
have  never  calculated  the  acreage  myself. 

19.  Then  you  are  not  prepared  to  contradict  the 
Valuation  Office  return?— No,  I am  not;  but  I am 
aware  that  the  practice  is  that  any  exemptions  ought 
not  to  be  included. 

20.  So  that  469  may  be  taken  as  the  correct  acreage 
return  ? — Yes. 

21  Chairman. — The  valuation  is  how  much? — 
£6,746  13s. 

22.  And  the  population? — 6,503  in  1871. 

23.  Is  the  town  in  one  electoral  division  ? — Yes. 

24.  Does  the  electoral  division  extend  beyond  it! 
— It  do63. 

25.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Do  you  know  what  the  statistics 
of  the  electoral  division  are  ? — I can  give  the  area  and 
valuation  of  the  whole.  The  area  of  the  electoral 
division,  as  given  me  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Union,  is 
7,644a.  Or.  32p.,  and  the  valuation  is  £12,174  14s. 

26.  To  what  distance  does  that  extend  from  the 
town  ? — A little  over  two  miles. 

27.  Chairman. — Are  the  municipal  boundaries 
conterminous  with  townland  boundaries? — No;  the 
municipal  boundary  is  very  irregular.  It  cuts  the 
town  in  several  ways.  A very  considerable  portion  of 
the  Municipal  boundary  is  altogether  undefined,  except 
at  the  extreme  points  there  is  no  line  of  demarcation. 

28.  How  do  they  manage  the  assessment  and  pay- 
ment of  taxes  ? — I take  it  the  way  the  matter  stands 
is  that  the  surveyor  has  calculated  the  quantity  within 
the  boundary,  and  then  struck  a fair  proportion. 

29.  Mr.  O’Brien. — How  many  townlands  are  cut 
by  the  municipal  boundary  ? — Three. 

30.  Name  them,  please  ?— They  are  Lifford,  Clogh- 
eagh,  and  a very  small  portion  of  Clonroadmore. 

31.  Chairman. — Can  you  let  us  have  the  rates 
struck  for  the  last  five  years  ? — For  the  year  ending 
1878  the  municipal  rate  was  2s.  8 d. 
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Ts  that  for  municipal  and  sanitary  purposes!  maintenance  of  roads  as  the  Grand  Jury  have  at  Esina. 

V S The  poor  law  rate  was  2s.  6 d.,  the  county  cess  present,  and  to  get  charge  of  the  roads,  but  they  are  Dee.  9,  i«78. 
\eh,  . totai  8s.  0 \d.  In  1877  the  municipal  rate  aware  that  for  sanitary  purposes  they  can  only  get  “ — . 

6 2njk.IT  wes  U BA,  tile  poor  Mw  2s.  IA,  a«d  one-fourtb  by  the  existing  to.  o'o™  “ 

and  s 7 03,1  Tn  1876  the  51.  Then  tliev  are  aware  that  it  ■would  mean  a.  tmK. 


*”a  unty  cess  2s.  3| d. ) total  6s.  0-fd.  In  1876  the  51.  Then  they  are  aware  that  it  would  mean  a sub- 

the  co  sanjtary  rate  was  2s.  6 d.,  the  poor  stitution  of  one-fourth  on  these  outlying  districts  1 — 

municipal^  county  2s.  8£d. ; total  8s.  6 Jrf.  Yes,  and  of  course  they  would  object  to  take  over  the 

TWIST'S  municipal  and  sanitary  rate  Is.,  poor  law  roads  of  the  county  if  they  could  only  levy  one-fourth 
Id  mid  county  cess  2s.  llfd. ; total  7s.  6|d.  : and  of  the  rate  for  them. 

; or./!  snnitarv  Is..  Door  law  4s.  6d..  52.  Chairman. — This  proposed  extension  will  take 


^1874  municipal  and  sanitary  Is.,  poor  law  4s.  6 d.,  52.  Chairman. — This  proposed  extension  will  take 

m tv  cess  3s.  OAd. ; total  8s.  6 Id  in  a very  fair  proportion  of  the  Limerick  and  Ennis 

c0U.D:  “ -r\  ...„  understand  that  the  Commissioners  re-  Bail  way,  and  also  of  the  Athenry  and  Ennis  Railway. 


6 ‘ d a uniform  boundary  line  at  a radius  of  two  Indeed  it  will  take  in  two  miles  of  the  Athenry 

c0!?ra1__yLs  neal.  as  practicable  two  miles.  and  Ennis! — Yes,  and  about  three-quarters  of  a mile 

34  Point  out  on  the  map  the  line  of  boundary  you  of  the  Limerick  and  Ennis. 

ose  ^ ah  that  is  coloured  green.  In  laying  down  53.  The  railways  are  altogether  free  at  present!— 

this* line  I was  guided  by  the  natural  boundaries.  They  pay  nothing  whatever. 

35  Does  that  adhere  to  the  townland  boundaries  1 — 54.  Is  the  gaol  outside  the  boundary  or  in  it !— The 

Ves  except  in  one  case,  and  the  reason  there  is  that  gaol  is  within  the  boundary. 

j Lwniand  is  a rather  long  and  narrow  one.  55.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  whether,  if 

jg  -^ouid  there  be  any  reason  why  it  should  not  the  municipality  is  increased,  they  are  prepared  to 

be  included  1 No,  except  that  I was  keeping  as  near  light  and  water  the  increased  areal 

the  townland  as  possible,  and  this  one  runs  out  in  a 56.  Mr.  Pearson,  T.C.— We  have  no  objection  to 
arrow  line.  When  I laid  out  this  boundary  I did  give  them  water,  but  certainly  not  light.— I think  I 

not  know  what  the  electoral  division  boundary  was.  I may  say  on  behalf  of  the  Commissioners  that  if  you  do 

afterwards  ascertained,  and  laid  down  the  electoral  go  out  to  the  extent  of  this  proposed  boundary,  they 

division  boundary.  They  are  very  nearly  the  same.  could  not  supply  them  with  either  water  or  light,  for 

37  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  including  the  the  expense  would  be  enormous, 
entire  electoral  division  in  the  new  boundary !— No.  57.  Mr.  O’Brien.— Do  the  Commissioners  consider 


entire  electoral  division  in  the  new  boundary !— No.  57.  Mr.  O’Brien.— Do  the  Commissioners  consider 

The  Commissioners  are  perfectly  satisfied  to  accept  the  that  these  people  m this  outside  district,  from  their 
electoral  division,  for  in  fact  the  extension  they  pro-  proximity  to  the  town,  derive  benefits  which  could 
pose  is  nearly  the  same  as  it.  fairly  be  estimated,  at  all  events  at  one-fourth  !-V  es. 

38  By  the  map  you  propose  to  bring  in  a portion  The  people  m the  outlying  districts  enjoy  all  the  ad- 
that  is  outside  the  electoral  division !— Yes ; but  I did  vantages-audthey  aregreatadvautages-oi .living  near 
not  know  what  the  electoral  division  was  when  I was  the  town,  and  they  should  contribute  to  the  expense 
preparing  that.  It  was  afterwards  I found  out  the  of  keeping  it  clean.  It  is  a market  town  and  these 
lS  division.  people  bring  in  cattle  to  the  market.  There  are  fairs 

6 llQ  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  omitting  the  held  in  the  town  also,  and  there  is  a fair-green  just 
parts  external  to  the  electoral  division,  and  limiting  outside  here,  and  that  fair-green  is  used  twice  a year 
the  boundary  to  the  electoral  division! — No.  The  and  the  streets  suffer.  „ f 

Commissioners  are  ready  to  adopt  either  of  them.  58.  Chairman.— The  Committee  of  the  House  of 

40  How  many  gentlemen’s  residences  would  be  Commons  call  attention  to  the  great  nui^ce  caused 
brought  in, su pposung the  electoral  division  was  adopted  by  these  fairs,  and  -recommend  that  they  should  be 
as  the  boundary! — Eight.  They  are— Brookville,  stopped.  __  , , , . „ 

Lifford,  that  house  is  immediately  outside  the  present  SB.  Mr.  Peorrn,  -We  also  o^gnted, , and  ™ called 
boundary ; Newpark,  RosBlevan,  Beech  Park,  Aehlme,  ? ’ 

t“he? I « Green  Hill  House  and  Oka  60.  Mr.  O'to.-Do the  bfeUtrtl 
rille  House.  What  about  them.  Would  they  not  lying  tot.  denvemy 

he  included !— One  of  them  is  not  in  existence  now.  by  sending  them  to  scho  40  . Turbans 


be  included!— One  of  them  is  not  in  existence  now. 
42.  Here  is  a place  called  Abbey  view  Cottage! 


sort  to  the  town  for  that  purpose! — Well,  not  perhaps 
on  the  extreme  limits,  for  I think  they  have  Rational 


built,  and  that  would  be  included  in  the  new  boundary, 
and  also  the  railway  station. 

43.  Is  the  railway  station  outside  the  boundary! — 
Yes. 

44.  Are  these  then  the  only  residences  to  be 
brought  in! — Yes. 


scnoois,  , , - 

do  resort  to  the  schools  in  the  town  for  them  children. 

61.  Chairman. — In  whose  hands  principally  is  the 
land  within  the  electoral  division!  Is  it  held  by 
Gentlemen  or  small  farmers  1— 1 They  are  small  farmers. 
T think  there  is  very  little  of  it  held  by  gentlemen. 


Velrin,  T.C.— There  is  an  asylum  to  be  There  ^CahercaHywMd  to  0Ee 

.0.  a school  also  hem  ^Thnt  is  ^ , £?  £ 

a small  one.  ,.  . , n f„rmers  near  the  town,  than  to  the  farmers  of  the 

47.  Mr.  O’Brien.—' Within  what  radius  from  the  sm  . „ »i  did  not  say  that  they  are  a 

centre  of  thp  town  would  all  these  houses  come!—  dis  7.  the  immediate  neighbourhood 

Some  of  them  will  come  withrna  very  small  radius,  ^e  people  of  the  county,  for  they  are 

and  ntbp-ro  mill  nr.  tn  n mile  and  tliree-ouarters.  more  tnan  r i . a , +v«  neonle 


and  others  will  go  to  a mile  and  three-quarters. 


48~.  What  is  bthe  remotest  point  of  the  electoral  derivSnefiT from  the  fairsbekig 

vision  from  the  centre  of  the  town  f-Three  miles,  withm  the  dismcc  oe 


division  from  the  centre  of  the  town ! — Three  miles, 
or  a little  over  three  miles. 

49.  That  is  at  one  point  only!— Yes,  that  is  the 
extreme  point  of  the  area. 

50.  I should  like  to  understand  the  view  of  the 


held  so  convenient  to  them. 

63  lam  very  much  affected,  for  the  proposed  change 
would  bring  in  a college  with  which  I am  connected. 

64.  Chairman. — Perhaps,  bother  Egan  it  would  he 
better  to  allow  Mr.  O'Connor  to  finish  bis  endenee, 


Commissioners  on  this  point.  Suppose  the  Grand  e vear  afterwards  on  the  question. 

Jury  point  were  arranged  to  their  satisfaction,  and  an  O'Connor,  of  your  own  knowledge 

that  the  Grand  Jury  expenses  were  to  be  assessed  as  at  J ^’<3  small  farmers  have  considered  the  ques- 


t&at  the  Grand  J ury  expenses  were  to  do  assesses ' -maii  farmers  have  considered  tne  ques- 
present,  but  seeing  that  the  state  of  the  law  absolutely  w 1 brought  within  the  municipal  boundary  1 

requires  that  the  sanitary  expenses  shall  be  in  any  case  tl0it  ■ f„a nrint. 

only  one-fourth,  would  that  influence  the  views  of  the  > » u any  jdea  0f  the  increase  in  population 

Commissioners! — The  Commissioners  would  be -very  • , 7 >j0  j COuld  not  ascertain  that. 

desirous,  as  far  as  I can  understand,  that  they  should  by  this  change  . , 
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Ehnm.  GG.  In  your  opinion  do  the  people  within  the  area 
Deo.  9.  1878.  of  the  electoral  division  derive  exceptional  advantage 
M _ — . from  their  proximity  to  the  town  ? — No  doubt  of  it. 

O'Connor.  There  is  a monthly  market  and  there  are  fairs  held 

here,  and  they  are  availed  of  greatly  by  the  people  with- 
in the  electoral  division  area. 

67.  Do  the  farmers  get  benefit  from  the  town  itself 
in  the  way  of  manure  1 — They  do.  They  buy  manure 
from  the  Commissioners  and  others  in  the  town. 

68.  Are  you  able  to  say,  from  your  knowledge, 
whether  land  of  equal  quality  brings  a better  rent 
within  the  electoral  division  than  that  a mile  further 
off  1 — Certainly,  all  lands  convenient  to  towns  do. 

69.  Are  you  able  to  say  that  with  regard  to  this 
place  1 — Yes. 

70.  Does  that  advantage  extend  over  the  entire 
electoral  division  ? — Yes,  and  I would  not  like  to  con- 
fine it  to  the  electoral  division,  it  may  go  a little  out- 
side it. 

71.  Are  the  Town  Commissioners  prepared  to  take 
upon  themselves  the  management  of  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  whole  electoral  division,  even  if  the  rate 

for  sanitary  purposes  was  only  one-fourth ! They  are 

fully  prepared  to  do  that.  The  Commissioners  are  at 
present  not  very  fairly  dealt  with  by  the  Grand  Jury 
m reference  to  the  cess  levied  upon  them  in  the  town 
compared  with  the  advantages  they  derive  from  the 
Grand  Jury.  They  do  not  lay  out  sufficient  on  the 
town.  They  do  not  give  a fair  expenditure  for  the 
amount  contributed  at  all. 

72.  Have  you  calculated,  supposing  the  whole  of 
this  electoral  division  was  brought  in,  what  the  cost 
of  the  roads  within  the  extended  municipality  would 
be— what  the  rates  would  be,  and  what  it  would  cost 
for  the  county-at-large  charges,  suppose  all  parties 
pan  their  proportion  as  at  present  payable,  for  in 
working  out  these  figures  afterwards  we  might  be  able 
to  amve  at  a very  fair  way  of  dealing  with  all  parties? 
— i did.  I calculated  it  on  the  average  cost  for  the 
last  twenty  years,  and,  assuming  we  get  the  whole 
electoral  division,  the  cost  of  the  roads  within  that 
woa]d  ,,e  \S\  3d-  “ the  l)0und  on  the  valuation. 

7 o.  Is.  3 cl.  on  the  entire? — Yes. 

74.  Including  the  town? — Yes. ' 

75.  Have  you  calculated  what  the  county-at-larae 

charges  would  be,  and  your  proportion  towards  them? 
-I  could  give  it  proportionately,  for  I made  it  out  for 
another  inquiry.  I have  taken  the  statement  of  the 
accounts  between  the  Grand  Jmy  and  the  town  for 
the  last  twenty  years,  and  I will  divide  it  into  two 
periods  of  ten  years  each.  From  1857  to  1866,  a 
period  of  ten  years,  the  amount  of  taxes  levied  by  the 
Grand  Jury  on  the  borough  was  £6,797  18 s.  4 d The 
amount  the  Grand  Jmy  expended  „ „eiv  ^ 

the  maintenance  of  roads  within  the  borouth  in- 
cluding also  its  fan  proportion  of  the  eoimty-nt  large 
charges,  wan  £4,806  12s.  Si,  leaving  a biw  of 
over-tax  on  the  town  of  £1,991  6s.  Id.  for  that  ten 
f-'  ,Wlfc^  Jho  next  ten  years,  from  1867  to 
th„7W,  te  °f  la™‘I  br  tle  S™"1  Jmy  off 

£ It  7’8f°  I2*'  mcl  a»  total  amount 

expended  for  new  works  and  the  maintenance  of  roTds 
wa  °«  &‘|S6I’r0P?rtl'“,0f  the  «“«dty-*tIargo  charge? 
was  £8,001  6*.  9 d.,  ao  that  the  town  beneffted  in  these 
ten  years  to  the  extent  of  £160  14s.  3d.,  but  St  for 
the  premous  ten  years  £1,991,  or  nearly  £9,000  I 

soevilvT??' t‘,m,s“i?S  «>**  the  mjcoont  being 
so  evenly  and  fairly  kept  between  1867  and  1 A7fi  £ 
mainly  attributable  to  t£  County  S,“v,Vo“  hera  He 
is  a very  efficient  and  upright  officer,  cut  I think  I 
will  show  you  bis  hands  are  tied  by  the  mile  of  the 
Grand  Jury  passed  here  some  two  years  ago,  and  t£t 
m the  future  the  town  will  be  taxed  to  l fa,  greSer 
extent  than  it  was  some  ten  yearn  ago.  IhefTwas 
a resolution  passed  at  the  Summer  Asrises  in  18?6™ 

an  application  then  made  to  the  Grand  Jury  for ’the 

purpose  of  fencing  a drain  in  the  town  of  Emis  The 
Th r surface  water  that  falls  on  the 

street.  Ike  drain,  became  choked.  The  nlaop  T +i,;„7v 
you  will  recollect,  for  it  was 
before  you  on  a former  occasion.  It  is  at  OamS“s 


Hotel,  and  the  sanitary  officer  reported  that  n 
nuisance  existed  there.  The  Commissioner  K 
censured  very  much,  but  I think  I will  showV  * 
was  all  owing  to  the  fault  of  the  Grand  Jmy.  7 “ * 

76.  I don’t  think  we  can  go  into  that.  m»t  i 

understand  from  you,  Mr.  O'Connor,  is  that  1 
missioners  anticipate  that  the  Grand  Jury  willT 
increasing  the  rates  of  the  town  ?-Certainly  bvil 
resolution  they  passed.  J * tl!e 

77.  Well,  no  matter  how  they  do  it.  Do  vn»  uu  l 
they  will  do  it  1-Yes ; and  I think  it  a \Jy 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  JurywitW 
ference  to  the  town.  A resolution  was  passed  with 
reference  to  tins  application  about  the  drain.  Aft 
heavy  rain  that  portion  of  the  street  used  to  J 
flooded  A drain  leading  from  this  trap  to  the  rim 
got  choked  up,  and  the  Commissioners  got  an  amibV 
tion  made  to  tlie  Grand  Jury  for  a presentmSitto 
clean  out  the  dram,  and  they  threw  it  out. 

78.  On  what  ground?— On  tlie  ground ‘that  it  W11S 
sanitary  expenditure,  and  should  be  charged  to  fC 
rate  for  that  purpose. 

79.  Would  that  affect  the  bringing  in  0f  the  outside 
area?— No;  but  it  show's  the  relations  that  exist 
between  tbe  town  and  the  Grand  Jury. 

80.  But  you  would  get  rid  of  that  at  once  if  yon  cot 
the  control  over  the  roads  ?— Certaiuly  ; and  I merely 
mention  the  matter  to  show  that  the  Commissioner, 
ought  to  get  the  control. 

81.  Mr.  OBrien. — Have  the  Commissioners  taken 
any  steps  under  the  section  of  the  Act  I referred  to  to 
get  the  powers  of  the  Grand  Jury  transferred  to  their 
own  body  ? — No,  sir,  not  yet. 

82.  Chairman  —Do  yousaytkntU  3 d.  in  the  pound 
is  what  you  would  require  for  the  proper  and  efficient 
maintenance  of  the  roads  according  to  your  calcula- 
tion ? — Yes. 

83  Could  you  tell  me  how  much  besides  the  town 
should  contribute  to  the  county-at-large  charges  ?— I 
did  not  go  into  that,  and  I don’t  know  that  I would 
borouM)60  SlV°  ^ ^ i,r°SOIlt‘  1 have  for  tl,e  present 

84\  ifc  be  “y^Mng  equal  to  the  lj.  3d  in  the 

pound  ? — No. 

85.  Do  I understand  you  to  say  that  the  reason  the 
Commissioners  have  not  sought  for  the  transfer  of  the 
Grand  Jury  powers  is  the  present  limited  area?— The 
reason  is  that  under  the  old  Acts  it  required  the  consent 
of  the  Grand  Jury,  hut  under  the  new  Act  it  is  not 
so. 

86.  Are  they  aware  that  the  law  has  been  altered? 
Yes;  but  the  Chairman  of  tho  Commissioners  has 

been  unwell  for  some  time,  and  has  not  attended  the 
,rd-  .?,wn8  intended  to  bring  the  matter  forward, 
and  it  wiU  he  m a short  time.  I have  here  the  reso- 
(Lraud  dmy,  passed  at  the  Spring  Assizes, 
ieib,  to  tiie  effect,  the  construction  of  the  drain  fence 
was  a sanitary  work  for  which  the  Commissioner 
were  responsible.  [Witness  read  the  resolution.] 
tu.  Are  you  aware  that  since  the  Sanitary  Acts 
came  into  operation,  that  is  the  general  view  taken  of 
le  ma  ei . Yes ; where  it  is  a purely  sanitary  pur- 
pose; but  what  I maintain  is,  that  this  was  not  for  a 
samtaiy  purpose ; it  was  for  surface  water. 

it  °y®ver’  R the  county-at-large  charges  were 
one-half  of  the  other,  it  would  leave  it  about  Is.  10M, 
and  the  smallest  rate  is  2S.  3£d  ?_That  is  a veiy  ex- 
ceptional rate,  that  2s.  3 £d 
89.  There  would  be  practically  ashiUmg  in  the  pound 
saving  on  the  average  of  the  years  you  have  stated  1— 
Ihere  would  be  clearly. 

. i°'  &r.  th“*  Pou  “I  flle  could  be  as  rf- 

footually  kept  m order  as  under  the  Grand  Jury)- 
Yes ; I think  so. 

9L  Mr.  O’Brien.— I understood  you  to  say  that 
tiie  Grand  Jury  did  not  do  enough  for  the  rates  within 
the  municipal  boundary  ?— No ; tbe  Grand  Jury  do 
not  A great  many  of  tbe  applications  for  improve- 
ments  are  always,  thrown  out  by  the  Grand  Jury. 

1 understand  you  complain  not  only  of  an  un- 
due amount  being  levied,  but  also  that  tbe  work  is  not' 
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•ulcquately  performed? — No;  but  tl,at  there  is  not 
enough  done  or  given. 

93.  That  there  is  work  left  undone  that  ought  to 
be  done  ?— Yes. 

94.  Chairman. — You  say  there  is  not  as  ranch  done 

in  proportion  for  this  area  as  they  do  for  the  parts 
outside? Yes  ; and  works  are  left  undone  that  ought 


to  be  done. 

95.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Which  you  say  would  be  pro- 
vided for  if  the  town  authority  had  charge  of  it f — 
Yes  • for  they  are  always  trying  to  got  it. 

9li.  Chairman. — If  there  is  any  gentleman  present 
who  wishes  to  have  Mi-.  O’Connor  asked  any  question, 
•md  if  he  states  it  to  us,  we  will  ask  it.  I take  it  now 
tint  Mr.  O’Connor  is  representing  here,  and  giving  us 
tba  views  of,  the  Commissioners  as  the  municipal 
authority  here? — Mr.  Pearson,  T.c.— He  is,  sir,  and  I 
am  one  of  the  Commissioners. 

97.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Was  there  a resolution  of  the 
Commissioners  on  the  subject  ? — There  was. 

98.  Chairman. — Mr.  O’Connor,  I understood  you, 
on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners,  to  say  they  are  per- 
fectly ready  to  adopt  the  proposed  boundary  on  the 
term's  of  receiving  only  the  one-fourth  of  the  sanitary 
mte  from  the  owners  of  the  arable  land,  &c.,  situate  in 
the  area,  to  be  brought  in ; but  they  say  it  would  not 
be  fair  that  the  parties  living  in  the  extended  area 
should  only  pay  one-fourth  of  the  expenses  of  keeping 
up  the  county  roads  that  have  been  paying  about 
2,v.  9d.  a year  for  county  cess  on  the  average  of  the  last 
few  years,  while  if  the  Commissioners  got  the  manage- 
ment of  the  roads,  they  would  ho  able  to  maintain 
them  with  a rate  of  2s.,  including  the  proportion  of 
county-at-large  charges,  instead  of  2s.  9c?.,  so  that  there 
wmilcl  be  a saving  of  from  9 d.  to  10c?.  in  the  pound  in 

■ favour  of  these  owners,  and  that  their  roads  would  be 
kept  up  as  well,  if  not  better  than  hitherto,  and  that 
the  whole  town  would  also  he  kept  better  cleaned  1 — 
Yea;  our  Commissioners  have  no  revenue  except  what 
they  derive  from  taxation. 

99.  Mr.  O’Brien. — They  have  adopted  all  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  except  water, 
and  they  are  getting  that  ? — Yes. 

100.  Chairman. — What  will  he  the  increase  of  tax- 
ation on  the  town  in  consequence  of  this  proposed 
bringing  in  of  water  ? — Wo  maintain  there  will  be  no 
additional  taxation  at  all, 

101.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  the  area  will  not  he 
affected  by  any  water  rate  ? — No. 

102.  Mr.  O’Brien. — How  so  ? — The  water  would 
be  more  than  self-paying. 

103.  Chairman. — Is  there  any  one  wishes  to  ask 
any  questions  of  Mr.  O’Connor  ? If  so,  we  will  be 
happy  to  hear  them. 

Uev.  Mr.  Egan. — I do  not  see  that  the  farmers 
living  immediately  near  the  town — say  within  a mile 
of  the  town — really  derive  any  greater  benefit  than 
the  farmers  living  three  or  four  miles  off  from  the 
fairs  and  markets  held  in  the  town. 

104.  Chairman. — Mr.  O'Connor  thinks  they  do. 
Presently  I will  ask  your  opinion.  According  to  Mr. 
O’Connor’s  view,  the  farmers  who  would  be  brought 
in,  supposing  we  recommend  the  extension  of 
boundary  sought  for,  and  it  is  carried  out,  would  be 
actually  benefited  to  the  extent  of  Is.  in  the  pound  in 
some  years,  if  they  are  withdrawn  from  the  county. 

Ilev.  Mr.  Egan. — That  is  as  to  one  rate ; hut  then 
as  to  the  poor  rate,  how  wiil  they  benefit  ? 

105.  Chairman. — They  pay  at  present  the  full  sani- 
tary rate  as  long  as  they  are  outside,  but  as  the  law  now 
stiiudSjthey  wouldonly  pay  one-fourth  if  they  were  within 
the  municipal  boundary.  As  against  that,  they  would 
have  to  pay  one-fourth  of  the  improvement  rate  in 
the  town,  which  at  the  most  is  Is.  in  the  pound ; so  they 
jould  only  pay  3 d.  of  that,  while  they  get  off  three- 
fourths  of  the  sanitary  rate,  which  ought  to  more  than 
cover  the  3 d.,  and  they  would  also  have  to  pay  less  for 
the  repair  of  the  roads  than  they  now  pay  for  them. 

106.  Mr.  Cullen  (a  ratepayer). — But  then  as  to  the 
wtes  collected  by  the  Commissioners,  they  are  col- 


lected by  the  Commissioners  off  the  occupiers,  who 
have  to  pay  the  whole ; but  the  rates  on  the  land 
outside  are  collected  by  the  poor  rate  collector,  and 
there  the  landlord  pays  half,  and  the  tenant  or  occupier 
in  the  town  pays  the  whole. 

107.  Chairman. — If  the  land  you  speak  of  is  brought 
within  the  municipal  boundary,  I presume  the  poor 
aud  sanitary  rate  will  be  divided  in  the  same  way. 

108.  Mr.  O’Brien.— The  last  Act  deals  with  that,  but 
even  before  it  was  passed,  the  question  lmd  been  finally 
disposed  of  by  the  Court  of  Exchequer. 

Mr.  Cullen — If  we  had  to  pay  the  whole  of  the 
sanitary  rate  outside  the  borough,  I would  have  to 
pay  £20  a year,  for  which  I would  get  no  benefit. 

Mr.  O'Connor. — If  this  extended  area  is  granted, 
the  sanitary  rate  to  he  collected  on  the  extended  area 
would  be  not  near  so  much  as  at  present. 

Mr.  Cullen. — I am  afraid  the  water  will  not  be  of 
the  value  you  put  upon  it. 

109.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Do  the  Commissioners  wish 
to  examine  anyone  else  on  their  behalf? 

Mr.  Pearson,  t.c. — I think  not.  They  have  nothing 
to  add  to  Mr.  O'Connor’s  evidence. 

110.  Chairman. — Are  we  to  understand  that  the 
boundary  suggested  by  Mr.  O’Connor  is  the  unanimous 
recommendation  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? 

Mr.  Pennon,  T.c. — Yes.  They  resolved  that  at  a 
meeting  held  for  the  purpose,  and  deputed  Mr. 
O’Connor  to  speak  for  them  on  the  question. 

111.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Do  they  wish  and  recommend 
that  the  electoral  divisions  should  be  followed  strictly? 
— Mr.  Pearson,  t.c. — Yes. 

112.  Mr.  Stackpoole. — I would  like  to  know  on 
what  ground  Mr.  O’Connor  maintains  that  the  roads 
could  be  kept  for  less  than  hitherto,  if  they  were 
brought  within  the  town  boundary. 

Mr.  O'Connor. — I say  that  the  town  is  over-taxed 
now  by  the  Grand  Jury. 

113.  Mr.  Stackpoole. — If  you  look  back  to  what  the 
Grand  Jury  has  done  for  the  town,  you  will  see  they 
have  done  a great  deal. 

114.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Mr.  O’Connor  has  done  so.  He 


las  riven  us  a return  for  twenty  years  of  the  sums  raised 
md  the  sums  expended.  In  one  period  of  ten  years 
;he  Grand  Jury  received  nearly  £2,000  more  than 
■hey  expended,  while  in  the  other  period  of  ten  years 
;hey  have  expended£160  more  on  the  town  than  they 
,-eceived. 

115.  Chairman.— Is  there  anyone  appearing  here 
For  either  of  the  railway  companies  ! — Mr.  O'Connor. 
_! They  can  have  no  valid  objection  to  offer  to  their 
being  brought  within  the  boundary.  They  are  a long 
time  outside. 

1 1 6.  If  they  are  they  will  only  have  to  pay  one-lourtli 
of  the  improvement  and  sanitary  rate.  If,  however,  they 
are  valued  highly,  on  account  of  the  land  being  occu- 
pied for  railway  purposes,  they  may  be  paying  as 
much  as  anybody  else,  for  this  proposed  boundary 
would  be  taking  in  three  miles  of  their  line  ; and  they 
will  have  to  pay  on  their  valuation.  _ 

117.  Mr.  O’Brien.— I suppose  we  may  infer  from 
their  not  appearing  here  that  they  are  not  opposing. 

118.  Rev.  Mr.  Ay  an. — I came  here  togetmlormation. 
I only  heard  of  this  inquiry  and  I had  heard  that  the 
new  college  might  be  affected  by  tlie  proposed  change. 
Of  course,  I am  quite  satisfied  with  it  if  it  doesnt  m- 

ie  the  taxation  of  the  new  diocesan  college. 


Ess  is. 
Dec.  S.  1378. 

Mr.  Francis 
O'Connor. 


‘iffS!  ’o’Bbien" — So  that  any  extension  would 
ing  in  tie  college  1-Mu  O’Connor.— Yes. 

120  And  if  there  is  to  be  any  extension,  tie 
m the  better  for  the  college  1—Kev  Mr 
inn— Yes;  end,  for  the  sake  of  uniformity,  it 
' in  be  better  to  make  the  boundary  conterminous 
ith  the  electoral  division.  I was  under  the  rnpres- 
m that  the  total  taxation  in  the  new  area  would  he 
uch  in  excess  of  the  present  rating. 

121.  Chaibuan. — I hare  already  read  to  you  what 
e Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  say  on  the 
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Ejruis. 
Dec.  #.  187*. 

Mr.  Francis 
O’Connor. 


subject  of  the  transfer  of  Grand  Jury  powers  to  Town- 
Councils  and  Commissioners,  and  have  also  stated  the 
alteration  recently  made  in  the  law  with  regard  to 
townships  obtaining  the  management  of  the  roads,  &c., 
within  the  township,  and  the  rates  which  may  have 
to  be  paid,  if  any  such  change  is  made ; and  also  to 
the  imposition  and  payment  of  sanitary  rates  under 
the  same  recent  legislation.  Bearing  this  in  mind,  do 
you  think  that  if  there  is  to  be  an  extension  of  the 
boundary  it  would  be  better  to  follow  the  electoral 
division  ? — Rev.  Mr.  Egan. — Yes.  I think  it  better 


in  this  thing  to  have  uniformity ; and  that  appears  t 
be  the  best  principle  to  adopt. 

122..  Mr.  O’Brien. — This  Parliamentary  Committee 

have  reported,  and  there  is  no  doubt  their  report  will 
be  followed  by  legislation  on  the  subject,  and  they  re 
commend  that  the  town  rate  should  be  divided  lit 
the  poor  rate. 

123.  Chairman. — We  now  wish  to  know  are  there 
any  owners  or  occupiers  of  property  within  the  ex- 
tended  area  who  would  like  to  give  us  their  opinions 
either  in  favour  of  or  against  the  proposed  extension! 


Mr.  John  W. 
Scott. 


Mr.  John  W.  Scott  examined. 


124.  The  extension,  as  marked  on  the  map,  is  what 
is  proposed  by  the  Commissioners.  I was  not  prepared 
to  go  into  the  calculations,  and  I am  not  prepared  to 
dispute  Mr.  O’Connor’s  calculations ; but  I don’t  see 
any  benefit,  for  instance,  to  the  farmers  about  Ross- 
levan  : in  fact,  I think  they  are  very  much  better  as 
they  are. 

125.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Are  not  the  lands  within  a 
certain  distance  of  the  town  increased  in  value  by 
reason  of  their  proximity  to  the  town? — None  of  these 
are  accommodation  lands. 

126.  But  are  not  the  lands  within  say  two  miles  of 
the  town,  and  which  therefore  have  greater  facilities  for 
using  the  town,  more  valuable  ? — Of  course  they  are ; 
but  I think  not  more  than  those  within  three  or  four 
miles.  Once  you  get  out  of  the  townparks,  and  these 
are  not  town  parks,  they  are  not  so.  The  way  I would  bo 
myself  inclined  to  think  Mr.  O’Conuor'scalculations  were 
wrong  is  as  to  the  cost  of  keeping  up  the  roads.  I 
know  that  the  contracts  for  keeping  up  the  Ennis 
streets  also  include  a considerable  portion  of  the 
country  roads  leading  to  them ; and  the  great  traffic 
of  these  roads  is  in  the  town.  I am  not  prepared  to 
give  the  exact  amount  per  perch  the  contract  is  taken  at; 
but  if  you  limit  the  extent,  it  will  cost  more.  Mr. 
Hill,  the  County  Surveyor,  is  here,  and  lie  will  tell  you 
what  extent  of  the  country  roads  is  included  in  the 
town  of  Ennis. 

127.  Chairman. — Of  course  the  traffic  in  the  town 
is  much  larger  than  outside  it,  but  is  not  that  traffic,  to 
a considerable  extent,  caused  by  the  surrounding  gentry 
and  people  coming  in  and  using  the  town  ? — Of  course, 
but  that  applies  to  an  area  of  ten  miles.  As  to  the 
question  whether  the  roads  in  the  proposed  area  can 
be  kept  up  as  economically  as  at  present,  perhaps  Mr. 
Milward  would  tell  us  how  many  contractors  are  there 
in  the  main  streets  of  Ennis  ? 

Mr.  Milward. — Only  one  at  present. 

128.  Mr.  O’Brien.— But  don’t  you  think  it  would 
be  a hardship  to  limit  the  area  to  what  it  now  is  if  the 
people  within  a radius  of  a couple  of  miles  add  con- 
siderably to  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  roads  and  yet 
bear  no  part  of  the  expense  ? — It  would  be  simply  a 
question  of  what  the  area  should  be,  and  I don’t  see 
why  you  should  take  two  miles  and  not  take  four. 

. 129-  Chairman. — Here  we  have  the  electoral  divi- 
sion, and  if  we  are  able  to  adopt  these  electoral  divi- 
sions _ as  the  boundary  for  the  town  we  will  be 
carrying  out  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  that  the  municipal  should  be 
made,  conterminous  with  the  electoral  division.  That 
is  the  reason  why,  in  places  like  this,  the  electoral 
division  is  proposed  as  the  boundary.  We  don’t  want 
to  take  an  arbitrary  line  of  two  miles  when  we  can 
take  the  electoral  division.  What  the  electoral  divi- 
sion is  we  know,  and  no  townlands  are  cut.  To  Mr 
Scott.— Do  you  not  think  that  all  farmers  who  have 


farms  about  the  town,  and  sell  such  articles  as  butter 
poultry,  &c.,  have  greater  facilities  for  supplying  the 
town,  and  making  money  for  themselves,  than  the 
man  who  lives  three  or  four  miles  olf?— Unquestion- 
ably the  nearer  they  are  to  the  town  the  nearer  they 
are  to  the  market,  but  it  doesn’t  make  much  difference 
whether  a man  has  two  miles  or  four  miles  to  go  to 
and  from  his  house.  Once  you  pass  out  of  town  parks 
and  get  to  farmers  who  rent  10,  20,  or  30  acres  of 
land,  it  makes  no  difference  whether  it  is  two  miles  or 
three  miles  from  the  town. 

130.  But  we  must  strike  a line  somewhere,  ami 
therefore  suggest  that  it  might  be  well  to  follow  Ler- 
as closely  as  possible  the  boundary  line  of  the  elector;. i 
division?— My  idea  would  be  to  go  as  far  as  the  town 
parks,  but  I think  it  is  bal’d  to  bring  in  others  beyoir! 
that. 

131.  Mr.  O’Brien.— What  radius  do  you  eonsid-r 
it  would  be  equitable  to  introduce  ? — I have  not  gone 
sufficiently  into  the  question,  and  I should  not  like  to 
define  any  definite  limit  to  it. 

132.  ’What  extent  would  you  consider  to  be  fair 
from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — I think  a mile  should 
be  the  extent.  I think  once  you  pass  the  mile  you  get 
out  of  the  accommodation  lands.  With  the  class  of 
people  who  have  milk  and  butter  for  sale,  whether 
they  come  three  or  four  miles  does  uot  make  much 
difference.  They  cease  to  be  supplying  the  dairy  wants 
of  the  town. 

133.  Then  you  think  a mile  should  be  the  extent  of 
the  limit  ? — I think  so.  That  comes  within  the  distance 
that  lands  would  be  let  in  town  fields  and  not  in  farms, 
and  that  is  the  principle  adopted  elsewhere. 

134.  Mr.  O’Connor. — I wish  to  ask  Mr.  Scott  is  he 
aware  that  lands  belonging  to  Canon  Dwyer,  a mile 
and  a-half  outside  the  town — a couplo  of  acres  or  so — - 
were  sold  for  £350  a short  time  ago? — What  is  given 
for  land  is  no  criterion  whatever  at  the  present  time, 
for  if  people  want  the  land  they  will  buy  it. 

135.  Having  regard  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  tho  terms  of  our  war- 
rant, we  must  consider  whether  tho  boundaries  of 
towns  require  alteration,  and  the  question  is,  what  , the 
extent  of  that  alteration  should  be. 

136.  Mr.  Stacpoole. — The  great  majority  of  the  lamia 
consist  of  crag  land,  which  cannot  be  improved  in  any 
way. 

137.  Chairman. — But  then  its  valuation  is  less  or. 
that  account,  and  the  occupier  would  only  pay  on  its 
valuation,  and  I presume  that  whoever  valued  it  has 
taken  the  actual  condition  of  each  farm  of  land  into 
account. 

138.  Mr.  Stacpoole. — I would  like  you  to  hear  the  ac- 
count of  taxation  that  has  taken  place  in  Ennis  within 
the  management  of  the  present  Town  Commissioners, 

139.  Mr.  O’Connor. — I gave  that  for  a number  of 
years. 


Mr.  George 
Millward,  c.u. 


Mr.  George  Mhxwakd,  c.e.,  examined. 

140.  I am  Deputy  County  Surveyor,  and  I live 
within  the  borough  at  present.  The  only  thing  I 
would  ask  Mr.  O’Connor  would  he  whether  the  road 
contract  extends  for  a distance  of  four  or  five  miles  at 
present  from  Ennis  ? 


Chairman. — Mr.  O’Connor  says  that,  ac-  - 
cording  to  his  calculation,  the  roads  within  tho  •• 
present  town  and  the  extended  area  could  be  done 
for  Is.  3 d.  in  the  pound.  In  your  opinion,  if  the 
boundary  is  extended,  how  much  per  mile  would  the- 
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contract  be  ? — It  is  an  average  price  at  present,  but  it 
will  take  twice  as  mucli  to  keep  the  town  part  as  the 
outside  part. 

142.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Is  that  not  caused  to  a great 
extent  by  the  county  traffic? — I think  so.  My  opinion 
is  they  could  not  be  maintained  for  less  than  at  present. 

143.  Mr.  O'Connor. — I desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Commissioners  to  No.  763  in  the  Grand  Jury 
accounts.  It  is  a contract  for  some  roads  in  the  town 
at  2s.  per  perch,  while  here  is  another  account  for  the 
road  between  Limerick  and  Gort,  at  4s.  per  perch.  Is 
not  Clare  bridge  more  than  two  miles  outside  the  town 
of  Ennis  ?— Yes. 

144.  And  is  not  Dulick  only  a mile  outside  the 
town  ? — V es. 

145.  Chairman. — Mr.  O’Connor  says  how  is  it  that 
one  a distance  from  the  town  costs  4s.  a perch,  and  the 
other  close  to  the  town  costs  only  2s.  per  perch  ? — That 
is  caused  by  the  immense  traffic  from  Clare  Castle. 

146.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Is  there  special  traffic  from 
Clare  Castle  ? — Yes ; coal  and  corn  traffic. 

147.  Chairman. — You  see  there  is  a very  small 
nortion  taken  in  if  we  follow  the  electoral  division 
boundary  toward  Clare  Castle.  The  difference  between 
the  two  contracts  may  be  easily  accounted  for.  It  ap- 
peared to  me,  when  we  were  here  before,  that  the  roads 
iu  the  town  were  never  cleaned  at  all,  which  may  ac- 
count for  some  of  them  costing  only  2s. 

148.  Mr.  O'Connor. — I call  your  attention  also  to 
No.  780,  the  Ennis  and  Kilrusk  road,  2s.  Qd.  per  perch. 
There  is  only  a' very  small  proportion  of  that  in  the 
borough  at  present.  It  goes  out  for  a distance  of  nearly 
seven  mile3,  and  that  is  2s.  Gd  ? — And  if  you  make  it  one 
contract  for  the  portion  iu  the  town  alone  it  will  be  7s. 

149.  I maintain  it  will  be  less.  He  says  if  they  are 
separated  from  the  county  they  will  cost  more  than  at 
present,  and  I say  they  will  not  ? — The  traffic  in  the  im- 


mediate neighbourhood  of  the  town  is  three  times  as  Kxsis. 
great  as  it  is  three  or  four  miles  off.  Oec.»,  urs. 

1 50.  Chairman. — I would  like  to  know  what  would  , . ' — 

be  the  cost  of  keeping  up  the  roads  within  the  electoral  M'lhra?d"c  e 
division  which  is  marked  here? — On  an  average?  ’ 

151.  Yes  ?— It  would  be  very  hard  to  tell.  If  we 
knew  something  about  this  matter  before  we  might 
have  made  some  calculations. 

152.  What  could  we  do  more  than  put  the  an- 
nouncement of  our  appointment  in  all  the  leading  news- 
papers in  Ireland,  and  we  invited  everyone  interested 
to  write  us  their  views.  We  also  gave  ample  notice 
that  we  would  hold  this  inquiry  to-day. 

153.  Mr.  O'Connor. — The  notice  appeared  in  all  the 
local  papers. 

154.  Chairman. — It  was  published  amonth  ago,  and 
we  invited  everyone  to  write  to  us  in  the  meantime ; 
and  we  sent  these  queries  to  the  Town  Commissioners, 
for  we  could  not  know  otherwise  whether  the  Com- 
missioners would  seek  any  extension  of  their  present 
boundary. 

155.  Mr.  O'Connor. — The  Commissioners  held  a 
meeting  to  consider  the  matter,  and  the  report  of  that 
meeting  appeared  in  the  public  papers. 

Witness. — I don't  think  the  local  papers  had  any 
reference  to  it. 

156.  Mr.  Pearson , t.c. — It  appeared  in  the  local 
papers. 

157.  Mr.  O'Connor.-  The  meeting  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners was  held  last  Monday,  and  a report  published 
in  all  the  papers  stating  that  I was  appointed  to  act 
here  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners. 

158.  Chairman. — We  take  it  that  the  Town  Com- 
missioners represent  the  town  people,  and  that  they 
wish  to  have  the  electoral  division  boundary,  and  that 
being  so,  we  want  to  know  the  views  of  the  people  who 
would  be  brought  in  according  to  the  proposal  of  the 
Commissioners. 


Mr.  Richard  Stacpoole  examined. 


159.  I think  the  extension  of  the  area  to  the  extent 
proposed  is  excessive.  I think  a mile  would  be  excessive. 

160.  But  in  some  places  it  doesn’t  go  a mile  ? — 
Well,  you  could  go  out  of  the  electoral  boundary 
there. 

161.  By  our  warrant,  which  follows  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  we  are  to 
take  care  to  make  the  boundaries  of  towns  conterminous 
with  electoral  divisions,  and  it  would  appear  to  be  very 
advantageous  to  follow  it  here  if  we  can  ? — A great 
deal  has  been  said  about  the  convenience  of  people  a 
distance  from  town  ; but  if  you  extend  it  more  in  one 
direction  than  the  other  is  it  not  unfair  ? 

162.  In  1836  the  boundaries  of  the  towns  in  Ire- 
land were  arranged  by  gentlemen  most  competent  to 
do  so.  At  that  time  the  portion  of  lands  covered  with 
houses  were  only  brought  in  as  a rule,  and  there  is  the 
boundary  as  adopted  then  [pointing  to  the  original 
boundary  map],  and  now  all  parties  appear  to  think 
there  should  be  an  extension. 

163.  Mr.  O’Brien.  — The  electoral  divisions  have 


been  formed  on  the  same  basis.  One  of  the  principles 
was  to  attach  to  the  town  so  much  of  the  rural  terri- 
tory as  it  could  be  assumed  derived  some  advantage 
from  its  proximity  to  that  town.  And  here  you  have 
the  outcome  of  that  feeling  in  the  constitution  of  the 
electoral  division  of  Ennis  as  at  present  ? — I want  to 
know  whether  they  were  not  influenced  very  much  by 
property  in  the  original  distribution  or  division? 

164.  That  to  some  extent  was  kept  in  view  in  rural 
districts  ?~ I don’t  know  whether  it  will  affect  any  one 
in  particular,  there  are  so  many  proprietors  around 
Ennis,  but  it  would  tell  particularly  hard  where  a 
town  division  belonged  to  one  person. 

165.  This  town  appears  to  be  pretty  fair  and  even 
in  its  division. 

Rev.  Mr.  Egan.— Much  fairer  than  a great  many. 

166.  Mr.  O’Brien.— You  think  a radius  of  a mile 
would  be  excessive? — I think  it  would  be  ample.  A 
mile  would  certainly  be  the  extent  of  land  used  in 
connexion  with  the  town  as  town  plots.  A great 
quantity  of  this  land  is  impracticable  for  tillage. 


Mr.  Richard 
Stacpoole. 


Mr.  Edward  Macbeth,  Poor  Law  Collector,  examined.  jir.  lhlwar. 

-What  is  ym  opinion  1-1  mf  lit.  Bat  ?oa  metelf  now  refer  to 


167.  Chairman. 
beyond  a mile  would  be  a great  hardship  on 


168.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Do  yon  think  it  would  be 
unfair  to  keep  to  a mile  ? — "i  t.ln'nk  a mile  would  be 
a fair  radius.  A mile  would  come  in  just  at  Dulick 
Bridge. 

169.  Are  there  small  tenants  outside  the  mile 
radius  ? — Yes. 

170.  How  much  beyond  it  ? — About  a quarter  of  a 
mile  farther  would  take  them  in. 

171.  Don’t  they  derive  advantage  from  their  proxi- 
mity to  the  town? — Yes  ; but  their  holdings  are  very 
small. 

.172.  Mr.  O'Connor. Is  it  merely  on  one  town- 

laud? — No  ; but  taking  the  land  about  generally.  • ' 


—I  iust  refer  to  Ballycoree  at  present,  and.  I come  to 
the  other  side  and  take  in  Gauras.  Dulick  is  one 
side  and  Gauras  is  the  other.  . , 

Mr.  Alihoard. — Gauras  is  the  poorest  neighbourhood. 
174.  Chairman.— Do  you  suggest  a.  mile  all  round  1 
—Yes  I say  beyond  that  would  be  a hardship. 

175  Mr  O’Brien.— You  admit  that  outside  the 
mile  there’  are  a number  of  small  holdings  which 
you  think  it  would  be  a hardship  to  introduce,  but 
you  say  at  the  same  time  that  these  peopi^erive  ad- 
vantage  from  their  proximity  to  the  town  l—Yestoz 
certain  extent.  As  far  as  their  proximity  to  the  town 
is  concerned  the  housekeepers  of  Ennis  purchase  prin- 
cipally on  Saturday  what  they  require,  and  then  they 
purchase  from  people  twenty  miles  away^aswell  as 
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Mr.  Edward 
Macbeth. 


half  a mile.  As  a rule  there  is  nothing  doing  during  196.  Mr.  Ilarvcy. — They  have  to  clean  n 
tlie  week.  afterwards  1— Yes.  “ *ta* 


176.  Chairman. — There  are  such  articles  as  milk,  for  197.  Chairman. — Who  cleans  after  the  cattl>l 

for  instance,  that  could  not  be  purchased  weekly  ? — The  Commissioners  do.  B — 

Well,  that  is  a daily  matter  and  I am  not  speaking  of  198.  At  the  cost  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town? y 

that.  199.  And  are  not  the  persons  who  derive  ben* 

177.  Mr.  Pearson,  T.e., — Would  this  affect  the  collec-  from  that  expenditure  the  persons  who  come  iuto  t 

tion  of  your  rates  in  any  way  1 — I could  not  tell  that  yet.  over  all  these  roads  1 — Y es.  Wn 

178.  Chairman. — Is  not  the  town  of  Ennis  supplied  200.  Why,  then,  should  the  town  be  made  nav  f 

with  milk  principally  by  persons  living  within  the  the  benefit  the  country  people  enjoys  from  them!  * 
division  1 — But  will  the  farmers  supply  it.  No  one  201.  Mr.  O'Connor. — Who  receives  the  custo> 
pretended  you  are  to  have  a boundary  in  which  you  tolls  ? — Lord  Leconfield.  ins 

will  include  the  big  farmer  and  leave  his  neighbour,  the  202.  But  isn’t  it  your  father  collects  them  ? y^. 

small  farmer,  out,  but  I say  if  you  exceed  the  mile  you  203.  Chairman. — As  far  as  that  is  concerned  Lo  | 

will  do  damage.  Leconfield  has  given  yon  a fair-green,  and  you  con 

179.  Do  you  say  that  the  farmers  living  beyond  the  sented  to  use  it  ?— The  Commissioners  have  power  to 

mile  are  the  principal  persons  who  are  supplying  the  remove  the  green,  but  they  will  not  do  it.  * 
town? — Yes,  small  and  large.  204.  Mr.  O'Connor. — I maintain  that  the  fair-green 

180.  Mr.  Scott. — As  a matter  of  fact  the  contractors  as  at  present,  must  increase  the  dirt  of  the  town°  ’ 

for  all  the  large  institutions  arc  within  the  electoral  205.  Mr.  Pearson. — I hope  the  tolls  will  be  riven  to 

division.  the  several  towns  in  Ireland. 


181.  Mr.  Pearson. — Some  of  the  contractors  come 
within  it. 

182.  Mr.  Harvey. — Docs  Mr.  Macbeth's  farm  come 
within  it  ? — It  would  not  be  worth  a farthing  to  me. 

183.  Chairman. — Is  it  your  calculation  that  the 
rating  would  be  diminished  by  this  district  being 
brought  in  ? — No ; I think  if  you  take  it  beyond  a 
mile  you  would  not  be  lessening  it. 

184.  But  suppose  we  think  that  by  adopting  the 
electoral  division  boundary  the  taxes  on  all  the  land 
within  the  boundary  would  be  lessened  instead  of  in- 
creased, wbat  would  you  say  then  ? 

185.  Mr.  Scott. — Do  you  believe,  if  this  electoral 
division  is  adopted  as  the  area,  that  the  taxation  outside 
the  present  borough  boundary  would  be  decreased  or 
increased  ? — I think  the  sanitary  would  be  increased. 

186.  Mr.  O’Brien. — How  do  you  arrive  at  that  ? — 
Suppose  you  take  that  in,  what  are  you  going  to  give 
the  people  for  tbit  taxation  ? 

187.  Chairman. — The  law  makes  them  pay  one- 
fourth  only  of  the  sanitary  rate,  and  they  get  the  ad- 
vantage of  light  without  paying  a penny  for  it,  and  the 
people  of  the  town  say  it  is  unfair  that  they  should  get 
this  advantage  and  pay  nothing. 

188.  Mr.  Scott. — If  we  believed  there  will  be  a de- 
crease in  the  taxation  we  would  all  go  with  Mr.  O’Con- 
nor, but  there  is  water  and  other  matters  to  be  had  in 
Ennis,  and  that  will  be  charged  on  the  whole  division. 

189.  Mr.  O Brien. — It  is  said  it  will  not  cost  any- 
thing.—Mr.  Scott. — I am  very  glad  to  hear  so. 

190.  Mr.  O'Connor.— I may  say  that  this  calculation 
about  the  expenses  of  the  roads,  and  so  on,  was  made 
for  another  inquiry,  and  not  for  this  inquiry  at  all. 

191.  Mr.  Scott. — I am  not  saying  anything  about 
that,  but  I have  a strong  impression  that  the  taxes  will 
be  increased  on  the  rural  part. 

192.  Rev.  Mr.  Egan. — A great  deal  depends  on  that, 
and  every  person  living  outside  the  present  area  would 
have  strong  reasons  for  objecting  to  the  extension  if 
the  taxation  would  be  increased  by  it. 

1 93.  Chairman. — But  that  would  apply  to  property 
in  the  area  within  the  mile.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
railway  company,  see  all  the  money  they  are  getting 
out  of  the  town  and  all  the  goods  they  are  bringing  in, 
all  the  traffic  they  are  creating  on  the  streets,  yet  they 
are  not  paying  a penny  for  all  that.  No  one  could 
say  there  must  be  no  alteration  if  there  is  to  be  fair 
play  at  all.  Of  course  everyone  will  Say  bring  me  in 
provided  you  lessen  any  taxation,  but  don’t  bring  me 
in  provided  you  increase  it. 

194.  Mr.  O'Connor. — You  speak  about  fairs  and 
markets.  Does  not  the  fact  of  holding  these  fairs  and 
markets  in  the  town  increase  the  cost  of  keeping  the 
town  clean?— There  is  no  doubt  about  that;  but  as 
far  as  the  markets  are  concerned,  the  Commissioners 
don’t  come  within  the  precincts  of  the  walls. 

195.  Mr.  O'Connor. — But  the  streets  suffer,  and 
then  there  are  the  monthly  fairs?—  The  Commis- 
sioners have  nothing  to  do  within  the  market. 


206.  Mr.  Milward. — I am  in  the  town  at  present 
and  I never  see  a bit  of  gas  or  a sweeper  in  it.  * ’ 

207.  Chairman. — The  Committee  reported  on  tie 
objectionable  practice  of  holding  fairs  in  the  streets  of 
towns.  Even  in  cases  where  good  and  convenient 
fair-greens  exist,  as  in  Ennis,  the  practice  is  permitted 
by  the  Town  Commissioners  to  continue.  The  Local 
Government  Commissioners  report  “ that  the  general 
feeling  of  the  inhabitants  and  their  country  neighbours 
is  generally  adverse  to  the  continuance  of  these  fairs, 
but  they  appear  to  be  continued  in  the  interest  of  the 
•publicans,  who,  amongst  the  Connniasioners,  generally 
form  an  important  clique”? — Mr.  O'  Connor.  —All  the 
foil's  are  held  within  the  fair-green,  but  the  markets 
are  held  in  the  street. 

20S.  Is  much  of  the  land  to  be  brought  in  owned 
by  Lord  Leconfield  ?— Mr.  Scott. — No,  hardly  any- 
the  fair-green  and  Rosslcvan. 

209.  There  is  Beechpark  House,  Ashline  Park,  and 
Greenhill  House? — Mr.  O'Connor. — These  houses  are 
not  there  now.  Ashline  is  the  only  house  there,  and 
the  owner  lives  in  the  town,  and  is  one  of  the  Town 
Commissioners. 

210.  Beechpark  House — where  is  that?  — Mr. 
O’Connor. — It  is  Mr.  Marcus  Keane’s.  He  is  not  pre- 
sent, but  he  knows  of  the  inquiry.  His  clerk  inquired 
from  me,  and  I told  him  his  place  would  he  brought  in. 

211.  Kilnacally  House  — whose  is  that?  — Mr. 
O’Connor. — That  belongs  to  Mr.  Cullen,  who  is  here. 

212.  Mr.  Cullen. — If  the  half  of  my  rate  is  paid  by 
the  landlord  I would  he  vory  glad  to  have  the  boundary 
extended,  hut  I would  consider  it  a hardship  to  pay  a 
sanitary  rate  for  a place  that  is  of  very  little  value. 
My  objection  is  only  us  to  the  distribution  of  the  sani- 
tary rate. 

213.  Chairman. — Have  you  considered  that  the 
one-fourth  you  would  pay  under  the  municipality 
would  be  probably  less  than  what  you  pay  at  present? 
— Mr.  Cullen. — I have  no  doubt  it  would  be  consider- 
ably more.  I live  in  the  town  of  Ennis,  and  I would 
be  lightened  there.  If  they  would  divide  the  other 
rate  it  would  be  very  popular  with  all  parties.  The 
Commissioners  of  the  town  have  expressed  their 
opinion  very  often  that  the  landlords  ought  to  contri- 
bute half  the  sanitary  rate. 

214.  In  any  arable  lands,  and  so  on,  which  would 
come  under  the  one-fourth  valuation,  do  you  say  that 
the  landlord  should  pay  half  the  poor  rate  and  the 
sanitary  rate  ? — Mr.  • Cullen. — Y cs,  they  should,  a* 
deriving  more  than  half  the  value. 

215.  Do  you  say  that  the  electoral  division  boundary 
would  be  fair? — Mr.  Cullen. — Considering  it  is  a 
boundary,  I would  not  object. 

216.  Although  you  would  come  in  almost  at  the 
extreme  end  of  it  ?— Mr.  Cullen.— Yes. 

217.  Being  in  the  town  itself,  and  knowing  the 
whole  district,  in  your  opinion  do  the  occupiers  of  the 
land  within  the  electoral  division  derive  substantial 
benefit  by  their  proximity  to  the  town  ? — Mr.  Cullen. — 
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r rtainlv  In  Shanaroe  they  have  large  farms.  Their 
children  come  into  town  to  school,  and  thy  derive 
iTterial  benefit.  It  is  more  than  a mile  from  the 
“L  and  they  derive  material  benefits  in  every 
w \ although  they  are  outside  the  mile  boundary. 
re3|,s  ’ of  your  own  knowledge  is  the  town  largely 
supplied  with  doily  produce  from  these  tods,  within 
the  electoral  division  boundary  1— Yes,  and  beyond  it. 


219.  Of  course  that  would  follow? — Mr.  Cullen. — f.snm. 

Some  of  them  would  get  less,  but  Shanaroe  and  Inch-  De  *• ,87s- 
more  would  all  derive  benefit.  ilr  |.;,iward 

220.  And  the  value  of  the  land  is  increased '? — Mr.  Mucb;th. 
Cullen. — Yes ; but  of  course  if  the  boundary  was 
extended  a few  hundred  yards  further  it  would  have 

the  same  benefit. 


Mr.  Michael  M'Namara  examined. 


ooi  Chairman.— What  is  your  opinion  ? — I hold 
, ^thin  and  without  the  picsent  boundary,  and  J 
JSLfc  the  contemplated  extension  is  one  that  would 
, loco  tlinn  t.lifit.  would  be  connmutn 


u.  best  one  less  than  that  would  be  comparatively 
^eless  for ’it  would  only  take  in  land  and  leave  out 
the  residences  of  the  gentry,  who  are  certainly  bene- 
fited by  their  proximity  to  the  town  just  as  much  as 
the  residents  themselves.  They  avail  themselves  of  it 
to  the  fullest  extent,  and  have  all  the  advantages  the 
residents  have,  but  if  the  boundary  is  only  extended  a 
„,ile  as  Mr.  Macbeth  suggested,  it  would  only  take  in 
land’ and  leave  out  the  houses . altogether.  I dont 
think  Mr.  Scott  ought  to  complain  at  alL 

222.  Mr.  Scott. — I believe  I should  come  within  the 
area  of  a mile.  . .... 

ifttntis  —I  would  like  to  have  them  all  in  by  this  fair 
arrangement.  It  is  the  most  equitable  arrangement. 

223  Chairman. — Of  course  you  see  at  once  the 
objection  to  any  supposed  circular  Hue  for  it  would 
destroy  the  electoral  division  altogether  ?— The  electo- 
ral division  is  a guide,  and  there  is  no  doubt  people 
would  be  benefited  and  they  would  pay  the  tax. 

224  Do  you  think  there  would  be  an  improvement 
in  the  constitution  of  the  body  of  the  Town  Commission- 
ers if  the  area  was  extended  ns  proposed? — Certainly  ; 
for  people  would  take  a deeper  interest. 

225  Can  you  give  me  an  idea  of  the  addition  to 
the  "'constituency  of  this  proposed  boundary?- Mr 
O'Connor.— It  would  be  very  considerable,  hut  I could 
not  say  exactly. 

226.  Mr.  Pearson. — It  -would  be  more  than  200. 

227.  Chairman. — If  you  would  just  kindly  find  out 
the  numbers  you  can  send  them  up  to  the  office  ? — Mr. 
M'Namcura. — I should  say  twenty  at  a guess. 

Mr.  Harvey. — I would  say  about  100. 

228.  Chairman.— The  best  wuy  is  to  get  from  Mr. 
O'Connor  a return  of  them?— Mr.  O'Connor. — I can 
get  all  the  occupiers  and  their  valuation. 

229.  Mr.  M’Pfamara. — When  I said  so  I was  making 
a mistake.  I thought  it  was  the  qualification  of  the 
Commissioners  was  spoken  of. 

230.  Chairman.— No. 

Mr.  M'Namara.  — Then  I agree  with  Mr.  Pearson 
as  to  200. 

231.  Chairman.— Is  there  any  other  of  the  gentle- 
men around  who  wishes  to  express  his  opinion.  Here 
is  Woodstock  House,  whose  is  that? — Mr.  Pearson. 
That  is  another  of  Mr.  Cullen’s  houses. 

232.  I heard  some  one  say  that  Mr.  Bannatyne  had 
some  objection? — Mr.  Pearson. — No.  He  is  most 
anxious  for  the  extension.  He  is  at  present  in  the 
middle  of  the  borough. 


235.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Not  necessarily  at  all.  One  ! 
argument  is  that  in  consequence  of  the  present  limit  of 
the  area  works  that  are  absolutely  necessary  become 
oppressive  on  the  limited  area,  and  that  if  the  boundary 
was  extended  they  could  be  borne  without  any  unfair 
pressure ; that  there  are  works  of  public  health  at 
present  which  have  been  stopped  and  set  aside  because 
it  would  be  oppressive  to  carry  them  out 

236.  Rev.  Mr.  Egan. — Doesn't  that  mean  that  the 
taxation  of  the  extended  area  is  to  be  increased. 
Suppose  the  works  are  executed  and  the  taxation  is 
spread  over  the  area,  must  the  taxation  not  be  increased? 

237.  Chairman. — It  depends  on  circumstances ; if 
they  are  able  to  keep  the  roads  cheaper  than  the  county 
it  becomes  a question  of  £ s.  d. 

238.  Mr.  O’Brien. — The  taxation  becomes  one  ques- 
tion, but  there  are  other  questions  to  be  considered, 
and  if  public  works  are  obliged  to  be  set  aside  because 
the  public  charge  renders  them  impossible,  why  should 
they  not  be  carried  out,  if  by  an  extended  area  tl.cy 
become  possible?  and  as  all  will  obtain  the  advantage 
they  should  all  contribute. 

239.  Chairman  (to  Mr.  O'Connor). — How  many 
houses  are  there  down  at  Clare  Castle  ?— -Mr.  O'Connor. 

— There  are  a good  many,  but  they  are  of  a very  poor 
class. 

240.  Mr.  Harvey. — Is  Clare  Castle  Harbourindudcd? 

241.  Chairman.  —No,  it  is  out  of  it,  but  it  might 
easily  be  included. 

242.  Mr.  Pearson.— If  you  take  in  Clare  Castle  you 
will  be  taking  in  the  most  poverty  stricken  part  of  the 
county,  and  no  additional  taxation  would  make  up  for 
it,  for  they  couldn’t  pay. 

243.  Mr.  O’Connor. — We  might  possibly  invest  the 
control  of  Clare  Castle  Harbour  in  the  Commissioner, 
and  the  benefit  would  be  more  than  any  additional  taxa- 
tion. The  port  is  at  present  in  a very  neglected  condi- 
tion, and  it  would  be  well  if  something  could  be  done- 
to  improve  it. 

244.  Mr  O’Brien. — There  are  Commissioners  who- 
already  have  control  over  die  port,  and  you  could  not 
touch  it 

245.  Mr.  O'Connor. — No  tax  would  provide  for  the 
Clare  Castle  portion,  for  they  can’t  pay. 

246.  Chairman. — It  just  occurred  to  me  that  as  there 
was  a lot  of  houses  there,  they  might  be  brought  in. 

247.  Mr.  O'Connor.— The  greater  portion  ot  them 
pay  no  rent  at  all;  it  is  commonage.  With  reference  to 


the  roads  I find,  according  to  the  official  return  here, 
that  there  are  113  miles  of  roads  in  the  barony  of 
Islands  outside  the  borough  boundary,  which  are  main- 
tamed,  under  contract,  by  the  Grand  Jury,  and  that 
■within  the  borough  boundary  there  are  only  ninemilesv 

233.— Some  one  told  me  he  had  a farm  ontndsi md  mcludmg  hmM  ^ levied  on  the  barony 

was  objecting  ? — Mr.  Harvey.  He  is  rated  m the  town  ^ ^sfands.  Although  there  are^  only  nine  miles  of 


at  over  £200  a year. 


"234*  b£'  would  like  to 

luestion  in  reference  to  the  taxation.  I don  t dispute  V the  Grand  Jury  on  the  barony  of  Islands  ; 

tty  of  the  figures  given;  in  fact,  I did  not  know  my-  to  ton* 1 by  ^ ^ ^ 

thing  about  the  rates,  but  it  strikes  me  the  use  of  Chairman. How  many  miles  of  road  would 

borough  extension  at  all  must  be  necessarily  to  increase  • ^ new  pr0poSed  boundary? — Mr. 

the  taxation  of  the  outlying  districts  that  are  brought  ~ t can  „;Ve  it  afterwards,  sir. 

in,  otherwise,  what  is  the  object  except  to  spread  the  Chairman I would  be  glad  you  should.  There 

present  taxes  paid  in  towns  over  a large  area,  and  other  evidence  we  will  close  the  inquiry, 

diminish  the  taxation  in  the  town,  and  necessarily  in-  ^ then  terminated. 
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MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


LOUGUBEA. 

Dec.  11, 1878. 


LOUGHREA.— WEDNESDAY— DECEMBER  11th,  1878. 
Before  W.  P.  O’Brien,  Esq.,  and  C.  P.  Cotton,  Esq.,  c.e. 


Mr.  Michael  S.  Mr,  MlCHAEL  S. 

Kelly. 

1.  Mr.  O’Brien. — How  long  have  you  been  Town 
Clerk  ? — I think  twelve  years. 

2.  This  town  is  incorporated  under  the  17th  & 18th 
"Victoria,  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? — Yes. 

3.  For  what  purposes  has  the  Act  been  adopted  ? — 
Lighting,  cleansing,  paving,  and  flagging. 

4.  For  everything,  in  fact,  except  the  water  supply? 
— Yes. 

5.  Under  the  section  of  the  Act  under  which  you 
are  incorporated,  you  have  a rating  power  of  Is.  on 
house  property,  and  one-fourth  of  that  on  arable 
lands  ? — Yes,  it  is  6d.  at  present. 

6.  What  is  the  present  area  of  the  district? — 
1,045  acres,  2 roods,  15  perches. 

7.  Does  the  township  include  portion  of  the  lough  ? 
— I think  it  does. 

8.  Do  you  know  the  exact  acreage  of  the  lake? — 
No,  I do  not. 

9.  You  make  one  rate  each  year? — Yes. 

10.  According  to  the  returns  you  have  given  ns, 
the  rate  for  the  last  five  years  has  been  an  uniform 
rate  of  6d.,  with  l£ri.,  or  one-fourth,  to  be  assessed  on 
the  arable  land  ? — Yes. 

11.  There  are  no  wards  in  the  town  ? — None. 

12.  Does  the  township  consist  of  entire  townlands, 
or  only  portions  of  townlands? — Only  portions  of 
some,  and  the  entire  of  others.  There  are  six  entire 
townlands,  and  portions  of  ten. 

13.  Are  they  all  in  the  same  electoral  division? — 
Yes. 

1 4.  That  is  within  the  electoral  division  of  Lough- 

rea?— Yes.  6 

15.  But  the  electoral  division  comprehends  a great 
deal  more  than  that  ?— Yes ; a great  deal  more. 

16.  How  many  townlands  are  there  comprised  in  the 
electoral  division  of  Louglirea  ?— Forty-two  townlands. 

17.  What  is  the  area  and  the  valuation  of  these 
forty-two  townlands  ? — I think  I gave  the  return  at 
7,578  acres  and  13  perches,  and  the  valuation  at 
£7,456  2s. 

18.  What  is  the  radius  of  the  present  township, 
taking  it  from  the  centre  of  the  town? — One  mile. 

19.  One  statute  mile  ? — Yes. 

20.  Is  that  what  you  take  as  a basis  of  the  town- 
ship ? — Yes ; an  area  of  one  statute  mile. 

21.  The  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  is  that  the 
boundary  ought  to  be  extended  ? — Yes. 

22.  Are  they  unanimous  on  the  subject? — Yes; 
perfectly  unanimous  about  it. 

23.  And  they  think  an  area  of  two  miles  would  be 
better? — Yes. 

24.  What  is  the  radius  of  the  electoral  division  from 

the  centre  of  the  town.  "Would  two  miles  take  in  the 
whole  of  the  electoral  division  ?— No  ; I thi^V  not- 
but  I am  not  aware.  ’ 

25.  Would  the  feeling  of  the  Town  Commissioners 
be  favourable,  as  far  as  you  are  aware  of  it,  to  making 
the  electoral  division  and  the  municipal  boundary 
conterminous  ? One  of  the  instructions  of  the  Par- 
liamentary Committee  is  that  the  poor  law  and  muni- 
cipal boundaries  should  be  assimilated.  Would  the 
adoption  of  the  electoral  division  boundary,  as  the 
municipal  boundary  of  Loughrea,  meet  the  views  of 
the  Commissioners,  so  far  as  you  are  aware  of  them  ? 
That  question  was  not  considered;  they  have  not 
decided  that  matter.  They  said  they  would  get  more 
enlightenment  when  you  came  round,  but  they  will  be 
satisfied  with  the  two  miles  radius.  They  did  not  enter 
into  the  particulars  at  all. 

26.  The  feeling  is  that  they  want  an  extension  ?— 


Kelly  examined. 

27^  Vkt  are  the  m f,r  ® you  t, 

the  Commissioners  think  an  extension  of  the  r,LP  . 
boundary  would  be  desirable  ?— There  is  a moiety  2 
their  funds  received  at  present  from  the  Marquis  ! 
Clanricardc— namely,  £75— and  they  apprehend  W 
may  stop  that  any  day,  and  then  they  would  have  to 
increase  the  taxation.  10 

28.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  6 d.  in  the  £ only  reDrp 
scuts  half  the  expenditure,  and  they  think  Is  would 
be  a heavy  rate?— Yes  ; heavy  on  the  limited  area 

29.  Are  there,  in  addition  to  that,  any  desirable im. 
provements  which  the  Commissioners  are  restrained 
from . effecting,  in  consideration  of  the  amount  of 
taxation  they  would  involve  1 — Yes. 

30.  Could  you  mention  any  of  them? — Yes;  they 
could  extend  the  flagging,  and  paving,  and  lighting, 


and  we  would  get  a fire  engine,  and  a fire 


which  are  indispensable  for  the  benefit  of  the^own! 
These  are  the  principal  things. 

31.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  or  are 
they  aware  of  the  fact,  that  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  of  last  Session,  section  7,  although  they  are  not 
the  urban  sanitary  authority  (their  powers  as  such 
merging  in  tlio  guardians  of  the  union),  yet  there  is 
power  given  them  ; notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
general  law  is  that  towns  not  having  a population 
exceeding  6,000,  shall  be  merged  in  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  as  the  rural  sanitary  authority,  to  apply  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  who  can,  if  they  see  fit, 
and  after  proper  inquiry,  transfer  the  sanitary  authority 
from  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  the  Commissioners 
of  the  township  where  there  are  Town  Commissioners  I 
— They  are. 

32.  Have  they  ever  considered  the  question  of  ap- 
plying to  have  tliat  power  exercised  on  their  behalf, 
and  to  have  the  sanitary  authority  transferred  to 
them  ? — It  was  the  subject  of  conversation,  but  they 
never  brought  the  matter  forward  formally. 

33.  Are  they  also  aware  that  under  the  same  Act, 
section  20G,  another  new  power  is  given  ? — Formerly 
the  functions  of  the  Grand  Jury  over  a town  could 
only  be  transferred  to  the  municipal  body  by  special 
Act  of  Parliament.  In  tho  Local  Government  Act, 
1871,  however,  power  was  given  to  make  a transfer  of 
this  authority  over  roads  and  bridges,  &c.,  to  the 
municipal  body,  under  a “provisional  order,”  but  that 
transfer  required  not  only  the  assent  of  the  municipal 
body  and  ratepayers,  but  also  of  the  Grand  Juries 
concerned,  and  in  consequence  of  that,  and  the  un- 
willingness experienced  on  the  part  of  Grand  Juries 
t°_  confirm  any  such  transfers,  all  the  applications  sub 
mitted  failed,  except  in  one  instance.  Are  the  Com- 
missioners aware  that  in  consequence  of  the  failure,  for 
the  reasons  just  stated,  of  that  provision,  there  is  now 
a power  given  by  the  Act  of  last  session  that,  even 
though  the  Grand  Jury  do  not  consent,  the  Local 
Government  may  transfer  the  authority  over  the  roads 
and  bridges,  in  certain  cases,  to  the  municipal  body? 

No ; I think  they  are  not  aware  of  that. 

34.  Do  you  think  that  if  that  provision  of  the  law 

was  brought  under  their  notice,  the  opinion  of  the 
municipal  body  would  be  favourable  to  the  transfer,  if 
practicable,  of  the  entire  control  over  the  roads, 
bridges,  and  streets  within  the  municipal  district  to 
themselves  ? — I don’t  know.  I could  not  say. 

35.  They  have  never  discussed  it,  so  that  you  have 
no  opportunity  of  knowing?— No. 

36.  Is  there  any  reason  to  suppose  this  grant  from 
Lord  Clanricarde  would  he  withdrawn  ? — The  agent, 
Mr.  Blake,  who  is  chairman  of  our  Board,  says  he 
asks  frequently  is  he  hound  to  give  it. 
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37.  And  on  that  you  found  your  apprehension  ? — 

^*38  Is  there  any  other  suggestion  you  would  wish 
to  make  1 No  ; I think  1 have  exhausted  nearly  all 

^ jir. ' Cotton — I want  to  know  where  that 

acreage  was  got  from  ? — From  the  township  valuation 

There  is  no  map  showing  it? — Not  one,  except 
the  one  you  have  before  you. 

41.  But  this  is  only  roughly  done.  Could  you  get 
us  a map  with  the  boundary  exactly  marked  on  it? — 
We  could  get  it  marked  in  Dublin. 

42.  Could  we  get  a map  of  the  exact  township 
boundary? — No;  there  is  no  sncli  thing.  There  was 

°n43.  There  was  a map  at  the  time  the  township  was 
formed,  for  it  is  referred  to  in  the  memorial  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant? — Yes  ; hut  it  was  lost.  There  is  a 
description  of  the  township  boundary  iu  the  memorial 
(produced).  The  description  is  in  the  memorial  from — 

“Householders  occupying  dwelling-houses  within  the 
town  of  Loughrea,  and  rated  in  respect  thereof  to  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  at  a nett  annual  value  of  X8  or  upwards,  pray 
your  Excellency  may  direct  that  the  provisions  of  the  Towns 
improvement  Act,  1854,  may  be  carried  into  execution  in 
sucli  town ; and  the  boundaries  which  we  propose  for  the 
pui-pose  of  said  Act  are  as  follows,  viz. : — Commencing  in 
the  townland  of  Cuscimiclc,  in  the  parish  and  barony  of 
Loughrea,  and  county  of  Galway,  at  the  point  (No.  1)  in 
the  ordnance  sheet  where  the  eastern  boundary  of  Henry 
Brolly's  farm  if  produced  southward  would  strike  the  margin 
of  Loughrea,  and  proceeding  northerly  as  said  boundary  to 
the  centre  of  the  Gort-road,  and  from  thence  in  a direct 
line  to  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  townland  of  Tullagh 
Lower,  and  from  thence  north  and  west,  following  the  town- 
land  boundary  as  far  as  the  dividing  fence  between  the 
farms  of  Michael  l onohoe  and  Wm.  Kelly,  in  the  townland 
of  Cahcrlavine,  thence  northwardly  along  said  fence  to  the 
Galway-road,  and  across  said  road  to  the  boundary  between 
Bryan  Ryan  and  Peter  Donohoc’s  farm,  in  the  townland  of 
Gortee.nabohogg,  thence  in.  a north-easterly  direction  along 
said  boundary,  and  through  Ilryan- llyan’s  holding  to  point 
(Xo.  6)  in  the  townland  of  Cosnionn,  and  through  the  last- 
named  point  along  the  northern  boundary  of  Thomas 
Feenavty’s  holding  to  the  Barnddy-road,  and  thence  in  a 
direct  line  from  the  townland  of  Cosmona  to  the  north- 
west angle  of  Moneasmorc  (No.  7),  and  from  thence 
easterly  along  the  north  boundary  of  Moneasmorc  townland 
to  its  boundary  or  termination  at  the  small  stream  which 
forms  the  boundary  of  Caheronaun,  and  from  thence  south- 
easterly in  a direct  line  to  the  northern  extremity  of  the 
west  boundary  between  Greencenngh  and  Cahcrwaltcr 
townlands  to  the  Ballinnsloo-road  (No.  10),  thence  easterly 
along  the  centre  of  the  said  road  for  a distance  of  twenty- 
eight  perches  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  Rev..  John 
Macklin's  holding,  in  the.  townland  of  ( 1 ur tccnaplieebef an 
(Xo.  11),  and  from  thence  southwardly  along  the  said 
boundary  to  point  in  the  townland  boundary  of  Bannoge 
(Xo.  12),  and  thence  westerly  for  a distance  of  15  porches 
along  the  said  boundary  (o  the  dividing  fence  between  Rich- 
ard O’Neill  and  Jeremiah  O’Leary’s  holding  (No.  13),  along 
said  fence  to  the  south-eastern  extremity  of  same  at  No.  14. 
Lhenceiri  a direct  line  south-westerly  through  the  holding 
of  .Patrick  Skerrett,  in  the  same  townland  of  Bannoge.  to  a 
point  in  the  centre  of  Portunma-road  (No.  15),  opposite  to 
the  dividing  fence  between  the  holdings  of  James  Finn  and 
Anne  Lynch,  in  the  townland  of  Mountpleasant,  theneo 
along  said  fence  southwardly  to  the  point  No.  16,  and 


wcstwardly  along  the  same  dividing  fence  between  Jeremiah  Louchbe*. 
O’Leary  and  Patrick  Skerrett's  holding  in  the  same  town-  Dec.  n,  ists. 
land,  to  the  lane  or  passage  which  forms  a boundary  be-  — — 

tween  it  and  Knockanima  (No.  17),  thence  southerly  along  Mr.  Michael  S. 
said  lane  for  a distance  of  seven  perches  to  the  boundary  Kall-V- 
between  Jeremiah  O’Leary  and  Patrick  Skerrett's  holding 
in  the  townland  of  Knockanima  (No.  18),  thence  south- 
westerly along  the  said  boundary,  and  continuance  thereof, 
which  forms  the  boundary  between  Patrick  Skerrett’s 
holding  and  the  workhouse  land,  to  the  margin  of  Loughrea 
(No.  19),  and  from  thence  in  a direct  line  through  the 
Lough  Rea  to  the  point  first  described." 

44.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Assuming  that  you  were  to 
take  in  a two-mile  radius,  would  it  include  many 
inhabited  houses? — I think  not. 

45.  It  would  be  chiefly  arable  land,  which  would 
only  be  liable  to  be  rated  to  one-fourth  i — Yes, 

4G.  And  the  fact  that  it  would  be  liable  to  only 
one-fourth  would  not  indispose  the  Commissioners  to 
include  it  ? — No ; they  are  quite  willing  to  have  it. 

47.  So  far  as  you  hare  had  means  of  forming  an 
opinion  on  the  subject,  do  you  think  the  views  of  the 
persons  outside  the  present  boundary  would  be  adverse 
to  being  included  in  the  township  ? — Really,  I could 
not  form  an  opinion  on  the  subject.  There  has  been 
no  meeting  of  them,  nor  has  the  subject  been  brought 
before  them. 

48.  Are  there  many  townparks  in  Loughrea  ? — I 
don’t  know. 

49.  Are  there  many  holdings  by  persons  living  in 
the  town  ? — No ; I don’t  know  of  any. 

50.  People  wlio  hold  fields  or  accommodation  lands  ? 

— Yes  ; there  are. 

51.  They  are  within  the  existing  boundary? — 

Yes. 

52.  There  are  no  accommodation  lands  outside  the 
boundary  ? — No. 

53.  Are  the  lands  within  two  miles  outside  the 
town  increased  in  value  by  reason  of  their  proximity 
to  Loughrea  as  a market  town? — Yes;  I think  they 
are. 

54.  Do  the  children  outside  the  one-mile  radius  and 
within  the  two-mile  radius  avail  themselves  largely  of 
the  schools  in  the  town? — Yes  ; the  Nunnery  school. 

55.  To  a large  extent? — Yes ; to  a large  extent. 

56.  And  the  people  of  the  radius  mentioned  resort 
to  Loughrea  for  markets  and  fairs  ? — Yes. 

57.  And  so  in  that  way  they  derive  decided  advan- 
tage ? — Yes. 

58.  Are  the  lands  within  the  radius  of  two  miles  of 
more  value  than  lands  situate  at  a distance  greater 
than  two  miles  from  the  town  ?— I think  so. 

59.  Mr.  Cotton. — Have  the  Commissioners  ever  had 
before  them  any  map  with  the  two-mile  radius  marked 
so  that  they  could  see  what  it  would  comprise  ?— Not 
that  I’m  aware. 

60.  It  would  be,  a very  large  area,  about  8,000  acres, 
and  larger  than  the  electoral  division  1— Yes. 

61.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  aware  the  electoral 
division  is  composed  of  townlands  ? — Yes. 

62.  And  that  if  you  adopted  it  you  would  be  follow- 
ing the  recommendation  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee ? — Yes. 

63.  And  that  your  proposed  area  of  two  miles  would 
cut  the  townlands  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  Joiin  Kennedy  examined. 


Mr 


64.  You  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners? — 
Yes. 

65.  The  municipal  body,  I think,  consists  of  twelve 

members?— Yes. 

®le  -A-ct  has  been  in  operation  in  the  town  since 
1861  ? — Yes.  1 

nlrf  a ^"■ou  never  had  Commissioners  before  under  the 
~c*  °f  Geo.  IY.,? — There  were  some  Commissioners 
about  30  years  ago. 

68.  But  they  died  out? -They  did. 


69.  The  present  municipal  district  of  Loughrea  con- 
sists of  the  whole  of  six  and  portions  of  ten  town- 
lands  ? — I don’t  know  about  that 

70.  Have  the  present  limited  area  and  valuation 
influenced  the  Commissioners  in  abstaining  from  in- 
clining expenditure  which  they  would  otherwise  think 
desirable?— I think  they  have,  for  the  funds  are  too 
limited,  and  they  are  obliged  to  hold  over  things  until 
the  funds  get  strong  again. 

71.  Have  any  important  works  been  held  over  in 
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consequence  of  tlie  rating  being  too  high? — When  they 
first  introduced  water  here  I opposed  it  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  make  the  rate  too  high. 

72.  That  was  before  the  Board  of  Guardians  became 
the  sanitary  authority  for  the  supply  of  water  ! — Yes. 

73.  Did  you  at  any  time  adopt  the  water  clause 
under  the  Act! — I am  not  certain. 

74.  You  opposed  the  movement  to  avail  yourselves 
of  the  clause  of  the  17th  and  18th  Victoria,  with 
reference  to  the  water  supply,  before  the  guardians 
became  the  sanitary  authority ?- — Yes. 

75.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  case  in  which  works 
were  stopped  for  the  same  reason  ? — Yes,  sewage  also. 
W e would  not  be  able  to  carry  it  out  before  the  guar- 
dians took  it  up. 

76.  You  heard  me  read  the  section  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  which  enables  the  Local  Government 
Board  now — notwithstanding  the  general  law  making 
the  Boards  of  Guardians  the  sanitary  authority  for 
municipal  towns  of  which  the  population  doesn’t  exceed 
6,000 — to  grant  a provisional  order  vesting  the  powers 
of  the  sanitary  authority  in  the  Town  Commissioners. 
Would  the  feeling  of  the  Town  Commissioners  here  be 
favourable  to  that  ? — As  far  as  I can  recollect,  I always 
heard  them  express  that  opinion,  and  I often  saw  in- 
convenience by  reason  of  it  being  taken  out  of  their 
hands — for  until  the  present  sub-sanitary  officer 
became  our  officer  we  felt  it — but  things  are  better 
now.  Before  that,  however,  the  sub-sanitary  officer 
would  not  do  the  things  we  wanted,  and  we  felt  it 
very  much. 

77.  You  think,  then,  the  Commissioners  would  like 
to  have  control  themselves  of  sanitary  matters  ? — Yes, 
sir,  in  looking  after  lodging-houses,  and  compelling 
small  families  to  keep  their  houses  and  yards  clean. 
Wo  could  not  get  hold  of  this  other  sanitary  officer 


78.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  that  under  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act,  section  62,  all  arable  lands, 
market  gardens,  he.,  are  only  liable  to  be  rated  at 
one-fourth  ? — I am  aware  that  that  is  the  rating  still. 

79.  You  are  aware  that  as  long  as  the  Board  of 
Guardians  are  the  local  authority  for  sanitary  expen- 
penditure  within  the  district  all  arable  lands  are  rated 
the  same  as  other  properly! — Yes. 

80.  Would  the  view  of  the  Commissioners  in  favour 
of  having  the  area  of  the  township  extended  be  affected 
by  the  fact  that,  if  they  were  made  the  sanitary  autho- 
rity, and  if  a two  miles  radius  were  introduced,  these 
arable  lands  would  only  have  to  pay  one-fourth  instead 
of,  as  at  present,  the  whole  of  the  rate  ? — I think  they 
would  still  approve  of  the  radius  being  extended. 

81.  Notwithstanding  that  these  lands  outside  would 
than  only  have  to  pay  one-fourth? — Yes. 

82.  For  instance,  if  there  was  an  outlay  to-morrow 
in  the  union  for  water  works  or  sewerage  works,  all  the 
lands,  whether  arable  or  otherwise,  would  be  rated  as 
other  property  ; but  if  you  became  the  sanitary  autho- 
rity, and  carried  out  these  works,  these  lands  would  be 
only  liable  to  one-fourth  of  the  rating.  Would  the 
fict  that  the  law  differs  in  that  way,  where  the  Act  is 
administered  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  cause  the 

Commissioners  to  alter  their  view  on  this  matter  ? 

My  own  view  of  it  is  this : I wish  the  boundary  to  be 
extended,  and  1 am  a ratepayer  also. 

83.  Notwithstanding  the  limitation  I have  men- 
tioned, that  the  property  brought  in  would  be  liable 
to  only  one-fourth  of  the  rate  1— Yes. 

8^-  M°u  heard  me  read  section  206  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  which  gives  power  to  all  urban  sanitary 
authorities  to  apply  to  have  the  control  over  roads 
bridges,  footpaths  .fee.,  transferred  from  the  Grand 
Jury  to  the  municpal  authority.  Are  the  Commis- 
sioners aware  that  that  provision  exists! I don’t 

know,  but  it  would  be  my  feeling  that  it  should  be 
transferred. 

85.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  that  it  is  open 
to  thorn  to  apply  to  have  the  jwer  i_I  ^ not 

86.  It  has  never  been,  in  fact,  considered  by  them  ? 
— 1 heard  nothing  about  it. 


87.  Your  present  radius  is  one  mile! Yes 

88.  Between  the  radius  of  one  mile  and  the  raili 

of  two  miles  are  there  many  dwellings  that  would  k 
brought  in!— Not  many  in  the  west.  There  mil! 
be  a little  brought  in,  but  not  many.  ™ 

89.  Who  are  the  chief  occupiers  of  land  betwe 

the  one-mile  radius,  and  the  two-mile  radius  Tn,en 

are  generally  small  farmers,  except  Captain  Smith  ** 

90.  What  is  the  name  of  his  place  ?— Mason  Brook 

91.  Do  you  think  the  inhabitants  outside  the  mil, 

radius,  and  within  the  two-mile  radius,  derive  advan 
tages  from  then-  proximity  to  the  town,  which  should 
fairly  make  them  liable  to  some  rating? Yes. 

92.  Are  their  lands  made  more  valuable  by  their 
px-oximity  to  the  town  ? — Yes. 


93.  And  by  the  fact  that  in  the  town  they  have 
a mai-ket  for  the  sale  of  their  produce,  die.  ?— Thev 
have  a market  for  buying  and  selling  market  produce 

94.  Do  the  children  from  the  district  outside  the 

one-mile  radius,  and  within  the  two-mile  radius  avail 
themselves  of  the  schools  in  the  town ! Yes.  ’ 

95.  And  thus  get  some  advantage  from  the  water 
supply,  (fee.  ?— I know  they  all  come  here  a couple  of 
miles. 


96.  Loughrea  is  lighted  with  paraffin  oil  during  the 
winter  months  ? — Yes. 

97.  Do  the  people  coming  to  the  market  in  the  town 
derive  any  benefit  from  tbe  lighting,  and  so  forth!— 
Yes,  it  is  just  as  much  to  them  as  it  is  to  us.  It  ij 
for  their  safety  and  convenience  as  well  as  ours. 

98.  These  lands,  within  the  two-mile  radius,  are 
more  valuable,  in  consequence  of  their  proximity  to 
the  town  1 — Cex-tainly ; they  pay  more  rent,  too. 

99.  So  you  consider  it  would  not  be  inequitable  to 
bring  all  within  a radius  of  two  miles  within  the 
municipal  district.  You  think  they  derive  advantages 
which  fairly  compensate  them  for  any  taxes  they 
might  be  asked  to  pay! — I believe  they  derive  some 
of  the  advantages  we  have  here  just  as  much  nearly 
as  ourselves. 


100.  You  have  heard  me  read  a paragraph  from  the 
report  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  in  which  one 
of  the  instructions  is — that  we  should  take  care  to 
make  the  municipal  distx-ict  coterminous  with  the 
electoral  division,  and  having  heai-d  that  instruction 
of  the  Committee,  would  it  meet  the  views  of  the 
Commissioners  if  the  Electoral  Division  of  Loughrea 
wore  adopted  and  substituted  for  the  present  boun- 
dary ? — I have  heai-d  them  say  so.  I racollect  when 
it  was  spoken  of  we  all  agreed,  and  they  considered 
they  were  entitled  to  an  extension  of  the  district. 

_ 101.  What  m the  remotest  part  of  the  electoral 
division  ? — I know  Kilconickny  goes  nearly  two  mile3 
in  one  direction. 

102.  What  would  be  the  farthest  point  from  the 
centre  of  Loughrea  ? — I don’t  know  whether  the  divi- 
sion goes  to  Danesforfc  or  not. 

103.  How  far  is  that? — Two  miles. 

104.  Then  -the  electoral  division  would  represent 
about  a two-mile  radius  ? — I don’t  know  that  the 
electoral  division  would  go  so  far ; I don’t  frhinlr,  on 
reflection,  that  it  would  take  in  a radius  of  two  miles. 

105.  Then  the  electoral  division  would  be  less  than 
the  two  miles  radius! — It  would.  There  is  Kilconickny 
Kilmeen,  and  the  Lake.  I don’t  know  whether  they 
are  in  the  electoral  division  or  not. 

106.  On  the  whole  it  would  meet  the  views  of  the 
Commissioners  if  the  electoral  division  was  adopted  1— 
I think  so. 

107.  Would  the  people  brought  in  entertain  any 
objection? — They  might,  some  of  them.  Of  course,  I 
suppose  every  one  of  them  would. 

108.  They  have  not  come  forward  ? — Unless  there 
is  power  to  cany  the  thing  over  their  authority.  I 
recollect  when  we  wanted  to  introduce  Commissioners 
here  the  country  people  came  in  and  opposed  it  very 
much,  but  when  Mr.  Blake  became  agent  to  the  Mar- 
quis of  Clanricarde,  he  carried  the  thing  almost  inde- 
pendent of  them,  he  thought  it  was  wanted  so  much. 
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109.  How  many  ratepayers  have  you  at  present 
•within  the  municipal  district  ? — I could  not  say. 

110.  Or  how  many  would  be  introduced  if  the 
electoral  division  was  adopted  as  the  municipal 
boundary  ? — No ; I think  the  Clerk  of  the  Union 
could  teil.  The  two  mile  area  brings  in  a good  deal  of 
property  besides  Lord  Clanricarde’s. 

i 111.  Why  was  the  lake  divided  ? — Because  the  out- 
side part  of  it — the  part  outside  the  present  boundary — 
is  Lord  Huntingdon’s  and  Lord  Claucarby’s. 

112.  But  the  entire  electoral  division  is  Lord  Clan- 
ricarde’s 1 — I think  it  is.  Earl’s  Park  belongs  to  the 
Nugents.  Grange  is  Lord  Huntingdon’s. 

113.  Lord  Huntingdon’s  property  doesn’t  come 
within  the  electoral  division  at  all  I— Yes,  it  appears 
it  does. 

114.  Mr.  Cotton. — Is  there  any  object  in  having 
any  portion  of  the  lake  in  the  town  boundary? — It  is 
no  value,  but  a great  loss.  I suppose  there  are  a great 
many  hundred  acres  in  the  lake — 700  or  S00  acres. 
We  would  have  better  funds  if  the  lake  was  all  arable 
land. 

115.  Is  Mason  Brook  in  the  Loughrea  electoral 
division  ?— I think  so. 

116.  Lord  Clanricarde  is  the  owner  of  the  entire 
electoral  division  of  Loughrea  ? — I think  he  is,  except 
this  place  outside  Kuockauirna. 

117.  Mr.  Blake  is  chairman  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners?— Yes. 


118.  And  he  is  in  favour  of  the  extension  ?— ' Yes 

119.  Of  course  you  n»e  awe  if  you  apply  to  get 
tl,e  Grand  Jury  powers  over  reads,  bridges,  aa'd  streets 
transferred  to  you  it  would  give  you  very  considerable 
addition  to  your  responsibilities?— Yes ;'we  considered 
there  was  a very  dangerous  bridge  convenient  to  the 
bridewell,  which  we  tried  to  get  levelled  with  the 
street,  and  we  never  could  get  it  done. 

120.  You  think  the  Commissioners  would  be  able 
to  look  after  their  roads  and  bridges  better  than  the 
Grand  J ury  ?— I know  we  could ; but  as  far  as  the 
funds,  I don’t  know  we  would  be  able  to  spend  as 
much. 


Loughrea. 


Mr.  John 
Kennedy. 


121.  Do  you  consider  the  Grand  Jury  spend  as 

much  as  they  raise  on  the  streets  and  bridges  ? I 

would  not  say  they  do.  • All  they  spend  here  is,  they 
do  footpaths  and  the  roads. 

122.  You  don’t  know  the  difference  between  the 
amount  of  rate  levied  and  the  expenditure  ?— I do  not. 
I know  we  pay  two  county  cesses  in  the  year. 

123.  They  appear  now  to  be  10d  and  ll^d.  in  the 
poimd  1 — Yes ; that  is  twenty  pence  or  more. 

124.  You  are  now  aware  there  is  power  to  seek  for 
a transfer  of  the  authority  over  the  roads  and  bridges, 
and  that  it  is  open  to  the  Commissioners  in  certain  cases 
to  do  so,  that  it  is  entirely  optional  with  them? — 
Yes. 


Mr.  Patrick  Egan,  Clerk  of  the  Union,  examined. 


125.  Can  you  tell  me  the  number  of  ratepayers  in 
the  electoral  division  of  Loughrea? — About  1,000.  I 
would  say  about  700  rated  occupiers. 

126.  In  tbe  whole  electoral  division? — Yes. 

127.  How  many  are  included  within  the  municipal 
boundary  ? — I could  not  say  that. 

128.  Would  you  be  able  to  send  us  a return? — I 
would  say  there  are  about  500. 

129.  You  would  be  able  to  sonil  us  the  exact 
number  of  rated  occupiers  in  tlie  electoral  division,  and 
the  number  in  the  municipal  boundary? — Yes. 

130.  Is  the  entire  property  in  the  electoral  division 
Lord  Clancarty’s — No,  it  is  not. 

131.  What  others  hold  property  in  it? — Mr.  Burton 
Persse,  Mr.  Errington,  and  Mr.  Nugent. 

132.  Lord  Huntingdon’s  property  doesn’t  come  in  ? 
No. 

133.  And  Captain  Smith’s  doesn’t  ? — He  is  a lease- 
holder. 

134.  Mr.  Cotton. — Does  the  electoral  division  go  to 
the  south  side  of  the  lake  ? — No. 

135.  Could  you  give  us  a list  of  the  townlands  with- 
in the  electoral  division  1 — Yes. 

136.  What  radius  would  the  electoral  division  of 
Loughrea  represent  from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — 
The  electoral  division  is  not  central,  it  goes  down  to- 
wards the  racecourse  towards  Ballinasloe  and  the  east. 

137.  How  far  does  it  go  to  the  east  ? — Over  two 
miles. 

138.  How  far  does  it  go  to  the  west? — About  a 
mile. 

139.  And  to  the  north  ? — A mile  and  a half. 


140.  And  to  the  south? — Just  convenient  to  the 
town. 

141.  The  area  of  the  electoral  division  is  7,578 
acres? — Fes. 

142.  Does  that  include  the  whole  of  the  lake  ? — No, 
part  of  the  lake  is  in  the  division. 

143.  How  much  of  the  lake  does  it  include  ? — About 
two-thirds  of  the  lake. 

144.  What  is  the  acreage  of  the  whole  lake? — 
About  700  acres. 

145.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  whether  the 
ratepayers  outside  the  municipal  boundary  would  have 
any  objection  to  having  the  entire  electoral  division 
constituted  into  the  municipal  district  ? — I know  they 
would  not  wish  for  increased  taxation. 

146.  But  would  they  consider  it  as  an  inducement 
to  consent  to  it  that  they  then  would  have  a voice  in 
the  election  of  municipal  representatives,  and  the  power 
of  being  themselves  elected '? — I should  say  that  they 
would  not  place  much  value  on  that. 

147.  Would  you  say  that  all  the  people  within  the 
electoral  division  derive  advantage  from  their  proximity 
to  the  town  1— I don’t  say  all.  Some  m the  far  parts 
do  not. 

148.  But  don’t  they,  to  some  extent,  derive  beneht 
from  Loughrea  as  a market  town  ? — Y es. 

149.  Don’t  their  children  resort  here  for  educational 
purposes  ? — A few  do. 

150.  You  say  not  so  many  do  ? — No. 

151.  Isn’t  land  within  the  electoral  division  more 
valuable  than  land  at  a greater  distance  from  the  town  ? 
—Well,  its  being  nearer  the  market,  in  a certain  sense 
it  is  more  valuable. 


Mr.  Patrick 
Egan. 


Mr.  John  Campbell,  Town  Commissioner,  examined. 


151.  I am  one  of  the  Commissioners.  We  would 
like  very  much  to  have  the  area  extended. 

152.  Mr.  O’Brien. — The  feeling  is  unanimously  in 
favour  of  extension  ? — Unanimously  in  favour  of  it, 

153.  What  particular  extension  do  you  think  the 
Commissioners  wish  to  have  ? — They  would  wish  to 
have  the  area  extended  about  a mile. 

154.  They  would  wish  it  extended  about  a mile 
more  than  at  present? — Yes. 

155.  What  are  their  principal  reasons  why  they 


wish  to  have  that?— Well,  the  principal  reason  would 
be  in  order  to  ease  the  tax  on  the  inhabitants  of  tbe 

And  is  their  feeling  that  the  people  within  the 
two  miles  radius  derive  advantages  ? — Yes,  I consider 

157  Advantages  that  should  make  them  subject  to 
the  rates  ?— Tes,  we  can’t  extend  advantages  to  these 
places  without  having  authority. 

158.  Would  the  feeling  of  tbe  Commissioners,  so 


Mr.  J. 
Campbell. 
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Mr.  Martin 
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far  as  you  know,  bo  in  favour  of  Laving  tbe  sanitai-y 
jurisdiction  transferred  from  tLe  Board  of  Guardians 
to  the  Town  Commissioners? — I believe  it  would.  I 
am  almost  certain  it  would. 

150.  Are  they  aware  there  is  a provision  in  the 
Public  Health  Act  of  last  session  enabling  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  do  so  ? — I think  so. 

160.  But  they  have  taken  no  step  yet? — No. 

161.  Would  the  feeling  of  the  Commissioners  be  in 
favour  of  having  the  control  over  the  roads  and  bridges 
transferred,  if  practicable,  to  the  municipal  authority  ? 
— I could  not  say. 

162.  Do  you  know  are  they  aware  there  is  power  to 
do  that  in  the  case  of  Urban  Sanitary  Authorities  ? — 
No. 

163.  Mr.  Egan. — Would  that  give  the  power  of  tax- 
ation over  the  whole  ? 

164.  Mr.  O’Brien. — No.  The  arable  lands  brought 
in  are  only  assessed,  at  present,  on  one-fourth.  You 
think  there  is  no  doubt  they  are  in  favour  of  having 
the  sanitary  jurisdiction  extended  ? — I have  no  doubt 
of  it. 

165.  Are  you  aware  that  the  outlying  districts, 
which  now  have  to  bear  their  full  share  of  the  sanitary 
rate,  will,  if  they  are  brought  into  the  municipal  dis- 
trict, be  liable  to  only  one-fourth  ? — I believe  that’s  so. 


166.  And  that  would  not  alter  the  wish  n 

Commissioners  ?— No.  “ the 

167.  Mr.  Egan. — Are  you  aware  that  if  theoccu 

piers  outside  are  transferred  to  tiie  Town  Comm'- 
sioners,  they  will  have  to  pay  all  the  taxes,  while 
present  the  landlord  pays  half  ? — Yes.  ’ a 

168.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  know  in  the  case  of  the 

poor  rate  the  occupier  deducts  half  from  the  landlord  t 
— I am  aware  of  that. 

169.  And  that  the  rates  made  by  the  Commissioners 

are  charged  on  the  occupier  ?— Yes,  and  not  on  tl» 
landlord. 

170.  And  even  that  would  not  chauge  your  opinion ! 
— No. 

171.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  that  in  their 
report  the  Parliamentary  Committee  have  not  only 
recommended  an  inquiry  into  the  boundaries  of  tonus 
but  also  that  the  rates  should  be  divided?— No  I 
could  not  say. 

172.  Then  even  if  the  incidence  of  the  rate  con- 
tinued as  at  present  they  would  still  desire  the  change  ? 
— We  would  still  desire  it. 

173.  Are  you  aware  of  any  matters  that  have  ever 
been  put  aside  or  delayed  in  consequence  of  its  being 
found  they  would  constitute  too"  heavy  a charge  on  the 
present  area? — No,  I have  not,  for  there  never  was 
any  necessity  for  it. 


Mr.  John  M'Carthy  examined. 


174.  You  are  one  of  the  Commissioners? — Yes,  sir. 

175.  And  you  concur  in  the  view  of  the  other  Com- 
missioners in  favour  of  extension  ? — Decidedly. 

176.  What  are  the  grounds  on  which  you  are  in 
favour  of  it  ? — I think  there  are  certain  advantages 
derived  by  these  people  within  a certain  distance  of 
the  town  for  which  they  should  pay  something. 

177.  What  are,  in  your  opinion,  the  advantages 
they  participate  in? — For  instance,  they  have  certain 
footpaths  made  out,  aud  they  resort  here  for  their 
markets  and  fairs,  and  they  derive  more  advantage 
than  the  people  from  a greater  distance  for  lighting 
and  so  on. 

17S.  Do  the  outlying  districts  derive  any  advantage 

in  the  way  of  schools  in  the  town? — Yes,  the  majority 
send  in  their  children  to  the  local  schools  about  the 
town. 

179.  Do  you  agree  with  the  evidence  of  the  other 
witnesses  that  the  electoral  division  of  Loughrea 


would  be  a fair  line  to  take,  the  opinion  of  the  Par- 
liamentary Committee  being  that,  if  possible,  the 
municipal  and  poor  law  areas  should  be  made  coter- 
minous, and  do  you  think  it  would  meet  the  views  of 
your  hotly  if  the  electoral  division  were  adopted  as  the 
municipal  district? — I believe  that  that  is  the  wish  of 
the  Commissioners. 

180.  Assuming  the  feeling  of  Parliament  to  he,  as 
expressed  in  the  Committee’s  roport,  that  care  should 
be  taken  to  make  the  municipal  and  poor  law 
boundaries  coterminous,  would  it  be  sufficient  to  meet 
the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  of  Loughrea  if  the 
electoral  division  boundary  was  adopted  ? — The  elec- 
toral division  would  not  extend  to  the  places  Mr. 
Egan  mentioned. 

181.  Arc  there  places  outside  the  electoral  division 
that  participate  in  the  advantages  and  yet  would  be 
excluded  ? — I think  there  are.  JL  thiuk  Curheen  and 
other  places  would  he  excluded. 

182.  And  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake? — Yes. 


Mr.  Patrick  Egan  recalled,  and  further  examined. 


. 183-  Mr.  O’Brien.— You  have  heard  the  evidence 
given  as  regards  the  adoption  of  the  electoral  division  ? 
— Yes. 

184.  Are  there  any  townlands  lying  in  proximity 
to  the  town  and  deriving  the  same  advantages  that 
would  not  be  included  by  adopting  the  electoral 
division  boundary?— There  are  several— Curheen, 
Cahercrea  East,  Grangepark,  Glenaclara,  and  Grange. 

185.  In  what  electoral  division  are  these?— Aille. 

186.  Within  what  radius  are  these?— About ‘two 
miles. 

187.  It  would  be  fair  then,  you  thiuk,  to  introduce 
these  townlands  in  addition  to  the  electoral  division 
boundary  were  it  followed  1— Yes.  In  addition  to  the 
electoral  division  they  should  be  included 

188.  But  are  there  not  other  portions  of  the  elec- 


toral division  of  Aille  at  a considerable  distance  from 
the  town  ? — Yes. 

189.  How  far  off? — About  six  miles. 

190.  So  that  you  would  not  suggost  that  the  whole 
of  that  division  of  Aille  should  .be  introduced  ? — No. 
Of  course  the  lake  represents  so  many  acres  of  land 
lost  to  the  town.  Would  you  ask  Mr.  Campbell 
about  transferring  the  powers  from  the  Board  to  the 
Commissioners?  Would  the  expense  of  waterworks 
follow  the  transfer  if  there  is  a loan  obtained  for  the 
purpose  ? 

Mr.  O’Brien. — Yes,  all  liabilities  would  follow,  and 
the  Commissioners  would  have  to  take  all  the  sanitary 
authority.  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1878, 
section  7,  the  Local  Government  Board  have  power 
to  grant  a provisional  order  making  the  transfer,  and 
if  application  be  made  to  them  they  will  deal  with  it. 


Mr.  Martin  Tarpey, 

I concur  in  the  views  of  the  other  Commissioners. 
191.  Mr.  O’Brien- — Are  you  in  favour  of  having 
portion  of  tbe  townlands  of  Aille  brought  in  ? — I a«ree 


Town  Commissioner,  examined. 

•with  the  Commissioners.  Whatever  they  suggest  I 
would  make  no  objection. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 
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TUAM.— THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  12th,  1878. 
Before  Messrs.  W.  P.  O’Brien  and  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e. 


Dec.  13, 1878, 


Mr.  War.  Gannon  examined. 


1 Mr.  O'Brien. — You  are  the  Chairman  of  the 
Town  Commissioners  ? — I am. 

2.  The  town  of  Tuara  is  under  the  Act  the  17th 
and  18th  of  Victoria,  chap.  103,  commonly  known  as 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? — Yes. 

3.  In  what  year  was  that  Act  adopted  ? — I cannot 
exactly  say.  I think  it  was  in  the  year  1855,  but  the 
Minute  Book  will  snpjdy  the  exact  date. 

4.  Had  the- town  previously  been  under  the  9tli  of 
George  IV.  7— It  had. 

5.  It  was  transferred  then  to  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act  ? — Yes.  The  AcC  of  George  IV.  was 

allowed  to  drop  in  the  month  of  July,  and  in  Novem- 
ber of  the  same  year  the  town  was  placed  under  the 
17th  and  ISth  of  Victoria,  chapter  103. 

6.  Was  the  Act  then  adopted  in  its  entirety  for  all 
purposes,  including  the  supply  of  water,  or  only  in 
part? — For  all  purposes. 

7.  Including  a water  supply? — Yes. 

8.  Mr.  Cotton. — That  memorial,  I suppose, 

describes  tbe  boundaries  ? — This  (pointing  to  an  entry 
in  the  -Minute  Boole)  is  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Griffith. 
That  is  the  boundary  we  were  working  in. 

9.  Are  they  the  boundaries  under  which  you  are 
working  at  present? — Yes;  that  is  it.  They  are. 

10.  Mr.  O’Brien. — I believe  in  the  existing  munici- 
pality, as  formed  in  1 855,  that  the  area  of  the  district, 
as  determined  at  that  time,  is  604  acres? — I don’t 
know. 

11.  Your  Board  have  expressed  an  opinion  that  the 
area  adopted  at  that  time  is  too  limited  ? — They  have. 

12.  Now,  can  you  state  the  grounds  rrpoir  which 
they  based  that  conclusion? — Well,  first  and  fore- 
most— 

13.  What  is  the  radius  in  miles?  How  far  does  the 
existing  boundary  extend  from  the  central  point  of  the 
town  1 — It  does  not  extend  a mile  on  any  side. 

14.  Does  it  extend  more  than  half  a mile? — Yes,  it 
is  more  than  half  a mile. 

15.  It  does  not  comprehend  a radius  of  a mile  from 
the  centre  of  the  town  ? — No,  it  does  not  in  any  case. 

16.  At  the  present  time,  the  entire  of  the  munici- 
pality included  within  the  Tuanr  electoral  division  ? 
—Yes,  the  entire  of  it.  The  Tuatu  electoral 
division  comprises  a great  deal  more  than  the 
municipal  area.  The  Tuaui  electoral  division  on  one 
side  runs  out  nearly  three'  miles ; on  another  side,  I 
suppose  it  runs  nearly  two  miles,  and  in  other  direc- 
tions better  than  a mile,  aud  in  another  direction  not 
fully  half  a mile. 

17.  I suppose  you  are  not  in  a position  to  state 
exactly  what  the  area  of  the  electoral  division  is? — 
No. 

18.  At  all  events  it  is  very  considerably  more  than 
the  municipal  area? — Considerably  more. 

19.  Your  Board  having  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  existing  limits  require  to  be  extended,  wbat  area 
do  they  contemplate  ought  to  be  substituted  for  the 
present  one? — Some  consider  that  it  ought  to  be 
about  the  same  as  it  was  when  the  town  was  under 
the  9th  of  George  IV. 

20.  What  was  that? — One  mile. 

21.  A radius  of  a mile? — Yes.  Others  consider 

that  the  boundary  ought  to  be  a mile,  and  others 
that  they  should  not  extend  so  much,  because  it 
would  compromise  the  rights  of  those  who  hold  what 
are  called  town  parks  for  compensation  tor  distur- 
bance. That  is  the  only  difference. 

22.  How  many  members  are  there  on  your  Board 
of  Town  Commissioners  1 — Fifteen. 

23  What  is  the  opinion  of  the  majority  with  re- 


ference to  an  extension  of  the  present  boundary— 
wbat  is  their  view  ?— My  impression  is  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Board  consider  that  it  should  be  a mile. 
I am  not,  however,  very  positive  of  that,  because  the 
matter  has  not  been  sufficiently  considered,  and  the 
point  tested,  but  that  is  my  opinion. 

24.  The  present  area,  I take  it  for  granted,  cuts 
the  townlands  in  some  cases  ?— Yes,  it  does ; but  not 
in  very  many.  But  the  great  thing  that  we  complain 
of  is  that  there  is  no  defined  boundary,  because  it 
does  not  follow  the  townland  boundary,  nor  does  it  de- 
fine anything  clearly. 

25.  What  was  the  guiding  principle  observed  when 
framing  the  present  boundaries? — I could  not  say. 

26.  At  all  events,  as  a matter  of  fact,  they  did  not 
follow  the  townland  boundaries.  They  are  consider- 
ably cut  ? — I would  not  like  to  say  to  wbat  extent 
they  are  cut. 

27.  At  all  events  we  may  take  for  granted  that  the 
townland  boundaries  are  not  observed;  they  are  cut 
in  several  instances  1 — Yes. 

2S.  Assuming  that  to  be  so,  you  have  mentioned 
the  view  of  the  majority  of  the  Board  of  Town  Com- 
missioners to  he  in  favour  of  a radius  of  about  a mile, 
and  you  have  given  us  the  radius  of  the  existing  elec- 
toral division  which  you  said  in  one  direction  is  three 
miles,  in  another  direction  two  miles,  and  in  another 
direction  half  a mile? — The  northern  is  about  two 
miles  Irish,  or  very  nearly  so ; the  southern  is  about  a 
mile  and  a quarter  Irish.  I am  now  taking  the  vil- 
lage of  Gloontuagh,  and  that  goes  about  a mile  and  a 
quarter  from  where  we  are  now  (the  Town  Hall) — on 
the  east  side  it  is  three  miles,  and  on  the  west  it  is 
something  about  very  nearly  a mile. 

29.  The  boundary  of  the  electoral  division  on  the 
west  is  what  ? — The  west  is  over  two  miles  Irish.  It 
takes  in  Killy  lane,  and  leaves  the  townland  of  Cloon- 
tuagh  outside. 

30.  Is  the  portion  of  the  electoral  division  lying 
outside  the  existing  municipal  area  studded  with  in- 
habited houses  ? — Outside  the  municipal  district  — 


yes. 

31.  Is  it  thickly  populated  ?— There  is  a great  deal 
cf  the  population  at  Cloontuagh. 

32.  There  are  numerous  inhabited  houses  included 
between  tbe  electoral  division  boundaries  and  the 
boundaries  of  the  municipal  area  ? — Yes. 

33.  Of  course  you  don’t  know  what  the  number  of 
ratepayers  in  the  municipality  or  in  the  portion  be- 
tween the  municipal  boundary  and  tbe  electoral 
divisional  boundary  may  be  ? — I do  not  know. 

34.  Do  you  consider,  from  your  knowledge  of  the 
district,  that  the  resident  inhabitants  of  that  portion 
of  the  boundary  lying  between  the  electoral  and  muni- 
cipal boundaries— the  portion  surrounding  the  muni- 
cipal and  inside  the  electoral  division  boundary— do 
you  think  they  derive  advantage  from  their  proximity 
to  the  town  of  Tuam  l— Of  course  they  do. 

35  What,  in  your  opinion,  do  those  advantages 
consist  of?  What  you  mean  to  say  I suppose  is  that 
their  land  is  enhanced  in  value  by  reason  of  its 
proximity  to  tbe  market  town  ?— Of  course  it  is. 

36.  Is  Tuam  lighted  with  gas  ? — Yes. 

37.  And  supplied  with  water  ? — Yes. 

38  Do  the  people  of  the  district  to  which  1 am 
referring,  by  reason  of  their  frequently  resorting  to 
the  town-do  you  consider  that  they,  in  some  measure, 
participate  in  those  advantages  ?— Yes. 

39  Do  they  derive  advantages  from  any  of  toe 
schools  of  the  tosm  foe  their  children  I— Y«,  they  do. 

40.  Assuming  the  view  of  the  House  of^  Commons 


Mr.  William 
Gannon. 
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Toam.  to  be  that  it  is  desirable,  ou  grounds  of  general  policy, 
Dec.  12, 3878.  to  assimilate  the  municipal  to  the  poor-law  boundaries, 
Mr  william  °r’  as  ^ *s  ca^ec^  ma^e  them  coterminous,  do  you 
Gannon. ' " think  the  Commissioners  would  see  any  objection  to 
substituting  for  the  present  area  the  electoral  division 
of  Tuam  as  at  present  constituted  ? — I do  not  know. 
I think  it  would  be  rather  wide.  I think  it  would 
be  unnecessary  to  send  it  out  so  far.  I would  not 
consider  it  necessary  to  send  it  so  far  out. 

41.  Are  there  many  town-parks  held  by  residents 
of  Tuam  1 I mean  accommodation  lands  ? — There  ai-e, 
but  not  as  many  as  there  might  be,  because  the  pro- 
prietors of  those  places  have  taken  them  up  and  kept 
them  for  themselves. 

42.  As  a rule,  are  those  accommodation  lands  situated 
within  the  municipal  boundary,  or  outside  of  it? — 
Outside. 

4.3.  What  radius  would  bring  these  within  the  muni- 
cipality ? — It  would  not  take  a radius  of  a mile. 

44.  The  radius  you  suggest  would  take  in  all  these 
town-parks  1 — Yes. 

45.  It  would  bring  in  all  the  accommodation  lands  1 
— It  would. 

46.  The  Town  Commissioners  are  not  the  sanitary 
authority  for  Tuam  ? You  are  not  the  urban  sanitary 
authority ; you  have  not  the  necessary  population  ? — 
No. 

47.  I observe,  from  this  return  (the  list  of  queries 
sent  by  the  Municipal  Boundaries  Commissioners  to 
the  Tuam  Town  Commissioners,  and  the  answers  to 
them)  which  I have  before  me,  that  in  answer  to  the 
question,  “ What  were  the  poundage  rates  for  munici- 
pal purposes  within  the  last  five  years'?”  the  column 
headed  “ municipal  ” remains  blank  for  the  five  years. 
Have  you  never  had  any  municipal  rate  ? — Never. 

48.  What  does  your  municipal  expenditure  annually 
amount  to  ? — I really  could  not  say. 

49.  Speaking  rouglily — lighting,  paving,  and  every- 
thing—what  is  your  total  expenditure  as  Town  Com- 
missioners 1—1  am  not  sure.  I should  think  about 
£300  a year. 

50.  In  what  way  is  that  expenditure  met,  as  you 
don’t  make  any  rate  for  ordinaiy  municipal  expendi- 
ture—in  what  way  are  the  funds  supplied  1 — By  the 
receipts  from  tolls  at  fairs  and  markets. 

51.  Is  the  entire  of  your  expenditure  supplied  in 
that  way  ? — Yes. 

52.  What  income  do  you  derive  from  the  sources 
you  have  named  1— It  varies,  but  on  an  average  for  the 
last  ten  or  fifteen  years — I do  not  recollect— but  I think 
it  amounted  to  £500  a year. 

53.  It  has  always  proved  adequate  to  meet  the  ex- 
penditure 1 — Yes. 

54.  Have  you  been  restrained  by  insufficiency  of  in- 
come, at  any  time,  from  making  municipal  improve- 
ments, or  improvements  that  you  considered  it  desk- 
able  to  make  1 — I promised,  when  the  old  corporation 
was  put  out,  that  we  should  never  have  a rate  levied, 
and  having  done  that  I always  resisted  it,  and  there 
never  was  a rate,  and  one  of  the  consequences  of  that 
was  the  whole  of  the  flagging  of  the  town  had  to  be 
done  piecemeal. 

55.  As  a matter  of  fact  are  there  any  municipal  im- 
provements which  were,  on  general  grounds,  deemed 
advisable  — are  there  any  of  those  remaining  un- 
touched, because  it  would  involve  the  necessity  of 
making  a rate  1— Yes,  the  water  supply. 

56.  The  Board  of  Guardians  now  supply  you  with 
water! — No,  the  water  is  supplied  from  the  river. 

57.  Were  you  formerly  prevented  from  taking  any 
steps  in  regard  to  a water  supply?-  -No,  we  were  not : 
but  I am  anxious  to  state  that  we  were  prepared  to  get 
up  a company,  formed  with  the  object  of  supplying  the 
town  with  water,  but  there  was  a quarrel  about  it,  and 
we  became  embarrassed  and  lost  the  opportunity. 

58.  There  are  then  no  particular  improvements  at 
the  present  time  lying  uudone,  merely  in  consequence 

of  an  insufficiency  of  income  to  carry  them  out? It 

does  not  strike  me  that  there  are.  We  are  doing  all 
by  degrees. 


59.  How  long  is  it  that  sanitary  matters  have 
been  under  the  coutrol  of  the  Town  Commissioners?!! 
Since  1874. 


GO.  The  Board  of  Guardians  are  the  rural  sanitarr 
authority  ? — Yes,  but  the  sanitary  matters  were  inti'' 
hands  of  the  Commissioners  for  some  time.  e 

61.  Since  the  Local  Government  Act  of  187  j 
it  is  merged  in  the  Board  of  Guardians  as  the  rural 
sanitary  authority,  lmt  are  the  Commissioners  aware 
that  notwithstandinglthat  under  the  new  Public  Health 
Act  the  general  law  of  the  country  remains  still  un 
changed,  namely,  that  in  the  cases  of  all  towns  where 
the  population  does  not  exceed  6,000,  unless  where 
there  arc  corporate  towns  or  towns  incorporated  under 
local  Acts,  that  the  sanitary  authority  merges  in  the 
Board  of  Guardians — arc  they  aware  that  under  the 
41st  and  42nd  of  Victoria,  chapter  52,  section  7,  power 
is  now  given  to  the  Local  Government,  by  Provisional 
Order — 


_ 1!  To  separate  from  a rural  sanitary  district  any  town  or 
district  wholly  situate  therein,  in  which  there  shall  town  or 
township  commissioners  under  any  Act  of  Parliament 
whether  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  district,  shall 
be  more  or  less  than  6,000,  and  to  constitute  it  an  urban 
sanitary  district  to  be  thereafter  subject  to  all  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  affecting  urban  sanitary  districts,  or  to  include 
any  such  town  or  district  wholly  situate  in  a rural  sanitary 
district  in  any  adjoining  urban  sanitary  district,  which,  when 
so  included  in  such  urban  sanitary  district,  shall  be  subject 
to  all  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  constituting  the  urban 
authority  of  such  urban  sanitary  district,  and  to  all  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Act  affecting  urban  sanitary  districts ; and 
the  8 aid  Board  shall  likewise  have  power  by  Provisional 
Order,  to  add  any  town  or  township  under  this  Act  consti- 
tuted an  urban  sanitary  authority  to  the  rural  sanitary  dis- 
trict in  which  it  is  situated  to  be  subject  theroafler  to  all 
provisions  of  this  Act  affecting  rural  sanitary  districts.  No 
such  Provisional  Order  shall  be  made  except  on  petition 
from  one  or  other  of  the  towns,  townships,  or  districts 
affected  by  such  Order,  nor  in  the  event  of  any  objection 
being  taken  by  any  person  affected  thereby  until  after  one 
local  inquiry.” 

Are  they  aware  that  there  is  this  power  to  transfer 
the  sanitary  authority  to  Town  Commissioners  where 
they  exist  ? — I am  not  aware. 

62.  Has  any  application  been  made  by  your  body 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  that  section  ? 
— No,  not  exactly.  They  have  not  done  so,  nor  have 
the  Guardians,  but  each  arc  anxious  to  have  it  changed. 

63.  Yon  think  they  are  both  anxious  ? — Yes,  I know 
they  are  both  anxious. 

64.  They  are  aware,  I presume,  that,  constituted  as 
yon  are  now,  the  entire  sanitary  expenditure  incurred 
is  charged  equally  on  all  descriptions  of  property,  that 
there  is  no  graduating  scale  as  regards  poor  law  rating, 
but  that  all  properties  are  to  be  rated  alike — they  are 
aware  of  that  ?— Yes. 

65.  Are  both  bodies  aware  also  that  under  the  226th 
section  of  the  Public  Health  Act  of  last  session,  a 
difference  is  made  as  to  this  in  the  rating  of  urban 
sanitary  authorities.  The  section  I may  as  well  read 
to  you,  it  states — 

“ Provided  that  where  any  such  rate  shall  be  made  and 
levied  by  any  Corporation,  Commissioners,  or  persons  be- 
coming at  any  time  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  the  Urban 
Sanitary  Authority,  all  lands  used  as  arable,  meadow,  or  pas- 
ture grounds  only,  or  as  woodlands  or  market  gardens  or 
nursery  grounds,  and  all  lands  covered  with  water  and  used 
as  a canal,  and  any  tow-path  of  the  same,  and  all  lands  used 
as  a.  railway  constructed  under  the  powers  of  any  Act  of 
Parliament  for  public  conveyance,  shall  be  assessed  and 
liable  in  the  proportion  of  one-fourth  part  only  of  the  net 
annual  value  of  such  lands  respectively.’’ 

Are  they  aware  that,  in  the  event  of  this  transfer 
being  effected  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  them- 
selves, one  of  the  consequences  of  it  would  be  toalter  the 
incidence  of  sanitary  taxation  to  the  extent  recited  by 
the  section  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  that  I have  just 
read  to  yon  ? — I don’t  know  that  they  are. 

66.  That  being  the  law,  would  that  alter,  as  far  as 
you  can  tell,  the  views  of  the  Commissioners  on  the 
subject? — -I  don’t  know,  it  would  not  alter  mine. 
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1 -nk  it  is  but  fail-  ancl  proper  that  those  who  derive 
benefits  from  the  proximity  of  the  town  should  pay 

ta  fiT  You  do  not  consider  that  that  difference  in  the 
incidence  of  the  rating  would  create  any  difficulty  ?— 

T really  don’t  know  whether  it  would  or  would  not ; 
but  my  opinion  is  that  it  should  not ; hut  of  course  I 
cannot  speak  for  others. 

68  Are  you  aware  that  under  the  iUbth  section  ot 
the  same  Act  there  is  power  now  also  vested  in  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  transfer  from  the  Grand 
Jury  to  municipal  bodies,  being  also  Urban  Sanitary 
Authorities,  the  control  of  their  roads,  bridges,  and 
footpaths,  and  all  public  works  within  the  municipal 
^eaV-I  do  not  know  whether  the  people,  speaking 
generally,  are  aware  of  that,  but  I myself  am  aware 

69.  You  do  not  know,  I suppose,  whether  there 
is  as  regards  Tuain,  a desire  that  there  should 
be  such  a transfer  ? — I could  not  answer  that  question 
definitely.  Some  people  have  expressed  a desire  that 
there  should  be  the  transfer  you  have  named,  and 
others  have  expressed  a contrary  opinion. 

70.  You  are  not  in  a position  to  say  whether  the 
change  is  desirable  or  not? — I cannot  say. 

71.  You  cannot  say  whether  the  desire  of  the  Town 
Commissioners  to  obtain  that  transfer  would  depend 
upon  whether  or  not  those  county  works,  upon  being 
so  transferred  would  ho  charged  on  all  properties 
equally,  or,  in  the  event  of  its  becoming  municipal  ex- 
penditure, be  only  charged  on  certain  descriptions  of 
property,  at  one-fourth  ? — I consider  it  would  not  he 
fair  to  make  houses  in  the  town  pay  four  times  as  much 
as  those  rural  properties. 

72.  And  do  you  include  grass  lands  in  that  observa- 
tion 1— Why,  grass  lands  cost  less,  and  all  the  same 
benefits  arise. 

73.  Then  do  I understand  it  to  be  your  opinion  that 
if  the  Grand  Jury  powers  wore  transferred  to  the  Town 
Commissioners  sill  property  should  be  rated  alike? — 
Yes,  I think  so. 

74.  That  it  should  be  a simple  transfer,  but  that 
there  should  bo , no  alteration  in  the  scale  of  rating 
made? — Yes. 

75.  Can  you  tell  me  what  is  the  feeling  of  the  rate- 
payers outside  the  municipal  area,  who  would  be 
affected  and  brought  inside,  the  boundary,  it  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Commissioners  to  make  the  radius  a mile 
was  earned  out  ? What  is  the  feeling  of  the  outsiders  ? 
— I don’t  know.  I do  not  see  what  objection  they  could 
have  to  being  brought  inside  the  municipal  boundary 
when  we  have  so  much  corporate  property.  I don’t 
know  whether  I ought  to  speak  with  positive  certainty 
with  regard  to  it,  but  I believe  we  need  levy  no  rate  for 
any  purpose, for  I think  the  property  is  amply  sufficient. 

76.  You  think  the  people  outside  would  have  no 
objection? — I don’t  think  they  ought  to  liavc  any  ob- 
jection. 

77.  Is  that  property  that  you  have  mentioned  as 
derivable  from  tolls  and  customs — is  that  income 
likely  to  increase  or  to  diminish  ? — As  a matter  of  fact, 
it  has  increased  considerably. 

78.  In  what  time  ? — It  has  increased  since  the  time 
of  the  Act  of  George  IV.  The  fans  have  very  con- 
siderably increased  by  reason  of  the  fair  green  and 
all  those  accommodations  being  granted.  The  October 
fair  at  Tuam  is  at  least  what  it  was  originally. 


70.  You  do  not  contemplate  that  there  is  likely  to 
be  anyr  necessity  for  a rate  at  all  ? — No. 

SO.  Under  the  circumstances  the  people  outside 
should  not  object  ?— So  I think.  The  Commissioner 
have  made  a change  in  the  whole  face  of  the  town. 
Wlien  the  Commissioners  were  elected, and  acted  under 
the  provisions  of  the  9th  of  George  IV.,  we  had  no 
footways,  or  sewerage,  or  anything  of  that  kind.  All 
these  things  have  been  done  since,  and  our  funds  are 
enabling  us  to  do  a great  deal  moi-e  besides,  and  yet  I 
do  not  think  there  will  be  any  rate. 

81.  In  the  case  of  the  electoral  division  do  you 
think  the  people  in  the  furthest  portions  of  it  would 
object  to  an  extension  of  the  boundary  so  far  '1 — They 
might ; I did  not  make  any  inquiries  as  to  that.  I 
could  not  give  you  auy  information  on  that  point.  I 
myself  think  it  would  he  extending  the  boundary'  out 
too  far. 

82.  Mr.  Cotton. — Is  there  any  map  showing  the  ex- 
isting area,  or  one  showing  the  area  they  are  desirous 
of  substituting  ? — No ; we  had  a map,  but  we  lent  it  to 
the  railway  company,  and  we  never  got  it  back. 

83.  You  have  no  map  showing  the  existing  areas, 
and  what  you  propose  to  substitute  ? — No. 

84.  Mr.  O’Brien. — I presume  in  recommending  a 
radius  of  a mile  you  proposed  that  the  townland 
boundary  should  be  strictly'  followed? — Indeed,  in 
some  places  it  might  not  be  possible ; for  instance,  if 
you  take  it  on  the  Dublin-road.  Tliei-e  a small  portion 
of  Mr.  O’Hara's  property'  would  be  taken  in ; that 
might  be  avoided  by  coming  closer  in. 

85.  The  view  of  Parliament  being  that  the  Poor 
Law  boundaries  should  be  assimilated  to  the  municipal 
boundaries — that  being  the  case  do  you  conceive  your- 
self any  difficulty  in  so  far  carrying  out  their  views  as 
to  make  the  townland  the  unit  for  municipal  purposes 
in  every  instance? — I do  not  quite  understand  your 
question. 

S6.  Bo  yon  see  any  difficulty',  supposing  a radius  of 
about  a mile  is  taken,  and  seeing  that  the  House  of 
Commons  Committee  have  expressly  stated  their  desire 
that  Poor  Law  and  municipal  boundaries  should  be  the 
same,  or,  as  it  is  called,  coterminous,  do  you  see  any 
objection  to  assimilating  them,  at  all  events  so  far  that 
in  forming  the  new  area  the  townland  should  be  fol- 
lowed in  every  instance  ? — I think  so,  where  practi- 
cable. 

87.  Can  you  mention  any  particular  instance  in 
which  there  will  be  any  practical  difficulty  in  making 
the  townland  the  boundary  for  municipal  purposes  and 
following  it  strictly?— Such  an  instance  does  not  occur 


to  me  just  now. 

88.  Mr.  Cotton. — "When  you  say  a mile  radius  do 
you  mean  an  Irish  mile  ? — Yes. 

80.  I see  on  the  map  the  village  of  Cloontuagh 
would  you  include  that?— A mile  would  include  that. 
It  would  take  all  the  lands  this  side  of  the  village  ; it 
would  take  a portion  of  the  village  itself,  but  I think 
there  would  be  some  of  the  lands  of  that  village  outside 
the  mile. 

90  Mr  O’Brien. — In  addition  to  the  specific 
answers  you  have  given  to  the  questions  put  to  you, 
is  there  anv  other  suggestion  you  would  desire  to 
submit  in  relation  to  the  matters  which  form  the 
subject  of  the  present  inquiry  ?— No,  I think  not. 


TlAM. 

Dec-  12, 1378. 

Mr.  William 
GaaDon 


Mr.  John  Lyons  examined. 


Mr.  John 


91.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  the  Clerk  to  the  Town 
Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

92.  How  long  have  you  occupied  that  position  1 — 

Something  over  two  years.  . 

93.  Am  I correct  in  assuming  that  the  entire  town 
of  Tuam  is  included  within  the  electoral  division  of 
Tuam? — It  is,  I believe. 

94.  Can  you  give  us  the  statistics  of  the  electoral 


ivision— the  area,  population,  and  valuation  —I 

3 *95  I believe  the  area  of  the  Tuam  municipal  dis- 
■ict  is  604  acres  ? — I believe  so.  . 

96.  And  the  population  4,223?— Yes,  sir. 

97  And  the  valuation,  according  to  the  return  fur- 
isbed  to  me  is  £3,910.  The  return  of  the  valuation 
iadehy  the ’Commissioners  is  £3,918,  and  I.  presume 
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tcam.  the  difference  is  owing  to  some  revision.  The  return, 

Dec.  12, 1878.  as  furnished  to  me  by  the  Valuation  Office,  is  £3,910 ? 

Mr  John  — Yes,  sir. 

Lyons.  98.  Yon  have  hail  no  rates  of  any  kind? — Never, 

sir. 

99.  You  have  never  had  a rate? — Never. 

100.  Give  us  exactly  what  is  the  present  expendi- 
ture and  the  present  income  of  your  municipal  body  ? 
— I have  not  the  figures  just  at  present,  but  I can  get 
them  for  you. 

101.  Can  you  give  them  to  us  for  each  of  the  last 
five  years  ? — Yes. 

102.  During  the  year  1874  what  was  the  municipal 
income? — £612  10s.  9tf. 

103.  What  were  the  sources  from  which  that  was 
derived?  — It  was  derived  chiefly  from  tolls  and 
customs. 

104.  What  was  the  expenditure  of  that  year? — The 
expenditure  that  year  was  £816  7s.  2d.  There  was  a 
balance  due  to  the  Treasurer  in  that  year. 

105.  What  was  the  actual  sum  expended  in  that 
year? — £816  7s.  2d. 

106.  That  was  in  excess  of  your  income? — Yes, 
that  was  in  excess  of  our  income. 

107.  How  was  that  excess  provided  for? — It  was 
provided  for  in  this  way — there  was  a sum  of  £313 
8s.  6d.  due  by  the  Treasurer  to  the  Commissioners  from 
the  previous  year. 

10S.  Was  there  anything  exceptional  in  the  expen- 
diture that  year,  or  was  that  year  exceptionally  high  ? 
— I could  not  say. 

109.  What  were  the  purposes  to  which  that  expen- 
diture was  applied  ? — The  payment  of  officers’  salaries, 
to  pay  for  rent  of  the  fair  green,  to  pay  for  gaslight, 
to  pay  for  the  rent  of  this  Town  Hall  and  the  rent  of 
two  or  three  market  places,  to  pay  for  flagging  aucl 
paving  sometimes,  and  the  cleansing  of  the  streets. 

110.  The  cleansing  of  the  streets? — Yes,  and  also 
to  pay  for  fuel. 

111.  What  was  the  fuel  for? — It  was  for  the  Town 
Hall.  That  was  what  the  expenses  were. 

112.  You  were  not  at  that  period  the  sanitary 
authority — the  Town  Commissioners  were  not  the 
sanitary  authority? — No;  they  have  not  been  the 
sanitary  authority  since  1871. 

113.  Take  the  next  year,  1875 — was  there  any 
difference  in  that  year  ? What  were  the  receipts  and 
what  was  the  expenditure  in  1875  ? — The  receipts  for 
1875  were  £678  18s.  8 d. 

114.  What  was  the  expenditure  ? — I cannot  say  off- 
hand. 

115.  Will  you  be  able  to  furnish  us  with  a return 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  — Yes,  sir,  I will. 

116.  At  the  close  of  the  year  1878  how  did  you 


stand  : were  you  in  debt  or  in  credit? At  the  l 

of  the  year  1878  the  probable  balance  due  to  the 
surer  will  be  £216  16s.  3d.  lrea- 

117.  After  providing  for  your  expenses?— Yes 

118.  Can  you  state  how  many  townlands  are  wholl* 
and  how  many  townlands  are  partly  included  in  th 
municipal  district  ? — I do  not  know.  * 

119.  Have  you  any  statement  showing  the  town 

lands  included  in  the  municipal  area  ? We  have 

statement  in  the  book  showing  that. 

120.  How  many  townlands  are  wholly  situated 
within  the  municipal  district  ? — I could  not  sav. 

121.  Don’t  you  see  in  the  book  the  heading  “ Parts 

of”  ?— Yes,  T do.  There  are  thirteen  whole  townlands 
and  two  parts  of  townlands  included  in  the  municipal 
district.  1 

122.  Then  only  two  townlands  are  cut  ?— That  is  all 
according  to  the  valuation  return. 

123.  You  are  quite  sure  there  are  only  two  town- 
lands  divided  ? — There  are  only  two  marked  here  in 
the  book  “ part  of’ — Curraghcrccn  and  Halfstraddle. 

124.  The  other  thirteen  townlands  do  not  appear  to 
be  divided  ? — No,  sir. 

125.  Do  you  think  you  can  furnish  us  with  a return 
giving  the  names  of  each  of  these  townlands,  and 
showing  their  valuation  and  area? — Yes,  sir. 

12G.  The  Town  Commissioners  have  expressed  an 
opinion  in  favour  of  having  a larger  area? — Yes,  sir 
they  have. 

127.  Did  they  agree  upon  any  particular  townlands 
which  they  proposed  should  form  the  new  municipal 
area  ? — They  did  not. 

1 28.  They  have  merely  agreed  in  general  terms  to 
the  principle  that  a radius  of  about  a mile  would  be  a 
reasonable  ono  to  adopt,  but  they  have  not  gone  into 
details  or  agreed  as  to  what  townlands  should  be  in- 
cluded within  that  radius  ? — They  have  not. 

129.  They  have  not  liad  under  consideration  any 
proposal  to  apply  for  a transfer  of  the  sanitary  func- 
tions to  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — They  have  not 
had  it  under  consideration.  It  has  been  spoken  of  in 
a cursory  manner,  hut  the  subject  lias  not  been  formally 
entertained  by  the  Commissioners. 

130.  They  have  not  either,  I suppose,  considered 
any  proposal  to  seek  for  a transfer  of  the  Grand  Jury 
functions  in  the  matter  of  the  control  over  the  streets 
and  bridges  within  the  town  ? — They  have  not,  to  my 
knowledge. 

131.  According  to  the  answer  to  query  No.  5,  the 

poor  rates  for  the  last  five  years  have  been  4s.  2d.,  and 
3s.  id.  in  two  years,  and  3s.  7 d.  in  one  year.  Are  you 
aware,  or  have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  wliat  portion 
of  that  poor  rate  has  been  applied  to  sanitary  pur- 
poses ? — I don’t  know.  ' 


Mr.  Alexander 
Strachan. 


Mr.  Alexander  Strachan  examined. 


132.  You  are  a landed  proprietor? — Yes. 

133.  Within  the  borough  or  outside? — Within  tire 
borough. 

134.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  existing  bounda- 
ries ? — I am  very  nearly. 

135.  According  to  the  evidence  of  the  Town  Clerk 
it  appears  that  there  are  thirteen  whole  townlands  and 
two  parts  of  townlands  comprehended  within  the’  dis- 
trict. Is  that  correct  ? — No  ; it  is  incorrect. 

136.  In  what  respect,  please,  Mr.  Strachan,  is  it  in- 
correct ?— I will,  if  you  will  permit  me,  explain  how 
the  Town  Clerk’s  evidence  is  incorrect. 

137.  Certainly. — The  whole  of  Corralea  West  is  in 
it ; there  is  only  part  of  Curraghcreen  in  it.  Of  the 
Demesne  townland  there  is  only  one-fourth  in  it,  and  of 
Farrinabox  only  a part  of  it  in  it.  There  is  only  part 
of  Farrinamartin  in  it,  but  the  whole  of  Glebe  is  in  it. 
There  is  only  part  of  Halfstraddle ; there  is  only  part 
of  Killaloonty  in  it ; there  is  only  part  of  Park  Moor 
in  it;  there  is  only  part  of  Tirboy  in  it ; Townparks, 
first  division,  only  part  of  it  in ; Townparks,  second 
division,  all  in;  Townparks,  third  division,  all  in; 


Townparks,  fourth  division,  I think  that  is  all  in,  too— 
yes,  that  is  all  in. 

138.  Now  as  to  the  Townparks,  fifth  division?— 
Well,  only  part  of  the  fifth  division  of  the  Townparks 

is  in. 

139.  Then  there  are  several  cases  in  which  there  are 
only  parts  of  townlands  included? — Yes  ; it  could  not 
be  otherwise,  because  it  would  extend  out  in  parts  more 
than  a mile  and  a half  from  the  centre  of  the  town. 
I am  speaking  of  statute  miles. 

140.  Would  you  be  kind  enough  to  mention  any 
townland,  suppose  it  was  considered  desirable  that 
townlands  should  be  adopted  as  the  unit  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  municipal  area,  can  you  mention  any  town- 
land  where  a difficulty  would  arise  in  applying  that 
principle,  where  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  include  a 
townland  within  the  municipal  district  ? — In  the  very 
last  townland  I have  mentioned — the  fifth  division  of 
Townparks — that  would  arise. 

141.  What  would  the  difficulty  be  ? — Supposing  yon 
take  a mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town  as  the  limit  of 
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the  municipal  boundary,  tlien  it  would  take  in  very 
little  of  the  fiftli  division  of  Townparks  at  all. 

112.  Wlmt  would  be  the  distance  from  tlie  centre 
of  the  town  to  the  remotest  part  of  Division  No.  5? 
_I  think  very  nearly  two  English  miles. 

143.  Is  there  any  other  townland  where  the  same 
difficulty  would  arise  ? — It  would  occur  in  the  case  of 
the  Halfstraddle  division. 

144.  If  that  were  included,  what  would  be  the 
remotest  part  from  the  centre  of  thetowul — More 
than  a mile  and  a quarter. 

143.  Any  other  townland  where  the  same  difficulty 
would  arise? — It  would  arise  in  the  case  of  the 
demesne  lands  of  the  bishop.  It  would  also  affect 
1dm  j it  would  take  in  all  his  lands. 

146.  What  would  be  the  remotest  part  of  his  lands 
from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — Over  a mile ; nearly  a 


mile  and  a quarter. 

147.  The  only  difficulty  you  see  in  introducing 
these  townlands  and  their  entering  into  the  munici- 
pality would  be  tliat  it  would  operate  principally  in 
makiu"  the  radius  over  a mile  ? — Not  only  that,  but 
it  would  not  include  anything,  in  fact,  only  grass 
lands.  There  would  be  only  two  persons  having 
votes  included. 

148.  That  is  in  the  radius  of  a mile  ? — Yes,  sir. 

149.  If  the  townlands  were  all  introduced  it  would 
bring  in  more  ? — It  would  not  bring  in  any  move,  but 
it  would  add  more  taxation  to  the  parties. 

150.  Who  are  the  two  voters  of  whom  you  have 
spoken  ? — Mr.  Lydon  and  Mr.  William  Cloonan. 

151.  That  is  the  only  objection? — The  difficulty 
you  see  there  is  that  it  would  exceed  a distance  of 
a mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  and,  while  it 
would  subject  them  to  taxation,  it  would  bring  in  only 
two  additional  voters.  It  might  also  living  in  one 
from  Killaloonty.  I do  not  know  of  any  more. 

152.  With  respect  to  the  distance,  what  distance 
do  you  consider  Mi-.  Lydon’s  is  from  the  centre  of  the 
town  ? — I think  it  is  about  an  English  mile. 

153.  What  townhuul  is  that? — It  is  the  townland 
of  Tubra  Jar  lath. 

154.  You  say  Mi-.  Lydon’s  laud  is  about  a mile  ? — 
Yes,  about  a mole. 

155.  What  townland  is  it? — Tubra  Jarlath. 


156.  Would  the  whole  of  Tubra  Jarlath  be  brought 
in  in  a mile  radius  ? — Yes,  very  nearly  the  whole  of  it. 

157.  Have  you  any  property  outside  the  municipal 
radius? — I have. 

158.  Would  that  he  iucludcd? — It  would. 

159.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  the  mile 
radius  ? — No,  sir ; I am  against  it. 

160.  You  are  iu  favour  of  the  present  arrangement? 
— I would  rather  liavo  a circle  made  around  the  town. 
I would  propose  that  a half  mile  or  a three-quarters  of  a 
mile  circle  should  be  adopted. 

161.  You  would  be  in  favour  of  a fixed  radius,  ir- 
respective of  townlands — a hard  and  fast  line  repre- 
senting a certain  radius  ? — Yes,  sir. 

162.  What  radius  would  you  propose  ? — Half  a mile. 

163.  Is  not  the  present  radiu3  half  a mile? — It 
extends  half  a mile,  but  in  some  places  only  a quarter 
of  a mile. 

164.  You  think  the  present  irregular  boundary  un- 
satisfactory, and  would  substitute  for  it  a uniform  one, 
with  a radius  of  half  a mile  ? — Yes. 

165.  And  you  consider  that  sufficiently  large?— 
Yes ; it  would  be  sufficiently  large. 

166.  Would  that  bring  in  a large  rural  population? 
— It  would. 

167.  Would  the  arable  lands  be  chiefly  composed  of 
townparks? — Yes. 

168.  Accommodation  lands  ? — Yes,  sir. 

_ 169.  You  think  anything  outside  would  not  be  ad- 
visable?—I think  not. 

170.  Would  the  area  you  have  said  you  are  favour- 
able to,  would  that  area  shut  out  any  of  the  present 
municipality? — Very  little.  . 

171.  Where? — Well,  it  would  take  off  comers. 


172.  Would  it  take  off  any  other  part  ?— It  would 


take  off  part  of  Mr.  Kennedy’s. 
173.  Whore  is  Mr.  Kennedy’s  7- 
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1 1 L Would  it  takeoff  anything  else? — It  would  ?Ir-  Alex*i 
take  off  a small  portion  of  Tarkmoore.  * strachan. 

175.  Aliy  other  place  in  which  it  would  take  off 
anytluug  ? It  would  take  off  a small  portion  of  pro- 
perty m the  hands  of  Mr.  Concannen.  y 

. } TO“t  is  the  townland  J— It  is  the  tat  division 
of  the  townland  ot  Parks. 

177.  What  townland  1 — In  the  first  division  of 
lownparks. 

178.  Would  it  cut  off  any  other  part  now  within 
the  municipality  ? — I don’t  think  it  would. 

179.  Would  it  or  would  it  not  cut  off  the  far  end  of 
Famna  Martin,  and  part  of  Kiilaloonty  ?— I think  not 

180.  Supposing  that  in  the  case  of  all  these  town- 
lands  in  the  present  municipality  it  was  decided  that 
they  should  all  be  included  for  tbe  purpose  of  canyiug 
out  the  instructions  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee- 
supposing  all  these  townlands  were  to  be  included  in 
the  municipality,  arc  there  any  other  townlands  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  include  also  ?— There  are  a 
great  deal  all  round. 

181.  Name  any  other  townland,  if  these  were 
brought  in,  that  should  follow  ?— The  entire  of  Killa- 
loonty  should  be  brought  in. 

182.  Is  not  that  one  of  those  partly  in  now  ? — Yes. 

183.  Assuming  that  the  whole  of  these  townlands 
that  are  now  entering  either  wholly  or  partly  into 
the  municipal  district,  supposing  it  was  decided  to 
bring  the  whole  of  these  townlands  in,  are  there  any 
other  townlands,  which,  in  your  opinion,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  introduce  on  the  same  principle  in  making 
a uniform  rule  ? — Tubra  J arlath. 

184.  Are  there  any  others? — And  the  land  of  the 
Vicar’s  Choral. 

185.  Can  you  mention  any  other  townland? — 

Ballymoate ; then  a part  of  Drum. 

186.  Then  Dram  should  be  introduced  ? — I think 
so,  sir. 

187.  Can  you  mention  any  other? — Probably,  if 
you  included  the  whole  of  the  Bishop’s  demesne, 

Kilclogher  should  be  included. 

188.  Just  name  any  other  townland? — Garracloon. 

189.  Those  townlands  that  you  have  just  now 
enumerated  are  the  only  ones  that  occur  to  you  ? — 

Those  are  all. 

190.  If  those  townlands  were  included  with  those 
already,  wholly  or  in  part,  comprised  in  the  municipal 
boundary,  it  would  give  a radius  of  about  a mile  and 
a half  from  the  centre  of  the  town)  statute  measure  ? 

—Yes. 

191.  Does  it  not  appear  to  you  that  that  would 
be  reasonable?— No,  sir;  it  appears  to  me  to  be  veir 
unreasonable. 

192.  Do  not  the  people  within  that  radius  of  a 
mi  Ip.  and  a half— do  they  not  derive  some  advantages 
from  their  proximity  to  a good  market  town  like 
Tuam?  Tuam  is  a good  market  for  the  different 
descriptions  of  agricultural  produce.  Don’t  you 
think  that  that  in  itself  seems  to  be  a considerable 
advantage  to  them  ? — I do  not  see  that. 

193.  Do  the  children  of  the  persons  living  in  those 
places  resort  to  the  town  of  Tuam  for  purposes  of 
education  at  the  schools  ?— Some  do,  and  some  do  not 

194.  Those  people  resort  here,  I suppose,  on  fair 
days  atrul  market  days  a good  deal,  and  don’t  they 
participate  a good  deal  in  the  advantages  of  having 
the  town  flagged  and  lighted,  &c.  1— Yes,  they  would, 
if  it  was  done;  but  it  is  not  done. 

195  Is  the  land  within  that  radius  of  greater 
value  than  land  lying  further  off,  in  consequence  of  its 
proximity  to  the  town— does  not  that  fact  enhance  the 
value  of  land? — I don’t  think  it  does.  The  taxes 
are  greater  in  the  Tuam  electoral  division  than  m the 
division  outside. 

196  Assuming  that  the  sanitary  powers  were 
transferred  from  the  Board  of  Guardians,  who  at 
present  exercise  them,  to  the  municipal  body,  and  be- 
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tcam.  came  part  of  their  expenditure,  would  it  not  be  an 
Dec.  12,1878.  advantage  to  the  outlying  ratepayers  to  have  them  so 
Mr  Alexander  transferred  to  the  municipal  body,  because  instead  of 
Strachan.  having  to  contribute  the  full  amount  of  the  rate, 
they  would,  if  brought  in  within  the  municipal  dis- 
trict, have  these  funds  supplied  by  the  Corporate  in- 
come for  Corporate  expenditure,  or  in  case  of  a rate 
becoming  necessary,  they  would  only  have  to  be 
rated  to  the  extent  of  one-fourtli — would  not  that 
confer  an  advantage  on  them  ? — I do  not  think  it 
would. 

197.  Either  having  to  pay  no  sanitary  rate,  or  only 
part  of  the  sanitary  rate,  would  not  that  be  an  ad- 
vantage over  the  present  system,  under  which  they 
have  to  pay  the  full  rate? — I don’t  think  it  would. 

198.  Ts  their  any  other  observation  or  suggestion 
that  you  would  wish  to  make  ? — I only  suggest  that 
half  a mile  radius  would  be  enough. 

199.  Mr.  Cotton. — Assuming  that  the  whole  of 
these  townlands  that  are  enumerated  here  on  the  first 
page  of  the  valuation  return  were  all  brought  in  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  Parliamentary  in- 
struction, I ask  you  could  you  enumerate  any  town- 
land,  and  apply  the  same  rule — that  it  ought  to  be 
included  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  as  close  to  the 
centre  of  the  town,  and  derived  as  much  advantage 
as  those  included  within  the  proposed  boundary? — I 
think  Drum  is. 

200.  Are  you  aware  that  any  part  of  Drum  is 


within  a mile  of  the  centre  of  the  town  ? t ti- 

the very  edge  is. 

201.  Did  you  leave  out  the  townland  of  Pi- 

lungh  ?— No ; it  is  included  in  the  valuation  rew 
already.  m 

202.  Do  not  those  having  town  parks  and  fields  am] 
grazing  land  generally  derive  benefit  from  their  prT 
imity  to  Tuam  ? — No  ; I don’t  think  they  do.  * 

203.  Don’t  they  sell  milk  and  butter  and  things  of 
that  kind  in  the  town? — Some  do,  and  some  do  not 

204.  Is  not  Tuam  supplied  with  milk  and  butter 
from  those  grazing  lands  ?— -Yes. 

205.  Within  what  radius  are  those  grazing  lands! 

— Within  a radius  of  five  miles.  ° 

200.  Docs  any  person  at  a distance  of  more  than  a 
mile  and  a half  supply  milk  to  the  town  of  Tuam!— 
They  do ; but  I cannot  toll  you  who  they  are. 

207.  Who  arc  they  ?—  I cannot  reply  to  that  ques. 
tion  unless  the  answer  is  urgently  demanded  of  me. 

208.  You  may  as  well  state  who  they  are?— Veil 

the  Ridges,  of  Gurrancs,  they  supply  milk,  and  tie 
Bridges,  of  Peek — aud,  indeed,  all  the  people  of  Peek 
— supply  milk  to  the  town  of  Tuam. 

209.  Supply  milk? — Yes. 

210.  To  whom? — I shall  not  tell  yon  more  here 
sir ; hut  I will  furnish  you  with  the  names  of  the 
parties  to  •whom  they  supply  milk  if  you  require  that 
I should  do  so. 


Mr.  John 


Mr.  John  Morris  examined. 


211.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are,  I believe,  acting  as 
Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Union  ? — Yes. 

212.  Your  father  is  the  Clerk  of  the  Union,  I 
believe  ? — Yes. 


213.  Are  you  aware  what  the  area  and  and  valuta 
tion  of  the  electoral  division  of  Tuam  are  ? — The  area 
is  9,236  statute  acres,  2 roods,  and  4 perches,  and  the 
valuation,  according  to  the  last  revision,  is  £7,970 
12s. 


214.  How  many  townlands  are  included  within  the 
electoral  division? — Forty-nine  townlands,  and,  in- 
cluding the  postal  telegraph,  it  makes  it  fifty. 

215.  I observe  that  during  the  last  five  years,  Mr. 
Morris,  the  poor  rates  appear  to  have  ranged  between 
3s.  id.  and  4s.— in  1874,  4s.  ; in  1875,  4s.  ; in  187G, 
3s.  4 d.  ; and  in  1878,  3s.  7 d.  During  the  whole  of 
the  period  comprehended  by  that  series  of  years  the 
Board  of  Guardians  have  been  acting  as  the  Rural 
Sanitary  Authority  under  the  Local  Government 
Act  of  1871 1— Yes. 

216.  Can  you  say  what  proportion  of  the  rates  made 

were  rates  made  for  sanitary  purposes — how  much  ? 

I cannot  tell.  There  has  been  about  £8  expended  by 
the  Guardians. 

217.  How  much  is  made  up  of  sanitary  expendi- 
ture? — I cannot  tell  you  for  the  town  of  Tuam.  There 
was  no  rate  specially  struck  for  the  town  of  Tuam. 

218.  Have  you  struck  a special  rate  for  sanitary 
purposes  in  the  town  of  Tuam?— No;  because  the 
Town  Commissioners  expend  their  own  money  for  it. 

219.  Would  the  poundage— would  the  rates,  as  I 

have  quoted  them,  represent  the  entire  taxation? 

They  do. 

t 220.  What  was  the  part  devoted  to  sanitary  expen- 
diture ? — There  was  Id.  in  the  pound  struck  in  the 
rate  for  the  whole  union. 

221.  Do  you  make  the  whole  union  the  area  for  all 

the  sanitary  expenditure  ? Have  you  no  contributory 
districts  ? — We  have  now,  because  we  are  getting  up 
special  rates.  r 

222.  When  did  you  make  a special  rate  for  sanitary 
purposes  ? — The  year  before  last  for  Dunmore. 

223.  Was  any  portion  of  the  rate  of  3s.  Id.  for  the 
year  1878  levied,  or  was  any  pai-t  of  that  rate  devoted 


to  meet  sanitary  expenditure  ? — It  included  | d.  in  the 
pound  for  general  expenditure  under  the  Sanitary 
Acts,  but  not  specially  for  the  town  of  Tuam. 

224.  Was  there  a special  rate  for  Tuam? — No; 
there  was  not. 

225.  In  Tuam  you  have  not  been  carrying  out  any 
special  sanitary  works? — No ; we  have  not. 

226.  What  were  the  genoi-al  expenses? — They  were 
for  the  sanitary  staff — for  the  sanitary  officers. 

227.  Except  that  rate  of  ±d.  in  the  pound  for  general 
purposes,  you  have  had  no  special  sanitary  expendi- 
ture in  the  town  of  Tuam  in  1878  ?—  No. 

228.  Had  you  in  1877  ? — No. 

229.  Had  you  in  1876  ? — No. 

230.  Nor  in  1875 1— No,  sir. 

231.  'Had  you  in  1874  ? — No,  sir  ; not  in  the  divi 
sion  of  Tuam. 

232.  That  is  all  poor  l-ate  with  the  exception  of  this 
frf.  in  the  pound  for  general  sanitary  purposes? — That 
is  all. 

233.  Are  there  any  items  of  sanitary  expenditure 
that  have  been  pressed  on  the  attention  of  the  Guar 
dians  ? — There  have  been  matter’s  so  pressed  on  their 
notice. 

234.  What  was  the  nature  of  them? — Cleansing  the 
sewers — opening  them,  and  clearing  them  where  re- 
quired. 

235.  You  lrave  not  been  pressed  to  undertake  any 
large  works,  such  as  water  supply,  sewerage,  or  any- 
thing of  that  kind  ? — No ; we  have  not. 

236.  Are  the  Board  of  Guardians  aware  that  there 
is  now  power  to  transfer  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  under  the  Sanitary  Act  from  the  Rural 
to  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  under  provisional 
order  ? — They  are. 

237.  Has  the  subject  ever  been  considered  by  the 
Poor  Law  Board? — No;  the  Poor  Law  Board  have 
not  given  the  matter  consideration,  but  the  Town 
Commissioners  have  considered  it. 

238.  Then  you  don’t  know  whether  the  Board  of 
Guardians  are  or  are  not  in  favour  of  such  a trans- 
fer ? — The  fact  is,  they  have  not  considered  the  matter 
at  all. 
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Mr.  John  Cloran  examined. 


239.  You  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Tuam  ? — I am. 

240.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  to-day  by 
Mr.  Strachan  1 — I have. 

241.  Do  you  desire  to  offer  any  observation  iu  refer- 
ence to  it? — I would  prefer,  and  I believe  the  Com- 
missioners and  the  people  of  Tuam  would  prefer,  that 
the  boundaries  should  be  extended  a mile. 

242.  A radius  of  a mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town  1 
— Yes. 

243.  To  a mile? — Yes,  sir.  Of  course  you  know  I 
mean  as  near  as  we  could  go  to  that. 

244.  Do  you  propose  a hard  and  fast  line? — Ido 
not. 

245.  You  would  bend  so  as  to  correspond  with  the 
townland  boundaries  ? — Yes,  sir. 

246.  While  taking  a radius  of  a mile,  as  the  guid- 
ing principle,  you  would  not  be  in  favour  of  a hard 
and  fast  line,  you  would  bend  so  as  to  have  a fully 
known  and  satisfactory  denomination  such  as  those  of 
the  townlands  ? — Yes,  sir;  I believe  it  would  be  of 
advantage  to  the  people  of  the  town  and  suburbs.  I 
know  that  if  Mr.  Strachan’s  half-mile  circle  were 
adopted  he  would  stop,  as  far  as  the  map  goes,  at  Car- 
roll  House,  and  shut  out  a lot  of  houses  on  the  Gal- 
way-road  that  should  be  included  within  the  municipal 
boundary.  The  boundary  he  suggests  would  carefully 
shut  out  his  (Mr.  Strachan’s)  land  near  the  town. 

247.  Mention  the  situation  of  the  lands  of  Mr. 
Strachan  that  would  be  shut  out? — I do  not  know 
what  the  lands  in  Galway-road  are  that  would  be  shut 
out.  It  would  shut  out  his  lands  in  Bishop-street. 

248.  Following  that  mile  radius  would  shut  out 
Mr.  Strachan’s  lands  in  Bishop-street? — Yes,  sir.  On 
the  Ballagaddy-road  it  would  partly  shut  out  Mr. 
Strachan’s  land,  too. 

249.  At  what  distance  from  the  town  ? — A little 
more  than  half  a mile.  At  Tullinadaly-road  it  would 
shut  out  Mr.  Strachan’s  land,  too. 

250.  At  what  distance  from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? 
— About  half  a mile.  I believe  also  that  the  people 


in  the  suburbs,  and  within  a mile  or  two  of  Tuam  reap 
great  benefits  from  the  proximity  of  the  town.  ’ 

• Within  what  radius  would  you  say  that  benefit 

is  diSused  ? — Within  four  or  five  miles  certainly  Of 
course  the  nearer  to  the  town  the  greater  the  advan- 
tage. Mr.  Strachan  stated,  I believe,  that  the  people 
reaped  very  little  advantage  from  the  town,  and  he 
said  that  if  the  town  was  properly  paved  and  lighted 
they  would  derive  advantage.  I say  that  they  do  now 
derive  advantage  from  the  town. 

252.  Are  any  of  those  outlying  districts  supplied 

with  labour  from  the  residents  in  Tuam  ? Yes  sir. 

253.  To  what  extent  or  distance  ?— I employ  men 


254.  What  distance  do  they  come  ?— They  come  in 
half  a mile  from  the  town.  I have  also  men  coming 
in  a mile  and  a quarter  from  the  town. 

255.  Is  that  a common  occurrence?  Are  there 
many  labourers  working  a mile  and  a quarter  from  the 
town  ? — No,  there  are  not ; but  within  a mile  there 
are  a great  many.  I should  like  to  lie  allowed  to  state 
that  I have  no  object  in  making  these  statements  of 
fact  other  than  that  which  would  confer  benefit  on  the 
town. 

256.  Mr.  Strachan  stated  that  these  grass  lands 
nearest  the  town  derived  no  advantage  in  the  town. 
Is  he  not  a large  milk  contractor  in  this  town  1 — He 


257.  Do  the  owners  of  lands  within  a radius  of  a 
mile  derive  advantages  from  being  able  to  supply  milk 
to  the  town  ? —Yes.  And  besides  that  they  have  other 
advantages,  for  the  holders  of  fields  on  the  eve  of  fairs 
set  their  grass  lands,  and  that  is  an  advantage. 

258.  How  many  fail's  are  there  in  Tuam  in  the 
year  ? — Seven ; Tuam  is  the  third  largest  fair  in  Ire- 
land. The  people  of  the  town  who  have  no  lands,  but 
who  have  to  keep  a cow  for  its  milk  for  their  children, 
pay  very  high  for  grazing  land  to  gentlemen  in  the 
suburbs  of  the  town,  and,  of  course,  besides  that  lands 
iiear  the  town  are  more  valuable  thau  those  at  a dis- 
tance. 


Tuan. 

Dee.  I?,  1S7S. 
Mr.  John 


Mr.  Thomas  Egan  examined. 


Mr.  Tbom»» 


259.  You  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  here? 
— I am. 

260.  Upon  what  point  arc  you  desirous  of  giving  us 
information? — I think  you  were  led  to  believe  that  the 
majority  of  the  Commissioners  and  the  people  outside 
were  in  favour  of  having  a boundary  of  a mile.  I 
know  a great  many  outside  who  would  wish  a radius 
of  half  a mile,  and  I can  answer  for  some  more  of  the 
Commissioners  who  would  prefer  to  have  the  boundary 
not  extended  more  than  half  a mile. 

261.  Are  you  aware  of  the  grounds  upon  which  they 
prefer  this  radius  of  half  a mile? — Well,  no;  but  I 
heard  them  express  views  on  the  subject. 

262.  Did  they  base  their  views  on  any  particular 
principle  ? — There  is  this  in  it : There  are  some  people 
who  may  live  three-quarters  of  a mile  from  the  town. 
If  a burning  or  anything  of  that  kind  took  place,  it 
would  be  very  hard  for  them  to  have  to  pay  their  share 
of  the  taxation  for  that. 

263.  What  do  you  mean  by  “ a burning”  ? — I mean 
a malicious  burning.  It  would  be  very  hard  on  those 
people  to  have  to  pay  their  proportion  of  the  taxa- 
tion. 

274.  Is  there  any  other  objection? — I think  that  is 
a particular  objection. 

265.  To  going  beyond  half  a mile? — Yes. 

266.  Would  it  not  be  equally  hard  on  people  within 
half  a mile  radius  if  they  had  .to  pay  a still  higher  pro- 
portion of  the  taxation  ? — Yes,  it  would,  but  they  are 
living  within  the  circle  of  the  town — I mean  they 
would  have  more  claim  to  have  to  pay.  If  you  ex- 
tended the  boundary  for  twenty  miles  it  would  be  very 


hard  to  have  a man  paying  his  share  of  the  cost  of  a 
proceeding  such  as  1 have  named. 

267.  Have  you  any  other  objection  to  urge  ? — I think 
before  anything  is  done  in  relation  to  this  question  a 
public  meeting  should  be  called,  and  the  wishes  of  the 
people  should  be  consulted. 

268.  That  as  the  proposal  has  only  been  made  in 
vague  and  general  terms,  they  should  call  a special 
meeting  to  consider  exactly  what  proposal  they  desire 
to  have  adopted,  and  submit  it  with  a map  prepared 
according  to  the  course  they  may  have  agreed  upon  ? 
Yes. 

269.  Mr.  O’Brien. — I presume  that  will  be  done, 
and  we  shall  await  a special  resolution  from  the  Town 
Commissioners,  accompanied  by  maps,  and  we  sliaL 
give  the  fullest  consideration  to  any  views  that  the 
Commissioners  may,  on  careful  consideration,  submit 
to  us.  I may  venture  to  repeat  again  that  our  duty 
is  of  course  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee,  and  they  have  expressly  laid  it 
down  that  it  is  desirable  that  poor  law  and  municipal 
boundaries  should  be  coterminous.  To  do  that  at  all 
to  make  even  a step  towards  it — it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  townlands  should  be  adhered  to— for 
this  reason,  that,  under  the  Poor  Law  Acts,  the  town- 
land  is  the  unit,  and  there  is  no  denomination  recog- 
nised smaller  than  a townland  there.  Electoral 
divisions  are  simply  aggregations  of  townlands.  You 
should  bear  this  in  mind,  and  that  if  effect  is  to  be 
given  to  the  wishes  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
it  will  be  necessary  that  there  shall  be  no  unavoidable 
"departure,  at  all  events,  from  the  lines  of  townland 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


34 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


~ T CAM. 

Deo.12,1878. 
Mr.  Thomas 


boundaries.  Bear  this  in  view,  and  .you  can  then 
consider  what  area  should  be  fixed  upon,  and  submit  it 
to  us  ? 

Mi1.  Gannon. — Yes,  sir. 

270.  Mr.  Cotton  (to  witness,  Mr.  Thomas  Egan). — 
You  said  you  were  in  favour  of  having  a half-mile 
radius  ? — Yes. 


271.  Are  you  unit  that  malting  a liaif.mile 
would  restrict  the  present  boundary,  and  cut  off  a hr 
amount  of  property  built  on  in  the  present  areas  1-fl 
am  not.  I said  half  a mile  or  three-quarters,  but  I 
sidev  a mile  too  far. 


Mr.  Richard  Kelly  examined. 


272.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  a ratepayer  in  the 
town  of  Tuam,  and  proprietor  of  the  Tuam.  Herald 
newspaper,  I believe  ? — Yes. 

273.  You  have  been  present  at  these  proceedings 
during  the  day,  and  you  have  heard  the  evidence  of  the 
several  gentlemen  who  have  been  examined  ? — Yes. 

274.  Is  there  any  observation  you  wish  to  make  as 
to  that  evidence,  or  any  suggestion  you  have  to  offer  ? 
— As  far  as  I am  concerned  personally,  and  as  far  as  I 
can  understand  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Tuam,  they 
are  very  much  in  favour-  of  an  extension  of  the  present 
boundary,  and  that  that  extension  should  at  least  be 
a mile — a mile  radius  from  the  centre  of  the  town. 
The  objections  that  I have  heard  urged  .to-day  have 
come  from  interested  parties  up  to  the  present.  One  of 
the  arguments  in  favour  of  an  extension  of  the  present 
boundary  is  this — that  it  is  so  restricted  that  sometime 
ago  when  the  Board  of  Guardians  were  looking  out 
for  a site  for  a burial  ground,  they  were  confined  to  a 
very  narrow  limit,  owing  to  the  restricted  boundaries  ; 
and  another  reason  why  an  extension  should  be  sought 
for  is  that  townparks  are  very  valuable — nearly  as 
valuable  as  house  property  to  some  people-i-and  during 
the  times  of  fairs  they  are  set,  and  they  are  generally 
set  at  rents  once  and  a half  more  than  would  be  given 
for  them  if  they  were  four  miles  from  the  town ; and 
the  people  certainly  living  within  two  miles  of  the  town 
of  Tuam  derive  as  much  advantage  from  the  benefits  of 
the  flagging,  paving,  and  everything  else  in  the  town  as 
the  inhabitants  do,  except  in  the  matter  of  gaslight. 

275.  What  radius  do  you  advocate? — At  least  a 
mile. 

27G.  You  would  have  no  objection  even  to  a wider 
area  ? — I think  a wider  would  be  preferable. 

277.  What  would  be  the  extreme  limit  ? — I think 
the  electoral  division.  I think  nearly  everyone  living 


within  the  electoral  division  derives  advantage  from 
the  town. 

278.  Do  you  think  the  people  living  outside  the 
present  municipal  boundary,  but  within  the  electoral 
division  would  object? — I do  not  think  they  would. 

279.  Do  those  people  avail  themselves  of  the  school 
accommodation  afforded  in  Tuam  ? — I think  a great 
portion  of  them  come  in  for  school  accommodation 
and  numbers  come  in  every  Sunday  for  Mass,  and 
though  Mr.  Strachan  mentioned  some  cases  where  lie 
people  send  their  children  to  school  a distance  from 
tire  town,  that  is  more  or  less  the  fault  of  those  people, 
because  the  school  accommodation  of  Tuam  is  verv 
good.  I also  think  that  the  present  sanitary  powers 
in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  should  be 
transferred  to  the  Town  Commissioners. 

280.  You  think  that  if  transferred  those  powera 
would  be  better  exercised  ? — I think  so — not  that  the 
Town  Board  is  in  itself  a better  body  for  conducting 
such  matters,  but  the  members  are  interested  parties. 

281.  They  are  more  representative  of  town  interests  1 
— They  ai-e ; besides  that  rural  gentlemen  cannot  be 
expected  to  have  the  same  interest  in  town  affairs. 
Mr.  Morris,  the  assistant  clerk  of  the  union,  said  that 
no  special  sanitary  rate  had  been  struck  in  Tuam.  To 
my  knowledge  sevoral  sanitary  works  have  been  car- 
ried out  in  Tuam ; whether  those  works  were  charged 
to  other  portions  of  the  union  or  not,  I am  not  ia  a 
position  to  say. 

282.  A special  sanitary  rate  is  made  on  a contri- 
butory district,  but  under  the  Act  of  lost  Session  it 
may  include  part  of  a townland.  If  there  were  any 
special  sanitary  expenditure,  it  should  he  charged  to 
some  definite  sanitary  district  ? — This  year  the  severs 
of  Tuam  were  opened  at  an  expense  of  about  £30. 


Mr.  Morris. 


Mr.  Morris  re-examined. 


283.  Mr.  O'Brien. — How  was  that  expense  of 
opening  the  sewers  in  Tuam  charged  ? — I would  not 
say  that  the  cost  was  £30.  It  would  he  about  £10. 
The  cost  should  have  been  charged  specially  on  Tuam, 
but  it  was  not. 

284.  It  was  charged  to  the  general  union? — Yes. 

285.  There  are  certain  portions  of  the  expenditure 
“ general,”  such  as  staff  expenses  ? — Yes : I am  aware 
of  that. 

2SG.  When  special  sanitary  expenditure  takes  place, 
such  as  the  making  of  a sewer,  the  supplying  of  water 
— any  sanitary  work,  in  fact — there  is  a printed  form 
sent  down  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in  which 


your  members  exhibit  the  amount  proposed  to  be  ex- 
pended, the  place  where  the  work  is  to  be  done,  and 
the  townland  proposed  to  be  made  contributoiy  to 
the  charge,  and  upon  making  that  application,  the 
Local  Government  issue  a sealed  order,  and  so  forth. 
It  appears  that  this  year  there  was  no  contributory 
district  ? — There  were  several  expenses  since  1871  not 
chai'ged. 

287.  Mr.  Kelly. — There  have  been  each  year,  several 
expenses  not  charged ; and  as  far  as  I can  understand, 
those  expenses  are  kept  by  specially  to  be  yet  paid  by 
the  Town  Board. 


Mr.  Kelly. 


Examination  of  Mr.  Kelly  resumed. 


288.  Have  you  any  further  information  to  give  us  ? 
— Another  reason  why  the  boundary  should  be  ex- 
tended, and  that  the  present  sanitary  pew-el’s  should 
be  transferred  to  the  Town  Board  is,  that  there  are 
two  or  three  tilings  which  the  Town  Board  must  take 
in  hand,  and  which,  if  they  have  a restricted  boundary, 
they  cannot  do.  The  first  thing  is  a grave-yard,  and 
it  should  he  certainly  the  electoral  division  that  should 
V charged  with  the  expense  of  the  grave-yard ; and  I 
think  if  the  Town  Commissioners  have  not  the  manage- 
ment of  sanitary  affairs,  they  cannot  tax  outside  the 
municipality — at  least  outside  the  township— and  the 


grave-yard  at  present  in  Tuam  is  in  a disgraceful  con- 
dition. It  is  overcrowded  to  such  an  extent,  that  to 
inter  one  corpse,  it  is  necessary  to  remove  first  the' 
bones  of  another  that  is  in  the  ground. 

289.  Is  there  any  other  matter  to  which  you  wish 
to  direct  our  attention? — I do  not  know  of  anything 
else. 

290.  As  far  as  you  are  acquainted  with  the  public 
opinion  of  Tuam  generally  is  it  favourable  to  that  ex- 
tension?— Yes,  sir ; because  the  people  brought  within 

the  new  area  would  he  just  as  much  benefited  as  the 
people  at  present  within  the  restricted  area. 
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291.  Don’t  yon  think  tlie  grazing  lands  in  the  hands 
f Mr.  Straclian  derive  great  benefits  from  the  town  1 

Yes ' I have  said  so  already. 

292.  Is  there  anything  else,  Mr.  Kelly,  that  yon 
are  desirous  of  stating? — I am  anxious  to  say  a word 
or  two  as  to  any  water-works  that  might  be  contem- 
plated. The  water  supply  of  Tuam  is  not  of  the  very 
best.  If  the  work  of  providing  a new  and  adequate 
supply  were  taken  in  hand  by  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners it  would  be  an  injustice  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the-town  to  have  a restricted  area  for  taxation  pur- 
poses because  the  water-works  would  concern  people 
within  half  a mile  at  any  rate. 

293.  You  think  there  is  a decided  want  of  an  im- 
proved water  supply  ? — Yes,'  sir,  decidedly  ; the  water 
supply  at  present  is  very  objectionable — polluted  by 
two  or  three  sources  of  pollution,  each  of  which  could 
be  stopped  if  they  took  the  necessary  steps  to  do  so. 
It  goes  through  the  demesne  and  cleanses  some  cess- 
pool there.  If  the  mile  radius  were  to  be  adopted  I 


think  the  townlands  that  would  be  only  touched  should 
be  left  out.  I do  not  think  a hard  and  fast  line  should 
be  drawn.  Kilcloghan  would  be  taken  in  within  the 
mile  radius ; I think  it  would  be  but  slightly  touched. 

294.  Where  townlands  were  only  slightly  en- 
croached upon— where  they  were  only  touched,  you 
would  omit  them  ? — Yes  ; but  I think  that  at  least  it 
should  be  a mile  radius.  I think  another  advantage 
that  would  he  attainable,  and  that  should  not  be  lost 
sight  of,  by  the  transfer  of  the  sanitary  powers  to  the 
Board  of  Town  Commissioners  would  be  that  it  would 
cause  no  additional  expenses,  as  the  present  clerk 
would  be  the  clerk  of  the  Sanitary  Board  as  it  would 
be  then  formed.  They  are  at  present  paying  an  in- 
spector £12  a year,  which  sum  I consider  amply 
sufficient  for  any  new  duties  he  might  have  to  perform 
as  executive  sanitary  officer  of  the  new  Board,  so  that 
it  would  he  a great  advantage  to  consider  that  the 
transfer  of  the  sanitary  powers  would  be  inexpensive. 


Tuam, 

Dec.  II,  1S78, 
Mr.  Kelly 


Mr.  Gannon 

295.  Mr.  O’Brien. — I think  it  would  be  better  for 
you  to  call  a special  meeting  and  to  submit  a definite 
proposal  to  it  ? — Yes. 

296.  And  then  give  the  gentleman  who  draws  the 
map  instructions  to  mark  on  it  the  present  boundary 
and  the  proposed  boundary., - and  to  submit  it  to  us  ? — 
Yes,  sir. 

297.  Mr.  Cotton. — And  may  I throw  out  this  hint 
—that  the  workhouse  is  not  marked  on  the  Ordnance 


re-examined. 

map,  and  that  it  should  be  included  in  yours  ? — That 
is  outside  the  present  boundary. 

298.  At  any  rate  in  the  map  that  you  prepare  you 
might  mark  it  on? — It  is  outside  the  present  boun- 
dary. 

299.  Would  it  be  within  the  proposed  boundary ! — 
It  would. 

300.  Then  it  should  be  on  the  map  ? — Certainly. 


Mr.  Gannon. 


Mr.  Morris  re-examined. 


Mr.  Morris. 


301.  Mr.  O’Brien. — I believe  you  wish  to  make  a 
correction  of  your  former  evidence? — Yes  ; I said  in 
reference  to  the  cliargeability  of  certain  sanitary 
matters  on  the  union — I said  they  were  charged  on 


the  whole  union  generally.  I now  recollect  that  they 
were  charged  on  the  Tuam  electoral  division. 

There  being  no  more  >141068868  for  examination,  the 
inquiry  terminated. 


ATHLONE. — SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  14th,  1S78. 
Before  Mr.  W.  P.  O’Bkieh,  P.L.T.,  and  Mr.  C.  P.  Com®,  C.E. 
Mr.  William  Kelly  examined. 


Atiiloxe. 
Dec.  14,  18"8. 

Mr.  'William 
Kelly. 


1.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  town  clerk  for  Atlilone  ? 
—I  am. 

2.  And  have  been  for  some  years,  I undei’stand? — 
Yes. 

3.  This  town  is  under  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act  of  1854  ? — It  is. 

4.  When  was  Athlone  incorporated  under  that  Act 
of  1854? — It  was  incorporated  on  the  27th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1854. 

5.  Did  3rou,  on  that  occasion,  adopt  the  Act  in  its 
entirety? — We  did. 

6.  Previously  to  your  coming  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act,  had  you  been  under  the  9th  George 
IV.  1-Yes. 

7.  In  adopting  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  what 
principles  were  you  guided  by  ?— Well,  under  the  for- 
mer Act  of  George  IV.  the  borough  boundaries  were 
not  so  well  defined  as  they  were  in  1854  when  we  be- 
came incorporated. 

8.  Mr.  Cotton. — Of  course  you  are  aware  that 
towns  boundaries  are  for  a particular  purpose  ? — I am. 

9.  Mr.  O’Brien. — I observe  that  you  obtained  a local 
Act  in  1852.  What  was  the  title  of  that  Act  ? — It 
was  the  “ Athlone  Market  Act." 

10.  And  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  was  adopted 
in  1854.  There  was  a memorial  of  course  forwarded 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ? — Yes. 

11.  Have  you  got  a copy  of  that  memorial  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  ? — No. 

12.  Mr.  Cotton. — I take  it,  Mr.  Kelly,  there  were 
certain  boundaries  adopted  for  the  Athlone  Market 
Act  of  1852?—' Yes. 


13.  Mr.  O’Brien. — And  the  boundaries  adopted 
under  that  Act  are  those  that  now  exist  under  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act  of  1854  ? — Yes. 

14.  I am  light  in  assuming  that  you  sent  forward 
a memorial  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  previous  to  becom- 
ing incorporated  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act 
of  1854?— Yes. 

15.  Have  you  any  record  there  of  the  memorial  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  ? — None. 

1 6.  What  was  the  principle  which  guided  you  in  the 
selection  or  determination,  of  the  areas? — The  main 

object  was  to  take  in  buildings. 

17.  Was  there  any  map  prepared  ? — ies,  there  was 

a sketch.  . , . ,, 

18  Did  you  take  in  any  particular  areas  trom  the 
centre  of  the  town  ?— Yes,  we  took  in  those  placestliat 
were  most  inhabited.  . . , , , T,  • 

19.  In  what  electoral  division  is  Atldoue  I — It  is 
divided  into  two  electoral  divisions — Athlone  East  and 


dihlone  West.  , . ,, 

20.  One  portion  is  in  Westmeath,  and  the  other 
ortion  is  in  Boseommon  ? Yes.  ... 

0]  The  reason  of  that  was  that  the  electoral  dni- 
ion  boundary  cut  the  county  boundary,  and  it.  was 
bought  advisable  recently  to  make  electoral  divisional 
nd  county  boundaries  correspond.  Is  Athlone  dm- 
ed  by  municipal  wards  t-Jt  is.  It  is  divided  into 
it  Peter’s  Ward  and  St.  Mary  s Ward. 

22  Mr.  Cotton.— Divided  by  the  river?— Yes. 

03’  Mr.  O’Brien.— They  are  much  more  largely  in- 
hibited within  the  borough.  Are  the  Commissioners 
lesirous  of  my  diaugo  in  the  municipal  tomtoms  as 
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they  at  present  exist? — No,  they  are  not.  I may 
mention  that  there  was  a special  meeting  held  of  the 
Commissioners  with  reference  to  the  subject.  The 
meeting  was  called  for  Thursday  last  Each  and  every 
one  of  the  Commissioners  got  foil  notice  of  the  fact, 
and  I think  only  nine  attended. 

23.  How  many  Commissioners  are  there  in  each 
ward  ? — Nine. 

25.  How  many  do  you  say  were  actually  present  at 
the  meeting  ? — Eight  attended,  and  all  desired  that 
the  municipal  boundary  should  be  left  as  it  is. 

26.  You  have  gasworks  ? — Yes. 

27.  Whose  property  are  they  1 — They  are  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Commissioners. 

28.  Mr.  Cotton. — Have  you  any  copy  of  the  memo- 
rial to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  of  the  letters  in  reply 
with  reference  to  the  application  for  a change  ? — No. 

29.  Surely  the  Town  Commissioners’  book  of  pro- 
ceedings for  December,  1854,  can  be  got,  and  that 
would  tell  ? [The  minute-book  was  produced,  but  the 
required  record  was  not  found.] 

Mr.  Maxwell. — The  memorial  must  have  been  sent 
between  January  and  December,  IS54. 

Mr.  Cotton. — The  matter  was  considered  at  the 
meeting  of  27tlx  December,  1854. 

Mr.  O’Brien.  I find  entered  in  the  minute-book 
the  following  : — “ The  Clerk  was  directed  to  write 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  requesting  to  know  if  His 
Excellency  would  sanction  the  appointment  of  the 
borough  of  Atli  lone  undertheTowns  Improvement  Act.” 

30.  Mr.  Cotton. — How  could  you  prove  that  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act  was  adopted  at  all  '—It  must 
have  been  adopted  when  we  were  allowed  to  borrow 
large,  sums  of  money  from  the  Board  of  Works'. 

3 l.  What  I want  to  get  at  is  this,  whether  the 
boundaries  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  are  the 
samo  as  those  under  the  Market  Act?— They  are  iust 
the  same.  ‘ ‘ 

•> 2.  Mr.  0 Brien. — What  is  the  radius  of  the  muni- 
cipal boundary  ’—About  a mile  and  a half. 


33.  Would  there  he  any  objection  to  arrant*  t 

include  the  entire  of  the  townlands  ? It  would  b 

advantage,  and  is  not  desired.  06  a0, 

34.  What  objection,  in  your  mind,  would  there  h* 
in  so  altering  it?— It  would  take  in  too  much 
and  uninhabited  area. 

35.  Would  you  see  any  difficulty  in  introducing  th 

entire  of  the  townlands,  now  partly  included,  into  th* 
municipal  boundaries  f— It  has  not  been  ascertained 
that  it  would  be  desirable,  and  the  people  outside  the 
present  boundary  would  expect  too  much.  Until  th 
electric  light  was  established  or  talked  about  they 
expected  gas  would  be  sent  out  to  them.  ^ 

Mr.  Maxwell. — Moreover,  I may  say  that  outside 
the  boundary  the  people  are  very  poor.  Towards  the 
north  of  Athlone  there  is  a great  quantity  of  water 
and  there  is  a largo  lake.  It  would  not  be  wise  I 
think,  to  think  of  taking  them  in. 

36.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Axe  there  any  lands  deriving 
benefits  from  the  operation  of  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Athlone? — I believe  not. 

37.  You  have  the  gasworks — have  you  any  other 
property? — Yes,  we  have  the  tolls. 

38.  What  is  your  annual  expenditure  ? — About 
£800. 

39.  How  much  do  you  gain  by  the  tolls  ?— About 
£300  per  annum. 

_ 40.  The  residue,  I presume,  is  made  up  of  rates?— 
Yes,  and  of  the  profits  derived  from  the  gasworks. 

41.  You  are  the  urban  sanitary  authority? — Yes. 

42.  What  is  your  town  tax  ?— Is.  in  the  pound  and 

3d.  on  arable  land.  Is.  2d.  would  cover  the  entire 
want  There  is  Is.  on  account  of  borough  rate,  and 
Id.  in  the  pound  Initial  rate — £917  is  the  gross  ratiii" 
We  carry  on  no  buildings  or  works.  ° 

43.  Yon  say  no  one.  desires  a change? — No  one  de- 
sires that  any  alteration  should  he  made  in  the  exist- 
ing boundary. 

44.  You  think  the  present  boundary  is  ample 
enough? — Yes;  quite  so.  The  radius  is  about  an 
Trish  mile. 


Mr.  Patrick  Maxwell,  j.p.,  examined. 

45.  Mr.  O’Brien.— Mr.  Maxwell,  you  are  the  chair- 
man of  the  Town  Commissioners  of  Athlone  ? I am 

. *6;  1 P'f’T'J0"  001'cm'  "itl  has  been  said 
by  Mr.  Kelly?— Yes. 

47.  How  many  members  of  the  Town  Board  were 

at  the  meeting  summoned  for  Thursday  last? 

Eight;  and  all  agreed  in  the  opinion  that  a change 
m the  existing  boundary  was  undesirable. 

4S  You  folly  concur  with  the  body  over  which  you 
preside  in  that  opinion  ?—  I do. 

49.  You  don’t  think  any  change  desirable?— No  : I 
thrnk  that  everything  that  could  be  done  under  the 
downs  Improvement  Act  1ms  been  do 


s a matter  of  general  policy,  now,  would  you 
not  be  inclined  to  think  that  the  entire  of  the  town- 
lands,  now  partly  included  in  the  borough,  should  he 

incorporated  within  the  municipal  boundary  1 No  • I 

telieve  such  a proceeding  ™ld  done  trouble,  and  the 
few  buildings  on  the  land  that  would  1*  so  incorpo- 
rated are  very  poor.  A great  portion  of  the  land,  as 
yon  have  heard,  hes  under  water.  If  terraces  were 
made  and  house  property  l.uijt  on  them,  then  it  might 
no  doubt  be  very  desirable  to  include  them,  but  it  is 
no  use  taking  m water  and  bog  land. 

51.  Tour  objection  would  he  this,  that  the  increas- 
mg  of  the  boundary  would  add  nothing  to  your  pro- 


perty, and  the  parties  taxed  would  derive  no  advan- 
tage ? — Yes.  I may  mention,  too,  that  the  lands  get 
flooded  in  the  winter  season.  Over  one  hundred  fami- 
lies had  to  come  into  the  town  and  lodge  in  it,  three 
years  ago,  when  the  flood  came  in  upon  their  lands. 

52.  You  would  have  no  difficulty  in  getting  a map 
of  the  several  areas,  and  sending  it  up  to  us? — No; 
we  can  get  a map,  and  the  waste  lands  near  the  town 
could  then  be  clearly  indicated.  We  would  wish  to 
have  the  power  of  building  on  them. 

53.  Would  you  wish  the  Grand  Jury  to  transfer  any 
of  their  powers  over  roods,  streets,  etc.,  to  the  muni- 
cipal body  ? — Yes.  We  would  think  it  an  advantage 
to  have  such  works  in  our  own  hands. 

54.  You  never  had  under  consideration  the  expedi- 
ency of  effecting  that  ? — No,  hut  we  would  wish  to 
have  it  in  our  power.  We  could  build  a new  court- 
house, for  instance,  if  we  had. 

55.  You  do  not  think  you  get  a sufficient  return  in 
the  improvements  effected  for  you  for  the  money  paid 
by  you  to  the  Grand  Jury?— ^No,  we  do  not. 

56.  It  would  be  necessary  for  you,  to  effect  this,  to 
make  application  to  the  Grand  J my,  in  the  first  instance, 
for  a presentment,  and  then  to  apply  to  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  under  section  20G,  41  & 42  Vic., 
cL  52. 


so  1st  cvD  „ Mi'.  Joseph  VhTOHis,  Clerk  of  the  Union,  examined. 

—Tbs.1"'  ^ You  are  the  Clerk  of  the  "Union!  59.  Wei],  the  munioipal  district  of  Athlone  not 

58.  Have  vou  anv  ,n»n  in  a.  , , . extends  into  two  electoral  divisions? — Yes. 

the  exact  mniicipal  boundaries  of  AtUonel!  S™?8  , H™  •“  f1'™0  distinguished  I— They  me  calls 

there  is  no  man  there ^ Sod  ItS “ ; A“°”  Athlone  West, 

map).  ° (the  Oi  finance  61.  Has  that  change  been  made  recently? — Yes 

within  the  last  year. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


37 


G2  Before  that,  then,  it  was  all  included  in  one  ?— 

gjj  j jov  I want  you  to  give  me  the  area  and  the 
valuation  of  the  municipal  district  and  the  electoral 
divisions  giving  first  the  east  side  ? — I understand. 

64  Take  first  the  east  side,  the  east  division,  what 
is  the  area  and  valuation  of  the  part  within  the  muni- 
• 1 district  !— Within  the  municipal  district,  sir  ? 

° 65.  Yes  j give  me  that  first?—  The  valuation  on  the 
east  side  is  £4,720. 12s. 

66.  Of  the  municipal  part! — Yes. 

67.  And  what  is  the  area  ? — 625a.  2k.  32p. 

68  Well,  now  of  the  entire  electoral  division  of 
Athlone  East, what  is  the  valuation  ?— It  is  £7,273  18s. 

69.  Well,  now  I want  the  same  statistics  as  to  the 
area  of  the  entire  electoral  division  1— It  Is  4,211a.  3n. 

^70.  Of  the  entire  of  Athloue  East? — Yes. 

71.  So  that  the  entire  electoral  division  of  Athlone 
East  comprehends  considerably  more  than  the  muni- 
cipal division  ? — Y es. 

72.  Now  as  to  Athlone  West— taking  the  part 

within  the  municipal  boundary,  what  is  the  area  of 
that? Within  the  borough  it  is  566a.  2k.  17p. 

73.  And  the  valuation? — £4,811  l(b. 

73.  And  what  of  the  whole  electoral  division? — 
5,402a.  3r.  21p. 

74.  And  the  valuation ? — £7,463. 

75.  So  that  in  the  west,  as  in  the  case  of  the  east, 
the  electoral  division  comprehends  more  than  the  mu- 
nicipal district? — Considerably  more. 

76.  From  the  town  wliat  Is  the  radius  hi  each  of 
these  two  divisions  ? — A mile  would  be  the  radius — 
that  is  of  the  whole  of  Athlone  East  and  West. 


77.  Is  there  then  no  portion  of  either  East  or  West 
more  than  a mile  distant  from  the  town  ? — No ; it  is 
not  a full  mile. 

Mr.  Maxwell. — I wish  to  call  attention  to  this.  It 
is  a remarkable  point  that  the  land  outside  the  muni- 
cipal boundary  is  of  a poor  quality.  You  can  see  that 
here  within  it  there  are  566a.  2a.  17p.,  and  the  valua- 
tion of  that  is  £4,811  10s. , while  outside  in  the  electoral 
division,  there  are  5,402  acres,  and  nevertheless  the 
valuation  Is  only  £3,000  more,  with  5,000  acres  more. 
That  shows,  sir,  that  the  value  of  land  is  extremely 
poor  outside. 

78.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Now  what  is  the  radius  of  the 
municipal  district,  taking  the  centre  of  the  town  ? 

Witness. — About  three  quarters  of  a mile  would  be 
a fair  radius.  I think  that  is  about  it. 

Mr.  Vaiujlian. — About  one  Irish  mile. 

79.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  giving  the  general 
radius,  but  I want  the  radius  from  the  centre  of  the 
town  ? — About  one  and  a half  English  miles. 

80.  Mr.  O’Brien.— What  is  the  radius  of  the  elec- 
toral divisions  of  Athlone?— I did  not  understand  you 
to  say  the  electoral  divisions. 

81.  Yes;  to  the  remotest  part  of  the  electoral  divi- 
sions?— Well,  I would  say, two  and  a half  English  miles. 

82.  Then  I take  it  that  Athlone  East  and  West 
extend  two  and  a half  miles  from  tire  town  ? — \ es. 

83.  And  what  do  you  say  would  represent  the  radius 
of  the  municipal  district  ?— About  one  English  mile. 

84.  So  that  the  electoral  divisions  are  double  the 

municipal? — Yes.  . 

85.  We  take  it  now  that  there  is  nobody  desirous 
of  having  any  change  made  in  the  municipal  boundary. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 


MULLINGAR.— DECEMBER  16th,  1878. 
Before  Mr.  W.  P.  O’Bhien,  P.L.I.,  and  Mr.  C.  P.  COTTON,  c.E. 


Mr.  Laurence  Keena  examined. 


1.  Mr.  O'Brien. — You  arc  clerk  to  the  Town  Com- 
missioners of  Mullingar  ? — I am. 

2.  How  long  have  you  filled  that  position  ? — About 
ten  years. 

3.  Now  the  town  of  Mullingar  is  constituted  under 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act  of  1854  ? — Yes. 

4.  At  what  time  was  the  Act  adopted  in  Mullingar  ? 
—In  the  year  1856— on  the  28th  of  April  of  that 
year. 

5.  Is  that  the  date  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  sanction 
of  it? — Yes. 

6.  The  town  had  not  previously  been  under  any 
form  of  municipal  government? — No,  sir. 

7.  That  was  the  first  time  the  town  became  subject 
to  municipal  government? — Yes. 

8.  Was  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  on  that  occa- 
sion adopted  in  its  entirety  or  in  part  ? — Only  in  part. 

9.  For  what  purposes  ? — For  lighting,  cleansing,  and 
improving — paving. 

10.  But  not  for  a water  supply? — No,  sir. 

11.  Then  it  was  adopted  for  all  purposes  except  a 
water  supply? — Yes. 

12.  Your  rating  limit  has  been  Is.  in  the  pound,  I 
believe  ? — Y es. 

13.  I observe  from  your  answers  to  the  queries  sub- 
mitted to  you  by  us  that  during  the  last  five  years  the 
rate  was  always,  and  still  is,  Is.  1 — Yes,  it  is  Is. 

14.  You  have  gone  up  to  your  limit? — Yes. 

15.  You  are  not  the  sanitary  authority.  For  sani- 
tary purposes  the  town  is  merged  in  the  rural  sanitary 
authority,  the  Board  of  Guardians? — Yos,  that  is  so. 

1 6.  Has  any  pdfct  of  your  expenditure  been  made  ap- 
plicable to  sanitary  purposes  ? — No,  not  since  the  Act 
of  1874. 


17.  Your  expenditure  having  been  Is.  in  the  pound, 
ms  that  been  found  adequate  for  the  discharge  of  the 
luties  of  the  Commissioners,  or  have  they  been  debarred 
'rom  making  improvements  and  doing  works  considered 
xj  be  of  essential  benefit  to  the  town— have  they  been 
irevented  doing  so  by  reason  of  the  rating  power  being 
imited?— Yes  ; if  they  were  to  get  fire  engines  and  all 
;hose  things,  Is.  in  the  pound  would  not  be  sufficient, 
out  at  the  present  moment  it  is  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
poses to  which  it  is  devoted.  _ 

' 18  What  I want  to  know  is  this— are  there  any 
works  of  public  utility  which  the  Town  Commissioners 
liave  felt  themselves  unable  to  carry  out  owing  to  the 
limit  in  their  rating  powers  1— Not  that  I am  awaie  of, 
unce  they  ceased  to  he  the  sanitary  authority 

19.  Before  that  time  they  did  find  it  difficult?- 

y!o  But  since  the  Act  of  1874  transferred  the  sani- 
tary functions  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  a. J hare 
found  the  Is.  rate  sufficient  for  their  purposes . I 
just  does  at  present,  but  nothing  more. 

21  Have  the  Town  Commissioner*  receutlj  had 
under  consideration  the  questions  Sj 

Municipal  Boundary  Commissioners,  as  to  whether  the 
existing  area  of  Mdlingar  eras  considered  satisfactory 

your  answer  to  Query  Ko.  6 
thafit  stated  that  tho  boundaries  are  not  considered 

resolution  adopted  by  the  Town 
26.  was  une  feet?— Yes,  at  the  first  meet- 

ComimslcneK  to  th  ^ ^ ^ opinion  at  the  time. 
“Ik  How  many  members  were  present  on  that  occa- 
sion  ? — Five  or  six. 


Atslone. 
Dec.  H,  1871. 

Mr.  Joieph 
Vaughan. 


Mullingar. 
Dec.  18,1878. 


Mr.  Laurence 
Keena. 
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Hillixgak. 
Die.  JB.J87S. 
Mr.  Laurence 


25.  What  number'  constitutes  the  Board  altogether  1 
— Fifteen. 

26.  Had  notice  been  given  to  the  Commissioners 
generally  to  attend  1 — Yes,  sir,  to  attend  to  answer 
these  queries. 

27.  They  were  all  aware  of  the  holding  of  the  meet- 
ing and  the  object  with  which  it  was  called  ? — They 
were  all  aware. 

28.  Did  they  adopt  a formal  resolution  to  the  effect 
you  have  stated  ? — They  did  not  adopt  a formal  reso- 
lution, they  merely  answered  the  queries  submitted  to 
them. 

29.  Will  you  kindly  now  give  me  the  area  and 
valuation  of  this  town  as  it  is  at  present — the  area 
of  the  present  township  ? — Why  the  area  of  the  pre- 
sent township  is  something  less  than  a mile. 

30.  In  radius  less  than  a mile? — Yes. 

31.  How  many  townlands  and  pans  of  townlands 
go  into  it — are  comprehended  in  it? — There  are  four 
parts  of  townlands. 

32.  How  many  townlands  are  comprehended  within 
the  municipal  district  ? — Five. 

33.  Five  townlands  comprehended  within  it? — Yes. 

34.  How  many  townlands  are  included  in  part  ? — 
Three. 

35.  Give  the  names,  please  ? — Ballinderry  (part 
of),  Pettitswood  (part  of),  ftobbinstown  Levinge, 
Robbins  town  Tyrrell  (pai-t  of),  Springfield  (part  of). 

36.  Within  the  municipal  district  there  are  seven 
entire  and  parts  of  four  townlands,  you  say  ? — Yes. 

37.  What  is  the  area  of  the  entire  township  as  at 
present  constituted  ? — Close  on  a mile. 

38.  The  area  in  acres? — The  area  in  acres  is  1,355 
acres  2 roods  and  33  perches. 

39.  And  the  valuation? — The  whole  valuation  is 
£7,237  3s. 

40.  That  is  not  what  you  have  given  in  the  answers 
to  the  queries,  and  yet  yonr  answer  is  correct,  accord- 
ing to  the  return  of  the  Valuation  Office  ? — Well,  it  is 
£7, 237  3s. — that  is  correct.  That  was  last  year’s.  This 
is  revised.  The  Valuation  Office  return  was  taken 
after  it  was  revised.  The  valuation  furnished  to  you 
must  have  been  last  year’s. 

41.  And  the  revision  since  then  made  the  difference 
you  have  mentioned  ? — Y es. 

42.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  township  of 
Mullingar  constituted  ?— In  the  electoral  division  of 
Mullingar. 

43.  The  entire  of  it  ? — Yes. 

94.  You  have  given  the  number  of  townlands  anil 
parts  of  townlands  included  within  the  municipal 
boundaries — how  many  townlands  and  parts  of  town- 
lands  are  included  in  the  electoral  division.  I presume 
the  electoral  division  extends  a great  deal  beyond  the 
municipal  boundary  ? — Yes,  it  does. 

45.  How  many  townlands  are  in  the  electoral  divi- 
sion of  Mullingar  ? — I cannot  say ; Mr.  Harton,  the 
Clerk  of  the  Union,  will  he  able  to  answer  that  ques- 
tion. 

46.  When  the  Commissioners  adopted  the  answer 
which  you  have  sent  to  the  query  about  the  extension 
of  the  boundaries,  did  they  consider  or  agree  to  any 
partieular  extension— I think  I understood  you  to  say 
that  the  radius  of  the  present  municipal  district  is 
about  a mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town  ?— Yes. 

47.  That  is  about  the  farthest  point'! — Yes. 

48.  Do  you  mean  in  English  or  Irish  miles  ? — I think 
English  miles. 

. Did  the  Commissioners  consider  this  question— 
did  .they  agree  among  themselves,  or  discuss  what  the 
alteration  was  that  they  were  prepared  to  recommend? 
— I am  not  aware  what  was  the  exact  nature  of  the 
agreement  they  came  to  at  the  time,  but  they  all  de- 
cided upon  an  extension. 

50.  When  they  came  to  a conclusion  in  favour  of 
an  extension,  did  they  agree  upon  what  the  extension 

was  that  they  would  adopt,  or  desired  to  adopt  ? Yes 

sir,  two  miles  radius  from  the  market-house.  ’ 

51.  What  they  proposed  was  a two  mile  radius  from 
the  market-house  of  the  town  ? — Yes,  sir. 


52.  Without  respect  of  townland  or  anv 

boundaries?— Yes.  7 0tl,er 

53.  Without  respect  of  any  other  boundaries  ?— J 

so.  ust 

54.  Anil  they  have  had  a map  prepared  embodying 

that  view  1 — Yes,  sir.  • ° 

55.  In  this  map,  I Leliovo,  the  red  line  shows  the 
existing  boundaries,  anti  the  blue  circle  the  proposed 
boundaries  ? — Yes. 

56.  Who  prepared  that  map? — I did.  I took 
compass,  and  made  a circle  showing  the  proposed 
extension  to  two  miles. 

57.  Mr.  Cotton. — Who  marked  the  red  line— it  j3 
on  an  Ordnance  map  ? — I did  myself. 

58.  In  that  blue  line  that  you  have  drawn  there  you 
have  paid  no  attention  whatever  to  townland  bounda- 
ries ?— No,  sir ; it  was  not  my  instructions  to  do  so. 

59.  As  a matter  of  fact  in  several  instances  does  it 
cut  townlands  ? — It  does. 

60.  Point  out  how  many  instances.  Does  it  cut 

townland  boundaries  in  several  instances  ? It  does. 

61.  Mr.  O’Biiien. — Do  you  happen  to  know  whether 
the  whole  of  that  two  mile  radius  is  included  in  the 
Mullingar  electoral  division  ? — It  is  not. 

62.  Where  else  ? — Some  of  it  is  outside  the  Mullin- 
gar electoral  division.  It  takes  in  part  of  four  elec- 
toral divisions. 

63.  That  is  the  blue  line? — Yes. 

64.  It  does  not  take  in  the.  whole  of  any  one  electoral 
division — does  it — is  the  entire  of  an  electoral  division 
included  in  it? — No,  sir  ; I am  not  aware  that  it  is. 

65.  That  blue  line  does  not  include  the  entire  of  any 
single  electoral  division,  but  includes  parts  of  four?— 
Yes,  just  so. 

66.  Is  the  whole  of  the  Mullingar  electoral  division 
included  in  the  blue  lino  ? — The  whole  of  the  electoral 
division  of  Mullingar. 

67.  Mention  the  divisions  of  which  it  includes 
parts? — I do  not  know  the  particular's  of  the  divi- 
sions. 

68.  The  Board  of  Guardians  are  the  Sanitary  Au- 
thority for  Mullingar? — They  are. 

G9.  Are  the  Town  Commissioners  to  your  knowledge 
aware  of  the  fact  that  under  the  7th  section  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  of  last  session — what  is  called 
the  new  Public  Health  Act — are  they  aware  that, 
under  the  7th  section  of  that  Act,  there  is  now  power 
vested  in  the  Local  Government  Board,  on  application 
from  the  Commissioners,  to  separate,  by  what  is  called 
a provisional  order,  the  town  from  the  rural  sanitary 
district,  aud  constitute  it  an  urban  sanitary  cl  is  trice ; 
are  they  aware  of  that  power? — Yes,  they  are. 

70.  Has  it  been  in  their  contemplation  to  make  an 
application  for  the  purpose  ? — Not  directly. 

71.  They  do  not  intend  to  make  any  such  applica 
tion? — Not  at  present. 

7 2.  Are  you  aware  whether  or  not  they  have  that 
in  contemplation  ? — They  have  it  in  contemplation. 

73.  Then  it  has  been  under  their  consideration,  but 
not  formally  ? — Yes. 

74.  The  general  disposition  of  the  Commissioners  is 
favourable  to  it,  as  far  as  you  know  ? — Yes. 

75.  Assuming  that  they  were  to  apply  for  that 
transfer,  to  have  the  sanitary  functions  vested  in  them, 
would  that  alter  their  desire  to  extend  the  boundaries? 
Would  they  wish  to  extend  the  boundaries  notwith- 
standing that  ? — They  would,  provided  that  they  would 
not  he  liable  to  extra  expenses,  such  as  the  repairing 
of  the  roads. 

76.  That  has  nothing  to  say  to  the  sanitary  business 
at  all.  Would  they,  even  if  they  applied  for  and 
succeeded  in  their  application  for  the  transfer  of  the 
sanitary  functions  to  them  as  the  sanitary  board — 
would  that  alter  their  desire  for  an  extension  of  the 
boundaries  ? — I do  not  think  it  would. 

77.  They  would  still  wish  to  have  the  boundary 
extended  ?— Yes. 

78.  Are  they  aware  that  if  the  boundaries  were 
extended,  and  if  the  transfer  did  take  place,  aud  the 
radius  was  extended,  as  proposed,  to  a two  mile  one — are 
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tl.pv  aware  that  while,  as  the  thing  stands  at  present, 
the  rural  districts  contribute  their  full  proportion  of  the 

- nditure are  they  aware  that  if  arable  lands 

wJne  part  of  the  urban  sanitary  district— they  would 
he  only  liable  to  be  rated  to  one-fourth  1— They  are. 

-9  the  Commissioners  aware  of  that,  and  still, 
notwithstanding,  they  remain  desirous  of  having  the 
transfer  take  place  ? — Yes. 

80  And  that  the  boundary  should  be  extended  ? — 


81.  So  that  it  would  not  affect  their  opinion  in  any 

way! — No.  . . _ ,,  , 

82  The  Commissioners,  I presume,  are  aware  that 
there"  is  also  a power  to  transfer  from  the  Grand  Jury 
of  the  county  to  urban  sanitary  authorities  all  control 
over  roads,  bridges,  footpaths,  and  public  works  in  the 
municipal  district  ?— They  are  aware  of  that. 


83.  As  a matter  of  fact,  do  they  desire  any  such  Muixisci*. 

transfer '? — They  do  not  desire  any  such  transfer.  Dec.  16.  ms. 

84.  They  do  not  desire  to  look  after  any  transfer  of  , . 

85.  Mr.  Cotton. — Did  you  get  the  red  boundary 
line,  marked  on  the  map  before  us,  from  another  map  ? 

— It  was  so  got,  sir. 

8G.  Have  you  got  that  other  map  1 — The  former  map 
was  the  same ; it  was  au  Ordnance  map. 

87.  Was  the  other  an  Ordnance  map  1 — Yes.  I had 
only  one  sheet,  and  the  radius  went  outside  that,  and 
I had  to  send  up  for  a second  sheet,  and  paste  them 
together. 

88.  What  map  was  it  that  you  took  that  red 
boundary  from  1 — It  is  marked  upon  the  original  map. 

89.  Have  you  got  that  map  1—1  have,  sir. 


Mr.  David  IIarton  examined. 


90.  Mr.  O’Brien.  — You  are  the  : Clerk  of  the 
Mullingar  Union  1— Yes,  sir. 

91.  And  have  filled  that  position  for  a great  many 

Tern)— Yea,  X lava.  ....... 

‘ 92.  You  are  perfectly  acquamted  with  the  boundaries 
of  the  electoral  division  1 — Perfectly. 

93.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  that  the  Town 
Clerk  has  given  us  as  regards  the  present  township.  I 
believe  Mullingar  is  entirely  included  within  the  elec- 
toral division  of  Mullingar  1 — It  is. 

94.  From  the  evidence  that  we  have  already  had 
there  are  seven  entire  and  portions  of  four  townlands 
included  within  the  municipal  district  1 — I heard  that 
evidence,  but  I think  the  Town  Clerk  is  mistaken. 

95.  What  is  the  actual  fact?— I think  tlietownland 

of  Mullingar 


96.  Count  them  first,  and  you  can  then  give  us  the 
results  afterwards — that  would  bo  the  shortest? — 
Mullingar  aud  Commons  are  the  only  two  townlands 
entirely  within  the  municipal  boundary. 

97.  How  many  are  partly  within  and  partly  with- 
out 1 — There  arc  five  parts  of  townlands. 

98.  And  two  whole  townlands? — Ho,  I forgot; 
there  are  three  whole  townlands. 

99.  What  is  the  third  ? — Belvue. 

100.  You  give  it  that  there  are  three  entire  town- 
lands  aud  parts  of  five  ? — I believe  so. 

101.  You  have  mentioned  the  three  entirely.  Would 
you  mention  the  five  partly  within  the  township  ? — 
Robbinstown  Tyrrell,  Bobbinstown  Levinge,  Spring 
field,  Pettitswood,  and  Ballinderry — all  these  surround 
the  town. 


Mr.  David 
Harton. 


Mr.  Keena  re-examined. 


102.  Mi-.  O’Brien.— How  is  it  that  you  make  out 
eleven?  Will  you  mention  the  townlands,  because  we 
have  only  eight  according  to  Mr.  Harton,  and  you  give 
us  eleven  ? — I am  speaking  within  the  township. 

103.  And  so  is  Mr.  Harton  ?— There  is  Ballinderry, 
part  of;  Pettitswood,  part  of;  Bobbinstown  Levinge, 
part  of;  Bobbinstown  Tyrrell,  part  of;  Springfield, 
part  of.  That  is  all ; the  vest  is  Commons  and  the  town 
of  Mullingar. 

104.  What  Commons  have  you?— We  have  the 


whole  of  Commons  aud  Mullingar,  and  the  townparks 
included  in  the  town  of  Mullingar. 

105.  What  about  Belvue?— That  is  “ part  of.” 

106.  That  is  wrong  ?— Belvue ! No,  the  whole  of 
Belvue. 

107.  Then  in  point  of  fact  you  say,  correcting  your 
former  answer,  tliat  instead  of  being  the  entire  of  seven 
and  parts  of  four,  that  there  are  only  parts  of  five  and 
the  whole  of  three? — Yes. 

108.  Then  Mr.  Harton  is  quite  correct  now  ?— Yes. 


Examination  of  Mr. 

109.  Mr.  O’Brien.— How  many  townlands  are 
comprehended  in  the  electoral  division  ? — Twenty -four. 

110.  Tliat  is  in  the  entire  electoral  division?— Yes. 

111.  What  is  the  radius  of  the  electoral  division  of 
Mullingar  ? — I can  only  give  you  an  approximation. 

I would  take  this  blue  line  on  the  map.  _ 

112.  That  does  not  follow  the  division  boundaries  ( 
— I know  it  does  not. 

113.  What  is  the  radius  of  the  Mullingar  electoral 
division? — I take  it  to  be  about  two  miles. 

114.  Mr.  Cotton.— What  is  the  closest  aud  what 

is  the  farthest  boundary  ?— The  closest  boundary  is 
Lynn,  about  one  statute  mile ; and  the  farthest  is  ^ 
Culleen.  . . 

115.  Does  it  radiate  around  the  town,  or  is  it  an 
unequal  line  ? — It  is  unequal. 

116.  What  is  the  closest  part  ?— Lynn,  about  halt  a 
mile. 

117.  In  point  of  fact  it  is  not  uniform  ?— No. 

118.  Mr.  O’Brien.— Taking  the  division  as  at 
present  constituted,  what  is  the  area  and  valuation  of 
the  entii-e  electoral  division  ? — The  area  is  5,607a. 
Ir.  24p. 

119.  What  is  the  valuation? — £11,380  Ss. 


ARTON  resumed.  M 

120.  Are  the  portions  of  the  division  outside  the 
unicipal  district  fully  inhabited?— No ; there  is  a 
>arse  population  altogether. 

121.  Are  they  accommodation  lands  1 — They  are 

122.  The  population  is  thin? — It  is  thin. 

123  Would  you  say  that  the  people  within  that 
idius  and  included  within  the  electoral  division— 
■ould’you  say  that  they  derive  advantage  from  their 
roximity  to  the  town?— I do  say  so,  decidedly. 

124.  Do  vou  think  those  advantages  would  be  pretty 
urly  met  by  assessing  them  to  one-fourth  of  the  town 
spenditure  ?— I think  they  would-or  more.  _ 

125  mat  advantages  do  you  think  they  derive 
,„m  their  proximity  to  the  town  J-I  W of  my 
wn  knowledge  that  they  make  use  of  the  town  for 
rnpom  of  dealing  entirely,  and  for  schooling  for  then 

' tofrthe  land,  too,  is  more  valuable  within  that 
rims' than  at  a greater  distance  from  the  townl- 
lechiedlv  a dose  ,t  hand  is  a great 

ource  of  value  to  the  people  1— It  decidedly  enhances 
he  value  of  land,  I think. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


40 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


HurXINGXR. 

Dec.  xe,  1878. 
Mr.  Hartoiu 


158.  You  heard  it  suggested,  Mr.  Harton,  that  an 
even,  radius  of  two  miles  round  the  town  might  be  ad- 
vantageously adopted.  If  that  space  included  in  the 
blue  line  were  adopted  how  many  electoral  divisions 
would  be  then  included  partly  or  wholly  in  the  muni- 
cipal district  ? — Mullingar  would,  I believe,  be  wholly 
included.  I think  it  would  be  wholly. 

129.  Are  you  clear  upon  that  point? — Not  quite, 
but  I can  tell  you  in  a few  moments.  There  would 
be  part  of  Castle,  there  would  be  part  of  Owel,  there 
would  be  part  of  Tullaghan,  there  would  be  a small 
portion  of  Hopestown,  and  there  would  be  portion 
of  Belvedere.  There  would  be  also  part  of  Russels- 
town — a very  small  portion.  I see  also  a small  portion 
of  the  Mullingar  electoral  division — two  or  three  acres. 

130.  What  townland  is  that  in? — The  townland  of 
Irishtown. 

131.  The  whole  of  Mullingar,  with  the  exception  of 
two  or  three  acres  of  Irishtown  townland  would  be 
included  in  the  proposed  municipal  district — included 
in  the  blue  line  ? — Yes.  There  would  be  another  angle 
of  six  or  seven  acres  in  the  townland  of  Ballinamona 
or  Charlestown.  There  would  be  about  as  much  more 
— the  whole  division  would  be  within  the  blue  line 
with  the  exception  of  those  two  bits. 

132.  There  are  - six  electoral  divisions  which  would 
enter  into  the  township  partly  or  very  nearly  the 
entire  of  it  ? — Yes. 

133.  So  that  in  point  of  fact  there  would  be  seven 
electoral  divisions  partly  or  wholly  included  in  the 
proposed  township  ? — Yes,  sir. 

134.  You  could  not,  I suppose,  state  what  the  area 
and  valuation  would  be  of  the  township  as  denoted  by 
that? — No;  except  approximately.  I did  make  a 
rough  calculation. 

135.  What  would  be  the  total  valuation  ? I want 
to  get  as  closely  as  possible  what  the  area  and  valu- 
ation would  be,  assuming  the  blue  line  were  adopted  ? 
— I can  give  you  the  valuation  at  once. 

136.  Mr.  C'ottox.— That  is  what  we  want? — The 
valuation  would  be  £13,018,  including  the  Mullingar 
electoral  division  and  the  township. 

137.  Including  everything  within  the  blue  line? 

Yes. 

138.  Now  give  us  the  area?— As  to  the  area,  it  is 
easy  known  by  the  area  of  a circle.  It  would  be  about 
8,000  acres. 

139.  The  present  municipal  district  is  entirely  within 
the  Mullingar  electoral  division  1— Yes,  entirely. 

140.  Without  a single  exception? — Yes. 

141.  Would  that  blue  line  in  every  instance  divide 
townland  boundaries  ? — Yes. 

142.  With  reference  to  the  adoption  of  the  blue 
line,  I do  not  know  if  you  were  present  when  I read 
the  paragraph  in  the  Parliamentary  Committee’s  Re- 
port, under  which  we  are  acting,  and  the  views  of 
which  are  to  be  carried  out  as  nearly  as  possible— as  far 
as  can  be  done,  consistently  with  other  considerations 
—that  municipal  wards  are  to  be  made  coterminous, 
and  towns  with  poor  law  electoral  divisions.  Having 
regard  to  the  expression  of  opinion  contained  in  that 
paragraph,  would  not  the  adoption  of  the  blue  line  in- 
volve a much  wider  departure  from  that  principle  than 
the  existing  one  does  ?— Decidedly. 

143.  With  a view  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee,  if  the  proposed  two  mile  extension 
by  reason  of  its  including  so  many  electoral  divisions 
were  considered  objectionable,  do  you  consider  that  the 
adoption  of  the  electoral  division  of  Mullingar  would 
be  an  improvement  on  the  existing  boundary?— Well ' 
it  would  ; it  would  extend  the  area  considerably.  ’ 

144.  I think  you  have  already  given  us  the  figures  ? 

— I think  so.  ° 


145  What  is  the  entire  area  of  the  Mullingar  elec 
toral  division  ?— 5,600  acres ; and  if  the  proposed  blue 
line  were  adopted  it  would  be  8,000  acres 

146.  Andthepopulation?_ll,280— of  theelectora' 

division  of  Mullingar. 

147.  So  that  if  the  Mullingar  electoral  divisioi 
were  adopted  instead  of  the  existing  one  it  would  give 


a considerable  increase  of  the  area  of  valuation?— at 
course  it  would  ; but  that  tor  rating  purposes  it  wouM 
not  be  much ; it  would  be  all  rural.  a 

148.  That  would  be  in  consequence  of  arable  land 
and  that  addition  would  be  only  liable  for  on^.A 
of  the  taxation  ? — Yes. 

1 49.  So  that  it  would  not  give  as  large  an  addition 
to  the  rating  margin  ? — It  would  not. 

150.  Not  so  large  as  would  appear  at  first  sight? 

Yes. 

151.  The  Board  of  Guardians  is  the  sanitary  autho- 
rity?— Yes. 

152.  Have  they  made  any  special  rates  for  sanitary 
purposes  with  the  municipal  district  of  Mullingar  hi 
Yes  ; a penny  in  the  pound. 

153.  Do  you  moan  for  general  or  special?— F,r 
special. 

154.  How  many  special  rates  have  you  made?— 
Three  only. 

155.  What  were  the  years  they  were  made  in  ? 

Last  year  and  the  year  before. 

156.  That  would  bo  only  two? — Three  localities  I 
meant. 

157.  You  have  only  made  one  rate  in  each  locality! 
— Yes. 

158.  And  was  Id.  in  the  pound  the  amount  of  the 
rate? — No  ; in  one  instance  it  was  2d. 

159.  Within  the  municipal  district? — Oh,  I am 
speaking  of  another  district. 

160.  I am  speaking  of  the  municipal  district?— In 
the  municipal  district  we  had  two  special  rates. 

161.  What  was  the  amount? — Id.  in  the  pound. 

• 162.  To  what  purposes  were  they  applied  ? — Sewer- 
age. 

163.  You  have  made  no  outlay  for  a water  supply) 
No,  we  have  not. 

164.  Has  there  been  any  sanitary  work  pressed  upon 
the  attention  of  the  Guardians  which  has  been  left  in 
abeyance.  Have  they  been  called  upon  or  urged  to 
make  any  improvements  ? — No,  nothing.  The  water 
question  was  not  brought  before  them. 

165.  Is  there  any  want  of  an  improved  water  supply 
in  the  municipal  district? — Yes  ; no  doubt  there  is; 
all  parties,  I think,  are  agreed  about  that. 

1 66.  Then  that  is  a purpose  for  which  expenditure 
is  called  for  ? — Decidedly. 

167.  Would  it  be  an  expensive  project  if  taken  in 
hand  ? — I should  say  it  would ; there  is  no  water 
available  near  the  town  except  the  canal,  and  I believe 
that  cannot  be  had  without  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

168.  There  is  absolutely  a want  of  a wafer  supply 
in  the  town  ? — Yes,  decidedly. 

169.  Is  there  any  want  of  sewerage  or  other  sanitary 
works  ? — I may  say,  sir,  that  the  sanitary  officer  of  the 
town,  Dr.  Kelly,  has  recommended  sewerage  on  a 
rather  large  scale. 

170.  Would  that,  if  carried  out,  be  a source  of  con- 
siderable expense  %— Decidedly  it  would ; a source  of 
very  large  expense. 

171.  Have  the  Guardians  been  deterred  by  reason 
of  the  existing  amount  of  the  poor  rate  from  under- 
taking any  of  those  works  in  the  town  ? — Not  at  all. 

172.  From  the  return  that  I have  before  me  I find 
that  the  rating  of  the  Mullingar  division  in  1874  was 
3 s.  8d.  ; in  1875  was  3s.  4rf. ; in  1876  was  2s.  2d, ; in 
1877  was  3s.  4 d.  ; and  in  1878  was  3s.  I think  those 
were  the  amounts  of  the  rate  ? — I should  say  so. 

173.  Have  the  Guardians,  are  you  aware,  ever 
taken  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  applying 
the  provision  contained  in  the  7th  section  of  the  new 
Public  Health  Act,  of  having  the  control  of  sani- 
tary matters  transferred'from  themselves  to  the  Town 
Commissioners  ? — They  have  never  considered  it,  but 
they  are  aware  of  it. 

174.  So  far  as  you  are  aware,  is  it  a proposition 
that  would  be  likely  to  meet  with  their  concurrence  or 
the  reverse  ? — I should  say  from  what  I know  of  the 
feelings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  that  if  the  Guar- 
dians of  the  electoral  division  of  Mullingar  were  in 
favour  of  it,  no  other  Guardian  would  oppose  it. 
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175  They  have  no  particular  desire  to  retain  it?  — 

I think  not.  . . . 

176.  So  far  as  you  know  the  ratepayers  in  the  out- 
j jjj,,  districts,  would  they  be  likely  to  object  to  being 
brought  within  the  municipal  district  ? — I think  they 
would  simply  on  account  of  the  cost.  I think  very 

n.timillr  they  would. 

177.  But  you  are  quite  clear,  with  the  people  out- 

side that  there  is  a considerable  section  of  the  district 
outside  the  municipal  area  where  the  inhabitants  derive 
advantages  from  their  proximity  to  the  town  without 
contributing  to  the  expenditure? — Yes  ; I think  there 
must  be.  . . 

178.  And  you  think  it  is  reasonable  and  fair  that 
they  should  contribute? — Yes ; that  is  my  opinion. 

179.  And  the  62nd  section  has  given  them  fair  pro- 
tection in  leaving  the  amount  to  be  rated  on  arable 
land  at  one-fourtli  ? — I think  so. 

180.  Assuming  that  it  would  be  considered  a fatal 
objection  to  the  blue  line  being  adopted  that  it  divides 
so  many  electoral  divisions,  is  there  any  other  particu- 
lar area  that  occurs  to  you  as  being  a desirable  one  to 
adopt  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  present  limits  ? 
No  sir  • I have  not  considered  the  subject  at  all.  I 
did  not  give  the  question  any  consideration  at  all 
until  Mr.  Keena  came  to  me  about  it. 

181.  Do  you  consider  that  there  is  any  practical 
objection  to  dividing  townlauds — in  cutting  the  boun- 
daries of  townlands  ? — I think  there  could  he  no  objec- 


tion to  that ; it  has  already  been  done  in  the  township  mullihgar. 
l“e'  Dec.  16,  1873. 

And  parts  of  townlands  are  made  rateable  as  

a contributory  district  ?— Yes ; they  can  be  so  rated  £,rJliam 
now.  rarreu. 

183.  You  don’t  see  any  objection  if  it  is  considered 
necessary  on  general  grounds  ?— I don't  think  there 
could  be  any. 

184.  Of  course,  the  Poor  Law  never  divide  town- 
lands  in  an  electoral  division  or  aggregation  of  town- 
lands? — I aru  aware  of  that.  The  townland  is  a unit. 

185.  Mr.  Cotton.— Will  you  give  ns  a list  of  the 
townlands  that  form  those  electoral  divisions  that  you 
have  mentioned? — Yes  ; I can  give  you  both  the  elec- 
toral divisions  and  the  townlands. 

186.  That  are  included  in  the  blue  line  ? — Yes.  ’ 

187.  Mr.  O'Brien. — Of  all  the  townlands  that 
enter,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  within  the  blue  line  ? 

— Yes,  sir. 

188.  Mr.  Cotton. — I want  the  names  of  the  town- 
lands  that  are  in  each  of  these  electoral  divisions  ? — 

Yes. 

189.  Those  that  come  within  the  blue  line? — Yes; 

I will  give  them  to  you. 

190.  Merely  the  names  ? — Yes. 

191.  I want  a complete  list  of  the  townlands  that 
come  within  those  electoral  divisions  as  constituting 
the  electoral  divisions  that  are  touched  by  the  blue 
line? — I will  give  it  to  you. 


Dr.  Dillon  Kelly  examined. 


Dr.  Dillon 
Kelly. 


192.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  the  Chairman  of  the 
Town  Commissioners  of  Mullingar  ? — I am. 

193.  How  long  have  you  been  Chairman,  Dr. 
Kelly  ? — About  twenty  or  twenty-one  year’s. 

194.  Did  you  preside  at  the  meeting  when  the  Com- 
missioners wex’e  considering  the  question  of  the  muni- 
cipal boundaries  lately  ? — I think  I did. 

195.  Do  you  remember  exactly  how  many  members 
were  present  on  that  occasion  ? — No  ; Mr.  Keena  can 
tell  you. 

196.  Get  the  minutes,  and  sec  ?— [Referring  to 
minutes] — There  were  nine  present. 

197.  There  were  nine  present  on  the  occasion? — 
Yes. 

198.  They  were  unanimously  in  favour  of  having 
the  boundaries  extended  1 — I think  they  were. 

199.  There  was  no  dissent? — I think  not. 

200.  What  was  the  extension  which  appeared  to 
meet  with  their  approval  1 — A two  mile  radius. 

201.  They  agreed  to  the  general  principle  that  a two 
mile  radius  would  he  a suitable  one  ? — Yes. 

202.  Are  the  Town  Commissioners,  as  far  as  you  are 
aware,  anxious  to  have  the  sanitary  functions  trans- 
ferred to  their  own  body  ? — I don’t  think  they  have 
considered  it.  I am  not  in  a position  to  say  whether 
or  not  they  desire  to  have  the  sanitary  functions  trans- 
ferred to  them. 

203.  What  are  the  reasons  which  chiefly  influenced 
them  in  wishing  that  the  present  limit  should  be 
extended  ? — I cannot  say  exactly  the  reason,  hut  they 
■were  unanimous  for  it. 

204.  You  don’t  know  what  their  reasons  are? — 
I cannot  say. 

205.  Do  you  know  whether  the  people  outside 
generally  would  be  likely  to  be  opposed  to  the  exten- 
siqn  that  you  have  mentioned  ? — I cannot  tell  that:. . 

206.  Do  you  consider  that  the  people  living  within 

the  radius — there  are  a great  many  persons  outside 
the  present  municipal  district  within  the  blue  line — 
there  are  a great  many  persons  living  there,  are  there 
not? — A great  many.  _ _ .. 

207.  Do  you  consider  that  the  people  living  within 


the  blue  line — in  the  intervening  space  between  the  red 
and  blue  lines  —do  you  consider  that  the  people  inhabit- 
ing that  district  dei’ive  advantages  from  the  town  of 
Mullingar  ? — Immense  advantages. 

208.  What  advantages  ?— I mean  in  the  way  of 
commerce. 

209.  Are  there  any  other  advantages  that  you  can 
think  of? — None,  except  that. 

210.  Do  not  the  children  come  to  school  to  the 
town? — Yes,  they  do  come  to  school. 

211.  Does  that  prevail  to  a large  extent? — A very 
large  extent. 

212.  Are  the  lands  enhanced  in  value  by  reason  cf 
being  within  that  radius  ?— Yes,  very  much. 

213.  Is  agricultural  produce  more  valuable  in  con- 
sequence of  haring  a market  so  suitable  and  so  close 
as  Mullingar?— Yes ; Mullingar  is  a considerable 
market  town,  and  communicates  with  every  other 
market  town  in  Ireland  by  railway. 

a 14.  You  provide  lighting  for  the  town  4— Yes,  we 

215.  That  is  a great  convenience  to  the  people  out- 


le  the  town?  .. 

216.  How  is  the  lighting  carried  out?  Do  the 
nnmissioners  manufacture  the  gas  themselves,  or  is 
done  by  contract?— By  contract. 

217.  Do  you  consider  that  the  people  living  outside 
e town  derive  advantages  from  that  ? — I do  consider 
Ley  do,  very  much. 

218.  Assuming  that  objections  were  to  be  enter- 
iaed  to  departing  so  far  from  the  expressed  opinion 
' the  Parliamentary  Committee  as  to  include  so  many 
cctoral  divisions  as  yon  propose  to  include  within  the 
lue  line,  is  there  any  other  extension  which  would 
3t  have  that  effect,  that  would  commend  itself  to  the 
ommissioners  1 — I know  of  none. 

019  Would,  for  instance,  the  adoption  of  the 
lectond  division  ofMnilmgm U regarded  mth 
, the  Commissioners,  supposing  the  piesent  olectoral 
'vision  were  adopted  as  an  entmo  mmyd  drraion  i 
-I  cannot  give  you  an  answer  as  to  that. 


G 
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Mr.  Francis 
Nnlty. 


Mr.  Francis  Nulty  examined 


220.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  one  of  the  Town. 
Commissioners  of  Mullingar? — Yes. 

221.  Assuming  now  that  objection  were  made  to 
tbe  adoption  of  what  appears  to  be  the  wish  of  the 
Commissioners,  namely,  to  adopt  that  blue  line — assum- 
ing that  a fatal  objection  was  considered  to  apply  to 
that,  because  it  involves  a wider  departure  than  the 
present  arrangement  from  what  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  consider  advisable,  namely,  the  making  co- 
terminous of  the  two  boundaries,  municipal  and  poor 
law,  what  would  be  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners 
as  to  the  adoption  of  the  electoral  division  of  Mul- 
lingar?— I think  it  would  be  favourable,  if  it  was 
equalized  all  round. 

222.  Having  the  division  to  suit  the  circumstances  ? 
— Yes  ; if  that  were  so,  I tliink  their  opinion  would 
be  favourable. 

223.  If  you  could  not  get  the  blue  line  you  would 
consider  the  other  an  advantage  2 — Yes. 

224.  But  you  would  consider  the  other  more  desir- 
able?— Yes. 

225.  You  would  rather  have  the  blue  line  than  the 
electoral  division,  and  you  would,  in  the  event  of  being 
unable  to  obtain  the  blue  line,  rather  have  the  electoral 
division  than  the  present  municipal  boundary  ? — Yes, 
decidedly. 

226.  Would  that  meet  with  the  general  concurrence 
of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — I think  it  would ; that 
would  be  my  opinion. 

227.  If  they  were  aware  that  the  blue  line  could 
not  be  had,  the  general  opinion  is  that  they  would  be 


in  favour  of  getting  the  electoral  division  ? Yea  i 

do  think  that  is  the  opinion. 

228.  Have  you  had  any  means,  from  discussion  with 
your  brother  Commissioners — have  you  had  any  niean- 
of  knowing  whether  or  not  they  arc  in  favour  of  seek- 
ing for  powers  to  have  the  sanitary  functions  transi 
ferred  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  themselves ?—l 
think  they  are  all  favourable  to  it. 

229.  In  thinking  that,  are  they  aware  of  the  fac; 
tliatwliile  under  the  Board  ofGuarcliansallthesauitarv 
expenditure  is  assessed  as  an  ecjual  poundage  rate— are 
they  aware  that  if  the  sanitary  powers  were  trails 
ferred  to  the  Town  Commissioners  arable  lauds  would 
be  only  liable  to  be  rated  at  one-fourtli  ? — I think  they 
are. 

230.  And  that  does  not  alter  their  opinion? Not  a 

bit. 

231.  I understand  from  the  Town  Clerk  that  they 
were  aware  that  there  was  a power  similarly  to  transfer 
certain  functions  of  the  Grand  Jury  to  them,  with 
regard  to  the  control  of  bridges,  roads,  streets,  &. 
They  do  not  desire  that,  I believe  ? — Precisely  so ; that 
is  the  only  thing  they  would  object  to.  I understand 
the  Commissioners  to  be  entirely  opposed  to  havin'* 
anything  to  do  with  the  Grand  Jury. 

232.  You  do  not  want  the  Grand  J urv  functions, but 
you  do  desire  the  sanitary  functions  ? — Yes. 

233.  That  is  not  altered,  because  under  the  226th 
section  of  the  Act,  arable  lands  are  to  be  rated  only 
at  one-fourth  of  the  value  ? — Not  in  the  least. 


Mr.  Joseph 
Shaw. 


Mr.  Joseph  Shaw  examined. 


234.  Mi-.  O’Brien. — Yon  are  a Town  Commissioner 
of  Mullingar? — Yes. 

235.  On  what  point  do  you  desire  to  tender  evidence  ? 
— In  relation  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town.  I 
am  of  opinion  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  transfer 
the  sanitary  functions  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  to 
the  Town  Coniniissionei's,  inasmuch  as  this — the  Board 
of  Guardians  only  meet  once  a week,  and  if  an 
epidemic  happened  to  break  out  they  would  not  be 
available  to  take  prompt  measures,  whereas  the  Town 
Commissioners  can  always  meet  whenever  required,  as 
they  are  always  on  the  spot. 

236.  Are  there  any  sanitary  works,  such  as  a water 
supply,  sewerage,  or  any  sanitary  works  of  any  class  or 
description  that  you  consider  wanting  I — Both. 

237.  Both  a water  supply  and  sewerage  ? — Yes. 

238.  On  an  extensive  scale  ? — Not  on  an  extensive 
scale. 

239.  Still  they  are  required  ? — Absolutely  required. 

240.  Do  you  consider  these  works  would  be  better 
carried  out  if  they  were  transferred  to  the  Town  Com- 
missioners by  the  Board  of  Guardians? — Yes. 

241.  Do  you  consider,  assuming  the  transfer  to  be 
made  of  these  sanitary  functions — do  you  think  it 
would  be  an  essential  element,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  you  to  do  what  you  consider  necessary,  that 
the  present  area  should  be  extended  ? — Yes,  quite  so. 
Could  we  have  the  sanitary  powers  transferred  with 
our  present  population  ? 

242.  Certainly.  Under  the  7th  section  of  the  41st 


and  42nd  of  Victoria,  chapter  52 — the  Act  of  1878. 
The  general  law  of  the  country  is  this — the  law  under 
the  Act  of  187 4 was  this: — In  all  towns  where  the  popu- 
lation of  the  town  exceeded  6,000  the  sanitary  functions 
were  vested  in  the  Board  of  Guardians,  unless  where 
there  were  Local  Acts.  That  was  the  inflexible  and  in- 
variable rule.  U uder  the  Act  of  1878  the  general  law 
remains  untouched,  but  it  contains,  with  reference  to 
that;  a provision  which  did  not  appear  in  the  Act  of 
1874.  The  seventh  section  of  the  Act  of  1878  pro- 
vides : — [Here  Mr.  O'Brien  read  the  section.]  There 
is  the  statute  absolutely  vesting  you  with  power,  if  you 
think  fit  to  seek  for  the  transfer,  and  there  is  also 
power  given  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  if  they 
consider  the  application  a reasonable  one,  to  grant  your 
request  wholly  irrespective  of  your  area  or  population. 
Do  you  consider  if  that  transfer  were  made  that  it 
would  be  an  essential  clement  to  got  the  present 
boundaries  extended  ? — I do,  sir. 

243.  You  have  heal'd  what  I have  said  as  regards 
the  objection  to  what  the  Commissioners  tliink  might 
be  a fail'  limit — a two  mile  radius — you  have  heard 
what  I have  said  as  to  the  objection  that  might  arise 
to  that  on  account  of  its  cutting  many  electoral  divi- 
sions— assuming  that  that  objection  were  held  to  be 
fatal,  does  it  occur  to  you  that  the  electoral  division 
would  be  the  next  best  ? — Yes. 

244.  You  think  that  if  a wider  area  could  not  be 
got,  the  electoral  division  would  be  the  next  best!-— 
Certainly. 


Mr.  William 
Farrell 


Mr.  William  Farrell  examined. 


245.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  a Town  Commissioner 
and  a Poor  Law  Guardian  ? — Yes. 

246.  You  are  on  both  Boards  ? — Yes. 

247.  What  is  the  matter  on  which  you  wish  to  give 
evidence  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  desirable,  and  I 
am  anxious  to  see  the  Commissioners  with  the  sanitary 
functions  vested  in  them,  and  I think  it  is  very  neces- 
sary to  have  the  sanitary  power  transferred  to  the  Town 


Commissioners.  Some  time  ago  I myself  inspected,  as 
a Poor  Law  Guardian,  some  nuisances  in  the  town, 
and  made  a report  on  them.  None  of  them  have  own 
corrected.  The  Board  of  Guardians  is  principally 
composed  of  country  gentlemen,  who  take  no  mtere 
in  sanitary  matters  connected  with  the  town,  hut  the 
Town  Commissioners  would,  if  they  bad  the  reqm81 
powers,  take  an  interest  in  these  matters,  and  have 
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^klbe  tlie  anxious  wish  of  tlie  Commissioners  to 
vTre  the  sanitary  functions  transferred  to  them. 

% 8 You  have  heard  it  said  that  there  is  a want  of 
, water  supply  and  of  sewerage  1— Certainly. 

V4.9  Those  works  would  be  better  undertaken  and 
letter  carried  out  by  the  Town  Commissioners  ’—Yes. 
%50  Do  you  think  it  would  Ixj  an  essential  clement 
'n  their  getting  a transfer  of  tlie  sanitary  authority 
Sat  the  present  area  should  be  extended Yes,  it  is 
entirely  too  narrow. 

05l‘  Tlie  effect  of  that  is  that  persons  who  derive 
advantages  from  the  proximity  of  the  town  do  not  con- 
tribute any  corresponding  shave  in  the  expenditure  t— 
Certainly  not. 

252.  Do  you  think  that  the  people  living  within  the 
blue  Tine  derive  any  certain  advantages  from  their 
oronmity  Of  the  town  ? — Tliey  do,  certainly. 
v 953,  Assuming  that  the  blue  line  is  objected  to  on 
the  ground  that  I have  mentioned,  do  you  think  the 
electoral  division  will  be  the  next  best  1—  Yes,  I think 

S°  254.  You  will  observe  that  the  Farliamentaiy  Com- 


mittee having  laid  down  this  principle,  there  would  be  Mvllctoak. 
very  great  difficulty  in  introducing  a change  which  Dec.  16, 1878. 
would  not  carryout  that  recommendation,  but  that  — 77 

would  on  the  contrary,  involve  a much  wider  departure  p r<  ^UUam 
from  the  present  system  1 — I think  the  electoral  divi-  811  ‘ 
sion  would  he  the  best,  and  would  involve  much  less 
trouble. 

255.  It  would  give  a good  fair  denomination,  and  it 
fairly  represents  the  equity  of  the  question  also! — I 
think  so. 

256.  Is  there  anything  else  that  you  wish  to  state  ? — 

The  Sanitary  Board  connected  with  the  Board  of 
Guardians  have  recently  carried  out  some  sewerage 
work,  and  in  doing  that  they  have  done  nothing  in  the 
way  of  cleansing,  andhave  left  behind  a terrible  amount 
of  offensive  matter,  which  might  have  the  effect  of 
causing  sickness,  whereas  if  the  sanitary  power  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  they  could  erect 
filters,  and  so  remove  what  might  become  a source  of 
sickness. 

Mr.  O’Brien. — Is  there  any  person  present  who 
wishes  to  make  any  objection  to  the  proposed  change  1 


Mr.  Edward  Coffey  examined. 


257.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  one  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners 1 — I am. 

25S.  What  evidence  do  you  wish  to  give  1 — I say 
that  tlie  blue  line  where  it  goes  should  be  conterminous 
with  divisions,  and  not  take  in  parts  of  fields. 

259.  It  appears  to  cut  the  electoral  division  in  seve- 
ral places?— There  cun  be  no  great  objection  to  that 

260.  What  I have  been  saying  is  tins — we  are  en- 
tirely bound  by  our  instructions,  and  the  instructions 
which  I read  to  you  all  have  been  founded  on  a recom- 
mendation from  an  influential  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  consisting  of  some  of  the  most 
prominent  Irish  members  of  the  House,  aud  some 
English  members  too,  presided  over  by  tlie  late  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  ; and  after  very  mature  investi- 
gation they  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  in 
dealing  with  the  question  care  should  be  taken  to 
make  municipal  wards  coterminous  with  poor  _ law 
wards,  and  towns  with  poor  law  electoral  divisions. 
Circumstances  may  arise  where  that  cannot  be  carried 
out.  In  tlie  present  case  the  only  departure  is  that 
the  whole  of  the  township  is  in  the  Mullingar  elec- 
toral division,  but  it  does  not  include  the  entire  of  it. 
The  blue  line,  however,  embraces  several  electoral 
divisions,  and  so  far  from  carrying  out  the  recom- 
mendation of  tlie  Parliamentary  Committee,  it  would 
he  a much  wider  departure  from  the  present  state  of 
things.  Would  the  Town  Commissioners  wish  to  re- 
consider this  matter  at  a special  meeting,  and  to  sub- 
mit any  other  proposal,  which  would  not  involve  a de- 
parture from  the  electoral  division  boundaries? — I 
think  the  blue  line  where  it  cuts  a field  or  a townland 
— that  that  could  be  avoided  by  leaving  out  those 
portions. 

261.  Do  you  mean  to  say  on  that  principle  that 
the  blue  line  could  be  substantially  followed  •without 
cutting  the  electoral  divisions  1 —The  blue  line  could 
be  so  modified. 

262.  As  to  avoid  cutting  townlands,  but  it  could  not 
be  so  modified  as  to  avoid  cutting  electoral  divisions  ? 
Certainly;  except  in  one  part,  three  or  four  acres 
of  Mullingar. 

263.  The  only  proposition  the  Commissioners  have 
submitted  is  the  blue  line— the  two  mile  radius.  I 
take  it  that  if  the  blue  line  could  not  be  adopted,  they 
would  take  the  electoral  division  ?— Still  the  electoral 
division  is  not  a fair  one.  The  electoral  division  runs 
near  to  Mullingar  at  Ballinderry,  and  it  ought  to 

264.  That  is  to  say,  you  think  that  the  electoral 
division  is  objectionable  on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  a 
uniform  distance? — It- was  made  at  a time  when  local  in- 


fluence was  brought  considerably  to  bear  on  its  for- 
mation— when  gentlemen  kept  their  own  townlands  as 
much  as  possible  to  themselves.  Whereas  the  rate 
in  one  place  would  be  2 §d.  in  the  pound,  there  would 
be  a rate  of  3s.  inside  the  boundary.  That  was  a 
great  objection. 

565.  You  think  that  the  objection  to  the  electoral 
division  is  that  it  is  not  a uniform  distance?— It  is 
not. 

266.  Which  would  you  prefer — the  existing  muni- 
cipal district  or  the  electoral  division  of  Mullingar  ? — 
I would  prefer  the  electoral  division  of  Mullingar. 

267.  As  a matter  of  choice  between  the  present 
municipal  district  and  the  electoral  division  of  Mullin- 
gar, suppose  your  choice  lay  between  these  two,  which 
would  you  prefer? — Of  course,  we  would  get  some- 
thing larger  by  the  electoral  division. 

268.  Would  you  prefer  the  electoral  division  to  the 
present  municipal  district  ? — Certainly. 

269.  But  you  would  prefer  the  blue  line  to  either  ? 


Yes,  I would. 

270.  Would  the  Commissioners  desire  to  hold  a 
special  meeting  to  consider  another  revised  boundary, 
taking  into  account  the  objection,  as  I have  stated 
it,  to  the  present  proposition,  and  to  get  a map  made 
showing  the  boundary  suggested,  as  well  as  the  exist- 
ing one?— I do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary. 

271.  You  have  heard  objections  urged  ou  different 
grounds,  and  you  mentioned  one  objection  to  the  elec- 
toral division,  and  I have  mentioned  an  objection  to 
the  blue  line— would  the  Commissioners  wish  now  to 
toe  the  opportunity  of  haring  a special  ™etmg  to 
reconsider  the  entire  question,  and  then  to  forward  to 
us  to  Dublin  a specific  proposal,  pointing  out  any 
other  arrangement  of  the  boundaries  that  they  would 
submit?— I think  the  Commissioners,  from  what  J. 
know,  would  adopt  the  blue  line.  At  the  same  time, 
there  could  he  some  modification. 

272  Having  heard  the  objection  that  I have 
pointed  out,  would  the  Commissioners  desire  to  avafi 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  reconsidering ; the 
entire6  Question,  anil  then  submitting  some  muddied 
propose!,  some  other  line  that  would  not  he  open  to 
SCno  objection  1 — I would  sey  that  they  .11  con- 
eumd  in  thii  extension.  There  could  he  some  changes 
made  in  it,  of  course. 

273.  Is  there  any  alternative  proposition  that  they 
would  be  prepared  to  submit  1— Except  that  of  the 
of  Mullingar— that  they  would  coin- 


cide in  entirely. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


Mr.  Edward 
Coffey. 
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TRIM.— DECEMBER  ISth, 

■3. 

Before  Messrs.  W.  P.  O’Brien  and  C.  P. 


1878. 

Cotton,  c.e. 


Mr.  J ohn  Reilly  examined. 


1.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  Clerk  to  the  Town  Com- 
missioners 1 — Yes,  sir. 

2.  How  long  have  you  filled  that  office  ? — From  the 
6th  of  May,  1872. 

3.  The  town  of  Trim  is,  I believe,  constituted  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  of  1854  'i 
—Yes. 

4.  What  was  the  date  of  its  being  consti  tuted  under 
that  Act? — November  6 th,  1S54.  The  Commissioners 
adopted  a memorial  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  praying 
his  Excellency  to  sanction  certain  alterations  in  the 
boundary. 

5.  The  town  at  that  time  was  under  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  9th  of  George  the  Fourth  ? — Yes. 

6.  And  they  then  adopted  a memorial  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  praying  that  the  town  might  be  placed 
under  the  Act  of  1854  ? — Yes. 

7.  When  was  that  adopted  ? — They  also  prayed  that 
the  radius  of  the  town  should  be  one  Irish  mile  from 
the  Town  Hall  as  the  centre  of  the  town. 

8.  In  general  terms  that  the  area  should  be  a radius 
of  a mile  from  the  centre  ? — Yes. 

9.  Did  you  get  a communication  to  specify  more 
particularly  what  the  boundaries  were  that  you  re- 
quired?— Yes,  they  were  settled  by  Mr.  Griffiths. 

10.  Was  that  memorial  specifying  the  boundary 
adopted  ? —Yes. 

“ At  a meeting  of  the  Commissioners  and  inhabitants  of 
the  borough  to  take  into  consideration  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant’s letter,  dated  the  1 1th  January,  1855,  recommending  an 
alteration  in  the  boundaries  of  the  borough,  the  Commis- 
sioners resolved  to  adopt  the  said  boundaries.” 

11.  What  were  these  boundaries? — They  are  de- 
scribed in  the  memorial,  as  follows,  viz. : — 

“ Commencing  on  the  north  side,  on  the  Ballivor-road, 
at  the  north-west  angle  of  the  townland  of  Townpark 
North,  thence  eastward  along  said  road  to  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  townland  of  Fostersholding;  thence  north- 
ward along  said  boundary  to  the  Athboyroad;  thence 
eastward  along  the  northern  boundary  of  Michael  Regan’s 
field  to  the  Kells  road  about  fifteen  yards ; thence  eastward 
and  southward  along  the  boundary  of  John  M‘Cormack’s 
tenement,  and  its  continuation  to  the  house  in  rere  of  Blincl- 
lane  occupied  by  Peter  Mooney  ; thence  eastward  and  south- 
ward along  the  boundary  of  townland  of  Townparks  by  the 
Navan  gate  to  the  southern  angle  of  Edward  Hussey’s 
garden ; thence  southward  along  the  town  wall  of  the  River 
Boyne  ; thence  south-east  along  the  River  Boyne  to  the 
eastern  boundary  of  Manorland,  first  division  ; thence  south- 
ward along  said  boundary  to  the  back  road  ; thence  west- 
ward by  said  road  at  rere  of  the  new  gaol  to  the  western 
boundary  of  the  townland  of  Manorland,  first  division; 
thence  along  said  boundary  to  the  Summerhill  road  opposite 
the  charter  school ; thence  along  said  road  southward  about 
thirty  yards  ; thence  westward  along  the  fence  running  south 
of  the  charter-school  buildings  to  alane  at  the  southern  end 
of  Edward  Chambers’  tenements  ; thence  westward  and 
northward  along  the  external  boundary  of  Edward  Cham- 
bers’ and  James  Plunkett's  tenements  to  the  Longwood  road; 
thence  eastward  along  said  road  to  the  western  boundary  of 
Townparks  South ; tnencc  northward  along  said  boundary 
to  the  north-west  angle  of  Mary  Kane’s  field  at  the  Com- 
mons boundary  ; thence  northward  in  a straight  line  crossin  "• 
the  River  Boyne  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  townland 
of  Townparks  North ; thence  northward  along  saidboundary 
to  the  point  first  named." 

12.  About  what  radius  did  you  give  from  the  centre 
of  the  town  ? — It  is  very  irregular. 

13.  About  what  would  it  be,  speaking  generally? . 

About  three-quarters  of  a mile. 

14.  That  is  in  some  places  three-quarters  of  a mile? 
—Yes. 

15.  What  is  the  closest  point  to  the  centre  of  the  town 
in  that  area  ? — The  extreme  would  be  about  half  a mile. 


16.  Wliat  would  bo  the  nearest  point  of  the  bound 
ary  to  the  centre— you  say  it  is  not  regularly  distribu 
ted  ? — It  is  marked  on  tlie  map  (produced).  It  wouu 
be  about  two  furlongs. 

17.  What  is  the  area  of  the  present  municipal  dis- 
trict ?— I can’t  tell  the  number  of  acres  without  % 
rate  book,  which  will  be  here  directly. 

18.  I have  it  in  the  tabular  statement  referred  to  in 
my  report,  and  that  I got  from  the  Valuation  Office 
at  the  time.  It  is  given  as  148  acres  ? — Yes,  I think 
that  is  so. 

19.  And  the  valuation  is  .£2,032? — Yes. 

20.  So  that  substantially  I presume  that  that  return 
is  correct  ? — Yes ; £1,728  is  the  poor  law  valuation. 

21.  How  mauy  townlands  enter  wholly  and  how 
many  townlands  enter  in  part  into  the  municipal 
boundary  ? — We  have  portion  of  the  Common  lands. 

22.  First,  what  townlands  are  entirely  included  ?— 
There  are  no  townlands  wholly  included. 

23.  It  is  all  parts  of  townlands,  and  you  have  not 
the  entire  of  any  townland  in  the  district  ? — No. 

24.  Are  Townparks  recognised  as  a townland?— 
No  ; but  I could  not  say  exactly. 

25.  How  many  Commissioners  are  there  ? — Nine. 

26.  Was  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  adopted  here 
for  all  purposes  ? — Yes. 

27.  Including  the  supply  of  water? — Yes— water, 
lighting,  cleansing,  and  everything. 

28.  You  are  not  the  urban  sanitary  authority?— 
No,  not  now ; not  since  1874. 

29.  You  merged  in  1874  in  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
as  the  rural  sanitary  authority,  your  town  having  less 
than  6,000  inhabitants? — Yes. 

30.  From  what  source  is  your  expenditure  supplied; 
is  it  entirely  by  rates  or  otherwise  ?—  By  property.  We 
have  no  rates ; we  never  had  any. 

31.  Is  it  entirely  by  Corporate  property? — Yes. 

32.  What  is  tlie  nature  of  it? — It  is  all  land. 

33.  Wliat  is  the  annual  value  of  it? — We  have  479 
acres,  3 roods,  37  perches,  Irish  measure,  and  the  rental 
is  close  on  £700. 

34.  You  have  never  had  any  municipal  rate?— 
Never. 

35.  Your  income  being  close  on  £700,  can  you  state 
what  is  your  annual  expenditure  ? — I have  it  in  detail 
— the  poor  law  taxis  about  £40,  tlie  income  tax  £5  or 
£6.  We  have  interest  to  pay  on  a debt  of  £2,400, 
that  the  property  is  mortgaged  for,  at  the  rate  of  44 
per  cent.  We  have  to  pay  for  scavenging  about  £80 
or  £90.  The  Town  Clerk’s  salary  is  £60,  and  the  fees 
to  the  agent  for  the  collection  of  the  rents  of  the  town 
property,  at  Is.  3d.  in  the  pound,  came  to  between  £30- 
and  £40. 

36.  Do  you  light  tlie  town  of  Trim  with  gas  ? — We 
do. 

37.  What  does  that  cost  ? — The  Commissioners  have 
the  gas-works  in  their  own  hands. 

38.  And  they  manage  the  gas-works  themselves  ? 
— Yes,  and  they  try  to  make  a profit,  and  light  the 
•town  besides. 

39.  So  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  gas-lighting  covers 
its  own  expenditure  ? — It  does  at  present. 

40.  Is  the  entire  town  situated  in  one  electoral 
division? — Yes ; in  the  electoral  division  of  Trim. 

41.  I presume  you  are  not  aware  of  the  statistics 
of  the  area  and  population  of  the  electoral  division  of 
Trim  ? — I am  not,  sir. 

42.  But,  I presume,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
electoral  division  of  Trim  extends  greatly  beyond  the 
present  municipal  boundary  ? — Ob,  yes ; Trim  is  only 
portion  of  the  electoral  division,  • 
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43.  Within  the  municipal  district  is  there  no  rural 
district  included— no  amble  lands  that  could  be 
rewarded  entirely  as  townparks  ? — No,  it  is  all  purely 

W44.  It  consists  purely  of  town,  you  say? —Yes,  and 
very  little  gardens  even  about. 

45.  Have  the  Commissioners,  so  far  as  you  are 
aware,  had  under  consideration  the  question  of  the 
existing  boundaries,  with  the  view  of  seeing  whether 
they  required  to  be  extended,  limited,  or  otherwise 
altered! — No,  not  to  come  to  any  decision  about  it. 

46.  But  since  the  communication  from  the  Bounda- 
ries Commissioners  was  laid  before  them,  asking  them 
to  reply  to  certain  queries,  have  they  considered  the 
matter?— Yes,  they  considered  it  over,  but  they  ex- 
pressed no  views  on  it. 

47.  Then  you  are  not  in  a position  to  state  whether 
tJiey  are  in  favour  of  having  tlie  boundaries  extended, 
limited,  or  otherwise  altered  ? — No,  they  did  not  con- 
firm anything  at  the  meeting. 

48.  Bo  you  know  whether  the  opinion  of  the  rate- 
payers outside  the  present  municipal  boundary  is  in 
favour  of  having  the  area  extended  or  otherwise? — 
I don’t  know,  but  with  the  exception  of  the  body  that 
wovems  the  town,  they  never  enter  into  the  affairs  of 
the  town  at  all.  They  don’t  mind. 

49.  What  is  the  municipal  expenditure,  taking  one 
year  with  another  ? — At  the  last  audit  we  had  about 
£1,200  receipts  from  gas  and  all,  and  at  tlie  end  of  the 
year  we  had  nearly  £400  to  our  credit. 

50.  Up  to  what  date  do  you  make  your  accounts? — 
Up  to  the  13th  April. 

51.  Well,  on  this  last  account,  closed  on  the  13th 
April  this  year,  there  was  a balance  to  the  credit  of  the 
Commissioner's? — There  was. 

52.  Have  you  a printed  copy  of  that  report? — We 
hare  a copy,  but  it  is  not  printed. 

53.  You  will  be  able  to  furnish  a copy  of  it? — Yes. 

54.  Tell  me  exactly  what  tiro  correct  balance  was, 
and  the  amount  of  the  account  up  to  April  last  ? — 
Yes;  our  receipts  were  £995  14s.  3 |d.,  and  our  ex- 
penditure left  a balance  of  .£354  14s.  10c?. 

55.  To  the  credit  of  tlie  Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

56.  After  providing  for  all  expenditure? — Yes. 

57.  Then  I may  take  it  that  your  iucome  is  amply 
sufficient  for  all  purposes,  and  that  you  have  not  had 
to  abstain  from  carrying  out  necessary  works  in  the 
town  through  the  limited  nature  of  your  income? — 
No ; certainly  not. 

58.  And  up  to  the  year  1874,  when  you  merged  in 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  as  the  sanitary  authority,  you 
provided  for  not  only  what  you  provide  for  now,  but 
for  all  sanitary  works  connected  with  tlie  town? — Yes. 

59.  It  was  only  in  1874  you  became  merged  in  the 
Board  of  Guardians? — Yes  ; and  we  were  engaged  at 
that  time  in  drainage  works  which  were  stopped  in 
consequence. 

00.  Were  these  drainage  works  which  you  had  then 
commenced  carried  out  since  by  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians ? — No. 

61.  And  is  the  view  of  the  Commissioners  in  favour 
of  having  them  carried  out? — Certainly. 

62.  Were  they  works  of  any  large  extent? — No ; 
not  very  large ; they  were  the  necessary  drains  of  the 
town. 

03.  What  would  be  the  probable  cost  of  the  drain- 
age of  the  town ! — Tlie  drainage  of  tlie  town  would 
cost  about  £G00. 

64.  The  Commissioners  had  not  entered  on  the 
work? — Yes,  we  had;  and  there  are  two  very  good 
drains  made  already. 

^ 05.  Would  the  £600  represent  the  entire  cost? — 

66.  How  much  had  been  expended  on  these  works 
by  the  Commissioners  before  they  were  merged  in  the 
Board  of  Guardians  ?— About  £250. 

67.  So  that  about  £350  would  still  be  required  to 
complete  the  drainage  works? — Yes. 

68.  And  that  would  give  a complete  system  of 
drainage  to  tbe  town? — Yes. 


69.  Have  the  Guardians  refused  to  cany  out  that 
scheme?  I dont  know  that  they  have  refused,  but 
they  have  not  carried  it  out. 


70.  The  Guardians  also  supply  water  for  the  town? 
—lhe  water  supply  was  earned  on  by  us  a little  time 
alter  the  Act ; but  when  the  auditor  saw  the  expenditure 
for  town  purposes,  lie  surcharged  the  Commissioners, 
and  we  had  to  memorial  the  Local  Government  Board 
that  proceedings  should  not  he  taken  to  enforce  the 
surcharge,  and  we  were  not  paid  back  that  money. 

71.  Has  anything  been  done  to  improve  the  town 
water  supply  ?— -Some  people  complain  that  some  of  the 
pumps  are  not  in  good  order. 

72.  The  supply  is  all  from  pumps  ?— Yes. 

73.  Of  course  you  are  quite  aware  that  under  the 
Act  of  1874,  towns  such  as  Trim,  not  having  a popu- 
lation of  6,000,  became  merged  for  sanitary  purposes  in 
the  Boards  of  Guardians ; but  are  the  Commissioners 
aware  that  under  the  Actof  last  Session  a new  provision 
has  been  introduced  to  enable  the  Local  Government 
Board,  on  the  application  of  the  Town  Commissioners, 
to  transfer,  by  provisional  order,  the  sanitary  authority 
back  from  Boards  of  Guardians  to  the  Town  Com- 
missioners ? — They  are  aware ; they  had  a letter  from 
Mr.  Parnell,  the  county  member  for  Meath,  stating 
that  the  Attorney-General  would  add  that  clause. 

74.  Do  the  Town  Commissioners  contemplate 
availing  themselves  of  that  clause?— Yes,  I think  so  ; 
they  talked  the  matter  over. 

75.  The  question  has  been  under  discussion  i — It  has 
been. 


76.  And  an  opinion  favourable  to  it  has  been  ex- 
pressed?— Yes ; the  Commissioners  have  been  favour- 
able to  it. 

77.  But  no  formal  step  has  yet  been  taken  in  it? — 
None. 

78.  But  so  far  as  you  ai'e  aware  the  feeling  of  the 
Commissioners  is  favourable  to  having  the  authority 
hack? — Yes. 

79.  Is  it  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  that  the 
different  sanitary  matters  would  be  better  attended  to 
by  the  Commissioners  than  by  the  Board  of  Guardians? 
— Yes ; they  do  not  like  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  tax 
the  town  with  an  expenditure,  and  collect  it  off  them  in 
the  shape  of  rates,  when  there  is  property  that  could 
be  used  for  tbe  purpose. 

80.  You  think  the  Guardians  are  of  the  same 
opinion? — I don’t  know  about  the  Guardians,  but  the 
people  think  the  Guardians  should  not  have  authority 
to  make  rates  when  there  is  property  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense without  paying  rates  at  all. 

81.  You  think  the  feeling  is  in  favour  of  that? — 
Yes. 

82.  Are  the  Commissioners  also  aware  that  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  of  last  Session,  there  is  power 
to  transfer  certain  jurisdiction  now  exercised  by  the 
Grand  Jury,  over  roads  and  bridges  in  the  town,  to 
the  urban  sanitary  body? — They  are  not;  but  the 
Commissioners  made  an  order  here  several  months  ago 
the  footpaths  were  in  such  a bad  way,  to  have  some- 
thing done.  I had  a letter  from  the  county  surveyor, 
acting  for  the  Grand  Jury,  stating  that  the  contractors 
were  bound  to  attend  to  the  streets.  They  should, 
hut  thev  have  not ; and  the  Commissioners  have  had 
to  get  large  quantities  of  sand,  for  which  they  get 
nothing ; and  the  Commissioners  have  made  a rule 
that  I should  apply  to  the  Grand  Jury,  laying  before 
them  the  amount  expended  by  the  Commissioners,  and 
seek  to  get  it  refunded. 

83.  Do  the  Commissioners  consider  there  is  more 
received  from  the  town  as  Grand  Jury  cess  than  is 
expended  on  it? — Quite  sure  of  it. 

84.  Are  they  dissatisfied  1 — They  are  dissatisfied. 

85.  So  far  as  you  know  they  are  not  aware  of  the 
provision  in  the  Act  of  last  session,  enabling  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  transfer  the  authority  of  the 
Grand  Jury  as  to  roads  and  bridges  ? — They  are  not. 

86.  Then  of  course  they  have  never  taken  the  matter 
into  consideration?— Only  remonstrated  with  the 
Grand  Jury. 


Taw. 

Dec.  18, 1878. 

Mr.  John 
Reilly, 
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Dec.  18,  1876. 

Hr.  John 
Reilly. 


87.  I •will  read  you  the  section  referred  to,  in  case 
they  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  and  then  they 
will  he  aware  of  the  exact  state  of  the  law.  Originally 
no  portion  of  the  Grand  Jury  jurisdiction  could  be 
transferred  to  the  town  body  without  a special  Act  of 
Parliament,  which  was  very  expensive,  and  was  there- 
fore only  availed  of  by  large  towns  of  the  first  class  ; 
but  by  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1874,  a provision 
was  introduced  enabling  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  transfer  certain  authority  to  the  municipal  body. 
That,  however,  required  not  only  the  assent  of  the 
ratepayers  of  the  town,  but  subsequently,  by  present- 
ment of  the  Grand  Jury,  and  where  that  presentment 
was  not  passed,  the  proceedings  lapsed,  and  in  several . 


instances  where  it  was  sought,  the  presentment  wa 
tin-own  out,  and  in  only  one  town— Wexford— w 
the  presentment  passed ; but  the  question  has  w! 
dealt  with  in  the  Act  of  last  session,  section  206  (rea<b 
section).  You  will  thus  see  that  if  you  were  consti* 
tuted  the  urban  authority  under  the  seventh  section' 
you  are  now  given  power  to  look  for  the  transfer- 
you  think  the  Commissioners  would  be  glad  to  avail 

themselves  of  that  power  if  they  wore  aware  of  it  i 

I do. 

88.  But  you  have  no  means  of  knowing  what  then 
views  are  on  the  subject  of  the  extension  of  the  borow-h 
boundaries  ? — No.  There  are  four  Commissions 
here,  and  they  will  he  able  to  tell  you. 


Mr.  T. 
Kennedy. 


Mr.  Thojias  Kennedy,  Chairman,  Town  Commissioners  of  Trim,  examined. 


89.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Have  you  been  many  years 
Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners  1 — Yes ; last 
year  and  portion  of  this  year,  and  I was  Chairman 
other  years  too. 

90.  You  have  been  Commissioner  for  a great  many 
year's  ? — About  twelve  years. 

91.  And  you  are  acquainted  with  the  working  of 
the  town! — Yes. 

92.  Have  you  ever  amongst  yourselves  in  any  shape 
discussed  the  question  of  the  desirability  of  having  the 
municipal  boundary  altered  in  any  respect? — There 
was  no  decision  come  to  at  last  meeting. 

93.  But  you  have  discussed  it  amongst  yourselves? 
— We  have. 

94.  Are  you  aware  of  the  feelings  of  the  Commis- 
sioner's on  the  subject  ? — I think  the  majority  of  them 
are  for  leaving  the  boundaries  as  they  are. 

95.  You  think  they  would  rather  leave  them  un- 
touched ? — Yes. 

96.  You  have  only  nine  Commissioner's? — Yes, 
nine. 

97.  How  many  Commissioners  were  present  the 
day  you  were  discussing  the  matter? — Six. 

98.  Were  they  unanimously  in  favour  of  leaving 
the  boundaries  as  they  are  ? — I think  the  majority  of 
the  Commissioners  are — notthe  Commissioners  present 
that  day ; they  were  in  favour  of  extending  the 
boundary. 

99.  Then  the  Commissioners  are  not  united  in 
opinion  ? — No. 

100.  But  the  majority  of  the  six  present  were  in 
favour  of  extending  the  boundary  ? — Yes. 

101.  What  was  the  extension  that  seemed  to  com- 
mend itself  to  them  ? — There  was  no  particular  exten- 
sion decided  on  at  the  meeting. 

102.  The  radius  of  the  present  town  is  rather 
limited,  it  is  three-quarters  of  a mile  at  the  furthest 

point,  and  a quarter  of  a mile  at  the  shortest  point  ? 

Yes. 

103.  Are  you  in  favour  of  extension  of  the  bound- 
ary ? — I am  not  in  favour  of  extension. 

104.  You  are  in  favour  of  leaving  things  as  they 
are  ? — Yes. 

105.  Are  there  not  lands  about  the  town  which 

derive  advantage  from  this  proximity  to  the  town  ? 

I think  not. 

106.  But  don’t  you  think  there  are  lands  near  the 
town  whose  value  is  greater  than  lands  at  a greater 
distance  from  it  ? — Those  adjoining  the  town  are. 

107.  Aren’t  there  many  people  on  the  lands  about 
the  town? — No. 

108.  It  is  chiefly  grass  lands  ? — Yes. 

109.  Are  the  accommodation  lands  held  by  the 
people  of  Trim  included  within  the  municipal  district 
at  present  % — Only  a portion  of  them. 

110.  And  you  say  there  are  not  many  inhabited 
dwellings  on  these  accommodation  lands  ? — No. 

111.  There  are  not  many  people  then  who  derive 
advantage  from  having  a market  so  close  to  them  for 
the  sale  of  all  kinds  of  farm  produce  ? — No. 

112.  Or  who  benefit  by  having  schools  in  Trim  to 
which  they  can  send  their  children  ? — No ; not  imme- 


diately. They  are  about  a mile  or  a mile  and  a half 
away. 

113.  How  many  inhabitants  would  you  say  there 
are  between  the  present  municipal  boundary  and  the 
radius  of  a mile  outside  it? — The  number  is  very  small. 

I could  not  say  many. 

114.  Then  there  are  not  many  persons  living  out- 
side the  present  boundary  who  derive  any  "advantage 
from  this  proximity  to  the  town,  in  the  way  of  schools 
markets,  or  otherwise  ? — No. 

115.  You  would  not  be  in  favour  of  extending  the 
participation  in  the  advantages  of  municipal  govern- 
ment to  the  people  outside  the  present  boundary?— 
No,  I think  not. 

116.  Assuming  you  got  the  sanitary  jurisdiction 
transferred  to  you,  would  your  present  income  lie 
amply  sufficient  for  sanitary  purposes  besides?— It 
would. 

1 1 7.  A ssuming  that  under  the  seventh  section  of  the 
Public  Heal  tli  Act  you  became  the  sanitary  authority, 
and  that  subsequently,  by  provisional  order  from  the 
Local  Government  Board,  yon  acquired  the  jurisdiction 
over  roads  and  bridges,  would  your  income  be  still 
sufficient  for  all  purposes  of  that  nature  that  would  he 
likely  to  arise  ? — Yes,  if  we  got  a tax. 

118.  But  suppose  the  duties  were  transferred  to  you, 
do  you  think  the  funds  would  bo  sufficient  ? — I think 
it  would  not,  without  a borough  rate. 

119.  You  think  a rate  would  be  necessary  if  you 
had  charge  of  roads  and  bridges? — I think  it  would. 

120.  What  rate  do  you  think  would  be  necessary? 
I could  not  say. 

121.  In  the  event  of  a rate  becoming  necessary, 
would  not  that  modify  the  views  of  the  majority  of  the 
Commissioners  as  to  the  desirability  of  bringing  in 
some  of  the  grass  lands  ? — Yes.  The  Grand  Jury  Bate 
is  Is.  3c/.  in  the  year. 

122.  On  the  Poor  Law  Valuation? — Yes. 

123.  What  is  the  poor  rate  ? — 3s.  in  the  Trim  Elec- 
toral Division. 

124.  The  whole  rate  is  3s.  ? — Yes. 

125.  How  much  is  the  sanitary  rate? — lid. 

126.  That  is  the  special  sanitary  rate? — Yes. 

127.  Of  the  3s.  poor  rate,  lid.  is  for  sanitary  pur- 
poses?— Yes.  2s.  Id.  poor  rate  and  lid.  for  sanitary 
rate. 

128.  And  if  the  sanitary  functions  were  referred  to 
you,  you  say  you  would  be  able  to  provide  for  them 
without  any  tax  at  all? — Yes. 

129.  But  you  would  not  be  able  to  do  without  a 
Grand  Jury  Rate? — Yes. 

130.  When  you  speak  of  lid.  being  required  for 
sanitary  purposes,  you  mean  that  that  was  required  to 
meet  the  sanitary  expenditure  for  three  years  ? — Yes, 

131.  It  was  one  rate  made  since  the  Guardians  be- 
came the  sanitary  authority? — Yes. 

132.  But  the  annual  expenditure  for  sanitary  pur- 
poses doesn’t  come  to  lid.  ? — No. 

133.  Only  about  one-tliird  of  that  would  be  required 
in  the  year  ? — Yes. 

134.  What  were  the  sanitary  works  that  were 
executed? — There  wore  sewers  cleaned  up,  and  wo 
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erected  a large  pump,  aud  we  paid  £20  since  they  be- 
came sanitary  authority,  to  keep  pumps  in  order. 

135.  But  you  did  not  carry  on  any  of  the  new  sewer- 

age works? — No ; we  only  cleaned  out  some  of  the 
sewers.  . . 

136.  You  know  the  town  intimately,  aud  do  you 
think  it  would  he  of  advantage  to  have  these  works 

completed  t— Oh,  yes 

137.  Why  is  it  the  Guardians  did  not  proceed  with 
them?— We  did  undertake  to  do  them. 

138.  But  it  appeara  you  did  not  ?— No. 

139.  What  was  the  reason  that  influenced  you  ? — 
We  considered  that  in  consequence  of  the  high  rate 
we  were  paying — we  were  going  to  borrow  £500  from 
the  Board  to  carry  them,  out — we  would  not  he  justi- 
fied and  then  we  declined,  as  we  heard  that  the  'Com- 
missioners could  undertake  to  do  it  under  the  late 
Act. 

140.  Then  the  reason  is  that  you  looked  forward 
to  getting  this  function  transferred  to  yourselves  ? — 
Yes. 

141.  And  you  were  restrained  previously  from 
undertaking  these  works  by  the  height  of  the  poor 
rate,  and  latterly  by  the  understanding  that  the  power 
could  be  transferred  ? — Yes. 

142.  So  far  as  you  are  aware,  the  opinion  of  the 
Commissioners  would  he  in  favour  of  having  the  sani- 
tary functions  transferred  to  them? — Yes. 

143.  Do  you  think  the  people  outside  would  be 
against  being  brought  in? — I am  sure  they  would 
object. 

144.  Are  they  aware  that  under  the  Towns  Im- 
provement Act  a different  rate  is  prescribed  for  arable 
land  from  that  applied  to  house  property  ? The  62nd 


section  of  the  Act  provides  that,  and  do  you  think 
that  if  the  people  outside  were  aware  of  the  fact  that 
“ they  were  incorporated  with  the  town,  and  if  the 
Grand  J ury  functions  in  regard  to  roads  and  bridges 
m the  township  were  transferred  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, they  would  be  liable  to  be  rated  at  only  one- 
fourth,  they  would  still  have  any  objection  to  bein« 
incorporated  ? — They  would  have  no  objection.  ° 

145.  That  would  alter  their  view?— lit  would. 

146.  The  Commissioners  are,  of  course,  aware  that 
the  sanitary  rates  are  now  assessed  on  all  descriptions 
of  property  equally  under  the  Board  of  Guardians,  but 
are  they  aware  that  if  they  were  to  incorporate  arable 
land  it  would  be  liable  to  only  one-fourth  of  the  rating? 
— They  are  not  aware  of  that. 

147.  Would  it  make  any  difference  in  their  views  ? 
— It  would. 

148.  At  present  as  you  stand,  this  town,  for  sani 
tary  purposes,  forms  part  and  parcel  of  the  rural 
sanitary  district,  and  any  expenditure  incurred  by  the 
Board  of  Guardians  within  the  town  is  levied  on  all 
descriptions  of  property  in  the  same  ratio,  but  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  there  is  a provision  that  arable 
lands  are  only  to  he  liable  in  such  cases  as  this  to  one- 
fourth  the  rate.  That,  you  think,  would  make  a dif- 
ference in  their  views  ? — It  would. 

149.  If  you  had  rates  it  would  make  a difference? — 
Yes. 

150.  But  assuming  your  estimate  to  be  correct  that 
you  would  not  require  any  rate,  no  difficulty  would 
arise  ? — No. 

151.  Is  there  any  suggestion  you  would  like  to  offer 
on  the  subject  of  the  change  of  boundaries  ? — No. 


Taw. 

Dec.  18, 1378. 

Mr.  t! 
Kennedy. 


Mr.  Patrick  Malone  examined. 


Mr.  P.  Malone. 


152.  Mr.  O’Biukn. — You  are  one  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners of  Trim  ? — I am,  sir. 

153.  Have  you  been  many  years  Town  Commis- 
sioner ? — Twenty-live  years. 

154.  You  are  intimately  acquainted  with  the  work- 
ing of  the  town  ? — Yes ; I have  been  a couple  of  times 
Chairman,  and  I have  been  connected  with  the  town 
since  1840. 

155.  Wore  yon  a Commissioner  under  the  9th 
Geo.  1Y.  ? — No,  I think  not ; I was  a minor  at  that 
time. 

156.  You  don’t  know  the  exact  area  of  the  town  ? — 
No ; but  I think  your  return  is  correct. 

157.  Were  you  one  of  the  six  Commissioners  present 
when  they  were  discussing  the  question  of  the  boun- 
daries?— Yes.  Your  letter  came  up,  aud  it  came  so 
suddenly  upon  us  that  I suggested  to  Mr.  Reilly  to 
call  a special  meeting.  We  did  not  think  you  would 
come  so  soon. 

158.  But  you  will  be  able  to  supply  us  with  answers 
to  the  queries  at  your  next  meeting? — Yes. 

159.  When  will  it  be? — On  the  6th  January. 

160.  Was  your  own  opinion  favourable  to  any 
.alteration  in  the  boundary  or  otherwise  ? — I was  in 
favour  of  a slight  extension. 

161.  What  is  the  extension  you  would  suggest? — I 
marked  it  on  this  map  (produced).  The  railway  was 
made  here  on  the  north,  and  I would  like  to  extend 
the  boundary  to  the  railway  gate. 

162.  How  far  is  that  from  the  present  boundary? — 
About  sixty  perches.  That  would  enable  us  to 
scavenge  the  read  up  to  the  station,  which  is  often  in 
a bad  state. 

163.  That  would  take  in  part  of  a townland  ? — It 
would  take  in  part  of  the  Commons. 

164.  Which  is  the  property  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners ? — Yes. 

165.  Then  the  only  portion  taken  in  would  be  cor- 
porate property  ? — Y es, 

166.  Is  the  Commons  the  name  of  a townland? — 
Yes  ; they  are  in  small  divisions,  and  they  are  called 
Commons'  and  Corporation  land. 


1 67.  Then  the  only  change  you  would  suggest  would 
be  to  take  in  portion  of  the  townland  of  Commons 
going  up  to  the  railway  station? — Yes.  It  is  the  fifth 
division  of  the  Commons. 

168.  Is  it  the  whole  of  that  division? — Yes. 

169.  You  would  include  the  whole  of  fifth  division 
of  Commons? — Yes. 

170.  That  represents? — Fifteen  acres  two  roods 
and  thirty-fire  perches. 

171.  And  your  reason  is  to  give  you  an  opportunity 
of  scavenging  the  road  leading  to  the  railway,  and 
repairing  it,  if  yon  got  the  authority  afterwards? — 
Yes. 

172.  Is  that  the  only  alteration  you  think  desir- 
able?— No.  There  is  another  alteration  I would  like, 
if  we  become  the  sanitary  authority,  as  we  wish. 
There  is  a drain  from  the  town  on  the . east  side, 
which  discharges  a great  deal  of  the  town  sewage  ; 
and  by  extending  the  boundary  to  the  north  side  of 
that  stream,  we  would  be  able  to  scour  it  out  as  we 
have  often  done. 

173.  What  is  the  extension  you  propose  in  that 
direction?— About  sixty  perches  more. 

174.  State  wliat  exactly  you  would  propose  to  in- 
clude on  the  east  side?— A portion  of  the  Blackfriar 
townland,  as  far  as  the  main  drain  discharging  the 
sewage  of  the  town  at  Lackanash. 

175.  What  area  does  that  represent? — About  six 

acres.  , , . , , 

176.  Is  there  any  further  addition  you  would  wish  f 
—I  would  include  the  small  townland  of  Greekpark. 

177.  Why? — To  give  us  command  of  the  roads. 

178.  What  is  the  sine  of  Greekpark  1— It  is  three 
or  four  acres. 

179.  Is  there  any  other  addition  you  would  sug- 
gest ?— Yes.  Going  out  on  this  side  of  the  town  out 
to  the  <ovol  wall,  we  stop  at  the  gaol  wall  on  the  south- 
east siefe-  The  people  arc  in  the  habit  of  walking 
round  outside,  making  a circular  road  of  it,  and  we 
can’t  scavenge  that  part. 

180.  What  would  you  take  in  on  the  south-east 
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tbim.  side ? — From  the  gaol  wall  to  the  model  school,  in- 

Dec.  18,1878.  eluding  the  model  school ; the  children  walk  up  there. 
Mr.  P Malone.  181.  What  acreage  would  that  represent  ? — I would 
also  take  up  to  the  Boyne  on  the  north-east,  and  the 
road  on  the  south,  which  would  represent  entirely  ten 
or  fifteen  acres  English. 

182.  Are  there  any  other  additions  you  would  sug- 
gest?—Yes.  We  can’t  scavenge  farther  on  the  south 
than  the  chapel  gate,  and  I would  like  to  extend  the 
borough  up  along  the  entire  road  in  front  of  the  work- 
house  and  the  model  school. 

183.  Going  on  the  south  to  what  part? — The  work- 
house  plot  stands  to  the  south,  and  I think,  for  all 
purposes,  it  would  be  quite  enough  to  include  the  whole 
of  the  road. 

184.  In  the  townland  of  Manorland? — Yes. 

185.  You  would  include  the  road  at  the  north  side 
of  Manorland] — Yes,  to  enable  us  to  scavenge  and 
repair  it. 

186.  You  would  only  include  the  road? — Yes. 

187.  Are  there  any  other  additions  ? — These  are  all 
I would  suggest. 

188.  You  heard  me  read  the  section  enabling  town 
bodies  to  get,  in  certain  cases,  a transfer  of  the  Grand 
Jury  authority  o v er  road s and  bridges.  Are  you  in  favour 
of  having  the  Grand  July  power,  as  to  roads  and 
bridges,  transferred  from  the  Grand  Jury  to  you?-- 
Yes,  because  we  have  always  been  making  footpaths 
and  repairing  them  out  of  the  fluids  when  we  had  con- 
trol over  them. 

189.  If  all  the  Grand  Jury  functions  were  trans- 
ferred, do  you  agree  it  would  involve  the  necessity  of 
making  some  rate  ? — No ; and  for  this  reason.  Al- 
though the  rental  is  only  £700  now,  it  was  set  thirty- 
one  years  ago,  when  prices  were  lower ; and  we  will 
be  getting  additional  rent  for  our  land,  and  altogether 
we  will  be  worth  £1,000  a year. 

190.  When  will  that  be  ? — Within  the  next  four  or 
five  years ; for  the  leases  will  expire,  and  be  renewed 
at  higher  rents. 

191.  So  that  you  think  even  if  the  Grand  Jury’s 
duties  were  transferred  to  you,  you  would  have  funds 
enough  ? — I think  so.  I was  originally  for  the  mile 
radius. 

192.  But  your  views  have  since  been  changed? — 
Yes. 

193.  Why  have  you  changed  your  opinion  on  the 
subject  ? — Because  we  would  have  to  repair  roads  if 
we  got  the  functions  of  the  Grand  Jury. 

194.  And  you  would  not  be  in  favour  of  that? — 
No ; it  would  be  too  heavy  expenditure. 

195.  It  is  only  on  that  ground  that  you  object  to 
the  mile  radius  ? — Yes. 

196.  You  only  object  on  the  anticipation  of  getting 
control  over  the  roads  and  bridges? — Yes. 

197.  But  you  think  the  changes  you  have  suggested 
would  be  sufficient  ? — I would  be  satisfied  with  them, 
because  I know  a few  of  the  Commissioners  are  for 
making  no  alteration  at  all. 

IPS.  If  you  adopted  the  mile  radius  would  that 
bring  in  a great  many  more  ratepayers  than  at  pre- 
sent?— Oh,  yes  ; a great  many  more.  [Produces 
map.] 

199.  That  circle  represents  the  mile  radius  ? 

Yes. 

200.  If  that  were  adopted,  what  would  be  about  the 
area  of  the  district  ? — It  would  be  over  2,000  acres. 

201.  That  would  be  about  the  acreage  included  in 
the  mile  radius? — Yes. 

202.  How  many  additional  ratepayers  would  that 
bring  in  ? — It  would  bring  in  a good  many. 

203.  Would  that  mile  radius  cut  townlands  ? Yes 

nearly  in  every  instance. 

204.  Would  it  all  be  still  within  the  electoral  divi- 
sion ? — Yes. 

205.  You  don’t  know  the  valuation  it  would  give? 
— I think  the  valuation  of  houses  and  everythin cr 
would  be  about  £5,000. 

206.  Speaking  roughly,  about  £5,000 ? — Yes. 


207.  Still,  it  would  all  be  within  the  electoral  <liri 
sion  of  Trim  ? — Yes. 

208.  Doesn’t  it  occur  to  you  that  that  would  not  be 
an  unreasonable  limit  to  take? — It  would  impose  a 
great  deal  of  duties  on  the  Commissiouers  that  they 
would  not  like  to  have  to  discharge. 

209.  Can  you  give  me  an  idea  of  how  many  rate- 

payers  it  would  add  to  the  constituency? I 

there  are  nearly  700  or  800,  including  town  and  all 
in  that  circle. 

210.  How  many  have  you  in  the  present  municiml 

district?— About  300.  1 

211.  So  that  it  would  double  the  ratepayers 
Yes. 

212.  How  many  new  ratepayers  would  it  intro- 
duce? — Well,  about  double  the  number  would  then 

be  included. 

213.  Don’t  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  to 
give  a larger  number  an  interest,  in  the  good  workin« 
of  the  municipal  government? — No  doubt  it  would.  ° 

214.  Don’t  people  within  that  radius  derive  advan- 
tages from  their  proximity  to  the  town  as  a marketfor 
the  sale  of  butter,  eggs,  and  all  that? — They  all  do 
certainly  within  that  circle. 

215.  They  get  higher  value  for  their  farm  produce! 
—Yes. 

216.  And  don’t  their  children  all  come  to  the 
schools  in  town? — Yes. 

217.  Aren’t  there  a good  many  out  there  not  con- 
nected with  the  town? — We  have  about  fifty  or  sixty 
of  our  own  tenants  who  would  come  within  the 
circle.  About  the  sewerage,  when  the  Sanitary  Au- 
thority was  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
being  a Commissioner  myself,  I never  could  do  any- 
thing for  the  Town  Commissioners  as  engineer,  but  the 
Board  of  Guardians  at  once  employed  me  to  get  up 
plans  and  sections  for  the  town,  and  to  report  on 
the  amount  of  drainage  that  would  he  required  to 
complete  the  sewerage  of  the  town,  and  I made  a 
report  and  estimates,  and  plans  and  sections,  and  they 
determined  to  apply  for  a,  loan  of  £500  to  complete 
the  sewerage,  and  pending  this  it  became  a question 
whether  we  could  get  the  Sauitary  Authority  back, 
and  we  came  to  understand  we  could,  and  we  began 
to  suspend  our  operations,  as  we  think  the  property 
could  pay  the  expense,  instead  of  having  to  pay  for 
a loan  of  £500,  the  property  being  already  mort- 
gaged. 

218.  What  were  you  going  to  do  with  the  drain- 
age ? — Discharge  it  into  the  river  through  the  old  out- 
falls. 

219.  Then  you  think  both  liodies  would  be  in 
favour  of  having  the  authority  transferred? — Yes; 
the  town  think  it  would  he  a great  hardship  to  have 
a tax  put  on  where  wo  have  a fine  property,  and, 
although  I would  make  money  as  Engineer  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  I would  prefer,  as  a Town 
Commissioner,  having  the  works  done  by  the  Com- 
missioners. The  Board  of  Guardians  were  about  to 
do  all  that  drainage  when  we  turned  about. 

220.  You  are  aware  you  have  to  make  an  applica- 
tion in  order  to  get  the  transfer  of  the  authority? 
— I am  afraid  we  will  not  get  it  next  session,  as  the 
ICells  men  are  in  for  a provisional  order,  and  we 
will  hardly  be  in  time.  I mentioned  about  the 
sewage  to  show  that  the  Guardians  were  not  neglect- 
ing it. 

221.  Is  there  anything  wanting  in  the  water 
supply  ? — Dr.  Cameron  has  been  condemning  all  the 
pumps,  even  the  splendid  pumplliavein  my  own  garden. 

222.  He  says  they  are  impure,  and  in  that  case 
they  will  be  looking  for  an  improved  supply  ? — Yes ; 
Dr.  Reilly  suggested  an  improvement — that  the  entire 
strip  of  Commons  land  which  extends  on  the  south 
to  the  Boyne  and  west  of  the  town — that  is  all  our 
own  property — should  be  included,  and  whenever  we 
might  look  for  a water  supply  we  might  use  that  land 
for  reservoir  purposes.  Dr.  Reilly  would  wish  as  a 
Commissioner  to  have  that  strip  of  land  included. 
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223.  Then,  it  is  probable  you  mil  have  to  make  a 
reservoir  for  the  water  ?— Yes. 

224  At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Commissioners 
you  will  consider  the  subject,  and  forward  a map 
showing  what  alterations  you  suggest  ? — Yes. 


225  You  can  submit  to  us  the  existing  boundary,  rim., 
the  mile  radius,  and  any  changes  you  recommend  U~  is.igjg 

V ery  well,  sir.  L 

Mr.  P.  Malone. 


Mr.  Henry  Parkinson  examined. 


226.  Mr.  O’Brien.— You  area  Town  Commissioner1? 
—Yes. 

227.  You  have  heard  the  statements  made  by  the 
Chairman  and  Mr.  Malone ; is  there  anything  you  wish 
to  add?  What  is  your  own  view? — My  own  view  is 
that  extension  would  mean  expenditure  to  the  Cor- 
poration,  without  any  benefit. 

228.  That  is  that  you  would  be  giving  benefits 
without  any  return? — Yes. 

229.  You  are  in  favour  of  getting  the  sanitary 
authority  transferred  ? — Yes. 

230.  And  also  the  transfer  of  the  Grand  Jury  con- 
trol over  roads  and  bridges  1 — Yes. 

231.  Would  the  circumstance  of  the  town  property 
not  being  equal  to  the  entire  expenditure  in  that  event, 
and  the  necessity  for  levying  a rate,  alter  your  view  ? 
I did  not  take  that  into  consideration. 

232.  What  do  you  think,  now,  if  you  found  you 
could  not  do  the  duties  without  some  additional  tax, 
might  that  alter  your  view? — It  might  alter  it. 

233.  That  is  if  it  involved  a considerable  rate,  but 
the  necessity  for  a moderate  rate  would  not? — Yes. 


•234.  Are  you  opposed  to  extension  ? — I was  opposed 
.to  the  extension. 

235.  Merely  on  that  grouud  ? — Simply  so. 

236.  Don’t  you  consider  that  lands  lying  within  a 
radius  of  a mile  have  all  more  or  less  an  interest  in 
the  town,  and  participate  in  its  advantages? — Well,  I 
suppose  they  do,  more  or  less. 

237.  And  they  derive  advantage  from  being  so  close 
to  the  town  ? — I suppose  they  do. 

238.  Your  main  objection  is  that  you  have  corporate 
property  which  suffices  for  your  purpose,  and  you 
would  be  sharing  that  without  receivin''  anv  return 
for  it?— Yes. 

239.  But  assuming  that  the  Grand  Jury  functions 
were  to  be  transferred,  and  that  a rate  had  to  be  struck 

in  consequence — would  that  alter  your  opinion? 

Yes. 

240.  But  as  things  stand  you  object? — Yes. 

241.  But  if  you  had  the  same  power  of  taxation  as 
the  Grand  Jury,  you  would  not  have  any  objection  to 
share  the  property  ? — No. 

242.  It  is  looked  upon  as  a matter  of  £ s.  <1.  ? — 
Yes. 


Mr.  Henry 
Parkinson 


Mr.  Laurence  Sheridan,  Clerk  of  the  Union,  examined. 


Mr.  Laurence 
Sheridan. 


243.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Tell  me  the  statistics  of  the 
electoral  division  of  Trim.  What  is  the  area  ? — 8,9 1 5 
acres,  0 roods,  29  perches  is  the  area. 

244.  That  is  the  area  of  the  entire  electoral  divi- 
sion?— Yes. 

245.  What  is  the  valuation? — £10,930  15#. 

246.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town  district  ? — The 
district  within  the  town  is  156a.  lr.  30p. 

247.  That  probably  includes  some  waste? — Yes, 
waste,  and  the  Boyne. 

248.  What  is  the  valuation? — £2,043  5s. 

249.  Can  you  give  us  a list  of  tlio  names  of  the  town- 
lands  in  electoral  divisions? — Yes. 

250.  How  many  townlands  are  iucluded  in  the 
electoral  division  of  Trim  ? — Seventy- three. 

251.  Whatistho  entire  area? — 8,915a.  Or.  29p. 

252.  How  many  townlands  are  partly  included 
within  the  town  ? — Eleven. 

253.  How  many  are  entirely  iucluded  ? — Commons, 
third  division ; Commons,  fourth  division  ; and  Town 
Parks,  South. 

254.  Then  there  are  only  three  wholly  included? — 
Yes. 

255.  How  many  are  partly  included  ? — Black  Friar ; 
Charter  school  land ; Commons,  first  division ; Com- 
mons, fifth  division  ; Upper  Navan  Manor  lands,  first 
division  ; Manor  lands,  second  division ; model  lands  ; 
and  Town  Parks,  North. 

256.  What  is  about  the  farthest  point  of  the  electoral 
division  of  Trim  from  the  town  1 — I could  not  exactly 
say. 

257.  Well,  speaking  as  closely  as  you  can?— It  ex- 
tends about  a mile  and  a half. 

258.  Then  the  electoral  division  of  Trim  doesn’t 
exceed  a radius  of  a mile  and  a half  from  the  town  ? — 
It  does  not. 

259.  The  closest  point  is  how  far? — About  a mile. 

260.  What  is  the  rate  on  the  town  division  at 
present  ? — Three  shillings.  - 

261.  Have  you  assessed  any  special  sanitary  rates 
on  the  town  l — There  is  a sanitary  rate  of  lid.,  and  the 
other  rate  is  2s.  Id 


262.  You  have  had  the  sanitary  jurisdiction  of  the 
town  since  1874  ? — Yes. 

263.  Have  you  had  any  other  rate  during  that  time, 
except  the  present  rate? — No  other  rate. 

264.  Then  that  lid  cover's  the  sanitary  expenditure 
of  the  entire  period  ? — Yes.  We  had  some  difference 
about  fixing  the  area  of  taxation.  Some  of  the 
Guardians  wanted  to  put  it  on  the  whole  electoral 
division,  and  others  were  not  in  favour  of  that. 

265.  Have  the  Board  ever  considered  the  question 
of  transferring  the  sanitary  jurisdiction  to  the  Com- 
missioners ? — They  have  not ; it  was  only  mentioned 
in  a casual  way. 

266.  There  was  no  formal  discussion  on  the  subject? 
—No. 

267.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Board?— I think  the  Board  would  not  be  opposed  to 
the  transfer. 

268.  It  appeal's  there  has  been  some  question  about 
carrying  on  or  completing  some  works  of  sewerage  l — 
The  Board  passed  a resolution  on  seeing  that  the 
Commissioners  were  about  to  petition  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  get  back  the  sanitary  authority, 
and  I was  ordered  to  forward  a copy  of  that  resolution 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Works,  for  we  had 
made  arrangements  with  the  Board  of  Public  Wrorks 
for  a loau  to  complete  the  work. 

269.  Then  you  don’t  think  there  will  be  any  un- 
willingness to  transfer  the  jurisdiction  ? — No. 

270.  Are  you  aware  of  what  the  people  living  out- 
side the  town  boundary,  but  within  the  mile  radius, 
think  on  the  subject  ?— I could  not  exactly  say  what 
they  think.  If  there  was  any  additional  tax,  they 
would,  of  course,  be  opposed  to  it. 

271.  But  if  the  Grand  Jury  functions  over  roads 
and  bridges  were  transferred,  and,  by  reason  of  the 
graduated  scale,  they  would  have  less  to  pay,  they 
would  be  in  favour  of  it? — Yes. 

272.  They  regard  it  more  as  a matter  of  pounds 
shillings  and  pence  ? — Yes. 
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MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


Trim. 

■Dee.  18, 1878. 
John  Bracken. 


Jons  Bracken  examined. 


273.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Trim  town  ? — Yes. 

274.  Are  you  in  favour  of  extending  tlie  Boundaries 
or  the  reverse? — I am  not  in  favour  of  extending  the 
boundaries. 

275.  You  are  not  in  favour  of  sharing  your  property 
with  your  neighbours? — No. 

276.  If  you  had  power  to  impose  a tax  you  would 
not  have  the  same  objection  to  share  the  tax  with  your 
neighbours  as  you  have  to  share  the  property  ? — No  ; 
but  if  we  got  the  county  cess  we  could  do  the  roads  for 
half  the  cost. 


277.  If  it  became  necessary,  in  the  event  of  , 
getting  the  control  of  the  roads,  and  getting  an  a 
to  put  a tax  on,  would  you  not  be  in  favour  of  haS* 
a -wider  distinct  to  levy  the  tax  upon?— I would  sh° 

Mr.  Henry  Parldmon.—We  would  derive  very  liM 
advantage  by  extension.  3 rae 

278.  Why?— Because  there  are  so  few  owners  of 

property,  and  so  many  of  the  holders  of  land  live  Z 
the  town.  “ 

279.  You  are  aware  that  the  area  of  Trim  is  py 

tionally  small  ?— Yes.  “P’ 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 


S*™,.  NAVAN. — DECEMBER  19th,  1878. 

Dee.  19, 1878. 

Before  Messrs.  W.  P.  O’Brien  and  C.  P.  Cotton. 


P.  Mulligan. 


Philip  Mulligan  examined. 


1.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  Town  Clerk  of  Navan  ? 
—Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office? — Seven 
years  next  March. 

3.  The  town  of  Navan  is  constituted  under  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act  of  1854  ? — Yes. 

4.  In  what  year  was  the  town  placed  under  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act  of  1854? — It  was  placed 
under  it  in  1854.  I have  no  document  so  far  back. 
The  earliest  minute  that  came  into  my  possession  was 
dated  1860. 

5.  You  have  nothing  earlier  than  that  ? — No. 

6.  You  have  no  copy  of  the  memorial,  on  which  the 
town  was  constituted  %— No.  I am  aware  from  the 
receipts  and  expenditure  it  was  incorjiorated  in  1847. 

7.  It  could  not  have  been  constituted  in  1847.  The 
only  Act  it  could  have  been  constituted  under  prior  to 
1854  was  the  9th  of  Geo.  IV.  The  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act  was  passed  on  the  10th  August,  1854,  and 
it  mist  have  been  some  date  subsequent  to  that  that 
this  town  was  placed  under  tlie  provisions  of  the  Act  ? 
— I could  not  tell.  I have  no  document  to  carry  me 
back  so  far. 

8.  Had  the  town  been  previously  under  what  is 
called  the  Lighting  and  Cleansing  Act,  the  9th 
Geo.  IV.  t— It  had. 

9.  Por  what  length  of  time  ? — I have  no  document 
to  show.  I have  nothing  hut  receipts  and  expenditure 
to  show. 

10.  Do  the  receipts  and  expenditure  show  you  at 
what  time  the  town  ceased  to  be  under  the  9th  Geo.  IV. 
and  commenced  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? 
— They  do  not.  It  is  nothing  but  in  the  leger  form. 

11.  Is  there  nothing  to  show  under  what  Act  they 
were  administered  then  ? — No,  sir. 

12.  How  far  back  do  these  books  go? — They  go 
hack  as  far  as  1847. 

13.  And  no  further  than  that? — No, 

14.  And  from  that  it  may  be  inferred  that  in  1847 
the  town  was  placed  under  the  9th  Geo.  IV.  ?— Per- 
haps it  might  have  been  before  that.  There  are  books 
before  that. 

15.  But  you  have  no  record  beyond  that? — No. 

_ 16-  What  is  the  area  of  the  present  municipal 
district  of  Navan? — 434a.  Or.  13p. 

17.  In  the  returns  of  the  Valuation  Office  it  is  given 

as  445  acres.  Where  do  you  take  your  return  from  ? 

Our  valuation  book. 

18.  What  is  the  total  valuation? — £4,684  is  the 
ratable  valuation,  only  taking  one-fourth  of  the  valua- 
tion of  the  land. 

19.  But  what  is  the  total  valuation  ? — £5,094. 

20.  How  is  it  that  the  return,  as  given  in  the  valu- 
ation book,  is  £5,335  on  the  28th  May,  1878?— At 
any  revision  they  never  give  the  same  return. 

21.  But  £5,335  is  the  present  valuation? — Yes. 

22.  Has  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  been  adopted 


!i«e  for  all  purposes,  or  only  for  limited  pmroraL. 
All  purposes. 

23.  Did  it  include  the  supply  of  water?— Yes,  until 
the  Act  of  1874. 

. 24-  ®llt  afc  present  you  are  not  the  sanitary  autho- 
£ty'  ,.You  are  “erScd>  siucc  1874,  in  the  Board  of 
Guardians  for  sanitary  purposes  ? — Yes. 

25.  And  since  that  you  have  had  no  sanitaiy  expen- 
diture?— No. 

26.  The  rates  for  the  last  five  years  appear  to  have 
been  as  follows,  viz.  :— 11c?.  for  the  year  1878  1(M 
for  1877,  10c?.  for  1876,  8 d.  for  1875,  and  lOd.  for 
187 4.  Previous  to  1 874  were  larger  rates  assessed  1— 
No  ; 9 cl.  in  the  years  before  that. 

27.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  the  largest  made  was  in 
1878,  lid.  ?— Yes. 

28.  Was  there  any  special  circumstance  that  made 
the  rate  higher  last  year  ?— Yes,  the  building  of  this 
house. 


29.  How  much  did  that  cost?— £200. 

30.  Wliat  are  the  other  purposes  to  which  the  rate 
were  applied  ? — Por  cleansing,  paying  salaries,  and  gas. 

31.  You  light  the  town  1— Yea. 

32.  Do  you  supply  the  gas  yourselves? — No;  it  is 
a limited  company  supply  the  Towu  Commissioners. 

33.  And  tlroy  contract  for  the  supply  to  the  public 
lamps  ? — Yes  ■ heretofore  it  was  by  measurement. 

34.  Are  you  aware  whether  any  special  sanitary 
rate  has  been  made  by  the  Board  of  GuardianB  since 
1874,  in  addition  to  these  rates  for  the  purpose  of 
water  supply  and  sewerage? — There  was  Id.,  Id.,  and 
3c?.,  hut  nothing  this  year. 

35.  When  was  the  lc?.  ?— In  1375. 

36.  When  was  the  3c?.  1— The  3c?.  was  last  year. 

37.  The  3c?.  was  in  1877  for  sanitary  purposes,  and 
the  lcZ.  and  1c?.  in  the  other  two  years  ? — Yes. 

38.  What  purposes  were  they  for  ? — Keeping  sewers 
and  making  new  sewers,  and  repairing  old  ones. 

39.  Has  there  been  any  outlay  for  water  supply? — 
Yes  ; they  erected  new  pumps. 

40.  Is  there  any  sanitary  work  required  to  meet 
the  necessities  of  the  town  besides  the  original  water 
supply? — Yes  ; main  sewers  are  very  much  wanted. 

41.  They  are  very  had  at  present? — Yes. 

42.  W ould  it  require  an  effective  scheme  to  supply 
them? — Not  so  much  now. 

43.  Had  the  Guardians  in  contemplation  to  carry  out 
any  scheme  ? — They  had ; they  have  carried  out  some. 

44.  Had  they  in  contemplation  to  carry  out  any 
large  scheme? — I am  not  aware. 

45.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  that  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  of  last  Session  there  is  now  power 
vested  in  the  Local  Government  Board,  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  Town  Commissioners,  if  they  see  fit,  to 
transfer  the  jurisdiction,  as  a sanitary  authority,  from 
the  Board  of  Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  ? — I am 
not  quite  sure,  but  I believe  they  are. 
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46.  Eut  they  have  never  had  it  under  consideration  ? 
—No,  sir. 

47.  But  are  you  aware  whether  the  feeling  of  the 
Commissioners  is  favourable  to  seeking  for  such  a 
transfer?— I am  not  aware  ; it  not  having  been  under 
discussion,  I could  not  say. 

48.  Are  they  aware,  so  far  as  you  know,  that  there 
is  also  power  given,  under  the  Act  of  last  Session,  to 
transfer  the  jurisdiction  within  the  municipal  district, 
now  exercised  by  the  Grand  Jury,  over  roads  and 
bridges,  from  the  Grand  Jury  to  the  Urban  Sanitary 
Authority  1 — I am  not  quite  aware ; it  never  came 
under  discussion. 

49.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  Commissioners 
consider  the  present  area  of  the  municipal  district  too 
limited,  or  otherwise  ? — I am  not  aware  j it  has  not 
been  under  discussion. 

50.  Have  you  a map  in  your  possession  showing  the 
present  municipal  district? — I have  not,  except  the 
municipal  boundary  acreage. 

51.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  municipality  of 
Navan  situated — is  it  in  one  electoral  division  1 — It  is 
in  the  electoral  division  of  Lower  Navan. 

52.  What  does  the  present  municipal  district  com- 
prehend— how  many  townlands  and  parts  of  towulands 
are  included  in  it? — There  is  first,  Abbey  lands,  one. 

53.  First  give  those  that  are  altogether  included. 
Do  yon  know  the  townlands  that  are  wholly,  and  the 
others  that  are  partly  within  the  municipal  district  ? — 

I do. 

54  I want  to  get  a list  of  the  townlands  which  are 
wholly  included  in  the  municipal  district  j and  then  I 
want  to  get  a list  of  the  townlands,  parts  of  which  only 
are  included  in  the  municipal  district — are  there  any 
townlands  wholly  included  in  the  municipal  district  ? 
— No,  sir ; it  is  only  parts  of  townlands. 

55.  How  many  townlands  are  partly  included  in  the 
municipal  district  ? — Abbeylands,  Black  Castle,  Town- 
parks,  Athlumney,  and  Dillonsland. 

56.  Is  there  any  other  townland  partly  included  ? — 
No,  sir,  only  five. 

57.  What  would  he  the  radius  of  that  district  ? — I 
could  hardly  say. 

58.  What  is  tho  most  distant  part  of  the  munici- 
pality from  the  town  ? — One  mile,  I should  say. 

59.  What  is  the  nearest  part?— I should  say  some- 
thing less  than  a mile ; Athlumney  is  the  nearest. 

60.  Where  does  it  extend  to  a mile  ? — A place  called 
Millbrook,  that  is  in  Abbeylands. 

61.  What  side  is  that  on  1 — The  north-west. 

62.  What  is  the  point  where  you  say  it  comes  nearest 
to  the'town  ? — Due  east  of  Athlumney. 

63.  That  is  how  far? — About  half  a mile,  or  less. 

64.  Half  a statute  mile? — Yes. 

65.  What  is  the  area  of  the  entire  electoral  division 
of  Navan? — There  are  330  acres  and  some  odd  perches 
in  Dillonsland. 

66.  What  is  the  total  of  the  entire  electoral  division  ? 

—14,916a.  2r.  16p. 


JJ-  » tke  valuation  t-£21.S86  15. 

. : VV!at  13  ilia  remotest  part  of  tile  electoral 

09.  Can  you  give  auy  idea  what  it  is?— I should 
say  sometlimg  about  tn-o  miles  to  tie  fnrtiest  p5T 

tant°i  18 saris  tiro  miles  dis- 

tant  l_It  ties  n southern  direction  most. 

^ itis  * 
eng,  ^ ‘te 

of  ll  F T0U  ta4a‘.  ,'?di“s  of  * ”ae  centre 

eddrtioo  T’tT0^  “0ln‘!e  * P*"*  houses  in 
addition  to  the  houses  included  now?— No,  sir  not 
many ; but  if  you  took  a radius  of  a mile  and  a half, 
rt  would  take  m a great  deal  of  valuable  property. 

' ‘L  The  radius  would  not  ?— No,  sir  : it  would 
make  very  little  change. 

75.  As  regards  the  radius  of  a mile  and  a half, 
that  would  not  take  in  the  whole  electoral  division 
of  Navan?— I think  not. 


76.  Do  the  people  you  speak  of,  lying  between  the 
existing  boundaries  and  the  radius  of  a mile  and  a 
half,  derive  advantage  from  their  proximity  to  the 
town  in  the  way  of  having  a market  close  to  them, 
and  are  their  lands  more  valuable  by  reason  of  their 
closeness  to  the  town  1— I think  the  land  is  more 
valuable. 

77.  Do  their  children  resort  to  the  town  for  school 
purposes  ? — All  except  two  divisions. 

1 8.  What  are  they  ? — -On  the  southern  part  of  the 
town  there  are  schools  within  a milo  or  a mile  and  a 
quarter. 

79.  In  the  other  part  of  the  radius  there  is  no 
school? — No,  sir. 

80.  And  they  all  come  in  to  Navan  to  school  ? — 
Yes. 

81.  And  do  the  people  resort  here  to  sell  their 
butter,  and  so  on  ? — Yes,  sir. 

82.  And  in  that  way  it  is  of  special  advantage  to 
them  to  be  so  close  to  the  town  ? — It  is. 

83.  What  electoral  division  besides  Navan  comes 
closest  to  the  town  ? — Donomore. 

84.  Would  that  radius  of  a mile  and  a half  bring  in 
any  other  electoral  division  except  Navan  ? — It  would 
bring  in  all  Athlumney  and  all  Moatlands. 

85.  I am  talking  of  electoral  divisions.  That  radius 
would  not  take  in  any  electoral  division  except  the 
one  Navan  is  in? — No. 

86.  Then,  if  you  made  a radius  of  a mile  and  a half, 
you  would  be  still  within  the  electoral  division  of 
Navan  ? — Yes. 

87.  And  you  would  not  go  into  any  other  electoral 
division? — I think  not. 


88.  The  poor  rates  appear  to  have  ranged  within 
the  last  five  years  between  2s.  and  2s.  5c?.,  and  county 
cess  2s.  Id.  to  Is.  3d.  in  the  same  period  1— Yes. 


Nava*. 
Dec.  19,  1878. 
P.  Mulligan. 


Nicholas  Kelly  examined. 


Nicholas  Kelly. 


89.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  Chairman  of  the  Town 
Commissioners  of  Navan  ? — Yes. 

90.  Have  you  been  long  chairman  of  the  Commis- 
sioners ? — About  a year  and  a half. 

91.  Have  you  been  a Commissioner  long? — A good 
many  years. 

92.  About  how  long  ? — For  fifteen  or  twenty  years, 
I dare  say. 

93.  Are  you  in  a position  to  say  in  what  year  you 
were  placed  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ?— I 
could  not  say. 

94.  You  were  not  a Commissioner  when  the  town 
was  under  the  old  Act  of  the  9th  Geo.  IV.  ?— No,  air. 

95.  It  must  be  a good  many  years  ago  since  you 
came  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act? — Yes. 

96.  It  occurred  before  you  came  on  the  Board,  and 
you  are  a Commissioner  for  fifteen  years  or  more  ? — 
* es>  I think  I am  a Commissioner  fifteen  years. 


97.  There  is  no  record  showing  the  date? — No,  sir 
Si' 98.  You  have  not  the  original  memorial  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant? — No,  sir.  The  chairman  we  had  at  that 
time  is  dead,  and  nothing  could  be  ascertained  after 
Ms  death.  He  was  chairman  from  the  beginning,  I 
think. 

99.  Since  1874  the  sanitary  authority  has  passed 
to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  your  population  being 
under  6,000.  Are  you  aware  that  the  law  has  been 
so  far  altered  as  to  enable  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  transfer  that  jurisdiction  from  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians to  the  municipal  body  on  their  application  1—1 
think  they  are  aware  of  it. 

100.  Have  you  ever,  amongst  yourselves,  in  any  way 
considered  the  advisability  of  seeking  for  a transfer  of 
these  functions  ? — Never. 

101.  Could  you  form  any  idea  whether  the  general 
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Hay  ax.  feeling  •would  be  favourable  to  that  or  not  1 — Well,  I 
Dec.  to,  1878.  coulcl  not  say,  for  the  matter  lias  never  been  discussed. 
NiehoWKellr  102.  Uiey  not  prefer  that  the  regulation  of 

sewerage  and  water  supply,  and  the  cleansing  of  the 
streets  and  other  sanitary  works  of  the  town,  should 
be  under  their  own  superintendence  rather  than  vested 
in  tlie  Board  of  Guardians? — Well,  some  time  ago  it 
was  discussed  at  a meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  and 
they  all  appeared  to  think  that  if  they  had  it  they 
would  be  able  to  benefit  the  town  a good  deal  more, 
and  to  pay  better  attention  to  it.  Sewerage  and 
things  of  that  kind  are  hard  to  be  got  done,  and  on 
two  or  three  occasions  sewerage  was  badly  wanted,  and 
the  Town  Clerk  waited  on  the  guardians  on  one  or 
two  occasions  about  the  matter. 

• 103.  And  the  guardians  would  probably  be  in  favour 
of  having  the  authority  transferred? — Yes. 

104.  How  many  Commissioners  have  you  ? — Fifteen. 

105.  How  many  generally  attend  a meeting? — 
About  an  average  of  eight  or  ten. 

106.  You  meet  once  a month? — Yes. 

107.  And  you  think  the  feeling  would  propably  be 
in  favour  of  having  the  authority  transferred  to  you? 
— I think  it  would. 

108.  Would  that  feeling  be  influenced  in  any  way 
by  the  fact  that,  as  part  of  the  rural  sanitary  district, 
arable  lands  have  to  contribute  their  full  quota  at  pre- 
sent, whereas  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  they 
are  only  rated  at  one-fourth  ? Would  it  make  any  differ- 
ence that  on  the  transfer,  arable  lands  would  be  liable 
to  only  one-fourth  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  little. 
There  is  very  little  land  ■within  the  present  radius  of 
the  borough,  but  if  the  radius  was  extended  there 
would  be  far  more  land  taken  in. 

109.  Are  they  aware  that  under  the  206th  section 
there  is  also  power  vested  in  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  transfer  from  the  Grand  Jury  to  the 
sanitary  authority  the  control  over  roads  and  bridges, 
&c.  ? — I think  they  are  well  aware  of  that. 

110.  Are  the  Commissioners  in  favour  of  having 
that  transfer  or  allowing  things  to  remain  as  they  are  ? 
— I could  scarcely  say.  It  has  never  been  discussed. 

111.  What  is  your  impression,  as  to  the  feeling  of 
the  Commissioners  ? — I dare  say  if  they  got  the  entire 
rates  as  the  Grand  Jury  have  them. 

112.  Of  course  y ou  should  get  the  rates  ?— Could  the 
Commissioners  strike  a rate  ? 

113.  Yes  ? — And  should  we  keep  a county  surveyor  ? 

114.  You  would  have  to  take  charge  of  the  roads  the 
same  as  the  Grand  Jury  do  now? — I don’t  know  what 
is  thought  of  that. 

115.  Are  the  Commissioners  in  favour  of  extending 

the  boundary  ? The  present  area  of  Navan  appears 
to  be  455  acres  ; other  municipalities  are  very  different 
from  that  and  there  are  great  varieties  of  areas  in  the 
municipal  districts  of  Ireland.  Have  you  been  able 
to  collect  whether  the  opinion  of  your  body  is  in  favour 
of  extending  the  present  limits  or  not  1 — I think  they 
are  a little.  J 

116.  Don’t  you  think  that  under  the  present  arrange- 
ment places  are  left  out  which  derive  advantages  from 
being  so  close  to  the  town  ? — I think  they  are. 

117.  What  would  appear  to  you  to  be  a reasonable 

radius,  taking  the  centre  of  the  town  as  a starting 
point,  so  as  to  include  the  districts  which  should  con- 
tribute in  the  same  proportion  as  the  advantages  of 
municipal  government  are  conferred? — I should  say 
half  a mile.  J 


H8-  Half  a mile  outside  the  present  boundary  U 

119.  You  think  that  would  be  fail-? Yes 

120.  That  would  give  an  entire  radius  of  how  mud, 
from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? —About  a mile  and  Uu 

121.  Statute  measure  ? — Yes,  sir. 

1 22.  The  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  W 
expressed  a strong  opinion  that  as  far  as  practicable 
the  boundary  of  the  municipal  district  should  be  made 
coterminous  with  the  boundary  of  the  poor  law  division 
Would  you  consider  the  electoral  division  of  Navan  a 

desirable  municipal  boundary  to  adopt  ? It  would  be 

too  large. 

123.  Then  that  would  be  going  too  far1? Yes. 

1 24.  The  advantages  of  municipal  government  would 
not  go  so  far  ? — No. 

125.  But  you  would  not  object  to  a radius  of  a 
mile  and  a half? — No. 

126.  I presume  in  that  mile  a nd  a half  radius  there 
are  a good  many  inhabitants  who  derive  advantage 
from  their  proximity  to  the  town  ? — There  am. 


127.  Who  derive  advantago  by  having  such  a mar- 
ket for  their  produce,  and  schools  for  tlieir  children, 
and  who  participate  a good  deal  in  the  benefits  arising 
from  the  lighting  and  cleansing  of  the  streets?— Yes, 
to  a very  large  extent,  for  the  railway  comes  to  one 
side  of  the  town,  and  the  parties  living  on  the  other 
side  who  chiefly  use  the  railway  have  to  pass  through 
the  town. 

128.  Are  there  any  sanitary  works  which  the  Com- 
missioners, if  they  became  the  sanitary  authority  and 
if  they  had  a larger  area  to  operate  ou?  would  be  likely 
to  proceed  with  ? — Outside  tire  present  area  ? 

129.  No.  Suppose  you  became  the  sanitary  autho- 
rity instead  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  are  there  any 
sanitary  works  which  you  think  are  required  for  the 
benefit  of  the  town  ? — I think  there  are. 

1 3ft.  Of  what  description  ? — Sewerage. 

131.  And  the  water  supply  ? — I think  it  is  very  fair. 

132.  Are  the  Commissioners  prepared  to  undertake 
that  if  they  had  a wider  area  to  extend  it  over?— I 
think  the  present  area  would  do  as  soon  as  any  other. 

133.  I presume  you  have  no  source  of  income  ex- 
cept the  rates  ? — No. 

134.  No  property  of  any  kind? — No. 

135.  Nor  tolls? — No  ; no  tolls,  or  anything. 

.136.  What  is  your  present  annual  expenditure?— 

About  £220  a year. 

137.  I see  in  my  own  report  for  1876  it  was  about 
£273  ? — I don’t  think  it  was  as  much  as  that. 

138.  Philip  Mulliijan,  Town  Clerk. — In  1877  the 
expenditure  was  £273  6s.  3d. 

139.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Then  £273  would  about  repre- 
sent the  average  expenditure? — Yes. 

140.  As  yet  there  has  been  no  formal  resolution 
adopted  on  the  subject  of  extending  the  boundary? 
— No,  sir. 

141.  You  have  no  map  showing  the  exact  boundaries 
of  the  present  district  1— No. 

142.  You  have  got  no  description  of  the  boundaries, 
of  any  kind? — None  whatever. 

143.  Mr.  Cotton. — Do  the  railway  stations  come 
within  the  municipal  boundary  ? — They  do. 

144.  Both  railway  stations? — Yes,  and  a number 
of  perches  of  each  side  of  the  station. 

145.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Is  there  any  general  suggestion 
on  the  subject  you  would  wish  to  make  to  us  ? — No, 
sir ; I don’t  know  of  any. 


Mr.  T.  Nugent. 


Mr.  Thomas  Nugent  examined. 


146.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners?— Yes,  sir. 

147.  How  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner? 

Not  many  years. 

148.  You  have  heard  the  Chairman's  views  ex- 
pressed on  the  subject  of  the  extension  of  the  boundaries. 

Do  you  take  the  same  view  of  the  question  ? There 

would  not  be  many  houses  taken  in. 


149.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  taking  in  a radius 
of  a mile  and  a half? — Wouldn’t  they  be  entitled  if 
they  wanted  light  to  get  it  ? 

150.  That  would  be  a question  for  yourselves. It 
wa§  contemplated  by  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  that 
outlying  lands  would  not  derive  all  the  advantages 
towns  derive,  for  they  are  only  made  liable  to  one- 
fourth  the  rating,  and  the  inference  is  that  the  opinion 
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ftlie  Legislature  was,  that  although  they  did  not 
mrticipate  in  all  the  advantages,  still  they  indirectly 
derived  so  many  that  they  should  contribute  something. 
You  observe  that  if  the  radius  was  extended,  though 
they  could  not  expect  to  get  all  the  advantages,  still 
they  would  be  liable  to  only  one-fourth  the  rating. 
l)o  you  consider  that  the  inhabitants  of  lands  within  a 
mile  and  a half  of  the  town  derive  certain  advantages 
from  being  close  to  the  town  1 — I don’t  see  how  they 

COl^51_  lsn’t  it  an  advantage  to  have  a good  market 
for  then-  farm  produce! — Navan  is  a very  good 

mai52.  Well,  isn’t  that  an  advantage! — No  doubt  of 

1 153.  Do  the  inhabitants  avail  themselves  of  the 
town  for  sending  their  children  to  school  1 — Yes,  on 
the  north-east  side. 

154.  In  some  directions  they  derive  advantage  from 
schools,  and  in  others  they  do  not !— Yes. 

155.  Are  they  able  to  dispose  of  their  produce 
sooner!— Yes,  no  doubt. 

156.  And  the  land  is  more  valuable  near  the  town ! 

—No  doubt  of  it.  


157.  Taking  it  on  the  whole  do  you  consider  a radius  vayak 

of  a mile  and  a half  would  be  a reasonable  one  !— Oh,  n‘  ,«  ,V-S“ 
it  would.  ’ ^'ir8'8- 

158.  And  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  extend  5Ir- T-  Nugent 
the  present  boundary! — I did  not  myself  consider  it. 

159.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  matter  on  public 
grounds  1 — I would  rather  let  it  stand  as  it  is. 

160.  You  would  not  particularly  urge  it! — No. 

161.  You  consider  the  electoral  division  boundary 
would  be  too  large  to  be  adopted  as  the  municipal 
boundary  1 — Yea. 

162.  On  the  whole  you  would  rather  let  things 
stand  as  they  are  ? — Yes,  just  as  they  are. 

163.  Would  you  he  in  favour  of  having  the  control 
of  sanitary  works  transferred  to  the  Commissioners ! — 

I would  he  an  advocate  for  that. 

164.  If  the  control  was  transferred  would  you  not 
wish  to  have  a larger  areal — No  doubt  of  it. 

165.  And  would  you  consider  it  desirable  to  have 
the  Grand  Jury  control  over  roads  and  bridges  within 
the  town  transferred  to  the  Town  Commissioners  1 — I 
have  not  considered  that. 


Mr.  Kelly  (Chairman),  re-examined. 


Let  me  explain  a small  matter.  We  had  a 
meeting  here  about  altering  the  boundary,  and  I 
was  more  or  less  in  favour  of  having  the  boundary  as 
it  is  as  I was  under  the  impression  we  should  give 
them  all  the  advantages  we  have,  but  since  then  I find 
itis  only  what  is  suitable  for  them  we  are  to  give,  and 
finding  that  I certainly  would  be  vevy  anxious  for  the 
extension  of  the  boundary.  At  that  time  I was  under 
the  impression  we  should  give  them  everytliiug. 

166.  Of  course  you  are  the  judges  of  what  you  are 
to  do.  The  people  living  outside  could  not  expect  the 
same  advantages  as  those  paying  four  times  as  much 
rates  1— I am  not  aware  of  the  amount  of  the  Grand 
Jury  assessment,  or  what  is  expended  on  the  town. 

167.  You  don’t  know  whether  the  amount  ex- 
pended on  the  town  is  equal  to  the  amount  contributed 
by  the  town  1 — No,  sir,  I do  not.  If  they  levied  £150 
and  only  expended  £100  it  would  he  of  advantage  to 
get  control  of  the  roads,  but  if  the  Grand  Jury  ex- 
pended the  whole  of  the  money,  or  more,  which  is  not 
likely,  it  would  be  well  to  remaiu  as  at  present. 

168.  But  you  are  not  in  a position  to  say  whether 
they  spend  more  or  not  1 — I am  not  aware. 

169.  I suppose  you  aro  not  aware  either  whether 
the  Grand  Jury  assess  more  than  they  expend  1 — No. 

170.  Mr.  Cotton. — What  I understand  you  to  say 
is,  that  if  the  amount  expended  by  the  Grand  Jury  at 
present  fell  short  of  the  Grand  Jury  cess- on  the  town 
then  you  are  for  having  the  control  transferred  to  you ! 
-Yes. 

171.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Grand  Jury  are 
spending  as  much  as  they  receive,  you  have  no  desire 
to  have  the  control! — No. 


172.  You  would  not  contemplate  that  if  you  con- 
tributed more  than  was  expended  you  would  get  any- 
thing from  the  Grand  J ury  1 — No,  but  merely  that 
we  would  get  the  same  cess  as  they  get,  and  we  would 
keep  the  roads,  aud  if  there  was  a difference  we  would 
keep  that. 

173.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  would  keep  it  1 — Yes,  and 
spend  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  town. 

174.  If  the  control  was  transferred  to  you,  you 
would  only  raise  as  much  rates  as  the  roads  would 
require  1 

Mr.  Cotton. — The  Grand  Jury  rates  would  lapse 
altogether. 

175.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  would  just  hare  the 
same  works  as  are  at  present  done,  and  you  would  levy 
whatever  rate  would  he  necessary  1 — Well,  under  these 
circumstances,  we  would  not  wish  for  the  transfer.  I 
thought  the  rate  would  be  assessed  on  the  county  the 
same  as  at  present,  and  if  we  could  do  the  work  for 
less  the  difference  would  go  to  the  general  fund  for 
other  purposes. 

176.  No,  that  is  not  what  it  means.  You  would 
do  the  work  the  same  as  at  present  and  levy  the  tax 
commensurate  with  that ! — Under  these  circumstances, 

I would  not  desire  the  transfer  at  all. 

177.  Is  your  view,  Mr.  Nugent,  the  same  as  that 
expressed  by  your  chairman ! 

Mr.  Nugent.— Yes ; the  same. 

178.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Is  there  anything  else  you 
would  wish  to  mention ! 

Mr.  Nugent. — No,  sir ; nothing. 


Mr.  William  Lawlor  examined. 


Mr.  William. 


179.  You  are  both  a Guardian  and  a Town  Com- 
missioner of  Navan ! — Yes. 

1 80.  How  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner  1 — 
Fifteen  or  eighteen  years. 

181.  And  how  long  a Poor  Law  Guardian ! — Twelve 
years. 

182.  Since  1874  you  are  aware  the  Guardians  have 
acted  as  sanitary  authority  1 — I am. 

183.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which 
fi*e  Guardians  discharge  that  duty ! — I am  satisfied. 

184.  Do  you  prefer  it  should  remain  vested  in 
the  Guardians  1 — Yes. 

185.  You  think  it  is  better  1 — I do. 

186.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  the  present 
boundary  extended ! — I am  not. 

, 187.  You  think  it  is  large  enough  as  it  is! — J do, 


188.  On  what  grounds  do  you  think  that! — Ons 
reason  is,  that  by  extending  the  boundary  further  on 
we  would  not  gain  much  by  it. 

189.  If  you  brought  in  a considerable  tract  of  land 
would  that  not  introduce  a considerable  amount  of 
ratable  property !— Yes. 

190.  And  would  that  not  lighten  the  taxation  of 
the  town!— It  would. 

191.  Ath-1  do  you  think  the  people  living  within 
that  radius  of  a mile  and  a half  derive  many  advan- 
tages from  lighting  and  cleansing  and  the  general  work 
of  the  town,  and  by  having  a market  for  their  produce, 
and  resorting  to  it  on  business,  and  having  schools 
there  for  their  children ! — Yes. 

192.  They  derive  advantages ! — Yes. 

193.  And  would  you  think  they  should  not  contri- 
bute ? — I think  it  goes  far  enough. 
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194.  Anil  you  would  not  be  in  favour  of  having 
them  contribute  anything  ! — No. 

195.  And  you  would  consider  the  electoral  division 
entirely  too  large  to  be  adopted  as  the  municipal 
boundary  1 — Yes,  too  large  entirely. 

196.  Do  you  consider  that  the  people  living  outside 
the  present  boundary  would  object  to  being  brought 
into  the  town  1 — I could  not  say. 

Mr.  Kelly. — There  are  parties  outside  the  present 
radius  who  use  the  streets  considerably  more  than  the 
parties  living  within  the  town. 

197.  Mr.  O’Brien. — There  are  a good  many  accom- 
modation lands  held  by  the  residents  of  Navan! —Not 
too  much. 

198.  But  they  hold  what  are  called  accommodation 
lands  ? — They  do. 

199.  Are  these  included  within  the  municipal 
boundary! — Portion  of  them. 

200.  And  portion  are  without  the  municipal  boun- 
dary!— Yes. 

201.  And  are  they  chiefly  within  or  without! — 
Chiefly  outside. 


202.  Would  you  consider  it  fan-  that  these  accom 
modation  lands,  held  by  the  residents,  should  t 
brought  in!— The  people  in  the  town  have  notmJh 
203  So  far  as  it  extends,  would  you  consider  it  * 
reasonable  thing  that  they  should  be  liable  in  the  re! 
duced  proportion  1 — One-fourth  is  a very  small  tax  o 
them.  11 


204.  You  think  they  derive  advantages  commensu. 
rate  with  that ! — They  do. 

205.  Within  what  radius  are  these  lands  included! 
— About  a mile  and  a quarter. 

• 206.  Then  a mile  and  a half  would  include  tie 
whole  of  them! — Yes.  There  is  not  much  accommo- 
dation land  about  Navan. 


207.  Would  you  be  able,  Mr.  Kelly,  to  get  a special 
meeting  of  tho  Commissioners  held  for  the  purpose  of 
adopting  a resolution  expressing  finally  the  changes 
they  consider  to  be  desirable  in  the  existing  boundaries 
and  to  submit  it  with  tho  answers  to  the  queries!-! 
Mr.  Kelly. — Certainly,  sir. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 


NAAS.— SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  21st,  1878. 

Before  Messrs.  W.  O’Brien,  l.g.i.,  and  C.  Cotton,  c.e. 

Mr.  E.  Molloy  examined. 


1.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  Clerk  of  the  Union  of 
Naas  1 — Yes. 

2.  Can  you  tell  us  what  is  the  acreage  and  valua- 
tion of  the  electoral  division  of  Naas  as  at  present 
constituted  1 — The  electoral  division  at  present,  sir, 
comprises  7,827a.  3r.  20p. 

3.  That  is  in  the  electoral  division  1 — Yes. 

4.  What  is  the  valuation,  please ! — The  valuation 
of  the  electoral  division  is  .£11,338  16s. 

5.  How  many  townlands  are  there  included  in  the 
electoral  division  ! — -There  are  twenty-three. 

G.  What  is  about  the  radius  of  that  electoral  divi- 
sion from  the  town  of  Naas.  What  is  the  most  re- 
mote part  of  the  electoral  division  from  it  1 — I should 
say  that  the  most  remote  point  is  Cradockstown  East. 

7.  Now,  what  is  the  closest  part  of  the  electoral 
division — the  closest  of  the  boundary  line  of  the  divi- 
sion to  the  town  of  Naas? — Oldtown  demesne  is  the 
nearest  outlying  townland. 

8.  Is  the  entire  of  the  municipal  district  of  Naas 
included  in  the  electoral  division  1 — Yes. 

9.  Now  you  have  the  entire  of  the  townlands  made 
out ! — Yes. 

10.  How  many  are  there  do  you  say! — Twenty- 
three. 

11.  Well,  how  many  entire  townlands,  and  how 
many  parts  of  townlands,  are  included  in  the  municipal 
district ! — There  are  eight  entire  townlands. 

12.  And  how  many  parts  of  the  townlands! — There 
are  fourteen  parts  of  townlands — that  is  twenty-two. 

13.  What  is  the  acreage — but  first  I take  it  that 

with  the  exception  of  one  townland  entirely  without 

the  municipal  district  includes  all  the  -electoral  divi- 
sion!— Yes. 

14.  What  is  the  acreage  of  the  municipal  district ! 
— It  comprises  4,493a.  2r.  24p. 

15.  In  the  return  I got  it  is  4,541  acres.  What  is 
the  valuation  1 — £ 7 , 41 1 2s. 

16.  The  Board  of  Guardians  are  the  Sanitary 
Authority ! — Yes. 

17.  For  the  entire  of  Naas ! — Yes. 

18.  The  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  have  been 
merged  in  the  Board  of  Guardians  since  the  passing  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  of  1874.  During  the  interval 

between  that  and  the  present  time  have  any  rates 

any  special  rates— for  sanitary  purposes  been  assessed 
within  the  municipal  district  of  Naas! — Yes,  there 
have  been,  I think,  every  year.  I am  not  perfectly 
certain  as  to  the  exact  amounts. 

19.  Can  you,  then,  say  what  rates  have  been  paid 


each  year! — Well,  I would  he  quoting  from  memory. 
There  has  been  a two-penny  rate,  and  I think  one 
year  a three-penny  rate — merely  for  keeping  the 
pumps  in  repair. 

20.  Then  you  have  undertaken  no  large  sanitary 
woi’ks  in  that  time  1 — No. 

21.  Has  it  been  in  contemplation  recently,  oris  it 
now  in  contemplation,  to  undertake  any  large  sanitary 
work  within  the  municipal  district ! — Well,  yes,  it 
was  in  contemplation.  There  was  a committee  meeting, 
or  rather  there  was  a committee  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Guardians. 

22.  For  what  purpose  was  that  committee  ap- 
pointed 1 — It  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  arrang- 
ing with  Mr.  Brett,  the  engineer,  as  to  plans. 

23.  For  what  purpose !— It  was  for  the  drainage  of 
the  town,  and  the  committee  refused  to  act,  and  it 
appears  to  be  a dead-letter  now. 

24.  Then  I may  take  it  that  at  tho  present  time  the 
question  of  introducing  a proper  system  of  sewerage 
is  under  consideration,  but  no  particular  plan  or  system 
has  been  adopted  or  settled  on  1 — No. 

25.  Has  any  estimate  been  received  as  to  the 
probable  expense  of  the  scheme  ! — Yes. 

26.  And  can  you  tell  us  what  was  about  the  estimate 
of  those  works ! — "Y  es,  it  was  about  £6,000. 

27.  That  is  the  estimate  of  what  the  proposed 
system  of  drainage  would  require  ? — Yes. 

28.  Are  you  aware  why  it  was  that  the  committee 
did  not  act,  and  that  no  proposal  or  estimate  was  taken 
or  adopted ! — The  general  feeling  was  that  the  expen- 
diture was  too  great  for  the  town  to  bear — for  the 
municipal  district  to  bear. 

29.  But  the  necessity  for  the  work,  I suppose,  is 
admitted  on  all  hands  1 — Well,  I believe  there  is  a 
difference  of  opinion  on  that  point  too. 

30.  Do  you  mean  that  there  is  a difference  of  opinion 
as  to  the  best  scheme  to  be  adopted,  or  that  there  is  a 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  for  the  work 
at  all  1 — I think  as  to  there  being  any  necessity  for 
any  drainage  scheme  at  all. 

31.  Well, has  there  been  any  project  for  an  improved 
supply  of  water  for  the  town  1 — No ; there  is  plenty 
of  water.  The  water  supply  is  very  good. 

32.  Then  there  has  been  no  representation  as  to  the 
supply  of  water  to  the  town !— No. 

33.  What  is  the  supply  of  water — where  is  it  taken 
from! — There  are  public  pumps,  and  also  the  canal. 

34.  How  many  public  pumps  are  there! — There 
are  five,  and  the  canal,  you  know. 
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35  Are  the  Board  of  Guardians  aware,  or  have  they 
1 cl  under  their  consideration,  with  reference  to  the 
ueneral  law,  as  existing  previous  to  1878,  making 
boards  of  guardians  sanitary  authorities  for  all  towns 
where  the  population  did  not  exceed  6,000.  Are  they 
aware  that  in  the  Public  Health  Act  of  last  session 
there  is  a section  introduced  which  makes  a most 
important  modification  of  that,  enabling  the  Local 
Government  Board,  by  provisional  order,  on  the 
application  of  a municipal  authority,  to  transfer  the 
sanitary  jurisdiction  from  the  board  of  guardians  to 
the  town  body  ? — I don’t  know  if  they  are  aware  of 
it,  but  I am  aware  of  it. 

36.  It  was  never  under  their  consideration  at  a 

meeting  1 — No.  . ...  . , 

37.  You  are  not,  then,  in  a position  to  say,  with 
any  confidence,  whether  the  Board  of  Guardians  would 
be  desirous  of  transferring  to  the  Municipal  Body  the 
sanitary  jurisdiction  over  the  town  of  Naas? — I should 
say  the  Board  would  be  most  happy. 

38.  You  are  aware  yourself  that  there  is  a clause 
to  this  effect.  I shall  read  it.  [Here  Mr.  O’Brien 
read  section  7.]  You  yourself  are  personally  aware 
of  that  provision? — Yes. 


39.  And,  as  far  as  you  are  aware,  the  Board  of 
Guardians  would  see  no  objection  to  the  change?— I 
think  not.  They  would  he  willing  to  have  the”  juris- 
diction or  duties  transferred. 

40.  Now,  what  have  been  the  poor  law  rates  on 
the  electoral  division  of  Naas  during  the  last  five 
years, during'78,  ’77,  ’76,  ’75,  and  ’74  ? — Well,  I could 
not  properly  tell  from  memory. 

41.  You  will  be  able  to  let  us  know?— Yes,  I can 
certainly ; and  will  furnish  it  to  you  with  pleasure. 

42;  We  would  like  to  have  it  for  the  years  I have 
mentioned? — I could  furnish  them  to  you. 

43.  I only  speak  of ’74,  ’75,  ’76,  ’77,  and  78,  and 
you  will- he  able  to  supply  us  with  the  poundage  rate? 
— Yes, for  Naas;  specifying  for  ordinary  purposes  and 
for  sanitary  purposes. 

44.  You  have  no  map  showing  the  boundary  of  the 
electoral  division  and  of  the  town  of  Naas  ? — No,  I 
have  no  map  of  any  kind. 

45.  You  have  no  further  information  to  give  ? — No, 
I think  not. 


Dr.  Robert  G.  Hayes  examined. 


46.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  chairman,  Dr.  Hayes, 
of  the  Town  Commissioners  of  Naas? — I am. 

47.  Now,  how  long  have  you  filled  that  position  ? — 
I have  filled  it  frequently. 

48.  You  have  been  a member  of  the  body  for  a 
considerable  time  ? — Yes.  I have  been  a Commissioner 
ever  since  tbe  establishment  of  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment— since  its  adoption. 

49.  Naas  is  constituted  under  that  Act  ? — Yes. 

50.  In  what  year  was  it  placed  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act? — Immediately  after  the  passing  of 
the  Act. 

51.  In  1854  ? — Yes.  We  were  one  of  the  first  who 
took  advantage  of  it  in  1854. 

52.  Had  you  been  previously  under  the  9th  of 
George  IV.?— - No  : wo  never  were  under  that  Act. 

53.  What  then?- — The  town  was  under  what  is 
called  the  “ Old  Corporation  Act." 

54.  Were  there  Municipal  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed then  for  the  temporary  custody  of  the  corpo- 
rate property? — No.  There  was  a good  deal  of  the 
corporate  property  we  never  got  possession  of. 

55  There  were  not  Municipal  Commissioners  then 
appointed  to  take  up  and  administer  the  corporate 
property  ? — No.  The  fact  is,  I think  Naas  was  rather 
peculiarly  placed  in  that  respect.  The  late  Lord 
Mayo — not  the  late  man,  but  the  old  man — got  some 
inkling  of  the  Act  passing,  and  ho  managed  to  trans- 
fer the  property  altogether  to  what  is  called  the  Pro- 
testant Orphan  Society. 

56.  So  you  had  noMunicipal  Commissioners? — No. 

57.  Did  you  adopt  the  Act — the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act  of  1854 — did  you  adopt  it  in  its  entirety? — 
No,  only  portions.  .We  afterwards  took  in  lighting 
and  other  matters. 

58.  What  were  the  purposes  for  which  you  adopted 
it  at  first? — Well,  it  is  on  the  minutes. 

59.  Have  you  got  the  minutes? — It  is  in  the 
minutes  of  the  23rd  of  May,  1855.  Unfortunately  the 
Town  Clerk  is  ill  and  unable  to  attend. 

60.  However,  you  subsequently  adopted  it  for  all 
purposes  ? — Yes  ; at  least  for  many  other  purposes  than 
at  first. 

61.  Did  you  adopt  it  for  other  purposes,  including 
■water  supply,  to  get  the  right  of  being  enabled  to  get 
a rating  power  of  Is.  6 d ?—  No,  I don’t  think  so. 
There  is  plenty  of  water  in  Naas,  both  pump  and  canal. 

62.  Only  for  lighting,  cleansing,  and  paving,  then  ? 
—Yes. 

_ 63.  Are  you  still  fulfilling  these  functions;  yon 
light  the  town  with  gas  1— Yes. 

64.  Now,  is  the  gas  supplied  by  the  Commissioners 


themselves,  or  do  they  obtain  it  from  a company? — 
No,  we  lease  the  premises  to  Mr.  Daniel,  of  Dublin, 
and  the  Commissioners  purchase  it  for  the  public 
lighting. 

65.  Now,  I observe  here  an  answer  to  one  of  the 
queries  submitted  to  you — I observe  that  you  say  that 
in  1878 — it  was  stated  there  was  no  ratein  1877—  the 
rating  was  6 d.  on  land  and  \\d.  on  houses? — No ; it 
was  the  reverse. 

66.  Oh,  quite  so  ; and  I observe  in  1876  there  was 
Is.  on  houses  and  3d.  on  land? — Yes,  that  is  according 
to  the  Act. 

67.  I am  aware.  I see  that  for  the  year  1875  there 
was  no  rate,  and  in  1874  there  was  8 d.  on  houses  and 
2d.  on  land.  There  is  something  about  the  burial 
rate  marked  down  here ; I don’t  know  what  it  refers 
to. 

Mr.  Cotton. — That  refers  to  the  last  one. 

68.  Mr.  O’Brien, — That  is  1874.  Did  the  rate  in 
1874  include  a burial  rate? — Yes,  for  we  enclosed  a 
burial  ground  close  to  the  town,  and  immediately  after 
it  was  taken  out  of  our  hands. 

69.  Have  you  any  source  of  income  except  what 
you  receive  by  the  rates? — Yes,  we  have  the  Ounsel 
in  the  public  streets,  the  proceeds  of  these  markets 
here,  we  charge  for  weighing  butter,  and  so  on. 

70.  What  income  do  you  derive  from  these  sources 

you  have  mentioned? — Well,  I see  here  returned 
(reading  from  a book)  the  potato  market  produces 
£14  15s.  Id.  ' 

71.  During  the  year? — Yes,  the  year  ending  13th 
of  April  last. 

72.  What  other  items? — Butter,  £14  5s.  04d. ; the 
ounsel,  £46  14s.  0^d.— making  a total  of  £75  14s.  8 d. 
Then  there  are  our  tolls  at  sheep  fairs,  £23  14s.  5d. 

73.  What  is  the  total  annual  iucome,  or  the  average 
income? — £468  10s.  Id. 

74.  Are  there  any  other  sources  but  those  you  have 
mentioned?— There  are  -fines  and  penalties  from  the 
Town  Justices’  Court,  £49  15s. 

75.  For  last  year?— Yes. 

76.  Any  other  sources  of  income? — There  are  fines 
by  Petty  Sessions’  Court,  £9  15s.  6d.,  making  a total 
of  £59  9s.  7d.  on  these  two  items.  . 

77.  What  do  you  say  is  the  total  income  from  ail 
sources? — £468  10s.  Id. 

78.  Exclusive  of  rates  t— Oh,  no. 

79.  Well,  take  the  amount  of  rates  collected  from 

it  ] The  rates  collected  amounted  to  £102. 

80.  What  is  the  total  amount  exclusive  of  rates  ? — 
£269  7s.  lOd. 

81.  During  the  past  year?— Yes. 


Naas. 

Dec.  21,  1878. 
Mr.  E.  MoIIoy. 
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82.  Prom  sources  exclusive  of  rates  1 — Yes. 

83.  There  -was  no  rate  levied  during  the  past  year — 
during  187S  ? — Yes,  there  was. 

84.  That  must  have  heen  previous  to  18781 — Oh, 
yes ; it  was  for  1877,  the  year  ending  30th  April,  1878. 

85.  That  is  calculated  but  not  made  in  18781 — 
Yes. 

86.  And  during  the  year  represented  in  that,  what 
did  you  get  in  rates  ! — £102  16s.  !W. 

87.  Now,  for  the  last  year,  to  which  your  accounts 
are  closed,  what  is  your  total  income  and  total  expendi- 
ture 1 — The  receipts  were,  exclusive  of  rates,  £269  odd. 

88.  Can  you  give  the  items  1 — The  first  item  here 
is : “ Balance  in  favour  of  the  Commissioners, 
£96  5s.  6d.,”  and,  exclusive  of  that,  the  total  amount, 
leaving  out  the  rates,  is  £269  7 s.  10<Z. 

89.  And  what  was  the  total  expenditure  ? — It  is 
£468  10s.  for  all  purposes. 

90.  I thought  you  mentioned  that  as  the  total  re- 
ceived!— No,  expenditure. 

91.  Give  any  further  sums  received  during  the  year  1 
— There  is  rent  for  this  Town  Hall — we  set  the 
room,  £54;  licences  to  hackney  cars,  £13  18s.;  the 
total  is  £269  odd.  There  is  grazing  of  sheep  on  fair- 
green  £11  ; dog  licence  duty,  £21  Is.  5 d. 

92.  What  is  the  annual  expenditure  for  all  purposes  1 
£468  10s. 

93.  Expenditure  for  last  yearl — Yes,  less  by 
£32  6s.  3 cl.  in  hand. 

94.  Then  the  whole  expenditure  is  £436 1 — Yes. 

95.  F or  all  purposes  1 — Yes. 

96.  What  were  the  purposes  1 — There  is  £85  18s. 
salary  of  town  clerk,  weighmasters,  town  sergeant, 
market  porters,  &c.  Lighting — gas  for  public  illumi- 
nation or  lamps  and  town  hall,  £56  10s. ; election  ex- 
penses, £3  12s. ; Local  Government  Board  for  audit, 
£4  18s. ; rent  taxes  of  town  hall  and  fail-  green,  £48 
3s.  9d.  ; repairs,  <tc.,  town  hall,  £189  Is.  6 d.j  fuel,  £3 
18s.;  printing,  stationery,  &c.,  £36  10s. 

97.  How  did  you  close  at  the  end! — There  was 
£32  6s.  3d.  in  the  Hibernian  Bank  balance. 

98.  That  account  has  been  audited  1 — Yea;  byr  Mr. 
Finlay. 

99.  Well,  there  is  nothing  there  of  a sanitary  kind. 
You  have  had  no  sanitary  expenses  to  provide  fori — 
No  ; that  has  been  entirely  taken  out  of  our  hands. 

100.  Up  to  1874  you  provided  for  sanitary  expendi- 
ture!— Yes.  It  was  the  Commissioners  erected  all 
the  public  pumps  in  the  town. 

101.  Now,  you  have  heard  me  read  the  section  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  of  last  session  ; but  first  let  me 
ask  how  many  Commissioners  are  there! — There 
are  nine  Commissioners. 

102.  Has  it  ever  been  under  the  consideration  of 
the  body  the  effect  that  the  7th  section  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  last  session  could  have,  enabling  the 
Local  Government  Board,  by  provisional  order,  if  they 
think  fit,  to  transfer  the  sanitary  jurisdiction  from  the 
Board  of  Guardians  to  the  Town  Commissioners,  and 
make  them  an  Urban  Authority! — Well,  I don’t 
think  it  has  been  actually  under  consideration.  We  have, 
of  course,  felt  that  the  powers  were  taken  out  of  our 
hands. 

103.  Were  you  aware  that  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  of  last  session  there  is  power  to  restore  these 
functions  1 — Yes. 

104.  Had  it  ever  been  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Commissioners  to  make  application  to  the  Local 

Government  Board  to  make  the  transfer  I speak  of  1 

No. 

105.  Do  you  consider  that  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
missioners would  be  favourable  to  having  the  sani- 
tary authority  transfei-red  to  themselves  1— I rather 
think  so. 

106.  Do  you  consider  that  the  town  body  would 
be  more  likely  to  attend  properly  to  the  interests  of 
the  town  than  the  Board  of  Guardians — a rural  board  1 
' — Yes ; I certainly  think  so.  I think  a body  of  gentle- 
men living  in  the  town,  and  connected  with  the  town, 
would  have  more  influence  and  be  more  likely  to  attend 


well  to  its  affairs  than  men  living  ten  or  fifteen  m’l 
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107.  You  think,  then,  they  would  be  favourable 
having  the  jurisdiction  transferred  1 — I think  so  ° 

108.  Now,  they  are  aware  probably  that  as  thin 
ar»  at  prjwiit  ammgetl,  any  suiitoy  ezpaujg 
levied  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  ns  rural  sanitary 
authority,  is  charged  upon  all  sorts  of  property  in  the 
same  ratio,  there  being  no  distinction  made  between 
houses  and  lands.  Are  they  aware  that  under  the 
226th  section,  where  auy  such  rate  shall  be  made  bv 
any  commissioners,  corporation,  or  persons  becoming 
urban  sanitary  authority  after  the  passing  of  this  Act" 
all  lands  used  as  woodlands,  market  gardens,  nursery 
grounds,  <fcc.,  or  railways  constructed  under  the  powere 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  public  conveyance,  shall 
be  assessed,  and  liable  in  the  proportion  of  one-fourth 
only  of  the  net  annual  value  of  such  lands.  Are  they 
aware  of  that  provision!— No.  I did  not  know  thru 
myself. 


109.  Would  the  fact  of  that  difference  having  been 
made  in  the  mode  of  levying  sauitai-y  expenses  modify 
your  view — does  it  change  your  own  opinion  as  to  the 
expediency  of  transferring  the  sanitary  jurisdiction  to 
the  town  body-  - would  they  still  desire  it,  do  you 
think,  notwithstanding  the  difference  in  the  mode  of 
levying  the  sanitary  expenses  1 — I think  they  would 
still  desire  it,  unless  such  a tremendous  expenditure  as 
£6,000  came  on,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Brett’s  plans. 
They  would  never  be  able  for  that. 


110.  Notwithstanding  this  difference  in  the  law,  in- 
troduced under  the  226tli  section,  you  think  they 
would  approve  of  the  transfer  1 — Yes. 

111.  You  heard  reference  made  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Union  to  the  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  Naas, 
estimated  to  cost  £6,000,  but  which  it  appears  has 
fallen  through  ou  account  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  carry  it  into  effect  as  to  details  refusing  to  act.  You 
heard  that  statement — ai-e  you  aware  yourself,  as  a 
resident  of  Naas,  that  there  is  a necessity  for  an  im- 
proved drainage? — I admit  there  is. 

112.  You  believe  there  is  such  a necessity? — If  you 

will  allow  me  I shall  explain.  This  whole  matter 
came  befox-e  the  Commissioners,  and  plans,  drawings, 
and  everything  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  were  sub 
mitted  to  us.  A special  meeting  was  called  to  con- 
sider the  whole  matter,  and  I will  read  the  result  of 
that  meeting 


113.  What  is  the  date  of  the  meeting  1 — The  11th 
November,  1878. 

114.  That  is  in  the  present  year  1— Yes. 

115.  Specially  convened  1 — Yes. 

116.  Plow  many  Commissioners  were  present?— 
Six. 

117-  What  was  the  resolution  adopted  at  that 
meeting  1 — The  minutes  state  : — 


“ At  a special  meeting  of  the  Town  Commissioners  called 
for  this  day  to  consider  the  proposed  plans  for  the  drainage 
of  the  town  of  Naas,  notice  of  which  was  given  on  the  last 
day,  Dr.  Hayes,  j.r.,  Chairman, presided.  Theother  Commis- 
sioners present  were  Joshua  S.  Canti'cll ; Wm.  Alex.  Craig, 
J.p.;  J.  Fegan;  Henry  Sergeant;  Richard  Treacy.  Dr. 
Smith,  Sanitary  Medical  Officer,  was  present.  It  was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Fegan,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  re- 
solved unanimously— ‘That  whilst  we  admit  there  is  a 
necessity  for  the  improvement  of  the  sewerage  of  Naas,  we 
would  respectfully  urge  on  the  Committee  who  have  been 
charged  with  the  carrying  out  of  the  proposed  plans— (!•) 
That  a scheme  of  drainage  to  cost  £0,000  for  the  construc- 
tion, and  a,  large  sum  per  year  for  maintenance,  is  farbeyond 
the  present  requirements  of  the  town  of  Naas,  and  out  of  nil 
proportion  to  the  area  of  taxation  if  placed  on  the  town 
property.  (2.)  That  the  experience  of  all  similar  worts 
has  proved  that  they  are  never  completed  for  the  esiinatea 
cost,  but,  as  a rule,  far  exceed  the  sum  estimated.  (3.)  That 
such  an  outlay  would  be  destructive  to  the  interests  of  the 
town  of  Naas,  especially  as  the  success  of  the  proposed 
flushing  of  the  sewers  by  means  of  tanks  and  syphon  is  oi 
so  doubtful  a nature.'  The  clerk  was  directed  to  forward  a 
copy  of  the  foregoing  to  the  Guardians  of  the  Naas 
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118.  How  many  Commissioners  do  you  say  were 
present  at  that  meeting ’—Six. 

1 119.  And  there  are  nine  Commissioners  in  alii — 
Yes. 

120.  Well,  the  resolution,  I suppose,  was  forwarded? 
— Yes. 

121.  Well,  now,  the  Commissioner's  who  adopted 
that  we  may  take  it  they  did  not  at  all  question  the  fact 
that  some  improved  scheme  was  actually  necessary  ? — 
Certainly.  The  great  difficulty,  I may  mention,  is  the 
flushing  of  the  sewers.  Naas  is  peculiarly  situated, 
some  parts  of  it  are  high  and  some  low,  anil  unless  you 
have  a full  flush  of  water  you  will  never  succeed. 

122.  May  I ask,  was  the  opinion  of  the  Commis- 
sioners that  if  they  had  the  conduct  of  the  matter  in 
their  own  hands  they  would  be  able  to  carry  out  a 
scheme  at  a more  moderate  outlay? — Well,  no,  I don’t 
think  they  went  into  that. 

123.  What  is  the  radius  of  the  municipal  boundary  1 
_ It  is  a mile  and  a half  from  this  door  ; just  a mile 
and  a half. 

124.  Is  it  pretty  equal  in  all  directions  1 — Yes  it  is. 

125.  Mr.  Cotton. — It  is  a hard  and  fast  line? — 
Yes. 

126.  Have  you  a map  showing  the  boundary  line? 
—Well,  there  is  a map  somewhere  about.  I have  been 
asking  for  it. 

127.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Have  you  a copy  of  the  memo- 
rial to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  with  reference  to  the  town 
being  placed  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act? — I 
have  not. 

128.  You  say  the  radius  is  about  a mile  and  a half  ? 
— Yes. 

129.  Mr.  Cotton. — It  is  exactly  that,  he  says. 

130.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  know  the  electoral  divi- 
sion of  Naas? — Yes,  I do. 

131.  That  would  be  considerably  wider? — Yes,  it 
would  take  in  more  townlands. 

132.  I see  in  the  answers  to  the  queries  we  sent 
you  to  the  question,  “ Are  the  municipal  boundaries 
and  poor  law  electoral  divisions  coterminous  ?’  you 
reply,  “ They  are  not  coterminous.  The  town  extends 
to  a radius  of  a mile  and  a half,  and  the  poor  law 
bounary  extends  to  a much  larger  area.” 

133.  Now,  do  the  lands  that  are  included  in  the 
portion  of  the  electoral  division  of  Naas  that  are  not 
included  in  the  municipal  district,  do  these  lands 
derive  advantage  from  their  present  proximity  to  the 
market  of  Naas,  and  are  their  goods  in  that  way  pro- 
vided with  advantages  in  the  way  of  a ready  sale,  and 
do  the  inhabitants  deiive  the  benefits  of  the  schools 
and  churches  of  Naas  from  living  in  proximity  to  it  ? 
—That  is  unquestionable.  The  formers  derive  decided  . 
advantages  in  that  way  from  being  near  Nans.  We 
have  a couple  of  markets — two  markets. 

134.  Now,  having  regard  to  this  fact,  that  the  Par- 
liamentary Committee,  in  dealing  with  this  mattei-, 
and  in  laying  down  the  principle  to  guide  us  in  form- 
ing boundaries,  said  : — “ In  dealing  with  this  question 
care  should  he  taken  to  make  municipal  wards  coter- 
minous with  wards  for  poor  law  purposes,  and  towns 
with  poor  law  electoral  divisions.”  Now,  the  opinion 
of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  being  that,  when 
practicable,  poor  law  electoral  divisions  and  municipal 
areas  ought  to  be  coterminous,  would  it  appear  to  you 
that  there  would  be  anything  inequitable  in  substitut- 
ing for  your  present  division  the  entire  of  the  electoral 
division  of  Naas? — No,  I think  not. 

135.  You  are  aware  that  arable  lands  would  still  be 
only  liable  to  be  rated  at  one-fourth  the  net  valuation  ? 
-rYes. 

136.  And  having  regard  to  that,  do  you  think  it 
would  be  a fair  measure  of  the  advantages  these  por 
tions  not  included  contributing  one-fourth  to  the  muni- 
cipal expenditure — would  it  be  a fair  measure  of  the 
advantage  they  derive  ? — I think  it  would. 

137.  And  you  vhink  there  would  be  nothing  unfair 
in  extending*  the  area  to  the  electoral  division?-  -I 
think  not 

138.  And  if  that  extension  took  place  it  would 


probably  have  the  effect  of  modifying  the  objection  Naas. 
of  the  Town  Commissioners  to  the  large  outlay  required  -iec.  si,  iS7B. 
for  sewerage  purposes? — Yes.  

139.  You  think  that?— Yes,  it  would  give  us  a fpbert G' 

larger  area.  7 *' 

140.  And  would  bring  it  more  within  your  power 
to  carry  out  a better  system  of  drainage  ?— Certainly. 

At  the  same  time,  I am  bound  to  say  the  Commis- 
sioners are  quite  satisfied  with  the  present  boundaries. 

The  only  thing  where  a real  inconvenience  is  felt  is  in 
respect  of  the  car-drivers  here.  When  they  get  to 
Sallins  they  are  independent,  and  we  can  neither 
summon  them  nor  exercise  any  control  over  them. 

141.  I see  in  the  answer  to  Query  No.  8,  you  say 
that  genera  lly  the  Commissioners  are  satisfied  with  the 
existing  boundary,  but  the  Commissioners  would  like 
to  have  the  boundary  extended  along  the  public  road, 
to  get  control  over  the  hackney  carmen  at  Sallins 
station. 

142.  Now,  how  far  is  the  railway  station  at  Sallins 
from  Naas?— A mile  and  a half,  Irish;  it  is  beyond 
the  boundary. 

143.  Is  it  within  the  electoral  division  boundary  ? — 

Yes,  it  is  within  the  electoral  division. 

144.  Then,  by  taking  in  the  electoral  division,  the 
object  which  the  Commissioners  express  in  query  No. 

8 — to  have  the  hackney  car-drivers  brought  under 
their  control — would  be  effected  ? — Yes. 

145.  And  that  would  be  an  additional  inducement 
to  the  Commissioners  to  think  it  desirable  to  adopt 
the  extension? — Yes ; I should  think  so. 

146.  Now,  what  is  the  advantage  they  think  they 
would  derive  from  having  that  car  station  placed 
under  their  control? — They  could  maintain  better 
order,  and  bring  these  carmen  into  discipline,  so  that 
the  Commissioners  could  regulate  them,  and  bring 
them  up  for  offences. 

147.  Do  you  find  there  is  a 'want  of  the  desirable 
good  order  and  regularity? — Oh,  yes. 

148.  What  are  the  abuses  }-ou  complain  of  ? — Well, 
a carman  may  abuse  you,  or  over-charge  you,  and  you 
can’t  summon  him. 

149.  These  things  do  take  place? — Yes. 

150.  Mr.  Cotton. — Does  that  answer  apply  to  the 
roadway  or  to  the  railway  yard.  Do  you  wish  to 
have  the  railway  brought  into  the  boundary  ? — I think 
the  railway  people  won’t  give  up  their  right. 

151.  It  appeal's  to  me  that  if  you  don’t  get  the 
yard,  you  won't  get  the  control  yon  want.  The  car- 
men in  the  yard  are  inside  the  boundary  of  the 
railway. 

152.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Would  the  substitution  of  the 
electoral  division  boundary  introduce  any  portion  of 
the  railway? — It  would. 

153.  A considerable  portion? — Yes  ; the  village  at 
the  other  side  is  in  North  Naas. 

154.  I take  it  the  railway  derives  advantage  from 
having  Naas  as  a feeder  to  it? — Yes. 

155.  They  contribute  nothing? — No. 

156.  The  extension  I have  mentioned  would  bring 
them  in? — Yes. 

157.  Now,  as  regards  the  county  expenditure. 

What  is  the  grand  Jury  rate  levied  here  1 What  is 
the  average  rate  for  Grand  Jury. purposes ? — I really 
could  not  say. 

158.  Do  they  consider — do  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners consider  the  outlay  for  roads,  bridges,  streets, 

&c.  within  the  town  boundary — are  they  satisfied  the 
Grand  Jury  outlay  is  commensurate  with  the  amount 
of  county  cess  levied  ?— Well,  we  never  found  fault 
with  the  Grand  Jury. 

159.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  sums  expended 

for  Grand  Jury  purposes  within  the  town  district  is 
commensurate  with  the  sums  raised  in  the  shape  of 
Grand  Jury  cess  ? — I have  no  means  of  saying.  They 
repair  the  streets  and  keep  the  flagging  in  order.  We 
set  it.  . . 

160.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  that,  assuming 
you  were  constituted  an  urban  sanitary  authority, 
under  the  7th  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act  ot 
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Maas  last  session,  that  if  you  were  once  placed  in  that  posi- 
Dec.  21,  1878.  tion,  are  they  aware  that  under  the  206tli  section  it  is 
— — provided  [here  Mr.  O’Brien  read  section  206]  1 

Dr.  Robert  G.  ^ L 

HayeS'  161.  You  don’t  think  you  would  desire  the  trans- 

fer?—You  mean  as  to  the  maintenance  of  the  roads? 

162.  Yes  ? Well,  I think  the  Commissioners  would 

mther  remain  as  they  are.  We  have  very  little  to  do. 

163.  As  Commissioners,  you  have  not  much  to  do? 
— No ; most  of  our  work  is  taken  out  of  our  hands. 

164.  Even  now  the  cleansing  of  the  streets — under 
the  Act  of  last  session,  repealing  a certain  section  of 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act — is  vested  in  the  Board 
of  Guardians?— -Yes. 

165.  Then,  to  summarise  what  you  have  been  say- 
ing, I take  it  you  think  the  feeling  of  your  Commis- 
sioners would  be  in  favour  of  having  all  the  sanitary 
jurisdiction  transferred  from  the  Board  of  Guardians 
to  themselves,  and  would  not  be  anxious  to  take  over 
any  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Jury  ? — No. 

166.  And  I take  it  that  there  would  be  no  objection 
at  all  to  the  extension  of  the  municipal  boundary  to  the 
electoral  division — to  take  in  the  electoral  division  ? 
—Yes. 

167.  And  that  would  secure  first,  control  over 
hackney  cars  and  carmen  at  Sallins,  the  abuses  in  con- 
nection with  which  matter  you  have  mentioned,  and 
would  also  be  attended  with  the  advantage  of  making 
the  railway  contributory  to  the  town  expenditure,  to 
which  they  at  present  pay  nothing  1 — Yes. 

168.  Mr.  Cotton. — What  kind  of  control  would  it 
give  you  over  the  carmen  at  the  railway  ? — Oh,  none  ; 
if  the  railway  company  would  not  premit  us  to  act — 
if  they  considered  us  as  trespassers  on  their  private 
property. 

169.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Under  the  58th  section  of  the 
“ Towns  Improvement  Act  ” you  would  have  authority 
to  make  by-laws,  regulating  the  carmen,  and  so  on.  If 
the  boundaries  were  extended  to  Sallins  you  could 
make  such  by-laws  as  would  regulate  the  proprietors 
and  drivers  of  those  hackney  cars. 

Dr.  Hayes. — W e have  that  at  present,  sir. 

170.  Yes,  within  the  boundary — within  your  own 
district.  But  it  would  give  you  powers  beyond  your 
own  district  as  at  present  constituted  ? — Quite  so. 

171.  Mi-.  Cotton. — Does  not  that  apply  only  to  the 
public  roads?  Yon  can  have  no  control,  I think, 


within  the  limits  of  the  yard  or  private  property  of  tt 
railway  company. 

Mr.  O’Brien.— Under  the  by-laws  you  can  pitt y. 
any  acts  of  misconduct  committed  by  the  driv<> 
within  your  district. 

Mr.  Cotton.— Not,  I think,  on  private  property  as 
this  railway  yard  is.  h 

172.  Mr.  O’Brien.— They  can  be  punished  for  over- 
charging, or  other  misconduct,  or  breach  of  the  by-laws 
Now,  Dr.  Hayes,  is  there  anything  you  would  like  to 
add  to  what  you  have  mentioned?— No,  I don’t  know 
that  there  is  anything  more. 

173.  Now,  as  regards  the  map,  would  you  be  able 
to  supply  us  with  a map,  showing  the  existing 
municipal  boundary,  and  the  boundary  of  the  electoral 
division  ? You  have  no  map  at  present  ? — "We  had  I 
know. 

174.  Well,  you  can  get  a map  prepared  for  us  by 
Mr.  Brett,  showing  the  existing  municipal  boundary 
and  the  electoral  division?- — There  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty. 

175.  Mr.  Cotton. — As  to  the  car  drivers— this  hits 
the  point — “ Drivers  are  not  on  any  pretence  to  exact 
more  than  the  legal  fare,  or  refuse  to  hire  when  un- 
employed.” That  only  applies  to  the  public  streets. 
But  the  police  have  no  right  over  the  cars  in  the  rail- 
way station. 

176.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  can  summons  them  for  re- 
fusing to  go  for  hire,  if  you  tender  the  fare. 

177.  Mr.  Cotton. — It  is  not  a public  hiring  place. 

178.  Mr.  O'Brien. — Oh,  yes,  there  have  been  several 
such  convictions.  Now,  I take  it,  doctor,  your  views 
are  pretty  closely  representative  of  those  of  the  general 
body? — 1 think  so. 

179.  And  there  is  nothing  further  you  would  wish 
to  say? — No. 

ISO.  Have  you  been  ablo  to  find  the  original 
minutes  ? — No,  they  are  not  here. 

181.  It  would  be  well  if  wo  had  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant’s answer  to  the  memorial. 

182.  Mr.  Cotton. — It  would  be  well,  for  we  want 
to  see  the  exact  authority  for  the  mile  and  a half 
radius. 

183.  Dr.  Ilayes. — It  is  a mile  and  a half.  The 
radius  was  from  the  old  post-office. 

184.  Mr.  Cotton. — An  English  mile? — Yes. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


LiraoRz. 
Dec.  SO,  1878. 


LISMOEE— 30th  DECEMBER,  1878. 
Before  Messrs.  W.  P.  O’Brien  and  C.  P.  Cotton. 


Mr.  Maurice 
Healy. 


Mr.  Maurice  Healy  examined. 


1.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  Clerk  to  the  Town  Com- 
missioners and  also  Clerk  of  the  Poor  Law  Union  ? — 
Yes,  sir. 

2.  Lismore  is  constituted  as  a municipality  under 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act  of  1854? — Yes,  sir,  the 
Towns  Improvement  (Ireland)  Act. 

3.  In  what  year  was  the  Act  adopted  ? — In  the 
year  1855. 

4.  How  long  have  you  been  Clerk  to  the  Town  Com- 
missioners of  Lismore  ? — Since  1863 — fifteen  years. 

5.  What  is  the  present  area  of  the  municipal  district 
of  Lismore? — 139a.  2r.  37p. 

6.  I have  it  here  in  the  Valuation  Office  return  as 
145  acres— how  is  that? — There  is  a discrepancy  be- 
tween what  is  returned  on  the  valuation  hooks  and 
the  ordnance  survey. 

7.  What  is  the  population  of  the  municipal  district 
of  Lismore? — In  1871  it  was  1,946. 

8.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  municipal  district? 
— At  present  the  valuation  is  .£2,172  15s. 

9.  Is  the  entire  of  the  municipal  district  of  Lismore 
comprehended  in  the  same  electoral  division  ? — It  is. 

1 0.  What  electoral  division  ? — The  electoral  division 
of  Lismore. 

1 1.  What  is  the  area  of  the  electoral  division  of 
Lismore? — 7,702  acres. 


12.  And  what  is  the  valuation  ? — £7,699  12s. 

13.  How  many  townlancls  are  included  in  the 
municipal  district  ? — One. 

14.  What  is  the  townland  ? — The  townland  of  Lis- 
more town  and  one  holding  in  Ballysaggartbeg  East. 

15.  What  is  the  area  of  the  holding  in  Ballysag- 
gartbeg  East? — 5a.  2r.  19p.  It  is  merely  a house  and 
garden. 

1 6.  What  is  the  area  of  the  whole  of  the  Ballysag- 
gartbeg townland  ? — 223a.  3r.  21p. 

17.  In  the  electoral  division  of  Lismore  how  many 
townlands  are  included? — Thirty-five. 

18.  The  entire  of  the  townland  of  Lismore  is  in- 
cluded in  the  municipal  district  of  Lismore  ? — It  is. 

19.  And  the  town  is  all  in  the  same  townland  ex- 
cept the  small  portion  of  Ballysaggartbeg  ? — Yes. 

20.  What  is  the  radius  from  the  centre  of  the  town 
of  the  existing  municipal  district  ? — About  a quarter 
of  a mile  from  the  centre. 

21.  Are  there  many  inhabited  houses  lying  within 
a radius  of,  say,  a mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town  not 
included  in  the  present  municipal  district  ? — There  are. 

22.  About  how  many  would  you  say  ? — There  might 
be  about  100. 

23.  Outside  the  present  municipal  district,  •od 
within  a radius  of  a mile  ? — Yes. 
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•>4  Are  there  any  accommodation  lands  held  by 
residents  in  Lismore  -within  the  radius  of  a mile  ?— 
yes  a large  portion  of  it  is  townfields. 

95  That  are  exempted  at  present  from  town  taxa- 
tion  ? — Yes. 

26  What  is  the  radius  of  the  present  electoral  divi- 

sion  V It  extends  to  the  south  two  and  a half  miles. 

•">7.  Is  it  the  same  in  all  directions? — No. 

98.  What  direction  does  it  go  farthest  towards  ? — 
To"the  south  about  two  and  a half  miles. 

29  Is  that  the  greatest  distance  to  which  the 
Lismore  electoral  division  extends  ?— Yes. 

30.  To  the  east,  how  far  does  it  extend  ? — About  a 
mile,  or  a mile  and  a half. 

31.  Awl  to  the  north  how  far  ? — It  doesn’t  cross  the 

^vei. it  is  just  at  the  river — about  a quarter  of  a 

mile,  but  not  quite. 

32.  How  far  is  the  river  away? — It  is  just  touching 
on  the  borough  boundary. 

33.  Then  from  the  north  to  the  centre  of  the  town 
the  distance  is  not  quite  a quarter  of  a mile  ? — Yes. 

34.  To  the  west  how  far  does  the  electoral  division 
extend?— About  two  and  a half  miles. 

35.  You  have  heard  me  read  the  view  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  in  favour  of  making 
the  areas  of  municipal  districts  and  electoral  divisions 
coterminous.  Do  you  conceive  it  would  be  practicable 
to  adopt  the  electoral  division  as  the  boundary  of  the 
municipal  district?— I think  it  would  bo  practicable, 
but  it  would  be  unreasonable. 

36.  Would  a proposal  to  adopt  the  boundary  of  the. 
electoral  division  as  the  municipal  boundary  be  re- 
ceived with  favour  in  the  locality  ? — I know  the  people 
in  the  country  districts  would  not  receive  it  with  any 
favour. 

37.  You  don’t  think  it  would  be  acceptable,  gene- 
rally speaking,  to  the  people  of  the  outlying  districts  ? 
To  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  itself,  it  woidd. 

38.  Would  the  town  people  be  in  favour  of  it? — I 
think  they  would,  but  I dou’t  think  they  would  think 
it  fail'  going  so  far  as  that. 

39.  Has  the  subject  been  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Town  Commissioner's  1 — They  have  been  discussing 
it,  in  a conversational  way,  two  or  three  tunes. . 

40.  Have  they  furnished  replies  to  the  queries  we 
sent  them  ? — Yes. 

41.  In  the  replies,  what  opinions  did  they  express? 
—That  the  Commissioners  themselves  were  generally 
in  favour  of  allowing  things  to  remain  as  they  are. 

42.  How  many  Commissioners  are  there? — Nine 
form  the  Board,  but  there  are  only  eight  at  present. 
There  is  a vacancy. 

43.  How  many  were  present  on  the  occasion  when 
you.  considered  this  question  ? — On  the  regular  day  of 
meeting  I was  absent,  and  there  was  no  meeting,  and 
the  meeting  was  called  for  another  day,  hut  only  three 
Commissioners  came.  The  chairman  and  I went  to 
the  other  Commissioners,  however,  and  obtained  their 
views. 

44.  Were  the  three  member's  who  attended  the 
meeting  unanimously  in  favour  of  allowing  things  to 
remain  as  they  are? — No  ; Dr.  Lowe  was  not. 

45.  Did  he  dissent? — Yes. 

46.  How  many  Commissioner's  did  you  call  upon  ? — 
All,  except  one,  and  he  was  from  home. 

47.  What  opinion  did  they  express? — That  they 
were  satisfied  with  the  existing  boundaries. 

48.  I asked  you,  a little  while  ago,  assuming  that  a 
radius  of  a mile  was  taken,  how  many  rrrhabited 
houses  it  would  bring  in,  and  how  many  townparks, 
which  are  in  occupation  of  residents  of  the  town.  Do 
you  consider  that  within  that  mile  radius  the  resi- 
dents derive  advantages  from  their  proximity  to  the 
town  of  Lismore  ? — They  do  derive  advantages. 

49.  Has  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  been  adopted 
for  all  purposes  ? — Well,  it  has  been  adopted  for  all 
purposes. 

50.  Was  it  originally  adopted  for  the  water  supply 
only  ?— Yes. 

51.  Of  course,  since  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1874, 


your  functions  as  a Sanitary  Board  have  merged  in 
the  Board  of  Guardians  ? — Yes  ; the  Commissioners’ 
functions  are  now  merely  the  lighting  and  cleansin'*  of 
the  streets. 


52.  You  have  no  water  rate? — No. 

53.  There  never  was  a water  rate? — Yes;  one  rate 
was  levied  for  the  purpose  of  covering  a deficiency  on 
a former  rate.  They  put  on  6d.  in  one  year  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  tlieir  other  fund,  because  a rate 
had  not  been  struck  hi  the  pi-evious  year  tlu-ongh  mis 
management. 

54.  What  year  was  that? — 1866,  I think. 

55.  Well,  except  that,  there  was  no  rate? — No. 

56.  What  are  the  rates? — They  have  been  uniform 
— one  shilling. 

57.  Does  that  fully  meet  your  expenditure? — It 
does. 

58.  Ha  ve  you  been  debarred  by  that  shilling  limi- 
tation from  effecting  any  improvements  which  were 
considered,  on  general  grounds,  to  be  desirable  in  the 
town  ? — Well,  scarcely.  There  was  only  one  instance 
in  which  an  improvement  the  Commissioners  wished 
was  not  carried  out. 

59.  What  was  that? — It  was  the  flagging  of  a small 
portion  of  the  town. 

60.  Then  they  have  been  prevented  from  effecting 
improvements  by  reason  of  the  limitation  ? — That  is 
the  only  instance. 

61.  When  did  that  occur  ? — Last  year. 

62.  There  is  no  other  improvement  they  have  been 
prevented  from  effecting  ? — No. 

63.  The  town  is  lighted  with  gas  ? — Yes. 

64.  Is  the  lighting  can-ied  out  by  the  Commissioners, 
or  is  it  by  contract  ? — It  is  by  contract  with  a private 
company.  The  Commissioners  contract  with  the  lessee 
of  the  gasworks.  The  gasworks  don’t  belong  to  the 
Commissioners  themselves. 

65.  Do  you  consider  that  the  inhabitants  now  ex- 
- eluded,  and  who  live  within  the  radius  of  a mile  from 

the  town,  derive  advantages  from  their  proximity  to 
the  town  as  a market,  and  so  forth  ? — They  do. . 

66.  And . they  participate,  to  some  extent,  in  the 
town  improvements? — Yes. 

67.  Are  there  schools  in  Lismore? — Yes. 

68.  And  are  tlie  children  of  these  people  sent  to  the 
schools  in  Lismore  ? — Yes. 

69.  How  often  are  markets  held? — There  are 
monthly  markets,  and  during  the  butter  season  there 
are  weekly  butter  markets  held. 

70.  It  is  a good  market?— It  is  a fair  market,  but 
not  very  good. 

71.  But  the  persous  residing  in  the  district  have  the 
advantage  of  the  town  as  a market  for  the  sale  of  their 
produce? — Certainly. 

72.  The  whole  of  that  property  withm  the  mile 
radius  is  the  Duke  of  Devonshire’s? — Yes;  I think  it 


is,  or  very  nearly. 

73.  Do  you  conceive  there  would  be  any  unwiUing- 
uess  on  the.  part  of  the  occupiers  of  houses,  who  live 
outside  the  present  municipal  boundary,  but  within  tlie 
radius  of  a mile,  to  be  included  in  the  municipal  dis- 
trict ?— I think  there  would.  _ 

74.  You  ibirik  they  would  object  ? — x es,  1 do.  _ 

75.  On  what  ground  do  you  think  they  would  object? 
—Simply  on  the  ground  of  additional  taxation. 

76  If  the  radius  was  extended  further  than  a mile 
_say  a mile  and  a half-would  that  bring  in  a great 
many  more  inhabitants  ?-No,  sir  ; it  would  not. 

77  The  radius  of  a mile  would  bring  in  most  of  the 
inhabited  houses'!- Yes.  I think  it  would  be  absurd 

radius  extended  beyond  a mile,  under  any 


think  tie  general  feeling  would  be 
>pposed  to  anything  beyond  a mile i— Any  time  “V 
bscussion  took  plane  on  tto  subject  it  was  instated 
nuch  below  a mile— probably  a quarter  of  a nnle  would 
DO  nearer  what  was  suggested. 

79  Taking  the  radius  of  a mile,  would  that  go  into 
my  other  electoral  division  besides  the  electoral  dm- 
don  of  Lismore  ?-Yes  ; the  Ballynm  electoral  division. 


kisKOBE. 
Dec.  SO,  1878. 

Mr.  Maurice 
Healj-. 
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80.  How  many  townlands  are  included  in  that 
electoral  division  ? — Fifty-live. 

81.  How  many  of  these  townlands  would  he  brought 
in  by  the  adoption  of  the  mile  radius  ? — Nine. 

82.  Nine  townlands  out  of  fifty-five! — Yes,  sir. 

83.  You  mentioned  a while  ago  that  about  100 
inhabited  houses  would  be  brought  in  by  the  adoption  of 
the  mile  radius.  Now,  how  many  of  that  100  are 
included  in  the  electoral  division  of  Ballyinn,  of 
which  you  are  now  speaking  ? — There  would  be  por- 
tion of  a third  electoral  division — Ballysaggart — but 
I am  not  sure ; I rather  think  it  would  be  brought  in. 

84.  How  many  of  the  100  inhabited  houses  would  be 
from  the  electoral  division  of  Ballyinn  ? — From  twenty 
to  twenty-five. 

85.  About  one-fourth  would  belong  to  Ballyinn  ? — 
Yes. 

86.  And  the  rest  would  be  in  the  electoral  division 
of  Lismore? — "Well,  when  you  are  done  with  me  I 
will  look,  and  be  more  accurate  as  to  the  number. 

87.  You  are  only  giving  the  numbers  in  general 
terms  ? — Yes,  at  a rough  guess. 

88.  The  Board  of  Guardians  have,  since  1874,  acted 
as  sanitaiy  authority  ? — Yes. 

89.  The  population  of  the  town  being  considerably 
under  6,000? — Yes. 

90.  Are  the  Town  Commissioners  aware  of  the  fact 
that,  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  of  last  ses- 
sion, power  is  now  vested  in  the  Local  Government 
Board,  on  the  applicatiou  of  the  Town  Commissioner's, 
to  transfer,  if  they  see  fit,  the  jurisdiction  over  sani- 
tary matters  from  the  Rural  Authority  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  to  constitute  the  Commissioners  the  Urban 
Sanitary  Authority? — I am  aware  of  it ; and  I think 
I mentioned  the  matter  to  some  of  the  Commissioners, 
but  I am  not  sure  whether,  as  a body,  they  arc  aware 
of  it. 

91.  They  have  never  taken  into  consideration  the 
advisability  of  having  that  course  adopted  ? — I think 
the  feeling  of  the  general  body  would  be  against  it, 
on  the  ground  of  the  additional  expense  it  would 
entail. 

92.  Have  there  been  any  special  rates  made  in  Lis- 
more since  1874  for  sanitary  purposes? — Yes,  sir. 

93.  What  were  they  ? — 4 d.,  id.,  and  2d. 

94.  Take  the  last  five  years,  and  say  what  were  the 
rates  for  sanitary  purposes? — In  1875  it  was  4cZ.,  in 
1876  it  was  id.,  and  in  1878  it  was  2d.;  but  in  one 
of  these  years  there  was  work  done  which  would  in- 
volve Is.  rate  on  the  town. 

95.  What  were  the  purposes  for  which  these  rates 
were  made? — For  sewers. 

96.  Not  for  water  supply  ? — No. 

97.  Entirely  for  sewerage  purposes  ? — Yes. 

98.  Is  there  any  expenditure  still  required  for  sani- 
tary works  in  the  town? — Yes. 

99.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  sanitary  work  for 
which  expenditure  is  still  required  ? — Well,  it  is  one 
that  has  been  agitated  for  some  time — to  extend  the 
sewerage  up  towards  Dr.  Cotton’s  premises. 

100.  Would  that  work  be  very  expensive? — Well, 
portion  of  it  is  completed,  and  the  part  remaining 
would  cost  about  £50. 

101.  What  is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  the  comple- 
tion of  the  work? — The  Guardians  think  the  number 
who  would  be  accommodated  by  it  is  small,  and  that 
they  have  met  what  they  think  the  general  feeling  of 
the  occupiers  by  the  sewer  already  made. 

102.  Would  the  Guardians  be  in  favour  of  the 
transfer  of  the  authority  to  the  Commissioners? — They 
would  be  indifferent. 

103.  They  have  no  particular  feeling  on  the  sub- 
ject?—No. 

1 04.  At  present  it  doesn’t  involve  any  special  incon- 
venience ? — No,  sir. 

105.  And  the  Guardians  have  not  expressed  any 
feeling  on  the  subject  ? — I have  no  doubt  if  the 
Commissioners  applied  the  Guardians  would  not 
object. 

106.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  of  the  fact  that 


if  they  wore  made  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authorit 
under  section  7 of  the  Public  Health  Act,  there  ’’ 
power  under  another  section  of  the  Act,  authorizing 
the  Local  Government  Board  also  to  transfer  to  them° 
by  provisional  order,  the  control  heretofore  exercised 
by  the  Grand  J ury  over  roods  and  bridges  within  the 
municipal  district  1 — No,  they  have  not  accurate  know, 
ledge  of  that. 

107.  And  you  have  no  means  of  knowing  whether 
if  they  were  aware  that  they  could  obtain  that  control! 
it  would  influence  them  in  getting  the  transfer  of  the 
Sanitaiy  Authority? — No,  I don’t  think  it  would. 

108.  They  are  not  dissatisfied  with  the  present  ad- 
ministration of  the  sanitary  afiairs  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians  ? — No,  1 am  not  aware  that  they  are. 

109.  At  present  all  rates  for  sanitary  purposes  are 
assessed  equally  within  the  district  on  all  descriptions 
of  property.  There  is  no  graduated  scale  of  rating! 
— There  is  no  difference  I know. 

110.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  that  if,  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  they  became  the  Sanitaiy 
Authority,  the  sanitaiy  rates  are  to  be  charged  on 
amble  lands  at  only  one-four  tli  ? — I don’t  think  they  are 
aware  of  it.  I am  aware  of  it. 

111.  You  are  not  aware  whether  the  power  to  apply 
that  scale  would  induce  the  Commissioners  to  seek  to 
have  the  sanitaiy  functions  transferred  to  them?— I 
think  the  general  body  of  the  Commissioners  would 
not  care  to  incur  any  additional  expense  simply  for 
the  purpose  of  having  the  sanitary  control  transferred 
to  them. 

112.  Additional  taxation  would  be  required,  you 
think  ? — The  present  taxation  would  now  suffice,  for 
the  Commissioners  are  out  of  debt.  They  were  bur- 
dened with  an  accumulation  of  debt  up  to  the  present 
year,  but  it  is  now  wiped  out,  and  Is.  in  the  pound 
would  be  sufficient  even  for  all  purposes. 

113.  Even  if  the  sanitary  functions  were  transferred 
Is.  in  the  pound  would  still  be  sufficient  ? — In  future  it 
would  be  sufficient. 

114.  Including  any  necessary  works  that  might  be 
called  for  ? — No ; not  for  sewerage  works,  but  for  the 
ordinary  purposes  it  would  be  sufficient.  I think  8tf. 
in  the  pound  for  the  future  years  would  suffice  for  the 
present  expenditure. 

115.  And  Is.  would  be  sufficient  for  all  sanitaiy 
purposes  ? — Yes. 

116.  There  ax-e  nine  Commissioners  at  present!— 
Yes. 

117.  How  many  persons  arc  there  within  the 
municipal  district  who  arc  eligible  to  act  as  Commis- 
sioners ? — I think  there  are  only  nineteen  altogether. 

118.  Are  there  nineteen  bond  fide  altogether 
eligible,  and  who  would  be  likely  to  undertake  the 
office  ?— Not  who  would  be  likely  to  undertake  the 
office. 

119.  But  who  are  perfectly  eligible  in  all  respects 
—Yes. 

120.  If  a radius  of  a mile  was  substituted  for  the 
present  boundary,  would  that  introduce  many  addi- 
tional persons  who  would  be  qualified  to  act  ? — Oh,  it 
would. 

121.  How  many  would  you  say  it  would  bring  in? 
— I suppose  forty  or  fifty. 

122.  Who  would'be  eligible  to  be  Commissioners? 
—Yes. 

123.  What  is  the  constituency  of  the  town? — There 
are  fifty-six  voters  on  the  present  list. 

124.  Assuming  that  the  boundary  was  to  he  ex- 
tended to  the  mile  radius,  what  would  be  the  con- 
stituency then  ? — I think  it  would  be  300. 

125.  Don’t  you  think  it  would  give  a healthier  im- 
pulse to  the  town  government  if  both  the  constituency 
and  the  number  of  persons  eligible  were  enlarged  so 
as  to  bring  in  such  a large  number  ? — Well,  it  ought 
to  have  that  tendency,  hut  whether  it  would  or  not  I 
can’t  say.  I don’t  think  there  would  be  that  amount 
of  interest  taken  by  the  people  outside.  They  would 
acquiesce  in  the  general  management  at  present. 

126.  You  don’t  think  they  arc  dissatisfied  1 — I don  t 
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think  there  would  he  any  agitation  against  the  present 

management.  . . . . 

jop.  Have  you  got  a copy  ot  the  memorial  origin- 
allv'addressed  to  tIie  Lord  Lieutenant  in  applying  to 
«et  the  town  put  under  the  provisions  of  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act  ? — No  ; I see  an  entry  here  in  the 
Minute  Book  of  2nd  January,  1855  : “ Chairman 
read  the  letter  of  the  Lords  Justices  whereby  the  town 
was  placed  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act.” 
There  is  no  copy  of  the  memorial. 

128.  Have  you  there  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  answer 
defining  the  boundary  of  the  town  1— No,  sir. 

129.  I think  you  mentioned  that,  in  addition  to  the 
townlaud  of  Lismore,  the  present  municipal  district 
includes  portion  of  Ballysaggartbeg  East  1— Yes. 

130.  If  the  whole  of  that  townland  was  introduced, 
how  far  would  it  extend  from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? 


- — Alxmt  half  a mile,  or  something  more.  It  is 
irregular. 

131.  It  is  a long  strip  that  goes  off  about  a mile 
from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

132.  Is  there  any  other  townland  besides  that  that 

goes  close  to  the  present  municipal  boundary  i Oh,  yes. 

123.  What  townlands  are  they? — There  are  several 
townparks. 

134.  That  are  altogether  at  present  excluded? 

There  are. 

135.  What  are  they?— There  are  eighteen  that 
come  pretty  close,  not  much  more  than  a mile. 

136.  Do  you  mean  that  the  nearest  point  is  about 
a mile  distant  from  the  town  ? — No  ; that  the  radius 
of  a mile  would  take  in  about  eighteen  townlands. 

1 37.  It  would  take  in  the  entire  of  them  ? — No. 

138.  It  would  cut  them  in  some  instances  1 — Yes. 


X.ISMOEE. 
Dec.  30, 1878. 

Mr.  Maurice 
Healy. 


Dr.  Cukrgy 

139.  Mr.  O’Bkien. — You  are  Chairman  of  the 
Town  Commissioners  of  Lismore  ? — Yes. 

140.  How  long  have  you  been  Chairman  of  the 
Commissioners? — Since  1858,  I think. 

141.  The  boundaries  have  never  been  changed  since 
the  Act  was  adopted  in  1855  ? — No. 

142.  You  were  not  Chairman  at  the  time  the  Act 
was  introduced  ? — No. 

143.  And  you  don’t  know  what  were  the  principles 
that  guided  the  Commissioners  in  originallj  fixing  the 
boundaries  ? — No. 

144.  From  your  experience  do  you  think  the  feel- 
ing of  the  Commissioners  is  favourable  to  having  the 
existing  boundary  extended  or  in  any  way  altered  1 — 

I think  it  is  in  favour  of  allowing  things  to  remain  as 
they  are. 

145.  You  are  aware  the  present  area  is  only  139 
acres? — Yes. 

146.  That  is  a particularly  small  one  ? — Yes. 

147.  And  you  think  the  feeling  of  the  Commis- 
sioners would  not  be  in  favour  of  having  a wider  area 
adopted  ? — No ; all  the  Commissioners  I have  spoken  to 
except  one  have  been  in  favour  of  allowing  things  to 
remain  as  they  are. 

148.  What  were  the  grounds  on  which  they  arrived 
at  that  conclusion  ? — In  consequence  of  the  separation 
of  the  sanitary  matters  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Town  Commissioners,  the  expenses  are  very  much  di- 
minished, and  the  rate  collected  is  sufficient  to  cover 
these  expenses,  but  if  the  area  was  extended  so  as  to 
include  the  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town,  the 
greater  part  of  the  land  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
people  in  the  town,  the  increased  taxation  would  come 
on  the  backs  of  those  who  now  pay  the  principal  por- 
tion of  the  rates. 

149.  Are  there  not  also  numerous  occupiers  living 
within  a radius  of  a mile  of  the  town  who  are  not  sub- 
ject to  the  town  taxation  and  yet  derive  advantages  ? 
—There  are  some,  but  I think  Mr.  Healy  has  rawer 
exaggerated  the  numbers. 

150.  You  think  there  are  not  many  1 — There  are  a 
few. 

151.  How  many  do  you  make  out,  excepting  the 
labouring  class  farmers  ? — Including  those  above  the 
station  of  labourers  who  would  he  called  upon  to  pay 
rates,  I should  say  about  fifty. 

152.  Well,  assuming  the  number  to  he  fifty,  don’t 
you  think  they  derive,  in  numerous  ways,  advantages 
from  their  proximity, to  the  town? — They  derive  some, 
but  nothing  at  all  equivalent  to  the  town  people. 

153.  And  they  derive  advantages  in  having  a mar- 
ket close  to  them,  and  in  having  schools  provided  for 
their  children  ? — They  do. 

154.  You  know  about  the  rate  levied  on  arable 
lauds  ?— Yes. 

155.  Doesn’t  it  appear  to  you  that  the  reduced  taxa- 
tion of  one-fourth  is  a pretty  fair  measure  of  the  ad- 
vantages these  persons  derive  from  the  town  ? — Yes,  I 

think  go. 


examined. 


Dr.  Currey. 


156.  Then  you  don’t  think  there  would  he  anything 
inequitable  in  including  persons  within  the  town  who 
live  within  the  radius  of  a mile  of  it  ? — I think  they 
would  all  strongly  object  to  it. 

157.  On  what  ground  ? — On  the  ground  that  they 
do  not  get  value  for  it. 

158.  You  would  not  yourself  consider  that  there  was 
anything  inequitable  in  requiring  that  persons  deriving 
certain  advantages  should  give  a certain  contribution 
towards  the  town  expenditure? — No;  hut  if  I was 
there  myself  I would  object. 

159.  On  the  ground  of  the  additional  taxation? — 
Yes. 

1 60.  You  heard  me  read  the  ojiinion  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  in  favour  of  having  town  boundaries 
and  electoral  division  boundaries  made  coterminous. 
If  it  was  proposed  here  to  follow  that  opinion  by 
substituting  the  electoral  division  for  the  present 
municipal  boundary,  would  you  consider  there  would 
be  any  objection  to  that? — I do. 

161.  What  would  he  the  objections  that  strike  you 
as  applying  to  that  ? — I think  it  would  be  going  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  strong  recommendation  of  the 
committee. 

162.  Oh,  no.  The  Committee  expressed  an  opinion 
that  the  town  should  he  made  coterminous  with  the 
poor  law  electoral  division  ? — Yes. 

163.  Now,  the  town  of  Lismore  is  situated  in  the 
poor  law  division  of  Lismore? — Yes. 

164.  And  suppose  you  confined  it  to  the  electoral 
division  of  Lismore,  what  would  he  the  objection  to  it  1 
— If  you  take  a radius  of  a mile  ? 

165.  No,  but  putting  the  mile  radius  out  of  the 
question,  and  if  you,  instead  of  that,  took  the  electoral 
division  as  the  boundary,  what  would  be  the  objection  1 

I think  it  runs  out  in  different  directions,  and  you 

would  be  bringing  in  people  who  derive  no  advantages 
more  than  if  they  were  six  miles  away. 

166.  How  far  does  the  electoral  division  go?— 
Nearly  three  miles  in  a southerly  direction,  and  two 
and  a half  miles  in  a westerly  direction. 

167.  It  goes  to  a distance  at  which  you  consider  they 
derive  no  advantage  from  the  town  ? — None  whatever. 

168.  Would  it  also  have  the  effect  of  excluding,  in 

other  directions,  the  people  who  happen  to  be  _ close  to 
the  town,  and  yet  live  in  another  electoral  division  ? — 
Yes,  it  would.  ^ 

169.  So  that  there  would  be  a two-fold  objection  to 
the  electoral  division— that  it  goes  too  far  in  one  di- 
rection, and  leaves  out  in  another  direction  people  who 
should  be  included?— I don’t  know  that  anybody 
living  at  the  other  side  of  the  river  would  derive  any 
advantage  whatever  from  being  included  in  the  town- 

170.  But  that  is  outside  the  electoral  division  i — 
Yes. 

171.  If  you  took  the  electoral  division,  would  you 
not  exclude  persons  deriving  much  more  benefit  than 
some  of  those  in  the  division  but  who  did  not  happen 
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to  be  in  tins  electoral  division  of  Lisin  ore  1 — No,  I 
don’t  think  it  would.  I think  there  are  persons  in  the 
electoral  division  of  Lismore  living  near  the  town  of 
Lismore  who  never  contribute  anything  to  the  town. 

172.  Suppose  you  made  the  electoral  division  the 
municipal  area,  one  objection  you  mentioned  is  that  it 
goes  so  far  in  one  direction  that  it  would  bring  in  some 
people  who  derive  no  benefits  from  the  town,  and  leave 
out  in  other  places  people  who  derive  advantages,  arid 
who  are  at  present  excluded,  because  they  are  not  in 
the  electoral  division? — Yes,  it  would. 

173.  So  that  you  would  have  persons  excluded  alto- 
gether who  are  much  closer  to  the  town  than  those 
included  in  the  electoral  division  boundary'  ? — Yes. 

174.  You  are  aware  that  under  the  7th  section  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  of  last  session  there  is  power 
given  to  the  Local  Government  Board  to  transfer,  by 
provisional  order,  the  control  from  the  Board  of 


Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  respecting  sanitarv 
matters  ? — Yes,  I am  aware  of  that. 

175.  Did  the  Commissioners  ever  consider  the  exiic 
diency  of  getting  a transfer  ? — The  subject  has  lien 
mentioned,  but  never  seriously  entertained. 

17G.  And  so  far  as  you  know,  the  opinion  is  not  in 
favour  of  having  the  transfer  ? — No. 

177.  They  would  rather  let  things  remain  as  tier 

are?— Yes.  ‘ * 

178.  Tlu-y  would  not  be  influenced  by  the  power  (if 
they  were  constituted  the  Sanitary  Authority)  of  gettin  •> 
control  over  certain  works  ? — That  subject  has  also 
been  discussed,  but  we  thought  we  were  better  as  we 
were. 

179.  So  that  you  think  there  is  no  desire  to  have 
either  the  Grand  Jury  or  the  sanitary  functions  trans- 
ferred ? — No. 

180.  You  would  rather  remain  as  you  are? — Yes. 


Major  Giles  examined. 


181.  You  are  not  a Commissioner? — No ; lam  a 
resident  in  the  Ballyrafter  townland  ; it  is  in  the 
Ballyinn  electoral  division,  aud  we  derive  no  advantage 
whatever  from  the  town. 

182.  How  far  is  Ballyrafter  from  the  town  ? — Be- 
tween half  a mile  and  a quarter. 

183.  Then  a radius  of  a mile  would  introduce  it  ? — 
Y es,  and  it  would  introduce  a great  number  of  poor, 
who  are  not  able  to  pay  rates,  and  that  derive  no  ad- 
vantage. 

154.  Have  they  not  the  benefit  arising  from  their 
proximity  to  the  market  ? — Yes,  but  the  market  is 
nothing. 

155.  Haven’t  you  the  advantage  of  the  schools  for 
your  children? — We  have  a school  at  the  other  side 
very  nearly  as  near. 

186.  But  persons  living  within  a radius  of  a mile 
resort  to  the  town  a good  deal  more  than  persons  living 
at  a greater  distance? — No  doubt  of  that. 

187.  Aud  if  the  streets  are  lighted  they  participate 
in  that  benefit  ? — It’s  most  trifling. 

188.  Butthey  have  greater  advantage  from  the  town 
than  the  people  living  miles  away  ? — I don’t  consider 
the  ratepayers  out  there  have  any  advantages. 

189.  You  don’t  consider  that  you  have  any  ad- 


vantages of  such  a nature  as  would  fairly  make  you 
liable  to  contribute  ? — Not  the  slightest. 

190.  You  are  aware  that  if  you  were  introduced 
arable  lands  ai-e  only  liable  to  one-fourth  ? — Yes. 

191.  Don't  you  consider  that  that  would  meet  your 
objection,  and  that  the  fact  of  your  only  being  obliged 
to  pay  one-fourth  would  be  a fair  measure  of  the  ad- 
vantages you  derive  ? — No ; and  so  far  as  the  market  is 
concerned,  Lismore  is  no  use  to  us.  My  market  is 
Cappoquin,  and  I get  my  meat  there. 

192.  How  far  is  that  away  ? — About  four  miles. 

193.  Don’t  you  consider  that  the  people  of  Bally- 
rafter resort  generally  to  Lismore  as  a market  town  1— 
I suppose  they  do. 

194.  How  many  inhabited  houses  are  there  in 
Ballyrafter  ? — There  are  a great  many,  but  they  are  of 
a very  poor  order — cottiers — men  holding  only  a small 
portion  of  ground. 

195.  And  you  don't  think  they  would  be  able  to 
hear  any  increased  taxation  ? — I am  sure  they  are  not 
able  to  bear  any  taxation ; even  the  taxation  that  is 
on  them. 

196.  And  the  inhabitants  would  object  ? — I am  sure 
they  would.  They  are  about  the  poorest  people  in  the 
place  it  is  a mountain  district. 


Mr.  John  Hickie  examined. 


197.  You  are  a Commissioner  of  the  town  of  Lis- 
more ? — I am. 

198.  How  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner? — 
Since  the  town  was  put  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Act 

199.  And  probably  you  took  part  in  the  preliminary 
arrangements  of  getting  the  Act  adopted  ?— Yes. 

200.  "What  was  the  principle  that  generally  guided 
you  in  fixing  the  boundary  then  ? — I think  it  was  the 
old  boundary. 

201.  You  had  been  under  the  9th  of  George  IY.  ? 

I believe  we  were  not  under  the  Act,  but  there  was  an 
old  boundary,  the  boundary  of  the  manor  court 

202.  You  think  the  boundary  adopted  was  the 
boundary  that  previously  existed  for  the  manor  court  ? 
— Fes,  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Cotton’s  house,  and 
that  was  included  with  his  own  consent. 

203.  You  have  heard  the  explanation  given  as  to 
the  objects  of  the  inquiry  : from  your  experience  as  a 
Commissioner  do  you  think  it  desirable  that  the  present 
boundary  should  be  extended? — We  were  discussing 
that — myself  and  Dr.  Currey — here  last  week,  , and  we 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  would  not  be  much 
advantage  derived  by  the  town  people,  but  if  the 
boundary  could  be  extended  a mile  we  would  be  in 
favour  of  it. 

204.  You  would  not  be  in  favour  of  a small  radius, 
but  you  would  be  in  favour  of  extending  the  town 
boundary  a mile  ? — Yes. 


205.  And  you  think  the  people  living  near  the  town 
derive  advantage  from  their  proximity  to  it? — Yes. 

206.  And  you  would  not  be  in  favour  of  anything 
more  or  less  than  a mile  ? — If  I was  in  favour  of  any- 
thing I would  be  in  favour  of  a mile,  or  even  less. 
Down  as  far  as  the  bridge,  to  Ballyinn  I should  say 
should  he  taken  in. 

207.  How  many  townlands  of  that  electoral  division 
of  Ballyinn  would  you  take  in  ? — About  a mile. 

208.  How  many  townlands  would  that  introduce  ? — 
I could  not  say  exactly  how  many. 

209.  It  would  take  in  a considerable  part  of  the 
electoral  division  ? — No,  not  a considerable  part. 

210.  Well,  some  part  of  it  ? — Yes. 

211.  You  think  some  part  of  it  should  be  introduced  ? 
— Yes,  I do. 

212.  You  would  not  be  in  favour  of  adopting  the 
electoral  division  of  Lismore  as  the  municipal  boundary? 
—No. 

213.  So  you  have  a two-fold  objection  to  that,  that 
it  goes  too  far  in  one  direction,  and  omits  places  in 
another  direction  that  you  think  should  be  included  ? — 
Yes  ; it  is  in  Ballyin  our  gasworks  are,  and  I think 
they  benefit  moi-e  than  the  people  a mile  out. 

214.  But  you  are  not  in  favour  of  adopting  the 
electoral  division  as  the  boundary,  or  anything  beyond 
a mile  ? — No. 

215.  Are  there  any  improvements  which  you  have 
been  restrained  from  making  from  a consideration  that 
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would  be  a burdeu  on  tbe  present  township  ?— 
assisted  by  Mr.  Currey  in  mating  them.  Ho 
,'fts  donations  to  help  us.  , . . 

® oiij  Otherwise  the  works  would  involve  too  heavy 

choree ? Yes  ; and  the  county  gave  us  one-fourth. 

a 017°  Since  1874  you  ceased  to  be  Sanitary  Authority 

foHjhe  town  ^ ^ jieaKi  mo  road  the  section  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  of  last  session,  which  enables  the 
f ,_1  Government  Board,  by  provisional  order,  to 
transfer  these  functions  from  the  Board  of  Guardians 
ro  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

219  Save  you  considered  whether  it  would  be  de- 
sirable that  these  functions  should  be  transferred  ?— I 
tliink  it  would  be  desirable. 

•220.  You  think  the  Town  Body  would  have  more 
interest  in  the  work  1 — I do. 

221.  And  that  the  transfer  would  be  desirable  ?— 

^222.  If  these  duties  were  transferred  would  it  in- 
crease your  desire  to  sec  the  area  extended  1 — It  would. 

023.  You  are  aware  there  is  a further  provision  in 
the  *Act  enabling  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
transfer  certain  jurisdiction  over  the  roads  and  bridges 
within  the  municipal  boundary  from  the  Grand  Jury 
to  the  Town  Commissioners.  Would  it  appear  to  you 
to  be  advisable  if  you  were  made  tbe  Sanitary  Authority 
that  you  should  seek  to  obtain  control  over  tbe  roads 
and  bridges  also?— I think  it  would  be. 

224.  You  tliink  you  would  be  able  to  do  the  work 
better  7 — With  more  satisfaction. 

225.  Do  you  consider  the  sum  at  present  expended 
by  "the  Grand  Jury  is  commensurate  with  the  grant 

they  levy? I think  the  work  could  be  better  done  by 

the  Commissioners  themselves.  They  would  have  more 
interest  in  it,  and,  with  regard  to  the  sanitary  matters, 
the  people  think  it  very  strange  to  see  guardians  corn- 
in"  over  from  other  neighbourhoods  to  look  after  works 
that  should  be  carried  on  by  those  in  tbe  locality. 


Once  there  was  a sewer  to  be  made,  aiul  it  was  the  lisuoke. 
Cappoquin  Guardians  who  carried  the  making  of  the  £>*.-.  30,is;s. 
sewer  through  Lismore.  — 

226.  And  you  think  the  people  of  Lismore  would  n£y°hn 
be  able  to  take  a greater  interest  in  such  works  than 

the  people  of  Cappoquin  ? — Yes. 

227.  Would  the  people  of  Lismore  he  in  favour  of 
having  the  boundaries  extended  ? — I tliink  they  would. 

228.  You  have  heard  me  ask  Mr.  Healy  the  num- 
ber eligible  to  fill  the  ofiice  of  Town  Commissioner 
within  the  present  township,  and  he  has  told  us  there 
are  19  eligible  to  fill  tbe  ofiice  of  Commissioner,  and 
that  there  are  56  entitled  to  vote.  He  lias  also  told 
us  that  if  the  boundary  was  extended,  it  would  bring 
in  a larger  number  both  of  those  who  would  he  eligi- 
ble to  be  Commissioners  and  of  voters — does  it  appear 
to  you  that  it  would  have  a healthier  effect  and  im- 
prove the  state  of  affairs  in  the  township  if  there  was 
an  extended  area  1 — I tliink  it  would  be  an  improve- 
ment. 

229.  You  think  it  would  give  a healthier  impetus 
to  the  town  government,  as  you  would  have  a larger 
number  to  select  from  and  a larger  number  interested  ? 

— Yes. 

230.  You  think  that  would  be  desirable? — Yes. 

231.  Mr.  Cotton. — Suppose  there  was  to  be  no  ex- 
tension on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  would  you  still 
be  in  favour  of  an  extension  to  the  south  ? — I tliink 
the  Ballyinn  people  derive  more  benefit. 

232.  Would  you  still  be  in  favour  of  an  extension 
of  the  boundary  to  the  south  if  there  was  no  exten- 
sion to  the  north  side  ? — I tliink  it  should  be  made 
general. 

233.  Suppose  it  was  considered  impolitic  to  go  into 
that  second  electoral  division  of  Ballyinn,  and  it  was 
considered  desirable  to  keep  to  the  one  electoral  divi- 
sion, do  you  consider  it  desirable  to  go  for  the  mile  ? — 

I tliink  it  would  be  better  to  Lave  it  more  uniform. 


Mr.  Thomas  Crotty  examined. 


234.  Mr.  O’Bihen. — You  are  a Commissioner  of 
Lismore? — Yes. 

235.  You  have  heard  the  different  views  expressed 
as  to  the  extension  of  the  township  boundary;  wliat  is 
your  own  opinion  ? — I quite  coincide  with  Mr.  Hickey. 

236.  You  would  lie  in  favour  of  having  a mile 
radius  ? — Yes. 

237.  And  you  think  the  people  within  the  mile 
radius  should  contribute  ? — Yes. 

238.  And  you  think  it  would  give  a healthier  tone 
if  there  was  a larger  number  of  persons  eligible  to  be 
Commissioners,  and  a larger  number  of  electors? 
Yes. 

239.  Mr.  Hickie  has  also  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  sanitary  functions  should  be  transferred  to 
the  Commissioners  from  the  Board  of  Guardians — is 
that  your  view  also  ? — Yes. 

240.  On  general  grounds,  you  think  that  would  be 
fair? — Ido. 

241.  You  have  also  heard  the  opinion  expressed  by 


Mr.  Hickie  that  if  you  were  constituted  the  sanitary 
authority  he  would  be  in  favour  of  having  the  control 
over  the  roads  and  bridges  transferred  to  you  from  tbe 
Grand  Jury — is  that  your  view  too  1 — Yes. 

242.  You  would  be  in  favour  of  having  the  control 
over  them  transferred  to  the  town  body  ? — Yes. 

243.  You  think  the  work  would  be  better  done  than 

at  present? — Yes.  . 

244.  And  you  think  you  would  take  greater  interest 
in  the  execution  of  the  works  ? — Yes. 

245.  Greater  interest  than  the  Grandffury  take  i — 


246.  In  transferring  the  Grand  Jury  functions  over 
bridges  of  course  you  would  be  responsible  for  them, 
and  if  any  accident  occurred,  for  instance,  to  the 
bridge  at  Lismore  here  you  would  be  responsible— 
would  that  fact  deter  you  from  undertaking  tbe  func- 
tions, or  would  you  think  that  a sufficiently  probable 
contingent  to  deter  you  ? — I don  t think  there  is  any 
fear  of  the  bridge. 


Mr.  Thomas 
Crotty. 


Dr.  Lowe 

247.  You  are  a Commissioner  of  the  town? — Yes. 

248.  How  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner? 
Five  years  or  so. 

249.  Yon  were  not  a member  when  the  body  was 
first  constituted? — No. 

250.  And  you  don’t  know  what  were  the  principles 
that  guided  them? — No;  only  from  hearsay. 

251.  Do  you  consider  the  existing  boundary  satis- 
factory?—I do  not.  . 

252.  Do  you  think  it  should  be  extended  orlimited? 
— Extended. 

253.  What  is  the  extension  you  would  think  de- 
sirable ? — T.  have  heard  Mr.  Hickey’s  statement,  and 
I think  it  is  very  fair. 


amined.  D 

254  You  are  in  favour  of  a mile  radius  ?— Yes.  _ 

255'  And  you  think  the  people  within  a mile  derive 

’^S^And'jou  think  they  derive  advantages  com- 
the  one-fourth  taxation  to  which  they 
3 be  satj*tLyes,»nalhe>rd Major  Gflee  state 
he  derived  very  Ettle  advantage,  but  I thmk  lie  de- 
ri™ Z much  as  other  person  We  light  he 
bridge  tor  him,  ond  TO  keep  “ads  dea“  f“: ' 

He  & very  rich,  and  TO  ore  very  poor,  and  TO  would 

like  to  hove  the  Major’s  money.  , 

257.  Ton  consider  the  radius  ot  a mile  TOuld  be  o 

to25^.''^yonI™”ia  “ &y0'”  °f 
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the  electoral  division  as  the  boundary  of  the  town  ? — 
I don’t  understand  that,  and  I will  not  give  any  opinion 
on  it. 

259.  As  at  present  advised  you  are  in  favour  of  the 
radius  of  a mile  ? — Yes,  and  particularly  to  the  north. 

260.  You  would  take  a radius  of  a mile  all  round  ? — 
Yes.  There  is  a mill  on  the  north  that  we  wish  to  have 
in  ; it  is  a flour  mill,  and  these  gentlemen  derive  much 
benefit  from  the  town.  W e use  their  commodity  here. 

261.  What  townland  is  it  in  1 — Ballyinn,  I think. 

262.  These  mills  you  think  should  be  introduced '! — 
Yes,  and  we  have  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  weirs 
which  we  should  also  have. 

263.  Where  are  they ? — In  Ballyinn  also,  anil  we 
have  Lismore  Castle. 

26  4.  Is  that  rated  at  present? — I believe  there  is  some 
trifle  paid  for  it.  We  have  also  two  large  corn  stores. 

265.  Where  are  they? — They  are  outside  the 
municipal  area. 

266.  What  distance  are  they  from  the  centre  of  the 
town? — Not  1,000  yards. 

267.  And  you  consider  that  they  should  he  taken 
in  ? — Yes,  and  there  is  the  Canal,  that  produces  £150 
profit  dead,  and  we  must  pay  the  expenses  off  the 
town,  and  get  nothing  from  it. 

268.  What  radius  would  bring  that  in  '? — The  mile 
would,  and  we  are  most  anxious  to  have  Major  Giles. 

269.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  the  sanitary 
functions  transferred  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  to 
the  Town  Commissioners  ? — 1 think  that  is  the  greatest 
injustice  Government  ever  did. 

270.  And  you  are  in  favour  of  having  the  sanitary 
functions  transferred  ? — Certainly. 

271.  Are  you  aware  there  is  power  vested  in  the 
Local  Government  to  transfer,  if  they  see  fit,  the 
authority  over  sanitary  matters  ? — I am  very  glad  of  it. 

272.  But  you  were  not  aware  of  it  ? — All  the  towns- 
people will  be  most  delighted  to  have  it  again  trans- 
ferred to  the  Commissioners. 

273.  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  of  1874,  which 
took  away  the  sanitary  functions  from  the  Town  Com- 
missioners, and  vested  it  in  the  Board  of  Guardians  in 
towns  where  the  population  did  not  exceed  6,000,  and 
here  your  population  is  only  2,000,  the  transfer  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians  was  absolute  and  universal,  and 
the  law  so  remained  until  last  session  of  Parliament, 
and  now  stands  in  the  same  way,  but  in  the  Local 
Government  Board  Act  there  is  power  given  to  give 
back  the  authority  to  the  Commissioners  under  a pro 
visional  order  ? — i am  very  sorry  to  tell  you  I think 
the  Guardians  are  very  lazy  in  doing  their  duty. 

274.  You  would  be  in  favour  of  the  transfer? 

Certainly.  ® 


275.  You  also  hoard  me  read  another  section  of 
Act,  under  which,  if  you  were  the  sanitary  authority 
there  is  power  given  to  obtain  control  over  cert,'’ 
works  now  exercised  by  the  Grand  Jury.  Do  ■ 
think  your  Board,  or  are  you  yourself  in  favour^ 
having  the  control  of  the  roads  and  bridges  in  your  , ° 
hands  ! — I think  it  would  be  desirable. 

276.  And  you  think  you  would  do  it  better?— Mud 
better,  particularly  if  we  had  the  rural  guardian 
coming  in  to  assist  us. 

277.  You  think  an  extension  of  boundary  would  br 
of  advantage  as  bringing  in  the  rural  class  of  people?- 
It  would  give  a more  select  class  of  people.  I heard 
Mr.  Hickie  complain  that  the  sanitary  rate  was  in 
posed  on  the  Town  Commissioners  without  their  will 
and  against  their  will,  to  make  a sewer  through  the 
South  Mall,  leading  up  from  the  church.  It  cost  I 
believe,  £120.  Now  that  is  perfectly  useless  to  the 
town,  and  we  have  been  taxed  by  it,  and  if  we  had 
power  to  prevent  that  we  would  do  so,  hut  being  under 
the  government  of  a few  gentlemen  from  Cappoquin 
they  carried  it  against  the  will  of  the  people. 

278.  You  mention  that  as  an  illustration  that  the 
sanitary  affairs  are  not  as  well  managed  by  the  Board 
of  Guardians  as  they  would  he  if  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners had  control  over  them  ? — I do.  Whereas  here 
is  Dr.  Cotton,  an  old  respectable  inhabitant  of  the 
town,  and  his  place  wants  sewers,  and  he  has  to  carry 
oft  the  sewer  water  through  the  street  down  to  the 
other  sewers.  This  sewer  that  I mentioned  has  been 
granted  at  a cost  of  £120,  while  the  other  was  re- 
fused. 

279.  Assuming  that  it  would  not  he  advisable  to  ex- 
tend the  boundary  into  Ballyinn? — 1 would  be  against 
that. 

280.  Would  you  consider  it  advisable  to  extend  the 
boundary  to  Ballyinn? — By  all  means  extend  it  to 
Ballyinn. 

281.  But  if  it  was  not  extended  to  Ballyin?— It 
would  be  almost  useless.  The  benefit  to  the  people 
of  Lismore  comes  nearly  altogether  from  Ballyinn. 

282.  Supposing  it  was  put  to  you,  you  can't  get  aa 
extension  towards  Ballyinn,  hut  yon  can  have  an  ex- 
tension in  any  other  direction,  what  would  you  say 
then  1 — I would  say  then  the  law  is  a one-sided  one. 
I would  consider  it  a mere  pretext  if  it  was  not  ex- 
tended to  Ballyinn. 

283.  You  would  consider  any  extension  that  did 
not  take  in  Ballyinn  unsatisfactory  ? — I would. 

284.  Is  the  railway  station  at  present  included  in 
the  town  ? — No. 

285.  In  what  townland  is  the  railway  station?— 
Townparks. 


Mr.  Healj. 


Mr.  Healy  recalled. 


286.  The  townland  of  Townparks  is  part  of  the 
Lismore  electoral  division  ? — Yes. 

287.  But  it  is  outside  the  town  boundary  ? Yes. 

288.  How  far  is  it  from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? 

Scarcely  a quarter  of  a mile  from  it. 

289.  It  is  entirely  outside  the  town  boundary  at 
present  ? — Yes. 

290.  The  station  is  attended  by  hackney  cars  from 
the  town? — Yes. 

281.  Have  you  no  by-laws? — No,  sir. 

292.  Suppose  the  boundary  was  extended  to  take 
in  the  railway  station,  would  the  Commissioners  con- 


sider it  an  advantage  to  have  power  to  pass  by-laws 
to  regulate  the  conduct  of  the  carmen  ? — I should 
say  so. 

293.  At  present  they  have  no  by-laws  and  no 
control  over  them  ?— No,  not  for  that  place;  but  they 
can  regulate  the  hackney  care  within  the  town. 

294.  At  present  they  have  no  by-laws  and  no 
control  ? — No. 

295.  "Would  you  consider  it  an  advantage  if  you 
had  by-laws,  and  if  the  railway  station  was  included? 
— I woidd  ; but  there  are  not  many'  cars  except  from 
the  two  hotels. 


Mr.  James 
O'Brien. 


Mr.  James  O’Brien  examined. 


296.  You  are  a Commissioner  of  Lismore? 

Yes,  sir. 

297.  How  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner? 

About  six  months. 

298.  You  have  heard  the  different  opinions  ex- 
pressed to-day  by  different  witnesses,  is  there  anything 
you  would  wish  to  add? — No.  I quite  agree  with 
Mr.  Crotty,  Mr.  Hickey,  and  Dr.  Lowe. 

299.  There  is  nothing  special  you  wish  to  add? 

No,  sir. 


300.  You  are  in  favour  of  adopting  the  mile  radius? 
— I am. 

301.  You  are  in  favour  of  that  including  Ballyinn? 
— Yes. 

302.  You  would  not  be  in  favour  of  any  extension 
that  would  not  bring  in  Ballyinn  ? — No. 

303.  You  are  in  favour  of  a transfer  of  the  sani- 
tary functions  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  you  1 
— Yes. 

304.  You  think  that  would  be  an  advantage  ? — T es. 
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Mr.  James  O’Connor  examined. 


305.  Yon  are  a Town  Commissioner  of  Lismore  ? — 
Yes,  sir. 

30G.  How  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner  of 
the  town  1 — For  a few  months. 

307.  You  have  heard  the  different  opinions  ex- 
pressed— is  there  anything  you  would  wish  to  add  ? 
I would  be  for  not  extending  the  boundary  at  all. 

308.  You  would  be  in  favour  of  allowing  things  to 
remain  as  they  are  1 — I do  think  the  change  would  not 
l,o  of  advantage. 

309.  Don’t  you  think  it  would  be  a benefit  to  have 
a larger  area  to  extend  the  taxes  over  1 — But  I don’t 
think  the  people  would  pay  the  tax;  they  can’t 
aii'ord  it. 

310.  In  what  part  of  the  radius  of  a mile  are  the 
jieople  uuable  to  pay? — I don’t  think  on  the  other 
side.  There  are  a few  gentlemen,  but,  as  a rale,  the 
fanners  and  others  can’t  afford  to  pay. 

311.  But  don’t  you  consider  that  persons  within  a 
radius  of  a mile,  to  some  extent  at  all  events,  partici- 
pate in  the  general  advantages  which  town  govern- 
ment offers? — They  do  ; but  we  have  regular  control 
over  the  butter  market,  and  there  is  no  other  weekly 
market. 

312.  Don’t  they  sell  the  different  descriptions  of 
farm  produce  in  the  town? — No  ; not  in  a satisfactory 
manner. 

313.  But  still  don’t  the  people  within  a mile  of  the 
town  sell  eggs  and  butter,  and  that  kind  of  thing  ? — 
Very  little  ; but  there  is  no  regular  market. 

314.  Don’t  their  children  come  into  Lismore  to  the 
schools  in  the  town  ? — Some  do,  and  others  do  not. 

315.  Don’t  you  think  there  is  some  advantage 
derived  by  the  people  living  within  a mile  of  the 
town,  which  the  people  living  five  or  six  miles  off  don’t 
enjoy? — I do. 

316.  Don't  you  think  the  advantages  they  derive 
would  be  fairly  measured  at  one-fourth  of  the  tax? — 
\ es  ; I dare  say  they  would. 

317.  Aren’t  you  aware  that  arable  lands  brought  in 
arc  only  liable  to  one-fourth  the  rate  ? — Y es. 

318.  And  don’t  you  think  that  a fair  enough 
measure  of  the  advantages  they  derive  ? — I dare  say 
they  would  not  object  to  pay  that. 

319.  You  don’t  think  that  that  would  be  inequit- 
able ? — I don’t  think  it  would  be. 

320.  You  would  not  object  to  the  mile  radius  under 
these  circumstances  ? — Not  if  it  was  a benefit  to  the 
town  of  Lismore,  but  I don’t  believe  it  would  be.  I 
don’t  think  it  would  bring  in  any  additional  Commis- 
sioners. 

321.  You  don't  think  it  would  be  desirable? — No. 

Major  Giles. — Mr.  Lowe  said  the  bridge  was  lighted 

with  gas,  but  that’s  not  so.  They  commence  at  the 
south  side,  and  there  is  no  light  at  the  other  side, 
although  the  gas  works  are  over  there. 

Mr.  O'Connor. — I would  not  be  in  favour  of  taking 
over  the  control  over  the  roads  and  bridges. 

322.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a 
transfer  of  the  sanitary  jurisdiction  ? — No ; I would 
not. 

Dr.  Currey. — The  water  supply  is  really  supplied  by 
the  Duke,  and  the  Town  Commissioners  simply  give 
Is.  a year  to  give  them  control  and  to  prevent  waste 
of  the  water. 

Mr.  Ilealy. — I find  there  are  about  forty-seven  per- 
sons who  would  be  eligible  to  be  Commissioners  in 
the  mile  radius. 

323.  Mr.  O’Brien.— What  would  be  the  number  of 


voters  that  would  be  introduced!— They  might  be  about 
double  that — about  100. 

324.  Do  you  mean  there  would  be  47  additional 
persons  who  would  be  eligible  to  act  as  Commissioners ! 
— Yes. 

325.  And  about  100  additional  voters?— Yes. 

320.  Mr.  Cotton.— How  would  these  numbers  be 

affected  if  you  left  out  everything  north  of  the  river  ? 
— There  would  be  35  included  who  would  be  eliffible. 
and  that  would  leave  12  for  Ballyinn. 

327.  And  how  many  voters  would  be  brought  in  if 
Ballyinn  was  left  out  ? — About  SO,  but  at  present  anv 
person  rated  under  £8  in  the  town  is  excluded. 

32S.  Dr.  Lowe. — I heard  it  stated  that  the  rates 
would  be  adequate  to  the  expenses,  hut  I don’t  believe 
that,  for  we  are  limited  here,  and  we  can’t  carry  out 
improvements  owing  to  the  crippled  manner  of  our 
receipts. 

329.  You  think  your  limitation  is  too  much  ? — Too 
much. 

330.  You  have  no  property  of  any  kind  except  what 
you  raise  by  rates? — None. 

331.  You  consider  it  too  limited  and  poor  a town? 
— Yes,  and  that  they  bear  the  burden  which  the  rich 
ought  to  hear. 

332.  Can  you  mention  any  works  you  were  restrained 
from  making  by  reason  of  your  limited  funds  ? — There 
is  a nuisance  at  the  Mall  which  we  want  to  have 
removed,  but  we  were  told  the  rates  were  so  great  we 
could  not  have  it  clone,  and  that  we  must  apply  always 
to  the  Duke  to  have  anything  earned  out. 

333.  Do  you  pave  the  streets  ? — If  we  had  the  means 
we  would  pave  and  flag. 

334.  Have  you  been  restrained  from  doing  that ! — 
We  have  no  fund  for  doing  it,  aud  our  anxiety  is  to 
have  funds. 

Mr.  Healv  said  there  were  some  incumbrances  which 
are  now  cleared  off,  and  that  this  8if.  would  suffice  for 
the  ordinavy  expenditure,  and  that  the  margin  between 
the  Sd.  and  Is.  would  leave  sufficient  for  the  sani- 
tary works.  Mr.  Healv  would  not  like  to  be  reduced 
in  his  salary.  Some  of  our  footpaths  where  children 
come  in  in  "hundreds  are  exceedingly  bad,  aud  our  read 
contractors  are  not  doing  their  duty,  and  we  have  no 
power  over  them. 

335.  These  ate  works  under  the  Grand  Jury? — 
Yes. 

336.  And  that  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  you  think 
the  transfer  of  the  Grand  Jury  powers  desirable  ?— 
Yes. 

Mr.  Heahj.— About  £4,000  would  he  the  valuation 
of  the  additional  townlands  brought  in  by  the  mile 
radius.  . „ ■_ ,,  . 

337.  Can  you  separate  them? — £2, 1 8a  would  be 

Ballyinn  and  £1,160  for  the  other. 

Dr.  Currey. — Portion  of  the  town  was  flagged  and 
part  paid  bv  the  Commissioners,  and  part  by  the  county, 
but  since  the  construction  of  the  railway  from  Water- 
ford to  Lismore  the  Grand  Jury  have  resolved  not  to 
pass  any  presentment  except  what  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary, and  therefore  we  have  thought  it  useless  to  apply 
for  any  additional  grants. 

Dr.  Lowe.— As  to  that,  the  Grand  Jury  have  thrown 
all  the  rates  on  the  ratepayers,  and  not  on  the  land- 

l0IMr.  O’Brien.— That  is  the  law  of  the  land. 

Mr  Cotton.—' What  is  the  date  of  the  starting  of 
your  books,  so  that  we  may  lie  aide  to  get  a return  of 
the  boundaries  ?-The  2nd  January,  IWto. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 


K 
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MALLOW.— DECEMBER  27th,  1878. 

Before  Mr.  W.  A Exham,  q.c.  (Chairman),  and  Mr.  C.  P.  CoTTOH,  O.E. 
Mr.  Thomas  W.  Priestley  examined. 


1.  Chairman. — Are  you,  Mr.  Priestley,  Chairman 
of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — No,  I am  not  • Dr. 
Barry  is  the  chairman,  but  he  is  at  present  unwell, 
and.  I represent  him  on  the  present  occasion.  I was 
chairman  of  the  Commissioners  for  some  years. 

2.  Was  anything  done  with  regard  to  the  striking 
of  a rate,  or  have  you  struck  a rate  since  we  held  our 
last  inquiry  here  ? — No. 

3.  Did  you  see,  and  have  you  answered,  the  queries 
that  were  sent  to  you  from  the  office  of  the  Municipal 
Boundaries  Commission?  — I really  cannot  say 
whether  they  were  answered  or  not.  1 am  now 
informed  by  the  Town  Clerk  that  they  were  answered. 

4.  Is  it  the  opinion  of  the  governing  body  here 
that  there  should  be  any  enlargement  of  the  boundary  ? 
—Yes ; the  Town  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  an 
enlargement  of  the  boundary. 

5.  Are  they  unanimous  upon  the  point?— Yes,  I 
believe  they  are.  I have  not  heard  of  any  dissension 
irom  it.  I have  not  heard  of  anyone  opposing  it. 

6.  Can  you  say  whether  or  not  it  is  the  feelin"  of 
the  inhabitants  outside  and  inside  the  present  to°wn- 
stnp  that  there  should  be  an  extension  ? — I believe 

7.  What  is  the  present  boundary ; is  it  what  is 
coloured  yellow  on  the  map  before  me  ?— Yes. 

8.  Mr.  Cotton. — Is  the  municipal  the  same  as  the 
Parliamentary  boundary  ?— Not  quite,  though  it  cer- 
tainly does  approximate  as  closely  to  it  as  possible. 
differmce,artLCUlar  instances’  hoWOTer,  there  is  a little 

9.  Do  you  know  how  it  was  fixed,  or  when  ?— No 
As  a matter  of  fact,  I could  not  tell  you. 

10.  Mr.  Exham.— As  far  as  you  know,  has  there 
been  any  alteration  of  the  boundary  since  the  township 
was  foimed  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

_nv.£an  l‘s  kow  and  when  the  boundary 

ZLt  M°p4  rAs-na  matter  of  ^collection,  I 

msle  be  P" 

12'  \s  tp„e  valuation  of  the  town  now?— You 

can  get  that  also  from  Mr.  Nagle. 

13.  Is  the  township  in  one  electoral  division  ?-Mr 
-Nagle  will  tell  that.  * 

cnte  with  tie  Toam  Commissioners  in  proposing  I— 
The  extension  that  tliey  desire,  and  tiat  isi  been  so 
far  as  I have  been  able  to  learn,  apparently  approved 

™5d  be  P T T"ld  vlOiin  it 

»onld  be  a mde_a  rad.us  of  an  English  mile,  ,b 
«y  as  possible-from  the  sontb-wefeem  angto 
the  Mallow  military  barrack  square.  Taken  from  that 
point  to  Colonel  Williamson’s  back  gate  would  give 
as  closely  as  I can  tell,  an  English  mde  8 ’ 

15.  Where  would  Colonel  Williamson’s  back  gate 
he  on  this  map  ?—It  would  not  be  on  the  map  you  have 
beforeyou  at  all,  hut  you  will  find  it  quite  cl  Jrfy  sho™ 
on  theOrdnance  map.  The  southern  pier  of  the  bLk  gS 

f ,C,1°nel.  Williamson  s demesne,  starting  from  that 
and  foHowmg  the  circle,  it  would  strike  apoint  marked 
on  the  kerb-stone  at  Goold’s  Hill ; continuing  that  circle 
around  to  the  west,  you  take  in  part  of  Farmly 

16.  Whose  place  is  that?— That  is  Mr  fWVa 

Manor  Mm.'  ^ ^ **>  “ 

17.  Who  does  that  belong  to? — Mr  Webb  - «m/l 
yon  strike  a bonse  occupied  by  a man  named  Croan 
an  einp&pe  of  Mr.  Webb's.  Still  following  that  S’ 
yon  strike  the  western  pier  of  Mi-.  Webb's  back 
entrance  at  Quartertown  Park.  Still  following 

2“  J * “e  « tonctes 

SnirT  Blaokwater.  Crossing  the  Blaokwoter,  and 

“nSel”018'  ^ *"*  ^ - 


18.  Wliose  place  is  that?— Mr.  Robert  Wu, 

still.  Still  following  that  circle,  yon  tote  ini?!' 
not  know  the  points  round  there  exactly  do 

19.  Mr  Cottoh.-Yoii  take  in  a mile  the 
way  round?— Yes;  you  take  in  a part  of  GaJi  1 

Fairy  Hill,  Sunny  Hill,  Vittoria,  and  Hawthon^  5 

also  take  in  part  of  Kinlockin,  Ammbella- . 

SO  Are  alj  those  places  you  are  now  mention!., 
outside  the  present  boundary  1_ Yes,  every  0M  i 
them ; and  also  the  railway  premises.  1 

21.  Mr.  Exham.— Then  the  railway  station  is 
present  outside  the  boundary  ?— Yes,  entirely  Tho 
new  villas  are  also  outside  at  present.  It  would 
hard  for  me  to  specify  everything. 

22.  About  what  length  of  the  railway  would  be 
taken  in  ? — There  would  be  about  a mile  and  a-lialf 
on  the  length  within  that  circle. 

,,  23ATh,at  “ of  tPe,  tw,°  railways— the  Fermoy  and 
the  other?— It  would  take  m part  of  the  Fermoy  line. 
Grossing  from  Kinlockin,  and  going  north-east,  you 
take  in  Lacknolooha,  which  is  in  the  tenancy  of  Mr 
Thomas  Walsh.  Still  following  that  circle,  you  take 
m the  Lease  lands,  Mr.  Hume’s  ; you  take  in  part  of 
the  h ermoy  railway  and  the  Spa  Glen  lands,  Keatlev’s- 
close,  the  whole  of  the  Castle  lands ; and,  still  follow- 
mg  the  circle,  you  take  in  Eastly  Cottage,  Ballyellis 
Mr.  Brooke  Brazier’s  place,  and  you  take  in  part  of 
Bear  Forest— that  is,  Mr.  Coote’s  part  of  Bear  Forest 
known  as  Lower  Bear  Forest;  also  part  of  Cara’ 
hookeal,  including  the  house  and  demesne,  and  all 
that  would  bring  you  to  the  point  from  whence  you 
started — the  south  pier  of  Colonel  Williamson’s  back 
entrance  gate.  The  circle  I have  detailed  embraces 
all  those  that  at  present  derive  full  benefit  from  tie 
town,  and  who  would  derive  the  benefit  of  any  improve- 
ment made  by  the  Town  Commissioners. 

24.  Are  you  now  referring  to  the  mile  circle?— 
Yes. 

25.  Is  Mr.  Seward’s  house  included  in  the  mile?— 
No,  it  is  outside. 

26.  Is  Mr.  Seward’s  a good  house  ?— I should  tell 
you  the  reason  we  agreed  upon  a mile  is  this,  that  in 
departing  from  the  circle  you  must  take  in  somebody 
and  leave  out  somebody,  and  the  reason  we  thought 
the  mile  would  be  more  generally  adopted,  and  the 
reason  it  was  adopted  accordingly,  was  because  it 
favoured  no  one,  but  took  in  every  person  that  came 
within  the  circle. 

27.  Would  Mr.  Webb’s  house  he  within  that  line? 
—It  would  ; it  is  within  the  mile  radius.  I may  tell 
you  that  the  circle  you  have  before  you  is  a mile  from 
the  pump  in  the  barrack  square  ; but  the  point  that  I 
am  taking  is  the  south-western  angle  of  the  barrack 
square,  which  gives  you  the  opportunity  of  embracing 
some  valuable  property  that  would  be  otherwise  left, 
out  almost  capriciously  if  the  radius  was  taken  from 
the  pump.  The  barrack  pump  would  leave  out  a great 

the  property  that  I have  mentioned. 

28.  Mr.  Cotton. — Have  you  considered  the  exten- 
sion of  the  boundaiy  going  by  townlands,  and  not  by 
a circle  ? — Yes ; I have  a map  of  them  here. 

29.  To  what  map  do  you  refer? — That  is  taken  from 
the  Ordnance  map. 

30.  I see  the  present  proposed  boundary  was  the 
last  proposition  submitted  to  Mr.  Griffith  ?— Yes,  that 
was  submitted  to  Mr.  Griffith  twenty  years  ago, 
approved  by  him,  and  adopted  at  the  timo  by  a public 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  but  it  never  was  carried 
out ; it  fell  through  owing  to  some  informality  in  the 
proceedings  in  connection  with  it. 

31.  Mr.  Exham. — Can  we  retain  this  map  ? — Yes ; 
and  I can  send  you  a map,  made  by  Mr.  Lyons,  which 
marks  the  townland  boundaries ; but  the  great  diffi- 
culty to  be  contended  against  in  connection  with  the 
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• dontion  of  the  townland  boundaries  is  that  you  have 
to  cut  through  more  fields  and  water-courses ; in  fact, 
it  would  be  almost  practically  impossible  to  carry  out 
the  townland  boundary. 

32.  I do  not  understand  that.  If  you  adopt  the 
boundaries  of  the  townlands  for  the  municipal  district 
you  will  not  have  that  difficulty  1 — I thought  you 
meant  the  plough  lands.  By  the  townlands  you  would 

n°33.  Do  you  say  that  this  boundary,  as  marked  on 
this  map,  which  we  will  mark  with  the  letter  B,  was 
the  one  approved  of  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
about  twenty  years  ago  ?— Yes. 

34.  Was  that  the  time  when  you  were  trying  to 
adopt  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  at  first! — Yes; 
it  was. 

35.  Was  this  map  sent  to  the  late  Sir  Richard 
Griffith! — Yes. 

36.  And  approved  by  him  1 — Yes. 

37.  Is  that  the  red  lme  which  is  shown  here  1 — Yes. 

38.  Is  the  line  you  nowpropose  to  us  nearly  contermin- 
ous with  it! — Yes,  practically  it  is ; but  it  does  away  with 
the  objection  that  might  be  taken  to  the  other  proposi- 
tion of  taking  in  any  person  capriciously,  and  that  was 
the  reason  we  decided  upon  the  circle.  Colonel  Wil- 
liamson has  said  that  he  was  one  of  the  parties  who 
objected  at  first  to  the  extension. 

39.  Do  you  mean  to  this  extension  of  twenty 
years  ago  ? — Yes ; he  dissented  to  the  first  proposi- 
tion ; and  the  reason  he  gave  was  that  he  thought  some 
parties  were  taken  in  that  ought  not  to  be,  and  other 
parties  left  out  that  should  have  been  taken  in,  as  they 
derived  the  same  benefit  from  the  town  as  those  that 
were  taken  in,  but  he  also  said  that  by  taking 
the  circle  all  difficulty  was  obviated,  and  the  objection 
was  done  aWay  with. 

40.  Mr.  Cotton.— Supposing  it  was  not  possible  to 

adopt  a hard  and  fast  line,  such  as  a circle,  can  you 
give  us  any  other  boundary  that  would  meet  your 
views — say  boundaries  by  townlands! — Yes.  Mr. 

Lyons  has  made  a tracing  which,  however,  I unfor- 
tunately have  not  with  me,  but  I will  send  it  to  you. 
You  can  put  it  beside  the  other  one,  and  whichever 
you  think  best  you  will,  of  course,  adopt.  They  will 
practically  be  the  same,  except  that  they — the  town- 
land  boundaries — will  follow  hedgerows  and  other 
marks  more  clearly  than  the  circle  could  possibly,  be- 
cause the  circle  crosses  the  liver. 

41.  Mr.  Exham. — Are  you  able  to  give  us  the  increase 
in  acres  and  in  valuation  this  proposed  extension 
would  give  1 — I could  not  tell  you  that  just  now.  I 
can  send  you  that  information. 

42.  About  how  many  residences  would  be  taken 
in  by  the  proposed  mile  boundary! — It  would  take  in 
about  forty  gentlemen’s  seats  and  residences,  includ- 
ing the  railway  premises. 

43.  That  is  the  circle  1 — Yes. 

44.  Are  there  many  occupiers  of  houses  valued  over 
f 4 a year,  who  would  be  taken  in  by  the  circle — 
small  fanners  and  such  people  1 — No ; the  land  em- 
braced would  be  principally  gentlemen’s  seats  and  resi- 
dences, who  derive  full  benefit  from  the  proximity  of 
the  town.  • 

45.  Do  those  who  would  be  brought  within  the 
municipal  district  by  the  proposed  mile  boundary  assent 
to  it !— -Every  one  of  them  assent  to  it  except  Mr. 
Webb,  and  he  has  not  either  assented  to  or  dissented 
from  it.  He  simply  said  he  would  consider  the  matter. 

46.  Have  you  spoken  to  him  lately  on  the  subject  1 
-Yes,  very  lately.  Several  parties  who  objected 
before  have  come  in  to  say  that,  on  a reconsideration 
of  the. matter,  they  think  that  the  proposed  boundary 
is  the  only  equitable  arrangement  that  could  be  made. 

47.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  all  the  persons  who  live 
within  the  proposed  boundary  derive  benefit  from  their 
proximity  to  the  town  1 — Clearly  as  much  as  any  resi- 
dent in  it. 

48.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners  considered 
whether  it  would  be  desirable  that  they  should  have 
the  management  of  the  roads,  or  do  the  Grand  Jury 


do  that  wort  well!_TWe  is  a grave  and  serious 
difference  of  opinion  on  that  matter. 

49.  Is  that  amongst  the  Town  Commissioners  them- 
selves or  the  inhabitants !— Well,  Sir  Denham  Norreys 
has  not  yet  quite  expressed  his  approval  of  it,  and  his 
approval  I look  upon  as  very  important. 

50.  Then  there  is  a difference  of  opining  as  to 
whether  the  management  of  the  streets,  roads, 
and  such  like,  would  be  better  done  by  the  Grand 
Jury  or  the  Municipal  Body  1 — Yes.  I may  mention, 
however,  that  everyone  living  within  the  proposed 
boundary  who  goes  to  either  church,  chapel,  club,  post 
office,  or  any  other  public  building,  must  avail  them- 
selves of  the  benefit  of  the  town.  All  those  buildings 
are  in  the  town. 

51.  Is  it  a fact  that  in  a great  portion  of  the  town 

there  is  considerable  sanitary  work  wanted  still  ? Yes, 

unquestionably. 

52.  I am  told  that  through  the  main  street  there  is 
a sewer  wanted ! — Take,  for  instance,  the  upper  part 
of  the  town,  which  embraces  the  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic  churches,  the  Wesleyan  chapel,  the  post 
office,  the  telegraph  office,  the  club,  the  three  banks, 
and  three  medical  establishments,  all  is  without  a sewer. 

53.  Is  that  portion  entirely  without  a main  sewer! 
— Yes. 

54.  Are  all  the  premises  that  you  have  named 
abutting  on  the  public  road  or  street ! — All  of  them 
on  the  flagway — in  the  front  of  the  main  street. 

55.  Would  the  persons  living  in  the  district  that 
you  propose  to  bring  in  derive  much  benefit  from 
having  the  principal  street  with  a proper  sewer! — 
Yes.  They  must  always  pass  over  portions  of  that 
street  when  on  their  way  to  church,  mass,  or  meeting, 
as  the  saying  is. 

56.  Is  not  the  lower  part  of  the  town  exposed  to 
considerable  floods,  and  would  not  that  part  want  im- 
proving, ton! — I think  we  have  almost  gone  as  far  as 
nature  will  allow  us  in  -that  direction,  because  the 
level  of  Mallow  bridge  is  of  that  kind  that  you  could 
not  sink  it  deeper  without  having  back-water. 

57.  Can  you  say  what  would  be  the  increase  of 
population  by  bringing  in  the  increased  area  you  pro- 
pose— T forget  what  it  is  at  present! — O.ur  population 
at  present  is  4,200. 

58.  What  would  be  the  increase  1 — I think  fully 

1,200. 

59.  Then  you  would  be  nearly  up  to  the  numbers 
which  would  entitle  you  to  be  made  the  Urban  Sani- 
tary!— Yes.  I can  say  that  we  are  aware  it  would 
make  us  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  because  we 
have  gone  over  it,  as  a matter  of  fact. 

60.  And  then  you  would  have  the  full  control  over 
the  sewerage,  <5cc.,  and  then  the  different  outsiders 
would  have  no  objection  to  pay! — Just  so. 

61. -  Have  you  considered  this  matter  in  view  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  of  last  session  1 — 

I should  say  that  I do  not  know  whether  I clearly 
understood  your  question  when  I said  that  the  out- 
siders would  have  ho  objection  to  pay  on  foot  of  our 
being  made  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  because 
many  of  those  people  are  guardians  at  present,  and 
members  of  the  present  sanitary  authority,  and, 
of  qouyse,  that  would,  to  a great  extent,  operate  on 
their  minds  in  any  decision  they  might  come  to. 
Therefore,  I cannot  say  whether  they  would  object 
or  hot. 

62.  Have  you  considered  this — supposing  you  are 
madetheUrbanSanitaryAuthority,  and  that  the  district 
that  you  propose  to  bring  in,  by  the  boundaiy  you  are 
now  'Submitting;  is  brought  in,  that  the  parties  rated 
in  that  district  will  only  pay  rates  on  one-fourth  of 
their  valuation,  including  the  sanitary  rate !— I know 

^ 63.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  it  would  be  advantageous 
for  the  town,  even  in  that  view,  that  the  extension 
should  take  place!— Clearly ; but  subject  to  this,  that 
in  coming  to  that  conclusion  it  would  be  necessary  to 
consider  how  far  you  should  extend  the  improvements 
beyond  the  present  boundary. 


.Ir.  Thomas 
V,  Priestley. 
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64.  Kiat  would  be  a thing  that  you  would  have 
to  consider  yourselves.  It  may  be  that  there  would 
be  very  little  sanitary  work,  and  not  much  sewerage  or 
cleansing  work  to  be  done,  as  the  extension  would  chiefly 
bring  in  gentlemen’s  demesnes? — That  is  a matter  of 
law  that  I could  not  offer  an  opinion  on,  as  to  how  far 
we  would  be  bound  to  put  lamps  outside  the  present 
town.  It  is  a question  of  law  how  far  we  would  be 
bound  to  light  the  district. 

65.  Are  thex-e  not  gentlemen’s  i-esidences  within 
say  1 00  yards  of  this  boundary  you  propose,  that,  by 
extending  it  zigzag  a little,  would  be  taken  in,  who 
derive  as  much  advantage  from  the  town  as  those 
within  the  boundary  you  propose,  and  would  it  not  be 
advisable  to  include  their  places  within  the  boundary  ? 

I think  the  disadvantage  that  would  arise  from 
going  out  of  the  way  to  take  them  in  would  more  than 
counterbalance  any  advantage  that  would  arise  by 
taking  such  places  in. 

66.  Does  the  proposed  boundary  take  in  the  work- 
house  1 — Part  of  it.  It  runs  under  the  workhouse. 

67.  Does  it  take  in  part  of  the  ground  ? — It  just 
goes  underneath  it.  It  does  not  take  in  the  work- 
house. 

68.  Mr.  Cotton.— Does  it  not  take  in  the  work- 
house  or  any  part  of  the  ground  ? — It  goes  under  the 
angle  of  the  wall. 

69.  There  was  some  mistake  just  now  when  you 
answered  a question  and  was  under  the  impression  I 
spoke  of  plough  lands.  Have  you  considered  the 


question  of  extending  the  boundary  bv  tlm  . 
boundary  ? — That  is°a  matter  that  Mr  Lvm  ?*** 
a peat  deal  of  attention  to,  and,  Wortiif 
am  not  in  a posit.™  to  apeak  definitely  at 
conclusions  at  wind,  lie  arrived  about  it  C ' 
It  was  under  Lis  consideration  the  last  time  I -T* 
lnm  and  spoke  to  lum  on  the  subject  He  j ’ 
to  thmk.  that  some  advantage  would  be  derivSS 
following  certain  landmarks  that  practically  , 2 
coo.  witbm  the  circle,  but  that  tcelmleallj  , 
be  a little  departure  from  it,  either  inside  or  out  1 
It  would  be  of  any  assistance  to  you,  I would  » 
you  Ins  ideas  on  the  matter.  ’ 

70.  Mr.  Exham. — Could  yon  get  Mr.  Lyons  ., 

some  one,  to  give  us  a map,  shewing  the  exact  niekt 
boundary  ? — I can.  1 

71.  Yon  say  it  differs  a little  from  the  Parliana, 

tary  boundary  t_  Yes,  there  is  some  little  jiff 
but  I do  not  know  what  it  is.  1 

72.  As  far  as  this  map  before  us  goes  itistte 
same  1—  It  is  practically  the  same,  but  if  you  wish  to 
get  it  exactly  accurate  I can  have  it  so  prepared  f0r 

73.  On  a large  scale? — Yes. 

1 4.  And  also  the  townland  boundaries  which  Jlr 
Lyons  proposes  ? — Yes  ; a map  showing  Mr.  Lyon’s 
proposition,  by  townland  boundaries ; one  shown®  tin- 
parliamentary  boundary,  and  one  showm^Hm 
municipal  boundary. 


Mr.  Edward 
Nagle. 


Mr.  Edward 

75.  Mr.  Exham. — You  are  acting  for  the  Town 
Clerk  here  ? — I am. 

76.  What  is  the  present  valuation  of  the  town  ? 

The  last  new  valuation  that  I got  from  the  Town 
Clerk  s office  books  was  dated  the  2nd  of  December, 
1874.  At  that  date  the  valuation  was  £6,384  5s. 
but  it  has  been  considerably  increased  since  on  account 
of  new  buildings.  The  Clerk  of  the  Union  will  tell 
you  what  the  present  valuation  is. 

77.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town  ? — 368a.  Or.  3p. 

*10W  larSe  is  the  parliamentary  area? 

That  is  the  parliamentary  area. 

79.  Well,  then,  what  is  the  municipal  area  ? — The 
parliamentary  and  municipal  areas  to  my  mind  are  the 
very  same.  Everything  within  the  parliamentary  and 
borough  boundary  was  assessed  with  a borough  rate. 

have  heard  of  this  proposed  extension  of  a 
mile  round  ? — I have. 

81.  What  would  be  the  area  brought  in  by  that 
proposed  extension  ? — I have  never  considered  that. 

™ . No1r,t^e  val Ration? — Nor  the  valuation  either. 
That  would  be  a most  difficult  matter  to  ascertain. 

oo.  .but  m some  way  we  will  have  to  ascertain  it  ?— 
l know  you  will. 

m,ust  get  it  as  nearly  as  we  can  ? — When 
for  you°ei'S)  tlle  ToWn  Clerk> comes  back  we  can  get  it 


Nagle  examined. 

85.  Do  you  know  Mallow  since  the  first  public 
meeting  was  held  about  the  boundaries  in  1854  ?— Yes. 
I do. 

86.  Do  you  recollect  when  the  boundaries  were 
adopted  by  the  people  here?— The  Town  Commis- 
sioners  adopted  that  boundary  in  1854. 

. 87-  And  there  was  a meeting  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners? Yes,  and  there  was  a meeting  of  the  towns- 
people, but  it  was  defeated  on  account  of  some  in- 
formality. 

88.  Is  it  the  feeling  of  the  town  that  that  should  be 
carried  out  still  ? — Yes,  it  is. 

89.  Or  a mile  radius,  which  is  something  analogous 
to  it? — Either  would  be  acceptable,  because  either 
would  be  considered  fair. 

90.  Can  you  state  whether  or  not  it  would  be  gene- 
rally acceptable  to  those  who  would  be  brought  in  by 
it? — I cannot  say. 

+i  ?llt*  *'rom  y°ur  knowledge  of  this  place,  do  you 
thmk  that  the  people  within  that  area  will  derive 
substantial  benefit  from  tlieir  proximity  to  the  town, 
and  so  on  ? — Certainly. 

92.  Then  we  have  it  that  that  line — in  fact,  either  of 
those  boundaries,  if  adopted— would  make  this  place  ail 
Urban  Sanitary  Authority  ?— Yes ; either  would  make 
this  town  an  Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 


Mr.  Priestley. 


Mr.  Priestley 


9 3.  Mr  Exham.— Does  Sir  Denham  Norreys  approve 
of  the  mile  boundary?— Yes;  he  told  me  he  would 


re-examined. 

like  very  much  to  have  it 
opposition  whatever  to  it. 


adopted,  and  offered  uo 


Colonel  John 
Williamson. 


Colonel  J ohn  Williamson  examined. 


94.  Mr.  Exham. — ColonelWilliamson,  Mr  Priestlev 
has  informed  us  that  the  Town  Commissioners  here 
propose  a line  of  a mile  radius  from  the  barracks— a 
particular  portion  of  the  barracks.  Twenty -three 
years  ago  there  was  a zigzag  line  adopted,  I believe  ? 
— Yes. 

95.  That  was  never  carried  out  ? — Never. 

96.  I believe  you  would  be  brought  within  either 


^ae  • there  would  be  some  additional  150  acres 

or  so  of  mine  brought  in. 

97.  Do  you  approve  of  that  line,  as  an  outsider,  if 
there  is  to  be  any  extension  ?-Most  unquestionably  I 
o.  l improve  of  an  arbitrary  line,  drawn  by  a com- 
pass, and  prefer  it  to  any  zigzag  line,  to  suit  the  con- 
venience of  anyone.  Whatever  the  compass  includes, 
let  them  pay  that  are  inside  the  circle. 
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98.  There  is  a great  deal' of  difficulty  in  that,  lie- 
cause  in  some  places  we  have  been  shown  tlmt  if  you 
take  a line  you  would  be  within  fifty  yards  of  a 
gentleman's  house,  who  derives  as  much  benefit  from 
die  town  as  those  living  in  it? — Well,  I would  go 
round  it.  But  that  is  the  very  danger  of  breaking 
the  line. 

99.  I do  not  suppose  that  the  areas  to  be  taken  in 
would  he  a bit  greater  by  Map  A than  by  Map  B ? — 
I would  not  object  to  a boundary  like  that. 

100.  Would  you  yourself,  for  one,  and  the  others 
living  within  an  area  of  about  a mile,  object  to  be 
brought  within  the  town  ? — I can  only  answer  for 
mvself.  I have  not  talked  the  matter  over  with  any- 
one. 

101.  Would  you  yourself  object? — Not,  if  I am 
convinced  that  it’s  for  the  good  of  the  town  and  the 
public  at  large. 

102.  Bo  not  the  people  whose  residences  are  out- 
side the  town  come  into  the  town  to  church,  mass, 
club,  and  so  on  ? — They  do.  I quite  agree  with  the 
evidence  of  the  person  who  deposed  to  that.  I think 
a man  ought  to  pay  for  what  he  gets,  whoever  he  is. 


103.  Practically,  if  that  circle  which  Mr.  Priestley 
has  suggested,  and  of  which  you  expressed  your  ap- 
proval to  him,  and,  as  it  has  been  explained  to  you, 
were  adopted,  would  you  have  any  objection,  or  have 
you  since  changed  the  opinion  you  expressed  to  Mr. 
Priestley? — No,  I have  not  changed  ray  opinion, 
though  it  takes  in  my  house.  Either  line  will  take 
in  my  house. 

104.  It  must  bring  in  a large  additional  taxation, 
for  it  will  take  in  three  miles  of  railway,  and  that 
has  generally  a very  high  valuation  ?— Yes. 

105.  The  zigzag  line  excludes  the  upper  mill,  but 
Mr.  Priestley’s  circle  embraces  the  upper  mill  ? — Yes. 

106.  There  is  one  thing  we  must  see  to — how  it 
will  affect  the  electoral  division  ? — I think  the  munici- 
pal boundary  ought  to  be  made  a hard  and  dry  line, 
if  possible,  and  not  favour  anyone. 

107.  The  English  mile  circle  would  be  all  within 
one  parish — that  is  the  one  that  strikes  your  back 
entrance  pier,  Colonel  Williamson — an  English  mile 
from  the  south-west  angle  of  the  barrack  square? — Yes. 


Mr.  Nagle  re-examined. 


108.  Mr.  Exham. — How  much  is  the.  contribution 
from  the  town  to  the  county  ? — About  £530  for  the 
two  assessments.  It  averages  9 <2.  in  the  pound,  and 
we  do  not  get  £170. 

109.  Bo  you  mean  to  say  that  there  is  not  more 
than  £170  expended  on  the  town,  on  the  roads, 
scavenging,  ifcc.  ? — Yes.  There  is  but  one  road  con- 
tractor through  the  town — for  the  road  through  the 
town  exclusively  and  that  taken  at  3s.  11  d.  a perch 
would  amount  to  only  £66  a year  for  330  perches 


through  the  main  street  of  the  town.  Then  there  is 
another  mile  of  roads  approaching  the  town- — that  is 
660  perches,  at  2s.  a perch — that  would  be  about  £75 
or  £80  a year.  Those  are  the  facts. 

110.  Do  you  say  that  all  that  is  expended  on  the 
roads  of  the  town  is  under  £80 1 — It  is  not  so  much 
at  all.  We  have  not  got  flagging  for  years,  because 
at  the  Presentment  Sessions  every  exertion  has  been 
made  to  throw  out  our  application. 


Mr.  John  A.  Newman  examined. 


111.  Mr.  Exham. — I believe  you  have  some  interest 
in  this  matter,  as  a Grand  Juror? — Yes,  I have  a 
small  property  in  the  town ; and  I have  been  on  the 
Grand  Jury  very  often ; and  I have  always  found  it 
to  be  the  feeling  of  the  Grand  Jury  that  if  Mallow 
was  put  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  that  they 
would  he  glad  to  get  rid  of  it. 

112.  But  if  you  put  the  town  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act  you  would  not  get  rid  of  it? — 
Well,  we  would  be  very  glad  to  get  rid  of  it.  There 
is  a very  extensive  amount  of  paving  done,  and  there 
are  constantly  occurring  works  which  the  Grand  Jury 
have  to  carry  out — such,  for  instance,  as  making  roads 
along  walls.  We  would  be  very  glad  to  get  rid  of 
Mallow.  I do  not  think  the  Grand  Jury  would  veto 


any  attempt  made  to  transfer  their  powers  to  the 
Municipal  Body. 

113.  What  is  your  opinion  about  the  proposed 
mile  boundary  from  the  barrack  square  ? You  have 
property  in  the  town.  Have  you  considered  the  ques- 
tion of  the  extension  of  the  boundary  ? — Beally,  my 
property  in  the  town  is  so  small  that  I would  hardly 
like  to  express  an  opinion ; but  I may  say  that  I 
think  it  is  a very  fair  suggestion. 

114.  To  take  a mile  all  round? — Yes.  Still  it 

would  only  affect  me  slightly  in  connexion  with  seme 
property  out  of  which  I derive  a head  rent.  It  won  Id 
affect  me  slightly  in  regard  to  property  outside  the 
town  that  would  be  taken  in ; but,  at  the  same  time, 
I think  it  would  be  only  fail-  to  adopt  the  boundary 
suggested  by  Mr.  Priestley. 


Mr.  Joseph  Harold  examined. 


1 15.  Mr.  Exham. — You  are  one  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners of  Mallow  ? — I am. 

116.  And  have  taken  a very  active  interest  in  the 
municipal  affairs  of  the  town  and  its  management  ? — 
Yes,  as  far  as  in  my  power. 

117.  Do  you  approve  of  the  extension  of  the 
boundary,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Priestley,  to  one  mile 
radius  ? — I do 

118.  Do  you,  however,  think  it  would  be  very 
questionable  how  far  it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of 


either  party,  particularly  of  the  town,  if  they  were 
obliged  to  extend  all  the  advantages  of  lighting  and 
water,  when  got,  and  cleansing,  to  the  entire  proposed 
municipal  boundary,  inasmuch  as  the  rates  payable 
out  of  the  new  district,  consisting  of  townparks  and 
arable  lands,  and  such  like,  being  liable  to  only  one- 
fourth  of  the  valuation— -would  not  be  adequate  to 
provide  for  those  expenses?— Yes  3 that  is  my  opinion. 

The  inquiry  then  tenninated. 


M U.LOW. 
ft  ’-.  27,  mg; 

C’-Vmol  John 
Williamson. 


Mr.  Nagle. 


Mr.  John  A. 
Newman. 


Mr.  Joseph 
Harold. 
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MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


TRALEE.— MONDAY,  DECEMBER  30th,  1878. 
(Before  Mr.  W.  A Exham,  q.c.,  Chairman.) 


■ Mr.  James  Coffey  examined. 

1.  You  are  the  Clerk  to  the  Town  Commissioners  16.  Under 

of  Tralee  ? — I am.  town  been  in< 

2.  Axe  the  municipal  and  the  Parliamentary  bound-  waterworks  ? — 

aries  the  same  here  ? — They  are.  17.  What  it 

3 There  are  no  wards  in  the  municipal  district  of  }«'  S' 

Tralee  1 — No,  sir.  19.  And  th 

4.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  town  included?— 

In  the  electoral  division  of  Tralee.  , 7° 

kao  . . , , , under  the  Wa 

o.  Are  the  municipal  and  the  poor  law  boundaries  was  £453. 
as  at  present  arranged  conterminous? — No;  the  elec-  21  And  tin 

*°"1  i™1™  is  veTy  m“d‘  fcger.  and  tie  annua 

6.  . What  have  been  the  poundage  rates  made  for  15 s.  is  it  not  ?- 

municipal,  poor  law  and  county  purposes  respectively,  22.  And  the 
during  each  of  the  last  five  years?— They  have  been  £391  15s.  and 
as  follows  : — , 


Municipal. 

Poor  Law. 

County. 

s.  d. 

«.  d. 

S.  d. 

1878, 

1877, 

1 9 
1 9 

2 6 
2 0 

2 10} 
3 2 

1876, 

1 9 

2 10 

3 2} 
3 0} 
2 10} 

1875, 

1874, 

1 9 

. . 1 9 

3 4 
2 10 

7.  How  is  the  municipal  rate  made  up— is  it  so 
much  for  each  thing— or  do  you  strike  only  one  rate  ?— 
We  strike  but  one  rate.  The  sanitary  rate  is  a Uni- 
form rate  but  the  borough  rate  varies  according  to 
the  valuation. 

Tl±C“  rVS.  yTr‘eIf  from  koowledge  as 
Town  Clerk  whether  the  present  boundaries  are  looked 
upon  with  satisfaction  or  otherwise  by  tho  ratepayers 
SSSS?.  °f  *»  oonsidered^too 

9.  And  can  you  say  whether  or  not  the  Town  Com- 
missioners agree  m that  opinion  ?— They  do 

10.  Unanimously? — Yes.  J 

.,31'  The^?  1 belieye  waterworks  being  got  for 
the  town  of  Tralee  at  present  ? — Yes.  ° 

12.  And  a provisional  order  was  made  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  witlrespeot  to  these  watiworksll! 

Act3„f'SiSSi!5e,0r,ier  bM”  C“na™ed  ky  ® 

Feb™  Jy"l  S7S-LTet' thtt  sILSj  °“  2701  °f 


! 16.  Under  that  Act  have  the  boundaries  of  ,t 

wa^rwSL”  f°r  ‘he  P"'P0Sea  °f  ““  ^ 

. ii: 

iJ.Ltw  ^ according  „ 

2°.  Can  yon  tell  me  what  w.e  the  acreage  aide! 

21  And  the  area  is  forty  acres  and  thirty  perelw 
of  tWforty 

iw'du<It5e,  W”*7  lia?e  *°  Ms™«»twim« 
»t  a^to^Cr°“lr“te£6 

23.  Are  you  able  to  state  what  extension  of  bound 
ary  the  Commissioners  as  a body  propose  ?— I am-,. 
two  mile  radius  from  the  centre  of  the  town— that  i, 
from  the  comer  of  Denny-street. 

24.  Can  you  give  me  any  idea  of  how  many  horn 
—1  mean  such  as  gentlemen's  residences— that  woald 
embrace  1— I should  say  about  twelve  gentlemen’s  resi- 
dences besides  the  town  of  Biennorville  in  which  some 
gentlemen  also  reside.  The  workhouse  would  also  be 
taken  in. 

25.  Can  you  tell  me  how  many  small  farms  would 

be  taken  m by  the  increased  boundary?— I should sav 
about  one  hundred.  ■ • 

26.  Of  your  own  knowledge  as  Town  Clerk  here 
and  in  your  opinion  do  the  persons  residing  in  that 
district— the  district  embraced  by  the  two  mile  radius 
—derive^  considerable  benefit  from  the  use  of  the 
town  ? — Most  certainly  they  do. 

27.  Do  those  small  farmers  bring  their  produce 
and  dispose  of  it  in  the  town,  do  they  sell  their 
milk  butter,  eggs,  and  so  forth  in  the  town?— Yes 
they  do ; but  those  gentlemen  residing  in  the  villas 
derive  more  benefit  from  their  proximity  to  the  town 
than  the  small  farmers. 

i yUt  do,n°t  tlie  smad  farmers  derive  considerable 
benefit  from  their  contiguity  to  the  town  also?— To  be 
sure  they  do. 

29.  And  I suppose  the  value  of  their  land  is  greater 
because  of  its  proximity  to  the  town?— Yes. 

30.  More  especially  is  that  the  case  because  of 

rraiee  being  an  assize  town  with  all  its  attendant 
ad  Vflllf.ftfrmo  1 Voo 


Mr.  Robert  Mr.  Robert  M' 

doLIll  ^ 1 b"iC™'  °ne  °f  th8  T°”»  Commie 

Reven  ytl  ^ 7°”  ‘k8  <«* “ » 

In  the  LSrir  “ ” °f  th8 

34  C»n  you  ray  whether  tl.ere  is  a 

part  of  tho  ratepayers  within  th,  present  boro'.igh  t£ 
the  area  should  be  increased  ?— There  is  a TOn'.  f , 

desire  that  it  should  be  increased.  ^goceral 

35  To  what  extent  to  your  own  knowledge  do  tbP 
people  of  the  town— those  generally  interred— th! 

^ WeUerS_l  th|  ^ tHe  boundarioao"ght  to  be  extended  ? 
—Well  we  had  the  matter  under  discussion  T 

Tfh  COnsidered  question  as  to  the  desk! 

abdity  of  three  separate  boundaries-a  one  mile  aSo 
mile,  and  a three  mile  radius-and  it  append  to^e 
the  geDeral  opinion  that  the  medium  one  of  the  three 
would  be  the  roost  desirable,  and  that  two  miles  wodd 
be  a very  suitable  radius  as  it  would  bring  in  the  S- 


'Cowen  examined. 

portant  buildings  of  the  district— starting  from  the 
•eorner  of  Denny-street  as  the  centre  of  the  town. 

. Can  you  say  from  your  knowledge,  whether  the 
peop  e who  live  within  that  proposedradius — the  gentry 
and  poor  people  derive  a substantial  benefit  from  their 
proximity  to  and  their  use  of  the  town  ? — I think  they 
do;  they  derive  a very  great  advantage  in  summer, 
so  in  frosty  weather,  in  being  able  to  get  water, 
s°me  instances,  the  people  come  in  a mile  and  a 
half  to  get  water. 

. . 37.  Are  those  the  poorer  classes  V— The  farmers  send 
m wate_1'~car ts  for  the  purpose. 

^at,3S. ^roin  *ke  small  farmers  using  it,  and 
sereiugiu  there  produce,  and  so  on  I— Yes,  certainly. 
, . tiie  land  attached  to  the  gentlemen’s  resi- 

fcZTSet  “ ™tae  “',80'  *“ ite  *" 

40.  And  also  from  the  facilities  afforded  of  getting 
and„ad  tllat  sort  °f  thing ?— Yes,  they  all  avail 
ves  of  the  town  for  those  purposes.  It  would 
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be  of  advantage  to  .the  town  if  the  boundary  was  in- 
creased, in  a sanitary  point  of  view  also,  I believe. 

41.  Have  you  considered  at  all  this  aspect  of  the 
question  : that  at  present  the  people  outside  the  muni- 
cipal boundary  and  within  the  area  you  propose  to 
embrace,  are  attached  to  the  rural  sanitary  district, 
and  as  such  whether  your  bringing  them  in,  and  their 
only  paying  one-fourth  of  the  taxation  under  the  Act 
of  Parliament,  would  make  any  difference  in  your 
opinion  to  the  townspeople  in  reference  to  an  extension 
of  the  boundary.  Under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act, 
if  they  are  brought  in,  ax-able  lands  only  pay  one-fourth 
of  the  taxation.  Have  you  considered  that  you  might 
have  to  execute,  any  sanitary  works  for  them,  which 
would  saddle  the  town  with  an  outlay,  and  for  which 
they  would  not  pay  in  a corresponding  propox-tion, 
because  they  would  only  pay  one-foux-th  ? — I don’t  think 
that  would  make  much  difference.  Very  probably  we 
would  have  to  supply  them  with  water  in  some  places 
which  would  be  an  advantage  to  them.  I suppose 
when  we  get  the  water-works  in,  we  can  accommodate 
them  better. 

42.  As  far  as  you  know,  amongst  the  outsiders  that 
would  be  taken  in,  in  tire  proposed  area,  is  there  a 
feeling  on  their  part  against  being  taken  in  1 — I never- 
heard  a word  expressed  against  it.  I think  it  would 
be  an  advantage  to  them  and  an  advantage  to  the  town 
to  have  all  tinder  the  same  sanitary  authority.  There 
are  a great  many  complaints  of  neglect  in  the  sanitary 
arrangements  outside  the  town,  and  while  the  neigh- 
bourhood would  be  opened  by  the  plan  which  we  pro- 
pose to  them,  and  which  would  he  of  immense  benefit, 
the  sanitary  arrangements  are  unsatisfactory,  and  the 
town  is  injured  by  the  want  of  sanitary  arrangements 
outside  the  town,  and  there  are  a great  many  com- 
plaints. 


43.  You  think  that  having  all  under  one  sanitary 
authority,  and  that  sanitary  authority  of  course  the 
governing  body  of  the  town,  would  be  an  advantage 
tor  both  parties  1— It  would  undoubtedly  in  a sanitaTy 
point  of  view.  There  are  constant  complaints  of  the 
want  of  sanitary  arrangements,  especially  between 
here  and  Blennerville,  where  dead  horses  have  been 
flayed  and  left  exposed,  and  thus  created  a consider- 
able public  nuisance.  The  two  sanitary  authorities 
appear  to  clash  there.  It  is  so  near  the  town  that  the 
guardians  will  not  interfere,  and  often  a horse  is  left 
for  days  unburied,  whereas  if  the  place  was  all  under 
one  sanitary  authority  we  would  have  all  these  matters 
attended  to  and  the  nuisances  removed.  At  present 
it  is  outside  the  borough  and  our  sanitary  officer  won’t 
attend  to  it. 


Tralei. 

l>ec.  30, 1878. 

Mr.  Iiobert 
M'Cowen. 


44.  Will  not  the  place  you  speak  of  he  brought  in 
under  the  Waterworks  Act,  even  if  the  boundary  was 
not  extended  under  the  present  Commission?— It  would 
not. 


45.  You  know  what  the  rates  have  been  for  the 
last  five  years  in  the  town.  In  your  opinion  would 
the  rates  be  increased  or  be  likely  to  be  lessened  by 
the  addition  to  the  municipal  boundary  that  you  pro- 
pose?— Well,  I would  expect  them  to  be  lightened. 

It  is  for  that  purpose  we  wish  to  get  the  district,  I have 
been  speaking  of  in.  That  would  be  one  of  the 
reasons  in  our  opinion  in  favour  of  extending  the 
boundary. 

46.  You  yourself  are  of  opinion  that  the  two  mile 
radius  will  afford  a satisfactory  boundary? — Yes;  I 
think  the  two  mile  radius  will  bring  in  everything — 
will  bring  in  all  the  important  places,  and  it  is  near 
enough  to  the  town. 


Mr.  John  Ldmsden  examined. 


47.  You  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Tralee?— Yes. 

48.  And  I believe  you  have  been  a Commissioner 
for  a great  many  years  ? — Yes,  for  forty  years. 

49.  Yon  are  I believe  a large  ratepayer  in  the 
town? — Yes,  pretty  large. 

50.  May  I ask  you  is  it  your  opinion  that  there 
should  be  an  extension  of  the  boundary  of  the  muni- 
cipal district? — It  is  my  opinion  that  there  should  he 
an  extension  of  the  municipal  boundary. 

■ 51.  And  do  you  agree  that  it  should  be  to  the  extent 
cif  two  miles?— I think  up  to  two  miles  would  be  a 
desirable  extension,  just  as  you  have  heeu  already  told. 

52.  Of  .course  we  cannot  have  a hard-and-fast  line 
-r-a  circle  ? — No. 

53.  Is  it  your  opinion  from  your  knowledge  of  the 
town  that  the  persons  who  live  within  that  extended 
locality  derive  substantial  benefit  from  the  town? — 
There  is  no  question  of  it.  It  is  a reciprocal  advantage ; 
we  derive  advantages ; so  do  they. 

54.  And  I suppose  the  letting  value  of  the  land  is 
increased  from  its  proximity  to  the  town? — Yes. 
decidedly  increased. 

55.  As  far  as  you  have  heard  and  from  your  expe- 


rience of  this  place  is  there  any  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the 
people  outside  not  to  be  brought  in  ? — I don’t  think 
there  is,  nor  indeed  can  I say  there  is  not.  I think 
they  are  apathetic  about  it.  I need  not  say  that  when 
there  is  anything  in  the  shape  of  additional  taxation 
proposed  the  people  always  stand  back,  but  there  can 
be  no  question  about  it,  that  it  would  be  of  advantage, 
and  of  advantage  to  them  too,  because  we  would  have  a 
larger  governing  body.  We  would  have  a larger  board 
to  conduct  the  public  affairs  of  the  municipality  and 
the  public  health  would  be  better  looked  after ; for  in 
the  town  we  have  been  kept  back  from  carrying  out 
works  that  we  consider  are  desirable.  We  have  a 
resolution  in  our  books  in  favour  of  making  public 
urinals  in  the  town  and  we  have  been  kept  back  for 
the  want  of  water.  There  was  no  use  in  putting  them 
up  until  we  had  the  power  of  flushing  them  with 
water. 

56.  What  you  say  then  as  far  as  I understand  you, 
is  that  at  present  on  account  of  the  limited  extent  of 
the  municipal  area,  yon  cannot  in  fact  satisfactorily 
carry  out  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  town? — 
Not  so  satisfactorily  ; certainly  not. 


Mr.  Robert  Denny  examined. 


Mr.  R.  Denn 


• 57.  You  are  a civil  engineer? — Yes. 

58.  And  I believe  Mr.  Denny  you  are  the  engineer 
for.  the  waterworks  that  are  being  constructed  for 
this  town?— I am. 

59.  And  as  such  it  was  you  who  prepared  the  plan, 
Waging  in  Blennerville  and  the  other  places  under  the 
Waterworks  Act  ?— Yes,  sir.; 

60. 1 believe  you  are  resident  in  Tralee  ? — Yes. 

61.  And  you  know  the  district  around  well  in  con- 
sequence of  the  position  you  hold  os  an  engineer  ? — Yes. 

62.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  there  should  be  an  in- 


crease of  the  boundaries  beyond  what  was  done  under 
the  Waterworks  Act  ? — I think  so;  and  the  people  for 
two  miles  around  derive  a great  deal  of  benefit  from 
the  town. 

63.  That  is,  not  only  the  gentry,  but  the  farmers 
and  poor  people? — Everyone  who  lives  within  two 
miles  of  the  town  derives  a great  deal  of  benefit  from 
the  proximity  of  the  town . 

64.  You  have  marked  out  on  map  “A”  in  a blue  line 
the  boundary  you  would  propose?— Yes. 

65.  That  is  following  as  nearly  as  possible  townland 
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boundaries  and  roads  as  distinct  marks  ? — Yes  ; equal- 
izing tlie  two  mile  circuit  as  nearly  as  possible  by  roads 
and  townland  boundaries. 

66.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  locality  can  you 
say  whether  or  not  first  of  all  the  gentry  that  are  within 
the  two  mile  radius  object  to  the  proposed  enlargement  ? 
— I did  not  hear  any  objections. 

67.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  as  far  as  you  know 
would  object  to  any  increase  of  the  area  as  far  as  they 
are  concerned? — Well,  I cannot  say;  T have  not  consul- 
ted with  any  of  them,  but  if  you  ask  me  for  my  opinion 
I am  bound  to  say  that  I do  not  think  they  would 
object. 

68.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  sanitary  arrangements 
of  the  town  would  be  benefited  by  such  a change  as 
that  proposed? — Of  course  they  would;  they  would  be 
considerably  benefited. 

69.  Now  I want  to  know  this ; would  you  be  able, 
when  the  water  supply  is  got  into  the  tow,  and  sup- 
posing the  extension  of  the  boundary  took  place  as  pro- 
posed.— would  you  be  able  to  supply  the  places  taken 
in  with  water? — Supposing  the  boundary  is  extended 
to  two  miles? 

70.  Yes  ? — I could  not  say ; our  scheme  is  not  cal- 
culated for  that.  It  would  be  tremendously  expensive. 
\V  hen  these  people  are  only  taxed  one-fourth,  they  are 
taxed  only  for  the  benefit  they  derive  from  the  town. 
They  cannot  expect  when  they  pay  only  one-fourth 
of  the  taxation  to  get  water.  They  could  not  expect 
chat. 

71.  There  is  a difference  between  this  town  and 
others,  because  you  are  not  under  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act.  You  are  under  the  9th  of  George  IF.,  and 
t.ien  there  may  be  a question  what  the  rate  on  them 
would  be.  But  what  you  say  is  that,  according  to  your 
present  scheme,  the  waterworks  would  not  be  able  to 
supply  the  whole  district?— I would  not  undertake  it 
at  all  We  would  have,  even  if  our  main  was  large 
enough,  to  expend  considerably  more  money. 


the  lighting  of  that  district?— I would  give  J!  • 
the  same  answer  as  I have  given  with  regard  to  if 
water.  I do  not  think  they  should  expect  to  hav«  ti 
district  lit  either.  I do  not  think  that  any  one  of  ft 
wo«Id  cere  to  pay  lev  gas  when  they  have  tle 
ot  pararnne,  which  is  so  cheap  now. 

73.  You  are  speaking  of  lighting  need  fi,  tt* 
houses,  but  I was  referring  to  the  fighting  of  the  road* 
Have  you  considered  that  at  all— or,  if  you  ^ 
those  people  in,  and  they  are  made  to  pay  towards  ft? 
taxation,  have  you  considered  whether  or  not  they  will 
derive  any  advantages,  whether  they  will  for  instance 
have  the  benefit  of  the  gas  mains  along  the  roads  l- 


I think  the  answer  I gave  about  the  water 


supply 


applies  with  equal  force  to  the  gas.  They  cannot 
expect  to  derive  any  benefit  from  the  gas  when  they 
are  only  paying  one  fourth  of  the  taxation.  S 

7 4.  Well  supposing  they  were  to  pay  the  full  amount 
of  the  taxation? — That  is  quite  another  question. 

75.  Would  you  think  that  the  town  would  have  to 
pay  very  largely  then? — It  would  be  very  expensive 
laying  gas  pipes  for  that  distance. 

7 6.  Do  you  think  the  townspeople  would  be  satis- 
fied to  pay  for  them  ? — I don’t  think  they  would. 

77.  As  far  as  you  know,  do  the  Town  Commissioners 
propose  to  give  the  included  districts — to  give  the 
people  who  would  he  brought  within  that  extended 
area  any  advantages  beyond  what  they  now  have?— 
I don’t  know  what  other  advantage  they  would  get  by 
it.  I think  they  have  been  gaining  advantages  for 
years  past  and  that  they  are  enjoying  them  now.  We 
have  got  markets  in  the  town,  here  close  by,  for  butter, 
eggs,  and  everything  of  that  sort  and  they  avail  them- 
selves of  the  advantages  of  those  places. 

78.  And  that  you  think  is  as  great  an  advantage  to 
them  in  proportion,  as  it  is  to  the  ratepayers  of  the 
town  who  have  their  houses  abutting  on  the  streets?— 
Of  course  it  is. 


Mr.  Samuel 
M.  Hussey. 


Mr.  Samuel  Murray  Hussey  examined. 


79.  You  are  the  agent  for  the  Denny  family  here? 
— Yes. 

80.  I believe  a very  large  portion  of  the  Denny 

estate  would  be  taken  in  by  this  increased  boundary? 
— i es,  and  some  other  property  that  I am  agent  for 
also.  ^ 

81.  As  far  as  you  know  do  the  gentry  for  whom  you 
arc  agent  object  to  this  proposed  extension? — No  they 
think  it  fair  that  they  should  pay  the  same  taxes  as 
other  people,  or  their  fair  proportion  of  them,  for  the 
town  of  Tralee  from  which  they  reap  a good  deal  of 


82.  Do  yon  approve  of  the  proposed  boimdary  a 
marked  on  the  map  by  Mr.  Denny?— I think  that  i 
a tail-  extension.  The  taxation  of  the  town  of  Tralei 


at  present  is  frightfully  high,  and  the  people  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  town  of  Tralee  get  the  benefit 
of  that,  and  they  pay  nothing  for  it. 

83.  As  far  as  you  know  the  farmers  on  those  estates 
over  which  you  are  agent — would  they  object  to  this 
extension? — Very  likely.  I may  mention,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  taxation  of  the  occupier,  that  Sir 
Edward  Denny  is  one  of  the  largest  occupiers  at  present. 

84.  Even  if  you  extended  the  boiuiclary  to  a mile, 
are  those  living  between  the  one  mile  and  the  two  mile 
radius  deriving  as  much  benefit  from  the  town  as  those 
living  in  the  town  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  unfair 
to  cany  the  municipal  area  out  only  one  mile,  and  not 
two  miles.  I think  that  would  be  very  unfair. 


Mr.  Stephen 
Huggard. 


Mr.  Stephen  Huggard  examined. 


8o.  You  are  a solicitor  residing  in  the  town  of  Trah 
for  a great  many  years?-  Yes ; I was  a Town  Commi 
sioner  for  a long  time,  and  I am  now  the  Solicitor  1 
the  .town  Commissioners. 

« Shi1  fk  “ * resident  here,  is  it  your  opinio 
“7 .vT5?7  °t  a““  t0™  l'  increased  1- 

Wq  v’  t thmk  xt  0l'§3lt  to  be  increased. 

UnnI'-  n °?e;,wor1ds>  better  or  not  do  the  land 
jnng  mmeckately  close  to  the  to™  get  exception, 
saiue  from  then- contiginty  to  the  to™,  and  from  th 
facilities  which  the  owners  of  those  lands  haye  in  th 
town  for  the  disposal  of  their  produce,  and  so  onh- 
I think  they  do,  and  I have  known  occasions  whe: 
gentlemen  hove  been  very  anxious  to  make  out  tha 
their  lands  outside  the  borough  of  Tmlee  were  towr 
fields  and  townparks,  so  as  to  exempt  them  from  th 
operation  of  the  Land  Act. 


88.  Have  you  considered  the  extent  to  which  the  j 
adjoining  lands  derive  benefit  from  their  proximity  to  j 
the  town  ? — Yes,  I was  a party  to  the  laying  out  of  the 
boundary  as  indicated  on  map  “ A ”. 

89.  Do  you  agree  that  a boimdary  taken  in  this  j 
way  (showing  the  witness  map  “ A ”)  would  be  a fair 
one.  Do  you  think  that  boundary  would  be  a fair  one. 

In  some  places  it  would  be  a little  outside,  and  in  othere 
a little  inside  the  circle — if  the  blue  line  on  map  “A” 
is  followed? — I think  that  that  would  be  a very  fair  : 
boundary. 

90.  If  {here  is  any  alteration  of  the  boundary  at  all, 
you  could  not  have  a circle  because  it  would  split  little 
fields,  and  upset  the  valuation  altogether.  Youropinion 
is  that  if  there  is  any  alteration  at  all,  the  one  marked 
out  by  the  blue  line  on  the  map  I have  shown  you 
would  be  the  most  expedient  one  ? — I think  the  extent 
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indicated  on  the  map  you  refer  to  could  be  very  fairly 
token  into  the  borough  of  Tralee. 

01.  And  that  the  people  living  -within  that  in- 
creased area  fairly  ought  to  pay  something  towards  the 
taxation  of  the  town  ?— I think  they  ought  to  contri- 
bute to  the  taxation  of  the  town. 

92.  Do  you  think  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  the 
town  would  be  improved  at  all  by  talcing  this  district 
into  the  town,  and  having  all  as  one  urban  sanitary 
authority,  and  not  having  a x-ural  sanitary  authority 
out  here  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  well  to  have  a 


defined  area  surrounding  the  town  all  included  in  the 
one  district,  and 

93.  And  to  have  the  sanitary  authority  of  the  town 

the  sanitary  authority  of  the  whole  district? Yes  ; L 

think  it  would  be  well  to  have  that. 

94.  Do  you  think  that  the  parties  whom  it  is  pro- 
posed to  annex  would  be  quite  willing  to  be  annexed  ( 
— I don’t  think  they  would. 

95.  I suppose  noton  account  of  having  to  pay  some 
of  the  taxation? — Yes. 


TUA,.EE. 
tire.  SO.  1378. 

Mr.  Stefibeu 
Hugifarti. 


Mr.  S.  M.  Hussey  re-examined. 


96.  Can  you  tell  me  whether  the  proposed  extension 
would  make  the  municipal  district  all  in  one  electoral 
division? — It  would  not.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
have  any  substantial  increase  of  the  area  of  taxation 
of  the  town  at  px-esent  that  would  be  advantageous,  to 
be  confined  to  one  electoral  division,  with  any  regard 
to  the  question  of  equity. 


97.  How  many  electoral  divisions  would  this  pro- 
posed blue  line  bring  in  ? — Five ; portions  of  the  pro- 
posed boundary  would  be  in  five  electoral  divisions 
besides  Ti-alee  : — Ballyseedy,  Doon,  Clogherbryen, 
Armagh,  and  Rathass,  besides  Tralee.  The  present 
municipal  boundary  is  all  within  the  electoral  division. 


Mr.  S.  M. 


Major  William  Rowan,  j.p.,  examined. 


98.  I believe  you  are  Chair-man  of  the  Tralee  Board 
of  Guardians,  and  live  at  Belmont,  in  the  district  that 
is  proposed  to  be  annexed? — Yes. 

99.  You  are  living  at  present  within  about  300 
yards  of  the  present  boundary  ? — Yes ; I am  very  close 
to  the  present  boundary,  about  300  yards  outside  of  it. 
I object  to  being  included  in  the  municipal  area,  and 
bein'’’,  as  a natural  consequence,  subjected  to  increased 
taxation,  for  which  I think  we  will  get  no  return  what- 
ever. It  has  been  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Denny  that 
we  cannot  be  lighted  or  cleansed,  and  the  waterworks 
can  afford  no  benefit  to  us  because  the  water  cannot 
be  brought  to  us.  The  only  advantage  that  appears 
to  me  to  be  offered  to  us  is  that  we  shall  have  an  urban 
sanitary  authority  instead  of  a rural  sanitary  author- 
ity. 

100.  Don’t  you  think  all  the  houses  embraced  in 
the  district  proposed  to  be  annexed  derive  exceptional 
advantages  from  their  proximity  to  the  town  ? — I think 
they  derive  some  advantage,  certainly.  I must  say 
that. 

101.  They  use  the  roads  of  the  town  for  all  pur- 
poses ? — They  do. 

102.  As  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  is  it 
your  opinion  that  the  sanitary  work  would  be  better- 
done  if  the  powers  were  transferred  to  the  governing 
body  of  the  town? — I don’t  think  it  would,  because  I 
do  not  think  the  urban  sanitary  authority  would  have 
time  to  extend  its  labours  to  the  large  district  now 
proposed  to  be  included. 

103.  There  is  a very  large  number  of  small  farmers, 
of  course,  within  this  proposed  district.  Do  you  think 
the  value  of  the  land  is,  and  the  value  of  the  holdings 
are  increased  by  their  proximity  to  the  town,  and 
their  consequent  advantages  in  the  tenants  being  able 
to  sell  their  milk,  butter  vegetables,  and  all  those 
things  ? — To  some  extent  it  is. 

104.  Even  on  a differential  rate,  is  it  your ’opinion 
that  any  portion  of  this  outlying  district  should  be 
taken  in ; supposing  it  was  taken  in  on  a lower  rate — 
if  you  cannot  get  water  and  gas,  then  of  course  you 
say,  “when  we  cannot  get  these  things,  we  should  not 
be  taxed  the  same  as  the  people  in  the  town.”  Is  it 
your  opinion  that  there  should  be  a differential  tax  on 
the  county  as  compared  with  the  town? — Well,  in  my 
opinion,  that  should  be  very  small.  I do  not  think 
that  a man  living  two  miles  from  the  town  has  at  all 
the  advantage  that  would  be  supposed  from  his  proxi- 
mity to  the  market.  A man  living  within  one  mile 
would  have,  to  a certain  extent,  a market  garden,  but 
the  other  would  not. 

105.  Have  you  any  idea  where,  for  instance,  the 
persons  live  who  supply  the  workhouse,  the  gaol — and 
there  are,  I suppose,  some  other  public  institutions 
—with  milk,  and  those  sort  of  things  ? — I think  for 
this  present  yoav  they  are  both  in  and  out  side  the 
boundary. 


106.  In  one  of  the  towns  in  which  we  sat  all  the  1 
great  contractors  to  the  public  institutions  lived  close 
to  the  town,  and  had  all  the  benefit  of  the  town,  and 
derived  great  benefits  from  their  contracts,  without 
contributing  to  the  taxation  of  the  town  ? — Yes ; very- 
likely.  I do  not  think  two  or  three  miles  distance  is 
any  bar  to  their  supplying  those  institutions. 

107.  From  the  situation  of  some  of  the  houses  in 
the  district  proposed  to  be  embraced  I should  fancy  that 
they  would  be  able  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  water- 
supply  ? — Yes,  for  my  own  house,  and  perhaps  two  or 
three  more  ; but  as  to  the  public  in  those  two  or  thr  ee 
townlands  benefiting  by  the  water  supply,  that  is 
quite  out  of  the  question.  The  people  in  this  town 
have  to  send  to  a distance  outside  the  town  for  the 
water  at  present,  for  certain  purposes. 

108.  But  I suppose  that  will  be  remedied  when  you 
get  your  water  supply  for  the  town  ? — Yes ; I suppose 
so.  , 

109.  You  heard  it  said  to-day,  I suppose,  that  even 
before  the  appointment  of  this  Municipal  Boundaries 
Coiiimission  was  thought  of  at  all,  it  had  been 
mooted  in  the  town  by  the  Town  Commissioners  that 
there  ought  to  be  an  extension  of  the  boundary?— I 
haVe  heard  it,  in  a general  way,  but  not  with  a view 
to  this  immediate  inquiry. 

110.  Can  you  say  whether  there  has  been  any 
objection  raised  to  such  a proposal? — I thiuk  there  is 
a decided  objection  to  it  on  the  part  of  outsiders,  and 
at  the  time  of  the  waterworks  extension  of  the  boundary, 
even  to  the  extent  of  the  increase  then  sought,  there 
was  an  inquiry  held  by  Mr.  Horsley,  and  there  was 
<n-edt  opposition  to  that  proposed  extension. 

° HI.  But  notwithstanding  the  opposition  thenoffered 
Mr.'  Horsley  sanctioned  the  extension  as  sought  ? — Not 
the" part  I mean.  He  sanctioned  Blennerville.  Hy 
residence  was  proposed  to  be  included,  and  the  two 
towhlands  of  Ballard  and  Clogher  were  proposed  to  be 
included  in  the  waterworks  scheme,  but  the  Inspector 
did  not  sanction  the  bringing  in  of  those  townlands. 
Indeed  I think  they  withdrew  the  proposal  to  include 
those  townlands  at  the  inquiry,  on  account  of  the 
opposition  shown  to  rt.  . 

112.  Have  you  given  this  matter  any  consideration 
at  all  ? At  present  the  roads  through  the  town  are  all 
mariaged  by  the  county  ?— Yes.  . 

113  Of  course,  you,  being  the  Urban  Sanrtary  Au- 
thority, could  get  the  management  of  the  roads.  Do 
you  think  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  town  if 
there  was  the  increase  of  the  area  that  is  proposed  and 
if  the  town  then  took  up  the  management  of  all  the 
roads  and  the  sanitary  work  and  cleansing,  and  so  on 
— oiudit  all  that  to  be  done  by  one  body?— I don  t 
think  it  would  1*  possible  that  that  slrenld  koto.  Some 
time  ago  there  was  a propositron  that  the  Torn  Com. 
missioners  should  ho  the  contractors  for  the  streets  of 
Tralee,  bnt  they  declined.  They  cleanse  te  streets, 
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Tralee.  but  they  do  not  repair  them.  The  divided  authority 
Dee.  30,  ms.  is  decidedly  a disadvantage  ; but  they  were  offered  the 
Major  William  °PPortunRy  of  getting  money  as  contractors  under  the 
Rowan,  j i\  county,  but  they  declined  to  do  it. 

114.  Mr.  M‘C owen. — On  two  or  three  occasions  the 


Toto  Commissioners  applied  to  the  Grand  r 
take  up  the  management  of  the  roods,  and  to  or™!  > 
horongh  from  taxation,  and  tile  Grand  Jura  3 , 
and  vetoed  the  application.  y leIUSftl, 


Mr.  Thomas 
O'Regan. 


Mr.  Thomas  O’Regan  examined. 


115.  You  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  here  1 
— I am. 

116.  And  hare  you  been  on  the  Municipal  Board 
for  some  time! — Yes. 

117.  Is  it  your  opinion,  and  that  of  your  brother 
Commissioners,  as  far  as  you  know,  that  an  extension 
of  the  bounds  is  desirable? — Yes;  I always  heard 
them  express  that  veiy  strongly,  and  my  reason  for 
considering  so  is,  that  I am  thoroughly  convinced  that 
a man  living  within  a mile  or  a mile  and  a half  or  two 
miles  derives  an  advantage  from  the  town.  I know 
mostly  every  one  of  them,  and  I see  them  mostly  in 
the  town  as  early  and  late  as  the  inhabitants  them- 
selves, and  they  dispose  of  all  they  have  in  the  town, 
and  if  the  town  is  to  be  properly  cleansed  I think 
they  should  contribute  to  it,  as  they  derive  such  advan- 
tages from  its  streets. 

118.  I suppose  they  help  to  dirty  them?— Yes,  and 
the  people  of  Tralee  should  not  pay  for  their  accom- 
modation. They  should  get  a little  help. 

119.  Have  you  seen  the  proposed  boimdary,  as 
marked  on  Map  “A”  ? — I have  seen  it. 

120.  Ho  you  think  that  would  be  a fair  boundary, 


as  tar  as  we  can  adhere  to  it? — I know  ev  • 
inch  of  the  ground  all  round  about  the  town  ° ° 

131.  Do  you  think  this  proposed  line  would  b-  , 
fair  line— the  blue  line  in  Map  « A”?— I thinlr  „„ 

122.  With  regard  to  the  sanitary  matte^Ts  it  T0,lc 

opinion  that  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  tom, 
would  be  improved  in  this  extended  area,  by  brrnm,,! 
this  two-mile  portion  in  from  the  Rural  to  the  Vr)  J 
Sanitary  Authority  ? — I think  so.  • 

123.  As  a Town  Commissioner,  knowing  the  town 
is  it  your  opinion  that  the  work  would  be  better  done 
Certainly  ^ Uudei  tlie  one  “dividual  authority?-. 

124‘  Andi£you  had  the  management  yourselves  of 
the  roacJs  ?— Yes,  certainly.  It  will  be  always  undone 
until  the  Commissioners  get  the  management  of  the 
roads  themselves.  Any  man  looking  at  these  streets 
will  see  that  he  should  get  a pair  of  sea-boots  to  cross 
them  in  wet  weather.  There  is  £1,000  a year  goin* 
to  the  Grand  Jury,  and  we  get  nothing.  Their  mode 
of  repairing  the  roads  consists  of  putting  a handful  of 
stones  on  a road  one  day,  and  that  is  scraped  off  the 
next  by  the  scavenger. 


Mr.  Coffey. 


Mr.  Coffey  re-examined. 


125.  How  much  do  you  spend  annually  in  cleansino- 
and  lighting? — About  £250. 

126.  How  much  can  you  raise  by  taxation? — Part 


J wio  ueneno  uenveu 


from  the  making  of  the  gas. 

£900^  'H0W  mU(dl  CaU  you  raise  by  Nation  ?— About 


Mr.  John  Shea. 


Mr.  John  Shea  examined. 


128.  You  live  at  Blennerville  ? — Yes. 

129.  At  present  you  are  out  of  the  area  of  taxation 
except  for  water  1 — Yes.  I consented  to  the  water, 
because  I thought  it  most  necessary,  and  it  is  all  that 
is  wanted. 

. I30-  Tell  me,  don’t  you  think  the  town  of  Blenner- 
ville—the  people  living  in  that  district— derive  a 

great  advantage  from  being  so  close  to  the  town? 

What  advantage  do  we  get  ? I cannot  see  that  we 
get  any  advantage. 

131.  Have  you  not  got  the  shops  and  all  those  con- 
veniences in  the  town  of  Tralee  at  which  you  can  pur- 
chase the  things  you  want  for  your  house,  or  for  your 
business,  if  you  are  in  business  1— The  shopkeepers  in 
the  town  of  Tralee  are  very  glad  to  have  us  go  to  them. 

132.  But  you  are  very  glad  to  have  them  to  go  to  as 
well,  and  beyond  that,  too,  there  are  the  roads  goin^ 
into  the  town  ? — But  we  pay  county  cess  for  them.  ° 

133.  But  don’t  you  think,  as  an  inhabitant  of 
Blennerville,  that  your  business  and  your  place  is 
more  valuable  than  it  would  be  if  you  had  no  town 
between  you  and  Killarney,  for  example,  in  which  to 
buy  your  things  ?— Conscientiously  I can  say  no 
Speaking  for  myself,  conscientiously  I can  give  that 
answer,  because  I never  buy  anything  either  here  nor 
there. 

. Js  i*  not  a facfc  'that  you  derive  your  total 
income  from  Tralee  ?-Yes-well,  from  the  canal  basin 
and  harbour. 

135.  Don’t  you  consider  that  Blennerville  is  sub- 
stantially part  and  parcel  of  Tralee,  with  the  canal 
quay,  and  shipping  coming  up  to  it,  and  boats  and  all 
that  sort  of  thing?— I suppose  it  is  a suburb;  but  I 

- don  t think  you  can  call  it  anything  else. 

136.  How  many  houses  are  there  at  Blennerville? 
— About  thirty. 

*37-  )Yhat  are  their  ratings  ? Are  they  all  above 
£5  or  £o  m rating  value  ?— They  are  about  £4  £5 
and  £6  on  one  side,  and  £S  or  £9  on  the  other! 
there  is  a large  malt-house  and  some  stores  there. 


138.  Is  it  the  case  that  a number  of  persons  doing 
business  by  day  in  Tralee  live  out  at  Blennerville  ?- 
Only  three  persons. 

139.  Are  the  houses  at  Blennerville  occupied  by 
shopkeepers? — There  are  five  shops  on  the  right-haud 
side  and  one  on  the  left. 

140.  I suppose  they  supply  themselves  from  Tralee? 
— Yes,  I suppose  they  do. 

141.  There  are  some  public-houses  there,  too,  are 
there  not? — I have  included  them;  I call  them  shops. 

142.  I suppose  the  real  reason  for  your  opposition 
to  an  extension  of  tlie  boundary  is  that  you  are  afraid 
of  having  additional  taxes  put  on  you? — Most  de- 
cidedly. I care  as  little  about  that  as  anyone  else, 
but  I don’t  consider  that  it’s  necessary,  or  that  any 
advantage  will  be  derived  by  tlie  inhabitants  of 
Blennerville  by  the  change.  As  for  telling  me  that 
Blennerville  will  be  cleansed  by  being  joined  to 
Tralee — as  for  talking  about  that,  it’s  all  a mistake ; 
it  will  never  be  done. 

143.  Don’t  you  think  it’s  an  advantage  to  the  pen 
sons  living  at  Blennerville  if  they  could  have  Tralee 
nicely  kept  ? If  you  are  walking  yourself,  would  you 
not  like  to  walk  on  a clean  street  instead  of  a dirty 
one?  But  they  will  never  do  anything  right  here. 
It  is  not  in  their  composition  to  do  anything  right. 

144.  You  have  no  gas  supply  at  Blennerville  1 — No. 

145.  Do  you  think,  supposing  you  were  brought 
within  the  municipal  area,  just  the  same  as  anyone 
living  in  the  town,  and  you  got  the  gas,  and  paid  no 
more  for  the  gas  than  the  townspeople,  and  had  to 
pay,  no  more  than  the  townspeople  in  the  way  of  rates— 
don  t you  think  those  would  be  advantages  ? — I don’t 
think  they  would.  I think  burning  petroleum  is 
cheaper  than  gas. 

146.  You  don’t  think,  with  the  present  price  of 
petroleum,  you  would  get  any  benefit  from  the  gas  being 
brought  to  you  ? — I do  not.  We  burn  a far  cheaper 
kght.  It  is  a hundred  per  cent,  cheaper  than  gas. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 
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DU NGARVAN— DECEMBER  31st,  1878. 
Before  Messrs.  W.  P.  O’Brien  and  C.  P.  Cotton. 


Mr.  Edward  Morrisy  examined. 


1 Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  Clerk  to  tlie  Town 

Commissioners  1 — Yes. 

2.  How  long  liave  you  been  so  ? — Since  1865. 
g’  Tliis  town  is  constituted  under  the  Towns  Im- 
movemeut  Act?— Yes,  the  Act  of  1854. 

1 4.  In  what  year  was  the  Act  adopted  here  ? — In 


Act?— 12th  January,  1855. 

6.  Had  the  town  been  previously  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  9th  of  George  IY.  ?— No. 

7.  What  was  the  area  of  the  town  then? — Just  as 
•at  present. 

8.  What  was  the  acreage  ? — I cannot  give  it. 

9.  What  is  the  valuation? — £8,293  10s. 

10.  In  the  return  furnished  to  me  last  year  it  was 
£8  247,  but  there  are  constantly  differences — 1,357 
acres  is  given  as  the  area  ? — Yes,  that  is  about  it. 

11.  Have  you  a record  of  the  boundary  at  the  time 
the  town  was  fixed  ? — No,  I have  not  a copy  of  the 
memorial  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

12.  You  have  not  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  answer? — 
No,  sir. 

13.  You  have  no  record  of  the  boundary? — No, 

14.  How  many  townlands  are  comprehended  within 
the  municipal  area  ? — Several  small  townlands. 

15.  It  divides  some  townlands  ? — Yes. 

16.  What  is  the  number  of  townlands  within  the 
municipal  boundary  ? — There  arc  forty-threo  townlands 
and  parts  of  townlands. 

17.  How  many  townlands  are  included  entirely,  and 
how  many  partly  within  the  municipal  district? — 
Thirty-five  whole  townlands. 

18.  And  how  many  are  partly  included? — Eight 
partly. 

19.  Then,  there  are  eight  cases  whore  townlands  are 
cut?— Yes. 

20.  Does  the  area  extend  pretty  equally  in  all  direc- 
tions from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

21.  What  is  the  radius — taking  as  the  point  to 
measure  from — the  centre  of  the  town? — The  px*esent 
municipal  district  is  about  one  mile. 

22.  One  statute  mile  ? — Yes,  six-. 

23.  Are  you  aware  what  was  the  principle  followed 
in  forming  the  boundalies  ? — I am  not  aware. 

24.  But  it  is  about  a mile  in  all  directions? — Yes. 

25.  The  Act 'was  adopted  for  all  purposes  ? — I think 
so. 


26.  Was  it  adopted  for  the  water  supply  ? — I have 
no  record. 

27.  You  are  not  aware  whether  it  was  adopted  for 
the  water  supply? — No,  six-. 

28.  The  Town  Commissioners  are  the  sanitary 
axithority? — Yes,  sir. 

29.  Have  the  Commissioners  also  obtained  a Local 
Act  in  addition  ? — Yes. 

30.  What  was  the  date  of  it? — August,  1863. 

31.  What  was  the  title  of  the  Act? — The  Dun- 
garvan  Harbour  and  Impx-ovement  Act,  1863. 

32.  What  were  the  various  purposes  for  which  it 
wade  provision? — To  take  the  roads  out  of  the  Grand 
"iry,  to  improve  the  hax-bour,  and  to  take  in 
markets. 

33.  Now,  as  regards  the  tx-ansfer  of  the  Grand  Jury 
duties,  what  were  the  functions  that  were  transferred  ? 
~~lhe  care  of  the  roads  and  bridges  within  the 
borough. 

34.  And  the  footpaths  ? — Yes,  everything  connected 
with  the  roads  and  bridges. 

35.  And  the  public  works? — Yes. 


_ 36.  Were  the  court-houses,  too,  transferred  ?— No, 

37.  Then,  it  was  just  the  roads  and  bridges?— Yes 

that  is  all.  ° » 

38.  I presume  the  municipal  district  includes  a 
good  deal  of  ax-able  lands  ?— Yes,  it  does. 

39.  You  are  aware  that  under  the  Towns  Improve- 

ment Act,  sectxon  62,  in  the  levying  of  rates  all  arable 
lands,  ineadow  or  pasture  land,  all  market  gardens 
*c->  s'la11  be  assessed  at  only  one-fourth  annually  ?— 
Yes,  I am  aware  of  that.  J 


40.  I am  anxious  to  ascertain  whether,  under  the 
Local  Act  by  which  the  care  of  the  roads,  and  bridges 
and  footpaths  was  transferred,  the  expense  of  keeping 
up  the  various  works  previously  maintained  by  the 
Grand  Jury  was  assessed  only  at  one-fourth  ou  the 
ax-able  lands  ? — Lands  and  buildings  under  this  Act  of 
1863  ax-e  assessed  in  the  same  rate. 

41.  Then  you  don’t  adhere  to  the  one-fourth  ?— No. 

42.  And  all  the  purposes  provided  for  before  by 
the  Grand  Jxu-y  are  assessed  at  the  same  rate  ?— Yes. 

43.  And  the  limitation  of  one-foux-th  only  applies  to 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act  proper  ? — Yes. 

44.  What  is  the  arrangement  with  the  Grand  Jury— 
you  levy  the  rate,  and  you  pay  the  same  for  county-at- 
large  purposes?— No,  they  levy  a rate  for  all  purposes. 
We  only  levy  for  repairing  the  roads. 

45.  You  omit  these  works  for  which  they  have  nro- 

vided?— Yes.  * 

46.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  municipal 
district  of  Dungarvan  included? — In  the  electoral 
division  of  Dxmgax-vaxx. 

47.  What  is  the  area  of  the  electoral  division  ? I 

don't  know. 


Mr.E  Morrisy. 


48.  Nor  how  many  townlands  ax-e  included  ? — No. 

49.  I presixme  the  electoral  division  is  considerably 
larger  than  the  municipal  area  ? — Much  larger. 

50.  To  what  extent  does  the  electox-al  division  extend 
fx-om  the  centre  of  the  town? — I dare  say  about  a mile 
and  a half  or  two  miles. 

51.  Does  it  go  more  than  two  miles  ? — I can’t  say 
exactly,  but  I think  not. 

52.  Have  the  Commissioners  had  under  considera- 
tion the  questions  submitted  to  them  by  our  Board, 
whether  it  is  desirable  that  the  existing  muxxicipal 
district  should  be  extended,  limited,  or  otherwise 
altered  ? — They  had,  sir. 

53.  How  many  Commissioners  are  there  ?— Fifteen. 

54.  Was  it  considered  at  a special  meeting? — No, 
sir ; at  an  adjom-ned  meeting. 

55.  Was  the  meeting  adjom-ned  for  that  purpose  ? — 
It  was  not. 

56.  How  many  Commissioners  were  present  when 
the  matter  was  considered  ? — Nine  ox-  ten. 

57.  What  was  the  date  of  that  meetiixg? — 18th 
November.  It  was  adjourned  that  day,  and  they  did 
not  come  to  any  decision. 

58.  Were  you  able  to  collect  what  were  the  views 
of  the  nine  ox-  ten  present  on  that  occasion  ? — Some  of 
them  were  not  for  your  coming  at  all,  and  others  were. 

59.  As  far  as  you  understood,  the  feeling  was  that 
they  did  not  wish  to  have  any  change  at  all  ? — Yea. 

60.  They  were  satisfied?— Yes. 

61.  What  have  been  the  rates  made  during  the  last 
five  years,  and  what  were  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  made  ? — I will  tell  you  in  a moment. 

62.  The  town  is  lighted  with  gas  ? — It  is. 

63.  How  is  the  gas  supplied — is  it  by  the  Commis- 
sioners themselves,  or  do  they  contract  for  the  supply 
of  the  public  lights  1 — They  contract  with  a private 
company. 
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MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


Mr,  E.  Morrisy. 


It-  5“  ,b?'  the  gas  company  1-Yes. 

I mi  £k°"  al”rs  bee“  S°  ,_:Every  as  long  as 

for  *Udi  «*»  sate  is 
of  ac^icS  “S  tle  ^ *"•>  Wing  the  salaries 

a G®-  I^ve  y°u  ^acl  any  Siinitaiy  expenditure  for  the 
construction  of  sewers  or  for  water  supply?— No  : we 

%“nit1ary  rate-  TIie  sanitary  expenses 
me  paid  out  of  the  Is.  rate. 

—No  Y°U  liaVG  uadertaken  no  Iarge  sanitary  works  ? 

- 1 ‘ ™ ater  supply  nov  sewaerge  ?— No  sir 

tie  si,iS^SSSlS,“dit'"e  'm‘  be"  S“1,1,liecl  bI 

the  Arfyew?ith°r0atls,that  were  transferred  by 
the  Act  of  1863,  bow  are  they  provided  for?— There 
is  ,i  shilling  rate,  I think,  for  the  last  three  years 
1 3.  In  addition  to  the  other  rate?— Yes,  sir. 

1 *■  i on  call  it  a road  rate  ? Yes. 

75.  Is  it  levied  with  the  other?— No. 
t'es  You  le'T  £t  by  separate  warrant  altogether  ?- 


JS-flWoT  SI’e‘,dnS  °f  MU“1  nnmliers  1 — Yes  ■ 

,l°  **  >«  *>  * 
!03.  When  did  it  receive  the  consent  of  P,»r 
ment  ?— Last  August.  1 Aafm- 

104.  The  uiivttci-  is  under  coQsidemtioa  aowl— y- 
lOo.  And  it  is  about  to  bo  effected  ?— Yes  Ti 
was  a resolution  passed  in  December,  1866  l-S8 
Commissioners  asking  for  a loan  of  £\0  nnn  t y 7® 
Bern,,  of  Works.  That 

l tll«  Commissi, yesterday.  “ 
svol  ™ Hle  °’,J0CtM»  o*°P  * 

107.  Then,  practically,  they  Wo  rescinded  ti. 

“feaSl-"  ““  °f  P™*4 

108.  Wlmt  has  led  to  that— is  it  an  apprehem™ 
of  the  expense  7 Yes ; it  is  apprehension  of  tw“ 


—Yes  ThOTe  13  3 Provisio11  for  tilat  in  the  local  Act  7 

1‘e  '“s1"®4  ”><*  yon  ever  had!— So  ■ 
''  c nau  a _s.  rate  at  one  time. 

to  y,  Y°”  f°Wm  a''8  ""’““tod 1— 1 They  are  limited 
SO.  You  could  make  a rate  for  road  purposes  of  0. 
“ cireumswe'es i 

ma£“ifcP™' ®‘T;  I*  •» 

°f  th°  *-ata- 

£?■  tTu^Z^ZTll “■  “d'— 

<iSy«reSlli,iit“,“d0''“t»a»I*'-Ab„nb 
l,.SfiSii;"’f°‘'aeIa8t  ttae  J*M  a lias  stood  at 
.dlytts,^?8  ^^toe  work  effect,,. 

ratepayers  would  be  toTheavy  if  thev  ? 

taken— works,  for  instance,  vMch  were  neeessw&'r 
the  sewerage  or  water  smmlwi  v “«nessaiy  lor 
plated  a water  sup^latT1  7 *“Te>J  the7  COntem- 
RR  Vi11™  “ Jllst  in  hands. 

88.  Then  a scheme  is  under  consideration  ?_Yes 

shoulder11  re<1Ulred  I 

91.  Is  rt  expected  the  scheme  will  involvn 
siderable  expense  ? Yes  • v»nw  i„  involve  a con- 

to  £15*  " “P“todt°  betheeoet “*W10,000 

iJre t^vr^  m“te  a “-^bl.  addition  to 

of  the  engineer.  swmate  ont-On  theestunato 

95.  Who  was  that  1 — Mr.  Frazer. 

twLZa,™*1"*  PtoparedS-Ahout 

97.  Was  there  a provisional  order  obtained  l_Yes 
99'  Thf  « ™ raMe<I  ly  Parliament  1-Yes 

100.  What  was  the  estimate  given  when 
for  tlie  provisional  order  ? £10,000  ' ) ) 


109.  It  is  not  from  any  alteration  in  their  vienw 
to  the  necessity  of  the  works  1-Ho ; some  parBes“ 
for  water  and  more  against  it.  1 re 

i a?10;  ^ei'6  *!u:y  nnanimous  in  rescinding  the  reso- 
iution  1— Ten  Commissioners  met,  three  left,  and  the 
seven  who  remained  were  unanimous. 

111.  And  the  throe  who  had  left  were  against  it? 
— liiey  had  not  expressed  an  opinion  in  favour  of  it ' 
U3.  Notice  had  beeu  given  of  that  meetimr 

Tk?  seve“  wll°  i-emained  were  unanimous 
and  the  three  who  had  left  were  against  rescinding 
the  resolution  ? — Yes.  0 

1 15.  You  say  there  are  fifteen  members  of  the 
municipal  body? — Yes. 

nc.  How  many  persons  within  the  district  are 
eligible  to  fill  the  office  of  Commissioner  ? — I could 
not  state  the  number  except  from  the  books. 

117.  You  could  make  it  out  forme? — Yes. 

118.  Do  you  know  how  many  electors  there  are 
within  the  municipal  district? — I do. 

119.  Outside  this  radius  of  a mile,  are  there  many 
inhabited  houses  the  occupiers  of  which  derive,  in 
your  opinion,  some  substantial  advantages  from  their 
proximity  to  such  a town  as  Dungarvan,  in  the  way 
oi  having  a market  for  supplying  their  wants  at 
hand,  and  a market  for  the  disposal  of  various  forms 
oi  i agneultural  produce — having  schools  for  their 
children  to  attend.  Would  you  consider  that  there 
are  lands  outside  that  radius  that  participate,  to  some 
extent,  m these  advantages  ?— Yes,  I think  there  are. 

li)°-  *°'i  think  the  mile  doesn’t  cover  all  the 
people  who  derive  advantage  from  their  proximity  to 
the  town  ? — Well,  I should  say  not.  The  people  come 
to  market  from  five  or  six  miles. 

121.  Of  course,  the  persons  living  within  a mile 
and  a half  derive  move  advantage  thgn  the  people 
living  five  or  six  miles  off  ?— Yes. 

122.  Do  the  people  in  the  country  attend  the  town 
schools  largely  ? — Yes. 

123.  What  schools  are  there?— There  are  three  or 
four  public  schools  in  the  town. 

• Pr?111  kow  far  would  you  say  the  children  are 

m the  habit  of  resorting  to  the  town  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  schools  1— From  about  two  miles. 

125.  Would  that  be  the  limit?— Yes.  I know 
there  are  National  schools  at  a distance  of  about  two 
miles  from  the  town. 

126.  Then  what  is  the  limit  from  which  you  would 
say  children  are  in  the  habit  of  resorting  to  the  town 
schools  ? — I could  not  well  tell. 

127.  But  as  far  as  you  have  been  able  to  form  an 
estimate  ? — I Lave  seen  some  come  more  than  a mile 
from  the  town. 

128.  What  schools  are? — The  Christian  Brothers’ 
and  two  Convent  schools,  and  one  school  for  boys. 

129.  Are  these  all  largely  attended? — I should 
say  so. 

130.  A good  many  come  from  the  rural  districts?— 

A great  many  of  them. 

131.  Now,  do  you  know  whether  the  formation  of 
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, eiectoval  division  is  uniform  from  the  centre  of  the 
*ue  j__j  think  it  goes  further  in  the  southerly  direc- 
tion than  in  the  northerly  direction. 

1 13->  How  far  does  it  extend  to  the  south? — About 
two  miles,  or  say  two  and  a half. 

133  And  how  far  to  the  north  ? — A mile  and  a half. 

134.  And  to  the  west? — About  one  mile. 

135.  And  to  the  east  ? — There  is  none  to  the  east ; 

it  is  the  sea.  , ,.  . . . . ... 

13G.  If  the  electoral  division  was  considered  desir- 
able as  the  municipal  boundary,  on  the  grounds  of 
General  policy,  would  you  say  that  the  persons  within 
ft  derive  certain  advantages  from  their  proximity  to 
the  town?— Yes,  I should  say  so,  for  they  come  to 
market  to  do  their  business. 

137.  The  town  doesn’t  extend  into  any  electoral 
divisions  besides  the  electoral  division  of  Dungarvan  ? 
—No. 

138.  What  is  the  arrangement  for  keeping  up  these 
county  works  that  were  transferred— are  they  done  by 

contract'? They  are  done  by  the  Commissioners. 

They  employ  men  ; they  have  a borough  surveyor. 

130.  What  salary  does  he  receive  ? — .£50  a year. 

140.  Do  they  contract  for  the  execution  of  the 
works  ?— They  do,  in  this  way — they  employ  men  liy 
the  week,  and  pay  them  by  contract  for  what  they  do. 
Thev  pay  for  quarrying  stones  by  the  yard,  and  collect- 
in'' and  carting  them  by  the  yard  ; hut  the  men  who 
are  spreading  stone  must  he  paid  by  the  day. 

141.  Are  you  able  to  say  whether  the  cost  of  keep- 
in"  up  these  works  that  have  been  transferred  is 
greater  or  less  than  when  the  same  works  were  done 
by  the  Grand  Jury  ? — I don’t  know  what  was  the  cost 
to  the  Grand  Jury. 

142.  And  you  are  not  in  a position  to  state  whether 
they  cost  more  under  the  old  system  ? — I could  not  tell. 

143.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  works  are  done  in 
a manner  considered  more  satisfactory  by  the  Commis- 
sioners and  the  public  at  largo '? — I should  say  they  are. 


144.  So  far  as  you  know,  has  the  result  been  that  Dcsoahva.*. 

the  public  are  satisfied  with  the  change  which  was  D&.  ai,  lars. 
made,  transferring  the  works,  and  that  it  has  had  a . — 

salutary  effect  ?— Some  people  are  of  that  opinion,  and  Mr‘ F"  Morrii-v 
others  not. 

145.  What  is  the  general  feeling  on  the  subject  1 

As  far  as  I know,  or  can  see,  the  roads  are  kept  in 
very  good  order  now. 

146.  Were  they  not  so  formerly  ? — Well,  I don’t 
know  exactly. 

147.  How  many  miles  of  road  are  there  maintained 
by  the  town  ? — Nine  or  ten  miles,  I should  say. 

148.  Is  the  borough  surveyor  here  ? — I don’t  see 
him.  I was  going  to  tell  you  that  when  the  Commis- 
sioners had  these  roads  under  contract  the  amount  was 
£399. 

149.  Is  that  including  streets  and  roads  ? — Yes.  In 
1869,  when  the  Commissioners  took  them  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  contractors,  the  cost  was  £394  Is.  Id. ; 
in  1870  the  cost  was  £364  16s.  Gc? ; in  1871  it  was 
£437  19s.  id.  ; in  1872  it  was  £350  12s.  11<?.;  in 
1S73  it  was  £25S  13s.  8d.  ; in  1874  it  was 
£263  0s.  9 d)  in  1876  it  was  £230  5s.  8 d.  ; in  1877, 

£250  13s.  6 d. ; and  in  1878,  £340  13s.  1«£.  I have 
not  got  the  cost  in  1875. 

150.  You  mentioned  that  the  road  rates  had  been 
2s.,  and  that  they  gradually  decreased  from  that  until 
within  the  last  three  years  they  reached  the  uniform 
sum  of  Is. ; how  can  you  account  for  the  reduction 
from  2s.  to  Is.  ? — The  Commissioners  were  greatly  in 
debt  at  the  time,  and  they  had  to  pay  £850  for  the 
special  Act,  and  that  was  charged. 

151.  Then,  it  was  owing  to  special  expenses,  and 
not  to  alterations  in  the  keeping  of  the  roads  ? — No  ; 
they  were  in  debt,  and  they  had  to  make  a sea  wall, 
which  cost  £300. 

152.  What  year  was  that  in? — I think  1870  or 
1871;  a high  tide  came  in  and  knocked  down  the 
wall. 


Mr.  John  Boyle  examined. 


Mr.  John 
Boric. 


153.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  Clerk  of  Dungarvan 
Union? — Yes,  sir. 

154.  How  long  have  you  been  Clerk? — For  ten 
years. 

155.  Can  you  give  me  from  the  rate  book  the  exact 
area  of  the  municipal  district? — I can;  the  total  area 
within  the  township  is  1,343a.  2r.  31p. 

15C.  What  is  the  valuation? — £8,293  10s. 

157.  The  towulands  have  been  correctly  given  by 
Mr.  Morrisy? — I don’t  agree  with  him.  I find 
that  the  total  number  of  townlands  in  the  electoral 
division  is  eighty-three. 

158.  But  the  municipal  district — what  of  it? — Of 
the  forty-two  townlands  within  the  borough  thirty-one 
;ire  entirely  within  the  township,  and  nine  partly. 

159.  There  are  forty-two  within  the  municipal  dis- 
trict, either  wholly  or  in  part? — There  are  nine  partly 
within  and  partly  without,  and  the  balance  are  wholly 
included. 

160.  How  many  townlands  are  included  in  the 
electoral  division  ? — Eighty-three. 

161.  What  is  the  area  of  the  electoral  division  ? — 

•r',933A.  2a.  19p. 

162.  What  is  the  valuation? — £12,820  5s. 

163.  Does  the  electoral  division  radiate  pretty 
equally  from  the  centre  of  the'  town  ? — No,  it  runs  un- 
equally, 

164.  In  what  direction  does  it  go  furthest  ? — To  the 
south. 

165.  How  far  to  the  south? — About  three  miles  ; 
to  the  top  of  Windgap. 

166.  That  is  three  statute  miles? — Yes,  I think  so. 
About  three  and  a half  to  Ballinalyra. 

167.  To  the  north  how  far  does  it  extend  ? — About 
two  and  a half  miles. 

168.  And  to  the  west  how  far? — About  two  miles. 


1C9.  And  to  the  east?— There  is  nothing  to  the 
last. 

170.  We  have  it  already  stated  that  the  radius  of 
die  town  is  about  a mile  ? — Yes. 

171.  That  is  about  correct? — Yes. 

172.  And  it  extends  pretty  equally  in  all  directions  ? 
-Yes. 

173.  Would  yon  consider  that  outside  that  radius 
there  are  many  inhabited  houses,  the  occupiers  of 
which,  in  your  opinion,  derive  advantages  from  being 
within  that  proximity  to  the  town  ? — I do,  sir. 

174.  How  far  out  would  the  radius  of  benefit  ex- 
teud  ? — To  about  two  and  a half  miles. 

175.  You  think  they  derive  advantages  to  that  dis- 
tance?—They  do.  . 

176.  What  would  be  the  advantages  they  derive  ( — 
From  my  own  knowledge  and  experience  I know  of 
persons  coming  to  school  from  a distance  of  more  than 
two  and  a half  miles. 

177.  From  what  direction? — In  all  directions. 

178.  Are  there  any  other  advantages  you  consider 

they  derive  ?— Of  course  they  are  near  the  town  for 
the  purpose  of  markets.  , 

179.  Persons  living  within  two  and  a halt  nules  ot 
the  town  can  derive  greater  advantages  than  those 
livin'1'  at  a greater  distance  away  ? — Y es,  and  often 
farther.  They  have  opportunities  of  sending  in  sour 

180.  And  have  the  market  for  the  sale  of  poultry, 

butter,  eggs,  and  so  on  ? — Y es.  . 

181.  Are  there  many  cases  of  what  are  called  town- 
parks,  or  accommodation  lands,  held  by  persons  living 

in  the  town?— There  are  not  . . 

182  Would  the  extension  of  the  boundary  to  two 
and  a half  miles  bring  in  many  additional  persons  now 
exempt  from  contribution  to  the  town  expenrature?- 
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You  will  increase  the  valuation  over  £4,000  if  you 
extend,  the  area  to  two  and  a half  miles. 

183.  What  would  the  increased  area  be? — About 
4,089  acres. 

184.  You  are  aware  that  under  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act  arable  land,  meadow  land,  market  gardens, 
aud  lands  used  for  such  purposes,  are  only  liable  to 
rates  on  one-fourth  of  the  valuation? — Yes ; 1 am 
aware  of  that. 

185.  Would  that  be  a fair  measure  of  the  advan- 
tages they  receive  ? — I think  it  is  only  fair  that  arable 
land  should  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  as  much,  because 
people  living  in  the  town  derive  more  advantages. 

186.  Do  you  consider  that  if  the  electoral  division 
was  adopted,  it  would  be  going  to  far  ? — I would.  I 
would  not  be  in  favour  of  making  the  electoral  division 
conterminous  with  the  proposed  municipal  boundary. 

1ST.  Why  ? — I think  it  goes  too  far  in  a southerly 
direction. 

188.  And  it  would  include  persons  who  could  not 
derive  advantages  ? — I don’t  think  they  could  derive 
as  much  as  other  persons. 

1S9.  And  you  think  two  and  a half  miles  would  not 
le  excessive? — No  ; and  I would  be  in  favour  of  liavin* 
the  natural  boundaries  made. 

1 90.  What  do  you  call  natural  boundaries  ? — Sup- 
pose there  was  a little  stream  at  two  or  two  and  a half 
miles,  I would  agree  to  have  that  fixed  as  the  boun- 
dary. 

191.  Would  you  agree  to  have  townland  boundaries 
adhered  to  ? — They  are  not  sometimes  satisfactory. 

192.  And  you  would  not  lay  clown  a hard  and  fast 
rule  as  to  townlands  as  boundaries? — No. 

193.  You  think  townlands  might  operate  incon- 
veniently ? — I am  not  prepared  to  give  an  answer  as 
to  chat  question. 

194.  But  you  think  it  is  better  to  have  a known 
denomination  to  deal  with  ? — Yes. 

195.  And  you  don’t  think  it  would  be  desirable  to 
have  townlands  inflexibly  followed  ? — No. 

196.  Could  you  point  to  any  instance  where  there 
would  be  an  objection  to  the  adoption  of  the  townland  ? 
—Well,  at  Killongford,  in  the  southerly  direction,  I 
find  a road  passes  through  the  centre  of  that  town- 
knd ; and  if  you  make  that  townland  the  municipal 
boundary,  of  course  the  Commissioners  would  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  road,  and  persons  living  very  close  to 


that  road  would  derive  as  much  advantage  as 
living  within  the  boundary.  ° persons 

197.  But  still  a line  must  be  drawn  some»h„, 

of  com-ae,  it  would  be  impossible  to  diuiv  any  lk.  it  ’ 
what  you  ay  would  uot,  to  some  eiteut  aoole  tjfl 

bZL“‘“'C“  m"‘  s"ide y0U  “ ■“%»! 

198.  But  don’t  you  think  it  would  facilitate  matte, 
if  a well  known  denomination,  such  as  a torn!™? 
was  followed  as  a unit  of  organization  ?— I do  1 

199.  You  are  aware  that  under  the  Poor  Law  w. 
lands  cannot  be  divided  ? — Yes. 

_2C°.  Are  you  in  a position  to  know  whether  local 
opinion  would  be  favourable  to  an  extension  ofth 
subject17  ?~Tke  °puil0n  aPPears  *0  he  divided  on  the 

201.  The  Board  of  Guardians  have  not  entertained 
the  question  ?— No.  Of  course,  the  opiuiou  formed  is 
vm-y  much  influenced  by  the  way  people  would  be 
affected  by  the  proposed  extension.  Those  who  would 
be  injuriously  affected  are  against  it,  and  those  bene- 
fited  by  it  are  for  it.  The  question  is  whether  more 
would  be  improved  and  benefited  than  would  be 
injured. 

202.  Putting  aside  the  question  of  personal  interest 

and  dealing  with  it  as  a question  of  general  policy  and 
equity,  do  you  consider  that  the  existing  boundary 
should  fairly  be  extended  so  as  to  include  a lamer 
number  than  at  present  ? — I do.  6 

203.  Can  you  state  the  number  of  persons  in  the 
municipal  district  who  are  eligible  for  the  office  of  town 
commissioner  ? — I don’t  know. 

204.  Can  you  say  how  many  electors  there  are  in 
the  municipal  district  ? — 1 can’t  say. 

205.  Or  what  number  would  be  included  if  you 
took  a radius  of  two  and  half  miles  1—1  cannot  give 
any  information  on  that  question. 

206.  Would  you  be  able  to  furnish  a return  con- 
taining the  information  I ask  on  these  points?— I 
don’t  think  I would,  for  I think  it  belongs  more  to 
the  town  clerk’s  office  than  mine. 

207.  He  has  only  the  municipal  district  to  deal 
with? — Well,  the  outside  I would  he  able  to  give  a 
return  for. 

208.  Have  you  got  a list  of  all  the  townlands? — I 
have  (produces  listj.  I have  given  the  townlands  and 
parts  of  townlands  within  the  municipal  district  with 
the  valuations. 


Mr.  John 
Maliony. 


Mr.  Jons  Minosy,  Chairman,  Dmgarran  Town  Commissions^,  eiamincd. 


209.  Mr.  O’Biuen. — How  long  have  you  been  chair- 
man  of  the  Commissioners  ?— Twelve  months. 

210.  And  how  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner? 
— Twelve  months  last  October. 


211.  Have  you  been  present  on  any  occasion  when 
t..e  question  of  the  extending  or  altering  the  boundary 
has  been  under  consideration  by  the  Commissioners  ? 
—Not  exactly  under  consideration  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. 

212'  I*,-has  not  been  formally  taken  into  consider- 
ation J— There  was  a meeting  called  for  yesterday,  and 
these  queries  came  before  the  meeting,  and  the  con- 
sideration of  them  fell  through. 

213.  And  up  to  the  present  the  question  has  not 
been  formally  considered  ? — No,  sir. 

214.  Have  you  no  means  of’ knowing  what  is  the 
feel  mg  of  the  Commissioners,  whether  they  are  in 
favour  of  the  extension  or  otherwise  ? — I am  certain 
of  nine  being  for  it. 

215.  But  as  regards  the  other  six  ?_I  don’t  know. 

^16.  Have  you  the  full  complement  of  fifteen  Com- 
missioners at  present?— I don’t  know  exactly. 

217.  Do  the  Commissioners  contemplate  holding  a 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  queries  1— 
Yes.  A meeting  was  called  for  yesterday,  and  ten 
came  and  three  went  away,  and  we  did  not  consider 
the  matter,  and  it  was  left  to  me  to  do  anythin*  I 


wished ; and  I knew  the  mind  of  those  present,  aud  I 
cud  not  do  anything. 

. 218.  the  feelings  of  the  nine  were  against  mak 
mg  any  change  1— Yes. 

219.  What  were  the  grounds  of  objection  they 
appeared  to  entertain? — The  chief  ground  was  the 

ditional  taxation.  We  considered  we  were  already 
heavily  taxed. 

220.  Would  it  not  rather  have  the  effect  of  light- 
ening taxation  ? — No ; it  would  bring  in  twenty-five 
miles  additional  roads,  and  as  £40  per  annum  is  what 
we  pay  at  present  per  mile,  that  would  he  £1,000,  and 
to  meet  that  we  could  only  levy  a rate  of  id. 

221.  But  at  present  you  levy  the  entire  rate  for 
the  road  purposes  ?— There  is  a doubt  about  that. 

222.  That  was  one  of  the  points  I wished  to  ascer- 
tain. The  Towns  Improvement  Act  says  it  shall  be 
only  one-fourth,  and  I asked  whether  the  scale  was 
one-fourth  or  the  full  rate,  and  the  town  clerk  said  the 
rates  were  made  separately,  and  that  the  road  rate  is 
made  to  the  full  value  ? — I believe  no  one  knows.  It 
has  been  assessed  on  the  full  value,  but  it  is  contested 
and  we  are  to  be  brought  into  a court  of  law  for 
levying  it. 

223.  You  are  aware  that  the  road  rate  has  been 
levied  at  the  full  value  1— Yes,  but  it  is  contested. 
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224.  That  has  been  contested  ? — Yes  ; we  got  notice 
about  it  yesterday. 

225.  And  the  question  has  not  been  decided  yet  ? 
—No ; not  yet. 

226.  Assuming  it  to  be  settled  that  these  lands  are 
to  pay  the  full  rate,  and  not  one-fourth,  would  the 
Commissioners  then  object  to  the  extension  of  the 

area  ? Not  upon  the  ground  of  the  roads,  but  they 

would  in  case  these  waterworks  were  earned  on. 

227.  Why  so  ? — Because,  in  the  case  of  the  water 
rate,  it  could  not  be  levied  at  the  full  value. 

228.  But  would  not  that  give  yon  a much  larger 
area  to  spread  the  expense  over! — It  would  be  the 
lamer  area  who  would  have  to  pay  three-fourths  of  the 
cost. 

229.  But  won’t  you.  have  to  pay  the  whole  cost 
yourselves  if  there  is  no  extension  '!— Yes,  all  that  we 
have  ourselves. 

230.  But  if  the  valuation  was  extended,  the  effect 
on  the  inhabitants  of  the  present  district,  as  regards 
the  outlay  for  water,  would  be  to  lighten  it  by  bring- 
ing in  outsiders  to  share  the  burden?— But  suppose  we 
are  borrowing  £10,000,  and  that  the  present  valuation 
of  the  borough  is  £8,000,  we  can  only  borrow  another 
£1,000  for  the  additional  district,  as  we  can  only 
assess  on  one-fourth  the  valuation. 

231.  But  would  not  the  additional  land  be  so  much 
property  added  ? — Yes ; but  we  are  unable  to  pay  for 
their  water ; it  is  too  great  a burden  on  us. 

232.  But  would  not  the  burden  be  lightened  by  their 
sharing  it ? — No ; because  it  would  be  the  means  of 
putting  an  increased  sum  on  us.  We  can’t  borrow 
more  than  the  assessed  sum  in  one  year. 

233.  How  would  the  extended  valuation  increase 
the  burden? — Because  it  would  enable  us  to  borrow 
money  we  can’t  borrow  at  present. 

234.  The  feeling  of  the  Commissioners  is  that  for 
roads  and  water  to  extend  the  boundary  would  increase 
the  burden  on  the  townspeople? — Yes. 

235.  Then  that  is  the  feeling — that  it  would  in- 
crease the  burden  on  the  town? — Yes,  that  it  would 
increase  the  burden  on  the  town. 

236.  And  they  object  to  it  on  that  ground  ? — Yes. 

237.  The  present  district  is  about  a mile,  but  don’t 
you  consider  there  are  people  outside  it  who  derive 
considerable  advantages  from  their  proximity  to  the 
town  ? — Yes,  I think  there  are. 

238.  How  far  does  the  benefit  extend  ?—  In  what 
particulars,  I would  like  to  know  ? 

239.  In  the  ordinary  advantages  you  have  heard 
referred  to — their  [proximity  to  the  market  town  ? — 
It  is  a question  of  opinion  how  far  it  extends. 

240.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  existence 
of  a market  town  like  this  confers  advantages  on  per- 
sons within  a certain  district  by  giving  them  a market 
for  supplying  their  wants,  and  for  the  sale  of  farm 
produce,  and  so  on.  The  town  is  also  a benefit  by 
supplying  schools  for  children,  and  affording  the  people, 
when  they  resort  to  the  town  for  various  purposes,  the 
advantages  of  the  paving  and  lighting  of  the  streets. 
These  are  advantages  that  are  not  shared  by  persons 
living  at  a considerable  distance,  and  how  far  would 
you  say  these  advantages  could  be  said  to  extend  ? — I 
would  say  the  town  affords  all  the  advantages  to  those 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

241.  How  far  would  you  say  ?— About  five  miles  ; 
but  as  regards  National  schools,  I would  not  say  that, 
for  there  is  a school  within  one  mile.  The  benefit  of 
the  schools  is  confined  to  the  richer  farmers  children, 
hut  I would  not  consider  them  much  advantage  other- 
wise. 

242.  Would  you  say  that  the  inhabitants  within  two 
miles  derive  considerable  advantages? — Yes ; that  is, 
when  they  come  into  town. 

243.  Arable  lands  being  only  subject  to  one-fourth 
of  the  rate,  don't  you  think  that  that  taxation  would 
be  a fair  measure  of  the  advantages  they  derive  ? I 
don’t  know ; I don’t  know  what  advantage  exactly 
the  cleaning  of  the  town  is  to  them. 

244.  For  instance,  if  persons  living  within  two  miles 


came  much  more  frequently  than  poisons  living  at  a TU-ngauvah. 
great  distance,  isn’t  it  a convenience  to  them  to  have  iv.  sijgrs. 
flagged  footpaths ; and  if  they  should  be  detained  in 
town  after  dusk,  isn't  it  a matter  of  convenience  and  jj 
comfort  to  them  to  have  light? — It’s  of  value,  of  * 
course. 

245.  Would  you  consider  that  the  electoral  division 
would  be  too  wide  for  the  municipal  boundary  ? — Yes, 
particularly  in  some  directions. 

246.  Are  you  able  to  say  whether  the  maintenance 
of  the  roads  and  bridges,  which  have  been  transferred 
to  the  Commissioners,  is  now  more  economic  or  other- 
wise than  when  the  Grand  Jury  had  control  ! — I 
cannot  speak  as  to  the  expenditure  formerly,  but  at 
present  the  ten  miles  of  road,  including  three  or  four 
that  are  not  attended  to  at  all,  cost  about  £40.  I 
think  that  is  an  enormous  cost,  and  the  roads  along 
here  are  especially  bad,  and  every  person  coining  in 
notices  that  the  roads  are  excessively  bad. 

247.  These  are  the,  roads  under  the  Town  C'ommis- 
niissioners  ? — Yes. 

248.  How  is  that  ! — Because  the  work  is  badly  at- 
tended to  at  present.  I know  the  money  is  laid  out, 
and  the  work  is  not  done. 

249.  You  don’t  do  it  by  contract  ? — A small  portion 
is,  but  the  whole  thing  is  done  by  ourselves. 

250.  You  have  a town  surveyor? — Yes. 

251.  What  salary  do  you  pay  him  ? — £50  a year. 

252.  Have  you  reason  to  find  fault  with  him  ! — We 
have  frequent  complaints ; and  we  have  never  a meet- 
ing but  there  is  something  before  us. 

253.  Are  the  roads  worse  than  formerly? — Yi s, 
vastly  worse.  I remember  one  street  particularly 
that  used  to  get  a coat  of  eight  inches  of  stone,  but 
it  is  never  done  now,  except  in  one  that  is  injured  more 
than  benefited. 

254.  How  long  have  you  known  the  town  ? — All 
my  life. 

255.  You  don’t  consider  the  change  of  the  control 
from  the  Grand  Jury  to  the  town  body  a good  one  / — 

No ; I think  1 would  rather  be  under  the  Grand  Jury. 

256.  Is  the  cost  more  or  less  ? — It  is  more,  I am 
sure.  We  are  paying  Is.  Sd.  between  guarantee  and 
the  connty-at-lui'ge. 

257.  But  the  guarantee  is  for  the  railway  1 — Yes  y 
hut  the  two  included  come  to  Is.  Sd. 

258.  How  much  is  the  guarantee  for  the  railway  ? 

— I can't  tell ; about  five  pence. 

259.  That  was  a tiling  that  had  not  to  be  paid  at 
all  formerly  ! — No. 

260.  Are  you  able  to  say  whether  the  cost  is 
greater  or  less,  putting  the  guarantee  out  of  the  ques- 
tion ? — I could  not  exactly  say. 

261.  But  you  are  quite  clear  the  thing  is  not  as 
well  done? — Yes. 

2G2.  There  are  some  sanitary  works  required — 
there  are  waterworks  required  ? — k es. 

263.  Is  the  circumstance  that  deters  the  Commis- 
sioners from  carrying  out  the  water  supply  the  cost ! 

— I think  so.  . 

264.  It  is  not  from  a feeling  that  it  is  not  requir'  d 

for  the  town?— No,  everybody  is  for  it ; but  we  con- 
sider the  cost  too  much.  • _ t , 

265.  What  is  the  Poor  Law  rate,  Mr.  Boyle  f — 

Two  and  ten  pence  within  the  town  altogether. 

266.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  add,  Mr. 

Mahony? — No,  sir. 

267.  Your  opinion  is  in  favour  of  non-extension  ! — 

Yes,  sir. 

‘>68.  You  say  they  are  now  disputing  the  assess- 
ment of  the  road  rate  at  the  full  amount.  This  Art 
was  passed  in  1863— hasn't  it  been  assessed  at  the  full 
amount  every  year  since  %— Y es,  sir.  . 

269.  It  was  never  disputed  until  now  (—-No,  sir. 

Your  investigation  has  called  attention  to  this  point. 

070  Dun«arvan  is  under  a local  Act,  and,  of  course, 
you  must  stand  or  fall  by  that-and  this,  you  say,  » 
the  first  time  it  has  been  controverted  ?— Y es. 

272.  Do  the  Commissioners  intend  to  have  any 
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Tit™,.  ZyZ™'  raider  the  entire  subject,  .„d  transmit  to  tb,  a, 

ova  tc-ii  , . , tary  of  the  Commissioners  a codv  of  +1,-  , le- 

Mr.  John  ^‘6-  Will  you  get  a special  meeting  convened  to  adopted  ?— Yes.  sir.  p/  ^resolution 

Mahony. 


Mr.  Michael 

Arthur 

Anthony. 


Mr.  Michael  Arthur  Anthony  examined. 

274.  Mr.  O’Brien.— You  are  one  of  the  Commis-  299.  Do  you  consider  tw  „ . • , , 

sioners  of  Dungawan  ?— Yes  sir  • • 11  ^ , 00  ,‘ei  taat  outside  the  nr»=n„ 

ovk  a . j 0 t _ * * municipal  boundary,  which  atm  ears  t m 

-7.9.  And  you  have  been  so  for  many  years?—  about  a mile,  there  are  a "ood  man v b a.radius  of 

N 37«J  W 7 7'"*’  el°ept  f°r  “ sk,rt  peri°d'  tio“  ot  1“<Ia  'vk>  derive  sdvanfauis  ^ “ "*»l* 

. '6-  Were  you  present  at  a meeting  when  the  Com-  government  without  having  j tlle  town 

missioners  considered  this  question  as  regards  an  of  the  expenses  %—  Most  „nm  f.trib.u.ted  any  part 

alteration  of  tbe  municipal  boundaries  1 — Some  yeans  300  CT L r 
since,  when  I was  chanman  of  the  Commissioners,  tbe  extend  %— I would  say  there  could  la^US . stoilld 
question  was  taicen  up,  and  tbe  very  map  before  yon  radins  of  t JuSes  7 be  “0  0bj8ctf"“  s 

^.Ja'L?acIe  for  tbat  purpose  at  that  time.  301.  And  vou  think  tW  if  ..  v 

or  1870 ^ ttat  ■~I  s.upPose  {t  'ras  “ 1369  was  taken  it  would  bring  in  a conSdembk 
or  18/0.  This  map  was  made  at  that  time  by  our  contribute  to  the  rate  iJjvL  ®onsu™1e  number  to 
hen  county  surveyor  Mr.  Langley,  and  the  Commis-  year  to' the vMn  ’ ^ m £4>000  * 

sionera  as  a body,  collectively  and  individually,  were  302.  And  you  consider  that  as  +1,  l 
m favour  of  extending  the  boundary.  VM*  you  consider  that  as  the  lands  are  only 

•fb9-  1 ’“lie™  rurliaraentary  boundary  S to  * ^ ^ 

verve  S' ITT  °* t ™Jd  “K- 

beuZSyrriTi&^x; 

boundary  ? — I don’t  know  7 CC  ' . Yc  J * suppose  the  valuation  necessary  is  the 

282.  It  includes  more  than  the  electoral  division  of  1iatedat1f: 2’b1ut  “Jownimpre.s- 

Dungarvan?— Considerably  more  than  that  twiVV*  tLe®xtenS10?  'vould  not  bring  in  more  tlian 

283.  Does  it  include  the  entire  of  any  other  electoral  W 1 °f  ???  T f?1^'  who  would  come 

division !— Yes,  part  of  Clonee.  7 electoral  m unclei  that  extension,  but  I don’t  know  more. 

Mr.  Boyle. — It  includes  a great  manv  electoral  rbVi  °X°“.  cons?dfr  would  be  an  improvement 

others.  r 


of  lbe  p”““^ 
Examination  of  Mr.  M.  A.  Anthony  resumed. 


306.  Is  the  town  divided  into  wards  %— Yes : two— 
Abbeyside  and  Dungarvan. 

307.  There  are  no  wards  for  poor  law  purposes?— 

xcsuuibu.  3?8;  ^hat  alteration  would  you  suggest  in  the 

Joih7-^,ots  :sation  of  tte  Pa“^ 

town  LTshoSdmipp^e^  to^he*  top^DeelSh  f Cotton— Dangarvan  East  being  exclusive 

mountain  on  the  north  is  close  on  six  miles  f “*  ®?  lij  at  Present  stands  ?— Yes.  From  the 

288.  And  to  the  south  how  far  does  it  extend  1 Pre®ent  boundary  to  the  contemplated  extension  should 

About  half  of  that  d be  formed  mto  a third  ward. 

289.  How  far  to  the  west? — About  three  mile?  T 310.  Mr.  O’Brien. — And  if  three  wards  were  formed 

think.  D0Ut  tliree  nules-  1 you  think  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  ?-Well,  it 

on?'  ? bas  no  extent  on  the  east  side? No  would  be  only  justice  to  the  people  brought  in  to  give 

. 29  i-  On  the  occasion  vou  refer  to  the  feelino?  of  a clianee  of  Seating  representatives  of  their  own 

the  Commissioners  were  "in  favmn-  of  T,  1 choice- 

boundary?— Yes.  ptmg  that  ,31.1-  Y°a  have  heard  the  Chairman  express  the 

292.  What  was  the  ground  on  which  thev  /th*  ^ gro^ds  which  influenced  them  in 

Government)  considered  it  objectionable? At  rtot  o jeoting  to  the  extension  was,  that  it  would  increase 

tune  it  toM  before  tbe  Lord  Lieutenant  tve  bad  tn  ? f°f  ? I0!“l  mte  “d  oontempkted 

apply,  and  we  were  refused.  0 scheme  for  supplying  the  town  with  water.  Do  you 

293-  what  ground  ?— I don’t  know  £0ucur  m tbat  opinion  ? — I am  quite  opposed  to  it.  I 

294.  You  submitted  that,  and  it  was  not  adontod  1 Very  ?“utely  “to  it.  The  town  roads 

Yes-  P would  be  eleven  miles,  and  I have  gone  minutely  into  the 

295.  Who  submitted  the  scheme  for  the  Drew  *^i,m  1)rop?rtion  to  wiat  is  Paicl  uow  by  the  county 

boundary?— The  present  boundary  was  in  eaLtene*  for  ^ese  roads,  and  by  .allowing  £16  a mile,  which  is 
some  fifteen  years  prior  t®  that.  It  was  ST  T f^bng  per  perch,  I would  leave  a margin  outside 
smallness  of  tout  division  that  I sought  the  extension  t?*  by  tb®  C?Unty  at  present  for  them' 

29?-  And  the  extension  was  rejected1? Yes  JL  , * Then  as  regards  the  roads,  you  say  the  effect  of 

29/.  Were  any  reasons  assigned  for  the  reiee+i™  trf“sfer  would  be  tbe  opposite  ?— The  effect  would 

No,sn,  not  that  1 recollect.  d he  to  leave  a surplus,  according  to  the  area  to  be  taken 

298.  Your  opinion  was  that  that  was  w OTI  “ on  ™e  shilling  rate,  for  road  purposes,  of  about  £35 
.mK»»ouable  proposal  i_WeIl,  to  some  evteL t ! dj  .“T  'O"*1' 

tUmk  tlie  words  of  the  memorial  went  to  show  that  1 .■  legar<ls  tbe  water  supply,  tlie  scheme  has 

sought  the  parliamentary  boundary,  or  any  such  bo nZ  estuuated  at  £10,000 1— Well,  Mr.  Frazer  gave 

ary  as  might  be  approved  of.  d'  lt^erJ  accurately  not  at  £10,000  but  at  £8,000 ; but 

when  we  were  making  the  application  for,  the  money 
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he  said  (which  was  fully  agreed  to),  apply  for  £2,000 
m0re  than  was  required,  and  that  we  need  not  draw 
the  money  unless  it  was  required,  and  it  would  save 
the  trouble  of  a second  application. 

314.  But  assuming  the  estimate  to  be  correct,  what 
would  be  the  effect  as  regards  the  incidence  of  the  cost 
on  the  extended  boundary  ? — A considerable  saving. 
It  is  as  simple  as  one  and  one  make  two  that  the  larger 
the  area  the  less  the  taxation. 

315.  As  regards  these  roads  can  you  say  whether 
the  cost  of  maintaining  them  was  higher  under  the 
Grand  Jury  than  now  ? — Well,  I could  not  exactly  say, 
but  taking  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  country  roads 
uow  I think  the  Commissioners  maintain  their  roads 
for  very  little  more  than  three-fourths  of  what  it  costs 
the  Grand  Jury  to  keep  their  roads. 

316.  The  Commissioners  keep  them  cheaper  ? — Yes. 

317.  You  have  heard  the  opinion  expressed  that  the 
work  is  worse  done  ? — When  the  Commissioners  got 
up  the  roads  from  the  county  at  first  the  streets  were 
canals  and  the  roads  were  bogs.  The  roads  during  my 
time  as  a Commissioner  and  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Langley  were  model  roads,  and  if  the  roads  have  fallen 
into  disrepair  for  the  last  four  or  five  yearn,  the  onus 
lies  on  the  Commissioner's  and  not  on  their  surveyor. 

318.  Yon  don’t  agree  that  the  roads  are  badly  kept  ? 

hfo.  They  are  in  a very  fair  condition,  and  they 

are  improving. 

319.  And  the  expense  is  less? — Very  considerably 
less.  The  great  expense  incurred  at  the  beginning  was 
a wall  which  cost  the  Commissioners  during  my  time 
as  Chairman  a great  deal,  and  in  a year  or  two  after 
our  obtaining  of  that  Act,  it  cost  £500  to  rebuild  a 
wall,  built  by  the  county,  on  a foundation  of  sand. 

320.  That  was  the  sea  wall  ? — Yes,  it  was  washed 
away. 

321.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  mention  ? — 

I see  a great  many  persons  here,  and  I would  not  be 
an  advocate  for  the  extension,  if  in  the  first  place,  I 
thought  we  would  not  confer  on  those  we  were  about 
to  bring  in  advantages,  and  at  the  same  time,  that  we 
were  not  about  to  tax  them,  for  I am  in  a position  to 
show  that  if  the  area  which  I contemplate 

322.  That  is  the  parliamentary  area  ? — No,  the  two 


mile  radius,  and  if  we  took  the  natural  boundaries  Duxoarvah 
through  a great  portion  of  it.  D(C  3li  18;g‘ 

323.  Then  you  don’t  contemplate  following  the  town-  ..  — — 

land  boundaries  1— Well,  to  a great  extent  I would  w(MicW  A- 
follow  townland  boundaries,  but  in  reference  to  the  tax-  " 0n‘V' 

ation  of  the  rural  portion  of  the  electoral  division, 
which  is  marked  on  this  map,  as  might  be  added  to  the 
present  town,  I am  in  a position  to  show  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  district  that  by  being  connected  with  the 
town  they  would  have  a saving  of  8 id.  in  the  pound. 

It  would  be  necessary  for  me  to  give  that  in  figures  for 
they  are  stubborn  things.  The  county  cess  is  3s.  lid., 
but  suppose  these  people  were  in  the  town  what  would 
they  have  to  pay  ? — A Is.  road  rate,  3d.  as  a towns 
improvement  rate,  and  Sid.  half-yearly  as  the  countv- 
at-large  portion  paid  by  the  township  to  the  Grand  Jurv. 
making  in  all  2s.  8 d.  Well,  Is.  8^d.  is  the  countv 
cess  on  the  county,  and  Sid.  is  the  county  cess  on  the 
township  of  Dungarvan,  and  that  leaves  a margin  of 
8^.1.  to  the  benefit  of  those  who  would  be  brought  in, 
instead  of  retaxing  them. 

324.  Assuming,  as  a matter  of  general  policy,  the 
principle  that  where  it  existed  the  electoral  division 
ought  to  be  the  municipal  district  also,  what  would  be 
your  view  as  to  the  adoption  of  the  electoral  division 
as  it  stands  as  the  municipal  district? — I would  not 
have  the  slightest  objection  to  it,  but  the  radius  then 
would  be  considerably  altered,  and  that  is  my  entire 
objection  to  taking  in  entirely  the  electoral  division. 

It  would  add  a mile  and  a half  at  one  side  (on  the 
south),  and  if  you  tax  these  people  you  would  have  the 
same  right  to  go  to  the  other  side.  As  to  one  matter 
that  fell  from  Mr.  Mahony,  he  fell  into  a great  error 
as  to  the  £10,000.  He  maintained  he  could  only 
boirow  £4,000 ; that  is  half  the  valuation,  but  he  will 
find  that,  if  necessary,  instead  of  borrowing  £10,000 
we  could  borrow  £16,000. 

325.  Is  there  anything  further  you  wish  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Commissioners  ? — My  idea  as  to  the  burden 
on  the  ratepayers  is,  that  it  would  be  the  greatest 
possible  advantage  to  the  ratepayers  to  have  the  water 
supply.  They  pay  so  much  a can  for  it,  and  if  they 
only  laid  that  by  it  would  amount  to  more  than  the 
water  rate. 


Mr.  Thomas  O’Connor  examined. 


326.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  a Commissioner  of 
Dungannon? — Yes,  sir. 

327.  How  long  have  you  been  so  ? — For  the  past 
six  years. 

328.  I suppose  you  are  acquainted  with  the  town  ? — 
Indeed  for  my  life. 

329.  You  have  heard  tire  question  under  discussion, 
the  proposal  to  extend,  or  limit,  or  otherwise  alter  the 
boundary  of  the  town ; is  there  any  view  you  wish  to 
put  forward? — I don’t  wish  to  put  myself  under 
examination  at  present;  but  I wish  to  ask  Mr.  Anthony 
a question.  He  said  it  was  in  1863  that  all  the  Com- 
missioner's memorialed  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  tune 
for  an  extension  of  the  borough  and  that  they  were 
unanimous,  I wish  to  ask  him  was  there  a resolution 


to  that  effect  passed  at  that  meeting  where  lie  says  they 
were  unanimous  ? 

330.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Are  you  aware  Mr.  Anthony 
whether  there  was  a resolution  passed  ? 

Mr.  Anthony. — There  was,  hut  I am  not  correct  as 
to  the  year.  I did  not  say  it  was  1863. 

331.  Are  you  aware  that  there  was  a resolution?— 
Yes,  most  decidedly. 

332.  Mr.  O'Connor. — If  there  was,  it  would  be  well 
to  have  that  resolution  produced  and  a copy  of  the 
memorial  presented  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ? 

Mr.  Anthony— I asked  the  Town  Clerk  for  the 
memorial  or  a copy  of  it  and  the  Town  Clerk  referred 
to  the  minutes ; but  there  is  no  record  of  it. 

Mr.  O'Connor. — That  is  what  I wanted  to  say.  for 
that  shows  clearly  there  was  nothing  of  the  sort 


Mr.  T. 
O’Connor. 


Mr.  John  Hunt  examined. 


Sir,  J "bn  Hunt. 


333.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Are  you  a Commissioner? — 
No,  sir. 

334.  You  are  a ratepayer  ? — Yes,  I am  a ratepayer  of 
the  borough  of  Dungarvan  and  I appear  professionally. 

335.  You  are  a solicitor? — Yes,  sir. 

336.  Is  there  anything  you  wish  to  add  to  what  we 
have  heard  on  this  question? — I merely  wish  to  ask 
will  the  people  in  the  district  proposed  to  he  taken  in, 
have  an  opportunity  of  coming  forward  elsewhere  or 
here. 

Mr.  O’Brien. — We  have  already  by  advertisement 


blished  in  every  newspaper  in  Ireland,  without  ex- 
efion  intimated  that  we  should  be  ready  and  anxious 
receive  the  views  of  anybody  who  wished  to  be 
ard  and  if  them  are  any  views  you  wish  to  submit 
bich  yon  am  not  prepared  with  at  present,  if  you  w,ll 
kind  enough  to  put  them  m shape  and  transmit 
em  to  Mr.  Robinson,  secretary,  they  will  receive 
-,ry  attention  In  the  Erst  instance  we  are  oUqgd 
-Sit  personally  every  district  and  to  explain  ss  ter 
we  can  the  object  of  the  inquiry,  and  it  is  after  wi 
,ve  done  that  we  will  have  to  approach  the  question 
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DUKGARVAK. 
Dee.  31, 1878. 
Mr  John  Hunt. 


of  -what  our  decision  is  to  be.  Before  tbat  we  will  be 
most  anxious  to  have  the  view  of  everybody  and  it 
shall  receive  the  fullest  consideration. 

Mr.  Hunt. — Hitherto  all  the  witnesses  examined 
are  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  of  course  it  is  their 
interest  to  extend  the  area,  but  up  to  the  present  there 
lias  been  no  person  examined  who  lives  outside  the 
town. 

Mr.  O’Brien. — If  there  is  anybody  here  from  the 
outside  district  we  will  be  ready  to  hear  him,  but  we 
cannot  coerce  them  to  come  here.  In  the  towns  we 
have  visited  they  have  not  attended  either,  except,  in 
some  instances,  for  example,  several  outside  proprietors 
attended  at  Killarney ; but  wre  can’t  do  more  than  give 
notice,  and  if  anyone  desires  to  tender  himself  we  will 
be  glad  to  hear  him. 

Mr.  Hunt. — Individually  I would  be  one  of  the 
persons  taken  in. 

337.  Mr.  O’Brien. — In  what  part? — In  the  town- 
land  of  Scartore,  in  the  electoral  division  of  Clonea,  if 
the  Parliamentary  borough  is  taken  in. 

338.  But  would  a radius  of  two  miles  take  you  in  ? 
— I don't  think  it  would. 

339.  I think  then  you  may  dismiss  from  your  mind, 
from  the  dimensions  of  the  Parliamentary  boundary, 
any  apprehension  that  the  Parliamentary  borough  will 
be  made  the  municipal  district  ? — That  would  suit  me. 

340.  Would  the  radius  of  two  miles  bring  you  in? 
— It  would  very  near ; it  is  about  two  miles.  ' 

341.  Wouldn’t  you  like  to  be  included? — No,  sir. 

342.  Don’t  you  consider  you  derive  advantages  from 
vour  proximity  to  the  town  which  others  at  a greater 
distance  do  not  possess  ? — I think  it  would  be  a calami- 
tous thing  if  the  roads  were  transferred  from  the  Grand 
Jury  to  the  town. 

343.  But  they  have  been  transferred  already? — 
And  I think  it  would  be  calamitous  if  more  were 
transferred. 

344.  You  would  not  think  it  would  be  better  for 

the  works  that  they  should  be  transferred  ? No ; the 

works  are  very  badly  executed  at  present  in  the  town. 

. 3f5-  And  you  would  not  like  to  extend  the  juris- 
diction ?— No.  I have  often  travelled  with  the  coach 
from  Waterford  to  this  before  the  railway  was  com- 
pleted, and  the  coachman  who  has  brought  the  mail 
from  Waterford  has  frequently  complained  of  the 
bad  state  of  the  roads  the  moment  he  came  within 
the  municipal  boundary  ; so  much  so,  that  he  threat- 
ened  to  complain  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Post  Office. 

346.  Do  you  dispute  the  proposition  that  persons 
within  a given  radius,  say  two  miles,  derive  certain 

advantages  from  their  proximity  to  the  town? I 

thmk  the  town  derives  more  advantages  from  them 

347  But  they  derive  advantages  from  the  town?— 
Veiy  little. 


348.  But  don’t  persons  living  within  two  miles 
derive  more  advantages  than  persons  living  six  or  eight 
miles  away  ? — I don’t  see  that  they  do. 

349 1.  Don’t  their  cMldrsu  attend  school  here  in  con- 
siderable numbers  1—1  think  not.  In  district 
they  ha™  a National  school,  and  from  Abbeyside  they 


come  out  to  my  school.  I don’t  think  there 
advantage.  e 18  *By 

350.  Aren’t  the  lands  more  valuable?— fw  • , 

they  are.  certainly, 

351.  And  don’t  they  get  a ready  market  wi.v 

easy  reach,  for  their  different  descriptions  of  125 
—Yes;  but  I contend  that  the  present  areafo^ 
enough.  "M* 

ci^fyYm  m“k  the  "uIi”s  of  * is 

353.  And  that  the  one-fourth  measures  the  ark-on 

fages  derived  t-rosi  X don’t  see  the  obfc 
the  extension.  J l oi 

354.  You  are  aware  that  the  Parliamentarv  Con, 
mittee  have  been  struck  by  the  fact  that  at  present 
the  areas  of  the  municipal  districts  appear  to  be  reT 
hated  by  no  definite  principle.  Some  are  narrow  ami 
others  include  outlying  districts,  and  the  CommiZ 
considered  that  an  anomalous  state  of  tiling  and 
that ' there  should  be  something  more  definite’  and 
uniform  about  the  boundaries  ?— When  the  prow 
boundary  was  formed  it  was  formed  by  uatm 
boundaries,  such  as  roads  and  streams.  It  forms 
very  natural  boundary,  if  we  may  call  a road  a natural 
boundary.  The  boundary  is  very  well  defined 

355.  You  expressed  a hope  that  people  outside tobM 

have  an  opportunity  of  being  examined.  You  hare 
heard  what  some  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  town  sav 
that  instead  of  being  a benefit  to  them,  extension  fo 
then-  opinion,  would  be  an  injury  ? Yes.  ’ 

356.  Is  there  anything  you  wish  to  add  ?— I know 

that  the  people  about  to  be  taken  in  are  unanimously 
opposed  to  it.  1 

357.  And  if  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  meution 

to  them  that  we  will  he  happy  to  hear  them  on  the 
question,  either  through  you  or  through  themselves, 
and  any  reasons  they  can  urge  against  being  brought 
m ? — Yes,  sir.  6 

358.  Mr.  Anthony.— When  was  it  that  the  roads 
fell  into  this  fearful  state,  and  were  they,  prior  to 
that,  model  roads  ? 

Mi\  Hunt. — I think  tins  conversation  I had  with 
the  coachman  was  a year  and  a half  or  two  years  ago, 
and  the  roads  are  worse  now  than  when  he  spoke  to 
me  about  them. 

359.  Mr.  0 Brien. — Is  there  any  other  gentleman 
wishes  to  give  evidence?  I can  only  repeat  what  I 
said  to  Mr.  Himt,  that  if  anyone  desires  to  submit 
his  views  he  can  do  so  in  writing,  and  we  will  be 
happy  to  consider  them. 


Mr.  Boyle. — I have  looked  into  the  matter,  and  I 
find  that  the  number  of  persons  in  the  present  town- 
ship entitled  to  be  Town  Commissioners  is  83,  and 
the  number  of  persons  qualified  to  vote  211.  The 
number  of  persons  in  that  portion  of  the  Dungarvan 
electoral  division,  without  the  township,  who  would 
be  entitled  to  vote,  is  100;  and  the  number  in  that 
portion  of  the  electoral  division  who  would  be  quali- 
fied to  he  Commissioners  is  about  three  or  four. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 
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SKIBBEREEN— JANUARY  2nd,  1879. 
Before  Mr.  Exham,  q.c. 


Mr.  M'Oarthy  Downing,  m.p.,  examined. 


1 You  are  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners here  ! — I am. 

2 And  have  occupied  that  position  for  some  years  ! 

Yes. 

3 "What  is  the  present  acreahle  area  of  the  town- 
ship' I— I.000  acres  and  28  perches. 

4 And  its  present  valuation — £4,535  5s. — the 
buildings  £3,597  10s.,  and  the  land  £837  15s. 

5 Is°all  the  town  in  the  same  electoral  division! — 

It  is  all  within  the  electoral  division  of  Skibbereen. 

6 Is  it  your  opinion  and  that  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners that  the  boundaries  of  the  town  are  too  small 
and  ou"ht  to  be  extended !— Quite  so.  We  are  quite 
unanimous  upon  that,  and  1 may  add  that  we  originally 
applied  for  a much  larger  township,  and,  without 
knowing  why  it  was  refused,  it  was  refused,  and  the 
present  boundary  was  settled  by  Sir  Eichard  Griffith. 

1 7 At  what  time  were  the  present  bounds  approved 
of!-— In  1861.  , ..  , 

8.  Was  that  the  time  you  adopted  the  provisions  ot 

the  Township  Improvement  Act  of  18541 — Yes.  The  

original  application  would  have  made  it  6,000  acres,  purpose  of  the  thorough  drainage  of  the  town,  th* 
and  the  valuation  over  £6,000.  We  also  applied  that  Board  of  Guardians  bemg  the  sanitary  authority,  anil 
the  Board  should  consist  of  fifteen  Commissioners,  on  the  13th  of  June  last  there  was  a special  meeting 
That  was  also  refused,  and  we  only  got  nine,  and  we  of  the  Guardians,  upon  notice  to  meet  on  that  day 

verv  often  found  it  most  difficult,  in  consequence,  to  fortnight,  to  consider  the  matter 

form  a board.  Five  is  tie  quorum.  20.  Wee  that  in  June  of  lad  year  7-No, » Jane,. 

9 To  what  extent  do  you  and  the  Commissioners  1876.  A special  meeting  was  accordingly  held,  and 
consider  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  increase  the  it  was  largely  attended  by  almost  all  the  ex-officio  and 
boundary  1— ' We  have  considered  tint  very  fully,  and  elected  Guardians  aud  they  considered  the 
are  have'  agreed  lone  since  that  it  should  be  extended  very  maturely,  and  appointed  a committee  of  fire 
to  an  area  comprised  -within  a circle  of  a two  miles  arofficio  and  three  elected  G^^s  to  meetand  con- 
mdius  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  .that  wherever  mder  the  question  and  report  to  a full  ™ 

that  circle  touched  a toivnland,  that  the  whole  of  that  Committee  consisted  of  the  foUoTOg  ■ 

W^il  should  be  incorporated  so  as  to  follow  the  Mr.  Kohinson,  Mr.  John  Limerick,  CoL,  Sonmmde, 


as  far  as  possible,  all  municipal  areas  should  be  in- 
cluded in  the  same  electoral  division  1 — Yes. 

18.  And  our  warrant  directs  that  we  should  take 
especial  care  of  that  as  far  as  possible  ? — That  is  im- 
possible in  our  ease.  It  has  been  for  many  years  a 
suggestion  of  mine,  in  which  Sir  Alfred  Power  agreed 
perfectly,  and  also  the  Marquis  of  Hartington,  than 
the  unit  of  taxation  ought  to  be  the  union  division, 
and  not  the  electoral  division,  and  I think  it  will  come 
to  that  hereafter. 

19.  I presume,  Mr.  Downing,  if  we  send  you  one 
of  the  Ordnance  sheets  on  the  six-ineli  scale,  some  one 
down  here  would  mark  the  present  bounds  of  the  town 
and  the  boundary  you  propose  by  townlands  1 — Ye*. 
In  fact,  we  can  get  you  the  sheet  here  to-day.  Upon 
this  part  of  the  inquiry  I would  like  to  satisfy  you 
that  this  pi-oposed  boundary  meets  not  only  with  die 
unanimous  desire  and  favourable  opinion  of  all  the 
Commissioners,  but  with  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  elected  and  ex-officio  representing  all  in- 
terests. It  became  necessary  to  borrow  £400  for  tin- 


Mr.  Newman,  Mr.  Marmion,  and  myself ; and  Mr. 
Jennings,  and  Mr.  Hennessy,  who  is  present  to-day. 
We  made  our  report,  and  afterwards,  at  a very  large 
board  meeting,  it  was  proposed  by  Col.  Somerville, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  John  Hennessy,  “ That  the  town  - 
lands  mentioned  in  the  resolution  should  be  the  area 
of  taxation  for  the  sewerage  of  the  town  of  Skibbereen, 
the  same  being  a radius  of  two  miles  from  the  centre 
of  the  town,”  That  resolution  was  earned  un- 
animously. I am  therefore  quite  justified  m j»png 
that  you  have  now  the  sanction  of  all  parties  con- 
cerned to  this  radius  of  two  miles. 

91  How  many  persons  would  come  in  as  voters  m 
the  town  under  that  extended  boimdaxy^bout  how 
many  1— Well,  I have  considered  that,  and  I think  I 

14.  How  much  of  what  you  propose  to  take  in  am ^ but  some  very  few  are 

would  be  in  another  electoral  division ? — There  would  larg  n tut  wou]d  give  them  a vote,  but 


townland  boundary. 

10.  What  would  be  the  acreable  extent  of  that  ? — 
The  acreable  extent,  if  it  was  increased  to  what  we 
propose,  would  be  9,899  aores. 

11.  Would  that  be  in  addition  to  the  present!— No. 
The  whole  then  would  be  9,899  acres,  and  the  valua- 
tion would  be  £9,192. 

12.  How  much  of  that  would  be  lands,  and  how 
much  buildings  !— The  buildings  would  remain  as  at 
present — £3,967  10s.— and  the  remainder  would  be 
made  up  in  land. 

13.  Would  the  whole  of  the  proposed  extension  be 
in  the  same  electoral  division !— No,  it  would  not, 
because  our  electoral  division  forms  a most  irregular 
and  a most  extraordinary  division. 


present  ojuuuarou  — . . 

Division  6,627  acres;  in  the  Cloughdoimell  Electoral  ynu  nr.y say  V Uemeil.s  re  retie; 

Division,  1,018  acres;  in  tire  C.stteto™  Electoral  Ifyou  like  I 

Division  (North),  1,274  acres;  in  the  Kiileenleagh  ml— Agooumany 


would  be  in  another  electoral  division  ‘ — mere  wo uiu  valuation  that  would  give  t 

be  out  of  that  in  the  present  SMhbereen  deetord 

gentlemen’s  real 
If  you  like  I will  give  you  the 

Elected  Kh* mi,  332  ‘acres ; hr  the  Woodfort  Bee-  ““f-  . . neoe^v.  Are  they  gentlemen  of 

toral  Division,  560  acres  ; in  the  Aughadown  (North)  ■ should  say  there  would  he  about  ten 

Electoral  Division,  86  acres.  That  shows  you  how  Pr0P®  ^ , -Jenceg  taken  in. 

irregular  the  Eleotorel  Division  of  Sliblereen  is.  It  ge^emmii  ^ k opinion  01 ^ymtr 

nine  in  one  direction  font  or  five  miles,  and  jn  another  tt.ipcmmlsdmore,  ss  far  as  you  know,  do  the 
part  comes  within  a mile  of  the  town.  10  . ,,,  -within  this  extended  area  as  proposed. 

16.  Do  you  and  the  Commissioners  think  teat  by  people  th«  ^^tagee  from  their  proximity  to 

confining  the  extension  to  the  Skibbereen  Elector^  derive  exceptioimi^  ^ ^ fairly  mdudedm 

Division  alone  that  would  be  sufficient!  We  thm  A -j In  my  opinion,  the  farmers  who  make 

not,  because  then  you  would  have  portions  of  the  marfcet  town  derive  more  benefit  and 

electoral  division  far  more  distant  from  the  town  from  the  proper  keeping  up  and  light- 

paying  our  tax,  whereas  a portion  of  another  electora  town  than  its  own  inhabitants.  No  , 

division  much  nearer  to  the  town  would  escape.  S very  extraordinary,  but  I think 

17.  I presume  you  are  aware  that  the  House  o ™ ^ PP  Before  we  had  the  town,  I may 

Commons  Select  Committee  have  recommended  that,  jusniy  M 2 


'KIBBEBEKf. 

Jan.  1,  Hit. 


r.  81‘Carlhy 
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Skibberexs.  fully  lit,  with  forty  lamps  as  it  is  now,  the  farmers  did 
Jan.  2, 1879.  not  use  the  town  so  much,  particularly  after  dark,  as 
Mr.  McCarthy  tbe7  no'Y  t*°'  Tlie7  now  come  frequently  into  the  town, 
Downing,  m.p.  and  particularly  in  the  winter  after  dark,  and  do  their 
business,  and  they  are  frequently  seen  in  the  town  at 
ten  and  eleven  o’clock  at  night.  I therefore  think 
that,  as  far  as  the  lighting  of  the  town  is  concerned, 
they  derive  more  advantage  from  that  than  the  people 
living  in  the  town. 

25.  And  have  they  all  the  advantage  of  selling  in 
the  town  the  produce  of  their  farms  ? — Yes,  they  have 
all  the  advantages  of  a fair  green  and  market,  and  be- 
fore those  were  established  they  used  to  sell  their  dairy 
produce,  and  such  like,  at  a place  culled  the  Khyher 
Pass,  it  was  so  narrow.  We  have  a butter  market  for 
them  now — of  course  they  pay  for  the  weighing  of  the 
butter — and  it  is  a great  advantage  to  us,  but  it  is  a 
still  greater  advantage  to  them,  for  they  are  perfectly 
safe  in  having  then-  butter  weighed  there,  and  all  that 
kind  of  thing. 

26.  In  the  area  you  propose  how  much  of  the  rail- 
way would  be  taken  ini — It  will  go  up  about  to  the 
bridge — about  an  extra  mile  of  the  railway. 

27.  As  far  as  you  know  do  the  inhabitants  within 
this  increased  district  object  to  be  taken  in? — 1 
should  say  that  1 have  given  you  the  strongest  proof 
that  they  do  not,  because  the  ex  officio  and  the  elected 
guardians  of  those  places  voted  for  it. 

28.  What  would  be  the  increase  in  population  by 
the  proposed  extension  1— Well,  I consider  that  the 
increase  in  population  would  be  about  500.  Indeed, 
I think  I am  under  the  number  in  that  calculation. 

29.  What  is  the  population  at  present.? — The  popu- 
lation is  3,790  now,  but  with  the  increased  area  it 
would  be  about  4,300. 

30.  Would  this  proposed  boundary  bring  in  the 
workhouse  ? — Yes. 

31.  Is  it  in  it  at  present  ?— Not  at  all.  It  does  not 
go  so  far.  I could  throw  a ball  from  my  house,  which 
is  in  the  town,  to  the  workhouse  wall,  which  is  not  in 
the  town. 


32.  Have  you  and  the  Commissioners  considered 

if  this  increased  area  is  approved  of— the  question  of 
taking  up  the  management  of  the  roads  of  the  town  ? 
— Certainly,  we  have. 

33.  Would  it,  in  your  opinion,  be  desirable  that  the 
Commissioners  should  get  the  control  of  the  roads?— 
In  my  opinion  it  would  be  one  of  the  principal  ad- 
vantages. 


34.  Is  tiiat  opinion  shared  in,  as  far  as  you  know, 
by  your  brother  Commissioners? — By  everyone  of 
them.  It  would  throw,  certainly,  a great  deal  of  in- 
creased trouble  and  responsibility  on  the  Commis- 
sioners, but  they  are  willing  to  undertake  it. 

35.  Do  you  think  it  would  increase  the  expenditure 
of  the  townspeople?— I think  it  would  save  them 
considerably.  I have  made  a calculation  upon  that. 

. .•  ” 0l“c‘-  work  be  more  efficiently  done  in  vour 
opinion  ? — Beyond  all  question.  J 

37.  In  considering  the  question  have  you  considered 

the  question  of  the  bridges  in  the  town  ? — I have.  My 
opinion  is  that  if  we  took  up  the  roads  we  ought  to 
take  our  share  of  wliat  are  called  “ county-at-large  ” 
charges  The  bridges  would  be  a “ county-at-large” 
charge,  because  at  present  for  a bridge  a barony  only 
pays  a fourth  of  the  proportion  of  the  cost  of  the 
aBrd+,thc1  count7  pays  the  remaining  three- 
fourths  I think  a great  many  of  the  witnesses  who 
aE?ean  been  examined  before  you  and  the 

other  Commissioners,  as  1 see  their  evidence  reported 
in  the  public  papers,  have  altogether  mistaken  the 
bearings  of  the  question,  or  do  not  understand  how 
the  Grand  Jury  kws  operate.  I have  made  a calcu- 
lation on  the  subject,  which  I am  anxious  to  give  you, 
because  I think  it  is  accurate.  J 

3S.  I stall  be  very  glad  to  have  that,  because  I re- 

W “ "°St  present  the 

streets  of  our  to  »n  are  maintained  by  the  Grand  Jury, 
and  Hie  costs  of  keeping  np  H,e  roads  of  the  tovm 
amounts  to  £122  a year.  1,056  perehes  are  maintained 


at  a cost  of  Is.  2} d.  per  perch.  Yon  tvill  see  dime, 
the  object  I have  m giving  yon  the  distances  i* 
perches  are  mnmtamed  at  a cost  of  6s.  per  mrcli'  Ti 
reason  of  the  difference  is  that  the  196  perches 
mail-coach  road  over  wlnV.li  ....  . _ 16 a 


mail-coach  road  over  which  the  mails  are  cairkd  j 
consequently  half  of  that  is  paid  by  the  county  TV 
are  six  mam  roads  coming  into  the  town,  and  I take  V 
that  if  we  have  these  six  roads  to  keep  up  in  the 
creased  township  that  would  be  twelve  miles  I h 
taken  the  cost  at  the  present  contracts  for  the  keciv! 
up  of  these  roads,  and  they  cost  £490  a year  n ° 
vary  as  to  the  cost  per  perch,  but  I have  taken  2 
whole.  Then  there  are  several  small  roads— by-road* 
—and  they  are  maintained  at  4c/.  and  Gd.  a ,)ercv 
at  a cost  in  the  whole  of  £110  a year.  That  would 
make  £600  a year  for  maintaining  the  roads  that  we 
would  have  within  this  two  mile  radius.  Then  I take 
the  proportion  of  the  “ county-at-large”  cess— the  very 
point  we  are  coming  to. 

39.  That  includes  the  gaol,  prisons,  and  everythin"? 
—Yes,  all  “ county-at-large”  charges.  The  proportion 
of  the  “ county-at-large”  rates  upon  the  barony  in 
which  we  are  now  sitting  amount  to  within  a fraction 
of  £1,000.  I put  it  down  at  £1,000  as  it  is  within  a 
fraction  of  it.  Our  valuation  within  the  two-mile 
radius  would  be  one-fifth  of  the  whole  valuation  of  the 
barony,  and  I add  that  £200  to  the  £600,  and  that 
would  be  £800  a year.  That  would  be  our  responsi- 
bility in  every  possible  way  you  could  look  at  it.  Then 
I have  taken  the  county  rates  that  we  have  paid  upon 
the  average  of  five  years.  The  amounts  for  maintain- 
ing the  roads  and  “ county-at-large”  charges  alone,  for 
1 have  put  malicious  injuries  and  that  sort  of  thin" 
out  of  the  question,  to  Is.  10c l in  the  pound.  Is.  lol 
ic  the  pound  upon  a valuation  of  £9,200,  which  would 
be  the  valuation  of  our  extended  township,  would  be 
£843,  so  that  there  would  be  very  little  one  way  or 
other,  so  far  as  that  calculation  goes.  But  I take  itfor 
granted  that  I am  quite  under  the  mark  when  I say 
that  if  we  had  the  maintaining  of  the  roads  we  would 
do  it  for  at  least  20  per  cent,  less  than  that  work  is 
done  for  now.  T am  certain  I am  not  uuder  or  over 
the  mark  in  my  calculation.  At  present  there  are  ten 
contractors,  all  of  whom  have  taken  the  contracts  to 
make  money,  whereas  if  we  had  the  work  under  our 
conti  ol  we  would  try  to  save  every  farthing  we  could, 
and  I take  it  wo  could  save  one-fifth  off  the  £800,  and 
that  would  reduce  it  to  £640,  while  a Is.  6 d.  rate  in 
the  pound  would  make  £690,  so  that  we  would  save 
4</.  in  the  pound,  according  to  my  calculation,  to  the 
ratepayers,  and  have  about  £50  a year  to  the  good. 

40.  In  this  calculation  of  yours  you  have  consi- 
dered the  case  of  persons  occupying  arable  land  that 
would  be  brought  within  your  proposed  area  At 
present  they  ai-e  paying  Is.  IOcZ.  in  the  pound 
county  cess.  Under  the  6 2nd  section  of  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act  of  1854,  arable  lands,  ic.,  only  pay 
one-fourth  of  ' the  improvement  rate — wbat  do 
you  propose  with  regard  to  that  1 If  they  were  to 
pay  for  keeping  the  roads  in  repair  on  the  same  scale 
if  they  were  brought  within  the  proposed  area,  would 
they  not  escape  a considerable  amount  of  taxation  ? — 
Not  at  all ; for  I contemplate  their  paying  the  full 
rate  for  maintaining  the  roads,  because  they  would  bo 
relieved  of  the  Grand  Jury  cess. 

41.  What  would  be  your  view  with  regal’d  to  the 
taxation  of  the  persons  occupying  the  arable  land  that 
you  propose  to  bring  in  1 — So  far  as  maintaining  the. 
roads  in  proper  condition,  I think  they  should  pay 
what  the  people  occupying  houses  in  the  town  have 
to  pay  at  present ; and  I consider  that  they  should 
pay  to  the  town  the  same  roacl  rate  as  they  at  present 
pay  to  the  Grand  Jury  for  keeping  the  roads  in 
repair. 

42.  I conceive  you  would  save  money  for  them  by 
your  proposal,  because  you  save  them  4 d.  in  the  pound 
on  them  county  cess,  and  their  share  of  about  £50  a 
year  besides,  even  though  according  to  your  view  they 
should  get  no  benefit,  so  far  as  the  county  cess  is  con- 
cerned, from  being  brought  into  the  town,  but  I wish 
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to  know  your  views  with  regard  to  the  portion  of  the 
Towns  Improvement  rate  they  should  pay1? — That 
would  be  quite  a different  thing.  In  my  opinion  that 
should  remain  as  it  is. 

43.  Is  it  your  view,  then,  that  there  should  be  a 
differential  rate,  and,  if  so,  wl  tat  should  that  be  ? — A dif- 
ferential one  certainly  ; but  I always  considered  one- 
fourth  too  small  a proportion  to  be  paid  by  the 
occupiers  of  arable  land,  &c.,  within  a township. 

44.  Is  it,  then,  your  opinion  that  their  proximity  to 
the  town,  and  the  use  they  make  of  it,  makes  their 
land  so  much  more  valuable  that  they  should  fairly 
pay  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  rates  to  be  levied  under 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act? — Certainly ; surd  there 
are  arable  lands  outside  the  town  paying  .£4  au  acre, 
within  even  a stone’s  throw  of  my  house. 

45.  If  the  same  quality  of  land  was  three  or  four 
miles  off',  would  the  tenant  pay  so  much  for  it? — Cer- 
tainly not.  There  is  one  man  in  the  town  who  pays 
the  full  rate  on  Iris  house,  and  on  part  of  his  land  he 
only  pays  one-fourtli. 

46.  I would  be  very  glad  if  you  have  considered 
the  matter,  to  have  your  opinion  as  to  what  would  be 
a fair  differential  rating  to  be  paid  by  the  persons 
living  within  this  extended  area? — I consider  that 
they  should  fairly  pay  one-lialf  the  improvement  rate, 
and  the  full  road  rate.  I am  speaking  very  much 
against  myself,  because,  as  all  the  gentlemen  present 
know,  I have  a place  called  Lorriga,  on  which  there 
is  a large  house,  and  another  place  next  to  it — they 
will  be  all  brought  in  by  the  extended  area.  There 
are  others  as  well  as  myself  in  the  same  position ; for 
instance,  Mr.  M'Carthy,  a Town  Commissioner, 
whose  house  and  yard  are  in  the  town,  and  his  land, 
which  is  outside  it,  will  be  brought  within  the  muni- 
cipal area,  if  extended  as  proposed. 

47.  I suppose  you  are  aware  that  liy  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  last  year-,  so  far  as  arable  lands  in  a 
township,  which  is  an  Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  ai*e 
concerned,  they  pay  only  one-fourth  of  the  sanitary 
rate,  but  that  if  they  are  outside,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary 
District,  that  provision  does  not  apply  ? — No. 

48.  Wliat  would  be  your  view  with  regard  to  those 
within  the  area — how  would  you  deal  with  them  as 
regards  the  sanitary  rate  ? — Do  I understand  you  to 
say  that  under  the  Public  Health  Act  of  last  year  the 
arable  land  only  pays  one-fourth  ? 

49.  Yes,  where  it  is  within  an  Urban  Sanitary 
Authority,  but  not  where  it  is  under  the  Rural  Sani- 
tary Authority.  I was  dealing  with  this  question 
with  regard  to  your  becoming  the  Urban  Sanitary 
Authoiity.  Probably  I should  have  asked  that  first. 
What  is  your  view  with  regard  to  that? — I consider 
it  would  be  desirable  that  we  should  become  the  Urban 
Sanitary  Authority. 

50.  Suppose  you  were  to  become  the  Urban  Sani- 
tary Authority,  what  would  be  your  view  with  regard 
to  the  sanitary  rate  which  the  occupiers  of  arable 
land  in  the  increased  district  should  pay ; as  the  law 
is,  they  would  only  pay  one-fourth  if  you  were  the 
Urban  Sanitary  Authority? — In  my  opinion  they 
should  pay  for  anything  done  in  the  town  in  the  same 
way — that  is,  a moiety,  by  way  of  a differential  rate. 
I think  I told  you  before  that  I was  the  person  who 
bad  towns  under  6,000  inhabitants  exempted,  and  I 
did  that  after  consideration,  because  I think  it  would 
be  ruinous  to  a town  like  this,  as  it  at  present  stands, 
if  it  were  to  be  obliged  to  bear  all  the  expense  under 
the  Sanitary  Board.  It  would  be  utterly  ruinous  to 
the  inhabitants.  Of  course,  if  we  got  this  extended 
boundary,  we  would,  as  a matter  of  course,  become 
the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority.  We  would  apply  for 
power  to  do  so. 

51.  You  know  you  have  power? — Yes. 

52.  And  would  it  be  your  idea,  then,  that  the  town- 

ship would  apply  for  it? — Clearly;  and  I gave  that 
evidence  before,  on  the  former  Commission.  • 

53.  And  that  the  occupiers  of  land  in  the  extended 
district  should  pay  one-half  of  the  sanitary  rate 
instead  of  one-fourtli,  under  the  law  as  it  stands  at 
present  ? — Yes. 


54.  It  was  suggested  in  other  places  to  my  col-  skibbebek. 

leagues  and  myself  that  if  the  persons  in  the  outside  Jan.  i,  is;». 
district  were  brought  in,  they  would  require  to  get  — — 

water  and  light  Is  it  your  opinion  that  they  would 

ask  for  those  conveniences  or  should  be  entitled  to 
them,  particularly  when  you  think  they  should  only 
pay  half  rates  on  their  valuation? — In  my  opinion 
they  would  not  be  entitled  to  them ; and  as  regards 
water,  they  have  plenty  of  that  in  the  country ; anti  as 
regards  the  lighting,  they  only  want  it  when  they  come 
into  the  market  town  on  fair  days,  and  that  sort  of 
tiring.  They  will  never  look  for  them , as  far  as  I know. 

55.  How  many  towulands  would  be  taken  in  by  this 
proposed  boundary  ? — Thirty -seven.  They  are  all  in 
the  Skibliereen  Union,  anil  the  electoral  divisions  in 
which  they  are  comprised,  and  their  gross  acreage  anil 
valuation  will  be  found  in  the  following  table : — 


Electoral  Dlvtioiu. 

No.  of  I 
Townland. 1 

“ 1 

Vultuti 

Skibliereen,  . 

24  ' if,«2r 

*.  if 

Clouglitltmnell, 

4 i l,OtS 

2i> 

■I 

Castle  riavOD,  Norih,  . 

Killcenleagli, 

1 ! 332 

0 19 

0 

Wooilfort, 

1 ofill 

fl  37  ! 

216 

Augluulown,  North, 

i : ee 

3 34  : 

31 

0 

Total, 

J !>,83U 

3 30  . 

8,942 

0 

The  workhouse  is  outside  the  boundary,  but  the  gas 
company  have  extended  the  light  there,  and  for  that, 
of  course,  they  pay.  1 am  very  much  disappointed 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  did  not  get  what  we 
were  promised,  namely,  full  power  to  enable  the  town- 
ship to  be  relieved  from  the  Grand  Jury,  and  to  have 
their  own  taxation  for  the  roads.  I know  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  power  to  do  it,  but  I say  that 
power  is  to  some  degree  restricted,  because  they  are 
obliged  to  make  a special  report  upon  it  Up  to  the 
present  you  see  bow  unreasonable  tlie  law  was.  There 
were  four  towns  that  went  through  all  the  formalities 
to  enable  them  to  get  the  management  of  the  roads, 
and  they  held  meetings  and  went  to  ex[tense,  and  those 
four  towns  applied  to  be  released  from  connexion  with 
the  Grand  Jury,  and  when  they  went  liefore  the  Grand 
Juries  they  all  refused  their  consent 

56.  Yes,  and  I believe  the  only  town  in  which  they 
succeeded  was  Wextord  ?— -Yes.  At  Queenstown  they 
got  a special  Act.  In  this  township  we  get  from  the 
Grand  Jury  .£122  a year  for  maintaining  the  streets, 
while  we  pay  them  £400  a year,  and  if  we  apply  for  a 
flag  that  is  broken  it  is  most  humiliating  to  ask  font. 

57.  In  the  calculation  you  have  made  about  the  cost 
of  the  roads,  -have  you  taken  into  account  the  cost  of 
maintaining  the  roads  and  the  cost  of  employing  au 
efficient  officer  to  superintend  their  repair !— -1  have, 
certainly.  What  I regard  as  to  the  way  in  which  the 
roads  should  be  kept  is  very  different  from  the  way  in 
which  they  are  kept  now.  Mr.  Hennessey,  one  of  the 
Commissioners,  wishes  l should  mention  that  we  have 
had  only  two  rates  in  five  years.  The  rates  of  the 
last  five"  years  have  been  as  follows 

Municipal.  Poor  Law. 


County  Cos. 
t.  d. 

I Ui 
! 01 


1874, 

1875, 

1876, 

1877, 

1878, 

Mr  Sheehy  desires  me  to  mention  that  if  we  bad  the 
powers  of  the  Grand  Jury  transferred  to  us,  that  ^ 
we  were  separated  from  them,  we  could  aud  would  carr> 
out  many  improvements  winch  we  have  a right  to,  but 
at  present  we  have  to  apply  to  the  Presentment  ^ 
sions  and  are  often  refused,  and  not  onlyarewerefu^l, 
but  what  we  have  to  experience  is  positively  humiliat- 
es. In  your  opinion  how  many  Town  Commoners 
should  there  be?— Even  as  we  are  die  ou^it 

to  be  at  least  eleven,  but  if  we  are  increased  ri  must  be 

fifteen,  I take  for  granted,  because  we  will  hav  e a 1 argt 
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Skibberbzk.  number  from  the  outside  who  will  be  eligible,  and 
Jan.  j,  18T9.  sometimes  it  is  as  well  to  have  a little  new  blood  on 
Mr  M^Carth  Board.  We  are  often  obliged  to  sit  here  for  an 

Downing*M.r!  ^our  to  collect  in  a sufficient  number  of  the  Board  to 
form  a quorum,  in  consequence  of  the  small  number  of 
members. 

59.  May  I take  it  that  that  you  are  authorized  to 
state  to  me  the  opinions  of  all  the  other  Commis 
sioners  1 — Yes,  all  the  nine  Commissioner's,  and  they 
are  now  present.  I wish  to  say  that  in  my  calculation, 
as  to  the  debtor  and  creditor  account  in  respect  of  the 
roads  of  the  town,  I have  allowed  a fair  margin  for  the 
county-at-large  charges.  A very  important  thing  I 
wish  to  add  is  this  : We  would  be  in  a position  to 
correct  such  a state  of  things  as  this.  When  the  pre- 
sentment sessions  upon  two  occasions  refused  to  allow 


a sufficient  sum  for  the  maintenance  of  the  stre 
what  was  the  consequence?  There  was  no  conW 
The  town  then  became  in  such  a state,  that  we 
obliged  to  apply  to  the  Post  Office,  and  they  sent  dovm 
and  took  up  the  road  at  double  the  expense  If  ^ 
thing  occurs  between  one  assizes  and  another  there"'7 
no  means  of  rectifying  it.  As  the  frost  came  on  ther* 
were  several  holes  in  the  road,  and  1 sent  for  a con 
tractor  and  said  to  him,  “At  whatever  the  expense 
repair  the  road  where  necessary,  because  otherwise 
there  will  be  an  accident,”  and  he  did  so,  and  by  that 
means,  no  doubt,  an  accident  was  averted.  There  is 
no  power  between  one  assizes  and  another  for  anybody 
to  do  anything  in  a case  of  sudden  emergency,  except- 
ing the  giving  of  a “ sudden  breach  " order,  which  I 
believe,  is  very  often  abused.  ’ 


Mr.  Florence 
M'Carthy. 


Mr.  Florence  M'Carthy  examined. 


60.  You  are  a Town  Commissioner  here  ? — I am. 

61.  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  statement? — The 
only  tiling  I wish  to  say  is  that  I am  one  of  those  who 
will  be  brought  in  under  the  extension  we  ask  for,  and 
which  we  hope  will  be  granted. 

62.  That  is  as  far  as  your  land  is  concerned  ? — Yes. 

63.  So  far  as  your  house  is  concerned,  you  are  in 
already  ? — Yes. 

64.  What  quantity  of  land  have  yon  ? — Not  very 


much.  But  there  is  one  significant  fact  which  I would 
like  to  put  before  you.  This  inquiry  has  been  publicly 
advertised  in  the  Cork  papers,  so  that  there  is  no  per- 
son who  is  not  aware  of  it,  and  there  is  not  one  single 
person  here  to  oppose  it,  although  there  will  be  ten 
gentlemen’s  houses  which  will  be  brought  in.  That  is 
all  I wish  to  say.  The  butter-market,  where  all  the 
country  butter  is  sold,  pays  for  the  lighting  of  the  town. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


YOUGJIAU 

Jan.  2, 1S79 


Mr.  J.  O'Shea 


YOUGHAL — JANUARY  2nd,  1879. 
Before  W.  P.  O’Brien,  l.g,i.,  and  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e. 
Mr.  J ohn  O’Shea  examined. 


1.  You  are  clerk  to  the  Town  Commissioners  ? 


2.  How  long  have  you  been 
1871. 


in  office  ? — Since  April, 


3.  This  town  is  constituted,  I believe,  under  the  9th 
George  TV.  ? — Yes. 

A.  How  long  has  it  been  placed  under  that  Act  ? 

Since  the  Reform  Bill — since  ’32. 

5.  Then  it  has  never  been  sought  here  to  place  it 
under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ?— Well,  yes,  it 
was  brought  before  the  Commissioners,  but  although 
the  question  was  often  discussed  it  was  never  settled 
by  a resolution. 

6.  What  is  the  municipal  area  of  Youghal  ? 342 

acres. 

7.  Statute  acres?— Yes;  341  acres  are  within  the 
municipal  boundary. 

8.  And  what  is  the  valuation?— £7,41 5 10s. 

9.  You  say  the  municipal  area  comprises  342  acres 
and  that  the  valuation  is  £7,415  10s.?— Well,  the 
valuation  is  not  exactly  that — there  is  a sum  of  £134 
in  respect  of  Commissioners’  property,  for  which  the 
Commissioners  charge  no  taxation,  and  that  reduces 
it  to  £7,285. 


10.  That  is  the  present  valuation? — Yes. 

11.  I think  the  return  I got  last  year  from  the  Valu- 
ation Office  for  the  purpose  of  my  report,  gave  the 
valuation  as  £9,011  ?_That,  sir,  is  for  the  Parliament- 
ary boundary. 

12.  What  is  the  area  of  the  Parliamentary  bound- 

ary?— The  area  of  the  Parliamentary  boundary  is 
504  acres.  J 

13.  Then  the  figures  you  gave  just  now  are  appli- 
cable to  the  municipal  boundary? Yes. 

14.  Is  the  town  divided  into  wards? — No;  and 
with  reference  to  the  valuation,  I wish  just  to  mention 
that  it  is  divided  into  three  classes.  First  there  are 
68  persons  valued  at  £3,594  15a,  at  la  in  the  pound  • 
secondly,  13S  persons,  £2,535  5*.,  at  9 d.  in  the  pound  • 
and  thirdly,  121  persons,  £1,285  10a,  at  6d.  in  the 
pound. 


. There  is,  in  fact,  a graduated  scale  prescribed  bv 
Act  of  George  IY.  ? — Yes  J 


16.  Is  the  town  divided  into  wards  for  municipal 
purposes  ? — No. 

17.  Nor  for  Poor  Law  purposes? — No. 

_ 18.  What  are  the  purposes  to  which  the  Commis- 
sioners apply  their  funds  ? — The  borough  tax  is  applied 
to  cleansing  and  lighting. 

19.  How  is  the  lighting  provided  for — is  it  done  by 
the  Town  Commissioners,  or  is  it  done  by  contract?— 
They  manufacture  the  gas  themselves. 

20.  What  is  about  the  annual  expenditure  at 
present  ? — It  is,  including  everything,  about  £2,200. 

21.  And  the  revenue  (—  About  the  same. 

22.  How  is  your  income  derived — is  it  from  rates, 
or  is  it  from  any  other  sources  of  income  ? — Yes ; we 
have  rent,  £462 ; borough  cess,  £300  ; harbour  dues 
— last  year  it  was  £120,  but  now  the  Commissioners 
have  done  away  with  it — the  harbour  order  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  of  October;  then  there  is  ferry 
returns,  about  £100  a year. 

23.  What  is  the  total  amount  of  your  income? — 
About  £2,200. 

24.  Now,  have  the  rates  been  made  up  to  the  full 
extent  of  your  powers  ? — Yes. 

25.  And  it  has  been  found  necessary  that  that 
should  be  so  ? — Yes. 

26.  With  your  other  sources  of  income,  have  these 
rates  proved  sufficient  for  the  purposes  the  Commis- 
sioners had  to  provide  for? — Well,  yes;  I may  say 
they  would,  with  the  exception  of  this,  that  perhaps 
there  was  a lot  of  money  borrowed,  and  they  have  to 
pay  the  interest  on  that.  There  was  £3,300  on  which 
they  pay  five  per  cent. 

27.  Then,  may  we  take  it  that  it  has  not  proved 
quite  sufficient  for  all  purposes  ? — Well,  it  would,  with 
the  exception  I say,  and  that  sometimes  they  enter 
into  large  works. 

28.  But  take  say  the  last  five  years,  have  the  sums 
derived  as  income  proved  sufficient  for  all  purposes? 
—Well,  yes. 

29.  In  every  instance  ? — Yes. 

30.  Have  you  had  to  leave  any  works  unprovided 
for  by  reason  of  limiting  your  rate,  owing  to  this 
limit— have  any  works  been  obliged  to  be  left  un- 
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ffectecl  which  the  Commissioners  would  otherwise  like 
to  carry  out! — There  was  a market  to  he  built — a 
market'iu  the  market  square  adjacent  to  it,  and  that 
vas  not  earned  out.  There  was  not  sufficient  money 
to  carry  out  that  work. 

31  "Was  there  any  other  undertaking  that  fell 
through  for  the  same  reason  that  you  know  of? — Yes ; 
there  was  the  sewerage. 

32.  The  sewerage  of  the  town  1 — Yes. 

33.  Left  unprovided  for? — Yes. 

3L  You  are  not  the  sanitary  authority  ! — No  ; but 
we  have  petitioned  the  Local  Government  Board  ou  the 
matter.  . 

35.  For  sanitary  pui-poses  the  town  merges  m the 
Board  of  Guardians,  I believe  ? — Yes. 

3G.  The  Commissioners  are  aware  that  under  the 
seventh  section  of  last  session’s  Public  Health  Act, 
the  power  is  now  conferred  on  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  transfer  the  sanitary  control,  irrespective  of 
the  population,  from  the  rural  sanitary  authority  to 
the  Town  Commissioners,  and  make  them  the  urban 
sanitary  authority  ? — As  a body  they  are  aware  of  it. 

36.  And  I understand  you  to  say  steps  have  been 
taken  by  the  Town  Commissioners  to  obtain  this 
transfer  1 — Yes  ; they  passed  a resolution,  on  which  a 
petition  was  grounded,  and  sent  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  transfer. 

37.  Has  any  answer  to  that  petition  been  received  ? 
—An  answer  was  received  stating  that  they  would 
receive  objections  up  to  the  2Sth  of  September.  Since 
then  we  have  beard  nothing,  and  we  expect  a Provi- 
sional Order  down. 

3S.  Have  the  Board  of  Guardians  expressed  any 
opinion  in  favour  of  this  proposed  transfer,  or  have 
thev  expressed  any  opinion  in  opposition  to  it '? — Yes ; 
they  passed  a resolution,  and  the  Local  Government 
Board  was  in  possession  of  it. 

39.  Was  it  favourable  ? — Yes  ; it  was  in  favour  of  it. 

40.  So  that  the  two  bodies  are  united  on  the  sub- 
ject?— Yes. 

41.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  present  muni- 
cipal district  of  Youghal  ?— The  electoral  division  of 
Youghal. 

42.  In  what  townland  does  the  town  itself  stand? — 
It  is  in  Youghal. 

43.  Mr.  O’Brien. — The  municipal  district  does  not 
include  the  entire  of  what  is  called  Foughal  townland  ? 
—No. 

44.  It  does  not  extend  into  two  townlands  ? — No. 

45.  What  is  the  area  of  the  electoral  division  of 
Youghal  ? — I think  the  area  is  5,660  acres. 

46.  And  what  is  the  valuation? — The  valuation  is 
£16,621  I Os. 

47.  Now,  as  to  the  municipal  radius,  taking  the 
centre  of  the  town  as  a starting  point,  what  is  it  ? — 
It  is — taking  the  clock  tower  as  a centre — it  is  not 
quite  half  a mile  on  any  side. 

48.  How  far  does  it  extend  to  the  north  1 — Scarcely 
half  a mile  to  the  north. 

49.  How  far  to  the  south  ? — Not  as  far  ; not  quite 
half  a mile. 

50.  How  far — would  yon  say  it  is  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a mile? — I would  say  about  a short  half  mile. 

Mr.  Hodnett. — This  is  the  index  map  on  which  it 
should  be  shown.  It  shows  the  present  municipal 
Hants.  It  was  for  the  town  survey  that  map  was  made. 

51.  Mr.  Cotton. — Has  the  town  survey  been  pub- 
lished ? — Yes  ; the  town  survey  of  Youghal  has  been 
published.  It  would  be  very  large.  Some  portions 
of  it  were  got  for  a special  purpose.  The  red  line 
marks  the  limits  of  the  municipal  boundary. . 

52.  Mr.  O’Brien. — What  about  the  west  side — how 
far  does  it  extend  on  the  west  side? — Not  a rood. 

53.  And  on  the  east? — Nothing  on  the  east.  There 
is  water  on  that  side. 

54.,  Are  there  any  arable  lands  included  in  tbe  muni- 
cipal district? — W ell,  no. 

55.  Were  yon  connected  with  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners since  it  was  under  the  Act? — No;  and  only  for 
about  eighteen  years. 
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56.  You  have  no  means  of  knowing  upon  what  Yocchal. 

principle  the  present  boundaries  were  established  or  Jan.  2,  ists. 
determined  on  ? — No.  — ; 

57.  Now,  Mr.  O’Shea,  has  the  question  of  extend-  3fr- ,T- 0 Shei 
mg  or  limiting  the  boundary,  or  of  otherwise  altering 

it,  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners ? — Yes. 

58.  Was  there  a special  meeting  convened  to  con- 
sider the  question? — Yes. 

59.  How  many  members  have  yon  1 — Twenty-one. 

GO.  How  many  were  present? — I think  nine. 

61.  What  was  the  date  of  that  meeting  ? — December 
the  5th. 

62.  Well,  now,  did  they  come  to  any  formal  resolu- 
tion on  that  occasion?— Yes,  it  was  resolved  that  the 
answers  to  the  queries  sent  to  us,  prepared  by  Mr. 

Hodnett  and  submitted  to  the  Board,  be  adopted,  and 
that  the  clerk  be  directed  to  forward  same  to  the 
Municipal  Boundaries  Commissioners. 

63.  Was  that  agreed  to  unanimously ! — Yes  : there 
was  one  dissentient. 

64.  Who  was  that  ? — Mr.  Long. 

65.  That  resolution — adopted  by  eight  to  one — is 
tliat  embodied  in  or  comprised  in  the  answer  seven  to 
the  queries  we  forwarded  to  you  ? — Yes. 

66.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  dissent — was  it 
against  having  any  extension,  or  was  it  against  any 
particular  extension? — Mr.  Long  said  that  from  a 
financial  point  of  view  it  would  be  no  advantage"  to 
the  town.  That  was  it. 

67.  Then  he  was  against  it? — Yes. 

68.  Was  he  in  favour  of  it  in  any  other  form  ! — 

Well,  if  it  was  taken  north  or  west  he  would  not 
quarrel  with  it. 

69.  Why  ? 

Mi-.  Hodnett. — Because  his  own  property  lies 
to  the  south. 

70.  The  answers  sent  to  our  queries,  we  may  take 
it,  represent  the  general  view’s  of  the  Commissioners, 
or  of  the  majority  of  the  Commissioners,  as  to  exten- 
sion generally,  and  as  to  the  particular  extension  ? — 

Yes. 

71.  Now,  assuming  the  views  of  the  Commissioners 
as  embodied  in  the  answer  to  query  nine,  and  the  dis- 
trict constituted  accordingly — what  would  He  the 
radius  then  from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — About  a 
mile  and  a half  to  the  south-west. 

72.  A statute  mile  l — Yes. 

73.  Now,  to  the  north  ? — It  would  be  very  much 
the  same  to  the  north. 

74.  And  to  the  west  ? — I think  it  would  be  about  a 
quarter  of  a mile  to  the  west. 

75.  And  the  east  ? — To  the  east  there  would  be  no 
extension. 

76.  Now,  if  that  radius  were  adopted,  how  many 
townlands  would  be  included  ?— There  would  he  Wil- 
liamstown. 

77.  What  else?— The  entire  of  Clay  Castle  would 
not  be— portion  of  it  would  be,  and  portion  of  Youghal 
Lands  and  Copper  Alley,  and  portion  of  Knocka- 


Mr.  Hodnett. — And  Greencloyne,  and  what  is  called 
the  Old  Mills.  . , i , _ ., 

78.  Mr.  O’Brien. — How  many  is  that  ? — It  would 
bring  in  portion  of  five. 

79.  But  it  would  not  bring  in  the  whole  of  any  one 
of  them '?— No,  except  Williamstown  and  Greencloyne. 

80  What  is  the  radius  from  the  centre  of  the 
electoral  division!-!  suppose  it  ■mold  be  about  Wo 


dies  and  a half.  . . „ , . 

81  What  point  of  the  electoral  division  of  1 oughal 
; two  miles  and  a half  t-Tb  the  north-west. 

82.  What  do  you  say  is  the  furthest  point  ?— It 
•ould  be  more  than  two  and  a half  miles.  ; 

83.  What  are  the  other  points  ?— About  a mile  and 

84.  In  what  other  direction  does  it  extend  ?— To  the 
rest."  It  .would  be  about  two  and  a half  miles. 

85  Then,  the  electoral  division  of  Youghal  is  verr 
inch  more  extensive  than  the  proposed  municipal 
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Youghal.  boundary  as  defined  in  answer  six  to  the  queries? — 
Jan.  2, 1872.  Yes. 

jk  j O’Shea  ^6.  ^Yas  the  question  as  to  whether  the  Poor  Law 
electoral  division  would  be  suitable  to  be  adopted  ever 
under  consideration  ? — No. 

87.  Does  the  electoral  division  run  in  an  unequal 
line? — Yes,  unequal. 

S8.  Then,  suppose  the  electoral  division  of  Youghal 
were  made  the  municipal  district,  would  that  bring  in 
the  entire  of  what  is  now  proposed  by  the  Town  Com- 
missioner's— would  it  do  so  in  your  opinion  ? — Yes. 

89.  And  a great  deal  besides  ? — Yes.  a great  deal 
besides. 

90.  And  would  this  increased  area,  over  and  above 
what  they  proposed,  be  considered  as  not  fairly  con- 
stituting part  of  the  town.  Is  that  what  the  Commis- 
sioners believed  when  they  limited  the  radius  to  what 
they  propose  in  their  replies  ? — Well,  I believe  what 
they  intended  bringing  in  at  present  they  have 
adopted  in  these  replies,  and  they  did  not  discuss  the 
matter  further. 

91.  Would  what  they  propose  to  bring  in  include  a 
great  portion  of  arable  land  ? — Yes. 

92.  Lands  occupied  as  accommodation  land ; town- 
parks  used  by  the  people  of  the  town  ? — I don’t  think 
so. 

93.  Youghal  lands  would  be  included? — Portion 
of  it. 

94.  Has  it  been  considered  by  the  Commissioners 
that  persons  within  that  fully  participate  in  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  town  government  ? — Yes. 

95.  Now,  in  what  respect  do  you  consider  the  por- 
tions so  proposed  to  be  included,  and  not  included 
now — in  what  respect  do  they  enjoy  advantages  to 
which  they  don’t  contribute  any  part  of  the  expense? — 
Well,  to  the  south-west  they  enjoy  the  lighting  and 
cleansing. 

96.  Do  they  derive  advantage  from  having  a market 
town  so  close  at  hand  ? — Yes,  of  course  they  do,  and 
they  get  land  and  seaweed,  and  enjoy  the  lighting  of 
the  town. 

97.  Do  they  also  derive  advantage  from  the  schools? 
— Certainly,  nude  and  female  schools. 

98.  And  can  readily  sell  their  rural  products? — 
Yes. 

99.  And  they  resort  to  the  town  for  various  pur- 
poses frequently? — Yes. 

100.  Do  you  think  the  proposed  area  would  so 
extend  the  radius  as  to  include  all  the  places  where 
those  advantages  are  enjoyed? — I think  you  might 
take  in  a further  area,  and  include  people  with  these 
advantages. 

101.  How  far  would  you  say — within  what  radius 
would  you  say  advantages  are  derived  from  proximity 
to  the  town  ? — That  would  depend  upon  circumstances. 
First,  if  you  bring  in  arable  land,  the  taxes  would  be 
only  3d.  in  the  pound,  and  it  is  a question  whether 
that  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  Commissioners  or 
not. 

102.  Do  you  think  the  Commissioners  would  prefer 
not  going  further? — Yes  ; but  I would  be  for  takum 
in  all  the  Youghal  lands  instead  of  portion  of  it.  I 
would  be  inclined  to  take  in  all  Knockaverry. 

103.  What  you  are  suggesting  now  is  over  and 

above  what  the  Commissioners  propose  ? Yes. 

104.  To  what  extent  would  that  be  ? — About  half 
a mile  on  the  west. 

105.  On  what  ground  would  you  include  them  ?— - 
They  are  actually  within  the  town  of  Youghal  ■ they 
are  all  accommodation  lands  nearly. 

106.  And  this  is  in  addition  to  what  the  Commis- 
sioner's suggest  ? — Yes. 

107.  What  exactly  would  you  include  in  addition? 
— All  Knockaverry  and  all  Youghal  lands. 

108.  Did  the  Commissioners  consider  the  question 
of  including  these  ? — No,  as  a body  they  did  not. 

109.  And  what  was  the  principle  upon  which  they 

limited  themselves  to  what  was  proposed  ? Well  the 

only  tiling  that  suggested  itself  to  them  at  the  ’time 


they  adopted  that  was  that  they  were  anxious  to  ha 
up  to  the  railway  station. 

1 L0.  In  what  direction  do  the  districts  you  sur<w 
to  add  lie  ?— The  west.  fege3t 

111.  What  class  of  persons  occupy  these  places  vou 
suggest  to  include — are  there  many  inhabited  dwell 
ings  in  them? — No,  I think  there  is  ouly  one  house. 

112.  Now,  what  is  the  present  constituency  for 
municipal  purposes? — The  number  of  municipal  elec, 
tore  under  the  Act  of  9th  Geo.  IY.  is  325. 

113.  And  how  many  persons  are  eligible  for  the 
office  of  Commissioner? — Forty. 

114.  And  there  are  twenty-nine  members  on  the 
Board  ? — Yes. 

115.  Now,  if  the  proposed  extension  were  substi- 
tuted, would  that  increase  the  number  of  persons 
qualified  to  hold  the  office  of  Commissioner  ?— Well 
there  is  a difficulty  in  answering  that  question,  for  all 
the  houses  at  the  strand  are  only  occupied  in  summer 
and  generally  belong  to  people  in  Cork.  I don’t  think 
it  would  add  more  than  one  or  two. 

116.  You  don’t  think  it  would  bring  in  anymore 
than  that  ? — No. 

117.  In  no  direction? — In  no  direction. 

118.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  that,  in  the  event 
of  the  present  application  being  successful  for  having 
the  sanitary  jurisdiction  transferred  to  them,  and  that 
they  are  constituted  an  urban  sanitary  authority  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  there  is  power  given  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  transfer  certain  functions 
now  exercised  by  the  Grand  Jury  over  roads,  bridges, 
and  footpaths  to  the  municipal  authority  ? — As  a body, 
I don’t  think  they  are  aware  of  it.  Some  of  them  are 
aware  of  it.  There  was  a discussion  here  and  a memo- 
rial in  186S  to  Sir  Joseph  N.  M'Kenna,  which  was 
sent  to  him  on  that  very  subject. 

119.  You  are  not  aware  if  it  would  be  the  desire  of 
the  Commissioner's,  in  the  event  of  their  being  consti- 
tuted ruffian  sanitary  authority,  to  ask  also  for  the 
transfer  of  these  Grand  J ury  functions  ? — I am  aware 
they  would  wish  to  have  the  roads  in  their  own  charge. 

120.  That  would  be  their  feeling  ? — Yes. 

121.  Are  you  aware  if  the  Commissioners  have 
formed  an  opinion  about  it,  as  to  whether  the  amount 
expended  for  them  by  the  Grand  Jury  is  commensurate 
with  the  amount  levied  off  the  town? — No;  we  have 
scarcely  two  miles  of  road.  There  was  £140  or  £150 
expended  on  those  two  roads,  but  I think  the  barony 
cess  the  town  of  Youghal  prays  is  from  £400  to  £500 
a year. 

122.  And  you  think  it  would  be  a benefit  to  have 
the  roads  under  their  own  control  ? — Yes. 

123.  Do  you  think  the  roads  would  be  better  pro- 
vided for? — Yes,  for  there  are  other  cross-roads,  lanes, 
and  so  on  they  have  to  repair  now. 

124.  Assuming  the  Grand  Jury  control  were  vested 
in  them,  do  you  think  they  would  still  desire  the  ex- 
tension of  the  boundary,  whether  or  not  the  arable 
lands  were  to  be  rated  at  one-fourtli  or  not? — Yes. 

125.  You  are  aware  that  these  arable  lands  at  pre- 
sent contribute  in  the  shape  of  county  cess  the  full 
amount? — Yes,  but  then  they  have  more  roads  to  con- 
tribute to. 

126.  But  you  think  even  if  they  were  only  to  contri- 
bute one-fourth  they  would  still  desire  the  extension  ? 
— They  would.  I don’t  think  they  would  consider  it 
fair  to  charge  arable  lands  the  same  rating. 

127.  How  many  new  roads  would  be  included  in 
the  boundary  proposed  by  the  Commissioners  ? — There 
would  be  only  half  a mile — say  three-quarters  of  a mile 
to  the  south-west  and  a quarter  of  a mile  on  the  mam 
road,  there  is  Williamstown,  the  high  road,  and  all  the 
Main-street. 

128.  What  would  be  the  entire  extent? — About  a 
mile  and  a half  of  additional  roads. 

129.  Now,  you  have  not  exercised  any  sanitary  func- 
tions since  1874? — No,  not  since  '74. 

130.  Are  you  aware  of  any  special  sanitary  rate 
having  been  struck  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  as  rural 
sanitary  board? — Yes. 
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131.  What  was  it? — A penny  in  the  pound. 

132.  For  special  rate?— -Yes. 

133  What  was  the  sanitary  purpose? — Suppressing 
nuisances,  and  making  or  cleaning  sewers. 

134.  They  have  not  attempted  any  wide  scheme  for 
sewerage  or  water  supply  ?— No,  they  attempted  to 
sink  wells  for  the  purpose  of  giving  water. 

135.  Have  there  been  any  sanitary  schemes  of  a 
larger  nature  under  the  consideration  of  your  body  or 
the°Boardof  Guardians  i— The  Board  of  Guardians  had 
it  under  their  consideration,  but  the  Guardians  had 

n°136.  What  was  it? — It  was  a scheme  for  bringing 
in  water  to  the  town. 

137.  Is  it  considered  that  the  water  supply  is  defec- 

t£ve'j There  is  a report  to' that  effect,  hut  the  people 

consider  it  good. 

13S.  Who  expressed  a different  opinion  to  that? — 
The  sanitary  doctor — the  sanitary  medical  officer. 

139.  Has  the  objection  been  that  there  has  not  been 
a sufficiently  copious  supply,  or  that  the  water  has  been 
defective  in  quality? — I think  there  is  plenty  so  far 
as  the  supply  is  concerned,  but  it  is  the  quality  of  it 
that  has  been  objected  to. 

140.  Is  the  supply  of  water  by  means  of  pumps  or 

wells?— By  pumps. 

141.  Were  they  subjected  to  analysis? — Yes. 

142.  How  many  of  them? — I think  about  nine  of 
them. 

143.  When  was  that  ? — Years  ago.  It  was  by  the 
Town  Commissioners,  and  all  the  waters  were  subjected 
to  analysis,  and  all  were  pronounced  good  except  one. 

144.  Where  was  that? — In  Cork-lane,  and  that  was 
shut  up. 

145.  Since  then  has  there  been  any  analysis  ? — There 
was  another  since,  and  some  of  the  water  was  pro- 
nounced not  fit  for  use. 

146.  When  was  that  ? — Twelve  months  ago. 

147.  How  many  pumps  were  pronounced  unfit? — 
Well,  I think  the  complaint  was  against  them  all. 

148.  And  have  they  been  shut  up  since  then  ? — No, 
not  shut  up. 

149.  Then  no  actual  step  has  been  taken  to  carry 
out  the  scheme  ? — No,  except  to  try  to  make  the  wells, 
and  not  go  to  the  greater  expense. 

150.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  estimate  or  what 
would  be  necessary  for  the  procuring  of  a good  supply  ? 
— I am  not  aware. 

151.  Is  any  outlay  required  as  to  an  improved 
scheme  of  drainage  ? — No,  there  is  not. 

152.  Wliat  would  you  say  is  the  state  of  the  sewer- 
age ? — Well,  I should  say  it  is  defective  in  some  places. 

153.  Do  you  mean  the  main  sewer’s? — Yes,  the 
main  sewers. 

154.  In  what  respect  would  you  say  they  are  de- 
fective— is  it  the  construction  of  these  sewers? — Yes. 

155.  In  what  way  are  they  bad — are  they  the  old 
flat  sewers  ? — Yes. 

156.  Would  the  extension  of  the  boundary,  do  you 
consider,  in  dealing  with  the  water  supply  or  with  the 
question  of  an  improved  scheme  for  sewerage,  influence 
file  action  of  the  Commissioners  ? — I think  if  the  water 
were  brought  in  the  extension  would  be  considered 
necessary. 

157.  And  as  to  the  drainage,  would  it,  do  you 
think,  remove  any  reluctance  of  the  Commissioners  in 
carrying  out  the  work  if  the  boundary  were  extended  ? 
— If  they  could  not  strike  a higher  rate  than  3d.  in  the 
pound  on  arable  land,  I think  they  would  not  like  to 
undertake  it. 

158.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered,  with  re- 


ference to  this  graduated  scale  under  the  9tli  of  Yol-gbal. 
George  IV. — have  they  considered  or  do  they  know  Jan.  2,  is; . 
that  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  there  is  no  ~ 
such  graduated  scale?  Have  they  considered  the  ex-  Mr‘  0Sh'*' 
pediency  of  placing  themselves  under  the  Towns  Im- 
provement Act? — Yes ; but  after  getting  sufficient  in- 
formation, they  considered  that  the  people  would  not 
be  able  to  bear  the  taxation,  that  it  would  come  too 
heavily  on  portion  of  them,  for  it  would  be  a uniform 
rate,  and  the  parties  paying  Gd.  now  would  be  aggrieved 
by  the  change. 

159.  Are  they  aware  that  there  are  a hundred  and 
twelve  towns  under  that  Act,  and  only  eleven  under 
the  9th  of  George  IV.,  and  that  Youghal  is  one  of 
them? — Well,  as  a body,.  I don’t  think  they  know  it. 

160.  There  has  been  no  move,  however,  to  change 
the  present  arrangement  ? — No. 

161.  Did  the  matter  ever  come  before  them,  do  you 
know? — Yes,  but  they  never  came  to  any  conclusion 
on  the  matter. 

162.  Are  you  under  any  local  Act  for  municipal 
purposes  ? — I am  not  aware. 

163.  Is  there  anything  further  you  desire  to  add? 

—No. 

164.  You  have  no  other  statement  to  make? — No. 

165.  Mr.  John  Ronayne , j.p. — I would  like  to  know 
are  there  not  many  gentlemen  in  the  town  rated  for 
pi-operty  and  paying  directly  themselves,  and  who  live 
outside  and  are  thus  disqualified  to  act  as  Commis- 
sioners. 

166.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Can  you  state  what  amount  of 
property  there  is  inside  the  town  for  which  people  who 
live  outside  are  rated  ? — No. 

167.  Whether  they  live  outside  or  not  they  are 
rated  who  hold  premises  within  the  town  ? — Yes. 

168.  Mr.  Ronayne,  J.P. — Do  you  know  that  there 
are  such  persons,  such  as  myself? — Certainly,  but  to 
be  qualified  to  be  a Commissioner  they  must  be  resi- 
dent. 

169.  Have  you  anything  more  to  say,  Mr.  O’Shea  ? — 

As  to  the  valuation  and  extending  the  municipal  bound- 
ary to  the  south-west,  the  valuation  of  that  place  is 
£1,546,  that  would  leave  a revenue  of  about  £80 — 
that  is  to  the  south-west,  taking  in  these  houses  and 
the  railway  station.  That  is  the  reason  that  one  of 
the  Commissioners  dissented.  He  considered  the 
taxation  on  it  would  be  too  much  for  any  advantages  . 
it  derived.  It  was  the  feeling  of  the  people  to  have 
the  lights  extended. 

170.  You  have  no  further  observations  to  make  ? — 

No. 

171.  Mr.  Ronayne. — Have  tiie  Town  Commissioners, 
as  a body,  any  power  to  remove  property  injurious  to 
the  streets  of  the  town— such  as  dilapidated  houses, 
stretching  out  into  the  streets,  tumble-down  buildings, 
and  so  on— as  the  Cork  Corporation  have  ?— No. 

172.  Mr.  O’Brien.— You  have  no  power  to  do  that ! 

—No. 

173.  Mr.  Ronayne. — Do  you  think  it  would  be  well 
or  necessary  for  the  Commissioners  to  have  such  power 
as  that?— Yes. 

174.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Do  you  think  there  is  a neces- 
sity ? — Yes. 

175.  Mr.  Ronayne. — Do  you  think  they  should 
have  the  powers  of  Wide  Street  Commissioners  to  deal 
with  such  matters  ?-I  think  if  this  inquiry  were  made 
the  basis  of  some  legislation  hereafter  of  the  kind,  it 
would  be  well  to  introduce  such  powers. 

176.  Mr.-  O’Brien.— You  think  increased  powers 
ought  to  be  given  1 — Mr.  O'Shea.  Yes. 


N 
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Mr.  J.  Hodnett. 


. Mr.  Jeremiah  Hodnett  examined. 


177.  Mr.  O'Brien. — You  are  Solicitor  to  the  Town. 
Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

178.  And  have  been  so  for  "a  great  number  of  years, 
I believe? — Yes. 

179.  And  you  are  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
town  of  Youghal  ? — Yes. 

180.  The  town  is  under  the  9th  of  George  IV.,  we 
have  heard? — Yes. 

181.  "Within  your  knowledge  or  experience,  have 
the  Commissioners  ever  been  considering  the  propriety 
of  getting  under  the  more  modern  Act — the  Towns 
Improvement  Act  of  1854  ? — Yes ; I am  inclined  to 
think  they  did.  I am  inclined  to  think  that  at  one 
time  they  passed  a resolution  to  proceed  for  the  sub- 
stitution of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  but  they 
did  not,  I believe,  persevere. 

182.  Did  not  persevere  you  say  ? — Yes ; no  one  took 
the  trouble  afterwards,  I think.  I believe  that  the 
resolution  will  be  found  on  the  minutes,  expressing  a 
desire  for  the  introduction  of  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act. 

183.  But  they  carried  it  no  further? — No. 

184.  And  it  dropped  1 — Yes ; no  one  would  take  the 
labour  and  expense  on  themselves. 

185.  Then  you  think  it  is  merely  from  apathy  ? — 
Yes ; I think  there  was  no  one  in  the  town  strongly 
enough  interested  to  press  it  forward,  and  make  the 
necessary  movement  to  effect  the  change. 

186.  Are  you  aware  of  the  grounds  (of  course  it 
was  before  your  time),  but  are  you  aware  of  the  grounds 
influencing  the  original  decision? — Yes ; they  are  quite 
patent.  The  Act  of  the  9 th  George  IV.  was  adopted, 
not,  I think,  in  1S32,  as  has  been  stated,  but  in  "Feb- 
ruary, 1830.  Youghal  was  a town  corporate  at  that 
time,  and  the  Town  anti  Liberties  of  Youghal  extended 
several  miles.  The  9th  of  George  IV.  was  adopted  to 
light  the  town,  and  they  were  obliged  to  change  the 
boundaries,  and  they  did  not  consider  it  prudent  to  go" 
beyond  the  limits  determined  on — the  limits  that 
barely  required  cleansing  and  lighting.  The  municipal 
limits  were  extended  to  Kilabum  and  Redbam,  a 
townland  some  three  miles  distant  on  the  sea-side.  I 
remember  the  Corporation  used  to  ride  the  bounds  at 
certain  times.  The  boundaries  as  fixed  by  the  9th  of 
George  IV.,  were  purely  for  the  purpose  of  lighting  ; 
and  I may  say  they  were  in  advance  of  most  towns  of 
Ireland. 

187.  They  were  never  refused  ? — No.  The  Corpo- 
ration was  dissolved,  and  the  limits  remained  as  they 
were  prepared.  The  Corporation  was  transferred  to 
the  Commissioners. 

18S.  How  are  the  boundaries  desciibed,  can  you 
tell  us? — "Well,  there  is  a definition  in  the  resolution 
of  the  first  Commissioners — “from  Clifden  on  the 
south  to  the  end  of  Tallow-street  on  the  north.” 

189.  Is  there  a record  of  that  resolution? — Yes.  I 
should  think  Mr.  O’Shea  would  be  able  to  let  you  have 
it.  It  would  be  a resolution  of  1830. 

190.  Mr.  Cotton. — Does  it  describe  the  ins-and-outs 
of  the  boundary? — The  map  there,  which  you  have 
before  you,  is  the  only  one. 

191.  Yes,  , the  line  is  on  this  map,  but  it  is  not 
engraved  on  it  j it  is  only  a line  put  on  by  some  one. 

192.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Is  there  any  description  of  the 
line  taken  by  the  boundary  ?— No ; there  is  no  minute 
description,  but  there  is  sufficient  to  make  it  clear,  and 
afterwards  I drew  a description,  which  was  adopted.  It 
was  intended  to  supply  any  defect  of  the  original 
description.  I don’t  know  if  it  is  forthcoming. 

193.  You  never  got  a local  Act  for  Youghal  ? No, 

except  the  9th  of  George  IV.  can  be  called  a local 
Act. 

194.  You  concur,  I suppose,  in  the  views  of  the 
Commissioners,  that  the  existing  boundaries  are  quite 
too  limited  ? — Oh,  entirely. 

195.  And  not  commensurate  with  the  benefits  the 
town  government  confers? — No. 

196.  Do  you  think  the  proposed  radius  includes  the 


portion  that  may  be  said  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  tl, 
town  government — the  benefits  "it  may  be  stirl  Ue 
fer?— No.  to  con- 

197.  You  don’t  think  it  far  enough? No  • but  T 

may  mention  that  the  Commissioners  referred  it  to  * 
to  suggest  to  them  a radius,  and  my  feelum  was  on 
the  occasion,  to  avoid  contention,  and  to  make  a s rt 
of  compromise,  for  we  know  that  the  people  outside 
would  strenuously  oppose  it. 

198.  You  heard  the  strong  opinion  expressed  by  the 

Parliamentary  Committee  that  sat  for  three  sessions 
successively — you  heard  that  amongst  the  thiu«s  they 
recommended  was,  that  care  should  be  taken  to  make 
the  municipal  boundaries  conterminous  with  those  of 
poor  law  electoral  divisions.  You  know  the  electoral 
division  of  Youghal  ? — Yes. 

199.  What  would  ho  your  view— the  Committee 
having  expressed  that  opinion,  which  cannot  be 
departed  from  without  grave  reasons— if  the  electoral 
division  were  selected  as  the  boundary— do  you  think 
that  that  would  bo  judicious  ?— Well,  no ; I think  that 
would  be  too  extensive  a radius. 

200.  And  would  go  further  than  the  benefits  of  the 
town  might  be  expected  to  extend  ?— Yes ; the  sea- 
side lands  and  some  others.  I think  it  would  go  too 
far. 

201.  And  you  think  that  to  adopt  the  electoral 
division  would  make  people  liable  who  derive  no 
adequate  benefits? — Yes;  at  least  no  sjiecial  benefits. 
There  might  be,  perhaps,  half  a dozen  who  would 
have  certain  benefits. 

202.  But  you  think  that  within  the  radius  decided 
on  the  persons  not  now  included,  but  who  would  then 
he  included,  do  derive  substantial  advantages,  in  various 
ways  ? — Yes. 

203.  Such  as  what  i — Such  as  being  within  the 
distance  to  sell  their  fresh  butter  and  new  milk  to  the 
townspeople  and  the  summer  visitors,  and  all  that, 
and  the  manuring  of  their  lands,  and  so  on. 

204.  You  heal'd  the  Town  Clerk  stating  two  parti- 
cular extensions  he  thought  ought  to  be  made— 
namely,  to  bring  in  the  entire  of  Knockaveny  and 
Youghal  lands? — Yes. 

205.  Would  it  appear  to  you  reasonable  to  bring 
them  in  ? — Yes. 

206.  The  boundaiies,  I presume,  as  suggested  by  the 
Commissioners,  cut  townlauds? — Except  the  strand 
suburb,  which,  I may  say,  was  the  creation  of  the 
railway.  They  have  in  their  reply  adopted  the  Par- 
liamentary borough  boundary.  The  Parliamentary 
boundary  does  not  include  that  strand  at  all. 

207.  Would  it  appear  to  you,  assuming  that  in  the 
Poor  Law  formation  the  townland  is  the  unit  of  elec- 
toral divisions — do  you  think,  as  to  these  townlamls 
named  by  the  Town  Clerk,  that  there  would  be  much 
or  any  objection  to  include  the  entire  of  those  particu- 
lar townlands  in  the  municipal  district? — It  would 
make  a zig-zag  boundary. 

208.  Would  it,  in  your  opinion,  violate  any  prin- 
ciple of  equity  ? — No. 

209.  Then  there  would  be  no  strong  objection  to 
make  the  townland  the  unit — to  introduce  the  entire 
of  these  townlands  ? — No,  I think  not. 

210.  There  would  be  no  violation  of  any  principle 
of  equity? — No,  I think  not. 

211.  Now,  it  has  been  proposed — it  appears  an 
application  or  memorial  has  been  made  or  addressed  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  praying  a transfer  of  the 
sanitary  authority  or  jurisdiction  from  the  Board  of 
Guardians  to  the  Town  Council  ? — Yes. 

212.  Now,  do  you  think  that  when  the  jurisdiction 
shall  have  been  so  transferred  there  will  be  an  increased 
necessity  for  a larger  area  ? — I do. 

213.  To  enable  them  to  discharge  their  duties  under 
these  altered  circumstances? — At  least  there  should  be 
included  the  .extension  proposed.  There  are  many 
contiguous  places  that  ought  to  be  brought  in,  so  that 
the  town  authority  would  be  able  to  deal  with  them. 
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Their  jurisdiction  and  powers  would  be  very  imperfect 
otherwise. 

214.  Making  the  Town  Commissioners  the  urban 
sauitarv  authority  might  necessarily  make  tlie  extension 
needful* — might  bring  the  extension  with  it? — Cer- 
tainly. 

215.  That  is  your  belief  ? — Yes;  and  I may  add  that 
Cork-lane,  up  to  the  barracks,  it  extends  to  Youghal 
military  barracks,  and  the  present  municipal  boundary 
cuts  that  Cork-lane  some  place  down  the  lane,  and  the 
portion  above  requires  as  much  attention  and  sanitary 
care  on  the  part  of  the  authority  as  the  part  below, 
and  the  same  I may  say  of  Windmill-lane. 

216.  Now,  you  know  the  20Gth  section  of  the  Act — - 
the  Public  Health  Act — where  there  is  power  given, 
where  the  Town  Commissioners  have  been  constituted 
the  urban  sanitary  authority,  by  provisional  order  to 
transfer  the  Grand  Jury  jurisdiction  over  roads, 
bridges,  &c.,  to  them.  Vou  are  aware  of  the  provision 
to  which  1 refer  ? — Yes. 

217.  Are  you  aware  if  it  would  he  the  feeling  of 
the  Town  Commissioners  to  get  the  transfer  of  these 
functions  from  the  Grand  J ury  to  themselves  ? — I do 
not  think  they  ever  considered  it,  but  I believe  then- 
disposition  would  be  to  do  so — to  take  the  power  into 
their  own  hands. 

21S.  Now,  would  they  in  coming  to  a conclusion  on 
it,  lie  influenced  if  the  boundaries  were  more  extended 
— would  they  be  more  inclined  to  come  to  that  con- 
clusion if  the  extension  were  made  1 — The  extension 
might  give  them  more  radius  than  the  additional  rate 
woidd  pay  for. 

219.  But  if  the  extension  were  made,  and  it  were 
so  arranged  that  the  lands  had  all  to  contribute  equally 
to  the  rating  instead  of  a graduated  scale  ? — That 
would  make  a considerable  difference. 

220.  You  think  it  would  ? — Yes.  I may  say  that  I 
think  in  the  account  between  Youghal  and  the  Grand 
Jury,  Youghal  is  the  loser.  I don’t  think  we  ever  got 
fair  play  from  them.  Except  in  the  making  of  the 
bridge,  we  never  got  a fair  share  of  the  county  ex- 
penditure. This  town  at  one  time  had  charge  of  its 
own  internal  works,  and  that  created  a sort  of  feeling 
that  Youghal  was  able  to  take  care  of  itself.  Besides, 
we  had  no  gentry  here,  there  was  always  a town  popu- 
lation, no  influential  representatives  on  the  Grand 
Juries  to  stand  by  us. 

221.  You  think  that  that  operated  unfairly? — Yes  ; 
and  when  they  gave  us  this  bridge  they  placed  a 
special  portion  of  the  burthen,  .£4,000,  pn  the  town — 
but  the  bridge  has  been  a great  improvement. 

222.  Have  you  any  further  observations  to  make  ? — 
No,  nothing  further  occurs  to  me. 

223.  But  you  are  generally,  I take  it,  in  favour  of 
an  extension  of  the  existing  boundaries  1— -Oh,  yes. 

224.  You  think  them  decidedly  too  small  at 
present? — Yes,  they  are  quite  absurd,  they  were  never 
considered  to  he  municipal  boundaries. 

225.  You  think  the  proposal  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners is  to  some  extent  a compromise  ? — Yes. 

22C.  You  would  not  go  so  fax-  as  to  bring  in  the  en- 


tire electoral  division,  but  would  bring  in  the  entire  oi 
the  townkncls  named?— Yes,  I do  think  that  would  be 
fair  and  equitable. 


Mx-.  Cotton. — Is  the  building  at  the  strand  ex- 
tending now,  or  do  you  think  building  operations  there 
likely  to  extend? — ‘Well,  I don’t  think  that  there  is 
any  present  disposition  in  that  direction. 

228.  I notice  that  the  proposed  extension  ends  at 
the  very  last  house  there  t— Yes. 

2-9.  Would  it  not  bo  better  to  go  somewhat 
further?—  I think  it  would  be  better  to  go  to  the  end  of 
Clay  Castle.  I may  mention  that  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners here  had  the  opinion  that  they  Lad  the  power 
of  amending  the  limits — amending  the  definition  of 
the  limits,  and  they  did  pass  a resolution,  and  went  to 
expense  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  limits  out  to 
the  level  crossing,  beyond  the  railway  station. 

230.  When  was  that? — Seven  or  eight  years  ago. 
Here  is  the  map  of  the  extension.  [Producing  map.] 
Some  of  the  ratepayers  resisted. 

231.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Would  that  have  gone  beyond 
the  limits  now  proposed  ? — No,  it  is  just  the  same 
place. 

232.  What  was  the  date  of  that  ? — It  was  in  1868— 
on  the  21st  of  April,  186S. 

233.  Then  the  proposal  of  the  Commissioners  at 
that  time  was  the  same  ? — Yes.- 

234.  Entirely? — Yes,  as  to  the  southern  extension, 
the  object  being  to  light  the  strand  and  railway 
station. 

235.  Mr.  Cotton. — Did  the  railway  company  take 
any  action  ? — The  railway  company  were  disposed  to 
have  it  done,  for  they  wished  to  get  gas  to  their 
station. 

236.  What  was  the  ground  upon  which  it  was  not 
done  ? — It  was  found  that  the  Commissioners  had  not 
power  under  the  Act  of  Parliament.  It  was  so  de- 
cided by  Mr.  Kane,  the  present  Recorder  of  Cork. 

237.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Can  we  have  the  resolution 
adopted  giving  the  original  definition  of  the  boundaries 
as  now  constituted  ? — Mr.  O'Shea. — I have  the  minutes 
here,  and  I find  it  entered — 


“ Special  meeting  of  the  Town  Commissioners  held  on  the 
3rd  May,  pursuant  to  resolution  of  5th  of  April,  1830. 
Resolved — that  the  limits  of  the  town  for  carrying  into 
effect  two  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act— namely,  lighting 
and  cleansing,  agreeably  to  the  21st  section,  be  defined  as 
follows,  viz. : — On  the  east  by  the  river,  on  the  south  by 
Glifden  and  Belleview,  on -the  north  by  Mr.  John  Austin’s 
house  at  the  extremity  of  Tallow-street,  by  Cork-hill  to 
the  barrack-master's-gate,  thence  on  the  west  by  Raheen- 
lane,  the  infirmary,  and  town  walls,  to  the  top  of  Windmill- 
lane,  along  the  old  milk-market  to  the  west  ward  of  the 
town,  on  a line  to  Mr.  Gill’s  wall." 


23S.  Read  that  part  about  the  barracks  in  the  reso- 
lution of  May  ? — 

“ On  the  south  by  Clifden  and  Belleview,  on  the  north 
by  John  Austin’s  house,  at  the  extremity  of  Tallow-street, 
up  Cork-hill  to  the  barrack-master’s-gate,  thence  on  — — 

239.  That  will  do— it  says  the  barrack-master  s- 
gate?— Mr.  HodneU.— That  was  lower  down  than  the 
barracks  themselves. 


Mr.  John  Henry  Rokayne  examined. 


240.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Mr.  Ronayne,  you  are  Clerk 
of  the  Union? — Yes. 

241 . What  is  the  area  of  the  whole  municipal  dis- 
trict of  Youghal — is  it  included  within  the  electoral 
division? — Yes. 

242.  What  is  the  area  of  the  electoral  division  ? — 
5,453a.  1r.  12r. 

243.  And  what  is  the  Poor  Law  Valuation  ? — 
£16,621  3s. 

244.  How  many  townlands  are  there  comprehended 
in  the  electoral  division  of  Youghal  1 — Fifty. 

245.  Then  the  electoral  division  is  considerably 
larger  than  the  municipal  district  1 — Oh,  yes. 

246.  How  far  does  the  electoral  division — taking, 


say,  the  clock-tower  as  the  centre— extend  ?— I sup- 
pose two  miles  and  a half  or  three. 

247.  What  is  the  furthest  point  ? — The  furthest  point 
would  be  Kilnatoora. 

248.  And  how  far  is  Kilnatoora? — About  three 
miles, 

249.  Three  statute  miles?— Yes. 

250.  That,  then,  is  about  the  furthest  point? — 

Yf251.  Is  it  to  the  north  or  south  ? — The  north. 

252.  What  is  the  furthest  point  to  the  south?— It 
would  be  about  the  same. 

253.  And  bow  far  would  you  say  to  the  west?— 
About  three  miles  and  a half  to  the  west. 

N 2 
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254.  The  Board  of  Guardians,  up  to  the  present, 
since  1874,  have  acted  as  Sanitary  Authority  for  the 
town — is  not  that  so? — Yes. 

255.  Have  you  made  any  sanitary  rates  this  year  ? 
— Yes,  a special  sanitary  rate  of  a penny. 

256.  In  the  town? — Yes. 

257.  Has  there  been  a penny  levied  each  year? — 

258.  Was  there  any  other  poundage  levied  during 
the  past  five  years — commence  with  1874? — Yes;  in 
1S74  there  was  3 s.  9-7. ; in  1S75,  2s.  0-7. ; in  1876, 
Is.  M. ; in  1877,  2s.  2-7. ; and  in  1S78,  2s.  4-7.  The 
last  included  a penny  for  special  sanitary  rate. 

259.  There  is  a special  rate  of  4-7.  for  sanitary  pur- 
poses, but  that  is  for  the  current  year. 

260.  It  is  not  included  in  the  2s.  4-7.  ? — No. 

261.  Is  that  for  sanitary  purposes? — Yes. 

262.  What  are  those  purposes? — There  is  a new 
sluice,  and  draining  Williainstowu  and  Clay  Castle. 

263.  Are  there  any  other  sanitary  schemes  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Guardiaus  ? — Yes  ; 
we  tried  two  or  three  places  to  sink  wells,  and  did  not 
succeed  ; and  the  hist  scheme  we  tried  was  outside  at 
the  north  end  of  the  town  for  a supply  of  water. 

264.  What  was  the  result? — Well,  we  have  not 
analyzed  the  water  there  yet.  We  find  a good  supply 
of  water,  but  it  has  not  been  analyzed;  and  the 
guardians  don’t  know  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to 
improve  the  supply  on  a large  scale. 

265.  Have  any  sanitary  reports  been  furnished  to 
the  Board  of  Guardians  making  objection  to  the  supply 
of  water? — Yes;  several. 

266.  By  whom? — By  different  inhabitants. 

267.  Have  you  hacl  any  official  report  from  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  ? — Yes ; we  had  the  water 
analyzed  by  the  Cork  Analyst. 

268.  When  was  that  ? — Two  years  ago. 

269.  What  was  the  result  ? — At  the  south  end  it 
was  condemned. 

270.  As  bad  ? — Yes  ; and  the  water  at  Market-lane 
was  good.  The  water  at  Green’s-quay  was  not  consi- 
dered the  proper  thing.  The  analyst  did  not  consider 
it  safe  for  the  use  of  the  people. 

271.  How  many  specimens  altogether  were  sent  to 
him? — Twelve  or  thirteen. 

272.  And  how  many'  were  pronounced  by  him  to 
be  bad,  and  how  many  good? — Well,  I suppose  there 
were  just  three  or  four  good. 


273.  And  was  no  step  taken  to  close  the  bad  mu,,. 

—Well,  at  the  south  end  they  know  the  water ! 
unfit  for  drinking,  but  it  could  be  used  for  0tte 
piu-poses.  oer 

274.  Now,  have  the  Guardians  been  restrained 

from  embarking  m any  scheme  for  an  improved  svstem 
by  reason  of  the  cost  it  would  involve  ?— Yes  that 
was  the  main  course.  ’ 1 

275.  Are  the  Board  of  Guardians  aware  that  the 
Town  Commissioners  adopted  a memorial  prayine  l 
transfer  of  their  sanitary  jurisdiction  to  themselves* 
—Well,  we  would  be  glad  to  get  rid  of  it. 

276.  Was  there  any  estimate  before  them  which 
would  afford  any  idea  of  the  probable  cost  of  an  im 
proved  water  supply  ?— It  was  not  sent  into  the  Board 
of  Guardiaus. 

277.  Was  such  an  estimate  given  in  any  shape?— 
The  County  Surveyor,  Mr.  Kirkby,  suggested  where 
the  water  could  be  taken  from. 

278.  Where  is  that  ? — It  is  about  a mile  and  a 
quarter  or  a mile  and  a half ; a very  good  supply. 

279.  What  would  be  the  estimate  of  carryino  out 
that  ? — The  engineer  said  it  would  cost  about  £5  000. 

280.  And  the  Guardians  did  not  go  further  with 
the  matter?— No  ; they  thought  they  would  "el  water 
elsewhere  and  cheaper. 

2S1.  And  they  have  not  ?— At  the  north  end  of  the 
town  we  have  a very  good  supply  of  water,  but  we 
don’t  know  if  it  is  pure  or  not. 

282.  Is  it  a well  ?— No,  it  is  from  a high  elevation, 
where  there  is  a quarry.  It  is  very  plentiful,  and’ 
might  supply  the  town. 

283.  It  is  abundant  in  quantity,  but  has  not  teen 
tested  as  to  quality? — Yes. 

284.  Assuming  it  to  be  good,  do  you  believe  it 

would  be  found  sufficient  to  supply  the  "town? Well 

I don't  know.  I could  not  say  with  any  certainty. 

285.  Would  it  not  be  easily  accessible  ? — Oh,  yes ; 
the  elevation  is  high  enough. 

256.  But  then,  would  not  people  have  to  come  a 
great  distance  to  it  ? — But  they  could  have  pipes  run. 
in  order  to  give  the  supply. 

257 . You  can’t  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  quality  of 
the  water? — No. 

288.  You  can  furnish  us  with  a list  of  the  town- 
lands  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  I.  Dalton. 


Mr.  Isaac  Dalton  examined. 


299.  Mr.  O’Brien.— You  are  a Town  Commis- 
sioner, Mr.  Dalton? — Yes. 

300.  And  have  been  for  some  time — have  you  been 
long  a Commissioner  l— About  twelve  months. 

301.  It  appears  that  at  a special  meeting  of  the 
Commissioners  it  was  agreed  by  resolution  that  there 
was  necessity  for  an  increase  of  boundary,  and  a reso- 
lution in  favour  of  it  was  passed  we  have  been  told? 
— Yes. 

302.  How  many  members  were  present  ? — Nine. 

303.  Were  you  present? — Yes. 

304.  And  it  appears  that  at  that  meeting  eight 

were  in  favour  of  extension  and  one  dissented  ? Yes 

only  one  dissented. 

305.  And  I take  it  that  your  opinion  is  favourable 
to  an  extension? — Quite  favourable. 

306.  You  Lave  heard  the  evidence  given  to-day  and 
the  suggestions,  and  having  heard  everything  that 
passed  to-day,  do  you  adhere  to  your  opinion  as  to  the 
particular  boundary  suggested  by  the  Commissioners 
—do  you  think  it  the  best,  or  do  you  think  any  other 
would  be  preferable?— I think  the  suggested  increase 
a proper  and  fair  one.  That  is  the  general  view. 

307.  Mr.  O’Shea,  the  Town  Clerk,  suggested  the  in- 
troduction of  the  whole  of  Youghal-lands  and  Knockna- 

very.  What  would  he  your  opinion  as  to  that? I 

think  there  would  be  no  objection  to  it. 

308.  It  was  suggested  as  the  boundary  would  cut 
townlands  that  these  two  should  be  introduced ; would 


there  appear  to  you  to  be  any  objection  to  introducing 
those  two  townlands  in  their  entirety,  instead  of  having 
one  altogether,  and  the  other  partially  excluded  ? — No, 
I do  not  think  it  would  be  objectionable. 

_ 309.  Another  suggestion  is  to  make  electoral  divi- 
sions and  municipal  towns  conterminous  when  possible ; 
what  would  you  say  to  the  electoral  division  being 
taken  as  the  boundary.  Mr.  Hodnett  says  he  thinks 
it  would  be  too  extensive — that  it  would  go  a little  too 
far — and  that  some  persons  would  thereby  be  brought 
in  who  ought  not  in  fairness  be  asked  to  contribute  to- 
the  town  advantages  1 — I think  it  would  be  unneces- 
sary. 

310.  Is  your  opinion  in  favour  of  having  the  sani- 
tary functions  and  jurisdiction  transferred? — Yes. 

311.  And  if  you  became  tke_Urban  Sanitary  Autho- 
rity would  you  be  in  favour  of  getting  the  control  of 
the  roads,  footpaths,  and  so  on? — Undoubtedly. 

312.  You  think  the  work  would  be  better  done? — 
Yes,  and  cheaper. 

313.  And  I take  it  that  yon  think  that  to  enable 
you  to  discharge  your  duties  properly  the  area  ought 
to  he  extended  l — Yes,  I think  so. 

314.  You  think  them  too  limited  at  present  ? — Yes ; 
the  present  boundaries  don’t  even  include  portion  of 
the  town. 

315.  Do  you  think  all  the  persons  who  would  be 
included  by  the  extension  derive  advantages  from  their 
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proximity  to  tlie  market  town?— Yes,  certainly,  and 
wht  therefore  to  contribute. 

316  You  think  it  would  be  only  equitable  and  fair  ? 

Is  there  any  special  suggestion  you  wish  to 

\ e i The  only  observation  I wish  to  make  is  that 

ton-mage  could  not  be  expressed  strong  enough  as  to 
the°pumps  and  the  water. 

318.  You  think  the  present  supply  bad? — xcs,  de- 
cidedly; so  much  so  that  the  Town  Commissioners 
thou-ht  it  necessary  to  prosecute  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians for  neglecting  their  duty  in  reference  to  the 
supply  of  water. 

319,  The  opinion  is  that  it  is  bad? — Yes. 

300'  Is  it  as  to  quality,  or  that  the  supply  is  not 
adequate?— Neglect  is  one  of  the  principal  causes. 

321.  Neglect  in  what  respect? — Neglect  in  the 
management  of  the  water,  such  as  it  is  now.  If  the 
water,  even  as  it  is,  was  properly  managed — if  the 
pumps  were  kept  clean,  I say  it  would  do  very  well. 

H 322,  You  think  they  are  unfit  to  be  used  ? — I do 
now. 

323.  And  you  think  tlieir  condition  is  owing  to 
neglect  ? — Yes. 

324.  In  what  respect? — Well,  one  view  is  this — if 
the  pump  wants  repairing  or  that,  a man  goes  to  it 
with  two  or  three  pounds  of  white  lead  (a  rank  poison), 
and  plasters  it  over  the  pump  ; and  in  one  case  where 


a woman  took  some  of  the  water  she  came  to  me  and  Yocohal. 

she  said,  there  is  a white  slime  on  the  top  of  the  Jan-  ist9. 

water,  and  I told  her  on  no  account  to  take  it,  that 

that  was  white  lead,  a poison,  and  said,  come  in  and  I 

will  give  you  water,  for  I have  a private  pump  near 

tire  public  one,  and  have  given  water  for  the  past 

couple  of  years  to  thousands  of  persons  daily,  to  my 

great  inconvenience.  On  one  occasion  I brought  the 

sanitary  medical  officer  to  inspect  the  pump,  and  to 

show  him  the  white  lead,  and  the  man  whom  I sent 

down  absolutely  was  startled  to  find  the  state  in  which 

it  was. 

325.  Do  you  think  neglect  of  that  sort  extensively 
prevails  ? — Yes  ; constantly.  I protested  against  it ; 
and,  moreover,  a pump  has  been  left  out  of  order  for 
three  or  four  days,  and  thousands  were  inconve- 
nienced. 

326.  If  you  had  control  of  your  sanitary  arrange- 
ments, you  think  you  could  do  the  work  better,  and 
improve  the  water  supply  without  any  large  outlay  ? — 

Yes ; we  are  present,  and  would  see  to  our  officers  who 
would  be  under  our  eyes,  while  at  present,  perhaps,  a 
guardian  lives  seven  or  eight  miles  away,  and  knows 
nothing  about  the  matter,  and  such  a guardian  would 
very  often  say,  “ Oh,  I know  nothing  about  it thought 
the  matter  might  be  of  great  interest  to  the  town. 

327.  Have  you  anything  further  you  wish  to  say? — 

No  ; I don’t  know  anything  else. 


Mr.  Michael  Fleming  examined. 


328.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  a Town  Commis- 
sioner, Mr.  Fleming? — Yes. 

329.  And  have  been  for  some  time? — Yes;  for 
twenty  years,  or  so. 

330.  And  are  familiar  with  the  whole  working  of 
the  affairs  of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

331.  You  have  heard  all  that  lias  been  said  about 
this  question  of  the  extension  of  tlic  municipal  boun- 
dary— were  you  one  of  the  eight  gentlemen  who  were 
in  favour  of  the  proposed  extension  ? — Yes. 

332.  Then  I may  assume  that  you  are  in  favour  of 
it? — Yes. 

332.  As  to  this  particular  scheme,  are  you  still  in 
favour  of  it — do  you  adhere  to  it,  or  does  any  other 
plan  suggest  itself  to  you  ? — No,  I think  it  quite  fair. 

333.  What  do  you  say  to  the  suggestion  that,  as  it 
appears  the  boundary  line  cuts  townlands,  that  the 
whole  five  townlands  should  be  included — do  you 
object  to  that  ? — Well,  yes,  I would. 

334.  Why  would  you  not  think  it  advisable  to 
do  so? — Well,  discussions  would  be  created.  I agree 
with  what  Mr.  Hodnett  said.  In  my  opinion  the 
limit  proposed  is  quite  large  enough  for  our  purpose. 

335.  And  do  you  think  that  the  area  so  brought  in 
would  justly  represent  a radius  commensurate  with 
be  advantages  which  those  places  derive  derive  from 
their  proximity  to  the  town? — Yes. 

336:  Do  you  think  the  persons  brought  in  would 
object? — Well,  some  of  them  might,  but  they  would  be 
few,  I believe. 

337.  On  the  ground  that  they  would  rather  get 
these  benefits  for  nothing,  enjoy  these  advantages  and 
pay  nothing  ? — Yes. 

338.  And  you  think  it  better  and  fairer  that  they 
should  be  asked  to  contribute  to  the  expenses  of  main- 
taining those  advantages  which  they  enjoy? — Most 
decidedly. 

339.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  the  sanitary  juris- 


diction transferred  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  the 
way  that  has  been  pointed  out? — Yes. 

340.  You  agree  -with  Mr.  Dalton  as  to  the  water 
supply  ? — Yes. 

241.  You  think  that  it  is  not  as  well  managed  as  it 
would  be  were  it  under  the  control  of  the  Commis- 
sioners? —It  is  not  as  well  managed  as  it  would  be. 

342.  You  do  not  think  the  Board  of  Guardians 
deserve  to  be  prosecuted? — Well,  no. 

343.  You  think  you  would  be  able  to  do  the  work 
better  ? — Yes. 

344.  In  the  event  of  such  a transfer  being  effected, 
would  you  ask  for— would  you  be  inclined  to  seek  the 
management  of  the  roads,  bridges,  i&c.  ?— Yes. 

345.  Have  you  any  special  observation  you  would 
wish  to  make  ?— Well,  yes,  just  with  reference  to  the 
evidence,  I may  say,  on  the  point  about  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act,  and  the  feeling  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, that,  as  an  old  Commissioner,  I believe  the 
majority  of  the  Commissioners  would  be  in  favour  of 
the  adoption  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  anil,  I 
may  add,  the  majority  of  the  people,  too.  _ 

346.  Can  you  account  for  the  fact,  bearing  in  nnnd 
that  the  mode  of  proceeding  is  by  twenty-one  rate- 
payers sending  forward  a memorial -can  yon  account 
for  the  circumstance  that  no  step  was  taken?— Well 
the  fact  was,  we  have  been  kept  very  busy ; we  have  had 
a great  deal  to  do  from  time  to  time,  and  we  thought  it 
would  entail  expense,  and  we  had  not  very  much 

m<347.  You  think  if  the  boundaries  were  extended 
that  feeling  would  exist  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of 

the  Towns  Improvement  Act? — Yes.  . 

348  You  are  aware  that  since  the  passing  of  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act  it  has  been  superseding  the 
9th  of  Geo.  IV.,  and  that  you  ^ m * ve^xc^ 
tional  position  in  being  under  the  9th  of  Geo.  IV.  ?— 
Yes. 


Jlr.  M. 
Fleming. 


Mr.  William  Farrell  examined. 


Mr.W.FuTdL 


349.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Have  you  been  long  a Com- 
missioner ? — Only  about  six  months.  I am  one  of  the 
majority  who  applied  for  an  extension.  I am  in  favour 
of  it  still,  and  think  it  would  he  advisable,  but  I think 
there  ought  to  he  a further  extension  to  Claycastle — to 
the  end  of  Claycastle. 


350.  You  think  that  the  entire  of  Claycastle  town- 
ad  ought  to  be  introduced  ?— Yes. 

351.  You  heard  the  suggestion  that  the  entire  of 
oughal  lands  and  Knockaverry  ought  to  be  mteo- 
lCed?— Yes,  but  I think  that  would  be  too  extensive. 

352.  Then  the  only  suggestion  by  way  of  addition 
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to  the  area  described  by  the  Town  Commissioners  in 
their  answers  to  the  queries  that  you  would  make 
would  be  to  take  in  the  whole  of  Claycaatle  ? — Yes,  and 
Ivnockaverry,  of  course,  at  the  north  side,  as  far  as  the 
Mill-road. 

353.  It  appears  that  five  townlands  are  cut  in  part 
by  the  boundary  which  you  suggest  in  your  answers  to 
the  queries.  Now,  if  they  were  all  included  would  you 
see  any  objection  to  that? — I think  there  would  be 
reasonable  ground  for  parties  to  complain  if  it  were  so 
far  extended  as  that. 

354.  You  believe  the  electoral  division  would  be  too 
wide  a radius  ? — Yes,  too  wide  to  be  reasonable. 

355.  Are  you  in  favour  of  transferring  the  sanitary 
jurisdiction? — Yes,  I believe  the  work  would  then  be 
better  done. 

356.  As  a necessary  condition  for  that  do  yon  think 
the  boundary  ought  to  be  extended  ? — Yes,  to  enable 
the  Commissioners  to  do  the  work  effectively. 

357.  Would  you  he  in  favour  then  of  having  juris- 
diction over  roads,  footpaths,  &c.  ? — Yes,  that  would 
follow. 

358.  You  heard  the  suggestion  that  it  would  be 
deemed  advisable  to  place  the  town  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act  of  ’54  instead  of  under  the  Act  of 
George  IY.  ? — Yes. 

359.  And  you  agree  to  that? — Yes,  I do,  and  for 
many  reasons,  for  at  present  the  Commissioners  are 
elected  from  a very  limited  body,  and  it  is  very  often 
hard  to  form  a quorum  here.  I think  if  the  selection 
were  widened  more  an  improvement  would  be  effected. 

360.  You  would  be  for  having  a larger  number  of 
electors  and  a larger  number  of  qualified  persons 
eligible  for  election  ? — Yes,  I think  it  would  be  better 
to  alter  the  qualification  to  bring  in  not  only  those 
who  live  in  the  town,  but  all  those  who  pay  rates. 


361.  No  matter  where  they  live?--Yes. 

362.  That  all  ratepayers  be  brought  in/irresnecK 

of  where  they  live?— Yes.  pectlT« 

363.  And  be  eligible?— Yes  ; for  instance  there i 
Mr.  Ronayne,  a very  respectable  and  important  meml*! 
of  our  community , and  a man  of  business.  He  woffid 
he  an  instance  of  what  I mean. 

364.  Where  does  he  live? — Oh,  not  far  out  m 
actual  residence  is  about  two  miles,  and  like  him  the 
are  many  people  who  pay  more  rates  than  many ’of  ffi! 
Commissioners. 

365.  Would  there  not  be  some  limit  to  the  distance 
you  would  suggest  that  persons  might  be  qualified  to 
vote  in  ?— If  persons  hold  premises  in  tows  sufficient 
to  qualify  them  I think  that  ought  to  be  enough 
Some  gentlemen  pay  rates  and  live  fifteen  or  twenty 


366.  Well,  would  it  be,  do  you  think,  an  advantage 
to  bring  those  gentlemen  in — they  woirld  not  be  ableto 
attend? — Well,  no,  perhaps  not  to  attend,  but  they 
would  to  pay  the  rates. 

367.  You  would  be  for  making  them  Commis- 
sioners irrespective  of  the  question  of  distance  or  resi- 
dence ? — Yes. 

368.  Have  any  extensive  works  been  undertaken 
by  the  Commissioners  ? — There  was  some  suggestion 
— I was  here  when  a suggestion  was  made  for  certain 
improvements  to  be  effected,  and  the  only  reason  I 
could  understand  they  did  not  carry  out  the  works 
was  from  want  of  means.  It  is  not  fan  to  judge  of 
the  Commissioners  by  what  they  did  only. 

369.  Then  you  believe  they  did  as  much  as  they 
could  with  the  means  at  then-  disposal  ? — Certainly. 

370.  Have  you  any  further  observation  to  make? 
— None. 


Mr.  Henry  Lons  examined. 


371.  You  are  an  old  Commissioner,  Mr.  Long? — 
Yes,  I was  on  the  Board  years  ago  and  have  been  for 
a few  years  latterly. 

372.  You  are  intimately  acquainted  with  the  whole 
municipal  district? — Yes. 

373.  You  are  the  owner  of  house  property  in 
Youghal?— Yes. 

374.  Is  that  house  property  within  or  without  the 
municipal  district? — Partly  within  and  partly  with- 
out. 

375.  I understand  you  were  the  dissentient  at  the 

Board  with  reference  to  the  proposed  extension? 

Yes,  but  I may  tell  you  that  I defended  the  case  of 
extension  when  it  was  extended  before. 

376.  And  on  this  recent  occasion  there  were,  I 
understand,  nine  Commissioners  present  ? — That  is  a 
mistake  that  has  been  made — there  was  only  a quorum 
of  seven. 

377 . Then  I take  it  that  six  were  of  opinion  the 
boundaries  should  be  extended  and  the  seventh  dis- 
sented?— Yes. 

. 378-  Ms-y  I ask  you  was  notice  of  the  meeting 
given  ? I presume  it  was  ? — Yes,  notice  was  given  to 
all  the  Commissioners  to  attend.  The  meeting  cannot 
be  held  without  a quorum  of  seven. 

379-  Well,  Mr.  Long,  you  heard  the- proposal  of  the 
Commissioners  ? You  heard  the  particular  proposal 
theyma.de? — Yes. 

380.  And  what  was  the  nature  of  your  dissent  ?— 
As  I understood,  they  were  only  to  extend  the  bound- 
ary to  those  bathing  houses  or  lodges  on  the  strand, 
which  are  only  occupied  three  or  four  months  in  the 
year  in  the  summer  season,  and  that  by  extending  the 
borough  to  that  it  would  imply  that  the  Commis- 
sioners would  water  and  cleanse  that  district  if  they 
took  the  taxes  from  it,  and  that  the  amount  of  taxa- 
tion that  must  he  levied  upon  the  property  would  not 
be  equivalent  to  what  would  be  the  cost  of  keeping  it 
in  repair. 

381.  Were  you  opposed  to  any  extension  being 
made  ? — No,  not  to  an  extension  all  round  the  borough 


My  objection  really  was  to  an  isolated  place  being 
brought  in. 

382.  But  the  Commissioners  proposed  a greater  ex- 
tension than  that? — Not  on  that  occasion. 

383.  Well,  here  is  what  they  propose  : — 

“ An  extension  of  the  boundary  on  the  south  to  the  level 
crossing,  over  the  Cork  and  Youghal  Railway  at  Clay 
Castle,  including  all  the  lands  and  premises ; thence  to  the 
town,  between  the  brow  of  Ivnockaverry  Hill  on  the  west, 
and  the  sea  on  the  east ; and  an  extension  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary borough  boundary  from  Knockaverry  northward 
to  the  northern  limit,  being  the  stream  which  runs  on  the 
north  side  of  and  close  to  Mistletoe  Castle." 

Do  you  object  to  that  extension  ?— That  only  goes 
north  and  south. 

384.  It  goes  west  also — you  don’t  accept  that  as  an 
extension  of  the  existing  boundary  to  he  adopted  1 — 
No. 

385.  Would  you  say  what  you  consider  to  he  an 
extension  you  would  approve  of  ? — The  boundary  may 
be  extended  to  the  lighthouse.  I would  light  to  the 
railway  station  as  a thing  almost  of  course,  but  ex- 
tend the  boundary  on  the  north  or  south,  or  on  the 
west,  is  not  really  necessary  for  the  lighting  and 
cleansing  purposes. 

386.  Then,  except  to  the  railway  we  may  say  you 
would  not  advocate  any  extension  ? — No,  except  under 
another  Act. 

387.  Yes,  hut  assuming  that  it  was  stated  that  the 
general  feeling  was  for  substituting  the  Towns  Im- 
provement Act  for  the  9th  George  IV, — assuming 
that  was  stated  to  day,  and  to  be  true,  what  would 
you  say? — Yes,  but  if  the  Board  was  for  having  it? 
How  is  it  that  a notice  was  given — a printed  notice — 
for  the  purpose  of  calling  together  the  meeting  on  the 
subject,  and  the  matter  was  deemed  so. interesting  to 
the  publio  that  of  twenty-one  members  only  seven  ap- 
peared. 

388.  Assuming  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  were 
adopted  instead  of  the  Act  of  George  IY. — do  you  see 
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any  objection  to  the  extension?— Very  great,  for  it  street,  and  as  the  main  sewer  passes  in  the  Main-street  Tocgbax. 
wmtld  allow  of  increased  taxation.  it  must  contaminate  the  pump.  jen.  2,  isrs. 

389.  But  give  yon  increased  powers  and  oppor-  39S.  Then  the  drainage  of  Youglial  requires  to  lie  — — 

♦unities  of  doing  good  for  the  town.  It  was  suggested  overhauled,  and  a better  system  introduced,  vou  think ! 

by  some  of  the  fix-st  witnesses  that  the  jp-onnd  upon  — Yes.  ' gl 

which  you  opposed  the  extension  was  chiefly  because  399.  That  would  involve  a scheme  of  some  ma^ni- 
itwouid  bring  in  house  .property  of  your  own  ? — It  tude  t — Yes;  but  the  streets  run  parallel  with  the  sea, 
woujcp  and  it  could  be  easily  done. 

390.  And  make  you  liable  ? — Yes.  _ 400.  Now,  would  it  not  facilitate  the  Cornmis- 

391.  And  does  that  at  all  influence  your  opiuion? — sioners  in  carrying  out  such  a scheme  as  that,  if  they 

Indeed,  it  docs.  had  a larger  area  to  assess  ? — Yes. 

392.  You  would  consider  it  ft  matter  of  £ s.  <7.  ? — 401.  For  instance,  if  these  valuable  houses  you  spoke 

Well,  I believe  there  are  some  tliirty-one  or  thirty-two  of  were  brought  in? — Yes,  but  I don’t  see  how  their 

houses  there  that  would  have  to  bear  the  whole  interests  would  be  affected  by  the  improved  sewage  of 

burthen.  If  the  whole  public  were  brought  in  to  Youghal. 

equalize  the  taxation  I would  not  mind,  but  I do  com-  402.  Would  not  the  town  then  be  more  healthy  and 
plain  that  I would  he  deriving  no  interest  from  it.  attract  more  visitors  ? — In  some  places,  perhaps.  ’ 

These  houses  are  of  no  value  in  the  whiter — they  are  403.  Yon  know  bad  sewers  engender  bad  and  un- 

only  let  for  three  or  four  mouths  in  the  year.  wholesome  air,  and  the  place  where  they  exist  become 

393.  Does  not  the  letting  value  of  those  three  or  unhealthy  and  would  not  that  deter  people  from  tak- 

four  months  correspond  very  much  with  the  letting  ing  these  nice  houses,  those  nice  marine  residences  1 — 

value  of  other  houses  for  the  whole  year? — Well,  sir,  We  have  had  long  experience,  and  nothing  of  that 

I have  several  of  them,  and  I purpose  letting  them  for  kind  ever  occurred. 

the  whole  year.  404.  You  say  the  water  is  contaminated  by  the 

394.  Would  not  municipal  improvement  generally  sewers? — Yes. 

in  the  town  have  the  effect  of  attracting  visitors,  and  405.  Well,  there  can  be  no  question  but  that  bad 
of  bringing  them  to  those  houses  of  yours — would  not  water  would  generate  disease  ? — There  can  be  no  argu- 

that  be  the  natural  effect  of  having  tlie  town  clean  and  ment  against  the  want  of  sewerage  improvement  in 

well  lighted,  and  so  on? — Well,  as  far  as  my  know-  the  town  and  of  its  affecting  the  water, 
ledge  goes  they  are  fully  occupied  during  the  season,  406.  Suppose  typhoid  fever  broke  out  in  Youghal 
and  people  only  want  more — I do  not  think  it  would  in  consequence  of  this,  and  that  the  fact  got  into  the 

improve  them.  Cork  papers  and  became  circulated  in  June  or  July, 

395.  Is  there  anything  else  yon  would  wish  to  say?  of  course  it  would  prevent  people  coming  down  to  take 

—As  to  the  pumps,  my  opinion  about  the  water  is  houses.  Would  it  not  be  the  interest,  therefore,  of 

that  the  water  is  right  good,  and  the  supply  plentiful,  house  owners  like  you  to  do  everything  to  keep  the 
and  that  the  pumps  are  injured  by  the  sewage.  town  in  a healthful  condition?  —I  have  heard  it  stated 

396.  You  believe  they  are  injured  by  defects  in  the  here  that  there  is  a fourpenny  rate  on  the  town  for  the 

sewerage? Yes.  sanitary  improvement  of  it. 

397  °The  sewage  is  bad  you  think? — Yes  ; the  407.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  the  sanitary  juris- 

sewage  of  Youghal  is  all  open  sewers,  not  pipes,  and  diction  transferred  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  to 

those  are  very  convenient  to  the  pumps.  There  is  a you? — I am. 

kind  of  trap  for  getting  down  to  the  pump,  and  all  the  408.  And  would  you  be  for  having  the  control  of 

washing  is  thrown  across  it — the  principal  pump  is  the  roads,  footpaths,  ami  so  on  1 — Yes,  I think  we  are 

drawn  on  the  quay,  but  tlic  well  of  it  is  in  the  Main-  paying  four  times  what  we  get  value  for. 


Mr.  Samuel  Merrick  examined. 


409.  You  are  a Town  Commissioner,  Mr.  Merrick  ? 
—Yes. 

410.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  gi  ven  to-day  ? — 
Yes. 

411.  You  were  one  of  the  majority  who  were  in 

favour  of  the  proposed  extension  ? — Yes.  I wish  to 
say  that  some  time  ago,  when  looking  for  the  Harbour 
Board1  Bill 

412.  You  were  looking  for  it? — Yes  ; we  obtained 
it  about  a year  ago,  and  it  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  September.  We  were  looking  for  control  over  the 
roads,  and  we  expected  we  would  have  got  opposition, 
and  the  upshot  was  that  we  threw  it  overboard  at  the 
tune. 

413.  But  it  is  still  the  prevailing  wish  to  have  con- 
trol over  the  roads  ? — -Yes,  and  has  been  for  a long  time. 

414.  You  think  the  work  could  be  done  better  and 
cheaper  ? — Y es.  Some  time  ago  the  sewer  in  the  Main- 
street  broke  down,  and  the  contractor  filled  it  up  with 
stones.  We  could  not  do  anything  with  it,  because 
the  road  belonged  to  some  one  else,  and  there  was  a 
complication  of  authorities. 

415.  You  find  that  between  the  Grand  Jury,  and 
the  Guardians,  and  the  Town  Commissioners,  with  a 
divided  jurisdiction,  there  is  great  difficulty  ? — Yes  ; 
the  streets  are  in  a very  bad  state  of  repair,  and  we 
brought  the  matter  before  the  Grand  Jury,  but  they 
threw  it  out.  The  streets  are  at  present  in  a bad  state 
of  repair. 

416.  You  don’t  think  the  outlay  by  the  G-rand  Jury 
is  commensurate  with  the  county  cess  levied? — No, 
nothing  like  it.  Some  time  ago  £200  was  what  the 


Grand  Jury  allowed  for  certain  work,  and  we  had  to 
supplement  it  by  another  £100,  otherwise  it  would  not 
be  done. 

417.  Can  you  suggest  anything  else  ? — Well,  exten- 
sion is  very  much  needed. 

418.  What  extension  would  you  be  for? — I would 
include  the  five  townlands. 

419.  And  you  think  if  these  five  townlands  were 
included  it  would  meet  the  case  ? — Yes.  The  Town 
Commissioners  were  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and  the 
reason  they  had  to  throw  it  up  was  the  area  was  so 
limited.  The  Id.  in  the  pound  did  not  half  pay. 

420.  You  are  aware  that  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  of  1874,  in  cases  where  the  population  did  not  ex- 
ceed 6,000  the  jurisdiction  was  transferred  t— Well, 
we  were  the  Sanitary  Authority 

421.  There  was  some  mistake  made  about  yorr 

^°Mr  Hot/nei^The  mistake  arose  by  the  published 
return  beingTor  the  Parliamentary  limit. 

422.  The  Guardians,  however,  became  the  Sanitary 

Authority?  n 

Mr  Merrick.— Yes ; the  radius  was  so  small  we 
could  not  collect  sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses.  _ 

423  So  your  view  as  to  the  sanitary  transfer  is  to 
have  an  extended  area  ?-Yes.  In  any  case  we  would 
like  to  have  it  for  convenience  sake. 

424.  Yon  think  the  work  would  be  better  done?— 

Y Mr.  Hod-nett.—' They  are  very  good  men,  hut  too  fer 
away  for  the  minute  work  involved  m attending  to  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  town. 
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yooghal.  Mr.  Farrell. — It  has  been  stated  that  a special  sani-  the  contributory  district,  for  that  was  Williamstown, 
Jan.  2, 1379.  tary  rate  was  struck  for  the  Strand’  houses,  but  it  was  Dysart,  and  Claycastle. 

. — . , for  another  purpose  with  refei’ence  to  the  sluice  and 

dr.  S.  Merrick.  1 r 


Mr.  John 
Simpkins. 


Mr.  Johk  Simpkins,  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  examined. 


425.  How  long  have  you  been  chairman? — Going 
on  two  years. 

426.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  at  which  this 
matter  was  considered] — Yes,  as  chairman. 

427.  You  have  heard  the  different  statements  made 
by  the  gentlemen  who  have  given  information,  is  there 
anything  you  wish  to  add ? — Well,  nothing  to  what 
Mr.  Hodnett  lias  stated  to  you.  He  went  fully  into 
the  matter  with  the  Commissioners.  He  is  Law  Agent 
for  the  Commissioners,  and  understands  the  ups  and 
downs  of  everything  on  the  subject. 

428.  You  concur  generally  in  his  views  ? — Yes. 

429.  Are  you  in  favour  of  transferring  the  sanitary 
jurisdiction  from  the  Board  of  Guardians? — Yes,  it 
would  “be  a very  good  thing. 

430.  And  you  would  also  wish  to  have  the  roads 
and  bridges  under  your  control  I — Yes,  it  would  be  a 
good  thing. 


431.  As  to  the  extension,  do  you  adhere  to  thenar- 
ticular  boundary  line  that  has  been  suggested  in  your 
answers  to  the  queries  we  transmitted  you,  or  would 
you  be  disposed  to  go  further? — I think  the  suggestions 
of  Mr.  Hodnett  are  the  ones  we  would  wish  to  adopt 
I think  it  would  be  too  much  to  bring  in  the  five  town- 
lands. 

432.  But  you  would  bring  in  Claycastle — the  whole 
of  it? — Yes. 

433.  And  Knockaveory  ? — Yes. 

434.  And  you  would  not  bring  in  the  electoral 
division  as  a boundary? — No,  that  would  be  too  much 
I think. 

435.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  were  proposing  the  in- 
troduction of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act? — I t.hinl- 
it  would  be  a good  thing  if  we  had  that. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


BANDON.— JANUARY  3rd,  1879. 

(Before  Mr.  W.  A.  Exham,  Q.C.,  Chairman  of  the  Commission.) 


Mr.  Stewart 
R Tresillian. 


Mr.  Stewart  Richard  Tresillian  examined. 


1.  You  are  the  Town  Clerk  here? — Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  held  the  office  ? — Since  the 
year  1S55. 

3.  I believe  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  was 
never  adopted  here  ? — No  ■ the  town  is  governed  under 
the  9th  of  Geo.  IV. 

4.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town  at  present,  and 
what  is  the  population  ? — The  municipal  borough  con- 
sists of  118|  acres  and  10  perches— taken  from  the 
sate  books — the  two  divisions  in  which  the  town 
stands.  The  population  is  4,300. 

5.  And  the  valuation  ? — £6,152. 

6.  The  town  stands  in  two  electoral  divisions  al- 
ready?— Yes. 

6.  What  are  they? — Ballymoden  and  Kilbrogan. 
The  town  is  divided  by  the  Bandon  river. 

7.  And  Kilbrogan  is  on  the  north  and  Ballymoden 
on  the  south? — Yes. 

8.  Have  the  Commissioners,  as  a body,  met  and 
considered  the  question  as  to  the  extension  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  town  ? — Not  as  a body. 

9.  Well,  did  any  of  them  consider  it? — At  a com- 
mittee meeting. 

10.  A committee  of  the  Town  Commissioners? — 
Yes. 

11.  Having  met  for  that  purpose  ? — Yes. 

12.  And  have  they  deputed  you,  as  the  Town  Clerk, 
to  speak  for  them  1— Y es. 

13.  Then  what  is  the  view  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  boundary  here  ? — They  are  unanimously 
in  favour  of  an  extension  here. 

11.  The  Parliamentary  and  the  municipal  boun- 
daries are  not  coterminous  ? — They  are  not. 

15.  To  what  extent  does  the  Parliamentary  exceed 
the  municipal  ? — The  Parliamentary  boundary  consists 
of  an  area  of  395  acres. 

16.  And  what  is  the  valuation,  can  you  tell  me  ? — 
£8,884. 

17.  Do  you  mean  of  the  entire  Parliamentary  boun- 
dary ? — Yes. 

1 8.  Wha  t is  the  excess  of  population  in  the  Parlia- 
tary  boundary  beyond  £4,000  ? — The  Parliamentary 
is  £6,131. 

19.  What  is  the  proposal,  then,  that  you  are 
authorized  to  make  on  the  part  of  the  T-own  Commis- 
sioners ? — The  general  impression  is  that  a radius  of 
two  miles  should  be  the  boundary. 


20.  From  the  centre  of  the  town? — Yes;  taken 
from  some  central  point. 

21.  Would  that  exceed  the  Parliamentary  boun- 
dary?— It  would. 

22.  By  what  extent? — I am  not  prepared  exactly  to 
say  to  what  extent  in  acres,  for  there  is  nothing  to 
guide  me,  for  that  radius  would  cut  holdings. 

23.  That  would  never  do.  Can  you  give  mo  the 
names  of  the  townlands  that  you  would  propose  to  take 
in  by  the  extension,  and  the  valuation  of  each  ? — lam 
not  prepared  to  say  the  points  that  the  two  miles 
radius  would  extend  to. 

24.  But  the  proposal  is  that  all  townlands  within 
the  two  mile  radius  they  should  he  taken  in  ? — Yes. 

25.  On  what  principle  is  it  that  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners would  propose  that  you  should  travel  beyond 
the  Parliamentary  boundary  with  regard  to  this  town. 
Are  there  any  institutions,  gentlemen’s  seats,  or  large 
buildings  that  would  be  taken  in  by  going  beyond  the 
Parliamentary  boundary  ? — Yes,  there  are  gentlemen’s 
seats. 

26.  How  many  would  you  say? — Not  many.  I 
could  almost  name  them.  There  is  Castle  Ber- 
nard — — 

27-  Do  you  mean  Lord  Bandon’s  residence  ? — Yes. 

28.  Would  that  come  within  the  two  mile  area?— 
Yes,  that  would  come  in  the  two  mile  area,  and  not 
be  in  the  Parliamentary  boundary.  Then  there  is  Mr. 
Seely’s  of  Richmount.  I should  say  Prospect  would 
be  about  the  limit — that  is  where  Captain  Davidson 
lives ; Mr.  Hewitt,  of  Glencoole ; Mr.  Pope,  and  Mr. 
Doherty.  Then,  on  the  Kilbrogan  side,  Mr.  Berwick, 
Mr.  Thomas  K.  Sullivan,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eccles. 
I think  that  takes  in  the  western  portion.  I think 
that  includes  all  the  gentlemen’ ^residences  on  the  wes- 
tern side. 

29.  Are  there  any  others  ?— Yes,  on  the  eastern 
side,  about  a dozen  in  addition. 

30.  In  addition  to  those  you  have  named  beyond 
the  Parliamentary  boundary,  and  that  would  be  taken 
in  within  that  two  mile  radius,  are  there  any  farmers  ? 
—There  are. 

31.  About  how  many  within  the  whole  circle — how 
many  of  the  farming  class? — Well,  not  many  ; because 
the  greater  portion  of  the  ground  is  held  by  towns- 
people. Would  you  describe  those  as  farmers  ? 
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31.  Certainly  not  as  farmers  ? — There  are  a good 
many. 

32.  But  the  people  who  own  those  are  already  rated 
within  the  present  boundary? — Numbers  of  them  are. 

33.  In  addition  to  those  rated  within  the  present 
area  about  how  many  would  come  on  the  franchise  by 
the  extension — of  the  humbler  class,  within  the  two 
mile  radius  and  outside  the  Parliamentary  boundary  ? 

x cannot  pretend  to  be  strictly  accurate  in  answer- 
er that  question.  I should  say,  on  an  estimate, 
about  150. . 

34.  Beyond  the  Parliamentary  and  within  the  muni- 
cipal area,  as  proposed,  with  a radius  of  two  miles'? — 

I think  so. 

35.  At  all  events,  you  think  there  would  be  over 
100? — I think  there  would. 

36.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  do  the 
persons  living  within  the  proposed  area  of  two  miles 
derive  substantial  benefit  from  their  proximity  to  the 
town,  so  as  to  justify  the  Commissioners  in  asking  for 
that  extension  1 — That  is  the  impression  of  the  Com- 
missioners; that  is  the  very  reason  for  their  recom- 
mending the  extension  of  the  area  beyond  the  present 
limit. 

37.  That  they  largely  derive  benefits  from  the  town 
from  their  close  residential  vicinity  to  it? — Yes. 

38.  Can  you  tell  me,  without  going  into  the  names, 

about  how  many  gentlemen’s  seats  are  there  outside 
the  present  boundary,  and  that  would  be  within 
the  Parliamentary  boundary  ? — "Within  the  municipal 
boundary  there  are  411  ratepayers.  _ . 

39.  How  many  voters  would  there  be  in  the  Par- 
liamentary— they  would  not  be  so  many  ? — T will  give 
you  the  holdings. 

40.  But  you  don't  know  the  number  of  electors  ? — I 
do  not. 

41.  Can  you  tell  me  about  how  many  gentlemen’s 
seats  would  be  between  the  municipal  and  the  Parlia- 
mentary boundary  ? — I should  say  about  twenty-four 
gentlemen’s  seats. 

42.  Can  you  tell  me,  besides  the  gentlemen’s  seats, 
are  there  not  some  large  manufactories  and  stores  out- 
side the  municipal  and  within  the  Parliamentary 
boundary  ? — There  is  one — Allman’s  distillery. 

43.  Are  there  any  others? — Yes,  there  are  ; Unkle’s 
mills.  There  are  four. 

44.  I suppose  the  valuations  of  those  establishments 
are  very  high? — Yes  ; of  two  particularly. 

45.  Now,  about  what  is  the  valuation  of  Allman’s 
distillery? — I can  tell  you  in  a moment.  The  dis- 
tillery holdings  will  amount  to  .£450. 

46.  A year  ? — Yes,  sir. 

47.  Does  that  include  all  ? — It  does.  Mr.  Baker’s 
scutch  mill  is  valued  at  £20 ; that  is  two.  Mr.  Unkle’s 
mill  and  premises  is  valued  at  £150. 

48.  What  about  Barrett’s  tan-yard.  I suppose  that 
is  not  a large  holding  ? — -£21. 

49.  Are  the  two  railway  stations  at  present  within 
the  municipality? — No,  sir ; neither  of  them. 

50.  Is  the  convent  within  the  present  municipal 

area? — No;  the  boundary  strikes  about  there;  it  is 
not  within  the  municipal  boundary.  _ 

51.  I need  not  ask  you  if  all  these  premises  derive 
exceptional  advantage  from  the  town,  particularly  Mr. 
Allman’s  distillery  and  the  railway?- — Certainly,  and 
they  derive  great  benefit  from  the  town,  and  that  is 
the  circumstance  which  has  guided  the  Commissioners 
in  recommending,  the  extended  area. 

52.  To  what  length,  have  you  calculated,  reaching 
each  way,  east  .and  west,  would  the  railways  that  are 
to  be  taken  in  be  included — I suppose  about  a mile 
and  a half  oil  each  side  of  this  proposed  extension  ? — 
The  radius  of ‘two  miles  must  take  in  a large  length 
of  each  railway. 

53.  And  they  are  not  in  at  all  at  present  ? — Not  at 
all,  at  present. 


54.  For  instance,  so  far  as  the  West  Cork  Railway 
is  concerned,  that  passes  through  the  town,  does  it  not, 
and  is  it  not  valued  within  the  municipal  area  at  pre- 
sent ? — No. 

55.  Nor  any  of  the  ground  over  which  it  passes  in 
the  town  ? — No. 

56.  Would  any  of  this  proposed  extension  go  beyond 

the  two  electoral  divisions  you  have  named  ? No*  sir  ■ 

it  would  be  confined  to  the  two  electoral  divisions. 

57.  Are  your  Board  of  opinion  that,  with  this 
increased  area,  becoming,  as  you  would  then,  an  Urban 
Sanitary  Authority,  the  affairs  of  the  town  could 
be  better  administered  by  having  it  all  in  the  hinds 
of  the  Town  Commissioners  ?— That  is  the  feeling  of 
the  Board.  They  conceive  that  the  representatives  in 
the  town — that  the  town  being  represented  by  local 
parties — that  they  would  naturally  take  a greater 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  town  than  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  consisting,  as  it  does,  of  a few  from  the 
town  and  others  from  the  country. 

58.  Is  it  the  feeling  of  your  Board  that  the  affairs 
of  the  town,  including  this  increased  area,  would  be 
better  managed  if  you  had  the  administering  of  the 
management  of  the  roads  and  all  that  is  now  done  by 
the  Grand  Jury  in  the  expenditure  of  the  county  ? — 
That  is  the  feeling — that  there  would  be  more  interest 
taken  in  the  condition  of  the  town  if  those  matters 
were  managed  by  the  Town  Commissioners. 

59. . At  present,  you  are  aware,  there  is  a differential 
rating  in  the  town,  although  you  are  under  the  9th 
Geo.  IV.  ? — I am. 

60.  Of  course,  you  know  that  persons  outside  the 
municipal  boundary  pay  county-at-large  charges  and 
county  rate  for  the  keeping  up  of  the  roads.  Have 
the  Commissioners  considered  whether,  supposing  this 
extension  was  to  take  place,  the  ratepayers  in  the 
extended  boundary  would  be  likely  to  pay  more  or 
less  than  they  do  at  present  ? — The  feeling  is,  that  the 
rates  necessary  for  the  repairs  of  the  streets  and  roads 


would  be  less. 

61.  So  that,  even  if  they  paid  on  the  full,  they 
would  pay  less  than  they  do  now  ? — Yes. 

62.  Have  your  Commissioners  considered  at  all 
this  question:  Whether,  supposing  you  do  add  ou 
these  outlying  districts  to  the  extent  proposed  by 
them,  whether  it  would  be  right,  in  their  opinion, 
that  the  persons  to  be  brought  in  in  this  extended  area 
should  pay  equal  rates  or  a differential  rate  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town?— The  feeling  is  that  they 
should  pay  an  equal  rate  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  for  they  have  all  the  advantages  which  the 
townspeople  have,  both  of  the  public  lighting,  the 
markets,  and  the  schools. 

63.  Of  course,  they  do  not  to  the  same  extent  use 
the  roads  ?— On  the  contrary,  the  impression  is  that 
the  outsiders  use  the  reads  more  than  the  towns- 

1,6  Gk6  Do  the  Town  Commissioners  cousider  that  even 
if  the  law  was  to  remain  as  it  is  at  present,-  under  the 
62nd  section  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  and  that 
Bandon  was  put  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act, 
that  still  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  town  to  hav  e 
this  outside  property  brought  in,  even  though  it  onlj 
paid  one-fourth  of  the  rates?— Yes ; but  ■ they  con- 
sider that  it  would  be  an  injustice,  that  that  should 
only  pay  one-fourth,  inasmuch  as  m the  opinion  of  tte 
Town  Commissioners  they  use  the  reads  and  the  town 
even  more  than  the  townspeople  themselves 

65.  What  have  the  rates  been  for  tin  last  two  i 
three  years— municipal,  county,  and  poor  law!-L 
will  furnish  you  with  that  information.  , 

CG.  Would  the  present  parliamentary  Wdarj 
keep  you  within  the  two  electoral  divisions  ?-lt  v onM- 
67  But  if  you  go  outside,  to  what  you  propose  it 
will  take  you  into  five  or  six  electoral  divisions 
it  will. 


Basdox. 
Jan.  t,  1879. 

Mr.  Stewart 
It.  Tresillian. 


o 
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MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


IiAN'DON. 

Jan.  8, 1873. 

Mr.  Joseph 
Callinan. 


Mr.  Joseph  C'allinax  examined. 


68.  You  are  a merchant,  residing  in  the  town? — Yes. 

69.  And  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners? — 
Yes. 

70.  How*  long  have  you  presided  over  the  Board  ? — 
About  four  years. 

71.  As  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners  can 
you  say  whether  or  not  there  is  a feeling  amongst  the 
entire  body  with  regard  to  the  extension  of  the 
municipal  area  ? — There  is  a very  strong  feeling  in 
favour  of  an  extension. 

72.  Can  you  say  that  the  ratepayers  within  the 
municipality  join  as  well  in  that  feeling  ? — Yes. 

73.  To  wliat  extent  can  you  say,  according  to  that 
feeling,  the  area  should  be  extended  ? — Well,  there  are 
some  who  speak  in  favour  of  the  parliamentary  boun- 
dary, but  the  majority  are  in  favour  of  a two-mile  radius. 

74.  That  is,  to  take  in  all  townlands  as  nearly  as 
possible  that  would  be  lit  by  a two-mile  radius  t— ‘ Yes. 

75.  Can  you  tell  me,  in  your  opinion,  and  of  your 
own  knowledge  as  an  inhabitant  of  the  town,  whether 
the  persons  living  in  the  extended  area  derive  excep- 
tional benefit  from  their  proximity  to  the  town  so  as  to 
warrant  the  townspeople  in  asking  that  they  should 
share  in  the  taxation  ? — I think  they  are  fully  entitled 
to  pay  their  proportion  of  the  taxes,  as  they  derive 
great  benefit  from  living  so  near  the  town. 

76.  I suppose,  so  far  as  the  gentry  are  concerned, 
they  take  advantage  of  the  schools,  the  places  of  wor- 
ship, the  markets,  the  railways,  and  of  all  those  places  ? 
—Yes. 

77.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  whether  it 

would  be  fair  to  the  people  living  in  the  farthest  limit 
of  the  area,  that  they  should  pay  a differential  rate  on 
the  same  rate  as  the  people  in  the  town  ? — Perhaps  I 
should  tell  you  that  there  is  a movement  at  present 
to  bring  the  town  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act, 
and  we  all  know  that,  although  there  is  only  a fourth 
of  the  rating  to  be  paid  by  the  farmers 

78.  A fourth  of  the  improvement  rate  ? — Yes,  gene- 
rally ; the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  it  should 
be  a great  deal  more  than  a fourth ; at  the  same  time 
they  are  satisfied  to  take  the  amount  allowed  by  the 
Act  of  Parliament. 

79.  One-fourth? — Yes. 

80.  Have  the  Commissionei*s  considered  whether 
they  should  pay  more,  or  what  sort  of  moiety  they 
should  pay  ? — The  opinion  that  I have  heard  expressed 
is  that  they  should  pay  one-half. 

81.  As  fiu*  as  you  are  aware,  has  there  been  any  ex- 
pression of  opinion  by  the  gentry  outside  the  present 
municipal  area  against  owners  of  property  being 
brought  in  ? — I have  not  heard  of  any.  A great  many 
of  the  gentry  have  offices  in  the  town,  and  derive  a 
handsome  revenue  out  of  them,  and  so  I do  not  think 
they  should  object. 


82.  Have  you  considered  whether  or  not,  by  in. 
creasing  the  area  and  becoming  the  Urban  Sanitary" 
Authority,  that  the  affairs  of  the  municipality,  if  ex- 
tended, would  be  better  managed  if  everything  w-aj 
under  one  board  ? — Yes,  everything  could  be  better 
managed  ; it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  town 
Everything  would  be  a great  deal  better  managed. 

83.  For  the  roads  and  for  sanitary  purposes  k-Yes 

84.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  persons  in  the  ex- 
tended area  would  not  be  called  upon,  if  it  was  under 
municipal  control,  to  pay  more  than  they  do  at  pre- 
sent ? — I don’t  think  they  would. 

85.  And  that  the  roads  could  be  kept  cheaper?— 
Yes ; I think  they  could  be  better  done,  and  at  a less 
cost. 

86.  Do  you  propose  to  light  the  extended  district! 
— No,  we  do  not ; it  does  not  require  it. 

87.  In  your  opinion  it  would  not  require  it  ?— It 
would  not. 

8S.  Suppose  the  portion  in  the  Parliamentary  area 
was  taken  in — is  that  lit  at  present  ? — Not  the  entire 
of  it. 

89.  Is  any  portion  of  it  ? — A portion  of  it  is. 

90.  That  is  beyond  the  Municipal  and  within  the 
Parliamentary  area  ? — There  is  nothing  lit  beyond  the 
municipal  boundary. 

91.  Supposing  those  large  stores  and  the  railway 
station  are  brought  in — would  you  be  prepared  to  light 
them? — We  would  go  a certain  extent  in  accommodat- 
ing them. 

92.  Would  you  do  the  same  in  the  Parliamentary 
boundary  that  you  would  do  in  the  Municipal  boun- 
dary ? — Wherever  we  would  see  that  the  thing  would 
be  necessary  and  of  public  advantage,  we  would  be  will- 
ing to  do  so. 

93.  Then  I understand  you  to  say  that  in  such 
portions  of  the  increased  area  as  would  be  a thorough- 
fare you  would  be  prepared  to  do  that,  but  as  to  so 
much  as  would  be  in  the  nature  of  private  roads,  where 
houses  would  be  far  asunder,  there  would  be  no  occasion 
for  it? — Yes. 

94.  Even  supposing  the  people  outside  were  only  to 
pay  a half,  you  would  be  prepared  to  do  that  as  far  as 
the  thoroughfares  extend? — Certainly,  so  far  as  the 
thoroughfares  extend. 

95.  Is  there  anything  else  that  occurs  ti>  you  as  to 
that  ? — I may  as  well  mention  that  there  is  one  thing 
that  I wish  to  bring  under  your  notice,  aud  that  is  that 
the  public  rate  that  we  derive  at  present  from  our 
boundaries,  does'not  at  all  meet  the  cost  of  the  public 
lighting.  The  public  rate  amounts  to  about  £250  a 
year,  and  the  public  lighting  costs  us  about  £400  a 
year,  so  that  we  have  a loss  of  £150  a year  on  the 
public  lighting.  I give  you  that  as  an  argument  why 
we  should  bring  in  more  taxation. 


Mr.  ‘William 
T.  Sullivan. 


Mr.  William  Thomas 

96.  You  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Bandon? — I am. 

97.  And  have  for  a long  time  filled  the  position  ?— 
Yes. 

98.  And  have  been  long  resident  here  ? — Yes.  I 
may  state  that  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  9th 
of  George  IY.  there  was  a great  deal  of  difference  of 
opinion  with  reference  to  Hie  definition  of  the  boun- 
dary. From  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  9th  of 
George  IY.,  when  the  boundaries  were  settled,  there 
has  been  no  alteration  since. 

99.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  bounds  should  he 
extended  7 — Certainly. 

100.  And,  as  far  as  you  know,  is  it  the  general 
opinion  ? — I am  not  enabled  to  say,  as  I have  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  general  opinion  as 
yet  upon  it,  but  upon  the  grounds  of  equity  and  jus- 
tice to  all  parties,  I conceive  that  the  boundaries 
should  be  extended ; and  I will  give  you  my  reason 
why.  There  are  two  or  three  very  extensive  concerns 
outside  the  present  municipal  boundary,  which  derive 


Sullivan  examined. 

all  the  advantages  from  the  proximity  of  the  town. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I conceive  that  it  is  quite 
inequitable  that  they  should  he  free  of  the  taxation  of 
the  town. 

101.  Have  you  considered  the  extent  to  which  that 
extension  should  go — are  you  in  favour  of  having  the 
municipal  and  Parliamentary  boundaries  the  same,  or 
would  you  go  beyond  the  Parliamentary? — Well,  that 
is  a question  that  I have  not  certainly  given  very 
serious  consideration  to.  I have  heard  the  very  ela- 
borate report  of  the  Clerk  to  the  Commissioners,  who 
has  entered  most  fully  into  everything — the  statistics, 
&c.,  connected  with  the  affaire  of  the.  town — and  he 
certainly  has  given  very  strong  reasons  why  the  area 
should  be  extended  beyond  the  Parliamentary  boun 
dary  ; but,  in  a financial  point  of  view,  I am  not  en- 
abled to  consider,  with  justice  to  all  parties — to  those 
outside  the  Parliamentary  boundary  and  then  those 
within  it — I am  not  able  to  form  a positive  opinion  as 
to  whether  or  not  we  should  extend  the  area  beyond 
the  Parliamentary  boundary. 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


102.  But  at  all  events  to  the  extent  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary boundary,  in  your  opinion,  it  ought  to  be 
increased1!— Most  decidedly;  and  for  the  reason,  I 
think  Mr.  Callinan  stated,  that  the  present  public 
rate  is  inadequate  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  town, 
and  therefore,  upon  that  ground,  I think  the  area  of 
taxation  should  be  extended. 

103.  Tell  me  as  to  the  extent  of  the  Parliamentary 
boundary,  what  is  your  view  with  regard  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  rate — should  the  persons  to  the  extent  of 
the  Parliamentary  boundary  pay  the  same  rate  as  those 
within  the  municipal  1 — Unquestionably. 

104.  Suppose  you  went  beyond  the  Parliamentary 
boundary,  as  suggested  by  the  Commissioners,  would 
you  then  be  in  favour  of  a differential  rate  for  those 
outside  the  Parliamentary  boundary  1 — Most  de- 
cidedly. 

105.  Have  you  considered  at  all  with  reference  to 

the  Towns  Improvement  Act  the  question  of  having 
a differential  rating,  and  whether  they  should  pay  one- 
half  or  one-quarter  1 — One-lialf  should  be  the  fullest 
extent,  and,  if  possible,  it  should  be  under  it.  I may 
as  well  mention  with  reference  to  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act 

106.  I have  nothing  to  say  to  that! — I only  just 
wish  to  mention  here  in  reference  to  this,  that  we  arc 


at  this  moment  paying  a county  rate  in  this  town,  as  haxdos. 
well  as  all  the  other  local  rates,  and  the  people  of  the  Jan.  3,  isr». 
town  feel  it  as  a great  hardship ; whereas,  if  they  were  3r  ,77777 
placed  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  they  would  T.Sullivim!1 
get  rid  of  a large  portion  of  that  rate ; and.  in  a finan- 
cial point  of  view,  it  would  be  of  great  importance  to 
the  town,  as  well  as  giving  us  ample  powers,  which 
we  do  not  possess  at  present,  by  the  antiquity  of  the  Act 
from  which  our  powers  are  derived. 

107.  In  your  opinion,  it  would  be  for  the  advantage 
of  the  town  that  there  should  be  one  board  for  all  mat- 
ters— sanitary,  roads,  and  all — is  that  your  opinion  1 — 

Well,  you  have  asked  me  a question  which  requires 
some  consideration.  In  the  first  place,  the  Board  of 
Guardians  are  managing  the  sanitary  affairs  of  the 
town  very  fairly  in  my  opinion,  and  the  contracts 
taken  for  the  streets  are  fairly  carried  out.  There 
lias  to  be  a competition  for  those  contracts,  and  there 
is  no  advantage,  in  my  opinion,  taken  in  that  matter. 

Of  course,  I dare  say,  under  one  body  all  these  matters 
may  be  more  economically  managed  ; but  I should  say 
where  the  Commissioners  would  havesuch  a deepinterest 
in  the  town,  and  in  everything  connected  with  it,  that 
its  interests  would  he  carefully  worked  by  them,  and, 
probably,  upon  the  whole,  there  would  be  more  or  leas 
of  a saving. 


Mr.  Richard  W.  Doherty  examined.  1 

108.  I believe  you  are  agent  to  the  Earl  of  Bandon  towards  the  town! — I do  not  see  that  they  can  get 

here  1 Yes.  much  advantage  where  they  are  living  beyond  the 

109.  What  are  your  views  with  reference  to  the  limits  of  lighting. 

proposed  extension  of  the  boundary  1— As  far  as  my  113.  The  advantage  is  this:  is  not  their  ground, 
views  go,  I would  be  in  favour  of  extending  the  and  are  not  their  places  rendered  more  valuable  by  their 
boundary  to  the  extent  of  the  Parliamentary  boundary,  proximity  to  the  town,  market,  placesof  worship,  schools, 
and  I think  that  that  would  be  quite  ample  for  all  4-e.  1— That  won’t  bring  them  a bit  nearer  to  the  town, 
purposes  required,  and  would  cause  less  confusion  than  1 1 4.  But  the  question  is,  should  they  not  contribute 
what  Mr.  Sullivan  was  referring  to.  If  you  gofuther  something  towards  the  keeping  up  of  the  town!— 
you  must  bear  a portion  of  the  rates,  and  all  that.  For  That  is  a matter  of  opinion. 

all  purposes  of  lighting,  cleansing,  and  so  on,  I think  115.  And  I want  to  know  your  opinion  4-1  do  not 
the  Parliamentary  boundary  would  be  ample,  and  a see  that  they  would  gam  anything  by  it. 
ei-eat  deal  more.  116-  T,ie  cluestl0u  do  they  not  gain  from  their 

b HO.  Then,  with  the  Parliamentary  boundary  should  proximity  to  the  town,  as  a market  town,  and  having  a 
all  parties  pay  tlic  same  rate? — I do  think  so,  cel-  railway  terminus  tee-lmt  you  say  that  they  getthat 
tainlv  I take  it.  that  if  extended  to  that  they  would  whether  they  are  brought  m or  not  J-I  do. 
get  the  lighting  extended  so  far.  It  is  right  to  mention  117.  lint  you  must  go  with  the  age-tie 
now  that  th.Se  is  portion  of  this  town  that  was  ,s,  should  not  the  rate  be  mere.sed  l-Of  COtese,  m 
originally  set  apart  for  a boundary  under  the  0th  any  case  land  near  to  a town  rs  more  r Jnable  but  I 
GeS^e  IV.,  and  the  lights  were  never  put  np  there-  do  not  think  it  increases ;m  vnhte  to an extent  to  be 
up  to  the  spout  on  the  Castle-road.  That  was  the  affected  by  toation  nr  the  slightest  degree.  There  are 
boundary  originally  agreed  upon,  and  the  lights  do  not  very  few n-essi deuces  about  here  , 

extend  withte  SOOto^OO  yards  of  that,  and  that  road  113  Is  it  your 

• - 1:„ , , , a couple  of  miles,  say,  from  this  point  [retemng  to 

m Yom  view,  if  the  Parliamentary  area  was  map],  does  not  derive  from . its  proxim%  *» 


up  to  the  spout  on  the  Castle-road.  Ihat  was  tue  anecreu  uy  uum  , ° ° 

boundary  originally  agreed  upon,  and  the  lights  do  not  very  few  rea, deuces  about  here  , 

extend  withte  300^400  yards  of  that,  and  that  road  113  Is  it  your  opuuon  that  tf 

■•ill  J a couple  of  miles,  say,  from  this  point  [reiemng  to 

» tolhich 

so ; I think  that  would  be  only  justice  - exceotlonai  value  1— Yes ; hut  I cannot 

113.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  going  beyond  the  Par-  giv  J ^ P would  improve  much  in  value 
hamentary  boundary  the  residents  outside,  to  a eel-tarn  ' 5 ain  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  Par- 

limited  extent,  at  all  evente,  do  not  *eu  by  the ^ „„e,  and  the  9th  of 

proximity  to  the  town,  derive  exceptional  advantages,  y , 

in  respect  of  which  they  should  contribute  something  George  IV.  7 8 

Mr.  David  Craig  examined. 

„ . . U generally  farms.  Iu  the  Dukes  property  that  is 

120.  I believe  you  are  acting  here  for  Mr.  Berwick,  ^ cage 
who  is  agent  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  1— Yes ; I am  m A good  deal  of  the  Duke  s property  consists 
the  assistant  to  the  agent.  of  townparks  ? — Yes,  a good  deal  ...  , , . 

121  Can  V<m  tell  me  in  your  opinion,  to  what—  123.  At  all  events,  you  would  be  of  opinion  that 
say,  torn  the  centre,  of  the  toTO-extent  does  land  it  would  be  fair  ^Licfpulhr 

derive  benefit  from  its  proximity  to  the  town? — I hamentary  boundary,  stm  \ 1 T 1 

SS “to ’The  toLpavks  are  let  for  witomthetw.  “ 

grazing  purposes  about  two  miles  out ; beyond  tha  Lord  bandon. 

Mr.  Tresildiax  re-examined.  . , 

-ndtliin  the  Parliamentary  is  within  one  of 

124.  I assume  that  all  the  townlands  within  the  Jownlan  divisions  1— Within  the  two  same 

present  Parliamentary  boundary  axe  comprised  within  the  ^ 

those  two  electoral  divisions'!— Certainly.  ™ . inauirv  terminated. 

125.  Even  though  portion  of  a townland  may  be  a The  mquiry 

little  outside  the  Parliamentary  boundary,  still  e\  ery  O 2 
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MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 

MIDLETON.— JANUARY  3rd,  1879. 
Before  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton,  C.E. 


Mr.  Samuel  M‘Cullagh  examined. 


1.  You  are  clerk  of  tlie  Town  Commissioners  ? — 
Yes. 

2.  How  long  liave  you  held  that  position  ? — Since 
the  adoption  of  the  Act  in  1857. 

3.  Had  the  town  previously  been  under  the  9th  of 
George  IV.  ? — Ho,  sir. 

•4.  Did  you  on  that  occasion  adopt  the  Act  in  its 
entirety  or  only  in  part  ? — Only  in  part. 

5.  ‘What  part  did  you  adopt  ? — All,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  lighting  and  supplying  with  water. 

6.  You  subsecpiently  did  adopt  the  Act  for  those 
purposes  ? — Ho  ; but  we  did  for  lighting. 

7.  When  was  that? — On  the  12th  February,  1877. 
There  is  a sealed  order  of  that  date. 

S.  You  never  adopted  the  water  clause? — Never  at 
uuy  tinie. 

9.  What  is  the  area  of  the  existing  municipality  of 
Midleton? — 369a.  12u.  8p. 

10.  In  the  return  to  me  I find  it  is  381a.,  but 
we  often  find  some  disparity  of  that  kind.  What  is 
the  valuation  ? — In  buildings  .£4,947  5s. ; half  annual 
rents,  ,£116  os.;  lauds,  £526. 

11.  Give  the  total? — Altogether  it  is  £5,589  10s. 

12.  How  many  townlauds  or  parts  of  towulands 
does  the  municipal  district  comprehend  ? — There  is 
glebe  and  school-lands  and  townparks,  Kuockgrifiin 
in  the  barony  of  Imokilly,  or  part  of  it,  part  of 
Knockgrifiin,  and  part  of  Oaten  Cake. 

13.  These  are  the  only  ones  ? — Yes. 

14.  .ire  all  these  towulands  included  in  the  electoral 
division  of  Midleton  ? — Yes. 

15.  Now,  taking  the  starting  point  from  the  centre 
of  the  town,  to  what  distance  does  the  municipal 
radius  extend  ? — About  half  a statute  mile,  at  either 
end  due  north  or  south. 

16.  And  to  east  and  west? — Oh,  a very  narrow  strip 
to  the  east  and  west. 

17.  And  about  half  a mile  statute  to  the  north  and 
south  ? — Yes ; I consider  that  the  whole  length  of  the 
town  is  about  a statute  mile,  according  to  the  scale  of 
the  map. 

18.  Midleton  is  not  an  Urban  Sanitary  District, 
you  are  merged  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority,  and 
since  1874  the  sanitary  functions,  1 believe,  have  been 
exercised  by  the  Board  of  Guardians? — Yes,  the 
whole  of  them. 

19.  Now  how  many  Commissioners  constitute  the 
Board  ? — Nine. 

20.  Anil  has  the  question  of  the  areas,  and  of  ex- 
tending, limiting,  or  otherwise  altering  them,  been 
considered? — Indeed  it  has. 

21.  Recently  ? — Recently  and  for  a long  time. 

22.  Have  they  recently,  since  the  appointment  of 
this  Commission,  taken  into  consideration  the  ques- 
tion?— Yes. 

23.  Has  any  resolution  been  passed? — Well,  no 
formal  resolution. 

24.  Was  any  direction  given  to  you? — No;  there 
was  a committee  appointed  to  take  in  a certain  boun- 
dary, and  that  is  on  the  minutes. 

25.  Will  you  kindly  read  that  for  us? — Yes. 
'•  Valuation  of  holdings  to  be  included  in  the  proposed 

extension  of  the  area  of  the  township  of  Midleton : 

Houses  in  Youghal-road  £9  10s. ; S.  Fleming’s  hold- 
ings, house  £9,  lands  £4  5s. ; J.  C.  Ashlin’s  house 
£30,  lands  £11 ; R.  S.  Campion,  house  £26  5s.,  lands 
£4  5s. ; T.  S.  and  R.  Coppinger,  house  £45  15s., 
lands  £40  j Mrs.  Ryan,  houses  £S  15s.,  lands  £35  ; 
Callaghan’s  stores  £10,  no  lands  ; Ivnockgrifim  house 
£10,  lands  £136  5s.;  Hollinan’s  Mills,  &c.,  houses 
£190,  lands  £8  10s. ; quarry  and  houses,  houses 
£2  5s.,  hurd  £2  ; Robert  Parker’s  house  £2,  lands  £4; 


Park  Village,  houses  £44.  Total  houses  £397  10s. 
lands  £245  5s.” 

26.  You  sent  replies  to  the  queries  sent  to  you  bv 
this  Commission  ? — Yes. 

27.  The  Town  Commissioners  gave  you  instructions 
as  to  the  replies  ? — There  was  a meeting  held  and  the 
Commissioners  there  gave  the  answers  to  the  several 
queries,  a copy  of  which  I did  not  keep. 

28.  Now  in  the  answers  to  the  queries  what  is  the 
area  proposed — what  line  did  they  follow? — They 
did  not  state  any  particular  radius  or  area. 

29.  Was  any  opinion  expressed  as  to  what  would 
he  considered  a reasonable  area  ? — No. 

30.  You  don’t  think  so  ? — There  was  not. 

31.  The  Commissioners  merely  expressed  a general 
opinion  in  favour  of  extension  1— -Yes. 

32.  Was  there  a meeting  yesterday  ? — Yes. 

33.  Was  the  subject  considered  at  that  meeting  ? 

34.  How  many  members  were  present  ? — Five  or 

35.  Out  of  nine  ? — Yes. 

35.  Were  they  unanimous? — Yes,  I think  so. 

36.  Now  are  the  Commissioners  aware  that  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  of  last  session  power  was 
given  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  by  provisional 
order,  to  transfer  the  sanitary  jurisdiction  from  the 
Board  of  Guardians  to  tire  Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

37.  Has  that  subject  ever  been  before  the  Commis- 
sioners do  you  know  ? — No. 

38.  You  are  not  aware  if  they  are  in  favour  of  it? 
— No ; but  from  my  own  observation  I don’t  think 
so. 

39.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  that  if  they  were 
so  constituted  as  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  that 
under  a further  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act  of 
last  session  the  Local.  Government  Board  have  power, 
by  provisional  order,  to  transfer  the  powers  of  the 
Grand  J uvy  within  the  municipal  district  over  roads, 
footpaths,  and  bridges,  to  the  town  body  ?— Yes. 

40.  Have  they  ever  taken  into  consideration  whether 
they  would  take  the  necessary  steps  to  secure  that 
transfer  ? — The  matter  was  spoken  of. 

41.  But  no  formal  resolution  was  adopted  ? — No. 

42.  Have  you  any  sources  of  income  here  except 
what  you  derive  from  the  municipal  rates?— No,  save 
and  except  portions  of  fines  at  petty  sessions,  and  the 
dog-tax. 

43.  Apart  from  the  rates  what  income  do  you 
derive? — I think  about  between  £15  and  £20  a 
year. 

44.  From  what? — Fines  and  the  dog-tax. 

45.  What  have  been  the  rates  for  the  past  five 
year's? — From  Qd. to  8 d.  There  have  been  rotes  of 
6 d.,  8 d.,  and  9 d.,  and  two  year's  there  were  no  rates 
at  all. 

46.  When  was  the  dd.  rate  levied? — Last  year. 

47.  And  the  year  before  that  ? — 8d. 

48.  And  the  year  before  that? — Qd.  ; and  before 
that  none. 

49.  What  does  your  annual  expenditure  amount 
to? — Last  year . the  expenses  amounted  to  £400. 

50.  What  was  it  for  the  year- before  that  ? — £100, 
in  or  about  £100. 

51.  And  the  year  "before  that? — About  £90. 

52.  It  appears  from  these  figures  that  the  expendi- 
ture of  last  year  was  vastly  in  excess  of  previous 
years— why  was  that  ?— That  was  occasioned  by  the 
exceptional  expense  incurred  in  lighting  the  town. 

53.  Is  the  lighting  provided  by  the  Commissioners 
themselves,  or  do  they  contract  for  the  supply  ? — They 
have  a contract  with  the  gas  company  for  the  Supply- 
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54  And  it  was  tlie  expenditure  on  that  that  occa- 
sioned the  increase  over  the  previous  year  1— ' Yes ; and 
the  getKiwitp  of  gos  lam^imd  togging. 

55.  There  was  a special  expenditure  for  flagging  (— 

gg.  Have  you  ever  made  rates  up  to  your  full 
maximum  powers— up  to  Is.  ? — Yes. 

57  What  are  the  sources  to  which  the  expenditure 
is  now  applied  1— Lighting,  flagging,  and  watering  the 

there  any  other  purpose  for  which  you  make 
m-ovision  1— No,  except  in  a very  small  way. 

1 59  is  there  any  work  connected  with  your  func- 
tions'which  the  Commissioners  are  restrained  from 
carrying  out  in  consequence  of  the  amount  of  rate  it 
would  impose  'f — W ell,  no. 

GO.  Now,  since  1874 — since  the  Board  of  Guardians 
became  the  sanitary  authority— have  any  special  rates 
been  made  for  sanitary  purposes?— Well,  I am  not 

,1"q1  ^re  you  aware  if  any  sanitary  works,  such  as 
work’s  for  the  supply  of  water,  or  sewerage  work, 
considered  necessary  by  the  Town  Commissioners, 
have  not  been  supplied  by  the  Board  of  Guardians?— 
Well,  no. 

62.  You  do  not  know  anything  of  the  non-execution 
of  sanitary  works? — No. 

63.  Yon  think  that  there  is  no  doubt  the  opinion  of 
the  Commissioners  is,  that  the  present  area  is  too 
limited? — Yes. 

64.  Are  there  any  lands,  any  arable  lands,  at 
present  included  iu  the  municipal  district  1— No,  ex- 
cept two  or  three  small  farms;  some  of  them  are  ac- 
commodation lands. 

65.  Not  any  considerable  number? — No,  except  a 
couple  of  farms. 

66.  What  is  the  present  constituency— municipal 
constituency — how  many  persons  are  eligible  to  vote 
for  Town  Councillors? — About  110. 

67.  How  many  persons  are  there  within  the  town- 
ship eligible  for  the  office  of  Commissioners  ? — Well,  I 
can  say  myself  there  are  about  sixty  persons. 

68.  Now,  if  tlie  radius  were  extended  to  a mile 
round  the  town,  would  that  bring  iu  a considerable 
extent  of  agricultural  land  1-r- Yes,  it  would. 

69.  Would  the  extension  I have  mentioned  add 
very  largely  to  the  constituency  that  would  be  entitled 
to  vote  for  Commissioners  ? — No  ; they  are  all  huge 
farmers. 

70.  But  it  would  add  considerably  to  the  number 

of  persons  eligible  for  tlio  office  of  Town  Commission- 
era? — Well,  no.  _ 

71.  Do  you  consider  that  the  persons  residing  within 
the  radius  of  a mile  derive  advantages  from  their 
proximity  to  the  town  of  Midleton — advantages  from 
the  cleansing,  lighting,  and  so  on,  and  from  the  schools 
in  it,  and  having  a market  for  various  produce.  Do 
you  consider  persons  within  that  radius  derive  ad- 
vantages in  that  way  ? — I think  they  do. 

72.  Is  the  land  owned  by  these  persons  more 
valuable  than  land  at  a greater  distance  from  the 
town  ? — Yes,  being  so  contiguous  to  the  town,  I think 
so. 

73.  Their  proximity  to  the  town  as  a market  confers 

advantages  ?— Yes.  _ . , u 

74.  Within  how  far  would  you  consider  it  blight 


be  held  these  advantages  extend  to  persons  outside  the 
town — to  what  extent  would  you  say  proximity  to  the 
town  may  be  said  to  confer  advantages? — I think 
within  about  a mile. 

75.  Would  yon  say  that  one  statute  mile  would 
fairly  comprise  the  persons  so  benefited  ? — Yes. 

76.  You  are  aware  that  arable  lands  are,  under  the 
“Towns  Improvement  Act,”  only  rated  at  one-fourth 
the  valuation  ? — Yes. 

77.  Do  you  think  that  is  a fair  measure  of  the 
advantages  ? — Y es. 

78.  And  you  think  that  Within  a radius  of  a mile 
that  it  fairly  should  he  asked — that  these  persons  should 
be  asked  to  contribute  to  the  expenditure? — Yes. 

79.  And  do  you  think  that  the  persons  within  a 
radius  of  a mile,  and  not  within  the  present  boundary, 
would  strongly  object  to  be  included  within  that  area 
of  a mile  or  so  ? — Of  course,  some  of  them  would. 

80.  On  what  ground  would  they  object  ? — On  the 
ground  of  the  taxation,  that  is  all. 

81.  Suppose  the  radius  were  extended  not  a 
mile,  but  a mile  and  a half,  that  would  take  iu  a 
very  considerable  number  of  persons  in  addition  to 
those  included  at  present  ? — No,  it  would  not. 

82.  But  it  would  bring  in  a good  deal  of  arable 
land  ? — Yes. 

83.  But  not  a large  number  of  inhabited  houses  ? — 
No. 

84.  Do  you  think  the  advantages  of  the  town  might 
he  held  to'  have  effect  over  a radius  of  a mile  and  a 
half  ? — No,  I tli  ink  that  is  too  much  for  Midleton. 

85.  You  think  a radius  of  a mile  would  nearly  re- 
present the  district  within  which  the  advantages  of  the 
town  are  derived? — Yes. 

86.  You  have  stated  the  expenditure  of  last  year — 

that  I understand  to  have  been  exceptionally  high  ?— 
Yes.  . 

87.  Now  that  that  has  been  got  rid  of,  will  the 
expenditure  of  next  year  be  about  the  same  as  previous 
years  ? — Yes,  with  the  addition  of  the  lighting,  of 
eoiu'se. 

88.  What  additional  cost  will  that  embrace  to  the 

annual  expenditure  ? — £90  I think ; something  about 
that.  , 

89.  So  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  expenditure  will 
he  about  double? — Yes. 

90.  The  lighting  expenditure  is  about  equal  to  all 
the  expenditure  for  other  purposes?— lTes. 

91.  Mr.  Cotton. — Is  tlie  railway  station  within  the 
present  limits  ? — Yes. 

92.  It  is  not  on  this  map?— No;  the  railway 

premises  are  not  indicated  on  that  map,  but  the  ground 
on  which  they  stand  are  in  it.  . . 

93.  Is  the  railway  station  actually  within  the 

boundary  0,Bbiejj — How  much  of  tlie  liue  of  rail- 
way is  within  the  present  boundary  ?— A few  perches 

95.  H0  you  consider  it  reasonable  that  the  railway 

should  he  included?— Yes.  , . , 

96  If  the  proposed  radius  of  a mile  were  adopted 
would  that  bring  in  portion  ot  tlie  railway  l— Yea,  of 
tlie  line,  about  a mile  of  it.  , . , . 

97.  There  is  nothing  further  you  would  wish  to 
add?— No. 


MlDLETtWV 
Jan.  3,  IBW. 

Mr.  Samufl-*^ 
M'Collagh- 


Mv.  John  T.  Ashlin,  c.e.,  examined. 


98.  Mr.  O’Brien.— You  are  one  of  tlie  Commis- 
sioners?— Yes. 

99.  How  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner? — 

About  eight  years.  . , 

100.  And,  I presume,  you  are  perfectly  acquainted 
with  everything  connected  with  the  present  area . 
Yes. 

101.  Were  you  at  the  meeting  yesterday  when 
the  question  of  the  areas  was  considered  ? — Yes. 


102.  How  many  Commissioners  were  present?— 

^103  That  is  two-thirds  of  the  entire  body  ? Yes. 

104  What  was  the  conclusion  at  which  the  members 
arrived  yesterday?— They  came  to  the  conclusion  to 
adopt  a radius  of  a mile  and  a quarter. 

105  Statute  ?— Yes,  a mile  and  a quarte*. 

i Q6  How,  would  that  radius  of  a mile  and  a quarter 
-would  it  cut  townland  boundaries  in  any  mstaucei 


Mr.  John  T. 
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Midietok.  — Yes,  it  would.  The  townland  boundaries  were  pre- 
Jan.  3. 1879.  served  wherever  they  could. 

Mr.  John  T.  107.  You  were  unanimous? — Yes. 

Aihlin,  c.e.  108.  Take  it  now  that  a mile  and  a quarter,  or 
take  it  a mile  and  a half  radius  were  adopted,  how 
many  townlands  and  how  many  parts  of  townlands 
would  it  comprehend  1 — Fourteen. 

109.  Do  you  mean  it  would  comprehend  fourteen 
whole  townlands  1 — No ; fourteen  whole  and  parts  of 
townlands. 

110.  How  many  whole  and  how  many  parts  ? — All 
whole  townlands  except  one. 

111.  What  is  the  name  of  the  one! — Broomfield 
East.  I should  say  two ; there  is  Killeagh  also. 

112.  Are  they  all  in  the  electoral  division  of 
Midleton  ? — Yes. 

113.  As  to  these  particular  townlands,  why  do  you 
not  bring  in  these  two  entire  townlands? — Because 
they  are  too  far  distant  from  the  town. 

114.  How  far  do  they  extend? — We  only  went  a 
mile  and  a quarter  out. 

115.  And  it  was  because  these  townlands  could  not 
be  taken  in,  except  by  exceeding  that,  that  you  left 
them  out  ? — Yes. 

116.  How  much  in  excess  of  a mile  and  a quarter 
would  these  two  townlands  extend  ? — From  half  a 
mile  to  three-quarters. 

117.  In  excess  of  the  mile  and  a quarter  ? — Yes. 

118.  In  each  of  the  townlands  ? — Ye s;  about  half  a 
mile  in  both  cases,  I should  say ; something  under  half 
a mile  statute. 

119.  About  half  a mile  over  the  mile  and  a quarter? 

—Yes.  1 

120.  Would  there  be  a considerable  portion  of  these 
townlands  outside  the  boundary  if  you  adopted  a mile 
and  a quarter  radius? — In  one  there  would,  in  fact  in 
both.  There  are  about  100  acres  out  of  one  included, 
and  about  244  acres  out  of  the  other  (Broomfield, 
East). 

121.  How  many  acres  of  each  townland  do  vou  say 
are  included  1—100  of  one,  and  244  of  the  other. 

122.  Assuming  it  was  considered  advisable  that 
known  denominations,  such  as  the  townlands,  be 
adhered  to,  would  you  see  any  strong  objection  to  your 
proposal  being  extended  so  as  to  embrace  the  entire  of 
these  two  townlands  ? — Yes,  for  the  main  roads  are  far 
away  from  them.  The  communication  with  them 
would  be  by  a round-about  road,  and  there  is  no  direct 
communication  with  the  town. 

123.  And  you  do  not  think  they  should  fairly  be 
made  liable  in  the  same  way  as  lands  quite  contiguous 
to  the  town  ? — No. 

124.  Assuming  your  proposal  were  adopted,  what 
would  be  the  new  area?— 2,700  acres  about. 

125.  And  can  you  say  what  the  valuation  would  be? 
— Not  exactly,  but  it  would  be  between  £7,000  and 
£8,000. 

126.  And  do  you  consider  that  that  would  give  suffi- 
cient margin  for  administering  your  work  as  commis- 
sioners ? — Yes. 

127.  You  heard  me  ask  a question  as  to  whether  the 
Commissioners  were  aware  that  there  is  a provision  by 
which  by  Provisional  Order  the  sanitary  functions  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  can  be  transferred  to  the  town 
body— do  you  think  the  town  board  would  wish  for 

such  transfer  if  they  obtained  an  increased  area  ? No 

doubt  they  would  wish  it,  but  considering  the  amount 
of  income  derivable,  they  don’t  think  they  would  be 
able  to  carry  it  out. 

128.  As  constituted  at  present  ? — Yes,  or  even  with 
the  extension. 

129.  Even  with  the  extension  would  they  not  desire 
it.  ? — They  don’t  think  they  could  carry  it  out  with  the 
income  derivable. 

] 30.  Not  the  sanitary  functions  ?—  No. 

131.  Are  they  aware  that  the  limits  of  taxation  are 
removed  (for  sanitaiy  j-urposes),  and  that  they  can,  for 
sanitary  purposes,  make  any  rate  they  like  1— Well,  up 
to  the  present  moment,  I don’t  think  they  were  aware 
of  it. 


132.  If  that  were  the  case— if  there  were  no  V • 
tion  to  the  sanitary  rates-do  yon  think  they  « 
.Iter  then-  ™ .tout  seeking  for  the  twrfJ if  Z“ 
found  they  would  be  able  to  provide  any  funds  CW 
necessary  for  the  water  supply  and  sewerage  ?—I  tv  i 
they  would  object  to  tot  on  account  of  the 
falling  entirely  on  the  occupying  tenaut. 

133.  They  think  it  preferable  for  the  Board  of  Gum- 
dians  to  have  the  jurisdiction? — Yes. 

134.  Are  they  aware  of  the  fact  that  in  the  event  of 
the  views  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  being  carried 
out,  one  of  the  recommendations  of  that  Committee 
upon  whose  report  we  are  now  acting,  is  one  that  in 
future  the  law  should  be  altered  in  that  respect,  and  that 
the  rate  should  in  future  he  divided  between  the  land 
lords  and  the  tenants  ns  in  the  case  of  other  rates 
They  are  not  aware  that  that  is  so. 

135.  If  the  law  were  altered  you  think  they  would 
be  desirous  to  assume  the  government  of  the  sanitirv 
matters  into  their  own  hands  ? — Yes. 

136.  The  feeling  is  that  a body  elected  by  the  town 
would  be  naturally  inclined  to  bike  a more  direct 
iuterest  in  its  good  management  than  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  rural  gentlemen  ? — Yes. 

137.  Do  the  Commissioners  know  that  by  the  Act 
of  last’  session  (the  Public  Health  Act),  power  is  given 
if  you  were  constituted  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority' 
under  section  seven ; there  is  further  power  to  vest  m 
the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  certain  powers  of  the 
Grand  Jury  ? — Yes. 

138.  If  you  were  constituted  the  Urban  Sanitary 
Authority,  do  you  think  they  would  seek  the  transfer 
of  those  functions  ? — Certainly. 

139.  You  believe  they  would  ? — Yes,  they  are  most 
anxious  for  it. 

1 40.  Do  you  thiuk  the  work  done,  the  expenditure 
made  is  commensurate  with  the  amount  levied  ? — They 
do  not. 


141.  And  you  think  the  work  would  lie  more 
economically  and  better  done  if  it  were  in  your  own 
hands  ? — Yes. 

1 12.  Do  you  know  about  what  amount  is  paid  within 
the  municipal  district  in  the  shape  of  county  cess  ? — On 
what. 

143.  On  roads,  bridges,  and  footpaths? — No,  I have 
not  made  an  estimate,  but  I made  an  estimate  of  the 
probable  rate  per  perch  that  Is.  rate  would  make  in 
the  increased  boundary,  and  calculated  the  amount  of 
about  seven  miles.  One  half  of  the  roads  would  be 
within  the  increased  radius. 

1 44.  What  would  be  the  cost  of  maintaining  these 
if  the  transfer  were  effected  1 — The  outcome  of  the  cal- 
culation would  give  5s.  per  perch  for  every  Is.  in  the 
rate.  The  present  county  rate  is  Is.  £d. 

145.  Mr.  Cotton. — Do  you  mean  that  Is.  road  rate 
would  provide  5s.  per  perch?- — Yes. 

145.  Mr.  O’Brien.- -Is  5s.  2d.  a perch  what  you 
would  regal'd  as  enough  ? — In  some  places  it  would 
not  be  sufficient. 

146.  Would  it  as  an  average  ? — No. 

147.  What  do  you  think  would  he  ? — Is.  Oct  in  the 
pound  would  be. 

148.  How  much  per  perch  would  that  give? — 7s.  6 cl. 
per  perch. 

149.  Do  you  consider  the  work  would  be  better 
provided  for  if  it  was  in  your  hands  ? — The  present 
state  of  the  roads  is  very  bad,  and  I attribute  that  to 
the  fact  ■ f the  contracts  for  keeping  them  in  repair 
being  of  the  kind  they  are.  The  lowest  contract  is 
generally  accepted.  People  contract  at  prices  at  which 
they  cahnot  do  the  work  as  it  ought  to  be  done,  and 
the  consequence  is  that  they  only  get  half  enough  to 
repair  the  roads  properly  and  then  they  are  not  re- 
paired at  all. 

150.  Mr.  Cotton. — I suppose  that  seven  and  a half 
miles  of  road  is  split  up  into  several  contracts  now  ? — 
Yes.  Some  of  these  roads  have  traffic  very  heavy 
indeed — between  Midleton  and  the  port. 

151.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Are  there  any  sanitary  works 
you  consider  the  condition  of  the  town  requires,  and 
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whieh  are  connected  with  sewering  and  water  sup- 
i ?— Yes,  both  of  these  are  much  needed. 

1 152*  Bat  would  it  be  a -necessary  element  in  your 
carrying  out  these  that  you  should  have  a larger  area 
to  charge  the  expenditure  1 Yes. 

153  What  do  you  estimate  would  be  the  probable 
cost  or  outlay  to  give  a thoroughly  good  system  of 
sewerage  and  water  supply?— We  have  not  made  any 
estimate  as  to  the  sewerage,  but  the  water  supply  would 
cost  about  £6,000. 

151.  In  what  way  would  tlio  supply  be  made?— By 
pipes  from  a distance  of  three  miles  aud  a half  or  so. 
v 15 5 _ How  much  do  you  contemplate  it  would  cost  ? 
_-£6  000  ; that  has  been  the  estimate  made. 

156.  That  would  he  too  large  with  the  present  area? 
—Yes,  altogether. 

157.  Would  it  be  feasible  if  the  new  area  were 
adopted?— That  I would  not  like  to  say.  I would 
not  like  to  answer  that,  lor  it  is  entirely  a matter  of 
taxation.  Of  course  it  very  likely  would  be  adopted 
if  it  could  be  done  for  a light  tax. 

158.  You  know  that  for  sanitary  purposes  you  can 
<rel  loans  from  Government,  aud  spread  the  repayment 
over  a great  many  years  ? — Yes. 

159.  Would  it  then  be  feasible,  do  you  think,  if 
there  was  a larger  area? — It  is  questionable  if  the 
ratepayers  would  adopt  it. 

160.  But  you  think  au  improved  water  supply  is 
required  ? — Yes. 

161.  The  present  area  is  too  limited  to  enable  it  to 


be  done? — Yes. 

162.  What  would  the  sewerage  expenditure  require? 
1 don’t  know.  There  has  been  no  estimate  made  of  it. 

163.  Would  it  require  a considerable  outlay — can 
you  say  roughly? — I think  it  would;  Jjut  to  say  what 
would  rather  he  guess  work. 

164.  What  would  you  be  inclined  to  think  ? — Well, 

I should  say  something  between  £1,000  aud  £2,000  to 
do  it  thoroughly. 

165.  There  is  an  undoubted  want  of  good  sewerage 
in  the  town  ? — Well,  not  in  the  town  altogether,  but 
in  part  of  it. 

166.  You  have  suggested  a radius  of  a mile  and  a 
quarter  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  would  that  bring 
in  a large  number  of  inhabited  houses? — Not  very. 

167.  A.  large  number  of  houses  is  excluded  now  ? — 
Not  a very  large  number,  but  there  would  be  a huge 
pvo]K>rtion  of  gentlemen  eligible  for  the  position  ot 
Town  Commissioners  who  are  not  so  now. 

16S.  A larger  number  in  that  way  than  of  voters  ? 


—Yes. 

169.  Do  you  consider  that  the  advantages  of  the 
town  government  may  fairly  he  held  t ) extend  to  this 
radius  that  you  propose  ? — No  doubt. 

170.  And  I presume  you  believe  the  proximity  of 
the  persons  so  taken  in  may  be  considered  to  be  of 
value  to  them? — Yes. 

171.  In  supplying  their  wants  and  as  a market  for 
them  ?— Yes. 

172.  In  supplying  their  wants  and  in  disposing  of 
their  agricultural  produce  ? — Yes. 

173.  And  do  the  children  of  persons  living  outside, 
but  within  the  radius  proposed,  derive  advantage  from 
having  the  schools  in  the  town  ? — Yes,  and  they  come 
much  further. 

174.  But  you  think  a mile  and  a quarter  would  he 
enough — would  be  as  far  as  desirable  to  make  an  ex- 
tension ? — Yes,  I think  that  would  be  fairly  sufficient. 

175.  You  are  aware  that  arable  lands  pay  only  one- 
fourth?— Yes. 

176.  Do  you  consider  that  a fair  measure  of  the  ad- 
vantages they  derive  ? — Those  nearer  to  the  town  or 
more  contiguous  to  it  derive  greater  advantages,  but 
on  the  average  I believe  it  to  be  a fair  measure. 

177.  You  would  not  go  further  than  a mile  and  a 
quarter  ?— No. 

178.  Is  there  any  special  observation  you  would 
''risk  to  make  ? — No,  except  that  I wish  to  explain 
that  in  the  first  instance  it  was  proposed  to  increase 
the  avea.  There  was  a proposed  area  the  Town  Clerk 


read  for  you,  and  since  your  inquiry  has  been  going  • Hidletox. 
on  ; we  have  seen  from  the  newspapers  that  several  • /an.  3,  mi 
towns  have  adopted  a radius  of  a mile  and  a half  or  Mf  j“T 
two  miles,  and  we  thought  it  better  to  reconsider  the  Ashlin  c.e. 
matter;  aud  the  Commissioners  were  entertaining 
the  idea  that  places  within  a mile  of  the  town  like 
this  derive  advantages  from  it,  and  they  reconsidered 
the  matter  and  extended  it  still  further,  comprising  in 
that  extension  those  different  tovnlands  mentioned. 

With  regard  to  the  urban  power's — the  becoming  the 
urban  sanitary  power  and  of  working  the  roads — I 
may  say  that  in  Midleton  we  have  found  a want  for  a 
long  time  of  a staff  of  men  to  do  the  work.  The 
reason  is,  we  have  been  entirely  dependent  on  con- 
tractor's, and,  of  course,  we  had  power,  if  the  cou- 
traetor  did  not  do  the  work  satisfactorily,  of  hiring 
men  and  charge  him  with  the  expense  ; but  we  found 
that  a dead  letter,  for  no  one  would  like  to  take  that 
course,  ami  take  the  money  out  of  the  pocket  of  the 
contractor.  We  have  been  at  the  mercy  of  one  or 
two  contractor's.  The  people  of  the  town  have  had 
serious  causer  to  grumble  as  to  the  watering  and 
cleansing  and  many  things,  and  for  that  reason  we 
have  been  always  compelled  to  feel  the  want  of  a staff 
of  men  of  our  own  whom  we  could  directly  superin- 
tend. That  was  impracticable  with  our  present 
income.  The  only  chance  was  to  become  the  urban 
sanitary  authority,  and  have  control  over  the  roads. 

If  it  could  be  managed  without  heavy  taxation,  I con- 
sider it  would  be  most  desirable,  but,  of  course,  if  the 
taxes  were  heavy,  people  are  not  in  a position  to  beav 
heavy  taxation  at  all,  and  perhaps  it  is  better  to  leave 
things  as  they  are.  It  would  depend  upon  what  the 
rate  of  taxation  would  he. 


179.  I understand  you  to  suggest,  Mr.  Ashlin,  that 
the  views  of  the  Commissioner's  as  to  getting  the 
transfer  of  the  roads,  &c.,  would  be  contingent  on  the 
rate  being  divided.  On  that  point  I may  again  refer 
yon  to  the  conclusion  to  which  the  committee,  after- 
reviewing  all  the  arguments,  arrived.  Now,  assuming 
the  scheme  of  the  committee  should  be  hereafter  re- 
commended for  adoption,  that  would  he  part  of  it,  and 
I take  it  the  view  of  the  Commissioners  as  to  the 
transfer  of  the  roads  would  be  contingent  on  that  1— 
Yes. 

180.  I called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  com- 
mittee recommended  very  strongly  that  poor  law  elee- 
t »ml  divisions  and  municipal  areas  be,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, made  conterminous.  Are  you  aware  of  the 
statistics  of  the  acreage  and  valuation  and  so  on  of 
the  electoral  division? — No.  I may  mention  that  ru 
striking  out  our  boundary  there  was  some  proposition 
to  take  in  tlie  entire  of  the  village  of  Ballynacurra. 

181.  Is  that  in  the  electoral  division  1—  No,  portion 
of  it  is.  We  decided  on  taking  the  boundary  that 
divides  the  two  electoral  divisions. 

182.  But  you  have  not  exceeded  the  Midleton  elec- 
toral division  ?— Yes. 

183.  And  that  was  the  reason  you  did  not  take  in 
the  whole-  of  BaJlynacurragh  ?— Yes. 

184.  What  electoral  division  is  the  rest  in  ?— 

01  fE?  Mr.  Cotton. — Midleton  is  to  a groat  entent 
almost  entirely  on.  long  street.  Bow,  what  was  the 
point  yon  selected  as  the  centre  of  the  cn-ele  or  radius 
you  adopted?— The  point  where  Charles-street  crosses 
the  Main-street.  . 

186  Mr.  O’Brien. — Now,  as  regards  the  taking  of 
the  circle,  as  Mr.  Cotton  has  pointed  out,  Midleton  is 
rather  peculiar.  It  consists,  as  he  has  said,  of  one 
long  street,  and,  therefore,  when  yon  take  any  given 
radins  from  the  centre,  yon  necessarily  mclude a great 
deal  more  rural  territory  on  the  east  and  west  than  on 

%r^"-WeU,  have  taken  that  into 
consideration  as  far  as  we  conld. 

188  You  were  alive  to  that  fact?— Yes. 

189  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  your  getting 
for  us  a sin-inch  map,  showing  the  present  boundary 
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and  marking  tlie  proposed  extension  ! — No,  it  would 
not  be  very  difficult. 

The  Town  Clerk  mentioned  that  the  contemplated 
extended  bounclai-y  comprised  Castleredmond,  Bally- 
annen  (part  of),  Garrydttff,  Broomfield  East  (part-  of), 


Bloomfield  West  (pai’t  of),  Ivilleagh  (part  of),  Calier- 
mone,  Park  North,  Park  South,  Oatencake  (pai’t  of) 
Knockgriffin,  in  Ban-ymore,  and  Knockgriffin  in 
Imokilly  (part  of). 


Mr.  Thomas 
Coppinger. 


Mr.  Thomas  Coppinger  examined. 


190.  Mr.  O’Brien.  — You  are  Chairman  of  the 
Midleton  Town  Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

191.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  when  the 
question  of  the  proposed  extension  of  boundary  was 
discussed  1 — I was. 

192.  And  you  have  heard  what  Mr.  Ashlin  has 
stated  as  to  the  result  of  that  meeting  ? — Yes. 

193.  Do  you  concur  in  what  he  has  stated  1 — Yes. 

194.  And  that  was  the  unanimous  wish  of  the 
Commissioner’s  ? — Yes. 

195.  Was  there  any  dissentient  amongst  the  Com- 
missioners either  at  the  meeting  or  who  were  absent  ? 
—No. 

196.  You  think  the  feeling  is  unanimously  in  favour 
of  extension  ? — I do. 

197.  And  would  the  feeling,  if  that  extension  were 
granted,  be  also  unanimous  as  to  having  the  functions 
of  the  Grand  Jury,  as  to  roacls,  bridges,  and  footpaths, 
transferred  to  the  Town  Commissioner's  ? — Yes,  in  the 
event  mentioned  by  Mr.  Ashlin. 

198.  In  the  event  of  the  rating  being  divided 
between  the  landlord  and  tenant  for  roadways  1 — Yes. 


199.  And  in  getting  the  transfer  of  the  roads,  would 
they  be  in  favour  of  getting  the  sanitary  functions  from 
the  Board  of  Guardians? — I think  they  would  seek  for 
the  roads. 

200.  Yes,  but  they  would  not  ask  for  the  sanitary 
functions  unless  they  got  the  roads  ? — No. 

201.  Now,  do  you  know  the  electoral  divisiouof 
Midleton,  how  far  it  extends  ? — I think  Mr.  Roche, 
the  Clerk  of  the  Union,  would  best  be  able  to  tell 
you. 

202.  You  have  not  considered  would  it  be  desirable 
to  adopt  the  electoral  division  as  a municipal  bound- 
ary ?— That  would  be  too  large. 

203.  Do  you  know  how  far  the  remotest  part  of  the 
electoral  division  is  from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — 
Four  miles,  I should  say. 

204.  And  you  think  that  would  be  too  far  to  take 
in? — Yes. 

205.  You,  therefore,  would  not  be  in  favour  of 
that  ? — No. 

206.  Is  there  anything  you  would  wish  to  suggest  ? 
No,  I think  Mr.  Ashlin  has  explained  everything. 


Mr.  Timothy 
Murphy. 


Mr.  Timothy  Murphy  examined. 


207.  Mr.  O’Brien.-  Have  you  been  long  a Com- 
missioner, Mr.  Murphy  ? — About  six  years. 

208.  And  are  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  concern- 
ing this  question  ? — Perfectly. 

209.  Now,  as  regards  the  existing  area,  do  you  con- 
sider it  sufficiently  extensive  ? — Certainly  not. 

210.  You  were  present  at  the  meeting  held  yester- 
day ? — Yes. 

211.  — You  agreed  with  the  other  Commissioner? — 
Yes,  we  were  quite  unanimous. 

212.  The  extension  you  advocated  would  be  a mile 
and  a quarter  ? — Yes. 

213.  That  would  comprehend  twelve  entire  town- 
lands,  and  portions  of  two  others  ? — Yes. 

214.  Assuming  that  the  definition  of  townlands 
should  be  adhered  to  as  the  unit  of  organization, 
would  you  see  any  objection  to  including  these  two  ? 
— I would  not. 

215.  Do  you  not  think  that  there  is  advantage  in 
making  municipal  boundaries  include  townlands, 
rather  than  cutting  them,  so  as  to  have  a well-known 
and  defined  boundary  ? — I do  ; and  furthermore,  being 
land,  and  not  highly  valued,  the  ratepayer  would  olny 
have  to  pay  a small  proportion  of  the  rates. 

217.  You  would  see  no  objection  to  including  those 
two  then? — I think  not;  at  the  same  time  owners  of 
land  might  object  to  it. 

218.  Do  you  consider  that  one-fourth  would  fairly 
represent  the  advantage  they  derive  ? — I do ; at  the 
same  time  people  a little  further  off  get  equal  advan- 
tages. 

219.  But  you  think  it  necessary  to  draw  the  line 
somewhere  ? — Yes. 

220.  Now',  as  to  the  transfer  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Poor  Law  Board  of  Guardians,  do  you  agree  that 
that  would  be  desirable  ? — I have  often  thought  of 
that.  It  very  frequently  happens  that  the  rural 
Guardians  are  present  and  the  Town  Guardians  ab- 
sent, and  then  no  one  takes  the  least  interest  in  the 
town  affairs.  I say  that,  having  been  a Guardian 
and  Commissioner. 

2%l.  You  think  that  the  work  would  be  more  effi- 
caciously administered  by  the  Town  Board  ? — Yes ; 


the  only  objection  is  that  the  whole  rates  woidd  fall 
on  the  occupiers. 

222.  But  if  the  law  in  that  respect  were  altered — 
if  the  rates  were  divided  between  the  occupiers  and 
owners,  that  would  remove  that  objection  ?-— Yes. 

223.  Assuming  you  were  made  the  Sanitary  Au- 
thority, would  you  consider  it  desirable  to  have  the 
control  of  the  roads  iu  the  municipal  district? — Yes; 
because  the  roads  have  been  getttng  into  an  abomin- 
able state  for  years  past.  People  have  always  been 
complaining  that  they  are  not  attended  to  at  all. 

224.  And  you  think  the  amount  raised  in  county 
cess  is  in  excess  of  the  amount  expended? — Yes. 

225.  Can  you  give  figures  on  the  point  ? — No. 

226.  You  think  the  present  system  is  defective  at 
least? — Yes. 

227.  Now,  what  are  the  advantages  which  you 
think  the  persons  within  the  radius  of  a mile  and  a 
quarter  derive  from  their  proximity  to  the  town  of 
Midleton  ? — They  have  facilities  in  the  way  of  a good 
market,  their  children  come  to  the  town,  to  school,  in 
fact  they  have  nearly  all  the  advantages  which  the 
people  in  the  town  possess. 

228.  Do  you  think  the  persons  outside  would  object 
very  strongly  ? — I know  very  well  they  would  have 
no  objection  if  it  did  not  touch  their  pockets. 

229.  It  would  extend  the  number  of  persons  eligible 
for  the  position  of  Town  Councillors  %— Well,  not  so 
much  as  people  might  imagine. 

2 30.  By  how  much  would  it  increase  the  number  ?— 
By  some  seven  or  eight. 

231.  Would  it  not  be  of  advantage  to  introduce 
. some  of  the  rural  element  ? — Yes. 

232.  Is  there  anything  you  wish  to  say  further  with 
reference  to  the  subject  generally ?— Well,  no;  Mr. 
Ashlin  has  given  expression  to  our  opinion,  and  we 
were  unanimous  on  all  points. 

233.  I take  it  that  you  are  all  unanimous  in  the 
opinion  that,  as  a condition  necessary  for  the  transfer 
of  the  sanitary  functions,  and  tho  jurisdiction  over 
roads,  all  municipal  rates  should  be  divided  ? — Yes. 

234.  And  you  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  that  the  law  should  be 
altered  in  that  respect? — Yes. 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


Mr0  'William  Roche  examined. 


035  Mr.  O’Brien. — What  is  the  area  and  valua- 
tion of  the  electoral  division,  Mr.  Roche  ? First  of  all, 
you,®  the  Clerk  of  the  Unionl-Yes. 

J 036  Well,  what  is  the  valuation  and  area  ot  the 
electoral  division  of  Midleton  1 — The  area  is 
9 840a.  2r.  Sp.,  and  the  valuation,  £15,723  5s. 

’ 93^  How  many  townlands  does  it  comprise  ? — 

Thirty-seven.  ....... 

°38  Now,  how  far  does  the  electoral  division 
radiate?— In'  a northerly  direction  something  over 
three  miles,  and  to  the  south  about  a mile,  and  in  a 
westerly  direction  something  over  four  miles,  and  on 
the  east  about  three  miles. 

239.  So,  that  it  does  not  extend  uniformly  f — JNo,  it 

is  unequal  on  each  side.  

240.  Of  course  the  electoral  divisions  were  formed 
with  a different  consideration  than  a mere  radius— do 
you  consider  it  would  be  possible  to  adopt  the  electoral 
division  of  Midleton  as  a municipal  district? — Itnink 
scarcely. 

241.  What  point  was  four  miles  out,  did  you  say? 
—Well,  Ballyvoduck  is  about  four  miles. 

242.  That  is  to  the  west? — Yes. 

243.  What  other  electoral  division  comes  within  a 

mife? Cloyne  immediately  joins  the  townland  of 

Ballynacurry. 

244.  I take  it  that  if  the  electoral  division  of  Midle- 
ton were  taken  as  the  municipal  area  it  would  have 
this  effect— that  in  one  direction  lands  lying  four 
miles  from  the  centre  of  the  town  would  be  included, 
and  in  another  those  one  mile  or  so  out  would  be  ex- 
cluded?— yes. 

245.  So  that  it  would  not  be  feasible  to  adopt  it? — 
No. 

246.  Having  regard  to  any  principle  of  equity  ?— 
No. 

247.  Is  the  electoral  division  of  Cloyne  large? — 
Yes. 

248.  How  far  is  the  farthest  part  of  it  from  the 
centre  of  Midleton  1 — I suppose  it  is  nearly  ten  miles. 

249.  We  may  take  it,  it  would  be  impracticable  to 
adopt  the  electoral  division  of  Midleton  ? — Yes. 

250.  Would  the  feeling  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
be  in  favour  of  having  the  sanitary  jurisdiction  given 
over  to  the  town  body  ? — I think  they  would  be  in 
favour  of  it. 

251.  You  think  they  would  rather  have  the  trouble 
taken  off  their  hands  ? — Yes,  I do. 

252.  You  have  been  constituted  the  sanitary 
authority  since  1874? — Yes. 

253.  Have  there  been  special  rates  made  for  sani- 
tary purposes  ? — Yes. 

254.  What  was  the  general  rate  ? — ldk  in  the  pound 
for  general  expenses,  and  the  last  rate  was  4 cl. 

255.  What. was  that  made  for? — For  cleaning  the 
sewers — keeping  them  in  order  for  the  last  twelve 
months. 

256.  Has  any  proposition  been  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  giving  improved 
water  supply  and  sewerage  to  Midleton  ? — W ell,  there 
was  a meeting  on  the  subject,  but  it  fell  through. 

257.  Has  any  official  representation,  or  any  repre- 
sentation of  any  kind  been  addressed  to  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  urging  the  necessity  of  undertaking  the 
■works  for  water  supply  and  sewerage  ? — Yes ; the 
water  supply  has  been  spoken  of. 

258.  I mean  from  the  Medical  Sanitary  Officers  of 
Health  for  instance  ? — Some  time  ago  the  water  was 
discussed  by  the  Guardians,  and  they  got  all  the  water 
in  the  town  analyzed. 

259.  How  many  pumps  or  wells  are  there  ? — There 
are  a number  of  wells  and  pumps. 

260.  How  many  were  analyzed  ? — Seven. 

261.  What  was  the  result  ? — Favourable  in  a great 
many  instances. 

262.  Unfavourable  in  any  ? — Yes  ; oh,  yes. 

263.  What  action  was  then  taken  ; where  they 


pronounced  bad  ; were  they  closed  ? — No  ; the  people  Wr'  " ^ocn° 
were  warned  and  prevented  from  using  them. 

264.  That  is,  they  were  advised  not  to  use  them  ? — 

Yes. 

265.  Has  there  been  any  representation  to  the 
Guardians  to  get  an  improved  system  of  water  snje 
ply  ? — No ; it  was  discussed  several  times. 

266.  But  no  official  representation  was  made? — 

No ; it  was  simply  discussed  several  times. 

267.  What  led  to  the  discussion  of  it? — There  was 
a public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants. 

268.  When  was  that ; about  how  long  ago  ? — It 
was  about  twelve  months  ago — coming  up  to  twelve 
months. 

260.  What  was  the  result  of  that? — Well,  I was 
not  present  at  it. 

270.  Did  you  not  hear  what  was  the  conclusion 
arrived  at  ? — Well,  at  that  time  they  did  not  consider 
it  advisable  to  do  anything. 

Mr.  Goppinger. — That  was  on  account  of  the  ex- 
pense. 

271.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Was  it  admitted  that  there  was 
a necessity  for  an  improved  water  supply  ? 

Mr.  Roclie. — Well,  1 think  there  was  some  difference 
of  opinion. 

272.  The  main  objection  was  to  the  great  expense? 

—Yes. 

273.  Has  any  question  been  under  consideration  fur 
the  improvement  of  the  sewers? — No.  Whenever 
they  got  out  of  order  they  were  put  into  repair. 

274.  Was  the  question  ever  discussed? — Yes,  atone 
time. 

275.  When  was  that? — It  is  very  nearly  twelve 
months  since. 

276.  Tell  me  shortly  what  took  place  on  the  matter? 

The  great  defect  was  the  want  of  a proper  system  or 

means  of  flushing  the  sewers,  the  street  being  so  level. 

An  engineer  was  employed  and  a map  drawn  up,  and 
he  proposed  from  the  stream  at  the  workhouse  to  take 
the  water  to  the  top  of  the  street  and  flush  the  main 
sewers,  and  let  it  run  down  to  the  river.  The  matter, 
however,  fell  through.  They  put  it  off  until  the  water 
supply  question  would  be  properly  gone  into,  ami  if 
they  arranged  on  that  they  would  have  no  difficulty  in 
flushing  the  sewers. 

277.  So  it  was  allowed  to  stand  over  pendmg  the 
settlement  of  the  water  question  ? — Yes. 

278.  A ml  that  has  not  been  settled,  it  is  allowed  to 
be  neglected  ? — Yes. 

279.  What  was  the  contract  for — what  amount  ?-  - 

£6,000.  , 

Mr.  Ashlin.—As  to  the  water  supply,  I may  say 
the  meeting  was  merely  a preliminaiy  meeting  for  the 
purpose  of  hearing  the  present  state  of  the  question, 
and  hearing  a statement  from  the  different  doctors  and 
sanitary  officers  as  to  the  state  of  the  water  m the  dif- 
ferent wells,  the  want  of  proper  water,  and  also  of 
putting  before  the  people  the  cost  of  such  a water 
supply  and  the  probable  rate  it  would  involve.  Thera 
were  no  resolutions  proposed.  It  was  merely  making 
a statement  of  the  case,  and  nothing  further  was  done 
on  the  occasion.  There  was  a good  deal  of  difference 
of  opinion  about  the  matter.  Some  people  were  very 
much  against  it  j some  people  thought  tlia.t  Midleton 
Ttas  well  supplied,  and  some  who  thought  that  then 
have  altered  their  views.  The  principal  reason  that 
nothing  was  done  was,  however,  the  expense. 

280  Mr.  O’Brien.— If  it  could  be  done  on  mode- 
rately reasonable  terms  it  would  be  done  ? 

Mr.  Ashlui.— Yes.  I might  mention  that  the  plan 
and  estimate  were  prepared  by  Mr.  Frazer,  c.E. 

981  Tell  me  Mr.  Ashlin,  how  much  ot  Uallyna- 
cu™yismClo^!-Oh,iti,  .limit  To  brmgitm 
would  add  to  the  outlay  in  sanitary  matte™. 

282  Mr.  O'Behh.— Mr.  Koohe,  what  have  been  the 
rates  in  the  electoral  division  of  Midleton  for  the  last 
five  years  1-In  1874,  2s.  24;  in  1875,  Is  74;  m 
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1876,  la.  Id.-,  ia  1877,  Is.  8 d.]  and  in  1878  the  ordi- 
nary rate  was  2s.  2d.,  and  tlie  sanitary  rate  4 d. 

283.  Mr.  Ashlin. — I wish  just  to  correct  one  matter. 
I mentioned  that  there  were  portions  of  two  townlands 


included  in  the  proposed  extension.  I should  h e 
said  three.  _ There  is  Ballyaunen  Wood  in  addition  t* 
the  two  I mentioned. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


MIDLETON— 17th  OCTOBER,  1S79. 

(Second  Inquiry.) 

Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e.,  held  the  Inquiry, 

The  Commissioner  having  explained  the  tendency  of  the  evidence  already  given — 


Mr.  Penrosa 
Fitzgerald. 


Mr.  Penrose  Fitzgerald  was  examined. 


1.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a boundary 
regulated  by  townlands  or  by  roads  rather  than  a hard 
and  fast  line  that  would  cut  through  houses'! — I com- 
municated with  Lord  Midleton  and  I have  his  views  as 
to  what  would  be  advisable,  but  I don’t  know  exactly 
what  proposal  was  made  on  the  last  occasion.  I under- 
stood it  was  suggested  to  take  in  Ballyannan,  and  the 
entire  of  the  townland  of  Carmolin,  which  is  purely 
grass  farm.  Lord  Midleton,  I should  say,  is  the  owner 
in  fee  of  the  entire  town  and  the  whole  country  that 
would  be  taxed. 

2.  Is  he  of  opinion  there  should  be  no  extension  ? — - 
No,  L was  in  England,  I may  mention,  when  you  sat 
here  before,  and  before  I went  away  I put  a proposal 
before  the  Commissioners  for  extension,  and  it  appeared 
to  me  that  they  all  agreed  to  it ; but  it  was  totally  differ- 
ent from  what  appeals  to  have  been  put  forward  before 
you  in  their  replies. 

3.  They  have  sent  forward  to  our  queries,  answers 
in  which  they  merely  say  that  an  extension  is  desir- 
able, but  they  do  not  say  to  what  extent.  It  is  only 
in  the  evidence  that  the  proposal  to  extend  it  a mile  and 
quarter  is  made  ? — The  principle  Lord  Midleton  wished 
to  be  followed  was,  that  all  town  holdings  where  busi- 
ness connected  with  the  town  is  carried  on  or  accommo- 
dation lands,  land  let  astownparks  to  tradesmen  in  the 
town,  should  be  taxed,  but  nothing  outside  the  town 
holdings  should  be  fairly  taxed  for  town  purposes. 

4.  How  far  would  that  apply  out  from  the  town,  is 
it  any  defined  line  1 — It  was  all  put  on  paper  ; as  to 


what  they  would  take  in  exactly  I could  not  give  you 
it  geographically,  but  it  would  take  in  portions  of  town, 
lands  to  which  town  holdings  have  extended. 

5.  Could  you  let  us  have  a map  of  what  Lord  Midle- 
ton would  wish  ? — I could  make  it.  The  only  duties 
the  Town  Commissioners  now  undertake  are  the  water- 
ing of  the  streets,  and  the  lighting  of  the  lamps,  and 
flagging  the  footways.  I cannot  see  what  advantage 
it  is  to  farmere  even  a quarter  of  a mile  off  to  have  the 
streets  watered  to  which  they  drive  in  it  may  be  a mile 
and  a half. 

6.  Is  it  not  of  advantage  to  them  to  have  light  !— 
Well,  they  come  in  such  a long  way  dark  that  for  tint 
matter  they  might  as  well  have  it  so  the  whole  way. 

7.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  people,  say,  a mile 
outside,  are  sufficiently  interested  in  the  town  that  they 
might  fairly  he  called  on  to  pay  something  towards  the 
town  for  lighting? — No,  I think  not.  I wish  it  to  be 
understood  that  Lord  Midleton  objects  to  agricultural 
holdings  being  taxed.  A mile  and  a quarter  extension 
would  take  in  the  wood  of  Ballyannan  where  there  are 
no  inhabitants  except  the  woodman  and  his  family.  I 
don’t  know  on  what  principle  it  is  proposed  to  tax  farm- 
ing land  for  watering  the  town. 

8.  The  Towns  Improvement  Act  provides  for  the 
payment  of  one-fourth  by  arable  land,  so  that  it  con- 
templates land  being  included  somehow? — Land  held 
by  townspeople  as  a convenience  ought  not  to  he 
taxed. 


Mr.  Patrick 
Michael  Moon. 


Mr.  Patrick  Michael  Moon  examined. 


9.  Do  you  live  within  the  town  ? — No,  I live  with- 
in the  mile  and  a quarter  radius. 

10.  And  do  you  object  to  being  brought  within 
the  boundary? — Yes,  on  principle  I do. 

11.  You  consider  you  get  uo  benefit  from  the  light- 
ing of  the  town,  or  other  advantages  ? — No,  not  to  such 
an  extent  that  I ought  to  be  liable  for  portion  of  the 
taxation,  inasmuch  as  men  living  seven  miles  from  the 
town  have  greater  advantage  than  I would  have  living 
close  to  it.  A man  living  seven  miles  off  may  be  de- 
tained— he  comes  in  bringing  his  corn  to  sell  in  the 
market  and  may  in  all  probability  not  leave  till  the 
gas  lamps  are  lighted,  but  a man  living  only  a mile 
and  a quarter  can  deliver  his  goods  and  be  away  in 
time  so  that  the  light  is  of  no  consequence  to  him. 
Well,  again,  the  markets  are  not  of  such  importance  to 
us  that  we  should  be  called  upon  to  pay  additional  tax 
for  it.  There  is  a better  market  in  Cork,  and  the  advan- 
tages indeed  are  nil  so  far  as  I am  concerned. 

12.  You  think  that  even  the  small  proportion  of 
one-fourth  should  not  be  put  on  you  ? — No.  There  is 
no  advantage  to  us  at  all  except  indeed  the  advantage 
we  derive  of  being  able  to  go  to  Church  on  Sunday. 

13.  Do  the  children  come  in  to  school  from  the  out- 
side districts  ? — Yes,  that  is  an  advantage,  but  at  the 
same  time  there  are  disadvantages. 

14.  Is  your  land  more  valuable  from  being  near 
the  town  ? — No,  I consider  it  is  less,  for  my  labour  bill 
is  at  least  one-third  more  than  if  I was  far  away. 

15.  The  labour  costs  more? — Yes.  My  reason  is 
this.  During  portion  of  the  year  when  farmers  do  the 
greatest  proportion  of  their  work  the  towns  labourers 


stop  at  six  o’clock.  As  soon  as  a man  sees  the 
other  going  off,  he  goes  off.  Well  the  townspeople  let 
them  off  at  six  o’clock  and  some  employ  relays  of  men 
to  work  on  continuously  in  winter. 

16.  In  point  of  fact  it  costs  you  more  ? — Yes. 

17.  Is  not  land  more  valuable  that  lies  close  to  the 
town  ? — Well,  I don't  believe  land  within  a mile  and  a 
half  of  the  town  fetches  more  than  its  intrinsic  value 
by  the  acre. 

Mr.  Penrose  Fitzgerald As  agent  of  the  estate  I can 

say  that  land  within  that  distance  (one  and  a-half  miles) 
does  not  fetch  more  than  its  intrinsic  value.  This  is 
not  a consuming  . town.  It  is  a depot — goods  are 
bought  here  and  sent  on.  The  market  is  really  in 
Queenstown  and  Cork. 

Examination  resumed. 

18.  Have  you  any  further  reasons,  Mr.  Moon,  to 
urge  against  the  extension? — My  impression  is  that 
if  the  area  was  extended  the  Commissioners  would 
have  less  control  of  the  expenditure  of  the  money  and 
my  impression  is  that  if  the  law  were  to  be  extended 
so  that  the  taxation  would  lean  lightly  on  the  towns- 
people, you  would  have  more  works  carried  on. 

19.  What  special  works  do  you  refer  to? — The 
proposed  waterworks.  I hold  that  if  human  life  was 
in  jeopardy  or  seriously  endangered  any  money  should 
be  spent  in  alleviating  the  evil,  but  under  the  present 
circumstances  I think  such  works  are  thoroughly  un- 
necessary. I mean  under  the  circumstances.  If  they 
had  money  it  would  be-  well  enough,  hut  under  the 
present  circumstances  it  is  unnecessary. 
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o0  Is  it  your  opinion  it  is  well  supplied  with,  water 

it  present? No,  but  it  could  be  easily  supplied.  There 

ire  two  rivers  flowing  into  the  town — one  from  the 
north  the  other  from  the  east.  One  is  the  Dungurney 
river.  We  sometimes  work  the  steam-engine  on  the 
northern  river,  sometimes  on  the  other,  and  there 
is  no  better  way  of  testing  it  practically,  than  by  work- 
jn„  a steam-engine  on  it  a few  days,  for  you  can  see  by 
the  deposit  the  purity  of  the  water  to  a certain  extent. 
There  would  be  after  one  week's  work  a great  de- 
posit of  lime  in  the  Dungurney  river- 
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Mi-.  Fitzgerald. — A plan  has  been  suggested  by  the  Midlitox 
engineer.  oct.  it,  isr». 

21.  Mr.  Cotton. — The  only  question  is,  is  the  water 
wanted.  Mr.  Aslilin  has  expressed  a decided  opinion  Michael  Moon, 
that  the  water  supply  cannot  be  got  in  the  present 
area  but  that  if  the  area  is  extended  it  could  be  got  ? 

Witness. — But  I mean  to  show  that  it  can  be  got. 

Mr.  Cotton. — I would  suggest  then  that  you  should 
lay  this  before  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald. — The  Board  of  Guardians  are  the 
sanitary  authox-ity. 


Mr.  Daniel  Humphries  examined. 


22.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  extension  % — No,  I don’t 
see^any  advantage  to  be  derived  from  it. 

03.  Whei-e  do  you  l-eside  ? — At  Park  North. 

24*.  Are  you  outside  the  present  boundary  ? 

25.  And  you  have  an  objection  to  be  brought  in  ? — 
Tes,  certainly. 

26.  You  don’t  think  you  have  such  an  interest  in 
the  town  being  well  lighted  and  so  on  as  that  you  should 
pay  something  towards  it  ? — Certainly  not. 


Mr.  Fitzgerald. — The  town  derives  more  advantage 
from  the  country  than  the  country  from  the  town. 

Mr.  Humphries. — I take  Mr.  Fitzgerald’s  view  as 
the  correct  one,  that  accommodation  lands  should  be 
taxed ; but  there  is  no  advantage  derived  by  the  jieople 
in  my  neighbourhood — Broomfield  for  instance. 

27.  Can  you  tell  me  on  what  district  the  sanitary 
works  are  charged  ? — Well,  I know  the  principle  has 
always  been  to  charge  them  on  the  townlands  benefited. 


Mr.  Daniel 
Humphries. 


Mr.  -Edmund  Barry,  t.c..  examined. 


28.  You  live  in  the  town  ? — Yes.  I have  not  been 
examined  at  the  previous  inquiry.  I must  say  the  state- 
ment has  come  very  strange  on  me  that  those  people  liv- 
in'* outside  derive  no  advantage  from  their  proximity  to 
the  town.  That  is  scarcely  a thing  that  can  be  main- 
tained. 

29.  What  are  the  advantages  you  would  say  a man 
living  a mile  from  the  town  derives  ?— There  are  many 
ways  in  which  I say  they  derive  as  much  benefit  from 
the  town  as  the  town  people  tliemselves-*-the  markets 
and  manures,  and  coming  in  day  by  day  and  in  fact  in 
every  possible  way.  They  have  all  the  benefits  of  the 
lighting  and  cleansing  every  time  they  come  in  or  send 
in  then-  children. 

Mr.  FitzGerald. — As  I said  before,  the  town  derives 


more  benefit  from  these  country  people  than  they  do 
from  the  town.  Suppose  you  lay  waste  the  entire  conn; 
try  around  Midleton,  the  town  would  be  swept  away  - 
but  take  the  town  away,  the  land  would  not  be  a bit 
cheaper. 

Mr.  Barry. — It  is  a monstrous  thing  to  say  gentle- 
men living  within  a mile  of  the  town  do  not  derive  ad- 
vantage from  it. 

Mr.  FitzGerald. — I am  able  to  state  that  a farm 
within  a mile  and  a quarter  of  the  town  will  fetch  its 
value  as  firming  land  and  not  a farthing  more. 

Mr.  Timothy  Murphy. — The  water  of  Midleton  is 
admirable : we  have  not  had  a fever  case  here  until 
lately. 


Mr.  Michael  Buckles  examined. 

30.  Where  do  you  reside  1— At  Garmtaff.  33.  Don’t  you  come  in  here  to  dnireh  t-Tat 

31.  Do  you  object  to  being  brought  in  t-Yes.  34.  And  do  not .the  people  wutlm  amfie  and a T»- 

33.  You  don’t  consider  you  derive  any  benefit  from  ter  send  in  their  chddreu  tc 'School  1-Yes,  und  .0  can 

the  town  1— I think  a man  lining  five  miles  away  has  as  anyone  ten  miles  from  it— they  are  just  as  entitled  to 
much  advantage.  Living  near  the  town  we  have  to  pay  do  so. 
higher  rents  than  if  we  were  five  miles  off. 


Mr.  Michael 
Buckley. 


Mr.  Damn,  Bonis  (Broomfield)  examined.  . gi  °"W 

35.  Your  land  is  outside  the  present  boundary!-  J8.  oeing 

called  on  to  pay  even  one-fourth  t— -No. 

39  Do  you  think  all  lands,  such  as  accommodation 
lands,  should  be  taxed?— I don’t  know. 


Yes,  I am  within  half  a mile  of  the  town. 

36.  You  would  be  taken  in  by  the  extension  of  a 
mile  ? — Yes. 

37.  And  you  would  object  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  William  Moore,  Enockgriffin,  examined  MrJViiiUui 

40.  Do  you  live  inside  or  outside  the  boundary  ?— I Ig£  o*  ' any  one  get8>  from  living 

am  outside  the  boundary,  and- 1 object  to  being  brought  see  what  ad  tage  ge 

in.  I derive  no  benefit  from  the  town,  and  I don’t  see  near  Mi  e n. 
why  I should  be  taxed  for  it.  ■" 

Mr.  Michael  Smithwick,  Carrigshane,  examined. 

.,  ao  "Would  you  not  give  more  for  land  near  the  town 

41.  You  live  outside  the  town? — Yes ; about  amile.  • quality  further  off? — bo. 

I object  to  the  extension  to  include  me,  on  the  grounds  than  for  land  of  the  sum  ry  ( 

that  I don’t  see  that  I derive  any  benefit  from  the  town.  Mr.  James  Russel.  I live  near  P 

42.  Do  you  mean  that  the  town  being  well  lighted  Captain  Smith  Barry. 

or  ill  lighted  is.  a matter  of  indifference  to  you?— -Yes;  w,,  arpvm,r  views  on  the  subject  of  extension  ? 

I have  a Sam  four  or  five  miles  off,  and  I find  tbit  I **■  $***£%£*£  yjj,  oaade,  tbe  lights  <*»- 
Jmve  to  jay  more  wages  end  incur  more  expense  *m  . „n5erS  tote V: SB,  advantage. 
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Mr.  Timothy 

45.  Do  you  live  within  the  mile  and  a half? — Yes. 

46.  And  do  you  not  think  you  derive  such  benefit 
li-om  the  town  as  to  warrant  your  being  called  on  for 
some  taxation’ — No;  I would  as  soon  be  five  miles 
from  the  town. 

47.  It  is  a matter  of  indifference  to  you  if  the  town 
is  lighted  or  not? — Yes ; I don’t  care  whether  it  is  or 
not.  It  costs  me  more  to  be  near  the  town  than  if  I 
was  four  or  five  miles  away. 

48.  If  you  were  offered  two  farms  of  exactly  the 


Kelly  examined. 

same  value,  one  near  the  town  and  the  other  four  miles 
off,  which  would  you  take  ?— I would  as  soon  have  one 
as  the  other. 

49.  Don’t  you  buy  things  in  Midleton  1 — I buy  coal 
I sell  some  corn  there,  but  Cork  is  my  only  market. 

50.  But  for  what  you  do  buy  and  sell  is  not  the 
town  an  advantage  to  you? — Well,  I don’t  think  so. 
I say  people  living  three  miles  off  derive  more  advantage 
than  I do,  for  they  supply  butter  and  milk  to  the 
workhouse. 


Mr.  Bernard  M'Ardle, 

51.  Have  you  land  outside  1 — No. 

52.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  proposed  exten- 
sion I — I suppose,  if  I lived  outside,  the  same  as  the 
farmers,  I would  object  to  it. 

53.  Are  you  a Commissioner? — No. 

54.  You  think  there  should  be  an  extension? — Yes. 

55.  How  far  do  you  think  the  area  should  be  en- 
larged ? — I think,  myself,  that  Ballynacorray  should  be 
taken  in,  Broomfield  and  Deer  Park. 

56.  And  on  what  ground  do  you  think  they  ought 


Main  street,  Midleton,  examined. 

to  be  taken  in  ? — Because  I think  they  derive  about 
the  same  advantages  as  the  people  in  the  Main-street. 
All  the  children  are  sent  in  here  to  school ; the  people 
come  in  to  Church  and  Chapel  on  Sundays,  and  in  the 
second  place,  if  they  want  to  come  in  for  a load  of  grain, 
or  a barrel  of  beer,  they  take  about  half  an  hour,  whicb, 
if  they  were  far  outside  it,  would  take  them  hours. 
It  is,  I think,  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  farmers 
living  within  a mile  and  a half.  One  horse  is  as  valu- 
able to  him  as  three  would  he  at  a distance. 


Mr.  John  Staunton 

57.  How  far  is  your  place  from  the  town? — About 
an  English  mile.  I am  within  a mile  and  a half  radius. 

58.  Do  you  object  to  being  taken  in  ? — Yes. 

59.  On  what  ground — is  it  that  you  do  not  like  to  be 
taxed? — I don’t  see  any  interest  to  me  in  being  brought 


(Broomfield)  examined. 

60.  You  have  no  interest  in  the  town  being  lighted ; 
you  don’t  care  whether  it  is  lighted  or  not? — Not  a 
button  ; we  went  there  when  it  was  without  flagging 
and  light,  and  we  were  better  able  to  walk  than  now. 
As  to  the  water  we  have  the  finest  water  in  Ireland. 


Mr.  David  Staunton  examined. 

61.  You  have  heard  the  evidence? — Yes.  63.  You  wish  to  record  the  fact  that  you  object  to 

62.  Do  you  reside  at  Broomfield  ? — Yes.  The  the  extension? — Yes. 
lighting  and  watering  and  flagging  of  the  town  are  no 

use  to  me. 


Mr.  Daniel  Decie  examined. 


64.  Where  do  you  live  ? — At  Baneshane. 

65.  How  far  is  it  from  the  town? — It  is  about  two 
miles  from  the  town. 

66.  You  object  to  being  brought  in? — Yes. 

67.  You  object  to  being  asked  to  pay  any  taxation? 
— Yes ; I consider  the  town  is  no  benefit  to  me. 

GS.  You  have  no  interest  in  the  town  being  lighted  ? 


69.  Do  you  come  into  the  town  on  Sundays? — Yes. 

70.  Do  your  children  come  in  to  school?— -Yes. 

71.  Is  it  no  interest  to  the  people  when  their  children 
come  in  to  school  that  the  town  should  be  lighted  and 
well  kept? — No ; for  they  are  home  before  dark  and 
require  no  light. 


Mr.  Daniel  Mehigan  examined. 

72.  Where  do  you  live  ? — Near  the  last  witness.  73.  Do  you  agree  with  his  evidence  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  Michael  Hennessy  examined. 

74.  Yon  heard  what  the  other  witnesses  have  said  ? 75-  •Ajad  do  y°u  agree  "with  them  as  to  not  being 

— Yes.  interested  in  the  town  being  lighted  1—  Yes. 

76.  You  have  nothing  to  add  to  their  evidence?— No. 


Mr.  William  Cogan.  t.c.,  PTa.minp.r1, 


77.  How  long  have  you  been  a member  of  the  Town 
Board  1 — Three  or  four  years. 

78.  Do  you  think  the  present  boundary  ought  to  be 
extended  ?— Yes. 

79.  Why  ? — I think  those  adjoining  derive  advan- 
tages from  the  town,  and  should  contribute  towards  it. 


80.  How  far  do  you  think  those  advantages  extend? 
— About  a mile  and  a quarter  at  least. 

81.  And  you  think  the  imposition  of  the  one-fourth 
rate  would  not  be  treating  them  unfairly  ? — No ; I am 
sure  not.  I myself  will  be  brought  in  under  it. 


82.  Do  yon  agree  with  the  opinion  expressed  that 
there  ought  to  be  an  extension  1 — I think  there  ought 
to  be— the  area  is  too  small.  It  would  lessen  the  rate. 

83.  You  would  extend  into  the  country  in  order  to 
lessen  the  rates  in  the  town  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  William  McCarthy,  t.c.,  examined. 


84.  Do  you  think  the  advantages  of  the  town  extend 
to  the  people  a mile  off? — Yes. 

85.  And  is  it  fair  to  ask  them  to  pay  3d.  in  the 
pound? — Yes  ; buildings  would  be  taxed  the  full,  and 
land  one-fourth.  I think  it  is  a great  matter  to  these 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


_]e  have  the  lights  at  night,  and  many  of  them 
complain  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  light  them 
after  eleven  o’clock. 

S6.  Who  are  the  people  who  complain  1 — well, 
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some  of  the  townspeople  say  they  ought  to  be  lighted 
all  night. 

Mr.  FitzGerald. — The  bulk  of  the  farmers  come  in 
at  a very  early  hour,  and  from  very  long  distances. 
The  inquiry  terminated. 


FERMOY.— JANUARY  4th,  1S79. 


Before  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  Mr.  Cotton,  c.e. 


Mr.  J.  W.  Healy  examined. 


1.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  Clerk  of  the  Town 
Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

2.  Fermoy  is  constituted  a Municipal  Town  under 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? — Yes. 

3.  When  was  it  placed  under  that  Act! — In  1859. 

4.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town  as  then  deter- 
mined!— 276a.  1r. 

5.  What  is  the  valuation? — £9,928. 

0.  Now,  does  it  consist  of  entire  townlauds,  or  how 
maav  whole,  and  how  many  parts  of  townlauds? — 
There  are  parts  of  five  townlauds,  and  not  the  entire 
of  any. 

7.  "What  are  the  names  of  the  townlauds,  parts  of 
which  are  included? — They  are  Fermoy,  Carrigna- 
nroghera,  Rathealy , Grange  Fast,  and  Dantahin. 
These  are  the  five  townlands,  parts  of  which  are  in- 
cluded. 

8.  Then  every  townland  is  cut — there  is  no  entire 
one  in  the  Municipal  District? — No. 

9.  Now,  in  what  electoral  division  is  the  Municipal 
District? — Fermoy. 

10.  Entirely? — Yes. 

1 1.  Now,  what  is  the  radius  of  the  Municipal  Dis- 
trict, taking  the  most  central  point  to  start  with  ? — 
At  the  east  side  it  does  not  extend  beyond  this  Court- 

1 1 Well,  on  the  west,  how  far  ?— About  a mile  and 
a quarter. 

13.  From  the  centre  of  the  town? — Yes. 

14.1  am  speaking  of  the  Municipal  District — what 
is  the  radius  of  the  Municipal  District  from  the  centre 
of  the  town?— About  a quarter  of  a mile.  It  takes 
in  portion  of  Mr.  Gardner’s  place. 

15.  Well,  on  the  north?— Three-quarters  of  a mile. 

16.  From  the  centre  of  the  town? — Yes;  by  tlie 
railway  station. 

17.  Is  the  railway  station  included  ? — Yes. 

18.  How  far  does  it  extend  on  the  south  1— About 

half  a mile — between  a quarter  and  half  a mile  it  takes 
in  Oairnview.  It  is  less  than  a half,  and  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a mile.  To  the  east  it  extends  just  to  this 
Court-house.  . 

19.  All  these  measurements  are  from  the  centre  oi 
the  town  ? — Yes. 

20.  Now,  take  the  electoral  division  of  Fermoy, 
how  many  townlands  are  there — but  first  toll  me 
what  is  the  area  of  that? — 5,510a.  2r.  34p. 

21.  And  the  valuation  ? — £16,000. 

22.  Does  the  electoral  division  of  Fermoy  radiate 
equally,  or  in  an  irregular  manner  ? — I think,  taking 
the  radius,  it  is,  say,  two  and  a quarter  miles  to  the 
north  and  east,  two  miles  to  the  south,  and  to  the 
west  side  a mile,  or  something  more. 

23.  Then  how  many  townlauds  are  included  m 
it? — Twenty-two  townlands. 

24.  If  the  Fermoy  electoral  division  were  token  as 
th?  boundary  of  the  Municipal  area,  it  would  therefore 
be  open  to  this  objection,  that  while  lands  two  and  a 
quarter  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  town  would  e 
included  in  the  township,  lands  a little  more  than  a 
mile  in  another  direction  would  be  excluded  ? Yes. 

25.  Now,  have  the  Town  Commissioners  of  Fermoy 
considered  the  question  of  extending,  limiting,  or 
otherwise  altering  the  boundary  ? — Yes  ; they  have. 

26.  How  many  members  are  there  on  the  Board  . 
Fifteen. 


27.  Was  there  a special  meeting  convened  to  consider 
the  question? — Yes. 

28.  How  many  members  attended  at  that  meeting  ? 
— Seven. 

29.  Did  they  come  to  any  unanimous  conclusion  on 
the  subject? — Yes. 

30.  What  was  that  conclusion — have  you  got  the 
resolution  on  record? — Yes ; it  was  last  night  they 
resolved  to  adopt  the  resolution  as  drafted  by  Mr. 
Barry.  The  decision  was  come  to  late  last  night,  and 
expressed  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Commissioners. 

31.  Will  you  kiudly  read  it  ? — It  was  as  follows: — 

“ Proposed  extension  of  the  township  of  Fermoy,  unani- 
mously agreed  to  at  a special  meeting  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners, held  on  Friday,  3rd  of  January,  IS79 — Northern 
Boundary,  commencing  at  the  bridge  over  the  river  Fun- 
clieon,  at  Mount  Rivers,  on  by.  the  road  leading  to 
Fermoy,  as  far  as  the  end  of  the  high  wall,  at  Moore  Park 
Demesne  ; thence  north  by  said  wall  to  the  north,  of  the 
mail-coach-road,  from  Fermoy  to  Kilworth,  across  said  road 
leading  by  Boherduroga  to  Dunbawn  Cross,  and  thence 
west  to  Joyce’s  Cross  and  the  Acres." 

That  is  the  North  Boundary.  The  West  Bound- 
ary is 

“ The  road  leading  from  Joyce’s  Cross  to  the  highroad 
leading  from  Fermoy  to  Ballyhooley  across  said  road,  and 
on  by  the  bye-road  on  the  outside  of  Castlehyde  demesne, 
across  the  river  Blaekwater  to  the  road  to  Craig ; south  by- 
said  road  to  Kelieher’s  house,  formerly  Martin’s : thence 
by  the  same  road  to  Glenabow  bridge,  on  the  Dnntaheen- 
road ; west  by  said  road  to  the  road  leading  to  the  rifle 
ranges,  on  by  said  road  across  Corrin,  to  the  road  leading 
to  Ballinahina.’’ 


Hie  Southern  Boundary  marked  out  is 
“ The  bye-road,  south  of  Corrin,  to  the  highroad  from 
Dork  to  Fermov,  meeting  said  road  at  the  Woodranger’s- 
odo-e : then  east,  across  the  bog,  to  the  southern  fence  of 
he  rermov  wood,  on  the  Kileraig-road,  across  said  road  to 
he  road  south  of  Craig  wood,  leading  to  Dennehv  s raee- 
:ourse ; and  thence  to  the  bye-road  south-east  by  (_  oota- 
>own-road,  to  the  road  of  Coolagown.’’ 

(Ve  are  all  acquainted  with  these  localities.  The 
Eastern  Boundary  is  : - 

“ The  bve-road,  or  passage,  leading  from  the  l^t-men- 
ioned  road  under  the  railway  to  the  Lismore-ro.id,  and 
lcross  the  said  Lismore-road  to  the  river  Blaekwater  , on 
w the  eastern  boundary  of  Carysville  demesne  knds  aeross 
:he  Blaekwater  to  Kilmurry-roa.l ; on  by  Vt  MoTnt 
road,  east,  to  the  bridge  over  the  river  Funcbeon,  at  Mount 
Rivers." 

32  Now,  Mr.  Healv,  a resolution  was  adopted  in 
favour  of  this  radius  or  boundary  suggested  by  Mr. 

what  area,  are  yon  in  a position  to  say,  would 
that  give  if  adopted  1-1  am  not  sufficiently  familiar 
with  it  to  be  able  to  state  accurately. 

34  Can  you  state  would  that  divide  townlauds  and 
how  many  1-1  think  it  would,  because  the  scheme 
was  considered  irrespective  of  townlands. 

35  Tou  cannot  say  how  many  i— No,  It  was  done 
so  recently  I did  not  go  into  It  in  detail. 

36  Now,  the  Town  Commissioners  of  Penney  act 

ns  the  urban  sanitary  authority  1— YoS. 

37  Yfhat  income — what  source  of  income  have  the 
Town  Commissioners  of  Penney.  Have  they  any. 
thin-  except  the  rates  1-Yes,  rates  and  fines  from  the 


Midlstox. 
Oct.  17,  1S7». 

Sir.  William 
McCarthy,  t.C. 


Jnn.  *.  1679, 


Mr.  J.  IV. 
Healy. 
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Commissioners’  Court,  and  presentments  from  the 
Grand  Jury,  and  payments  from  Government  in  lieu 
of  rates. 

38.  They  have  no  property? — No.  There  is  the 
dog  tax,  too. 

39.  They  have  no  tolls  or  customs  ? — No. 

40.  Now,  has  the  “ Towns  Improvement  Act  ” 
been  adopted  for  all  purposes  ? — Yes. 

41.  What  have  been  the  rates  made  during  each 
year — in  ’74,  '75,  ’76,  ’77,  and  ’7S? — In  ’74,  the  rate 
was  lid. ; in  ’75,  lOtZ. ; in  ’76,  Sd. ; in  ’77,  StZ.,  and 
no  rate  was  struck  in ’78. 

42.  Why  was  that  ? — They  had  a sufficiency  of 
money  in  hand,  and  intended  to  postpone  it  till  May 
next. 

43.  What  is  your  annual  expenditure  for  municipal 
purposes  ? — £450.  about. 

44.  And  how  much  is  comprehended  in  the  sanitary 
expenditure? — Very  little. 

45.  You  have  had  no  special  outlay ! — No. 

46.  Now,  are  there  any  important  sanitary  works 
considered  advisable  that  the  Commissioners  have 
been  restrained  from  caiTying  out  in  consequence  of 
the  small  area  of  the  township  i — Except  the  water 
supply. 

47.  The  water  supply — is  it  considered  to  be  defi- 
cient or  imperfect  ? — Yes. 

48.  Has  anything  been  done  in  reference  to  it  ? — A 
requisition  has  been  sent  out  for  a special  meeting  for 
Tuesday  next,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
question  as  to  on  improved  supply  of  water. 

49.  Has  any  scheme  been  under  consideration  on 
the  subject? — Yes,  I believe  so,  and  I believe  an 
estimate  was  taken. 

50.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  estimate 
having  been  made  ? — I believe  I am  accurate  in  saying 

- that  Mr.  Burke  got  an  estimate  from  Mr.  Lyons,  the 
County  Surveyor. 

51.  Are  you  in  a position  to  state  what  the  estimate 
was  ? — No,  I am  not. 

52.  Are  the  Town  Commissioners  aware  that  under 
the  206th  Section  of  the  “ Public  Health  Act  of  last 
Session,  there  is  now  a power  to  transfer  to  the  urban 
sanitary  authority  certain  functions  hitherto  exercised 
by  the  Grand  Jury  over  roads,  bridges,  and  footpaths? 
— Yes. 

53.  Have  they  had  under  their  consideration  the 
propriety  of  making  application  for  such  transfer  ? — 
Yes,  and  passed  a resolution  unanimously  to  apply  for 
a separation  from  the  Grand  Jury. 

54.  Is  it  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  at  present 
that  the  expenditure  is  not  commensurate  with  the 
amount  levied? — Yes. 

_ 55.  What  is  that  amount? — £900,  and  they  only 
give  benefit  to  the  extent  of  £450. 


56.  What  is  the  amount  of  county  cess  raised  ? 

57.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  township  U~ 
£9,958. 

58.  And  the  average  rate  ? — About  Is.  8cZ. that  is 

between  £800  and  £900  a year,  and  the  expenditure 
on  the  roads  would  be  covered  by  £500. 

59.  Then  the  Commissioners,  you  say,  would  be  in 
favour  of  it? — Yes,  axrd  the  feeliug  has  been  so  for  a 
long  time.  It  has  been  mentioned  that  being  sepa- 
rated fronUthe  Grand  Jury  we  would  have°all  the 
powers  of  rating,  and  would  not  he  restricted  to  one- 
fourth. 

60.  That  was  the  view  of  the  Commissioners? 

Yes. 

61.  Do  they  consider  that  the  works  are  not 

properly  or  sufficiently  executed  at  present? Yes  • 

they  have  great  difficulty  in  getting  presentments a 

great  many  have  been  thrown  out.  So  many  pre- 
sentments for  new  works  had  been  thrown  out  that  at 
length  they  ceased  to  apply ; there  was  great  dissatis- 
faction, and  I don’t  know  if  I am  right  in  saying  that 
they  felt  humiliated  in  coming  before  the  Grand  Jury. 

62.  Mr.  Burke  (a  Commissioner). — I would  like  to 
ask  you,  Mr.  Healy,  do  you  know  within  how  many 
yeai-s  did  we  get  anything  from  them  ? 

Mr.  Healy. — The  lost  sum  we  got  from  them  was  in 
spring,  ’77,  when  we  got  £48 ; that  was  at  the  Spring 
Assizes,  and  we  got  nothing  since. 

63.  Mr.  O’Brien. — What  was  that  for? — That 
was  for  reforming  a footpath  at  the  Cork-road.  TLe 
presentment  obtained  before  that  was  in  the  summer 
of  1875,  when  we  got  £42  for  flagging  a footway 
from  King-street  to  the  chapel.  That  was  a total  of 
£90  for  the  past  three  years. 

Mr.  Burke. — In  the  meantime  we  continued  to 
apply  to  the  Road  Sessions,  and  our  applications  were 
thrown  out. 

64.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Now,  Mr.  Healy,  if  the  muni- 
cipal district  were  extended,  would  it  take  in  the 
whole  of  the  electoral  division? — Yes. 

Mr.  Barry  (Commissioner). — At  all  events  that 
proposition  was  made  irrespective  of  electoral  bound- 
aries. 

65.  Would  it  take  in  Cool  and  Castle  Hyde  ? — Yes, 
parts  of  Cool  and  Castle  Hyde,  and  if  Mr.  Sheriff’s 
amendment  or  proposition  were  adopted  it  would  take 
in  the  whole  of  Leitrim. 

66.  Then  it  would  take  in  nearly  the  whole  of 
Fermoy,  Cool,  Castle  Hyde,  and  Leitrim  ? 

Mr.  Barry. — Not  Leitrim. 

67.  What  has  been  the  poundage  of  the  sanitary 
expenditure  for  the  past  five  years  ? — There  has  beeu 
no  sanitary  expenditure  except  for  scavenging  the 
town. 


Mr.  John  Barry,  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  examined. 


68.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  have  been  a member  of 

the  Town  Commissioners  since  the  commencement  ? 

Yes. 

69.  You  were  charged  lately,  I understand,  with 
the  duty  of  preparing  a scheme  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  town  regarding  extension  of  the  bound- 
aries ?— Yes  j I was  asked  by  Mr.  Burke  to  prepare 
the  scheme  for  the  new  boundary.  I was  asked  by 
Mr.  Burke  and  others. 

70.  And  did  you  accordingly  prepare  the  scheme 
now  given  in  evidence  ? — Yes. 

71.  And  which  was  adopted  by  the  Commissioners  1 
—Yes  j I prepared  the  draft  of  it,  and  it  was  finally 
settled  at  a meeting  of  the  Commissioners. 

72.  And  unanimously  adopted  1— Yes.  I may  say 
for  myself  that  when  the  town  was  under  the  old 
Fermoy  Police  Act — a local  Act  procured  by  Mr. 
Anderson,  the  late  proprietor— and  when  the  towns- 
people thought  it  advisable  to  get  rid  of  that  Act  and 


adopt  the  Towns  Commissioner  Act  we  are  under 
now — the  Towns  Improvement  Act — it  became  neces- 
sary to  fix  a boundary,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Rice  and  I, 
of  our  own  motion,  sketched  out  a boundary  and  made 
it  very  limited,  so  as  to  prevent  opposition — for  peace 
sake.  It  was  purely  a town  area.  Since  then  the  law 
has  changed  very  much,  and  various  functions,  sani- 
tary and  other,  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Commissioners.  Since  then  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  take  the  first  opportunity  to  extend  the  boundaries, 
which  are  considered  far  too  small  in  extent. 

73.  Has  the  limited  nature  of  the  existing  area 
operated  so  as  to  restrain  the  Commissioners  under- 
taking works  of  great  utility  to  the  town,  and  which 
are  considered  necessary  ?— I don’t  know  that  it  had 
that  effect,  but  it  struck  me  and  others  that  it  was 
unfair  to  put  on  so  limited  an  area  the  whole  taxation 
of  the  town,  where  persons  outside  were-. deriving  un- 
doubted benefit  and  advantages,  and  that  it. would  be 
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»ore  just  and  equitable  to  extend  the  boundary,  so 
that  these  people,  deriving  such  advantages,  might 
contribute  towards  the  expenditure. 

74.  Has  it  not  been  under  consideration  to  give  an 
extended  water  supply  1 Yes. 

75.  An  improved  water  supply  ? — Yes. 

76.  Would  not  such  a scheme  as  that  involve  a con- 
siderable expenditure  1— Assuredly. 

77  Do  you  consider  that  the  advantages  that  would 
be  derivable  from  that  would  extend  much  beyond  the 
existin'*  area? — I consider  that  any  advantage  done 
to  the  town  by  the  supply  of  water,  gas,  or  otherwise 
would  be  a direct  advantage  to  very  many  persons 
outside  the  area,  certainly  to  those  within  the  proposed 
area  of  taxation. 

78.  Do  persons  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Ferrnoy  derive  benefits  from  the  schools  ? Do  they 
send  then-  children  in  to  the  schools? — Yes. 

79.  And  I presume  that  proximity  to  a large  gar- 
rison and  market  town  like  Ferrnoy  increases  the 
value  of  agricultural  land? — Yes.  I may  mention 
that  this  water  project  was  taken  up  chiefly  with  the 
view  of  satisfying  the  parties  in  London  headquarters 
with  reference  to  the  supply  to  the  barracks.  It  was 
thought  possible  that  we  would  even  lose  the  garrison 
altogether,  and  it-  therefore  became  a matter  of  neces- 
sity  to  see  wh.it  could  be  done  to  supply  good  water. 

80.  Are  the  military  authorities  dissatisfied  ? — Yes. 

81.  With  the  supply  of  water? — Yes.  - .. 

82.  So  that  to  secure  to  Ferrnoy  the  advantages  of 
the  garrison  it  becomes  necessary  that  there  should  be 
something  done  to  improve  the  supply  of  water? — 
Yes. 

83.  Is  any  drainage  of  an  improved  character  re- 
quired ? — No,  I do  not  know  that  there  is.  I may  tell 
you,  however,  that  several  of  the  pumps  in  the  bar- 
racks have  been  condemned  on  analysis,  and  it  is  really 
a matter  of  urgent  necessity. 

84.  Within  what  distance  or  radius  would  you  say 
do  the  people  outside  derive  advantages  from  the  town 
government  in  the  shape  of  lighting,  cleansing,  flag- 
ging, and  so  forth,  and  having  schools  for  their  chil- 
dren,. a market  for  then-  produce,  and  supplying  their 
lands  with  manure — within  what  distance  would  such 
advantages  extend  in  an  exceptional  degree  over  those 
from  a greater  distance  ? — I should  say  from  two  miles 
to  two  miles  and  a half. 

85.  What  was  the  principle  that  guided  you  in  your 
selection  of  a boundary  ? — I thought  principally  that 
those  persons  who  have  property  outside  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Ferrnoy,  who  come  in  here  and  use  the 
town,  who  attend  the  monthly  fairs,  and  have  here  a 
good  market  for  their  goods,  and  who  get  such  facili- 
ties and  advantages  from  the  town  in  every  way,  were 
fairly  bound  to  contribute. 

86.  But  it  appears  that  you  did  not  follow  an 
exactly  equal  radius ; in  some  places  it  is  two  miles 
and  in  some  two  and  a half  miles? — Yes,  we  took  in 
the  property  of  some  gentlemen  here,  landed  pro- 
prietor's, whose  tenants  and  themselves  enjoy  the  ad- 
vantages of  and  are  benefited  by  the  town  of  Ferrnoy. 

87.  Why  did  you  leave  out  some  people  in  other 
directions  who  are  within  two  and  a half  miles  ? — 
Well,  because  there  was  no  property  outside  of  any 
consequence  commensurate  with  our  doing  so — with 
our  taking  it  in.  There  was  some  rough  mountain 
land,  and  we  wanted  to  have  a well-defined  boundary. 

88.  Your  boundary  would  not  follow  townlands  ? 

89.  Don’t  you  think  where  you  have  a well-known 
denomination,  such  as  a townland,  it  is  better  to  follow 

it?— Well,  I think  if  you  have  a boundary  well  .de- 
fined, it  is  then  a mere  question  of  valuation  to  allo- 
cate it. 

■ 90.  But  the  townland  being  the  unit  of  taxation  for 
poor  law  purposes,  would  it  not,  where  feasible,  be 
well  to  follow  it? — I think  if  we  don’t  get  the  pro- 
posed extension  it  would  be  well  to  get  the  electoral 
division. 

91.  There  are  several  townlands,  it  appears,  com- 


prised in  your  scheme.  Now,  whenever  a townland 
comes  into  the  municipal  boundary,  would  you  see  any 
objection  to  taking  in  the  whole  of  these  townlands 
now  Pari  of  your  scheme  ? — No,  I see  no  objection. 

92.  Wherever  it  cut  a townland  to  bring  that  town- 
land  in  ? — Yes. 

. 93.  That  would  be  better  than  adopting  the  electoral 
division? — Yes. 

94.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  impossible  on  any 
principle  of  equity  to  take  in  the  electoral  division  of 
Castlehide  and  Cool  ? — Oh,  yes. 

95.  How  far  would  Castlehide  and  Cool  extend  1 — 
Cool  would  extend  four  or  five  miles. 

96.  And  that  would  not  be  feasible? — No. 

97.  And  you  think,  therefore,  that  it  could  not  be  in 
fairness  attempted? — Yes  ; and  as  to  the  electoral  di- 
vision being  adopted,  I think  it  would  be  a mistake  in 
this  case. 


98.  Now,  you  have  heard  me  alluding  to  the  section 
of  the  Act  empowering  the  Local  Government  Board 
by  Provisional  Order  to  transfer  the  Grand  Jury  func- 
tions to  the  town  body  in  respect  of  roads  ; now,  it  is 
stated  that  the  unanimous  feeling  of  the  Commissioners 
is  in  favour  of  that  transfer? — Yes. 

99.  What  would  be  the  advantage  of  such  a transfer, 
in  your  opinion? — Very  great,  indeed.  First  of  all  it 
has  been  ascertained  on  calculation  that  we  are  paying 
£400  or  £500  to  the  Grand  Jiuy  in  taxes  in  excess  of 
money  expended  on  the  township  bj  them.  We  also 
find  that  on  some  occasions  Mr.  Burke  and  others  got 
presentments  from  them  for  flagging,  but  never  without 
a great  struggle  in  the  most  niggardly  and  grudging 
way.  The  Grand  Jury  seemed,  in  fact,  determined  upon 
never  granting  presentments  to  us,  and  the  consequence 
is  that  works  deemed  necessary  have  been  left  un- 
executed. 

100.  Works  have  then  been  left  in  that  way  un- 
executed ? — Certainly. 

101.  And  works  that  would  be  executed  by  your- 
selves if  you  had  control  of  the  matter  ? — Assuredly. 

102.  And  do  you  think  that  you  would  be  able  had 
you  the  matter  in  your  own  hands,  more  reasonably 
than  the  Grand  Jury? — Yes. 

103.  How  many  miles  -would  be  comprised  in  the 
municipal  area  proposed  by  you — how  many  miles  of 
roads  ?— I have  not  looked  into  that. 

104.  Have  you  considered  what  the  cost  of  main- 
tenance would  be  ? — No,  except  this,  the  cost  of  main- 
tenance would  be  more  than  thirty  per  cent  less  under 
us  than  under  the  Grand  J ury. 

105.  You  could  do  the  work  cheaper  ? — No  doubt. 

106.  Mr.  Cotton. — How  would  you  economise? — 
Well,  there  is  some  difficulty  exactly  in  explaining. 
Road  contractors  are  a race  of  people  in  themselves. 
We  would  have  nothing  to  say  to  them,  but  would  get 
the  work  done  under  our  own  eyes,  and  a great  deal  of 
money  would  be  saved  in  that  way. 

107.  Now,  you  are  aware  that  under  the  Towns  Im- 
provement Act  arable  land  is  liable  to  be  rated  on  one- 
fourth  of  the  valuation  ? — Yes. 

108  Do  the  Commissioners  contemplate  in  the  event 
of  the  transfer  that  the  Grand  Jury  works  shall  be 
charged  on  the  full  amount  ?— Yes,  I think  so. 

109.  The  whole  of  the  Grand  Jury  cess  is  paid  b> 
the  occupiers  1 — Yes. 

110  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  of  the  fact  that 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  expressed  an  opinion  in 
their  report  to  Parliament  that  the  law  in  that  respect 
™ht  to  be  changed,  and  that  in  futons  the  expendi- 
ture ought  to  be  divided  equally  between  the  occupies 
and  landlords  1-Tea ; we  axe  aware  of  that  reconmen- 
elation,  and  are  quite  prepared  to  accept  it. 

111.  You  are  aware  the  Committee  expressed  them- 
selves to  this  effect — 

ttey  believe  it  may  be  Italy  argnf1  ftat  sneh 


;ould  not  fail  to  exercise 


i most  beneficial  influence  in 


7zbmot. 

Jan.  4,  lei*. 
Hr.  .T.  B any. 
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greatly  diminishing  these  divisions  between  the  different 
classes  in  Ireland,  which  are  the  most  serious  impediment  to 
its  happiness  and  prosperity . It  would  bring  the  represen- 
tatives of  different  classes  together  for  the  common  interest 
in  a common  field  of  activity  from  which  the  great  subjects 
of  controversy  would  be  mostly  excluded.” 

The  Commissioners  would  concur  in  that  ? — Cei" 
tainly. 

112.  How  many  electors  are  there  in  the  present  dis- 
trict, do  you  know  ? — The  total  number  of  voters  is 
294. 

113.  And  how  many  persons  are  eligible  to  hold  the 
office  of  Commissioner1! — 140  are  eligible. 

114.  Would  the  proposed  extension  increase  the 
constituency,  the  number  of  persons  who  would  he 
entitled  to  vote  ? — It  would. 

115.  Now,  Mr.  Barry,  do  you  think  it  is  the  feeling 
of  the  Commissioners  that  it  would  be  of  advantage  to 
the  public  to  have  a number  of  persons  brought  in  and 
included  in  those  who  would  be  likely  to  take  an  in- 
terest in  the  affairs  of  the  town ! — Yes. 

116.  A nd  that  the  introduction  of  the  rural  element, 
which  this  extension  would  affect,  would  be  favour- 
able1!— Yes;  I think  it  would  be  favourable. 

117.  There  are  a great  many  occupied  houses  that 
would  be  brought  in? — Yes,  a great  many. 

118.  Do  you  think  the  people  outside  who  would  be 


introduced  by  your  scheme  would  entertain  any  very 
strong  objection? — Well,  I think  as  a rule  people’ object 
to  be  taxed  at  all. 

119.  But  you  don’t  think  they  have  any  reasonable 
objection — any  reasonable  grounds  of  objection  to  it ! 
— No.  I am  not  single  in  this.  The  Commissioners 
are  unanimous  in  thinking  that  this  extension  wonM 
be  a most  proper  proceeding,  and  that  the  first  area 
was  a mistake. 

120.  You  have  heard  no  very  strong  objection  to 
it  ? — No. 

121.  Now,  is  there  anything  special  that  you  would 
like  to  add  to  what  you  have  already  been  good  enoudi 
to  give  as  your  evidence? — No,  nothing. 

122.  Mr.  Burke. — Would  you  kindly'  say,  Mr. 
Barry,  what  was  the  amount  during  the  past  three  or 
four  years  we  have  got  from  the  Grand  Jury  ? 

Mr.  Barry. — Out  of  £500  we  have  got  altogether 
about  £138. 

123.  Mr.  O'Brien. — If  the  Commissioners  got  cliam- 
of  the  roads  and  bridges,  would  it  be  necessary  to  give 
you  increased  rating  power  over  the  present  Is.  limit  \ 
— Yes  That  would  be  a general  measure  to  enable 
us,  if  necessary,  to  increase  the  taxation. 

124.  You  will  be  able,  Mr.  Barry,  to  send  us  a map 
with  the  proposed  and  the  existing  boundaries  marked 
on  it? — Yes. 


Mr.  Michael  Burke,  Town  Commissioner,  examined. 


1 25.  You  are  a member  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? 
—Yes. 

126.  And  also  agent  for  Sir  Robert  Abercrombie, 
owner  of  Fermoy? — Yes. 

127.  You  have  heard  the  statements  made  by  Mr. 
Barry  ? — Yes. 

128.  Do  you  concur  in  them  ? — Yes.  He  has  told 
you  there  was  a special  meeting,  and  that  the  opinion 
was  unanimous.  1 was  at  that  meeting. 

129.  Is  there  anything  you  would  like  to  add  to 
what  he  has  said? — No;  nothing particulai-. 

130.  Are  you  aware,  Mr.  Burke,  that  there  is  great 
necessity'  for  a water  supply? — Yes. 

131.  Hus  any  estimate  of  the  cost  been  made — any 
estimate  of  wliat  the  water  supply  would  cost  ? — Yes ; 
the  landlord,  Sir  Robert  Abercrombie,  has,  at  his  own 
expense,  taken  measures  and  employed  the  county 
surveyor  of  the  East  Riding,  Mr.  Lyons,  and  he  has 
made  a map  and  estimate  for  us,  and  taken  great 
pains,  and  has  made  a report,  and  is  perfectly  satisfied 
of  the  desirability  of  the  work  in  every  way  for  the 
town,  and  for  the  people. 

132.  And  what  is  the  estimated  cost? — It  is  calcu- 
lated at  about  £12,000. 

133.  That,  I take  it,  would  be  too  great  a sum  for 
the  existing  area  to  undertake — it  would  be,  I presume, 
too  great  a burthen  on  the  people  of  the  present  area  ? 
— Yes. 

134.  It  would  be,  in  fact,  impracticable  ? — Yes. 

135.  So  that  the  maintaining  of  the  present  area 
would  shut  the  door  upon  the  provision  of  a proper 
water  supply  i — Y es. 

1 36.  And  it  is  a fact,  I understand,  that  the  military 
authorities  have  threatened  to  withdraw  from  the 
barracks? — Yes;  they  have  been  thoroughly  dissatisfied 
with  the  water  supply,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe 


that  by  the  proposed  scheme  the  town  will  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  an  improved  supply  as  well  as  the  barracks. 

137.  Now,  assuming  the  bad  and  defective  supply  of 
water  led  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  garrison  from 
Fermoy,  would  that  inflict  not  only  serious  injury  upon 
the  inhabitants  but  upon  those  living  within  the  pro- 
posed extended  area?— -Most  serious. 

138.  You  think  then- withdrawal  would  be  a serious 
injui-y  ?—  Decidedly,  in  every  way. 

139.  And  the  injury  would  extend  beyond  the  pre- 
sent municipal  district? — Yes ; the  landed  proprietors 
not  only  within  the  proposed  district,  but  much  further 
away,  would  suffer  serious  [injury  by  it.  It  would 
affect  the  markets  and  everything. 

140.  Now,  as  to  the  transfer  of  the  Grand  Jury 
functions,  you  agree  in  that ; you  concur  as  to  the  ad- 
visability of  the  transfer? — Yes. 

141.  And  you  think  the  work  would  be  better  done  ? 
— Yes  ; I hold  the  work  is  not  by  any  means  satis- 
factorily done. 

142.  You  consider  that  it  could  be  more  efficiently 
done  by  the  town  body  ? — Yes,  more  satisfactorily  in 
every  way.  We  think  it  a great  hardship  that  a sum 
of  £400  should  be  going  out  from  us  without  any  com- 
mensurate return,  and  what  we  do  get  from  the  Pre- 
sentment Sessions  is  given  most  reluctantly. 

143.  I presume  you  would  Dot  ask  for  any  transfer 
of  these  functions  unless  you  get  an  increased  boundary  i 
— We  look  upon  an  increased  boundary  as  essential. 
In  point  of  fact  the  original  boundary  was  done  in  a 
hurry.  There  was  not  sufficient  consideration  for  it. 

Mi.  Barry. — It  was  done  for  peace  sake. 

144.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Do  you  consider  that  the  rat# 
for  these  purposes  ought  to  be  divided  as  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  suggest? — Yes.  I may  mention 
to  you  that  I myself  would  be  brought  in  under  the 
proposed  extension. 


Mr.  Michael  J,’ 


Mr.  Michael  J . Magniep,  Town  Commissioner,  examined. 


145.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Have  you  any  remarks  you 
would  like  to  make,  Mr.  Magnier,  in  addition  to  what 
we  have  heard  ? — I have  heard  Mr.  Barry  and  Mr. 
Burke,  and  I entirely  concur  in  the  remarks  of  both 
gentlemen. 

146.  You  are  a landed  proprietor? — Yes. 


147.  Would  lands  of  yours  be  brought  in? — Yes. 

148.  So  that  to  some  extent  yon  would  be  a loser  ? 
—Yes. 

14  9.  Have  you  heard  any  objections  urged  to  the 
proposed  extension  ? — No,  not  up  to  the  present 
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Sir.  Cornelius  Dennehv,  Town  Commissioner,  examined. 


150.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Were  yon  at  tlie  meeting  of  the 

Commissioners,  Mr.  Deimehy  ? — No,  I had  not  tlie 
pleasure  of  being  there,  but  I have  listened  to  Mr. 
Barry’s  lucid  explanation,  and  also  to  Mr.  Burke,  anil 
I mav  say  that  I quite  concur  in  ivliat  they  have  said, 
though  I myself  will  be  a considerable  sufferer  by  the 
extension.  . 

151.  You  don’t  think  it  would  be  inequitable  to 
1 .ring  persons  within  the  boundary  ! — No. 

152.  You  think  they  ought  to  share  in  the  expendi- 
ture as  they  enjoy  the  advantages  of  proximity  to  the 
town  ? — Y es. 

153.  And  you  think  that  people  holding  lands  out- 


side would  suffer  serious  loss,  if  owing  to  the  bad  sup- 
ply of  water  the  garrison  were  to  be  withdrawn  ? — Yes, 
but  I don’t  like  to  enter  into  the  question  as  we  are  to 
have  a meeting  on  that  subject. 

151.  But  you  think  if  the  garrison  was  withdrawn 
injury  would  he  inflicted  ? — Ob,  yes.  Fermoy  would 
be  nothing  without  the  military. 

155.  Mr.  Cotton. — How  much  of  the  railway  would 
you  take  in,  Mr.  Barry  ? 

Mr.  Barry. — We  would  take  in  some  of  the  Fermoy 
and  Lismore  Railway,  about  a mile  and  a half  of  it, 
and  about  a mile  and  a half  in  the  other  direction,  the 
Mallow  and  Fermoy. 


Ferwov. 
Jan.  4, 1379. 

Hr.  Cornelius 
D.unchr. 


Mr.  William  Sheriffs  examined. 


156.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  arc  a Town  Commissioner? 
— Yes. 

157.  I understand  that  on  one  point  you  differ 
somewhat  with  the  other  Commissioners  as  to  the 
boundary? — Yes. 

158.  That  was  as  to  the  eastern  boundary? — Yes. 

159.  What  was  your  suggestion  ? 

Mr.  Barry. — Perhaps,  sir,  it  would  be  better  that 
we  should  be  unanimous,  and  Mr.  Sheriffs  does  not 
press  his  proposition. 


ICO.  Mr.  O’Brien.— Do  you  concur  generally,  Mr. 
Sheriffs,  in  the  views  that  have  been  expressed  ! — I do. 

161.  Do  you  think,  Mr.  Barry,  that  assuming  it  to 
bo  desirable,  as  recommended,  that  known  denoiuina; 
tions  as  townlands,  being  the  unit  of  taxation  for  Poor 
Law  purposes,  should  be  taken  as  much  as  possible  as 
tlie  boundary  to  follow  for  municipal  purposes ; do  you 
see  any  great  objection  to  taking  in  all  those  town- 
lands? — No.  I think  there  would  be  no  objection. 


Colonel  Lucas  examined. 


Co 


ml  Luca?. 


162.  Would  you  be  brought  in  under  tho  proposed 
extension,  Colonel  Lucas? — Yes,  I believe  so. 

163.  You  would  have  no  objection? — Well,  I do  not 
benefit  by  the  gas  or  water. 

1G4.  Except  when  you  visit  the  town.  [Mr.  O’Brien 
explained  to  Colonel  Lucas  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  inquiry  was  held.]  You  derive  advantages 
from,  your  proximity  to  the  town. 

Colonel  Lucas. — I see  that  hi  most  places  a mile  is 
taken  as  the  limit. 

165.  Mr.  O’Brien. — But  in  the  case  of  a garrison 
town  it  might  he  expected  to  he  extended.  Don’t  you 
think  the  boundary  of  Fermoy  ought  to  be  extended  ? 
— I think  a radius  of  a mile  would  be  sufficient.  It 
would  be  a very  proper  limit,  a mile  all  round  from  the 
centre  of  the  town — from  the  bridge. 

166.  A.  uniform  circle? — Yes. 

167.  You  think  that  would  bo  going  far  enough  ? — 
Yes. 

168.  And  would  you  bring  in  the  townlands  it 
would  cut? — Yes. 

169.  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  take  in,  say, 
two  miles? — Well  no,  that  would  bring  in  a very  con- 
siderable amount. 

170.  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  the  transfer 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Jury  over  roads  and 
bridges  to  the  Town  Commissioners? — I think  it  would 
he  more  for  the  convenience  of  the  town  to  have  them 
managed  by  the  county  surveyor. ' 

171.  Would  it  be  desirable,  do  you  think,  that  they 


should  have  it  iu  their  hands,  that  tho  Commissioners 
should  have  the  control  and  papnent  of  these  works, 
instead  of  being  dependent  on  the  Grand  Jury  ! — I 
don’t  know  as  to  that. 

172.  Would  it  be  desirable,  fair,  or  reasonable  ? — 
Well,  I would  not  say  that. 

173.  You  are  yourself  a member  of  the  Grand  Jury? 
— Well  I would  say  that  things  are  going  on  very 
well,  and  the  town  lias  got  a great  deal. 

174.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  desirable  or 
equitable  that  the  taxes  for  the  maintenance  of  roads 
should  be  divided  equally  between  owners  and  occu- 
piers ? — I think  that  under  the  present  Land  Act  at 


present 

175.  What  I want  to  know  is,  whether  you  approve 

of  that  as  a general  principle  that  the  read  tax  should 
be  divided  equally  between  owners  aud  occupiers  ? — 
Well  I am  not  prepared  to  say.  . 

176.  You  are  aware  that  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee expressed  a strong  opinion  in  favour  of  the 
adoption  of  such  a principle  ? — Oh  yes,  but  how  is  it 
to  be  managed  ? 

177.  This  is  the  recommendation  of  tlie  Committee. 
[Reads  recommendation  of  Select  Committee  as  to  divi- 
sion of  rates  between  owners  and  occupiers.]  That  is 
a strong  expression  of  opinion  ?— Decidedly. 

178.  I take  it  you  would  be  brought  in  under  the 
proposed  extension  ? — Yes. 

179.  And  you  are  a member  of  the  Grand  Jury 
body  ? — Yes. 


FERMOY— OCTOBER  15th,  1879. 


(Before  Mr.  C. 

1.  The  Commissioner. — I think  it  desirable  that 
I should  briefly  mention  the  circumstances  under  which 
I happen  to  hold  this  inquiry  again.  The  Municipal 
Boundaries  Commission  have  received  a great  many 
letters  from  different  gentlemen  living  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fermoy,  some  of  which  stated  that  the  writers  were 
unaware  of  the  folding  of  the  former  inquiry,  nncl 
others  expressing  dissent  from  the  proposition,  which 
raey  saw  by  the  newspapers  was  made  by  the  Town 
Commissioners.  Mr.  Exliam  and  the  other  Commis- 
sioners, therefire,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would 


Cotton,  c.e.) 

!>e  better  to  give  the  gentlemen  who  wrete  those 
letters  to  us  an  opportunity  of  putting  their  evidence 
ram  tie  notes,  so  that  It  might  he  Mcovded  and con- 
dderal,  mill  also  uritli  tic  wt  of  enabling  tie  lovvn 
Uonmiissioners  to  ask  any  questions  they | might  nish 
in  cross-examination  of  the  gentlemen  n-lio  may  now 
some  forward  to  oppose  the  proposition  of  the  mom- 

npal  T.c. — The  Commissioner  dhl  not 

attend  to  do  anything,  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  that 
vas  unfair  or  improper.  V bar  1 v.sa  to  uinei 
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MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


Febmot.  you  is  this : that  the  Commissioners  ■were  only  here  be- 
Oct.  is,  is'9.  fore  in  a corporate  capacity,  and  not  as  individuals — 
merely  as  a Corporation — and  they  only  made  sugges- 
tions to  you  ; but  they  didn't  put  forward  their  views 
in  any  other  way  than  as  suggestions,  which  could  be 
acted  upon  or  ignored  in  the  discretion  of  the  Boun- 
dary Commissioners. 

3.  Mr.  Cotton. — Do  you  wish  to  add  anything  to 


your  former  evidence  1— No  tiling.  The  Commissioners 
have  put  their  case  forward,  and,  in  my  opinion  it  { 
only  right  that  those  who  are  opposed  to  then-  Views 
should  also  be  heard.  If  I were  to  venture  an  opinion 
I would  take  a different  view  from  those  gentlemen’ 
as,  I think,  instead  of  opposing  our  suggestion,  if  they 
were  to  argue  the  point  with  me  in  a monetary  point 
of  view,  I would  show  that  they  are  quite  wrong. 


Colonel 
Charles  Deane. 


Colonel  Charles 

4.  Mr.  Cotton. — Where  do  you  live,  Colonel  Deane  ? 
— At  Gurrane. 

5.  Then  you  inside  about  two  English  miles  from 
the  town  1 — Yes,  a little  over  two  English  miles,  which 
is  the  nearest  part  of  my  land. 

6.  And  you  are  included  in  the  proposed  extension  ? 
— Yes. 

7.  You  are  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  extension 
proposed  by  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — I am. 

8.  And,  may  I ask,  what  is  your  opinion  of  it  ? — T 
think  it  is  one  of  the  most  unfair  propositions’ that 
any  body  of  public  men  could  put  forward. 

9.  "What  are  your  reasons  for  coming  to  that  con- 
clusion 1 — My  reasons  are  that,  in  some  cases,  the  Com- 
missioners propose  to  extend  four  miles,  and  in  other 
directions,  only  one  and  a-half  miles,  and  evidently 
taking  in  what  I consider  pet  proprietors — for  instance, 
Mr.  Montgomery’s  : and,  as  an  engineer,  you  will  see 
by  a reference  to  the  map,  how  irregular  is  the  line  of 
boundary  they  propose. 

10.  They  extend  out  a long  distance  on  one  side 
to  take  in  Mr.  Montgomery’s  property,  and  take  in 
your  property  a long  way  off  on  the  other !— Quite  so. 

1 1.  And  do  you  object  to  the  distance  of  two  miles, 
or  that  everyone  within  the  two  miles  is  not  taken  in  1 
—I  think  a radius  of  two  miles  ought  to  he  the  out- 
side of  the  benefit  that  the  town  should  derive.  I do 
not  think  you  should  go  beyond  two  miles ; but  what- 
ever distance  you  go  from  the  centre  of  the  town  of 
Fermoy,  I think  you  should  take  a fair  radius.  A.  fail- 
circle. 

12.  Would  you  object  to  a two-mile  circle?— No,  I 

would  not.  I think  a two-mile  circle  would  be  fair ; 
but  not  beyond  it.  ’ 


Deane  examined. 

13.  Do  you  think  that  the  people  living  within  a 
two-mile  radius  have  a certain  advantage — a certain 
interest — in  the  town  being  properly  kept  1— I do  • a 
certain  interest,  but  not  in  the  same  ratio,  of  couree 
as  the  people  living  in  the  town. 

14.  But  you  are  aware  that  all  arable  land  that 
would  be  taken  in,  would  only  be  rated  at  one-fourth? 
— I thought  it  was  one-fifth. 

15.  Have  you  anything  to  say  upon  the  question,  as 
to  whether  the  Town  Commissioners  should  become 
the  road  authorities  in  case  they  did  get  au  extension 
—that  all  the  fiscal  powers  of  the  Grand  Jury  should 
he  transferred  to  them? — I would  prefer  that  they 
should  remain  ■with  the  Grand  Jury. 

16.  I thought  the  opinion  you  expressed  when  you 
wrote  to  us,  was  that  the  radius  should  be  only  one 
mile  ? — What  I wrote  was,  according  to  my  recollection 
that  in  most  cases  where  I had  seen  reports  in  the 
newspapers  of  inquiries  held  by  the  Municipal 
Boundaries  Commission,  I observed  that  it  was  one 
mile  that  was  proposed. 

1 7.  The  principal  thing  that  you  contend  for  is  that 
whatever  it  is,  it  should  be  a circle? — Yes,  a fair 
circle. 

18.  Or  as  near  it  as  possible  1 — Yes,  as  near  it  as 
possibly  the  circumstances  will  allow ; but  to  take  in 
property  in  the  way  the  Town  Commissioners  have 
suggested — going  out  in  some  cases  four  miles,  ancl 
others  only  a mile  and  a half,  is  most  unfair. 

19.  Is  there  anything  else  that  you  would  wish  to 
have  recorded  ? — No ; I would  never  wish  to  do  any- 
thing that  was  not  perfectly  fair. 


Sir.  G. 
Montgomery. 


Mr.  G.  Montgomery  examined. 


20.  Mr.  Cotton.— You  live  at  Careysville?— Yes. 

. 21.  And  the  whole  of  Careysville  would  be  included 
in  the  proposed  extension  ? — No,  the  proposed  extension 
is  even  worse  than  that.  They  have  included  it  to  the 
very  furthest  limits.  It  is  over  four  miles  to  the  end 
of  my  demesne;  but  on  the  other  side— on  the  north 
mde  of  the  Biack water— they  divide  the  townland  of 
BaUinalacken,  which  is  my  property,  into  two  parts, 
and  I need  hardly  draw  your  attention  now  to  the  in- 
conveniences that  would  occur  in  that  way,  for  my 
tenants  who  hold  the  townland  of  BaUinalacken,  would 
nave  their  farms  divided  into  two. 

22.  So  that  part  of  the  farm  would  pay  taxes  and 
the  other  part  would  not?— Part  of  the  farms  would 
be  included  in  the  municipal  boundary  and  portions 
included  in  the  county. 

23.  Do  you  think  if  there  was  an  extension,  that  as 
a general  rule  it  would  be  better  to  make  the  town- 
laud  boundaries  the  boundaries  ? — I certainly  think  so 
I mean  to  state  that  I think  that  considerable 
inconvenience  would  occur  to  everyone,  to  have 
the  tenants  in  this  way ; for  instance,  to  have  120  acres 
paying  rates  to  the  town  of  Fermoy,  and  thirty  acres 
paying  the  Grand  Jury  cess— coUected  probably  ir 
different  ways. 

24.  If  the  Grand  J ury  powers  were  not  transferred 
he  would  pay  the  cess  the  same  upon  aU,  and  he  would 
pay  just  one-fourth  of  the  rate  upon  the  portion  of  his 
farm  to  the  town  I—1 That  I don’t  know.  I am  not 


conversant  with  that.  The  only  thing  is  that  I say 
the  farms  would  he  split  by  this  division,  and  I think 
it  would  be  better  that  the  farms  should  not  be  divided. 
Another  thing  is  that  I object  very  strongly  to  tlie 
distance — that  it  would  be  four  miles  in  one  direction, 
and  a short  distance  in  other  parts. 

25.  Do  you  think  that  a distance  of  two  miles  from 
the  centre  of  the  town  of  Fermoy  is  too  far  for  an 
extension? — I don’t  like  to  speak  of  other  people’s 
property,  hut  my  reason  for  saying  that  four  miles  in 
too  far  is  because  I know  that  my  tenants  do  not  sell 
their  produce  in  the  town,  but  it  is  sold  in  Tallow, 
which  is  twelve  miles  away. 

. 26.  How  far  is  Clondulane  station  from  you  ? — It 
is  close  to  the  demesne.  I know  that  corn  is  always 
sent  by  road  to  Tallow,  which  is  twelve  miles  off  in  an 
easterly  direction. 

27.  And  what  about  coal — how  do  you  get  that?— 
There  is  a vast  trade  in  coal  beginning  now  from 
Wales,  via  Waterford,  and  it  is  brought  on  to  Clondu- 
lane, and  does  not  come  into  Fermoy  at  all,  and  the 
people  are  getting  it  at  Cork  prices. 

28.  They  get  it  at  Clondulane  at  the  same  price  as 
the  people  get  it  landed  in  Cork  ? — Yes ; so  that  a man 
livmg  that  distance  would  probably  never  get  any  coal 

22-  You  don’t  send  into  town  for  coal  from  Oarys- 
ville  ? — I have  done  so  hitherto,  but  I do  not  intend  to 
do  so  for  the  future. 
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30.  Do  you  wish  to  say  anything  on  the  question  of 
the  road  authority  1—  I certainly  think,  from  my  expe- 
rieuce  as  a magistrate  attending  the  road  sessions,  and 
from  my  knowledge  as  a proprietor,  and  from  my  know- 
ledge of  road  contractors  in  general — which  is  a good 
deal  lining,  as  I have  always  lived,  in  the  barony — I 
should  have  no  trust  whatever  in  the  authority  of  the 
present  Town  Commissioners,  with  a few  exceptions, 
over  road  contractors,  particularly  in  the  present  state 
of  things.  It  is  of  the  greatest  possible  benefit  to  the 
system  of  carrying  on  roads,  a good  attendance  of  the 
local  magistrates,  who,  in  many  cases,  know  the  means 
and  what  money  the  road  contractors  have,  and  it  is 
perfectly  impossible  to  believe  that  shopkeepers  in 
Fermoy  would  know  that  as  well. 

31.  Would  not  the  effect  of  an  extension  be  to  bring 

in  a good  many  resident  gentlemen1? — It  possibly 
might,  but  I think  that  they  would  possibly  find  them- 
selves in  a very  different  position  from  that  they  occupy 
at  the  road  sessions.  I may  mention  that  I observe  in 

Mr.  Barry’s  evidence  at  the  last  inquiry,  he  is  asked, 
“ But  it  appeai-s  that  you  do  not  fully  execute  the  col- 
lecting of  the  rates.”  I merely  wish  to  say  with  regard 
to  my  tenants,  that,  considering,  as  I say,  that  the  oats 
ancl  crops,  and  wheat  of  all  that  part  of  the  country  is 
sold  at  Clondulane  Mills  it  would  he  most  unfair  to 
make  them  contribute  towards  the  municipal  expenses 
of  Fermoy.  There  is  a very  fine  mill  conducted  at 
Clondulane,  which  is  two  and  a half  miles  from 
Fermoy.  The  oats  aw  invariably  sent  to  Tallow — that 
is,  the  oats  all  grown  in  this  part  of  the  country.  The 
hay  goes  to  Tallow  also ; and,  as  for  thawing  manure, 
to  my  certain  knowledge  I never  knew  any  tenant  of 
mine  to  draw  manure  from  Fermoy.  Those  are  the  ad- 
vantages which  my  estate  gets  from  being  brought  into 
this  scheme  of  extension.  I have  found  from  the  evi- 
dence given  on  the  occasion  of  the  former  inquiry  that 
complaints  are  made  that  the  town  of  Fermoy  does  not 
get  its  proportion  at  the  road  sessions  of  the  money 
to  which  the  people  Avho  were  examined  seemed  to 
think  they  were  entitled.  Well,  I can  only  say,  with 
an  experience,  that  certainly  it  is  not  very  long,  of 
eight  or  nine  yeai's,  but  as  far  as  I have  seen,  Fermoy 
has  got  considerably  more  than  its  share  of  the  barony 
taxation,  taking  into  consideration  the  size  of  Mitcliels- 
town  and  Kilworth. 

32.  Then  you  think  that  Fermoy  has  got  its  fail- 
share  of  the  county  cess  ? — Yes  ; and  I think  anyone 
who  walks  through  Fermoy  and  notices  the  way  in 
which  the  streets  are  flagged,  and  the  roads  generally, 
must  say  that  it  is  better  off  than  a great  many  towns 
in  the  United  Kingdom. 

33.  It  was  stated  that  the  town  paid  .£900  to  the 
county  yearly,  whereas  only  about  £400  was  spent 
upon  it  ? — So  that  may  be,  but  anyone  of  us  here  may 
he  in  the  same  position.  I pay  £50  or  £60  a year  in 
rates,  and  I may  say  I have  not  had  anything  spent 
for  that.  Of  coui'se  we  cannot  all  get  an  equal  expen- 
diture for  what  we  pay. 

34.  The  roads  are  maintained  through  your  pro- 
perty?— Yes ; but  so  are  the  roads  here.  For  instance, 
I will  only  give  one  instance.  In  Cork  you  walk  up 
to  the  Queenstown  Railway  Terminus,  it  is  one  of  the 
principal  places  in  Cork,  and  the  pavement  is  gravel, 


but  here  the  whole  place  has  been  flagged  right  up  to  Frnwov. 
the  barracks.  oct.  is,  wj 

35.  Has  all  the  flagging  been  done  by  the  county  1 r — 

I am  not  prepared  to  say ; I believe  it  has.  Of  Montam  -ry 
coui'se  we  have  to  consider  the  requirements  of 
Mitchelstown  and  other  places,  and  have  not  onlv  to 
get  the  flagging  done,  but  the  sewers,  ancl  everything 
else. 

36.  Colonel  Deane. — If  there  is  £900  collected  for 
Fermoy , there  are  other  charges  beside  the  road  charges. 

37.  Mr.  Cotton.— May  I ask  yon,  Mr.  Burke,  has 
any  step  lieen  taken  to  obtain  the  control  of  the  roads 
since  we  held  the  former  inquiry  here? — Nothing 
whatever  has  been  done.  There  was  a feeling  in 
favour  of  trying  to  get  this  town  separated  from  the 
control  of  the  county,  but  I,  and  one  or  two  others, 
set  our  faces  against  it.  It  is  all  a matter  of  opinion 
whether  such  a change  would  he  advantageous  or  not. 

We  don’t  think  we  get  our  fair  share,  and  those  who 
don’t  think  so  are  anxious  to  separate. 

38.  I want  to  know  has  anything  been  done  since 
we  were  here  before,  as  the  Town  Commissioners  then 
expressed  their  wish  in  favour  of  separation  ? — You 
may  take  it,  as  a matter  of  fact,  that  nothing  has 
since  been  done. 

39.  Mr.  Montgomery. — There  is  another  matter 
that  I wish  to  direct  attention  to.  It  has  lieen  stated 
that  the  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  would 
be  30  per  cent,  less,  if  they  were  under  the  control 
of  the  Town  Commissioners,  than  is  the  case  under 
the  Grand  Jury.  I take  leave  utterly  to  deny  that 
assertion,  and,  as  far  as  I am  concerned,  my  impression 
is  that  it  would  be  exactly  the  opposite. 

40.  Colonel  Deane. — I think  so  too;  it  would  cost 
double. 

41.  Mr.  Beecher. — I am  of  the  same  opinion. 

42.  Mr.  Montgomery. — I object,  as  Colonel  Deane 
lias  clone,  to  the  unfair  way  in  which  the  radius  has 
been  mapped  out.  Personally,  as  far  as  regards  my 
own  property,  I object  to  the  townland  being  divided, 
ancl  also  to  the  distance  out  that  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners propose  to  go. 

43.  Would  a two  mile  radius  take  in  some  of  your 
property  ? — I fancy  so.  I am  pretty  sure  it  would. 

44.  It  would  go  beyond  Bellview? — It  is  adjacent 
to  Bellview. 

45.  Have  you  considered  the  question  of  a two  mile 
radius  at  all? — No,  sir;  but,  I may  acid  that  I 
certainly  think  that  the  present  boundary  is  too  small. 

46.  Ancl  do  you  think  that  the  people  living  out- 
side the  present  boundary,  hut  near  the  town,  are  so 
interested  in  it  that  it  is  fair  that  they  should  con- 
tribute towards  its  support  ? — I certainly  think  that 
if  a gentleman  has  large  business  premises  in  the  town 
and  lives  quite  close  to  it,  it  is  fair  that  he  should 
contribute  towards  it. 

47.  Would  Colonel  Lucas's  property  he  brought  in 
if  the  area  was  extended  ? — If  the  area  was  extended 
Colonel  Lucas’s  property  would  be  included.  I am 
representing  liim  and  a quantity  of  agricultural  tenants 
who  do  not  derive  any  benefit  from  the  town. 

48.  And  who  do  not  come  into  Fermoy  every  day  ? 

— Quite  so. 

49.  And  who  sell  their  produce  at  Tallow  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  Beecher  examined. 


Mr.  Beecher 


50.  Mr.  Cotton. — I think  we  had  a letter  from  you 
objecting  to  Castle  Hyde  being  annexed  ? — Yes. 

51.  Do  you  wish  to  put  anything  on  record  as  to 
your  objecting  to  the  extension  suggested  by  the  Com- 
missioners 1 — I have.  From  what  I have  read  of  what 
has  taken  place  and  from  what  I have  now  heard,  I 
have  no  reason  to  know  that  the  present  boundary  is 
objected  to  by  the  people  generally. 

52.  The  present  boundary  is,  you  may  say,  confined 
to  the  buildings  of  the  town — it  does  not  extend  into 
the  country  at  all  ? — It  has  existed  for  a considerable 
period  and  the  taxation  is  not  very  heavy  in  it,  and  I 


never  heard  of  any  complaints  with  regard  to  it,  as  far 
as  I know,  and  I have  spoken  to  several  Commis- 
sioners, who  tell  me  that  they  do  not  see  that  there 
would  be  any  great  advantage  in  extending  it,  either 
■ to  them  or  to  the  people  who  would  be  taken  in. 

53.  Your  principal  objection  is  to  Castle  Hyde  being 
taken  mat  all?— Quite  so;  and  I do  not  speak  for 
tenants,  for  there  are  no  tenants  on  it.  We  are  not 
connected  with  the  town  in  the  slightest  degree,  we 
have  no  property  in  it  and  I do  not  see  that  we  should 
derive  the  slightest  advantage  from  the  additional  tax- 
ation that  we  would  have  to  pay. 
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Fermoy. 
Oct.  15, 1879. 
Mr.  Beecher. 


54.  Do  you  think  you  are  not  sufficiently  interested 
m it  to  have  the  town  kept  clean  or  anything  of  that 
sort  that  is  necessary  for  the  public — are  not  the  pub- 
lic interested  in  thatJ-r-Yes,  and  we  pay  our  propor- 
tion of  the  cost  of  it. 

55.  How  1 — We  don’t  pay  for  the  lighting  certainly, 
but  we  pay  towards  the  roads. 

56.  Colonel  Deane. — And  that  is  the  only  value  we 
get  out  of  it. 

57.  Mr.  Cotton. — Is  there  anything,  Mr.  Beecher, 
that  you  wish  to  mention  except  what  you  have  al- 


ready said,  that  you  object  to  Castle  Hyde  being  tak- 
in  ? — I see  no  reason  for  any  change  being  made  in  th*1 
present  radius  and  I have  heard  of  no  complaints  nip 
regard  to  it ; and  as  to  being  separated  from  the 
county,  I should  look  upon  it  as  a great  grievance  I 
should  dislike  it  very  much.  ’ 

58.  Would  you  think  that  the  roads  would  not  1* 
kept  so  well  as  at  present  l—I  could  not  form  an 
opinion  about  a new  body  managing  the  roads.  I j0 
not  know  anything  about  that. 


Jlr.  Burke.  Mr.  Burke  re-examinecl. 1 

59.  Colonel  Deane. — Do  you  object  as  a Commis-  60.  Could  they  be  kept  better  ? — I think  they  am 
sioner  to  the  way  in  which  the  roads  are  kept  at  present  ?■  kept  very'  well  indeed, 

— I think  I could  not  object.  


Mr.  Timothy 
Hallinau. 


Mr.  Timothy  Hallinan  examined. 


61.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  own  the  mills  at  Clondu- 
lane  ? — Yes. 

62.  How  far  is  your  place  from  Fermoy  1 — A little 
over  two  miles. 

63.  You  would  be  included  within  the  proposed 
boundary  1 — Yes. 

64.  And  you  object  to  being  so  included  1 — Yes. 

65.  Upon  what  grounds  ? — I derive  no  immediate 
benefit  from  Fermoy.  My  place  is  my  market  place. 
There  are  a few  little  houses  there;  it  is  a small 
village,  and  everything  is  bought  and  sold  there.  The 
wheat  is  brought  into  my  market  from  the  east  side, 
and  not  at  all  from  the  west,  because  the  people  on 
that  side  have  their  markets  there  for  their  commodi- 
ties, and  they  sell  them  in  Fermoy.  I am  isolated 
from  Fermoy. 

66.  Do  you  send  your  horses  and  carts  into  Fermoy  ? 
— I do. 

67.  Much  ? — A fail-  share. 

68.  And  are  you  not  interested  in  the  streets  being 
properly  lighted  and  scavenged? — Hot  particularly. 
I would  like  to  see  the  place  kept  up  nicely,  but  I do 
not  see  that  that  would  be  of  such  great  importance 
to  me.  All  the  stuff  I get  down  from  Cork — all  the 


raw  material  is  brought  down  by  rail,  and  I merely 
draw  it  from  Clondulane,  down  to  the  mill.  It  is 
only  a small  amount  of  stuff  I manufacture  to  send  into 
Fermoy,  and  tliat  I send  in  by  road.  That  is,  how- 
ever, a very  small  item  in  the  cpiautity  I send  out  in 
the  year.  Any  stuff  sent  to  any  other  part  of  tin- 
country  is  sent  by  rail,  except  that  which  is  for 
Fermoy  alone,  and  of  course  that  is  not  veiy  much. 

69.  Do  you  think  the  roads  would  be  better  kept 
by  the  Grand  Jury,  than  by  the  Town  Commissioners  ! 
— I fancy  they  would,  and  I fancy  we  would  get  them 
done  cheaper.  I have  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  way 
in  which  the  roads  are  kept  from  my  place  into  Fermoy. 

70.  But  you  don’t  think  that  you  have  such  an 
interest  in  the  town  that  you  should  be  taxed  for 
keeping  it  up  ? — Certainly  not. 

71.  Do  you  express  any  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
boundary  should  be  extended  at  all  or  not  ? — I don’t 
know.  I am  rather  a new  comer  into  the  place,  and 
I don’t  know  much  about  it  one  way  or  the  other,  and 
I have  not  spoken  to  any  person  on  the  subject. 

72.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  shopkeepers  complaining 
of  the  rates  being  too  high  or  anything  of  that  sort  1— 
I never  did. 


Mr.  John  W. 
Healy. 


Mr.  John  W.  Healy,  Town  Clerk,  examined. 


73.  Mi'.  Cotton. — What  is  the  valuation  of  Fermoy 
— kindly  give  me  the  buildings  and  land  separate  ? — 
The  land  is  £344,  and  the  valuation  of  the  houses 
amounts  to  £9,514. 

74.  And  what  is  the  rate  that  has  been  struck 
since  we  were  here  last  l— One  of  8 d.  in  the  pound. 

75.  There  was  no  rate  in  1878  1— There  was  not. 

76.  What  was  the  reason  no  rate  was  struck? — 
There  was  a sufficiency  of  fluids,  and  they  did  not 
like  to  strike  a rate  imtil  1879. 

77.  The  proposed  extension  would  go  into  six  new 
electoral  divisions  ? — Yes,  additional  electoral  divisions 
or  parts  of  them.  Their  names  are — Castle  Hyde, 
Bathcormac,  Castlelyona,  Coole,  Leitrim,  and  Kil- 
worth,  and  of  course,  Fermoy.  It  is,  at  present,  in 
Fermoy.  It  would  include  twenty-eight  whole  new 
townlands,  and  parts  of  fourteen  townlands. 

78.  Mr.  Cotton.— (To  Mr.  Montgomery.)— In  the 
evidence  you  have  given,  you  have  expressed  the 

views  of  Mr.  Devonshire  as  well  as  your  own  1 I 

have. 


79.  Where  is  Mr.  Devonshire’s  property  ?—  Mr. 
Devonshire  owns  a place  called  Brook  Lodge. 

80.  It  is  within  the  proposed  extension  ? — Yes. 

81.  Mr.  Cotton. — (To  Mr.  Beecher.) — You  are 
aware,  Mr.  Beecher,  that  the  land  would  he  only 
rated  at  one-fourth  ? — Yes,  I am. 

Examination  of  Town  Clerk  resumed. 

82.  Witness. — The  total  valuation  of  the  property 
that  would  be  taken  in  by  the  proposed  extension 
would  be  £9,852. 

83.  Do  you  know  the  additional  amount  of  acreage 
that  would  he  taken  in  ? — I didn’t  take  that  down. 

84.  I mean  in  addition  to  the  present  valuation  1 — 
Y es.  It  is  very  large — almost  the  same  amount  again 
— double  the  present.  The  number  of  additional 
voters  that  would  be  taken  in  would  he  110. 

85.  Is  there  anything  you  think  it  necessary  to  add 
to  your  evidence  ? — I don’t  think  there  is. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 


Mr.  Michael 
Hegarty. 


KINSALE.- JANUARY  6th,  1879. 


Before  Mr.  O’Brien,  Local  Government  Inspector. 
Mr.  Michael  Hegarty  examined. 


1 . You  are  clerk  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ?— Yes. 

2.  And  also  of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  ? Yes, 

3.  How  long  have  you  been  clerk  to  the  Town 
Commissioners  i— Since  June  last. 

4.  This  town  has  been  constituted  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act  of  1854  ? — Yes. 

5.  Since  when  has  it  been  so  constituted  ?— Since 


6.  And  was  it  adopted  then  in  its  entirety,  or  only 
for  particular  purposes  ? — In  its  entirety  for  cleansing, 
lighting,  and  watering. 

7.  What  is  the  area  of  the  existing  municipality  ? — 

297a.  Or.  34p. 

8.  And  what  is  the  valuation  ? — £5,273  15s. 

9.  How  many  townlands  or  parts  of  townlands  are 
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comprised  within  the  municipal  area  ?— Fifteen,  town- 
hauls  in  all,  wholly  or  partially  comprised  until  in  it. 

10.  Kow  many  wholly,  and  how  many  partly  ? — 
Three  entirely  and  twelve  partially. 

1 1.  And  taking  the  centre  of  the  town  as  a starting 
point,  how  far  does  it  extend  on  all  sides! — Not  a 
radius  of  a mile,  or  of  half  a mile,  with  the  exception 
of  the  south. 

12.  How  far  does  it  extend  on  the  north! — Not  a 
radius  of  half  a mile. 

13.  And  how  far  does  it  extend  on  the  south! 

>'ot  for  on  that  side,  the  village  of  Scilly  is  included. 

14.  Then,  with  the  exception  of  the  southern  side, 
it  extends  pretty  equally  to  a radius  of  about  half  a 
mile  1 — Yes. 

13.  From  the  centre  of  the  town  ! — Yes. 

16.  How  for  is  Scilly? — About  half  a mile  by  the 
road. 

17.  But  as  the  bird  flies  what  is  it! — About  an 
eighth  of  a mile. 

15.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  municipal  dis- 
trict of  Kiusale! — All  in  the  electoral  division  of 
Kinsale. 

ID.  I presume  the  electoral  division  of  Kinsale  com- 
prehends a good  deal  more  than  the  municipal  district? 


44.  What  was  your  corporate  expenditure  for  the 
entire  year  ?— £550. 

45.  £550?— Yes. 

46.  Your  income  and  your  expenditure,  therefore, 
were  nearly  balanced  ?— Yes. 

4/.  Was  any  portion  of  your  expenditure  for  sani- 
tary purposes,  and  what  were  tliev  ?— Thera  was 
scavenging  and  cleansing. 

48.  How  much  for  sanitary  purposes  ? — £90.  I 
should  say,  for  scavenging  and  so  forth. 

49.  Did  you  undertake  any  important  works,  such 
as  a water  supply,  or  a large  scheme  for  sewerage  of 

“ «i>tempktion,  and 
~t,500  lias  been  applied  to  supplement  the  water 
supply. 


50.  This  scheme  lias  been  under  consideration  !— 
1 es ; m fact  the  project  is  afloat. 

51.  Was  it  agreed  to  yeti— The  Parliamentari- 
notice  has  been  served. 


52.  How  was  it  contemplated  to  get  the  supply  of 
water  ? — By  pipes  from  the  eastern  side  of  the  town. 

53.  From  what  distance  1~ Half  a mile. 

54.  Has  it  been  calculated  how  much  it  would  cost  > 
—Yes ; about  £1,500. 

55.  And  such  a supply  would  be  much  required  ?— 


Kiss.ii 

Mr.  MiVlia 
Hivairty. 


20.  What  is  the  acreage  of  the  electoral  division  ? 
—The  area  of  the  electoral  division  is  12,511  acres. 

21.  And  the  valuation  ? — £10,850  10s. 

22.  Howmanytownlands  does  it  comprise? — Ninety- 
seven  in  all. 

23.  Does  Kinsale  extend  pretty  equally  in  all  direc- 
tions from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — Well  about  from 
three  to  three  and  a half  miles. 

24.  Pretty  equally  at  all  points  ? — Except  the  south 
at  the  sea,  it  is  pretty  equal. 

25.  Between  three  and  three  and  a half  miles  ? — Yes. 

26.  What  is  the  remotest  point? — About  three  and 
a half  miles. 

27.  I believe  the  Town  Commissioners  of  Kiusale 
are  also  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority ; the  popula- 
tion exceeding  6,000? — Yes. 

28.  You  never  got  any  Local  Act  for  Kinsale  ? — 
Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

29.  There  is  a Harbour  Act  ? — Yes. 

30.  That  is  a distinct  body,  and  the  duties  are  ad- 
ministered by  them  separately  ? — Yes. 

31.  Is  Kinsale  divided  into  wards  for  municipal  or 
poor  law  purposes  1 — No. 

32.  How  many  members  constitute  the  municipal 
body  ? — Fifteen. 

33.  What  is  the  constituency;  how  many  voters 
are  there '! — About  190. 

34.  And  how  many  are  qualified  to  fill  the  office  of 
Town  Commissioners  ? — Fifty-one. 

35.  Have  the  Town  Commissioner's  any  source  of 
income  except  the  rates  they  derive  under  the  Act? — 
Yes ; they  have  the  Corporation  property  rents. 

36.  What  is  the  annual  value  of  that  ? — Last  year 
it  amounted  to  £156  8s.  6c?. 

37.  Have  you  any  tolls  or  customs  ? — Yes ; we  have 
the  sanitary  and  the  improvement  rate. 

38.  First  give  me  the  income  apart  from  the  rate  ? 
—Well,  Corporation  rents  £156  8s.  6c?.;  rent  of 
shambles  £55  8s.  1<?. ; market  tolls  £34  10s. ; Petty 
Sessions  fines  £15  11s.  3c?.;  Grand  Jury  Present- 
ments £63  6c?. 

39.  These  are  for  the  1’oads  1 — Yes. 

40.  What  else  ? — Grants  from  the  Treasury  in  lieu 
of  rates  £13  3s.;  Local  Government  Board  grant  for 
sanitary  purposes  £9  10s.  6c?. ; interest  from  Treasury 
4s.  2c?. ; sale  of  manure  £36  3s.  6c?. ; incidental  ex- 
penses £6  11s.  7c?. ; dog  tax  £14  9s.  8c?. ; total  alto- 
gether £559  5s.  7 cl. 

41.  Had  you  any  rate  1 — Yes. 

42.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  rate  ? — The  im- 
provement rate  Was  Is.  in  the  pound,  and  the  sanitary 
rate  1c?.  in  the  pound,  making  £153  19s.  4c?. 

43.  What  was  the  total  income  ? — In  round  num- 
bers it  was  £560. 


56.  Has  it  been  under  consideration  to  improve  the 
drainage  of  the  town — to  introduce  a new  system  of 
sewerage! — No. 

57.  Is  there  any  necessity  felt  to  exist  for  such  an 
improved  system  of  drainage?— No;  not  that  I heard. 
The  water  supply  is  the  main  thing. 

58.  That  is  the  main  project  at  present  ? — TVs. 

59.  Now,  Kinsale  is  a considerable mai'kct town? — 
Yes. 

60.  Inside  the  radius? — Yes,  within  the  munici- 
pality. 

61.  Are  there  a considerable  number  of  people 
residing  within  a radius  of,  say  a mile  to  a mile  ami  a 
half,  outside  the  municipal  area  ? — No,  except  in  the 
little  village  of  Scilly  and  Cove. 

G2.  Taking  the  centre  of  the  town  as  a starting 
point,  and  describing  a radius  of  about  two  miles, 
would  a great  many  persons  between  that  and  the 
existing  boundary — if  the  area  were  extended,  say  two 
miles — be  included  who  are  now  excluded  ? — There 
would  he  a considerable  number. 

63.  Are  a great  mauy  persons  resident,  and  occu- 
pying farm-houses  there  ? — Yes,  farmsteads  generally. 

64.  Are  there  any  accommodation  lands  held  by 
persons  resident  in  the  town  ? — No,  I know  of  none. 

65.  And  do  persons  within  that  radius  of  two  miles 
derive  advantage  from  their  proximity  to  the  market 
town,  and  from  other  causes  ? — Undoubtedly.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  important  market  towns  hi  the 
fishing  season. 

66.  What  time  of  the  year  is  that  ? — In  March,  and 
from  March  to  the  end  of  June.  There  are  an  ex- 
tremely large  number  of  persons  engaged  in  the  fish- 
ing trade  who  come  here. 

67.  And  a considerable  sum  of  money  is  spent 
here  ? — Certainly. 

68.  Do  the  advantages  that  follow  from  this  trade, 
and  from  the  presence  of  so  many  people,  extend  to  a 
radius  of  two  miles?— I should  say  the  persons  living 
wdthin  that  radius  derive  much  material  benefit  from 
it  during  that  time. 

69.  The  lands  bring  a higher  rent  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  town  than  those  further  removed  from  it?— Yes. 
so  far  as  my  experience  goes. 

70.  Do  children  resort  to  town  for  school  purposes 1 
—They  do  ; there  are  convent  schools,  and  they  avail 
themselves  of  them. 

71.  Is  Kinsale  lighted  with  gas?— T es. 

72.  During  the  whole  year  ? — During  eight  months 
of  the  year. 

73.  And,  I presume,  persons  living  within  a radius 
of  two  miles  of  the  town  come  into  it  for  tie  purpose 
of  transacting  business  more  frequently  than  those  at 
a distance  ?— Yea 
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7 4.  Anti  do  those  persons  resorting  to  the  town  for 
the  transaction  of  their  business  derive  advantages 
from  the  cleansing,  lighting,  and  watering  of  the 
town  ? — Well,  they  do,  of  course,  for  if  they  come  to 
market  they  have  the  benefit  of  gas,  and  have  the 
advantages  you  mention  at  fairs,  and  so  on. 

75.  How  far  would  you  say  these  advantages 
extend — the  advantages  provided  by  the  town  govern- 
ment 1 — I should  say  about  two  miles. 

76.  Are  you  aware  that,  under  the  62nd  section  of 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  arable  laud  is  only 
rateable  at  one-fourth  the  valuation? — Yes. 

77.  Is  that,  in  your  opinion,  a fair  measure  of  the 
advantages  they  derive : do  you  think  one-fourth 
enough  %—  I think  so. 

78.  If  the  radius  of  two  miles  were  adopted  as  the 
boundary  would  it  take  in  land  outside  the  electoral 
division  of  ELinsale? — No,  it  would  be  within  it  still. 

79.  Would  a radius  of  two  miles  cut  townlands  ? — 
I am  certain  it  would,  for  they  aro  numerous  and 
small. 

80.  They  are  small,  you  say  1 — Yes  ; one  holding, 
in  fact,  sometimes. 

81.  Would  you  think,  in  determining  the  munici- 
pal area — if  an  area  of  two  miles,  say,  were  decided 
on — would  it  be  better  to  adhere  to  townlancl  bound- 
aries, if  possible,  they  being  well  known  denominations, 
or  do  yon  think  it  would  be  better  to  divide  them  1 — 
I think  the  townlands  would,  in  this  case,  be  the  best. 

82.  Being  a well-known  denomination,  and  on  the 
ground  of  general  convenience,  would  you  say  1 — Yes. 

83.  Would  you  say  that  in  extending  the  area  to  a 

two-mile  radius,  wherever  that  line,  drawn  on  that 
basis,  were  to  cut  n townland,  that  townland  should 
be  included  ? — Yes,  I think  that  would  be  the  proper 
thing ; I may  say,  the  opinion 

84.  First,  I want  your  own  opinion.  Have  the 
Town  Commissioners  had  under  consideration  this 
question  of  extending  the  boundaries  since  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  Commission? — Yes,  they  had,  at 
their  last  meeting. 

85.  When  was  that?— -The  last  meeting  was  on  the 
9th  of  December. 

86.  How  many  members  were  present  on  that 
occasion  ? — There  were  eleven  members  present. 

87.  Were  they  unanimous  in  the  opinion  or  con- 
clusion they  arrived  at? — Yes. 

88.  What  was  the  conclusion  at  which  they  arrived  1 
— Well,  they  did  not  adopt  any  formal  resolution ; they 
merely  recorded  their  opinion. 

89.  What  was  that  record  ?— Merely  this Circular 
from  the  Municipal  Boundaries  Commissioners,  re- 
ceived and  submitted,  containing  queries  to  which 
replies  were  ordered  to  he  forwarded.” 

90.  What  was  the  general  tendency  of  the  opinion-  ■ 
for  instance,  I take  Query  6— “ Are  the  present  muni- 
cipal boundaries  regarded  with  dissatisfaction  by  the 
ratepayers  generally,  or  by  a section  of  them  ” ?— That 
was  negatived. 

91.  Then  Query  7 was  similarly  answered,  I pre- 
sume, for  it  is,  “ If  so,  what  is  the'  objection  ” ?— Yes 

92.  Then  there  is  Query  8— “What  is  the  opinion  of 
the  Commissioners  on  the  subject?— The  answer  to 
that  was,  '‘That  no  change  be  made.” 

93.  Query  9,  of  course,  was  similarly  answered  ? 

Yes. 

94.  Are  you  aware  of  the  grounds  upon  which  it 
was  deemed  advisable  that  no  change  should  be  made  ? 

Well,  no,  I am  not  in  a position  to  give  the  parti- 
cular grounds. 


—Yes,  the  improvement  rate,  and  sanitary  raJui 

96.  That  was  in  '78  ?— Yes.  7 14 

97.  What  was  it  the  year  before  that— in  ’77 , > 
think  it  was  the  same. 

98.  And  for  ’7  6 ? — The  same. 

99.  And  for  ’75?— About  the  same. 

100.  And  for  ’7 4 ?— It  was  the  same ; but  they  VVH. 

different  a couple  of  years  before  that.  There  was 
£*■  ."*•  «*»  4,1  tat  fault 

found  with  it,  and  it  was  said  they  had  not  a right  t 
strike  a gas  rate,  and  it  became  improvement  rut! 
during  the  past  five  years. 

101.  Dining  the  past  five  years  it  lias  been  prettr 
much  the  same  ?— Yes,  Is.  for  general  purposes  auj 
1J.  for  sanitary'. 

102.  What  do  you  calculate  will  be  the  number  of 
years  that  it  would  take  to  pay  off  this  loan  for  a 
water  supply  if  carried  but  ? — I should  think  fifty  yaui 

103.  Assuming  it  to  be  fifty  years,  and  repayable  in 
instalments,  what  rate  will  that  involve  the  first  vear! 
— I did  not  go  into  that. 

104.  Can  you  make  a rough  calculation  whatitwfl] 
be  on  the  existing  municipal  valuation  ?— I am  sure  it 
would  be  very  small,  because  when  we  had  a loan  of 
£850  the  rate  was  only  3d. 

105.  I asked  you  if  there  was  any  necessity  for  an 
. improved  system  of  drainage — is  there  any  considera- 
tion of  the  expenditure  it  would  entail  involved  in  the 
matter  ? — No  ; there  has  been  no  complaint  as  to  the 
drainage. 

106.  No  complaint? — No. 

107.  Is  it  in  a satisfactory  state  ? — I have  heard  no 
complaint. 

108.  The  sanitary  officers  made  110  complaint? Ko, 

not  about  the  sewerage ; I believe  there  is  a good 
system  of  sewerage. 

109.  The  workhouse  is  within  the  municipal  dis- 
trict ? — Partly ; a little  hit  of  the  land  is. 

110.  Only  that?— Yes. 

111.  And  the  railway  station — is  that  within  the 
municipal  district  ? — Yes,  the  goods  store  is,  but  the 
station  is  not. 

112.  Is  any  part  of  the  Kinsale  railway  liable  to 
municipal  rates — the  line  of  railway  itself  ? — A very 
small  portion  of  it  is. 

113.  Now,  would  a radius  of  two  miles,  assuming 
it  to  he  adopted,  take  in  the  workhouse  ? — Yes. 

114.  Ancl  the  railway  station  ? — Fes. 

115.  This  is  a large  garrison  town  ? — Yes. 

116.  What  would  you  say  the  strength  ordinarily  is 
of  the  military? — I suppose  about  800,  or  up  to  1,000. 

117.  What  is  the  number  in  recent  years  generally 
stationed  here? — About  800,  between  the  barracks 
here  and  the  fort. 

118.  Is  the  barrack  within  the  municipal  distinct  ? 
—Yes. 


119.  Would  you  say  the  presence  here  of  a’  large 
military  force  is  of  advantage  to  the  town  and  its 
surroundings  1 — Yes. 

120.  And  does  not  the  advantage  of  the  presence  of 
such  a force  extend  beyond  the  municipal  area  ? — Yes. 

121.  Those  outside  the  municipal  area,  then,  I take 
it,  derive  advantages  from  the  presence  of  the  mili- 
tary, and,  as  you  have  said,  from  the  fishing?— Yes ; 
the  military  are  sometimes  supplied  from  Cork. 

122.  And  you  consider  it  reasonable  that  persons 
so  situated,  and  deriving  exceptional  advantages, 
should  take  some  share  in  contributing  to  the  expen- 
diture ? — Yes. 


Dr.  J.  Coeey 
Hunan. 


Dr.  J.  Casey  Nun  an  examined. 


123.  Mr.  O’BaiEN.  — You  are  Chairman  of  the 
Town  Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

124.  Have  you  been  long  so  ?— For  three  years. 

125.  Have  you  been  long  a Commissioner  1— Several 
years. 

126.  And  I presume  you  are  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  locality  ? — Yes. 


127.  Did  you  preside  at  the  meeting  the  Clerk  has 
referred  to,  in  December,  at  which  the  question  of  the 
boundaries  was  considered  — Yes. 

128.  You  were  chairman  of  that  meeting  ? — Yes. 

129.  I am  correct  in  saying  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Commissioners  was  that  no  change  in  the  existing 
boundaries  was  required  ? — Yes. 
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130  No  change  of  any  kind  % — Yes,  except  so  far 
. • regards  the  contract  for  the  roads  and  the  keeping 
of  them  in  repair,  and  the  having  them  in  our  own 
possession.  , n . . . 

1 •\vere  the  Commissioners  aware,  when  con- 
dderiiig  the  question,  that  under  the  Public  Health 
\ct  0f  fast  session , by  section  206,  there  is  power  vested 
[a  the  Local  Government  Board,  by  what  is  called 
provisional  order,  to  transfer  from  the  Grand  Jury  of 
the  county  in  which  the  municipal  district  is  situated 
to  the  sanitary  authority  power  over  the  roads,  bridges, 
and  footpaths  ?— I don’t  think  they  were  fully  aware 
of  it,  but  I am  aware  of  it. 

132.  If  the  Commissioners  were  aware  of  that  pro- 
vision do  you  think  that  they  would  desire  to  have 
control  over  the  roads  and  bridges  now  possessed  by 
the  Grand  Jury  1 — We  would  prefer  to  have  it  under 
our  own  authority. 

133.  You  think  they  would  be  in  favour  of  having 
:tj_Yes — you  can  ask  the  others. 

134.  But  that  is  your  own  opinion? — Yes. 

135.  Do  you  consider  the  amount  raised  in  the 
shape  of  Grand  Jury  cess  from  the  municipal  district 
is  not  commensurate  with  the  amount  expended  on 
comity  works  ? — Pretty  fair  I should  say ; for  the  part 
they  are  doing  it  is  enough. 

136.  Do  you  consider  you  get  value  in  the  shape  of 
the  works  done  by  the  Grand  Jury  for  the  amount 
raised? — At  present  I think  we  do,  but  we  want 
greater  improvement ; we  want  more  in  the  future. 

S 137.  Do  you  consider  if  these  works  were  trans- 
ferred to  your  jurisdiction  from  the  Grand  J itry,  that 
you  could  do  the  work  more  economically  and  more 
expeditiously,  and  more  satisfactorily  than  the  Grand 

Jury? Yes ; I think  so;  we  could  superintend  it. 

138.  Assuming  the  functions  of  the  Grand  Jury 
were  transferred,  would  that  alter  your  view  on  the 
question  of  the  boundaries  being  extended No. 

138.  You  would  still  wish  them  to  remain  as  they 
are  ? — Yes. 

140.  Don’t  you  consider  that  persons  living  outside 
vour  present  limited  radius,  and  who  occupy  houses 
and  lands  outside,  der  ive  undoubted  advantages  from 
their  proximity  to  the  town  of  Kinsale? — Some  of 
them  do,  but  we  would  not  derive  any  advantage  from 
taking  them  in.  We  would  not  derive  any  advantage 
from  taking  in  Scilly. 

141.  What  townland  is  Scilly  in  ? — It  is  a town- 
land  itself,  it  is  in  the  electoral  division  of  Kinsale. 

142.  Now,  I take  it  the  reason  you  would  object 
to  introducing  Scilly  is  that  if  you  were  to  light  it  and 
supply  it  with  water,  it  would  cost  you  more  than  you 
would  receive  ? — A great  deal  more. 

143.  But  if  the  area  were  changed,  so  as  to  include 
not  only  Scilly,  but  a considerable  quantity  of  land 
besides,  which  would  contribute  rates  without  being 
open  to  the  objection  of  Scilly,  would  you  then,  and 
in  the  event  of  the  radius  of  two  miles  from  the  centre 
of  the  town  being  adopted,  object  to  the  proposed 
extension? — Well,  I really  cannot  give  a decided 
answer,  for  I have  not  considered  it. 

144.  Don’t  you  think,  Dr.  Noon,  there  are  a great 
many  persons  now  outside  the  existing  boundary  who 
derive  great  advantages  from  Kinsale  from  the  expen- 
diture of  money  involved  in  the  presence  of  a large 
military  force,  of  a large  number  of  fishermen,  the 
increase  of  trade,  the  increased  value  of  land,  the  ad- 
vantages of  schools  for  children  to  resort  to,  and  so  on  ? 
— Yes. 

145.  And  would  you  say  these  advautages  may  be 
fairly  considered  as  extending  to  a radius  of  two  miles  ? 
— I would  say  more ; I would  say  as  far  as  Charles 
Port  and  Cove. 

146.  How  far  are  they  ? — Two  miles,  or-  two  miles 
and  a half. 

147.  If  the  two  mile  radius  would  take  in  Scilly, 
Charlesfort,  and  Cove,  you  would  be  satisfied? — Yes. 

148.  Yon  would  say  these  are  the  only  places  you 
think  that  specially  require  to  be  taken  in?— Yes. 

149.  Axe  these  villages  ? — Yes,  Cove  is,  Charlesfort 
is  a military  station. 


150.  There  is  a barrack  there! — Yes.  Kinsale. 

151.  You  think  the  persons  living  within  that  Jan.  6.  isjj. 
radius  of  two  miles  should  be  considered  as  deriving  Dr  j~q'sp 
advantages? — Yes.  They  are  anxious,  so  far  as  Scilly  Xun.on.  ^ 
is  concerned,  to  get  inside  the  municipal  area. 

152.  You  are  aware  that  under  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act  there  are  certain  classes  of  property  rated 
at  one-fourth? — Yes. 

153.  Do  you  think,  as  regards  these  lands  and  pro- 
perty of  that  description  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
town,  that  one-fourtli  fairly  represents  the  contribu- 
tion they  should  pay  ? — I think  it  would  l>e  too  little. 

1 54.  What  would  you  say  they  ought  to  contribute  ? 

— I should  think  more  than  one-half. 

155.  You  think  one-fourth  would  be  too  little  ? — 

Yes. 


156.  It  appears  that  a radius  of  two  miles  would 
bring  in  the  railway,  now  it  derives  advantage  from 
the  town? — Yes ; I would  bring  that  in. 

157.  Don’t  you  think  one-fourth  too  small  a pro- 
portion for  the  railway  to  pay  ? — I really  could  not 
give  a decided  answer. 

158.  You  are  quite  clear  that  you  could  manage  the 
Grand  Jury  work  yourselves  ? — Yes. 

159.  You  are  a medical  gentleman,  practising  in 
Kinsale? — Yes. 

1 60.  You  have  heard  about  the  water  supply — do 
you  think  that  there  is  a want  of  a good  water  supply  ? 


161.  Can  the  works  necessary  to  provide  a good 
water  supply'  lie  accomplished  for  £1,500  satis- 
factorily ? — I could  not  say  what  it  would  cost. 

162.  Do  you  believe,  as  far  as  you  can  judge,  that 
.£1,500  would  be  sufficient  ?— I think  myself  it  would 
require  more,  but  I really  cannot  say. 

163.  You  are  not  in  a position  to  say  ? — No. 

164.  Is  there,  in  your  opinion,  a necessity  in  the 
town  for  an  improved  system  of  sewerage  ? — Y es,  I 
believe  there  is  a great  deal  required  in  the  way  of 
sewerage  arrangements. 

165.  Have  you  been  restrained,  as  sanitary 
authority,  from  undertaking  a scheme  of  improved 
sewerage,  by  reason  of  the  limited  area,  and  the  con- 
sequent limited  amount  of  rates  ? — No. 

166.  But  you  think  an  improved  system  of  sewerage 
requisite? — Yes. 

167.  Can  you  make  a rough  estimate  of  what  would 
be  required  to  carry  out  the  works  ? — That  would  de- 
pend upon  what  wins  done. 

168.  Can  you,  as  a medical  man,  give  any  idea  of 
what  would  be  required  to  cany  out  such  a scheme  as 
would  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  the  public 

liealth  ? I think  it  is  an  engineer  should  give  an 

opinion  as  to  that. 

169.  Is  there  any  other  description  of  sanitary  work 
that  requires  to  be  done  ?— Yes,  there  are  the  water 


rorks.  . 

170.  Any  other  works  yon  think  require  to  be 
een  after?— Yes,  there  are  a lot  of  old  houses  that 
,u°ht  to  be  knocked  down,  and  taken  away. 

171.  Do  you  consider,  on  thus  question  of  extension, 
hat  the  persons  living  outside  the  existing  municipal 
>oundary  would  object,  on  the  ground  of  fairness  to 
,e  brought  in  to  contribute  ? — I think  there  would  lie 
l few  objecting  outside,  but  tbe  general  people  will 
lot,  especially  the  villages.  There  are  a few  of  the 
’arming  classes  will  object. 

172.  That  is,  they  object  to  pay  taxes  ' — xes. 

173!  They  object 'as  a general  rule  ?— Yes. 

174  Is  there  anything  special  you  would  like  to 
idd  to  what  you  have  told  us,  for  we  are  anxious  to 
obtain  as  much  information  ns  possible  4— IN  o. 

175.  You  have  nothing  further  to  add  ?— I believe 
I mentioned  about  taking  up  the  roads.  _ 

176.  You  are  strongly  of  that  opinion  ^ es. 

177.  You  have  not  made  any  application  on  the 
subject? — Yes,  we  did,  to  the  road  sessions. 

178  Under  the  section  of  the  Act  you  could  onh 
get  control  within  the  municipal  limits?— We  ap- 
plied, and  could  not  . „ _ ..  , 

1 179.  To  whom  did  you  apply?— To  the  road 
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sessions  of  the  Grand  Jury;  that  was  the  only  appli- 
cation. 

180.  Did  they  refuse  to  give  it? — No;  hut  we 
should  take  in  four  miles  outside. 

181.  But  you  could  not  do  it  ? — We  would  not  ac- 
cept of  it. 

182.  The  way  the  matter  stands  is  this — Heretofore, 
under  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1871,  the  transfer 
of  the  control  over  works  within  the  municipal  dis- 
trict could  only  be  obtained — could  only  be  given  by 
provisional  order,  but  it  was  required  that  the  assent 
of  the  Grand  Jury  to  the  change  should  be  had.  There 
were  instances  in  which  application  was  made  for  that 
sanction,  but  with  the  solitary  exception  of  Wexford, 
the  Grand  Juries  threw  out  the  presentment,  and  the 
result  was  that  it  ceased  to  be  applied  for.  Now,  it 
was  felt  that  the  Grand  Juries  would  not  give  assent, 
and  the  municipal  bodies  ceased  to  apply,  so  that  the 
law  has  been  changed  or  modified  by  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  last  session.  Did  they  make  applica- 
tion to  the  Grand  Jury?— They  did;  to  the  road 
sessions  first. 

183.  Aud  they  refused  their  assent  ?— They  refused 
to  give  the  control  of  the  part  we  wanted.  That  wc 
should  take  three  or  four  miles  of  country  roads  which 
we  would  not  do. 

184.  Having  failed  lo  obtain  the  assent  of  the  Pre- 
sentment Sessions  you  took  no  further  steps  ?— No. 

185.  Were  the  Commissioners  aware  that  notwith- 
standing the  refusal  of  the  Presentment  Sessions  or  the 
Grand  Jury  to  grant  the  transference,  they  could  get 
it  from  the  Local  Government  Board  on  special  appli- 
cation ? — No,  I don’t  think  they  were. 

186.  You  are  aware  that  while  all  tlie  expenditure 
under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  is  only  charged 
upon  arable  land,  as  I explained,  at  one-fourth  of  the 


value,  you  are  aware  that  all  expenditure  for  C 
etl"%  B,’°“ 


wui-b*  were  transferred  tn  h 
Commissioners  do  they  contemplate  that  these  * i 
be  charged  for  at  an  equal  rate  oa  all  detain^?*} 
property  or  not  ? — I don’t  know.  ^ ns  01 


1SS.  Arc  they  ™ of  flie  fact  that  all  alnieiMl 
rates  are  paid  by  the  occupiers  at  present  ?— Yes. 

1S9.  And  that  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  tl,„ 
House  of  Commons,  under  whose  Report  this  Con 
mission  is  sitting  W expressed  a strong 
favour  of  lianng  the  municipal  rates  divided  between 
the  owners  and  occupiers  ? — I am  aware  of  it.  U 

190.  Would  tlic  opinion  of  the  Board  he  in  favour 

of  it  ? — I think  so.  1 

191.  If  the  area  were  extended,  say  two  miles  it 

would  bring  iu  many  voters  and  persons  eligible  for  the 
office  of  Commissioner  ? — I was  just  considerin'* 
whether  it  would  bring  in  the  Eastern  Bruise  T 
think  it  would.  ° ,nt 

192.  Do  you  think  that  ought  to  he  brought  in?— 
Yes. 

193.  Would  the  extension  of  the  present  municipal 

boundary  to  a radius  of  two  miles  introduce  a consider- 
able number  of  new  vote  re — electors  entitled  to  vote 
for  Town  Commissioners? — Yes. 

194.  And  also  qualify  a large  number  more  for  the 
office  of  Town  Commissioner? — Yes. 

195.  Don’t  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  to 
the  body  to  be  elected  from  a wider  mass  of  electors '! 
— I don’t  think  there  would  really  be  much  change. 

19G.  Have  you  any  further  observations  you  would 
wish  to  make  on  the  subject  of  the  extension  of  the 
municipal  area  ? — No,  nothing  more. 


Dr.  George  Newman  Dunne,  examined. 


197.  Mr.  O’Brien— You  are  a Town  Commis- 
sioner ? — Yes. 

19S.  And  have  been  for  some  time? Yes. 

199.  Several  years  ? — Yes. 

200.  Do  you  hold  any  public  medical  appointment  ? 

20  L You  are  intimately  acquainted  with  the  town 
ot  Kinsale  i — Yes. 

202.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  iu  December 
when  the  subject  of  the  extension  of  the  municipal 
boundaries  was  discussed  ?— Yes. 

203.  And  the  feeling  at  that  meeting  was  adverse 
to  any  change  ? — Yes. 

204.  You  hold  with  Dr.  Noon,  I presume,  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Commissioners  would  he  in  favour  of 
the  control  over  the  roads,  bridges,  and  footpaths 
being  transferred  from  the  Grand  Jury  1— Yes. 

£s  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  in  favour 
ol  that  transfer  within  the  municipal  district  ?—  Well 
it  would  be  a most  perilous  thing. 

- 20,6,  * understood  you  to  say  you  would  he  in 
favour  of  it?— -Only  in  favour  of  having  the  control 
^ the  present  municipal 
district  I thmk  Dr.  Noon  was  under  a slight  mis- 
take in  the  matter.  ° 

207  The  Commissioners,  I understand  you  to  say 

f"rJrU^0fairaDSfer “ reSards  roads>  bridges,  and 
footpaths  wuthrn  the  present  municipal  district?— Yes. 

-OeiMyS.  * COntro1  0Ter  wider  district  t 

209.  You  would  not,  yourself,  be  in  favour  of  a 

more  extended  control? — No. 

to  d°  7011  base  J0”  opi^on  as 

„ 1 Tould  e“brace  two  very  important  strac- 

tiu  es,  one  an  iron  budge  that  cost  upwards  of  £1,000 
and  another  that  cost  upwards  of  £1,800— the  first 
is  the  Eastern  bridge,  and  the  other  the  Western. 

f 1 J:  Aye  ,t  lose  both  constructed  1— One  of  them  is ; 
the  other  is  m course  of  construction. 

2 1—  By  the  county  ? — Yes. 


213.  What  is  the  expenditure  involved  in  their 
construction  ? — One  is  upwards  of  £1,000,  and  the 
other  is  to  ho  upwards  of  £1,800. 

214.  Are  they  charged  on  the  county  at  large  ? 

They  are,  in  a great  measure. 

215.  What  radius  would  bring  these  within  the 
municipal  district  ? — Two  miles  would  bring  them  in. 

216.  You  would  object  to  any  radius  which  brought 
in  these  two  bridges? — Yes. 

217.  What  townland  are  these  bridges  in  ? — I could 
not  tell  you. 

218.  Are  they  in  the  electoral  division  of  Kinsale  ? 
— Yes. 

219.  Now,  you  would  he  opposed  to  taking  charge 
of  these  bridges  from  the  county? — Yes. 

220.  But  if  these  were  not  included,  would  yon  see 
any  objection  to  extending  the  area,  and'  of  having  a 
transfer  of  the  control  of  the  works  ? — The  point  I 
think  would  he  gain  to  us  would  he  keeping  the  roads 
in  repair ; in  other  respects  I don’t  think  we  would 
have  any  advantage. 

221.  You  don’t  think  you  would  do  the  work  better 
than  the  Grand  J uiy  ? — We  would,  so  far  as  the  roads 
are  concerned. 

£be  roads,  bridges,  and  footpaths.  Now,  if 
the  bridges  were  excluded,  would  you  be  in  favour  of 
haying  the  roads  and  footpaths  under  your  control?— 
Within  the  present  district,  certainly. 

223.  Assuming  the  radius  was  extended  to,  say, 
two  miles  of  an  area,  would  you  be  in  favour — if  the 
budges  were  excluded — of  seeking  the  transfer  of  con- 
trol  over  the  roads,  footpaths,  and  other  public  works  ? 

' No.  The  extension  of  the  boundary  would  simply 
include  villages  which  we  could  not  benefit.  We  could 
not  give  them  gas  and  water.  When  the  people  come 
m to  Kinsale  they  use  the  water  for  drinking,  other- 
wise there  is  no  benefit  they  derive,  and  the  only  thing 
else  is  that  they  get  an  increased  value  for  their  pro-' 
duce. 

224.  Don’t  you  think  all  the  persons  living  within 
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a radius  of  two  miles  derive  advantages  from  tlieir 
proximity  to  the  town  ? — I do  not.  I do  not  think 
tliey  derive  any  more  advantages  than  those  residing 
four  miles  away. 

225.  You  must  surely  draw  the  line  somewhere  1 — 
I think  our  present  boundary  is  a good  one. 

226.  Don’t  you  think  the  fair  principle  would  be  to 
make  the  radius  commensurate  with  the  benefit  ? — 
Yes  if  vou  could  see  that  the  benefit  existed. 

227.  Don’t  you  think  the  advantages  extend  beyond 
a half  a mile  of  the  town  ? — No. 

228.  Don’t  you  think  it  is  an  advantage  to  the 
people  outside  to  have  a market  like  that  afforded  by 
Jonsale  ? — I do.  That  is  the  only  advantage  derivable, 
and  that  is  equally  derived  by  persons  four  miles  away. 

229.  Do  you  think  persons  living  four  or  six  miles 
off  come  in  as  frequently  and  sell  their  produce  as  well 
as  those  one  mile  out  ?— Yes. 

230.  Then -do  you  think  the  same  thing  would  apply 
to  those  living  twelve  miles  outside  ? — No. 

231.  You  don’t  go  so  far  as  that? — No,  but  it  would 
be  unjust  to  extend  the  taxation  to  two  miles  and  not 
further. 

232.  You  are  aware  that  arable  lands  only  contri- 
bute in  the  proportion  of  one-fourth  ? — Yes. 

233.  Don’t  you  think  that  is  a pretty  fair  measure 
of  the  advantages  derived  to  a distance  of  a mile  and 
a half  ? — I think  they  should  pay  somewhat  more. 

234.  How  much  would  you  say  ? — Between  one- 
quarter  and  one-third. 

235.  When  you  say  you  would  wish  to  get  control 
of  the  footpaths,  roads,  and  public  works  of  the  exist- 
ing municipal  district,  do  you  contemplate  that  the 
charge  of  that  should  be  by  a rate  equally  made  on  all 
descriptions  of  property,  or  that  it  should  be  subjected 
to  a graduated  rate  or  scale  like  that  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act — would  you  say  an  equal  charge  on 
house  property,  or  only  one-fourth  on  lands  ? — I think 
the  present  system  is  fair. 

236.  You  would  consider  that  if  you  got  the  trans- 
fer?— Yes. 

237.  The  electoral  division,  I presume,  you  would 
consider  entirely  too  large  ? — Yes. 

238.  And  could  not  be  adopted? — No  ; I think  the 
line  is  very  sharply  defined  between  town  and  country, 
the  moment  you  go  outside  the  limits  of  the  town  you 
am  as  much  in  the  country  os  if  you  went  miles  into 
it.  I also  think  there  cannot  be  the  number  of  people 


within  the  two  mile  radius  you  think,  but  it  would  be  kissaxe 
quite  in  the  country.  Jan  g i8_g 

239.  It  would  bring  in  a considerable  amount  of  — — 

property  ? — Yes,  it  would  do  that.  ^r-  Ge',rSe  S 

240.  You  heard  Dr.  Nunan  express  an  opinion  that  ,,r‘C  ' 
there  was  not  only  a necessity  for  an  improved  water- 
supply,  but  for  an  improved  scheme  of  sewage  ?— Yes. 

241.  Do  you  agree  with  that?— Yes,  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity, but  I cannot  see  the  possibility  of  its  beimr 
done.  The  tide-way  is  our  obstruction,  it  accumulates 
filth  and  dirt  where  the  sewers  debouch ; it  does  not 
take  it  away,  and  we  cannot  well  bring  it  to  deep  water 
without  entailing  an. enormous  expenditure. 

242.  Then  the  impediment  to  the  adoption  of  an  im 
proved  drainage  scheme  is  the  cost  1— Well,  the  forma- 
tion of  the  town. 

243.  And  the  consequent  large  outlay  the  scheme 
would  involve? — Yes, 

244.  Don’t  you  think  that  by  being  able  to  carry  it 
out,  the  town  would  be  improved  ? — Yes. 

245.  Even  if  you  made  a moderate  improvement  on 
the  px-esent  system,  it  would  cost  a large  stun ? — Yes. 

246.  Would  it  not  he  an  advantage  in  undertaking 
sttch  a work  to  have  a larger  area  on  which  to  charge 
it?— Yes. 

247.  Don’t  you  think  if  the  health  of  the  town  were 
improved  that  the  fact  would  be  of  advantage  to  those 
who  resort  to  it  constantly  in  their  daily  business.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  an  epidemic  broke  out,  would  it  not 
be  attended  with  disadvantage  not  only  to  the  residents, 
hut  to  those  outside  who  come  in  ? — Of  course  there  is 
always  that  to  be  considered. 

248.  If  people  outside  derive  advantage  in  that  way, 
don’t  you  think  that  some  contribution  would  be  fairly 
expected  from  those  persons  who,  in  a modified  degree, 
share  the  advantages  of  the  town  government  1 — I 
think  it  would  be  very  small. 

249.  Now,  don’t  the  children  of  parents'outside  re- 
sort to  Kinsale  for  their  educational  purposes  ? — Yes. 

250.  That  is  an  advantage  ? — Certainly  it  is. 

251.  Tliey  share  in  the  advantages  of  the  watering 
and  cleansing  ? — They  do. 

252.  You  light  the  town  with  gas '? — Yes. 

253.  When  farmers  resort  here  and  are  detained  at 
night,  is  it  not  of  advantage  to  them  to  have  the  gas 
lights? — Yes. 

254.  There  is  a good  water  supply — the  people  who 
come  in  get  good  water  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  Richard  Knowles  examined. 


255.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  a Town  Commissioner 
and  a very  old  Poor  Law  Guardian  ?— I am. 

256.  Are  you  an  ex  officio  Poor  Law  Guardian  1 — 
No;  elected. 

257.  How  many  years  have  you  been  a member  of 
the  Town  Commissioners  ? — Only  a few  months. 

258.  ■ You  have  heard  the  questions  that  have  been 
put  and  answered  to-day  ? — Yes. 

259.  And  may  I ask  what  your  views  are  on  the 
subject  of  extension  of  the  municipal  boundary  ? — I am 
inclined  to  agree  with  Dr.  Noon,  that  if  it  was  decided 
to  extend  the  radius  by  two  miles,  it  would  be  a great 
advantage.  - — - 

260.  And  do  you  -think  it  would  be  of  advantage  to 
get  control  over  the  roads  and  footpaths  ? — Yes,  within 
the  limits  of  the  municipal  district. 

261.  Assuming  the  radius  of  two  miles  were  adopted, 
would  you  consider  it  of  advantage  that  all  the  roads 
and  footpaths  within  that  should  be  vested  in  the  con- 
trol of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — I think  it  would  he 
too  much  for  them. 

262.  You  think  it  would  "only  be  of  advantage  to 

have  the  transfer  as  regards  the  limits  of  the  present 
area?— Precisely.  . . 

' 263.;  You- think  if  the  boundary  were  extended  it 
would  be  too  much  for  the  Town  Commissioners  to  un- 
dertake the  charge  of  the  roads  within  tLe  limits  of 
that  extension? — Yes. 


264.  Don’t  yon  think  a body  meeting  constantly, 
icquainted  with  the  district,  able  to  make  arrange- 
nents,  supervise  the  works,  would  do  the  work  mov. 
economically  and  efficiently  than  the  Grand  Jury  1 — 

[ merely  form  my  opinion  from  the  difficulty  we  have 
it  present. 

265.  But  at  present  you  have  not  charge  of  them ! 
—We  have  charge  of  some  of  the  streets— that  is  clean- 
ing, paving,  and  lighting. 

266.  And  yon  would  not  be  in  favour  of  taking  a 

Treater  responsibility  ? — No.  . . 

3 267.  But  as  for  the  present  municipal  district  you 
would  be  inclined  to  take  the  control  of  that  ?— Yes. 

268.  But  if  you  comprehended  in  your  area  the 
rural  district  vou  would  not  think  it  advisable  l— No. 

269.  Don’t  yon  think  that  persons  within  a radius 
of  two  miles  derive  undoubted  advantages  from  their 
proximity  to  the  town  V— I do,  decidedly.  _ 

270  Having  a large  fishing  population  during  the 
year  a large  military  force,  and  a large  population  m 
the  town,  it  is  a good  market  for  their  produce  and  so 
on  %—Yes,  I have  property  myself,  and  I know  that 
371.  Is  that  property  within  the  district  ? — No, 

°U272v.  Would  you  object  to  that  being  brought  in?— 

Well — • — . ' , . 

2737  What  radius  would  bringyou  m? — Alouu  in.:- 
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274.  But  it  has  been  enhanced  in  value? — No 
doubt. 

275.  Would  a two-mile  radius  bring  you  in? — No. 

276.  You  are  aware  that  arable  lands,  and  so  forth, 
should  be  liable  to  be  rated  only  at  one-fourth? — Yes. 

277.  Do  you  consider  that  a fair  representation  of 
the  advantages  that  outside  lands  may  be  considered 
to  derive  ? — I should  rather  say  one-third. 

278.  Assuming  the  transfer  of  the  Grand  Jury 
powers,  do  you  think  it  should  be  charged  as  at  present 
on  all  descriptions  of  property,  or  that  there  should  be 
a graduated  scale  of  rating,  such  as  that  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act? — A graduated  scale,  I think. 


279.  You  would  charge  for  Grand  Jury  Wm.Vo 

graduated  scale  ? — Yes.  ' ^ *s  a 

280.  Do  yon  consider  there  is  a necessity  ,, 

improved  water  supply  ? — I do.  a 

281.  And  that  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  tte 

lie  health  of  Kinsule  if  there  was  a bet&r  aySt 
sewage 1—1  would  not  like  to  give  an  opinion  on  that 
It  would  he  very  expensive. 

282.  You  would  not  like  the  town  to  undertake  the 
charge  of  these  two  bridges  ?— Certainly  not. 

283  Is  there  .any  special  suggestion  you  would  like 
to  make  ? — No.  e 


Mr.  C.  Baker. 


Mr.  Charles  Baker  examined. 


23-1.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  a Town  Commissioner? 
— Yes. 

285.  And  also  rate  collector,  I believe  1 — Yes. 

286.  What  rates  do  you  collect? — Poor  rate  for  the 
electoral  division  of  Kinsale. 

287.  Do  you  collect  Grand  Jury  rate? — No. 

238.  You  are  intimately  acquainted  with  the  whole 
state  of  the  town  ? — I am. 

289.  Do  you  consider  the  existing  boundary  too 
limited  ? — I don’t  think  it  is.  I would  he  in  favour  of 
leaving  it  as  it  is. 

290.  Do  you  consider  that  persons  living  outside 
the  [ire sent  boundaries  derive  advantages  from  being 
within  two  miles  of  a market  town  like  Kinsale,  for 
the  sale  of  their  produce  ? — No  doubt. 

291.  Don’t  they  derive  advantages  in  the  way  of 
having  their  schools  in  Kinsale  to  send  their  children 
to : — Well,  I would  not  say  that. 

292.  Within  what  radius  of  the  town  do  you  think 
advantages  are  bond  fide  enjoyed  by  ratepayers  ? — Do 
yon  mean  outside  1 

293.  Yes,  outside  the  present  area? — Prom  two  to 
three  miles. 

294.  Then  would  you  consider  it  inequitable  that 
persons  deriving  those  advantages  in  that  way  should 
pay  some  contribution  towards  the  town,  expenditure  ? 
— I would  have  no  objection  to  their  paying  something, 
but  I fear  it  would  involve  our  giving  them  something 
in  return. 

295.  Such  as  what? — Why  gas,  water,  or  anything 
of  that  sort. 

29G.  If  it  were  not  contemplated  you  were  to  give 
gas  to  the  fullest  extent,  or  water,  don’t  you  consider 
they  should  pay  a contribution  to  the  advantages  they 
derive  from  intercourse  with  the  town  1 — Yes. 

297.  You  are  aware  that  arable  land,  and  property 
of  tnat  description,  contribute  only  one-fourth,  don’t 
you  think  that  one-fourth  is  a fair  measure  of  the 
-advantages  they  would  derive?-- 1 should  say  one-half 
■would  be  fairer. 

298.  You  would  not  consider  it  inequitable  that 
persons  living  within  a radius  of  two  miles  should  pay 
or  contribute  one-third  ? — No. 

299.  You  agree  that  there  is  a necessity  for  an  im- 
proved water  supply  ? — There  is. 

3u0.  And  of  having  the  control  now  exercised  by 
the  Grand  Jury  over  roads  and  footpaths? — Yes ; 
within  the  present  municipal  area. 

301.  And  you  would  not  be  in  favour  of  takin» 
charge  of  these  bridges  ? — No. 


302.  If  the  radius  were  extended  to  two  miles  you 
would  not  take  up  the  charge  of  all  these  roads'  and 
footpaths  comprised  within  that  area  ? — No. 

303.  Why  so  ? — We  could  never  accomplish  it. 

304.  Wiry  could  not  the  Town  Commissioners 
manage  it  as  well  as  the  Grand  Jury  ?— Their  system 
is  more  one  of  organization  than  any  that  we  have. 

305.  Would  their  be  any  difficulty  in  your  effecting 
the  organization  necessary  ? — I agree  with  what  Mr° 
Knowles  said  on  the  point. 

306.  Are  you  aware  that  several  places  have  ob- 
tained, by  legislation,  control  over  these  roads  from  the 
Grand  Juries  ? — No. 

307.  Would  it  alter  your  opinion  as  to  the  practi- 
cability of  it,  if  you  heard  that  a considerable  number 
of  towns  have  obtained  for  themselves,  by  local  legis- 
lation, control  over  the  woi-ks  ? — No. 

308.  Do  you  consider  an  improved  scheme  of  sewer- 
age is  necessary  ? — I would  not  like  to  give  an  opinion 
as  to  that. 

309.  Assuming  a competent  medical  opinion  was 
obtained  to  the  effect  that  it  was  necessary,  and  that 
considerable  cost  would  be  incurred,  I presume  you 
are  of  opinion  that  that  outlay  would  confer  undoubted 
advantages,  not  only  upon  the  town,  but  on  the  neigh- 
bourhood ; that  it  would  improve  the  place  generally, 
better  its  repute,  and  make  it  or  keep  it  free  from 
disease? — Yes;  certainly. 

310.  Don’t  you  think  that  persons  daily  receiving  ad- 
vantages from  resorting  here  should  pay  their  contribu- 
tion to  the  town  expenses  ? — Yes;  if  it  were  practicable 
at  all  I would  go  in  for  thoroughly  improving  the 
sewage. 

311.  What  are  the  poor  rates  in  the  electoral  divi- 
sion ? — Is.  id. ; Is.  last  year ; 10c?.  the  year  before. 

312.  The  Grand  Jury  Bate — what  is  that? — This 
year,  Is.  id.  twice  a year. 

313.  That  is  2s.  8c?.  in  the  year? — Yes. 

314.  Is  that  exceptionally  high? — Yes;  in  conse- 
quence of  this  bridge. 

315.  Is  it  likely  to  continue  ? — No  ; only  for  a short 
time. 

316.  Taking  the  normal  condition  of  things,  what  is 
it  ? — 10c?.  or  11c?. 

317.  Each  half  year? — Yes. 

318.  Is.  8c?.  or  Is.  10c?.  1— Yes. 

319.  So  there  is  an  increase  of  10c?.  ? — Yes. 

320.  How  long  will  it  continue  ? — Six  years. 


Mr.  J.  S.  Barry,  examined. 


^ 321.  Mr.  O'Brien. — You  are  a Commissioner? 

322.  And  you  have  listened  to  the  evidence  given 
here  to-day  1— Yes. 

323.  Have  you  any  observation  to  make  ? — I thb-A 
as  to  the  advantages  derived  by  those  living  two  miles 
or  four  miles  in  a radius  from  the  town,  that  the  pro- 
portion of  one-fourth  is  too  small,  I would  make  it 
one-haif. 


324.  How  far  do  you  think  the  municipal  radius 
ought  to  extend  ? — About  two  miles. 

325.  Do  you  think  persons  living  within  that  dis- 

tance derive  advantages  such  as  have  been  mentioned  ? 
—Yes.  ^ 

326.  And  do  you  think  that  if  this  water  supply  was 
obtained,  and  this  improved  system  of  sewage,  it  would 
confer  advantages  on  the  townand  its  surroundings  1 — 
Yes. 
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327.  And  you  think  they  ought  to  contribute  ? — Yes.  330.  Assuming  you  got  the  transfer  of: m v functions.  Kivsale. 

328.  Is  your  opinion  in  favour  of  the  transfer  of  the  would  the  outlay  lie  made  up  by  a rate  assessed  euuallv  Jan  «,  it;j. 

functions  of  the  Grand  Jury  for  roads  and  footpaths  ? on  all  descriptions  of  property,'  or  would  you  make  it  , — ; 

—Yes  ; within  the  present  boundary.  varying? — A varying  one.  ’ * .Mr.  .1  S.  Barry. 

329.  But  if  it  were  extended  to  two  miles,  would  331.  And  you  would  raise  the  one-fourth  to  oue- 
von  be  for  the  transfer? — No  ; for  the  Grand  Jury  half,  and  apply  it  to  all  works? — Yes. 

have  the  county  surveyors,  aud  so  on,  and  we  have  332.  Have  you  any  further  evidence  to  give  1— No. 
not  the  same  advantages.  

Mr.  James  Hukly  examined.  Mr.  J.  Hnrly. 


333.  Mr.  O'Brien. — You  ai-e  not  a Town  Comrnis- 


334.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — On  the  boundary,  but 
•within  the  borough  boundary. 

335.  You  are  a ratepayer  within  the  boundary  ? — 


336.  Is  all  the  property  you  hold  within  the  muni- 


cipal 

33: 


ca  ? — No.  , 

You  are  rated  in  the  boundary,  I understand? 


— x es. 

338.  Have  you  property  outside  ? — Yes. 

339.  How  much? — About  105  acres. 

340.  And  how  much  within  the  boundary? — About 
five. 

341.  So  that  you  are  chiefly  outside? — Yes. 

342.  What  radius  would  bring  you  in? — About 
three-quarters  of  a mile. 

343.  Are  you  desirous  of  being  brought  in  1 — No. 

344.  Would  you  not  wish  to  be  eligible  for  the  office 
of  Town  Commissioner  ? — No ; I would  not  desire  it. 

345.  Are  you  opposed  to  having  the  area  extended 
to  bring  in  your  holdings? — Yes. 

346.  On  what  ground  ? — That  I derive  no  advantage 
from  the  light  from  the  gas  or  water. 

347.  Don’t  you  resort  here  for  the  disposal  of  your 
produce  ? — Well,  we  have  to  send  it  to  Cork. 

348.  Do  you  dispose  of  rural  produce  in  Kinsale  ? — 


349.  What  do  you  dispose  of? — Butter. 

350.  Anything  else? — Sometimes  a little  milk. 

351.  Don’t  you  consider  it  an  advantage  to  have  a 
market  close  by  to  you  ? — Yes. 

352.  Are  there  not  a good  many  persons  who  dispose 


of  butter,  eggs,  and  so  on,  who  come  into  the  town  ” 

Yes. 

353.  Do  they  not  derive  advantage  in  being  able  to 
come  in  and  sell  butter,  poultry,  and  milk  in  Kinsale? 
— Yes. 

354.  And  don’t  many  persons  living  outside  send  in 
their  children  to  school  at  Kinsale  ? — A few  of  them  do. 

355.  Thent  hose  outside  derive  undoubted  advan- 
tages ? — Yes. 

356.  Those  persons  have  to  resort  to  the  towu 
frequently  ? — Yes. 

357.  Is  it  not  of  advantage  to  them  if  they  are 
delayed  in  the  town  to  have  the  town  well  lighted 
with  gas? — They  don’t  remain  so  late. 

358.  — Well,  if  the  town,  by  an  outlay  of  money, 
obtained  a good  and  plentiful  supply  of  water — if  the 
drainage  was  improved,  would  not  the  advantages  of 
the  healthful  character  of  the  town  lie  shared  in  by  tin  we 
who  come  into  it,  as  well  as  by  the  residents  ? — Yes. 

359.  By  the  town  being  made  free  from  disease ! — 
Yes. 

360.  Arable  lands  being  only  liable  under  the. 
present  state  of  the  law  to  contribute  one-fomth, 
don’t  you  think  that  if  the  town  rate  is  Is.,  that  oiie- 
fourth  or  3d.  is  a reasonable  measure  of  the  ad- 
vantages they  derive  ? — You  would  not  get  them  to 
pay  anything  like  Is. 

361.  The  objection,  I take  it,  is  to  pay  anything  in 
the  way  of  taxes  ?— -Yes. 

362.  The  objection  is  not  that  they  question  the 
advantages  they  derive,  but  an  objection  to  pay  any 
taxes  ? — Yes. 

The  inquiry  terminated. 


‘ CLONAKILTY.— JANUARY  3rd,  1379. 

(Before  Mr.  W.  A Exham,  Q.C.,  Chairman  of  the  Commission.) 

Mr.  Daniel  O’Leary  examined. 

. rr  „ does  not  extend  more  than  half  a mile — a little  over 

1.  You  are  the  Chan-man  of  the  Town  Commis-  1ia1f  to;1a  It  is  a radius  of  half  a mile  in  some  direc- 

sioners  ? Yes.  . . „ ..  . tions  and  then  of  one  mile  as  the  crow  flies  at  the  end 

2.  How  long  have  you  filled  that  position  ? — About  ^ ^ town. 

three  years  ago  I was  first  elected.  g.  -^hat  is  the  acreage  of  the  present  boundary  ( — 

3.  Have  you  been  a long  time  a Town  Commissioner  ? About  1)086  acres.  We  have  made  it  up  rather  more 

— About  thirteen  years.  accurately  since  the  quantity  was  furnished  to  you  in 

4.  When  were  the  boundaries  of  the  Town  of  Clo-  the  answer  to  your  queries. 

nakilty  first  fixed  %— In  1857,  1 think.  9.  What  is  the  valuation— about  ?— A4.840. 

5.  Wue  that  the  time  -hen  yen  adopted  the  Town;  10.  In  the  answer  to 


the  answer  to  your  queries. 

9.  What  is  the  valuation — about  ? — £4,845. 

10  In  the  answer  to  the  queries  we  sent  you,  you 
nine  the  vohmtion  £4,415  t-That  « in  old  vein- 

° i.  w tl,o+  win  ltavp  m the 


ImDrovement  Act? I believe  the  Lord  Lieutenant  give  the  valuation  £4,415?— lhat  was  an  oiu  vaiu- 

w as  memorialized  for  the  adoption  of  the  Act  first  in  ation  of  the  present  borough  that  you  have  m the 

SSSS  s nr 

S^eTSg185»for  ‘the  To™?  ^“vemel'A^  -S  thrdStoo^W^ei«Tlngh.r.n.w 
they  memorialized  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  there  was  „ accurately  us  Nation  I-The  prm 

a gZoi  deal  of  opposition  give,  by  the  landlords  -ho  11.  Then  -to  m the  lf4/45. 

thrTlord  Lieu-  The  ^ie.  i the  queries  me  not  actuate,  but  this 

IY.  to  1869  when  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  again  me  3,568.  nresent  all  in  one  electoral  divi- 

morialized  to  grant  the  adoption  of  the  Towns  Impro  e-  1 3.  Is  e P,  j-4-q  f qiou:a;'^v. 

rneut  Act  andT-as  thmpanted ,end  the  Warms  ,i„„ hr** tolc  q»  erics  that 


uent  Act  and  it  was  then  granreu  suu  ^ 

ire  fixed  by  Griffith.  That  was  the  first  occasion,  as 
ar  as  I can  learn,  when  they  were  altered. 

6.  Were  they  altered  in  1869  ? — Yes,  and  fixed  in 


’ 13.  Is  the  town  at  present  all  m one  electoral  illu- 
sion ?— Yes,  the  electoral  division  of  Clonukn*y. 

1 4 I understand  from  the  answers  to  the  queries  tuat 
the  ratepayers  of  the  town  and  the  Town  Commissioners 
think  that  the  present  bounds  are  too  small,  is  that 

80  dT  Is  that  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Town  Com- 


• • , . ..  oul  15.  Is  that  the  unanimous  opinion  oi  uw 

7.  Are  they  smaller  than  those  under  the  J miasioners  as  far  as  you  can  learn  ? — Yes. 

leorge  TV.  l—Yes  ; I think  the  boundary  at  present  nnssioners  as  xar  y 
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Cj.ohaku.tv.  16.  And  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  township  generally  ? 

Jan.  3,  ms.  — Yes ; as  far  as  I can  learn. 

Mr  Daniel  U.  To  what  extent,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 

O’Leary.1  Town  Commissioners,  should  the  boundaries  he 

changed  ? — To  a little  over  a mile  radius  if  the  different 
townlands  proposed,  and  shown  on  the  map  could  he 
tat  en  in. 

18.  You  propose  a radius  of  about  a mile  from  the 
centre  of  the  town  ? — We  should  get  a radius  of  a mile 
to  a mile  and  three-quarters  to  take  in  the  townlands, 
hut  bear  in  mind  that  that  radius  would  take  in  a good 
deal  of  land  adjoining  the  town  where  the  tide  ebbs 
and  flows. 

19.  Have  you  placed  on  the  map  before  me  the 
boundary  that  you  propose  ? — You  will  see  on  the  map 
the  boundary  where  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows. 

20.  Which  is  the  present  boundary  on  the  map 
before  me  ? — The  red  dotted  line  is  the  present  boun- 
dary ; it  is  marked  on  the  Ordnance  map. 

21.  To  what  extent  have  you  put  down  on  this 
map  the  altered  boundary  as  you  now  propose  it? — 
We  have  not  put  it  down  exactly  on  the  map.  We  do 
not  want  to  extend  the  boundary  to  the  west ; we  want 
to  extend  it  to  the  east,  and  our  reason  for  extending 
it  so  far  to  the  east  is  so  as  to  take  in  the  pier. 

22.  I wish  to  know  if  you  are  authorized  to  speak 
for  the  Commissioners  as  a body  ? — Yes. 

23.  What  is  the  extension  that  they,  as  a body,  pro- 
pose ? — You  can  see  on  the  map  what  is  intended  to 
be  taken  in.  The  pi’esent  boundary,  I may  say,  was 
through  four  townlands.  We  propose  to  take  in  the 
whole  of  the  townlands  of  Youghals,  both  north  and 
south.  We  want  to  take  in  Cappeen — a small  portion 
consisting  of,  I think,  about  36  acres. 

24.  Where  is  that? — It  is  not  within  the  present 
boundary,  but  lies  between  Tawnies  Upper  and  Tem- 
ple Brian  South.  We  want  to  straighten  the  boundary 
at  that  critical  point. 

25.  You  wantthe  whole  of  the  townland  of  Youghals 
South  down  to  the  sea? — Yes,  and  that  is  bounded  to 
the  south  by  the  sea 

26.  Do  you  want  to'  go  down  to  the  hay  so  far  as 
that  townland  is  concerned?— Yes.  We  want  the 
townlands  of  Youghals  North  and  South,  and  the  whole 
of  Cloheen.  We  also  want  Lackenagidane  taken 

• in;  then  we  take-in  the  portion  of  the  Miles,  which 

is  not  at  present  included  in  the  existing  boundary. 

27.  How  do  youthen  propose  to  go  from  the  north- 
west comer  of  Cloheen?— We  propose  to  follow  the 
townland  boundary  between  Miles  and  Ballydevane. 

2S.  Do  you  propose  to  take  in  the  Tawnies  1 Yes, 

both  noitli  and  south. 

29.  Is  it  proposed  to  take  in  Kilgariff  Church  ? 

No.  We  do  not  want  to  meddle  with  Kilgariff.  The 
boundary  is  a straight  line  along  the  Tawnies  Lower 
bounding  Kilgariff  Church  and  the  Tawnies  Upper’ 
along  to  the  north,  and  if  you  take  in  Cappeen  it  forms 
a straight  boundary  to  Templebrian  South. 

30.  So  far  as  dividing  any  townlands  it  is  objection- 
able, of  course;  but  if  you  have  a well-defined  boun- 
dary, such  as  a road,  it  may  not  be  objectionable  ? — 
The  boundary  as  described  by  me  is  well-defined,  be- 
cause it  follows  townland  boundaries  which  are  the 
same  as  the  river  up  to  Templebrian. 

31.  And  you  want  to  carry  on  the  townland 

boundary  up  to  Cappeen  ?— Yes,  we  include  that  to 
square  the  boundary.  Then  we  take  in  Gullanes, 
Cahergall,  East  and  West,  Asligrove,  and  taking  in  the 
workhouse  and  the  whole  of  Desart,  and  that  is  only 
partly  in  at  present  : 

32.  Do  you  propose  to  take  in  Curraghgranbeg  and 
Curraghgranmore  ? — Yes. 

33.  Where  does  the  electoral  division  of  Clonakiltv 
cease  ? — At  Desart,  to  the  east. 

_ 34.  Does  the  new  division  come  in  then  ? Yes,  the 

division  of  Templeomalus. 

35.  In  the  line  yon  propose  there  would  beaportionof 
the  extended  boundary  of  the  electoral  division  of  Clona- 
kilty? — Yes,  at  Templeomalus,  but  ours  is  a special  case. 

36.  Are  you  now  authorized,  on  the  part  of  the 


Commissioners,  to  propose  to  take  in  only  the  to 
lands  mentioned  hi  the  answers  to  the  queries^ 
down  to  you,  or  to  take  in  those  that  are  mention! 
above?— At  the  time  of  the  meeting  to  consider!^ 
answers  to  be  sent  to  your  queries,  they  would  r 
include  South  Templebrien,  Gullanes,  both  CaheiWb 
Asligrove,  Curraghgranbeg,  and  Curraghgranmore°‘w 
now  we  are  agreed  to  ask  to  have  them  and  all’  tl! 
rest  included.  ue 

37.  When  you  get  down  to  Curraghgranmore,  what 
do  you  propose  ?— First  of  all  we  have  Curraghgranbetr 

38.  Do  you  propose  the  whole  of  Curraghgranbe® 
down  as  far  as  Ruigbridgc  and  Stream  1— Yes  and 
then  to  take  a straight  line  from  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  pier  to  the  northern  extremity  of  the 
causeway  from  the  island  to  South  Youghals. 

39.  Now,  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners,  have 
you  stated  your  entire  proposal  ? — Yes,  sir. 

40.  What  would  be  the  area  of  the  new  boundary? 
—I  am  not  in  a position  to  say  in  consequence  of  those 
townlands  being  added  to  our  original  proposal,  hut 
we  will  send  you  that  information,  and  also  the 
valuation  of  the  extended  area. 

42.  How  many  gentlemen’s  seats  will  be  taken  in 
in  the  proposed  boundary  ? — Only  two,  I believe  Mr. 
Newmans  and  Major  Gillman’s. 

43.  About  how  many  fanners’  holdings  will  be 
taken  in  1 — I cannot  tell  you  that  now,  but  we  will 
send  you  the  information  as  to  that. 

44.  How  many  voters  would  be  brought  in  by  this 
extension? — We  will  be  able  to  send  you  information 
as  to  that  also. 

45.  Are  you  able  to  say,  of  your  own  knowledge, 
whether  or  not  the  lands  yon  propose  to  take  in  derive 
exceptional  value  from  their  proximity  to  the  town  1— 
They  derive  considerable  benefit. 

46.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  the  persons  who 
would  be  taken  in  would  object  to  it,  collectively  or 
individually? — I do  not  think  they  would ; and  as  far 
as  I knowr,  I think  they  would  be  in  favour  of  it. 

47.  Are  the  Commissiouers  aware  that  under  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act  the  arable  land  to  be  taken 
in  will  only  pay  rates  on  one-fourtli  of  its  valuation  ? 

1 — They  are  quite  aware  of  what  you  say. 

48.  Do  the  Town  Commissioners  tlrink  that  the 
one-fourth  would  be  a fair  proportion  for  the  occupiers* 
of  that  laud  to  pay? — They  don’t  think  it  would. 
They  think  and  propose  that  the  occupier  should  pay 
one-half  of  the  improvement  rate,  the  same  as  he  is  to 
pay  for  the  sanitary  rate,  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  of  last  year,  and  that  he  should  deduct  the  half  of 
what  he  pays  from  the  landlord. 

_ 49.  Have  the  Commissioner's  considered  the  ques- 
tion— supposing  the  proposed  increased  area  is  taken- 
into  the  township — of  taking  up  the  management  of 
the  roads  in  that  area? — We  think  to  do  so  would  be 
a source  of  special  advantage  to  the  ratepayers  of  the 
town,  and  also  to  those  in  the  increased  area. 

50.  Have  they  considered  whether  or  not  they 
would  derive  benefit  having  regard  to  the  sanitary 
work  if  you  were  to  become  the  urban  sanitary  autho- 
rity ? — Decidedly  so ; and  since  the  guardians  became 
the  rural  sanitary  authority,  the  ratepayers  have  felt 
it  considerably. 

51.  How  long  have  they  been  the  rural  sanitary 
authority  ? — About  two  years. 

52.  What  is  the  poor  rate  ? — The  sanitary  rate  was 
only  Id.  in  the  pound,  whereas,  if  the  Town  Commis- 
siouers were  the  urban  sanitary  authority,  they  would 
not  have  to  pay  that  rate  at  all ; besides,  they  would 
look  after  waterworks  in  the  town,  which  the 
Guardians  have  neglected  to  do. 

53.  In  view  of  the  extension  you  propose,  would' 
there  be  any  difficulty  because  the  occupiers  of  the 
arable  land  who  would  be  brought  in  under  the  present 
state  of  the  law  would  only  pay  one-fourth  ? — I think 
they  should  pay  a half 

54.  You  think  that  would  he  a fair  ratio — that 
whatever  the  townspeople  pay  the  others,  should  pay 
one-half? — Exactly  so. 
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r,5_  Who  manages  the  pier  at  present1!  — It  is  ably  expect  they  would  have  to  make  in  keeping  up  Cloxaultt. 
mauled  by  the  Grand  Jury.  the  pier  from  time  to  time  ? — I should  think  so.  *.  w-3 

V>G.° Then  it  is  public  property? — Yes.  61.  Are  the  Town  Commissioners  willing  to  under  Mr‘ IWI 

Si!  Axe  the  Grand  Jury  the  persons  who  were  take  the  management  and  keeping  up  of  the  pier  if  it  O'L-arr."' 
authorized  to  build  and  maintain  it  by  Grand  Jury  is  brought  within  the  boundary  ? — Quite  so. 
nresentment ! — I believe  so.  No,  it  was  owing  to  the  62.  Is  that  opinion  shared"  in  by  the  Town  Corn- 
board  of  Fishery  Commissioners  it  was  built.  missioned  and  the  public  to  your  own  knowledge  ? — 

5S.  I wish  to  know  what  advantage  do  you  think  It  is  shared  in  by  every  ratepayer  of  the  town,  as  far 
the  Town  Commissioners  would  derive  from  getting  as  I know.  There  was  even  a private  subscription 
the  management  of  the  pier  into  their  hands,  if  its  raised  to  pay  for  the  clearing  away  of  the  obstruc- 
management  and  repairs  from  time  to  time  are  thrown  tions  which  prevented  vessels  from  getting  to  the  upper 
on  them  ? Have  they  considered  that? — They  have,  and  pier. 

consider  it  would  be  a great  boon  to  the  ratepayers  if  63.  Were  any  applications  made  to  the  Presentment 
the  Commissioners  had  the  management  and  control  Sessions  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  away  those  obstruc- 
of  the  pier  in  their  own  hands,  inasmuch  as  they  tions? — Yes. 

would  take  care  that  the  approaches  to  the  pier,  and  64.  Is  the  opinion  you  have  expressed  with  regard 
the  pier  itself,  were  kept  in  proper  order  and  repair,  to  the  pier  the  general  opinion  of  the  Town  Commis- 
Some  one  or  two  years  ago  the  sand  at  the  south  pier  sioners  ? — Certainly.  I wish  to  mention,  with  re- 
accumulated,  and  the  tide  from  time  to  time  threw  it  ference  to  another  matter,  that  their  opinion,  also,  is 
against  the  pier,  so  that  it  was  not  accessible  even  to  that  if  the  management  of  the  roads  within  the  town- 
small  vessels,  which  were  unable  then  to  come  to  the  ship  were  in  their  own  hands  it  would  be  the  greatest 

upper  pier.  A farmer  living  next  to  the  lower  pier  boon  to  the  ratepayers ; we  have  made  frequent  ap- 

luul  a private  pier  of  his  own,  and  the  vessels  coming  plications  for  the  sewerage  and  flagging  of  the  town, 

up  were  obliged  to  land  at  his  pier,  for  which  he  re-  but  they  were  very  often  refused,  and  the  cesspayers 
ceived  the  tolls,  and  in  addition,  every  ratepayer  and  were  humiliated  in  fact. 

every  person  burning  coals  within  the  town  at  that  65.  Is  it  your  opinion  and  that  of  the  Town  Com- 
tirne  was  obliged  to  pay  6tZ.  a ton  cartage  from  the  missioners  that  the  farmers  and  those  that  would  be 

lower  to  the  upper  pier.  brought  within  the  township  by  the  proposed  exten- 

59.  Have  you  considered  the  expense  that  would  sion  of  area  would  be  benefited  by  the  change,  sup- 

be  entailed  on  the  ratepayers  if  they  take  the  manage-  posing  the  payments  for  the  roads  was  made  to  the 
ment  of  the  pier,  and  keep  it  up? — Yes  ; and  when  it  Town  Commissioners  instead  of  the  Grand  Jury,  and 
is  properly  kept,  and  vessels  can  discharge  and  load  that  they  paid  besides  a proportion  of  the  improve- 
there  I am  sure  there  is  a large  revenue  to  be  derived  ment  and  sanitary  rate? — It  is,  and  I think  they 
from  it.  would  sare  the  fourth  of  the  rates  they  would  now  have 

60.  In  your  opinion  would  the  revenue  to  he  de-  to  pay ; and  as  fax  as  the  sanitary  rate  is  concerned 
rived  from  the  pier  be  sufficient  to  compensate  the  they  will  have  none  at  all  to  pay  if  we  become  the  urban 
Town  Commissioners  for  any  outlay  they  may  reason-  sanitary  authority. 


Mr.  Thomas  R.  Weight  examined. 


Mr.  Thomu 


66.  You  are  resident  a long  time  inClonakiltv  ? — Yes. 

67.  And  were  chairman  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners for  a long  time  ? — Yes ; and  I was  chair- 
man of  the  Town  Commissioners,  I believe,  when 
we  sought  to  he  brought  under  the  Towns  Im- 
provement Act.  At  that  time  we  selected  a very 
narrow  area,  hoping  that  we  would  avoid  oppo- 
sition. Opposition  did,  however,  arise,  owing  to  some 
circumstances  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  now  to 
allude  to,  and  owing  to  that  opposition  being  of  a 
rather  violent  character  our  application  was  refused. 
The  town  was  subsequently  brought  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act,  and  it  is  now  under  that  Act.  As 
an  inhabitant  of  the  town,  and  knowing  its  wants,  I 
desire  to  state  that  I think  the  present  area  is  entirely 
too  limited.  If  you  will  kindly  look,  sir,  you  will  see 
two  pencil  lines  drawn  round  the  map.  One  is  about 
a mile-and-a-half  area,  and  the  other  a two-mile  area 
from  the  centre  of  the  town.  I certainly,  having 
given  the  question  a great  deal  of  consideration,  and  I 
would,  if  you  could  accommodate  the  circumstances, 
he  for  the  mile-and-a-half  area. 

68.  That  is  to  follow  as  closely  as  possible  townland 
boundaries  ? — Yes. 

69.  Then  you  would  go  by  the  townland  boundaries, 
keeping  as  closely  as  possible  to  the  mile-and-a-half 
radius  ? — Yes ; and  I come  to  that  conclusion  regard- 
ing the  welfare  of  the  town  first.  That  is  the  first 
and  primary  concern,  regarding  also  the  welfare  of 
those  who  are  within  that  area,  irrespective  of  rank  or 
position — whether  they  are  gentlemen  or  fanners, 
shopkeepers,  traders,  or  artizans,  whatever  their  station 
or  position,  if  that  boundary  be  followed  as  nearly  as 
possible  under  the  terms  I have  mentioned,  I am  cer- 
tain it  would  he  for  the  benefit  of  all  parties. 

70.  Is  it  your  opiniou  that  the  people  within  that 
area  from,  their  proximity  to  the  town  derive  such  ad- 
' outages  as  should  compensate  them  for  any  additional 
rate  put  on  them? — Yes,  decidedly. 


71.  I would  like  to  know  your  view  with  regard  to 
the  amount  of  rate  that  should  be  levied.  At  present, 
under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  you  are  aware 
that  arable  land  within  the  township  only  pays  rate3 
on  one-fourth  of  its  value.  Have  you  considered  that 
matter  ? — I have  considered  that,  and  I really  think, 
from  the  benefits  they  derive,  that  they  should  be  made 
to  pay  a moiety. 

72.  Of  whatever  the  town  rate  is  ? — I think  the 
people  living  in  the  country  should  be  assessed  half 
what  the  people  living  in  the  town  have  to  pay.  I need 
not  enumerate,  I am  sure,  the  advantages  which  the 
people  living  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  possess. 

73.  Have  you  considered  whether  it  would  be  ad 

visable  if  the  boundary  were  extended  as  you  propose, 
that  the  management  of  the  roads  should  be  taken  up 
by  the  Commissioners?— I certainly  think  that  then 
they  would  have  proper  management.  If  they  take 
the  advantages,  they  should  take  the  liabilities  as  well. 
I do  not  think  it  is  fair  to  take  and  cull  and  say,  “ We 
■will  take  thi3  townland  because  there  are  no  roads; 
and  we  won’t  take  other  townlnnds  because  there  axe 
roads.”  I would  take  the  advantages  and  liabilities, 
and  I the  advantages  would  compensate  for 


ire  than  the  liabilities. 

74.  You  think  that  if  the  township  had  the  manage- 
ait  of  the  roads,  the  expense  of  them  would  not  be 
eater  than  they  are  at  present?— I am  not  sure  that 
ey  would  not,  but  the  advantages  would  more  than 
mpensate  them  for  the  extra  liabilities. 

75.  Wonld  they  he  able  to  keep  the  town  cleaner ; 
d would  not  this  he  of  great  advantage  to  those  lvv- 
g outside? — Yes;  and  for  that  they  may  fan- y be 
epared  to  contribute  half,  and  that  half  is  much  less 
an  they  are  paying  at  present. 

76.  Have  vou  considered  the  question  of  the  pier? 
J have : and  since  I came  into  tliis  room  I have  been 
aken  in  my  opinions  ; and  I have  seen  some  lntelh- 
nt  men  who  have  the  interest  of  the  town  at  heart, 


R.  Wright. 
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and  who  have  considered  the  question  of  the  pier  more 
than  I have  considered  it ; and  when  I came  in  I was 
afraid  of  incurring  the  liability,  because,  unfortunately 
for  myself,  I saw  that  pier  when  it  was  being  built. 
I tliiuk  it  was  built  badly  ; I think  it  was  constructed 
badly,  and  I think  it  will  ultimately  come  down  ; and 
I think  the  expense,  if  thrown  on  the  township,  would 
he  very  heavy.  I think  it  would  be  a pity  to  exclude  it, 
and  I also  think  it  may  he  a very  hazardous  thing  to  do ; 
but  on  the  whole  I concur  with  Mr.  O’Leary  and  others 
that  it  would  be  the  safer  thing  at  present  to  take  the 
pier  with  all  its  infirmities,  and  it  is  especially  neces- 
sary to  do  so  for  reasons  that  it  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  mention  here  now. 

77.  Of  course  it  must  be  a great  advantage  to  the 
town  to  have  a pier  there  ? — Yes ; what  has  made  me 
change  my  opinion  is  that  I think  the  mercantile  men 


who  have  an  interest  in  the  trade  will  see  that  it  is 
always  kept  in  proper  order  j and  in  that  way  the  town 
will  derive  considerable  benefit  from  it.  At  present 
they  have  been  considerably  hampered  by  the  way  in 
which  it  has  been  kept.  Perhaps  you  may  not  1* 
aware  of  it,  so  I may  mention  the  fact  that  we  have 
men  here  who  are  very  largely  engaged  in  the  com 
trade,  some  of  whom  I see  around  me  now,  so  that  the 
interest  in  that  pier  and  the  traffic  on  it  in  merchan- 
dise are  really  very  considerable. 

78.  At  present  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Jury  1 
— Yes;  and  very  badly  managed  it  is — that  is  about 
the  worst,  I should  say.  You  will  please  take  me  as 
being  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the. 
town  if  the  pier  was  included  iu  the  boundary,  as  I 
have  changed  my  opinion  on  the  subject. 


Mr.  W.  B.  Leslie  examined. 


79.  You  are  an  old  inhabitant  of  the  town? — I 
am. 

80.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  present  municipal 
boundary  is  too  limited  ? — I think  it  would  be  benefi- 
cial to  the  district  to  have  more  of  the -land  embraced 
within  the  boundary. 

81.  Allow  me  to  show  you  on  the  map  what  the 
Commissioners  propose.  (Having  pointed  out  on  the 
map  the  boundary  as  proposed) — Are  you  in  favour  of 
that? — I do  not  see  the  slightest  objection  to  that. 
The  impression  of  the  people  is  that  in  the  way  of 
trade  we  are  very  young,  and  that  we  do  not  quite 


understand  the  importance  of  economy.  When  we  kve 
a larger  area  the  people  think  we  will  be  less  econo- 
mical ; but  I hope  we  are  outgrowing  that,  and  that 
we  will  learn  in  time  that  economy  is  money. 

82.  In  your  opinion,  would  it  be  for  the  advantage 
of  the  town  to  have  the  area  included  in  the  way  I 
have  shown  you  on  the  map  ? — I think  it  would. 

S3.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  town  should  have 
the  pier,  and  that  the  town  should  have  the  manage- 
ment of  the  pier  and  the  roads,  <fcc.  ? — Yes ; and  I 
think  the  island  should  also  be  included. 


Mr.  Wright  re-examined. 


84.  I believe  you  wish  to  add  something  to  your 
evidence? — Yes ; I wish  to  say  that  I gave  that  ques- 
tion of  the  island  veiy  anxious  consideration.  We  ac- 
tually derive  enormous  advantages  from  it.  It  is  the 
depot  of  sand  for  the  whole  country  round,  and  though 
we  have  paid,  and  pay,  something  for  the  roads  to  it, 
they  are  made  for  our  advantage,  and  for  that  of  the 
people  living  in  Dunmanway,  Ballineen,  and  Innis- 
keen,  and  the  country  in  that  direction  ; so  that  we 
derive  enormous  benefits  from  it ; and  as  to  including 


it  because  we  would  have  to  consider  the  question  of 
taxation  for  it,  I am  perfectly  satisfied  that  if  there 
is  not  the  grossest  mismanagement  the  taxation  will 
always  he  nil.  I am  sure  of  that,  unless  there  is  the 
grossest  perversion  of  and  the  grossest  profligacy  in  the 
use  of  public  money. 

85.  Do  you  then  consider  that  the  island  should  he 
taken  in  and  comprised  within  the  municipal  area? — 
No. 


Mr.  O’Leart  re-examined. 


86.  Do  the  Town  Commissioners  desire  to  have  the 
island  in  the  municipal  area? — No. 

87.  The  Commissioner. — Is  there  any  other  gentle- 


man who  would  wish  to  give  me  his  views  of  the 
matter  ? — 

88.  Mr.  Wright. — I think  now,  sir,  you  have  the 
opinion  of  the  Commissioners  as  well  as  the  public. 
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QUEENSTOWN — JANUARY  9th,  1879. 

Before  Messrs.  Exham,  q.c.  (Chairman),  and  O’Brien. 

Mr.  James  Wm.  Scott,  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  examined. 


Qceewstows. 


1.  How  long  have  you  been  a member  of  the  Board  ? 
Five  years,  I think. 

2.  What  is  the  present  area  of  the  township! — 
529a.  3r.  32r. 

3.  And  what  is  the  valuation  ? — £19,232. 

4!  And  the  number  of  burgesses  or  ratepayers  ? — 
The  number  of  voters  is  400. 

f>.  You  are  under  a special  Act  of  your  own? — 
Yes. 

6.  Are  you  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? — 
Yes  we  have  the  Queenstown  Improvement  Act  of 
1862,  which  incorporates  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act  as  well.  We  have  an  Act  which  enables  us  to 
transfer  the  Grand  Jury  powers  to  ourselves. 

7.  Mr.  O’Brien. — What  is  the  title  of  that  Act  ? — 
The  Queenstown  Improvement  Act  of  1862. 

8.  Chairman. — Within  that  area  how  much  arable 
land  is  there — I mean  as  contradistinguished  from 
houses  within  the  entire  municipal  area?— Within 
the  township  ? 

9.  Yes ; arable  land  as  distinguished  from  houses  ? 
—There  is  arable  land  to  the  value  of  only  £600. 

10.  Is  the  arable  land  under  your  Acts,  or  do  you 
tax  that  at  only  one-fourth  of  the  valuation  ? — Yes. 

11.  Mr.  O’Brien. — That  is  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act  ? — Yes. 

12.  But  do  you  tax  in  the  full  amount  for  the  road 
rate? — No. 

13.  You  see  the  Act  says  (this  is  the  8th  sec- 
tion) : — ..... 

“ It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Commissioners,  in  addition  to 
the  rates  which  by  law  they  are  authorized  to  make,  to 
Jew  an  equal  rate,  which  shall  be  called  the  Queenstown 
ISoaci  rate  ” ? 

Yes. 

14.  And  the  9th  section  goes  on  to  say  : — 

“The  said  road  rate  shall,  in  all  respects,  be  assessed, 
levied,  or  recovered,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  incidents, 
exemptions,  remedies,  and  appeal,  and  otherwise,  as  the 
Public  rate  which  the  Commissioners  now  levy  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  1854  ” ? 

Yes. 

15.  You  see  the  expression  equal  rating  as  dis- 
tinguished from  a rating  of  one-fourth? — The  whole 
tiling  only  amounts  to  a valuation  of  £600,  and  it  is 
a very  small  item.  We  did  not  alter  the  rating  when 
we  got  our  Act. 

16.  Chairman. — It  seems  that  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners did  not  think  it  expedient  to  have  any  altera- 
tion in  tlie  existing  boundary  ? — That  was  the  feeling 
of  the  Commissioners. 

17.  How  far  do  the  present  boundaries  extend  on 
the  west? — If  you  have  the  map  there  yon  will  see — 
from  Kitchen  Cove  to  Monkstown  Ferry,  including 
Riuhbrook. 

18.  Now,  looking  at  this  map— do  you  not  think 
that  the  houses  that  are  to  the  north,  that  is,  out  by 
Ballynoe  House,  Hawthorn  Cottage,  and  llose  Cot- 
tage, derive  great  advantages  from  their  proximity  to 
the  town? — Yes,  I do. 

19.  Do  they  not  very  largely  use  the  roads  of  the 
township? — Yes. 

20.  And  the  markets,  churches,  schools,  and  in  fact 
everything  in  the  town? — Yes. 

21.  And  tell  me,  then,  on  what  principle  you  think 
the  line  should  take  in — should  he  so  drawn  as  to 
fake  in  Ringmeen  and  Courty  on  the  west,  and  leave 
out  such  a place  as  Hawthorn  Cottage,  and  not  go  up 
as  far  as  Carrigaloe? — Personally,  I am  of  opinion 
that  it  would  he  of  advantage  to  the  Commissioners 
to  take  in  the  piece  of  land  there,  adjoining  our  present 
boundary,  and  go  up  to  Carrigaloe. 

22.  Would  you  say  from  the  top  of  Ringnacoltig,  or 
immediately  beyond  Rose  Cottage  ? — 1 would  take  in 


all  those.  From  the  townlaud  of  Ringnacoltig  I 
would  take  from  Mr.  Hardy's  house,  and  go  by  a line 
to  beyond  the  works  that  Mr.  Cummins  has  erected 
close  to  Carrigaloe. 

23.  Why  would  you  even  stop  there— do  not  the 
Carrigaloe  people  derive  substantial  advantages  from 
the  town  ? — Yes  ; but  the  taking  in  of  Carrigaloe 
would  put  on  so  much  road,  and  it  would  not  confer 
much  benefit  on  the  town,  but  would  add  to  the  ex- 
penses considerably. 

24.  Mr.  O’Brien. — How  far  does  it  extend  east  and 
west  from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — Little  more  than 
a mile  at  each  side. 

25.  And  to  the  north  how  much  does  the  area  ex- 
tend ? — About  a thud  of  a mile ; hardly  a third. 

26.  Now,  are  there  not  a large  number  of  inhabited 
houses,  and  a large  quantity  of  land,  within  a radius 
of  a mile,  extending  northward,  as  well  as  east  and 
west  ? — No,  not  much ; very  few  houses.  There  are 
only  about  six  houses  built  there  within  the  last 
twenty  years. 

27.  Supposing  the  radius  were  extended  a mile 
north  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  can  you  give  how 
many  inhabited  houses  would  be  within  it? — About 
forty. 

2S.  Are  these  generally  farm  houses? — All  but  six. 

29.  Do  not  the  occupiers  of  all  these  houses  derive 
considerable  advantages,  and  are  not  their  lands  en- 
hanced in  value  by  the  fact  that  they  have  a market 
town  like  Queenstown  in  their  vicinity? — Well,  I 
don’t  think  so. 

30.  Do  they  not  dispose  of  their  produce  in  Queens- 
town ? — Well,  yes,  they  do  milk  ; but  anything  but 
that  is  sent  to  the  Midleton  and  Cork  markets. 

31.  Do  they  send  their  butter  and  corn  and  other 
produce  to  Cork  and  Midleton  ? — Yes. 

32.  But  they  do  dispose  of  some  produce  here  ? — 
Yes. 

33.  And  when  they  resort  here  for  the  disposiug  of 
that  produce,  they  derive  certain  advantages  from  the 
lighting  and  so  on  ? — Yes. 

34.  And  at  present  they  contribute  nothing  to  it  1 

—No.  , . , 

35.  Does  the  present  boundary  cut  townlands  ? — 
Yes,  it  does. 

36.  How  many  townlands,  and  parts  of  townlands, 
are  divided  by  the  municipal  boundary  ? — They  are  all 

37.  Chairman. — How  many  townlands  have  you, 

or  parts  of  townlands  ? — Six.  _ 

38.  Are  they  all  in  the  electoral  division  ?— 1 es. 

39!  Wbat  is  the  area  of  the  electoral  division  of 

Queenstown  ? — I do  not  know. 

40.  Do  you  know  how  many  townlands  are  in  it? 
Ho. 

41.  How  far  does  it  extend?— It  comprehends  the 

whole  island.  , . . 

42  And  how  far  would  you  take  the  remotest  part 
of  the  electoral  division  to  be  from  the  centre  of  the 
town? — About  two  miles  or  more. 

43  In  what  direction  ? — Due  north. 

' 44’  And  how  far  to  the  east  I— About  five  miles. 

45.  And  to  the  west  ?— About  two  and  a half  miles 

-tnu  yon  consider  the  electoral  division  of 
Queenstown  would  constitute  a fair  municipal  distoct  ? 
_I  think  it  would  be  too  large  ; it  is  the  whole  island. 

47.  Would  you  be  prepared  to  say  what  would  be  a 
fair  radius  or  area  to  select  ? — I should  say  that  Tea 
road  ” would  he  a very  good  one  From  our  extreme 
eastern  boundary  it  comes  in  rather  a circular  road  tdl 
it  comes  to  the  west,  and  it  includes  those  houses  that 
have  been  spoken  of. 
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Qceeksto-wn.  48.  That  would  comprehend  a radius  from  the  centre 
Jan.  9,  ms.  of  the  town  of  about  a mile? — Yes. 

t — w 49.  Chairman. — But  if  you  wanted  to  take  in 

Scott.amCS  V’  Carrigaloe,  it  would  be  left  out  by  that  boundary  ?— 
Yes  ; but  there  are  few  houses  there. 

50.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Is  there  not  a village  there  ? — 
There  are  only  very  few  little  houses. 

51.  Chairman. — There  is  Anne  Brook  up  there  ? — 
Yes. 

52.  Whose  place  is  that  ? — Mr.  Ronayne’s. 

53.  And  is  not  that  a fine  place? — Yes,  it  is. 

54.  Well,  does  not  that  house  derive  a very  great 
deal  of  advantage  from  its  position  in  regard  to  the 
town  ? — Yes. 

55.  And  there  is  Ballydooly  House  ? — Yes. 

56.  Does  not  that  derive  advantages  from  its  posi- 
tion in  respect  of  the  town  and  the  road? — Yes. 

57.  Mr.  O’Brien. — The  “Tea”  line  you  mention 
would  not  absorb  the  whole  electoral  division  ? — No, 
nor  half  of  it. 

58.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  electoral  division  ? 
— It  is  £ 2 8,000. 

59.  And  of  the  township  itself  ? — The  township  is 
£19,000  of  that. 

60.  And  what  is  the  area  of  it  ? — I do  not  exactly 
know. 

61.  Now,  do  the  children  of  parents  residing  there 
within  that  “ Tea”  line,  or  outside  it,  and  not  at  pre- 
sent included  in  the  municipal  district,  derive  advan- 
tages from  the  schools  of  the  town,  and  so  on? — Yes  ; 
they  do  come  to  school  in  the  town. 

62.  Now,  above  the  “ Tea"  line,  immediately  north 
of  it,  are  there  not  inhabited  houses  that  derive  ad- 
vantages from  their  proximity  to  the  town,  and  having 
its  schools,  and  so  on  ? — Well,  there  are  not  many. 

63.  But  the  electoral  division  would  not  in  any 
direction  carry  you  a radius  of  much  more  than  two 
and  a half  miles  ? — No. 

64.  Chairman. — But  just  outside  that  “ Tea  ” line, 
when  you  go  beyond  say  a quarter  of  a mile,  are  there 
not  several  houses? — Yes. 

65.  And  don’t  the  gentlemen  who  live  in  these 
houses  derive  enormous  benefit  from  the  town  of 
Queenstown  ? — They  do  derive  benefit. 

66.  Mr.  O’Brien. — The  Parliamentary  Committee 
expressed  a decided  opinion  in  favour  of  having  muni- 
cipal areas  and  electoral  divisions  conterminous,  and 
wherever  the  Commissioners  find  that  they  have  to 
recommend  anything  at  variance  with  that,  strong 
reasons  must  be  shown  for  doing  so.  I therefore  wish 
to  know  from  you,  to  elicit  your  view  as  to  whether 
there  is  any  valid  objection  to  adopt  here  the  electoral 
division  in  its  entirety  ? — The  objection  we  would 
have  is  this,  that  it  would  bring  in  an  enormously  in- 
creased responsibility.  What  I mean  is  this.  The 
township  is  valued  at  £19,000,  and  the  entire  rest  of 
the  electoral  division  at  only  £9,000 ; and  there  is  an 
enormous  amount  of  roads  to  be  kept  in  order,  and 
besides  that,  by  the  Act  of  Parliament,  we  would 
have  to  light  and  watch  those  places.  Even  with  the 
“Tea”  line,  that  would  appear  to  be  the  natural 
boundary,  running  through  the  centre  of  the  Island  ; 
even  with  that  line,  we  have  been  making  up  a rou°h 
estimate  that  it  would  bring  in  six  moles  of  roads 
more,  and  the  result,  if  we  were  obliged  to  light  and 
watch  it,  in  even  the  most  economical  manner  possible, 
as  we  have  been  able  to  make  it  out,  there  would  be  a 
loss  of  about  £150  a year,  by  our  taking  that  as  the 
boundary.  I am  expressing  my  individual  opinion 
that  I would  be  glad  to  take  in  the  western  boundary, 
not  as  far  as  Carrigaloe,  but  taking  in  Mr.  Cummin’s 
place. 

67.  Would  you  do  the  same  as  to  the  east,  taking 
in  Cuskinny  and  the  gentlemen’s  houses  and  seats 
just  on  the  borders  of  the  harbour  ? — No ; I think 
that  would  be  very  costly. 

68.  The  lighting  would  be  costly?— res,  and  the 
roads,  keeping  them  in-repair.  • • 

69;  Chairman.— -Have  you  considered  the  question 
in  this  light — supposing  you  are  not  right  in  your 


reading  of  the  Act  of  Parliament — that  an  « 
rate  ” means  one-fourth,  but  that  you  are  authoX 
to  charge  them  the  full  rate,  so  far  as  roads  I 
all  are  concerned,  would  that  alter  your  view  ?— K 
I don’t  think  it  would.  With  reference  to  the  wester/ 
end,  I may  tell  you  that  at  the  present  moment  plan1 
are  being  prepared  for  a road,  to  take  a lower  lev,.] 
than  the  present,  which  is  on  a tremendous  hill  • ami 
if  we  were  to  take  that  into  our  township  it  -^0ul!l 
throw  a tremendous  onus  on  the  town  in  the  shape  of 
compensation.  1 

70.  Mr.  O’Brien.— But  if  you  had  the  control 
transferred  to  you,  would  you  not  have  the  power  to 
do  the  work  more  economically,  or  at  least  as  economi 
cally,  if  you  had  tlio  power  to  assess  arable  lands  in 

the  full  amount  instead  of  one-fourth  ? Yes,  as  far  as 

the  money  is  concerned,  but  we  could  not  have  the 
same  radius  to  tax.  For  instance,  the  bridges  would 
have  to  be  made  by  us,  which  are  paid  by  two-thirds 
of  the  county  at  huge. 

71.  In  speaking  of  this  extension,  do  you  assume 

that  it  is  necessary  to  extend  the  lamps  and  li^htin  - 
in  the  direction  mentioned  ? — Yes.  a 

72.  But  if  it  were  understood  you  were  not  to  have 
the  lamps  in  every  point  ? — That  would,  of  course  1 
a different  thing,  but  then  there  is  the  making  of  tin* 
x’oads. 


73.  Now,  except  that  extension  to  Mr.  French’;', 
could  not  all  the  roads  within  the  “Tea  ” boundary  1»* 
maintained  as  efficiently  by  the  town  body  as  the 
Grand  Jury? — Yes. 

74.  It  was  in  ’62  that  you  obtained  the  transfer  of 
the  reads  from  the  county  ? — Yes. 

75.  Chairman. — Has  your  experience  been  favour- 
able in  getting  the  work  done  more  economically  than 
under  the  old  system  ? — It  is  more  costly,  but  I thiul.- 
the  reads  are  better  kept  than  originally. 

76.  You  do  more  work  ? — Yes. 

77.  You  are  the  sanitary  authority  ? — Yes. 

78.  What  are  the  rates  at  present — the  municipal 
rates? — Two  ten  penny  rates  in  the  year,  one  an  im- 
provement, the  other  a read  rate. 

79.  They  are  levied  separately  ? — Yes. 

80.  Have  you  any  source  of  income  but  those  rates  ? 
— We  have  the  dog  tax,  £19  a year;  Government 
property,  £18;  Petty  Sessions  Fines,  £25;  and  out 
of  the  market  there  is  a profit  of  about  £20  a year. 

81.  What  do  the  rates  produce? — £1,600. 

82.  And  what  does  your  annual  expenditure  aver- 
age?— Well,  it  averages  more  than  that,  because  we 
had  to  borrow  money ; we  have  made  wonderful  im- 
provements in  the  town — we  flagged  and  seweraged  it. 

83.  Was  that  in  recent  years  ? — Fes. 

84.  What  does  your  expenditure  amount  to  ? — Ye 
have  just  got  two  new  loans;  we  have  not  felttLe 
burthen  of  our  interest. 

85.  Will  the  rates  be  enough  for  all? — We  lioje 

not  to  require  to  increase  the  rates.  . . . 

86.  Tour  rates  go  up  to  la.  1 — Yes. 

87.  What  were  the  works. — were  they  all  drainage  ? 
— The  sewers  are  nearly  completed,  and  we  flagged 
and  put  down  permanent  improvements,  and  contem- 
plate spending  £2,000  more. 

88.  What  was  the  cost  of  the  drainage  scheme 
altogether  ?— £3,000  has  already  been-  expended. 

89.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Is  there  any.additional.sanitary 
work  to  he  executed? 

90.  Have  you  a scheme  of  water  supply  under  con- 
sideration ? — Yes. 

91.  And  is  it  much  needed  in  Queenstown? — We 
consider  that  it  is. 

92.  Have  you  had  estimates  prepared  as  to  the  cost 
of  such  a scheme  ? — Yes. 

93.  And  what  is  the  cost  estimated  to  be? — The 
rough  estimate,  including  compensation  (passing 
through  property  for  a distance  of  eight  miles),  is 
£22,000 — that  was  the  estimate,  hut  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  writing,  to- .us  considered  it 
would  cost  a great  deal  more,  that  that1  figure  mas 
very  much  under  what  the  actual  cost  would  be. 
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94  What  was  it  supposed  more  likely  to  cost? — 

Well  I myself  think  it  will  be  more  likely  to  reach 
£35  000 ; but  you  must  only  take  my  opinion  as  an 
individual  expression.  . , . . 

95  That  will  involve  a considerable  charge  on  the 

township? — Yes.  . . . . 

96  If  that  scheme  is  carried  out,  the  advantages 
will  extend  in  a greater  or  less  degree  to  beyond  the 
existing  area  ? — I don’t  know  that  they  would. 

97  Would  not  all  the  persons  who  resort  here — those 
who  come  to  the  markets,  and  the  children  who  come 
to  the  schools — would  they  not  all  be  benefited  by  such 
an  improved  scheme  of  water  supply  ?— Well,  I don’t 
tnow  that  they  would  much. 

98.  ‘Would  the  supply  under  that  scheme  be  a great 
advantage? — No  doubt  it  would  be  a great  advantage 
to  the  town  itself. 

99.  Would  it  not  very  much  improve  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  town?— Yes,  it  would. 

100.  And  would  not  the  effects  of  any  such  improve- 
ment in  the  sanitary  condition  of  Queenstown  radiate 
—would  it  not  be  felt  beyond  the  town  boundary,  by 
bavin"  the  town  protected  in  that  way  from  visitations 
of  epidemic,  by  an  improved  sewage  system  and  water 

supply  ? Well,  yes  ; the  town  being  built  upon  the 

side  of  a hill,  the  sewage  is  as  good  as  any  in  the  world ; 
we  stand  first  in  the  United  Kingdom  as  far  as  our 
sanitary  condition  is  concerned.  Our  sewage  is  almost 
complete. 

101.  This  improved  water  supply — would  it  not 
enable  you  to  keep  the  town  in  a good  sanitary  condi- 
tion?— Yes. 

102.  And  would  not  that  good  sanitary  condition 
confer  advantages  upon  those  who  would  resort  to  the 
town? — Yes. 

103.  Would  it  not  form  a heavy  charge  upon  the 
existing  township  ? — Yes. 

104.  Under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  owners  of 
arable  land,  as  you  are  aware,  are  only  rateable  at  one- 
fourth  of  the  valuation — do  you  think  that  is  a fair  re- 
presentation of  the  advantages  they  derive? — Well, 
their  valuation  is  so  very  small. 

105.  Yes,  but  do  you  consider  that  paying  one- 
fourth  (if  owners  of  houses  in  the  town  pay  Is.  and 
they  pay  3d.)  is  fair  ? — No,  I do  not  think  it  is  enough. 
I think  one-third  would  be  more  fair. 

106.  Would  you  consider  it  not  unreasonable — in 
view  of  the  outlay  and  the  advantages  which  the  im- 
provement to  the  town  will  extend  to  those  outside — 
that  an  extension  should  be  made  such  as  that  compre- 
hended in  the  “ Tea”  line  ? — I don’t  think  that  would 
be  unreasonable,  but  the  value  of  what  you  would  get 
in  would  be  very  small. 

107.  What  would  you  get  in?— The  valuation  of 
that  portion  of  the  district  south  of  the  “ Tea  ” line  or 
road,  which  would  take  in  ten  townlands  or  portions  of 
ten  townlands,  would  be  £1,952  extra,  and  1,091 
acreage. 

108.  Chairman. — That  would  cut  how  many  town- 
lands  ? — Ten. 

109.  Mr.  O’Brien. — But  if  you  brought  in  the  elec- 
toral division,  what  would  be  the  addition  in  the  valua- 
tion ? — That  would  be  only  £9,000  more  than  the  pre- 
sent. 


order  as  the  Grand  Jury  ? — Well,  the  people  are  not 
satisfied  with  the  way  the  roads  are  kept  at  present, 
and  they  would  expect  us  to  do  more  for  them.  One 
item  alone  we  would  have  to  make  in  frequented  parts, 
footpaths. 

116.  Cn airman. — Are  you  not  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  undesirable  to  cut  townlands  in  two  ? — They 
are  cut  already. 

117.  I know  that;  I see  they  are,  and  one  thing 
that  we  are  to  endeavour  to  do  in  these  inquiries,  is  to 
adhere  to  a well  defined  boundary,  as  much  as  possible. 
'Would  it  not  be  possible,  taking,  say  a radius  of  a mile, 
or  a little  more,  from  the  centre  of  the  town  to  the 
east  and  west,  would  it  not  be  possible  going  about  a 
mile  to  the  east,  or  a mile  and  a half,  and  a mile  and 
a half  to  the  west,  and  a mile  or  a little  more  to  the 
north,  and  not  dealing  with  that  road  at  all,  but  to 
follow  townland  boundaries,  that  would  take  in  Anne- 
brook,  Harbourview,  Ballydooly  House,  and  so  on? 
— The  six  miles  of  road  taken  in  by  the  “ Tea”  road 
would  involve  an  expenditure  to  keep  them  in  order 
of  £180. 


118.  But  at  present  they  are  kept  by  the  county  at 
Is.  in  the  £ ? — They  are  not  kept  up  at  all.  One  path 
alone  would  cost  an  enormous  sum. 

119.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Then  the  county  has  not  done 
what  is  required  to  be  done  ? — No. 

120.  So  that  from  that  view  of  it  you  would  get 
works  to  do  which  are  not  now  done,  and  which  are 
required? — Yes. 

121.  And  these  are  accommodations  the  public  stand 
in  need  of  ? — Yes. 

122.  In  what  barony  is  the  place  you  more  parti- 
cularly allude  to  ? — In  Ballymore. 

123.  Chairman. — Now  passing  from  that  proposed 
line,  could  you  not  strike  out  a townland  boundary 
bringing  in,  say  a quarter  of  a mile  more  on  the  north, 
extending  it  round  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  a couple 
of  miles  to  the  west  and  to  the  east,  and  taking  in 
those  gentlemen’s  seats  which  really  derive  advantages 
from  the  town?— Yes,  but  the  result  would  be_  to  place 
an  immense  amount  of  cost  on  the  township.  We 


went  into  figures,  and,  especially  to  the  eastward,  with 
the  contemplated  improvements  there,  it  would  indeed 
with  or  without  them  place  an  increased  expense  on 
the  township  and  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

124.  On  what  principle  then  do  you  cany  the  ex- 
tension to  the  westward  ?— Because  there  is  very  valu- 
able building  ground  there,  and  several  houses  are 
built  on  it  already,  and  there  is  a valuable  foreshore, 
and  every  house  would  pay  for  the  lighting. 

125.  Why  not  take  in  Cuskinnv  ?— Well,  tne  ex- 
pense of  taking  Cuskinny  in  would  be  enormous.  We 
are  different  from  any  place  else,  with  the  sea  m front 
and  partly  to  the  west,  so  we  have  no  extension  there. 

126.  What  is  the  county  cess?— It  is  Is.  8 d.  m the 
pound.  That  is  8 d.  in  the  county  at  large  charges. 

127  Your  opinion,  I take  it,  is  that  you  could  not 
possibly  take  in  the  roads  in  any  district  to  be  brought 
in  except  at  a loss  ?— Yes. 

128.  As  a board  is  that  the  opinion  entertained  by 
the  Commissioners? — Well,  we  are  against  extending 
the  district ; as  a board  we  consider  it  would  to  an 
+n  take  them  in— that  in  fact  they  would  cost 


Qitxsstowx. 
Jan.  1',  1S79. 

Mr.  James  W. 
Scott. 


110.  Chairman. — How  many  miles  of  road  would 
that  give  you  ? — Twenty  or  thirty  miles  of  road. 

111.  And  the  price  brought  in  by  the  “ Tea  ” road? — 
There  would  be  brought  in  six  miles  of  road ; that 
would  cost  £180  a year  to  keep  in  order,  and  if  lamps 
are  put  there,  £105  more,  or  a total  of  £285. 

112.  But  as  regards  the  whole  electoral  division, 
taking  in  the  whole  island,  would  you  consider  that 
too  large  for  the  municipal  district  ? — I consider  that 
it  would  utterly  swamp  us. 

113.  That  is  assuming  you  were  expected  to  light  it 
all  ? — Or  watch  it  and  keep  the  roads  in  order. 

114.  You  thin  ir  it  would  be  inadvisable  to  have  even 
the  roads  ? — I do.  I think  it  would  be  decidedly  dis- 
advantageous. 

115.  Would  you  not  keep  them  as  economically  in 


ore  than  we  receive.  . . 

129.  Mr.  O’Brien.— And  you  prefer  remaining  as 

’isO*  Andtlie  onlv  change  yon  would  be  in  favour 
' making  would  be  to  go  a little  further  to  the  west, 
think  1— Yes,  that  is  my  individual  oi»“0^  . 

131.  And  you  think  if  the  entire  elector^  divunoii 
ere  mien  it  would  be  too  much  for  you  to  nndertikel 

"?325You  don't  form  so  stroi^  am  objectim  to  the 
Tea"  line  as  to  the  eltotoral  dinmont- 
it  it  would  impose  an  increased  burden  of  £150 
year  on  ns,  hut  if  yon  take  od  the  hghto&tf  £>0. 
133.  Well,  assuming  yon  were  not  expected  to  tot 
md  the  lighting  to  all  the  rural  temtory  would  yon 
i in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  that  Tea  boundary!— 
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Quzeustow.n.  Well,  even  taking  off  the  lighting,  it  would  be,  as  I 
Jan.  9, 1879.  say,  aji  increase  of  £50. 

— 134.  Well,  in  that  calculation  do  you  assume  the 

8Vott.ame9  work  would  be  better  done  1— Yes. 

135.  And  would  not  the  advantage  be  commensu- 
rate with  the  increased  expense? — Yes,  that  is  very 
true,  but  we  would  be  the  people  who  would  have  to 
pay  for  it,  and  hence  the  change  would  be  no  great 
advantage  to  us. 

136.  How  many  Town  Commissioners  are  therein 
Queenstown  on  the  Board? — Fifteen. 

137.  And  how  many  persons  eligible  for  the  office? 
— One  hundred  and  fifty. 

138.  If  the  “Tea”  line  were  adopted  as  a boundary, 
would  it  add  very  much  to  the  number  of  persons  who 
would  be  eligible? — No. 

139.  Chairman. — In  fact,  it  seems  to  me  that  yon 


would  want  to  take  in  what  will  bring  you  in  m 
without  laying  out  a shilling  ?— That  °ia  precisely  tK? 
feeling.  We  only  want  to  take  in  what  will  Jy 
way,  and  we  do  not  want  to  swamp  ourselves  wifchtlT 
onus  of  country  regions.  ™e 

140.  3£r.  O’Brien.  How  mmy  Com**,.,, 
were  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  at 
which  the  subject  was  discussed? — Thirteen  out  „f 
fifteen. 

141.  Were  they  unanimous  ? — Yes. 


142.  If  you  increase  the  boundary  at  one  side  it 
seems  somewhat  absurd  not  to  do  so  at  the  other  I— 
That  is  one  of  the  reasons  the  Commissioners  after 
weighing  all  the  facts,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  better  for  them  to  remain  as  they  were. 

143.  Is  the  Fever  Hospital  outside  the  present 
boundary  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  Edmund  Farrell  examined. 


144.  Chairman. — You  are  a member  of  the  Town 
Commissioners  ? — I am. 

145.  What  is  your  view  with  regard  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  town  boundary  ? — Well,  I go  for  the  whole 
island.  I am  for  taking  in  the  whole  electoral  division 
of  Queenstown,  provided  we  are  not  to  watch  and  light 
it.  My  first  reason  for  holding  this  is,  that  the  whole 
island  outside  the  present  municipal  boundary  derives 
advantages  from  being  near  so  good  a market  as  Queens- 
town, so  much  so,  indeed,  that  in  some  cases  the  land- 
lords want  to  double  the  rents — my  landlord  wishes  to 
double  mine. 


146.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Are  you  willing  to  give  it  ? — 
No,  I object.  My  second  reason  is,  that  all  the  guar- 
dians of  this  division  are  within  the  township,  and  I 
need  not  tell  you  that  their  interests  are,  and  will  be, 
more  in  the  town  than  outside.  The  third  reason  is, 
that  the  eesspayers  who  are  elected  every  half-year  are 
principally  from  the  town,  and  seldom  or  never  attend, 
inasmuch  as  they  have  no  interest  outside  the  town  ; 
therefore,  the  badness  of  the  roads  was  a question  they 
don  t go  much  or  at  all  into  ; it  does  not  affect  or 
interest  them  much.  The  County  Surveyor,  I under- 
stand, goes  about  twice  a year  over  the  roads,  but 
seldom  more.  Another  reason  is,  I have  taken  from 
some  of  the  returns  of  the  Grand  J my  information 
regarding  the  quantity  of  roads,  and  what  we  pay  at 
present  for  them,  outside  the  present  limits  particu- 
larly. I have^  taken  about  one-half  of  those  roads,  or 
about  eight  miles,  and,  assuming  the  rest  to  be  simi- 
larly circumstanced, _ the  cost  at  present,  outside  the 
.town  bounds,  is  £150  a year,  and  the  amount  levied 
on  it  is  about  Is.  8c?.  in  the  pound — 8 d.  for  the  county- 
. at-large  and  Is.  for  the  barony,  which  would  amount 
to  £450,  leaving  a clear  profit  of  £300  to  pay  for  the 
improvement  of  the  roads  and  footpaths  and  every- 
thing else,  assuming  we  only  paid  the  present  rates. 

147.  Chairman. — That  is  of  the  portion  at  present 
excluded  1— Yes.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  cost  of 
keeping  the  roads  and  footpaths  would  be  more  in  the 
town  than  in  the  county.  I admit  it  would  be,  but  I 
have  here  a return  of  the  cost  of  the  different  years, 
and  I say  that  from  the  time  that  our  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act  was  obtained  in  ’62  the  cost  of  the  roads  in 
the  returns  then  was  just  a little  under  £4  000  It  - 
was,  m point  of  fact,  £3,999,  and  if  we  take  the  pre- 
sent year,  or  the  date  at  which  this  was  got,  the  same 
amount  would  be  £5,000,  showing  clearly  that,  as 
there  was  an  increase  then,  we  would  have  an  increase 
now.  I may  tell  you  I would  be  very  sorry,  having  the 
interest  of  the  town  at  heart,  to  take  in  the  whole 
ekctoral  division,  if  we  were  to  light  it  and  watch  it. 

. — And  you  don’t  consider  there 

is  a necessity  for  lighting  and  watching  ?— -No 

149  Chairstan.  "Well,  thera  would  be  just  this 
difficulty — the  roads  outside  at  present  pay  the  full  Is 
in  the  pound? — Yes. 

150.  Then,  suppose  they  are  brought  in,  the 
owners  of  the  agricultural  land,  who  pay  on  then- 
valuation  Is.  towards  the  rates,  would,  if  brought  into 


the  borough,  only  pay  one-fourth  1—' The  road  rate,  I 
think,  should  be  the  same,  and  the  improvement  rate 
pay  the  one-fourth. 

151.  And  that  being  so,  what  do  you  say  as  to  the 
roads  within  the  borough— do  you  think  the  owners 
of  agricultural  land  should  get  off  by  paying  only  oue- 
fourth  ? — I do  not. 

152.  Would  you  say  the  lands  outside  should  pay 
the  same  proportion  of  improvement  rate  as  those  in- 
side ? — Yes,  because  the  difference — that  is,  the  near- 
ness of  one  to  the  other — is  a matter  of  nothing. 

153.  Mr.  O’Brien. — And  as  to  their  not  getting 
light,  is  not  the  fact  of  their  only  paying  one-fourth  a 
fair  answer  to  that  objection? — Yes. 

1 54.  They  can’t  get  all  the  advantages  when  they 
only  pay  one-fourth  ? — Yes. 

155.  Do  you  think  one-fourth  represents  fairly  the 
indirect  advantages  they  derive  from  their  proximity 
to  the  town  ? — Yes,  I think  so,  if  they  paid  their  full 
share  of  the  road  rate. 

156.  And  as  regards  the  others,  you  don’t  think 
there  should  be  any  change  in  the  one-fourth,  believing 
it  is  a fair  assessment  ? — Yes. 

157.  You  would  not  have  to  light  it — you  hold 
that  you  should  not  ho  asked  to  do  that  ? — Yes. 

158.  But  without  that,  and  as  compensation  for 
any  indirect  advantages  derived,  you  think  one-fourth 
fan-?— Yes. 

159.  According  to  the  computation  you  have  made, 
there  would  he,  if  the  roads  were  placed  under  the 
control  of  the  Commissioners,  a profit  of  £300  a year  ? 
— Yes,  to  benefit  the  town  and  island. 

160.  You  have  hoard  the  suggestiou  as  to  the  “ Tea” 
line — do  you  consider  the  entire  electoral  division 
would  be  preferable? — I do. 

161.  You  heard  what  the  Chairman  said  about  the 
practical  difficulty  about  the  extension  to  Cuskinny  ? 
He  says,  in  effect,  that  if  that  were  comprehended, 
the  effect  would  be  to  include  about  £21,000  in 
making  this  road,  which  would  otherwise  be  provided 
for  by  the  Grand  Jury  out  of  county  rate? — I think 
he  may  make  his  mind  easy  as  to  that,  for  the  outside 
gentlemen  would  never  grant  that  amount.  I know 
that  very  well,  for  I was  looking  for  £80  for  improve- 
ment, and  could  not  get  it. 

162.  I understood  this  £20,000  was  compensation 
that  would  be  asked  for  ? — No,  that  is  a mistake;  no 
gentleman  asked  for  compensation.  That  was  with 
reference  to  the  supply  of  water. 

163.  Mr.  O’Brien. — What  is  the  length  of  this 
road  that  would  cost  this  money  ? — Six  or  eight  miles. 

Mr.  Scott. — There  are  two  schemes — the  one  pass- 
ing Cuskinny  is  to  adopt  the  present  road.  The 
scheme  for  that  will  not  cost  more  than  £4,000 ; but 
the  £22,000  is  to  make  a concrete  wall  down  to  East 
Ferry. 

164.  Do  you  think,  Mr.  Farrell,  that  the  sanitary 
arrangements  would  be  better  by  having  the  exten- 
sion to  the  whole  of  the  electoral  division  ? — I do. 

165.  And  more  economically?-  -Yes.  1 happen  to 
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poor  law  guardian,  and.  therefore,  speak  from 
^ nenee  I may  say  that  the  sanitary  business  is 
Sied  on  at  the  Board  after  the  principal  portion  of 
tl  city  "uardiaus  leave,  and  sometimes  it  has  to  be 
adiounied  from  want  of  a quorum,  and  sometimes  the 
whole  business  of  the  union  is  left  to  one  or  two 
members,  whereas  we  would  meet  here  every  Friday. 
^re  ]jave  two  doctors,  and  they  report  on  sanitary 

'r°16(3.  Then  I suppose,  at  present,  the  rest  of  the 
Sectoral  division  is  in  the  hands  of  the  sanitary 

^°167.^  Mr.  O'Brien. — Do  you  think  the  Town  Com- 
missioners would  administer  the  affairs  of  the  roads 
more  economically  than  it  is  done  by  the  Grand  Jury? 
just  as  economically,  but  better. 

168.  Now,  do  you  consider  that  the  inhabitants  of 

the  isiand  would  object  to  the  change?— Not  if  the 
advautases  of  it  were  properly  pointed  out  to  them, 
and  if  they  saw  that  their  interests  were  not  being 
interfered  with.  ... 

169.  Would  it  not  interfere  with  their  interests  to 
the  extent  of  one-fourtli  or  2 Id.  in  the  pound? — 
Quite  possibly. 

170.  Mr.  O'Brien. — But  would  not  their  objection 
be  unreasonable?— Yes  ; I am  one  of  them  myself. 

171.  Chairman. — You  think,  as  between  the  out- 
side farmer  and  the  inhabitant  of  the  town,  it  would 
be  unreasonable  of  him  to  object  ? — Yes. 

172.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Do  occupiers  of  land  outside 
the  municipal  boundary  send  in  their  produce,  and 
derive  the  advantage  of  having  a good  market  for  it  ? 
—Yes,  there  is  not  a district  from  east  to  west  that 
does  not  send  in  milk  and  com. 

173.  And  butter  and  eggs,  I suppose ? — Yes,  and 
poultry. 

174.  Chairman. — And  I suppose  they  come  in 
regularly  for  whatever  marketing  they  want?— Yes. 

175.  And  their  children  come  in  to  attend  the 
schools  here? — Yes,  they  do,  but  there  are  also  schools 
in  the  country. 


1<  6.  But  the  chief  ones  are  in  the  town  1 — Yes.  Qcee*stwk. 

177.  And  they  come  in  to  the  churches  l — Yes,  the  Jan.  s,  me, 

children  come  a long  distance  to  attend  the  schools.  — 

178.  Is  there  a Roman  Catholic  church  on  the  Mr  E Farre" 
island,  except  at  Queenstown  ? — Yes,  there  is  one  at 
Ballyuoe.  It  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  almost  a merev 

for  the  Town  Commissioners  to  have  the  roads  under 
them,  they  are  so  badly  kept. 

179.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Do  you  think  the  mixture  of 
the  rural  element  would  he  for  all  parties  beneficial? 

— It  would  not  be  the  slightest  harm.  There  are 
several  gentlemen  outside  would  be  eligible. 

180.  Do  you,  in  point  of  fact,  think  the  mixture  of 
the  rural  element  on  the  Board  would  have  a healthy 
effect  on  the  administration  of  local  affairs  ? — Yes. 

181.  Chairman. — Have  you  any  idea  how  many 
would  be  included  by  the  extension  you  propose  ?— 

There  would  be  about  2,000. 

182.  And  the  number  of  voters,  could  you  say? — 

I don’t  know  j probably  one-fourth. 

1S3.  Would  you  say  there  would  be  a hundred 
voters  ? — Yes. 

184.  As  I understand  your  proposal,  you  would 
just  adhere  to  the  present  bounds  of  the  town  as  to 
lighting,  and  cleansing,  and  watering  are  concerned  ? 

— Yes. 

185.  And  then  that  the  outlying  district  should  get 
the  roads  kept  up  as  they  ought  to  be  kept  by  the 
Commissioners,  and  no  more — no  lighting  or  water- 
ing?— No. 

186.  Mr.  O’Brien. — And  no  graduated  scale  of 
rating  for  county  purposes  ? — No. 

187.  Chairman. — And  you  would,  for  sanitary 
purposes,  give  them  the  same  advantages  as  they  get 
from  the  rural  sanitary  Board? — Yes. 

188.  And  you  think,  so  far  as  this  town  is  concerned, 
that  having  the  one  body  to  act  in  sanitary  matters 
would  make  a more  harmonious  and  useful  authority 
for  the  town  and  country? — Yes,  I do. 

189.  Have  you  any  farther  suggestions  to  make  ? — 

Nothing  further. 


189.  You  are  a Commissioner,  Mr.  Doran? — I am. 
The  principal  thing  I want  to  refer  to  is  to  the 
Chairman’s  statement  as  to  the  water  supply.  He 
says  it  would  cost  about  £35,000.  Now,  this  state- 
ment is  only  his  own  individual  opinion.  We  have 
had  the  estimates  for  tlio  work  made  by  two  competent 
engineers,  with  the  authorization  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  these  gentlemen  have  stated,  allowing 
a fair  mini  for  everything,  that  the  cost  would  be 
£22,369  for  introducing  a water  supply. 

190.  Chairman  (to  Mr.  Farrell).— Suppose  this  new 
water  scheme  were  introduced,  would  you  think  it 
right  to  make  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  outside  the 
present  boundary  liable  to  pay  any,  and  what  propor- 
tion, of  what  it  costs  to  supply  the  town  with  water. 
At  present  you  see  they  should  pay  one-fourth  of  the 
improvement  rate,  which,  as  the  law  stands,  cannot  be 
more  than  Is. — there  must  be  taxation  for  the  water, 
and  I would  like  to  know  your  view  as  to  what  pro- 
portion yon  would  ask  them  to  pay  when  you  don’t 
propose  to  give  them  water  outside  ? 

Mr.  Farrell. — I would  propose  to  give  them  water 
everywhere  by  sinking  wells,  and  I would  let  them 
pay  a small  proportion  for  the  benefit  of  the  town,  for 
the  keeping  down  of  sickness  would  indirectly  be  of 
advantage  to  those  who  use  the  town. 

191.  Then  you  would  ask  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  as  well  as  themselves,  to  pay  for  the  sinking  of 
the  wells  ? — Yes. 

192.  And  yon  would  make  them  pay  a proportion 
of  the  water  rate  of  the  town  1 — Yes. 

193.  And  you  hold  that  to  keep  the  town  well 
cleansed,  and  so  on,  reacts  for  their  benefit  ? — Yes. 

Witness. — I made  an  estimate — happening  to  be  pro- 


Mr.  Charles  G.  Doran  examined.  Mr.  Chariw 

fessionally  engaged  in  that  way — of  the  cost,  and  I 
added  65  per  cent,  to  their  estimate— to  the  estimate 
of  the  engineer— and  that  would  bring  it  to  £27,000. 

That  would  cover  all. 

194.  Chairman.— £27,000  would  cover  everything? 

Yes.  I thought  the  question  was  of  importance. 

I was  asked  by  people  what  would  be  the  advantage 
people  would  derive  from  the  water  supply.  Well, 
the  advantages  would  be  a constant  supply  of  water 
for  watering  the  streets,  and  it  would  do  away  with 
the  present  expensive  cartage  system,  and  there  would 
be  an  unlimited  supply  for  extinguishing  fires,  as  well 
as  drinking  fountains.  But  the  question  which  your 
inquiry  -will  have  the  most  important  effect  on,  is  as  to 
the  boundaries.  Now,  my  feeling  on  the  matter  is 
that  we  ought  not  to  become  the  road  makers  for  the 
county— that  if  they  are  not  prepared  to  revive 
exactly  the  same  advantages  from  the  rating,  and  be 
rated  in  a similar  proportion,  we  ought  to  have  nothing 
to  say  to  them— for  if  we  take  up  their  roads  and 
maintain  them,  we  will  have  imposed  upon  us  a great 
deal  of  trouble,  and  no  return  for  it  except  if  there  was 
a deficiency  in  their  rates  we  could  supplement  it.  _ 

195  What  you  say  is  you  would  not  be  for  taking 
up  the  roads,  because  you  get  no  advantage.  Mr. 

■Povrpll  savs  ves  and  proposes  to  take  in  the  whole 

SiiXS  i-  *. 

sioners  take  up  the  management  of  the  road*  the 
ueoDle  outside  paying  the  same,  and  what  I will  pye 
thetown  for  their  trouble  is  to  impose  on  Allpeopiem 
the  island  the  obligation  of  paying  one-fourth  of  the 

O'Brien.-You  are  aware  that  the  Grand 
Jury  authorities,  so  far  from  seeking  the^tWer  of 
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Queenstown,  their  jurisdiction  to  the  town  bodies,  have  in  almost 
Jan.  a.  1879.  every  instance  opposed  it  ? — Yes,  I am  aware  of  it.  I 
Mr  ciurlcs  consider  those  people  whom  it  is  proposed  to  bring  in 

G.  Doran.  ought  to  be  left  as  they  are,  if  they  are  satisfied  with 

their  condition.  I don’t  think  they  would  apply  to  be 
annexed  if  they  considered,  especially,  that  they  had 
to  pay  for  that  annexation  without  deriving  any  ad- 
vantage. 

197.  Chairman. — You  must  remember  that  no  one 
is  applying  one  way  or  the  other.  We  sit  iu  pursuance 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee— it  is  neither  the  Town  Commissioners  nor  any 
other  body  that  applied  for  the  inquiry.  We  are  to 
see  whatever  lands  and  gentlemen’s  residences  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  town — within  a mile  or  a 
mile  and  a half — do  not  derive  exceptional  advantages 
from  their  proximity,  from  having  a good  market  town 
close  to  them  to  buy  and  sell,  from  having  churches 
and  schools,  and  so  on  ? — Yes,  hut  there  is  reciprocity, 
for  people  in  the  town  like  to  go  out  into  the  country  to 
breathe  the  new-mown  hay,  to  be  sentimental. 

198.  Do  you  think  the  people  outside  should  not 
contribute  %- — If  the  boundary  was  to  he  increased  I 
would  be  for  no  exceptional  legislation,  but  would 
have  equal  rates. 


199.  Mr.  O’Brien. — An  exception  exists  at 
Under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  there  is  asiw  i 
clause  that  arable  lands  are  only  liable  to  one-fourth! 
-We  are  obliged  to  look  after  them  for  that  W?’ 

200.  Chairman.— We  must  go  with  the  tim* 
Everywhere  you  go  you  hear  people  sayiug  the  land 
next  the  town  gets  exceptional  advantages,  the  land 
lord  better  rents,  the  tenant  has  advantages  that  are 
presented  by  a market  where  ready  sale  is  had  for  Mo. 
duce,  and  where  the  cleansing  and  lighting  are  of  benefit 
to  those  who  resort  there  ?— That  is  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple that  where  the  tenant  improves  the  land  the  land- 
lord increases  the  rent.  As  soon  as  the  district  is  im- 
proved the  persons  who  contribute  to  that  improve 
ment  are  to  be  further  taxed,  but  without  getting  anv 
further  advantage.  Now,  as  to  the  bridges  thatkve 
been  mentioned.  There  are  two,  one  would  be  a mere 
nominal  expense— the  only  improvement  with  regard 
to  it,  with  regard  to  .carrying  it  out  would  be  this  •_ 
The  military  authorities  refuse  permission  to  pass 
through  their  grounds,  and  a difference  of  200  feet 
would  be  what  is  wanted.  There  is  another  thing. 
If  the  Cuskinny-road  were  carried  out  there  would  be 
a great  deal  of  building  on  it ; that  is  the  only  direc- 
tion in  which  extension  of  building  will  take  place. 


Ur.  R. 
O’DrigcolI. 


Mr.  Robert  O’Driscoll  examined. 


201.  You  are  a member  of  the  Town  Commission  ? 
—Yes. 

202.  Have  you  been  so  for  long  ? — Yes. 

203.  What  is  your  view  on  the  subject  of  the  ex- 
tension of  the  boundary  ? — Well,  as  some  of  the  gentle- 
men around  me  have  stated  the  Commissioners  had 
several  times  gone  into  statistics  on  the  subject,  and 
they  find  that  it  would  be  a great  loss  to  the  town, 
the  maintaining  of  the  roads  for  the  sake  of  the  little 
benefit  it  would  confer,  and  would  be  a great  burthen 
on  the  ratepayers,  and  the  Commissioners  unanimously 
came  to  the  conclusion  not  to  extend  the  boundary. 
In  fact  when  we  were  looking  over  the  present  bound- 
ary they  found  that  it  would  be  a loss,  and  so  they 
left  it  as  it  is  for  the  present  boundary  for  towns  pur- 
poses. 

204.  Chairman. — Then  you  are  against  any  exten- 
sion ? — Yes. 

205.  Well  have  you,  when  you  state  that,  considered 
the  cost  of  roads  outside  your  present  boundary  is 
about  £150  ayear.  Mr.  Farrell  says  take  thetaxation 

take  the  valuation  of  the  land  at  Is.  road  rate  which 
is  the  proportion  for  road  rate,  and  it  amounts  to  £450 
a year,  the  roads  cost  at  present  about  £150  a year. 
So  that  that  leaves  a margin  of  £300  a year  which  you 
would  have,  on  hands  towards  these  roads.  In  fact 
take  what  is  paid  at  present,  £450 ; they  cost  the 


Grand  Jury  £150,  so  that  the  Grand  Jury  is  making 
for  the  rest  of  the  barony  £300  a year? — Yes,  I heard 
Mr.  Farrell  giving  his  evidence.  He  is  a very  old 
Commissioner  and  should  know.  If  these  roads,  how- 
ever, were  under  the  control  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners they  would  have  every  week  more  or  less  people 
applying  for  portions  of  roads  to  do  that  which  they 
don't  ask  about  now. 

206.  Mr.  O’Brien. — But  you  would  not  be  obliged 
to  do  it  ? — No. 

207.  Chairman. — Am  I righ$  in  thinking  that  you 
believed  if  you  took  in  these  roods,  you  would  only  be 
able  to  tax  these  people  for  one-fourth  instead  of  the 
whole? — Yes. 

208.  Supposing  the  law  were  modified — were  so 
regulated  that  in  future  all  expenditure  on  the  roads, 
when  transferred  from  the  Grand  Jury  to  the  town 
body,  were  chargeable  equally  on  all  descriptions  of 
property — would  that  modify  your  view? — Yes,  it 
would. 

209.  I understand,  Mr.  Farrell,  you  have  obtained 
your  figures  from  the  surveyor  ? — Yes,  I got  them  from 
the  surveyor’s  office. 

210.  Mr.  O' Driscoll,  t.c. — I see  no  objection  to  the 
present  boundary,  and  if  it  were  put  to  the  vote  I 
would  vote  to  have  it  continue  as  it  is. 


Mr.  Joseph 
Fitzgerald. 


Mr.  J oseph  Fitzgerald  examined. 


211.  You  are  one  of  the  Commissioners? Yes. 

212.  Have  yon  been  long  a Commissioner?— Twenty- 

seven  years.  J 

213  What  is  your  view  with  regard  to  alteration 
of  the  boundaries  ?— Well,  on  the  general  subject  of 
Mr.  Farrell’s  figures  I would  go  in  globo  with  his  state- 
ments on  the  subject,  that  is,  if  the  taxes  levied  on 
country  districts  will  pay  the  expenses  connected  there- 
with. 

214  Do  you  think  then  that  the  persons  outside 

from  their  proximity  to  the  town  and  the  advantages 
they  derive  ought  to  pay  something  ?— Yes.  ° 

215.  To  what  extent  ? — To  a considerable  extent. 

216.  Would  you  say  to  the  extent  of  one-fourth  or 


one-half  ? — One-half  I should  say,  but  1 would  not  tax 
these  people  without  their  consent.  The  country 
people  would  not  like  it. 

217.  All  the  people  inside  the  boundary  pay  it? — 
Yes,  and  some  of  them  very  reluctantly. 

218.  Equitably  you  would  say  these  people  outside 
very  largely  use  the  town  ? — Yes. 

219.  And  you  think  they  should  pay  something  ? — 
Yes. 

220.  Mr.  O'Driscoll. — As  to  bringing  the  road  to 
Cuskinny,  that  necessity  for  doing  so  existed  from  time 
immemorial.  It  was  a clear  bar  to  the  interests  of 
the  island.  If  that  road  were  carried  out  the  value 
of  property  would  be  enhanced  500  per  cent. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


133 


Mr.  Jeremiah  Healy  examined. 


221.  Arc  you  a ratepayer? — I am  a ratepayer 
within  ttnd  without  the  present  boundary.  As  to 
Mr  Farrell’s  evidence,  though  I agree  with  some  of 
wlmt  he  has  said,  I don't  see  why  the  rural  people 
have  a ri"ht  to  pay  for  the  advantages  they  derive  by 
the  improvements  of  Queenstown.  It  is  stated  by 
Mr.  Farrell  that  they  sell  a good  deal  of  produce  in 
the' town,  but  Mr.  Farrell  knows  that  there  is  very 
little  produce  sold  here.  It  is  sent  to  Cork  and 
Midleton  and  other  market  towns.  The  farmers  are 
verv  small  holders  of  land,  and  they  grow  a limited 
number  of  potatoes  ; as  much  as  would  do  for  then- 
own  use.  They  don’t  bring  them  to  market  here,  and 
I don’t  think  the  roads  are  much  used  in  bringing  in 
produce. 

222.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Where  do  they  dispose  of  their 
milk, "butter,  poultry,  and  eggs  ’—The  supply  of  milk 
is  brought  in  on  donkey’s  carts. 

223.  Do  you  mean  to  say  the  consumption  of  milk 
is  small,  considering  the  population,  the  military,  and 

s0  on  ? Yes  ; there  is  a lot  of  it  brought  in  on  the 

heads  of  women. 

224.  What  price  do  they  get  for  milk  ? — Is.  Ad.  a 
gallon,  or  Is. 

225.  What  do  the  householders  pay  ? — 2d.  a quart, 
Is.  a gallon  ; it  is  as  high  as  Ad.  and  as  low  as  2d. 

226.  And  that  is  a great  deal  more  than  they 
would  get  in  the  country,  by  selling  it  from  house 
to  house,  or  if  they  had  to  turn  it  into  butter? — 
Oh,  yes,  double.  Well,  milk  is  the  only  advantage. 

227.  And  butter — have  they  not  a great  advantage 
in,  having  a near  market  for  the  sale  of  that  ? — No ; 
not  a bit. 


228.  Nor  eggs  ? — No ; the  farmers,  as  I say,  have 
very  small  holdings. 

229.  Mr.  Farrell. — There  is  £4,000  worth  of  milk 
sold  in  the  town  in  the  year. 

230.  Mr.  Healy. — That  is  brought  in  on  donkey 
carts,  or  on  the  heads  of  the  women. 

231.  Chairman. — It  is  not  that  they  tend  to  destroy 
or  injure  the  roads,  but  that  there  is  a market  brought 
to  the  door  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  outlying  district ; 
and  if  they  derive  advantage  from  tlieir  proximity  to 
that  market,  should  they  not  contribute  something 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  town  ? — There  is  nothing 
else,  I may  say,  that  they  sell ; corn  they  send  to  Cork 
and  Midleton. 

232.  About  everywhere  I have  been — in  Mallow, 
Ennis,  Killarney,  Skibbereen,  Clonakilty,  and  Bandon, 
all  the  gentlemen  examined,  or  nearly  all,  and  the 
people  who  gave  evidence,  say  that  within  an  area  of 
about  two  miles  from  the  town,  the  landlords  and 
tenants  derive  exceptional  advantages  from  their 
proximity  to  the  town — do  you  agree  with  that? — 
Well  in  some  way  I must  agree  with  it ; but  Cork  is 
too  contiguous  to  Queenstown ; if  it  were  four  or  five 
miles  away  it  would  be  far  better  for  us. 

233.  Mr.  Doran. — As  to  the  roads,  I may  also  say 
that  you  would  have  to  employ  a new  staff,  and  there 
would  be  an  increased  expenditure.  If  the  roads 
were  even  scraped  to  enable  you  to  walk  cleanly  on 
them,  it  would  cost  what  is  called  a surplus  by  Mr. 
Farrell.  The  road  to  the  graveyard  he  must  know  is 
in  a bad  state,  and  if  it  costs  £150  a year-  to  keep  it 
as  it  is,  it  would  absorb  more  than  the  surplus  to  keep 
them  properly. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


QuEENSTOTru. 

Jan.  9,  1879. 
Mr.  J.  Hcalv 


ENNISCORTHY.— FEBRUARY  7th,  1S79. 

Before  Messrs.  O’Brien,  l.g.i.,  and  Cotton. 


EHlUSCO«TBT. 
Feb.  7,  1879. 


Mr.  Thomas  Wilkinson  examined. 


.Mr.  Thoma* 
Wilkinson. 


1.  You  are  Clerk  to  the  Town  Commissioners? — 
Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  been  Town  Clerk? — Since 
the  Cleansing  and  Lighting  Act  was  adopted,  in  1851. 

3.  That  is  the  Act  of  George  IV  ? — Yes. 

4.  At  what  time  was  the  Towns  Improvement  Act 
adopted  by  yon? — In  1855. 

5.  So  that  you  were  Town  Clerk  under  both  Acts  ? 
-Yes. 

6.  Was  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  adopted  in 
'55  in  its  entirety  or  in  part? — In  its  entirety. 

7.  So  that  you  have  the  full  rating  powers  which 
the  Act  of  ’54  contains? — Yes. 

8.  What  is  the  area  of  the  present  municipal  district  1 

—159a.  2r.  3p. 

9.  Is  that  the  entire  area  of  the  existing  township  ? 
-Yes. 

10.  What  is  the  valuation  of  it? — £6,148  10s. 

1 1 . Now,  how  many  townlands  or  parts  of  townlands 
are  there  in  the  township? — Parts  of  three  in  the 
present  township. 

12.  And  not  the  entire  of  anyone? — No. 

13.  Mention  their  names? — Enniscorthy,  Temple- 
shannon,  and  Killagaley. 

14.  In  what  electoral  division  are  they? — All  in 
Enniscorthy  electoral  division. 

15.  Taking  the  central  point  in  the  town,  how  far 
does  the  municipal  district  extend  to  the  north,  south, 
east,  and  west. 

16.  Well,  taking  the  market-house  as  the  centre,  I 
could  only  give  an  idea. 

17.  Give  as  close  an  approximation  as  you  can — the 
distance  in  each  direction  ? — Not  more  than  half  a mile 
— an  English  mile — in  any  direction. 

18.  Does  it  go  half  an  English  mile  in  each  direc- 
tion?— I think  it  would  go  to  the  south  and  west,  and 


lerbaps  to  the  north,  about  half  a mile,  and  perhaps  in 
he  part  that  goes  up  to  the  south-east,  a mile  fully ; 
hat  is  what  I think.  . 

19.  Well,  now,  the  electoral  division  of  Enuiscorthy 
s very  much  larger  tbau  the  town? — Oh,  \ es. 

20.  Can  you  say  what  the  area  and  valuation  are? 
—No,  I am  not  aware ; the  Clerk  of  the  Union  will  be 
ible  to  tell  you. 

22.  Are  you  able  to  say  how  far  the  electoral  divi- 
sion extends — or  does  it  extend  equally  in  every  direc- 
tion 1 — I think  it  does ; I think  it  is  a fan-  circle. 

23  Are  you  aware,  taking  the  centre  of  the  town^ 
what  is  about  the  radius  of  the  electoral  division  of 

Enniscorthy?— Prom  two  to  three  miles. 

24  Would  you  say  it  was  three  statute  miles?— in 
parts  ; indeed,  I think  it  very  nearly  is  all  round. 

25.  The  electoral  division  is  not  divided  into  wards, 

The  rates,  I find,  according  to  the  return  fur- 
nished to  me,  are  as  follows,  for  the  past  five  years  :— 
“r  1878  6 1. ; for  1877,  U.  J for  1876,  Id ; for  1875, 
7 d • for  1874,  8 d.  These  are  the  rates  made  for 

.—,1= 

teen  in  tie  habit  of  making!— Yes;  since  1855 

VyStaT tobeen,  I betoe,  <te  Sanity 
Authority  since  lS74!-No ; it  Ms  llta  to  »*■ 

29.  Ybu  too  not,  as  a matter  of  fast,  been  the 
Sanitary  Authority  for  the  totml— Ko  ; it  MS  taken 
f ns-  we  are  not  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

30.  Did  these  rates  I hare  mentioned,  M,  7 A,  and 
soon,  constitute  the  oWim»pH«™ 
there  any  other  source  of  income  tot  those  rates!— 

Well,  it  varies  every  year. 

32.  For  last  year,  for  instance,  what  income  did  you 
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Enniscorthy.  derive  beyond  the  rates? — There  -would  be,  say, 
Feb.  7, 1879.  £15  7s.  9d.,  or  from  that  to  £20,  for  the  dog-tax.  It 
m Th7  e varies. 

wVlkin-™*  33.  What  other  source  of  revenue  have  you? — Earl 
Portsmouth  makes  a grant  of  £25  for  lighting  in  dis- 
tricts too  poor  for  taxation.  He  makes  that  grant  for 
lamps. 

34.  To  enable  you  to  light  poor  portions  of  the 
town  ? — Yes. 

35.  Is  there  any  other  source  of  income? — Yes ; 
there  are  some  fines,  but  they  are  very  precarious. 
They  are  fines  from  the  petty  sessions. 

36.  What  would  be  about  the  average? — The  average 
would  be  about  £10,  in  or  about  that. 

37.  Have  you  any  other  source  of  income? — No; 
we  have  no  property  of  any  kind. 

38.  What  is  your  annual  expenditure — your  total 
expenditure  for  last  year  ? — It  would  be  about  £170. 

39.  And  with  the  exceptions  you  have  named,  all 
that  sum  is  supplied  by  the  rates  ?— Yes. 

40.  What  are  the  purposes  to  which  that  expendi- 
ture has  been  most  applied  ? — Lighting  the  town. 

41.  Tell  me  first,  do  the  Commissioners  light  the 
town,  or  is  there  a gas  company  who  supply  the  gas  ? 
— There  is  a gas  company,  a company  formed  by 
private  persons  in  the  town,  and  the  Commissioners 
contract  with  them,  and  it  comes  to  about  £126  a year, 
or  £130. 

42.  To  what  other  purpose  is  the  money  applied? — 
To  cleansing  the  town ; at  least  it  used  to  be,  but  we 
are  not  doing  that  now ; it  costs  from  £20  to  £30. 

43.  What  other  expenses  had  you? — Well,  there  is 
salary,  printing,  stationery,  paying  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Auditor  and  the  Officers,  that  would  all  come  to 
£60,  or  to  between  £60  and  £70. 

44.  Y ou  have  had  no  outlay  at  any  time  in  respect 
of  providing  water  for  the  town  ? — Well,  the  Earl  of 
Portsmouth  has  constructed  water  works  in  the  town, 
and  when  he  completed  them,  at  great  expense,  he 
presented  them  to  the  town.  He  gave  the  Town 
Commissioners  power  of  attorney  to  carry  out  the 
work  for  the  benefit  of  the  town.  There  are  public 
fountains  through  the  town,  and  the  inhabitants  ax-e 
enabled  to  take  the  water  into  their  premises  at  a 
certain  stipulated  rate. 

45.  The  Commissioners  never  were  under  the 
necessity  of  going  to  the  full  limit  of  your  ratine 
power  for  the  water  supply? — No;  the  water  rents 
will  be  quite  able,  after  very  little  time,  we  hope,  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  supply. 

46.  Then,  you  never  found  it  necessary  to  go  to 
your  full  rating  limit  ? — No. 

47.  Were  any  works  deemed  to  be  necessary  for 
the  benefit  of  the  town,  but  which  have  been  left  un- 
provided for,  in  apprehension  that  the  rate  would  be 
too  high  for  the  people  ? — No ; I think  not. 

48.  Now,  the  Commissioners,  I think — is  it  not  a 
matter  of  fact — have,  since  the  passing  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  last  session,  applied  to  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  for  a provisional  order,  to  transfer 
their  jurisdiction  as  Sanitary  Authority  from  the 
Board  of  Guardians  to  the  Town  Commissioners  ? Is 
that  not  so  ? — Yes. 

49.  And  a provisional  order  has  been  made? — Yes. 

50.  But  it  has  not  been  confirmed  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment?— No  ; but  it  is  in  process. 

51.  And  when  that  becomes  law,  will  there  he,  do 
you  anticipate,  a considerable  outlay  in  connexion 
with  the  carrying  out  of  these  functions? — There  will 
be  some. 

52.  In  addition  to  the  present  ? — Yes. 

53.  Can  you  form  any  idea  as  to  what  will  be  the 
addition  for  sanitary  purposes  ?— Well,  except  there 
are  some  new  rules  laid  by  the  Local'  Government 
Board  on  us,  I don’t  apprehend  there  will  be  very 
much. 

54.  Is  there  any  want  of  improved  sewerage? — No- 
the  town  is  very  well  supplied  with  main  drains. 

55.  Then  there  is  no  necessity  for  either  sewerage 
or  watering  ? — No. 


56.  And  do  you  anticipate  there  will  he  a vet 

serious  addition  when  the  transfer  is  effected  ? No  7 

57.  Are  the  Town  Commissioners  aware  that  when 
they  are  made  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  that 
tinder  another  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act  the 
206th  section,  there  is  also  power  given  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  transfer  to  the  Commissioners 
if  they  think  fit,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Jury  in 
relation  to  roads,  bridges,  footpaths,  and  other  public 
works  1 — I did  not  know  that  it  was  under  the  Public 
Healtli  Act,  but  the  Commissioners  are  aware  of  the 
provision  you  speak  of. 

5S.  Well,  is  it  their  intention,  in  seeking  to  become 
the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  to  seek  for  a transfer 
of  the  Grand  Jury  power  over  those  public  works?— 

I think  it  would  depend  on  circumstances.  They  have 
not,  up  to  the  present,  sought  such  transfer.  It  has 
been  done  in  Wexford,  and  we  want  to  see  how  it 
works  there. 

59.  They  have  not  taken  it  formally  into  considera- 
tion yet?— No. 

60.  Is  it  the  opinion,  so  far  as  you  are  aware,  oftbe 
Town  Commissioners,  that  the  amount  raised  in  the 
shape  of  Grand  J ury  cess,  that  the  expenditure  of  the 
Grand  Jiu-y  within  the  municipal  district,  is  not  com- 
mensurate with  the  amount  levied? — Yes,  for  it  takes 
about  £100  to  keep  the  streets  in  repair,  and  there  is 
£600  raised. 

61.  And  if  they  got  the  control  of  these  works,  are 
you  able  to  say  would  tbe  work  be  more  efficiently  and 
more  economically  earned  out  by  them?  -Well,  I 
would  not  like  to  say  that,  but  if  I might  venture  on 
a genei-al  opinion,  I would  say  it  could  be  done. 

62.  You  say  tbe  present  radius  of  the  town  is  about 
half  a mile  ? — Yes. 

63.  Now  outside  that  is  there  a district  lying  pretty 
thickly  inhabited  ? — Well,  not  as  thickly  inhabited  as 
in  the  case  of  the  suburbs  of  larger  towns. 

64.  Within  the  radius  of  say  a mile  or  so,  outside 
the  half  mile  area,  would  you  say  there  are  a good 
many  inhabited  houses  ? — There  are  a good  many. 

66.  What  class  of  people  inhabit  them  as  a rule? — 
I would  say,  generally  speaking,  gentlemen. 

67.  Are  there  a good  many  farmers? — No,  not  so 
many. 

68.  Would  you  say  the  inlxabitants  of  a district 
such  as  this,  lying  outside  the  existing  boundary,  de- 
rive special  advantages  by  reason  of  their  proximity  to 
tbe  town  of  Enniscox-thy  ? — Yes,  those  living  close  to 
it  do. 

69.  Do  you  know  do  persons  living  outside  find  a 
market  here  for  their  produce  ? — Certainly. 

70.  They  resort  constantly  for  various  purposes  to 
the  town?— -Yes. 

71.  And,  I presume,  when  they  so  resort,  the  town 
being  properly  lighted  and  cleansed  and  supplied  with 
water,  is  of  advantage  to  them  ? — 

72.  Do  children  come  to  school  to  Enniscorthyfrom 
the  outlying  district? — Yes. 

73.  And  are  the  lands  outside  the  town  better  let, 
do  they  derive  higher  rents  from  the  fact  that  they  are 
near  the  town? — Yes. 

7 4.  Higher  rents  are  paid  than  for  lands  a greater 
distance  away? — Yes. 

75.  How  far  would  you  be  inclined  to  say  do  the  ex- 
ceptional advantages  of  the  town  extend  outside  the 
present  boundary  ? — I should  say  for  a mile  from  the 
town.  I should  mention  that  under  the  old  Lighting 
and  Cleansing  Act  the  radius  was  a mile  from  the 
market  house. 

76.  And  that  was  reduced  under  the  Towns  Im- 
provement Act? — Yes. 

77.  What  was  the  ground  of  that?— They  did  not 
think  that  a circular  boundary  was  a proper  boundary 
at  all. 

78.  If  you  adopted,  say  a boundary  of  a mile  radius, 
would  that  all  still  be  iu  the  electoral  division  of  Ennis- 
corthy  ? — Yes. 

79.  And  it  would  cut  townlamds — it  would  not  be 
conterminous  with  townlands? — No,  it  would  not 
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50.  Would  portions  of  a good  many  townlands  be 
introduced  if  the  boundary  were  extended  a mile  ? — 
If  the  boundary  were  extended  a mile,  it  would  intro- 
duce, perhaps,  seven  townlands  partly. 

51.  And  would  it  include  the  entire  of  some  ? — Yes, 
I think  it  would  take  in  some. 

82.  How  many  Town  Commissioners  have  you  ? — 
Fifteen. 

83.  Were  the  answers  to  the  queries  sent  you  by 
the  Municipal  Boundaries  Commissioners  agreed  to  ? 
— Yes. 

84.  How  many  members  were  present  when  the 
question  was  discussed? — I cannot  say  exactly  at  the 
present  moment. 

85.  Can  you  say  generally  ? — About  eleven. 

85.  What  was  the  date  of  the  meeting? — The  3rd  of 
December. 

S6.  In  answer  to  query  6,  asking  are  the  present 
municipal  boundaries  regarded  with  dissatisfaction  by 
the  ratepayers,  the  answer  given  is  “ By  some  ” ? — 
Yes. 

"f  87.  And  to  query  7,  asking  what  are  the  objections 
to  the  boundaries,  the  reply  is,  “ They  are  too  limited 
as  an  area  of  taxation.”  The  next  query  is,  “ What 
is  the  opinion  of  the  municipal  body  on  the  subject,” 
and  the  reply  is  the  same  as  that  to  query  7,  namely, 
“They  are  too  limited  as  an  area  of  taxation  ”? 

88.  Were  they  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  area 
was  too  limited  ? — Yes. 

89.  And  so  far  as  you  could  collect,  what  area  ap- 
peared to  recommend  itself? — A meeting  was  held 
subsequently  to  that,  and  they  agreed  to  the  boundary 
marked  out  on  that  map. 

90.  Well,  what  area  does  it  represent? — It  repre- 
sents five  townlands  and  parts  of  two  townlands. 

91.  You  say  there  was  a subsequent  meeting  of  the 
Commissioners  held? — Yes. 

92.  When  was  that  ? — On  Monday. 

93.  Was  that  a meeting  summoned  specially  to  con- 
sider this  subject? — Yes. 

94.  IIow  many  members  were  present? — About  ten. 

95.  Did  they  agree  among  themselves  to  a particu- 
lar extension  ?— Yes. 

96.  What  was  it  ? — They  recommended  taking  in 
Blackstoop,  Templesliannon  (whole  of),  Killagooley 
(the  whole  of),  Emriscorthy  (part  Cherry  Orchard), 
part  of  Carrigabruce,  and  part  of  Clonhastan,  about 
100  acres,  and  part  of  St.  Jolur’s,  about  150  acres. 

97.  What  would  be  about  the  acreage  comprised  in 
the  whole  ? — About  2,041  acres. 

98.  How  many  entire  townlands  ? — Four  entire 
townlands  and  foru-  parts  of  townlands. 

99.  And  what  would  be  the  valuation  ? — The  valu- 
ation would  be  about  .£6,084  10s.,  that  is  the  old 
valuation  as  supplied. 

100.  Now,  does  that  area  as  proposed  there,  does  it 
radiate  pretty  equally  from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — 
Yes. 

101.  Now,  how  far  does  it  extend,  what  is  the  radius 
of  it,  taking  the  centre  of  the  town  as  the  starting 
point  ? — 1 think  it  would  take  in  very  nearly  an  Eng- 
lish mile,  or  more  in  some  places. 

102.  You  would  say  at  the  minimum  an  English 
mile,  and  in  some  places  more  ? — Yes. 

103.  You  have  mentioned  certain  townlands,  some 
entirely  included,  and  others  only  in  part  taken  in ; 
now,  what  was  the  objection  to  taking  in  the  entire  of 
the  townlands  part  only  of  which  have  been  taken  ? — 
Well,  Cherry  Orchard  is  a little  slip  of  land  lying  be- 
tween a mill  sti’eam  and  the  original  stream,  and  I 


may  say  Carrigabruce  is  the  same,  and  it  was  just  to 
get  the  stream  as  a boundary. 

104.  There  were  two  others  yon  mentioned  ? Ye 

part  of  Clonhasten  and  part  of  St.  John's. 

105.  And  what  was  the  objection  to  include  the 
whole  of  these? — "Well,  St.  John’s  is  a long  way  out ; 
its  farthest  point  extends  away  nearly  three  miles  from 
the  town. 

106.  And  the  other  one?— That  would  take  the 
boundary  away  more  than  two  miles,  and  I think  there 
would  be  a good  boundary  of  Cloiihasten  by  the  road. 

107.  They  consider  that  to  take  the  entire  in  would 
be  going  out  too  far? — Yes. 

108.  Then  the  proposed  area  would  as  nearly  as 
possible  be  a radius  of  a statute  mile  ? — Yes. 

109.  As  near  as  you  can  estimate  it  ? — Yes. 

110.  Now,  so  tar  as  you  know,  would  those  pro- 
posed to  be  included  entertain  a strong  objection  to  it  ? 
— I think  if  it  was  merely  to  get  them  to  contribute 
to  the  lighting  and  cleansing  of  the  town  they  would ; 
but  I would  not  say  that  if  the  Commissioners  were 
to  take  over  hereafter  the  duties  of  the  Grand  Jury 
over  streets,  reads,  &c. 

111.  The  Town  Commissioners  are  aware  that  under 
the  Towns’  Improvement  Act,  arable  lands  and  such 
like  are  only  assessed  at  one  fourth  ? — Yes. 

112.  Do  you  consider  that  there  would  be  any 
strong  objection  by  the  people  outside  to  an  extension  ? 
— Well,  as  I say,  if  there  was  to  be  nothing  done  for 
them  but  receiving  the  benefits  and  advantages  they 
now  receive,  I believe  they  would  object. 

1 1 3.  But  you  think  that  if  a further  extension  of 
their  functions  took  place — if  the  powers  of  the  Grand 
Jury  were  transferred  to  them,  they  would  not  object  ? 
—I  do. 

114.  I take  it  that  you  assume  they  would  be  only 
rated  at  one  fourth,  instead  of  the  whole  amount  ? — 
— Whether  or  not,  I believe  the  sum  to  be  raised  for 
general  purposes  like  that,  would  be  less  in  the  aggre- 
gate. 

115.  Have  you  any  special  suggestions  to  make  ? — 


EjiNlSCOflTHT. 
Feb.  7. 1ST*. 

Sir.  Thomu 
Wilkinson, 


116.  Mr.  Cotton. — Do  you,  in  the  extension  sug- 
gested, go  beyond  Mr.  Hill’s  house  ? — Yes ; there  is 
a straight  line  on  the  asylum  road,  and  we  took  that 
line  to  cut  off  Mr.  Hill. 

117.  It  includes  him  ? — Yes. 

118.  How  far  does  it  go  in  Clonhasten  ! — To  what 
is  called  the  “ New  road  ” of  Clonhasten. 

119.  Is  that  beyond  Mr.  Edwards's? — Yes. 

120.  Now,  as  regards  the  water  supply,  it  appears 
the  water  supply  was  established  for  the  town  by 
Lord  Portsmouth,  at  his  own  expense  ? — Yes. 

121.  You  spoke  of  the  supply  being  self-supporting ; 
in  what  way  are  there  any  expenses  connected  with  it  ? 

Well,  there  are  incidental  expenses  of  one  sort  or 

another.  I may  mention  that  we  derive  a revenue 
from  the  houses  that  take  the  water  in  for  domestic 
purposes.  The  .rate,  in  that  way  amounts  to  £70  a 


*122.  The  public  supply,  of  course,  is  all  free? — 

^23  You  mentioned  the  grant  by  Lord  Portsmouth 
• £25  a year  for  lighting,  was  that  to  be  devoted  to 
ghting  any  particular  or  specified  portion  of  the 
iwn? — No.  __  , ... 

124.  Is  it  a perpetual  grant  ? — We  have  it  since 

?125.  You  got  it  year  by  year  since  then ? — Yes; 
it  it  is  a mere  gratuity.  He  gets  nothing  from  the 
ommissioners  in  return. 
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EsNiscoitTar: 
Feb.  7, 1879. 


Mr.  Patrick  William  Casey  examined. 


„ — 7 126.  You  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners? — 

Mr.  Patrick  W.  t 0>„ 

Casey.  X am^ 

127.  How  long  have  yon  been  a Town  Commis- 
sioner?— For  twelve  or  fourteen  years. 

1 28.  You  have  been  chairman  ? — Yes. 

129.  Were  you  a member  of  the  Commissioners 
body  under  the  Act  9th,  George  IV. — what  is  called 
the  Lighting  and  Cleansing  Act  ? — I think  not. — No. 

130.  Then  your  experience  is  altogether  under  the 
Towns’  Improvement  Act? — Yes. 

131.  Were  you  at  the  meeting  where  they  agreed 
to  recommend  the  increase  of  area  described? — Yes; 
I think  it  was  my  proposition. 

1 32.  The  increased  area  which  your  body  suggested 
would  be,  we  have  heard,  about  an  English  mile  ? — 
Fes,  that  was  the  intention. 

133.  Did  you  think  an  extension  of  a mile  would 
fairly  represent  the  advantages  derived  by  jiersons 
living  outside? — Yes  ; we  thought  it  a rational  exten- 
sion. 

134.  And  fairly  represented  the  extent  to  which 
the  benefits  of  the  town  might  be  said  to  have  ex- 
tended?— Yes. 

135.  And  I presume  your  own  opinion  is,  that 
within  that  district  the  residents  derive  advantages? 
— Certainly. 

136.  In  what  respect  would  you  say?— -They  benefit 
by  all  the  improvements  of  the  town,  being  so  nearly 
connected  with  it. 

139.  They  have,  I presume,  a good  market  for  their 
produce? — Yes. 

140.  And  you  think  they  should  contribute  towards 
the  expenses  of  the  town  ?— We  think  they  ought  at 
least  to  contribute  some  proportion  towards  the  ex- 
penses. 

141.  You  look  forward  to  becoming  the  Sanitary 
Authority? — Yes. 

142.  And  you  think  the  sanitary  work  will  be  better 
done  by  you? — Yes,  we  really  do,  because  the  Guar- 
dians are  an  outside  body  altogether. 

143.  Do  you  think  anything  done  to  improve  the 
sanitary  state  of  the  town  is  an  improvement  and  an 
advantage  to  the  outlying  district,  and  a benefit  to 
those  who  come  into  the  town  ? — Cei-tainly. 

144.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  that  once  you 
become  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  last  session,  there  is  power  to  transfer 
to  the  Commissioners  certain  control  at  present  exer- 
cised by  the  Grand  Jury  ? — Yes,  we  anticipate  getting 


146.  That  object  being  in  contemplation,  does  it  in- 
crease your  desire  to  extend  the  area  of  the  municipal 
boundary  ?— Yes,  we  consider  the  people  we  introduce 
will  be  contributory  to  the  benefit  as  well. 

147.  You  are  aware,  of  course,  that  at  present  the 

Urand  Jury  rate  is  assessed  equally  on  all  descriptions 
of  property  ?— Yes.  1 

150.  Do  the  Commissioners  anticipate  if  the  Grand 
Jury  works  were  transferred-if  the  jurisdiction  over 
those  works  was  transferred  to  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners—do  they  contemplate  that  those  works  should 
be  charged  to  arable  lands  at  the  full  amount  or  one- 
fourth?— We  calculate  that  the  town  rate  and  the 
county  cess  rate  given  to  us  combined  would  be  less 
than  the  two  together  as  they  are  now. 

. If1'  1)0  y°u  contemplate  assessing 'the  arable  lands 
in  the  county  parts  at  one-fourth  ?— We  have  not  con- 
sidered that. 

152.  But  irrespective  of  bov  that  point  tvould  be 
settled,  joumuld  be  wiling,  you  think,  to  hsve  the 
boundary  extended  ? — Yes. 

153.  And  the  control  of  these  works  transferred  to 
you  f — xes. 

154.  Is  it  considered  that  the  amount  raised  in 
Grand  Jury  cess  greatly  exceeds  the  amount  expended? 
— Uh,  yes. 

155.  Do  you  think  you  could  administer  your  own 
aflairs,  m the  event  of  a transfer,  more  efficiently  and 
more  economically? — Yes. 


156.  Do  y 
s it  would  li 


d you  consider  a mile  would  be  about  as  f 
:l  be  reasonable  or  fair  to  carry  the  mimW 
pal  boundary  ? Our  wish  was  to  make  it  wUlun  t 
mile,  and  at  the  same  time  we  included  townlands  fn, 
a natural  boundary  wherever  practicable  I mav  ™ 
it  was  suggested  that  Upper  Blackstoops  should  li 
omitted.  e 


157.  Arc  the  Commissioners  aware  that  in  the  re 
commendations  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  one 
of  the  recommendations  was  that,  as  far  as  practicable 
municipal  boundaries  and  Poor  Law  electoral  divisions 
should  be  conterminous  ? — I believe  so. 

158.  Now,  do  you  think  that  it  would  be  practicable 
to  adopt  the  electoral  division  as  the  municipal  boun 
dary  ? — No. 

159.  Iu  the  first  place,  does  the  electoral  division 
radiate  pretty  equally,  or  is  it  unequal— does  it  repre- 
sent an  unequal  radius  from  the  centre  of  the  town?— 
It  would  be  entirely  too  large;  we  could  not  attempt 
to  adopt  it  as  the  municipal  boundary. 

160.  How  far  does  the  electoral  division  extend?— 

Some  parts  of  the  electoral  division  of  Enniscorthy 
extend  three  miles.  1 

161.  Are-there  parts  of  it  even  more  than  that?— 
I think  there  would  be. 

162.  And  you  think  it  would  be  unreasonable  as  a 
boundary  ? — Yes. 

163.  And  the  people  outside  would  object  ? — I think 
it  very  probable  they  would. 

1 64.  As  regards  the  radius  you  propose,  do  yomthink 
the  people  who  would  be  brought  in  if  your  suggestion 
were  adopted  would  object  ?— Well,  I don’t  tliiuk  they 
would,  if  we  got  control  of  the  county  works  as  portion 
of  the  effect  of  that  extension. 

1 65.  When  you  say  that,  do  you  mean  that  they 
contemplate  they  would  only  pay  one-fourth  of  the 
amount  expended? — Well,  I cannot  say. 

1 66.  Do  you  think  the  Commissioners  are  unanimous 
as  to  the  proposed  extension?— Yes ; I believe  they 
all  have  the  same  feeling  on  it 

167.  And  as  to  taking  over  the  Grand  Jury  powers 
of  roads,  &c. — Yes. 

168.  I presume  when  they  entertain  that  opinion, 
they  are  aware,  from  personal  experience,  of  the  work- 
ing of  a similar  system  in  Wexford?— Well,  I don’t  know 
if  they  take  that  into  consideration  ; they  have  their 
own  experience  hero,  and  that  is  what  has  actuated 
them. 


169.  Mr.  George  Roberts. — In  the  suggested  boundj 
ary,  I would  ask  why  Greenville  was  excluded,  and 
Clonhasten,  which  extends  further,  taken  in  ? 

1 / 0.  Mr.  Casey. — The  same  question  Mr.  Roberts 
asks  now  I put  at  the  meeting. 

171.  Mr.  Wilkinson. — I may  explain.  There  is  no 
person  living  at  Greenville.  The  road  leading  to  it 
terminates  there ; it  does  not  go  through  it,  and  it  would 
not  derive  the  same  advantages  the  other  places  do. 

1 < 2.  Mr.  Roberts. — Well,  there  is  Mr.  Leary,  who 
lives  at  Greenville,  and  he  derives  just  the  same  ad- 
vantages as  Mr.  Edwards,  who  resides  at  Clonhasten. 
On  general  principles  I just  put  it  that  if  we  bring  in 
Clonhasten  we  should  bring  in  Greenville. 

173.  Mr.  Casey. — Certainly,  if  there  was  a public 
road  through  it. 

174.  Mr.  O’Brien. — The  gentleman  who  resides  at 
Greenville  has  access  to  the  town  byroad? — Certainly. 

175.  And  so  far  as  proximity  is  concerned,  he  may 
be  said  to  be  in  as  good  a position  as  the  person  living 
at  Clonhastan  ? — Oh,  yes. 

176.  Mr.  Cotton. — Can  you  send  us  a copy  of  the 
map,  showing  us  exactly  what  is  proposed  as  the  ex- 
tended boundary?— Yes. 

177.  Mr.  O’Brien. — There  are  schools  in  Ennis- 
corthy? — Yes. 

178.  And  these  schools,  I presume,  are  attended  by 
children  from  the  rural  districts  l— Yes. 

179.  Prom  how  far  do  the  inhabitants  derive 
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, nefit  in  sending  their  children  to  the  schools  at 
Enniscorthy  ? — They  send  their  children  from  four  or 

five  miles  outside.  . . . 

180.  But  you  tlnnk  the  radius  or  a mile  fairly 
enough  represents  the  benefits  derived  from  proximity 
to  the  town? — Yes;  I think  it  is  fair. 

181.  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  make  ? — No ; 
except  this— as'  to  any  cost  that  may  accrue  to  us,  if 
we  get  the  charge  of  the  sanitary  work,  there  is  one 
tliin"  in  reference  to  the  sanitary  work,  in  reference 
to  the  making  of  a sewer  at  the  Pound  Field.  It  is  a 
costly  undertaking,  and  either  by  the  Board  of  Guard- 
ians or  the  Town  Commissioners,  it  will  have  to  be 

^°182.  That  will  entail  a considerable  expenditure  ? 
—Yes  couple  of  hundred  pounds,  I am  sure. 


183.  And  it  is  a necessan  work  ?— Certainly,  most  Eknucobtht. 

necessary.  _ ' fei_ 1878. 

184.  And  will  the  benefits  derived  from  the  carry-  ‘ — r , 

ing  out  of  that  work  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the  w.Cwy 
town  1— Certainly,  for  it  is  at  the  back  of  the  Presents-  r‘ 
tion  Convent  schools,  where  a number  of  children  from 

the  rural  districts  come  in  to  school.  It  is  at  the  hack 
of  the  priest's  house. 

185.  And  you  think  it  would  be  only  equitable  that 
the  cost  of  making  tha  t should  he  extended  beyond  the 
present  boundary? — Yes. 

186.  Are  the  townlands — the  three  to wnlands  men- 
tioned— rated  for  sanitary  purposes? — Yes;  Ennis- 
corthy,  Templeshannon,  and  Killagooly,  are  rated  for 
sanitary  and  poor  law  purposes. 


Mr.  Daniel  Kelleher  examined. 


187.  You  are  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  ?— Yes. 

188.  What  is  the  acreage  of  the  electoral  division 
of  Enniscorthy  ? — 10, 392a.  1r.  3p. 

189.  And  what  is  the  valuation? — £15,189. 

190.  How  many  townlands  are  included  in  the 
electoral  division  ?— Thirty-nine. 

191.  Does  the  electoral  division  extend  pretty 
equally  in  a circle  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  or  does 
it  extend  unequally  in  different  directions  1 — It  is  un- 
equal in  every  direction. 

192.  Take  the  different  points  of  the  compass,  and 
tell  me  how  far  does  it  extend  to  the  north,  south,  east, 
and  west? — It  does  not  go  very  far  north. 

193.  How  for  would  you  say  ? — Not  much  further 
than  an  English  mile. 

194.  How  far  to  the  south? — About  two  miles 
perhaps.  I should  say  about  two  miles. 

195.  And  how  far  to  the  east  and  west  ? — To  the 
east  about  a mile ; not  more  than  a mile,  I should 
say. 

196.  And  to  the  west? — To  the  west  it  goes  out 
further  in  some  parts.  I should  say  about  three 
miles. 

197.  So  that,  in  point  of  fact  the  electoral  division 
extends  very  unequally? — Yes. 

198.  Do  you  consider  that  the  electoral  division 
could  be  adopted  as  the  municipal  boundary? — No; 
it  could  not  be  entertained  for  a moment. 

199.  The  Board  of  Guardians  have  been  the  Sanitary 
Authority  from  1874  to  the  present? — Yes. 

200.  And  steps  have  been  taken  to  alter  that? — 
Yes. 

201.  And  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Guardians, _I 
understand?— Yes ; they  raised  no  opposition. 


Hr.  Daniel 
Kelleher. 

202.  During  the  time  the  Guardians  were  Sanitary 
Authority  have  any  special  rates  been  struck?— Yes. 

203.  What  for? — For  what  is  called  the  Ennis- 
corthy area  cleansing,  and  sewers. 

204.  What  was  the  amount? — It  was  rather 
trifling. 

205.  Have  the  Guardians  had  under  consideration 
at  any  time  the  necessity  for  constructing  the  sewer, 
to  which  allusion  has  already  been  made  by  Mr. 

Casey  ? — Yes,  they  have. 

206.  And  was  the  outlay  which  that  would  involve 
considered  too  large  ? — Well,  it  was ; that  was  the 
principal  reason  the  Guardians  fixed  for  the  area  of 
that  the  electoral  division  of  Enniscorthy.  The  Local 
Government  Board  were  not  satisfied  with  that — being 
so  large  an  area — and  confined  it  to  the  area  originally 
fixed  by  them  for  the  sewerage  work. 

207.  The  Guardians  did  not  then  go  on  with  it  ? — 

No. 

208.  Was  it  considered  that  the  advantages  of  that 
scheme,  if  carried  out,  would  extend  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  town?— Yes.  It  was  meant  to  benefit  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergyman,  and  being  near  the  con- 
vent it  was  thought  that  au  area  larger  than  the  town 
derived  advantage  from  it.  No  objection  was  raised 
to  that. 

209.  It  would  not,  however,  be  the  opinion  that 
the  electoral  division  would  be  a proper  one  to  select 
for  a municipal  boundary  ? — No. 

210  What  was  the  area  on  which  the  sanitary  rate 
for  the  sewers  was  assessed  ?— Three  townlands— 
Enniscorthy,  Killigooly,  and  Killishander. 

211.  Have  you  anything  to  add  to  what  you  have 
already  said?— -No. 


Mr.  Matthew  Furlong  examined. 


Mr.  Matthew 
Furlong. 


212.  You  are  a member  of  the  Town  Council  ? — 
Yes. 

213.  And  have  been  for  some  time? — Yes,  since 
the  passing  of  the  Act. 

214.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  by  Mr. 
Wilkinson,  and  by  Mr.  Casey — do  you  agree  in  their 
views  on  the  subject  of  the  extension  of  the  boundary? 
— Yes,  perfectly. 

215.  And  is  there  anything  you  would  like  to  add? 
— Well,  no,  there  is  nothing  that  I can  say  to  supple- 
ment their  evidence. 

216.  Were  you  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  where 
this  question  was  considered  ? — I was. 

217.  When  they  agreed  to  recommend  this  in- 
crease of  area  ? — Yes. 

218.  And  do  you  think  that  that  proposed  increase 
fairly  represents  the  advantages  derived  by  those  who 
reside  outside  of  the  present  boundary? — Yes. 


219.  That  is  a mile  radius? — Yes. 

220.  About  an  English  mile  ? — Yes. 

221.  Are  you  of  opinion  it  would  be  of  advantage 
, the  town  if  the  control  of  the  works  now  executed 
Y the  Grand  Jury  were  transferred  to  the  Commis- 
oners  1- 1 could  not  say . 

222.  You  have  not  considered  the  question  1—No. 

223.  Do  you  consider  that  you  would  be  able  to  do 
lose  works,  if  the  control  were  transferred  to  you, 
lore  efficiently  and  economically  than  the  Grand 
ury?— Yes,  Ido. 

994  Bo  you  think  the  town  at  present  gets  a tell 
patent  4 the  amount  leried  by  county  cessl- 

f02J5.  And  you  think  >■***"  ?°” 

nnda  yon  would  manige  it  better  1— Yea. 


T 
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BSNISCORTHY. 

PO>.  7,  1879. 

Mr.  George  C. 
Roberts. 


Mr.  George  C.  Roberts  examined. 


226.  Mr.  O'Brien. — You  are  agent  for  Lord  Ports- 
mouth ? — Yes,  resident  agent. 

227.  You  have  been  a member  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners and  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  ?. — Yes. 

228.  You  are  not  now  a Town  Commissioner] — No. 

229.  But  yon  continue  a member  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians.] — Yes. 

230.  You  heard  the  views  expressed  to-day  as  to  the 
extension  of  the  boundaries — now,  do  you  consider  that 
the  radius  of  about  a mile  would  be  a fail  extension, 
and  would  include  the  persons  who  derive  advantages 
from  their  proximity  to  the  town  1 — I think  it  is  only 
fair  that  those  residing  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood should  contribute.  I myself  am  perfectly  willing 
to  do  so.  I do  not  contribute  at  present,  being  outside 
the  boundary. 

231.  What  radius  would  bring  you  in  ? — The  pro- 
posed radius  would  include  me.  I think  Mr.  Wilkinson 
said  a large  number  of  residents  were  inside  the  pro- 
posed extended  area,  but  I do  not  concur  with  that. 
I don't  think,  at  least,  that  the  number  would  be  very 
large.  Perhaps  there  would  be  twelve  or  fifteen  or  so. 
However,  I do  tbink  that-  many  of  them  would  wil- 
lingly contribute  to  the  rates  of  the  town  provided 
they  derived  some  profit  therefrom.  So  far  as  the 
lighting  is  concerned  they  do  derive  benefit  from  it, 
but  there  is  no  advantage  from  the  watei',  that  is  con- 
fined to  the  town. 

232.  But  do  they  not  derive  advantage  from  it  when 
they  visit  the  town  ? — Well,  it  is  not  usually  water 
they  drink  when  they  come  into  the  town.  I may  say 
that  I was  not  aware  of  the  extension  proposed  by  the 
Town  Commissioners  till  I entered  the  room,  and  look- 
ing at  it  here,  it  struck  me  foi'cibly  that  it  was  unfair 
to  exclude  Greenville  when  you  take  in  the  greater 
portion  of  Clonhasten,  and  when  it  is  closer  than  por- 
tion of  Clonhasten,  and  closer  than  portion  of  St. 
John’s.  Mr.  Leary  has  a good  farm  at  Greenville,  and 
Enm'scorthy  is  his  market  town  ; Mi-.  Hill  has  a very 
extensive  farm  at  St.  John’s,  and  he  resides  in  a very 
large  house  at  St.  John’s,  and  though  his  advantages 
from  the  town  are  undoubtedly  greater  than  those 
derived  by  Mr.  O’Leary,  still  T think  Mr.  O’Leary  may 
be  considered  to  derive,  and  to  be  likely  in  future  to 
derive,  substantial  advantages  from  proximity  to  the 
town. 

233.  Then,  Mr.  Roberts,  I understand  yon  to  say 
that  in  addition  to  the  boundary  suggested  by  the 
Town  Commissioners,  you  would  suggest  the  taking  in 
of  the  entire  of  Greenville  ? — Yes.  The  reason  I men- 
tion this  is,  that  when  Mr.  "Wilkinson  was  giving  his 
evidence  he  defined  the  boundary  but  did  not  mention 
Greenville  was  excluded ; when  I got  the  map  and 
looked  at  it,  I found  the  word  “ out  ” written  on  it. 
I don’t  like  in  one  sense  to  suggest  that  Greenville 
should  be  included,  but  I throw  out  the  suggestion 
just  as  it  occurred  to  me. 

234.  From  your  intimate  local  knowledge,  Mr. 
Roberts,  I would  ask  you  do  you  think  there  is  any 
other  place  that  ought  to  be  taken  in,  or  have  you  any 

observation  to  make  as  to  the  boundary  selected  ] I 

think  what  the  Town  Commissioners  suggest  is  a very 
fair  extension. 

235.  Yon  say  you  think  there  are  only  some  twelve 
or  fourteen  or  fifteen  residents  would  be  brought  in 

within  the  present  boundary  and  the  proposed  area? 

Yes,  about  that ; I am  not,  of  course,  quite  positive. 

236.  Are  there  lands  held  hy  a good  many  people 
living  in  the  town? — Yes. 

237.  And  you  think  it  reasonable  that  they  should 
contribute  something  considering  the  advantages  de- 
rived?— Certainly. 

23S.  Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  arable  lands  are 
liable  only  to  one-fourth  1— Yes.  One  gentleman 

asked  me  whether  liis  house  would  be  valued  to  the 
full  extent,  and  I was  unable  to  answer  him  The 
general,  impression  is  that  land  only  will  be.  The 
suggestion  is  to  take  in  Blackstoops. 


239.  Is  there  any  general  suggestion  you  would 

lo  make  f-No  Tho  only  tffng  I STSt; 
say  be  tins:  before  tie  Tom,  CommmioieS 

would  think  of  takmg  up  the  county  roads— taki' 
into  their  own  hands  the  repairs  of  the  streets  a,,! 
roads  immediately  adjoining  the  town,  it  would  be  well 

to  ascertain  whether  Wexford  has  derived  much  benefit 

from  it  or  not.  My  own  impression  is  that  the  town 
of  Enmscorthy  never  received  from  the  countv  it, 
legitimate  right.  * "s 

240.  You  are  aware  that  at  present  the  Grand  Jury 

rate  is  assessed  equally  on  all  descriptions  of  property 
that  there  is  no  graduated  scale? — No  I .,m  L, 
of  that.  ' ‘ 0X6 


241.  Well,  if  the  control  of  these  bridges,  roads  &c 
were  transferred  to  the  Town  Council,  do  you  advocate 
that  those  works  should  be  charged  on  arable  laud  on 
the  full  amount,  or  only  be  subject  to  the  same  scale 
of  rating  they  are  subject  to  under  the  Towns  Im 
provement  Act— one-fourth  ?— That  is  a difficult  ques- 
tion to  answer,  for  this  reason,  the  foot-paths  and 
streets  would  give  the  first  advantage  to  the  towns- 
people ; those  residing  some  distance  away  would  not 
derive  so  much  benefit  as  the  householders  and  gentle- 
men in  the  town — business  men,  and  so  on.  Therefore 
it  would  require  some  little  consideration  to  arrive  at 
a just  conclusion  on  the  subject  of  the  rating. 

243.  But  at  the  present  moment  they  do  all  pay  to 
the  Grand  Jury  the  full  amount— is  not  that  so  ]— 
Yes,  but  that  extends  to  the  entire  county. 

244.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  as  to  whether  or 
not,  in  the  event  of  the  control  over  the  roads  within 
the  municipal  district  being  transferred  to  the  Town 
Commissioners,  the  charge  for  that  particular  class  of 
work  should  be  as  at  present  on  the  full  amount,  or  on 
the  reduced  amount  of  one-fourth  or  any  reduced 
amount  '1 — It  is  a subject  that  I think  would  require 
some  further  consideration. 


245.  Mr.  Casey. — I think  even  if  we  got  this  ex- 
tended boundary,  we  would  lie  entitled  to  charge  the 
full  rating,  for  we  would  have  to  keep  up  the  expenses 
of  the  roads.  I don’t  anticipate  that  the  foot-paths 
would  be  much  more.  What  we  wish  would  be  to 
charge  the  full  amount. 

.246.  Mr.  Roberts. — The  town  would  have  to  con- 
tribute, as  in  Wexford,  to  the  general  cess.  A great 
deal  would  depend  on  tho-  way  in  which  the  Town 
Council  would  insist  on  the  work  being  done.  In 
Wexford  it  is  done,  and  well  done.  I am  sorry  to  say 
the  county  work  here  is  wretchedly  done. 

247 . Mr.  Casey. — If  we  had  it  in  our  own  hands 
it  would  be  much  bettor  done. 

248.  Mr.  O’Brien. — As  I understand  you,  Mr. 
Casey,  you  think  the  works,  in  case  of  their  being 
transferred  to  you,  should  be  charged  on  the  fuU 
amount  1 — As  at  present. 

249.  Mr.  Roberts. — In  conversation  with  some  people 
who  live  outside,  the  opinion  of  those  living  outside 
the  present  boundary — living  at  a comparatively  re- 
mote distance  from  the  town — is,  that  if  the  Town 
Council  are  allowed  to  levy  the  rate  as  at  present,  the 
town  itself  would  take  the  lion’s  share  of  that. 

250.  Mr.  Casey. — The  boundary  would  be  clearly 
defined. 

251.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Mr.  Roberts  thinks  you  would 
lay  it  out  chiefly  ou  the  portion  you  are  most  interested 
in.  Can  you.  tell  me,  Mr.  Wilkinson,  what  is  the 
present  constituency — the  municipal  constituency  or 
nUoK^ei  -?/  voters  I cannot  say  for  certain. 

252.  Mr.  Casey.  — It  is  260  or  250. 

.253.  Mr.  O’Brien— And  how  many  persons  are 
eligible  for  the  office  of  Town  Commissioner? — 

254.  Mr.  Wilkinson. — About  forty. 

-55.  Mr.  O’Brien. — How  many  Commissioners  are 
there?— Fifteen. 

.256.  If  the  radius  suggested  by  the  Town  Com- 
missioners were  adopted,  about  how  many  would  it 
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, , to  j.]ie  number  of  electors  ? — It  would  make  up 
ubout  fiftv.  I think,  and  bring  it  up  to  300. 

057.  And  add  how  many  to  the  number  eligible  as 
Town  Commissioners? — About  ten. 

058  Do  you  not  think  that  to  persons  outside  it 
would  be  an  object  to  be  made  eligible  for  the  honour 


and  dignity  of  holding  the  position  of  Town  Commis- 
sioner?— Well,  judging  from  the  past,  I should  say 
not.  I would  wish  to  see  a greater  interest  in  these 
matters  taken ; but  as  a matter  of  fact,  some  of  the 
people  with  the  largest  interest  in  the  town,  keep 
away  from  the  Town  Council. 


Mr.  Thomas  Pounder  examined. 


259.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  live  outside  the  present 
boundary  1 — Yes. 

260.  And  would  you  be  included  in  the  proposed 
extension  ? — Yes. 

261.  In  what  townland  do  you  reside  ! — In  Black- 
stoops. 

262.  How  far  are  you  from  the  town  1 — About  an 
English  mile. 

263.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  extension? — I am 
not  in  favour  of  being  taxed  any  way.  I have  two 
farms  on  two  leases. 

264.  Do  you  not  derive  advantages  from  the  town  ? 
-Yes. 

265.  You  are  aware  that  arable  lands  are  only 
liable  to  be  assessed  at  one-fourth  of  the  net  valua- 
tion?—Yes. 


266.  Do  you  consider  that  fan- ? — Yes;  but  mv 
house  would  be  rated  in  full. 

267.  Houses  in  connexion  with  land  are  not  valued 
as  high  as  houses  in  the  town  ? — No. 

268.  Don’t  you  consider  that  one-fourth  assessed  on 
land  would  fairly  represent  the  contribution  towards 
the  expenses? — If  they  assessed  at  one-fourth,  we 
would  be  perfectly  satisfied. 

269.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  the  county  work, 
the  powers  hitherto  exercised  by  the  Grand  Jury,  being 
transferred  to  the  Commissioners? — Well,  I never 
thought  about  it. 

270.  But  you  think  in  any  case  that  the  charge 
should  not  be  more  than  one-fourth  ? — Yes. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


WEXFORD.— FEBRUARY  8th,  1879. 
Before  Messrs.  Ex  ham,  q.c.,  O’Brien,  and  Cotton,  c.e. 
Mr.  Thomas  O’Leary  examined. 


1.  You  are  the  Town  Clerk? — I am,  since  1869. 

2.  The  town  is  divided  into  three  wards? — It  is. 

3.  For  municipal  purposes  ? — Yes. 

4.  Are  there  the  same  wards  for  Poor  Law  purposes  ? 
—Yes,  they  are  all  the  same. 

5.  Are  there  separate  wards  for  Poor  Law  purposes, 
for  the  election  of  Guardians — are  Guardians  elected 
for  these  three  wards  ? — No. 

6.  They  are  not  elected  for  wards  at  all  ? — No. 

7.  There  is  no  Poor  Law  ward  ? — No. 

8.  Chairman. — Can  you  give  me  first  the  valuation 
and  population  of  the  town  ? — The  population  is 
12,077. 

9.  And  the  acreable  area? — 483. 

10.  And  the  valuation? — £15,787  of  the  borough. 

11.  That  is  the  last  valuation  of  the  borough? — 
Yes. 

12.  Could  you  give  me  separately  the  valuation  of 
these  three  wards  ? First  of  all,  what  are  their  names  ? 
— St.  Selskir’s,  St.  Mary’s,  and  St.  Iberias. 

13.  And  the  number  of  municipal  voters? — 235. 
In  St.  Selsker’s  there  are  93  electors ; in  St.  Iberias 
96,  and  in  St.  Mary’s  46. 

14.  Are  the  limits  of  the  Parliamentary  and  muni- 
cipal boundaries  the  same  ? — Yes. 

15.  Do  yon  know  the  acreage  of  the  municipal 
boundaries  ? — I can  tell  you  in  a moment. 

16.  How  many  representatives  on  the  Council  are 
there  in  each  ward? — Eight — two  Aldermen  and  six 
Councillors. 

1 7.  Are  the  Parliamentary  and  municipal  boundaries 
equal  now? — Yes,  they  are. 

18.  Now,  could  you  tell  me  the  number  of  voters 
at  present  here,  and  how  many  for  each  ward  ? — For 
municipal  purposes,  183  elector’s  altogether. 

19.  And  can  you  say  are  they  about  equal  for  each 
ward?— No,  St.  Mary’s  is  the  smallest  number,  a great 
deal. 

20.  How  many  Parliamentary  voters  are  there  ? 

498. 

21.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  present  wards,  are  the 
Corporation  or  Town  Commissioners  satisfied  with  the 
present  arrangement  of  the  wards? — I never  heard 
much  complaint  about  them. 

22.  Is  it  thought  advisable  that  they  should  be 
altered  in  any  respect? — I never  heard  any  complaint 


about  the  wards.  St.  Mary’s  is  considered  small — the 
number  of  burgesses  is  small. 

23.  And  can  you  say  whether  it  would  be  advisable, 
in  your  opinion,  that  any  change  should  be  made,  so 
as  to  equalize  the  number? — Well,  I think  myself  that 
if  the  town  were  divided  into  two  wards  it  might  be 


24.  And  can  you  say  is  that,  or  has  it  been,  the 
opinion  of  the  Town  Commissioners  as  a body? — No,  I 
never  heard  them  say  it. 

25.  But  that  would  be  your  own  opinion  ? — It 
would. 

26.  Well,  the  town  at  present  is  all  in  the  electoral 
division  of  Wexford? — Yes. 

27.  And  that  extends  largely  out? — Yes. 

28.  What  is  the  acreage  ? —3,709  acres. 

29.  I suppose,  then,  knowing,  as  we  do,  that  it  is 
bounded  by  the  sea  on  one  side,  the  electoral  division 
may  be  said  to  extend  three  miles  from  the  town  in 
every  direction  ? — Oh,  more  than  that,  I should  say. 

30.  At  all  events,  it  extends  a couple  of  miles,  that 
is  certain? — Yes,  a long  way. 

31.  Would  any  extension  of  the  borough  that  has 
yet  been  made,  or  suggested  to  be  made,  be  still  within 
the  electoral  division  ? — Certainly. 

32  Now,  the  next  question  I shall  ask  you  is  as  to 
the  rates.  First  of  all,  the  roads  here  are  under  the 

management  of  the  borough?— Yes. 

33.  How  long  have  they  been  so  ? — Since  1873.  _ 

34  You  obtained  a provisional  order,  transferring 
to  you  the  control  of  those  roads  previously  exercised 
by  the  Grand  Jury?— Yes ; it  was  confirmed  by  Act 
of  Parliament  in  that  year. 

35.  What  year?— In  1873. 

36.  Will  you  be  able  to  give  me  a copy  of  that?— A es. 

37.  I find  here  the  rates  that  have  been  struck,  for 
tbe  past  five  years,  taking  them  in  columns,  municipal, 
poor  law,  and  county : — 

Municipal.  Poor  Raw.  County. 


1877,  • • u 

1876,  • ■ } 

1875,  • • J 

1874,  • • 1 

Are  these  correct  ? — Yes. 


ESSISCOBTHT. 
fe5.  7,  1879. 

Mr.  George  C. 

Roberts. 


Mr.T.  Pounder. 


Wextoib. 
fib.  8, 1679. 

Mr.  Thomne 
O'Leary. 
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39.  The  last  one  was  the  first  after  the  provisional 
order  ? — Yes. 

40.  The  county  rate  mentioned  there  is  what  you  are 
entitled  to  charge  under  the  provisional  order  1— Yes. 

41.  Not  exceeding  two  shillings  in  the  pound  ? 

42.  Now,  does  that  include  the  proportion  of  county 
at  large  charges  ? — Yes. 

43.  The  entire  1 — Yes. 

44.  Can  you  tell  me  was  that  about  the  amount  of 
county  rate  that  was  levied  in  former  times — in  the 
year  preceding  1S74  was  it  more  or  less? — It  is  less. 

45.  This  is  less? — Yes. 

46.  On  the  average,  as  far  as  you  know,  for  four  or 
five  years  before  you  got  the  provisional  order,  what 
was  the  county  cess?-  -I  think  it  was  generally  Is.  8cZ. 
— that  is  10d.  each  half  year. 

47.  But  you  say  it  is  less  since  1874  ?— I think  the 
county  cess  has  increased  since  1874. 

48.  Since  you  got  the  provisional  order  do  you 
mean  ? — Yes,  it  has  increased  partly  in  consequence 
of  the  change. 

49.  In  the  five  years  since  the  passing  of  the  Act 
the  county  cess  has  been  heavier? — Yes. 

50.  Heavier  than  it  was  before  ? — Yes. 

51.  Including  the  county-at-large  charges? — Yes. 

52.  But  since  the  passing  of  that  Act  the  lands  in 
the  town  have  only  been  paying  rate  on  one-fourth  of 
the  valuation  ? — Yes  ; but  they  are  very  trifling. 

53.  I was  confining  myself  to  county  cess  which,  as 
I understand,  since  the  passing  of  the  provisional 
order  is  payable  by  the  barony  ? — By  the  barony  of 
Forth. 

54.  Is  not  the  county  cess  payable  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  barony  of  Wexford  since  the  passing 
of  the  provisional  order  ? — No ; it  is  the  county  -cess 
payable  by  the  barony  of  Forth.  Wexford,  before  the 
provisional  order  passed,  paid  its  proportion  the  same 
as  all  the  rest  of  the  barony  of  Forth.  The  rural  part 
of  the  barony  of  Forth  pays  more  than  it  did  before. 

55.  Comparing  what  was  paid  prior  to  1873  and 
what  wras  paid  since,  which  is  the  largest? — Since  we 
got  the  pro-visional  order  ? 

56.  Yes  ? — The  county  cess  has  been  heavier. 

57.  The  Mayor. — We  pay  less. 

58.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  said  there  were  two  ten- 
penny  rates,  that  would  be  Is.  8d.,  but  the  figures  just 
read  -would  show  more  than  that  7— — It  could  be  largely 
lessened,  but  that  the  surplus  is  expended  on  the  im- 
provement of  the  town. 

59.  Chairman. — You  have  given  me  here  what  is 
struck  in  the  county  for  the  last  five  years  in  lieu  of 
old  county  cess.  Now,  take  five  years  before  that,  and 
what  I want  to  know  is  whether  -was  the  county  cess 
more  or  less  for  those  five  years,  as  payable,  mind  you, 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  %— I am  not  pre- 
pared to  answer  the  question. 

60.  I want  to  know  if  the  cash  payments  were  less 
by  the  people  of  the  borough  before  or  since  the  pass- 
ing of  this  Act.  Now,  according  to  your  experience 
and  judgment,  have  the  roads  been  better  kept  by  the 
Commissioners  since  the  Grand  Jury  powers  were 
transferred  to  them  than  before? — Well,  I can’t 
exactly  say,  but  I believe  they  are  certainly  better 
kept. 

61.  This  town  is  under  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act? — It  is,  for  that  purpose;  but  it  is  under  the 
Municipal  Act  both. 

62.  But  so  far  as  the  improvement  rate  is  concerned, 
it  is  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act? — Yes. 

63.  Arable  lands,  and  so  on,  are  only  liable  to  be 

rated  at  one-fourth  the  net  annual  valuation? Yes. 

64.  Have  you,  since  the  passing  of  the  Provisional 
Order  Act,  levied  the  road  rate,  or  county  cess  in  lieu 
of  it,  only  on  one-fourth  of  the  valuation  of  arable 
land  ? — That  was  all. 

65.  And  they,  in  point  of  fact,  have  only  paid  one- 
fourth  of  the  county-at-large  charges,  and  one-fourth 
of  what  it  cost  for  keeping  the  roads  in  repair-? — That 
is  all. 


66.  Then  by  the  passing  of  the  provisional  or(W 

the  owners  or  occupiers  of  the  arable  lauds,  and  oth  ’ 
land  mentioned  in  the  62nd  section  of  the  To  * 
Improvement  Act,  have  derived  great  advantage 
benefit  ?— Yes.  °e  and 

67.  In  fact,  for  the  past  five  years,  they  only  paid 

one-fourth  of  the  county  cess  in  place  of  what  thev 
paid  before? — Yes.  ■ 

68.  And  than  applies  to  the  county  at  large  cWc™ 

as  I understand  you  ? — Yes.  0 

69.  Mr.  O’Brien. — The  Grand  Jury  le  vyno  ces& 
within  the  borough  now  at  all? — No. 

70.  Then  I presume  you  levy  it  and  pay  the  con- 
tribution ? — Yes. 

71.  Have  the  works  executed  in  connexion  with 
these  matters,  previously  under  the  control  of  the 
Grand  Jury,  been  of  a more  extensive  character  than 
before — have  the  Grand  Jury  or  you  done  more  work? 
— We  have  ; in  fact  it  amounts  to  about  £400  a year 

72.  Do  you  mean  more  work  done  ? — Yes. 

73.  And  the  increased  work,  you  say,  is  represented 
by  £400  a year  ? — Yes.  In  fact  they  gave  nothing 
before ; nothing  at  all  I may  say  for  some  years. 

74.  So  that,  I presume,  the  poundage  rates  of  the 

last  five  years,  and  the  poundage  rates  of  the  five  years 
before,  would  not  be  a fair  criterion  of  what  the  effect 
was,  without  having  regard  to  the  work  done ; for  you 
have  done  more  work  within  the  last  five  years  than 
was  done  before  ? — Yes. 

75.  That  increase  you  say  is  represented  by  about 
£400? — Yes  ; more  than  6 cl.  in  the  pound. 

76.  How  is  your  payment  to  the  Grand  Jury  cal- 
culated in  lieu  of  county-at-large  charges?— The 
secretary  of  the  Gi-and  J ury  sends  notice  to  the  Cor- 
poration to  pay  the  proportion  of  Grand  Jury  charges, 
and  that  is  estimated  on  the  relative  value — the  pro- 
portionate value. 

77.  Chairman. — In  estimating  that  do  the  Grand 
Jury  give  credit  for  the  arable  land  in  the  boundary- 
paying  only  one-fourth  ? — They  do  not. 

78.  So  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  town  at  present 
pays  the  county-at-large  charges  the  same  as  they  did 
before  ? — Yes. 

79.  And  the  ratepayers  of  the  town,  that  is  such 
as  are  holders  of  house  property,  pay  the  whole  rate  ? 
— Yes. 

80.  They  have  to  make  up  the  three-fourths  and 
pay  it  over  to  the  Grand  Jury  in  favour  of  the  men 
who  hold  land  that  is  exempted  as  to  three-fourths 
under  the  62nd  section  of  the  Act? — Yes;  there  is 
that  disadvantage. 

82.  Mr.  Cotton. — What  proportion  of  that  464 
acres  is  arable  land? — Ob,  I don’t  suppose  there  is  more 
than,  perhaps,  some  ten  aci-es. 

S3.  Your  total  valuation,  you  said,  is  £15,787 — now, 
how  much  of  that  is  represented  by  arable  land? — 
Only  about  £20  a year. 

84.  I mean  how  much  of  the  valuation  of  £15,787 
is  arable  land,  only  to  be  assessed  at  one-fourth  ? — I 
understand.  Perhaps  about  £20  a year. 

85.  £20  a year  valuation  only  ? — That  is  all. 

86.  Chairman. — With  reference  to  the  roads,  Mr. 
O’Leary,  you  tell  me  that  from  your  own  knowledge 
the  roads  have  been  much  better  kept  since  you  got 
them  under  your  own  control  than  before  you  had 
them  ? — They  have. 

S7.  And  have  they  been  kept  at  a greater  or  less 
expenditure  than  before  ? — At  less  expense — by  the 
perch. 

88.  Mr.  Cotton. — Are  your  roads  kept  now  by  con- 
tract?— No ; by  a staff  employed  for  the  purpose. 

89.  By  your  own  staff? — Yes;  we  found  it  less  than 
by  contract,  and  so  we  decided  upon  having  it  done  by 
a proper  staff. 

90.  Yon  have  your  own  town  surveyor  ? — Yes. 

91.  Chairman. — You  have  your  own  officers  to  keep 
the  roads,  flag-ways,  and  so  on  in  repair  ? — Yes. 

92.  And  you  say  you  can  do  it  much  better  and  at 
a less  cost  than  the  Grand  Jury  did  when  they  had  it 
under  their  control  ? — Yes. 
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93.  Ami  the  flag-ways  are  kept  in  order,  tool — They 
are.  The  flag-ways  are  vastly  improved  within  the 
last  few  years.  There  are  concrete  footpaths  made  ; 
and  the  sewerage,  which  was  in  a very  bad  state,  is 
now  drawing  to  completion. 

94.  Well,  was  the  expenditure  in  regard  to  sewerage 
paid  for  out  of  what  you  levy  in  lieu  of  county  ratel — 
Yes. 

95.  And  not  by  a sewer  rate  1 — Quite  so. 

96.  You  spoke  of  a certain  amount  saved  during  the 
past  four  or  five  years — a certain  sum  representing  the 
advantage  derived  under  the  new  system — can  you  say 
how  much,  of  your  own  knowledge,  was  saved  1 — £300 
or  £400  on  the  average  for  the  past  four  or  five  years 
we  have  saved. 

97.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Would  the  Corporation,  having 
now  had  four  or  five  yearn  experience  of  the  working 
of  the  present  system — w ould  theyjnow  desire  to  revert 
to  the  old  system — to  the  original  arrangement? — I am 
very  sure  they  would  not.  I may  say  there  was  a good 
deal  of  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
altered  system  before,  but  there  is  none  now.  Every- 
one is  quite  satisfied  with  it. 

98.  Chairman. — Are  you  able  to  speak  on  the  part 
of  the  Town  Commissioners  as  to  whether  they  think 
the  existing  boundary  too  narrow — the  existing  boun- 
dary of  the  borough? — Well,  as  I believe  you  have 
seen  from  the  answers  to  the  queries  you  forwarded, 
there  is  a difference  of  opinion  on  that  subject. 

99.  The  matter  has  been  discussed  by  the  Town 
Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

100.  And  there  was  a divided  opinion  amongst  them 
on  the  subject? — Yes,  and  estimates  have  been  made 
by  three  or  four  at  the  meetings  as  to  the  effects  that 
would  follow  from  extensions. 

101.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Does  the  objection  of  those  who 
resisted  any  extension  rest  on  the  supposition  that 
lands  brought  in  would  be  only  rated  at  one-fourth? — 
Certainly. 

102.  And  that,  you  say,  influenced  those  who  were 
unfavourable  to  an  extension  of  the  boundary  ? — Yes, 
that  is  the  chief  point  influencing  them. 

103.  But  suppose  a different  arrangement  were  made 
— suppose  the  county  expenditure  were  to  be  charged, 
as  it  was  previously,  uniformly  on  all  descriptions  of 
property,  would  the  feeling  then  be  in  favour  of  exten- 
sion 1 — I think  so. 

104.  Chairman. — Suppose  the  owners  of  land  out- 
side the  present  boundary — say  for  a mile— suppose 
they  were  brought  in  within  the  boundary,  paying  even 
the  present  proportion  of  improvement  rat® — one- 
fourth — but  left  liable  to  the  same  county  cess,  do  you 
think  the  people  inside  would  oppose  that,  or  be  in 
favour  of  such  an  extension  ? — That  is  just  the  point 
on  which  the  difference  of  opinion  ai-ises. 

105.  Would  there  be  unanimity  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Town  Commissioners  if  the  land  to  be 
brought  in  were  only  made  liable  to  one-fourth  of  the 
improvement  rate,  but  still  remained  liable  to  pay  rate 
equal  in  amount  to  the  present  county  cess  1 — I don’t 
understand  what  you  mean  by  saying  improveitLent 
rate  and  county  cess. 

106  Improvement  rate  is  under  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act,  lands  liable  to  one-fourth. . Now,  suppose 
the  lands  outside  were  to  be  brought  in  liable  to  pay 
one-fourth  only,  and  liable  at  the  same  time  to  the  same 
county  rate  to  which  they  are  liable  now,  would  that 
produce  a unanimity  of  feeling? — Well,  if  they  paid 
that  to  the  town,  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  town, 
no  doubt. 

107.  Understand  me.  Suppose  the  occupiers  of 
land  outside — say,  for  an  area  of  a mile — suppose  they 
were  brought  in,  paying  one-fourth  of  the  improve- 
ment rate,  and  remained  liable  to  pay  the  full  propor- 
tion of  the  road  rate,  instead  of  to  the  Grand  Jury,  would 
the  Town  Commissioners  be  unanimous  in  bringing 
them  in  ? — I must  say  I am  stall  somewhat  at  a loss 
to  understand  the  proposition  exactly. 

108.  The  object  would  be  this — the  town  would 
get  three-fom-ths  more  of  theroadrate — the  entire  of  the 


road  rate — and  one-fourth  of  the  improvement  rate? — wexfoud 

Weeall  the  road  rate  andtheimprovementratethesame.  8 lgJ9 

109.  I am  talking  of  the  improvement  rate  proper — — 

that  you  are  empowered  to  levy  under  the  62nd  sec-  ^Jhomas 
tion  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  of  1854.  Under  ea‘7' 
that  section  of  the  Act  you  are  entitled  to  strike  an 
improvement  rate  not  exceeding  Is.  in  the  pound. 

You  are  of  course  aware  that  by  the  62nd  section  of 
that  Act  arable  land  is  only  liable  to  be  rated  at  one- 
fourth  the  net  annual  value? — Yes. 

110.  Still  those  arable  lands  remained  up  to  the 
time  you  got  your  Provisional  Act  liable  to  pay  the 
entire  of  the  county  cess.  Suppose  that  arable  lands 
outside  the  present  boundary  were  brought  in,  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  way  liable  to  pay  one-fourth  of  the 
improvement  rate,  one-fourth  of  that  shilling,  and  to 
pay  to  the  town  instead  of  to  the  Grand  July  the 
whole  county  cess,  would  the  people  of  the  town  he 
unanimous  in  bringing  them  in  ? — I think  so ; hut  I 
may  mentiou  that  the  improvement  rate  you  speak  of 
under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  there  never  has 
been  a rate  struck  for  that  in  Wexford. 

111.  I thought  you  said  you  adopted  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act  in  its  entirety  ? — But  we  never 
struck  the  rate.  We  strike  a rate  under  the  Municipal 
Act. 

113.  Then,  under  the  Municipal  Act  of  1840,  how 
comes  it  that  the  arable  lands  pay  only  one-fourth  ? — 

This  is  the  way  it  is — under  the  provisional  order  of 
1873  all  rates  levied  under  that  shall  be  levied,  calcu- 
lated as  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  of  1854. 

114.  But,  in  point  of  fact,  the  owners  of  arable  laud 
still  continue  to  pay  the  whole? — The  whole  of  the 
borough  rate— the  ninepenny  rate. 

115.  Well,  now,  with  regard  to  the  people  outside, 
is  there  any  feeling,  as  far  as  you  know,  amongst  the 
people  outside  the  borough  boundary  in  favour  of 
their  being  brought  in  ?— I know  some  of  them  that 
would  not  like  it,  but  I have  been  told  by  some  that 
they  would  wish  for  it 

116.  In  other  words,  there  is  a difference  of  opinion 

on  the  subject ; some  would  like  it,  and  others  would 
not? — Yes.  . 

117.  And  I suppose  it  is  really  a question  of  terms 
more  than  anything  else  ? — Yes. 

118.  Mr.  O’Brien.— Taking  the  centre  of  the  town, 
what  is  the  radius  of  the  present  municipal  boundary? 

— About  a mile. 

119.  An  English  mile  1 — Yes. 

120.  The  Mayor. — An  English  mile  would  be  from 
the  Bull-ring.  It  is  about  half  an  English  mile  north- 
east or  north-west,  and  about  a mile  on  the  south- 


SaSj21.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Take  a radius  of  two  miles, 
ure  there  lands,  within  a radius  of  two  miles,  not  in- 
cluded in  the  present  boundary,  that  derive  advantages 
from  their  proximity  to  the  town  of  Wexford  ? Cer- 
Sainly  : no  doubt  of  it.  . , , . 

122-  And  are  many  of  those  lands  occupied  by  in 
habited  houses  within  that  radius? — Yes,  there  are 
some  : they  are  not  very  numerous.  _ 

103  Would  the  radius  of  two  miles  increase  very 
much  the  number  of  ratepayers  within  the  municipal 
district  1— It  would  bring  in  occupiers  and  owners  ol 

laJp4  And  within  that  radius  of  two  miles  you  say 
they  all  derive  exceptional  advantag^  from  their 
proximity  to  the  town  ?— Yes,  there  is  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  being  so  near  the  market.  . 

125  Do  the  children  of  those  people  living  outside 
resort  to  the  town  for  school  purposes  l—' Yes.  . 

126.  Chairman. — Is  the  railway  station  within  the 
borough  l— It  is  j the  borough  is  extended  out  beyond 

what  is  the  largest  extension  you  have 
heard  discussed,  favoured  I may  ^y ’—Well,  when 
theTmatter  was  brought  before  the  Corporation,  what 
received  most  favour  was  a small  el  tension  bringing 
to  as  many  houses  and  as  little  land  ar  they  could. 

128  Mr.  O'Brien.— But  the  whole  of  this,  as  I 
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understand,  proceeded  on  the  supposition  that  lands 
were  only  to  be  rated  at  one-fourth ; is  not  that  so  1 — 
Yes ; decidedly. 

129.  But  the  case  would  assume  an  entirely  different 
aspect  if  the  law  were  altered,  and  they  were  to  be 
assessed  at  the  full  amount? — Yes. 

130.  Chairman. — Now,  suppose  there  was  a two- 
mile  radius  adopted  as  an  extension,  how  many  gentle- 
men’s seats  would  it  bring  in,  could  you  say,  supposing 
you  were  to  take  an  extension  of  two  miles  from  the 
centre  of  the  town? — About  twenty  residences,  I 
would  say. 

131.  The  Mayor. — That  would  take  in  Ferrycarrig 
townland. 

132.  Chairman. — How  many  townlands,  or  parts 
of  townlands,  are  included  in  the  present  municipal 
district  ? — There  are  a great  number  of  small  ones. 

133.  Does  it  cut  townlands — does  it  cut  townland 
boundaries? — It  does. 

134.  Does  it  cut  fields  ? — It  does. 

135.  The  Mayor. — I may  mention  that  it  even  goes 
round  fields,  or  rather  goes  round  houses,  and  leaves 
out  houses,  and  takes  in  the  land. 

136.  Chairman. — Would  it  be  feasible  so  to  limit 
or  alter  the  boundary  that  it  would  comprise  entire 
townlands  ? — I could  not  tell  that. 

137.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Don’t  you  think  that  in  prac- 
tice it  would  be  of  advantage,  and  a convenience,  if 
the  municipal  boundary  were  made  coterminous  with 
townlands,  that  being  a known  denomination? — It 


™uld  1»  some,  but  it  fc  not  ot  m,ltetiol 
quence,  I think.  Lunse- 

138.  Chairman.— Do  you  know  how  many  L, 

point  of  population,  and  then  how  many  voters  l\  n 
bo  brought  in  b,  . rudiuo  of  two  mil.,K tl  S 
of  tbs  town  bemg  adopted  !_WoIl,  compamtiX  , 
should  say,  a very  small  number;  for,  of  course  rt, 
outlying  districts  are  mostly  land,  and,  in  some  c’as? 
land  held  by  persons  residing  in  the  town.  ’ 

1 39.  Who  have  already  votes  residing  in  the  town  J 

Yes ; souie  of  them.  I don’t  suppose  it  would  add 

a very  large  number.  I think  it  is  my  duty  as  Town 
Clerk  to  mention  that  our  difficulty  would  arise  as  to 
an  extension,  and  that  is  that  the  land  lies  very  Wi, 
Now.  suppose  in  the  ones  of  supplying  the' peSk 
with  water,  from  the  new  waterworks,  it  would  make 
a difference,  the  land  lying  so  high. 

140.  Suppose  in  the  case  of  an  extension  Leins 
agreed  upon,  has  the  Corporation  considered  the  ques- 
tion  of  giving  the  benefit  of  lighting  and  water  to 
the  extent  of  this  district?— Of  course  they  have’ the 
power  of  doing  it. 

141.  Yes;  but  have  they  considered  the  question 
as  to  whether  they  would  propose  to  do  it  or  not?— 
They  have  made  a calculation  as  to  what  would  be  the 
effect  even  on  the  one-fourth  valuation,  and  they  have 
calculated  for  the  number  of  lamps,  and  the  water,  and 

142.  And  have  they  considered  it  irrespective  of 
giving  water  and  light  to  these  districts  1— No ; it  was 
calculated  on  the  basis  of  giving  water  and  light. 


Mr.  John  J. 
Walsh. 


Mi-.  John  J.  Walsh,  Mayor  of  Wexford,  examined. 


143.  Can  you  give  us  the  valuation  of  the  three 
wards?— St.  Iberias’  is  £5,316  5s.;  St.  Mary’s  is 
(with  the  smallest  number  of  voters)  £4,867  5s  • and 
St.  Selskir’s  £4,304  19s. 

144.  I would  ask  as  to  the  statement  of  the  Town 
Clerk,  to  the  effect  that  in  his  opinion  it  would  be 
better  if  there  were  two  wards  only ; have  you  over 
heard  that  view  expressed  1— No ; I never  heard  the 
question  mooted  till  to-day. 

145.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  any 

change  made  as  to  the  arrangement  of  the  wards  ? 

W ell,  considering  how  it  has  worked  up  to  the  present 
and  for  such  a lengthened  period,  I don’t  thinV  so’ 
I would  not  be  for  making  any  change  in  the  wards 
for  I really  don’t  think  they  could  be  better  than  at 
present. 

146.  You  have  heard  me  asking  the  question  as  to 
the  alteration  in  the  town  since  you  got  possession  of 
the  roads  in  1874;  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  roads 
have  been  better  kept,  and  more  economically  than 
before — better  kept  than  when  they  were  under  the 
control  of  the  Grand  Jury?— The  wayitwa§  is  this— 
.Previous  to  the  separation  of  the  barony  we  had  to  go 
to  the  county  for  anything— any  little  improvement 
we  wanted— when  we  were  made  a separate  barony 
The  county  were  in  the  habit  of  allowing  £150  a year 
or  flagging.  After  a little  the  county  cess  payers 

stopped  that,  and  if  we  wanted  anything,  we  had  to 
go  begging  for  it.  Then  we  got  this  provisional  order  • 
since  then  our  rating  is  about  the  same  as  we  would 
be  paying  otherwise,  maybe  a penny  per  .year  more, 
and  we  have  £400  a year  to  spare  to  spend  on  the 
improvement  of  the  town. 

147.  That  is  £400  a year  more  than  was  spent 
under  the  old  system?— Yes;  the  town  of  Wexford 
pays  from  £700  to  £800  a year  for  county-atolarge 
charges,  if  not  more,  and  while  on  that  I may  SaV 
there  is  another  thing  I think  is  a great  hardship  here 
If  a fire  occurs  within  the  town,  or  malicious  iniury’ 
we  have  no  representation  at  the  presentment  sessions 
and  we  are  assessed  for  it,  and  made  pay  for  it  if  it  is 
brought  in  a malicious  injury  or  otherwise.  We  have 
as  I say,  no  representation  on  the  baronial  sessions.  ’ 

148.  Chairman.— Do  you  mean  for  a burning  in 
the  town  itself?— Yes;  they  assess  us.  £100  being 


claimed  the  rural  gentlemen  come  in,  and  find  it  to  be 
malicious  injury,  and  strike  it  on  us. 

149.  And  in  that  case  had  you  to  pay  the  whole  of 
it? — Yes. 

150.  Then,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  an  enormous  sum 
that  you  have  to  pay  towards  the  county-at-large 
charges.  It  appears  to  be  Is.  Id.  in  the  pound  about, 
for  county-at-large  charges;  in  other  places  it  is  only  Id. 
or  ad.  in  the  pound.  It  is  a wonder  to  me  why  it  is  so 
much  more  in  Wexford  than  elsewhere. 

151.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Your  assessment  for  county-at- 
large  charges  is  precisely  what  it  would  have  been  if 
the  change  had  not  been  made  under  the  provisional 
order  at  all.  It  made  no  change  at  all  ? 

Mr._  Walsh. — No. 

152.  Chairman. — It  is  Is.  Id.  in  the  pound  for 
county-at-large  charges  out  of  2s.,  and  in  other  places, 
as  I have  said,  we  found  it  was  Id.  or  8d.  in  the 
pound.  I was  wondering  why  it  was  so  much 
larger. 

. 1^4.  Mr.  Henry  Wynne. — The  expense  ofmaintain- 
mg  the  District  Lunatic  Asylum  probably  makes  the 
difference. 

155.  Witness. — I may  mention  that  before  we  ob- 
tained the  provisional  order,  I believe  (I  am  not  quite 
clear,  however,  about  this)  we  formerly  had  the  main 
street,  perhaps  a mile  and  a half  through,  for  which 
the  county-at-large  paid  half  the  cost  for  keeping  it  in 
repair,  because  it  is  the  mail-coach  road.  Now,  how- 
ever, we  have  to  pay  the  whole  of  it,  and  there  is  no 
allowance  made  for  it. 

. 156.  Chairman. — Yes,  but  you  say  that,  after  keep- 
1Qf?  your  streets  in  repair,  and  so  on,  you  are  £400  a 
year  to  the  good? — After  keeping  the  streets  in  repair 
we  have  about  £400  a year  to  lay  out  on  flagging  and 
sewering. 

157.  And  the  roads  you  are  able  to  keep  in  good 
order?— Yes. 

158.  Taking  the  general  result,  now,  do  you  think 
you  would  be  inclined  to  revert  to  the  former  system  ? 

No,  I don’t  think  anyone  would  broach  such  a pro- 
^°i^kq011  88  t0  l*ack  to  old  system. 

159.  I suppose  you  had  some  persuasive  power 
exercised  on  the  Grand  Jury  ? — The  Grand  Jury 
agreed  to  the  separation  unanimously.  We  gave  them 
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a (rreat  deal  of  annoyance,  aud  tliey  -wanted  to  get  rid 

°f  160  Chairman.— I suppose  you  have  been  living 
here  yourself  a long  time?— Yes,  I was  born  here  in 

^1G1 1 Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  present  area  is  too 
mall  ? Is  there  a division  of  opinion  on  the  subject  ? ' 
!™Well  there  was  never  a division  on  it.  We  kept 

•fectly  clear  when  we  heard  that  the  Commissioners 
were  coming  here,  and  we  were  clear  to  take  no  divi- 
sion on  the  subject  at  all,  so  that  I really  cannot  say 

myself  what  way  the  majority  would  go.  _ 

162  Then,  we  had  better  keep  to  individual  opinions. 
What  is  your  own  opinion — do  you  think  the  present 
boundary  is  too  small?— My  own  opinion,  wlienlcame 
into  the  room,  was  against  any  change  being  made  in 
the  boundary,  but  if  we  were  to  get  a fair  proportion  of 
the  rural  charges,  I would  certainly  be  in  favour  of  mak- 
ina  a fail-  extension.  I would,  however,  be  of  opinion 
that  an  extension  of  two  miles  would  be  too  much. 

163.  First  of  all,  is  it  your  opinion  that  lands 
within  a certain  distance  of  the  town  derive  ex- 
ceptional benefit,  and  are  more  valuable  in  consequence 
of  their  proximity  to  the  town? — No  doubt  of  it. 

164.  And  I suppose  the  owners  of  these  lands — the 
gentlemen  and  the  poorer  people,  make  use  of  the 
town  largely  ?— They  do,  in  this  way— people  living 
within  a radius  of  a couple  of  miles  of  the  town  have 
a wonderful  market  for  milk  and  butter,  and  they 
bring  them  into  the  town  on  donkey’s  carts.  This  is  of 
course  a great  source  of  profit.  They  come  in  every 
morning. 

1G5.  Are  there  any  market  gardens  ? — Well,  there 
are  very  few.  They  are  principally  grass  for  grazing 
milch  cows. 

166.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  if  they 
pay  higher  rents  to  the  landlords  ? — Yes. 

167.  In  consequence  of  the  advantages  they  derive 
from  their  proximity  to  the  city  or  town? — De- 
cidedly. 

168.  And  the  landlords  are  able  to  get  a higher 
rent  in  that  way? — I myself  have  land  set  at  £4  10s. 
an  acre,  which  would  be  fifty  shillings,  not  that 
perhaps,  if  it  were  ten  or  fifteen,  or,  say,  even  five 
miles  away  from  the  town  of  Wexford.  But  at  the 
same  time,  let  me  say,  that  iu  speaking  of  these  people, 
who  are  purely  farmers — people  who  have  not  resi- 
dences, with  just  a few  acres  of  ground — I think  as  to 
bringing  them  in,  it  would  be  a hardship  if  they  were 
to  be  rated  to  the  full  amount. 

169.  But  these  people  you  refer  to  do  at  present  pay 
the  full  county  cess.  Is  not  that  so  ? — Yes ; but  they 
do  nob  pay  any  municipal  rate. 

170.  At  present  though  they  pay  the  full  county 
cess? — Yes ; but  they  pay  the  full  poors  rate. 

171.  They  pay,  of  course,  no  municipal  taxation  ? 
—No. 

173.  Well,  now,  how  do  you  think  they  ought  to 
contribute  to  the  town  expenses,  considering  the  ex- 
ceptional advantage  they  derive — ought  they,  in  your 
opinion,  contribute  anything  towards  the  rating,  of  the 
town,  keeping  the  county  cess  out  of  consideration  al- 
together— the  county  cess  would  be  the  same — sup- 
pose, in  point  of  fact,  that  it  is  only  the  hand  that  is 
to  receive  it  that  is  to  be  changed? — My  opinion  is 
that  they  ought  not  to  he  rated,  but  if  they  were  to 
be  rated  anything  extra  from  living  near  the  the  town 
they  ought  to  get  some  advantage  in  the  way  of  light- 
ing and  watering,  if  it  could  be  done. 

174.  You  say  yourself  that  in  your  opinion  the 
land  outside  is  exceptionally  valuable  from  its 
proximity  to  the  town,  and  that  those  who  live  outside . 
use  the  town  largely  for  buying  and  selling  in  it  ? 
Yes. 

175.  The  question  is,  then,  should  they  not  . pay 
something  towards  the  cleansing,  watering,  and  light- 
ing of  the  town,  and  so  on,  in  respect  of  the  land  for 
which  they  derive  such  benefit  ? — I would  not  like  to 
give  any  opinion  on  that.  I don’t  know  that  they 
derive  such  very  great  advantage.  I would  not  be  in- 


clined to  exceptionally  tax  the  poor  farmers.  1 would 
be  for  taxing  the  houses,  but  not  the  agricultural 
lands. 

177.  The  houses  would  be  taxed  to  the  full,  but 
are  you  aware  that  under  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act  all  lands  mentioned  in  the  62nd  section  of  that 

Act  only  pay  one-fourth  of  the  improvement  rate  ? 

Yes  ; I think  that  would  be  no  hardship. 

178.  But  I want  to  know  if  you  think  the  lands 
you  would  bring  derive  exceptional  advantages,  and 
should  they  not  therefore  pay  in  the  same  way,  and  be 
put  on  the  same  level  or  position,  with  lands  in  the 
town  at  present — that  is  only  paying  one-fourth  of  the 
improvement  rate  ?—  I would  go  to  that,  but  the  land 
at  present  within  the  town  at  present  pays  the  full 
borough  rate. 

179.  Chairman. — Now,  would  you  consider  it  fair 
they  should  continue  to  pay  the  same  county  cess,  in 
addition  to  that  one-fourth? — Well,  my  opinion  on 
the  matter  is  this.  I would  sooner,  if  such  an  arrange- 
ment were  to  be  made,  that,  the  corporation  should 
give  those  people  taken  in  full  advantage  if  they  rate 
them.  They  should  extend  to  them  the  same  advantges 
as  those  enjoyed  in  the  town  in  the  way  of  lighting, 
watering,  <tc. 

180.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  would  not  be  disposed  to 
apply  to  arable  land  the  principle  laid  down  under  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act  ? — Well,  no ; I think  that 
if  that  is  done,  from  the  calculations  I have  seen,  it 
would  not  be  fair  to  the  ratepayers  of  the  town. 

181.  That  is,  you  do  not  think  it  would  be  fair  to 
the  ratepayers  of  the  town,  if  these  people  were  to  pay- 
only  one-fourth,  and  they  getting  the  benefit  of  light- 
ing, and  watering,  and  so  on  ? — I think  that  there 
should  be  some  arrangement  to  bind  the  Corporation 
to  light  the  borough  boundary,  and  give  them  all  the 
advantages,  whilst  charging  them  the  full  rate. 

182.  Suppose  they  were  brought  in  paying  the 
same  road  rate  they  do  now  to  the  Grand  J ury,  you 
sAy  you  have  £400  to  the  good.  Now,  if  they  pay 
their  full  quota  for  keeping  the  roads  in  repair,  and 
do  not  pay  any  of  that  £400,  the  saving  they  get  in 
the  coimty  cess  would  be  nearly  equal  to  the  one-fourth 
they  have  to  pay. 

183.  The  Mayor. — That  £400  a year  will  always 
have  to  be  spent  on  the  town  of  Wexford  ; it  will 
always  require  to  Vie  spent  for  repairing  and  improve- 
ment The  rural  districts  would  never  get  any  benefit 
from  that  £400  a year.  We  would  keep  the  roads  iu 


epair. 

184.  Mr.  Cotton. — Would  you  do  it  more  eeononn- 
ially  ? — Well,  no ; I would  not  say  that. 

185.  Mr.  O’Brien.— You  do  more  work  now  than 
-ou  did  before  ?— Well,  we  have  only  got  up  some  of 
he  streets  within  the  last  year,  and  they  were  sent  to 
is  in  a very  bad  state ; we  are  not  laying  out  very 
nuch  money  on  them. 

186.  Chairman.— But  you  are  able  to  save  that  in 

he  area  you  have  in  the  town  at  present  and  that  is 
he  area  that  has  the  greatest  amount  of  traffic.  It 
r0u  extended  the  area  to  a two-mile  radius,  or  a mile 
md  a half,  you  would  have  a certain  amount  of  roads 
n your  custody.  You  are  able  to  save  £400  a year 
in  the  toAvn  at  present,  and  the  question  is,  could  you 
iot  then  keep  the  roads  in  the  extended  area  for  so 
nuch  less,  which  would  go  to  the  benefit  of  these  tax- 
payers, and  make  up  to  them  an  equivalent  of  what 
ihey  would  have  to  pay  in  another  way,  paying  one- 
mirth  to  the  town  ? — I should  suppose,  indeed,  that 
-here  might  be  a greater  profit  on  the  other,  for  there 
s not  the  same  amount  of  traffic.  You  are  supposing 
that  we  are  keeping  ft.  .‘reels  le“  f “ 

the  county  did,  and  if  yon  assume  that,  we 

a profit  on  tie  other  in  the  same  tray.  But  if  we  ex- 
tended the  operation  too  far,  it  might  not  be  earned 
“ well  li  if  it  was  d»ne  immediately  under  our 

OWiS77eWould  you  think,  bringing  in  these  extra 
roads  adding  them  to  your  staff,  and  with  proper  and 
adequate  anlngements,  that  you  could  hare  a greater 


Wexfobd. 
Feb.  8, 1879. 

Mr.  John  J. 
Walsh. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


Wexford. 
I'eb.  8,1870. 

Mr.  John  J. 
Walsh. 


saving  on  the  outside.  You  have  a surveyor,  a head 
man,  and  so  on,  and  would  you  not  be  able  to  add  on 
these  extra  roads  so  as  to  make  a mucli  larger  saving 
in  proportion  even  than  you  do  in  the  town  ? — Well, 
I would  rather  not  give  an  opinion  on  that. 

188.  At  all  events,  you  ought  to  do  it  proportionately 
with  the  way  in  which  you  do  the  town  work  1 — Yes, 
no  doubt,  according  to  what  has  occurred,  and  judging 
solely  by  that.  But  I have  a decided  objection  to  ex- 
tend our  operations  too  much,  as  I have  said  they 
would  not  be  earned  on  as  well  as  they  would  be  under 
our  own  eye. 

189.  At  all  events,  I understand  the  bent  of  your 
opinion  is  this,  that  if  the  people  outside  were  made 
liable  to  one-fourth  of  the  present  improvement  rate, 
which  cannot  be  more  than  one  shilling  in  the  pound, 
and  the  same  county  cess,  would  be  fair? — Yes  ; you 
then  would  give  more  advantages.  We  would  be  able 
to  give  lighting,  for  instance,  further  thau  at  present. 

190.  But  in  the  event  of  no  more  watering  or  light- 
ing than  at  present  were  given,  you  would  consider 
the  one  fourth  fair  rating? — Yes. 

191.  These  outsiders,  as  they  may  be  called,  are 
. under  the  rural  sanitary  authority  ? — Yes. 

192.  You  are  aware  that  under  the  Sanitary  Act  of 
last  session,  as  far  as  the  rural  sanitary  district  is  con- 
cerned, they  pay  the  whole,  and  deduct  one-half  from 
the  landlord,  and  in  the  urban  sauitary  districts  these 
people  would  pay  only  one-fourth,  and  deduct  nothing  ? 
— I think  it  ought  to  be  divided  equally  between  the 
landlord  and  tenant  if  the  rural  districts  are  to  be 
brought  in.  The  landlord  derives  as  much  advantage 
as  the  tenant. 

194.  Mr.  O’Brien.  — You  are  aware  that  the  Par- 
liamentary Committee  recommend  that  in  their  report  ? 
— Yes  ; I may  mention  in  passing  that  it  would  affect 
me,  for  I have  about  40  or  50  acres  on  the  verge  of 
the  boundary. 

195.  That  would  apply  to  the  sanitary  rate? — Yes. 

196.  Chairman. — But  not  to  the  county  cess  ? — 
No,  not  any  share  of  the  county  cess,  for  that  was 
existing  at  the  time  of  getting  the  provisional  order. 
The  lands  inside  the  present  boundary  were  assessed 
knowing  it,  and  when  you  were  taking  them  or  setting 
them  you  knew  what  you  were  to  charge. 

197.  Well, now,  bearingthat  in  view,  how  far  would 
you  say  it  would  be  reasonable  or  fair  to  extend  the 
boundary  ? At  one  side,  of  course,  yon  have  the  sea  ? 
— We  would  not  like  to  take  in  the  new  bridge.  It 
would  not  be  a direct  boundary.  I woidd  strike  the 
boundary  at  a place  called  Glenacarrick — that  would 
be  about  two  English  miles. 

198.  Mr.  O'Brien. — From  the  centre  of  the  town? 
— Yes,  a mile  and  a half  Irish  from  the  Bull-ring. 
It  would  leave  Bellmount  out. 

199.  Mr.  Cotton. — That  would  be  to  the  north- 
west. 

200.  Mr.  O'Brien. — And  to  the  south? — To  a place 
called  the  Washing  Pool. 

201.  How  far  is  that  from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? 
— About  a mile  and  a quarter. 

202.  Statute  ?— Yes.  On  the  west  I would  follow 
the  boundary  of  the  river  to  Garrickstream,  then  by 


Carrickstream  I would  take  in  the  whole  of  the  tow 
laud  of  Ballyhoggan,  half  of  the  townland  of  Coolcotte 
the  townland  bouudary  of  Ballyhoggan,  to  the 
where  it  joins  the  lane  dividing  the  townland  of  Cool 
cott,  then  by  the  parish  boundary  to  the  townland  and 

taking  in  Prospect  House,  keeping  to  the  west  of 
Prospect  House,  along  the  western  townland  of  El. 
leens,  and  thence  to  the  Washing  Pool  by  as  straight 
a line  as  possible,  taking  in  Mulgannon  House.  ^ 

203.  Chairman. — That  is  the  boundary  most  advis 
able  to  follow?— Yes. 

204.  And  that  is  based  on  this,  that  the  owners  of 
land  witliin  that  district  should  continue  to  pay  the 
same  rate  of  county  cess,  and  one-fourth  of  the  other 
rate  charged  between  landlord  and  tenant  ?— Yes. 

205.  Would  you  think  the  one-fourth  rating  fair?— 
Yes,  that  is  if  we  gave  them  no  advantages. 

206.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Y on  are  aware  that  by  the  most 
recent  legislation  on  the  subject — the  62nd  section  of 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act — it  is  provided  that 
where  any  such  rate  shall  be  made  by  any  Commis- 
sioners or  Corporation,  or  persons  becoming  urban 
sanitary  authorities  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  all 
lands  used  as  meadow  lands,  market  gardens,  nursery 
lands,  &c.,  “shall  be  assessed  and  liable  in  proportion 
of  one-fourth  only  of  the  net  annual  value  of  such  lands." 
Is  that  a fair  principle  to  apply,  generally  speaking,  to 
lands  of  that  description  ? — I do,  but  except  as  to  water 
supplying. 

208.  And  os  regards  Grand  Jury  cess,  but  in  all 
other  respects  ? — Yes. 

209.  Mr.  Cotton. — In  contributions  from  the  town 
to  the  county-at-large  charges  are  there  any  exemp- 
tions, such  as  county  officers’  salaries.  Do  you,  for 
instance,  pay  a share  of  the  County  Surveyor’s  salary? 
— We  do  pay  our  share,  and  we  have,  of  course,  no 
benefit  from  that.  We  have  a surveyor  of  our  own. 

211.  If  there  was  an  extension  made,  on  what  prin- 
ciple would  you  allocate  that  extension  among  the 
wards  ? — Well,  if  there  is  an  extension  on  the  west,  if 
that  is  ever  carried  out,  there  will  have  to  be  a redis- 
tribution of  tbe  wards  altogether. 

212.  Could  you  tell  us  off-hand  what  is  your  view 
as  to  that?. — Well,  St.  Mary’s  Ward  is  very  unequally 
situated  as  regards  the  others. 

213.  Mr.  O’Brien. — What  general  principle  would 
you  apply  ? — You  would  not  add  by  the  increase,  if  it 
were  ever  carried  out,  40  electors  to  the  municipal 
body.  I would  divide  the  wards  equally  as  to  the 
number  of  electors. 

214.  Have  you  considered  the  question  in  any  way 
as  to  putting  the  outlying  distiict  altogether  in  one 
ward?— No. 

215.  Do  you  think  that  such  a plan  as  that  would 
be  likely  to  work  well? — No,  certainly  not ; for  if  you 
did  you  would  leave  the  representation  in  a few.  I 
would  divide  the  wards  as  to  numbers. 

216.  Mr.  Cotton. — That  would  apply  to  any  exten- 
sion?— Yes.  I would  divide  it  as- to  numbers,  and 
only  have  three  wards. 

217.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  would  class  them  as  to 
the  number  of  voters  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  John 


Mr.  John  Green, 

218.  You  are  an  Alderman  of  Wexford  ? Yes. 

219.  And  I understand  you  have  been  seven  Gmeq 
Mayor  ? — Yes.  I was  instrumental  in  procuring  tbe 
charter  of  incorporation,  and  am  the  only  original 
member. 

220.  When  was  the  present  boundary  fixed,  do  you 
know? — At  the  time  of  the  charter,  in  1846. 

221.  The  old  boundaries,  were  they  larger  or  smaller 
than  the  present  ? — They  were  considerably  larger. 

222.  About  how  far  did  they  extend  at  that  time  ? 
— I think  better  than,  two  miles. 

223.  And  there  has  been  no  change  of  the  boundary 
since  1846? — No. 


j.p.,  examined. 

224.  It  is  the  same  as  the  Parliamentary  boundary? 

225.  Now,  Mr.  Green,  I want  to  ask  you  do  you 
know  the  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town  of 
Wexford — I presume  you  do  ? — I have  listened  to  the 
evidence,  and  I am  decidedly  in  favour  of  an  extension 
of  the  boundary. 

227.  You  are  of  opinion  that  those  persons  who  live 
outside  the  existing  radius  derive  special  advantages 
from  their  proximity  to  the  town? — Yes,  there  is  no 
doubt  of  it. 

228.  And  the  occupiers  of  the  land  outside  use  the 
town  of  Wexford  very  extensively  ? — Yes  ; and  I may 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


145 


mention  that  some  of  them  came  to  me  and  expressed 
a hope  that  they  might  be  taken  in — that  the  exten- 
sion would  be  made. 

229.  To  bring  them  in  ? — Yes. 

230.  When  you  say  “ some,”  you  mean  of  the  better 
class  ?— Yes. 

231.  Are  there  many  of  the  small  fanner  class  that 
would  be  brought  in  ?— Not  very  many.  Of  course  I 
may  say  that  some  of  them  may  object — they  may  have 
a natural  repugnance  to  pay  taxes. 

232.  Mr.  O’Brien. — But  they  have  not  given  the 
matter  very  much  consideration  1 —No. 

233.  Would  they  not  value  the.  privilege  of  being 
corporate  elector’s,  or  of  being  eligible  for  the  office  of 
Town  Commissioners?— Well,  perhaps  there  might  be 
some.  On  abstract  principles  I am  in  favour  of  ex- 
tending the  boundary,  for  I think  it  would  be  of  great 
advantage.  I think  at  one  time  a great  portion  of  our 
township  was  formerly  under  water  ; it  is  now  excel- 
lent land,  and  comprises  many  very  tine  buildings.  I 
think  the  town  likely  to  extend. 

234.  And  there  is  portion  of  this  land  outside  that 
vou  think  is  likely  to  become  building  ground  here- 
after?—Yes. 

235.  Now,  to  what  extent  would  you  say  the  bound- 
aries ought  to  be  extended  1 — I am  quite  in  accord  with 
what  the  Mayor  has  said  on  the  subject. 

236.  About  the  radius  of  two  miles  ? — Yes. 

237.  And  you  would  follow'  the  boundaries  he  laid 
down  ? — Yes. 

238.  Y ou  think  that  would  be  fair  ? — Y es ; I believe 
that  would  be  a fair  adjustment. 

239.  Now,  with  regar-d  to  giving  light  and  water  to 
that  district  taken  in,  do  you  think  if  the  extension 
were  earned  out,  that  the  district  should  he  lighted  ? — 
Not  to  the  extent  of  two  miles. 

240.  Aud  therefore  some  of  them  should  not  pay  the 
same  rating — the  same  improvement  rating? — Yes  ; 
but  some  of  them  will  derive  the  benefit  of  the  water. 

241.  You  do  not  anticipate,  then,  that  lands  lying 
outside  should  pay  the  same  as  you  ? — No. 

242.  Do  you  think  the  terms  of  the  62nd  section 
«that  I have  read  are  fair? — Yes. 

243.  Chairman. — That  is  that  lands — outside  lands 
— that  would  he  brought  in  by  the  extension,  being 
lauds,  and  therefore  not  wanting  light  and  water  as 
much  as  houses,  that  the  fan-  share  would  be  for  them 
to  pay  one-fourtli  ? — Yes. 

244.  They  derive  advantages,  you  lielieve,  from  their 
proximity  to  the  town? — Yes.  The  fact  that  they  set 
so  much  higher  proves  that. 

245.  In  other  places  we  have  been  told  the  views  of 
the  people,  amongst  others,  of  Mr.  M'Carthy  Downing; 
the  lands  outside,  in  his  opinion,  should  pay  one-half, 
and  that  they  certainly  get  benefits  to  the  extent  of 
one-half.  What  would  he  your  view  of  it? — Well,  if 
I was  living  myself  outside,  I would  not  complain  of 
that  tax.  It  is  hard  to  give  evidence  on  the  point,  for 
people  have  a repuguance  to  have  taxes  imposed  on 
them.  I am  the  original  promoter  of  the  water  scheme. 

I fought  tdie  question  for  twenty-five  years.  The  people 
combated  it  up  to  recently. 

246.  We  may  take  it,  however,  that  you  believe  _ 
they  derive  advantages,  the  people  outside,  to  the  extent 
of  one-fourth  at  least  ? — Certainly. 

247.  That,  from  the  exceptional  advantages  they  de- . 
rive  from  the  town,  as  a market  town,  and  in  having 
an  opportunity  of  daily  selling  their  produce,  and  using 
the  town  in  that  way,  they  derive  decided  advantages 
to  the  extent  of  one-fourth  ? — Yes.  So  far  as  the 
county  cess,  including  the  county  at  large  charges,  I 
would  have  them  pay  it,  as  at  present,  to  the  Town 
Commissioners  instead  of  to  the  Grand  Jury. 

248.  What  I understand  is  this,  that  so  far  as  what 
we  call  Grand  J ury  cess,  including  the  county-at-large 
charges,  you  would  make  them  pay  that  to  the  Town 
Commissioners  instead  of  to  the  Grand  J ury  ? — Yes. 

249.  Just  as  at  present  ? — Yes. 

250.  But  as  regards  the  improvement  rate,  one- 
fourth  ? — Yes. 


251.  Now,  of  course,  from  your  knowledge  of  the 
place,  you  are  able  to  say  have  the  roads  been  better 
kept  ? — Considerably. 

252.  And  a large  saving  effected  ? — Yes,  a large  jj 
saving.  It  was  in  consequence  of  the  repugnance  of 
the  barony,  for  we  were  portion  of  the  barony,  the  re- 
pugnance of  the  cess  payers  to  give  anything  for  the 
improvement  of  the  town  that  we  were  induced  to  make 

a stir  for  separation.  In  a monetary  point  of  view  I was 
worse  off  by  the  separation,  but  being  connected  with 
the  town  I advocated  the  separation. 

253.  You  suffer  by  it,  then  ? — Yes,  though  I advo- 
cated it. 

254.  Now,  Mr.  Greene,  bearing  in  mind  that  there 
is  a large  saving  effected  in  keeping  up  the  roads 
within  your  jurisdiction,  you  think  that  an  equal 
saving  would  he  effected  with  regard  to  the  portion  to 
he  taken  in  and  forming  the  extension  ? — Certainly ; 
we  could  have  the  same  staff". 

255.  Would  you  give  the  benefits  of  your  savings, 
then,  to  the  town,  or  apply  it  to  the  outsiders  ? — Well, 
the  savings  would  be  very  trifling ; the  extension  of 
roads  that  would  be  added  would  be  very  little. 

25C.  You  see  any  saving  you  would  get  would  be 
going  to  tbe  benefit  of  the  town. 

257.  Mr.  O’Brien. — In  point  of  fact,  practically, 
the  effect  of  changing  the  jurisdiction  is  not  that  your 
taxation  has  been  reduced,  but  that  previously  you  got 
nothing,  and  now  you  are  getting  something  1— Yes ; 

I may  mention  that  the  Grand  Jury  were  unanimously 
in  favour  of  the  change. 

258.  Chairman. — In  fact,  the  £400  a year  that 
went  to  the  Grand  Juiy  went  to  the  barony,  and  is 
now  in  the  town  ? — It  was  an  admirable  precedent, 
the  change.  I have  had  letters  from  Clonmel  and 
Dundalk  on  the  subject,  aud  I encouraged  them  to 
seek  for  separation,  for  the  benefit  of  these  towns. 

259.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  all  arable  land  brought 
in  ought  to  be  made  to  pay  its  entire  share  of  county 
cess,  and  not  one-fourth  ? — It  is. 

260.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  apply  that  to  all  arable 
land  ? — Yes  ; if  you  extend  the  boundary  you  cannot 
make  an  exception. 

261.  Chairman. — Mr.  Cotton  has  been  telling  me 
that  there  would  be  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  of  road 
taking  in  by  the  proposed  extended  area;  your  opinion 
is,  I understand,  that  the  Corporation  can  fairly  take 
over  the  management  of  that  twelve  or  fourteen  miles, 
and  do  it  clieajier  than  the  Grand  Jnry? — I think  so ; 
we  would  have  the  same  staff". 

263.  Now,  about  the  wards— what  is  your  opinion 
on  that  subject?— I think  the  three  wards  should  he, 
if  possible,  readjusted. 

264.  Mr.  O’Brien. — The  Mayor  suggested  that  thrr 
sliould  be  readjusted,  aud  distributed  as  nearly  as 
possible  according  to  the  number  of  voters  ?— I don’t 
see  how  that  could  be  done. 

265.  But  as  nearly  as  possible? — Yes  ; I think  they 
should  be  calculated  according  to  numbers.  I think 
it  is  a solecism  to  have  lbrtv-six  men  electing  eight 
representatives,  raider  the  circumstances.  A ward 
may  have  200  voters  and  its  valuation,  and  a ward 
valued  at  only  £12,000  has  100  voters,  and  the  100 
may  return  as  many  as  the  200.  These  are  difficulties 
that  cannot  be  got  over,  but  as  far  as  practicable  we 
should  combine  population  with  property. 

266.  Mr.  O’Brien.— Do  you  think,  then,  that  there 
should  he  a cumulative  system  of  voting  J— Oh,  no. 

267.  How  would  vou,  Mr.  Green,  suppose  the  ex- 
tension suggested  by  the  Mayor  were  earned  out-how 
would  vou  suggest  the  voters  living  in  the  area  so 
taken  ii  should  he  divided  among  the  existing  wards  1 
— I can  hardly  say  that. 

26S.  Would  you  adopt,  or  lie  m favour  of  the  same 
svstem  as  the  Mayor  suggested— he  would  regulate 
them  according  to  tile  number  ot  rotem-he  mould 
have  the  number  of  voters  the  same  i— That  requires 
some  consideration. 

269.  CaAIKMAS. — There  rvould  be  a large  district 
brought  in  by  the  boundary  as  suggested  by  the  Ma\  or 
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— would  you  try  and  divide  that  into  the  three 
different  wards — I mean  divide  it  into  thirds,  and  add 
one-third  to  each  ward  1 — Oh,  suppose  you  threw  the 
votingpower into  Mary’s  ward,  it  would  hardly  bring  it 
up. 

270.  Mr.  O’Brien. — "What  is  the  general  principle 
you  would  apply — wliat  would  you  be  guided  by — is  it 
by  numbers  '? — By  property  and  voters.  That  was  en- 
deavoured to  be  adjusted  at  first.  We  found  great 
difficulty  in  adjusting  Mary’s  ward. 

271.  Chairman. — I am  told  there  would  be  forty  or 
fifty  voters  brought  in  by  this  extension — now,  could 
you  give  us  any  idea  as  to  what  the  valuation  of  that 
extended  area  would  be  ? — No. 

272.  At  any  rate,  would  it  be  an  addition  to  throw 
these  forty  voters  into  Mary’s  ward! — Yes;  that 
would  give  a fair  representation.  The  three  wards 
would,  in  voters,  be  about  equal.  But  I think  it 
would  be  better  to  re-arrange  them. 

273.  Mr.  Cotton. — Is  the  railway  station  in  the 
town? — It  is. 

274.  Is  it  rated  to  the  town  ? — Yes. 

275.  Because  it  is  made  on  the  place  that  was 
slob,  when  the  town  boundaries  were  settled  1 — Yes. 

270.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  water  supply,  would 
it  be  of  advantage  to  have  the  boundaries  extended  ? — 
Yes. 

277.  An  advantage  to  the  town  to  have  the  area 
extended  and  enlarged? — Yes. 

278.  Chairman. — Is  there  any  scarcity  of  water 
in  this  extended  district? — Yes. 

270.  Of  water? — Yes;  it  was  in  consequence  of 
that  that  exertions  were  made  for  nearly  a quarter  of 
a century. 

280.  Is  the  Corporation  prepared  to  supply  water 
to  this  district  ? — T would  not  say  that.  Those  who 
would  get  it  would  be  glad  to  pay  for  it. 

281.  Would  the  Corporation  give  it  to  them  two 
miles  out  ? — No ; they  could  not  give  it. 

252.  Those  places,  however,  that  you  can  supply  you 
will  ? — Yes. 

253.  And  they  should  pay  the  full  rate  in  your 
opinion ? — Yes. 

284.  And  those  who  cannot,  the  one-fourth? — Yes. 

285.  Mr.  Cotton. — In  fact,  then  there  would  be  two 
boundaries,  so  far  as  the  water  supply,  at  least,  is 


concerned  ?— There  would  be  exceptions,  a"cordin„  . 
liability.  S to 

256.  Chairman.— Where  they  can  be  sunnlied  a 
will  be  charged  in  the  full  amount,  and  whW^ 

cannot,  it  will  be  one-fourth  ?_Yes.  ethe-v 

257.  But  then  the  people,  in  any  extension  outside 

the  town,  wont  know  whetlic-r  they  are  to  get  tl 
water  or  not  ?— So  far  as  practicable,  we  will  giye  the  ® 
the  water.  4 


288.  But  how  can  we  tell  how  far  it  is  practicable? 
— So  far  as  the  elevation  will  allow  of  it. 

2S9.  He  means  that  they  will  lay  mains  as  flr 
as  they  can,  and  they  will  pay  the  full  domestic 
and  one-fourth  of  the  public,  rate.  So  far  as  the  natural 
elevation  will  permit  you  will  lay  the  mains  ? Yes. 

290.  Do  you  propose  to  go  to"  the  contemplated  ex- 
tent of  the  new  boundary,  if  the  elevation  would  permit? 
— Oh,  no  ; they  have  plenty  of  water  outside. 

291.  That  is,  I suppose,  they  have  wells,  and  so  on? 
—Yes;  plenty.  It  is  the  people  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  who  want  the  supply. 

292.  Mr.  Cotton.  —What  do  you  meau  by  the  word 
practicable.  Is  it  every  one  who  can  pay  you  for  the 
supply  ? — First  of  all,  I mean  the  question  of  our  mains, 
their  capacity ; and  secondly,  the  elevation. 

293.  But  the  man  outside  might  claim  to  have  the 
water  if  he  had  a low  level  ? — The  Corporation  might 
think  it  would  not  pay.  He  might  want  it,  no  doubt. 

294.  He  might  think  it  would  pay,  and  the  Corpora- 
tion think  otherwise  ?— The  Corporation  would  not  do 
it ; it  would  cost  us  several  hundreds  of  pounds. 

295.  How  are  you  to  define  where  “ outsiders” 
begin. 

29G.  The  Witness. — They  will  very  easily  adjust 
themselves. 


297.  Mr.  Cotton. — I really  do  not  see  how  that  is 
to  be  managed,  unless  you  have  two  boundaries. 

298.  Chairman. — All  within  the  present  municipal 
area  pay  the  full  amount — the  full  public  water  rate 
(except  the  lands) — all,  whether  lands  or  houses,  out- 
side the  present  municipal  area,  so  far  as  it  may  be 
brought  in,  pay  one-fourth  of  the  public  water  rate ; 
and  any  of  them  able  to  pay  the  domestic  water  rate, 
pay  the  full  domestic  water  rate.  That  is  how  it 
stands. 


299.  Mr.  Cotton. — And  then  the  Corporation  will 
not  supply  it  unless  they  like. 


Mr.  William 
Simpson. 


Mr.  William  Simpson  examined. 


_ 300.  You  are  a member  of  the  Town  Council  ?—  • 
Yes. 

301.  Representing  what  ward  ? — St.  Iberia’s. 

302.  Have  you  been  long  living  in  Wexford  ? 

Since  my  birth. 

303.  Now,  does  the  land,  say  within  two  miles  out- 
side the  town,  to  your  knowledge,  derive  exceptional 
value  in  the  market  from  its  proximity  to  the  town, 
and  is  the  town  used  by  the  people  outside  as  a market 
for  their  produce  ? — Yes ; certainly. 

304.  To  a great  extent,  I suppose?— To  a large  ex- 
tent. 

305.  To  what  extent.  Now,  if  you  were  to  take 
land,  say  three  miles  or  four,  and  compare  it  with  land 
within  an  area  of  two  miles,  how  much  per  acre  would 
the  land  more  contiguous  to  the  town  be  likely  to  brin»? 
—The  land  immediately  close  to  the  town  pays  on  an 
average  from  £3  10s.  or  £4  close  to  £6  an  acre;  it 
varies  in  that  way,  and  gets  less  as  you  go  out,  till  it 
goes  to  60s.  or  50s.  an  acre. 

306.  For  the  same  quality  of  land? Yes. 

307.  The  difference,  in  your  opinion,  is  caused  by  the 
occupiers’ .of  the  land  closer  to  the  town  being  able  to 
pay  the  higher  rent,  from  using  the  town  as  a market 
place  ? — Certainly. 

308.  Then  I may  ask  you,  in  your  opinion,  do  they 
use  the  town  largely  ? — Yes ; they  do. 

309.  More  than  those  living  farther  off? — Yes  • 
decidedly. 


310.  Do  tlieyuse  it  dailyin  sendingiu  their  produce? 
— Yes. 

311.  Is  it  your  opinion — and  is  it  an  opinion  shared 
in  by  the  inhabitants,  to  your  knowledge,  that  they 
should  pay  something  towards  keeping  up  the  town  ? 
— Yes,  I think  so ; but  I may  say  it  was  a question 
never  discussed  or  spoken  of — never  discussed  by  the 
Council,  or  by  the  inhabitants  generally ; but  I am 
certain  it  would  be  the  opinion  of  many  of  the  Council, 
and  of  the  townspeople. 

312.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  they  should? — Yes; 
but  I should  say  in  proportion  to  the  rents  they  al- 
ready pay.  The  amounts  should  not  be  so  large  if  the 
rents  are  small.  It  would  not  be  fair  to  make  the 
man  living  near,  Who  is  charged  a higher  rent,  pay 
the  same  as  the  man  living  further  out,  and  paying 
a smaller  rent. 

313.  Yes,  but  he  pays  a larger  rent — the  man  living 
near  the  town — and  is  able  to  pay  that  larger  rent 
better  than  the  man  living  away,  because  of  his 
proximity  to  the  town.  How  much  do  you  think  he 
ought  to  pay  towards  the  rates  of  the  town,  for  the 
advantages  he  derives  of  having  a market  town  well- 
cleansed,  watered,  and  sewered,  and  well  lighted? 
— Well,  I hold,  possibly,  a different  opinion  from  the 
other  members  of  the  Council. 

314.  What  I want  to  know  is — never  mind  what 
they  would  have  to  pay  to  the  improvement  rate — is 
it  your  opinion  if  they  are  brought  in  to  the  present 
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borough  they  should  pay  auy  portion  of  the  county 
oes3  iZ. Yes,  part  of  it. 

315  What  parti — Equal  to  the  borough  rate. 

31G.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Is  there  any  reason  why  the 
fict  of  the  roads  being  transferred  from  the  one  body 
to  the  other  should  make  a difference  in  the  amount 
■ moributed  by  the  persons  benefited  by  those  roads? 
Is  there,  in  fact,  any  reason  why,  if  transferred  from 
xlie  Grand  Jury  to  you,  there  should  be  any  difference 
in  the  amount  the  ratepayer's  pay  for  this  class  of 

wort? In  that  view,  no,  I should  not  let  them  off 

for  Grand  Jury  cess. 

317.  There  are  two  rates — one  has  reference  to 
roads  and  bridges,  and  footpaths — previously  executed 
In-  the  Grand  Jury,  and  now  by  the  Municipal 
Council — now,  take  that  alone,  is  there  any  reason 
«hy  the  ratepayers  should  not  pay  the  same  amount 
exactly?— None. 

318.  Now,  passing  from  that,  aud  coming  to  the 
.reneral  expenses  of  the  Corporation  for  various  pur- 
poses, sewerage,  cleansing,  and  so  forth,  aud  work 
done  under  the  present  arrangement  by  the  Council  in 
Wexford,  that  is  assessed  equally  on  all  classes  of 
property  ? — Yes. 

319.  Under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  which, 
as  you  are  aware,  is  the  one  adopted  and  acted  on  by 
the  great  majority  of  towns  in  Ireland,  under  that 
there  is  a distinction  in  classes  of  property,  and  the 
section  provides  that,  as  regards  arable  land,  aud  so  on, 
they  only  be  rated  at  one-fourth.  Now,  does  it  appear 
to  you,  as  to  the  different  classes  of  municipal  expendi- 
ture— do  you  think  that  that  section  lays  down  a fair 
basis  of  what  lands  in  proximity  to  the  town  should 
pay  as  an  equivalent  for  the  advantages  they  derive 
from  their  proximity  to  the  town  ? — In  that  way  it 
would  be — that  is  if  they  transfer  it  from  the  Towns 
Improvement  rate  to  the  borough  rate. 

320.  Would  it  be  fair,  in  your  opinion — would  it 
fairly  represent  the  advantages  derived? — Yes,  it 
would  be. 


321.  Chairman. — "Would  you  think  it  fair  to  apply 
the  same  principle  to  land  within  the  two  miles,  if 
brought  in  ? — Yes ; for  we  would  not  charge  them  in 
cess  as  they  do  now. 

321.  Because  you  would  not  charge  them  as  much 
cess?— Yes. 

322.  But  I contemplate  that  you  would  ? — No ; we 
would  do  the  work  cheaper. 

323.  You  think  that  if  you  got  charge  of  the  roads 
you  would  be  able  to  save  some  of  the  county  cess  ? — 
Yes,  but  not  to  the  great  extent  that  the  Mayor  and 
Mr.  Green  suggested. 

324.  Well,  now,  being  of  opinion  that  the  extension 
here  is  desirable  and  fair,  do  you  agree  with  the  Mayor’s 
view  as  to  it,  and  with  Mr.  Green? — Yes,  except  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  area  proposed. 

325.  You  think  it  would  be  too  large  ? — We  could 
never  comprehend  it. 

326.  Why  ? — The  staff  we  would  be  obliged  to  engage 
would  be  beyond  our  control,  unless  we  went  into  a 
very  extensive  thing. 

327.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  could  not  do  the  work  with 
the  present  staff? — No,  nor  with  double.  We  should 
increase  our  surveyor’s  salary,  increase  the  number  of 
men  employed,  the  number  of  horses  hired,  or  pur- 
chased, as  they  do  in  England  cheaper  and  more  effec- 
tively. 

328.  Can  you  give  any  idea,  in  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence,  of  what  the  present  cost  is  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  roads,  cleansing  them,  tfec.  ? — Well,  talcing  one 
with  the  other,  it  is  about  2s.  the  perch. 

329.  And  how  many  perches  of  roads  are  there? — 
There  is  about  400  yards  under  the  Quay  Corporation; 
Mr.  O’Leary  can  tell  you. 

330  Would  there  he  any  difficulty  in  the  Town 
Board  managing  the  roads  outside  by  contract  ? — No. 

331.  Mr.  O’Brien.— Is  there  any  reason  why  the 
Corporation  could  not  provide  as  economically  for'  those 
roads  outside  as  the  Grand  Jury  ? — Yes,  but  it  would 
be  no  advantage  to  us  after  all. 


332.  Chairman. — But  you  will  have  an  advantage  wexfo 
if  you  get  one-fourth  of  the  Improvement  rate  for  the  n i 
town? — Yes,  but  we  could  not  for  that  give  lame  ,77W 

333.  You  tliink,  however,  that  these  people  outside- 
should  pay  that  one-fourth  as  a soi't  of  rate  in  aid  of 
the  town  ? — Yes. 


334.  The  only  place  in  which  you  got  the  Grand 
Jury  to  consent  to  the  change  was  Wexford.  The 
question  now  is,  would  any  bad  consequence  follow  t-> 
the  Corporation,  or  to  the  ratepayers,  rather,  by  their 
being  left  to  pay  tlie  same  amount  to  you  for  rates  as 
to  the  Grand  Jury — would  you  be  put  under  a disad- 
vantage in  having  to  pay  for  their  roads — could  you, 
in  point  of  fact,  do  the  work  as  cheaply  as  the  Grand 
Jury  contractors  1 — I am  afraid  it  would  be  a work  of 
too  great  magnitude  for  the  Corporation  to  undertake 
to  perform. 

335.  Mr.  O’Brien. — On  what  principle  do  you  con- 
tend that  the  town  body,  the  corporate  body  here, 
could  not  make  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
roads  within  so  small  a radius  as  two  miles,  when  it  is 
now  clone  by  the  body  acting  for  the  entire  county, 
meeting  only  twice  each  year,  and  when  the  Corpora- 
tion meet  monthly.  How  could  they  not  do  it  for  that 
narrow  radius,  with  so  many  advantages,  when  the 
Grand  Jury  are  able  to  do  it  for  the  entii-e  county  ! — 
Well,  the  roads  are  very  badly  kept. 

336.  But  they  surely  ought  to  be  better  kept  by  men 
meeting  mouthly,  and  be  more  efficiently  superintend;  ! 
by  the  town  body,  than  by  a body  whose  functions, 
remember,  extend  over  the  whole  of  Wexford,  and  who 
are  only  empannelled  twice  a year? — I am  sure  w<.- 
could  do  it  for  the  entire  county  as  well  for  the  money 
we  receive  as  possible,  but  the  question  is,  could  we  do 
it  properly  or  really  well. 

337.  Mr.  Cotton. — Could  you  do  it  as  well  as  the 
Grand  Jury? — Well,  yes  ; but  we  could  not  keep  it  in 
the  same  system,  or  as  well  as  we  do  the  streets  of  our 


338.  Chairman. — It  is  from  the  way  you  keep  the 
streets  of  the  town,  by  lighting  the  town  and  cleansing 
it,  that  the  people  outside  get.  the  benefits  we  have  been 
speaking  of,  and  for  those  advantages  they  are  asked 
to  pay  one-fourth  ■ now  can  you  keep  the  roads  as  they 
are  kept  at  present  for  the  same  rating  as  at  present  ? 
Yes.  But  if  from  the  extra  severity  of  the  weather 
extra  cost  became  necessary,  we  could  not  extend  the 
2s.  rate. 

339.  Mr.  Cotton. — Nor  can  the  Grand  Jury. 

340.  Chairman.— When  you  went  in  for  the  provi- 
sional order,  you  were  dealing  with  the  streets  of  the 
town,  and  were  content  to  make  a maximum  rate  ot 
2s.,  including  flagging?  In  the  town  the  valuation  ot 
the  houses  is  so  much  greater  than  the  laud. 

341.  Yes  ; but  outside  it  is  calculated  the  repairing' 
of  the  roads  would  he  so  much  less. 

342.  The  Town  Clerk— We  pay  as  much  as  4s.  per 
perch  for  the  repairs  of  the  streets  of  Wexford. 

343.  Yes,  that  is  for  the  streets:  how  much  cess 
would  it  not  he  for  the  roads? 

344.  Witness. — Some  are  2s.,  others  5d.  I may 
mention  that  the  subject  was  brought  before  t..- 
Commissioners,  and  the  Mayor  called  a meeting  to 
consider  the  matter.  A committee  was  then  appomto- 
and  after  that  the  gentlemen  nominated  went  o it 
and  walked  the  proposed  boundary— the  boundai.v 

- most  favourable  to  the  Corporation. 

345  What  was  the  boundary  then  suggested !— 
The  o»«  mortal  No.  2 ; n went  «*»*  “ 
making  a slight  deviation  in  order  to  take  in  die 
to  of  the  poorer  ctaes,  to  give  them  the  advantages 
of  sanitary  arrangements. 

346.  The  boundary  you  now  speak  of  is  No.  - 

“"w  that  that  b.andary  No . 3.  » 

the  p»p«  one  1— Yes  bat  I would  srno.  then  hern 
favour  of  something  larger.  „ 

345.  To  what  extent  ?-  -To  rake  m Taik.^ 
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349.  What  would  you  propose  to  do  with  the  north- 
west boundary  ? 

350.  I would  take  the  water  as  the  boundary,  and 
I would  follow  the  water's  edge  as  far  as  Park. 

351.  Mr.  Cotton. — Do  I understand  you  to  say 
you  would  take  in  the  whole  of  the  Townland  of  Park  1 
— No  ; portion  of  it.  I would  go  so  far  as  Alma. 

352.  "Would  you  be  satisfied  with  “No.  2”  as  it 
stands  1 — Yes,  I would  leave  it  so.  The  reasou  of  that 
is  because  of  the  advantage  it  would  be  in  sanitary 
purposes,  and  the  giving  of  lamps  to  that  district.  W e 
propose  giving  lamps  on  the  road  of  that  district,  to 
the  number  of  12  or  13. 

353:  Chairman. — And  water? — Yes. 

354.  Do  you  differ  from  those  who  say  if  the  people 
are  to  get  lamps  or  water — do  you  propose,  I should 
lather  ask  you,  that  the  lands  brought  are  only  to  pay 
one-fourth  for  the  lamps? — Well  ,the  extent  of  roads 
taken  in  would  cost  £55  a year  to  keep  in  repair. 

355.  Do  you  mean  £55  a year  representing  the  roads 
between  the  existing  boundary  and  “ No  2 ” ? — Yes. 

356.  And  what  is  the  valuation  of  that  district  ? — 
You  may  say  about  £1,000. 

357.  Then  at  the  present  rating  that  would  give 
£100  a year  ? — Yes. 

358.  And  the  county  at  large  charges  would  be 
liow  much? — £50  about.  I made  the  calculation  on 
the  existing  rates  to  be  a total  amount  that  would  be 
receivable  on  that  valuation  to  be  as  £150. 

359.  Your  view,  as  I understand  it,  would  be  that 
if  the  Corporation  go  beyond  No  2 — the  boundary  as 
suggested  by  you — they  could  not  undertake  it? — 
No,  I think  not.  If  we  get  the  rate  in  aid,  we  would 
have  the  £50  a year,  and  that  in  addition  to  what  we 
eould  spare  from  the  town  for  sanitary  arrangments. 
My  object  would  be  to  give  them  all  the  advantages 
without  loss  to  the  town. 

360.  If  they  get  all  the  advantages,  would  you  not 
say  they  should  have  all  the  liability? — Yes. 

3G1.  How  many  of  the  members  of  the  Town 
Council  are  in  favour  of  extension  No.  2 ? — Eight  or 
nine  or  ten  went  out  that  day,  and  were  in  favour  of 
tL  at  extension  more  than  airy  other.  They  considered 
the  extension  suggested  by  the  Town  Clerk  too  great. 

362.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  whatever  they  would 
have  to  pay,  the  borough  rate  and  this  water  rate 
should  be  shared  by  the  landlord  as  well  as  the  occu- 
pier?— Of  course  that  would  he  a question. 

363.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  land  should  be 
made  to  pay  one-fourth,  no  matter  who  pays  it,  or  is 
it  too  little  ? — One-fourth,  and  the  landlord  to  pay  the 
major  portion  of  it. 

304.  Taking  in  that  district,  it  would  take  in  some 


twenty  voters ; what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  Wiiv>! 
are  they  satisfactory  at  present ; are  they  right,  or  woiilQ 
you  suggest  any  alteration?— Well,  I would  be  inebnwl 
to  say  they  are  all  right  at  present,  but 

365.  Suppose  no  extension  were  to  be  made,  do  v0D 
think  the  wards  at  present  satisfactory? — There  never 
was  any  expression  of  opinion  or  of  dissatisfaction  at 
least. 

366.  I understand  from  the  Mayor  that  St.  Mary's 
was  too  small,  and  that  something  ought  to  he  added  to 
it? — There  area  number  of  gentlemen  in  St.  Mary's 
ward  who  vote  out  of  St.  Iberias,  and  the  same  way 
as  to  St.  Selskar’s,  who  vote  for  another. 

367.  Then  suppose  an  extension  of  boundary  was 
made — suppose  “ No  2 ” extension  were  carried  out  iu 
the  way  you  propose,  wliat  would,  you  say  as  to  the 
wards  ? — I would  leave  them  as  they  are,  and  continue 
them  out  when  the  extension  would  be  made. 

36  S That  is,  add  on  to  the  present  wards  the  additi- 
tional  portion  brought  iu,  making  the  wards  lame  in 
accordance  with  that  extension  ?— Just  so. 

369.  Mr.  Cotton. — Wliat  is  the  qualification  of  a 
voter? — £10. 

370.  Mr.  O’Leary. — re-examined.  Wliat  is  tie 

area  and  valuation  of  the  Poor  Law  Electoral  Division? 
—3709a.  1r.  23p. 

371.  And  the  valuation? — £20,714  19s. 

372.  How  many  townlands  are  included  iu  it?— 
Thirty. 

373.  Including  the  three  wards  of  the  town  of  Wex- 
ford?— Yes. 

374.  Thirty  townlands  ? — Yes. 

375.  Aiul  in  the  municipal  district  ? — Only  the  tlirce. 

376.  Wliat  are  the  names? — The  three  wards. 

377.  Those  are  not  townlands? — They  are  reputed 
townlands  in  the  valuation  hook. 

378.  Well,  now,  according  to  the  Mayor’s  extension, 
can  you  tell  liow  many  townlands  would  be  brought 
in  ? — I think  there  would  he  portions  of  townlands 
brought  in — townlands  either  wholly  or  partly. 

379.  That  is  not  exactly  what  I asked — tell  me 
what  is  the  furthest  point  of  the  electoral  division ; do 
you  know  ? — I don’t  know. 

380.  Chairman. — Can  you  tell  from  the  hooks  what 
it  cost  you  for  doing  the  roads  the  same  as  the  Grand 
Jury  did  them? — In  1877,  it  cost  £323  12s.  8 d.,  repairs 
of  the  streets  alone  and  other  works,  £070  7s.  lOd 

381.  That  is  for  the  whole  seven  miles? — Yes. 

382.  Mr.  Cotton. — And  before  you  did  them — 
before  you  took  them  up  from  the  Grand  J my — they 
used  to  do  the  work  and  get  your  £150? — formerly, 
but  latterly  they  refused  to  give  anything. 


Mr.  Nicholas 
Macdonnell. 


Mr.  Nicholas  Macdonnell.  examined. 


383.  You  are  the  Town  Surveyor? — Yes. 

384.  And  have  charge  of  all  the  roads  ? — Yes. 

385.  Could  you,  may  I ask,  keep  those  twelve  or 
fourteen  miles,  if  the  extension  were  made  as  proposed 
by  tire  Mayor,  in  as  good  order  at  the  same  cost  as 
the  Grand  Jury  at  present? — Yes. 

386.  And  save  money? — Yes,  I think  so. 

3S7.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  doing  it  by 
increasing  your  own  staff  or  by  contract? — Either 
but  there  would  be  no  difficuty  about  it  whatever. 

388.  You  are  aware  that  there  lias  been  a consider- 
able saving  effected  by  the  town  taking  up  tho  portion 
they  have  done  ? — Yes. 

389.  Mr.  O’Brien. — The  effect  of  the  Mayor’s  state- 
ment is  that  the  expenditure  is  pretty  much  the  same 
but  that  the  work  was  formerly  not  done  ? — That  is 
exactly  it. 

390.  You  get  value  for  your  money  now  ? — Yes. 

391.  The  Town  Cleric. — Not  only  that,  but  we  find 
on  comparing  the  cost  now  with  what  it  was,  that  it 
is  a deal  cheaper. 

392.  Mr  O’Brien. — And  you, Mr.  Macdonnell,  think 
that  that  being  so  you  would  be  able  to  do  as  well  in 
the  extended  district? — Yes,  I am  certain  of  it. 

393.  And  keep  the  roads  in  better  order? Yes. 

394.  And  do  you  think—  do  you  contemplate  that 


the  property  he  charged  only  at  one-fourth,  or  the 
full  rate  if  placed  under  the  Corporation  ? — I don’t 
think  that  would  be  enough. 

395.  Ciiairman. — But  suppose  they  paid  to  the  Town 
Council  the  same  they  pay  to  the  Grand  J ury  at  present, 
the  Town  Council  or  Commissioners  would  be,  you 
believe,  better  able  to  do  the  work? — Yes. 

396.  You  are  aware  that  the  arable  lands  only 
pay  one-fourth? — Yes. 

397.  If  the  extension  were  made,  you  would  contem 
plate  that  that  should  be  changed,  and  that  they  should 
pay  the  full  amount? — Yes. 

398.  I suppose,  Mr.  Macdonnell,  from  your  position 
you  are  able  to  say  whether  the  roads  are  not  cut  up 
very  much  and  injured  by  the  country  people  coming 
into  the  town  ? — Certainly. 

_ 399.  And  they  cause  the  trouble  of  cleansing  and 
repairing  them  to  ho  increased? — Yes,  so  far  as  carting 
is  concerned  at  least. 

400.  And  Wexford  being  a shipping  port,  I presume 
the  reads  are  largely  used  for  carting  to  the  country 
districts  ? — Yes. 

401.  In  fact,  the  country  people  contribute  more 
than  the  townspeople  to  the  wear  and  tear  of  the 
roads? — Yes. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 
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BAGNALSTOWN.— FEBRUARY  11th,  1S79.  E, 

Before  Messrs.  W.  P.  O’Brien  and  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e.  Fch- 


Mr.  J ohn  Benjamin  Warren,  examined. 


I.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  the  Town  Clerk? — Yes. 

2*  How  long  have  you  filled  that  position  ? — Since 

the  year  1861. 

3.  Bagnalstown  is  constituted,  I think,  under  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act? — Yes. 

4 The  Act  of  1854?— Yes. 

5.  Can  you  tell  me  what  is  the  area  of  the  municipal 
district  I— -It  is  735  acres  3 roods  27  perches. 

G.  In  the  return  furnished  to  me  for  the  purposes 
of  mv  report  in  1877,  hy  the  Valuation  Office,  I find 
that’the  aj-ea  of  Bagnalstown  is  426  acres;  I find 
sometimes  that  between  the  return  given  me,  and  the 
rate  books,  there  is  a slight  difference  occasionally, 
arisino’  from  waste  lands  and  so  on ; are  you  quite  sure 
that  you  ai-e  giving  me  the  correct  figures  ? What  is 
the  valuation  as  given  in  your  book,  and  we  shall  then 
see  if  the  return  refers  to  the  same  ? — The  present 
valuation  is  £2,682  7 s.  3 d. 

7.  That  is  stranger  still,  because  the  valuation,  as 
furnished  to  me,  is  £3,285  ? — We  never  got  up  to  that. 

S.  How  many  townlaiuls  or  parts  of  townlands  are 
comprehended  in  the  township — first  distinguish  those 
wholly,  and  those  partly ; have  you  many  townlands 
part  of  which  are  included  ? — They  are  all  parts  of 
townlands ; none  of  them  are  wholly  included. 

9.  You  say  there  is  no  townland  entirely  compre- 
hended in  the  municipal  district?— No. 

10.  How  many  portions  of  townlands  arc  included  ? 
— Four. 

II.  Please  give  their  names? — Dunleckney,  Kilcar- 
ri",  Kilree,  and  Moneybeg,  which  includes  the  town  of 
Bagnalstown ; there  is  no  Moneybeg  now ; that  is  the 
old  sub-denomination,  which  is  not  in  use  now. 

12.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  township  con- 
stituted ; is  it  situated  in  more  than  one,  or  is  it  com- 
prehended in  only  one  ? — It  is  all  in  the  Bagnalstown 
electoral  division. 

13.  But  that  electoral  division  comprehends  a great 
deal  more  than  the  townsliip? — Yes. 

14.  Do  you  know  how  many  townlands  ore  com- 
prehended witliin  the  electoral  division  of  Baguals- 
town  ? — I am  not  able  to  say. 

15.  And  you  don’t  know  what  is  the  valuation  ? — 
No. 

1G.  How  far  does  the  municipal  area  extend  from 
the  centre  of  the  town  ; what  do  you  take  to  be  the 
centre  of  the  town  ? — Mr.  Parker  John  Keogh’s  house. 

17.  Taking  that  to  be  the  central  point  of  the  town, 
how  far  in  each  direction,  north,  south,  east,  and  west, 
does  the  township  extend  ? — I suppose  about  a quarter 
of  a mile  in  each  direction. 

18.  Now,  I am  speaking  of  the  township,  and  I am 
anxious  to  ascertain  the  extreme  points  to  which  it 
extends  in  each  direction,  so  that  we  can  have  it  cor- 
rectly ; how  far  to  the  north  does  it  extend  1 — The 
northern  boundary  does  not  go  into  the  country  at  all ; 
it  ends  with  the  town  proper  to  the  north. 

19.  What  is  the  southern  extremity  of  the  town- 
sliip  ? — Kilree  railway  bridge. 

20.  How  far  is  that  from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — 
About  a quarter  of  a mile. 

21.  What  is  the  extreme  point  to  the  east  ? — The 
river  Barrow. 

22.  How  far  is  that  from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? 
About  100  yards. 

23.  What  is  the  western  boundary  ? — The  Barrow 
railway  bridge  ; about  an  English  mile  from  the  centre 
of  the  town. 

24.  The  town  does  not  extend  an  equal  distance  in 
all  directions  ? — No. 

25.  Bo  yon  know  how  far  the  electoral  division  ex- 
tends ? — I could  not  tell  you  that. 


26.  When  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  was 
adopted  by  the  Commissioners  here,  was  it  adopted  in 
its  entirety,  or  only  for  particular  purposes ; was  it 

adopted  to  include  a water  supply  and  so  forth  1 It 

was  partially  adopted  here. 

27.  It  was  not  adopted  for  a water  supply  ? — No. 

28.  What  were  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
adopted  ? — Lighting  and  cleansing  only. 

29.  You  are  not  the  sanitary  authority  here  under 
the  Public  Health  Act ; you  have  been  merged  in  the 
Board  of  Guardians  as  the  sanitary  authority  as  at 
Carlow,  and  you  have  nothing  to  say  to  sanitary 
matters,  I believe  ? — Yes. 

30.  Are  the  Town  Commissioners  aware  that  there 
is  a provision  under  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1870, 
enabling  municipal  authorities  to  obtain,  by  means  of 
a provisional  order  from  the  Local  Government  Board, 
power  to  constitute  them  the  sanitary  authority  instead 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians? — They  are  aware  that 
there  is  such  a provision. 

31.  Is  it  their  intention  to  take  advantage  of  that 
provision,  and  to  have  the  sanitary  jurisdiction  trans- 
ferred to  themselves  ? — No. 

32.  Then  they  prefer  leaving  things  as  they  are  ? — 
They  do. 

33.  Can  you  tell  me  what  was  the  rate  for  1878  ? — 
The  rate  for  187S  was  Is. 

34.  What  was  the  rate  for  1877  ? — Is. 

35.  For  1S7G  I — Is. 

36.  For  1875?- Is. 

37.  And  for  1S74  ? — Is. 

38.  You  have  gone  up  to  the  full  rating  power  in 
every  instance  during  those  five  years  ? — Yes. 

39.  Besides  the  rating  have  you  any  other  source  of 
municipal  income  here? — We  have. 

40.  Will  you  kindly  mention  what  the  other  sources 
of  income  are ! — We  have  the  dog  tax. 

41.  What  is  the  average  yield  of  that  tax — take 
the  last  year,  for  instance ; just  tell  me  what  sources  of 
income  you  have  had,  independent  of  the  rates. 
What  are  your  receipts — specify  the  several  sources  i 
— We  had  from  fines  in  all  £13  11s.  4d. 

42.  Now  how  much  dog  tax  ? — 'Ve  hadn’t  any  dog- 
tax  ; it  didn’t  come  into  the  year. 

43.  Had  you  any  other?— None  other,  except  the 
Treasury  contribution. 

44.  And  wlxat  was  the  money  derived  from  that  ?-  - 


. Gd. 


bd. 

5.  From  what  ?— From  the  Treasury.  They  con- 
rated  3s.  Gd.  in  place  of  the  rate  upon  the  barrack. 
G.  Did  that  only  come  to  3s.  Gd.  ? — That  was  all — 
>rding  to  the  valuation. 

7.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  rates  during  the 
S year  ? — £132  Us.  3d. 

8.  What  was  your  entire  income  for  the  last  year  ‘ 

5146  10s.  Gd.  , , 

9.  Now  what  was  your  expenditure  for  the  year ) 

•135  8s.  2d.  ' * , _ , 

0 So  that  your  receipts  and  expenditure  nearly 

raced -you  had,  as  a matter  of  tact,  a small  credit 

race? — Yes;  £40  17s. 

1 Then  your  income  was  fully  sufficient  for  all 
poses  which  the  Commissioners  were  required  to 
ride  for? — It  was. 

2 You  had  not  to  leave  anything  undone  that 
considered  desirable  to  be  done,  by  reason  of  your 
having  an  income  sufficiently  large  for  the  pur- 

i?— No.’  . , , T . 

3 Is  this  town  lighted  with  gas? — It  is. 

4.  Is  it  done  bvthe  Commissioners  themselves,  or 
hey  enter  into  a contract  with  a company  f— 1 They 
Tact  with  a private  company. 

5.  What  other  works  besides  the  lighting  of  the 


Mr.  J 
IVarr 
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town  do  they  provide  for  as  a town  hody  1 — Nothing 
more. 

56.  Y on  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  of  the  func- 
tions connected  with  the  keeping  of  the  town  clean,  or 
any  thing  of  that  sort  ? — No,  sir ; that  is  done  by  a 
contractor. 

57.  You  say  the  Town  Commissioners  are  not 
anxious  to  regain  the  control  of  the  sanitary  affairs  of 
the  town — they  prefer  having  them  vested  as  they  are 
now  in  the  Board  of  Guardians  ? — That  was  then-  in- 
clination when  the  matter  was  brought  before  them. 

58.  How  many  Commissioners  were  present  on  that 
occasion  1 — Nine. 

59.  How  many  persons  are  there  within  the  muni- 
cipality entitled  to  be  elected  Town  Commissioners  ? — 
I could  not  say  off-hand,  but  I could  get  you  the  infor- 
mation from  the  books. 

60.  Can  you  not  tell  me,  from  your  experience  as 
Town  Clerk  in  the  conduct  of  elections,  what  the  num- 
ber of  voters  is  ? — I do  not  know. 

61.  The  Commissioners  have  had  under  their  con- 
sideration the  queries  we  addressed  to  the  different 
municipal  bodies  upon  the  various  points  connected 
with  the  municipal  areas,  <fcc.  Did  they  take  those 
queries  into  consideration  at  a special  meeting  1 — No  ; 
at  an  ordinary  meeting. 

62.  How  many  members  were  present  at  that  meet- 
ing ? — Sue. 

63.  Were  the  other  members  of  the  Board  aware 
that  the  questions  mentioned  in  the  queries  would  be 
considered  1 — They  were. 

64.  Your  answers  to  those  queries  have  not  reached 
us  here.  What  was  your  answer  to  query  six — “Are 
the  municipal  bounds  regarded  with  dissatisfaction 
generally  by  the  ratepayers  or  by  any  section  of  them  1 " 
— That  they  were  not ; that  they  were  satisfied  with 
the  present  boundary. 

_ 65.  And  as  regards  number  seven — “ What  objec- 
tions are  entertained  to  them  1 ” — They  replied  that 
they  were  not  dissatisfied. 

66.  And  as  regards  number  eight — “ What  is  the 
opinion  of  the  municipal  bod}'  on  the  subject  ? ” What 
opinion  did  they  record  as  to  query  eight  — that  they 
were  satisfied  with  the  present  boundary  ? — Yes. 

68.  Bagnalstown  is  a considerable  market  town  ? — 
It  is,  sir. 

69.  Have  you  weekly  markets  here? — Yes,  on 
Saturdays. 

70.  Have  you  fairs  here  ? — Yes. 

71.  How  often? — Monthly. 

72.  And  the  town  is  a very  thriving,  good,  business 
town  of  its  size  ? — Yes ; it  is  increasing  in  its  valua- 
tion. 


1 3.  Are  the  lands  lying  immediately  outside  tli, 
existing  bouudary— say  within  a radius  of  a mile  rf 
the  town— occupied  by  inhabited  houses  ?— Dwelliiw- 
are  nearly  on  all  of  them. 

74.  If  you  take  a circle  of  the  radius  of  a mile 
around  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  are  there  betwee 
it  and  the  existing  boundary  a great  many  persons 
living  there  who  are  now  entirely  outside  the  nnufici. 
pal  district,  and  exempted  from  municipal  taxation  ■ 
are  there  a great  many  inhabited  dwellings  there?-! 
There  are. 

7 5.  I)o  the  occupiers  of  those  houses  and  lands  derive 
exceptional  advantages  from  being  so  close  to  a good 
maiket  town  such  as  Bagnalstown,  in  the  way  of  lav- 
ing a market  for  the  ready  sale  of  then-  produce,  such 
as  liutter,  milk,  eggs,  poultry,  and  other  articles  of 
rural  produce — do  they  derive  advantages  from  being 
so  close  to  a good  market  ? — I am  certain  they  do. 

76.  Are  there  schools  in  Bagnalstown  1— There 
are. 

77.  Do  the  children  of  the  parents  living  within  the 
circle  I have  suggested  resort  to  Bagnalstown  for 
educational  purposes  1 — They  do  avail  themselves  of 
the  school. 

78.  I presume  the  lands  within  that  circle  are  more 
valuable,  by  reason  of  their  close  proximity  to  the 
town,  than  lands  lying  at  a much  greater  distance  ?— 
Certainly. 

7 9.  DotheTown  Commissioners,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  these  lands  possess  all  those  advantages,  think 
it  would  not  he  desirable  that  the  lands  lying  within 
that  radius  should  contribute  anything  to  the  municipal 
taxation  and  expenditure  of  the  town  ? — I could  not 
answer  that. 

80.  Who  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners ? — Mr.  Pierce  Magmth. 

81.  In  what  year  w'as  the  district  so  formed  ? — In 
1858. 

52.  Had  it  been  previously  under  an  old  Act — the 
Act  of  9th  George  IV.  ? — I don’t  know ; I think  not. 

53.  Mr.  Cotton. — Have  you  any  description  of  the 
boundary  in  your  books  ? — No. 

84.  No  Gazette  1 — No. 

85.  Is  that  the  first  meeting  of  the  Commissioners 
in  the  book  ? — Yes,  sir.  ( Book  handed  to  Mr.  Cotton.) 

86.  Who  prepared  that  map  for  you — do  you  know? 
— A man  named  Hoy. 

87.  There  is  such  a discrepancy  between  the  areas 
that  I would  like  to  see  the  boundary  fixed  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the 
township  ? — I cannot  say  where  you  would  get  that 
now. 


Mr.  Pierce 
Magrath. 


Mr.  Pierce  Magrath  examined. 


88.  Mr.  O’Brien. — You  are  the  Chairman  of  the 
Town  Commissioners? — Yes. 

89.  How  long  have  you  been  Chairman  ? — Three  or 
four  months. 

90.  Have  you  been  long  a member  of  the  Town 
Commissioners’  body  ? — Yes. 

91.  For  how  many  years  ? — Ten  or  twelve. 

92.  Were  you  present  at  that  meeting  at  which  the 
Commissioners  considered  the  answers  to  the  queries 
sent  them  by  the  Municipal  Boundaries  Commis- 
sioners?— I was. 

93.  Were  all  the  members  present  unanimous  in 
thinking  it  desirable  that  there  should  not  be  any 
alteration  made  ? — They  were  all  unanimous. 

94.  You  concurred  yourself  in  that  opinion,  I pre- 
sume?— Yes. 

_ 95.  You  have  heard  the  clerk  state  the  existing 
distances  to  which  the  town  extends  to  the  north,  to 
the  south,  to  the  east,  and  to  the  west  ? — Yes. 

96.  Do  you  not  consider  that  outside  that  boundary 
there  are  lands  and  inhabited  dwellings  the  occupiers 
of  which  derive  considerable  advantage  by  being  so 


close  to  the  town  ? — I have  heard  a good  many  speak 
to  the  contrary. 

97.  You  have  a good  market  town,  and  do  they  not 
dispose  of  their  produce  in  your  town  ? — Yes  ; they  do. 

98.  And  sell  their  eggs,  butter,  milk,  and  so  on? — 
Yes ; they  do. 

99.  Therefore,  must  it  not  be  of  advantage  to  persons 
living  within  a mile  of  the  town — to  persons  living  so 
close  to  a town  like  this — to  have  a ready  market  at  a 
small  sacrifice  of  time  ; don’t  you  think  they  derive 
advantage  from  that  1 — I am  sure  they  do. 

100.  At  present  they  contribute  nothing  towards 
the  municipal  expenditure  ? — That  is  so. 

101.  You  are  aware  that  under  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act,  arable  lands  are  only  liable  to  be  rated  for 
municipal  purposes  on  one-fourth  of  the  valuation  ? — 
I am. 

102.  Bearing  that  in  mind,  would  you  consider  that, 
within  a radius  of  a mile,  extending  out  equally  in  all 
directions,  a fourth  of  the  valuation  would  he  a fair 
measure  of  contribution  for  lands  situated  within  that 
distance — that  they  should  pay  for  the  municipal  ex- 
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liture  jn  retum  for  those  advantages?—!  think 
! is  fair  but  I may  say  that  where  laud  is  lying  at  the 
1 rth-east  side  of  the  town,  the  land  extending  down 
“ut  a mile  that  way  should  not  bo  included. 

103.  Within  the  municipal  district  ? — Yes. 

104  With  regard  to  the  other  directions? — It  is 
bounded  too  close  by  the  Barrow. 

105.  On  what  side? — The  north. 

106.  Is  there  any  difficulty  on  the  other  sides? — 
There  is ; the  mil  way. 

107.  The  railway  would  not  prevent  the  extension 
of  the  borough  boundary  ?— Well,  it  has  not  gone 


beyond  tnax  yei. 

108.  How  does  the  railway  lie  to  the  town  ? — To 
the  south-east. 

109.  Is  the  railway  rated  ? — It  is  ; it  is  rated  every- 
where it  joins  us. 

110.  In  the  other  directions? — Yes. 

111.  In  all  other  directions, except  where  the  Barrow 
interposes,  would  not  the  lauds  lying  within  a mile  of 
the  centre  of  the  town  come  fairly  under  the  classes 
of  lands  that  derive  exceptional  advantages  from  their 
proximity  to  the  town  ? — Yes ; I think  so. 

112.  Don’t  you  think  it  would  be  equitable  that  the 
borough  should  be  extended,  to  bring  in  all  persons 
living  within  a mile  of  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — I 
think  it  would  be  only  fair,  but  we  know  very  well 
they  would  object. 

113.  Of  course  they  would  object  to  being  taxed  ? — 


114.  If  the  boundary  was  extended  to  a mile  radius, 
would  not  that  greatly  increase  the  number  of  persons 
entitled  to  vote  for  and  also  to  act  as  Town  Commis- 
sioners?—It  would,  of  course. 

115.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  an  object  of 
ambition  to  persons  living  outside  to  take  part  in  the 
municipal  government? — It  probably  would  if  they 
got  in  for  notliing. 

116.  Do  you  not  think  they  would  consider  it  a 
sufficient  equivalent  having  the  opportunity  of  voting 
for  and  becoming  members  of  the  Town  Commission  ? 
—I  don’t  think  so ; I think  they  would  rather  stay 
where  they  are. 

117.  Except  the  unwillingness  which  people  gene- 
rally have  to  pay  taxes,  you  think  that  on  general 
grounds  of  policy  and  fairness  there  is  no  reason  why 
persons  living  under  a mile  should  not  pay  some  con- 
tribution for  the  advantages  they  derive  from  the 
town? — I think  not. 

118.  You  are  aware  that  the  Town  Commissioners 
were  the  sanitary  authority  previous  to  the  passing  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  of  1874,  and  that  since  then 
you  have  merged  in  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  those 
purposes — are  your  body  fully  aware  of  the  fact  that 
there  is  a provision  in  the  Public  Health  Act  of  last 
session  which  enables  the  Local  Government  Board,  by 
what  is  called  - a provisional  order,  which  has  to  be 
ratified  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  to  transfer  the 
sanitary  functions  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  and 
vest  it  in  the  municipal  authority — are  you  aware  of 
that? — Yes,  I am. 

119.  Have  you  ever  taken  into  consideration  the 
feasibility  of  availing  yourselves  of  that  provision  ? — 
We  have  talked  about  it. 

120.  And  what  is  the  feeling  of  the  Board  on  the 
subject? — The  feeling  of  the  Board  was  that  they 
would  not  interfere ; but,  at  the  same  time,  I should 
mention  that  I have  heard  a good  many  say  that  the 
sanitary  work  was  done  better  by  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners. 

121.  But  you  have  not  taken  any  action  in  the 
matter? — No. 

122.  You  are  not  aware  whether  they  contemplate 
talcing  any  action  in  the  matter  ? — I don’t  think  the 
Commissioners  contemplate  taking  any  action  in  the 
matter. 

123.  Do  you  think  the  sanitary  duty,  the  providing 
of  water,  sewers,  cleansing,  paving,  and  all  the  other 
functions  pertaining  to  the  proper  preservation  of  the 
town,  could  be  done  bettor  by  the  local  body  interested 


> imposed  any 
uv  special  ex- 


water supply  ( 


in  the  town,  than  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  composed 
probably  of  gentlemen  mainly  living  at  a distance  from 
the  town? — I think  it  would  he  far  better  done  by  the  Fe 
town.  &fr 

124.  Would  you  then  be  in  favour  of  a transfer  of  M.i’ 
the  sanitary  functions  back  to  the  Town  Cornmis- 
sionei's  ? — I would,  for  I think  the  town  was  in  a better 
state  when  we  were  the  sanitary  body. 

125.  Have  the  Board  of  Guardians 
special  sanitary  rate — have  they  liail  a 
penditure  for  sanitary  purposes? — I : 
that  they  have. 

126.  Nothing  of  the  kind  for 
sewerage? — No. 

127.  Have  you  a good  water  supply? — We  hare  a 
very  fair  water  supply. 

128.  Is  the  town  well  sewered? — I think  it  is  fairly 
sewered. 

129.  And  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  large  scheme 
of  sewerage  %—  I think  not. 

130.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  that  if  they 
become  the  sanitary  authority  there  is  also  power 
underthe  Public  Health  Act  to  obtain  in  the  same  way, 
by  provisional  order,  control  over  roads,  bridges,  foot- 
paths— the  duties  now  provided  for  by  the  Grand 
Jury? — I was  not  awai-e  of  that. 

131.  Do  you  think  that  that  would  operate  upon 
them  as  an  inducement  to  become  the  sanitary  autho- 
rity, and  that  if  they  became  the  sanitary  authority, 
they  would  like  to  get  the  control  of  the  roads,  bridges, 
and  footpatlis  ? — I think  that  would  be  a very  good 
thing. 

132.  Do  you  at  present  get  an  equivalent  for  what 
you  pay  to  the  Grand  Jury  ? — I think  we  do. 

133.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  that  transfer 
if  yon  were  the  sanitary  authority — or  would  you 
rather  remain  as  yon  are  ? — I think  tilings  could  be 
better  done  here  by  ourselves. 

134.  If  you  got  the  money,  could  yonexpendit  better 
and  have  better  value  for  it  than  you  get  from  the 
Grand  Jury? — I think  so. 

135.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  Commissioners  were 
aware  of  that  fact  it  would  influence  their  views  in 
desiring  to  become  the  sanitary  authority  themselves 
— I am  not  able  to  say. 

136.  With  regard ‘to  your  rates  up  to  the  present 

time — you  appeal-  to  have  rated  up  to  your  full  amount 
of  Is.? — Yes.  ....  . 

137.  And  you  have  required  it  for  the  purpose  ox 
lighting  the  town? — Yes. 

138.  Do  you  think  that  yonr  rating  limit  is  too 
narrow — have  you  income  enough  ? — We  are  charging 
only  9 d,  this  year. 

139.  So  that  it  is  sufficient  for  all  your  purposes  i — 

140.  Do  I take  it  that  you  still  adhere  to  your  view 

that  there  is  no  necessity  for  making  any  large  boun- 
daries ? — Yes.  . . , , 

141.  But,  at  the  same  time,  you  think  it  would  not 
he  unfair,  as  long  as  they  derive  advantage  from  the 
proximity  of  the  town,  to  ask  the  people  within  a 
radius  of  a mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town  to  give 
their  contribution  towards  the  municipal  expenditure  ! 

—I  do  not  think  it  would. 

142  And  you  don’t  think  one-fouitli  would  be  an 
- ■ which  to  tax  them— you  think 


riV143_  jfo  Cotton. — Do  you  know  tie  towuloud  ot 
Ki144  VlSe  portion  ot  tint  townknd  He.  to  tie 
tSt'S tie  tou-miip  J Jlost  port 
fie.  And  there  is  not  any  road  through  It  at  all  \— 
NUJ.  And  tie  part  that  lies  south  of  tWg™y 

—Yes. 
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149.  Don’t  you  tliink  tlmt  portion  derives  greater 
advantage  from  its  position  than  the  portion  north  of 
the  railway  1 — I don’t  think  it  does. 

150.  But  it  has  a road  straight  to  the  town,  and 
the  other  has  not  ? — Yes. 

151.  Surely  it  has  not  less  advantage  at  any  rate  ? 
— I don’t  think  it  has. 


152.  Do  you  know  the  townland  of  Kilcarrig? Yea. 

153.  Do  you  know  the  portion  that  lies  south  of 
the  railway  ? — Yes. 

154.  Does  not  that  derive  far  greater  advantage 
than  the  portion  of  Ivilree  north  of  the  railway  ? It 
is  closer — that  is  true. 

155.  Yes,  and  it  is  full  of  roads? — Yes. 


Mr.  Philip 


Mr.  Philip  Newton,  examined. 


15G.  Mr.  O'Brien. — You  are  a member  of  the  Town 
Commission? — I am. 

157.  Have  you  long  been  a member  ? — Always. 

15S.  Do  you  live  within  the  municipal  district  ?' — 
I live  outside  the  municipal  district-;  but  I hold  a good 
deal  of  property  in  the  town. 

159.  How  far  do  you  reside  outside  the  town  from 
where  we  are  now  sitting  ? — A few  hundred  yards  out- 
side the  town ; not  more  than  COO  yards. 

1G0.  Are  you  not  the  owner  of  the  entire  town? — 
I am  not ; Mr.  Bagenal  owns  a good  portion  of  it— 
about  half  of  it. 

1G1.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
missioners when  the  question  of  the  boundaries  was 
under  consideration  ? — I was. 

H»2.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  in  the 
replies  to  the  queries  we  sent  you  ? — Yes. 

163.  That  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  make  any 
change  in  the  boundaries  ? — I do  not  think  it  would  be 
fair,  because  the  great  advantage  which  the  town  de- 
rives from  being  put  under  the  Act  is  for  lighting, 
and  I consider  that  the  people  living  outside  would 
derive  no  benefit  whatever  from  the  lighting.  Our 
whole  rate  goes  for  the  gas  almost,  and  I may  say  it 
is  entirely  a question  of  lighting. 

164.  But  when  the  people  living  outside  the  town 
attend  the  markets  and  fails,  do  they  not  derive  some 
advantage  from  the  lighting  ?— Well,  the  fairs  are 
total  failures. 

165.  In  your  opinion  it  would  not  be  fair  to  tax 
the  outlying  land  for  any  advantage  it  derives  from 
proximity  to  the  town,  when  the  advantage  it  derives 
comprehends  only  lighting  ? — I think  so ; lighting  is 
the  only  thing. 

166.  If  your  functions  were  larger,  and  provided  for 
the  paving,  cleansing,  watering,  and  sewering,  you 
would  not  then  consider  it  inequitable  that  persons 
within  a reasonable  distance  should  make  some  contri- 
bution to  the  municipal  expenditure  ?— But  we  do  not 
undertake  those  duties,  because  they  would  not  pay  at 
all.  I think  we  performed  the  duty  of  the  sanitary 
authority  better  than  it's  done  now  ; but  I think  it 
would  be  too  great  a burden  to  impose  on  the  rate- 
payers. The  area  is  too  small  to  undertake  work 
which  might  cost  a great  deal. 

167.  You  are  aware  that  under  the  Act  the  sani- 
tary expenditure  is  made  a special  charge,  and  can  be 
assessed  on  any  denomination,  no  matter  how  minute, 
so  that  the  burden  would  be  as  light  as  it  could  pos- 
sibly be  made  ? — Anything  that  has  been  done  in  this 
town  m the  way  of  sanitary  improvements  has  been 
assessed  on  the  entire  electoral  division. 

168.  That  was  done,  I presume,  on  the  ground  that 

the  people  outside  the  town  do  derive  advantages  ? I 

don  t know ; I suppose  so ; but  there  has  not  been  much 
done  in  the  sanitary  way. 

169  You  do  not  dispute  the  fact  that  the  occupier 
of  land,  living  within  a radius  of  a mile  from  the 
centre  of  the  town,  does  derive  advantages  ? — They 
deuve  no  more  now  than  when  the  town  was  put 
under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  for  they  had  a 
market  always. 

Do  they  derive  any  advantages  as  compared 
with  lands  lying  at  a greater  distance  %— Yes. 

•ii  i In  repairing  to  the  market,  and  in  the  sale  of 
them  l— Yes  ^ produce  in  sudl  proximity  to 

i USe,tte  town  for  schooling  purposes 

also  ? — Of  course  they  do. 


173.  Assuming  that  your  functions  were  wider, you 
would  not  consider  it  inequitable  that  they  should 
contribute  some  proportion  towards  the  town  expen- 
diture, if  you  were  vested  with  the  sanitary  function? 
and  with  the  other  functions  to  which  I have  alluded ! 
— I think  if  any  of  the  rates  that  they  would  have 
to  pay  were  devoted  to  any  special  purpose  that  would 
give  them  advantages,  it  would  be  fair ; but  as  all  the 
rates  go  for  the  puipose  of  lighting  the  town,  I think 
it  would  be  unfair  to  make  them  pay  for  that. 

174.  Is  it  not  the  ease  at  present  that,  for  all  sani- 
tary works,  the  expenditure  is  assessed  on  the  whole 
electoral  division  ? — But  it  has  been  something  very 
slight. 

175.  Bor  general  purposes;  you  have  had  no  special 
rate  for  sanitary  works  ? — We  have  had  some  expen- 
diture. 

176.  Is  the  water  supply  good? — There  is  a great 
abundance  of  water  of  good  quality. 

177.  Is  the  sewerage  of  the  towu  in  a satisfactory 
condition  ? — There  may  be  one  ov  two  sewers  bad,  hut 
there  is  no  large  scheme  of  sewerage  required. 

178.  Is  the  population  of  the  town  increasing? — 
Yes. 

179.  Do  you  happen  to  know  how  far  the  electoral 
division  extends  in  each  direction  ? — It  extends  a long 
way ; it  is  a very  large  electoral  division. 

1 80.  Speaking  roughly,  do  you  happen  to  know 
wluit  the  farthest  point  of  the  electoral  division  is  ? — 
I think  about  three  miles. 

181.  I suppose  you  are  aware  that  the  Parliamen- 
tary Committee  have  expressed  the  opinion  that, 
where  feasible,  the  municipal  boundary  should  be  made 
coterminous  with  those  of  poor  law  electoral  divisions 
— would  that  be  desirable  in  this  case? — I think  it 
would  be  absurd.  I think  it  would  he  a monstrous 
thing  to  do. 

1S2.  Is  there  anything  else  that  occurs  to  you,  or 
any  suggestion  you  would  desire  to  lay  before  us  ? — 
I have  nothing  to  add.  Just  let  us  alone,  that  is  all ; 
and  don't  make  any  alteration  in  our  boundary. 

183.  If  you  were  made  the  sanitary  authority, 
would  it  be  conducive  to  your  interests  to  have  those 
works,  now  executed  by  the  Grand  Jiu-y,  within  the 
municipal  district,  such  as  the  roads,  footpaths,  «fcc., 
transferred  to  your  jurisdiction  ? — I am  afraid  not. 

184.  You  think  they  would  be  done  better  by  the 
Grand  J ury  ? — There  is  no  complaint  of  the  way  in 
which  they  are  done.  The  Grand  Jury  do  not  object 
to  give  anything  that  is  reasonable. 

185.  You  have  no  idea  how  many  persons  are 
eligible  for  the  office  of  Town  Commissioner  at 
present? — I have  not  the  slightest  idea.  I do  not 
think  a great  many.  I don’t  think  there  are  more 
than  fifteen  or  sixteen  altogether. 

186.  Do  not  you  think-  that  rather  a narrow  limit 
out  of  which  to  select  nine  representatives  ? — I think, 
of  course,  that  it  is. 

187.  Don’t  you  think  that  if  the  boundaries  were 
extended,  it  would  be  of  advantage,  both  to  the  con- 
stituency, and  to  the  number  of  persons  eligible  to 
take  office  as  Town  Commissioners ; would  it  not 
conduce  to  a more  healthy  system  of  municipal 
government  ? — I think  when  it  is  difficult  to  get  the 
attendance  of  Town  Commissioners  who  reside  within 
only  a few  yards  of  this  place,  how  much  more 
difficult  will  it  be  to  get  men  to  come  who  live  at  a 
distance. 

188.  You  do  not  think  those  people  are  ambitious 
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of  takin"  a Part  in  municipal  affairs  ? — I don’t  think 
° . I think  the  people  who  do  the  work  of  the  Town. 
Commissioners  merely  do  it  from  a sense  of  duty. 

189.  Would  the  people  living  in  the  outlying  dis- 

tricts take  an  interest  in  municipal  affairs  ? — I am  sure 
thev  would  refuse  to  do  it.  Take  a radius  of  three- 
quarters  of  a mile,  and  there  would  be  scarcely  one  who 
would  do  it.  . . . , . , 

190.  Did  yon  take  a part  in  the  original  intro- 


duction of  the  Act,  and  what  was  the  guiding  Bacsau- 

principle  you  kept  in  view  1— Our  object  in  putting  TOW!< 
the  town  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  was  merely  ffb-  “•  1879- 
to  get  it  lit,  and  the  people  were  brought  within  the  j[r 
area  by  the  natural  bounds  of  the  railway,  the  river,  Newton, 
and  one  road. 

191.  You  were  essentially  a lighting  body  ? — Yes  ; 
that  is  all. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


NEW  ROSS.— FEBRUARY  10th,  1879. 
Before  Messrs.  W.  P.  O’Brien  and  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e. 


Mr.  John  Tobin,  examined. 


1.  You  are  the  Town  Clerk  of  New  Boss? — Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  held  your  office  ? — For  four- 
teen years,  last  October. 

3.  And  the  town  is  constituted  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act  of  1854 1 — It  is. 

4.  When  was  the  town  placed  under  that  Act  ? — In 
September,  1855. 

5.  Had  it  been  previously  placed  by  the  Commis- 

sioners under  any  other  Act? — Yes ; under  the  9th  of 
George  IV.  _ . 

6.  How  many  Commissioners  constitute  the  present 
municipal  body  ? — Fifteen. 

7.  And  is  the  town  divided  into  wards  ? — Yes,  it  is 
divided  into  two  wards. 

8.  And  what  are  they  called  ? — One  is  the  New 
Ross  ward,  situated  in  the  county  Wexford,  and  the 
other  is  called  the  Rosbercon  ward,  and  is  situated  in 
the  county  Kilkenny. 

9.  What  is  the  area  of  the  entire  municipality,  as 
at  present  constituted? — 440  acres,  3 roods,  and  33 
perches. 

10.  Is  that  the  full  extent  of  the  area,  because  in 
the  return  that  I received  from  the  Valuation  Office, 
in  1S77,  it  is  given  as  458  acres  ; what  is  the  valua- 
tion of  the  municipal  district? — The  gross  valuation 
is  .£7,864  15s. 

11..  Well  then,  that  evidently  refers  to  the  same 
thing,  because  that  amount  corresponds  with  the 
amount  in  the  return  given  to  me,  so  I presume  there 
has  been  some  waste? — Yes. 

12.  Was  the  act  here  adopted  in  its  entirety  or  only 
for  a special  purpose  ? — It  was  adopted  in  its  entirety, 
with  the  exception  of  the  provision  respecting  a water 
supply. 

13.  This  is,  I believe,  an  urban  sanitary  district? — 
Yes;  since  the  Act  of  1874. 

14.  There  has  been  no  transfer  to  your  body  of  tbe 
Grand  Jury  powers  as  to  the  roads,  bridges,  footpaths, 
Ac.,  in  the  municipal  district  ? — No,  sir ; the  matter 
was  some  time  under  consideration,  but  no  steps  have 
actually  been  taken  to  bring  about  such  a transfer. 

15.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  that  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  of  last  Session,  there  is  a power 
to  transfer  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Jury  in  rela- 
tion to  those  works,  from  the  Grand  Jury  to  the 
Urban  Sanitary  Authority  ? — They  are,  sir ; for  they 
instructed  their  borough  member  to  support  that  pro- 
position. 

16.  So  that  they  are  quite  aware  of  it,  but  have 
not  taken  any  steps  to  obtain  such  a transfer? — No. 

17.  Is  it  in  contemplation  to  take  any  steps  of  that 
nature,  as  far  as  you  are  aware  ? — The  question  was 
considered  from  time  to  time,  but  no  important  steps 
taken. 

18.  The  Commissioners  recently  received  a form 
from  the  Municipal  Boundaries  Commissioners  con- 
taining a series  of  queries  to  which  replies  were  re- 
quired from  the  Town  Commissioners  ; did  they  not  ? 
— Yes. 

19.  Have  you  got  them  there? — Yes. 

20.  When  was  this  taken  into  consideration  by  the 


Town*  Commissioners? — Only  last  week;  on  last 
Thursday  night  the  subject  was  finally  considered. 

21.  Those  answers  were  agreed  to  at  a meeting 
held  on  Thursday  night  last? — Yes. 

22.  How  many  Town  Commissioners  were  present 
at  that  meeting? — Six. 

23.  And  were  they  unanimous  in  coining  to  the 
conclusions  at  which  they  arrived,  and  in  the  answers 
furnished  to  the  queries  submitted  to  them  ? — They 
were. 

24.  There  are  no  wards  for  poor  law  purposes  here  ? 
— No. 

25.  Are  these  wards  situated  in  the  same  electoral 
divisions,  or  in  different  electoral  divisions?  — In 
different  electoral  divisions. 

26.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  New  Ross  ward  ? 
— It  is  situated  in  the  electoral  division  of  New  Ross. 

27.  And  in  what  electoral  division  is  the  Rosbercon 
ward  situated  ? — In  the  electoral  division  of  Rosbercon. 

28.  I presume  that  neither  ward  comprehends  the 
entire  of  either  of  those  electoral  divisions  ? — No. 

29.  Take  first  the  New  Ross  Ward — the  Wexford 
portion  of  the  municipality — how  many  whole  town- 
lands  and  parts  of  townlands  does  that  comprehend  ? — 
There  are  fourteen  townlands,  sir,  and  five  out  of  that 
number  are  wholly  included  within  the  borough. 

30.  Can  you  give  me  tbe  valuation  of  these  in  bulk  ? 
— The  gross  valuation  of  these  is  £7,333  10s. 

31.  And  what  is  the  area? — 323a.  3k.  21r. 

32.  Now,  take  the  Rosbercon  Ward — how  many 
townlands  or  parts  of  townlands  are  comprehended  in 
that? — There  are  parts  of  four  townlands,  and  not  the 
entire  of  any  one  townland. 

33.  What  is  the  central  point  of  the  town  of  New 
Ross  ? — The  Tholsel. 

34.  Now,  taking  the  Tholsel  as  the  starting  point, 
how  far  does  the  town  extend  in  each  direction  of  the 
municipal  district  ? — About  half  a mile  on  au  average. 

35.  Equally  in  all  directions?— Very  nearly. 

36.  Have  you  within  the  municipal  boundary  much 
property  that  would  be  brought  under  section  62  of 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  and  only  liable  to  be 
rated  at  the  reduced  scale  of  one-fourth  ? 

[Mr.  O’Brien  read  section  62  of  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act.] 

37.  Have  you  much  property  coming  under  that 
provision  ? — Yes. 

37.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  property  coming 
under  those  heads  ? — £395  18s. 

38.  Outside  the  existing  boundary,  and  within  a 
radius  of  say  one  English  mile  from  the  centre  of  the 
town,  are  there  many  lands  which  are  occupied  by 
inhabited  houses  ?— 1 believe,  sir,  that  tbe  ground  you 
refer  to  is  about  as  thinly  inhabited  as  any  you  would 
find  in  any  town  in  Ireland. 

39.  How  are  the  lands  between  the  existing  limit 
and  a radius  of  a mile,  generally  speaking,  occupied  ? 
X believe  generally  by  tenants  who  till  them. 

40.  Where  do  those  tenants  reside  ? — Some  of  them 
are  townspeople. 

41.  Are  these  accommodation  lands  held  by  resident  s 
of  the  town  ?— A good  part  of  them  are. 


Mr.  Join: 
Tot  Id. 
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42.  Could  you  form  an  idea  as  to  about  how  many 
inhabited  houses  would  be  found  between  the  existing 
limit  and  a radius  of  an  English  mile,  to  which  I have 
already  referred ? — I fear  I could  not  answer  that  ques- 
tion. 

42.  Could  you  form  an  estimate  as  to  the  number — 
if  you  are  not  able  to  give  me  any  estimate  of  it,  say 
so  ? — I am  not  in  a position  to  give  you  even  an 
estimate  such  as  you  ask. 

43.  Are  there  a good  many  inhabited  houses  within 
the  circle  I have  mentioned  1 — I believe  they  are  rather 
few  in  number. 

44.  But  there  are  some? — Yes,  sir. 

45.  Do  you  consider  that  those  lauds  within  that 
distance  derive  exceptional  advantages  for  their  proxi- 
mity to  such  a market  town  as  New  Ross  ? — Yes,  I do. 

40.  And  that  accordingly  their  value  is  enhanced  ? 
— Yes. 

47.  I presume  also  that  the  products  of  these  lands 
are  disposed  of  at  great  advantage  in  the  town  of  New 
Ross  ? — I believe  that  the  lands  in  the  proximity  of  the 
town  are,  far  and  away,  higher  in  value. 

48.  Are  the  agricultural  products  of  those  lands 
sold  at  an  advantage  in  the  town  of  New  Ross  ? — I 
believe  they  are,  sir ; through  the  town’s  proximity. 

49.  What  are  the  agricultural  products  that  are 
brought  into  the  town  from  those  lands  ? — Corn,  butter, 
vegetables,  milk,  eggs,  poultry — all  agricultural  pro- 
ducts. 

50.  And  those  who  dispose  of  those  products  in 
the  town  of  New  Ross  do  so  at  great  advantage  by 
their  proximity  to  that  town?— Half  the  town  believe 
that. 

51.  How  far  would  you  consider  that  exceptional 
advantages  are  enjoyed,  derived  from  proximity  to  the 
town  ? — I believe  at  the  least  a mile. 

52.  Do  you  consider  that  a mile  fairly  and  fully  re- 

presents about  the  area  within  which  exceptional  advan- 
tages are  derived  from  the  proximity  of  the  town  ? 

Well,  I must  acknowledge  that  I have  not  sufficient 
knowledge  to  give  an  opinion. 

53.  Is  this  town  lighted  with  gas  ?— Yes. 

54.  Have  you  a water  supply  ? — We  have. 

55.  Was  that  provided  in  recent  times  or  is  it  of 
long  standing? — It  was  done  progressively  from  time 
to  time.-  In  1 864  the  present  water  tanks  that  supply 
the  town  were  made.  There  have  been  a few  little 
additions  since. 


61.  The  average  rating  for  the  five  years  k.  ■ 

then  been  7\dX— Yes,  sir?  7 hav*g 

62.  Have  you  any  sources  of  income  in  the  m • 

cipality,  except  what  you  derive  from  the  In-vZTl 
the  rates? — Yes.  .vuig of 

63.  Have  you  corporate  property? — We  hsv* 

U What  sort  of  property  is  it— -house  property  or 

land? — Some  houses ; but,  generally,  land.  1 
65.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  corporate  pr9DPrhr, 
—On  a average  £3G0  a year,  less  £30  allowed 


66.  What  is  the  amount  available  ?— About  £330 
G7.  Beyond  that  corporate  property,  have  you  anv 
other  source  of  inciome  to  supplement  the  rates  i-— There 
is  the  pipe-water,  averaging  about  £50  a’  year  for 
water  conveyed  from  the  tanks  I have  ah-’eadv 
mentioned.  •’ 


68.  Is  that  for  domestic  use? — Yes,  sir ; for  pire. 

water  rent,  but  not  as  rate.  ^ 

69.  About  £50  a year? — Yes. 

70.  That  is  £330  between  those  two  sources?— Yes. 

71.  Is  there  any  other  source?— Yes,  the  sale  of 
manure. 


72.  You  collect  the  manure  and  sell  it?— Yes. 

73.  And  Vhat  does  that  realize  on  an  avera<*  — 

About  £70.  ° 

74.  What  profits  have  you  on  the  manure  ?— I do 
not  think  there  is  any  profit  from  the  sale  of  the 
manure. 


75.  Have  you  any  other  source  of  income?— Yes- 
there  are  the  rents  from  the  Town  Hall,  the  occasional 
letting  of  a large  room  below  stairs  for  entertainments, 
<kc. — that  averages  about  £6  a year. 

76.  Is  there  any  other  source? — Then  there  is  the 
dog  tax  ; we  get  from  the  Government  about  £20. 

77.  Is  there  any  other  source  of  income  ? — There  are 
the  fines  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  and 
under  the  Drunkenness  Act. 

78.  What  do  they  yiold?— On  last  year’s  audit  they 
came  to  £40. 

79.  Is  there  any  otkor  source  of  income  that  you 
possess,  but  have  not  mentioned? — The  only  other 
source  of  income  I see  is  the  contribution  towards  the 
salaries  of  the  sanitary  officials,  the  half  salaries. 

SO.  As  a grant  from  the  Government? — Yes,  “half 
salaries,  £24  7e.  Gd.” 

81.  What  was  your  total  income  for  the  past  vear? 
—£826  Is.  * 


56.  Was  there  any  large  outlay  in  regard  to  the 
construction  of  sewers,  or  any  sanitary  work  of  that 
description  ? — There  was  not  at  any  particular  period, 
but  the  work  was  done  continuously  as  required. 

57.  But  no  large  scheme  of  sewerage  has  been  carried 
■out?— No  large  scheme  has  been  carried  out  at  any 
particular  time. 

58.  Is  the  sewerage  of  the  town  in  a satisfactory 
condition?— It  is  middling  fair.  There  is  one  great 
defect  which  I believe  will,  in  the  course  of  some  time 
be  very  detrimental  to  the  effectual  working  of  the  pre- 
s out  system.  Below  at  the  river  side  the  place  appears 
to  be  silting  up,  and  the  sewers  closing,  and  I am 
in  r. mi  from  the  level  of  the  town  there  will  be  a m-eat 
deal  of  matter  silted  up  with  the  down  currents,  which 
will  also  carry  up  gravel  and  sand.  There  is  no  free 
outlet  from  the  river  at  all,  and  I am  afraid  that  in 
the  course  of  some  time  our  sewers  will  become  much 
impaired  in  their  effectiveness. 

59.  Mr.  Cotton. — Does  that  apply  to  the  outlets 
along  the  quay— does  it  apply  the  whole  way  or  in  only 
one  particular  portion  of  the  quay  ?— It  applies  to  the 
greater  number  of  outlets.  There  might  be  some 
sewers  whose  outlets  are  full  of  mud,  but  as  a general 
rule  I am  afraid  the  outlets  will  give  us  some  trouble 
and  expense  after  a time. 

60.  Mr.  O'Bhiex — I find,  Mr.  Tobin,  your  rotes 

are  returned  as  being,  in  1878,  6 d.-,  in  1877  8d  • in 
1S76,  no  rate  ; in  1875,  Is.;  and  in  1874,  10d?_ Yes 
sir.  ' ’ 


82.  How  much  was  made  up  from  rates  ? — £141. 

83.  And  the  rest  from  other  sources  ? — Yes,  from 
the  miscellaneous  sources  I have  mentioned. 

84.  What  was  the  expenditure  for  the  year  ? — The 
expenditure  was  £758  9s.  6 d.  for  the  past  year. 

85.  Did  that  give  you  a credit  balance  at  the  end 
of  the  year  ? — It  did,  sir ; it  gave  us  a credit  balance 
of  £67  12s.  Gd. 

86 . Did  that  expenditure  fully  represent  the  require- 
ments of  the  town,  or  was  any  work  left  unexecuted 
in  consequence  of  its  not  being  considered  that  the 
funds  were  sufficient  for  the  purpose  ? — Not  that  I can 
recollect  at  present. 

87.  Did  that  income  fully  provide  for  the  wants  of 
the  town  ? — It  did,  for  the  past  year.  There  might  be 
some  things  which  I could  not  recollect,  and  as  to 
which  it  might  be  safer  to  take  the  average  of  former 
years. 

88.  In  reply  to  the  question  in  the  queries  as  to 
whether  the  municipal  boundary  is  regarded  with  dis- 
satisfaction by  the  ratepayers  of  the  town,  or  any  sec- 
tion of  them — the  Commissioners’  reply  is  to  this  effect 
— “ So  far  as  we  can  learn  the  subject  has  not  engrossed 
the  attention  of  the  ratepayers.”  Then  it  appears  that 
the  matter  has  not  been  very  particularly  considered 
by  the  town? — It  was  late  when  it  came  before  the 
Town  Commissioners.  That  is  a copy  of  a report 
which  I sent  to  Dublin,  as  soon  as  I could,  and  which 
embraces  the  opinions  of  the  Commissioners  as  to  why 
they  are  not  prepared  with  evidence  to-day. 

89.  In  number  eight  of  the  queries,  they  are  asked 
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„ -\YIiat  is  the  opinion  of  the  municipal  body  on  the 

subject ? ” and  in  reply  to  that  they  say  “We  beg  to 
ubmit  for  the  information  of  the  Municipal  Boundary 
Commissioner's  the  report  of  the  Committee  who  in- 
vestigated the  subject.-’  That  is  the  report  now  before 

meg0_" -ft’as  it  adopted  by  the  Commissioners  I— It  was, 

^gi  Kindly  read  that  report  for  me  ? — I will,  sir. 
The  report  is  as  follows : — 

“ Municipal  Boundaries  Commission. 

“ Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
question  of  retaining,  limiting,  or  extending  the  present 
boundary  of  the  borough. 

“ We  regret  that  the  time  at  our  command  has  not  per- 
mitted us  to  give  the  question  adequate  consideration.  It 
appears  that  in  November  last  the  Municipal  Boundaries 
Commissioners  issued  for  the  guidance  or  assistance  of 
Municipal  and  Borough  Authorities  a sheet  of  numbered 
queries'  that  their  secretary  despatched  in  due  course  a 
copy  to  the  town  clerk,  but  it  failed  to  reach  him,  and  that 
tie  copy  now  before  you  came  to  hand  only  a few  days 
since ; so  that,  not  having  had  earlier  notice,  we  cannot 
supply  detailed  information  on  the  various  branches  of  the 
inquiry. 

Without  anticipating  the  views  of  the  ratepayers  on 
the  subject  generally,  it  must,  we  think,  be  admitted  that 
the  area  of  the  borough  is  fixed  at  the  smallest  possible 
limits;  and  that  an  extension  of  the  boundary  would  be 
desirable,  as  i dding  to  the  importance  and  inliuence  of  the 
borough,  and  affording  enlarged  scope,  for  the  exercise  of 
the  powers  vested  in  the  Town  Commissioners.  Still,  we 
regret  that,  for  the  following  reasons,  we  cannot  recommend 
you  to  apply  for  an  extension. 

“1.  Because  the  subject  has  not  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  ratepayers.  . 

“2.  Those  persons  outside  the  borough  who  enjoy  the  ad- 
vantages derivable  from  proximity  to  its  fairs,  markets,  &c., 
without  contributing  to  its  taxation,  and  who  might  be 
affected  by  an  alteration  of  the  existing  boundary,  have 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  opinions  on  the 
matter. 

“ 3.  Taking  the  difference  between  the  present  area  and 
a larger  one,  for  instance,  that  of  the  New  Ross  Poor  Law 
Electoral  Division  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  assuming 
that  land  would,  as  at  present,  pay  but  one-fourth  rate, 
the  amount  payable  on  the  added  valuation  would  not  he 
more  than  £50.  An  enlargement  of  the  area  would  naturally 
involve  an  addition  to  the  working  staff,  and  increased  ex- 
penditure under  the  general  heads  of  the  lighting,  clean- 
sing, and  sanitary  purposes.  An  extension  at  the  other. side 
of  the  river  would  not  materially  affect  our  calculations, 
and,  on  the  whole,  we  do  not  consider  that  the  increased 
income  would  more  than  counterbalance  the  increased  ex- 
penditure. We  may  assume  that  this  reason  alone  would 
deter  the  Commissioners  from  undertaking  new  responsi- 
bilities, and  an  enlarged  sphere  of  usefulness,  were  other 
circumstances  favourable ; but,  from  the  information  now 
available,  we  can  merely  recommend  to  your  body,  while 
giving  no  approval  to  the  present  boundary,  to  lay  the  facts 
as  set  out  on  the  query  sheet  before  the  Government  Com- 
missioners, without  adopting  active  measures  for  obtaining 
an  altered  boundary. 


“New  Ross,  Feb.  6th,  1879. 


“P.  A.  Pope. 
“David  Murpht. 

“ Patrick  Kellt.” 


92.  How  many  persons  are  there  within  the 
municipal  district  who  are  qualified  to  fill  the  office  of 
Town  Commissioner  1 — There  are  96  persons  that  the 
buildings  they  reside  in  would  qualify  them,  but  I 
believe  that  half  the  number  would  not  he  available 
as  candidates. 

93.  But  if  an  extension  to  a radius  of  a mile  took 


place,  would  not  that  extend  Loth  the  number  cf  Sew  Ross, 
electors  and  of  the  persons  also  who  would  he  qualified  Fit.  id.  i87>. 
to  act  as  Town  Commissioners  ] — It  would  increase  ..  “ 
the  number  of  persons  eligible  to  be  elected  Com-  Tobin, 
missioners,  in  all  probability  more  tlian  it  would 
extend  the  number  of  electors. 

94.  Are  there  schools  in  the  town  of  New  Boss 
that  are  attended  by  the  children  of  persons  living  in 
the  outlying  districts  ? — Yes,  sir,  there  are. 

95.  Within  what  distance  would  you  say  that 
children  are  in  the  habit  of  resorting  from  the  country 
— from  what  distance  do  they  come  1 — I should  say 
about  2 miles. 

96.  Do  they  come  in  in  large  numbers? — I would 
not  be  able  to  say  that  either ; it  would  depend  upon 
the  proximity  or  otherwise  of  country  schools. 

97.  Do  the  electoral  divisions  of  Eosbercon  and 
New  Boss  extend  pretty  equally  in  all  directions  from 
the  town,  or  is  it  an  unequal  boundary  ? — I believe  it 
extends  pretty  equally  in  all  directions. 

98.  You  say  that  the  Commissioners  have  had  under 
consideration  the  question  of  applying  to  got  the 
transfer  to  themselves  of  the  jurisdiction  over  roads, 
bridges,  ifcc.  ? — Of  making  ourselves  a barony — yes,  sir. 

99.  The  county  rates  for  tlio  last  five  years  stand 
thus — 2s.  Sid.  for  1878? — Yes,  sir. 

100.  3s.  6|d.  for  1S77 ; 2s.  11£<7.  for  1876  3s.  4fd. 
for  1875  ; and  3s.  3d.  for  1874?^- Yes. 

101.  Does  that  include  bridge  rate? — Yes. 

102.  What  is  the  poundage  for  the  bridge  rate  I — 

9 id,  4|d.  for  each  division. 

103.  The  Commissioners  were  considering  this  ques- 

tion (but  have  not  come  to  any  conclusion  on  the  si.lt- 
ject)  of  applying  for  the  transfer  of  the  Grand  J ury 
functions  over  the  roads,  bridges,  and  footpaths  witl.ni 
the  town ; did  they  contemplate,  in  considering  the 
question,  that  the  arable  lands  in  the  boundary,  if  they 
got  the  transfei-,  were  to  be  rated  at  one-fourth  only,  or 
did  they  intend  that  the  rate  should  be  as  now  on  the 
whole  valuation  as  for  the  county  cess  ? — I do  not  think 
they  have  considered  that  point  particularly ; the  chief 
point  they  considered  was  this— that  when  they  applied 
for  works  of  utility,  repairs  of  streets,  Arc.,  they  were 
met  by  a vexatious  and  unnecessary  opposition  ; and 
they  thought  it  would  be  for  the  advantage  and  benefit 
of  the  town  to  have  those  matters  under  their  own 
control.  . . • , i 

104.  How  long  have  the  Commissioners  considered 
this  matter  ? — About  three  years. 

105.  Are  they  aware  that  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  of  last  session  the  Local  Government  Board  have 
power  to  grant  them  such  a transfer  by  provisional 
order  even  though  the  Grand  Jury  may  not  consent  to 
it?— They  are;  for, as  I said  before,  they  instructed 
their  representative  to  support  that  legal  provision. 

106.  Can  you  explain  why  it  is  that,  that  being  the 

feel  in0,  of  the  Commissioners,  no  practical  steps  have 
been  taken  to  earn’  out  the  object  they  have  in  view 
I could  not  sav.  , 

107  Mr.  Cotton.— Is  the  boundary  of  the  town  the 

same  as  tile  Parliamentary  liovmtkryl— Yes,  tkey  are 
coterminous.  , , 

108  I don’t  think  you  gave  us  the  areas  of  tlio 
wds  sepaWLtely  1 — The  few  Bess  Ward  Is  323a.  3r. 

21p.  and  the  Rosbercon  Ward  1 17a.  Or.  1-P- 

109.  Making  a total  of? — 440a.  3r.  33p. 

110.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Now  give  ns  the  valuation  ? — 

Thegross  valuation  ofthe  New  Boss  Ward  is  .£7,333 10*., 
and  of  the  Bosbercon  Ward  £331  5 s — making  a total 
of  £7,864  15s. 


Mr  James  E.  Galavan  examined.  Mr.  James  E 

' . . HA  Th«  Clerk  of  the  Town  Commissioners  lias  Galavan. 

111.  You  are  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioner  _ ^ b radius  of  the  present  municipal  uis- 

of  New  Boss  ?-Yes.  . . ■ wT^lout  haif  a statute  mile  from  the  centre  of  the 

112.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ?— Since  ti  about  correct  ? — I think  in  an  easterly 

last  June.  . , „ V?  -w^nds  nearly  a mile.  In  the  southerly 

113.  Have  you  considered  this  question  with  suffi-  . WPfitftrlv  directions 

dent  fulness  to  enable  you  to  form  a definite  opinion  an  m . y.  frQm  the  four  points,  and  state  the 
on  it  ? — I could  not  at  present,  at  all  events.  • X.  2 
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extent  to  which  the  municipal  boundary  reaches  in 
each.  Taking  the  Tholsel  as  the  centre  of  the  town, 
how  far  does  it  extend  to  the  north  1 — About  half  a 
mile. 

116.  How  far  to  the  south? — Half  a mile. 

117.  To  the  east? — More  than  half  a mile. 

118.  How  far  then? — Nearly  a mile — about  three 
quarters  of  a mile. 

119.  Taking  that  to  represent  the  existing  area, 
from  your  knowledge  of  the  surrounding  district  and 
of  the  lands  outside  that  area,  are  there  many  inhabited 
houses  and  lands  occupied  by  inhabited  houses  that 
are  within  a radius  of  a mile,  that  are  not  included 
within  the  present  municipal  district? — There  are,  a 
great  many. 

120.  "Would  you  say  that  the  property  that  lies 
between  the  radius  of  half  a mile  and  the  radius  of  a 
mile — would  you  say  that  that  property  derives 
advantages  in  various  respects  by  reason  of  the 
proximity  of  the  town  of  New  Boss? — Most  decidedly, 
in  every  respect. 

121.  Would  you  mention  the  advantages  which  it 
derives  in  your  opinion  ? — Having  such  an  ad- 
vantageous market  for  the  sale  of  its  products — 
eggs,  butter,  milk,  vegetables,  and  so  forth. 

122.  Do  the  children  from  that  district  resort  to 
the  town  of  New  Boss  for  schooling  purposes  ? — A 
great  many  within  a mile  of  the  town. 

123.  Would  you  say  that  a mile  represents  the 
distance  from  which  children  do  come  into  the  town 
for  the  purpose  of  availing  themselves  of  the  schooling 
accommodation  which  it  affords  ? — I do,  more  than  a 
mile. 

124.  How  often  do  the  occupiers  of  these  outlying 
lands  resort  here  to  your  weekly  markets  ? — There  is 
a Saturday  market,  and  then  in  the  butter  season 
there  is  a Tuesday  market  in  addition ; of  course  there 
are  several  market  days  in  the  corn  season. 

125.  You  have  got  a good  water  supply? — Very 
fair,  of  course  it  is  defective  at  times. 

126.  And  the  town  is  lighted  with  gas? — Yes,  it 

127.  And  are  the  footways  flagged  and  well  kept  ? 
— Yes,  the  streets  are  well  flagged  ; certainly. 

128.  Those  who  resort  frequently  to  the  town 
participate  more  or  less  in  the  advantages  it  affords  ? 
— Certainly. 

129.  Of  course  they  do  not  derive  the  same  amount 
•of  advantage  as  the  people  actually  living  in  the  town  ? 
— Of  course  they  do  not. 

130.  Do  you  consider  that  the  advantages  derived 
by  the  townlands  in  the  proximity  of  the  town,  but 
not  actually  within  the  present  area,  are  fairly  enough, 
measured  by  that  provision  of  the  62nd  section  of  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act  which  makes  them  liable  to 
be  rated  at  one-fourth  of  the  valuation — would  you 
take  that  as  fairly  representing  the  amount  of  con- 
tribution which  they  should  give  towards  the  expend- 
iture?— That  would  be  a very  serious  question  to 
answer. 

131.  I am  merely  asking  your  own  estimate.  Of 
course,  it  would  be  very  hard  to  say  positively  ; but 
viewing  the  proposal  for  an  increased  area  of  taxation 
and  taking  it  on  the  principle  of  equity  and  sound 
public  policy,  would  you  consider  the  basis  the  legis- 
lature adopted  in  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  making 
arable  lands  and  property  of  that  description  only 
liable  to  be  assessed  for  municipal  purposes  at  one- 
fourth— would  it  appear  to  be  a fair  enough  measure 
of  the  advantages  they  derive  ? — I could  not  say. 

132.  You  would  not  say  whether  it  was  too  much 
or  too  little  to  contribute,  but  you  do  think  that 
persons  living  within  a mile  of  the  town  do  derive 
advantages  although  they  contribute  nothing  towards 
the  town  expenditure  %— Unquestionable  advantages. 

133.  Would  you  consider  that  it  would  be  fair 
that  they  should  contribute  something  towards  the 
town  expenditure? — I think  they  should  contribute 
something  at  all  events. 

134.  Would  you  consider  the  radius  of  a mila  a 


fair  one,  and  that  those  exceptional  advantages  d 
not  extend  beyond  that,  or  would  you  propose  , 
still  wider  radius  than  a mile? — I would  not 

135.  You  think  that  a mile  would  fairly  enough 
represent  the  extent  to  which  the  exceptional  a°d 
vantages  are  enjoyed  ? — I think  a mile  fair,  became 
if  you  go  beyond  that  they  become  less  and  less.  “ 

136.  You  have  not  any  means  of  knowing  whether 
the  proposed  extension  of  the  municipal  area  would 
be  received  with  favour  by  the  ratepayers,  or  whether 
they  would  be  opposed  to  it?— I have  not  any  means 
of  knowing. 

137.  There  has  been  no  meeting  on  their  part  to 
consider  the  question  ? — No,  it  has  not  engaged  their 
attention. 


138..  It  appears  that  the  queries  sent  by  us  to  you 
to  get  information  from  you  on  various  points  relating 
to  this  inquiry,  did  not  reach  you  ?-AThey  did  not 
reach  us;  I never  knew  anything  about  this  inquiry 
until  Thursday  last.  1 

1 39.  I asked  the  Town  Clerk  one  or  two  questions 
bearing  on  the  subject  of  the  transferring  of  a certain 
jurisdiction  from  the  county  to  the  municipal  body 
has  not  the  subject  specially  engaged  the  consideration 
and  attention  of  the  Town  Commissioners — that  of 
seeking  to  obtain  a transfer  of  those  powers  ? — Not  as 
far  as  I know. 

140.  Are  they  satisfied,  and  do  you  believe  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Town  Commissioners  that  the  amount 
expended  by  the  Grand  Jury  on  the  municipal  district 
corresponds  with  the  amount  levied  off  you  in  countv 
cess?— Not  at  all,  we  contribute  £800  or  £900  and 
only  get  in  return  about  £200,  and  that  the  Com- 
missioners have  to  run  by  contracts  and  otherwise. 

141.  Then  you  are  not  satisfied  with  the  amount 
you  get,  and  yoxx  do  not  consider  that  it  is  a fair 
return  for  the  county  cess? — We 'do  not  consider  it  is 
a fair  return. 

142.  Assuming  that  you  were  to-morrow  to  seek, 
and  successfully  seek,  to  obtain  this  transfer,  and  get 
the  control  now  exercised  by  the  Grand  Jury  over  the 
roacls,  bridges,  and  footpaths,  do  you  consider  that  the 
equity  of  the  case  would  he  that  in  the  case  of  arable 
lands,  and  so  forth,  they  should  contribute  the  full 
amount,  as  they  do  now  to  the  Grand  Jury,  or  he  only 
rated  one-fourth  for  municipal  purposes  ? — I could  not 
say. 

143.  You  ax-e  not  in  a position  to  say? — Quite  so ; 
in.  fact  I never  heard  that  part  of  the  subject  until 
this  morning. 

144.  Would  the  Town  Commissioners  like  to  give 
this  entire  subject  of  the  municipal  boundaries,  and 
the  managements  to  be  made  in  connexion  with  any 
extension  of  them,  or  a transfer  of  the  Grand  Jury 
powers,  further  consideration,  and  would  they  desire  to 
transmit  to  the  Municipal  Boundaries  Commissioners 
hi  Dublin  their  views  with  regard  to  these  matters  in 
writing? — As  far  as  I know,  I believe  they  would 
wish  that  the  subject  could  be  opened  again,  and  that 
they  could  give  it  further  consideration. 

.145.  And  if  I inform  you  that  the  Boundary  Com- 
missioners will  he  most  happy  to  receive  and  consider 
any  statement  which  you  forward  to  them,  may  we 
expect  that  you  will  do  so  ? — I think  that  will  meet 
the  views  of  the  Commissioners. 

146.  Perhaps  you  will  be  good  enough,  in  con- 
sidering this  question,  to  take  into  consideration  also 
this  other  question ; whether  you  will  seek  to  obtain 
a provisional  order  transferring  to  the  Commissioners 
the  Grand  Jury  jurisdiction,  and  if  so,  upon  what 
basis  you  think  the  transfer  should  he  made ; whether 
you  think  that  if  that  transfer  were  made,  arable  lands 
which  are  now  only  liable  to  one-foxxrth  for  the  muni- 
cipal expenditure — that  whether  those  lands,  with 
regard  to  the  expenditure  on  county  works,  should  be 
assessed  to  the  full  value  as  now,  or  come  in  at  the 
reduced  scale,  as  they  do  for  other  purposes,  because  that 
is  a material  point.  You  are  aware  that  a good  many 
towns  have  obtained  the  transfer,  but  that  Wexford  is 
the  only  one  that  has  obtained  it  by  provisional  order, 
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and  in  the  other  towns  where  that  transfer  has  been 
obtained,  it  has  been  by  special  Act  of  Parliament ; 
the  practice  is  not  the  same  in  all  these  towns ; in  some 
the  Grand  Jury  works  are  provided  for  on  the  full 
;issessment,  and  in  some  the  arable  lands  are  only 


157 

charged  a fourth  of  that;  it  will  be  & question  that  it 
would  be  well  that  you  should  keep  in  mind  when  vou 
come  to  consider  the  subject?— We  shah  take  care  knd 
keep  these  points  in  view  when  we  consider  the 
questions  you  have  referred  to. 


Mr.  Thomas  Boyu,  examined. 


147.  You  have  been  a long  time  residing  in  New 
Boss  1— I have. 

148.  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  town  and 
its  circumstances? — Yes,  I am. 

149.  You  know  the  existing  municipal  district  1 — 
Oh,  well ; and  I am  agent  for  the  principal  proprietor 
here. 

151.  You  are  agent  for  Mr.  Tottenham? — Yes. 

152.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  town,  do  you  con- 
sider that  the  existing  area  is  too  limited,  or  do  you 
consider  that  it  is  large  enough  ? — I would  be  rather 
inclined  to  leave  it  as  it  is. 

153.  On  what  ground  1 — Because  I think  it  is  quite 
large  enough.  I do  not  see  what  advantage  could  be 
gained  by  any  change. 

154.  I suppose  we  may  take  it  as  correct,  that  the 
radius  is  half-a-mile  ? — Yes. 

155.  Taking  it  at  that,  do  you  consider  that  the 
lands  lying  within  a radius  of  a mile  do  not ' derive 
special  advantages  by  reason  of  that  proximity  ? — I do 
not  think  they  do,  commensurate  with  the  valuation. 

156.  Do  you  not  think  that  those  lands  fetch  for  tire 
owners  a higher  rent  by  reason  of  that  proximity  ? — 
Of  course  they  do,  they  would  do  that  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, in  consequence  of  their  proximity  to  the 
town. 

157.  Have  not  the  occupiers  of  those  lands,  too,  an 
advantage  in  having  so  close  to  their  doors  a market 
for  their  various  agricultural  products.  Would  not 
advantages,  special  advantages,  be  derived  by  persons 
residing  at  one,  two,  or  three  miles  ? — Of  course  the 
closer  to  the  market  the  better. 

158.  Don’t  you  consider  that  enjoying  those  advan- 
tages, that  for  resorting  so  frequently  to  the  town,  that 
persons  who  make  it  the  place  for  the  transaction  of 
their  business,  and  the  sale  of  their  products — do  you 
think  it  would  be  unreasonable  as  a return  for  those 
advantages,  that  they  should  in  some  modified  form 
contribute  towards  the  general  expenditure  of  the 
town  1 — I think  that  would  be  a very  hard  thing  to 
do.  I do  not  think  they  derive  anything  from  the 
lighting. 

159.  Are  not  the  persons  who  live  outside,  when 
they  come  into  the  town  for  the  transaction  of  their 
business  and  the  sale  of  their  produce,  and  to  supply 
their  own  wants  here,  are  they  not  often  delayed  here 
until  an  advanced  hour  of  the  evening,  and  do  they 
not  in  that  way  derive  benefit  from  the  lighting  ? — They 
may  be  delayed,  but  they  should  not  be  delayed.  The 
same  observation  might  be  applied  to  any  person  going 
into  a town,  stopping  for  a few  hours  on  any 
occasion. 

160.  What  I am  asking  you  is — is  it  not  a fact  that 
persons  living  within  a mile  of  the  town  much  more 
frequently  resort  to  it  than  persons  living  at  a greater 
distance  ? — That  may  be,  but  I do  not  think  there 
would  be  the  slightest  advantage,  commensurate  with 


the  taxation,  in  persons  being  taxed,  because  of  their 
living  close  to  the  town. 

161.  Have  you  contemplated  what  the  taxation  of 
such  land  should  he,  supposing  it  was  comprehended 
with  the  municipal  area  ? — One-fourth,  and  the  houses 
also. 

162.  Have  you  considered  the  question  of  the 
desirableness  or  otherwise  of  the  town  body  getting 
control  over  the  works  executed  by  the  Grand  Jury ! 
— I have  not,  but  I think  there  is  a good  deal  of  just- 
complaint  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners  that  they 
do  not  get  enough  of  the  county  cess. 

163.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  jurisdiction  was 
transferred  to  the  municipal  body  that  the  work  would 
be  better  executed  and  at  a cheaper  cost  ? — I am  not 
prepared  to  say.  That  might  involve  a considerable 
outlay  in  the  way  of  an  extra  staff,  and  so  on. 

164.  Now,  if  that  transfer  did  take  place,  do  you 
consider  that,  for  the  purposes  now  provided  for  out 
of  the  county  cess,  arable  lands  should  be  rated  for  the 
municipal  expenditure  at  the  full  amount,  or  at  one- 
fourth  ? — At  the  full  amount.  I would  not  have  any 
hesitation  in  saying  that. 

165.  Do  you  think  they  would  object  if  they  were 
to  be  charged  to  the  full  amount  for  Grand  Jury  pur- 
poses, and  only  one-fourth  for  municipal  purposes  1 — 
I do  think  they  would. 

166.  But  would  they  not  become  eligible  to  serve 
as  Town  Commissioners  ? — They  would  not  consider 
that  an  advantage.  It  is  very  hard  to  get  the  body 
filled  up,  even  as  it  is. 

167.  Would  not  they  consider  it  an  advantage  to 
become  entitled  to  vote  for  Town  Commissioners?— 

I do  not  think  they  would.  I think  a great  many 
would  be  glad  to  be  without  votes. 

168.  The  Boundary  Commissioners  will  be  glad  if, 
when  you  have  time,  you  will  understand  from  the 
queries  what  the  points  are  upon  which  we  desire 
information,  if  you  will  he  good  enough  to  forward  to 
our  secretary  a statement  of  any  facts  or  views  which 
you  think  ought  to  be  presented  for  our  consideration. 

I shall  be  very  happy  to  receive  and  investigate  such 
a statement  from  you?— I shall  consider  your  sug- 

Mr.  Cotton.— How  long  does  the  bridge  rate 
last? — About  eighteen  years  from  the  time  it  first 
started.  I think  we  have  paid  it  for  about  eleven 
years.  It  wifi  close  now  in  a comparatively  short 
time ; hut  I cannot  pledge  myself  as  to  the  perfect 
accuracy  of  any  of  my  statements  to-day. 

170.  Mr.  O’Brien.— You  had  previously  to  pay  a 
toll  every  time  you  crossed  that  bridge  ? 

171  And  without  any  permanent  outlay  you  got 
rid  of  that  toll,  at  all  events  ?— Yes  ; the  exact  tune 
the  tax  has  to  run  can  be  easily  ascertained.  I would 
not  like  to  be  bound  by  any  opinion  I have 
to  you,  for  I might  change  them  alL 


Mr.  Peter  Aloysios  Pope,  examined. 


172.  You  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
New  Ross  ? — I am,  but  only  a very  short  time.  I am 
the  junior  member  of  the  Board. 

17  3.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  town  ? — I am. 

174.  You  know  the  municipal  boundary? — Yes. 

175.  What  is  your  opinion  about  that — is  it  that 
the  boundaries  are  large  enough,  or  do  you  think  that 
the  boundaries  should  be  extended  ? — I think,  speak- 


ing generally,  that  the  municipal  area  is  rather  too 

^7^'  j)0  yon  think,  as  the  municipal  district  is  at 
present  constituted,  that  lands  are  excluded  which 
derive  advantages  from  the  proxmuty  to  a to 
-which  they  contribute  nothing!— In  my  opinion  they 
do  but  I have  not  heard  anything  said  about  it. 

177.  Do  you  think  it  but  equitable  and  fair  that 
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tliey  should  give  some  contribution  in  return  for  those 
advantages  ? — I think  it  would  be  most  equitable. 

178.  What  do  you  consider  should  be  the  con- 
tribution they  should  make  for  those  advantages — do 
you  think  it  is  fairly  enough  measured  by  the  basis 
laid  down  in  the  62nd  section  of  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act,  that  arable  lands  should  contribute  one- 
fourth  of  the  valuation  ? — Well,  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  town,  I think  that  it  is  a rather  small 
contribution.  If  there  could  be  a graduated  scale  I 
think  it  would  be  much  more  desirable. 

179.  What  would  you  recommend? — I think  that 
within  a radius  of  a mile  they  should  pay  one- 
half.  Of  course  they  have  the  advantage  of  the 
proximity  of  the  markets. 

180.  Have  you  considered  the  question  of  the  trans- 
fer of'  the  county  jurisdiction  for  certain  works  to  the 
municipal  authority  ? — Generally.  I have  considered 
it  generally  just  as  any  other  person. 

181.  Is  your  opinion  favourable  to  seeking  a trans- 
fer, or  are  you  adverse  to  the  taking  of  such  a step  ? — 
There  are  some  points  that  the  Commissioners  feel 
some  doubt  about,  as  also  do  the  ratepayers  generally, 
and  that  as  to  our  liabilities.  Of  course  we  do  not 
know  what  our  responsibilities  would  bo  as  regards  the 


bridge.  It  was  a very  costly  work,  and  if  anyth; 
happened  to  it,  and  New  Ross  was  constituted  a b i * 
by  this  proceeding,  we  do  not  know  what  liabZ 
might  be  incurred  by  it.  We  therefore  do  not  kn 
whether  it  would  be  of  advantage  that  the  transfW 
should  take  place  or  not.  Lr 


1S2.  If  that  point  about  your  liability  for  t’w 
bridge  in  case  of  accident  was  settled  to  your  satis 
faction,  would  your  opinion  be  favourable  to' the  rN„" 
fer  ? — It  would  be  favourable. 

183.  You  think  the  work  could  be  better  done  and 

at  a cheaper  rate  if  that  change  was  effected  ? ,‘W'ell 

we  pay  £800  or  £900,  and  only  get  iii  return  £200* 
for  which  we  have  to  take  contracts. 


IS -1.  In  advocating  the  transfer  do  you  contemplate 
that  these  arable  lands  for  county  works  should  pay 
on  the  full  amount  of  the  valuation  or  only  one-fourth? 
— I think  they  should  pay  as  at  present 

185.  On  the  full  amount? — Certainly. 

186.  Is  there  any  other  suggestion  you  would  wish 
to  make  ? — I wish  to  add  that  if  those  who  are  at 
present  outside  the  boundary,  would  be  affected  in- 
juriously under  the  Land  Act,  by  being  include! 
within  the  boundary,  W’e  would  not  enter  into  the 
question  at  all. 


Mr.  Galavan,  re-examined. 

188.  You  have  heard  what  Mr.  Pope  has  just  said  189.  And  are  those  the  views  of  the  whole  body  of 
as  to  the  Land  Act — are  your  views  the  same  as  his  Town  Commissioners? — I think  so. 
on  that  point  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  Gifford  Carr,  examined. 


190.  You  are  the  Clerk  of  the  New  Ross  Union  ? — 
Yes. 

191.  Taking  the  entire  of  the  New  Ross  Electoral 
Division,  how  many  townlands  does  it  comprehend? — 
Thirty-nine. 

192.  What  is  the  area  of  it,  and  what  is  the  valu- 
ation of  it  ? — The  area  of  it  is  4,3S4  acres  3 roods  and 
9 perches. 

193.  And  what  is  the  valuation  of  that? — £12,097. 

194.  Now  take  the  Rosbercon  Electoral  Division 
— how  many  townlands  are  in  that  division  ?— The 
valuation  is  £2,1)13  10s. 

195.  And  what  is  the  area  ? — I cannot  tell  you  that 
now,  as  I have  not  the  book  here ; but  I will  send  you 
the  information  as  to  that. 

196.  Do  the  two  electoral  divisions  extend  pretty 
equally  in  all  directions  ? — They  extend  pretty  evenly. 

197.  Taking  the  centre  of  the  town  as  the  starting 
point — how  far  does  the  Electoral  Division  of  New 
Ross  extend  in  each  direction  ?— About  a mile  and  a 
half,  as  nearly  as  possible. 

198.  How  far  does  the  Rosbercon  Division  extend 

from  the  centre  of  the  town  in  each  direction  ? About 

the  same  distance.  It  is  nearly  a circle. 

199.  Would  you  consider  that  it  would  be  practic- 
able to  adopt  the  electoral  division  boundaries  of 
New  Ross  and  Rosbercon  as  the  municipal  boundaiy  ? 
— I think  there  would  be  nothing  fairer. 

200.  You  think  the  advantages  derived  from  the 

proximity  of  the  town  extend  so  far  as  those  bound- 
aries— you  would  not  think  tliey  would  go  to  far? I 

would  not  think  it  would  go  too  far;  I would  only 
object  on  the  Rosbercon  side. 

201.  You  think  it  would  go  too  far  on  that  side?— 
I do. 

202.  Do  you  think  those  advantages  extend  too  far 
on  the  Wexford  side  ? — I do  not. 

203.  Do  you  think  the  people  would  object  to  be 

included  within  the  municipal  district? — I dare  say 
they  would  object.  J 

204.  Do  you  think  those  advantages  cover  the  whole 

of  the  electoral  division  of  New  Ross  ? I do. 

205.  And  that  the  inhabitants  derive  exceptional 
advantages  from  their  proximity  to  the  town?— Yes 
I am  the  farthest  myself,  and  I think  that  therefore  T 


should  be  in  a position  to  speak  of  the  advantages  they 
derive. 

206.  You  don’t  think  it  would  be  unequitable  that 
they  would  be  included  ? — I don’t  think  so. 

207.  If  the  whole  of  the  electoral  division  of  New 
Ross  were  included,  would  it  be  necessary  to  bring  iu 
the  other  electoral  division? — Decidedly  not.  No. 

208.  Then,  on  the  other  side,  the  Electoral  Division 
would  extend  too  far — but  did  I not  understand  yon 
to  say  that  they  extended  pretty  equally? — Yes,  but  the 
people  have  not  the  same  advantages  as  those  on  the 
other  side.  The  people  in  this  case  are  very  poor,  and 
besides  the  ground  is  hilly  on  the  Rosbercon  side. 

209.  You  don’t  think  that  the  advantages  are  en- 
joyed to  the  same  extent,  then,  on  the  Kilkenny  side 
as  they  are  on  the  Wexford  side  ? — Yes. 

210.  At  the  Rosbercon  side  what  distance  would 
you  consider  it  equitable  that  the  boundary  should 
extend  ? — I think  about  half  a mile  would  be  quite 
enough. 

211.  You  think  no  extension  of  an  equal  character 
would  be  fair  for  the  people  on  the  Rosbercon  side? — 
Certainly  not. 

212.  The  people  living  on  that  side  are  a very  poor 
class  of  people? — Yes,  and  they  do  not  derive  the 
advantages  which  the  people  on  the  other  side  possess. 

213.  But  don’t  they  sell  their  products  ? — Most  de- 
cidedly ; they  sell  all  they  have  to  dispose  of. 

214.  And  therefore  don’t  they  derive  advantages 
from  the  proximity  of  the  town  ? — But  the  advantages 
they  derive  are  very  small. 

215.  You  don't  think  the  advantages  on  the  Kilkenny 
side  at  all  the  same  as  those  on  the  Wexford  side?—- 
That  is  my  opinion. 

216.  Do  you  concur  with  the  view  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  that,  os  far  as  possible,  poor  law 
and  municipal  boundaries  should  be  made  coterminous? 
■ — If  you  extend  the  boundary  at  all,  you  should  extend 
it  to  the  whole  electoral  division,  or  not  do  it  at  all. 

217.  On  the  Kilkenny  side  you  would  draw  a line 
about  half-a-mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town — in  fact 
you  would  adhere  to  the  existing  boundary  without 
making  any  alteration  at  all  ?— Yes. 

218.  Is  there  any  suggestion  you  would  make  as  to 
the  municipal  boundary? — I would  say  that  if  you 
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extend  the  boundaries  at  all  you  should  extend  it  to 
the  whole  division. 

219.  Have  the  Board  of  Guardians  considered  the 
question  ? — They  have  never  considered  it. 

1 220.  Do  you  consider  that  the  outsiders  would ‘be’ 
opposed  to  the  extension  of  the  boundary  ? — Of  course 
they  would  not  like  it,  but  I have  been  speaking  to  a 
good  many,  and  they  do  not  seem  to  care  whether  the 
extension  is  made  or  not. 


221.  Don  t you  think  that,  in  addition  to  bavin-  Its 
tuumcipal  rote,  they  mold  like  to  W tie  of 
tecommg  members  of  tie  Tom  Comniiion  l-I 
don  t think  they  would  cate  much  about  that.  Most 
of  them  would  Ike  to  have  a Parliament-  vote  in 
the  borough,  but  they  would  not  walk  across  the  street 
tor  the  municipal  vote. 


New  Ross. 


Mr.  Gifford 
Carr. 


Mr.  Patrick  ELei.lt,  examined. 


222.  You  are  a Town  Commissioner  ? — I am. 

223.  For  how  long? — About  fifteen  or  sixteen  years. 

224.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  when  the 
question  of  the  municipal  boundaries  was  considered  ? 
— I was. 

225.  And  yours  is  one  of  the  signatures  to  the  report 
that  has  already  been  referred  to  1 — Yes. 

226.  And  you  concur,  I presume,  in  the  views 
expressed  by  the  Chairman  and  Mr.  Pope  ! — I do. 

227.  You  have  not  been  able  to  give  the  subject  as 
much  consideration  as  you  would  like  ? — Not  as  much 
as  we  would  wish. 

228.  And  you  would  desire  to  consider  it  at  a future 
time? — Yes. 

229.  Speaking  generally,  does  it  appear  to  you  that 
the  present  boundary  is  too  limited? — Well,  yes,  I 
would  consider  that  the  present  boundary  is  too 
limited. 

230.  Don’t  you  consider  that  a great  many  of  the 
persons  occupying  houses  and  lands  outside  the  muni- 
cipal distinct,  as  at  present  constituted,  derive  a great 
many  advantages  from  the  proximity  of  the  town  ? — 
Certainly. 

231.  And  you  don't  think  it  wouldbeinequitable  that 
they  should  be  made  to  contribute  towards  the  town 
•expenditure  for  those  advantages? — Yes,  one-fourth 
at  least. 

232.  Do  you  think  that  one-fourth  would  be  a fair 
basis  ? — It  would  he,  in  my  opinion,  scarcely  enough 

233.  Supposing  there  was  a change  in  the  law,  would 
you  advocate  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  that  con- 
tribution?— Yes,  I think  it  should  be  about  half  for  half 
a mile  at  least. 

234.  How  far  would  you  consider  that  the  boundary 
should  be  extended  to  bring  in  the  lands  deriving 


exceptional  advantages,  would  you  consider  that  a 
mile  would  be  a fair  average  to"  extend  it  to  ?— Yes 
I would. 

2 35.  Mr.  Carr  thinks  that  the  whole  of  the  electoral 
division  derives  that  advantage.  Do  you  think  that 
the  electoral  division  of  New  Boss  might  be  fairly 
taken  into  the  municipal  boundary  ! — It  would  do  for 
a boundary  possibly,  but  we  never  contemplated  going 
so  far. 

236.  Do  you  think  the  advantages  arising  from  the 
proximity  of  the  town  are  really  enjoyed  over  the 
whole  of  the  electoral  division? — I do  not  think 
they  are. 

237.  You  think  that  the  electoral  division  would 
go  too  far? — Yes,  I think  so. 

238.  Wliat  radius  would  it  o’ccur  to  you  would  be 
a fair  one  ? — I think  about  a mile  would  he  sufficient. 

239.  Would  you  go  a mile  on  both  sides  of  the 
river,  or  would  you  take  less  on  one  side  than  the  other  ? 
— I would  take  a mile  all  round. 

240.  Did  you  ever  give  any  consideration  to  the 
question  of  seeking  feu-  a transfer  of  the  Grand  Jury 
control  over  the  roads,  bridges,  and  foot-paths  ! — It 
was  very  often  considered  in  this  body. 

241.  And  are  you  in  favour  of  seeking  that  trans- 
fer?—Iam. 

242.  Assuming  it  were  obtained,  would  you  consider 
that  arable  lands  included  within  the  district  should 
be  charged  the  full  rate  for  those  works,  or  that  they 
should  only  pay  a fourth  ? — I think  they  should  be 
charged  the  full  rate  for  county  work. 

243.  There  should  be  no  distinction  made  as  regards 
that? — No. 

244.  Is  there  anything  else  you  would  like  to  add 
to  your  evidence  ? — Nothing. 


Mr.  Patrick 
Kelly. 


Mr.  David  Morph?  examined. 


245.  You  are  a Town  Commissioner  ? — I am, 

246.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  when  the 
Commissioners  considered  the  question  of  the  muni- 
cipal boundaries  lately  ? — I was. 

247.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  existing  bound- 
ary is  too  limited,  or  do  yon  consider  that  it  is  large 
enough  ? — I am  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  larger. 

248.  It  has  been  given  to  us  in  evidence  that  the 

existing  radius  is  about  half  a statute  mile,  and  do 
you  consider  that  the  advantages  derivable  from  the 
proximity  of  the  town  extend  a good  deal  bevond  that? 
—I  do.  • 

249.  How  far  do  you  think  those  advantages  extend  ? 
—I  would  go  nearly  an  English  mile  from  the.  centre 
of  the  town. 

250.  You  think  that  taking  in  a statute  mile  would 
he  fair?— Yes. 

251.  You  are  aware  that  under  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act  arable  lands  within  the  municipal  district 
are  only  liable  to  be  rated  on  a quarter  of  the  valuation. 
Do  you  think  that  that  is  a fair  basis  ? — I think  not. 
I think  it  should  he  more. 


252.  How  much  more  would  you  say? — I think  it 
should  be  about  half. 

253.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  question  of  seek- 
ing a transfer  of  the  Grand  Jury  control  over  roads, 
bridges,  and  foot-paths  in  the  municipal  district  ? — I 
have  not  given  it  much  consideration  as  yet. 

254.  Have  you  formed  anv  opinion  on  the  subject  ? 
—Yes. 

255.  Do  you  consider  that  in  the  town  you  get 
a fair  value  and  a fair  return  for  the  amount  you 
pay  for  Grand  Jury  cess  ! — I do  not. 

256.  Do  you  think  you  pay  more  than  you  get 
value  for  ? — I do. 

257.  And  you  think  that  if  it  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  Town  Commissioners  you  would  do  the  work 
better  and  on  better  terms? — That  is  my  belief. 

258.  Assuming  that  you  were  to  get  control  over 
the  roads,  bridges,  foot-paths,  Ac.,  transferred  to 
you,  would  you  consider  that  the  arable  lands  should 
pay  for  Grand  Jury  purposes  on  the  full  amount  of  the 
valuation,  or  only  one-fourth  1 — I think  for  Grand  Jury 
purposes  they  should  pay  the  full  amount — -just  as 
they  do  now. 
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ATHY— FEBRUARY  13th,  1879. 
Before  Mr.  W.  P.  O’Brien. 


John  Glover. 


John  Gloveb  examined. 


1.  Tou  are  Clerk  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Athy  1 — Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  been  so  ? — About  four  years. 

3.  The  town  of  Athy  is  constituted  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act  of  18511 — Yes. 

4.  And  it  was  placed  under  the  Act  in  1856  1 — Yes. 

5.  It  had  previously  been  several  years  under  the 
9th  of  George  IY.  1 — I believe  so. 

6.  Have  you  a copy  of  the  boundaries  as  defined 
when  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  was  adopted? — 
Yes. 

[“  Commencing  on  the  north  at  the  river  Barrow  at  the 
boundary  between  the  townlands  of  Townparks  and  Car- 
dington  Demesne;  (1)  thence  southward  along  the  river 
Barrow  to  the  northern  boundary  of  James  Anthony’s 
holding  in  the  townland  of  Pandeenourstown ; (2)  thence 
north-east  along  said  boundary  to  the  Monasterevan -road ; 
(3)  thence  southward  along  said  road  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  townland  of  Ratbstewart;  (4)  thence  east- 
ward along  said  boundary  to  the  eastern  angle  of  the  town- 
land  of  Rathstewart;  (5)  thence  eastward,  southward,  and 
eastward,  along  the  boundary  between  the  holding  of  James 
Anthony,  on  the  townland  of  Tornard,  and  the  holdings  of 
Patrick  Cummins  and  John  Peppard  in  the  same  townland 
to  the  Carlow  Railway  ; (6)  thence  eastward  along  the  old 
road  between  the  holdings  of  Thomas  Peppard  and  John 
Peppard.  and  southward  along  the  boundary  between  John 
Peppard’ s holding  and  Patrick  Cummins’  field  to  the  stream, 
which  is  the  boundary  between  the  townlands  of  Tornard 
and  Prusselstown ; (7)  thence  southward  along  said  bound- 
ary stream,  and  along  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  townland 
of  Clonmullen  to  the  Kiidare-road ; (8)  and  along  the 
boundary  between  Townparks  and  Gallanshill  to  the  Dublin- 
road ; (9)  thence  westward  along  said  road  about  SO  yards, 
and  southward  along  the  eastern  boundary  of  Patrick 
Murphy’s  holding  to  a cross  fence,  about  330  yards  from 
the  Dublin  road;  "(10)  tbence  southward  across  Patrick 
Murphy’s  fields  in  a straight  line  to  the  east  end  of  his 
labourer’s  house  at  the  boundary  of  Chanterlands ; (11) 
thence  southward  by  Mander’s-lane,  through  Chanterlands 
to  the  boundary  of  Shanrath  West ; (12)  tbence  westward 
along  the  southern  boundary  of  Chanterlands,  across  the 
Carlow  Railway  to  an  old  by-road ; (13)  thence  southward 
along  said  road  about  170  yards;  (14)  thence  westward 
along  the  boundary  between  the  fields  of  Mark  Cross  and 
Andrew  Manders  in  the  townland  of  Greysland  to  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  townland  of  Coneyborrough  ; 
(15)  thence  westward  along  said  boundary  to  the  Carlow 
road;  (16)  thence  southward  along  said  road  about  200 
yards ; (17)  thence  westward  along  the  southern  boundary 
of  John  Lord’s  field  and  island,  crossing  the  canal  to  the 
river  Barrow ; (18)  thence  southward  along  said  river  to 
the  boundary  of  the  townland  of  Ballybought;  (19)  thence 
northward  and  westward  along  the  boundary  between  the 
townlands  of  Ballybought,  Bleach,  and  Ardee  to  the  Fortlane 
road ; (20)  thence  northward  along  said  road  to  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  townland  of  Blackparks;  (21)  thence 
westward  along  said  boundary  to  the  eastern  boundary  of 
Michael  Keating’s  holding  in  the  said  townland  ; (22)  thence 
northward  along  said  boundary  to  the  Kilkenny  road ; (23) 
thence  in  a north-east  direction  in  a straight  line  to  a point 
in  the  boundary  between  the  holdings  of  the  Rev.  Leo 
Cremmin  and  Patrick  Grace  in  the  townland  of  Woodstock 
South,  about  30  yards  north  of  the  Kilkenny  road ; (24) 
thence  northward  along  the  eastern  boundary  of  the'  Rev. 
Leo  Cremmin’s  holding  to  the  southern  boundary  of  John 
Meredyth’s  holding  ; (25)  thence  eastward  along  said 
boundary  about  8 yards,  and  northward  along  a continuous 
line  of  fences  through  tbe  holdings  of  John  Meredyth  and 
Patrick  Cummins,  and  across  Love-lane  through  Henry 
Hannory's  holding  to  the  road  between  tbe  townlands  of 
Woodstock  North  and  Woodstock  South;  (26)  thence  east- 
ward along  said  road  to. the  Grand  Canal;  (27)  thence 
northward  along  the  canal  to  the  northern  boundary  of 
Townparks  at  tbe  fever  hospital ; (28)  thence  eastward 
along  said  boundary  to  tbe  river  Barrow  at  the  point  first 
described.”] 

7.  What  is  the  area  of  the  present  municipal  district 
of  Athy? — 879  acres,  2 roods,  18  perches. 


8.  What  is  the  valuation  ? — £1,063  10s.  is  the  vat. 
of  the  land. 

9.  What  is  the  total  valuation  ? — £4,740  13s 

10.  In  the  return  from  the  Valuation  Office  it  is 
given  as  £5,390.  Was  there  any  reduction  made  in  the 
valuation  ; did  any  property  disappear  ?— There  was  a 
lot  of  old  houses  fell  down  and  new  ones  built. 

11.  Has  the  valuation  reduced  within  the  last 
couple  of  years  ? — I believe  it  has. 

12.  What  have  been  your  rates  ? — We  have  had  no 
rate  for  the  last  four  years. 

13.  £4,740  is  the  total  valuation.  You  are  clear  as 
to  that  ? — I am. 

14.  The  boundaries  of  the  municipal  district  are  at 
present  as  they  were  set  forth  in  the  notice  published 
at  the  time  the  Act  was  adopted  ? — Yes. 

15.  And  these  boundaries  were  adopted  without 
alteration  ? — Yes,  sir. 

16.  How  many  townlands  or  parts  of  townlands 
are  comprehended  within  the  municipal  district?— I 
would  not  distinguish  which  are  wholly  within  it  and 
which  partly  only. 

17.  How  many  townlands  altogether  are  there 
included  within  the  municipal  boundary  ? — Nineteen. 

18.  There  are  nineteen  townlands  either  wholly  or 
in  part  within  the  municipal  district? — Yes,  wholly 
or  partly. 

19.  flow  many  are  within  the  municipal  district 
wholly,  and  how  many  in  part  within  it?— I don’t 
know. 

20.  In  what  electoral  division  are  these  nineteen 
townlands  situated? — In  the  electoral  division  of 
Athy. 

21.  What  is  taken  as  the  centre  of  the  town  of 
Athy  ? — The  market  square  is  the  centre. 

22.  How  far  does  the  municipal  district  extend  in 
each  direction,  taking  the  market  square  as  the  centre 
of  the  town  ?— I think  about  half  a mile  in  each  direc- 
tion. 

23.  Does  the  municipal  district  extend  pretty  equally 
in  each  direction  from  the  centre  of  the  town?— -I  think 
it  does. 

24.  And  you  take  the  extent  of  the  municipal  area, 
to  he  about  half  a mile  in  each  direction  1— I think 
about  a half  a mile. 

25.  When  you  say  in  each  direction,  you  mean 
east  and  west,  but  not  north  and  south  ? — I think  t 
extends  in  each  direction  about  half  a mile,  as  far  as  I 
am  able  to  judge. 

26.  Does  the  municipal  boundary  include  much 
arable  lands  that  are  rated  at  only  one-fourth  ? — The 
value  of  the  land  inside  the  municipal  area  is  £1,063. 

27.  That  is  taking  the  land  as  valued  at  one-fourth  ! 
— Yes,  sir,  at  one-fourth  the  valuation. 

28.  Has.the  Act  been  adopted  in  Atby  for  all  pur- 
poses, or  for  limited  purposes  only  ? — All  purposes. 

29.  Including  the  supply  of  water  ? — That  was  taken 
from  us,  owing  to  our  not  having  a large  enough  popu- 
lation. 

30.  You  are  not  the  sanitary  authority  now? — No ; 
because  our  population  is  only  about  4,700. 

31.  And  you  are  merged  in  the  Board  of  Guardians 
as  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  the  district  ? — Ye3. 

32.  Do  you  know  have  the  town  Commissioners  of 
Athy  had  under  consideration  the  question  whether 
it  would  be  desirable  to  extend,  limit,  or  otherwise 
alter  the  existing  boundaries  of  tbe  township  ? — They 
had  the  matter  under  consideration,  but  I can’t  speak 
of  that ; the  Chairman  can. 

33.  The  Chairman  will  be  able  to  explain  that 
matter  better  than  you  can  ? — Yes,  sir. 
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34.  But  they  had  the  question  under  consideration  ? 
—Yes. 

34.  And  was  the  matter  discussed  at  a meeting  of 
the  Commissioners  specially  convened  for  that  pur- 
pose 1— Yes. 

35.  When  was  that  meeting  held? — It  was  held 
last  Monday. 

36.  How  many  Commissioners  were  present? — I 
don’t  know,  I was  not  present  and  I can’t  say. 

37.  How  many  members  constitute  the  board  ? 

Five  members  from  a quorum. 

38.  And  how  many  Commissioners  are  there  on  the 
board  altogether  ? — There  are  fifteen  members. 

39.  There  were  no  answers  returned  to  our  queries 
by  the  Commissioners  ? — No. 

40.  Why  were  the  questions  not  answered ; was 
there  any  special  reasons  for  not  answering  ? — At  the 
meetings  when  the  matter  was  brought  before  them, 


the  Commissioners  said  they  did  not  care  to  have  anv 
alteration  in  the  boundaries. 

41.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  tliat  there  is  a 
provision  in  the  Public  Health  Act  of  last  session 
enablmg  the  Town  Commissioners  of  any  town  toapnlv 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  a provisional 
order  to  transfer  the  Sanitary  jurisdiction  from  the 
Board  of  Guardians  to  themselves  1 — I believe  the 
Commissioners  are  aware  of  that  provision  of  the  Act 
to  which  you  refer. 

f--  Have  they  had  under  consideration  the  feasi- 
bility of  availing  themselves  of  that  provision  1 To 

the  best  of  my  knowledge  they  have. 

43.  What  was  the  result  of  their  consideration?— 
They  did  not  care  to  have  it. 

44.  They  did  not  care  to  take  any  action  upon  it  ? 
—No. 


J-a  is.  w;s. 
Jj'in  Glover 


Mr.  Edward  Lord  examined. 


45.  You  are  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners 
of  Athy?— Yes. 

46.  Have  you  been  long  a member  of  the  municipal 
body  ? — Three  years. 

47.  Have  you  been  chairman  all  that  time? — No; 
this  is  my  second  year  as  chairman. 

48.  Did  you  preside  at  the  special  meeting  held  to 
consider  the  question? — Yes,  having  heard  that  you 
would  be  here,  I convened  a special  meeting  to  con- 
sider the  question  on  Monday  last. 

49.  How  many  of  the  Commissioners  were  present 
at  that  meeting? — I think  seven  or  eight  Com- 
missioners. 

50.  Were  they  unanimous  in  the  view  they  took  of 
the  matter? — No;  having  informed  them  what  the 
meeting  was  for,  a brother  commissioner,  Mr.  Lawler, 
who  is  very  much  interested  in  the  town  because  he 
has  property  in  it,  urged  on  the  meeting  strongly  the 
necessity  and  the  great  advantage  of  extending  the 
area ; that  their  taxes  would  be  more  equally  divided. 
It  is  true  we  have  had  no  rate  struck  for  several  years, 
but  in  the  event  of  having  to  strike  a rate  it  would  be 
very  hard  on  the  town  particularly,  as  the  town  is 
improving,  and  the  area  is  very  small  considering  the 
extent  of  the  town  itself.  If  you  look  at  the  map  you 


will  find  that  the  boundary  only  goes  round  the  town 
itself,  and  doesn’t  go  outside  it,  so  as  to  bring  in  those 
who  live  around  it. 

51.  There  is  only  a very  small  portion  of  rural 
territory  included  within  the  municipal  boundary  ? — 
Very  little,  and  Mr.  Lawler  urged  these  things,  and 
on  the  other  side  it  was  equally  urged  by  a gentleman 
who  has  a large  interest  in  the  town,  and  property  in 
it : that  is  Mr.  Duncan.  He  was  against  extension  of 
the  boundary,  and  he  put  forward  what  was  the  ad- 
vantage to  be  gained  by  the  change.  Resolutions  were 
about  to  be  proposed  and  seconded,  and  I suggested, 
as  chairman,  that  each  party  interested  who  wished  to 
give  their  views  should  attend  here  to-day  and  give 
their  views  to  you,  instead  of  passing  any  resolution, 
as  the  Board  was  not  unanimous,  and  they  adopted 
the  suggestion  of  the  chairman,  and  hence  we  are  here 
now  to  give  all  the  information  we  can. 

52.  Are  there  any  sources  of  income  possessed  by 
the  municipal  body  of  Athy  besides  rates  ? — Yes ; we 
have  our  court,  presided  over  by  Mr.  Lawler. 

53.  What  does  that  produce? — It  varies  very 
much,  but  the  Town  Clerk  could  tell  the  amounts 
exactly. 


Mr.  Edward 
Lord. 


John  Glover,  Town  Clerk,  recalled. 


54.  Would  you  have  the  kindness  to  tell  me  what 
are  the  sources  of  income  of  the  Town  Commissioners 
of  Athy? — I have  them  here.  They  are  tolls  at 
public  cranes  for  the  past  year  ending  1st  May,  1878, 
-£132  17s.  Dogs  licence  duty,  £13  2s.  Id.  Fines  in 
Town  Commissioner’s  Court,  £41  9s.  8 d.  Petty 
Sessions  Court,  £18  9s.  Manure  sold,  £29  15s.  In- 
terest for  treasury,  8s.  5 cl.  County  presentment  to- 
wards repairs  flagging  and  crossings,  £20. 

55.  Had  you  no  rate  ? — No. 

56.  How  long  is  it  since  you  had  a rate?— Four 
years. 

57.  Then  these  sources  come  to  how  much? — £352 
Is.  2 d. 

58.  What  was  your  expenditure  for  the  year  ? — 
Salaries  of  officers — town  clei’k,  inspector,  weigli- 
master,  £82  10s. 

59.  How  is  the  lighting  provided  : is  it  by  contract 
with  the  gas  company  ? — Yes,  by  contract  with  the 
company,  £59  13s.  7 d.  Then  there  is  lamplighters’ 
wages,  £6,  repairs  of  lamps,  £3  19s.  3d.,  repairs  of 


ouncel  and  fire  engine,  5s.,  footpaths,  £20  9s.  5 d. 
We  get  a presentment  of  £20  from  the  county  towards 
that,  and  that  is  consumed.  Watering  the  streets, 
£46  17s.;  new  water-cart,  £17  11s.  fid.  ; printing 
and  advertising,  £17  12s.  lOd. ; men  employed  at  fairs, 
£4  10s.  That  is  to  each  quarter  of  the  town  we  keep 
a man  to  see  after  the  fairs. 

60.  How  often  have  you  fairs?— Once  a month. 

61.  How  often  have  you  markets  ? — Once  a week. 
Then  there  are  expenses  for  removing  a wall  in  Meet- 
ing-lane to  widen  the  street  or  passage,  £9,  scavenging, 
boundary  railings,  incidental  ex^nses,  i'c.,  making  a 
total  of  £283  9s.  3d.,  and  leaving  a balance  of  £66 
1 Is.  lOd.  in  the  treasurer’s  hands. 

62.  Then  the  sources  you  have  described  have  for 
the  last  four  years  provided  quite  a sufficient  sum  to 
meet  your  expenses,  and  to  leave  a balance,  and  you 
have  had  no  rate  ? — Yes. 

63  What  was  the  amount  of  the  rate  struck  before 
that  time  ?— Six  pence  on  buildings  and  three  halfpence 
in  the  £ on  land. 


Y 
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MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


Peb.  13,  1879. 
Edward  Lord. 


Edward  Lord,  Chairman,  Township  Commissioners,  recalled. 


54.  You  have  mentioned  that  the  Commissioners 
are  not  all  of  one  view  on  this  question  of  extension. 
What  is  your  own  view  regarding  it  3 — My  own  view 
is  certainly  in  favour  of  extension. 

55.  The  existing  radius  has  been,  described  as  half 
a statute  mile,  and  I understand  that  that  doesn’t 
comprehend  much  arable  land  2 — It  is  simply  the 
town  boundary. 

56.  You  know  this  town  very  well  2 — I belong  to 
it. 

57.  Taking  a radius  of  a statute  mile  from  the 
centre  of  the  town,  would  you  say  that  between  the 
present  boundary  of  half  a mile  and  the  proposed 
boundary  of  one  mile  there  arc  many  lands  and  occu- 
pied houses  the  owners  of  which  derive,  in  your 
opinion,  substantial  advantage  by  reason  of  their 
proximity  to  the  town,  as  a place  of  resort,  and  as  a 
market  where  they  can  buy  and  sell  with  facility  2 — 
If  you  say  a mile  and  a half,  I would  say  there  are. 

58.  Then,  if  you  take  a radius  of  a mile  and  a-half 
from  the  centre  of  the  town,  you  say  there  are  between 
the  existing  boundary  and  that  proposed  extension, 
lands  and  occupied  houses  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
which  derive  substantial  benefit  from  their  proximity 
to  the  town  2 — Yes. 

59.  What  are  the  advantages  you  think  these 
people  in  that  position  derive  by  reason  of  their 
proximity  to  the  town  2 — Well,  as  an  instance  of  the 
advantages  they  derive  there  is  Mr.  Duncan,  whom  I 
see  here,  he  has  a very  handsome  house  very  little 
outside  the  town,  a mile  radius  would  certainly  bring 
that  in.  If  any  one  could  derive  more  advantage  than 
another  it  is  Mr.  Duncan,  for  he  has  his  house  in  the 
country  and  his  splendid  business  in  the  town,  and  he 
has  all  the  advantage  of  coming  into  a clean  town, 
where  we  occupy  our  time  in  cleansing  and  keeping 
the  streets  which  he  uses.  Mr.  Bulwer  has  a very 
handsome  place  also  about  a mile  outside  the  town. 
I am  afraid  a mile  would  not  bring  him  in,  but  a mile 
and  a half  would.  Mr.  Lefroy  would  be  brought  in 
by  a mile,  or  a little  over  it. 

60.  Besides  the  gentlemen  you  have  mentioned 
there  are  a great  many  farmers  and  occupiers  of  land 
who  derive  advantage  by  having  a market  so  close, 
where  they  can  dispose  of  their  produce,  and  buy  any- 
thing they  want'2— Just  immediately  outside  there  is 
Mr.  Byrne,  who  has  a large  business  in  the  town,  he 
lives  immediately  outside  the  town;  a mile  radius 
would  take  him  in. 

61.  Are  there  many  residents  in  the  town  who  have 
accommodation  lands  outside  the  boundary! — Yes, 
there  is  a good  deal  of  accommodation  land ; I am  one 
of  the  holders  myself. 

62.  Within  what  radius  would  these  be  included  2 — 
About  a mile. 

63.  This  is  a very  good  market  town! — No  better. 

64.  You  have  a weekly  market! — Yes. 

65.  And  that,  I suppose,  is  a market  for  all  sorts 
of  produce! — Yes. 

66.  I presume  the  persons  living  within  a radius  of 
a mile  and  a half  find,  advantage  in  the  existence  of 
that  market — they  obtain  better  prices  and  find  a 
ready  sale  2 — Yes. 

67.  What  description  of  produce  do  they  dispose 
of  chiefly! — Com,  principally;  they  sell  butter,  and 
milk,  and  eggs,  and  poultry,  and  we  are  going  to  sup- 
ply Dublin  by-and-bye. 

68.  Do  the  children  within  that  radius  resort  to  the 
town  for  school  purposes  2 — Yes. 

69.  Are  the  schools  availed  of  to  a large  degree! 

To  a very  large  degree,  for  we  have  very  large  schools 
in  the  town ; we  have  the  Model  School  and  the 
Christian  Brothers’  School. 

70.  And  the  persons  resorting  to  the  town  have  the 
advantage  of  having  the  town  lighted  and  kept  clean, 
and  the  use  of  footpaths,  <fcc.  2 — Yes,  and  as  they  have 
the  advantages  we  should  have  the  radius  increased 
to  a mile  and  a half. 


71.  How  many  are  now  qualified  to  vote  in  the 

election  of  Commissioners,  and  how  many  would  be 
qualified  in  the  extra  district,  which  it  is  proposed  to 
bring  in! — We  never  have  such  a thing  as  voting 
here.  ° 

72.  You  are  not  the  sanitary  authority,  and  you 

have  no  control  over  the  roads  and  bridges! We 

have  nothing  of  that  kind. 

73.  You  are  aware  that  up  to  1874  the  Town 
Commissioners  were  the  sanitary  authority,  and  that 
by  the  Act  then  passed  all  towns  with  populations 
under  6,000  became  merged  in  the  Board  of  Guardians 
as  the  saintary  authority  2 — Yes. 

74.  You  are  aware,  also,  that  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  last  year  a modification  has  been  made 
in  the  law,  and  that  while  the  general  law  remains 
the  same  as  in  1874  there  is  a power  given  under  the 
7 th  Section  of  the  Act  whereby  on  the  petition  of  the 
Township  Commissioners,  the  Local  Government  Board 
can.  by  provisional  order,  constitute  them  the  sanitary 
authority  2 — Yes. 

75.  Are  the  Commissioners  generally  aware  of  that 
provision  in  the  Act  2 — They  are. 

76.  Have  they  ever  taken  into  consideration  the 
expediency  of  availing  themselves  of  it  2 — The  matter 
has  frequently  come  before  the  Boat’d  by  way  of 
desultory  discussion,  about  having  the  control  of  the 
sanitary  matters  especially,  and  many  said  they  could 
do  them  much  better  because  they  live  in  the  town, 
and  because  we  know  much  better  than  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians,  who  live  at  a distance  of  five  or  six  miles 
away.  I think  they  would  be  unanimous  in  getting 
back  the  power  but  for  one  reason,  and  that  is,  that 
the  rate  would  not  come  upon  the  landlord. 

77.  That  is,  that  half  would  not  he  put  upon  the 
landlord,  that  the  onus  would  he  on  yon  2 — Yes. 

78.  You  are  aware  that  upon  the  lands  it  would 
only  fall  in  the  proportion  of  one-fourth  2 — Yes. 

79.  Assuming  that  the  rural  district  was  brought 
in,  would  that  one-fourth  fairly  represent  the  pro- 
portion they  should  pay  2 — I think  so. 

80.  You  thiuk  the  fact  of  the  rate  falling  entirely 
on  the  occupiers  would  influence  them  in  wishing  for 
the  change! — Yes. 

81.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware,  that  amongst 
the  other  points  with  which  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee has  dealt  is  that  question  of  the  division  of  the 
rate  2 — Yes. 

82.  Perhaps  you  are  not  aware  of  the  recom- 
mendation they  have  made  2 — No. 

83.  This  is  the  recommendation  (Reads  paragraph 
from  Report).  You  were  not  aware  of  that  2 — No. 

S4.  If  that  division  of  the  rate  between  the  owner 
and  the  occupier  were  made  part  of  the  law  would  it 
alter  the  view  of  the  Commissioners  regarding  the 
expediency  of  getting  a change  2 — That  is  jny  impres- 
sion. I think  it  would  be  more  popular-  with  the 
people ; here,  at  least,  we  are  always  pulling  so  well 
together,  that  the  people  would  like  the  Commissioners 
to  have  the  powei\ 

85.  You  think  that  a body  representing  the  town 
interests  merely  would  he  better  able  to  deal  wife 
questions  affecting  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  fee 
town,  than  a body  of  gentlemen  coming  from  a far 
distance  2 — No  question  about  it ; they  are  the  more 
competent  parties  to  do  it. 

86.  They  have,  you  think,  more  interest  in  it,  and 
would  look  after  it  better! — They  have;  because  they 
are  owners  of  property  that  would  be  affected. 

87.  You  think  the  impediment  which  presents  itself 
would  be  entirely  obviated  if  the  law  was  altered  in 
that  respect! — Yes. 

88.  You  are  aware  that  under  the  Poor  Law  fee 
landlord  pays  half,  and  in  the  town  the  occupier  pays 
the  entire  2— -Yes. 

89.  Assuming  that  change  to  be  made,  are  you 
aware  that  under  the  same  Act  there  is  a further 
power  now  to  obtain  a transfer  also  of  the  functions 
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(zeroised  at  present  by  the  Grand  J ury  over  the  roads 
and  bridges  within  the  municipal  district  ? — They  arc 
a-.vare  of  that. 

00.  That  the  sanitary  authority  may  obtain,  by 
provisional  order,  a transfer  of  the  control  over  the 
roads  and  bridges ? — Yes  j that  was  one  view  Mr. 
Lan  ier  put.  He  mentioned  the  fact  of  having  con- 
trol over  the  roads  and  bridges. 

91.  Do  you  think  that  if  you  were  made  the  sani- 
tary authority  you  would  be  in  favour  of  having  a 
transfer  of  the  jurisdiction  in  respect  to  roads  and 
bridges? — My  own  opinion  is  strongly  in  favour  of 
it,  because  local  people  have  more  interest  in  these 
matters  than  people  who  live  miles  off. 

92.  Under  the  62nd  section  of  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act  arable  lands  are  now  rated  at  one-fourth  of 
the  valuation  ? — Yes. 

93.  At  present,  any  expenditure  incurred  by  the 
Grand  J ury  on  these  works  is  charged  equally  on  all 
descriptions  of  property.  Assuming  that  the  transfer 
was  to  be  made,  is  it  your  opinion  that  arable  lands 
iucluded  within  the  town  should  be  charged  on  the 
one-fourth  scale,  or  on  the  full  scale  as  at  present  ? 
What  would  be  your  view  of  the  equity  ? Don't  you 
think  that  the  owners  of  the  lands  should  pay  the  full 
amount  as  at  present? — Yes ; as  far  as  roads  and 
bridges  are  concerned ; but  as  regards  anything  in  the 
town,  they  should  not  pay  the  full  amount.  As. fai- 
ns roads  and  bridges,  they  should  pay  the  full  rate. 

94.  I wish  to  ascertain  whether  you  make  a dis- 
tinction between  the  classes  of  work  which  the  legis- 
lature has  already  laid  down  they  are  to  pay  one- 
fourth  for ; or  whether,  in  the  event  of  the  transfer 
of  authority,  you  would  continue  to  charge  them  at 
the  full  amount  ? — I would  have  them  pay  the  full 
amount  so  far  as  the  roads  and  bridges  are  concerned. 

95.  I understood  you  to  say  that  one-fourth,  as 
regards  the  class  of  expenditure  for  which  a different 
charge  should  be  made,  is  a fair  charge? — Yes. 

96.  As  regards  lands  lying  -within  a mile  and  a 
half,  do  you  apprehend  that  the  persons  interested 
there  would  object  to  be  introduced,  or  would  they  be 
glad  of  it? — I have  had  no  conversation  with  them. 

97.  Do  you  think  they  would  be  anxious  to  have  a 
share  in  the  municipal  government  of  the  town,  being 
entitled  to  vote  at  the  elections,  and  qualified  to  be- 
come commissioners  ? — I think  they  would. 

98.  Do  you  think  yourself  it  would  have  a healthy 
effect  on  the  administration  of  affairs  in  the  town  to 
have  this  new  area  introduced  into  it? — Yes.  But 
for  people  like  me,  who  have  already  to  pay  in  the 
town,  and  who  would  then  have  to  pay  on  the  land 
outside,  it  would  be  heavier. 

99.  But  if  people  outside  having  different  tastes 
and  interests  were  brought  in,  and  mixed  with  the 
town  people,  would  it  not  have  a good  effect  in  the 
administration  of  town  affairs  1—  Yes ; if  it  was  only 
to  get  their  suggestions. 

100.  Mr.  Bidwer. — I want  to  ask  Mr.  Lord  why 
does  he  make  a distinction  between  the  taxation  for 
roads  and  bridges  and  other  taxation  ? — Because  the 
roads  and  bridges  are  outside  the  town. 

101.  Assuming  that  there  was  an  extension  of  the 
boundary,  why  should  the  taxation  for  roads  and 
bridges  be  put  on  a different  footing  from  the  taxation 
for  other  purposes  ? — Because  the  people  in  the  town 
have  more  or  less  more  advantages  from  works  done 
m the  town  than  people  living  a mile  and  a half  out. 

102.  You  don’t  apprehend  the  meaning  of  my  ques- 
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tioi  Mr  O’Brien  says  one-fonrth  w.juIJ  be  cinreed 
on  the  land  that  would  be  brought  in : and  whv  should 
you  make  a distinction  between  the  charges  fur  roads 
and  bridges,  and  charge  on  the  full  amount  all  lauds 
outside  instead  of  one-fourth  the-  valuation  of  the 
lauds  brought  within  the  increased  municipal  bound- 
ary? How  would  you  draw  the  distinction  between 
paving  and  sewerage  i— The  people  outside  use  mure  of 
the  roads. 

103.  Mr.  O’Brien. — This  Is  a question  on  which  a 
good  deal  of  difference  of  opinion  exists:  and  even 
where  the  thing  lias  been  accomplished  alreadv  by 
local  Acts  the  practice  is  not  uniform.  In  some  towns 
they  are  charging  one-fourth,  and  in  others  the  full 
amount.  They  charge  the  full  amount  in  some  places 
because  it  is  merely  a substitution,  they  say,  for  the 
amount  they  pay  at  present ; and  in  the  other  because 
it  is  merely  a contribution  by  those  who  don’t  derive 
all  the  advantages,  but  derive  certain  advantages, 
which  are  met  by  the  one-fourth  taxation.  These  are 
the  grounds  put  forward,  generally  speaking. 

104.  Mr.  Bulwer. — I confess  I don't  sec  the  force 
of  it. 

105.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Do  you  contemplate,  if  you 
got  that  area  of  a mile  and  a half,  extending  the  liene- 
fits  of  lighting  and  watering  to  the  increased  district  i 
— I don’t  see  any  necessity  for  it. 

106.  How  does  Athy  stand  as  regards  water 
supply  ? — We  have  too  much  water. 

107.  Are  the  houses  supplied  by  pumps  or  pipes? — 
We  have  an  excellent  supply,  aud  within  a few  yards 
of  where  you  are  now  we  have  a great  piece  of  en- 
gineering work  carried  on  by  the  Duke  of  Leinster, 
the  water  is  brought  up  300  or  400  yards  from  a well, 
to  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  there  is  plenty  of  water. 

108.  Then  you  won’t  require  any  more  outlay  for 
water  purposes?— No. 

109.  How  do  you  stand  as  to  sewerage  ? — I think 
that  subject  is  so  very  difficult 

110.  Is  there  a want  of  some  scheme  at  present ; is 
it  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition  ?-r-I  think  not,  it 
requires  to  be  constantly  looked  after. 

111.  Is  there  a want  of  main  drainage  ? — There  are 
veiy  large  drains,  whether  they  want  to  be  flushed  or 
not  I can’t  say. 

112.  Are  they  the  old  sewers? — Yes. 

113.  Not  pipe  sewers? — No. 

114.  The  sanitary  state  of  this  town  has  not  been 
satisfactory  of  late ; have  you  been  able  to  trace  any- 
thing to  the  sewerage  of  the  town  ? — We  have,  from 
one  epidemic  to  another. 

115.  Do  you  consider  an  outlay  for  sewerage  pur- 
poses would  be  a necessity  ? — I think  it  would  be  very 
well  expended  money. 

116.  If  you  were  to  put  this  town  into  a proper 
condition  as  to  sewerage,  woidd  it  involve  a con- 
siderable sum  ? — No  doubt  of  it 

117.  Would  that  expenditure  confer  advantages  nor 
only  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  but  on  the  people 
in  the  neighbourhood,  by  making  it  a more  healthy 
resort? — By  all  means. 

118.  And  yon  think,  therefore,  that  they  should  m 
some  way  contribute  to  the  expense? — This  is  my 

119.  Have  the  Board  of  Guardians  been  restrained 
from  undertaking  any  works  of  the  kind  by  reason  of 
the  taxation  it  would  involve  ? — I don’t  know. 

120.  Is  there  anything  else  you  would  like  to  Buggest 
bearing  on  the  subject  of  the  inquiry  ? — No. 


Athy. 

Fe b.  IS,  187:1 
EJirard  Lord 


Alexander  Duncan  examined. 


121.  You  are  amember  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? 
— Yes. 

122.  Have  you  been  long  so  ? — Over  thirty  years. 

123.  Do  you  reside  within  the  municipal  district? 
— No. 

124.  You  have  business  premises  in  the  town? — 
Yes. 


125.  Where  does  your  residence  lie  from  the  centre 
of  the  town?— About  an  Irish  mile ; about  a statute 
mile  and  a quarter. 

126.  Then  yon  would  not  be  brought  in  anless 
there  was  a radius  of  a mile  and  a half?— I think 

n°127.  Are  yon  in  favour  of  having  the  ^existing 


Alexander 

Duncra. 
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Atht.  municipal  district  extended  or  not? — Apart  from  any 
Feb.  13, 1879.  personal  interest  tliat  might  be  involved  by  my 
Alexander  residence,  I am  not  in  favour  of  extending  the  area  of 
Duncan.  taxation  at  present,  unless  we  get  duties  added,  for 
our  present  duties  are  very  limited,  we  have  only 
lighting  and  scavenging  practically  to  do,  and  these  can 
be  done  as  you  have  seen,  almost  without  levying  taxes 
at  all ; therefore  for  the  purposes  of  taxation  there  is  no 
need  of  extension,  but  if  we  get  what  1,  as  a depu- 
tation from  this  board,  waited  on  Sir  Michael  Beach 
and  other  Members  of  Parliamemt  in  London  for  the 
purpose  of  getting,  namely,  the  sanitary  authority, 
then  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  the  area  of  taxation 
extended,  for  it  would  be  both  desirable  and  fair ; on 
the  grounds  of  equity,  I admit  it  would  be  wrong 
under  our  present  taxation,  and  with  our  present  duties 
to  extend  the  area,  for  we  have  nothing  to  give  those 
outside,  they  don’t  want  our  light,  we  their  roads  or 
grounds,  and  some  of  the  men  living  outside  must 
already  be  paying  heavy  taxation  in  the  town,  for 
instance,  Mr.  Byrue  is  already  paying  heavily  in  the 
town,  and  to  tax  them  in  the  town  and  then  to  tax 
them  outside,  it  would  be  double  taxation,  that  would 
be  the  case  with  at  least  several  people  who  live  out 
of  the  town.  If  we  became  the  sanitary  body,  and  if  we 
undertook  the  care  of  the  roads  and  bridges,  which  are 
things  we  had  earnestly  discussed  in  former  years,  but 
which  we  could  not  see  our  way  to  undertaking,  as 
we  could  not  discharge  the  duties  as  economically  as 
the  Grand  J ury.  then  I say,  by  all  means,  when  we 
undertake  the  roads  and  bridges,  and  become  the 
sanitary  authority,  extend  the  area,  with  our  present 
duty  it  would  seem  to  be  a most  foolisli  thing  to 
extend  the  area  of  taxation. 


12S.  As  to  the  sanitary  jurisdiction,  is  your  opinion 
in  favour  of  having  the  sanitary  jurisdiction  t ransferred 
to  the  Commissioners,  or  are  you  adverse  to  such  a 
change  ?— -That  was  a change  which  I waited  on  Sir 
Michael  Beach,  with  representatives  from  other  towns, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  accomplished,  provided  a 
little  portion  of  the  taxation  was  allowed  us,  but 
otherwise  it  would  not  be  at  all  practicable  or  desirable 
to  undertake  the  sanitary  business. 

129.  You  have  heard  that  Sir  Micheal  Beach’s  Com- 
mittee appear  to  have  adopted  the  same  view  as  you 
nave  adopted,  and  liaVe  recommended  that  where 
practicabie  there  should  be  one  body  for  the  discharge 
of  the  several  duties  ? — Yes.  ° 

130  If  that  difficulty  ivxs  got  over,  anil  the  muni- 
cipal tamtam  ivas  divided  between  the  occupier  and 
the  owners,  would  you  be  in  femur  „f  transferring 

the  salutary  jurisdiction  to  the  town  body  1 Decidedly 

>31'  Y°“  ie  a duty  you  wouldbo 

S £ S"**”  qualified  to  discharge 

it  than  the  Board  of  Guardians  ?-Yes;  f should  sfy 
SO.  In  the  past  when  we  we™  the  Sanitary  Authority 
we  got  exceedingly  yalnable  and  liberal  he'lp  from  the 
.Jl?T  ”*  at  '“ISe.  portion  of  the  work 

bat  was  done  under  our  directions  and  allspices,  in  the 
way  of  man.  sewem.  We  got  considered  hdpfafm 
the  county,  m fact,  the  work  though  done  by  us  was 
done  through  county  means.  We  had  not  the  re 
tairces  ourselves  If,  however,  we  could  diw  £. 
wider  area,  I believe  we  could  do  the  work  as  ream 

ab  y and  more  ekilfnny  than  the  Board  of  Gu«?Z°‘ 

I3?'  ^suutag  that  you  got  the  sanitary  jurisdiction 
and  that  your  bound.iy  was  extended,  to  what  rS 
' 3 you  consider  it  equitable  to  extend  Itt— If  we 
undertook  the  roads  and  bridges  as  well  ? 

133.  Do  I understand  you  to  advocate,  that  if  von 
became  the  Sanitary  Authority  y„,.  ahm.ld  seek  l 
transfer  of  the  other  authority  l_Yes  ■ I think  ■ , 

:^f ’ttrrt'  “twitt  * 

a naif  that  we  could  get  on  well  fnr 

things  connected  with  the  roads  id  bridges  St  3 

tt1 Act' 7 Camed  s.ctionsof 


134.  You  consider  a mile  and  a half  a reason*.™ 
radius  n,  the  event  of  your  being  eonstit.Sd  Si 


Sanitary  Authority,  and  getting  control  over  the  „„  , 
and  bridges  ? — Yes ; I think  so.  “e  oads 

135.  And  you  think  that  fairly  represents  the  extent 

to  which  lands,  and  the  occupiers  offend  adjacent 
t ho  town  may  be  said  to  fairly  derive  advanti 4“  ° 
their  proximity  to  the  town  t_Of  course  there  are!? 
vantages  derived  by  persons  beyond  that,  but  that  i, 
wide  a district  ns  we  should  undertake  s 

136.  Are  you  clearly  of  opinion  ti, at  persons  witfe, 
a mile  and  a half  do  derive  advantages  from  hariae, 
market  so  close  to  them,  and  that  they  would  be  rnH 
to  take  a share  in  the  town  work  ?— Of  course  1 belilv 
they  derive  advantages,  but  I don’t  think  there  is  on! 
person  outside  the  present  boundary  who  cares  on! 
jot  to  interfere  with  our  business,  or  who  would  take 
the  trouble  of  becoming  a Commissioner. 

137.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  area  was  extended  a 
mile  and  a half,  the  persons  brought  in  would  be  glad 
to  have  participated  in  the  municipal  government Y- 
Assuming  the  other  works  to  be  added  ? 


13S.  Assuming  you  had  got  all  the  authority,  don't 
you  thiuk  there  would  be  ambition  on  the  part  of 
those  outside,  to  come  in  and  take  a share  in  the 
management? — I believe  there  would  be  not  only  from 
public  interests,  but  from  sinister  aims  and  interests 
for  it  would  be  their  interest  to  have  persons  sent  in 
here,  and  many  persons  seeking  their  own  personal 
ends  would  accomplish  that,  and  the  only  question  is 
whether  we  would  have  strength  .and  power  as  a Board 
to  resist  the  personal  interest  used  in  order  to  get  jobs 
under  our  direction.  I believe,  the  Grand  Jury  has 
done  its  duty  exceedingly  well  ns  far  as  I know  of  it. 
At  present  all  the  men  who  form  it  are  placed  far 
beyond  the  influence  which  we  as  a Board  would  be 
subject  to,  and  that  they  would  be  able  to  resist  personal 
influences.  It  is  on  that  ground,  I believe,  the  persons 
within  a mile  and  a half  would  be  very  anxious  to 
come  in  to  join  our  board. 

1 39.  Assuming  that  the  arrangements  were  carried 
out,  and  that  you  had  the  sanitary  jurisdiction,  and 
the  control  over  the  roads  and  bridges,  which  do  you 
contemplate  thatthe  arablelnnds  as  regardsthe  expendi- 
ture of  the  works  transferred  from  the  Grand  Jury 
should  pay  the  full  amount  or  one-fourth  1—  If  we  got 
control  of  the  roads  and  bridges  they  should  pay  the 
full  amount. 


140.  If  you  had  that  control  you  think  they  should 
pay  the  full  amount? — Yes  j may  I ask  a question? 
This  inquiry  doesn’t  bind  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
to  a present  alteration. 

141.  This  is  only  oue  element  in  an  inquiry  of  a 
very  general  aud  comprehensive  scope ; it  is  merely 
that  before  the  Government  undertook  to  legislate  in 
pursuance  of  the  report  they  considered  it  necessary 
that  there  should  be  a local  inquiry,  and  when  they  re- 
ceive the  result  of  that,  they  will  not  be  bound  by  it,  and 
whenever  they  adopt  their  views  it  will  be  for  Parlia- 
ment to  ratify  them  or  not  afterwards  ? — This  intended 
legislation  as  regards  bodies  such  as  this  would  be  very- 
foolish  indeed  -unless  we  were  placed  under  the  Local 
Government  Board  or  some  other  controlling  Board. 

142.  Thex-e  are  cei-tain  things  whichat  present  re- 
quire the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board ; to 
what  extent  would  you  suggest  that  this  controlling 
power  should  exist  ? — To  the  same  extent  under  the 
Local  Government  Board  as  the  Poor  Law  Guardians 
are  now ; not  one  jot  less. 

143.  You  think  such  a control  would  have  a good 
effect? — Yes ; for  there  are  questions  arise  where  per- 
sonal matters  come  in  and  thei-e  must  be  a central 
authority  to  control. 

144.  Is  there  anything  else  you  would  like  to  suggest 
on  any  matter  connected  with  the  inquiry  ? — No,  ex- 
cept with  reference  to  the  Boai-d  who  sat  here  on 
Monday  to  consider  this  subject.  There  were  nine  or 
ten  persons  present,  and  the  majoi-ity  were  against.  I 
withdrew  my  motion  against  extension  of  the  area, 
believing  we  could  come  and  see  you  and  state  our  own 
views,  but  the  majority  were  decidedly  against  the 
thing  within  our  present  duties. 
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145.  The  Chairman  of  your  body  has  also  mentioned 
that  if  the  sanitary  jurisdiction  were  to  be  transferred 
to  you  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  rate  should  be 
divided  as  it  is  for  poor  law  purposes  between  the 
owner  and  the  occupier.  Do  you  think  the  rate  ought 
to  be  paid  by  the  occupier  as  at  present  1 — I believe 
that  unless  it  is  divided  we  could  not  get  the  town 
people  to  consent. 

146.  What  is  your  own  individual  opinion  as  to 
dividing  the  rate  between  the  owner  and  occupier  ? — 
Between  landlord  and  tenant : certainly. 


}-ou  t)link  ^at  the  municipal  rate  ought  tola 
divided  between  the  landlord  and  tenant?— Yes  and 
for  two  reasons  in  equity  and  because  it  would  jive 
tue  landlord  influence  and  interest. 

148.  Does  that  opinion  extend  to  all  the  rates  for 
sanitary  and  grand  jury  purposes?— Yes. 

149.  You  believe  it  would  have  a good  effect  for  the 
landlord  to  pay  half? — Yes. 
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150.  You  are  a Town  Commissioner  of  Athy? — 
Yes. 

151.  How  long  have  you  been  so? — Since  1842. 

152.  You  ai-e  also  a magistrate  for  the  town  1 — Yes. 

153.  And  you  are  well  acquainted  with  the  town  ? — 
Yes. 

154.  You  have  heard  the  views  expressed  by  the 
Chairman  and  by  Ml'.  Duncan  ; which  proposition  are 
you  in  favour  of ; are  you  an  advocate  of  extension  of 
the  boundaries  ? — By  all  means. 

155.  Do  you  contemplate  as  a board  on  that  arrange- 
ment that  you  should  get  sanitary  jurisdiction? — Yes, 
and  I say  we  would  do  the  sanitary  duty  much  better 
than  it  is  done  at  present. 

156.  And  when  you  advocate  extension  it  is  with 
the  view  of  getting  sanitary  jurisdiction  ? — Yes. 

157.  You  think  you  would  do  it  much  better  than 
at  present? — Yes,  and  much  cheaper. 

158.  Do  you  contemplate  also  getting  the  grand 
jury  control  over  roads  and  bridges? — I have  not 
made  my  mind  up  on  that  matter  inasmuch  as  I think 
we  should  undergo  a good  deal  of  trouble.  We  went 
to  a good  deal  of  trouble  and  got  a good  deal  of  statis- 
tics about  eleven  years  ago,  and  we  then  found  that 
owing  to  the  liberality  of  the  Grand  Jury  towards 
us  in  public  works  here,  that  when  we  came  to  have  a 
proper  gentleman  to  supervise  the  works  such  as  Mr. 
Brett,  the  County  Surveyor,  the  expense  would  be 
considerable  to  us,  and  that  while  we  were  so  liberally 
dealt  with  by  the  Grand  Jury  it  would  be  better  leave 
that  department  as  at  present. 

159.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  in  the  amount  expended 
by  the  Grand  Jury  within  the  municipal  district  in  the 
various  works  for  which  they  provide  they  give  you  a 
fair  equivalent  for  the  rates  they  raise  from  you  ? — I 
think  they  do.  Some  people  may  take  exception  to 
that,  but  I think  they  do. 

160.  You  think  the  amount  they  give  is  commen- 
surate with  what  they  receive  ? — Yes,  I do.  For  in- 
stance, three  years  ago  our  town  was  greatly  worn  by 
the  great  traffic,  and  the  Grand  Jury  put  two  feet  six 
inches  of  broken  stone  all  over  the  town,  and  improved 
the  roads  greatly. 

161.  And  you  have  no  complaint  to  make  against 
the  Grand  Jury  ? — No. 

162.  And  your  mind  is  not  at  all  made  up  about 
the  transfer  of  that  duty  1 — No. 

163.  But  you  are  quite  in  favour  of  a transfer  of 
the  sanitary  duty  ? — Decidedly. 

164.  What  radius  would  be  fair  as  representing  the 
extent  to  which  advantages  derived  from  proximity  to 
the  town  extend  ? — Less  than  a mile  and  a half  would 
not  be  sufficient. 

165.  And  you  think  that  within  a mile  and  a half 
the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  derive  advantage 
from  the  town? — Decidedly. 


vler  examined.  ...  , , 

Michael 

ICG.  And  land  within  that  distance  sets  at  a greater  Lawler- 
value  ? — Yes,  townparks  always  do. 

167.  And  the  occupiers  have  an  available  market 
where  they  have  a ready  sale  for  them  produce?— It 
is  one  of  the  best  markets. 

1GS.  And  don’t  children  resort  to  the  town  for 
school  purposes  from  that  radius  around  the  town  ?— 

Yes,  from  that  whole  district,  and  on  for  two  or  three 
miles,  but  particularly  from  a mile  and  a half. 

169.  You  have  not  been  in  a healthy  state  here 
recently.  Are  you  of  opinion  there  is  an  existing 
necessity  for  a considerable  outlay  to  improve  the 
sanitary  arrangements  of  the  town  especially  the 
sewerage? — I am. 

170.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  take  a large 
sum  of  money  to  effect  these  improvements  ?—  I should 
say  it  would.  There  is  a great  deal  to  be  done  still  in 
the  town. 

171.  Would  the  expense  of  the  works  to  which 
you  refer  fall  on  the  existing  municipality  as  a very 
heavy  burden  ? — Decidedly  there  should  be  at  least  a 
shilling  rate  put  on  the  town. 

172.  Do  you  think  that  that  improvement  in  the 
sanitary  state  of  Athy  would,  to  some  extent,  be  an 
advantage  to  those  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town  I 
Ido. 

173.  And  it  would  be  reasonable  that  they  should 
make  some  contribution  in  respect  of  that  ? — Yes. 

174.  Under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  the  sense 
of  the  legislature  appears  to  have  been  that  arable 
lauds  should  be  rated  at  only  one-fourth.  Does  that 
appear  to  you  to  be  a sound  basis  to  take  in  making  a 
distinction  between  the  residents  in  the  town  who 
derive  all  the  advantages,  and  the  occupiers  outside 
who  only  derive  advantages  in  a modified  degree.  Do 
you  consider  it  an  equitable  and  fair  division,  for  the 
advantages  derived  by  both  ? — Ye3, 1 do.  That  is  what 
we  always  levied. 

175.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  those  who  own  land, 
and  those  who  occupy  land  within  a mile  and  a half 
would  object  to  be  included  in  the  town  ? — I dares  ;v 
a good  many  would  object. 

176.  On  what  ground  do  you  think  they  would 
object  to  be  included  1— That  they  don’t  want  further 
taxation. 

177.  Don’t  you  think  they  would  be  ambitious  of 
being  able  to  take  part  in  the  municipal  government  f 
I think  they  would  so  far  as  that. 

178.  Do  you  think  it  would  have  a healthy  effect 
if  you  widened  the  area  of  municipal  government* 
and  introduced  a new  class  of  ratepayers  ? — I think 
it  would.  I think  we  are  too  contracted  at  present. 

Half  an  English  mile  from  the  castle  is  not  ut  all  suffi- 
cient. 


179.  You  are  magistrate  in  the  neighbourhood? — 
Yes. 

180.  And  you  have  lived  in  Athy  ? — I have  lived 
here  a great  number  of  years. 

181.  You  have  no  property  in  the  municipal  district  ? 
— I have  some. 

182.  How  far  is  your  residence  outside  the  municipal 


Walter  B.  Bulwer  examined. 

boundary  ?— The  house  is  about  a mile  and  a half 

Enf83h  Assuming  that  a radius  of  a mile  and  a half 
were  adopted,  would  that  take  in  your  place  I could 
not  answer  that ; it  day  be  a few  yards  inside  or  out- 
side, but  it  would  be  very  dose  to  the  mark. 

184.  Assuming  that  the  radius  of  a mile  and  a hal 
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would  bring  yon  in,  would  you  consider  it  objectionable 
that  you  should  be  included? — It  is  a principle  on 
which  I have  always  expressed  a very  deckled  opinion 
that  those  living  in  the  immediate  vicinity  to  a town 
like  this,  certainly  derive  advantages  from  it,  and  that 
they -should  not  be  unwilling  to  pay  for  those  advan- 
tages. 

1S5.  Would  you  consider  that  in  laying  down  the 
basis  of  what  they  should  contribute ; one  fourth  which 
is  the  basis  prescribed  by  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act  is  a fair  proportion  1 — I think  taking  the  rates  that 
have  been  struck  here  it  would  be  fair  and  not  oppres- 

186.  I am  aware  you  have  acted  as  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  ? — Yes,  when  I am  here. 

187.  You  have  had  experience  of  the  way  the  sani- 
tary work  is  usually  transacted  by  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians. Do  you  thiuk  the  sanitary  affairs  of  the  town 
could  be  best  provided  for  by  the  town  body  or  by 
such  a body  as  the  Board  of  Guardians,  comprehending 
gentlemen  from  rural  districts  l — Of  course  hi  answering 
a question  like  that  I should  prefer  confining  myself 
to  the  actual  case  before  me  of  Athy,  and  my  answer 
might  possibly  he  different  if  I had  to  consider  other 
circumstances ; but  considering  the  constitution  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  Athy,  the  attendance  there  is 
there,  and  the  exceptional  intelligence  there  is  as  far 
as  I know  amongst  the  Town  Commissioners  of  Athy, 
I think  the  Commissioners  of  Athy  would  be  by  far 
the  more  competent  body  to  carry  out  sanitary 
arrangements.  I think  they  would  do  it  less  expen- 
sively and  much  better.  More  than  that,  the  great 
element  that  is  wauting  in  the  present  sanitary  laws 
is  what  I am  convinced  will  be  ultimately  supplied. 
In  my  opinion,  and  I have  had  considerable  experience 
of  it,  I go  so  far  as  to  say  there  is  an  absolute  necessity 
for  effectual  local  supervision.  Under  the  present  Act 
and  the  late  Act,  I don’t  think  the  omission  is  suffi- 
ciently supplied.  The  sanitary  laws  are  likely  to  he 
productive  of  enormous  expense  with  very  little  result, 
and  any  body  like  the  Town  Commissioners  here,  where 
they  have  men  competent  to  supervise  these  things  on 
the  spot,  I think  can  carry  out  these  things  much  better 
than  a Board  of  Guardians,  who  don’t  know  the  locali- 
ties, and  have  a great  many  other  things  to  attend  to 
and  without  speaking  very  harshly  of  them,  are  utterly 
ignorant  of  the  whole  thing  as  a body. 

1 8S.  W ould  it  in  your  opinion  have  a healthy  effect, 
if  those  who  are  at  present  outside  the  town,  within 
the  radius  of  a mile  and  a half,  were  added  to  the  con- 
stituency, and  thus  enabled  to  take  part  in  the  affairs 
of  the  town,  and  be  incorporated  with  the  electors  and 
with  those  eligible  to  be  Commissioners  ? — Yes,  I 
think  it  is  desirable  to  have  a mixture  of  classes,  if 
possible.  I need  not  tell  you  it  is  popularly  supposed 
that  geutlemen  have  intelligence  commensurate  with 
their  education. 

189.  Assuming  that  the  area  was  extended  and  that 
the  functions  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  were  trans- 
ferred, do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  the 


control  of  the  roads  and  bridges,  also  transferred  to  t!  •• 
town  body  ? — I think  that  cpiestion  stands  on  a 
different  basis  altogether.  I am  afraid  in  a place  liki- 
Athy  the  taxation  for  roads  and  bridges  would  be  enor- 
mously heavy  if  we  took  the  whole  charge  of  them  • 
for  instance  the  flagging  of  Athy  alone  has  cost  hun- 
dreds, and  the  municipal  taxation  would  be  utterly 
unable  to  provide  for  it. 

190.  You  think  the  expenditure  would  be  increased 
and  that  it  would  fall  heavily  on  the  town  ? — Yes  so 
heavily  that  I think  it  would  be  a bar  to  any  improve- 
ment and  it  would  be  found  sufficient  for  them  to  keep 
the  roads  and  bridges  without  thinking  of  improve- 
ments of  any  sort. 

191.  You  think  the  grand  jury  gives  an  equivalent 
for  whatever  they  receive  ? — I do ; and  I think  it  is 
fairly  aud  economically  expended. 

192.  Generally  speaking  the  allegation  by  town 
bodies  is  that  while  the  grand  jury  reiceve  large  sums 
the  town  people  find  it  impossible  to  get  anything 
done,  and  at  Wexford  they  said  there  was  £900  paid 
to  the  county  grand  jury  of  which  £500  went  to  the 
county  at  large,  and  that  of  the  £400  balance  they  «ot 
no  equivalent  but  that  since  they  managed  things  them- 
selves they  have  been  able  to  do  all  for  themselves  I — 
Athy  is  quite  different,  aud  1 know  the  place  for  a long 
time. 

193.  You  found  no  unwillingness  on  the  part  of 
the  grand  jury  to  do  what  was  asked  ? — No ; they  have 
on  the  contrary  been  always  willing  on  all  occasions 
to  meet  the  views  of  the  inhabitants  provided  there 
was  any  sort  of  equity. 

194.  Suppose  the  legislature  did  transfer  to  towns 
this  jurisdiction  over  roads  and  bridges,  do  you  con- 
sider that  the  arable  lands  contributing  within  the 
municipal  district  should  pay  one  fourth  or  the  whole 
amount  ? — I have  not  considered  the  subject,  but  prima 
facie,  I don’t  see  the  grounds  on  which  the  distinction 
is  made. 

195.  You  think  all  should  come  under  the  same 
rule  ? — Yes,  I don’t  see  why  there  should  he  a distinc- 
tion. 

196.  Is  there  anything  else  you  would  like  to  suggest 
on  the  subject  of  this  inquiry? — Nothing  except  that 
I thorouglily  agree  with  Mr.  Duncan’s  recommendation 
as  to  having  a controlling  power  vested  in  some 
superior  authority. 

197.  As  regards  the  division  of  the  municipal  rate, 
what  is  your  view ; that  it  should  be  divided  between 
the  landlord  aud  tenant  or  paid  by  the  occupier  ? — It 
is  a matter  of  the  most  perfect  indifference  by  whom  it 
is  paid,  hut  for  the  sake  of  satisfying  the  ratepayers  I 
would  say  divide  it. 

198.  You  would  do  that  to  satisfy  them  although  it 
makes  no  difference  who  pays? — I think  substantially 
it  makes  no  difference. 

199.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  add? — No. 
Except  that  the  municipal  accounts  have  to  be  audited 
by  the  Local  Government  auditor. 

200.  You  are  in  favour  of  that  ? — I am. 


Rich  aud  T.  Lefroy  examined. 


201.  You  don’t  live  within  the  municipal  boundary  ? 
— No. 

202.  Have  you  any  property  within  it?— No. 

203.  How  does  your  residence  stand  as  regards  the 
centre  of  the  town  ? — I think  it  is  about  a mile  and  a 
half  ont. 

204.  Would  a radius  of  a mile  and  a half  include  or 
exclude  you  l—  I think  it  would  about  take  me  in. 

205.  What  is  your  feeling  on  the  subject,  are  you 
in  favour  of  extension  of  the  boundary  or  otherwise  ? 
—I  have  not  given  the  subject  any  thought,  but  I don’t 
see  any  objection  to  our  being  included  because  no 
doubt  we  derive  benefit  from  the  town. 

206.  You  are  a member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  ? 


206.  Would  you  consider  that  the  sanitary  affairs  of 
the  town  would  be  best  looked  after  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians  or  by  the  Commissioners  ? — I never  had  a 
doubt  on  the  subject,  I think  the  Commissioners  are 
the  better  body. 

207.  And  you  consider  also  that  if  they  had  the 
power  over  sanitary  matters  and  looked  after  them 
better  it  would  be  reasonable  that  those  living  within 
a certain  distance  should  pay  a contribution  towards 
the  expenses  of  the  town  ?— Certainly. 

208.  Does  it  appear  to  you  that  the  basis  laid  down 
of  one  fourth  is  fair? — Yes,  I think  so. 

209.  And  yon  would  not  individually  object  to  that? 
— No. 

210.  What  would  be  your  view  with  regard  to  the 
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|jr0posal  to  transfer  the  jurisdiction  over  roads  and 
bridges,  from  the  grand  jury  to  the  town  body?— I 
wonfd  not  be  in  favour  of  that;  I think  the  grand 
■ rv.  vould  do  it  better  than  the  town  body. 

211.  As  regards  the  division  of  the  rate,  what 
would  be  your  view?  would  you  be  in  favour  of 
dividing  it  between  the  landlord  and  tenant,  or  other- 
wise ? I don’t  think  that  will  make  much  diffei-ence 
any  way. 

212.  Assuming  there  was  a general  popular  feeling 
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that  it  should  be  divided  ? — It  will  be  generally  ar-  athy 
ranged  between  the  landlord  and  the  tenant  who  is  to  Ftb.  u,  is; 
pay,  and  it  makes  no  difference  any  way.  — 

213.  You  don’t  see  anything  inequitable  in  it  ? — 

No. 

214.  You  think  they  do  practically  divide  it  at 
present? — I do. 

215.  And  if  the  general  feeling  was  in  favour  of 
dividing  it,  you  would  have  no  objection? — No,  I 
would  have  no  objection  on  my  part. 


Mathew  Magrath,  Clerk  of  the  Athy  Union,  examined. 


216.  How  many  townlands  are  there  in  the  elec- 
toral division  of  Athy  ? — Thirty-two  townlands. 

217.  What  is  the  area  of  the  electoral  division  ? — 
9 2S7  acres. 

218.  And  the  valuation? — 12,372  10s. 

219.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  electoral  division 
extends  equally  in  all  directions  from  the  town  or  un- 
equally ?— Unequally. 

220.  What  is  the  furthest  point  in  one  direction 
to  which  the  electoral  division  extends? — The  furthest 
point  from  the  town  would  be  about  two  and  a half  or 
three  miles. 

221.  In  what  direction  would  that  be  ? — Towards 
Churchtown,  which  is  in  the  north. 

222.  That  is  about  the  most  remote  point? — Yes,  a 
little  outside  three  miles. 

223.  To  the  north  ? — To  the  north-west,  at  Church- 
town. 

224.  How  far  does  it  extend  to  the  south  ? — A mile 
and  a half. 

225.  How  far  to  the  east  ? — About  three  miles.  - 

226.  How  far  to  the  west  ? — Two  miles. 


227.  So  that  it  doesn’t  extend  equally? — No  sir. 

228.  Have  you  had  any  special  rates  for  sanitary 
purposes  ? — Yes,  sir,  every  year. 

229.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  special  sanitary 
rates  ? — Two  pence  in  the  pound. 

230.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  work  for  which  the 
rate  was  assessed  ? — For  sewers  in  Athy,  cleaning  and 
repairing  them,  and  some  new  sewers. 

231.  Not  large  main  sewers? — No,  sir. 

232.  Then,  the  Guardians  have  not  undertaken  any 
extensive  scheme  of  sewerage  ? — No,  sir. 

233.  Have  they  had  under  consideration  any 
general  scheme  of  drainage? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

234.  Have  the  Guardians  ever  been  considering  the 
question,  whether  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  sani- 
tary jurisdiction  should  be  transferred  from  the  Guar- 
dians to  the  Commissioners  ? — No,  sir. 

235.  Are  you  aware,  whether  the  feeling  of  the 
Guardians  would  be  adverse  to  such  a transfer,  or  in 
favour  of  it? — I am  not  aware.  It  was  never  spoken 
of. 


Mr.  Lord,  Chairman  Town  Commissioners,  recalled. 


236.  The  Parliamentary  Committee  made  one  recom- 
mendation which,  in  a great  many  instances  it  has 
been  stated,  would  be  utterly  impracticable,  namely, 
that  municipal  boundaries  should  be  made  conterminous 
with  electoral  divisions.  Would  it  be  practicable  in 
this  case  to  adopt  the  electoral  division  as  the  muni- 
cipal boundary  ? — That  would  be  going  outside  what 
we  were  proposing. 

237.  You  don’t  consider  it  would  be  feasible? — No. 

238.  Do  you  see  any  advantage  that  would  be 
gained  by  adopting  the  electoral  division  as  the  muni- 
cipal boundary? — No. 

239.  You  t.liink  it  would  be  bringing  in  people  who 
don’t  derive  much  advantage  ? — Yes. 

240.  Mr.  Bulwer. — With  regard  to  the  sanitary 
question  you  asked,  one  or  two  questions  that  led  me 
to  believe  that  you  were  anxious  to  know  whether  the 
Board  of  Guardians  had  ever  considered  any  scheme  of 
sewerage  for  Athy.  I was  Chairman  of  a Committee 
appointed  by  the  Guardians  to  carry  out  the  Sanitary 
Act,  and  at  my  instance.  I pointed  out  the  inadvisa- 
bility of  allowing  the  sewage  of  Athy  to  ran  into  the 
river,  which  is  strongly  forbidden  by  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  ’ at  my  request  two  schemes  were  con- 
sidered, one  to  convey  all  the  sewage  into  a large 
reservoir,  and  to  treat  it  in  the  way  it  has  been  treated 
in  several  towns  in  England  and  elsewhere,  more 
particularly  in  Kilkenny  county,  at  Castlecomer. 
That  was  one  scheme  to  get  rid  of  the  feetid  matter, 
and  let  the  water  rim  off ; and  another  scheme  was  to 
kike  the  sewage  down  about  a milo  and  a half  away 
from  the  town  into  low-lying  lands,  and  there  dis- 
tribute it  as  it  came  from  the  sewers,  but  the  expense 
was  so  very  considerable  that  the  Guardians  were,  I 
think,  frightened.  My  own  individual  opinion  is,  that 
sooner  or  later  some  such  scheme  will  have  to  be 
adopted. 

241.  Such  a scheme  would  involve  very  considerable 
outlay  ? — I think  it  would  cost  about  from  .£3,000  to 
£5,000. 


242.  Would  you  consider  it  equitable  and  fair,  that 
those  outlying  lands  within  a mile  and  a half  should 
contribute  to  that  work  1—  Certainly,  and  I go  a great 
deal  further,  for  I think  a mile  and  a half  would 
scarcely  indicate  the  advantages  derived  from  such  a 
town  as  Athy. 

243.  But  still  unless  you  were  to  extend  the  boun- 
dary beyond  that  for  all  purposes  you  could  not  be 
extending  it  for  some  purposes  only?— I would  be 
inclined  to  extend  it  beyond  that  for  all  purposes;  I 
look  upon  such  a market  town  as  Athy  as  of  in- 
calculable benefit  and  advantage  to  the  county. 

244.  Would  you  consider  the  electoral  division  a 
fair  municipal  district  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  fair 
for  certain  purposes. 

245.  But  not  for  all  purposes  ?— No. 

246.  For  instance,  such  a matter  as  sewerage  1 — Or 

1^247  °For  such  a scheme  as  that  sewerage  scheme  you 
think 'that  a fair  district?— Yes,  for  such  a scheme 
where  there  is  a wide  scheme  the  advantages  would 
be  more  extended.  I am  entirely  against  confining  the 
advantages  to  the  200  or  300  people  immediately  over 
the  sewers.  The  more  flourishing  the  town  the  better 
for  the  people  who  live  about  it. 

248.  Mr.  Duncan.— For  the  equalization  of  taxation 
it  might  be  a great  object  to  have  the  electoral  division 
constituted  the  municipal  boundary  for  roads,  bridges, 
and  sanitary  affairs  for  instance. 

249.  Mr.  O'Briex. — Yes,  but  a town  most  be  a 
town  whatever  it  is,  and  once  you  adopt  a boundary 
it  must  be  for  all  purposes  ?-In  the  matter  of  light, 
what  we  have  to  do  is  very  inexpensive. 

25Q  Mr  O’BRIEN.— Then  there  are  certain  purposes 
for  which  you  would  not  consider  the  electoral  division 
too  large  as  a municipal  district  t-So,  if  we  undertook 
all  these  purposes. 

251.  Mr.  O’Brien.— For  sanitary  purposes  you 
would  not  consider  it  too  large  4- -No. 
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252.  Mr.  O’Brien. — But  for  lighting  you  do? — 
Yes. 

253.  Mr.  O’Brien. — And  for  all  other  purposes  you 
would  not  object  to  the  electoral  division  as  the 
municipal  boundary  ? — No,  and  I think  the  people 
within  it  would  not  object  if  we  took  on  all  these 
duties. 

254.  That  would  give  about  three  miles,  speaking 
roughly? — Yes,  the  matter  of  fairs  and  markets  is  one 
of  great  interest  to  the  people  near  a town,  and  within 


the  electoral  division,  and  the  people  would  hare  for  a 
return  their  vote,  and  they  would  be  able  to  take  part 
in  the  regulation  of  the  fairs  and  markets,  one  of  the 
matters  that  has  caused  us  most  trouble  is  the  matter 
of  fairs,  especially  pig  fairs,  and  horse  fairs,  and  it 
would  be  well  the  country  people  should  have  a voice 
iu  the  regulation  of  the  fairs  and  markets,  and  it  would 
be  an  essential  service  for  the  country,  that  they  should 
have  power  to  see  what  was  being  done  in  the  town 


Mr.  Glover.  Mr.  Glover,  Clerk  to  the  Town  Commissioners,  recalled. 

255.  There  are  in  the  township,  175  persons  qualified  to  vote,  and  56  qualified  to  be  Commissioners 
The  inquiry  then  closed. 


Gobe'-  GOREY— MONDAY,  24th  FEBRUARY,  1879. 

ra>.  24,  1879.  ’ 

Before  Messrs.  Exham,  q.c.,  and  Cotton,  c.e. 

Mr.  O'  Dempsey,  solicitor,  asked  leave  to  appear  professionally  for  a number  of  persons  who  objected  to 
alteration  in  the  boundaries  of  the  town. 


John  O'Neill. 


John  O’Neill  examined. 


1.  Chairman. — You  are  Town  Clerk  of  Gorey? — 
Yes. 

2.  For  how  long  have  you  been  Town  Clerk? — 
Since  November,  1868. 

3.  The  town  is  under  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act?— Yes. 

4.  When  was  it  adopted  here? — In  1859. 

5.  Were  the  boundaries  fixed  then? — They  were. 

6.  And  have  the  boundaries  as  then  fixed  continued 
the  same  ever  since  ? — They  have. 

7.  Has  there  been  any  alteration  or  change  in  them  ? 
— No. 

8.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town  of  Gorey  ? 
— In  the  year  1871,  the  population  was  2,639. 

9.  Has  the  population  increased  since  that  or  not  ? 
— I think  it  has  decreased. 

10.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town  at  present  ? — The 
present  area  is  421a.  1r.  Ip. 

11.  I believe  you  were  good  enough  to  mark  on  the 
Ordnance  Sheet  the  present  boundaries  ? — Yes. 

12.  Mr.  Cotton. — Are  they  taken  from  any  map 
you  have,  or  how  did  you  get  them?— The  only  tliin« 
I had  was  a little  map  in  the  office. 

13.  It  was  from  that  you  marked  it? — Yes. 

1 4.  Have  you  a copy  of  the  Gazette  in  which  the 
boundaries  are  described  ? — No ; I have  a copy  of  the 
order  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

15.  Describing  the  boundaries  '? — Yes. 

16.  What  is  the  date  of  the  Gazette? — The  2nd 
September,  1859,  is  the  date. 

17.  What  is  the  entire  valuation? — The  entire 
valuation,  is  £3,069  10s. 

18.  How  much  of  that  is  land,  and  how  much 
buildings?— Buildings  £2,646  15s.,  and  land  £422 
15s. 

19.  What  are  the  rates  that  have  been  struck  for 
the  last  five  yearn  ; improvement  rate,  poor  rate,  and 
county  cess?— The  town  rate  in  1874  was  6d.  in  the 
£;  in  1875  it  was  5d.  in  the  £;  in  1876  and  1877 
there  was  no  town  rate  struck,  and  in  1878  it  was  5c/ 
in  the  £. 

20.  What  is  it  this  year?— We  have  struck  no  rate 
this  year  yet. 

21.  Will  you  require  a rate  ? — Yes. 

22.  I suppose  it  will  not  be  greater  than  in  the 
preceding  years  ? — No ; it  Trill  not  be  greater  at  all 
events,  it  might  be  less. 

23.  What  are  the  poor  rates  you  have  been  paying  ? 
—In  1874  the  poor  rate  was  2s.  lOd  in  the  £,  and 
there  was  no  sanitary  rate ; in  1875  the  poor  rate  was 
Is.  9 d.  in  the  £,  with  one  penny  sanitary  rate  • in 
1876  the  poor  rate  was  Is.  id.  in  the  £,  with  one 
penny  sanitary  rate ; in  1877  the  poor  rate  was  Is.  3d. 


in  the  £,  and  one  penny  sanitary  rate,  and  in  1878 
the  poor  rate  was  Is.  Id.  in  the  £,  and  the  sanitary 
rate  two  pence. 

24.  What  lias  been  the  county  cess  during  the  same 
years  ?— The  county  cess  in  1874  (paid  in  two  instal- 
ments) was  2s.  3c/.  in  the  £;  in  1875  it  was  Is.  11c/. 
nearly  ; in  1876  Is.  Sid.  nearly ; in  1877  Is.  7c/.,  and 
in  1878  Is.  4^cZ.  That  is,  you  will  see,  it  has  been 
decreasing  since  1874. 

25.  Was  that  increase  in  1874  owing  to  anything 
the  Grand  Jury  did  for  the  town? — No,  I don’t  think 
it  was. 

26.  Because  I observe  there  has  been  a great  deal 
of  flagging  done  in  this  town?— That  was  done  from 
the  year  1875. 

27.  Were  the  town  Commissioners  able  to  do  that, 
or  was  the  work  done  with  help  from  the  Grand  Jury  ? 
— It  was  done  iu  this  way.  The  town  Commissioners 
applied  to  the  associated  cess-payers  for  a grant. 

28.  When  was  that? — In  1875.  That  was  in  the 
first  commencement  of  the  flagging,  and  thev  got  a 
grant  of  £49  10s. 

29.  We  don’t  want  the  figures,  but  tell  us  have  the 
cess-payers  from  time  to  time  contributed  from  the 
funds  of  the  Barony  at  large,  towards  the  flagging  of 
the  town  of  Gorey? — Yes;  they  have  contributed 
largely. 

30.  And  then  I suppose  you  have  added  to  that 
contribution  out  of  the  rates  or  by  private  contribution  ? 
— It  has  been  done  iu  this  way  : first,  the  grant  of  the 
Grand  J ury,  and  then  the  shop-keepers,  in  front  of 
whose  business  the  street  has  been  flagged,  have  been 
charged  with  the  kerbing,  and  the  deficiency  was  made 
good  by  the  rates. 

31.  We  sent  out  queries  to  be  considered  by  your 
Board — have  they  been  considered  ? — At  the  time  in 
November  when  the  queries  arrived  they  did  not  con- 
sider them. 

32.  Have  they  considered  them  at  all  ? — They  have, 
in  this  way : when  the  queries  came  down  they  asked 
me  what  were  the  present  boundaries  of  the  township 
and  I could  not  tell  them,  and  they  asked  me  were 
they  an  English  mile. 

33.  I believe  the  Town  Commissioners  are  not 
unanimous  as  a body  in  their  opinion  as  to  whether 
the  boundaries  should  be  extended  or  not  ? — No. 

34.  Did  they  pass  any  resolution  on  the  subject? — 
They  called  a meeting  of  the  ratepayers  to  consider  it. 

34.  But,  as  a body,  the  Commissioners  did  not  pass 
any  resolution  on  the  subject? — -No,  six. 

25-  Then  you  are  not  authorized  on  the  part  of  the 
Comiiiissioners,  as  a body,  to  offer  any  opinion  on  their 
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pait  as  to  tlie  extension  of  the  boundary  or  otherwise ! 
__Ho,  sir. 

36.  Of  course  you  live  in  the  town.  ? — I do. 

37.  Are  you  in  business  in  the  town  ? — I am. 

37.  Having  lived  here  for  some  time,  do  you,  as  a 
matter  of  foot,  know  whether  lands  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  town  are  more  valuable,  and  bring  more 
to  the  landlord  in  consequence  of  then-  proximity  to 
the  town,  than  lands  further  off? — They  do,  of  course. 

38.  Do  the  people  who  hold  these  lands  use  the 
town  of  Gorey  largely  1 — They  do. 

39.  I suppose  they  send  in  their  produce  daily  to 
the  market ; such  things  as  butter  and  eggs,  and  poultry, 
and  so  on? — Yes,  sir. 

40.  Could  you  say  to  what  extent  that  exceptional 
value  extends  ; does  it  extend  a mile  all  round  from 
the  centre  of  the  town,  or  two  miles,  or  only  a half 
mile  ? — I could  not  say  exactly — I think  the  lands  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  are  valued  higher  than  at  a 
distance. 

41.  That  may  arise  from  other  causes  j but  could  you 
say  whether  land  in  the  immediate  vicinity  within  a 
certain  distance  does  derive  from  its  proximity  to  the 
town  a higher  value  than  land  of  a similar  quality, 
that  is  further  oft'? — I could  not  say  j I don’t  under- 
stand the  question. 

42.  Suppose  that  the  town  was  extended  a mile  aud 
a half  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  could  you  tell  me 
how  many  voters  could  be  brought  in,  and  to  what 
extent  there  would  be  an  increase  in  the  constituency  ? 
— The  clerk  of  the  Union  would  be  better  able  to 
tell  that. 

43.  Could  you  tell  me  how  many  voters  are  there 
at  present  rated  in  the  town  1 — About  115  within  the 
township. 

44.  ITow  many  are  qualified  to  he  Town  Com- 
missioners ? — I think  there  are  about  forty. 

45  How  many  qualified  to  be  Town  Commissioners 
would  be  brought  in  by  adopting  the  radius  of  a mile 
and  a half  ? — It  would  increase  the  number  by  about 
forty  or  fifty. 

40.  Of  those  qualified  to  be  Commissioners  1— Yes ; 
that  is,  houses  of  £10  and  £12  and  upwards,  I don’t 
think  there  would  be  so  many,  I think  the  number 
qualified  would  be  raised  to  about  fifty  altogether 
within  the  whole  increased  area. 

47.  The  township  boundary  is  only  in  two  electoral 
divisions  ; namely,  Gorey  and  C'ourtown  ? — Yes,  sir, 
Gorey  and  Courtown. 

48.  It  is  entirely  included  within  those  two  elec- 
toral divisions? — Yes. 

49.  To  what  distance  should  you  go  from  the  town 
at  the  nearest  point  to  include  any  other  electoral 
division? — Huntington  is  a mile  on  the  Gorey-hill 
side. 

50.  How  fax1  is  the  nearest  point  of  Huntington 
from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — About  an  Irish  mile, 
or  a mile  and  a quarter  from  the  centre. 

51.  Mr.  Cotton. — How  is  the  town  supplied  with 
gas  ? — By  the  Gas  and  Water  Company. 

52.  There  is  one  Company  for  water  and  gas  ? — 
Yes,  it  is  a Gas  and  Water  Company. 

53.  And  the  Commissioners  pay  rent  to  them  ? — 
Yes,  they  pay  £3  a lamp  for  the  public  lamps.  There 
are  sixteen  public  lamps  in  the  town. 

54.  How  do  the  private  par-ties  get  gas? — By  agree- 
ment with  the  Gas  Company. 

55.  Chairman. — Are  the  people  here,  as  far  as  you 


know,  satisfied  with  the  way  the  roads  are  kept  bv  the  Gorit. 
Grand  Jury  ? — I tliink  they  are  satisfied  enough.  Feb.  24.  is;». 

56.  And  also  with  the  way  the  sanitary  affairs  are  , . -u 

carried  out  by  the  rural  sanitary  authority  ? Yes,  I ° n * e 

think  so. 

57.  Mr.  Cotton. — Have  the  Commissioners  ever 
considered  the  advisability  of  becoming  the  sanitary 
authority  themselves?— They  have  been  speaking  of  it. 

58.  But  no  resolution  was  arrived  at  on  the  subject  ? 

— Ho,  I was  directed  to  write  to  other  towns  to  inquire 
how  the  sanitary  work  was  being  done. 

59.  The  sanitary  rate  you  mentioned  as  being  one 
peuny  ? — Yes. 

GO.  What  was  that  for?—  For  the  water  supply. 

Gl.  On  what  district  was  it  struck  ? — On  the  con- 
tributory district. 

62.  Chairman. — To  the  eighth  query  we  sent  you, 
the  reply  is,  “ The  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that 
it  would  be  of  advantage  to  extend  the  boundary,  if  it 
would  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  land  holders 
under  the  Land  Act ; if  so,  tire  Commissioners  would 
object  to  any  alteration  being  made  in  the  present 
boundary ; secondly,  that  the  extension  of  the  boundary 
would  lessen  the  town  rate  by  affording  a larger  area,” 
and  there  were  present,  concurring  in  that,  six  of  the 
Town  Commissioners  1— That  was  adopted,  not  at  a 
formal  meeting,  but  they  came  to  that  conclusion  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  me. 

63.  That  was  the  opinion  of  six  of  the  Com- 
missioners ? — Yes. 

64.  And  there  are  nine  of  them  altogether  ? — Yes. 

Cross-examined  (by  Chairman,  at  request  of  Mr. 

O'Dempsey.) 

65.  I believe  you  told  us  you  did  not  represent  the 
majority  of  the  Commissioners,  do  you  represent  even 
a considerable  minor  ity  of  them  ? — I am  not  authorized 
to  speak  for  any  one. 

66.  Are  you  aware  that  two  meetings  were  held,  at 
which  this  proposal  for  extending  the  boundary  was 
unanimously  condemned  ? — Yes,  I think  I sent  up  the 
resolutions  of  the  public  meeting  to  the  Boundaries 
Commissioners  in  Dublin. 

67.  A resolution  was  passed  at  a public  meeting  on 
the  31st  January,  1S79,  to  this  effect,  "That  any 
extension  of  the  existing  boundary  is  wholly  un- 
necessary and  uncalled  for”? — Yes. 

68.  I believe,  according  to  the  rates  struck,  they 
amount  to  about  2 d.  in  the  [sound  annually  V — i es. 

69.  What  is  the  rating  power  of  the  Commissioners? 

— Up  to  one  shilling. 

70.  But  you  have  never  been  obliged  to  go  higher 
than  2J.  ?— Yes,  a great  deal  higher. 

71.  Doesn’t  the  irregularity  of  the  boundary  conform 
to  the  geographical  formation  of  the  town,  which  I 
believe  is  one  long  street  ? — Yes. 

72.  And  of  course  the  boundary  is  necessarily 
oblong  to  a certain  extent  ? — Yes. 

73.  What  is  the  class  of  people  who  occupy  the  land 
about  the  town?— Principally  gentlemen  wlio  have 
dwelling  houses  outside,  ami  persons  in  the  town  who 
have  land  round  it. 

74.  Doesn’t  it  principally  consist  of  rate  payers  m 
the  town  who  have  small  holdings  of  laud  about  it  1 — 

Yf?5.  Which  are  not  at  present  within  the  boundary  1 
— Ho,  of  course  not. 

70.  And  I believe  they  pay  an  increased  rent  rn 
respect  of  these  lands  outside  ?— They  do. 


William  Miller  Kirke,  examined. 


77.  Chairman. — You  are  Chairman  of  the  Town 
Commissioners  of  Gorey? — Yes. 

78.  You  reside  at  the  park? — Yes. 

79.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  tire  boundary  of  the 
town  should  be  extended  ? — Decidedly. 

80.  I believe  you  have  a quantity  of  land  that  will 
be  brought  in  by  any  proposed  extension  ? — Yes. 


81.  That  is  at  present  outside  the  boundary  ?— Yes. 

82.  Are  you  aware  from  your  own  knowledge 
whether  lands  within  a certain  distance  acquire  ex- 
ceptional value,  owing  to  their  proximity  to  the  town? 
—I  am,  because  I receive  an  increased  rent  for  them. 

63  We  have  marked  on  the  map  before  us  the 
present  boundaries  ot  the  to™ ; to  what  estent  ,lo  the 
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lands  around  the  town  derive  exceptional  value  from 

it? They  vary  according  to  the  character  of  the  land, 

I myself  get  from  £3  to  £5  an  acre. 

84.  Within  what  distance  from  the  centre  of  the 
town  is  that? — I should  say  half  a mile  in. 

85.  Do  you  receive  a higher  rent  from  the  lands 
that  are  just  outside  than  from  those  inside,  or  as 
hjrrh  ? — Almost  the  same  rent ; I have  lands  let  within 
the  boundary  at  present  very  low,  and  I have  lands 
within  the  boundary  with  a considerable  increase  of 
rent  since  I bought  the  property  in  1870  ; there  are 
other  lands  outside  let,  which  are  not  higher  than 
inside,  and  some  also  let  higher,  and  it  is  light  to  add 
that  a feeling  has  got  up  in  the  town,  that  this  is 
a job  of  mine  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  rents, 
and  that  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  enhancing  the  value 
of  those  lands  that  are  outside. 

86.  Have  you  considered  to  what  extent  you,  as  an 
individual  ratepayer,  and  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
missioners, think  the  area  should  be  increased ? — No ; 

I leave  that  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  whether  they  make  it  half  a mile,  or  a 
mile,  or  two  miles,  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  to  me ; 
all  I want  is  some  regularity  in  the  boundary. 

87.  Do  you  consider  that,  following  the  townland 
Itomularies  as  far  as  p •s.-dlile,  within  an  area  of  one 
mile,  the  hinds  derive  exceptional  value  from  their 
proximity  to  the  town  ? — I am  jierfectly  satisfied  they 
do. 

88.  You  are  aware  there  is  a circle  drawn  on  this 
map  of  a statute  mile  ? — Yes,  and  I believe  the  reason 
the  Commissioners  advocated  that  in  the  first-  instance 
was,  that  they  heard,  and  had  the  evidence  which  Mr. 
O’Neill  told  you  about,  that  he  had  corresponded  with 
a great  many  other  towns,  and  that  was  what  they 
wanted. 

89.  They  varied  in  their  views,  hut,  at  all  events, 
your  opinion  is  that,  to  the  extent  of  the  one  mile 
circle,  and  adopting  the  townlands  as  near  as  possible, 
lauds  do  derive  exceptional  benefit  from  the  town? — 
Decidedly. 

90.  Are  there  a number  of  gentlemen’s  seats  that 
would  bo  included  within  that  area? — No,  not  many, 
somewhere  about  five. 

91.  I observe  there  is  a place  called  Woodlands,  for 
instance  ? — Yes ; and  the  Cottage, Knockmullen  House, 
Ramsgate  House,  and  there  is  General  Guise’s  (St. 
Waleran’s),  the  Deanery,  Coolatin  Cottage,  Millmount, 
Westmount,  -and  Ramsgate  Cottage. 

92.  I observe  that  by  a circle  of  a mile  a great  deal 
of  your  demesne  and  park  would  he  taken  in  ? — Yes. 

1)3.  But  following  the  townland  boundary  it  would 
not  come  up  to  your  house? — No. 

94.  And  if  we  followed  the  townluml  boundary 
which  would  go  half  a mile  below  your  house,  you 
would  not  object  to  that? — -Not  at  all.  I look  upon 
it  in  this  light,  not  as  a nutter  of  a few  pence  more 
or  less,  but  what  would  be  the  benefit.  The  rates  I 
paid  last  year,  which  were  for  three  years,  I look  upon 
in  this  broad  sense ; £3  7s.  7^d.  was  what  I paid, 
and  I find  the  valuation  I am  under  at  present  would 
amount  to  £161,  and  if  a bigger  area  is  brought  in 
and  my  neighbours  are  included,  instead  of  having  to 
pay  5 d.  rate  in  three  years,  I will  have  to  pay  id., 
and  that,  even  on  the  increased  area,  will  result  in  my 
being  absolutely  nothing  more  out  of  pocket,  for  my 
neighbours  will  be  brought  in  to  share  the  burden. 

95.  But  your  neighbours  will  be  brought  in  to  a 
less  extent  than  you  1 — No  matter. 

96.  Do  the  Commissioners  supply  light  to  the  pre- 
sent boundary  ? — They  pay  for  it. 

97.  With  regard  to  the  proposed  increased  area, 
what  would  be  your  view  in  reference  to  the  Com- 
missioners supplying  it  with  light?— I believe  we 
would  have  to  do  so,  and  thereby  incur  additional 
expense,  but  I go  on  the  broad  principle  that  if  we 
get  an  increase  of  taxation  we  are  bound  to  give  value 
for  it. 

98.  Do  you  think  you  would  be  able  to  do  that, 
haring  regard  to  the  fact  that  lands  only  pay  one- 
fourth.  As  far  as  lands  are  concerned,  you  would  not 


light  them,  but  if  the  streets  were  increased  yon  would 
propose  that  any  continuously  inhabited  portion  of  the 
district  should  be  supplied  with  light,  and  that  as  to 
water  they  would  have  to  supply  themselves  ?— No 
I believe  the  Gas  Company  would  do  that  also.  ’ 

99.  You  are  aware  of  the  exception  in  the  62nd 
section  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  by  which 
lands  only  pay  one-fourth  1 — Yes. 

100.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  land  introduced 
should  continue  to  pay  one-fourth,  or  be  increased  ?— 
No ; I tbiuktlie  contribution  is  very  well  and  properly 
adjusted.  Those  people  living  in  houses  outside,  and 
visiting  the  town,  would  get  the  greatest  value. 

101.  You  are  aware  that  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  of  last  year  these  lands  are  only  to  pay  sanitary 
rate  ou  one-fouvth  ? — Yes. 

102.  Is  it  your  opinion  they  should  continue  to  pay 
that  if  they  are  brought  within  the  boundary  of  the 
town  ? — As  far  as  this  is  concerned  we  are  determined 
we  shall  separate  from  the  guardians,  and  that  we  will 
undo  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  go 
back  to  things  us  they  were  before. 

103.  That  is,  become  the  urban  sanitary  authority  ? 
—Yes,  because  I don’t  see  the  sense  of  taxing  myself 
or  my  fellow-citizens  to  the  amount  of  £15  a-year, 
when  we  can  get  the  work  done  as  well  for  £7.  I will 
put  money  in  my  pocket  by  so  doing,  and  so  will 
every  inhabitant  of  the  town. 

104.  If  you  became  the  urban  sanitary  authority 
the  lands  would  have  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  sanitary 
rate  ? — Yes ; and  when  1 talk  of  £15  and  £7, 1 speak 
of  absolute  figures.  We  are  under  salaries  to  the 
amount  of  .£30,  and  vo  would  get  half  of  that  from 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  I don’t  see  the  slightest 
use  in  our  taxing  ourselves  for  £15,  when  we  could 
get  the  work  as  vrell  done  for  .£7. 

1 05.  The  lauds  to  lie  brought  in  would  be  differently 
circumstanced,  would  you  think  it  right  there  should 
be  no  alteration  in  the  rate  they  pay  ? — No;  because 
if  you  bring  in  lands  there  is  no  expense  to  be  in- 
curred. 

106.  Then,  at  present,  as  far  iis  the  lands  are  in  a 
rural  sanitary  district,  the  tenant  gets  half  the  rate 
from  the  landlord  ? — Yes. 

107.  Do  you  think  the  rate  should  be  divided? — 
Yes. 

108.  Do  you  say  the  same  with  regard  to  the  im- 
provement rate  ? — Yes. 

109.  Then  you  are  saying  that  your  own  tenants 
should  have  power  to  deduct  half  the  rate  from  you, 
as  landlord  ? Yes ; I think  we  are  all  hound  up  in  the 
one  bundle. 

110.  What  do  you  meau  l>y  speaking  of  £15  sani- 
tary rate? — I think  the  sanitary  officer  costs  us 
somewhat  about  .£30  a year.  There  is  a sanitary 
officer  and  sub-sanitary  officer.  The  present  sanitary 
arrangements  are  more  expensive  than  under  the  old 
■regime. 

111.  Have  you  taken  any  steps  to  get  the  sanitary 
authority  transferred  to  you  ? — We  are  going,  as  soon 
as  the  boundaries  are  settled,  to  seek  to  get  back  the 
sanitary  management  of  the  town. 

112.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  way  the  roads  are 
kept  at  present  ? — Yes,  on  the  whole  we  are,  and  they 
are  improving. 

113.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  whether 
they  will  try  to  become  the  authority  over  the  roads  1 
— Not  finally,  but  it  was  under  discussion,  and  for  the 
present  we  are  not  going  to  seek  the  power,  for  we 
have  the  experience  of  other  towns  where  it  was  not 
successful,  and  we  believe  under  the  new  Grand  Jury 
Laws  we  can  get  the  work  done  properly,  and  we  are 
prepared  to  wait,  for  we  don’t  know  what  the  new 
Grand  J ury  Law  will  do  for  ua 

114.  Can  you  tell  us  whether  your  opinion  as  to  the 
extension  is  shared  by  any  number  of  the  Commis- 
sioners ? — Yes. 

115.  Then  you  are  authorized  to  speak  for  yourself, 
and  how  many  of  them  ? — I would  rather  not  state 
the  number,  but  it  is  shared  in  by  a great  many. 
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11(5.  Can  you  say  it  is  shared  in  by  ratepayers 
besides  1 — I can’t  say. 

117.  Do  you  know  is  it  objected  to  by  the  gentlemen 

whose  seats  would  be  taken  in? — Yes,  they  would 
object  to  it.  ... 

118.  Then  you  are  only  giving  as  far  sis  possible 
vouv  own  individual  views  only? — Yes,  and  in  my 
capacity  as  chairman  of  the  Commissioners,  and  I 
believe  I am  not  far  wrong  in  saying  they  are  pretty 
unanimous. 

119.  Following  the  townland  boundary  within  the 
red  line,  how  much  of  your  land  would  be  taken  in  ? 
_I  could  not  tell  how  much. 

120.  But  it  would  take  in  a very  considerable  pro- 
portion ? — Yes,  very  nearly  as  much  move  as  what  is 
in  it  now.  The  totsil  number  of  acres  I hold  is  1527. 

121.  How  much  of  that  1527  acres  is  in  the  present 
area  ? — I could  not  tell. 

122.  Independent  of  the  gentlemen's  seats  to  lie 
taken  in  by  the  proposed  extension  of  a mile  or  a mile 
and  a half,  are  there  many  fanners  who  would  be  taken 

Not  many  ; it  is  principally  people  in  the  town 

who  hold  these  accommodation  lands,  and  they  are 
the  people  who  would  be  brought  in,  and  then  their 
rate  would  be  only  three  halfpence  in  the  pound. 

123.  Do  they  use  these  lands  largely  for  grazing  ? 
— Certainly. 

12-1.  Do  they  supply  from  these  farms  produce 
for  the  town  ? — No,  I think  they  principally  use  the 
produce  for  their  own  purposes,  and  any  surplus  they 
have  they  sell  of  course. 

125.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  know  the  electoral  divisions 
of  Gorey  and  Courtown? — Yes. 

126.  I presume  we  may  take  it  that  it  would  be 
absurd  to  think  of  them  as  a boundary  ? — Yes.  There 
is  only  a very  little  portion  of  Courtown  in  the  borough, 
and  it  runs  away  to  the  sea  three  miles  from  this. 

127.  The  improvement  rate  of  one-fourth  would  be 
payable  by  those  owners  of  land  outside,  is  it  your 
opinion  that  half  should  he  borne  by  thehuullord? — Yes. 

128.  And  would  you  apply  the  same  principle  to 
lands  at  present  within  the  town? — Yes. 

129.  And  the  sanitary  rate  the  same  ?— Yes. 

Cross-examined. 

130.  Mr.  O' Dempsey. — Do  you  say  this  opinion  of 
yours  was  shared  in  unanimously? — No,  but  largely. 

131.  Upon  what  is  your  opinion  formed  that  this 
extension  would  benefit  the  town? — That  it  would 
reduce  the  taxation  to  a certain  extent  to  certain  parts, 
and  bring  in  other’s  who  sue  equally  enjoying  the 
privileges  and  not  paying  anything. 

132.  How  many  would  it  bring  in  ? — About  a dozen 
or  fifteen. 

1 33.  Have  you  counted  them? — No,  hut  I have  given 
eight  or  ten. 

134'.  Is  that  all  the  cases  ? — No. 

135.  How  many  is  the  constituency  ? — I don't  know. 

136.  What  benefit  would  extension  bestow  on  the 
ten  who  would  be  taken  in  ? — It  would  bestow  very 
considerable  benefits.  Up  to  the  present  time  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  as  you  have  been  informed, 
have  flagged  it  and  cleansed  it,  and  everything  of  that 
sort,  and  I myself  and  the  gentlemen  living  around 
enjoy  these  privileges  without  paying  for  any  of  them. 

137.  What  advantage  would  it  confer  on  these 
I«ople  within  a mile  and  a half,  more  than  on  Lady 
Esmonde,  say  ? — Yes,  a great  deal  more,  for  every  time 
she  comes  into  the  town  these  people  come  a dozen 
times,  and  the  same  answer  applies  to  the  whole  of 
them,  and  I am  sure  General  Guise  comes  in  twenty 
times  for  every  once  Lady  Esmonde  comes  in. 

1 38.  Are  there  any  other  advantages  ? — Yes,  they 
would  get  their  letters  and  telegrams  delivered  free. 


Lady  Esmonde  does  not.  It  is  well  known  what 
beuefits  people  living  near  a town  get  as  opposed  to 
persons  living  four  or  five  miles  away. 

139.  I believe  anyone  living  five  miles  away  can  get 
their  letters  by  leaving  a bag  at  the  Post  Office  1— 
Yes  ; and  they  have  to  pay  for  it. 

140.  You  will  deliver  them  free  to  Mr.  Hamilton, 
for  instance? — Yes. 

141.  Do  you  think  would  tlris  extension  be  any 
benefit  to  you? — Perhaps  it  would,  and  perhaps  it 
would  not ; and  as  far  as  I am  concerned  if  the  Com- 
missioners fix  the  boundary  at  a mile  or  a mile  and  a 
half,  I am  quite  satisfied  with  their  decision. 

142.  Do  you  think  it  would  confer  any  additional 
rights  on  you  in  respect  of  vonr  tenants? — I don’t 
believe  it  would. 

143.  Assuming  that  it  would  make  those  holdings 
brought  within  it  townparks,  would  it  confer  any 
benefit? — It  would,  and  it  would  not. 

144.  Isn’t  it  a fact  that  since  you  got  this  estate  you 
have  doubled  the  rents  ? — No,  not  all. 

145.  Well,  nearly  all? — That  is  a different  question. 

145.  Isn’t  it  a fact  that  in  one  instance  at  least  in 
which  I have  specific  instructions  you  doubled  the  rent 
within  the  boundary,  and  you  left  untouched  the  land 
in  the  same  man’s  possession  outside  the  boundary  ? — 
I did  for  the  present. 

146.  There  is  no  such  thing  in  Gorey  as  a suburb 
where  people  live  who  carry  on  business  in  the  town  ? 
— No,  except  two  or  three. 

147.  It  is  strictly  a rural  town  ? — Yes.  I believe 
there  are  only  two  who  live  outside,  and  have  business 
in  the  town. 

148.  Chairman. — You  know  several  other  towns 
well ; in  your  opinion  does  it  apply  to  them  all  that 
lands  within  a certain  distance  derive  exceptional  bene- 
fit from  their  proximity  to  the  town? — Yes. 

149.  Is  there  anything  in  the  circumstances  of  Gorey 
to  make  it  different  from  any  other  towns  1— No.  not 
the  slightest.  In  the  Keiwly  estate,  which  my  tuber 
bought  in  1863,  and  which  you  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  inspecting  presently,  yon  will  find  that  what  is  the 
case  there  is  the  case  here.  I say  the  lauds  derive 
exceptional  value.  You  will  find  it  so. 

150.  Mr.  O'Neill  told  us  it  was  the  Graud  Jury  did 
the  paving  ? — No  ; it  is  done  partly  by  them,  and  partly 
by  the  people  who  have  flags  opposite  their  houses. 

151.  General  Chase. — There  is  one  thing  that  I would 
like  to  put  to  Mr.  Kirke  with  respect-  to  his  evidence, 
and  that  is  that  he  should  define  something  of  the  ad- 
vantages which  he  says  will  result  from  extension  of 
the  boundaries.  His  reason  for  extending  the  boundary 
is,  that  it  would  give  a regular  boundary.  What  do 
you  mean  by  a regular  boundary,  and  what  advantages 
does  it  give  ? — If  you  take  a statute  mile  or  an  Irish 
mile  round  from  the  market  house,  that  gives  a regular 
boundary. 

151.  What  advantage  does  that  give?— It  gives  a 
definite  thing.  Some  of  it  at  present  is  within  less 
than  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  market  house,  and 
other  parts  of  the  boundary  are  a mile  and  a quarter 
away. 

152.  What  advantage  would  that  give  ? — It  puts 
every  one  on  an  equal  footing,  because  I can’t  see  the 
fair  play  or  common  sense  of  having  a town  going  out 
a quarter  of  a mile  in  one  direction,  and  a mile  and  a 
quarter  in  another  direction. 

153.  But  that  is  owing  to  the  shape  of  the  town?-  - 
Yes ; and  a radius  of  a mile  will  bring  it  in. 

154.  But  is  there  any  specific  reason  why  that  ex- 
tension would  confer  especial  advantage? — It  is  just  to 
bring  every  person  within  a certain  fixed  distance  of  a 
given  point  in  the  town  within  the  radius,  and  to  cause 
them  to  pay. 


GOXEY. 

Feb.  24,  1879. 
William  M. 


Michael  Joseph  Redmond,  examined. 

165.  Chairman. — Are  you  a Commissioner  1 — I was  156.  You  Are  » To™  Commissioner  at  present!- 

Chairman  of  the  Commissioners  before  Mr.  Kirke,  and  Yes. 

I wish  to  give  my  evidence,  subject  to  the  condition  157.  And  you  have  been  Cbamnsn  ■—*«>. 

that  any  alteration  of  the  boundary  will  not  cause  158.  And  you  own  land  outside  the  town?- Yes. 

tenants  to  lose  then-  tenant  right.  159.  Do  the  owners  of  land  receive  greafeyent  out 


Michael  J. 
Redmond. 
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of  tlieir  land  owing  to  its  proximity  to  the  town  ? — Of 
course  any  land  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town 
is  rented  at  a great  deal  higher  than  land  outside. 

160.  Then,  as  I understand  you,  you  are  in  favour 
of  extension,  but  that  is  on  the  understanding  that  such 
extension  shall  not  interfere  with  any  rights  that  exist 
at  present,  in  favour  of  the  occupiers  of  those  outside 
lands  under  the  Land  Act,  or  with  any  privileges  they 
have  ? — Yes.  I am  a very  large  contributor. 

161.  Have  you  considered  the  extent  to  which  this 
extension  should  go,  bearing  in  mind  that  we  arc  to 
take  care  to  keep  the  townlands  boundaries  as  the 
boundaries  of  the  town  ? — No ; I could  not  suggest  any 
particular  extension. 

162.  How  far  would  you  say  that  lands  derive  from 
the  present  borough  that  exceptional  advantage?— 
That  is  a very  difficult  question.  Some  parts  of  the 
townland  derive  more  advantage  than  in  other  direc- 
tions. 

163.  But,  as  a general  question,  within  wliat  radius 
would  you  say  the  land  derives  this  advantage? — 
I would  rather  not  decide  any  particular  distance. 

164.  But  we  must  depend  to  a great  extent  on  the 
distance  to  which  the  land  derives  additional  advantage? 
— I would  extend  the  boundary  considerably  in  some 
directions. 

165.  Why  in  some  directions  more  than  others? — 
Because  I would  make  the  township  more  regular  ; it 
extends  more  in  one  direction  than  another. 

166.  Would  you  extend  it  more  north  or  south  or 
east  or  west  ? — I am  not  able  to  answer  that  question. 

167.  Taking  a circle  of  a mile  from  the  centre  of  the 
town  would  bring  in  the  railway,  and  they  pay  no 
rates  at  present? — It  would  be  very  desirable  to  bring 
them  into  the  township. 

168.  If  you  were  to  extend  the  boundary  to  the 
north-east  and  to  take  in  the  railway,  would  it  not  he 
fan-  to  extend  the  boundary  correspondingly  round 
other  portions  of  the  town? — I don’t  feel  competent  to 
give  an  opinion  on  that. 

169.  But  at  all  events  you  are  of  opinion  it  should 
be  extended  some  distance  beyond  the  present  bound- 
aries?— Yes.  Of  course,  subject  to  the  condition  I 
have  mentioned  as  to  the  Land  Act. 

170.  Have  you  formed  auy  opinion  as  to  the  rating 
of  these  lands  that  would  be  brought  in,  and  whether 
they'  should  continue  to  pay  one-fourth  ? — Yes  ; I think 
they  should  pay  one-fourth. 

171.  Have  you  considered  the  question,  whether  if 


they  are  brought  within  the  borough  half  of  the  rat- 
should  be  paid  l>y  the  landlord  ? — 1 think  it  should* 

172.  Have  you  considered,  with  regard  to  the  lands 
to  be  brought  in,  and  that  would  only  have  to  pav 
one-fourth  of  the  improvement  rate  as  at  present 
whether  the  whole  of  the  district  to  he  brought  in 
should  get  the  benefit  of  light  from  the  municipal 
Commissioners,  or  would  you  consider  it  would  be 
enough  to  give  light  in  any  continuously  inhabited 
district  ? — That  is  all  we  could  be  expected*  to  do.  The 
mere  land  would  not  want  light. 

Cross-examined. 

173.  Mr.  O' Dempsey. — Are  there  any  lamps  wanted 
at  all  ? — There  are  dozens  wanted  if  we  could  afford  to 
put  them  up. 

174.  Have  you  formed  no  opinion  at  all  as  to  wliat 
advantages  would  he  derived  by  the  persons  to  be 
brought  in? — No. 

175.  You  have  not  formed  any  opinion  on  tlie 
subject? — No ; but  I think  they  have  a perfect  right  to 
pay  for  the  accommodation  of  having  the  town  to  come 
into,  having  such  a place  to  resort  to  for  different 
purposes. 

176.  Can  you  point  to  any  special  advantage  they 
have? — No. 

177.  Would  the  fact  of  their  being  near  the  town, 
within  a mile,  for  instance,  give  them  in  your  opinion 
auy  additional  advantages  over  the  people  who  were 
say  three  miles  from  the  town? — No ; only  they  use 
the  town  often. 

17S.  The  farmer  living  a mile  from  the  town— is 
he  likely  to  use  the  town  often er  than  the  farmer  who 
is  several  miles  away  ? — Not  so  much  the  farmers  as 
the  gentiy. 

179.  Are  there  more  than  two  or  three  to  whom 
that  could  allude? — Oil  yes,  seven  or  eight. 

180.  The  great  majority  of  the  lands  are  occupied 
by  farmers  who  usc'the  lands  for  their  maintenance  ?— 
Yes,  and  it  is  an  advantage  to  them  to  have  a market 
near  them  where  they  can  dispose  of  their  articles. 

181.  Is  it  any  advantage  more  than  if  it  was  three 
miles  from  them? — It  is  very  small,  but  it  is  an  ad- 
vantage to  them. 

182.  Do  you  know  of  any  of  the  Commissioners  who 
are  in  support  of  the  extension? — I don’t  mention 
names,  but  I think  they  are  all  iu  favour  of  it.  I was 
the  only  one  who  objected  to  it. 

183.  But  they  did  not  propose  auy  resolution  ? — No. 


William 

Graham. 


William  Graham,  examined. 


184.  Chairman. — You  are  one  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners ? — I am  one  of  the  oldest  members  on  the 
Board. 

185.  Have  yon  any  land  outside  the  boundary? — 
Yes. 

186.  I may  take  it  that  your  evidence  is  given  on 
the  supposition  that  the  land  outside  to  he  brought  in 
would  not  lose  any  rights  under  the  Land  Act? — That 
is  what  I understand,  otherwise  I would  not  be  in 
favour  of  extension. 

187.  Giving  your  views  on  that  supposition,  what 
is  your  view,  do  you  think  that  the  land  to  a certain 
distance  around  the  town  does  acquire  exceptional  ad- 
vantage from  its  proximity  to  the  town  as  a market 
town  ? — I don’t  know  that.  I am  not  for  extension  at 
all.  I am  well  satisfied  with  the  boundary  as  at  present. 

188.  Do  you  think  that  the  land  within  a mile  of 
the  town  pays  more  rent  than  if  it  was  three  miles  off? 
— Some  does  and  more  does  not. 

1S9.  Is  it  your  view  as  a rule  that  the  lauds  close 
to  a market  town  derive  benefit  from  their  proximity 
to  the  town  ? — They  do  sometimes ; it  is  convenient  to 
people  to  have  a market  to  come  into. 

190.  Do  you  think  that  Gorey  affords  that  advan- 
tage ? — For  some  places. 

191.  You  know  the  present  boundary  of  the  town? 
— Yes  ; I do,  well. 

1 92.  Do  you  mean  tlrere  is  no  portion  of  the  land 
outside  the  boundary  of  Gorey  that  derives  advantage 


from  its  proximity  to  the  town,  that  the  tenant  is  not 
able  to  pay  a better  rent,  and  that  the  landlord  is  not 
able  to  get  a higher  price  for  the  land  on  account  of 
its  being  close  to  the  town  ? — What  I understand  by 
that  is  town  parks.  Some  of  them  are  paid  for  at  ex- 
orbitant sums. 

193.  Do  the  lands  outside  pay  more  rent  ? — Some 
of  them  do,  and  more  do  not. 

194.  Then  the  landlords  who  get  this  larger  rent, 
get  it  inasmuch  as  these  fields  are  in  the  nature  of 
town  fields? — Yes,  quite  right. 

195.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  anyone  ought  to  pay 
for  that  any  portion  of  the  rates  ? — I don’t  know ; it 
is  immaterial  to  me  one  way  or  the  other. 

196.  The  landlord  at  all  events  gets  a large  rent? — 
Yes. 

1 97.  And  isn’t  the  tenant  able  to  pay  the  larger 
rent  ? — I don’t  know  about  that. 

198.  How  many  acres  do  you  hold  yourself  outside 
the  present  boundaries  ? — Six  acres  twenty  perches. 

199.  Where  is  that? — Ramstown,  lower. 

200.  What  is  the  valuation  of  that  ? — The  poor  law 
valuation  is  £5  a year. 

201.  According  to  the  present  rating,  if  you  were 
brought  in,  your  rate  would  have  been  only  5d.  for 
the  last  three  years,  and  on  the  three  year’s  you  would 
pay  a penny  farthing,  and  if  you  got  half  back  from 
your  landlord,  why  it  would  not  be  more  than  a half- 
penny’ one-eighth  in  the  three  years — would  you  object 
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to  pay  that! — I would  sooner  have  the  boundary 
where  it  is. 

202.  Would  you  suggest  that  Mr.  Kirke  should  not 
be  brought  in,  or  do  you  think  he  should  pay  anything 
towards  the  town  ? — If  he  was  brought  in  he  should 
pay,  but  I don’t  think  he  has  any  right  to  pay  at  all. 


203.  Then  you  would  not  increase  the  boundary  at  Gobet. 
— No ; I would  not  be  for  the  extension  at  all ; I F<b.  34,  1879. 

think  things  are  very  well  as  they  are.  _ 

204.  Would  you  suggest  that  .the  boundaries  should  Graham, 
be  lessened  ? — I would  leave  them  as  they  are. 


William  W 

205.  Chairman. — Are  you  living  in  the  town  1 — 
I am. 

206.  How  long  have  you  been  living  here  1 — More 
than  twenty  years. 

207.  Do  you  know  the  present  municipal  bounds  ? — 
I do,  pretty  well. 

208.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  lands  outside  derive 
exceptional  value  from  their  proximity  to  the  town  ? — 
I believe  they  derive  some  benefit. 

209.  That  is,  I suppose,  that  the  occupiers  are  able 
to  buy  their  goods  and  sell  their  produce  at  the  market 
at  the  town  t— Yes,  and  draw  their  manure  from  the 
town.  It  doesn’t  take  them  so  long  to  come  into  the 
town,  or  to  the  market. 

210.  Where  do  the  people  about  draw  sand  and 
coal  from  ? — They  draw  it  from  the  railway,  and  from 
Courtown  Harbour,  and  Ballymoney. 

211.  Do  people  up  at  the  southern  side  draw  produce 
through  the  town  ? — They  do,  in  a great  measure,  any- 
one living  outside  the  town  has  to  come  through  it  to 
get  coal. 

212.  At  all  events  they  have  to  use  the  town  in 
winter  nights  when  it  is  dark? — Yes,  of  course. 

213.  And  do  you  think  it  is  advantageous  to  them 
to  have  the  town  lighted  ? — Yes,  I think  it  is  a great 
benefit  to  them  on  market  days  and  fail-  days. 

214.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  extension ; 
do  you  think  the  present  boundary  ought  to  be  ex- 
tended?— I do,  to  a certain  limit. 

215.  What  would  be  your  view  of  the  limit? — 
About  a mile. 

216.  Following  the  townland  boundaries  as  far  as 
possible? — Yes,  on  the  conditions  that  the  right  would 
not  be  interfered  with  under  the  Land  Act,  or  any 
other  Act. 

217.  Is  it  your  view  that  they  should  have  to 
pay  one-fourth  of  the  town  rate  whatever  that  may  be  ? 
— I think  it  is  very  fair. 

218.  Do  you  think  they  derive,  as  compared  with 
the  man  in  the  town,  benefit  to  the  extent  of  one- 
fourth  ? — I think  the  people  outside  derive  nearly  as 
much  benefit  as  I do. 

219.  Have  you  thought  at  all  whether  the  rate  should 
be  divided  between  the  landlord  and  tenant? — Yes, 
that  the  tenant  should  get  half  from  his  landlord.  I 
think  he  is  entitled  to  it. 


'“*■  examined.  mm- 

220.  Because  the  landlord  gets  a larger  rent  on  ^ebb- 
account  of  his  land  being  close  to  the  town  ? — He  does. 

Cross-examined. 

221.  Mr.  O'  Dempsey . — You  have  no  land  yourself? 

— No ; there  are  not  many  farmers  within  a mile  of 
the  town ; there  are  a good  many  gentlemen  about 
who  derive  benefit. 

222.  What  benefit  does  the  man  who  lives  a milt, 
away  derive  over  the  man  who  lives  three  miles  away? 

— In  the  first  place  he  has  not  so  far  to  come  to  the 
town. 

223.  Is  that  the  only  thing? — No,  he  has  othertkings, 
if  a man  lives  three  miles  away  he  would  not  come 
in  at  all,  if  there  is  a wet  day,  but  the  day  may  clear 
up  and  he  can  then  come  in  if  he  lives  near  the  town ; 
then  there  is  the  extra  wear  and  tear  on  his  cart,  and 
the  extra  time  occupied  in  coming  in  and  going  out. 

224.  How  do  you  arrive  at  the  estimate  that  one- 
fourth  is  a proper  charge  ? — I think  the  land  is  already 
charged  one-fourth,  and  that  I think  is  fair. 

225.  Do  I understand  you,  that  you  would  form  a 
different  estimate  of  the  amount  a man  should  pay 
according  to  the  distance  he  is  from  the  town  ? — The 
man  outside  doesn’t  pay  anything  at  present. 

226.  You  say  that  your  rates  as  an  occupier  in  the 
town  are  necessarily  increased  by  the  use  the  people 
outside  make  of  your  roads,  and  they  should  pay 
something? — Yes,  and  we  have  been  obliged  to  keep 
up  the  roads  for  them  up  to  the  present  time. 

227.  Might  you  not  as  well  take  in  the  barony  ? — 

No,  because  we  would  then  have  to  have  a chief 
constable  and  all  that. 

228.  I believe  there  are  a good  many  outside  against 
extension  ?— There  are  a good  many  outside  who  are 
owners  of  land,  and  are  in  favour  of  extension,  only 
they  are  afraid  their  rights  will  be  taken  away  under 
the  Land  Act. 

229.  General  Guise.— As  to  the  disadvantages  to 
the  town  by  reason  of  this  coal  being  assumed  to  go 
through  the  town,  I should  like  to  ask  how  many  of 
those  who  will  be  brought  in  under  the  extension  will 
be  likely  to  use  much  of  the  lighting  of  the  town  in 
bringing  in  coal,  because  it  seems  to  me,  that^  myself, 
and  a great  many  who  would  be  brought  in,  don’t  derive 
any  such  advantage. 


Richard  Creighton,  examined. 


Richard 

Creighton. 


230.  Chairman. — You  are  clerk  of  the  Gorey  Union? 
— Yes. 

231.  You  live  in  the  borough  at  present? — I do. 

232.  Are  you  a rated  occupier  ? — Yes. 

233.  How  much  land  do  you  hold  outside  the 
boundary? — About  twenty-four  statute  acres. 

234.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  twenty-four 
acres  ? — Upwards  of  £30  a year. 

235.  Do  yon  pay  a higher  rent  for  that  on  account 
of  your  proximity  to  the  town? — I am  very  doubtful 
on  the  point,  I hardly  think  I do ; my  laud  is  con- 
sidered a farm,  and  has  always  been  considered  such, 
and  not  a town  park. 

236.  Don’t  you  pay  more  for  tire  same  quality  of 
land  having  regard  to  its  being  so  close  to  the  town, 
than  you  would  pay  for  the  same  quality  of  land  out 
in  the  country?— Not  myself,  as  I am  situated. 

237.  But  suppose  that  land  was  in  the  market,  and 
that  you  were  not  tenant  of  it  at  all,  don’t  you  think 
that  the  landlord  would  get  more  rent  for  that  farm 
on  account  of  its  being  so  close  to  the  town  than  if  it 


ras  three  miles  away  ? — Not  as  a farm  ; if  it  was  cut 
p and  let  in  small  lots  it  would  let  for  move. 

238.  But  suppose  it  was  put  up  tor  sale  in  the 
iarket,  don’t  you  think  it  would  bring  more  on  account 
f its  proximity  to  Gorey  ? — No,  I dou’t  think  it  would. 
jnA  hn*  been  sold  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
f Gorey,  at  Mr.  Ram’s  sale,  for  less  than  land  three 
r four  miles  away. 

239  Do  you  think  that  land  withm  a mile  of  the 
3wn  does  derive  advantage  from  its  proximity  to  the 
iarket?— That  all  depends  oil  the  town.  In  Juhuh- 
orthv  and  Wexford  there  arc  suburbs,  anl  there  is  a 
remendously  large  population,  but  there  is  really  no 
iarket  in  Gorey  for  market  produce.  People  three 
liles  out  get  the  same  price  for  their  potato® ' “ m 
he  town,  and  there  is  no  difference  except  tee  distenee. 

240.  Do  they  frequent  the  town  as  a market  town? 

_?4l’  Do  they  frequent  the  town  after  night  ?— Yes, 
iri  market  days  as  much  as  the  town  people. 

242.  And  isn't  that  a benefit  to  them  %— Not  more 
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Richard 

Creighlon. 


than  to  the  people  living  three  or  four  miles  oil',  and 
when  Lord  Corn-town  is  at  home,  or  Lady  Esmonde, 
they  make  as  much  use  of  the  town  as  General  Guise 
or  Mr.  Hamilton  or  Mr.  Kirke.  The  boundaries  of 
the  townlands  are  all  irregular,  and  unless  you  cut 
houses  and  land  you  will  have  to  take  the  townlaud 
boundaries.  There  are  only  a few  acres  of  Gorey  Coi-- 
poration  lauds  outside  the  townships. 

243.  Mr.  Cotton. — Why  did  they  do  that  w ith  the 
Gorey  Corporation  land  ? — I could  not  tell  you.  I 
think  it  was  a mistake  in  making  it  so.  Gorey  is  an 
old  Corporation,  and  under  the  Irish  Parliament  it  sent 
a member  to  Parliament,  mid  I think  these  boundaries 
were  fixed  then. 

244.  Chairman. — Do  the  people  living  outside 
supply  milk  and  butter  to  the  town  ? — No,  the  people 
living  in  the  town  have  nearly  all  fields  of  their  own  ; 
the  greater  pai-t  of  them  are  within  the  town  at  present. 

245.  Do  they  buy  milk  ? — Yes,  from  shopkeepers. 

246.  Where  do  the  shopkeepers  get  it  from? — 
From  the  fields  outside. 

247.  And  don’t  they  derive  advantage  in  that  way  1 
— It  is  very  trifliug. 

248.  But  there  is  a very  large  acreage  to  he  brought 
in  ? — Take  for  instance  the  articles  of  butter  and  milk, 
there  ai-e  people  coming  in  for  three  miles  and  selling 
it  for  the  same  price  as  the  shopkeepers,  and  they  get 
no  greater  advantage  than  the  man  a mile  off. 

249.  That  admits  they  get  some  advantage  ? — Yes, 
they  save  half-an-houv  in  the  transit,  and  they  must 
have  some  one  to  send  in  with  it  and  a horse  and  cart, 
but  the  people  in  the  town  must  have  the  same.  I 
would  like  to  disabuse  your  mind  about  the  sanitary 
act.  Mr.  Kirke  made  a great  mistake  about  the  sani- 
tary act.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  ,£15  saving  at  all. 
There  is  no  sanitary  expense  here  except  the  water 
rate,  which  is  one  penny  in  the  pound  on  the  average. 
It  is  twopence  this  year. 

250.  Mr.  Cotton. — On  what  district  is  that  one 


pomiy  sanitary  rate  struck  1 — It  is  on  eight  WoW 
of  the  electoral  division  in  the  town,  and  two  outside,- T 
251.  What  arc  the  names  of  them  ?— Ballvowen  ™ 
Ramsfort  Park,  Olonattiu,  Lower,  Creagh  Demesn 
Gorey  Corporation  lands  within  and  without  the  town 
Gorey-liill,  Kuockmullen,  Romstown,  Lower  Clm.J 
bridge,  and  Mill  Lands.  ’ -7" 


252.  That  rate  was  for  the  water  supply  ? Yes 

253.  Water  is  not  supplied  outside  the  present 
boundary  ?— No,  sir  : I think  water  is  supplied  in  one 
case  outside  the  boundary.  There  is  a fountain. 

254.  And  many  of  these  townlands  thougli  rated 
for  the  water  are  not  supplied  with  water?— They  are 
not. 

255.  Did  the  guardians  fixed  that  rating  ?— Yes. 
With  regard  to  the  sanitary  rate,  if  the  Commissioners 
take  the  sanitary  rate  it  will  he  altogether  a new  and 
additional  expense.  The  cost  of  the  staff  in  the  union 
is  at  present  less  than  one  farthing  in  the  pound.  The 
Town  Commissioners  will  have  to  pay  a sanitary  staff. 
They  will  have  to  pay  three  or  perhaps  four  officials) 
and  that  will  he  an  additional  expense  on  the  town 
rates  just  in  the  same  way  as  county  officers  would 
have  to  he  paid  if  they  took  up  the  Grand  Jury  rates. 
I suppose  there  is  no  use  in  my  entering  ray  'protest 
against  my  rights  being  taken  away. 

250.  Are  you  against  extension  of  the  boundary 
irrespective  of  that  question  ? — I am. 

257.  Suppose  there  was  an  extension  of  a mile,  what 
would  be  the  increase  in  the  population  within  the 
district  ? — It  would  be  very  little.  It  is  very  slightly 
populated. 

258.  Would  there  be  many  farmers  brought  in  who 
are  resident  on  small  farms  outside  the  present  bound- 
ary ? — There  would. 

259.  That  is  persons  not  living  in  the  town? — Yes. 

260.  About  how  many  ? — Fifteen  about. 

261.  And  there  would  he  about  eight  or  ten  gentle- 
men’s places  brought  in  ? — Yes. 


General  Guise. 


General  Guise  examined. 


262.  Chairman. — You  live  outside  the  town? — 
Yes. 

263.  You  know  the  present  boundaries? — I have  a 
sort  of  vague  idea  of  them  ; they  are  not  very  strongly 
defined ; they  went  on  the  fact  of  townlands. 

264.  And  we  are  directed  still  to  keep  as  near  town- 
land  boundaries  as  possible  ; is  it  your  opinion  there 
should  be  any  extension  ? — I can’t  see  the  least  reason 
for  it  If  any  reason  can  be  shown,  I will  he  prepared 
to  consider  it,  but  I can’t  see  any  reason  for  it. 

265.  Take  any  market  town  in  Ireland ; is  it  your 
opinion  that  the  lands  within  a mile  or  so  of  the  centre 
of  the  town  don’t  derive  some  exceptional  benefit  from 
their  proximity  to  the  town  ? — That  depends  on  cir- 
cumstances. I can  well  understand  that  in  Ennis- 
corthy  for  instance  they  are  getting  a benefit  from  the 
town,  in  the  sale  of  produce  to  the  people  in  the  town, 
hut  here  it  is  different,  and  I can’t  see  the  benefit 
exactly. 

266.  With  regard  to  your  own  residence,  don’t  you 
use  the  town  yourself? — I never  use  the  town  except- 
ing it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  town.  For  instance  I 
come  in  to  petty  sessions  once  a fortnight,  and  I come 
to  the  poor-house,  and  I use  the  church  in  the  same  way 
as  if  I lived  in  one  of  these  rural  places  j hut  I don’t 
see  what  exceptional  benefit  arises  from  that  point,  for 
I would  use  the  church  the  same  if  it  was  not  in  the 
town  at  all. 

267.  Do  you  use  Gorey  as  a market  town  ? Well 

there  are  markets  all  round ; there  is  a market  at 
Glenogue  hill,  and  according  to  that  view  you  should  go 
there  and  extend  the  hounds  too.  Mr.  Creighton  has 
corroborated  the  view  I hold,  that  there  is  no  increase 
of  value  given  by  the  proximity  of  the  lands  to  the 
town.  I certainly  don’t  think  there  is,  and  I certainly 


don’t  use  this  town  much  at  night — I can  answer 
for  that. 

268.  Don’t  you  use  Gorey  as  a town  for  buying  your 
marketing? — Very  little,  and  whatever  use  I do  make 
of  it  is  because  I wish  to  assist  the  people  in  the  town, 
and  it  is  only  for  that  reason  I come  to  it  at  all.  I 
could  get  the  articles  in  many  cases  cheaper  down  from 
Dublin,  so  that  it  is  only  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
the  people  in  the  town  that  I deal  in  it.  One  likes  to 
help  one’s  neighbour  when  he  can,  and  I think  it  is 
right  that  I should  assist  the  town  whenever  I can ; 
but  in  some  cases  I find  the  difference  is  so  great  it  is 
better  to  get  the  goods  from  Dublin. 

269.  Have  you  much  land  yourself  ? — No.  I don’t 
attempt  tillage  ; I have  only  about  twenty-four  Irish 
acres. 

270.  What  is  your  valuation  ? — I believe  it  is  £66. 

271.  Don’t  you  think  you  derive  advantage  to  the 
extent  of  half  one-fourth  the  rate  ? — Well,  that  is  very 
small,  but  what  is  there  to  stop  this  rate,  or  to  keep 
it  at  that  infinitesimal  value  ? Suppose  a liberal  Town 
Council  came  in  and  began  all  sorts  of  improvements, 
where  would  the  rate  he  then  and  what  could  we  do  ? 

272.  According  to  their  present  power  they  can 
only  go  up  to  one  shilling  and  not  beyond  it?— Well, 
I would  not  like  to  see  it  at  one  shilling. 

Cross-examined. 

27 3.  Mr.  O’ Dempsey. — You  have  your  own  resid- 
ence and  a number  of  houses  on  your  land  ? — I have 
my  own  house. 

274.  And  under  this  scheme  any  house  taken  hi 
would  be  rated  at  the  full  amount  ? — Yes. 

275.  And  not  one-fourth  1 — No,  and  as  to  the  coal, 
none  of  ns  out  there  come  under  that  objection.  There 
might  he  something  in  the  objection  if  it  concerned  us. 
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Michael  Kelly,  examined. 


o-(j  Chairman. — You  are  a ratepayer  an  tlie  town 
ofGorey  1 — Yes,  sir. 

277.  Have  you  laud  outside  the  boundary  ? — 

^278.  What  is  your  valuation  1 — 1 can’t  tell. 

279.  Is  it  your  opinion  the  boundary  should  be  ex- 
tended 1 I think  in  a small  place  like  this  it  doesn’t 

require  it.  It  is  a very  small  little  market  town ; it 
is  not  like  a large  place. 

280.  Do  you  think  the  people  having  farms  round 

the  town  and  living  outside  the  boundary  don’t  get 
advantage  from  the  lighting  of  this  town,  and  don’t 
„se  it] I don’t  think  they  get  much  advantage. 

281.  Do  you  think  they  get  any  advantage? — They 
might  get  a little,  but  I don’t  think  it  could  be  any 
great  advantage  to  them. 

282.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  whether 
some  of  these  farmers  close  to  the  town  sell  milk  and 
butter  1 — Yes ; and  they  sell  it  four  or  five  miles  away 
as  well. 

2S3.  But  the  people  near  the  town  sell  them  too  ? 
—Yes  ; and  the  people  far  out  sell  them  too. 

284.  But  the  people  far  out  don’t  get  the  same  ad- 
vantage 1 — Yes,  to  a great  extent ; the  first  markets 
are  not  so  early,  and  they  have  more  time  to  come  in. 

2S5.  Doesn’t  it  take  more  time,  for  instance,  for  the 
man  who  lives  several  miles  away  to  come  into  the 


town  than  the  man  who  lives  outside  it  ? — Of  course 
it  does. 

286.  And  the  man  whose  time  is  occupied  must  be 
paid  ? — Of  course,  but  the  difference  is  nothing. 

287.  Is  it  youx'  opinion  that  the  fact  of  bringing  in 
anybody  would  lessen  your  rate,  and  do  you  still 
believe,  after  what  you  have  heard,  that  they  should 
not  be  brought  in  ? — I am  quite  willing  to  pay  the 
rates  I am  paying  in  the  town. 

288.  Do  you  think  these  people  outside  should  not 
pay  something  to  help  you  with  the  rates  1 — I think 
what  they  would  pay  would  not  make  a great  differ- 
ence. 

2S9.  But  no  matter  whether  it  only  made  a differ- 
ence of  £2  or  £3  a year  ? — I don't  think  they  get 
much  benefit  from  it.  There  is  not  one  here  after 
night. 

290.  Having  heard  the  matter  explained,  are  you 
still  of  opinion  that  this  extension  is  not  necessary  ? — 
Yes. 

291.  And  that  the  people  around  derive  no  sub- 
stantial advantage  from  the  town  ? — No. 

292.  General  Guise. — Wc  have  to  pay  for  the 
light  we  use,  and  as  to  flagging,  it  appears  to  have 
been  half  paid  by  the  couuty,  and  we  are  entitled, 
therefore,  to  half  of  the  flagging,  but  the  town  is 
getting  the  extra  value  out  of  it,  yet  they  only  paid 
half  of  it. 


GoBET. 

Veb.  74,  1879. 
Michael  Kelly. 


William  Reynolds,  examined. 


293.  Chairman. — Are  you  living  in  the  town? — 
Yes. 

294.  Are  you  a rated  occupier  1 — Yes. 

295.  Have  you  land  outside  the  present  boundary  ? 
— Some. 

296.  How  much  have  you  outside  the  present 
boundary  ? — Three  and  a half  acres  in  one  place,  and 
five  in  another. 

297.  Would  the  land  be  brought  in  by  the  mile 
radius  ? — One  part  of  it  would,  and  the  other  would 
not. 

298.  What  is  the  part  that  would  be  within  the 
radius  valued  at? — £4  10s.,  and  I pay  £9  for  it. 

299.  Am  I right  in  thinking  you  pay  that  larger 
rent  because  the  land  is  so  close  to  the  town  1 — I think 
it  is  on  that  account,  or  rather  the  improvements  I 
have  made  on  the  land. 

300.  Would  that  laud  he  as  valuable  suppose  it  was 
three  miles  from  the  town? — Not  quite. 

301.  Then  it  derives  some  advantage  by  being  near 
the  town  ? — Yes. 

302.  And  it  is  more  valuable  to  the  landlord  because 
he  gets  the  larger  rent  for  it? — He  gets  a larger  rent 

303.  And  it  is  more  value  to  you  because  it  is  so 
close  to  the  town  ? — It  is  not  so  very  close,  but  it  is 
within  a mile. 

304.  Do  you  sell  produce  ? — No. 

305.  You  use  that  for  your  family  purposes  ? — Yes. 

306.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  there  should  be  exten- 
sion or  not  ? — I believe  it  would  be  injurious  to  the 
whole  inhabitants  of  the  town  to  have  any  extension. 

307.  Do  you  mean  that,  as  confined  to  the  rate- 
payers who  have  no  land,  or  to  those  who  have  land  ? 
— I have  heard  a great  deal  about  reduction  of  the 


rates  ; they  are  small  now,  and  I think  that  instead  of 
a reduction  they  would  be  increased  by  the  increasing 
of  our  boundaries. 

308.  Why  do  you  tbink  so  ? — Because  there  would 
h j a staff  of  officials  employed  that  is  not  now  em- 
ployed, and  then  their  salaries  would  come  out  of  our 
rates. 

309.  What  staff  do  you  allude  to  ?— The  sanitary 
town  inspector,  and  all  that. 

310.  At  present,  taking  in  a mile,  or  whatever  you 
would  take  in,  would  not  make  you  the  urban  sanitary 
authority  ? — No,  nor  give  power  to  hike  iu  the  roads. 

311.  But  they  may  have  power  over  the  roads  if 
they  apply  for  it  ?— Then  there  would  be  about  eleven 
miles  of  road  about  the  town  to  be  repaired  by  us. 

312.  At  present  they  have  not  the  roads,  nor  can 
they  get  them  without  what  is  tantamount  to  an  Act 
of  Parliament  ?— But  they  intend  to  look  for  the  sani- 


tary power. 

313.  With  regard  to  the  existing  state  of  facts, 
what  is  your  opinion  as  to  extension,  leaving  the  other 
questions  about  roads  and  sanitary  matters  out  of 
sicht  for  the  present?— My  opinion  is  it  would  be 
injurious  to  the  inhabitants ; they  would  suffer  from  it 

314.  That  is,  that  in  the  future  they  would  suffer? 


315  You  are,  I believe,  one  of  the  largest  business 
en  in  the  town?— I have  a large  business  in  the 
iwn ; my  poor  law  valuation  is  £35. 

316  Is  this  land  a mile  away  more  valuable  than 
,nd  two  miles  off?— Just  the  difference  there  is  in 
irting  manure  or  bringing  in  a cow. 

317.  It  would  cost  you  more  if  it  was  two  miles  on  . 


William 

Reynolds. 


Thomas  Mulligan  examined. 


318.  Chairman. — You  are  a rated  occupier  in  the 
town? — Yes. 

319.  And  have  land  outside  the  town? — Yes ; about 
170  acres. 

320.  Would  it  all  be  within  a mile  from  the  town? 
— Yes.  I have  some  within  the  township  boundary ; 
about  two  and  a half  acres. 

321.  Do  you  think  this  land  you  have  round  the 


i is  not  more  valuable  than  if  it  was  three  miles 
—Well,  I have  made  it  valuable  to  myself.  I have 
L far  away  that  was  more  valuable.  It  was  no 
Le  to  me  until  I made  it  valuable. 

22.  How  did  you  do  that  ?— By  my  own  labour  and 
mre  I have  a farm  some  two  miles  away,  mid  t 
Id  have  made  it  valuable  nearly  as  cheap  as  this. 

23.  Take  the  land  you  have  at  present  within  the 


TIiumu 

Mulligan- 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Gokey. 
Feb;  24,  1879. 

Thomas 

Mulligan. 


Bernard  Flood 


James  Doyle. 


John  Dojle 
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township  boundary.  Does  it  cost  you  less  to  manure 
that  than  land  further  off? — Well,  the  two  and  a half 
acres  within  the  boundary,  I had  no  way  of  getting 
manure  to  it  unless  on  a man’s  back,  until  I cut  away 
four  and  a half  feet  of  rock. 

324.  In  reclaiming  land  can  you  not  reclaim  land 
close  to  the  town  for  less  than  land  further  off? — No ; 
because  I can  get  labour  cheaper  out  there  than  near 
the  town. 

325.  But  you  can  draw  manure  easier  to  the  place 
that  is  close  to  the  town  ? — But  I could  keep  a horse 
cheaper  out  there  than  in  the  town. 

326.  Then  you  have  no  advantage.  Is  it  your 
opinion  that  your  two  and  a half  acres  should  be  taken 
off  the  town  ?— I paid  only  £6  for  that  when  I got  it, 


and  now  I pay  £13  for  it,  and  that  is  all  o\vin«  tom 
own  labour  on  it  improving  it.  ° “I 

327.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  we  should  put  tw 
field  you  have  in  the  town  outside  the  boundary 
doesn’t  matter  where  you  put  it;  but  I know  it  would 
be  a great  injury  to  the  people  of  the  town  to  have  the 
boundaiy  exteuded. 

328.  That  is  that  it  would  be  injurious  to  the  peonk 
in  the  town  who  have  laud  outside ? — We  woulilliav 
no  protection  of  our  rights.  My  opinion,  and,  a3  far  as 
I know,  the  opinion  of  all  persons  outside  would  be 
against  being  taken  in  on  any  terms  if  they  are  to  lose 
the  benefit  of  the  Land  Act.  I have  lost  my  rkht 
under  the  Land  Act  in  respect  to  this  small  bit  of 
land. 


Bernard  Flood,  examined. 


329.  Chairman. — Are  you  a ratepayer  in  the  town 
of  Gorey  ? — I am. 

330.  And  you  have  land  outside  the  town  ? — Yes, 
and  inside  also,  and  I have  about  five  landlords. 

331.  Are  you  for  or  against  any  extension  of  the 
boundary  of  the  town  ? — 1 am  against  any  extension  ; 
no  matter  how  it  goes  I am  against  it. 

332.  How  much  land  have  you  outside  the  boundary 
of  the  town? — About  thirty-eight  acres,  and  I am 
afraid  they  might  lay  the  claw  on  it  too. 

333.  "What  is  your  valuation  ? — £30  a year. 

334.  Don’t  you  think  you  pay  more  for  it  because 
it  is  near  the  town  ? — I don’t  know. 


335.  Where  is  the  land  that  is  outside  the  boundaiy  j 
— It  is  a good  distance  off. 

336.  Then,  except  what  you  have  in  the  town,  your 
land  is  a mile  and  a half  away  ? — Yes. 

337.  Is  there  any  of  it  within  a mile  ? — No. 

338.  Do  you  tliiuk  this  extension  would  be  any 
substantial  benefit  to  the  town  1 — No  ; I think  it  would 
be  more  harm  than  good. 

339.  Suppose  any  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood 
was  to  make  the  town  a present  of  £25  a year  in  aid 
of  the  rates,  would  that  be  any  benefit? — I don’t  think 
it  would.  He  would  want  something  in  return  for  it. 


James  Doyle,  examined. 


340.  Chairman. — Are  you  a ratepayer  in  the  town  ? 
t—I  am. 

341.  And  have  you  land  outside  the  town  also  ? — 
Yes. 

342.  Within  the  mile  radius  ? — Yes. 

343.  How  much  land  have  you  outside  the  town 
boundaiy  ? — About  three  acres  within  a mile  of  the 
town. 

344.  What  is  the  rent  of  that  land  ?— £6  17s.  Gel. 
a year. 

345.  Do  you  think  it  is  more  valuable  by  reason  of 


John  Doy 

34S.  Chairman. — Do  you  live  in  the  town  of  Gorey  ? 
— I do. 

349.  Are  you  rated  in  the  town  ? — My  father  is, 
hut  he  is  not  able  to  attend  here  to-day. 

350.  Has  he  any  land  outside  the  boundary? — Yes. 

351.  Within  a mile  of  the  town  ? — Yes,  and  outside 
a mile. 

352.  Within  a mile  of  the  town  how  much  laud  has 
he  ?-r-About  20  acres. 

353.  Does  he  pay  more  rent  for  that  20  acres  of 
land  because  it  is  so  close  to  the  town  ? — He  has  to 
pay  for  it  on  account  of  improvements  he  made  in  it 
himself.  It  was  worth  nothing  when  he  got  it. 

354.  But  suppose  your  father  had  liberty  to  assign 
it  or  to  sell  it  ? — He  has  not  liberty. 

355.  Is  it  more  valuable  to  the  landlord  through 
being  so  close  to  the  town?— To  the  landlord  it  is,  but 
to  the  tenant  it  is  not. 

356.  Don’t  you  think  if  your  father  was  out  cf  that 
farm,  and  the  landlord  wanted  to  set  it,  he  could  get 
more  from  a good  tenant  for  it? — He  could  not  have 
better  than  my  father. 

357.  But  isn’t  it  more  valuable  by  reason  of  its 
proximity  to  the  town?  —No,  it  is  more  value  further 
off  The  land  near  the  town  is  bad  on  account  of 
vermin  of  all  sorts. 


its  being  close  to  the  town  ? — It  is  more  for  accommoda- 
tion than  anything  else  we  have  it.  I have  a bouse 
in  the  town,  hut  I don’t  live  in  it ; I live  within  three 
miles  of  it. 

346.  Don’t  you  send  your  produce  from  this  three 
acres  into  the  town? — I never  got  4 <7.  out  of  it  these 
tln-ee  years,  only  what  I brought  into  it. 

347.  What  is  tho  value  of  the  three  acres  ? — £G  10s. 
or  thereabouts.  I think  it  is  better  to  leave  us  as  we 
are. 


le,  examined. 

358.  The  laud  further  oft*  is  better  ? — Yes.  There 
is  some  of  my  father’s  land  iuside  the  town,  and  what 
was  inside  was  raised  from  £G  to  £13,  and  the  land 
outside  was  not  raised  at  all. 

359.  The  outside  land  was  not  raised  ? — No,  what 
was  inside  the  corporation  was  raised,  and  what  was 
outside  was  left  as  it  was. 

360.  Your  opinion  is  that  at  all  events  taking  even 
a mile  radius  round  the  town  the  land  is  not  more 
valuable  in  the  market  than  land  three  miles  off?— I 
think  it  is  as  valuable  outside  the  town. 

361.  But  is  it  more  valuable  ? — I can’t  exactly  say. 
I know  we  have  land  four  miles  from  the  town,  and 
it  is  more  valuable  than  land  that  is  inside  the  town, 
and  as  to  the  milk,  if  it  was  as  dear  as  whiskey  it 
would  not  pay  the  rent. 

362.  Mr.  Cotton. — Would  you  be  in  favour  of 
having  the  boundary  lessened  ? — I think  everyone  is 
satisfied  with  it  os  it  is,  gentry,  farmers,  and  shop- 
keepers. 

363.  And  you  don’t  want  anybody  to  come  in  to 

help  the  town  ? — No,  the  town  is  very  well  satisfied  to 
pay  their  rates,  and  I think  the  farmers  who  are  coming 
into  the  town  have  rates  enough  on  them  outside  the 
mile — Biore  than  they  are  able  to;  pay.  > 
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Mr.  Cliff  Owen,  examined. 


3G4.  Chairman. — Are  you  at  present  within  the 
town  boundary  ? — No,  I am  outside  it  I live  at 

Knoekmullen.  . 

365.  Would  you  be  brought  in  by  the  mile  radius  1 
—Yes.  I am  about  an  eighth  of  a mile  outside  the  town. 

366.  How  much  land  have  you? — I have  a very 
old  leasehold  on  it.  A great  deal  of  money  has  been 
spent,  and  it  is  very  cheap. 

367.  Suppose  that  land  was  in  the  market  would  it 
brin"  more  on  account  of  its  proximity  to  the  town, 
than"  if  it  was  three  miles  off? — It  might,  as  villa 
residences,  but  I don’t  think  the  land  would  be  any- 
thing more. 

368.  For  instance  would  not  the  farmer  have  facili- 
ties for  netting  manure  from  the  town  ? — He  would,  but 
two  or  three  miles  off  he  would  have  the  same  facilities. 
There  is  no  daily  market,  it  is  only  a weekly  market. 

369.  But  the  man  who  is  closer  to  the  town  saves 
time  and  he  must  have  similar  advantages  in  other 
respects  1 — I think  the  advantages  extend  to  a certain 
area  for  those  who  use  Gorey,  and  I think  these  people 
improve  the  town,  and  if  they  did  not  come  in  the 
shopkeepers  would  not  be  able  to  live. 

370.  Still  they  use  the  town  and  the  shopkeepers 
•ret  the  advantage  from  their  coming  in? — Yes. 

° 371.  And  you  also  have  the  advantage  of  having 
close  at  your  door  the  opportunity  of  buying  under 
more  advantageous  terms  than  if  you  were  three  or 
four  miles  off? — Not  sufficient  to  cause  us  to  he  brought 
in  to  the  boundaiy. 

372.  Do  you  think  you  ought  to  pay  anything,  let 
it  be  the  smallest  coin  you  can  imagine,  towards  the 
lighting  and  keeping  up  of  the  town  ?— My  idea  is 
that  that  argument  would  just  as  well  apply  to  an 
area  of  three  or  four  miles,  and  to  all  the  people  who 
use  the  town. 

373.  Yes,  but  it  would  be  very  hard  to  increase  the 
town  out  to  that  distance  1 — I think  the  circular  line 
has  attracted  a good  many  people ; it  looks  a compact 
and  nice  boundary.  If  the  boundary  was  extended  a 
mile  it  would  be  as  irregular,  for  it  would  go  by  town- 
land  boundaries. 

374.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  think  that  in  the  extension 
of  any  town  it  would  be  advisable  to  keep  to  townland 
boundaries  as  much  as  possible  ? — I think  it  would  be 
much  more  convenient  for  the  collection  of  taxes.  I 
am  a tax  collector  myself,  and  I know  it  is  very  incon- 
venient when  townlands  run  into  one  another. 

375.  It  would  be  an  advantage  to  adhere  to  the 
townland  boundaries  ? — Yes,  I think  the  boundaries 
should  be  the  same  ; it  would  facilitate  the  collection 
of  rates  if  the  town  boundaries  and  the  townland 
boundaries  were  the  same.  We  have  no  guarantee 


that  we  will  not  be  contracted  out  of  the  Land  Act, 
and  as  to  the  railway,  it  benefits  as  much  by  the  town 
as  the  town  by  the  railway  ; if  I was  owner  of  Knock- 
mullen  in  fee,  I would  vote  for  the  extension  of  the 
boundary  to  Knockmullen. 

376.  What  would  be  your  reason  for  that? — I would 
get  more  for  it  if  let  to  a tenant,  but  there  would  1* 
a chance  of  doing  away  with  the  goodwill  of  it,  if  the 
boundary  was  extended,  at  present ; I have  a certain 
goodwill  of  the  lands,  and  if  they  were  brought  in  I 
would  be  jeopardising  that. 

377.  But  suppose  you  were  absolutely  protected 
against  anything  of  that  kind,  would  you  be  for  ex- 
tension, particularly  if  you  would  only  have  to  pay 
one-fourth  of  the  valuation,  and  half  of  it  should  be 
paid  by  the  landlord  ? — It  would  he  for  my  own  good, 
but  it  would  not  he  for  the  good  of  the  town  ? 

37  S.  Why  do  you  think  it  would  not  be  for  the  good 
of  the  town  ? — Because  I don’t  think  there  is  any  reason 
brought  forward  why  these  boundaries  should  be  altered. 

379.  Except  that  these  outlying  districts  would  have 
to  pay  something  to  the  town  1 — I think  the  town  has 
got  sufficient  property  to  tax,  for  they  have  a valuation 
of  £4,000,  and  why  do  they  want  another  £1,000  1 

380.  Because  if  you  give  the  other  £1,000,  you  give 
that  in  aid  of  the  present  rates,  and  you  are  relieving 
the  ratepayers  in  the  town,  and  throwing  that  amount 
of  responsibility  on  the  country,  which  it  is  said  gets 
some  little  advantage  from  its  proximity  to  the  town  ? 
— Who  are  the  townspeople  who  have  said  so  ? There 
was  only  one  resident  of  the  town  examined  here  in 
favour  of  it,  and  I have  heard  a great  many  townspeople 
who  were  against  it ; it  is  not  like  a daily  market,  if 
you  send  in  produce  here  on  ordinary  days,  the  chances 
are  you  will  not  be  able  to  sell  it;  it  is  not  like  Wexford, 
where  yon  can  send  in  garden  produce  daily,  but  here 
you  are  in  the  same  position  as  the  person  living  four 
or  five  miles  off,  and  in  fact  I am  not  certain  it  is  legal 
to  send  in  farm  produce,  except  on  market  days, 
however,  if  you  do  send  it  in,  the  chances  are  it  will 
go  back  to  you  unsold. 

381.  Is  there  not  any  appreciable  advantage  to  the 
man  within  a mile,  as  against  the  man  within  three 
miles  1 — He  must  save  in  the  time  occupied  in  coming 
into  the  town —that  is  the  only  advantage. 

382.  Mr.  Cotton. — If  there  were  two  farms,  one 
within  a mile,  and  the  other  within  three  miles,  would 
there  be  any  difference  in  the  letting  value  of  the 
farms?— I could  not  tell;  I am  not  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  land  to  know  that. 

383  Do  you  think  the  advantage  would  be  in- 
finitesimal ?— I don’t  think  it  is  sufficiently  large  to 
alter  the  present  boundary. 


h'tb.  34.  Ib79. 
Cliff  Owen. 


384.  Chairman. — Are  you  a ratepayer  in  the  town  ? 
—I  am. 

385.  Have  you  land  inside?— Yes,  and  outside 


too. 

386.  Outside  how  much  have  you?— Three  acres 
inside,  three  acres  outside,  and  five  acres  besides. 

387.  Are  the  five  acres  within  the  mile?— No. 

388.  You  have  three  acres  within  the  mile? — Yai. 

389.  What  is  the  value  of  the  threeacres  within  the 
mile? — £5  10s. 

390.  What  makes  you  pay  more  for  that  land  than 

the  other,  is  it  because  it  is  close  to  the  town  ? No,  it 
is  because  I made  it  more  valuable  myself.  _ 

391.  Take  it  as  it  is  now,  suppose  it  was  to  be  let  m 
the  market,  do  you  think  it  would  bring  more  on 
account  of  its  being  so  close  to  the  town  4—1  think  it 
is  bringing  plenty  as  it  is. 

392.  If  you  had  three  acres  of  land  of  the  same 
quality  three  miles  from  the  town,  would  it  be  valued 
as  high  1 — I can’t  say. 

393.  How  far  from  the  town  is  the  five  acres? — 
About  a mile  and  a half. 

394.  Is  that  of  the  same  value?— I am  paying  more 
for  that,  than  wliat  is  near  the  town. 


Mr.  John  .Redmond,  examined.  Esmond. 

395.  What  is  the  valuation  of  that? — The  Govern- 
ment valuation  is  £9  10s.,  and  I pay  £1 3 for  it 

396.  Is  it  as  good  land  as  the  three  acres? — Iso;  I 
don’t  think  it  is,  for  I made  that  better.  I think  the 
whole  +*ing  is  unnecessary;  you  would  not  get  a 
farmer  within  a mile,  or  a mile  and  a quarter  of  Gorey, 
who  has  land,  and  would  be  in  favour  of  extension  ; 
every  gentleman  round  here  has  land  up  to  three  miles 
from  the  town,  and  so  I don’t  see  what  advantage  it 
would  be  to  them  to  have  taxation  put  upon  them,  as 
they  are  satisfied  to  remain  as  they  are. 

397.  Nearly  all  the  people  outside,  within  a certain 
distance,  are  taxpayers  already,  you  say  ?— Yes. 

398.  And  therefore  you  say  it  is  no  advantage  to 
them  to  have  any  alteration?— Yes. 

399  Because  what  they  would  have  to  pay  on  one 
hand  would  be  lijshtaied  ou  tke  oaer  t-Yee. 

400.  Do  you  apply  «“*  *»  K‘rl"  5 >“d  i, 
suited  to  all  the  people  round  here,  except  what  he 

h°401hiDoeyou  not  think  he  should  pay  for  what  he 
holds  himself  t-What  he  holds  himself  goes  away  out 
too  far. 

The  inquiry  then  closed.  g 
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MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION 


WATERFORD.— MARCH  7th,  1879. 
Before  Mr.  Exham,  q.c.,  and  Mr.  Cotton,  c.e. 


Mr.  Joseph  Howard,  Town  Clerk,  examined. 


1.  Chairman. — You  are  tlie  Town  Clerk  of  Water- 
ford?— Yes. 

2.  And  have  been  so  fora  long  time? — Yes,  several 
years. 

3.  What  is  the  extent  in  acres  of  tlie  municipal  area 
of  Waterford? — 499  acres  2 roods  15  perches. 

4.  And  the  population  ? — About  24,000  inhabitants. 

5.  And  the  present  valuation? — £3S,739  5s. 

6.  I believe  there  has  been  a little  increase  in  the 
population  ? — Well,  nothing  material.  We  are  just 
under  the  figures  that  would  entitle  us  to  take  advant- 
age of  the  provisions  of  the  Artizans’  Dwellings  Act. 

7.  How  many  wards  is  Waterford  divided  into  ? — 
Five. 

8.  And  are  these  the  same  for  poor  law  purposes  ? — 
They  are  not  coterminous,  but  they  have  all  the  same 
names  except  one.  What  we  call  the  Centre  Ward  in 
the  municipal  district  is  called  St.  Patrick’s  in  the 
poor  law ; the  other  four  are  the  same. 

9 . Can  you  give  the  valuation  of  those  wards  for  muni- 
cipal and  poor  law  purposes  ? — Only  in  the  city.  For  the 
Centre  Ward  for  municipal  purposes  the  total  area 
is  20a.  2r.  5p.,  and  for  poor  law  purposes  it  is 
80a.  3r.  23p. 

10.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  Centre  Ward  ? — 
For  civic  purposes  £5,011  10s.,  and  for  poor  law  pur- 
poses £6,776  10s.  The  area  of  the  Custom  House 
Ward  for  civic  purposes  is  25a.  lr.  8p. ; for  poor  law 
purposes  69a.  Or.  39p.  ; valuation  for  civic  purposes 
£5,933,  and  for  poor  law  purposes  £6,170  15s.  Tlie 
South  Ward  area  for  civic  purposes  116a.  lr.  39p., 
for  poor  law  purposes  103a.  lr.  lGp. ; valuation  for 
civic  purposes  £6,869,  for  poor  law  purposes 
£6,010  10s.  Tower  Ward,  civic  area  190a.  lr.  6p., 
and  the  same  for  poor  law  purposes ; valuation  for 
civic  purposes  and  poor  law  purposes  £9,740  15s.  ; 
and  West  Ward  146a.  3r.  37p. ; for  poor  law  purposes 
area  55a.  Or.  32p.  ■ valuation  for  civic  purposes 
£11,185,  aud  for  poor  law  purposes  £10,040  5s.  West 
Ward  comprised  £3,600,  the  tolls  of  the  Waterford 
bridge.  Although  there  seems  to  be  an  apparent 
difference  in  the  areas,  that  is  only  an  error  in  calcula- 
tion. 

11.  Can  you  tell  the  number  of  burgesses  in  each 
ward  ? — In  Centre  Ward  the  number  of  burgesses  is 

12.  How  many  are  qualified  for  the  office  of  town 
councillor  ? — I could  not  say  exactly.  Our  lists  only 
give  the  name  and  description  of  the  property  they 
are  rated  for.  But  by  going  over  the  names  and  from 
the  rate  book  I could  get  it.  It  is  hard,  for  this  reason, 
that  there  are  two  qualifications  for  town  councillors, 
that  is  to  be  rated  at  £25,  or  to  be  a burgess  at  any 
rating,  and  to  be  worth  £1,000  ; therefore  I could  not 
tell  except  by  repute,  I can  only  give  you  the  rating 
of  those  at  £25  and  upwards.  In  Centre  Ward  there 
are  128  burgesses,  34  being  qualified  by  rating ; in 
Custom  House  Ward  166,  20  qualified  by  rating  ; 
in  the  South  Ward  151,  7 qualified ; in  the  Tower 
177,  49  qualified ; and  in  the  West  136,  36  qualified. 

13.  Each  of  the  wards  has  two  aldermen  aud  six 
councillors  ? — Yes. 

14.  That  is  40  altogether? — Yes. 

15.  And  how  many  guardians  are  returned  for  each 
ward  ? — Two  guardians. 

16.  Is  the  whole  of  the  municipal  area  within  the 
one  electoral  division? — Yes. 

1 7 . And  that  electoral  division  extends  much  beyond 
the  municipal  district?— Yes,  as  shown  on  the  map 
before  you. 

18.  Well,  the  Parliamentary  boundary,  I think  we 
have  it,  is  larger  than  the  municipal  ? — Yes. 

19.  How  much  actually  does  the  Parliamentary 


boundary  contain  in  acres?— 9,446  acres  and 
population  is  29,199.  ne 

20.  And  the  electoral  division  ? — It  contains  7 3GR 
acres,  and  the  population  is  28,959. 

21.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  registrar's  district  for 
the  registration  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages  ?— It 
is  17,209  acres,  and  has  a population  of  30,626. 

22.  And  we  have  it  that  the  municipal  and  poor 
law  wards  are  not  coterminous  ? — Ho,  the  wards  for 
municipal  pimposos  are  not  coterminous  with  the 
others. 

23.  Is  the  entire  area  within  the  five  wards  for  poor 
law  purposes  in  the  aggregate  the  same  as  the  muni- 
cipal?— They  include  the  municipal,  but  they  contain 
a larger  extent  of  land. 

25.  Then  they  are  not  coterminous  ? — No.  TaW 
the  Centre  Ward  in  the  municipal  area,  it  is  included 
in  St.  Patrick’s  Ward  in  the  electoral  division. 

26.  Mr.  Cotton. — Take  the  Custom  House  (muni- 
cipal) Ward  does  it  go  to  the  north  side  of  the  river  at 
all  ?— No,  not  for  municipal  purposes. 

27.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  they  are  not  the  same?— 
Ho,  except  in  the  case  of  the  Lower  Ward,  which  is 
the  same  for  municipal  and  poor  law  purposes. 

28.  At  present  you  are  under  the  Municipal  Cor- 
poration Act  of  1840? — Yes,  the  3rd  and  4th  Victoria, 
chapter  108. 

29.  Have  you  adopted  the  Towns  TmprovementAct 
at  all  ? — Only  one  or  two  clauses. 

30.  Which  are  they  ? — Those  with  reference  to 
hackney  cars,  and  some  very  trifling  things. 

31.  How,  as  to  the  rates,  you  have  never  levied  in 
Waterford  any  municipal  rate  ? — Ho,  never.  We  did 
formerly,  the  old  lamp  tax,  which  was  under  an  old 
local  Act  called  the  Waterford  Police  Act,  but  that 
has  been  discontinued ; but  we  have  the  power  of 
levying  it  still.  It  has  been  discontinued,  however, 
for  some  time. 

32.  Then  there  are  no  municipal  rates  at  present  ? 
— Hone  at  present. 

33.  How,  as  to  the  poor  law  rates,  can  you  give  us 
the  poor  law  rating  for  the  past  two  or  three  years? — 
I am  afraid  not  from  memory,  but  I can  get  it. 

34.  Can  you  give  the  county  cess,  the  city  grand 
. jury  cess? — Yes,  I can  give  the  average — from  Is.  to 

13 d.  in  tlie  £ ; it  averages  about  2s.  Id.  in  the  year. 
The  cess  levied  is  about  that. 

35.  The  cess  levied  in  lieu  of  grand  jury  cess  has 
averaged  about  Is.  1 d.  each  half  year,  or  about  2s.  2d. 
in  the  year.  Then  the  only  other  rate  that  would  be 
levied  here  is  the  water  rate  ? — Yes.  There  is  no 
water  rate,  however,  at  present.  There  is  a water 
rate  collector,  hut  no  rate  levied. 

36.  What  is  it  contemplated  the  water  rate  would 
he  ? — It  is  limited  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  3d.  in  the 
pound. 

37.  Then  the  lighting-  -how  is  that  paid  for  ? — It  is 
paid  by  the  Corporation  out  of  the  borough  fund. 

38.  Hot  the  borough  fund,  for  there  is  no  borough 
rate  ? — Out  of  their  property. 

39.  What  are  the  debts  of  the  Corporation  at 
present? — Well,  the  water  debt,  that  is  about  £50,000. 

40.  I thought  it  was  only  £25,000  ? — Oh,  there 
was  a mistake  in  the  report  in  the  printing,  perhaps, 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  which  it  was  put  down  at  £20,000. 
The  original  amount  was  £50,000  borrowed  from  the 
Board  of  Works,  and  that  sum  has  been  expended. 

41.  Tlie  whole  of  it  ? — Yes,  and  at  present  an  applic- 
ation is  pending  before  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  a further  loan  of  £15,000,  to  complete  the  works, 
and  distribute  tlie  water  through  the  city.  Wo  are 
informed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Local  Government 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


179 


Board,  that  the  provisional  order  lias  been  prepared, 
t should  say  that  the  other  side  of  the  river  has  been 
exempted.  It  has  been  exempted  from  the  operation 
of  the  local  act,  and  won’t  have  to  pay  any  water 

rate.  ...  . . , 

42.  Is  it  the  opinion  that  any  alteration  ought  to 
bi!  made  in  the  present  wards,  or  is  it  believed  that 
they  are  fairly  divided.  Is  there,  in  fact,  any  feeling 
expressed  with  reference  to  the  subject  1 — I have  not 
heard  much  feeling  expressed  with  reference  to  the 
matter,  or  as  to  any  alteration,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
the  area  of  the  wards  is  very  unequal. 

43.  Here  is  the  Centre  Ward  with  only  twenty 
acres  and  the  Custom  House  with  twenty-five  acres, 
whilst  the  others  are  six  times  that — seven  times  that, 
in  fact? — Yes,  but  these  two  are  the  most  densely 
populated  of  the  five. 

44.  Yes,  but  would  the  property  be  more  valuable 
in  proportion  ? — Yes,  much  more,  for  they  are  situated 
just  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city. 

45.  I see  the  smallest  number  of  burgesses  is  in  the 
Centre  Ward,  128,  and  the  largest  is  in  the  Tower 
Ward,  177,  could  there  be  any  better  or  more  desirable 
division  made  than  at  present,  in  your  opinion? — 
Well,  I could  not  suggest  anything  that  would  be  an 
improvement. 

46.  Was  it  discussed  at  all,  to  your  knowledge  ? — 
Well,  the  division  of  the  wards  was  not.  The 
extension  of  the  boundaries  was,  but  the  division  or 
alteration  of  the  wards  was  not  discussed  by  the  Town 
Council. 

47.  In  the  bill  proposed  by  the  Corporation  a few 
years  ago  here,  was  there  any  suggestion  about  the 
alteration  of  the  wards  ? — No,  not  that  I remember. 

48.  With  reference  to  the  queries  we  forwarded  to 
you,  the  question  was  asked  whether  or  not  the 
present  municipal  boundaries  were  regarded  with  dis- 
satisfaction by  the  ratepayers  generally,  or  by  any 
section  of  them? — Yes,  that  matter  was  considered 
by  a Committee  in  charge  of  the  matter,  and  they 
thought  the  ratepayers  were  indifferent  whether 
the  extension  took  place  or  not. 

49.  Has  the  matter  been  considered  by  the  Town 
Council  here,  in  consequence  of  the  queries  we  sent  to 
them  ? — Yes. 

50.  And  was  the  consideration  of  it  referred  to  a 
Committee  ? — Yes,  to  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Corporation. 

51.  To  report  on  it?- — Yes. 

52.  When  was  it  referred  to  then,  about  what 
date  ? — It  was  first  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee, 
so  far  back  as  when  we  first  received  yom  queries, 
that  was  last  November,  or  about  that  time. 

53.  The  Finance  Committee  then,  I take  it,  con- 
sidered the  matter? — Yes. 

54.  Was  that  at  a full  meeting  of  the  Finance 
Committee  — Yes. 

55.  How  many  were  present? — Well,  there  were 
ten  members  of  the  Committee,  and  when  first  it  was 
considered,  I think  there  were  five  members  present. 

56.  Did  they  afterwards  come  to  any  formal 
decision,  or  make  any  report  on  the  subject?— Merely 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  extend 
the  boundary  in  accordance  with  this  map  (produced), 
following  the  black  line  you  see  marked  on  it. 

57.  That  is,  they  considered  it  woidd  be  desirable 
to  extend  the  boundary  to  the  extent  proposed  by  the 
Parliamentary  Committee,  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons? — You  see  it  marked.  ' 

58.  Mr..  Cotton. — Could  you  let  us  have  a copy  of 
the  Parliamentary  plans  lodged  ? — Yes.  In  1875  the 
Corporation  proposed  a bill  by  which  they  sought 
amongst  other  things  for  an  extension  of  the  munici- 
pal area,  and  making  it  coterminous  with  the  electoral 
division.  That  bill  was  opposed  in  Parliament,  and  a 
compromise  was  offered  by  the  Corporation  to  have  the 
boundary  extended  to  the  limits  shown,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  further  opposition  that  was  not  accepted  by 
the  Committee.  The  Finance  Committee  then  adopted 
an  intermediate  area  between  these  two,  and  which  is 


also  shown  on  the  map,  and  tins  was  submitted  to  the  Waterfoed. 
Council.  That  is  how  the  matter  stood.  Mar.  7,  is;s. 

59.  When  that  was  done  by  the  Finance  Commit-  . 

tee  was  it  brought  before  the  Corporation  ?— It  was.  HowariL 

60.  And  what  was  then  done?— It  was  referred 
back  to  the  Committee  for  further  report. 

61  When  was  that? — On  the  26th  of  February. 

The  resolution  referring  it  to  the  Finance  Committee 
was  on  the  20th  December — it  was  as  follows : — 

_ “ Resolved, — That  the  letter  of  the  Boundaries  Commis- 
sioners, dated  15th  November,  1878,  be  referred  to  the 
Finance  and  Law  Committee  to  prepare  a draft  report." 

And  their  further  report  was  as  follows : — 

“Council  Chamber,  Town  Hall, 

“Waterford,  3rd  March,  1879. 

“ Finance  and  Law  Committee. 

“ As  to  the  extension  of  the  Borough  Boundary,  we  beg 
to  submit  for  the  information  of  the  Council  the  valuation 
of  the  additional  area  proposed  to  be  included,  the  acreabh: 
extent  thereof,  the  estimated  cost  of  repairs  of  the  roads, 
and  the  cost  of  lighting  said  roads. 

“ Borough  Boundary.  Valuation  of  Additional  Area. 

£ s.  d. 

Tower  Ward,  ....  2,421  0 0 

Customhouse  Ward,  . . . 170  0 0 

Centre  Ward,  . . . 1,030  0 0 

Westward,  . . . . 791  0 0 

South  Ward 1,474  0 0 

£5,S86  0 0 

Value  of  Electoral  Division  outside 
Borough  Bouudary,  . . £13,249  0 0 


Area  of  Electoral  Division  outside 
Borough,  . . . . • 6,868  1 12 

‘ * Borough  Extension — additional  Area  and  Roads. 


Tower  Ward, 

Customhouse  Ward, 

Centre  Ward, 

West  Ward, 

South  Ward,  . • 

Total, . 
“ Roads, 
s.  d. 

193:}  perches  at  20  0, 

1030  „ 2 6,. 

1672  „ 18,. 

593£  „ 16,- 


a.  R.  r. 
464  2 30 
116  2 18 
274  0 21 
190  0 1 
359  3 25 

1,405  1 15 


£ s.  d. 
193  15  0 
128  15  0 
139  6 8 
44  10  7 

£506  8 3 


“ Additional  Roads  for  Lighting  Borough  Extension. 

9 miles  and  92  yards.-lO  lamps  to  each  mile  equal  to 
amps  at  £4  4s.  per  lamp— £378. 

“ Sanitary  Expenses. 

a About  £100  per  cent,  per  annum  additional." 

;2  Now,  what  action  did  the  Town  Council  take 

that  1— On  the  1th  o£  March  the,  held  a meeting, 

1 the  question  came  up  for  discussion,  when  the 
owing  resolution  was  agreed  to : — 

. That  believing  the  extension  of  the  Borough  Bondar, 
,ld“ tail  addition ai  expenditure  on  the  Bomngh ^ th- 
an, corresponds;!;  benedt,  we  consider  that  no  eaten- 
i should  be  made.” 

12  Mr  Cottok. — Was  that  adopted  unanimously  ? 
M aere™  no  division,  but  I don't  think  Mr 
her  agreed  to  it,  and  perhaps  them  were  one  or  two 

ers  who  agreed  with  him.  wv— i-ivinf, 

54  Did  the  Finance  Committee  consider  anythin 
lut  the  ward  boundaries  4-No,  they  did  not  go  into 

iY'Hot  ties  the  count,  of  the  city  of  Water- 
d extend !_ For  Parliamentary  purposes  it  extends 
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Mr.  Joseph 
Howard. 


60.  I menu  Low  far  docs  tlio  comity  of  the  city  ex- 
tend for  taxing  purposes  under  the  Grand  Jury  ? — It 
extends  to  the  municipal  boundary. 

67.  This  proposed  extended  district  is  under  the 
county  Grand  Jury? — Yes,  under  the  county  Grand 
Jury. 

68.  Can  you  tell  me  what  the  cess  outside  the 
borough  is  at  present  ? — About  the  same  as  the  city 
Grand  Jury  cess.  The  cost  is  about  the  same ; there 
might  be  a penny  in  the  £ difference,  but  practically 
it  is  the  same. 

69.  Chairman. — In  what  baronies  are  the  proposed 
extended  lands  situate? — In  Kilculleheen,  Gaultier,  and 
Middleton. 

70.  What  was  the  Grand  Jury  cess  for  these 
three? — Well,  the  average  would  be,  taking  last  year, 
about  Is.  4 d.  There  was  for  Kilculleheen  Is.  5 d. 
Gaultier  Is.  3-1(7.,  Middleton  Is.  G|tZ. 

71 . That  is  for  the  half  year? — Yes,  I have  taken 
it  from  the  July  Assizes  of  last  year. 

72.  I see  then  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  district 
proposed  to  be  taken  from  the  county  and  added  to 
the  city  are  paying  about  6 <7.  in  the  £ or  Id.  rathe  £ 
more  than  the  people  in  the  municipal  district? — 
Yes. 

73.  Thejr  would  appear  to  pay  more  than  the  people 
in  the  municipal  part? — Yes. 

74.  But  at  present  they  are  getting  no  lighting? — 
No. 

75.  And  they  would  not  have  to  pay  public  water 
rate  at  present  ? — No,  it  is  not  levied,  and  they  do  not 
pay  any  public  water  rate. 

76.  That  is  in  the  municipal  area? — Yes. 

77.  They  gain  6(7.  on  the  one  hand,  and  it  would 
be  an  actual  saving  of  3d.  about  ? — Yes. 

78.  But  at  present  they  have  no  lighting? — No, 
and  they  derive  all  the  benefits  of  the  city — of  using 
it. 

79.  Then,  if  they  wei-e  brought  in  and  had  no  light- 
ing to  pay  for,  the  city  would  make  money  on  bring- 
ing them  in,  in  fact,  and  they  would  save  about  3d.  in 
the  £? — Yes. 


to  transfer  the  fiscal  powers  of  the  Grand  Jurv  tn  <i 
Corporation  • but  that  bill  failed.  J 10 

87.  Chairman.— What  are  the  other  fiscal  power, 
of  the  Grand  Jury?— They  present,  they  contribute 
towards  the  support  of  the  lunatic  asylum,  till  recentlv 
they  paid  their  quota  for  the  maintenance  of  jails  a 
number  of  officers,  they  are  charged  with  the  payment 
of  reformatory  schools,  weights  and  measures  and  in 
fact,  very  little  else. 

88.  There  is,  in  fact,  what  is  called  the  county  at 

large  charges?— Yes.  There  is  a guarantee  of  which 

we  have  to  pay  our  proportion— that  is  a sum  of 
about  £1,300  a year.  Here  is  the  only  road  I see  here 
in  the  Spring  Assizes  of  ’78.  It  is  recorded  there  is  a 

sum  of  £11  11s.  paid  to  Thomas  Power  for  repairing  it 

— for  half-year’s  contract  for  keeping  in  repair  for  61- 
years  390  perches  of  road  from  Waterford  to  Portlaw" 
including  386  perches  of  the  footpath  between  the 
borough  boundary  at  Pooleberry  and  the  borough 
bounds  at  Summerland. 

89.  Out  of  what  is  that  £1 1 paid  ? — Out  of  Grand 
Jury  cess,  and  the  rest  goes  to  pay  the  County  Grand 
J ury  charges.  If  you  take  in  Kilculleheen,  portion  of 
which  we  propose  to  take  in,  the  valuation  of  that 
barony  is  £3,626  ; the  barony  charge  on  that  is  £195 
and  the  proportion  of  the  county  charge  is  £63.  In 
Gaultier  now  the  county  charges  would  be  about  £497 
on  a valuation  of  £28,558 ; and  in  Middleton  the 
county  at  large  charges  would  be  £704  on  » valuation 
of  £40,400.  Therefore,  if  we  are  correct  in  mu- 
estimate  of  the  valuation  of  the  proposed  extension,  you 
can  easily  see  what  the  county  at  large  charges  on  the 
whole  would  be.  The  total  amount  of  the  charge  on 
the  county  makes  about  4 f cZ.  in  the  pound  on  the  total 
valuation  of  the  county.  Therefore,  4 \d.  on  £5,886 
gives  the  amount  of  the  county  at  lai-ge  charges  which 
would  he  thrown  into  the  city.  We  have  made  a 
calculation  of  £506  as  being  what  it  would  probably 
cost  the  city  for  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  these 
roads,  £506  8s.  3d. 

90.  £506,  and  say  £100  for  sanitary  purposes? — 
Yes. 


80.  They  would  get  one-eighth  of  their  threepence 
towards  the  public  water  rate  ? — Yes. 

81.  And  the  roads  would  cost  them  about  the 
same? — In  the  estimate  we  have  given  in  we  only 
give  it  for  repairs  of  the  roads,  we  have  not  taken 
anything  into  account  for  sweeping. 

82.  But  you  add  on  about  £100  for  sanitary  ex- 
penses?— Yes,  but  we  don’t  mean  sweeping  of  the 
streets,  that  is  kept  separate. 

83.  Would  you  not  be  able,  for  say  about  2s.  1(7.  in 
the  year,  to  keep  the  roads  of  the  city,  if  your  Grand 
J ury  cess  in  the  city  is  sufficient  to  enable  you  to  repair, 
renew,  and  scavenge  the  streets?— Yes,  but  there  is 
a misapprehension— the  Grand  Jury  does  not  do  any- 
thing about  the  roads  in  the  city.  The  Corporation 
does  the  entire  thing  with  the  Corporation  income. 
The  Grand  Jury  does  not  use  a penny  on  that,  with 
the  exception  perhaps  of  £12  or  £20  a year  on  the 
roads. 

84.  What  then  ? — On  the  Lunatic  Asylum  salaries, 
what  we  call  “ imperatives’’— all  the  streets  with'in 
the  municipality  are  done  by  the  Corporation,  but  the 
Grand  J ury  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  repairs  of  the 
streets  or  roads,  except  the  boundary  road  around  the 
city,  one  half  of  which  is  kept  in  repair  by  the  county 
and  the  other  half  by  the  city. 

85.  Mr.  Cotton.— But  it  is  all  within  Waterford? 
—Yes,  the  county  and  the  borough  of  Waterford  kept 
that  road  between  them,  and  that  is  the  only  road  the 
Grand  Jury  has  anything  to  do  with.  All  the  streets 
are  kept  m repair,  scavenged,  and  so  on,  out  of  the 
Corporation  income.  The  boundary  wall  is  kept  bv 
the  Grand  Jury  of  the  countv  and  the  Grand  Jury  of 
the  county  of  the  city.  The  Corporation  attends  to 
everything  else. 

86.  Why  does  not  the  municipal  body  instead  of  the 
county  of  the  city  Grand  Jury  keep'  up  that  one- 
half  road  ? — By  the  Improvement  Bill  of  ’75  we  tried 


91.  It  would  then  cost  you  £600  a year? — Yes. 

92.  Additional  expense? — Yes. 

93.  And  the  taxation  you  would  get  then  would  be 
what? — The  taxation  would  be,  say,  2 a.  2d.  on  £5,886, 
it  would  be  about  £600.  That  would  be  exclusive  of 
lighting,  and  it  would  he  about  the  same  to  the  outside 
people — they  would  neither  lose  nor  gain  by  it ; 
indeed  they  would  get  a profit.  Take  the  average  of 
the  sums  here — 2s.  8 d.  in  the  pound,  Grand  Jury  cess 
at  present,  we  would  only  ask  them  to  pay  2s.  2d.,  and 
by  the  addition  of  the  3d.  water  rate  it  would  be  2s. 
5<7.,  so  that  there  would  be  a gain.  They  would  gain 
that  3d.  in  the  pound. 

94.  Yes,  they  would  gain  that  3d.,  and  be  better  off 
on  the  score  of  lighting? — They  would  have  a better 
chance. 

95.  I believe  it  is  a fact  here  that  the  municipal 
boundary  is  right  through  the  centre  of  some  of  the 
streets? — Yes. 

96.  That  is,  portion  within  and  portion  without  the 
boundary  ? — Yes  ; in  some  places  one-half  is  in  the 
county,  and  the  other  half  in  the  city. 

97.  Well,  now,  don’t  you  think  it  would  he  desir- 
able, at  all  events,  that  the  houses  on  one  side  of  the 
road  or  street  should  he  brought  into  the  city  ? — Most 
decidedly. 

98.  So  that  taking  this  boundary  road  you  will 
have  to  lay  the  water  pipes  along  it? — Yes,  we  have 
done  so. 

99.  So  that  the  people  on  one  side  are  paying  water 
rate,  and  those  on  the  other  side  are  not?— Yes.  In 
one  of  the  most  populous  districts  part  is  in  the  city  and 
part  is  in  the  county — that  is  in  Barrack-street.  One 
side,  or  half,  of  Barrack-street  is  in  the  city,  and  the 
other  half  outside  it. 

100.  And  the  pipes  are  laid  up  to  the  extremity  of 
the  boundary? — Yes.  I may  add  that  one  of  the 
barracks — the  Artillery — is  outside  the  boundary. 
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and  the  Infantry,  which  is  just  a few  yards  further  on, 
is  inside. 

101.  Mr.  Cotton. — Do  you  think  that  if  the  effect 
of  extending  the  boundary  was  to  bring  the  population 
over  the  25,000  necessary  for  the  purpose,  the 
Artizans’  Dwellings  Act  would  be  putin  force! — Yes, 
I do. 

102.  And  it  would  be  a great  public  advantage  ? — 

103.  Chairman. — Independently  of  the  point  you 
have  mentioned  of  the  boundary  going  through  the 
centre  of  some  streets,  is  there  any  of  it,  and,  if  so,  any 
large  portion  of  the  district  proposed  to  be  brought  in 
by  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  character  that  you 
would  call  an  urban  district  ? — Yes,  a large  portion  of 
it  is  immediately  adjacent  to  the  city.  Not  only  a 
large  number  of  small  houses,  but  large  public 
buildings,  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  St.  J ohn’s  College,  the 
Poor  Law  Workhouse,  the  Presentation  Convent,  the 
Ursuline  Convent,  several  private  dwelling-houses, 
like  Mr.  Harvey’s,  “John’s  Hill,”  Newtown  House, 
would  be  included,  and,  in  fact,  a large  number  of 
places  which  are  practically  in  and  form  portions  of  the 
city,  though  nominally  they  are  not  in  it. 

104.  And  are  there  rows  or  terraces  of  small 
houses  ?— Yes. 

105.  And  what  would  be  the  valuation  of  these  1 — 
Well,  the  greater  number  of  the  houses  are  small. 

106.  And  they  would  be  below  the  burgesses’ 
qualification  ? — Yes. 

107.  But  have  you  made  any . calculation  of  the 
number  that  would  be  added  to  the  burgess  roll  by  the 
extension  suggested  by  the  finance  committee  1 — Well, 
we  have  not  made  any  calculation  of  that,  for  I did  not 
believe  that  the  number  would  be  very  much.  A large 
number  of  these  have  the  franchise  from  their  premises 
elsewhere. 

108.  At  present  that  district  is  under  the  rural 
sanitary  authority! — Yes. 

109.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  to 
these  people  living  in  that  district  outside,  and  to  the 
present  inhabitants  of  the  municipal  district,  that  they 
should  be  brought  in  to  you  as  the  urban  sanitary 
authority! — Yes,  for  I think  the  urban  sanitary 
authority  has  greater  facilities  for  Avorking  the  Public 
Health  Act  than  the  Board  of  Guardians,  for  we  have 
a staff — a larger  staff,  and  so  on.  We  have  the 
executive  sanitary  officer,  the  sanitary  officer,  the 
consulting  medical  officer,  and  eight  sub-sanitary 
officers  within  the  municipal  boundary. 

110.  And  would  that  be  sufficient  to  work  the 
district  you  would  brings  in! — We  calculate  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  have  two  additional  officers. 

111.  About  £100  a year  morel — Yes. 

112.  At  present  do  they  contribute  that  £100  a year 
to  the  rural  sanitary  board! — I may  say  they  do, 
under  the  poor  rate. 

113.  Then  it  would  cost  them  no  more,  and  for  them 
and  for  you  it  would  be  better  that  they  should  be 
attached  to  you  as  the  sanitary  authority! — Yes. 

114.  Is  there  a sanitary  rate  levied  on  the  city?— 
No,  we  don’t  levy  any  sanitary  rate  under  the  Public 
Health  Act. 

115.  Then  you  say  that  if  you  levy  £100  a year  on 
them,  it  would  be  no  more  than  they  pay  at  present! — 
Very  little,  I should  say. 

116.  And  that  Avould  amply  compensate  you  for  the 
increased  advantages  conferred? — Yes. 

117.  Mr.  Delandre,  Solicitor. — There  is  the  public 
water  rate  of  3d.  which  would  be  levied.  There  is  the 
domestic  water  rate  of  '71,  “ not  exceeding  Is.  in  the 
pound,”  that  is  a further  liability  that  has  not  been 
mentioned  yet. 

118.  Chairman. — Yes,  but  I understand  it  is  not 
the  intention  to  extend  the  water  beyond  the  muni- 
cipal boundary. 

119.  Mr.  Delandre. — I would  ask  Mr.  Howard  is 
it  not  the  fact  that  the  Corporation  are  in  extreme 
pecuniary  difficulties  at  present! — No. 

120.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  they  have  had  a writ 


served  on  them  for  a large  sum  of  money?— Yes,  one 
for  a sum  of  £207  4s.  lent. 

121.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  the  sum  of  £15,000,  if 
panted,  will  not  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  required 
by  the  Corporation  ? — No,  it  is  not. 

122.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  the  income  derived  from 
this  Avater  rate,  in  whatever  way  it  may  be  levied,  will 
be  insufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  that  loan,  amount- 
ing m the  gross  to  £60,000 1—  No,  if  we  lew  a sufficient 
tax. 

123.  You  Avill  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the 
borough  rate! — No,  not  necessarily,  the  valuation  of 
the  present  borough  is  £38,739  5s. ; of  course  that  is 
not  all  ai-ailable  for  the  purpose  of  water  tax.  In 
round  numbers  the  amount  that  would  be  subject  to 
Avater  rate  would  be  £36,000,  nearly  £37,000, 
£32,000  for  the  domestic  water  rate.  That  would  be 
about  £1,600  a year. 

124.  I understand  in  our  loan  at  present,  it  is  to  lie 
repaid  by  annual  instalments  of  about  £3,040?— Yes. 

125.  Then  there  would  be  a deficiency? — The  de- 
ficiency would  be  £300  a year,  but  we  luree  to  take 
into  account  the  large  sums  we  would  receive  for  the 
sale  of  water. 

1 26.  Mr.  Cotton. — Have  you  any  water  salaries  ? 
— Yes,  Ave  hnA-e  a paid  superintendent  at  £100  a year; 

I receive,  as  secretary,  £60  a year,  and  there  are  besides 
that  two  men  in  charge  of  the  reservoirs  at  £1  a Aveek 
each,  labourers  required  to  look  after  the  turncocks,  I-c. 

127.  Taking  all  that  together,  and  also  the  interest 
on  the  loan,  what  would  be  the  deficiency  after  a full 
supply,  the  domestic  and  public  water  supply,  and  the 
supply  factories! — Do  you  mean  supposing  we  got  the 
£5,000 ! 

128.  Yes! — Well,  the  charge  on  the  whole  sum  would 
be,  on  £65,000,  would  be  estimated  at  about  £3,000,  or 
£3,100  a year,  the  tax  at  Is.  3d.  would  be  in  round 
numbers,  about  £2,000,  that  would  leave  £1,100  to  be 
made  up  ; there  would  be  a charge  of  about  £400  a 
year  for  expenses  of  maintenance;  that  would  be 
£1,500  a year;  Avell,  at  least  from  sales  of  water  we 
anticipate  from  £800  to  £1,000  a year  to  commence 
with — possibly  it  Avould  go  to  much  more  than  that. 

129.  Chai  rman. — Then  if  you  only  got  that  it  would 
leave  a deficiency  of  £700  a year!— Well,  under  the 
Water  Act  we  have  power  to  levy  the  Avliole  water 
rate.  It  is  not  anticipated  it  will  be  required,  but  it 
could  be  done. 

130.  Mr.  Delandre. — What  I want  to  know  is,  why 
people  outside  who  don’t  require  water  would  incur 
liability  to  this  Avater  tax  ? — It  was  neA-er  proposed  by 
the  Finance  Committee  that  the  domestic  water  rate 
should  be  levied  on  the  additional  area,  unless  the 
people  asked  for  and  obtained  the  Avater  supplied  to  them. 

131.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  the  £15,000  you  have 
applied  for  Avill  not  be  sufficient  ? — I think  it  will. 

132.  Have  you  not  shoAvn  that  the  absolute  outlay 
to  cany  the  matter  out  would  be  more  than  this- 
£15,000  would  cover? — Yes,  £17,000  odd. 

133.  Then  there  is  that  deficiency! — Besides  that 
was  on  prices  calculated  as  they  were  at  the  time,  but 
since  then  they  have  gone  down. 

134.  There  would  be  a deficiency  at  any  rate,  as  has- 
been  shown,  of  close  on  £800  ? — Yes. 

135.  And  how  do  you  propose  to  make  that  up?— 

We  have  power—  6d.  in  the  pound  additional  water  rate 
would  make  that  up.  _ 

136.  Then  in  order  to  make  up  that  deficiency  you 
would  impose  a greater  chargeability  on  the  outlying 
districts! — No. 

137.  Chairman.— As  I understand  it,  the  outside 
district  is  only  to  be  made  liable  for  the  public  water 
rate,  and  not  for  the  domestic!— Mr.  Howard  says : 
we  don’t  propose  to  cany  the  pipes  farther  than  the 
existing  boundary,  except  to  the  barracks,  which  are 
distinct,  and  who  -will  pay  for  it  specially;  wo  dont 
propose  to  charge  domestic  water  rate  upon  the  county, 
but  we  think  they  should  pay  the  public  water  rate  of 
the  city,  because  they  make  so  much  use  of  the  city 
and  of  the  public  water  when  they  come  in,  for  their 


AVatekfobd. 
Mar.  7, 187». 
Mr.  Joseph 
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Watertohd.  horses,  &c.,  and  they  have  the  streets  watered,  and 
Mar.  7,  1879.  derive  in  fact  as  many  advantages  in  that  way  as  the 
Mr.  Joseph  inhabitants  themselves,  and  therefore  they  should  pay 
Howard.  &£.  in  the  pound.”  That  is  what  they  say,  and  what  I 
understand  is  this : there  is  no  suggestion  that  if  any 
outlying  district  is  to  be  brought  in  it  should  be  charged 
with  domestic  water  rate  at  all,  nor  have  put  on  it  the 
incubus  of  this  ,£65,000. 

140.  Mr.  Delandre. — Is  not  this  .£75,000  a charge 
on  the  borough  rate?— Yes,  if  there  was  such  a thing. 
The  first  charge  on  the  Corporation  property  is 
£75,000,  that  is  the  debt  of  the  old  Corporation,  and 
some  sums  borrowed  since.  That  is  charged  on  the 
Corporation  property,  and  a borough  rate  if  levied. 
The  £65,000  is  further  charged  on  the  Corporation 
property,  and  on  the  rates  to  be  levied  under  the 
water  rate. 

141.  That  £75,000  is  exclusive  of  course  of  the 
£65,000 1— Yes. 

142.  And  I take  it  the  included  district  would  be 
liable  for  that  £140,000  V— Yes. 

143.  Well,  they  have  no  burthen  whatever  now? — 
I don’t  understand.  The  Corporation  property  is 
liable,  that  is  how  it  stands. 

144.  Mr.  Cotton. — Is  the  property  of  the  Corpor- 
ation fully  secured  ? — It  is. 

145.  Then,  I presume  any  persons  brought  in,  though 
they  partake  of  the  liabilities,  partake  also  of  the 
assets  ? — Yes. 

146.  What  do  the  Corporation  assets  amount  to? 
— To  over  £10,000  a year. 

147.  Is  not  part  of  the  borough  excluded  from 
water  rate? — Yes. 

148.  Would  there  not  be  the  power  of  getting  tin's 
part  exempted?— Yes,  the  legislature  will  have  the 
power. 

149.  That  is  the  proposed  extended  part? — Yes. 

150.  But  if  it  was  brought  in,  and  no  exemption 
made  by  the  legislature,  would  not  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  the  same  power  as  they  had  with 
reference  to  Ferrybank  ? — Yes. 

151.  It  was  never  contemplated  to  put  the  water 
rate  on  them  at  all  ? — Yes,  like  Ferrybank. 

152.  Mr.  Delandre.— There  is  great  difficulty,  is 
there  not,  in  getting  through  the  Corporation  busi- 
ness?—Well,  I get  through  a great  deal  of  it  from 
time  to  time. 


153.  Is  it  not  a fact,  beyond  doubt,  that  a great 
many  roads  within  the  municipal  boundary  have  been 
for  the  past  four  or  five  years  in  a wretched  condition  ? 
— It  is  not. 

154.  Do  you  know  the  road  out  to  the  Leper  Hos- 
pital from  Catherine-street? — I do. 

155.  Was  it  not  in  a very  wretched  condition? 

No,  I don’t  think  so.  I went  over  it  for  four  or  five 


156.  Was  it  not  full  of  ruts  ?— There  were  ruts  in 
it,  but  it  was  not  full  of  ruts. 

.„157-Are  not  the  county  roads  better  taken  care 
ot  {—No,  there  is  not  the  same  amount  of  traffic  on 
them  as  in  the  city,  and  therefore  they  don’t  require 
the  same  amount  of  repair. 

15S.  Chairman. — I suppose  the  roads  within  the 
boundary  get  a great  deal  of  hard  usage  from  the 
people  outside  ? Yes,  a great  deal.  The  farmers  do 
more  damage  to  our  roads  than  we  do  ; we  spend  about 
*■«»  500  a year  on  them. 

—Yea  W“  tkere  d“m“ge  d™e  by  tko  road  engine! 

160.  And  does  not  all  tie  traffic  from  tic  railway 
go  along  your  roads  ? — Yes.  J 

Betyidre. — I certainly  know  of  one  road 
within  the  municipality  which  is,  as  I say,  full  of  ruts 
0,1  was  so; and  R was  not  until  within  the  last  four  or  five 
months  that  they  put  down  stones,  and  did  something 
to  improve  its  condition.  It  wna  impocsiblc  to  travel 
“ all<1  however,  a marked  charm  for 

tire  better  when  you  got  outside  the  boundary. 

162.  Mr.  AWier.— Did  you  receive  a return  from 


theGovemment  about  the  burial  ground,  Mr.  Howard  1 

Yes°3’  T1<1  Ooll’°r“tion  “ ““do  the  burial  board!- 

164.  What  burial  grounds  are  there  1— There  u 

Friende’,  Ballybrickcn,  and  the  French  Climvk  bn.il 
ground,  close  off  the  Quay,  where  there  is  no U bS 
once  in  five  years.  u 

165.  Do  you  know  of  any  site  within  the  city  that 
can  begot  for  a burial  ground  by  the  Corporation ll 
No,  there  is  not  a single  place  in  the  city  that  could 
be  made  available. 

166.  And  we  are  appointed  tbe  burial  board,  with- 
out the  chance  of  getting  a burial  ground  within  the 
city? — Yes. 

167.  Are  there  burial  grounds  outside  the  city  auite 

close  1— There  is  Ballynabasha.  7 q 

168.  Would  that  come  within  the  proposed  exten 
sioii  ? — No. 

169.  How  far  is  that  out  ?— It  is  outside  the  pro- 
posed  extension,  it  is  about  a quarter,  or  from  that  to 
half  a mile,  outside  the  proposed  extension. 

170.  Mr.  Exham. — Would  it  be  within  the  electoral 
division  of  Waterford  % — Yes. 

171.  Is  it  largely  filled  by  citizens,  is  it  much  used 
by  them  ? — No,  there  has  sprang  up  a prejudice  against 
it,  on  account  of  the  interment  of  paupers.  It  was  in- 
tended to  he  the  burial  ground  for  tbe  county  of  the 
city  of  Waterford. 

172.  With  whose  money  was  it  made? — Waterford 
at  large — the  county  of  the  city  of  Waterford.  Ther 
spent  £1,800  on  it,  and  the  Board  of  Guardians  were 
made  Trustees,  and  they  made  it  a paupers’  burial 
ground.  In  the  proposed  extension  we  take  in  the 
Protestant  cemetery. 

173.  Mr.  Fisher. — We  are  only  paying  £10  a year 
for  sanitary  officers?— Yes.  I doubt  if  in  the  large 
district  to  be  taken  in  two  additional  officers  would 
be  enough.  I think  that  in  a large  district  like  there 
would  he  even  more  expenses  than  in  the  city. 

174.  If  this  district  were  brought  in  would  it  be 
unreasonable  to  continue  the  Grand  Jury  cess  as  it  is  ? 
— No. 


175.  Would  it  bo  a hardship  on  these  people 
brought  in  to  ask  them  to  contribute  the  same  rate  as 
they  do  at  present ?_No. 

176.  Mr.  Exham. — Yes;  let  them  be  subjected  to  the 
same  liability,  but  would  it  be  fair  to  add  the  public 
water  rate,  3 d.,  if  yon  said,  “ Give  them  credit  for  the 
3d.  out  of  the  whole  2s.  9 <2.,  and  let  them  pay  2s.  6r2?” 
You  would  be  getting  the  benefit  of  that. 

177.  Mr.  Fisher. — I am  asking  Mr.  Howard 
whether,  in  his  opinion,  considering  the  advantages 
derived  by  the  people  outside,  it  is  unreasonable  or 
unfair  to  ask  them  to  pay  the  3cZ.  in  the  pound — 
whether  he  would  consider  that  an  excessive  demand? 
—No. 


178.  Mr.  Cotton. — What  is  the  poundage  in 
respect  of  the  guarantee? — 3d.  in  the  barony  of 
Gaultier,  and  8-|<2.  in  the  city. 

179.  For  how  many  years  ? — Thirty-five  years. 

180.  From  the  present  date? — From  August  last 
— from  the  time  the  loan  was  opened. 

181.  Mr.  Fisher. — As  to  the  water  rate,  you  seem 
to  have  the  opinion  that  we  can  levy  more  than  Is. 
in  the  pound? — Yes. 

182.  Are  you  aware  that  Mr.  Purcell  says  we 
cannot? — No. 

183.  I can  produce  his  opinion? — Well,  perhaps 
Mr.  Exham  would  advise  otherwise. 

184.  Mr.  Exham. — Is  there  anything  special  in  the 
Act  enabling  you  to  levy  it? — The  public  water  rate 
is  limited  to  3d.  in  the  pound,  hut  tbe  act  also 
provides  that  the  Corporation  shall  have  power  to 
levy  a domestic  water  rate  of  Is.  in  the  pound  (reads 
section  of  Act). 

185.  Mr.  Cotton. — Suppose  an  extension  was 
made,  do  you  think  there  would  be  any  advantage 
derivable  from  having  it  guided  by  townland  bound- 
aries, instead  of  a straight  line  through  fields  and 
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Hardens  ? — Of  course  it  would  bo  easier  by  townland 
boundaries. 

1S6.  I see  that  the  Finance  Committee  did  not 
adopt  them  1— They  took  prominent  points  where 
buildings  were  being  made,  and  so  on. 

1ST.  Chairman. — Suppose  that  we  were  inclined 
to  recommend  an  extension  of  the  boundary  here, 
wliat  suggestion  would  you  make  about  the  wards — 
would  you  suggest  that  there  should  be  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  wards,  and  the  number  of  town 
councillors? — Well,  I have  not  considered  the  question 
as  to  whether  the  wards  ought  to  be  increased  or 
reduced. 

188.  Mr.  Cotton. — Would  you  throw  portion  of 
the  extended  area  into  each  ward  ? — Yes. 

1S9.  What  would  be  the  increase  to  the  population 
by  the  increased  area,  would  you  say  ? — Well,  we  have 
only  considered  that  very  cursorily.  I thiuk  about 
3 000  or  4,000,  there  is  a densely  populated  district 
immediately  outside  that  would  be  added. 

190.  Mr.  Cotton. — Do  you  see  any  objection  to 
Fenybank  being  divided  for  municipal  purposes  in 
the  same  way  as  it  is  now  for  poor  law  purposes  ? — 
No. 

191.  That  is,  portion  of  Fenybank  would  be  thrown 
into  Custom  House  ward,  and  portion  of  Fenybank 
thrown  into  the  West  ward  ? — There  would  be  no 
practical  difficulty  or  objection. 


192.  Mr.  Fisher. — Are  you  not  aware  that  on  this 
side  of  the  river  the  boundaries  of  the  wards  for 
municipal  and  poor  law  purposes  are  uot  the  same 
except  in  the  c:ise  of  the  Tower  ward  ? Morgan-street, 
for  instance,  is  in  one  ward  for  municipal  pu  rposes, 
and  in  another  for  poor  law  purposes.  That  is 
between  the  South  ward 'and  the  West  ward?— But 
they  are  nearly  identical. 

193.  Mr.  Fisher. — I know  that  they  are  not  identical. 

194.  Mr.  Cotton. — According  to  the  map,  Morgan- 
street  is  in  the  same  ward  for  both  divisions — 
according  to  this  map,  which  I understand  is  called 
the  Parliamentary  map. 

195.  Mr.  Fisher. — Morgan-street  is  in  the  West 
ward  for  poor  law  purposes,  and  in  the  South  ward 
for  municipal  purposes.  One  side  of  Morgan-street  is 
in  one  ward,  and  the  other  is  in  another? — The  3rd 
and  4th  Victoria,  cap.  108,  gives  the  description  of 
West  ward. 

196.  Does  not  the  boundary  you  propose  cut  across 
Kilbarry,  and  not  bring  it  in  ? — It  does. 

197.  That  ig  it  does  not  bring  it  in? — No. 

198.  Mr.  Cotton. — I take  it  there  is  a slight 
difference  between  the  boundaries  of  the  wards  on 
this  side  of  the  river — between  the  municipal  and 
poor  law  wards  ? — Yes. 

199.  And  is  there,  in  point  of  fact,  any  reason  why 
they  should  not  be  identical  ? — No. 
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Mr-.  Thomas  Newma 

200.  Chairman. — Do  you  live  inside  or  outside  the 
boundary  ? My  place  of  business  is  inside,  my  resi- 
dence is  six  miles  off. 

201.  Have  you  considered  the  question  of  the 
proposed  increase  of  boundary  of  Waterford? — Yes,  to 
a certain  extent  I have.  There  was  only  one  point  I 
wished  to  make  an  observation  upon,  and  that  is  with 
reference  to  the  question  of  jurors.  The  present  jurors 
are  anxious  to  get  an  increased  number  on.  There  are 
at  present  only  about  200  jurors  on  the  jury  list,  but 
if  the  limits  of  the  municipal  district  were  extended 
we  would  have  an  increase,  approximately  made  up, 
of  jurors  to  the  number  of  40  or  50.  This  would  be 
a very  great  advantage  and  relief,  and  would  give 
extra  liberty  to  those  already  on  the  roll. 

202.  That  is  a very  proper  subject  to  mention,  but 
it  would  seem  curious  if  that  was  your  only  reason  in 
favour  of  extension? — I wish  also  to  state  that  I have 
made  out  a return  which  I think  may  be  considered  to 
be  of  some  importance,  of  the  various  towns,  their 
population,  acreage,  and  so  on,  and  I find  that,  with 
the  exception  of  Dublin,  Waterford  has  the  smallest 
area  for  its  population.  I find  that  Dublin,  with  a 
municipal  population  of  246,326,hasamunicipalacreage 
of  3,808,  and  the  number  of  acres  to  1,000  persons  is 
15  A ; Belfast,  municipal  population  174,394,  municipal 
acreage  5,992,  acres  to  1,000  persons  34J- ; Cork, 
municipal  population  7S,382,  acreage  2,266,  acres  to 
1,000  persons  29  ; Limerick,  municipal  population 
39,828,  acreage  2,075,  acres  to  1,000  persons  52; 
Londonderry,  municipal  population  25,242,  acreage 
1,933,  acres  to  1,000  persons  76^  ; Waterford,  muni- 
cipal population  23,337,  municipal  acreage  533,  acres 
to  1,000  persons  22#  ; Drogheda,  munieijial  population 
14,389,  acreage  454,  acres  to  1,000  persons  31  # ; 
Kilkenny,  municipal  population  12,664,  acreage  921, 
acres  to  1,000  persons  72# ; Wexford,  municipal 
population  12,077,  acreage  483,  acres  to  1,000  persons 
40 ; Clonmel,  municipal  population  10,112,  acreage 
331,  acres  to  1,000  persons  32#. 

203.  Would  you  consider  it  to  be  an  advisable 
thing  that  there  should  be  an  increase  in  the  Water- 
ford area  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  population 
up  to  25,000,  to  enable  them  to  obtain  the  benefit  of 
the  Artizans’  Dwellings  Act  ? — Most  certainly. 

204.  Can  yon  say  of  your  own  knowledge  that  the 
people  in  the  district  outside  make  as  much  use  of  the 
town  of  Waterford  as  the  people  inside  ? — Yes,  it 


? Harvey,  examined. 

would  bring  in  a great  many  persons  who  have  places 
of  business  in  the  town. 

205.  So  far  as  keeping  the  roads  outside  in  repair  as 
compared  with  the  streets,  is  it  your  opinion  that  they 
would  be  as  well  done  by  the  Corporation  as  by  the 
Grand  Jury  contractors  ? — I am  not  very  conversant 
with  those  matters. 

206.  Yes,  but  you  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  from  what  you  have  heard  others  say  ? — I 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  there  would  be  any  difficulty 
about  it,  or  to  think  there  would  be  any  difference. 

207.  Mr.  Fisher. — Do  you  know  the  borough 
boundary  going  to  J ohn’s  Hill  1 — Yes. 

20S.  And  you  know  the  poor  house  and  lunatic 
asylums  ? — Yes. 

209.  They  are  outside  ? — Yes. 

210.  And  if  you  take  a car  to,  say,  the  lunatic 
asylum  you  cannot  bring  him  across  the  boundary,  so 
that  you  really  cannot  take  a car  to  the  asylum  or 
workhouse  ? — No. 

211.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  have  the 
area  extended  to  that ; is  not  that  district  a rather 
populous  one? — Yes. 

212.  Ought  it  not  to  be  lighted  ? — That  would 
depend,  I think,  on  the  wish  of  the  people  who  live 
there. 

213.  Your  father,  for  instance,  lives  outside,  and 
would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  him  to  have  the  place 
lighted  ?— Well,  yes,  it  would  be  an  advantage  to 
some. 

214.  Do  you  know  the  end  of  the  town  going 
to  the  railway  ? —I  am  not  qnite  sure. 

215.  Well,  then  go  to  Strongman's  brewery— would 
it  not  be  an  advantage  to  have  that  place  lighted  ? — 
It  would  be  an  advantage. 

216.  And  don’t  you  thiuk  the  hackney  car  arrange- 

ments ought  to  enable  a man  to  take  a car  to  the 
station?— I thought  the  railway  was  coming  into  the 
town.  . • i • • 

217.  Not  for  20  years— along  the  river  side  am  a 
very  dangerous  condition,  is  it  not  ? — Well,  it  is  very 
much  broken  in  places. 

218.  Chairman.— I see  the  boundaries  at  present 
actually  go  through  portion  of  the  railway  station  !— 

Y^19.  ^j1Cx  the  station,  the  part  of  it  this  fide  would 
be  outsi  le.  ? — Yes. 

220.  So  that  yon  cannot  make  a person  amenab.e  vo 
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184.  MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


the  city  magistrates  who  commits  an  offence  there  ? — 
No. 

221.  Would  it  not  be  a great  advantage  to  persons 
who  have  to  frequent  these  stations  and  other  public 
places  that  any  offence  committed  at  those  places 
could  be  tried  by  the  magistrates  here,  and  not  brought 
to  petty  sessions  to  a place  some  miles  off,  perhaps  ? — 
Decidedly. 

222.  Now,  Mr.  Harvey,  do  you  know  of  'your  own 


knowledge  is  there  any  objection  amongst  the  people 
outside  to  the  extension  proposed  by  the  Finance  Com 
mittee  t— N o,  I heard  of  none.  My  father  and  several 
friends  live  within  the  boundary  that  would  be 
annexed.  So  far  as  the  jurors’  question  is  concerned 
I think  it  would  be  a great  advantage.  Some  of  the 
persons  now  summoned  in  the  town  would  be  exempt 
and  the  number  altogether  available  would  be 
increased. 


Mr.  Thomas  Smith  Harvey,  examined. 


223.  Chairman. — Mr.  Harvey,  do  you  reside  within 
the  present  municipal  boundary? — No.  I reside 
within  what  is  called  the  old  boundary,  virtually  in  the 
county. 

224.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  present  municipal 
boundary  should  be  extended? — Most  decidedly  it  is. 
The  present  boundaries  of  the  city  are  most  irregular 
and  unsatisfactory.  Although  almost  trespassing  on 
the  city,  I am  quite  willing  to  submit  to  extra 
taxation,  because  I will  get  the  benefit  of  it  in  being 
included.  In  other  parts  of  the  city  I am  agent  for  a 
good  many  houses,  a good  deal  of  house  property.  In 
some  places  I have  the  city  on  one  side  and  the  county 
on  the  other,  and  it  is  the  source  of  great  expense  and 
annoyance  to  me  to  look  after  it  under  the  present 
state  of  things. 

225.  Do  I understand  that  in  some  streets  where 
you  have,  or  are  agent  for,  house  property,  you  have 
the  city  on  one  side  and  on  the  other  the  county  ? — 
Yes. 


226.  Do  they  light  up  that  road  or  street  where  that 
happens  ? — Not  at  all. 

227.  Don’t  the  Corporation  light  it? — No ; there  is 
not  a single  lamp  in  the  Long-lane,  one-half  of  which 
is  city,  and  one-half  county.  Where  I live  myself 
several  of  us  pay.  We  individually  subscribe  for  a 
lamp  to  make  the  road  decent. 

228.  Mr.  Fisher. — But  that  is  outside  the  bound- 
ary!— Yes.  We  pay  for  a lamp  specially  there 

amongst  us.  My  argument  is  that  for  whatever  small 
taxation  there  is  put  on  those  who  are  brought  into  the 
boundary  under  the  extension  they  will  get  value  for. 
The  property  will  become  more  valuable,  and  building 
will  be  more  readily  carried  on.  It  is  far  better  to 
be  within  the  municipal  district  than  to  be  outside  and 
on  the  edge  of  the  county,  and  I consider  it  far  better 
for  any  city  to  have  room  to  extend  itself,  and  not  be 
crimped. 


229.  As  I understand  it,  there  is  no  means  by  which 
the  present  municipality  can  acquire  a burial  ground 
within  the  city  ? — No,  there  is  not. 

230.  Nearly  all  the  burial  grounds  in  the  city  are 
closed  up?— I believe  so ; except  the  Society  of 
Friends’  and  the  French. 

231.  So  that  if  a person  dies  his  friends  have  to 
bring  him  for  burial  outside  the  city,  although  the 
Corporation  are  the  burial  board,  because  they  have  no 
burial  ground  ? — Yes.  There  is  a burial  ground  outside 
the  city,  and  there  is  a burial  ground  that  is  private 
property  to  a certain  extent — every  person  chosing  tc 
pay  for  a grave  there  can  get  it  for  a pound  or  so. 

232.  But  at  present  it  is  under  the  control  of  the 


rural  sanitary  hoard?— No;  it  is  private  property 
vested  in  a number  of  trustees.  J’ 

233.  Do  you,  with  others,  suffer  inconvenience  from 

the  hackney  cars  in  consequence  of  the  municipal 
boundaries  being  as  they  are  ? — Yes.  1 

234.  That  is  from  their  being  outside  of  the  control 
of  the  magistrates  here  when  they  bring  you  a certain 
distance? — Yes. 

235.  Would  it  be  desirable,  in  your  opinion,  for  that 
purpose  that  the  boundaries  should  be  extended?— 
Yes ; 1 have  no  hesitation  in  saying  so. 

236.  You  think  it  would  he  more  convenient  that 
offences  committed  within  a short  distance  of  the 
boundary  should  he  decided  or  adjudicated  on  in  the 
town  instead  of  waiting  and  going  to  the  Petty 
Sessions? — Yes.  We  have  sessions  in  the  city  every 
week,  and  only  every  three  weeks  outside.  In  eveiy 
point,  no  matter  how  T look  at  it,  I think  it  would  be 
of  great  advantage,  and  for  the  public  good,  to  have 
the  boundaries  extended. 

237.  Do  you  think  that  those  outside  the  borough 
would  object  to  the  taxation  if  the  bounds  were 
extended,  and  they  would  be  taken  in  ? — Certainly  not 
any  one  I am  concerned  for,  or  that  I know  of. 

238.  Mr.  Delandre. — I am  concerned  for  persons  • 
outside,  and  I certainly  do  object,  and  everyonel 
consulted  on  the  subject  objected.  The  difference  can 
be  very,  veiy  little. 

239.  Chairman. — Mr.  Harvey,  do  you  find  any 
difference  from  the  way  the  county  Grand  Jury  keep 
the  roads,  and  the  way  they  are  done  in  the  city  ?— I 
think  our  road  is  very  well  kept — rather  better  than 
the  city. 

240.  I suppose  the  traffic  over  the  city  roads  is  ten 
times  greater? — Yes ; our  road  is  not  a great 
thoroughfare. 

241 . Do  you  think  the  sanitary  arrangements  would 
be  better  in  the  hands  of  the  Corporation  as  the  urban 
sanitary  authority  than  in  the  hands  of  hoards  of 
guardians  ? — Yes  ; I would  rather  have  it  in  the  city  a 
great  deal.  I have  no  doubt  the  work  would  be  better 
done — certainly  better  attended  to. 

242.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that 
other  ratepayers  situated  as  you  are  would  prefer  being 
in  the  city — do  you  know  that  from  speaking  the 
matter  over  with  them  ? — Well,  I did  not.  I have  not 
been  able  to  take  much  trouble  in  it,  hut  I may  say  I 
have  heard  different  opinions. 

243.  I suppose  the  persons  who  are  opposed  to  it  are 
opposed  to  it  on  the  ground  that  there  might  be 
increased  taxation  ? — Yes ; I don’t  think  they  go  into 
it  generally. 


Mr.  Thomas  F.  Delandre,  Solicitor,  examined. 


244.  Chairman. — I am  residing  at  the  verge  of  the 
city  bounds,  and  am  rated  for  it,  and  I am  concerned 
for  some  property  a short  distance  out.  I consider 
that  the  taxation  would  he  very  much  increased— that 
it  would  be  rendered  liable  to  the  city  incumbrances 
to  the  borough  rate,  a domestic  water  rate,  unless 
exempted  by  provisional  order,  and  to  that  rate  of  3d 
in  the  pound.  I can  say  that  the  state  of  repair  of  the 
different  streets  and  roads  within  the  city  is  far  worse 
than  the  county.  I traverse  the  city  streets  in  dif- 


ferent vehicles  every  day  of  my  life,  and  I also  travel  a 
deal  about  the  country,  and  I speak,  therefore,  from 
my  actual  knowledge  of  the  facta.  I have  seen 
accidents  occur  through  holes  and  ruts  in  the  streets 
of  the  city.  A serious  accident  occurred  no  later  than 
Saturday  through  want  of  repair  of  the  city  streets.  I 
believe  the  city  affairs  to  be  badly  conducted.  I am 
aware  from  conversations  from  outside  ratepayers, 
several  of  them  within  the  district  proposed  to  be 
brought  in,  that  they  are  strongly  opposed  to  it. 
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245.  On  what  grounds  are  they  adverse  to  it  1—  On 

gr"ound,  firstly,  of  the  increased  taxation  it  would 

ntall  They  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Grand  Jury,  and  they  do  not  wish  to  be 
under  the  control  of  the  Corporation.  I was  present 
when  the  Improvement  Bill  of  ’75  came  before  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.  I heard  the 
various  reasons  advanced  in  favour  of  an  extension. 

I heard  also  the  reasons  against  it.  I heard  the  dis- 
cussions and  arguments  raised  by  the  Grand  Jury  of 
the  county  of  Waterford,  supported  as  they  were  by, 

I believe,  the  feeling  and  genei-al  opinion  of  the 
•county.  All  were  opposed  to  the  extension,  even  to 
the  compromised  district,  as  I may  call  it.  And  for 
the  reasons  then  given,  the  Committee  refused  to  ex- 
tend the  boundary,  and  they  passed  a bill  having 
reference  to  the  city  only  within  the  present  limits. 

246.  Well,  but  were  there  any  reasons  given,  as  far 
•as  you  know,  by  the  Committee  for  refusing  to  extend 
the  boundary? — I am  afraid  there  were.  The  aspect, 
if  I may  so  term  it,  presented  by  the  Corporation  was 
■such  as  not  to  induce  the  Committee  to  intrust  them 
with  further  or  extended  powers. 

247.  Were  you  there  yourself? — Yes,  I opposed  the 
bill. 

248.  Was  the  fact  presented  to  the  Select  Committee 
that  the  municipal  bounds  went  to  the  middle  of 
streets  as  has  been  described  ? — Yes,  it  was.  I was 
present  when  the  alleged  compromise  was  made,  and 
when  this  map  was  initialed  by  the  County  Surveyor. 
That  was,  I believe,  done  without  authority,  and  I 
may  here  state  it  was  afterwards  set  aside  by  the  Grand 
Juiy.  I may  mention,  too,  that  it  was  proved  before 
the  Local  Government  Inspector  that  the  income 
derivable  under  the  water  rate  would  be  insufficient  to 
meet  the  charges,  and  that  recourse  should  be  had  to 
the  borough  rate,  and  also  that,  in  addition  to  a sum 
of  £15,000  borrowed,  a further  sum  would  be  necessary, 
in  fact,  that  in  order  to  complete  the  works,  and  render 
them  valuable  at  all,  a further  sum  of  £2,000  or 
£3,000  would  be  required.  I have  also  to  state  that 
the  condition  of  the  lighting  of  the  streets  is  defective 
in  the  extreme.  Going  through  the  streets  at  night  at 
any  time  after  nightfall,  in  fact,  they  are  rather  a 
hindrance  than  an  advantage. 

249.  To  the  traffic  ? — Yes. 

250.  Then  I see  the  two  objections  you  and  your 
friends  have  to  the  proposed  extension  are : firstly, 
fear  of  taxation,  and,  secondly,  the  mismanagement  of 
the  Corporation.  Is  that  so  ? — Yes. 

251.  Mr.  Fisher. — Are  you  aware  the  water  rate 
•cannot  be  levied  on  the  borough  rate? — Well,  you  see 
that  is  opening  up  a whole  lot  of  questions. 

252.  Are  you  aware  there  is  an  express  provision 
against,  it  in  the  Act  ? — I believe  there  is,  but  what  is 
to  be  done. 

253.  Chairman. — Do  you  not  think  houses  so  very 
close,  the  Artillery  barracks,  for  instance,  should  not 
pay  its  quota  towards  the  town,  the  Infantry  barracks 
being  in  the  borough,  and  the  Artillery  barracks  out- 
side ? — I would  certainly  think  it  fair  that  the  Artillery 
should  pay  a contribution. 

254.  Then  you  think  there  should  be  some  exten- 
sion ? — Yes,  in  some  parts  I do  think  so.  But  at  the 
same  time — 

255.  We  have  the  fact,  however,  as  I understand 
it,  that  you  do  think  there  ought  to  be  some  extension  ? 
— I am  very  averse  to  come  under  the  Corporation, 
but  if  you  hold  that  buildings  adj  oining  the  town  should 
be  brought  in,  of  course  the  Artillery  barracks  ought 
to  be  included. 

256.  But  what  about  buildings  in  a street,  one-half 
of  which  is  in  the  city,  and  one-half  in  the  county  ? 
The  Artillery  barracks  is  a very  strong  case. 

257.  The  boundary  it  seems  comes  across  a street 
between  the  Infantry  barracks  and  the  Artillery  bar- 
racks in  Barrack-street,  I believe  that  is  the  name  of 
it.  Now,  do  you  think  that  such  a state  of  things  as 
that  is  right  or  proper  ? — Well,  as  an  interested  person, 
I will  answer  you  in  this  way.  As  an  interested  per- 


son, I object  to  the  extension  on  the  grounds  I have 
mentioned,  but  looking  at  it  in  another  capacity  I do 
think  that  a slight  alteration  should  be  made. 

258.  Yes,  but  your  objection  would  appear  to  be 
only  to  the  management  of  affairs  by  the  Corporation, 
for  it  would  be  fair  that  the  portion  brought  in  should 
pay  some  taxation? — I think  the  extension  here  pro- 
posed is  very  ill  chosen,  ill  conceived. 

259.  Mr.  Cotton. — Which  extension  do  you  refer 
to  ? — The  Finance  Committee. 

260.  Chairman. — Do  you  think  that  in  such  a large 
city  as  Waterford,  the  lands,  as  in  the  case  of  other 
large  places,  the  lands  close  to  the  city  are  exceptionally 
valuable  from  their  proximity,  and  that  the  larger  the 
city  and  the  greater  the  business  dene  the  more  valuable 
that  land  is  ? — Of  course  it  is,  but  that  would  embrace 
a far  wider  area. 

261.  Yes,  but  you  must  stop  somewhere.  In  some 
places  a mile  or  a mile  and  a half  was  suggested.  In 
Kilkenny,  two  miles,  I think  ? — Well,  I am  aware  that 
the  rents  of  some  of  the  land  just  outside  the  city  are 
not  larger  than  on  lands  far  outside.  They  are  simply 
pasture  grounds. 

262.  Do  not  the  people  holding  these  pasture  lands 
supply  the  town  with  butter  and  milk,  and  so  on,  and 
are  they  not  more  valuable  to  them  on  account  of  that  ? 
— Well,  the  distance  is  so  small  between  the  Finance 
Committee’s  report  and  three  or  four  miles,  there  is 
much  difference.  Taking  this  map  here,  I think  I,  on 
the  part  of  my  clients,  assented  to  an  extension. 

263.  Mr.  Cotton. — To  the  proposed  compromise? 
No.  I opposed  the  compromise,  but  thought  it  ex- 
pedient not  to  include  the  portion  towards  the  west  of 
the  compromised  district,  but  conceived  it  advisable  to 
include  the  portion  of  the  district  at  the  Kilkenny 
side  of  the  river. 

264.  What  were  your  reasons  for  that? — Well,  I 
did  not  consider  it  advisable  to  include  the  western 
portion,  but  I considered  it  advisable  to  run  the 
boundary  up  to  the  goods  terminus  of  the  railway,  and 
then  that  it  should  cross  the  river  from  the  old  goods 
station,  including  Dobbin’s  Park,  Clashrays,  Browley 
East,  the  Artillery  barracks  to  Johnstown  House,  on 
the  municipal  boundary,  and  then  there  was  no  re- 
sistance to  alter  the  municipal  boundary  to  that. 

265.  Mr.  j Fisher. — Are  you  aware  that  the  present 
county  surveyor  is  also  city  surveyor  ?— I am. 

266.  Are  you  not  aware  the  roads  proposed  to  be 
taken  in  are  under  the  care  of  that  surveyor?— Yes. 

267  And  as  city  surveyor  that  they  would  still 
remain  under  his  care  as  now?— I am  not  aware  that 
the  roads  in  the  city  are  under  his  care.  _ _ 

268.  But  they  are ; at  present  the  extra  municipal 
roads  are  imder  his  care  ? — Yes. 

269.  And  he  is  paid  as  city  surveyor?— Yes. 

070  Now  do  you  think,  and,  if  so,  on  what  grounds, 
that  these  roads  would  be  taken  from  under  his  care 
or  be  worse  managed  than  they  are  now?-WeU,  they 
would  come  under  the  same  management  as  the  city 

^ 27  l^They^ would  be  managed  under  the  Grand  Jury, 
as  has  been  stated  in  the  evidence,  and  the  surveyor 
is  paid,  as  you  know,  as  city  surveyor. 

272  Mr.  Cotton.— That  is,  he  is  surveyor  to  the 
county  of  the  city ; he  is  not  surveyor  to  the  Corpora- 
tion?—He  is  paid  as  surveyor  to  the  city. 

273.  What  I wish  to  know  is,  what  are  his  duties 
as  surveyor  to  the  county  of  the  city! 

Mr.  Fisher. — X wish  to  convey  that  untiHhe  Grand 
Jury  of  the  city  is  abolished,  if  this  adto  t*to 
place,  the  roads  vronld  be  under  the  cars iof  the  Grand 
Turv  of  the  city,  and  not  of  the  Corporation. 

J 274.  Mr.  Cotton.— What  has  lie  to  do,  wliat  lias 

Sr! I'Sd'Stodf tile  touch Sd  steebfare  looked 

tie 

•t„  nart  of  which  is  in  the  city  and  part  out  of  it. 

Ijl  ^MSK.-And  what  is  this  the  marnten- 
ance  of  that  ebsts  ? ^ g 


Watesfokb. 
Mar.  7, 1879. 

Mr.  -Thomas 
1'.  Delandre. 
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.WATEHfonD.  Mr.  Howard. — £1 1 a year. 

Mar.  7,  is79.  276.  And  how  much  does  the  City  Surveyor  get  for 

Mr.  Thomas  F.  superintending  this  work  ! — £10. 

Delandre.  277.  So  that  he  gets  £10  a year  for  looking  after 

the  expenditure  of  £11  % 

Mr.  Fisher. — Yes ; and  in  addition  to  that  there  is 
the.  city  court-house  which  is  the  principal  thing.  The 
objection  of  Mr.  Delandre  that  the  roads  would 
deteriorate  by  the  extension  is  wholly  unfounded. 

278.  What  Mr.  Delandre  says  is  this,  “ I don’t 
want  to  come  into  the  city,  because  of  the  Corporation 
management,  for  we  have  no  confidence  in  them." 

Witness. — Quite  so.  You  asked  me  my  opinion 
generally,  and  I think  the  boundary  I stated  there 
would  embrace  fairly  what  should  be  taken  in. 

279.  Would  it  take  in  the  convents  and  other  large 
buildings  ! — N o. 

280.  Mr.  Fisher. — Do  you  not  appear  for  Mr. 
Morris  1 — Yes. 

251.  Did  you  not  appear  for  him  at  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  ! — Yes ; I appeared  for  the  barony 
of  Ivilculliheen,  and  he  is  there. 

252.  Did  not  all  assent  to  the  extension  proposed 
but  Mr.  Morris  ! — No. 

283.  For  the  compromise! — No. 

2S4.  Did  not  Mr.  Bloomfield  initial  the  change  pro- 
posed ! — He  did  initial  it,  but  if  he  did  so  it  was  after- 
wards repudiated  by  the  county. 

285.  He  is  a ratepayer  ! — Yes. 

286.  And  he  got  up  a meeting,  did  he  not! — Yes. 

287.  And  took  the  chair! — Yes. 

288.  And  he  initialed  the  change  proposed  on  be- 
half of  both  pax-ties! — No;  only  on  the  part  of  the 
county,  and  his  authority  was  repudiated. 

289.  Chairman. — Suppose  the  legislature  were  to 
say  we  will  take  care  that  none  of  the  existing  debt  is 
tin-own  on  the  portion  brought  in,  would  you  say  then 
that  the  people  outside  should  not  be  brought  in  to 
contribute  something  to  the  city.  Do  you  think  that 
the  people  outside  for  a given  distance  should  pay 
something  towards  the  public  water  rate  of  the  city  1 
— No,  for  they  pay  in  the  town  very  largely. 

290.  Yes,  but  suppose  there  were  gentlemen  living 
outside  not  having  places  of  business  in  the  city, 
should  they  not  contribute  something  in  ease  of  the 
city  towards  the  public  water-rate  which  is  a thing  for 
the  public  benefit.  Is  it  not  well  that  Waterford 
should  be  kept  as  healthy  a place  as  possible,  the 
streets  to  be  kept  well  watered,  and  so  on ; don’t  you 
think  that  for  this,  the  people  outside  who  derive  the 
benefit  of  it  should  contribute  something  towards  it. 
They  come  into  the  town,  get  the  advantages  of  the 
water  supply ; now,  suppose  there  was  a Corporation 
here  with  which  you  were  satisfied  then  considering  that 


those  people  derive  the  benefits  of  having  the  city  Dr 
perly  watered,  and  kept  in  a healthy  state,  of  beinien 
abled  to  send  their  children  into  schools  in  the  town  t 
tending  places  of  worship  there,  having  the  railway  'all 
all  that,  should  they  not  contribute  somethin*  toward, 
the  gas,  the  lighting  of  the  town  the  sanitary  amui«e 
ments  and  the  water  1— Well,  assuming  these  advani 
tages  to  be  derived  by  them  they  do. 

292.  Do  they  not  derive  these  advantages  I have 
mentioned !— No,  for  in  the  first  place  treating  0f 
sanitary  matters,  go  into  the  town  and  you  will  find 
it  disgusting,  wretched  sanitary  arrangements.  That 
is  not  so  in  the  county.  The  portions  adjoining  the 
city  are  much  better  kept  than  the  streets  and  places 
in  the  charge  of  the  Corporation.  I believe  the  Cor- 
poration duties  are  very  curiously  discharged.  A case 
within  the  last  six  months  occured  in  which  through 
the  neglect  of  the  Corporation  officials  or  employees'^ a 
wall  belonging  to  the  Corporation  was  allowed  to  fall 
into  such  a bad  -state  of  repair  that  an  unfortunate 
man  was  killed,  and  a summons  was  issued  against 
the  Corporation  officials  but  it  was  found  impossible 
to  fix  them  with  liability.  That  is  encouraging  to 
anyone  who  would  wish  to  entrust  them  with  further 
powers. 

293.  As  I understand  from  your  evidence  yon  would 
agree  to  an  extension,  but  you  believe  the  extension 
proposed  is  too  large  1 — Far  too  large. 

294.  Mr.  Fisher. — It  would  be  unfair  if  Mr. 
Delandre’s  statement  about  the  accident  and  the  Cor- 
poration should  go  unexplained.  I may  be  allowed 
to  state  that  with  regard  to  the  old  house  in  question 
the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  issued  a summons  on 
the  party  for  having  the  wall  in  a dangerous  condition 
and  the  law  officer  of  the  council  advised  that  the 
Corporation  as  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  have  no 
power  with  reference  to  these  dangerous  walls,  that 
we  were  put  out  of  court  with  x-egard  to  that  matter 
under  the  Act. 

295.  Chairman What  I understand  Mr.  Delandre 

to  convey  was  that  the  Corporation  allowed  this  wall 
then-  own  propei-ty  to  fall  into  such  a state  of  dis-repair 
that  a man  was  killed  by  it,  and  that  therefore  it  can- 
not be  expected  that  people  outside  would  be  anxious 
to  give  them  fui-ther  powers  when  they  cannot  keep 
their  own  property  in  proper  repair. 

Witness. — Whether  rightly  or  wrongly  the  matter 
was  the  subject  of  magisterial  investigation. 

296.  Mx-.  Fisher. — And  the  magisti-ates  dismissed 
the  case  as  against  the  Coi-poration  officers  and  if  they 
were  not  to  blame,  how  can  it  be  said  that  the  Cox-- 
poration  were  to  blame! — I only  say  that  jit  was  in 
consequence  of  neglect  the  thing  occurred,  some  officer 
should  have  been  appointed  who  was  not  or  some 
neglect  decidedly  existed. 


Mr.  Joseph 
Fisher,  t <_• 


Mr.  Joseph  Fisher,  t.c.,  examined. 


• 297.  Witness. — My  opinion,  as  to  extension  goes  a 
great  deal  further  than  the  Corporation  of  which  I 
am  a member.  In  support  of  my  opinion  I would 
refer  to  the  bill  of  1875,  and  state  that  it  was  adopted 
unanimously  by  the  Corporation  at  that  time. 

29S.  Chairman. — The  boundaries  at  that  time 
were  adopted  unanimously  1— I think  the  division  was 
twenty-nine  to  four. 

299.  But  there  was  a large  majority  at  all  events  1 
— Yes.  I was  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  go 
over  to  London  about  it.  I never  assented  on  the 
part  of  the  Corporation  to  the  diminished  boundary. 

300.  Did  the  Corporation  by  a large  majoiity  seek 
for  an  extension  1 — Yes. 

30  L And  the  committee  of  the  house  did  not  give 
it  1 — Yes,  but  if  you  are  taking  the  reasons  of  others  it 
is  fair  for  me  to  state  that  if  a limited  extension  is 
taken  we  will  take  the  x-oads  on  which  there  is  the 
largest  amount  of  traffic  and  the  greatest  expense, 
whereas  if  we  take  the  lax-gest  one  we  take  x-oads  where 


the  traffic  is  small  and  a tax  being  levied  on  the  district 
at  2s.  9cZ.  in  the  pound,  if  you  were  to  take  the  roads 
that  come  near  the  city  and  tax  the  townlands  in 
which  it  is  these  rates  would  probably  be.  4s.  6 d. 
instead  of  2s.  9 <2.  for  that  is  arrived  at  being  the  charge 
for  the  whole  barony.  The  evidence  of  Mr.  Howard 
is  that  that  is  the  average  of  the  whole  barony. 

302.  Are  yoxx  in  favour  of  an  extension  1 — Yes,  oi 
one  that  will  take  in  the  whole  of  the  electorial  divis- 
ion of  Waterford.  I would  take  in  the  whole  of  the 
electoral  division  of  Waterfox-d  and  I base  that  on  this 
ground  that  from  the  x-eign  of  Charles  I.,  down 
to  1846  the  civic  authority  of  Waterford  administered 
the  whole  of  this  district  and  the  additional  part  shown 
on  this  map.  The  ax-ea  they  administered  was  9,700 
acres,  and  the  area  I.  propose  to  he  taken  in  is  7,300 
acres. 

303.  Then  that  area  that  you  px-opose  to  take  in 
comprises  the  entire  of  the  electoral  division !— Yes. 
The  charter  of  Chax-les  I.,  describes  the  boundary 
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of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Waterford — which  district 
still  forms  what  is  called  the  Parliamentary  borough 
of  Waterford — it  comprises  an  area  of  9,446  acres,  and 
h-is  at  present  a population  of  29,979  persons.  It 
formed  the  county  of  the  city  of  Waterford  for  Fiscal 
and  for  Grand  Jury  pur-poses.  The  principal  roads, 
bridges,  and  footways  therein  were  made  by  the  city 
Grand  Jury  and  it  was  recognised  as  the  county  of  the 
city  of  Waterford  by  the  Grand  Jury  Act  of  1835, 
but  was  curtailed  in  its  extent  by  the  Corporate  Re- 
form Act,  which  was  intended  to  deal  solely  with 
municipal  matters,  but  which  effected  important 
changes  in  Grand  Jury  and  social  arrangements. 

304.  Do  I understand  you  to  say  the  area  you  pro- 
pose Pairing  in  is  7,000  and  odd  acres  1 — -Yes,  that  is 
what  I propose.  The  electoral  division  in  fact. 

305.  If  the  whole  electoral  division  was  taken  in 
that  way — that  would  not  include  all  those  baronies  1 

j will  show  you.  I will  take  first  Gaultiere.  It 

will  take  from  the  barony  of  Gaultiere  to  the  value  of 
£4,253,  it  will  take  from  Middlethird  £53,295,  and 
it  will  take  the  whole  of  the-  barony  of  Kilculliheen,  or 
a valuation  of  £3,626. 

306.  Then  the  total  valuation  that  would  be  taken 
in  would  be  £13,174  extra? — Yes.  It  would  make 
the  total  valuation  about  £51,911. 

307.  And  the  population  ? — The  population  would 
be  about  28,959,  which  would  bring  us  under  the 
operation  of  the  Artisans’  Dwellings  Act. 

308.  I find  the  baronial  charge,  taking  the  charge 
for  the  whole  barony,  for  Gaultiere  is  £203  15s.  9 d. 

The  baronial  charge  on  the  portion  of  Gaultiere  which 
we  would  take  would  be  £203  15s.  9cZ. 

309.  That  is  on  a valuation  of  £4,000  and  odd? — Yes. 

310.  Middlethird — how  much  1—  £303  7s.  2d. 

■ 311.  Kilculliheen? — £203  11s.  3d,  being  a total 
from  the  outlying  district  of  £710  14s.  2d.  Taking 
the  expenditure  of  the  city  from  the  last  half-yearly 
return  I find  the  sum  of  £2,129  7s.  9d  which  added 
to  the  former  sum  would  give  the  Grand  Jury  cess 
for  the  year  £2,839  Is.  lid.,  which  would  be  Is.  upon 
the  whole  district  for  the  half-year. 

312.  There  is  another  charge  which  is  the  county  at 
large  charge  that  is  4Jd.  ? I don’t  know  if  the  county 
would  claim  that  towards  their  county  at  large 
charges,  or  whether  it  would  go  into  the  city,  and  as 
to  the  question  of  the  repairs  of  the  roads  my  view 
was  that  the  present  presentment  sessions  would  go  on 
for  the  repairs  of  these  roads  that  are  extra  municipal. 

313.  That  is  the  Grand  Jury? — Yes,  until  it  be- 
comes the  pleasure  of  Parliament  to  transfer  to  the 
city  their  functions.  The  presentments  would  have  to 
be  fiated  in  the  ordinary  way,  they  would  passthrough 
precisely  the  same  ordeal,  and  it  would  work  so  that 
these  people  outside  would  not  be  made  liable  for  any 
merely  municipal  tax.  The  county  of  the  city  of 
Waterford  was  authorized  by  the  40th  George  III., 
cap.  93,  to  close  up  the  burial  grounds  within  the  in- 
habited parts  of  the  city  of  Waterford  and  to  purchase 
a burial  ground  in  the  extra-mural  portion,  and  a 
piece  of  land  was  ptu-chased  at  Ballynameelagb  under 
that  Act  and  was  enclosed.  The  Corporate  Reform 
Act  divided  the  county  of  the  city  into  two  districts, 
some  parishes  are  wholly  within  the  city,  some  are 
partly  within  and  partly  without  the  city,  and  some 
wholly  without  it.  This  has  required  special  legisla- 
tion" in  the  Burial  Board  Act,  1854,  and  in  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  1878.  The  latter  makes  the  Corpora- 
tion the  Burial  Board  for  the  city  of  Waterford,  and 
hands  over  to  it  some  burial  grounds  closed  by  order 
of  the"  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council,  but  leaves 
the  burial  ground  purchased  by  the  city  and  out  of 
the  Grand  Jury  rates  in  the  hands  of  the  board  of 
guardians.  Now  an  extension  of  the  boundaries  of 
the  county  of  the  city  would  give,  the  burial  ground  to 
its  rightful  owners,  and  would  vest  it  in  the  council 
selected  by  the  citizens  who  purchased  it. 

314.  With  reference  to  the  water  supply,  your  idea 
is  not  that  the  Corporation  should  be  obliged  to  extend 
pipes  to  all  the  added  district  ? — No,  but  that  they 


may  simply  be  at  liberty  to  do  so  whenever  an  agree-  Watebfobd. 
ment  or  arrangement  is  made  for  the  purpose.  My  Mar.  7,  i67». 
idea  was  not  to  make  them  liable  to  any  lamp  tax  or  — 
water  tax  but  to  leave  the  lighting  and  watering  to  be 
done  by  arrangement  with  those  who  would  want  the  ’ 
accommodation.  The  gentlemen  who  got  frightened 
about  the  taxation  did  so  from  not  calculating  the 
exact  amount  they  would  get ; it  would  give  £825  at 
the  present  rate  of  taxation  where  they  only  calculated 
on  getting  £600  from  it.  I don’t  know  that  it  is 
necessary  to  say  anything  about  sanitary  matters,  but 
I think  it  would  be  better  managed  by  the  Corporation. 

315.  Your  idea  is  that  there  would  be  better  sanitary 
ai-rangements  made  and  that  the  work  would  be  better 
done  by  the  Corporation  as  the  urban  sanitary  authority 
than  by  the  rural  sanitary  authority? — Decidedlybetter. 

I may  say  that  upon  the  passing  of  the  Poor  Law  Act, 

1 & 2 Vic.,  cap.  56,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  pro- 
ceeded to  define  the  electoral  division  of  Waterford, 
and,  for  a considerable  portion  of  the  circumference 
adopted  the  boundaries  of  the  then  county  of  the 
city  of  Waterford,  but  included  a small  portion  not 
within  those  boundaries  and  excluded  a portion 
which  was  part  of  the  county  of  the  city 
of  Waterford.  The  electoral  division  contains  an 
area  of  7,368  acres  and  a population  of  28,959,  being 
about  2,000  acres  less  than  the  former  county  of  the 
city  of  Waterford,  but  having  a population  of  only 
1,020  less  than  that  of  the  Parliamentary  borough. 

The  electoral  division  was  divided  into  five  wards,  the 
area  and  valuation  of  which  has  been  stated  by  Mr. 

Howard.  Each  ward  elects  two  guardians,  but  there 
is  a provision  in  the  Public  Health  Act  enabling  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  divide  the  extra-mural 
portion  into  other  wards  for  the  purposes  of  that  Act. 

The  electoral  division  is  divided  into  two  dispensary 
districts,  with  separate  physicians,  but  the  entire  cost 
under  the  Medical  Charities  Act  is  controlled  by  one 
committee,  which  meets  at  the  dispensary,  in  Lady- 
lane,  in  the  city  of  Waterford.  These  physicians  are 
sanitary  officers  under  the  Act,  but  their  salaries  as 
sanitary  officers  are  partly  paid  by  the  inter-mural 
portion  of  the  electoral  division  and  partly  by  the 
extra-mural  portion.  The  Corporate  Reform  Act, 
which  was  made  to  remedy  municipal  abuses,  formed 
the  municipal  borough  out  of  the  Parliamentary 
borough.  The  boundary  lines  were  chosen  in  an 
arbitrary  manner,  running  in  some  cases  in  the  middle 
of  streets,  and  by  a strange  regulation  it  altered  tbe 
Grand  Jury  laws  and  made  tbe  municipal  borough  so 
found  the  county  of  the  city  of  Waterford  for  judicial 
fiscal  and  "Grand  Jury  purposes.  That  portion  of  the 
county  of  the  city  which  lies  at  the  north  of  the  river 
Suir  was  formed  into  a new  barony  in  the  county  of 
■Waterford,  and  i»  called  the  taxon,  of 
it  contains  only  2,183  acres,  and  IS  valued  at  ±3,216, 
yet  tta  expenses  of  one  of  tlie  arterial  reads : approach- 
ing the  city  is  thrown  upon  it.  This  district  is 
essentially  suburban  and  ought  to  be  under  cmc, 
either  by  the  City  Brand  Jury  ortho  Corporation. 

The  other  portion  of  the  county  of  the  aty  which  was 
excluded  from  the  existing  county  °f  ‘he  city  was  added 
to  the  baronies  of  Gaultiere  and  MiMetbird.  The  effect 
of  this  has  been  to  necessitate  the  holding  of  a county 
petty  session*  called  St  Patrick's  Hall  sesto*.  for 
tile  districts  thus  excluded  from  oiyie  nghte;  and  as 
the  portion  thus  transferred  from  the  city  to  the  county 
is  ily  urban,  and  the  sessions  are  only  held 
monthly,'  considerable  inconvenience  hasaosen  Such 
buildings  as  the  lunatic  asylum,  the  radway  Staton 
the  poor-house,  the  proposed  dry  docks,  and  other 
nnbliohuildings,  are  outside  the  cmc  bounds.  There 
?s  no  legal  provision  for  lighting  these  roads,  nor  does 

^S^ToIretodSto/'eonsidereble  ineonvenienee 

S^TnSStl&y,  there  are  many 
■te.ro>.  of  tot-  take  the  ease  too  of  wages,  if  a 
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the  old  terminus  to  discharge ; they  are  outside  of  the 
boundary,  and  a delay  follows  of  three  weeks,  till  the 
sessions  occur  or  the  vessel  goes  away.  There  is  in 
fact  no  summary  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  the  kind.  If 
it  was  in  the  city  the  case  would  he  disposed  of  without 
difficulty,  and  with  expedition  at  the  Police  Courts 
which  sit  every  day.  I observe  that  the  two  mile  and 
two  mile  and  a half  area  has  been  discussed,  and  it  has 
been,  I note,  considered  a reasonable  area.  Following 
the  electoral  division,  if  a circle  were  struck  with  a two 
mile  radius,  all  that  would  be  left  outside  it  would  be 
portion  of  Kiloteran,  and  curious  to  say,  the  whole  of 
that  property  up  there  is  corporate  property. 

317.  So  that  any  portion  that  would  be  outside  two 
miles  would  be  corporate  property? — Yes,  the  cor- 
poration property  runs  up  for  five  English  miles ; with 
regard  to  the  electoral  divisions,  there  is  this  com- 
munity of  purpose  between  the  whole  of  them ; we  all 
pay  the  same  poor  rate,  and  my  idea  would  be,  that 
there  would  be  an  equality  of  county  cess,  it  would 
probably  increase  on  the  city  Id.  in  the  pound,  if  we 
made  an  equal  rating  over  the  whole ; Waterford 
stands  different  from  other  places  in  this  way.  In 
the  addition  we  propose  we  don’t  want  to  saddle  the 
outsiders  with  any  taxation,  mid  the  reason  W atevford 
citizens  are  averse  to  an  extension,  is,  because  they 
fear  that  portion  of  the  taxation  on  outlying  districts 
will  be  thrown  on  them. 

318.  That  so  far  from  their  deriving  any  benefit 
from  it,  they  will  be  worse  off  ? — Yes,  that  is  what 
they  apprehend. 

319.  Can  you  say  whether  amongst  the  people  you 
propose  to  take  in,  is  there  a difference  of  opiniou  on 
the  question? — The  only  way  after  all  we  have  of 
testing  it  is  this ; at  the  time  the  Improvement  Bill 
was  proposed  there  was  a great  outcry  against  taxation 
got  up  by  the  barony  of  Kilculliheen,  and  a meeting 
was  held. 

320.  Can  you  say  is  there  a difference  of  opinion 
entertained  ?— Yes,  the  feeling  out  of  doors  is  this, 
you  may  take  it  that  both  parties  are  apprehensive  of 
an  increase  of  taxation  being  the  result  of  any  increase 
of  boundary. 

322.  Then,  opinions  are  divided  within  the  city 
boundaries  and  without'? — Yes.  You  were  asking 
about  the  boundaries  of  wards.  I was  about  to 
mention  that  I have  gone  through  the  list.  Now,  the 
average  valuation  for  each  voter  in  Centre  Ward  is 
£38 ; for  the  Custom  House  Ward,  £3S ; for  the 
South  Ward,  £45;  for  the  Tower  Ward,  £55  ; and 


for  the  West  Ward,  £66.  Now,  in  any  change  that 
would  take  place  the  Centre  one  is  the  one  that°want 
to  be  increased,  and  the  way  is  to  diminish  the  Towt^ 
Ward,  add  to  the  Custom  House,  and  diminish  the 
Custom  House  by  adding  to  the  Centre  Ward. 

323.  In  your  opinion  would  there  be  any  difficulty 
in  adopting  the  Poor  Law  Wards  as  wards  for 
municipal  purposes ?—  None  whatever;  I think  it 
would  be  a great  convenience.  If  the  Poor  Law 
boundaries  were  adopted  it  would  be  a great  con- 
venience to  the  Commissioners  of  Valuation. 

324.  Have  you  auy  idea  how  it  would  affect  the 
constituency  in  each  ward  ? — The  average  number  of 
burgesses  in  the  South  Ward  is  151  ; in  the  Tower 
Ward,  17.7 ; in  the  West  Ward,  136 ; in  the  Centre 
Ward,  128  ; and  in  the  Custom  House,  156.  I think 
you  would  add  to  the  West  and  Centre  Wards  but 
the  Tower  Ward  would  remain  the  same. 

325.  Mi-.  Delandre  says  that  to  a great  extent  at 
present  the  town  is  not  lighted  at  all;  that  there  are 

several  roads  in  which  there  are  no  lights  at  all  ? 

Well,  I could  not  say ; of  course  there  must  be  places 
where  there  are  no  lights,  but,  as  a matter  of  fact  I 
think  the  town  is  as  well  lighted  as  any  town  I ever 
was  in.  He  might  be  right  speaking,  perhaps,  of  a 
short  time  ago,  for  at  the  north  side  of  the  city  it  was 
not  lighted  until  within  the  last  month  or  two.  Ten  new 
lamps  have  been  erected  at  Ferry  bank.  TJnder  the 
old  Act  people  beyond  a hundred  yards  from  a lamp 
were  exempted  from  payment,  and  the  Corporation  at 
that  time  only  put  up  a lamp  where  they  would  get 
sufficient  to  pay  for  it.  Since  then,  however,  they 
have  been  extending  them.  It  is  a preposterous  thing 
to  run  the  boundaries  in  the  middle  of  a road  as 
they  do  now.  If  the  proposed  extension  took  place  I 
have  no  doubt  the  populous  places  would  be  lighted. 
Mr.  Delandre  has  spoken  about  the  Corporatkn 
finances.  It  is  right  to  say  that  the  general  debt  of  the 
Corporation  has  been  within  a few  years  reduced  very 
considerably.  I may  mention  that  they  spent  over 
£1,200  in  widening  two  new  streets. 

326.  Is  there  any  probability  of  an  increase  to  the 
Corporate  property  by  leases  falling  in  ? — No,  not  any 
immediate  prospect.  The  principal  increase  has  fallen 
in,  and  there  will  not  be  any  great  increase  until  1924. 
Since  the  year  1870  we  had  an  increase  of  about 
£2,000  or  £2,200  a year-. 

327.  There  will  be  an  increase  of  at  least  £20,000  a 
year,  and  probably  it  will  be  wox-th  a great  deal  more 
in  the  year  1 924. 


Mr.  Howard  re-called. 


328.  Chairman. — It  appears  we  cannot  get  the 
members  of  the  Corporation  to  come  here  to  expx-ess 
their  views  on  this  subject,  but  Mr.  Fisher  says  what 
would  simplify  matters  entirely  would  be  to  bring  in 
the  whole  electoral  division,  and  he  says  that  in  otlxex- 
places  the  proposal  has  been  made  to  extend  the 
boundaries  from  a mile  to  two  miles,  or  two  miles  and 
a half.  He  says  that  in  this  particular  case  to  adopt 
the  boundary  he  proposes  it  would  only  in  one  spot  be 
beyond  two  miles  or  so,  and  in  that  part  it  would  be 

Corporation  property.  "What  do  you  say  to  that? 

Well,  I don’t  go  as  far  as  Mr.  Fisher,  but  my  own 
individual  opinion  is  that  an  extension  ought  to  take 
place. 

329.  But  what  about  the  electoral  division  ? — It  is 
a,  moot  point  if  we  should  go  for  the  whole  electoral 
division. 


330.  In  asking  you  your  opinion  I do  not  ask  you 
to  speak  as  town  clerk,  but  simply  to  give  your  own 
private  opinion  as  to  whether  you  agree  with  Mr. 
Fisher? — I would  go  vex-y  near  agreeing  with  him. 
One  great  advantage  is  regulating  the  boundary  by 
townlands. 

331.  Suppose  we  adopted  the  poor  law  divisions  of 
the  wards,  how  many  burgesses  would  be  in  each,  and 
how  many  would  be  qualified  for  the  office  of  town 
councillor  ? — I could  not  say.  The  clerk  of  the  union 
might  be  able  to  tell  you  that. 

332.  Mr.  Fisher. — It  would  be  of  great  further 
utility  to  define  the  bounds  in  such  a way  that  the 
terms,  the  County  of  the  City,  the  Parliamentary 
Borough,  the  Electoral  Division,  and  the  Registrar’s 
District,  should  mean  and  convey  the  same  idea. 
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Mr.  Joseph  Clampe'tt,  examined. 


333  I am  a member  of  the  Town  Council,  and  of 
three  of  the  standing  Committees.  I am  opposed  to 
extension.  At  tire  lsist  general  meeting  of  the 
“(-cal  I moved  a resolution  which  was  carried  with 
" dissentient,  to  the  effect  that  no  extension  was 
on  I did  it  on  the  ground  that  it  would  cost 


Watebfoxd. 
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poor  neighbours  and  tenants  should  be  mulcted  to  pay 
for  it.  Mr-  Joseph 

341.  According  to  present  principles,  if  this  town  ^,amPftt- 
was  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  it  is  only  land, 
market  gardens,  and  so  forth,  that  the  legislature  has 

_ mentioned  that  would  pay  one-fourth,  owners  of  houses 

fh^town  at" present,  at  least,  £200  a year  extra,  if  would  pay  the  full  amount.  Do  you  think,  that  any 
6 not  light  the  district  proposed  by  the  Finance  extension  of  the  borough  boundary — do  you  think  that 
C mmittee  and  £600  a year  extra  if  they  did  light  it.  any  heavier  impost  would  be  imposed  on  the  fanner  than 
I could  see  no  correlative  advantage  to  make  up  for  at  present  1 — Yes  ; well,  we  all  know  the  state  of  the 

7,  , additional  outlay  by  bringing  in  the  people  of  the  country  at  present,  as  a landlord  and  tenant,  I know 

j?ari  ;r).  T„.ot)osed  to  be  brought  in.  I am,  myself,  from  experience  of  tenants  who  do  not  live  very  far 

‘ from  "Waterford,  that  some  of  them  cannot  pay  their 

rent.  To  impose  additional  taxes  upon  these  people, 
no  matter  what  the  advantages,  would  be  a hardship. 

Our  trade  is  depressed,  and  under  all  the  circumstances 
it  would  be  hard  to  saddle  on  those  people  additional 
liabilities  when  they  really  cannot  meet  their  demands. 

342.  There  would  be  the  railway  station,  and  the 
artillery  barracks,  and  there  would  be  ‘about  twelve 


neighbourhood  of  the  town  ? — No,  their  lands  about 
the  town  is  not  one  bit  more  valuable  in  that  respect. 
We  have  not  a garden  round  that  can  get  G <1.  more 
than  they  do  twenty  miles  away. 

344.  Where  is  all  the  supply  of  milk,  that  is  daily 

n t used  by  the  people  of  Waterford — where  is  the  supply 

S Itefedt1!?  ae'Gi»nd"jmyrif  they 'continue  such  of  milk  md  eggs  got  for  >11  those  24,000  psoplet- 
“ . Just  as  it  comes  to  any  other  place  from  the  country, 

an  abuse.  ..  , „ , . . n_fl  •.  345.  Does  it  not  come  from  the  district  just  outside 

00 x There  is  a street  called  Barrack-street,  and  it  “ , ,,  ,,  . J 

w r t fonfw  horraelrs  an d the  Artillerv  the  boundaries? — I can  tell  you  the  price  of  milk,  we 

S°t^tSt,“  at tetf^S  . W lorg.  co.tmct  to-day  of  140  glloos  »d 

bo»darh  and  the  artiUcy  ouriide  ^ 

it? — Yes,  that  is  the  case.  . . 346.  Sir.  Fisher. — If  the  boundaries  were  extended, 

336.  Now  on  what  principle  is  it  that  the  entire  uot  ending  operations  go  on  around  the  city? 

of  that  street — one  continuous  street — should  not  be  j nofc  believe  it.  There  is  not  a demand  for 

within  the  municipal  boundary? — I believe,  if  you  houses  in  Waterford.  In  fact,  I think  the  circum- 
wanted  to  extend  the  municipal  franchise,  you  would  stances  0f  extending  the  boundaries  would  rather  have 
not  get  two  persons  outside  the  city,  qualified  to  be  ^ etTect  of  preventing  building  going  on.  There 
burgesses  of  the  city  of  Waterford,  who  live  con-  wou^  then  be  the  anticipation  of  taxation  to  impede 
venient  to  the  Artillery  barracks.  With  reference  to 

the  borough  rate — there  is  no  borough  rate.  Now  g^y  Chairman.  —Were  you  in  the  Town  Council 

we  find  that  even  with  an  income  of  £10,000  or  in  18y‘5?_yes. 

£13,000  a year,  we  cannot  get  on  without  exceeding  34g  Am1  on  w]lat  principle  did  you  approve  then 
by  our  expenditure,  something  like  £2,000,  our  ^ proposed  extension  of  the  municipal  area  ?-r-I 
present  income.  Our  present  income  wont  do,  an  opposed  it  then  and  now,  because  I believe  it  to  be  an 
we  must  go  in  for  a borough  rate.  In  fact,  it  is  at  j“^sition  on  the  city.  I was  only  one  of  four.  I may 

present  contemplated  to  have  a borough  rate.  There  melltion  here,  that  there  was  incurred  a sum  of  £3,950 

is,  in  fact,  notice  given  to  levy  a borough  rate  for  and  ^ order  C0Yer  tliat,  as  a sop  they  said  we 

lamp  tax ; to  re-levy  lamp  tax  in  the  shape  of  borough  ^ the  butter  market,  to  get  that  £3,950 

rate.  We  have  a 2s.  rate,  and  v»e  are  looking  to  be  put  on  the  city  of  Waterford.  I may  also  men- 
forward  to  a 3s.  water  rate.  . tion,  that  gentlemen  who  proposed  or  aided  this  move- 

337.  Mr.  Cotton.— What  is  the  lamp  tax?— Is.  in  like  Mr.  Slattery  j.p.,  became  afterwards  its. 

the  pound.  It  will  he  for  them  to  consider  if  . it  is  to  most  strenuous  opponents. 

be  levied.  349.  You  are  aware  that  the  population  at  present  is 


strongly  opposed  to  any  extension.  This  place  is  not  from  Waterford,  that  some  of  them  cannot  pay  their 
like  Cork  or  Dublin,  because  there  are  no  new  buildings  ’-Ant.  To  irmuw«  additional  nmn  tW 
here  and  I may  say  there  have  not  been  any  extensive 
building  operations  for  the  past  fifty  years.  In  that 
■wav  it  is  unlike  Dublin  and  other  places.  I do  not 
see  any  reason  oil  account  of  the  boundaiy  running 
alon"  roads  or  across  public  streets  for  enlarging  the 
boundaries.  On  one  side  of  the  places  so  divided,  the 
work  is  in  charge  of  the  county,  and  in  the  other,  of  gentlemen’s  houses  ? — Well,  as  to  the  railway  station, 
the  citv  and  Mr.  Duffin,  the  County  Surveyor  (who  with  trucks,  and  waggons,  and  all  sorts  of  vehicles  cut- 
is here)  takes  charge  of  these  parts  of  the  city  of  ting  up  the  roads,  what  benefit  we  would  derive  from 
Waterford  them  would  not  pay  one-fourth  of  what  we  would  have 

334  Are  you  aware  that  all  that  is  paid  by  the  to  pay  for  them, 
city  towards  the  road  that  is  partly  in  the  city  and  343.  Tell  me,  are.  there  not  market  gardens  in  the 
partly  in  the  county,  is  only  £11  each  half  year,  and 
that  Mr.  Duffin  gets  £10  a year  for  looking  after  the 
expenditure  of  tliat?— That  is  a question  for  the 
Grand  Jury  to  see  after.  If  the  Grand  Jury  see  fit 
to  give  la.  in  the  pound  to  one  man,  while  another 
gentleman  might  do  it  equally  efficiently  for  6<Z.,  that 


338  Chairman  — Suppose  it  is  struck,  sad  the  about3i,000,  and  th«t  that  is  just 1,000  beWthelimit 
legS.tum SL  the  »te  to  be  paid  outride  to  be  £or  application  of U». WW ' Dwetag,  Art  worid 

one-fourth  ? I think  it  would  he  very  unfair  to  you  not  think  it  of  advantage  to  be  able  to  put  tnat 

rr^ybo^y,  to  make  them  pay  one-fourth  or  one-  Lasure  in  force  ?_I  think  we  have  al!  the  powers  we 
eighth  of  what  they  don’t  derive  any  Wit  ^ ArtW  Dealing.  Act 

339.  Take  the  gentry  outside,  do  they  not  deiive  350.  *0- ■ P secmed  give  it  ss 

great  benefit  from  the  lamps  in  the  town  dnvmg  to  't nS  it  wo. a miserable  thingto 

the  railway  stations,  coming  into  places  of  worship,  a mason  foreatori^  mtrford  only  23i000  or 
usingthe  streets  of  the  city,  and  As  lighu  m th,‘  ^dfor  the  sake  ofmaking  it  30,000,"  Isaid 

winter  eveninga  and  so  on.  Do  they  not  m yon  go  merdy  for  figures,  and  for  the 

derive  great  advantages  in  every  way  from  t saddle  the  citv  with  £500  or  £600. 

— They  do  not.  In  the  first  place  they  have  ril  their  ^ f g™X“l^ttiould  notsrtiffle  the  city 
parish  churches  outside.  ,~r  eontrarv,  it  would  lessen  the 

340.  But  suppose,  they  come  in  to  the  Cathedral, 

suppose  they  come  to  the  theatre,  and  to  the  railway,  «■_  Cotton. — Supposing  the  population,  by 

and  so  on?—" Well,  if  people  come  for  their  amusement  ^ leased  beyond  25,000  would  the 

and  pleasure,  or  convenience,  I do  not  see  why  their  tne  exmnm  , 
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Watebtokd.  Artisans’  Dwellings  Act  be  used  1 — I am  quite  sure  it 
itar.  7,  1879  would  not. 

Mr.  Joseph  353.  Chairman. — Is  there  ample  room  for  the  poor 
Clampett.  people  now1? — There  is.  There  are  plenty  of  small 
houses  idle.  I have  some  idle  myself.  There  are  a 
couple  of  hundred  of  small  houses.  I have  some,  and 
I can’t  let  them,  ranging  in  rent  from  2s.  6d.  to  3s.  a 
week. 

354.  Where  are  they1? — In  Castle-street. 

355.  Mr.  Fisher. — Are  you  not  the  owner  of  houses 
set  in  tenements  ? — Yes,  large  houses  rented  up  to  £20 
a yeax-,  and  houses  from  £4  to  £14,  and  houses  from 
2s.  to  4s.  a week  idle. 

357.  Chairman. — When  I was  here  before  I re- 
member Mr.  Hamilton  brought  me  down  to  the  manure 
depot — to  Miller's  marsh — and  he  showed  me  houses, 
places  built  upon  the  very  walls.  I was  horrified  to  see 
these.  I understood  him  to  say  that  the  poor  people 
had  no  other  place  to  live. 

358.  Mr.  Fisher. — They  are  living  in  filthy  dens  in 
the  city. 

359.  Witness. — All  I can  say  is  that  these  people 
would  prefer  living  there. 

360.  Chairman. — In  1875  the  Corporation  went 
forward  with  this  bill.  There  were  only  four  dis- 
sentients then,  of  which  you  were  one,  but  all  the  rest 
were  in  favour  of  the  extension  proposed.  I wanted 
some  of  the  gentlemen  to  come  here  and  tell  us  what 
was  the  reason  they  changed  them  minds.  You  are 
the  only  one  to  come  and  give  any  single  reason.  You 
are  consistent,  for  you  say — I did  not  go  in  for  an  ex- 
tension then  and  I do  not  go  in  for  it  now.  Mr. 
Delandre  says  : — “ I am  opposed  to  extension,  to  the 
extension  proposed,  but  I certainly  think  there  should 
be  some  extension,  a considerable  extension,  but  not 
the  one  proposed  by  the  Finance  Committee.”  There 
were  five  members,  according  to  Mr-.  Hamilton,  of  the 
Finance  Committee  recommending  an  extension  of 
these  boundaries.  The  Corporation  then  referred  it 
back  to  the  Finance  Committee,  to  see  what  was 
suggested.  They  prepare  their  figures,  and  the 
moment  their  report  goes  back  it  is  all  but  unanimously 
thrown  out.  So  that  four  yeax-s  ago  we  have  the 
Corporation,  with  thii-ty-six  or  thirty-four  members, 
going  forward  for  this  extension,  and  now  we  have 
them,  with  thirty-nine  against  it,  asking  that  there 
should  be  no  extension.  Now,  what  we  would  like  to 
know  is  what  made  the  thirty-six  who  were  for  it 
befoi-e  go  round  and  say,  no,  we  won’t  have  any  exten- 
sion.  These  thirty-six  gentlemen  are  found  going  to 
Parliament,  to  the  expense  of  that  bill;  and  if  it  goes 


to  the  House  of  Commons  every  one  of  these  men 
being  against  the  extension  now,  what  claim  would 
they  have,  it  being  represented  to  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  that  these  gentlemen  were  for 
it,  with  only  four  dissentients  out  of  foi-ty,  whilst  now 
twenty-five  actually  voted  against  five.  Now,  as  to 
the  burial-ground  question,  at  pi-esent  you  have  noi 
any  burial-ground  in  the  city  of  Waterford.  There  is 
the  Society  of  Friends’  and  the  French  burial-cround 
We  know  the  tendency  of  the  law  is  to  close  up  every 
intra-mural  burial-gi-ound.  It  is  now  stated  to  us  that 
there  is  not  a bit  of  ground  in  the  city  that  you  can 
get,  and  yet  yoxi  are  the  burial  boax-d.  Would  you  not 
think  it  advisable  to  extexxd  tbe  boundary  a short  bit 
in  ox-der  to  get  a piece  of  gx-oxxnd  for  the  purpose  1— 
When  the  graveyard  here  was  closed,  tlxe  Protestants 
went  outside  and  boxxght  a bux-ial-groxnid.  There  is  no 
necessity  for  a burial-ground.  There  was  one  splendid 
one  paid  for — several  acres  were  paid  for  out  of  the 
rates. 

361.  Mr.  Fisher. — And  it  was  turned  into  a paupers’ 
burial-ground. 

362.  Witness. — The  guardians  reduced  the  charges, 
bxxt  it  is  very  extensively  used. 

363.  Chairman. — Do  yoxx  think  now  that  it  would 
not  be  desirable — with  reference  to  the  regulation  of 
hackney  carriages  and  police  aiu-angements  at  the 
railway  station  anil  elsewhere — that  the  boundaries  be 
extended  in  order  that  the  Corporation  have  the 
lxxanagement  of  tlxe  hackney  cars  ? — We  have  that. 

364.  Only  within  the  municipal  boundaries ; but,  as 
has  been  said,  wlxy  should  a man  not  have  tlxe  benefit  of 
the  police  regulations  up  to  liis  hall  door1?  Why 
should  not  the  police  x-egxxlations  be  enforceable,  why 
not  applicable  to,  say,  the  artillery  barracks  1 And,  as 
to  the  fax-c,  you  must  give  him  6 d.  to  the  borough 
boundary,  and  6d.  to,  say,  tlie  workhouse? — Bxxt  that 
might  apply  if  you  extoixdod  tbe  boundary  to  three 
miles. 

365.  In  tlxe  oxxe  street, if  tliox-e  were  two  cabmen, one 
in  one  spot  and  tho  other  ixx  another,  the  one  man  may- 
be as  xxxxcivil  and  as  extox-tionate  as  ho  likes,  and  may 
say  to  me  bring  me  up  to  petty  sessions  in  three  weeks 
if  yoxx  like — would  it  ixot  bo  better  to  extend  the 
boundary  to  three  miles  than  to  have  that  state  of 
things  1 — Bxxt  would  not  that  apply  if  you  extended 
it  three  miles  ? 

366.  Of  course,  but  we  must  have  regai-d  to  the 
streets  anil  places  that  have  a continuity  of  hoxxses  1 — 
My  argument  is  tlxat  if  you  went  to  Kilcullilxeen  tlxe 
same  thing  would  apply. 


45"“ 


Alderman  Ryan  examined. 


367.  Chairman. — You  were  on  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee I understand?— Yes,  and  I suggested  that 
boxmdary. 

368.  And  do  you  abide  by  it  still  1 — When  we  niet 
on  the  Finance  Committee  we  considered  that  anythin" 
we  would  take  in  would  be  more  or  less  loss  to  the 
city,  and  we  determined  on  taking  in  nothing  but  what 
ought  really  to  be  brought  in  as  part  of  tbe  city.  My 
view  of  tbe  extension  is  that  whatever  addition  we 
take  in  ought  to  be  treated  just  the  same  as  the  city 
at  present,  as  regards  water  and  sanitary  works,  and 
that  we  should  not  keep  a special  account  at  all.  The 
streets  at  present  are  repaired  out  of  the  Borough 
fund,  and  I would  have  tbe  new  roads  or  streets  paid 
out  of  the  same.  This  and  sanitary  expenses  would 
amount  to  about  £606,  giving  credit  for  amount  we 
would  receive  out  of  the  Public  Water  rate,  and  the 
saving  that  would  he  effected  in  our  Grand  Jury  cess 
both  amounting  to  £400— it  would  leave  a loss  of  about 
£206  per  annum.  As  I would  treat  the  extended  dis- 
trict as  part  of  the  city  any  borough  rate  to  be  levied,  I 
would  levy  on  all.  The  council,  however,  did  not  see 
their  way  to  approving  of  the  proposed  extension.  I 
made  out  the  Grand  Jury  cess,  the  present  Grand  Jury 


cess  payable  by  the  city  of  Waterford  at  present  as 
£4,225,  which  is  equal  to  2s.  2d.  in  the  pound,  that  is 
on  the  valuation  of  £39,000,  with  the  proposed  increase 
the  valuation  of  thecity  would  come  to  £45 ,000  that  is  by 
adding  the  proposed  increase  of  £6,000  to  the  £39,000. 
The  additional  charges  to  be  put  on  the  present 
Grand  Jury  cess  would  be  8 \d.  for  the  xailway 
guarantee  which  would  be  equal  to  £212  10s.,  and 
collection,  &c.,  £30,  bringing  it  up  to  £4,467  10s. 
That  would  then  be  tbe  gross  px-esentments.  Now  the 
effect  would  be  if  you  spread  that  £4,467  10s.  over 
the  £45,000  to  reduce  the  Grand  Jury  to  2s.  in  the 
pound,  and  that  would  be  a saving  of  2d.  per  pound,  so 
that  if  the  proposed  of  extension  of  £6,000  valuation 
were  agreed  to,  and  that  tho  only  cliai-ges  are  the 
only  additional  charges  on  the  Grand  Jury  eess  were 
the  railway  guarantee  of  Sid.  per  pound,  and  collect- 
ing additional  cess  it  would  effect  the  saying  I have 
mentioned  of  2d.  in  the  pound  on  present  city  cess,  and 
that  would  be  equal  to  £325.  The  public  water  rata 
of  3d.  in  the  pound  would  be  £75,  and  that  with  the 
£325  would  amount  to  £400  ; but  the  loss  would  be 
in  this  way..  Cost  estimated  of  maintaining  the  roads 
of  proposed  extension  payable  as  existing  streets  are 
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out  of  the  borough  fund  £506.  Sanitary  expenses 

^>100 total  expenditure  £606  from  which  abstract  the 

£400  and  you  have  the  net  loss  of  £200  exclusive  of 
lighting. 

369.  The  view  you  took  then  was  this,  that  in 
justice  and  fairness,  and  having  regard  to  the  proximity 
to  the  town  of  these  outlaying  parts  they  ought  to  be 
a portion  of  the  town,  but  atthe  same  time  you  thought 
it  would  be  a money  loss  to  you  and  a gain  to  them  ? 
-Yes. 

370.  In  your  opinion  is  it  right  that  a line  should 
be  drawn  across  Barrack-street  dividing  the  boundary  ? 
—No,  it  is  absurd. 

371.  The  railway  station  should  be  taken  in  if  for 
nothing  else  than  police  purposes  ? — We  could  not  take 
an  acre  less  than  the  black  line  on  the  map. 

372.  Supposing  there  is  any  extension,  or  even  if 
things  were  left  as  they  are,  do  you  consider  that  it 
would  be  better  to  have  the  poor  law  division  and  the 
Municipal  wards  alike  ? — Most  decidedly. 

373.  Whatever  extension  be  made! — Yes. 


3(4.  And  even  if  no  extension  were  made! — 
Yes. 

375.  Do  you  think  even  if  there  was  no  extension  that 
the  Municipal  and  Poor  Law  wards  should  be  the  same  1 
— No,  I see  no  objection,  I come  quite  unprepared. 

376.  You  think  that  the  Artisans'  Dwellings  Act 
should  be  put  in  force  1 — Certainly.  The  reason 
the  poor  people  live  in  the  places  they  do,  is 
because  there  is  a scarcity  of  small  houses.  Yon  will 
see  where  the  Corporation  are  building  the  cottages 
the  poor  people  are  leaving  their  tenement  houses 
and  going  to  the  cottages. 

377.  The  advantages  of  the  Artisans'  Dwellings 
Act  will  not  apply  unless  there  is  an  extension,  and 
consequent  increase  in  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  1 
— We  built  a certain  number  of  labourers’  cottages, 
and  we  owe  the  contractor  something  like  £200,  and 
that  contractor  was  compelled  to  serve  a writ  on 
Mr.  Howard  who  has  to  borrow  the  money  from 
private  individuals  to  pay  that  £200. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


MARYBOROUGH. —MARCH  5th,  1879. 
Before  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e. 

Mr.  Patrick  O’Regan,  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  the  Town  Clerk  ? — 
Yes. 

2.  Maryborough,  I understand,  is  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act  ? — Yes. 

3.  When  was  it  put  under  it  ? — In  December-,  1S54, 
shortly  after  the  Act  was  passed. 

4.  is  Maryborough  under  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act  for  all  purposes? — Yes,  I think  so. 

5.  It  includes  lighting  ? — Yes,  lighting  and  water- 
ing. 

6.  You  received  the  form  of  queries  from  us? — 
Yes. 

7.  But  you  did  not  send  us  the  replies  hack  to  those 
queries? — No.  I did  not. 

8.  Can  you  fill  them  in  now  ?— Well,  the  Commis- 
sioners have  not  approved  of  them,  and  I would  not 
like  to  take  on  myself  to  give  the  answers. 

S.  What  is  the  population  of  Maryborough  ? — 
2,731. 

10.  What  is  the  area  of  the  municipal  district? — 
The  area  is  a radius  of  one  half  an  English  mile. 

11.  And  the  acreage  %—  The  acreage  of  that  is  503 
acres,  hut  that  includes  the  town  and  acreage  under 
assessment — the  acreage  liable  to  assessment  is  450. 

12.  That  is  the  area  given  in  the  rate  book  ? — Yes. 

13.  And  the  other  fifty  acres? — That  is  that  portion 
which  is  not  included  in  the  streets,  the  part  not 
occupied  by  houses. 

14.  What  is  the  valuation  ?— The  entire  valuation 
is  £3,076. 

15.  You  have  no  wards? — No  wards. 

16.  Is  the  town  entirely  included  in  one  electoral 
division  ? — It  is. 

17.  How  far  does  that  electoral  division  extend 
north,  south,  east,  and  west  ? — It  w-ould  average 
about  a statute  mile — in  some  directions  it  would 
exceed  a mile. 

18.  Have  you  a map  of  the  town  showing  the 

boundary  of  the  town  itself? — Yes,  I have;  and  I have 
made  a circle  showing  what  a radius  of  half  a mile 
would  extend  to.  . , 

19.  Where  is  the  town  itself  marked  on  this  map ! 

— Within  this  circle  (indicating  circle  marked  red  on 
the  map).  _ . ■ 

20.  Surely  the  boundary  of  the  town  is  not  a cn-cle . 
— Yes,  it  is,  and  it  is  a radius  of  half  a mile. 

21.  Where  do  you  get  this,  what  is  your  authority 
for  saying  it  is  half  a mile  radius,  this  town  boundary  ? 
— That  is  what  tire  Town  Commissioners  adopted  when 
they  were  adopting  the  Act. 


22.  Have  you  got  the  resolution  adopting  that  1— 
I have  not,  but  I have  seen  it. 

23.  Have  you  the  Gazette  ? — No  : I lent  it,  and  I 
have  not  got  it. 

24.  Is  it  not  entered  in  the  record  of  the  first  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — Yes ; but  I 
have  not  that  hook. 

25.  I ask  you  because  it  looks  veiy  different  indeed 
from  what  I saw  at  the  valuation  ofiiee.  It  strikes  me 
it  is  not  the  same  at  all.  It  is  about  a half  mile  radius, 
you  say  ? — It  is  a half  a mile  exactly. 

26.  What  is  the  centre  point  you  adopted — can  you 
describe  it  ? — It  is  the  old  Rampart  or  Fort. 

27.  Is  that  marked  on  the  ordnance  map  ? — It  is. 

28.  How  many  Town  Commissioners  have  you? — 
Nine. 

29.  How  many  people  are  on  the  hooks  eligible  for 
the  post  of  Town  Councillors  ! — About  fifty. 

30.  Fifty  persons  qualified  ? — Yes. 

31 . And  how  many  are  qualified  to  vote  in  the  town  ? 
— 136  or  137. 

32.  What  are  your  receipts  during  :he  year  ? — At 
a one  shilling  rate  we  received  £160. 

33.  First  of  all  give  me  the  rates  for  the  hist  five 
years,  '74  75  76  77  and  78?— In  1S7*  1a,  in  75  6 J., 
in  76  10c/.,  in  77  10d.,  and  in  78  we  made  no  rate. 

34.  Have  you  any  other  source  of  income  except  the 
rates?— We  have  the  public  ounsel. 

35.  Can  you  give  the  amounts  brought  in  by  these 
other  sources?— Yes  j the  ounsel,  averaging  £9  10s. ; 
the  dog  tax,  averaging  £7  or  £8,  and  we  get  half  the 
fines  at"  Petty  Sessions  Court— about  £25. 

36.  You  have  no  landed  property  ? — No. 

37.  Can  you  tell  me  in  78  what  your  income  and 
expenditure  was?— I could  not  tell  for  1878  from  re- 
collection. I have  the  account  of  it.  of  course. 

38.  You  can  give  it  to  us  afterwards  ’ — Certainly. 

39!  Can  you  Yell  me,  what  the  poor  rate  was  for 

those  five  years  i — Xu  74  the  poor  rate -mis  HUal, 
2s.  • in  75  3a  6 d. ; in  76  2s.  4 cl. ; m i ( 2s.  3d. ; in 
78  4s  ‘7d.  I think  that  is  it. 

40  If  you  are  not  sure  you  had  better  not  give 
them’,  mat  ™ the  poor  rate  in  78  I— is.  2 d. 

41.  Was  any  portion  of  that  sanitary  rate  1 — les. 

42.  How  much  ? — Is.  4d.  , 

43.  What  was  that  raised  for  ? — For  sewers  through 
the  town. 


W ATEHPOItn. 
Mar.  7,  1879. 
AMerman 


Bonocoii. 
Mar.  5.  IS79. 

Mr.  Patrick 
O’iiegan. 
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44.  And  on  what  district  was  that  rate  raised? — 
It  was  raised  on  the  townland  adjoining  the  town. 

45.  Can  you  give  the  names  ? — Belad. 

46.  What  I want  is  the  number  of  townlands  that 
were  subjected  to  the  sanitary  rate  of  Is.  4 d.  ? — Well, 
I don’t  know  if  Belad  was  subjected  to  the  sanitary 
rate,  but  it  is  within  the  boundary  of  the  town. 

47.  You  don’t  know  then  on  what  district  the  sani- 
tary rate  was  struck? — No. 

48.  Is  there  any  debt  on  the  town — do  the  Town 
Commissioners  owe  anything  ? — No. 

49.  Have  the  Board  considered  this  question  of  the 
extension  at  all  as  a body  ? — Well,  they  have,  it  was 
before  them. 

50.  Have  they  come  to  any  resolution? — No;  they 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  leave  it  as  it  is. 

51.  Well,  that  is  a resolution — did  they  come  to  that 
resolution  ? — They  did  not  come  to  that  resolution,  but 
that  I consider  to  be  the  feeling. 

52.  All  the  sanitai-y  works  in  the  town  now  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Guardians? — Yes. 

53.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 
question,  whether  they  would  wish  to  be  formed  into 
the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  so  as  to  restore  the 
sanitary  powers  to  themselves  ?— The  matter  was  under 
consideration,  but  no  resolution  was  passed  ou  the 
subject. 

54.  They  have  not  passed  any  resolution? — No, 
but  the  feeling  that  I could  gather  or  glean  from  them 
was  that  they  thought  the  area  of  taxation  being  more 
extensive  under  the  Poor  Law  Board  than  with  us,  we 
had  better  leave  it  so. 

55.  That  is  that  the  Local  Government  Board  had 
the  power  of  putting  the  sanitary  rate  on  a larger  area  ? 
— Yes. 


56.  Is  there  any  expenditure  for  sanitary  works 
required  in  the  town  ? — I could  not  answer  that 
question.  I believe  the  Commissioners  think  there 
have  been  sanitary  works  enough  done. 

You  have  placed  on  that  map,  I see,  some  larger 
cii'cle — what  is  that  ? — That  would  be  supposing  the 
boundary  were  extended  another  half  mile. 

58.  If  it  were  so  extended,  would  it  take  in  many 
gentlemen’s  places  ? — It  would  not 

59.  Would  it  add  much  to  the  number  of  voters  ?— 
It  would  not 

60.  Would  it  add  to  the  number  of  gentlemen  quali- 
fied to  be  Town  Commissioners  ? — I am  sure  of  two ; 
I am  not  quite  certain  about  two  more,  that  is  all, 

co  don’fc  know  how  maRy  v°ters  it  would  add. 

62.  What  are  the  lands,  what  class  of  lands  lie  be- 
tween the  present  boundary  and  the  additional  half 
nule— are  they  townparks  ?— Not  exactly  townparks 
they  are  average  middling  fair  lands. 

63.  Would  it  take  in  any  public  buildings  at  present 
outside  the  municipal  boundary  1— No ; only  the  lunatic 
:isylum  and  jail.  They  are  exempt. 

64  I suppose  all  the  land  within  that  mile  radius 
you  have  there  derives  great  benefit  from  the  town,  on 
account  of  its  proximity  to  the  town  ?— Yes.  There  is 

no  doubt  of  it. 


„6G-  markets,  these  lands  are  exception- 

rily  well  off? — Yes;  and  as  regards  the  value  of  land. 

o7.  Having  facilities  for  disposing  of  their  produce 
is  a great  advantage  ? — Yes.  r 

68.  Are  there  schools  in  the  town  to  which  children 
°01?n  ft£-m  tIlat  distanc®  ?— Yes ; and  outside  that 

69.  How  far  beyond  that  half  mile  extension  would 
you  say  the  benefit  of  having  the  town  adjacent  ex- 


tends as  making  an  increase  in  the  value  nf  +i  , 
-WI  I don't  tK,*  the 

inclined  to  extend  it  much  beyond  half  a mil.  * A “ 

70.  Do  you  then  menn  that  the  KdS?*' 

arenot”1”  a*all,-Wdl’  ”7 impwtfoa is tbetSf 

71.  Do  they  intend  to  come  to  any  resolution  . 
it,  is  any  meeting  to  be  held  to  give  exprS  ^ 
opinion  about  it  ?— No  meeting  is  fixedP  ^ Sn 

72.  What  is  the  opinion,  do  you  know,  of  the  neonta 

living  within  that  half  mile  circle— what  i/S 
opinion,  do  you  happen  to  be  aware?— If  it  decrea^ 
the  rates  they  would  he  very  glad  it  would  be  take! 


73.  Wbo  would  be  in  favour  of  it?_The  peonle  nf 
the  town.  1 1 Ul 

74  Wljatisfha  “pinionofthe  people  within  that 
extended  half  nule  ?— I don’t  know  that.  I Wo 
consulted  any  of  them. 

75.  Of  course,  as  you  have  never  considered  tlie 
question  of  being  Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  you  never 
considered  the  question  of  whether  the  Town  Cominis 
sioners  should  take  up  the  roads— the  maintenance  of 
the  roads— instead  of  the  Grand  Jury?— Yes,  some  of 
them  have  expressed  a feeling  to  that  effect’  that  is 
they,  have  become  contractors  for  some  of  the  roads 
within  the  town  for  the  Grand  Jury. 

76.  You  are  aware  that  they  cannot  become  the 
authority  over  roads  and  bridges,  except  they  first 
become  -an  Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  and  take  up 
the  sanitary  work  ? — I am  aware.  They  have  become 
private  contractors  for  these  roads. 

77.  But  they  have  not  come  to  any  resolution  about 
any  of  these  mutters  as  a Board  f— No.  We  presented 
a petition  to  the  Grand  J uiy  on  one  occasion  under  the 
Local  Government  Act  for  the  privilege,  and  we  were 
refused  it. 


78.  The  Grand  Jury  refused  it? — Yes. 

79.  Well,  are  you  aware  that  if  you  become  the 
Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  the  Local  Government 
Board  could  give  you  a Provisional  Order  to  take  the 
roads  and  bridges,  whether  the  Grand  J ury  consented 
or  not? — Yes. 

80.  But  you  have  not  done  anything  1— No. 

81..  "What  is  your  own  private  opinion  as  to  this 
question  of  the  boundaries ; do  you  think  it  would  he 
better  for  the  town  to  be  extended  or  not? — I think  if 
•they  became  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  it  would 
not  benefit  them  at  all. 

82.  It  would  not  benefit  them,  you  think? — No; 
provided  they  take  up  tlie  management  of  the  roads 
and  bridges. 

83.  Why  would  it  not? — Because  the  additional 
income  would  not  be  equal  to  the  outlay. 

84.  Do  you  think  not,  if  they  had  the  power,  and 
got  the  same  rights  the  Grand  July  now  possess  for 
the  same  purpose? — Oh,  if  they  had  that  power  it 
would  be  different. 

85.  Well,  suppose  they  had  that  power? — That 
would  make  a great  difference ; I did  not  calculate  it 
in  that  light.  I tliink  it  would  do  very  well  if  they 
had  that  power.  I was  calculating  for  the  one-fourth. 

. 86.  If  they  were  made  the  Urban  Sanitary  Autho- 
rity to  take  up  the  powers  of  the  Grand  Jury,  they 
could  settle  the  rates  to  be  paid ; it  would  be  left  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  determine.  Have 
you  any  observations  you  would  like  to  make  ? — Noth- 
ing further. 


Mr.  William 
Fitsaimons. 


Mr.  William  Fitzsimons,  Solicitor,  examined. 


,8?’  Mr;  Cotton.— Can  you  tell  us,  Mr.  Pitzsimons, 
wiiat  the  feeling  of  the  Commissioners  is  regarding  an 
extension  of  boundaries  ?— No ; I don’t  think  there 
has  been  any  meeting  on  the  subject.  There  has  been 
,ln  fact,  no  solicitation  of  their  feeling  on  the  subject’ 
They  don’t  really  understand  it  at  all. 

88.  Are  you  a Town  Commissioner  yourself?— Yes. 


8.9.  You  are  aware,  perhaps,  what  is  the  general 
feeling  amongst  them  %— Well,  my  own  impression  of 
their  feeling  is,  that  there  is  a feeling  of  doubt  as  to 
what  would  be  the  result  of  an  extension. 

90.  In  what  way? — For  my  own  part  I should  say 
that  we  don’t  know,  supposing  the  boundary  is  extended, 
we  don’t  know  what  sanitary  work  the  town  may  be 
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allied  on  to  pay  for,  wliat  the  town  rates  may  be  re- 
quired to  pay  for.  At  present  there  has  been  a very 
large  outlay  from  a sanitary  point  of  view  in  the  town, 
and  I doubt  if  the  town  rates  could  afford  with  the 
proposed  increase  any  additional  outlay.  For  instance, 
if  additional  drainage  were  required  within  that  half 
mile  radius,  I doubt  if  the  town  could  afford  it,  or  if 
the  ratepayers  would  be  prepared  to  assent  to  it.  As 
I understand  that  half  mile  extension  proposed  that  is 
iny  view. 

91.  But  that  half  mile  radius,  as  it  appears  to  me, 
does  not  take  in  many,  if  any,  buildings  at  all ; in  that 
way,  therefore,  what  sanitary  work — what  drainage 
could  there  be  1 — I think  the  feeling  is  that  we  were 
rather  groping  in  the  dark,  taking  a leap  without 
knowing  exactly  what  we  were  doing — what  we  were 
t0  get — what  compensation  we  were  to  get  for  the 
extension,  for  the  liability. 

92.  Well,  suppose  you  have  not  made  any  applica- 
tion to  become  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  or  taken 
any  steps  to  take  up  the  roads,  suppose  you  simply 
remain  Town  Commissioners  as  you  are,  would  it  not 
be  an  advantage  to  you  to  have  the  area  extended  ! — 
Well,  we  have  taken  steps  to  take  up  the  roads  within 
the  present  municipal  boundary — we  have  become,  in 
fact,  private  contractors. 

93.  But  that  is  not  taking  steps  as  a Board  1 — Not 
as  a Board,  but  it  has  the  same  effect.  Steps  have 
been  taken  by  members  of  the  Board  to  take  up  the 
contract  within  the  streets,  and  I doubt  if  the  bound- 
aries were  extended  and  the  same  state  of  things  would 
apply,  I don’t  think  the  extended  district  of  roads 
would  enable  the  Commissioners  to  do  it  with  any 
profit,  or  satisfactorily  at  all. 

94.  Whatever  you  may  agree  to  do  as  private  con- 
tractors you  know  would  not  apply  or  be  obligatory 
upon  you  to  perform  if  the  area  were  extended — you 
would  not  be  obliged  to  do  the  same  thing  outside  ? — 
Well,  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  taking  up  the 
roads  outside ; it  was  simply  for  the  convenience  of  the 
town  that  the  Commissioners  took  it  up  at  all. 


9o.  V otdd  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  you  now  to  sunr- 
liave  an  additional  area  of  taxation  contributing  to  the  bobocoh. 
lighting  and  cleansing  of  the  town  1 — Well.  I would  be  ‘Var- lm- 
tlourt  if  the  „e»  rates  to  be  Mr. 
attorned  by.  the  additional  radius  would  compensate  Fitzaimons. 
for  the  additional  expenditure  on  the  extended  radius. 

96.  But  suppose  you  don’t  touch  the  roads  at  all. 
you  have  no  power  at  all,  you  know  ?— Except  as  pri- 
vate contractor. 


97.  But  leaving  the  roads  aside  altogether,  would  it 
not  be  an  advantage  to  have  an  extra  area  contributing 
to  the  paving,  cleansing,  and  lighting  !— Well,  putting 
it  on  the  principle  that  that  were  extra  rates’  sent  in 
to  us,  it  would.  If  I was  certain  the  compensation 
for  extension  would  not  put  the  Commissioners  or  the 
ratepayers  to  loss,  I would  say  “ yes  ” instantly.  But 
we  have  not  discussed  it — there  has  been  no  sense  of 
the  ratepayers  taken  on  it. 

98.  Is  there  any  intention  to  do  so  ! — I would  sav 
it.  would  be  very  desirable.  I am  informed  by  Consta- 
ble Gregory,  and  I believe  it  to  be  the  fact,  that  the 
ratepayers  of  the  town  hold  to  a very  large  extent  the 
lauds  proposed  to  be  comprised  in  the  new  area. 

99.  Yes,  so  that  the  increased  taxation  would  fail 
upon  residents  in  the  town  to  a great  extent  ? — Yes. 

100.  How  is  the  town  lit  1 — At  present  by  gas. 
There  is  a gas  company  that  supplies  ns. 

101.  Is  there  any  water  sujiply! — No,  not  any  water- 
works. 

102.  There  are  wells  1 — Yes;  plenty  of  wells,  but 
no  possibility  of  a supply  being  laid  down.  The  town 
lies  on  the  fiat,  and  from  the  circumstances  it  would 
be  impossible  to  bring  water  to  the  town. 

103.  Can  you  toll  me  what  would  be  the  feeling  of 
the  residents  within  this  proposed  extension  of  say 
half  a mile  sketched  out  by  Mr.  O’Kegan,  the  feeling 
of  the  owners  of  land  within  that  district? — I cannot, 
for  the  reason  I tell  you  ; no  sense  or  feeling  of  the 
ratepayers  has  been  taken.  I am  sorry  there  have  been 
uo  steps  taken.  Mr.  Turpin  is  here,  and  lie  can  give 
you  more  information  than  I can. 


Mr.  George  Vanston,  examined. 


104.  Mr.  Cotton. — Are  you  a Town  Commissioner 
now  ? — No,  not  now. 

105.  But  you  were,  I understand  ! — Yes,  for  six 
years. 

106.  So  that  you  are  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  feeling  of  the  town  ! — Yes. 

107.  And  can  let  us  have  statistics  and  other  inform- 
ation!— Yes. 

108.  Well,  give  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantages  or 
disadvantages  to  be  derived  from  an  extension  of  the 
boundary  ! — My  opinion  is — and  I believe  I have 
spoken  to  a great  many  people  on  the  subject — 

109.  Give  your  own  opinion! — My  opinion  is  that 
the  electoral  division  of  Maryborough  as  it  stands 
would  be  best  to  select  for  a radius.  On  the  north 
side  you  could  reach  about  three  quarters  of  a mile 
(Irish),  on  the  south  it  would  be  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile,  on  the  west  on  one  road  about  three  quarters, 
that  is  the  Mouutrath  road,  and  on  the  north-west 
three  quarters  of  a mile.  On  the  north-east  it  would 
reach  about  a mile  and  a quarter,  and  on  the  south- 
east about  a mile  aud  a quarter. 

110.  Can  you  tell  me  what  the  area  of  the  electoral 
division  is! — I could  not  tell  you ; I have  not  taken  the 
trouble  to  find  that  out. 

111.  I asked  already,  you  may  remember,  with  re- 
ference to  the  rating  of  one  and  fourpence  struck  in 
1S78,  the  sanitary  rate,  over  what  district  was  it 
levied! — Borris  Little,  Clonminan,  and  Kyle-Kip- 
roe  and  Maryborough. ; I was  one  of  the  parties  who 
struck  out  that  rate  myself.  I was  a guardian. 

112.  That  I understand  was  for  the  purpose  of 
sewerage !— Yes. 

113.  And  that  was  considered  a fair  district ! — 
Yes. 


114.  Have  you  any  further  observation  you  would 
wish  to  make ! — Another  point  I wish  to  bring  before 
you  is  this — I have  spoken  to  parties  in  the  town, 
ratepayers,  aud  I have  heard  the  matter  spoken  of, 
whether  it  could  be  done  or  not  I don’t  quite  know, 
but  we  have  three  very  large  public  institutions,  an 
asylum,  a jail,  aud  an  infirmary  ; well,  there  arc  the 
servants  of  those  institutions,  who,  more  or  less,  use 
this  town,  who  get  the  benefit  of  the  lighting  ot  the 
town,  and  so  on,  and  if  those  institutions  could  be 
rated  it  would  I think  be  a very  useful  and  proper 
thing.  I don’t  know  if  I am  right  in  bringing  this 
before  you  1 

115.  Well,  it  is  out  of  the  limits  of  our  inquiry. 
It  would  form  the  subject  of  legislation,  but  is  beyond 
the  scope  of  our  inquiry. 

116.  There  are  a great  many  parties  in  our  town 
who  would  like  to  have  them  brought  in  if  it  could  be 
done.  The  Government  at  present  gives  us  portion 
of  the  rates  in  respect  of  the  barracks. 

117.  How  much  is  the  Government  contribution  ? — 

Mr.  O' Regan. — The  valuation  is  T53  12s.,  and 

Government  gives  us  whatever  the  amount  of  the 
rating  we  make. 

118.  Mr.  Cotton. — Do  you  think  the  advantages 
of  bein'*  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a large  market  town 
extends  to  the  limits  of  the  electoral  division  you 
have  suggested  as  a boundary 

119.  Mr.  Vanston.— It  does,  decidedly,  and  beyond 
it  for  the  farmers  come  in  and  take  men  out  of  the 
streets  and  employ  them.  Theie  is  this  advantage  to 
them  in  that  way,  that  they  have  not  to  keep  cottiers, 
but  come  in  and  get  the  labour  they  want. 

120.  And  they  derive  advantages  from  the  streets 
being  lighted,  tviien  they  come  in  or  go  out  in  tee 


Mr.  Georgs 
Vanston. 
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Mr.  George 
Vanston. 


winter  mornings,  or  evenings  ? — Yes,  certainly  they 
do.  I may  s«y  that  some  of  the  people  outside  object 
in  toto. 

121.  They  object  to  having  any  additional  l-ate  put 
upon  them  ? — Yes,  I have  spoken  to  a number  of  them. 

122.  You  are  not  a guardian  at  present,  are  you? 
— Not  at  present,  but  I will  be  one.  I had  been  for 
a .number  of  years,  but  I had  to  resign  on  taking  up 
the  clerkship. 

123.  "What  would  be  the  feeling  of  the  guardians 
as  to  your  becoming  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority '? 
— I have  an  idea  that  they  would,  at  least  a section 
of  them  would,  like  to  keep  the  reins  in  their  own  hands. 

124.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  add  ? — 
Well,  I think  the  county  roads,  looking  at  them  in 
one  sense,  it  would  be  perhaps  as  well  to  be  left  as 
they  are,  for  we  have  a very  efficient  county  surveyor 
who  is  doing  his  best  to  save  in  a great  many  ways. 
We  might  improve  our  footways,  but  not  our  road- 
ways much. 


125.  Do  yon  think  if  tile  Town  Commissioner,  km 
as  much  money  at  then-  disposal  as  the  county  h 
they  would  be  able  . to  do  the  work  better,  living  ?’ 
they  do  on  the  spot  and  meeting  once  a week  to  In  v 
after  it?— Well,  I don’t  think  they  would.  The 
might  do  it  perhaps,  but  I scarcely  believe  it  Thev 
would  have  to  get  a regular  staff  to  work  them  ud 
and  you  have  a staff  in  the  county. 

126.  Do  you  think  the  county  contributes  towards 

the  roads  in  the  town  a fair  amount  of  work  for  the 
money  they  get  ?— Yes,  for  the  past  four  or  five  years 
they  have  contributed  very  liberally.  J 

127.  Have  you  any  other  observation  to  make?— 

I agree  with  Mr.  Fitzsimons  about  the  water— you 
would  have  no  way  of  bringing  in  water  except  you 
brought  it  from  four  miles.  The  Sanitary  Authority 
is  giving  them  a fair  supply  of  pumps  now  and  a very 
large  supply  of  water.  . J 

128.  By  pumps  ? — Yes,  by  pumps. 


Mr  Thomas 


Mr.  Thomas  Turpin,  examined. 


129.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  extension,  Mr. 
Turpin? — I am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  area  ought 
to  be  increased.  I have  always  been  of  opinion  that  the 
people  in  the  suburbs  derive  nearly  as  much  benefit 
from  the  town  as  the  people  in  the  town  themselves. 

130.  In  having  markets  for  the  sale  of  produce,  and 
from  the  lighting,  watering,  ifcc.  ? — Yes  ; they  send  in  all 
their  fowl  every  Thursday,  an  immense  quantityof  fowl. 
They  sell  their  produce  here  on  Thursday ; they  bring 
in  their  potatoes,  and  they  get  a deal  of  com  and  sell 
it,  and  the  turf  from  the  bogs  around  the  town  every 
day  of  the  week  is  carted  away. 

131.  Well  now,  how  far  from  the  centre  of  the  town 
would  yon  say  it  would  be  fair  to  ask  the  people  to 
contribute? — Well,  I think,  Clom-eher  ought  to  be  taken 
in,  for  a great  source  of  traffic  comes  from  Clonreher.  I 
think  the  boundary  should  certainly  take  in  Clonreher. 

132.  Tell  me  are  you  aware  what  the  general  extent 
of  the  electoral  division  is  ? — No,  I am  not.  I think 
the  poor  rate  collector  would  be  able  to  tell  you. 

133.  Would  you  say  the  people  who  derive  excep- 
tional advantages  from  the  town  live  more  than  a mile 
from  the  town? — Not  much. 

134.  You  would  consider  a mile  a fair  area? — Yes ; 
there  was  an  old  charter,  the  charter  of  Elizabeth,  and 
under  it  the  town  extended  from  this  spot— the  old 


fort — to  a boundary  of  8,000  yar-ds,  and  that  is  a mile 
and  a half.  That  was  exactly  the  boundary  imder  the 
charter  of  Elizabeth. 

135.  You  think  then  that  a mile  would  be  a fail- 
distance  ? — Yes ; I mean  an  Irish  mile. 

136.  The  Town  Clerk. — It  would  require  two  miles 
(English)  to  take  in  Clonreher. 

137.  Mr.  Turpin. — My  impression  is  that  it  ought 
to  extend  to  that.  It  is  right  for  me  to  say  that,  when 
first  we  established  this  Commission,  we  were  under 
the  impression  that  we  had  made  a mistake  in  not  ap- 
plying to  have  it  further  extended  in  the  first  instance. 
I think  there  was  a memorial  sent  up.  It  was  refused 
then.  But  we  wanted  to  extend  it. 

138.  Under  what  Act  was  the  town  before  that  ? 

139.  Mr.  O' Regan. — It  was  not  under  any  Act 
immediately  before  that. 

140.  Mi-.  Turpin. — It  was  a bprougli  originally. 
Maryborough  returned  two  members  of  Parliament, 
and  a large  circle  of  land  was  attached  to  it.  In  1802 
the  burgesses  divided  it  into  three  parts,  one  part  for 
tho  burgesses,  and  one  part  for  one  member,  and 
another  part  for  another,  and  they  made  leases  for 
themselves  for  900  years. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


Kiliakset. 
Vec.  28, 1873. 


K1LLARNEY.—  DECEMBER  28,  1878. 

Before  Mr.  Exham,  q.o. 


Sir.  Heniy 


Mr.  Henry  Doran  examined. 


1.  You  are  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commission- 
ers of  Killarney?— I am. 

2.  Has  the  boundary,  marked  on  the  map  before 
me,  always  been  the  boundary  of  the  town  ? — I am 
not  very  certain,  that  it  has,  I do  not  know  if  it  was 
the  same  as  that  when  the  town  was  under  the  old 
Commissioners,  that  is,  up  to  three  years  ago.  Up 
to  that  the  Commissioners  were  appointed,  and  acting 
under  the  Act  of  the  9th  George  IV.  e.  82,  and  in 
December,  1874,  the  town  adopted  the  provisions  of 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act  of  1854. 

3.  Since  I sat  here  before  in  September,  1876,  have 
you  had  a new  set  of  Commissioners  ?— Yes,  there 
have  been  some  who  have  gone  out  by  rotation,  and 
others  elected. 

4.  Are  you  in  working  order  now? — Yes. 

5.  How  was  the  present  boundary  as  marked  on  this 
map,  fixed?— Mr.  Downing  who  is  our  Solicitor  drew 
up  and  prepared  a map,  to  go  before  the  -Local  Gov- 
ernment Board,  in  order  to  get  their  sanction  to  the 
boundary. 


6.  Did  they  sanction  this  as  the  bounds  ? — Yes  they 
did  in  1874.  They  were  approved  of  by  Mr.  Horsley 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  who  was  sent  down 
to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  he  approved  of  them, 
all  that  time  we  were  under  the  impression  that  we 
could  not  travel  outside  of  the  parish  here,  and  there 
were  some  few  townlands,  such  as  Cleeny,  which  is 
very  close  to  the  town  ; that  was  omitted ; Gortvoe 
was  also  omitted,  on  the  ground  that  we  could  not 
travel  outside  the  parish. 

• 7.  Is  the  present  boundary  all  in  one  electoral 
division  ? — Yes  it  is,  the  electoral  division  of  Kil- 
larney. 

8.  How  far  does  that  electoral  division  extend  ?— • 
It  extends’  in  some  directions  four  miles  from  the 
town,  and  in  others  only  one  mile. 

9.  Did  yon  answer  the  queries  which  were  sent  to 
the  Town  Commissioners  here  from  our  office  in 
Dublin? — Yes,  on  last  Friday  week. 

10. -  Do  the  Commissioners  of  the  town  think  it 
desirable  to  extend  the  present  area  of  the  town? — 
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They  considered  thequestion,but  not  as  to  thefull  extent 
of  the  extension,  I think  that  they  consider  it  would 
be  desirable  to  extend  the  boundary  of  the  town,  but 
they  are  not  agreed  as  to  the  extent. 

11.  Do  all  agree  that  there  should  be  some  exten- 
sjon? — Yes,  but  some  propose  an  extension,  which 
would  bring  in  some  townlands,  that  I myself,  and  I 
think  several  others  are  of  the  same  opinion,  consider 
should  not  be  taken  in.  A good  many  are  of  opinion 
that  if  you  take  a radius  of  two  miles  from  the  centre 
of  the  town,  that  would  be  a reasonable  boundary. 

12.  What  is  the  present  valuation  of  the  town  ? — 
£7,145  10s. 

13.  And  its  acreage? — 1,736  acres,  2 roods,  and 
19  perches. 

14.  What  addition  to  the  acreage  and  valuation 
would  an  extension  to  a radius  of  two  miles  give  ? — I 
don’t  know  but  I would  be  able  to  get  that  informa- 
tion for  you.  It  would  be  only  mere  guess-work  on 
my  part  if  I gave  it  to.  you  now. 

15.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  lands  outside  the 
town — to  the  extent  at  all  events  of  a two-mile  radius, 
derive  exceptional  value  and  benefit  from  its  prox- 
imity to  the  town  ? — I think  so  ; I certainly  think  so. 

16.  To  that  extent  at  the  least? — Yes. 

17.  Do  the  occupiers  of  the  land  within  that  radius 
use  the  town  for  all  purposes  that  they  require,  such 
as  coming  and  going  to  the  train  and  as  a market 
town,  and  attending  their  places  of  worship  ? — Yes  ; 
the  present  township  in  some  places  extends  two  miles, 
and  in  other  places^ — and  that  is  a great  cause  of  com- 
plaint— not  half  a mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  to 
the  east  and  west  the  town  at  present  extends  about  a 
mile  and  a half,  while  to  the  north  and  south  it  does 
not  extend  more  than  half  or  three  quarter’s  of  a mile. 

18.  How  many  gentlemen’s  residences  would  be 
taken  in  by  the  proposed  boturdary,  supposing  it  was 
about  two  miles  ? — About  ten  or  twelve  in  addition  to 
those  within  the  present  boundary. 

19.  Are  there  any  of  the  small  farming  classes,  val- 
ued at  £i  and  upwards — that  would  be  taken  in  by 
the  proposed  boundary  ? — Very  few,  the  people  who 
would  be  taken  in  are  mostly  gentlemen  or  substan- 
tial farmers. 

20.  How  many  substantial  farmers  would  be  com- 
prised within  the  proposed  area  ? — About  twelve  sub- 
stantial farmera  in  addition  to  the  gentlemen’s  resi- 
dences. 

21.  Would  the  proposed  extension  take  in  any  of  the 
hotels  near  the  lakes  ? — The  only  hotel  it  would  take 
in  wordd  be  the  Take  Hotel. 

22.  Would  it  be  considered  reasonable  to  take  in 
the  other  hotels  towards  Muckross  ? — They  are  three 
miles  away. 

23.  Then  this  proposed  boundary  would  not  take 
in  any  par-t  of  Muckross?— No,  it  wordd  not. 

24.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  blue  line  that  is 
on  tire  Ordnance  map  now  before  me  ? — In  sending 
back  the  queries  the  answer  had  reference  to  the  blue 
line  on  this  map  and  that  was  the  proposed  boundary. 

25.  Is  the  two-mile  boundary  that  is  proposed  shown 
by  the  whole  of  the  blue  line  boundary  on  this  map  ? 
— That  was  not  the  unanimous  conclusion  that  was 
come  to.  It  was  merely  that  some  were  for  extending 
the  boundary  so  much  further  than  other’s. 

26.  I ask  you  as  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioner’s is  it  your  opinion  merely,  or  are  you  expressing 
it  as  the  opinion  of  a good  many  other  Commissioner’s, 
that  the  boundary  should  not  be  extended  more  than 


two  miles?— That  is  the  opinion  of  a good  many— mv 
own  and  others. 


27.  Can  you  say  anything  as  to  the  feeling  of  the 
towns  people  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  extension 
of  the  boundary?— They  would  be  willing  to  have  as 
large  an  mcrease  as  possible. 

28.  The  larger  boundary  as  shown  on  this  map 
would  only  take  in  Lord  Headlev— that  would  Ire  the 
only  one? — Yes. 


29.  Taking  the  point  at  Killeenalougha,  and  the 
townland  boundary  then  up  to  the  road,  and  then 
following  the  townland  boundary  again  on  to  the  wood 
at  Aghada  Bound  Tower— would  that  be  as  you  con- 
sider the  best  boundary  on  the  western  side  C-Yes. 

30.  As  far  as  you  know,  within  the  boundarythat  you 
now  suggest,  are  there  any  residents  outside  tire  town, 
and  in  that  boundary,  that  as  far  as  you  know  would 
object  to.  the  extension?— I believe  there  are  two  of 
those  residents  at  present  here  before  you,  Mr.  C'olts- 
man,  and  Mr.  O’Beardon. 


31.  The  only  ones  you  know  of  that  would  have  any 
objection  are  Mr.  Coltsman,  and  Mr.  O’Beardon?—' Yes. 

32.  Can  you  tell  me  how  many  electoral  divisions 
it  will  take  in,  the  proposed  two-mile  boundary?— I 
think  it  will  be  all  in  the  electoral  division  of  Killar- 
ney,  with  the  exception  of  a small  portion  of  Muckross. 

33.  One  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  that  we  are  desired 
to  follow,  is  to  take  care  that  towns  shall  as  far  as  is 
at  allpracticablebe  conterminous  with  electoral  divisions, 
therefore  if  there  was  only  a very  small  bit,  that  would 
come  in  of  the  electoral  division  of  Muckross,  I do  not 
think  we  could  put  that  in.  We  wish  to  keep  all  tlic 
town  as  much  as  possible  within  the  electoral  division 
of  Killamey  ? — Yes.  There  are  parties  who  use  the 
town  very  much  in  the  portion  of  the  boundary  that 
would  be  in  the  Muckross  electoral  division,  that  is  a 
portion  from  which  people  use  the  town  most  largely 
on  account  of  the  tourists  frequenting  the  Lake  Hotel. 

34.  There  are  other  hotels  also  in  the  same  locality, 
and  it  would  be  veiy  easy  to  make  lines  that  would 
take  in  those  other  hotels  if  we  think  it  right  to  go 
outside  the  electoral  division.  How  many  hotels  could 
be  brought  in  besides  the  Lake  Hotel  supposing  you 
went  down  to  Muckross  ? — Two  others. 

35.  Are  there  any  other  houses  that  could  be  in- 
cluded, because  my  recollection  is  that  there  are  houses 
there  1 — Nothing  to  speak  of. 

36.  Are  those  two  hotels  both  on  the  same  side  of 
the  mad? — They  are  adjoining  each  other,  in  fact 
joined  to  each  other. 

37.  Is  there  any  boundary  between  them,  and  the 
Muckross  demesne  wall? — The  public  road  divides 
them. 


38.  Supposing  you  drew  a line,  bounding  the  road 
on  one  side,  and  taking  in  those  two  hotels,  or  the 
townland  boundary  on  which  they  stand — how  do  you 
think  that  would  answer  ? — They  both  stand  on  the 
townland  of  Dromrourke. 

39.  Is  that  a large  townland  ? — A very  poor  and 
small  one.  The  only  thing  in  reference  to  the  sugges- 
tion you  make  is  that  it  would  almost  stand  like  an 
island,  because  you  leave  a lot  on  the  Killamey  side 
that  you  do  not  take  in.  The  only  reason  you  could 
see,  and  that  would  be  urged  for  bringing  in  that 
property  is,  that  the  people  who  go  there  Substantially 
use  the  town  much  more  than  a good  many  people 
who  live  in  the  town. 


Killabxet. 

Dee  28, 1878. 

Mr.  Henry 
Doran. 


Mr.  Samuel  Murray  Hussey  examined. 


40.  You  are  agent  to  Lord  Kenmare  here'? — Yes. 

41.  And  I believe  about  nine-tenths  of  the.  area 
sought,  to  be  added  to  the  municipal  boundary,  is  bis 
Lordship’s  property  ? — Yes. 

42.  And  that  would  be  taken  in  by  the  proposed 
new  boundary  ? — Yes. 

43.  Do  you  approve  of  the  proposed  boundary, 
taking  in  townlands  as  nearly  as  possible  and  with 


a radius  of  two  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — 
Ido. 

44.  “Would  you  be  in  favour  of,  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible, following  the  townland  boundaries  for  the  muni- 
cipal boundary  as  a rule  ? — Yes. 

45.  Lord  Kenmare  would  have  no  objection  to 
that  ? — No. 

202 


Mr.  Samnel  1L 
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KlLLABNET. 

Dec.  28,  1878. 

Mr.  Daniel 
Cronyn. 


Mr.  Daniel  Cronyn  Coltsman  examined. 


46.  The  proposed  boundary,  would  take  in  part  of 
your  property  ? — It  would  ; the  distance  to  my  place 
by  road,  either  way  is  over  two  miles  and  a half  to- 
my  house,  and  as  the  crow  would  fly  it  is  a mile  and 
a half  exactly,  but  that  is  going  by  the  river  boundary 
which  no  man  could  pass,  and  my  demesne  runs  out 
a long  way,  and  a distant  part  of  it  is  three  miles  and 
a half  from  the  town. 

47 . Do  they  propose  to  take  in  the  whole  of  your 
demesne  ? — If  they  go  by  townlands  they  should  do 
it,  and  that  is  the  reason  I object,  because  I am  three 
miles  from  the  town. 


48.  As  far  as  you  are  concerned,  would  vn„ 

to  the  boundary  going  out  to  the  pi'oposrf  eIt2fi 
two  miles,  in  your  direction  7—1  would  not  nS 
that;  but  it  is  nearly  three  and  a half  miles  by2° 
by  any  road  you  take,  to  the  distant  part  of  t ' 
demesne.  1 my 

49.  Taking  it  in  all  tins  other  directions,  ™ tl.i.t 
that  that  would  lie  a foil-  boundary,  folIowing'S 
townlands  as  nearly  as  possible !— Yes  : I 

think  that  the  Lake  Hotel  ought  to  be  taken  in  Tt 
is  only  a mile  from  the  town— an  Irish  mile  forth, 
distance  has  been  measured. 


Mr.  Francis  H. 
Dowling. 


Mr.  Francis  Henry  Dowling  examined. 


50.  "What  is  your  opiuion  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
posed boundary  1 — I think  it  is  almost  the  unanimous 
feeling  of  the  town  that  the  proposed  two-mile  boundary 
would  be  a fail*  and  equitable  one. 

51.  And  do  you  think  the  people  to  be  taken  in 
would  object  to  it? — I do  not  think  any  person  could 
possibly  object  to  it ; they  may  if  they  are  to  pay  a 
little  of  the  rate ; but  substantially  everyone  derives — 


I mean  those  sought  to  be  included  within  the  boundary 
as  much  benefit  from  the  town  as  the  townspeople  do 
themselves.  r 


i , \ Hotel  should 

be  taken  in  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  is  in  a 
different  electoral  division  ?— Yes,  I do,  because  they 
get  twice  as  much  benefit  from  the  town  as  anyone 
who  lives  in  the  town.  J 


M.  Edmund 


Mr.  Edmund  Carey  examined. 


53.  You  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners?—! 
am. 

54.  The  gentlemen  who  have  been  examined  before 
me  up  to  the  present  all  appear  to  think  that  an  exten- 
sion of  the  boundary  to  two  miles  would  be  enough? 

I think  that  would  be  fair.  I would  like  to  go  further, 
but  I think  the  two-mile  extension  would  be  very 
fair. 

55.  On  this  map  before  me  it  is  proposed  to  go  out 

further  ?— Yes ; I was  one  of  the  persons  who  proposed 
that.  1 

56.  Do  you  now  still  propose  that?— Yes,  I do. 

57.  Why  would  you  suggest  that  you  should  go  that 
distance  out?— I would  suggest  it  for  the  purpose  of 


relieving  the  ratepayers  of  the  town,  of  getting  an  in- 
crease to  the  rates,  of  getting  more  money,  of  course 
for  the  relief  of  the  town,  for  the  cleansing  and  lighting 
of  the  town,  and  for  tire  expenses  which  the  Commis- 
sioners have  to  go  to  for  all  these  tilings. 

. 58-  There  is  no  gentleman’s  place,  as  I understand 
it,  except  Lord  Headlej^’s,  that  would  be  taken  in  by 
the  immense  extension  of  the  boundary  that  you  sug- 
gest ?— No ; I think  not.  Lord  Headley’s  place  is  not 
more  than  two  miles,  I think. 

5 9.  Y es  it  is.  Measure  it  on  the  Ordnance  map,  and 
you  will  find  that  it  will  be  over  three  miles?— But  I 
was  taking  it  from  the  nearest  point  of  the  town  to 
Lord  Headley’s. 
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CASHEL.— lira  MARCH,  1879. 

Before  Mr.  Exham,  q.c. 


Cashel. 
Mar.  II,  1S79. 


Mr.  Cornelius  Hanley,  Agent  for  the 

1.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town  at  present  ? — About 
350  acres. 

2.  What  is  the  valuation  of  it?— We  don’t  know 
the  valuation  in  consequence  of  levying  no  rates. 

3.  Is  it  all  iu  one  electoral  division? — Yes;  the 
electoral  division  of  Cashel. 

4.  When  was  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  adopted  ? 
— It  was  in  1855. 

5.  And  I believe  the  Act  was  adopted  for  all  pur- 
poses?—Yes  ; the  whole  Act  was  adopted. 

6.  Do  the  Town  Commissioners  think  it  would  be 
desirable  to  have  any  alteration  in  the  boundaries? — 
The  Town  Commissioners  had  a special  meeting  con- 
vened for  the  purpose,  aud  they  unanimously  agreed  it 
would  be  no  benefit  to  the  town  to  have  any  extension 
of  the  municipal  boundary. 

7.  Are  there  no  villa  residences  at  all  outside  the 
present  municipal  boundary? — Only  very  few. 

S.  Nor  any  gentlemen’s  places  ? — There  is  only  one 
outside  within  a radius  of  half  a mile. 

9.  I believe  the  Commissioners  manage  the  roads, 
and  that  they  take  the  contract  from  the  Grand  Jury 
themselves? — Yes  ; that  is  only  within  the  last  four  or 
five  years. 


Corporate  property  of  Cashel,  examined. 

10  And  they  think  no  extension  would  be  of  any 
benefit  ?—\cs;  that  is  the  prevailing  opinion  with  the 
Commissioners,  and  a good  many  of  the  townspeople 
think  it  would  be  no  benefit  to  the  town. 

11.  lou  are  not  the  urhau  sanitary  authority  ? — No  ; 
but  we  will  be.  The  necessary  proceedings  have  been 
taken  to  have  us  made  the  urban  sanitary  authority. 

12.  That  is  you  have  applied  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  1 — Yes. 

13.  What  is  the  population  of  Cashel  ? — At  the  last 
census  it  was  4,562,  but  I think  it  has  decreased  since. 
The  staff  of  the  militia  was  taken  away,  which  with  men, 
women,  and  children  numbered  about  100 ; so  that  the 
population  is  about  4,500. 

14.  Would  it  be  desirable  for  sanitary  purposes  to 
take  in  any  of  the  outlying  districts,  or  do  you  prefer 
to  leave  them  with  the  rural  sanitary  authority  ? — I 
don’t  think  it  would  be  the  least  use  to  us.  There  is  a 
main  sewer  running  in  the  middle  part  of  the  town,  and 
there  is  nothing  to  hinder  us  from  having  an  outlet  to 
the  river  which  is  a couple  of  miles  away. 

15.  Then  neither  the  people  inside  nor  the  people 
outside  wish  to  have  any  extension? — I don’t  know 
about  the  people  outside. 


Mr.  Cornelias 


Mr.  JonN  Davis  White  examined. 


16.  You  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners? — 
Yes. 

17.  You  are  living  in  the  town? — Yes;  about  forty- 
seven  years.  The  Chairman  of  the  Commissioners  would 
be  present  but  for  a death  in  his  family,  but  he  deputed 
me  to  speak  for  him. 

18.  Iu  your  opinion  would  it  be  desirable  there  should 
be  any  alteration  in  the  boundary  ? — My  private  opinion 
is  that  for  ulterior  reasons  there  might  be  an  extension, 
but  it  is  not  the  opinion  of  the  townspeople.  It  is 
possible  if  our  boundary  was  enlarged  we  might  get  a 
restoration  of  the  franchise. 

19.  Butas  far  as  the  municipal  matters  are  concerned, 
you  do  think  it  is  desirable,  or  do  the  Commissioners 
think  there  should  be  any  increase  or  diminution  in  the 
area? — No,  except  this.  That  there  are  two  gentlemen 
at  present  who  have  property  in  the  town  who  are 
resident  within  six  miles  or  so  of  Cashel,  and  on  account 
of  that  distance  they  are  not  qualified  to  become  coun- 
cillors. 

20.  You  could  not  extend  the  boundaries  six  miles? 
— No ; but  if  there  was  any  remedy  in  a case  like  that. 

21.  You  are  about  to  get  the  management  of  the 
sanitary  matters? — Yes ; but  it  requires  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament, 1 believe. 

22.  You  have  the  management  of  the  roads  at  pre- 
sent?—Yes. 

23.  You  contract  for  the  roads  under  the  Grand  Jury, 
and  you  are  able  to  effect  a saving? — -Yes;  so  I am 
informed,  and  it  is  well  done. 

24.  Would  you  think  it  desirable  to  go  in  for 
getting  the  management  of  the  roads  entirely  to  your- 
selves?— No;  because  we  get  money  from  the  county. 

25.  Have  you  considered  at  all  with  the  view  of  in- 
creasing the  voting  power  the  advisability  of  bringing 
in  the  Commons  lands  ? — That  was  my  idea ; my  own 
opiuion  was  that  every  man  in  the  electoral  division  of 
Cashel  ought  to  be  within  the  bounds  of  the  town — 
everyone  who  is  helping  ns  to  pay  the  rate.  We  are 
paying  very  heavy  poor  rate  in  Cashel,  and  every  man 

is  helping  us  ought  to  have  the  privileges  we  have. 


26.  How  far  .does  the  electoral  division  extend? — 
It  extends  about  three  miles  with  a valuation  of  about 
£11,000. 

27.  What  is  the  poor  rate  in  Cashel  ? — It  is  2s.  Gd. 
It  is  at  present  2s.  id.,  but  the  average  is  2s.  Gd.  It 
lias  been  3s.  4i/.,  and  in  the  bad  times  it  was  10 s.  Gd. 
in  the  pound. 

28.  Then  the  whole  electoral  division  helps  yon  ? — 
Yes ; the  whole  of  the  electoral  division  helps  us,  and 
I think  the  electoral  division  has  a right  to  some  of 
our  privileges. 

29.  They  have  power  to  vote  for  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians  V — But  I think  if  our  member  was  returned 
to  us,  they  should  have  a right  to  vote  for  the  Parlia- 
mentary representative.  We  are  a very  small  con- 
stituency, and  that  is  one  of  my  reasons  for  it. 

30.  There  are  no  wards  here  ? — No. 

31.  The  ratepayers  of  the  entire  electoral  division 
elect  the  guardians? — Yes. 

32.  Then  iu  that  way  both  are  represented  on  the 
Poor  Law  Board?— Yes;  town  and  country  alike. 
There  are  twenty-eight  persons  eligible  to  be  Commis- 
sioners, and  there  are  eighteen  Commissioners. 

33.  The  only  question  is  whether  you  would  have  a 
larger  constituency  by  extending  the  boundary,  and 
whether  it  is  desirable  to  have  it  extended  1- You  would 
get  Mr.  Eyre  of  Hoar  Abbey.  Mr.  Murphy  lias  pro- 
perty if  be  wishes  to  become  a Commissioner,  and  Mr. 
Hare,  or  whoever  would  be  resident  iu  Deerpark,  and 
Mr.  Ffrench  the  resident  magistrate.  There  are  not 
five  houses  within  a mile  of  Cashel  that  are  valued  at 
£12. 

34.  Is  every  good  house  within  the  boundary  at 
present?— Yes;  you  would  not  get  three  houses  quali- 
fied unless  you  went  six  miles  out  of  the  town. 

35.  You  never  had  a sanitary  rate?— -No. 

36.  And  when  yon  become  urban  sanitary  authority 
you  will  not  have  to  strike  a rate  ?— No,  we  have  too 
much  money. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 


J ohn  Davis 
White. 
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KILLINEY  AND  BALLYBRACK.— 22nd  APRIL,  1879. 

Before  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e. 


Mr.  Andrew 
O'Brien. 


Mr.  Andrew  O’Brien,  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  the  Town  Clerk  of  Killiney 
and  Ballybrack  ? — lam. 

2.  How  long  hare  you  filled  that  office? — Since 
May  1872. 

3.  Killiney  and  Ballybrack  are  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act  of  1854? — Yes. 

4.  At  what  time  was  that  Act  adopted  ? — In  July 
1866. 

5.  Was  it  adopted  altogether  or  only  in  part  ? — In 
part,  at  that  time. 

6.  Was  it  afterwards  adopted  for  water  ? — Yes,  in 
1870.  For  water  and  lighting  in  1870. 

7.  In  1874  your  sanitary  powers  all  went  to  the 
guardians  ? — Yes ; the  guardians  of  the  Rathdown 
Union. 

8.  And  in  fact  your  work  is  now  restricted  to  light- 
ing only  ? — Yes,  to  the  lighting  only. 

. 9.  What  is  the  population  of  the  township  ?— Accor- 
ding to  the  last  census  2,290. 

10.  Do  you  know  whether  it  is  increasing  or  dimin- 
ishing ? — I cannot  exactly  say. 

11.  What  is  the  area  and  valuation  of  the  town- 
ship?—The  area  is  1,006  acres,  and  the  valuation, 
£9,733  15s. 

12.  What  is  the  number  of  Commissioners? — Twelve. 

13.  How  many  of  the  householders  in  the  township 
are  entitled  to  vote  for  Commissioners — do  you  know? 
— I don’t  exactly  know. 

14.  Have  you  ever  had  an  election  at  which  you 
have  had  reason  to  know  that? — We  have  had  no  op- 
posed elections. 

15.  Do  you  know  how  many  would  he  qualified  to 
sit,  if  they  were  elected  as  Commissioners? — Ido  not 
know. 

16.  Could  you  make  out  a return  of  that  number 
also  ? — Y es,  I could. 

17.  In  the  queries  submitted  to  you  from  the  office 
of  the  Municipal  Boundaries  Commission,  yon  have 
f‘0'’e.n,a'  r®turn  of  the  rates.  Yon  have  had  no  rate  since 
1874? — No  municipal  rate  since  then. 

18i  t1ieQ  a rate  of  ls-  6<7.  in  the  pound  was 
struck  ? — Yes. 

19.  Will  you  give  me  the  Poor  Law  rates  in  each 

year — take  1874 — the  Poor  Law  rate  in  1874? 12 d 

in  the  pound. 


20.  What  was  it  in  1875  ?— 13 d.  in  the  pound,  with  a 
special  sanitary  rate  of  8(7.,  and  a general  or  burial  rate 
of  Id  In  1876  the  Poor  Law  rate  was  13(7.  in  the  pound 
with  a special  sanitary  rate  of  ls.  6(7.,  and  a burial  rate 
ot  id.  In  1877  the  Poor  Law  rate  was  10(7.,  and  the 
special  sanitary  rate  16(7.,  and  there  was  in  that  year 
no  general  rate.  In  1878  the  Poor  Law  rate  was  l id., 
and  the  special  sanitary  rate  10(7. 

r?Sard  those  special  sanitary  rates,  can 
you  tell  me  what  district  they  were  struck  on?— On  the 
townsh'p  °f  Killiney  and  Ballybrack,  which  was  taken 
in  with  the  contributory  district  marked  on  this  map. 

, was  tl,e  8ame  contributory  district  each 

year! — Yes. 

23.  Can  you  describe  that  district,  and  o-i7e  the 
names  of  the  townlands?_Yes,  the  names  of  the  town- 
lands  are,  Balhnclea  (part  of),  Rocheshill  (part  of), 


Rochestown  (part  of),  Scalpwilliam  (part  of)  R.n 

brVrl  0l)/  Ki  b“F“  fp"‘ of)'  a* 

of),  Kil.iney  (part  of),— those  are  all  in  the  Pl , 
division  of  Killiney— Loughlinstown  (part  of)  Lon°f 
linstown  (Commons),  and  Shangana  (part  of)  and  ib? 
last  named  are  in  the  Rathmichael  electoral  division 
. 24‘  f-s  tllese  replies  to  the  queries  have  been  alters 
1 2 

. ,25;  Ttetownsh'p  of  Killiney  and  Ballybrack  extends 
into  two  electoral  divisions?— Yes,  Killiney  and  Rnt! 
michael.  • * 


26.  Do  you  know,  at  all,  how  far  the  boundaries  of 
the  township  _ are  conterminous  with  those  of  either 
electoral  division? — They  are  not  conterminous  at  all,  I 


27.  Do  either  of  the  electoral 
much  beyond  the  boundary  of  i 
do,  very  much. 

28.  Are  they  pretty  equally  divided,  or  is  there 
much  more— say  of  the  electoral  division  of  Killiney  in 
the  township  than  of  the  other?— I cannot  exactly  say. 

_ 29.  You  don’t  know  the  boundaries  of  the  electoral" 
divisions? — I do  not. 

30.  They  are  not  marked  on  the  map  ? — They  are 

31.  How  is  the  township  supplied  with  ga3 — do  you 
contract  ?— It  is  from  the  Alliance  and  Gas  Consumers 
Company. 

32.  You  have  a yearly  contract  ? — Yes. 

33.  How  much  do  you  pay  per  lamp  ?— They  charge 

at  the  rate  of  5s.  a thousand  cubic  feet.  ° 

34.  You  pay  by  meter?— Yes,  the  same  as  ordinary 
consumers,  by  meter. 

35.  Can  you  tell  me  what  those  special  sanitary 
rates  in  the  different  years  were  for? — They  were 
struck  by  the  Poor  Law  Guardians,  I dare  say  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  sanitary  arrangements. 

36.  What  were  the  special  ODes  for — sewerage  ? — 
No,  for  water. 

37.  How  is  the  supply  of  water  to  the  township 
regulated  now?— The  supply  is  taken  from  the  Rath- 
michael reservoir  as  formerly,  and  was  paid  for  by  a 
water  rate. 

38.  And  that  water  rate  was  portion  of  this  special 
sanitary  rate  ? — Yes. 

39.  How  much  does  the  rate  amount  to?— The 
water  rate  that  the  Corporation  charges  is  4(7.  in  the 
pound  on  the  valuation  of  the  township. 

40.  Well,  as  regards  the  rest — what  does  the  special 
sanitary  rate  come  to  ? — I don’t  exactly  know. 

41.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered,  as  a 
body,  the  question  of  whether  they  would  like  to  have 
the  powers  and  the  control  of  the  sanitary  matters 
restored  to  them  ? — They  have  ; but  at  present  they 
have  decided  not  to  apply  for  the  restoration  of  those 
powers. 

42.  Is  there  any  resolution  on  the  minute  book  to 
that  effect  ? — The  question  is  only  in  abeyance  pending 
this  inquiry. 

• 43.  The  township  has  no  debt  connected  with  it  at 
present?— None. 


divisions  extend  very 

the  township?— They 


Mr.  Robert 
Warren,  d.l. 


Mr.  Robert  Warren,  d.l.,  examined. 

44.  You  are  the  chairman  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  township  of  Killiney  and  Ballybrack  ?— I am.  I 
wish  at  once  to  say  with  reference  to  the  reservoir 
which  Mr.  OBnen  referred  to  in  his  evidence— he  said 
that  me  get  onr  mater  from  the  Rathmichael  reservoir 
I mish  to  mention,  with  a view  to  a farther  inquiry 
which  I have  m my  m,„J,  and  it . is  very  import*, /i  ft,  reBC,’ 


that  you  should  be  aware  that  we  are  the  only  townsliip 
that  gets  water  from  the  Rathmichael  reservoir,  and 
we  get  it  from  that  place  on  application  to  the  Corco- 
ration,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  to'tady 
impossible  for  us  to  get  it  anywhere  else,  as  on  account 
of  the  high  levels  of  different  places  in  the  township 
tlio  commands  a supply  340  feet  above  liigh- 
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water  mark,  but  in  the  highest  portion  of  the  township 
here  the  high  level  excludes  them  from  the  benefit  of 
the  water  supply,  but  we  are  able  to  supply  the  water 
to  almost  all  the  other  portions  of  the  township,  and 
anv  interference  with  that  supply  would  be  very 
injurious  to  Killiney.  My  observations  are  now  made 
in  reference  to  any  attempt,  in  the  future,  at  annexa- 
tion. . 

45.  I suppose  you  are  aware  that  in  reference  to 
Dalkey.it  is  stated  to  be  the  wish  of  the  Commissioners 
there  to  seek  to  include  the  whole  of  Killiney  and 
Ballybrack  within  their  township,  and,  of  course,  if 
you  like  to  give  evidence  now,  as  to  why  that  should 
not  be  done,  you  are  quite  at  liberty  to  do  so  ; but  it 
would  be  a question  for  you  to  consider  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  for  you  to  reserve  any  evidence 
vou  may  have  to  give  on  that  point,  until  the  Dalkey 
inquiry  is  held  ? — Well,  sir,  I am  desirous  of  reserving 
any  evidence  I may  have  to  offer  on  that  subject,  until 
a future  time,  as  you  suggest. 

4G.  With  regard  to  this  extension,  I understand  it 
is  the  wish  of  the  Commissioners  now,  that  there  should 
he  no  extension  whatever? — They  have  passed  a reso- 
lution this  day,  to  the  effect,  that  there  shall  be  no 
alteration  whatsoever  in  the  existing  boundaries  of 
Killiney  and  Ballybrack. 

47.  I cannot  help  telling  you  that  when  I read  the 
answers  to  the  queries  you  sent  us,  and  looked  at  the 
map,  that  I could  not  see  any  reason  for  not  taking  in 
a portion  of  Scalpwilliam.  We  aro  naturally  looking 
forward  now,  in  defining  the  boundaries,  to  make  them 
as  much  townland  boundaries  as  possible,  and  it  strikes 
me  that  that  portion  of  Scalpwilliam  to  which  I refer, 
should  be  included  within  your  boundary — but  perhaps 
you  would  not  wish  to  say  anything  as  regards  that 
now  ? — I had  some  objection  to  the  original  formation 
of  the  township  to  that — as  to  not  taking  it  in.  I 
objected  as  strenuously  as  I could,  and  I am  of  the 
same  opinion  that  it  should  be  in  Killiney.  The  reason 
I put  before  my  brother  Commissioners  for  not  seeking 
for  it  now  was,  that  it  wa9  so  small,  and  that  we  would 
be  involved  in  litigation  with  Dalkey,  consequent  upon 
our  applying  for  it  now,  inasmuch  as  Dalkey  is  under 
a special  Act  of  Parliamcn  t.  That  is,  under  theirportion, 
and  under  their  Act  of  Parliament.  We  are  under  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act  of  1854.  We  have  taken 
advantage  of  that  lower  road  (referring  to  the  map) 
that  divides  that  small  portion  there,  and  that  is  in  the 
parish  of  Dalkey,  and  I am  not  sure  that  the  Grand 
Jury  would  not  oppose  any  seeking  to  have  it  placed 
upon  the  Grand  Jury  accounts,  and  in  the  face  of  those 
two  oppositions,  wc  thought  it  more  prudent  for  the 
present,  seeing  that  Dalkey  was  looking  for  power  to 
aunex  Killiney,  not  to  take  any  steps,  if  you  think  it 
right  to  recommend  the  annexation.  Therefore,  I have 


some  hesitation  in  pressing  it  on  you ; but  it  wonld  be  a 
matter  of  great  benefit  to  two  or  three  of  us  if  it  was 
taken  in,  but  we  don’t  wish  to  go  to  any  expense  in  the 
matter.  It  is  not  only  a townland  boundary,  but  it  is 
also  a parish  boundary. 

48.  As  we  are  on  this  subject — do  you  know  also 
whether  it  is  the  boundary  of  the  electoral  division?  — 
I think  that  is  the  electoral  division  of  Killiney. 

49.  The  boundary  of  it? — Yes. 

50.  Is  the  whole  of  that  road  in  the  Dalkey  township  1 
—The  whole  of  it  is  in  Dalkey.  It  is  all  repaired  by 
Dalkey.  The  Grand  Jury  repudiate  any  connexion 
with  it  at  all,  and  I think  it  is  included  within  the 
Dalkey  Act,  but  I am  not  sure  of  it.  The  road  is  kept 
m very  bad  repair ; that  is  one  reason  why  we  are 
anxious  to  have  it  under  the  Grand  Jury  again.  We 
have  no  power,  under  the  Act  of  1854,  over  roads. 

51.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Grand  Jury  pay  half 
of  that? — I don’t  know  whether  they  do  or  not. 

52.  Up  to  the  present  the  Commissioners  have  taken 
no  steps  to  become  an  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  ?— 
Not  yet ; but  I have  no  doubt  we  will  as  soon  as  youi 
inquiry  is  over. 

53.  Supposing  you  became  au  Urban  Sanitary 
Authority,  have  you  considered  the  question  whether 
you  would  wish  to  go  further,  and  would  wish  to  have 
the  control  of  the  roads— to  take  u the  control  of  the 
roads  from  the  Grand  Jury,  as  if  you  were  under  a 
special  Act? — We  have  not  actually  come  to  any  con- 
clusion on  the  subject  yet. 

54.  You  are  aware,  I suppose,  that  you  can  get  the 
power? — I am  perfectly  aware  of  that,  and  I think, 
perhaps,  that  opinion  is  divided  upon  it.  I have  uot 
formed  my  own  opinion  on  it  yet,  to  tell  you  the 
truth. 

55.  With  reference  to  these  queries,  u it  is  a thiug 
that  the  Commissioners  have  come  to  a unanimous 
conclusion  on  the  point,  I may  say,  I suppose,  that 
the  conclusion  they  have  arrived  at  is  that  they  seek 
for  no  alteration  whatever? — Yes,  they  seek  for  no 
alteration  whatever. 

50.  That  resolution  was  passed  at  a meeting  of  the 
Commissioners — consisting  of  how  many  ? — Seven,  and 
two  absent,  whose  consent  I have — Mr.  GreeD  and  Mr. 
Jameson.  It  is  only  Mr.  Exham  who  is  not  present. 

57.  I had  better  place  it  on  our  notes  that  the  reso- 
lution adopted  by  the  Commissioners  wishing  to 
include  a portion  of  Scalpwilliam,  and  the  Glebe  house 
and  ground  of  Killiney  Church,  and  the  house 
belouging  to  Captain  Shuldham,  and  the  portion  of 
Scalpwilliam  that  lies  in  the  township  of  Dalkey  that 
they  wished  to  include — that  that  resolution  was 
rescinded  by  the  one  just  referred  to  and  passed  to- 
day?—Yes,  quite  so. 


Kixliiizt  jlSd 
BalltbrAcic. 
April  22,  I8M. 

Mr.  Robert 
Warren.  t».t_  : 


Mr.  O’Brien,  Town  Clerk,  re-examined. 


5S.  Have  you  the  accounts — the  expenditure  and 
receipts — for  1S78  made  up.  I don’t  want  the  items  j 
I merely  want  the  amount  of  the,  expenditure  and 
receipts — what  was  the  amount  of  the  receipts? — 
.£205  15s.  6 d. 

59.  What  do  those  receipts  come  from  ? — From— bal- 
ance on  foot  of  account,  15th  of  October,  1877,  in 
Treasurer’s  hands  £47  5s.  9 d.,  froni  balance  in  Clerk’s 
hands  £2  9s.  8d,  and  from  cash  on  deposit,  £150. 

00.  That  cash  on  deposit  is  cash  that  is  the  balance 
of  the  former  rate  tua?  was  struck,  I suppose,  ? — 
Yes. 


61.  What  was  the  expenditure  in  1878? — The  total 
expenditure  was  £108  13s.  Id. 

62.  Leaving  a balance  of  £97  2s.  5d.  ? — Y ea 

63.  Has  any  rate  been  struck  for  1879? — No,  sir. 
The  Commissioners  have  struck  no  rate  since  1874. 

64.  I presume  a rate  will  he  necessary  in  1879  ?— 
Yes,  it  will. 

65.  Have  you  considered  what  it  will  be  ? — A rate 
of  three  pence  in  the  pound  will  defray  the  expense  of 
lighting,  and  the  other  expeuses  attendant  upon  it  in 
the  township  at  present. 


The  Rev.  Robert  Staveley  examined. 


66.  I believe  you  wish  to  tender  some  evidence  ? — 
Yes.  It  was  with  regard  to  the  sanitary  arrangements 
of  Killiney  and  Ballybrack.  I have,  perhaps,  made 
myself  a little  officious  on  the  subject  occasionally,  but 
both  in  my  personal  capacity  as  a ratepayer  and  also 
!l3  a clergyman  I need  not  say  the  subject  of  sanitation 


comes  very  much  under  my  own  eye  and  I have  very 
grievous  reason  to  complain  of  the  way  in  which  sani- 
tary matters  are  carried  on  under  the  Board  of  Guard- 
ians. The  Board  of  Guardians,  you  are  aware  are  the 
sanitary  authority  now  and  they  are  a very  large  body 
and  they  have  a great  deal  to  do  indeed,  and  the  result 


Rev.  Robert 
Stavdey. 
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bSmbbaok.  }s  ^at  ^,e  sanitary  work  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
April  22, 1873.  ‘8  a Iliere  farce  In  t^1'8  neighbourhood.  I have  lately 
— 1 written  to  one  of  the  Guardians  complaining  of  a nuisance 

Eav.  Robert  as  I don’t  think  it  appears  to  be  the  business  of  the 
tave  ej.  paid  sanitary  officers  to  attend  to  such  communications. 

I have  a fear  that  the  danger  and  disagreeableness 
of  the  present  state  of  things  will  increase  and  my 
belief  is,  that  as  long  as  the  Board  of  Guardians  are  the 
sanitary  authority,  I do  not  think  we  can  look  for 
decent  sanitary  supervision.  They  are  too  large  a body 
and  they  have  too  much  to  do. 

67.  You  think  it  would  be  a benefit  to  the  township 
if  theTown  Commissioners  were  to  resume  tkesanitary 
authority? — I am  most  decidedly  of  that  opinion.  I am 
of  opinion  that  no  one  will  have  any  safety  or  comfort 
in  Killiney  or  Ballybrack  until  they  resume  their  sani- 
tary authority.  I don’t  know  how  they  are  to  do  it, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  if  they  could  extend  their 
boundaries  so  as  perhaps  to  get  in  a greater  area  of 
taxation  and  to  make  it  more  worth  while  levying  a 
rate — I think  if  that  could  be  done  it  would  be  a source 
■ of  great  benefit,  but  as  things  are  at  present,  I have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  Act  is  a perfect  farce, 
the  way  it  is  carried  on. 

G8.  As  regards  the  boundary,  do  you  think  that 
they  have  not  a sufficient  area  of  taxation  to  enable 
them  to  take  up  the  sanitary  business  if  they  became 
an  urban  sanitary  authority  ?-I  speak  with  consider- 
able . hesitation  on  that  point,  but  I have  reason 
to  think  that  if  they  became  the  urban  sanitary  autho- 
rity the  taxation  might  press  unduly  upon  the  present 
township  of  Ballybrack  and  Killiney,  but  I am  not 
quite  sure  on  that  point.  I think,  however,  that  our 
area  is  at  present  rather  limited  considering  that  the 
population  is  not  numerous  and  that  there  are  no  such 
places  as  there  are  in  Dalkey  such  as  streets  and  ter- 
races— and  here  we  are  a rather  limited  body. 


69.  I may  tell  you  as  a matter  of  fact  that  ft. 

13  very  niacU  larger  than  in  „ost  other 

it  is  probably  the  large.t  Ireland  l_Yes.  „PT 
I speak,  as  I said  before,  with  regard  to  the  lw  .7' 
ofthe  boundary.  There  i.  S S”""' 

tributes  to  the  so-called  sanitary  rate  There  S * i 
district  that  does  not  get  any  benefit  now  fr  r 
water  and  yet  it  has  to  pay  for  the  water.  I am „ 
at  liberty  to  be : corrected  by  Mr.  Beane  and  Mr  Vt 
km,on  who  understand  the  matter  much  better  ihl , 
do.  _ But  I do  not  understand  why  if  there  wo,  ” 1 
tens, on  of  the  township  it  should  in  any  way  iniuretw! 
sanitary  prospects.  J 3 Juret«c 

70.  Well,  with  reference  to  the  extension  of  lb. 
township  you  think  the  township  should  bo  exlL.j 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  in  more  ate  to 

the  sanitary  work  to  bo  carried  out  in  a more  Joi 
iactory  manner  than  at  present,  but  you  don’t  W 
whether  they  would  have  sufficient  over  the  preset 
area?— 1 do  not.  * 

71.  Because  that  would  be  at  the  foundation  of  the 

question  ?— Yes.  My  principal  object  is  simply  to 
bring  forward  what  I know  to  be  facts  and  that  is 
as  to  the  scandalous  condition  in  which  the  sanitarv 
arrangements  are  at  present.  3 

7 2.  In  fact  so  far  as  it  bears  upon  this  present  inquiry 
your  opinion  is  that  it  would  be  desirable  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  township  that  the  Commissioners  should 
become  the  sanitary  authority  again  ?— Yes,  certainly 

73.  And  as  a matter  of  course  they  would  do  their 
business  if  they  undertook  it  1— Yes,  they  would.  They 
are  al  on  the  spot,  they  would  have  a narrower  area 
to  look  after  than  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  they 
have  a strong  personal  interest  in  the  matter. 

74.  You  are  not  prepared  to  point  out  any  other 
ground  of  complaint? — I am  not. 


Mr.  George 
Wilkinson. 


Mr.  George  Wilkinson  examined. 


75.  You  are  a Town  Commissioner  of  Killiney  and 
Ballybrack?  - I am.  -I  wish  to  remark  that  with 
reference  to  what  Mr.  Staveley  ba3  said  as  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  township,  that  I think  it  would  be  a mis- 
take with  regard  to  the  matter  of  our  finances. 

76.  For  you  to  take  in  any  extension? — Yes. 

77.  To  expand  the  boundary  all  round? — Yes,  what 
Mr.  Staveley  all  udes  to  is  this.  At  present  there  are  two 
portions  that  join  us — that  are  made  into  a sanitary 
district  with  us.  They  pay,  perhaps  with  a great  deal 
of  injustice,  a water  rate,  and  get  no  benefit  for  it,  but 
if  they  were  brought  in  and  made  part  of  our  township, 
we  would  have  a very  small  valuation  for  a very  large 
area,  we  would  incur  a large  cost  to  supply  the  water- 
works to  them  which  they  would  be  entitled  to,  and  we 
would  be  put  to  great  expense. 

78.  I don’t  know  why  they  should  be  more  entitled 
than  now,  as  they  are  paying  in  a contributory  district? 
— But  they  get  no  water. 


79  Would  they  be  more  entitled  if  they  became  in- 
cluded in  the  township  ? — Yes ; the  Board  of  Guardians 
levy  a sauitary  rate  only,  and.not  a township  rate. 

SO.  You  only  receive  water  as  a sanitary  district?- 
We  get  it  by  contract— by  special  contract  with  the 
Corporation  for  which  we  pay  id.  in  the  pound  overade- 
fined  area,  and  we  cannot  go  outside  that  without  break- 
ing the  contract.  We  have  had  a great  deal  of  difficulty 
in  supplying  the  clergyman’s  house  at  Ballybrack. 

81.  You  don't  think  it  would  strengthen  the  authority 
and  powers  of  the  Commissioners  if  they  had  included 
within  the  township  this  sanitary  district? — It  would 
saddle  us  with  increased  cost  without  a more  efficient 
control,  I think. 

82.  What  is  the  valuation  of  that  additional  sanitary 
district? — £1,376 — that  is,  the  district  outside  our 
union  formed  into  a sanitary  district. 


Mr.  T.  N. 


Mr.  T.  N.  Deane  examined. 


^ou  ,are  one  °7  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Killiney  and  Ballybrack  ? — I am. 

. 84*  What  are  your  views  with  regard  to  any  exten- 
sion of  the  boundary  of  your  township  1 — I don't  wish 
to  say  anything  as  to  what  has  been  brought  forward 
very  properly  by  Mr.  Staveley,  but  I wholly  concur  witli 
Mr.  Wilkinson  that  any  extension  of  the  township  to 
those  lands  where  the  valuation  is  £1,376  would  be 
extremely  prejudicial  to  us.  At  the  same  time  I am 
one  of  those  that  have  felt  very  strongly  that  the  bring- 
ing the  sanitary  powers  into  our  hands  is  a most  impor- 


tant and  desirable  thing,  and  we  should  not  lose  any 
time  in  doing  all  we  can  to  get  those  powers  restored 
to  us.  There  has  been  a Committee  of  the  Commis- 
sioners formed  with  a view  of  seeing  what  can  bfe  done, 
and  I think  we  are  rather  holding  our  hands  and  wait- 
ing to  see  what  the  result  of  this  Municipal  Boundaries 
Commission  will  be. 

85.  The  result  of  this  Commission  as  regards  auy 
question  affecting  Dalkey  ? — Yes,  or  any  question  as 
affecting  an  extension  or  alteration  of  our  own  town- 
ship. 
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The  Rev.  Maurice  Dai  examined. 


86.  You  are  a resident  of  the  township,  I think! — 
I am  not,  and  that  is  what  I wish  to  speak  about.  My 
residence  is  immediately  adjoining  the  township,  and  I 
am  in  this  peculiar  position  that  I am  taxed  for  the 
water  rate  by  the  Poor  Law  Guardians,  and  at  the  same 
time  not  being  actually  within  the  township  though  the 
road  which  adjoins  my  house  is  the  boundary  of  the 
township,  and  the  water  which  supplies  the  township 
runs  along  that  road  in  the  water  main.  Consequently, 
as  I say  I have  to  pay  the  water  rate  being  in  the  con- 
tributory townland  just  the  same  as  a gentleman  in  the 
township,  and  at  the  same  time  not  being  in  the  town- 
ship, I could  Dot  get  the  privilege  of  obtaining  water 
from  the  Town  Commissioners — they  had  no  power  to 
oive  it  to  me.  I would  be  most  desirous  of  having  my 
church  and  bouse  included  within  the  boundary,  and 
also  if  you  thought  it  desirable  another  house  belonging 
to  Captain  Shuldham,  and  that  gentleman  is  away  at 
present,  or  be  would  be  here  to  state  his  own  case. 

87.  I shall  be  glad  to  receive  any  suggestion  from 

him? — Yes:  it  would  be  only  including  a small  dis- 
trict— thirty  or  forty  yards — on  either  side  of  the  road, 
for  a short  distance.  At  present  the  Corporation  of 
Dublin  have  very  kindly  given  me  a special  grant  and 
permission  to  use  the  water  of  the  public  main  that 
runs  alongside  my  house,  and  I have  to  pay  extra  for 
that,  which  I am  quite  willing  to  do,  but  I have  to  pay 
for  water  twice  over.  I pay  id.  in  the  pound  for  the 
use  of  the  Corporation  main,  and 

88.  And  you  pay  the  special  sanitary  rate  at  the 
same  time,  and  to  the  same  amount  in  the  township? — 
Yes. 

89.  Are  you  in  a position  to  say  what  is  the  feeling 
of  your  neighbours  in  that  direction  ? — The  only  neigh- 
bour not  in  the  township  in  my  direction  is  Captain 


Shuldham,  because  the  others  on  either  side  of  the  road 
are  mcluded  in  the  township,  and  it  is  only  mv  house 
and  his  that  are  outside. 

90.  It  is  only  on  the  water  question  that  you  would 
desire  an  extension  ? — I would  be  glad  to  have  the 
benefit  of  the  gas  also. 

91.  Does  not  the  gas  go  out  as  far  as  your  residence  ? 
—Not ; not  quite  as  far  as  my  house,  although  it  ought  to 
go  to  my  church.  We  are  not  able  to  light  the  church 
with  gas  at  present  which  is  a great  disadvantage,  and 
the  people  coming  to  the  church  on  winter  evenings 
are  put  to  great  inconvenience  in  consequence  of  havin'0, 
a dark  road  to  go  along  there. 

92.  Can  you  not  get  the  gas  by  agreement  ? — I have 
been  trying  to  make  arrangements  with  the  gas  com- 
pany,  and  I hope  they  will  ultimately  grant  the  con- 
venience to  us,  as  soon  as  we  get  the  householders  to 
get  it  into  their  houses,  but  they  cannot  light  the  road. 
It  is  only  a question  of  expense  not  one  of  power.  I 
think  it  is  a great  inconvenience  being  just  practically 
in  the  township  and  yet  not  with iu  it.  It  costs  me 

a year  iu  addition  to  what  I pay  for  the  sanitary 
rate,  and  I am  just  alongside  the  bound-  of  the  town- 
ship. I do  not  want  in  anywise  to  ask  for  what  you 
might  call  a large  extension  of  the  township,  but  only 
to  include  my  house  and  the  church,  and  the  residence 
of  Mr.  Shuldham,  if  you  think  it  desirable.  The  town- 
ship does  not  go  at  present  according  to  the  boundaries 
of  the  townlands,  and  the  reason  my  house  was  not 
included  in  the  boundaries  is,  because  it  is  just  outside 
the  boundary  of  the  Ballybrack  townland,  and  curiously 
enough  in  a short  distance  the  township  takes  in  part 
of  the  townland  of  Loughlinstowu  in  which  my  house 
and  church  are  situated,  and  yet  it  leaves  out  that  little 
corner  (pointing  to  the  map). 


Rev.  Maurice 

D»y. 


Mr.  .T.  R.  Garstin,  J.P.,  examined. 


93.  You  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Killiney? — Yes. 

94.  Upon  what  point  do  you  wish  to  give  evidence? 

— I wish  to  point  out  in  respect  of  Mr.  Day’s  statement, 
as  he  must  be  aware  that  the  Commissioners  have  with- 
drawn their  application  for  the  additions 

95.  The  Commissioners  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  they  will  not  seek  for  any  alteration  of  the  town- 
ship?— The  Town  Commissioners,  as  a body,  had 
passed  a resolution,  asking  the  Municipal  Boundary 
Commissioners  to  recommend — in  fact  to  carry  out  Mr. 
Day’s  views  ; but  they  have  thought  it  desirable  to 
withdraw  that  resolution.  But  wliat  I wish  to  point 
out  is  in  reference  to  the  two  reasons  Mr.  Warreu  gives 
— namely,  the  special  Act  relating  to  Dalkey,  and  the 
fact  of  the  road  being  in  Dalkey.  The  case  of  being 
differently  constituted  as  regards  the  township  and  the 
county  would  not  affect  Mr.  Day’s  case ; there  would 
not  be  more  difficulty. 

96.  The  objection  of  the  Commissioners  did  not  hold 


against  what  he  desires?— Yes.  I do  not  want  to  go 
into  the  case  of  Dalkey  until  it  is  raised,  but  it  slionld, 
I think,  appear  on  the  notes  iu  some  form,  in  the  most 
general  shape,  that  there  is  a most  decided  objection  to 
auy  extension  or  to  anything  that  would  extend  Dalkey, 
so  as  to  include  the  township  of  Killiuey  and  Ballybrack. 
I have  the  resolution  of  the  Commissioners  here  before 
me,  in  which  it  states  that  they  would  represent  as 
strongly  as  possible  the  injustice  and  inexpediency  of 
any  such  change.  It  would  be  most  unpopular  in  this 
district  and  most  injurious  to  it.  The  Dalkey  rates 
are  now  at  their  maximum,  and  the  management  of  the 
roads  in  that  township  is,  and  long  has  been,  inefficient. 
The  source  of  supply  from  which  this  township  receives 
its  water — the  reservoir  at  Rathmiclmel  is  not  sufficient 
for  the  requirements  of  Killiney,  and  if  used  for  an  out- 
lying district  the  result  would  be  that  the  places  on  the 
llill  now  supplied  with  water  would  be  deprived  of  it. 

I do  not  wish  to  say  more  than  that,  hut  just  so  far  to 
anticipate  any  claim  made  by  Dalkey. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Stavkley  re-examined.  Row  Mr 


97.  I think  it  is  a matter  of  vital  importance  to  the 
neighbourhood,  and,  as  I think,  at  this  inquiry  the 
representatives  of  Killiney  and  Ballybrack  are  present, 
and  as  a good  many  of  us  would  not  be  able  to  be  present 
at  the  Dalkey  inquiry,  I think  it  right  to  say  that  cer- 
tainly I,  for  one,  would  strongly  reprobate  the  amalga- 
mation of  the  township  of  Killiney  and  Ballybrack 


with  Dalkey  altogether.  I can  answer  for  the  mis- 
management of  the  Dalkey  affairs,  and  I should  he 
very  sorry  personally  to  have  anything  to  say  to 
Dalkey.  'Let  Dalkey  manage  its  own  affairs,  and  I 
think  that  Killiney  and  Ballybrack  would  do  very  well 
by  themselves.  1 think  it  would  be  fatal  to  the  interests 
of  the  Killiney  township,  such  an  amalgamation. 


The  Rev.  Henry 

98.  You  wish  to  give  some  evidence  as  to  the  water 
snpply  ?—  Yes  ; as  regards  the  matter  of  the  water 
supply,  and  concerning  the  glebe  house,  it  would  be  a 
great  personal  consideration  to  tlie  clergyman  having 
an  increment,  however  small,  on  his  taxes,  and  £i 
would  be  an  enormous  tax  upon  a clergyman,  so  much 
of  this  district  is  in  that  parish. 

99.  You  think  it  would  be  very  desirable  that  the 


Percivau  examined. 

portion  consisting  of  the  glebe  and  house  of  Mr.  Day 
should  be  taken  into  tbe  township  ?— I think  for  that 
reason  they  should,  assuming  that  the  people  of  that 
district  are  in  that  parish.  The  division  is  I think,  as 
well  as  I know,  about  the  road  near  to  my  house— I 
think  one  looking  forward  ought  to  think  of  that— 
both  that  and  the  cos:  of  lighting  the  church. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated.  ^ 
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THURLES.— MARCH  13  nr,  1879. 

Before  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e. 

Mr.  John  Beroxn  examined. 


1.  How  long  have  you  been  Town  Clerk  of  Thurles? 
— Since  1861. 

2.  Thurles  is  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act 
of  1854 ? — It  is. 

3.  When  was  it  put  under  that  Act? — On  the  19th 
March,  1861. 

4.  That  is  when  you  were  appointed  clerk  ? — Yes. 

5.  Was  the  town  under  any  previous  Act? — No. 

6.  How  many  Commissioners  are  appointed  under 
that  Act  ? — Twelve. 

7.  That  nrap  which  you  produce  contains  the 
boundaries  of  the  town? — Yes,  we  got  that  (map 
produced)  at  the  time,  and  we  have  also  a newspaper 
with  the  details  of  the  bouudary. 

8.  The  description  of  the  boundary  is  in  the 
Gazette  ? — Tbo  Gazette  does  not  describe  the  boundary, 
it  only  contains  the  order  giving  the  Commissioners  a 
standing. 

9.  It  must  have  been  described  in  a previous 
Gazette? — I saw  this  newspaper  (produced)  at  the 
time,  and,  as  it  contained  a description  of  the 
boundaries,  I preserved  it  since. 

10.  Have  you  not  got  on  the  minutes  of  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Commissioners  a description  of  the 
boundaries? — No. 

11.  Was  that  map  furnished  to  you  by  the  Valuation 
Office  in  Dublin?— Yes. 

12.  You  received  queries  from  our  office? — Yes. 

13.  And  you  filled  up  the  replies? — Yes. 

14.  What  is  the  population  of  Thurles ; you  say 
about  5,000? — 5,008  is  the  population. 

15.  Has  the  population  decreased  since  that  census 
was  taken  ? — It  lias  increased  since. 

16.  The  area  of  the  town  you  have  not  given  in 
your  replies? — I did  not  know  it  at  the  time.  I could 
only  take  it  from  the  map. 

17.  What  is  the  area  given  at  the  end  of  the  rate 
hook? — ],25S  acres  3 roods  33  perches. 

18.  That  is  the  area  of  the  town? — Yes. 

19.  And  what  is  the  present  valuation? — £5,065  7s. 

20.  In  what  electoral  division  is  Thurles? — In 
Thurles. 

21.  The  Commissioners  don’t  wish  for  any  alteration  ? 
— No. 

22.  Has  the  subject  been  considered  by  them,  as  a 
body,  at  a regular  meeting?— Yes,  it  was  last  week. 
They  were  talking  over  it,  and  I showed  them  the 
circular,  and  told  them  they  should  make  up  their 
minds  if  they  wanted  any  change,  and  they  considered 
the  present  boundary  satisfactory. 

23.  Was  that  that  there  should  be  no  alteration,  and 
was  that  recorded  by  a regular  resolution? — Not  a 
regular  resolution,  but  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
meeting. 

24.  The  opinion  of  the  majority? — Yes,  of  all  who 
were  here — five  or  six. 

25.  Ilow  niauy  attended  that  meeting? — Six. 

26.  There  were  six  present,  and  their  opinion  was 

Giat  theie  should  be  no  alteration  of  the  boundary? 

27.  Do  you  happen  to  know  the  opiuiou  of  those 
who  were  not  here  ?— No,  but  they  were  invited  here. 

2b.  Fnrposely  to  discuss  that  question  ?— Yes,  and 
1 never  heard  anything  to  the  contrary. 

29.  But  there  was  no  formal  resolution?— No  formal 
resolution. 

30  Tlie  boundary  eatenda  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  the  town  in  every  direction?— It  does. 

31.  That  is  from  the  centre  of  the  town?— Yes 
32  Do  you  knot,  the  statisticj  of  the  electoral 
division  of  Thurles — its  size  and  valuation  ?— I don’t 
knew  it. 

33.  What  are  the  receipts  of  the  township  and  the 
sources  of  income? — This  year  there  was  £234  for 
toun  rates  at  Is.  j last  year  it  was  lOd.  in  the  pound. 


bu^it  is  likely  to  be  kept  up  at  Is.,  which  would  glve 

34.  What  other  sources; .of  income  are  there?—' w 

have  the  fines  which,  at  the  average  of  the  last  h 
years,  are  £56.  IOttr 

35.  And  the  dog  tax  is  how  much  ? It  i3  .£13  3 

36.  Have  you  any  property  ? — No. 

37.  What  was  the  expenditure  in  1S78 1 For  lb 

year  ending  30th  April,  187S,  the  total  expemlitj 
was  £275,  but  there  is  something  to  come  off  that 
because  wo  had  some  flagging  for  which  wc  are  to  be 
allowed  £45  by  the  county.  There  is  flagging  and 
paving  £72  5s.;  but  that  is  larger  than  it  should  be 
for  the  county  gives  us  £45  for  that,  which  will  leave 
about  £230. 

3S.  That  is  the  normal  expenditure? — Yes.  Tbe 
average  expenditure  is  about  the  amount  of  the  rates 

39.  Then  wo  will  take  the  average  expenditure  to 
he  £275  a year  ? — Yes. 

40.  The  rate  in  1S74  you  Lave  given  as  Is.  ?— Yes,I 
believe  so. 

41.  And  in  1875  what  was  it? — It  was  10<£. 

42.  And  in  1876? — Up  to  the  15th  April,  1877,  it 
was  10d. ; April,  1878,  and  up  to  April,  1879,  (this 
present  year)  Is. 

43.  Gan  you  give  me  the  poor  rates  and  the  county 
cess  for  the  same  years  ? — The  county  cess,  I believe, 
averaged  Is.  9(7.  in  the  pound  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  roads. 

44.  What  year  was  that  for? — Taking  it  for  the 
last  three  years. 

45.  You  cau’t  give  it  for  each  year  ? — No,  I have 
not  got  it. 

46.  Have  you  got  the  poor  rates? — No. 

47.  You  did  not  fill  up  the  rates  column? — No. 

48.  Was  the  Act  adopted  entirely  or  only  in  part? 
— 111  part  j they  did  not  adopt  the  water  clauses. 

49.  How  is  tlio  town  lighted? — With  gas. 

50.  By  a company  ? — No,  a privato  individual. 

51.  The  works  ddu’t  belong  to  tho  Commissioners  ? 
—No. 

52.  You  contract  with  the  owner? — Yes,  we  contract 
with  him  for  the  lighting  of  tho  street  lamps. 

53.  What  do  yon  pay  him? — £3  each  for  thirty- 
four  lamps  for  eight  months  in  tho  year. 

54.  What  do  you  bargain  for  in  tho  way  of  time  for 
light  ? — From  dark  until  two  o’clock  for  eight  months. 

55.  And  do  you  except  it  611  moonlight  nights?— 
Yes,  but  during  the  time  of  tho  moonlight  if  it  becomes 
dark  he  must  light  the  lamps. 

56.  How  is  llio  town  supplied  with  water  ? — There 
are  plenty  of  pumps  and  wells. 

57.  And  good  water? — Yes,  good  water. 

58.  There  are  no  complaints  about  the  water? — 
There  are  some  complaints,  but  arising  partly  from 
neglect  of  tho  people  themselves. 

59.  How  is  the  town  off  in  tho  matter  of  drainage 
and  sewage? — Well,  it  is  very  well  off  at  present.  I 
have  kept  as  good  an  account  as  I could  for  some  years 
past,  and  I find  the  Commissioners  have  laid  out  about 
£1,100  in  opening  new  sewers  and  repairing  old  ones. 

60.  That  was  before  the  Guardians  became  the 
Sanitary  Authority  ? — Yes,  and  they  do  not  bestow 
so  much  attention  on  it. 

61.  Is  the  town  supposed  to  be  as  well  lighted  as  it 
is  required  to  be  ? — Well,  indeed  it  is. 

62.  There  are  no  complaints  about  the  lightiug? — 
No  ■ sometimes  there  are  complaints  that  the  lighting 
is  not  as  good  ns  it  should  be,  but  it  is  generally 
improved  when  we  look  after  it.  On  the  whole  it  is 
very  well  lighted. 

63.  How  many  qualified  voters  are  there  in  the 
township  ? — I could  not  immediately  say. 

64.  Approximately  how  many  are  there  ?■ — I could 
not  say.  Wo  had  no  contests  here  for  fifteen  years, 
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and  therefore,  my  attention  was  not  called  to  the 
number. 

65.  How  many  are  there  in  the  town  qualified  to 
act  as  Commissioners  ? — I suppose  there  would  be  from 
thirty  to  forty  qualified  tb  sit. 

—66.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 
question  of  becoming  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority 
and  taking  up  the  sanitary  works  from  the  Guardians 
again  1 — Well  yes,  they  petitioned  for  it  last  week  ; 
they  considered  whether  the  shilling  rate  would  be 
able  to  keep  the  town  in  order,  should  they  get  rid  of 
the  penny  that  is  added  to  the  poor  rates  for  that 
purpose. 

67.  Then  their  memorial  is  before  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  now  ? — Yes. 

68.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  whether 
when  they  become  the  Urban  Authority  (supposing 
they  do)  they  would  also  take  up  the  charge  of  the 
roads  from  the  Grand  Jury? — No,  there  is  a good  deal 
of  talk  about  that  latterly  as  some  of  the  Commissioners 
are  very  much  inclined  to  take  them  up.  There  is  a 
road  by  the  river  which  has  become  a nuisance — the 
road  from  the  Castle  round  by  the  Mall — and  the 
county  surveyor  seems  to  be  able  to  do  what  he  likes, 
and  in  five  years  this  road  was  once  with  a contractor 
but  there  was  a limit  of  a shillirag  a perch  and  of  course 
no  one  would  take  it  up  for  that  and  he  did  not  trouble 
himself  for  the  five  years. 

69.  How  much  does  the  town  pay  to  the  Grand 
Jury? — £526. 

70.  Is  it  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  they  get 
a fair  return  from  the  Grand  Jury  for  the  money  they 
contribute? — It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners 
they  do  not,  and  the  way  the  roads  are  attended  to  is 
rather  unsatisfactory.  The  contractor  takes  as  much 
out  of  them  as  he  can  and  one  road  was  neglected 
altogether  for  five  years  and  now  it  is  impassable. 

71.  Has  application  been  made  at  presentment 
sessions  or  elsewhere  for  works  which  have  been  re- 
fused ? — Only  for  flagging  the  footways.  It  is  very 
hard  to  drag  anything  out  of  them. 
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72.  You  say  the  Commissioners  have  been  consider- 
ing the  question  of  taking  up  these  works  ?— Yes. 

73.  But  they  have  come  to  no  resolution  about  it  ? 
—No,  they  could  not  see  their  way.  They  wero  talk- 
ing about  it  and  Mr.  Corcoran  said  he  would  make 
inquiry  about  the  matter. 

74.  But  if  they  saw  they  could  financially  work 
it  they  would  desire  to  have  charge  of  these  works? 
— Yes,  they  consider  they  would  keep  the  town  in 
better  trim. 

75.  Being  on  the  spot  and  having  an  interest  in 
looking  after  it?— Yes,  and  I don’t  think  it  would  re- 
quire so  much  to  do  it,  if  we  were  in  a position  once  to 
take  charge  of  it. 

7 6.  Are  you  aware  of  the  feeling  of  the  people  around 
the  town.  I don’t  suppose  any  of  those  living  around 
would  wish  to  be  included  in  the  town  ? — I don’t  think 
they  would,  there  would  not  be  much  advantage.  It 
is  generally  land  yon  would  get  and  there  would  not 
be  any  residences  added  worth  while.  It  is  chiefly 
small  farmers  who  would  be  brought  in  and  it  would 
not  be  worth  while. 

77.  There  is  only  one-fourth  charged  on  land  for 
improvement  purposes? — Yes,  and  when  you  go  further 
out  into  the  country  there  is  nothing  but  land. 

78.  Supposing  that  there  was  an  extension  of  half  a 
mile  say  around  the  present  boundary  would  it  take 
in  any  gentlemen’s  places? — Well  it  would  take  in 
Turtulla  House. 

79.  Half  a mile  extension  would  take  in  Turtulla 
House,  are  there  any  others  it  would  take  in  ? — I 
don’t  think  there  are  any  more.  Our  present  bounds 
takes  in  the  glebe  and  all  from  that  part  up,  it  takes 
in  the  poor  house  and  the  railwaya 

80.  Half  a mile  extension  all  round  your  present 
boundary  would  take  in  no  gentlemen's  residences 
except  Turtulla  House  ? — No. 

81.  Then  it  would  not  add  to  any  extent  to  the 
number  of  people  qualified  to  be  Commissioner? — I 
believe  uot  much  and  they  would  not  come  in  and 
would  not  be  present. 


Thcblxs. 
Mar.  13.  187J. 
John  Bergin. 


Mr.  Michael  Corcoban  examined.  Michael 


82.  You  are  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners? 
— Yes,  sir. 

83.  How  long  have  you  been  so  ? — About  six 
months. 

84.  Have  you  been  long  a Commissioner  ? — For 
nine.years.  , 

85.  The  feeling  of  the  Board  as  far  as  you  know  it 
is  unanimous  against  having  any  alteration  in  the 
boundary  of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

86.  Either  by  increasing  or  decreasing  it  ? — Yes. 

87.  You  were  not  in  the  body  when  they  were 
formed  ? — No,  I was  not. 

88.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  any  of  the  imme- 
diate outsiders — whether  they  wish  to  be  brought  in  or 
not? — No,  I do  not. 

89.  With  regard  to  becoming  the  sanitary  authority 
you  have  made  application  so  that  you  are  anxious  to 
get  it  ? — Yes,  we  think  it  would  be  better  vested  in 
ourselves,  the  only  difference  is  that  we  of  course  only 
have  power  over  the  bye  streets  and  lanes  while  the 
public  streets  are  kept  in  a very  bad  and  dirty  state. 

90.  "What  works  have  the  Guardians  done  of  late 
years  since  they  became  the  sanitary  authority  in 
1874  ? — They  have  done  nothing  except  a few  pnmps 
they  have  looked  after. 

91.  Do  you  happen  to  know  how  much  of  the  poor 
rate  of  1878  was  for  sanitary  purposes  if  any  ? — A 
penny  was  charged  extra  on  us. 

92.  That  was  for  sanitary  purposes  ?— Yes. 

93.  What  district  was  that  charged  on  ? — On  the 
township. 

94.  On  the  township  only? — I believe  so. 

95.  Have  you  ever  asked  the  Guardians  to  do  work 
which  they  have  declined  to  do? — We  have. 

96.  What  kind  of  work  ? — Several  nuisances  that 
turned  up  round  the  locality.  We  applied  to.  the 


Local  Goverment  Board  first  and  the  application 
was  sent  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  they  passed 
the  matter  over  and  gave  us  little  or  no  satisfaction, 
and  we  also  applied  in  reference  to  some  nuisance  that 
existed  in  the  river  and  some  that  were  smelling  badly 
round  the  town  and  they  did  not  look  after  them. 

97.  These  are  matters  which  you  think  you  would 
have  looked  after  if  you  were  the  sanitary  authority? 
—Yes. 

98.  Do  you  consider  that  if  you  got  the  care  of  the 
town  yourselves  you  would  be  able  to  do  it  with  the 
shilliug  rate? — I think  we  would.  We  would  Joe  sure 
to  do  it  better  than  they  do  it  now. 

99.  You  do  not  consider  you  want  any  extension  of 
the  municipality  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  rates 
for  sanitary  pnrposes  ? — Some  of  the  sewers  are  in  very 
bad  order,  and  I think  it  would  take  something  to  put 
them  into  proper  order  again. 

100.  Suppose  yon  became  the  sanitary  authority, 
how  do  you  propose  to  get  the  money  for  that  purpose? 
— I don’t  think  we  would  require  a great  deal  more 
than  we  have  for  that. 

101.  Of  course  that  will  bo  a question  to  be  examined 
into  when  yonr  memorial  is  being  considered  ? — Yes  ; 
we  did  it  always  when  we  had  the  sanitary  work  in 
our  own  hands  with  the  present  rate. 

102.  Did  you  do  more  while  you  were  the  sanitary 
authority  than  the  guardians  have  done  since  1S74? — 
Certainly;  a great  deal.  We  have  plenty  of  sewerage 
if  it  was  kept  clean.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Commis- 
sioners or  a good  many  of  them  discussing  the  matter 
over  here,  and  of  a good  many  of  the  public  round  tho 
town,  that  if  we  had  a separation  from  the  county 
altogether  it  would  be  better  for  ourselves  seeing  that 
we  paid  the  county  such  an  amount  as^over  .to00  a 
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year,  and  that  really  we  don’t  get  more  than  £200  a 
year  out  of  them. 

103.  You  consider  that  if  you  got,  t he  same  amount 
of  money  into  your  hands  as  the  county  draw  from  the 
town,  you  could  keep  the  town  and  all  the  roads  in 
bettor  order? — Yes;  and  with  a great  saving  in  the 
rates  to  ourselves,  about  half  the  amount  would  do,  and 
I have  calculated  it. 

104  Have  you  gone  into  figures  on  the  subject?— I 
have  calculated  the  amount  received  by  the  contractors 
round  the  town,  and  I find  the  average  cost  would  not 
be  more  than  half  what  they  are  receiving — that  is 
about  £230  or  £240. 

105.  I suppose  there  are  several  road  contracts  within 
the  boundary  ? — Only  three  altogether. 

106.  Do  you  remember  the  names  of  the  contractors  ? 
— James  Hayes  is  one. 

107.  Which  road  has  Mr.  Hayes  charge  of? — The 
Main-street  and  the  principal  roads  in  the  town.  Mr. 
Alcock  has  another  contract,  he  is  deputy  surveyor 
under  the  county,  and  there  is  no  contractor  but  himself 
on  the  Tnrtulla-road. 

108.  Has  he  only  that  road  i — lie  has  got  some  other 
bye-roads. 

109.  Who  is  the  third  contractor? — James  Harney. 

110.  He  has  the  Johnstown  road? — Yes. 

111.  You  think  that  if  you  get  all  the  county  cess 
you  would  bo  able  to  keep  the  roads  much  better? — 
Yes. 

112.  You  make  due  provision  for  a staff  of  overlookers 
ami  town  surveyors? — Yes;  I am  certain  the  town 
would  be  kept  in  far  better  order  if  it  waa  vested  in  the 
town  itself. 

113.  But  the  Commissioners  have  come  to  uo  regular 
resolution  on  the  subject? — Yes;  they  did.  There  are 
five  or  six  of  the  Commissioners  I have  been  speaking 
to,  we  had  a public  ciiat  over  the  matter,  and  they  did 
not-  all  understand  it,  and  did  not  believe  we  could  get 
a separation,  but  it  seems  from  the  inquiries  you  have 
been  making  that  applications  of  that  kind  have  been 
made,  and  I think  it  would  he  better  we  should  apply. 
A good  many  of  the  Commissioners  agree  with  me. 

114  Is  there  anything  else  you  would  like  to  add 
respecting  the  subject  of  this  inquiry?— At  the  present 
time  we  are  expending  a lot  of  our  own  rates  on  county 
works. 

115.  That,  is  flagging?— Ho,  not  exactly,  but  keeping 
some  of  the  wall  aud  public  walks  round  the  town. 
We  go  out  as  far  as  Turtulla-bridge,  aud  that  belongs 
to  the  county,  and  up  towards  the  railway  we  put  on 
gravel  on  the  parts  that  belong  to  the  county.  In  fact 
we  are  expending  our  private  money  on  the  county 
works.  There  is  a contract  up  to  the  Pike-road,  but 
so  neglectful  are  they  that  the  Commissioners  have  been 
obliged  to  spend  money  on  it,  and  the  same  way  with 
the  Tnrtulla-road.  W^e  are  obliged  to  spend  money 
there  too.  J 


117.  I see  that  the  township  of  Thurles  wilh  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  places  consists  of  whole  town- 
lands,  would  there  be  any  objection  to  throwing  in  the 
rest  of  these  townlands  that  are  not  at  present  wholly 
included  so  as  to  make  it  a township  of  complete  town- 
lands?— I could  not  answer  that.  We  have  not  made 
any  inquiries  about  that. 

. U'ere  is  no  particular  local  objection  to  taking 
m the  rest  of  the  townland  near  Turtulla,  for  instance? 
. -*■  knHW  at  the  time  the  boundaries  were  being  made 
m order  to  avoid  a great  deal  of  trouble,  and  to  obviate 
any  difficulty  in  carrying  on  the  township  measure 
*eft  80aie  Pfople  who  really  should  be  included. 

119.  I hat  was  done  to  obviate  any  trouble  about 
the  measure? — Yes. 


120.  Would  there  be  any  working  difficulty  in  liavino- 

tue  remnants  of  these  townlands  thrown  in? No  I 

don’t  think  there  could  be.  ’ 


121.  Mr.  Sergiu-  (Town  Clerk). — The  re»Qn„ 

confined  the  boundary  so  much  then  was  to  avoil^ 
position.  The  opposition  of  those  excluded  w0,uT 
to  the  taxation  connected  with  it.  Most  of  the  tronli 
came  from  outsiders  who  hold  bits  of  laud  T|  e 
people  came  in  and  said  “ We  wont  be  liable  to  ttoziT 
or  otherwise,  do  what  yon  like  with  the  town,  but  don? 
bring  us  under  taxation,”  and  tliecrv  was  “ If  voa  brin 
us  in  we  will  always  be  taxed.”  ’ J n8 

122.  Take  that  townland  opposite  Turtulla  Louie 
portion  is  included  in  the  present  township,  butmoVI 
than  half  is  outside  the  township.  U there  any  obiecti.ln 
of  a local  nature  to  putting  the  whole  of  that  townland 
into  the  township  ?— Except  wl.at  objection  the  person* 
in  occupation  would  give.  I am  sure  they  would 
consent. 


123.  But  there  is  no  other  objection? — No;  I think 

124.  To  Witness. — Do  all  these  people  derive  con- 
sulerable  benefit  from  being  so  close  to  the  township 
for  markets  and  schools  for  their  children,  aud  so  on  ?— 
Yes. 


125.  How  far  do  you  think  does  that  advantage  ex- 
tend into  a country  like  this? — I think  it  would  be 
little  or  no  advantage  to  us. 

126.  But  the  people  within  a certain  distance  of  the 
town  derive  advantage  from  the  markets  and  schools 
in  the  town,  and  so  on  ? — They  derive  advantages’  within 
two  miles,  great  advantages. 

127.  And  the  land  lets  at  a higher  rate  on  account  of 
being  so  close  to  the  town  ? — Much  higher,  it  would  go 
once  and  a half  the  value  it  is  outside  that  distance. 

12S.  Have  you  anything  to  add  ? — No,  except  that, 
I agree  with  all  that  has  been  said  with  regard  to  the 
tciwn. 


129.  You  told  me  that  the  railway  and  other  buildings 
were  increasing  very  much? — Yes. 

130.  Would  there  he  any  chance  of  the  railway 
building  on  property  beyond  the  present  township?— 
No  I think  not.  The  new  railway  will  come  in  by  the 
side  of  the  present  workshop. 

131.  Then  there  is  no  chance  of  any  of  the  new 
buildings  extending  in  any  direction  beyond  the  present 
town  1—  I think  not.  The  only  thing  1 was  going  to 
add  was,  that  if  we  could  compel  the  county  to  do  the 
work  required  for  the  benefit  of  the  town,  as  they 
receive  such  a sum  from  it. 

132.  You  would  rather  not  have  the  authority  if  you 
could  compel  them  to  do  the  work  ? — Yes;  at  the  present 
time,  when  we  are  putting  in  presentments  we  don’t 
get  any  adequate  amount.  There  are  often  complaints 
about  the  rates  in  the  town.  There  is  only  one  well  in 
the  town,  and  that  would  be  in  a very  bad  state, 
although  it  is  supplying  the  whole  of  the  town.  The 
wells  in  the  other  parts  of  the  town  are  very  bad,  and  the 
water  is  bad,  so  that  there  is  not  a good  drop  of  water 
in  the  town,  except  in  the  one  well  I refer  to. 

133.  Where  is  that  well? — In  Quarry-street. 

134.  That  is  removed  a long  way  from  the  centre  of 
the  town  ? — Yes ; I have  to  keep  au  animal  purposely 
to  carry  water  to  my  house  from  that  well. 

135.  Do  the  people  get  drinking  water  from  the  river 
at  all  ? — The  water  of  the  river  has  been  analysed  by 
a gentleman  in  Cork,  Mr.  O’Keeffe.  It  lias  been 
analysed  for  the  convent,  and  they  have  been  getting 
up  some  works  to  enable  them  to  use  it  as  it  is  far 
better  then  any  other  public  water  in  the  town. 

136.  Have  any  waterworks  ever  been  projected 
here? — No;  never. 

137.  Is  it  due  to  the  fault  of  the  Board  of  Guardians, 

that  the  other  pumps  are  not  kept  in  good  order? — It 
is,  that  is  one  of  the  faults,  but  I really  think  the  water 
is  bad  in  any  case,  although  we  have  a plentiful 
supply. 
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138.  The  pump  in  the  street  is  not  good  for  drinking 
purposes? — It  is  not  sweet  enough,  there  is  no  lift  so 
that  the  water  runs  back  always. 

139.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  guardians  to  keep  these 
pumps  in  order  ? — Yes.  I have  searched  the  rate-book, 
and  I find  the  number  of  qualified  voters  is  20 1. 

140.  How  many  are  qualified  to  sit  as  Commissioners, 
if  the  chose  to  be  candidates  for  the  office  ? — About 
thirty.  T look  to  their  intelligence  as  much  as  any- 


Clerk)  re-examined. 

thing  else,  for  there  are  some  who  are  qualified  and 
who  would  not  be  fit  to  act. 

141.  Does  the  twelve  Commissioners  include  the 
Chairman? — Yes,  but  the  number  in  Mr.  O’Brien’s 
report,  namely,  eleven,  might  be  in  consequence  of  a 
vacancy.  There  are  about  seventy  occupiers  who 
would  be  entitled  to  act  as  Commissioners,  of  which 
number  about  thirty  or  forty  could  act  as  Commis- 
sioners. 


Thchihs 
Mar.  13,  1873, 
Mr.  Bergin. 


Mr.  Thomas  Eveston  examiued,  Thomas 


142.  You  are  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  town  ? 
— Yes. 

143.  How  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner'? — 
About  nine  months. 

144.  You  agree  with  the  other  Commissioners,  that 
no  alteration  is  Deeded  in  the  present  township  bound- 
aries of  Thnrles  ? — Yes. 


145.  You  also  ag  ree  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  get 
this  sanitary  power? — Yes,  I am  quite  satisfied  with 
that. 

146.  Have  yon  any  thi  ng  f urther  to  ad  d ? — No,  except 
that  I quite  agree  with  every  thing  that  has  been'said 
with  regard  to  the  town. 

The  inquiry  terminated. 


ARDEE.— 14th  MAY,  1579. 
Before  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e. 


Mr.  Peter  IIiokey  examined. 


1.  You  are  Chairman  of  the  Ardee  Town  Commis- 
sioners?— Yes,  sir. 

2.  For  how  long  have  you  held  that  post? — This  is 
the  second  year  of  the  second  term.  I was  chairman 
from  1855  to  1857  on  the  first  occasion,  and  from  1876 
to  the  present  year. 

3.  You  were  a Commissioner  for  a number  of  years  ? 
— For  thirty-six  years.  We  were  first  under  the  9fh 
of  George  IV. 

4.  At  present  the  town  is  under  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act  of  1854  ? — Yes. 

5.  When  was  i t placed  under  that  Act  ? — In  February, 

1855. 

6.  Previous  to  that  it  was  under  the  9th  of  George 
IV  ? — Yes. 

7.  How  many  Commissioners  are  there  ? — Nine  under 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act.  The  number  under  tho 
9th  George  IV.  was  fifteen. 

8.  The  Town  Clerk  has  returned  the  population  at 
2,972?— That  is  correct. 

9.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town? — 1,158  acres. 

10.  And  the  valuation  ? — £3,978. 

11.  The  Town  Clerk  has  given  it  at  £4,040? — I 
think  that  is  right. 

12.  The  town  is  not  divided  into  wards? — No. 

13.  It  is  altogether  in  the  electoral  division  of  Ardee  ? 
— Yes. 

14.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  electoral  division 
boundary?— I could  not  describe  it. 

15..  You  could  not  tell  me  bow  far  the  electoral 
division  extends  from  the  centre  of  the  town? — I could 
not.  I should  say  it  would  average  three  miles  from 
the  centre  of  the  town.  I was  chairman  of  the  Com- 
missioners in  1856,  when  they  considered  the  question 
of  extending  the  boundaries.  The  old  boundaries  were 
very  circumscribed,  and  they  then  memorialed  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  Lord  St.  Germans,  1 think,  for  an 
extension.  They  wished  a very  large  extension  in 

1856,  and  they  got  the  present  boundary  then.  That 
was  in  1856  or  1857 ; but  they  asked  for  a far  larger 
extension  than  the  present  boundary,  which  is  marked 
red  on  the  map,  and  which  was  fixed  by  Lord  St. 
Germans  in  1857.  They  asked  for  the  boundary 
marked  in  black  on  that  map  (produced). 

16.  That  was  a circle  of  about  a mile  and  a half? — 
Yes. 

17.  In  1857  the  Commissioners  applied  for  an  ex- 
tension of  the  boundary  by  a mile  and  a half,  and  they 
got  an  extension  up  to  the  present  boundary? — Yes; 
the  old  boundary  was  very  circumscribed. 

18.  On  what  ground,  do  you  remember,  did  they  ask 


for  the  extension  at  that  time  ?— Whatever  it  was  it  is 
here  (produces  book).  It  says  here  in  the  memorial: 

“That  the  boundaries  of  the  borough  being  so  very- 
limited,  as  contained  in  the  memorial  to  your  Excellency 
this  time  twelve  months,  memorialist*  were  obliged  to  lay 
on  the  highest  rate  of  Is.  in  the  pound  to  meet  the 
expenses  oi  providing  a water  supply.” 

19.  The  income  was  not  sufficient  and  they  asked 
for  an  extension  in  order  to  get  a larger  sum  ? — Yes. 

20.  They  applied  in  1857  for  an  extension,  on  the 
gronnd  that  they  had  not  money  enough  to  carry  out 
the  Commission? — Yes. 

21.  And  then  the  present  boundary  was  fixed? — 
Yes. 

22.  Do  the  Commissioners  now  wish  for  any  further 
extension? — Well,  I think  so. 

23.  Has  the  question  been  regularly  brought  before 
any  meetings  of  the  Commissioners? — I think  so. 

24.  Do  you  remember  any  meeting  at  which  it  was 
brought  forward  ? — I do  not  remember  a meeting  at 
which  it  was  brought  forward  and  regularly  discussed. 

25.  Who  authorized  the  Town  Clerk  to  fill  up  the 
replies  to  our  queries,  for  he  says  they  wish  the  area 
extended  in  order  to  get  their  present  ucome  increased  ? 
—We  were  just  talking  of  it  at  the  meeting,  and  he 
was  instructed  by  the  Commissioners  to  fill  up  the 
replies. 

26.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  Board  as  chairman, 
what  do  you  think  is  the  general  feeling  of  the  Com- 
missioners?— I think  the  general  feeling  is  for  extension. 

27.  In  saying  that  have  you  any  particular  extension 
in  view;  you  have  an  area  at  present — an  area  of 
1,500  acres?— Well,  no  ; I merely  fixed  this  boundary 
as  it  was  in  the  memorial  a good  many  years  ago. 

2S.  Would  you  propose  as  an  extension  the  one 
applied  for  in  1857  ? — I think  it  would  be  rather 
large. 

29.  Do  you  think  yourself  it  would  be  advisable  to 
adopt  it  as  the  boundary?— It  looks  very  large,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  much  better  to  fix  upon  some  distance 
from  the  court  house.  I confess  the  boundary  then 
proposed  looks  on  the  Large  side. 

30.  Then  you  have  no  definite  idea  of  what  the  ex- 
tension should  be  when  you  propose  extension,  except 
that  there  is  something  wanted? — Yes. 

31.  How  far  does  the  town  extend  from  the  centre  ? 
It  lg  more  than  half  a mile  to  the  north  6ide. 

32.  If  the  boundary  was  extended  half  a mile  all 
rcnud  would  it  take  in  much  property  that  is  not  agri- 
cultural land?— No.  I think  the  present  boundary  is 
half  a mile  or  more. 


Peter  Hickey. 
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33.  But  if  the  boundary  was  extended  half  a mile, 
a mile  beyond  the  present  boundary,  would  that  take 
in  much  land  that  is  agricultural  and  many  gentlemen’s 
residences? — No;  not  many. 

34.  Have  you  any  idea  how  many  voters  there  are 
in  Ardee  qualified  to  be  Town  Commissioners? — Seventy- 
our  I think, 

35.  Have  you  any  idea  how  many  are  qualified  to 
sit  if  they  were  elected  Commissioners? — -There  are 
seventy  qualified  to  sit. 

36.  Surely  all  the  voters  are  not  qualified  to  sit  ? — 
I was  surprised  to  see  it. 

37.  Then  there  are  seventy-four  entitled  to  vote? — 

38.  Of  those  how  many  are  qualified  to  sit  at  the 
Board  ? — Seventy  qualified.  The  number  rated  at  £1 2 
and  upwards  is  seventy;  the  number  rated  at  £4  and 
under  twelve  is  seventy-four. 

39.  That  is,  144  qualified  to  vote,  and  seventy  to  sit 
as  Commissioners? — Yes. 

40.  Can  you  tell  me,  suppose  there  was  an  extension 
of  half  a mile  all  round  the  present  boundary,  would  it 

add  many  to  the  voters  who  are  rated  over  £41 I 

don’t  think  it  would.  I don’t  think  it  would  change 
the  numbers  much. 

41.  It  would  not  add  many? — No. 

42.  Then  the  land  about  must  be  all  agricultural? 

Yes ; it  is  mostly  agricultural  land. 

43.  Is  it  principally  held  by  people  living  on  it  or 
by  towns  people?— The  land  at  that  distance  outside 
is  held  by  people  living  on  it. 

44.  Do  the  children  of  these  people  come  into  the 
schools  in  Ardee?— Yes,  I think  so. 

45.  And  they  use  Ardee  as  a market  town?— Ye« 

. 4.6-  There  are  fairs  held  here? -Yes;  thirteen  faim 
in  the  year;  one  fair  monthly,  and  one  at  Christmas. 

47.  Irom  bow  far,  do  you  think,  do  the  children 
come  into  Ardee  to  attend  school?— Some  of  them 
come  nearly  two  miles. 

48.  What  were  the  rates  for  the  last  five  years  in 

the  town?— They  did  not  exceed  one  ahillintr  • they 
were  always  one  shilling.  ° ’ 3 

49.  Do  yon  know  -.bat  were  tie  poor  rates  dining 

these  years  ?— For  the  present  year  it  is  Is  5d  in 
the  pound.  1 

50.  I,  that  for  1ST9 1— No ; that  is  for  1878 

before  SStCj'S,"  P0"  r!,‘8-‘l8 


" no  town  in  Ireland  looks  cleaner,  but  fc  yari. 
the  houses  are  m au  awful  state.  ■y  Us  « 

. pL  There  is  no  main  draiuage  whatever? No  • i 

it  is  impossible  to  carry  outany  sanitary  arranJn,'  , 
b,t  by  pressing  it  on  the  Local 
have  at  last  got  the  sanitary  board  to  take  it 
earnest.  Tl.e  reason  for  not  acting  sooner  in  the  nmtter 
was,  they  and  that  tho  ratepayers  were  so  badly  0g' 
they  would  not  go  on  with  tbo  work.  I was  sncl-i 
to  Mr.  Neville  on  last  Monday  week,  and  he  tell,  ™ 
the  work  of  making  the  main  drain  will  be  in  n! 
operation  before  the  1st  of  July.  Iul1 

65  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  wlethertli.. 
woo  d desire  to  become  tbo  urban  sanitary  .utWkX 
-They  bare ; and  they  do  not  wish  to  become  sa.Jy 
authority  tl.ey  would  rather  leave  it  in  th,  lmJs  i 
the  guardians.  The  guardians  made  them  an  offer  tn 
transfer  the  sanitary  work  to  them,  but  they  would  nni 
accept  it.  VL 

. 66-  The  guardians  offered  to  consent  to  the  Commis- 
sioners being  made  the  urban- sanitary  authority?-. 
They  did,  and  the  Commissioners  wouldn’t. 

67.  Have  the  guardians  of  late  years  spent  any 
money  in  sanitary  matters  in  the  town,  and  have  they 
struck  any  special  sanitary  rate  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary  poor  rate  ? — I really  don’t  know.  It  mast  be 
a small  rate  they  use  for  whitewashing  the  lanes  in 
summer,  Id.  or  2d. ; but  I am  not  certain. 

68.  What  were  the  receipts  of  tho  Commissioners 
for  the  year  1878?— Tho  rate  at  Is.  in  the  pound 
produced  £130  ; there  was  £76  for  rents. 

. 69;  From  what?— From  lands  that  the  old  Corpora- 
tion held  by  charter,  and  which  fell  to  the  new  Commis- 
sioners. The  moiety  of  the  dog  tax  about  £8,  and  the 

lines  for  drunkenness  £16. 

70.  Had  they  any  other  receipts? — -No,  sir. 

71.  How  is  it  that  the  rates  only  come  to  £130; 
slioulqn  t they  have  been  £200  or  more?— £130  is  the 
sum  stated.  Our  financial  year  ends  on  the  30th 
April. 

2.  Then  the  amounts  have  not  been  audited  for  the 


52.  What  was  the  county  cess  in  1878?— I think 
it  was  lid.  jn  the  pound. 

Jf  Tha‘  is  for  *>»  Mf  year  t — Yes ; that  ie  one 

aeftt-U8i"niL“  " r81,!-N°*  «■  »>«U 

company0”  " ArjM  Snppli81  wM'  . gaa 

56.  You  contract  with  the  gae  company ! — Yee 

IHS&sk 

pump,  l°wn  “Pi"  ”‘h  water  )_By 

S*  ^ S e',2 


present  year? — No,  not  yet. 

73.  Can  you  toll  me  the  opinion  of  the  ratepayers  of 
the  town  generally  wlio  are  not  Commissioners  as  to 
whether  there  ought  to  be  extension  of  the  boundaries 
or  not? — I think  they  are  in  favour  of  extension. 

‘ 4.  But  they  have  not  considered  any  particular 
extension  ? — No,  sir. 

75.  Have  you  over  licnrd'any  suppression  of  opinion 
from  the  people  living  immediately  outside  tho  present 
boundary  who  would  be  taken  in  by  any  extension 
either  for  or  against  extension  ? — I have  not. 

76.  Although  they  did  not  cpmo  to  any  particular 
resolution  when  they  had  the  matter  before  them,  yet, 
in  considering  the  question  of  extension  in  order  to  get 
increased  income,  have  the  Commissioners  considered 
wliat  particular  increase  of  income  they  wanted  ? — They 
have  not. 

77.  What  is  the  increased  income  wanted  for?— I 
was  just  going  to  remark  a few  minutes  ago  tliat  there 
were  sanitary  arrangements  wanted ; that  main  drain 
tor  instance.  We  don’t  know  yet  on  what  area  the 
sanitary  authority  will  put  the  cost  of  that. 

<8.  But  if  you  don’t  wish  to  become  the  sanitary 
authority  yourselves  tliat  matter  is  completely  out  of 
your  power? — I know  that,  but  if  we  had  extended 
area  it  would  be  well  to  have  it  to  meet  the  cost  of 
that  main  drain. 

1 9 • The  Local  Government  Board  must  decide  what 
district  is  to  pay  for  that  main  drain  ? — But  if  we  had 
an  increased  area  of  taxation  to  meet  that  it  would  be 
well. 

80.  Do  I understand  you,  that  if  you  had  an  increased 
area  you  would  then  wish  to  become  the  sanitary 
authority  ?— I don’t  know  that. 

81.  Your  present  income  is  about  £220  a year,  and 
you  have  not  in  your  mind  any  particular  increase  of 
income  that  is  necessary  for  your  purposes — it  is  only 
that  some  increase  is  necessary  ?— I think  some  increase 
is  necessary. _ Wo  have  not  half  the  requisite  number 
pf. lamps;  we  require  as  many  more  lamps. 
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82.  Is  there  anything  else  besides  lighting,  putting 
sanitary  matters  out  of  sight  altogether,  that  you  require 
more  money  for  ? — There  is.  We  had  it  in  contem- 
plation here  some  years  ago  to  get  a fire  engine.  The 
town  is  completely  at  the  mercy  of  fire  at  present,  and 
if  we  had  the  engine  we  would  require  a supply  of 
water  for  it,  and  1 have  my  eye  on  a place  where  we 
could  get  a supply  of  water ; about  a mile  or  less  than 
a mile  away  we  could  get  a very  good  supply  of  water. 
Dr.  Moore,  the  medical  officer,  agrees  with  me  as  to 
getting  a supply  of  water  for  that  purpose  from  that 
source”  and  supplying  the  town  with  it  too  if  it  re- 
quired it. 

83.  Would  there  be  any  objection  to  the  Town  Com- 
missioners coming  to  a distinct  resolution  as  to  whether 
they  do  wish  for  this  extension,  and  what  extension, 
because  this  information  you  are  giving  is  your  own 
opinion,  and  it  is  very  indefinite? — Yes,  it  is. 

84.  You  neither  give  us  an  idea  of  what  extension 


you  wish  for  in  area,  nor  what  increase  in  income  you 
want,  but  the  two  purposes  for  which  you  want  an 
increased  income  are  the  fire  engine  and  the  extension 
of  the  gas  lamps  ?— The  supply  of  water  for  the  fire 
engine  would  be  the  first  thing. 

85.  Have  you  had  any  fires  in  Ardee? — Not  lately, 
but  there- was  a string  of  fires  here  five  years  ago,  and 
not  for  twenty  years  before. 

86.  You  have  no  fire  engine  of  any  sort? — No. 

87.  Do  you  think  that  the  Commissioners  would 

care  to  give  definite  information  on  the  subject  ? I 

think  they  would. 

88.  Do  you  think,  from  your  own  knowledge  of  the 
electoral  division,  whether  it  would  be  too  large  to 
adopt  as  the  boundary  of  the  town? — It  would  be  too 
large. 

89.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  give  as  your 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  extension  or  alteration  of 
the  boundaries  in  any  way  ? — I think  not. 


Abdeb. 

May  14,  1879. 
Peter  Hickey. 


Mr.  Thomas  Dolan  examined. 


Thomas  Dolan. 


90.  You  are  a Town  Commissioner  also? — 1 am. 

91.  And  have  been  for  some  time  ? — Not  long. 

92.  What  is  your  opinion  as  regards  the  present 
boundaries  of  the  town  1 — I think  it  would  be  a very 
pleasant  thing  to  have  them  enlarged,  so  as  to  give  us 
a greater  area  for  taxation,  but  I don’t  see  on  what 
grounds  we  could  put  it,  for  all  that  would  be  taken  in 
would  be  altogether  agricultural,  and  would  not  add 
many  to  the  number  of  voters — I would  suppose  none 
at  all  or  two  or  three. 

93.  And  less  to  the  number  qualified  to  sit  as  Com- 
missioners ? — Yes. 

94.  Would  the  Commissioners  as  a body  desire  ex- 
tension if  it  involved  any  additional  obligation,  such 
as  lighting  further  out? — I think  they  would  scarcely 
like  to  undertake  the  responsibility  of  lighting  further 
out. 

95.  In  that  case  the  income  you  think  would  not 
balance  the  expenditure? — No;  because  I believe  we 
would  only  get  one-fourth  of  the  rate  on  the  land. 

96.  What  is  your  opinion  about  the  Commissioners 
becoming  the  sanitary  authority  instead  of  the 
guardians  ? — The  Commissioners  were  unanimous  in 
refusing  it,  because  there  is  a big  sum  to  be  put  on  us 
now.  The  Commissioners  would  like  to  have  the  sani- 
tary management  if  there  was  sufficient  income  to  bear 
the  expense,  but  there  is  at  present  pressed  by  the 
chief  sanitary  officer  the  construction  of  a main  drain, 
which  will  cost  £3,000  or  £4,000  ; and  that  will  put 
Is.  or  Is.  6 d.  on  tho  town  for  the  next  thirty  or  forty 
years. 

97.  You  think  if  that  was  left  to  the  guardians  it 
would  be  distributed  over  a larger  area? — Yes. 

98.  And  except  for  that  special  work  you  would  wish 
to  be  the  sanitary  authority  ? — Yes  ; and,  I believe,  that 
would  be  the  wish  of  the  Commissioners. 

99.  Have  the  guardians  struck  any  special  rate 
within  the  last  few  years  ? — There  is  one  penny  special 
rate. 

_ 100.  That  is  distributed  over  the  whole  electoral 
division? — Yes  ; Is.  id.  and  lcf.  are  the  rates  for  1878. 

101.  Eat  the  question  of  what  district  the  rate  for  the 
proposed  main  drain  is  to  be  struck  has  not  been 
decided? — No ; some  of  the  guardians  wanted  to  put 
it  ou  the  township,  and  1 don’t  know  whether  any  one 
has  argued  it  the  other  way,  for  the  guardians  are  all 
from  the  country. 


102.  Suppose  the  rate  was  put  on  the  town  would  the 
Commissioners  wish  to  be  the  authority  to  carry  it  out  ? 
— No,  but  I think  they  would  wish  to  be  the  sanitary 
authority  after  the  work’s  done,  because  it  may  cost 
more  than  at  first  estimated. 

103.  Apart  from  the  question  of  the  obligation  to 
light  all  the  extended  district,  you  have  not  considered 
any  particular  extension  ? — No ; in  fact  for  my  part, 
I was  not  for  extension,  but  the  Chairman  argued 
against  the  rest,  that  extension  would  bo  desirable,  and 
that  such  a thing  was  done  before. 

104.  The  extension  proposed  before  wonld  be  a couple 
of  miles  additional  ? — We  could  do  nothing  for  the 
people  out  there  except  we  put  lamps  on  the  roads. 

105.  How  is  the  town  off  for  water? — We  got  up  a 
very  good  system  of  pumps  in  the  town,  just  before  the 
change  came  in  the  law.  Our  income  is  pretty  tight,  and 
it  leaves  us  very  bare. 

106.  The  maintenance  of  the  roads  is  altogether  in  the 
hands  of  the  Grand  Jury? — Yes. 

107.  And  you  have  never  considered  the  question  of 
taking  up  the  roads? — No,  we  get  a grant  ocasionally 
from  the  Grand  Jury  for  the  streets. 

108.  Do  you  do  anything  in  the  way  of  flagging  to 
meet  the  Grand  Jury? — No ; we  don’t  subscribe,  hut 
we  get  some  paving  done  by  the  Grand  Jury — some- 
times. When  there  is  a large  job  to  be  done  wc  apply 
to  tbe  Grand  Jury,  and  get  a presentment. 

109.  Do  you  subscribe  to  that  work  as  a body  ? — No  ; 
but  the  water  channels  of  the  footways  along  the  streets 
are  kept  by  us. 

110.  Your  expenditure,  you  say,  runs  your  income 

pretty  tight? Yes,  we  have  not  much  more  than  half 

the  required  number  of  lamps,  through  our  inability  to 
pay  for  them. 

111.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  add  bearing 
on  the  subject  of  extension  ? - I am  afraid  we  have  no 
case  to  make,  although  it  would  be  very  pleasant  to  get 

something  larger  to  tax.  _ . . 

112.  Don’t  you  think  the  Commissioners  could  give 
us  something  more  definite  than  the  general  answer, 
that  tbe  wish  to  get  extension  in  order  to  get  s larger 
sum  of  money  ?— If  they  could  not,  I don  t think  they 
should  get  it. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 
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Newimudoz. 

NEWBRIDGE.— MARCH  17th,  1879. 
Before  Mr.  Cotton,  c.E. 

Mr.  Patrick 

Doyle.  Mr.  Patrick  Doyle,  examined. 


1.  You  are  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners? — 
Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner? — 
Some  ten  or  twelve  years. 

3.  The  town  of  Newbridge  is  under  the  Towns’ 
Improvement  Act? — Yes. 

4.  Do  you  remember  about  what  time  it  was  put 
under  the  Act  ? — It  was  before  ’66. 

5.  Was  the  Towns’  Improvement  Act  adopted'  in  its 
entirety  for  cleansing,  lighting,  and  watering? — Yes, 
all  at  the  one  time. 

6.  Was  there  any  power  for  striking  a rate  for 
water  ? — No. 

7.  Your  rate  is  limited  to  Is.  ? — Yes,  Is.  for  houses, 
and  3 d.  for  lands. 

8.  What  is  the  population  ? — 3,286. 

9.  And  the  area  ? — 65 0 acres. 

10.  You  take  that  front  the  rate  book  ? Yes.  I 

have  here  a book  from  which  it  appears  that  in  1865 
the  town  was  put  under  the  Towns’  Improvement  Act. 
In  May — May  29th — the  meeting  of  the  ratepayers  was 
held  to  elect  the  first  Town  Commissioners. 

11.  What  is  the  valuation  ? — £4,037  10s. 

12.  You  have  no  wards,  of  course  ? — No. 

13.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  town  situated? 
— In  Great  Connell  and  Morristown  Biller. 

. 14‘  Is  jt_ pretty  equally  divided—  or  is  there  more 
in  one  divisiou  than  in  the  other?— It  is  pretty 
eaual.  r J 


15.  Have  you  a map  ? — No,  we  never  had  a map 
™l'n8  tbe  township.  I think  the  division  is  pretty 

16.  The  Municipal  and  Poor  Law  boundaries,  are 
they  the  same,  do  you  know,  in  the  town  ?— Half  the 
town  is  in  one  division,  and  half  in  another 

17.  Do  you  know  what  are  the  rates  that  have  been 
struck  during  the  past  four  or  five  years? — Is  in  the 
pound  every  year. 

iS.  Since  ’75  then  you  exercised  the  full  rating 
power  ?-Yes;  we  had  a great  deal  to  do  in  the  way 
of  flagging  the  streets.  We  have  lodged,  these  two 
fla™in°"  S°’  W'th  t lS  treasnrer  of  tbc  county,  £300  for 
19.  £300  from  your  rates  to  the  County  Grand  Jury  ? 

4 a » "»«'■  "•">* 

£30°  “D<ii,i™“1  »F“  coo- 

21.  An, I they  do  the  wort  !_Te«,  tl,™  reserve  to 
themselves  that  the  Uonty  Surveyor  will  inspect  the 

invUylJ4?  'S  j™"  iy  tI“  “""‘y.  y°»  contribut- 
Kjjlr  “ supervision  of  the  County 

—I  ’T  !5?  poor  “tes  dnrinS  the  same  time  f 

1 cannot  say  at  this  moment. 

Si  d,°“  the  town  of  Hewhrid/re  extend 

from  the  centre  of  the  town— in  the  north  direction 
inwards  the  radway  l-Whi.g  Msr  a mile  ” 
^5.  It  goes  out  a mile?— Yes. 

Jy'dli  Zuth°  Tth  !-Scarcely  SO  much  as  that, 
£tt.f?mte.n,dnr  “““h  “d  » east 

28  ~Ab°Ut  tle  sanie  thi"g- 

29  Have  the8  TowrSm^^ne^  as  con 

bo'L.^es™“  arem°°S  “ f“™”  °f  ‘he 

They  do  not  wish  lo  have  them  extended!- 


32.  Was  any  formal  resolntion  to  that  effecl  adopted  I 

— WeH,  no  The  subject  was  entertained  at  the  next 

meeting  after  I got  the  queries.  1 

33.  How  many  Commissioners  were  present? Ni 

is  the  number  we  have  altogether.  e 

th’3k  H°W  nmny  atte,l,led  tliat  meeting  ?— Five,  I 

35.  And  do  you  know  the  feeling  of  those  who  did 
not  attend?— Plioy  are  all  of  the  same  opinion  • tbev 
won’t  make  any  change,  they  think  it  better  to  remain 
as  they  are. 

36.  Do  you  know  the  feeling  of  any  of  tbe  people 
who  live  immediately  outside  the  township  boundary  1 


37.  Do  they  wish  to  be  brought  in  ? — No. 

38.  Do  you  know  wbat  tbe  receipts  and  expenditure 
during  tbe  past  five  years  have  been  ?—  Yes. 

39.  Take  the  receipts  first,  tell  me  the  different  items 
from  which  they  come  ?— Would  the  abstracts  do  ? 

40.  Yes — have  you  printed  abstracts  ?— Yes. 

41.  How  much  have  you,  during  the  past  year 
received  from  rates?— £150.  We  received  also  about 
£60  from  Government  contribution  to  rates;  fines 
£64 ; dog  licenses,  £11 ; from  cars,  £30;  lettin^  of 
the  Town  Hall  for  theatricals,  &c.,  £5 ; receipts  from 
the  crane,  £18;  weighing  machine,  £S 0;  rent  of 
Sessions  house,  £10. 

42.  The  Sessions  house  is  the  property  of  the  Com- 
missioners, is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

43.  And  is  let  for  holding  Petty  Sessions? — Yes. 

44.  That  altogether  is  about  £380  ? — Yes. 

45.  Now  as  to  the  expenditure — what  did  it  amount 
to  last  year  ?— To  £540,  including  £250  contributed 
to  the  Grand  Jury. 

46.  Is  the  railway  station  within  the  limit  of  the 
township? — Yes,  but  we  have  no  power  to  go  further 
than  outside  their  gate. 

47.  You  have  control  over  the  ears  plying  to  the 
railway  station  ? — Yes. 

48.  Your  regulations  for  the  car  drivers  go  as  far  as 
the  township  boundaries,  of  course? — Yes. 

49.  Of  the  3,286  people  comprising  the  population, 
how  many  arc  in  tlio  barracks  ? — I could  not  say,  for 
it  varies. 


50.  This  is  tbe  population  of  all  together?— Yes, 
there  are  generally  from  1,200  to  1,500  in  tbe 
barracks. 

51.  This  return  of  the  population  is  that  given  on  1st 
April,  1871  ? — Yes. 

53.  And  tliat  included  the  military? — Yes. 

53.  How  many  persons  are  there  in  Newbridge 
qualified  to  vote  for  the  election  of  Town  Commissioners  ! 
— About  105  altogether. 

54.  How  many  of  them  are  qualified  to  be  Com- 
missioners, how  many  are  rated  at  £12  and  upwards? 
—About  one  half ; mostly  all  are  town  people. 

55.  Yes,  but  are  they  sufficiently  highly  rated  to 
become  Commissioners? — Yes, about  one  half. 

56.  I on  know  tlie  country  immediately  surrounding 
the  bou  i : daries  ?— Yes. 

57.  If  the  boundaries  were  extended  to  a radius  of  a 
mile  or  a mile  and  a half  in  every  direction  would  it 
add  more  to  the  number  of  voters  ? — No,  they  are  all 
farmers  around  nearly. 

58.  Where  do  they  live? — On  the  farms. 

59.  Would  it  add  anything  to  the  number  of  gentle- 
men eligible  to  be  elected  Commissioners  ? — Yes,  I dare 
say  all  the  farmers  outside  would  be  eligible. 

60.  Would  it  add  a dozen  ? — I dare  say  it  would  add 
about  ten. 


31.  Or  contracted  ? — No. 
tion  whatever. 


They  wish  for  no  altera- 


61.  Don’t  you  think  that  the  people  who  live  within 
a mile  from  the  centre  of  a town  like  Newbridge  derive 
very  considerable  ail  vantages  from  their  proximity  to 
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the  town  by  reason  of  the  markets  and  so  forth  1 — 
Yes. 

63.  Don’t  they  all  sell  their  produce  here? — Yes,  to 
a certain  extent,  but  we  are  very  unfortunately  or  badly 
situated  here,  we  have  two  very  well  established 
markets — Naas  and  Kilcullen. 

64.  But  take  the  people  living  within  say  a mile 
— don’t  these  people  sell  most  of  their  produce  in  New- 
bridge ? — They  do  certainly  sell  milk. 

65.  Have  they  not  got  schools  here  to  which  they 
send  their  children  1 —Yes,  there  is  the  National  school 
and  the  Convent. 

. 66.  The  people  come  in  for  more  than  a mile,  I should 
think  ? — Y es. 

67.  Don’t  the  people  within  that  district  derive  ad- 
vantages for  which  they  ought  to  pay  something 
.towards  keeping  the  town  in  order  ? —1  think  they 
ought,  but  on  account  of  these  two  markets  they  don’t 
derive  so  much  advantage  as  they  otherwise  would. 
These  two  markets  are  attended  principally. 

68.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  anything  unfair 
in  asking  these  people  who  live  within  a mile  from  the 
town  in  which  they  sell  their  produce,  and  to  which 
they  send  their  children  to  -school,  to  contribute  some- 
thing towards  the  lighting,  watering,  and  so  on  of  the 
town  and  not  levy  it  all  on  the  people  of  the  town  ? — 

I do,  I think  it  would  be  fair. 

69.  Then  if  it  is  fair  why  would  you  object  to  an 
extension  of  the  area? — Well,  I know  that  some  of  the 
people  outside  would  object  to  it. 

70.  But  I want  to  get  at  the  reason.  We  generally 
find  there  is  a tendency  or  wish  to  bring  the  people 
outside  within  the  boundary.  It  is  thought  generally 
to  be  unfair  to  keep  up  the  lighting,  watering,  and 
cleansing  of  the  town  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
outside  who  pay  no  rates  towards  it.  Is  there  any 
other  reason  against  it  except  that  some  people 
would  object? — I think  not.  The  principal  reason 
would  be  that  these  are  nearly  all  large  farms  outside. 
There  are  not  many  people  on  them. 

71.  Yes,  but  they  use  the  town.  They  come  into  it 
and  derive  the  benefits  of  it.  Now  would  there  be 
anything  in  your  opinion  unreasonable  in  their  paying 
a small  contribution  towards  those  advantages? 

72.  No,  certainly  not.  Nothing  unfair,  it  would  be 
very  fair. 

73.  And  the  land  being  only  liable  for  such  works 
as  tbat  to  one-fourth  rating,  it  would  be  a very  small 
thing  on  them  1 — Yes. 

74.  How  is  the  town  lighted? — By  gas. 

75.  Do  you  mean  that  it  is  supplied  by  a gas  com- 
pany ? — It  was  owned  by  a gas  company  but  was  sold 
to  a private  person  for  so  much  a lamp. 

76.  How  much  do  you  pay  in  the  yeaT  ?— About 
£30. 

77.  How  many  lamps  are  lighted  for  tbat  ? — Fourteen, 
or  say  fifteen  lamps. 

78.  About  £2  a piece?— Yes. 

79.  How  is  the  town  supplied  with  water? — That 
is  all  taken  from  us  as  Commissioners. 

80.  There  is  nothing  but  pumps? — No. 

81.  Is  the  drainage  well  managed  ? — Yes.  That 
accounts  for  the  rates  being  struck  so  many  years.  We 
went  to  great  expense  to  drain  the  town. 

82.  Was  that  previous  to  the  sanitary  work  being 
taken  up  from  you? — Yes. 

83.  Is  the  general  feeling  of  the  Commissioners  that 
they  would  wish  to  resume  their  sanitary  powers? — 
Yea. 

84.  Have  they  made  any  motion  towards  it? — No, 
but  they  asked  me  to  represent  it  to  you. 

85.  Well,  you  know  it  does  not  rest  with  us.  If 
you  ask  the  Local  Government  Board  by  memorial 
whom  the  sanitary  powers  restored  under  provisional 
order,  then  the  Local  Government  Board  would  inquire 
and  then  issue  a provisional  order  if  it  was  so  advisable 
to  become  the  urban  sanitary  authority.  They  have 
not  taken  any  steps, you  say? — No,  and  I would  ask 
yon,  sir,  suppose  they  got  back  the  sanitary  authority, 
would  it  not  be  on  the  same  terms  as  before  ? 

86.  Certainly? — That  is,  we  will  not  have  to  con- 
tribute more.  • 


87.  Yon  will  have  to  tax  yourselves  for  any  sanitary 
works  you  may  engage  in.  You  will  hare  'power  of 
striking  a rate,  you  will  have  the  power,  and  you  will 
be  the  executive  to  do  it.  Do  you  think  the  Guardians 

have  not  done  the  sanitary  work  satisfactorilv  ? 

No. 

88.  Have  they  refused  to  do  thines  you  brought 
under  their  attention  as  necessary  i— No,  I cannot  sav 
that,  but  the  process  has  been  so’slow  a3  to  be  almost 
useless.  They  only  meet  once  a week. 

89.  You  think  the  Town  Commissioners  living  on 
the  spot  would  be  better  able  to  attend  to  sanitary 
matters  than  the  Guardians?— Yes,  the  time  we  bid 
the  jurisdiction  we  used  to  go  around  with  the  sanitary 
inspector  in  the  hot  summer  months  with  the  police 
and  inspect  all  the  yards.  Since  then  however  it  has 
all  been  taken  out  of  our  hands,  and  the  town  is  in  a 
had  way. 

90.  If  you  became  the  urban  sanitary  authority  and 
resumed  the  sanitary  powers  it  would  be  open  to  you 
to  make  application  to  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
get  control  of  the  roads  and  bridges  from  the  Grand 
Jury,  would  that  be  likely  to  be  looked  for  by  the 
Commissioners  ? — No,  they  would  not  want  that. 

91.  Are  there  any  works  connected  with  the  town 
you  would  do  if  you  had  a larger  income? — In  the 
first  place  we  would  have  a better  supply  of  water. 

92.  But  as  Town  Commissioners? — Well,  there  is 
sewering  we  would  do  if  we  had  our  powers  back. 

93.  What  I mean  is,  with  your  present  powers,  if 
you  had  a larger  income,  is  there  any  necessary  work 
you  would  require  to  do? — No. 

94-.  No  work  then  is  left  undone  from  want  of 
funds  ? — No,  the  flagging  of  course  is  in  course  of  being 
done. 

95.  That  is  done  by  the  Grand  Jury,  you  contri- 
buting ? — Yes. 

90.  Can  you  tell  me  about  the  electoral  divisions, 
how  far  they  extend  from  Newbridge  ? — I could  not 
tell  exactly  1 I think  they  extend  three  miles. 

97.  At  any  rate  the  electoral  division  would  be  to 
large  furtlie  boundary  of  the  town? — Yes,  certainly. 

98.  What  sanitary  works  have  been  done  by  the 
Guardians — you  are  in  the  union  of  Naas? — Yes,  they 
have  not  done  anything  except  to  keep  the  pumps  in 


order. 

99.  Not  any  drainage  works? — No. 

100.  Have  they  struck  any  special  sanitary  rate? 

Yes  they  have,  1 d.  in  the  pound.  The  last  rate  paid 

was  Id.  in  the  pound. 

101.  Was  that  in  1878  ? — Yes. 

102.  Anything  since  they  got  their  .authority  in 
1874  ? - 1 think  there  was  a burial  rate  of  1».  2d.  in 
the  pound. 

103.  But  the  sanitary  rate  in  1878  was  Id.  in  the 

pound? — Yes.  . 

104.  What  was  it  for  ? — For  the  electoral  divisior, 

for  the  whole  union.  . 

105.  It  was  spread  over  the  whole  union  1 — res. 

106.  What  portion  was  it  struck  on— for  a special 
sanitary  rate  is  struck  on  a particular  district  not  neces- 
sary any  division  or  union  1—1  thiuk  it  was  the  union 
at  large.  I am  not  quite  sure. 

107.  What  fairs  have  you  in  the  town  I — Twelve 
fairs— one  every  month. 

108  At  the  time  of  the  discussion  as  to  whether 
there  should  be  an  extension  of  the  boundaries  sought 
for,  did  the  qnestion  of  the  applicability  of  the  Land 
Act  affect  the  question  at  all  ?— No,  sir. 

109  Then  independently  altogether  of  the  land  Act 
the  Commissioners  were  of  opinion  it  was  better  to  leave 
the  boundaries  as  they  were  ? Yes. 

110.  Is  there  anything  occurs  to  you  that  you  would 
like  to  say  ?— Well  the  Commissioners  told  me  to  bnng 
before  you  the  bad  way  the  sanitary  work  is  doue- 
that  is  that  the  machinery  is  too  cumbersome.  There 
is  a very  long  time  taken  up  in  going  throngh  the 
necessary  forms. 

1 1 1 Snpposing  you  got  back  the  sanitary  authority, 
would  it  be  an  advantage  or  not  in  your  opinion  to  have 


Xcwnan 
1/ur.  17,  i 

Mr.  Pilrii 
Dovle. 
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Newbridge. 
May.  17,  1879. 

Mr.  Patrick 
Doyle. 


a larger  area  tlian  at  present  on  which  to  strike  a into 
— to  strike  sanitary  rates  ? 

112.  I think  it  is  sufficient — they  all  think  so. 

113.  Would  the  Guardians  object  to  your  taking  the 
necessary  steps  to  obtain  the  provisional  order  consti- 
tuting you  the  sanitary  authority  in  their  stead  ? — No, 


I don’t  think  so,  they  have  quite  enough  to  do  with 
out  it.  cn' 

114.  The  town  drains  straight  into  the  river  i— Y 
and  so  does  the  barracks,  hut  they  filter  the  sewerasrc’ 

115.  Through  charcoal  I — No,  through  gravel  r 
think  it  costs  £300  or  £400. 


Mr.  Johu 


Mr.  John  Leahy  examined 


11 6.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  know  the  town  boundary  ? — 
I do. 

117.  Take  this  house  as  a centre.  How  far  does  it 
extend  generally  speaking  all  round? — I think  it  is 
about  half  a mile  all  round. 

US.  It  is  a little  more  in  one  direction  than  in 
another  ? — Yes. 

119.  However  you  have  no  map  o£  it  ? — There  should 
be  a map  here. 

120.  You  know  the  electoral  divisions  1 — Yes,  there 


are  three — Great  Connell,  Morristown  Biller,  and  New. 

bridge. 

121.  Great  Connell,  how  far  does  it  extend  from  the 
centre  of  the  town  ? — It  is  I think  a mile  and  a halt 
Newbridge  electoral  division  extends  about  two  miles. 

122.  Do  you  know  a place  called  Athgarvan  ?— Yes. 

123.  It  is  in  the  Newbridge  electoral  division  ?— Yes. 

124.  But  it  goes  about  a mile  beyond  it? — Yes. 
The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


B E CLICK. 
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MOUNTMELLICK.— MARCH  14th,  1879. 

Before  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e. 


Mr.  Robert 
Goodbody. 


Mr.  Robert  Goodbody  examined. 


1.  You  are  Town  Clerk  of  this  town  ? — Yes. 

2.  ‘How  long  have  you  h eld  that  office  ? — Since  shortly 
after  the  town  was  placed  under  the  Towns’  Improve- 
ment Act  in  October,  1858- 

3.  Was  it  under  any  Act  of  Parliament  previously  ? 
—No. 

4.  Was  the  Act  only  adopted  in  part?— Only  as  far 
as  cleansing  and  lightiug. 

5.  It  did  not  take  in  water  ? — It  did  not,  sir.  Here 
are  the  minutes  of  the  original  time  it  was  entered  into. 
(Produces  copy  of  extract  from  the  minutes.) 

6.  This  is  a description  of  the  boundary  as  it  was 
authorized  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant? — Yes. 

7.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town  ? — Within  the 
municipal  boundary  it  is  3,316. 

8.  What  is  the  area  of  the  municipality  ? — 554a.  Or. 
34p. 

9.  The  town  is  not  divided  into  wards? — No. 

10.  In  what  electoral  division  is  it  ? — In  the  Dangaus 
and  Mountmellick  electoral  divisions. 

1 1.  Are  the  mnnicqial  and  the  poor  law  boundaries 
conterminous  ? — No. 

12.  Can  you  give  me  the  rates  for  the  years  1874, 
187 5,  1876,  1S77,  and  1878? — In  1874  there  was  no 
rate ; in  1875  it  was  Sd.,  in  1S76  the  same,  in  1877  it 
was  Id.,  and  in  1878  it  was  6 d. 

13.  Do  you  know  the  poor  law  rate  in  the  same 
years? — Yes  ; but  they  vary  in  the  electoral.di visions. 

14.  In  the  electoral  divisions  of  Dangans  and  Mount- 
mellick? — Yes.  In  Dangans  in  1874  the  poor  rate  was 
2s.  9d.,  in  1875  it  was  3s.  for  poor  law  purposes,  and 
4d.  for  special  , improvement  or  sanitary  rate,  in  1876 
3s.  2d.,  in  1S77  3s.  Id.,  and  in  1878  3s.  Id.  In 
Mountmellick  the  poor  rate  in  1874  was  3s.,  in  1875 
2s.  8d.,  in  1876  Is.  Hi,  in  1877  3s.  3d.,  and  in  1878 
3s.  Id.  . 

15.  Do  you  know  the  county  cess  for  the  same  years  ? 
—Not  exactly ; but  it  is  about  9d.  each  half  year  on  the 
average. 

16.  Are  the  present  municipal  boundaries  regarded 
with  dissatisfaction  by  the  ratepayers  or  any  section  of 
them  ? — No,  I think  not. 

17.  Were  our  queries  put  before  a regular  meetino 
of  the  Commissioners  1— Yes,  and  before  the  ratepayers* 
we  called  a special  meeting. 

18.  Did  the  Commissioners  come  to  any  special  re- 
solution regarding  revision  of  the  boundary  ?— Yes. 

19.  How  many  Commissioners  have  you  altogether ? 

— Nine — Six  attended  tbatmeelino’?  ° 

20.  Have  yon  no  meeting  of  the^own  Commissioners 
to  consider  the  replies? — No;  they  directed  public 
notice  to  be  given,  and  then  this  meeting  was  held,  con- 


sisting partly  of  ratepayers  and  partly  of  Commissioners 
and  this  was  the  resolution  come  to  (Reads) — 

“ The  several  queries  having  been  carefully  gone  over  and 
considered,  it  is  proposed  by  J.  Milner,  Esq.,  j.p.,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Richard  Griffith,  and  unanimously  resolved,  ‘ That 
this  meeting  are  quite  satisfied  with  the  present  boundary 
of  the  town,  and  do  not  wish  that  it  be  changed  either  by 
curtailing  or  extending  it.’  ” 

21.  How  many  ratepayers  were  there  present?— 
There  were  a good  many  here,  and  I put  down  the 
names  of  the  principal  ones  present. 

22.  Roughly,  what  was  their  number? — I suppose 
there  were  fifteen,  about. 

23.  Ratepayers  of  the  municipality? — And  outside 
the  boundaries — most  of  them  outside ; some  of  them 
had  laud  inside  and  outside  the  boundary. 

24.  And  the  feeling  of  the  meeting  was  unanimous? 
— It  was,  no  one  dissented. 

25.  The  ratepayers  outside  don’t  want  to  be  brought 
in  ? — No ; and  the  Commissioners  were  not  anxious  to 
have  the  boundaries  extended. 

26.  Are  there  any  general  observations  hearing  on 
the  object  of  the  inquiry  which  you  wish  to  add?— 
No ; that  was  the  answer  we  sent  to  yonr  query  to  that 
effect. 

27.  What  were  the  receipts  and  expenditure  last 
year  ?— I can  tell  you  since  1874  if  you  like ; in  1874, 
the  receipts  were  £122 ; in  1875, £105;  in  1876,  £53; 
in  1877,  £147  ; and  in  1878,  £132. 

28.  How  is  the  income  in  1876  so  small,  when  you 
had  an  8d.  rate  ? — It  was  not  all  collected  in  that  year. 

29.  These  are  the  net  receipts  ? — Yes. 

30.  Generally  what  sources  do  the  Commissioners 

receive  from  besides  the  rates  ? — From  fines.  , 

31.  What  do  they  average? — On  an  average  the  rates 
come  to  £87  16s.  8 d.,  and  the  fines  £14  16s.  8 d.,  and 
the  dog  tax  £9  5s. 

32.  There  was  no  property  of  any  other  kind  ?— No. 

33.  How  many  qualified  , voters  have  you  in  the 
municipality? — We  had  178  on  last  year's  list. 

34.  And  how  many  are  qualified  to  sit  as  Commis- 
sioners ? — About  twenty-five. 

35  And  your  number  is  nine  ? — Yes. 

36.  -How  far  does  the  boundary  of  the  town  extend 
in  the  different  directions  from  the  centre  of  the  town? 
— It  runs  in  a zigzag  direction. 

37.  You  take  the  Market- square  as  a centre  ?— xes. 

.38.  How  far  does  it  extend  to  the  north? — I suppose 

about  half  a mile.  - » 

39.  How  far  to  the  south  ? — Exactly  the  same. 

40.  To  the  east  how  far? — A little  over  half  a mile* 

41.  And  to  the  west  how  far  ?—  -Three  quarters  of  a 
mile,  or  hardly  so  much — five-eighths  of  a mile. 

42.  Have  you  considered  the  question  at  all,  if  there 
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an  extension  to  a certain  distance,  say  a mile,  round 
U**,  central  point,  what  the  effect  would  he  in  bringing 
•n  voters  or  persons  qualified  to  be  Commissioners  ?— I 

did  not  go  into  that  question  at  all. 

43  S?ou  did  not  consider  the  question  of  any  extern 

*n  or  the  effect  i‘  wmM  '“>Te  ’-?0-  „ 

44  I thought  from  seeing  these  lines  on  the  map  you 
had  considered  that  question  1— No ; it  was  for  taxation 

purposes  I put  them  on.  ....  r 

1 45  How  much  of  the  electoral  division  of  JJangans 
is  in' the  town?— There  is  a very  small  part.  About 
half  of  one  townland  of  Dangans  is  in  it.  Dangans 


extends  a long  way.  . . 

46-  Of  the  area  of  554  acres  how  much  is  in  Dangans ! 
_I  do  not  know.  There  are  about  3,000  acres  in 
Danins,  and  there  is  of  Dangans  in  the  township  260  A. 
2r.  35p.,  aud  of  Mountmellick  town  parks  293a.  In.  39p. 

47.  They  are  very  nearly  equal? — Yes,  but  the 
rating  of  one  part  is  more  than  double  the  other — 
nearly  three  times. 

48.  Can  you  give  me  the  valuation  of  the  part  of 
Dangans  in  the  town  and  also  of  the  other  electoral 
division?— Yes;  Dangans  260  acres  valued  at  £1,014 
15i.,  aud  Mountmellick  293  acres  valued  at  £2,911  10s. 

49.  How  far  does  the  electoral  division  of  Mount- 
mellick  extend  away  from  the  town? — I think  the 
extreme  part  extends  a mile  and  a half. 

50.  Is  that  in  the  north  ?— It  is  north-west. 

51.  How  far  does  the  furthest  point  of  Dangans 
extend  from  the  centre  of  the  town?— Four  miles,  or 
three  and  three  quarters. 

52.  The  sanitary  authority  for  Mountmellick  are  the 
Board  of  Guardians  ? — Yes. 

53.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 
question  of  becoming  the  sanitary  authority  instead  of 
the  Guardians'? — 1 have  never  heard. 

54.  You  are  aware  they  have  power  under  a recent 

Act? — Yes.  . . 

55.  They  have  not  made  any  application? — No  ; the 
question  was  never  raised  at  all. 

56.  That  being  so,  they  have  never  considered  the 
question  of  taking  up  the*  roads  and  bridges  from  the 
Grand  Jury? — No. 


57.  Of  the  poor  rates  in  1878,  how  much  was  a Moust- 

special  sanitary  rate? — M.  meluck. 

58.  Out  of  3s.  Id.  ? — Yes ; 3 cl.  in  the  rate.  -afar,  n.  1879. 

59.  What  work  was  that  for  ? — For  drainage,  and  Mr.  Robert 

pumps  in  the  town  for  water  supply.  Goodbodv. 

60.  That  applies  to  each  division? — Yes. 

61  What  wa3  the  contributory  district  on  which 
that  was  struck  ? — The  townland  of  Ballyeollinbeg,  and 
tho  townland  of  Town  Parks  or  Mountmellick. 

62.  Does  that  nearly  comprise  the  entire  municip- 
ality ?— It  more  than  comprises  the  municipality. 

63.  What  was  the  sanitary  rate  for? — For  drainage 
and  pumps. 

64.  That  was  considered  a fair  district  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  on  which  to  assess  that  rate  ? — Yes ; 
they  declared  that  by  sealed  order. 

65.  Any  other  sanitary  rates -struck  have  been  struck 
oil  the  same  area? — Yes,  and  all  for  the  same  purposes. 

66.  How  much  was  it  in  1S77  ! — 9(7.,  and  in  1S76 
nothing,  and  in  1875,  4(7. 

67.  How  is  the  town  lighted? — With  gas ; there  are 
thirty-seven  public  lamps  which  are  lit  by  contract. 

68.  Is  the  contract  with  a private  gas  company?— 

Yes,  the  Mountmellick  gas  company. 

69.  How  much  do  the  Commissioners  pay? — £2  per 
lamp. 

70.  They  don’t  light  on  moonlight  nights? — No. 

71.  How  is  the  water  supplied  ? — We  have  plenty  of 
pumps,  and  good  water  in  the  town.  There  are  one  or 
two  exceptions,  but  the  town  is  very  well  watered. 

72.  There  is  no  project  for  any  water  works  ? — No, 
they  are  not  required  at  all,  rivers  surround  the  town. 

73.  What  is  the  state  of  the  drainage  of  the  town  ? 

— It  is  iu  a very  tolerable  state,  it  requires  a small 
drain  iu  one  direction,  and  it  requires  a little  extension, 
a small  drain  of  about  150  yards  would  do. 

74.  Are  there  any  works  required  which  the  Com- 
missioners have  not  been  able  to  do  for  want  of  funds, 
and  which  they  would  be  inclined  to  do  if  they  had 
further  receipts  ? — None  that  I am  aware  of.. 

75.  Have  you  anything  you  wish  to  give  us  the 
benefit  of  your  opinion  about  ? — I have  not. 


Mr.  JonN  M’Mahon  examined. 


Mr.  Jolin 
M'Mahoa 


76.  You  are  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners 

of  Mountmellick  ?— I am.  _ 

77.  Have  you' been  long  in  that  position? — Only  a 

few  months.  _ 

78.  Have  you  been  long  a Commissioner  ? v ery 
short  time. 

79.  You  were  at  this  combined  meeting  of  the  rate- 
payers aud  Commissioners? — I was. 

80.  And  the  feeling  of  the  meeting  was  unanimous, 

as  the  Town  Clerk  has  told  us,  against  any  alteration  at 
all  ? — Yes.  _ _ _ 

81.  Is  that  your  individual  opinion  ? — At  first,  I 

thought  it  would  be  a good  thing  to  have  the  bound- 
aries extended,  but,  then,  when  I heard  it  explained 
that  it  would  take  in  some  of  the  farmers,  and  make 
town  parks  of  their  farms,  so  that  they  would  lose  the 
advantage,  whatever  it  is,  of  the  land  Act,  I would 
not  put  it  forward  at  all,  and  I find  the  feeling  of  the 
commuoity  against  it.  • , 

82.  The  feeling  of  that  meeting  was  grounded  on  the 

supposition  that  the  land  brought  in  would  be  affected 
under  the  Land  Act  ? — Yes.  . 

83.  I don’t  think  there  is  any  use  in  asking  you 
what  would  be  the  opinion  of  that  meeting,  if  the  fac 
was  otherwise,  but  what  would  be  your  own  opinion  it 
the  land  would  not  be  affected? — I would  be  of  opinion 
we  would  then  have  them  extended. 

84.  And  on  what  grounds  would  you  extend  the 
boundaries  ? — To  enlarge  the  area  for  taxation,  or  any 
sanitary  purpose. 

85.  And  increase  your  resources  ? — Yes,  those  were 

my  ideas  at  first.  . 

86.  Have  you  considered  what  would  be  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  voters  by  that  extension  ?— No,  wo 


have  given  it  little  thought  at  all.  When  first  the 
report  came  down  I spoke  to  some  of  the  farmers,  and 
one  said  it  would  be  very  little  use  to  them  to  have 
the  land  taken  in,  and  others  said  the  same  thing,  and 
finding  them  all  opposed  to  it  I left  it  so.  _ _ 

S7  I asked  the  Town  Clerk  if  in  his  opinion  there 
were  works  that  remained  undone,  and  that  would  be 
done  if  you  had  increased  resources,  and  he  said,  no  — 

I am  not  aware  of  anything,  we  have  a good  deal  of 
drainage  done.  . ..  , . 

88.  Do  you  think  the  people  within  a mile  derive 
great  advantage  from  being  near  a market  town  ?— They 
do,  certainly.  I dare  say  their  land  is  something  higher, 
and  I think  the  landlord  takes  a view  of  that  m letting 

‘''sfTludependent  of  the  lands,  don’t  these  people 
derive  great  advantage  from  having  the  town  lighted, 
and  kept  clean  (-Certainly. 

90  Do  yon  tbink  tint  within  a certain  distance,  eav 
a mile  it  ionld  be  fair  to  ask  the  people  wbo,  from 
iat  distance,  use  the  town  so  much  to  contnbute some 
small  thing  towards  keeping  it  in  order  ?-  That  was  my 

lde91inibaskCyou  on  the  supposition  that  any  land 
hrou "ht  in  will  not  be  affected  by  the  change  ?-Lut 
llio«e  who  are  to  he  brought  in  think  they  will .be. 

92.  But  suppose  it  was  settled  there  shonld  be  no 
alteration  in  regard  to  land,  would  it  be  fair  they  should 
State  something  to  the  tow,  suppose  to  «.  no 
t j a oil  1 —But  there  is  a land  Act,  and  1 w ould 
ta very ’sit  to  give  a.  opinion,  that  it  would...  be 

aff93l“B..t  suppose  they  are  brought  in,  as  certainly  in 
a great  ma«  .«»'»•  *»  * ** 
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affected  whatever  under  the  Land  Act  by  being  so 
brought  in,  would  it  be  fair  they  should  pay  some  small 
thing  to  the  town? — I was  always  of  opinion  they 
should. 

94.  On  the  supposition  that  the  Land  Act  doesn’t 
affect  them  at  all? — Yes,  on  that  supposition,  and  if  the 
Land  Act  did  affect  them  I should  be  sorry  to  bring 
them  in. 

95.  It  is  the  feeling  of  the  Commissioners  that  it  is 
better  to  leave  the  sanitary  matters  iu  the  hands  of  the 
Guardians  ? — Decidedly. 

96.  That  they  do  what  you  want  in  a satisfactory 
way  and  at  a fair  rate? — Yes ; I think  so,  and  it  would 


not  be  better  managed,  I don’t  think  it  would  W 
got  anything  done  pretty  fairly,  and  with  regard  t! 
taking  charge  ol  the  roads  and  streets  out  of  the  Wi 
of  the  Grand  Jury,  I would  not  like  to  do  that  becaut 
we  should  keep  a stafl,  and  we  could  scarcely  expert  t 
get  such  a staff  as  the  Grand  Jury  have.  Their  ex 
cellent  County  Surveyor  and  assistants  give  very  mj 
value  for  their  pay.  1 ® 

97.  You  think  the  lighting  and  water  supply  3alj, 
factory? — I do. 

9S.  Is  there  anything  you  would  like  to  put  on  record 
regarding  the  boundaries?—  Nothing  beyond  what  1 
have  already  stated. 


Mr.  .Taim-s 
Millner. 


Mr.  James  Mii.lner  examined. 


99.  Yon  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  here? — 
Yes. 

100.  Ilow  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner? — 
Since  the  establishment  of  the  Town  Commissioners 
here  in  1R5S. 

101.  Perhaps  you  can  tell  us  what  guided  them 
originally  in  the  selection  of  the  area  now  acted  upon  ? 
— I am  not  prepared  to  say  that.  I think  there  was  a 
recommendation  came  down  from  the  Government. 

102.  Mr.  Goodbody  (Town  Clerk). — They  proposed 
to  have  a circular  area  of  a mile,  and  they  at  first  re- 
commended that  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  he  sent 
down  to  them  to  change  it,  and  this  is  the  area  as  fixed 


by  the  Lord  Lieutenaut  (Produces  document  describin  ' 
boundary  of  the  town.) 

103.  Are  there  any  portions  of  the  road  running  out- 
side  the  present  boundary  continuously  built  upon?— 
I thiuk  very  little.  No,  I think  all  the  houses  are 
taken  in  by  the  present  boundaries.  Here  is  the  Roman 
Catholic  Chapel  (indicating  place  on  the  map),  and  the 
boundary  is  within  100  yards  of  the  chapel,  and  all  the 
houses  leading  down  to  it  are  included.  All  the  con- 
tinuously built  upon  portions  are  included. 

104.  Mr.  If illner. — As  regards  the  supply  of  water 
for  the  new  fire  engine,  I would  suggest  that  means 
should  be  taken  to  have  a supply  provided. 


Mr.  Anthony  Pim  examined. 


105.  I also  think  there  is  uot  a sufficient  supply  of 
water  in  case  of  fire. 

106.  Is  there  auy  way  you  would  suggest  for  im- 
proving the  supply? — Yes,  by  metal  pumps  over  the 
bridges. 

107.  Is  that  to  he  done  by  the  Guardians  or  the 
Commissioners? — T think  the  Guardians. 


108.  Mr.  M‘ Malum  (Chairman,  Town  Commis- 
sioners).— I think  the  Guardians  ought  to  do  that. 

109.  Mr.  Goodbody  (Clerk). — I don’t  thiuk  it  could 
be  done  by  the  Commissioners,  as  they  are  not  tlie 
Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 


Mr.  Millner. 


Mr.  MrLT.NER  re-examined. 


110.  The  Commissioners  have  provided  a fire-engine  ? 
— Yes. 

111.  And  they  have  uot  provided  the  means  of  pro- 
curing water  for  it? — Not  sufficient  means.  We  sug- 

ested  about  getting  pumps  put  down  at  the  different 
ridges,  which  was  not  fully  sanctioned. 

112.  Do  yon  think  that  would  be  beyond  the  power 
of  the  Commissioners — I don’t  know. 

113.  Mr.  Goodbody. — It  was  suggested  that  these 


pumps  could  be  used  also  for  sanitary  purposes,  and  that 
then  the  Guardians  could  put  them  up. 

114.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  of  opinion,  Mr.  Millner, 
that  the  boundaries  should  be  left  as  they  are? 

Mr.  Millner. — Yes. 

115.  Is  that  opinion  based  on  the  fact  that  the  lands 
included  might  he  affected  by  the  Land  Act? — No  ; I 
can’t  say  it  is. 


Mr.  Humphrey 


Mr.  Humphrey  Smith  examined. 


116.  You  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Mountmellick? — I am. 

117.  How  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner  ? — A 
great  many  years — fully  twelve  or  fourteen  years. 

IIS.  Are  you  of  the  opinion,  which  seems  to  be  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  that  there 
should  be  no  alteration  in  the  boundary? — Yes;  we 
were  all  quite  unanimous  about  that. 

119.  It  is  based  on  the  fact  that  the  Laud  Act  would 
apply  to  any  extension  brought  in  ? — That  was  portion 
of  our  belief. 

120.  What  was  your  individual  opinion  ? — That  was 
one  partial  reason,  but  we  don’t  think  the  people  out- 
side get  any  benefit  from  our  lighting,  that  they  should 
pay  taxes  for. 

121.  Do  people  withiu  a mile,  who  come  iD  to  market 
late  and  early  in  winter,  derive  no  benefit  from  the  town 
being  lighted  ? — No,  they  are  out  of  town  before  the 
lamps  are  lighted. 


122.  In  winter  days  is  that  so? — Well,  in  a general 
way  they  are  ; the  markets  are  very  early. 

123.  Do  they  derive  no  interest  from  the  streets  being 
kept  clean  ? — A little. 

124.  Do  the  people  within  a mile,  or  a mile  and  a 
half,  derive  no  advantage  from  the  schools  in  the  town  ? 
— There  are  schools  outside  the  town  to  which  the 
children  are  sent, 

125.  Do  the  children  from  a mile  and  a half  come 
into  town,  as  a rule,  for  school  ? —Beyond  a mile  and 
a half,  or  at  a mile  and  a half  they  go  to  other 
schools. 

126.  There  are  schools  withiu  a mile  and  a ball  to 
which  they  go  ? — There  is  a school  on  one  side  which 
is  a mile  off,  and  on  the  other  there  is  a school  two 
miles  off. 

127.  1 suppose  lam  right  in  saying  that  a.grea 
many  children  from  a mile  do  come  in  to  schools  in  the 
town  ? — Yes,  and  beyond  that. 
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128.  Still  you  think  the  advantages  they  derive 
within  a mile  would  not  entitle  them  to  be  asked  to 
pay  anything? — I don’t  think  they  should  he  asked  to 
pay  anything. 

V 129.  Wholly  irrespective  of  the  Laud  Act? — Yes, 
although  I say  that  it  is  to  my  own  disadvantage,  they 
should  not  be  rated  in  the  town,  for  I am  nearly  the 
Jar-rest  rate-payer  in  it. 

130.  As  far  as  you  know,  that  is  the  general  feeling 


of  the  Commissioners  and  rate-payers  ? — Yes,  decidedly.  mocnt- 

131.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  advantage  in  meluck. 
the  working  of  the  town  body,  if  the  number  of  Mar.  u.  isrs. 
councillors  was  increased  ? — I don't  think  there  would  — 
be.  Everything  goes  on  very  amicably  and  peacefully  re’T 

here. 

133.  You  get  a good  working  quorum  out  of  the 
nine  Commissioners?  Yes. 


Mr.  Andrew  Malone  examined. 


Mr.  Andrew 
Malone. 


133.  Where  do  you  live  ?— Iu  Graigue. 

134.  How  far  is  that  from  the  town  ? — About  a mile. 

135.  From  where  we  are  now  1 — About  a mileand 
a half  from  where  we  are  now. 

136.  What  is  your  own  opinion? — My  own  opinion 
is  that  we  have  taxes  enough  to  pay  without  paying 
any  more. 

137.  Do  you  and  the  ratepayers  about  you  use  the 
town  as  a market  ? — We  do. 

138.  Do  the  children  from  about  you  come  into 
school  here  ? —They  do. 

139.  Don’t  you  frequent  the  town  in  winter  during 


the  dark  of  the  morning  and  evening  1 — Ye3,  but 
generally,  the  people  who  live  within  a mile  of  the  town 
are  home  a great  deal  earlier  than  the  people  who  live 
seven  miles  away. 

140.  But  do  you  not  derive  some  advantage  from 
the  fact  that  the  Commissioners  have  to  light  the  town  ? 
— I think  we  have  not  derived  any  benefit  at  all  by 
the  light. 

141.  Would  it  suit  your  purpose  quite  as  well  to 
have  it  dark  ? — Better  ; for  if  we  are  in  the  light  here, 
and  get  outside,  the  night  appears  darker. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


RATHKEALE.— MARCH  12th,  1S79. 
Before  C.  P.  Cotton.  Esq.,  c.e. 

Mr.  Stephen  Casey  examined. 


Rathkiale. 
Mir.  13 , 1879. 


1.  You  are  the  Town  Clerk  of  Rathkeale  ? — I have 
been  Town  Clerk  for  the  past  ten  years.  I succeeded 
my  father. 

■2.  Was  this  subject  of  the  extcusion  ot  the 
boundaries  considered  at  a special  meeting  of  the 
Commissioners  ?— Yes,  at  a special  meeting  of  the 
Commissioners.  . . 

3.  How  many  of  the  Commissioners  attended  at  that 

meeting? — Five.  p , 

4.  How  many  Commissioners  are  there  m Latn- 
keale? — Fifteen. 

5.  And  they  desired  you  to  fill  up  the  replies  that 
are  given  here  ? — Yes. 

6.  Were  they  unanimous  on  that?— Yes,  unanimous. 

7.  Five  were  present,  and,  at  all  events,  the  other 
ten  got  notice  of  the  meeting? — Yes,  all  got  notice. 


23.  And  half  a mile  to  the  south  ? — Yes,  taking  an 
average. 

24.  And  uearly  a mile  east  and  west  ? — 1 should  say 
so  ; our  town  is  one  straggling  street. 

25.  What  were  the  rates  that  were  struck  during 
the  last  five  years? — In  1874  the  municipal  rate  Was 
Is.  ; in  1875,  li.j  in  1876,  S d.  ] iu  1S77,  Is. ; and  in 
1878,  Sd. 

26.  And  the  poor  rate  for  the  same  periods  1 — In 
1874  the  poor  rate  was  4s.  Sd.  j in  1S75,  4s.  Id  ; iu 
1876,  3s.  id. : in  1S77,  2s.  lOd  ; and  in  1878,  4s.  GJ. 

27.  And  the  county  cess  in  the  same  periods  was 
how  much  ?— In  1874  the  county  cess  was  Is.  81-i. ; 
in  1S75,  Is.  llfd ; in  1876,  Is.  7hd. ; in  1377, 
Is.  Dd. ; and  in  1S78,  Is.  U|d 

28.  You  say  in  reply  to  our  queries,  that  the  present 
municipal  boundaries  are  regarded  with  dissatisfaction 


Toil  put  down 

F ^ 29.  Has  any  definite  boundary  leer,  proposed^  by 


;ou  make  that  out? — 2,751  in 
die  remainder  outside.  „ 

9.  Wiiat  do  you  mean  by  outside  ? — There  are  2,iol 

m the  towu  proper.  _ . T 

10.  But  isn’t  it  all  in  the  municipal  district? — No, 

is  not  , 

11.  What  is  the  number,  in  the  census  return  . 

275L  „ , 

12.  The  area  you  put  down  as  1,43S  acres  3 roods 
39  perches,  what  is  your  anthoriiy  for  that  ? The 
valuation  book. 

13.  In  the  return  given  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  it  is  only 

onn  .,  ° J.  tU  (own  1 No. 


the  Commissioners  who  approve  of  extension?-  . 
there  is-  At  a meeting  held  on  the  22nd  November, 
it  was  resolved  to  get  certain  townlands  brought  in, 
and  on  the  3rd  March,  1879,  the  draught  of  townlands 
with  the  list  attached,  and  their  valuation  was  unam- 
moustya^dopted.  ^ of  thc  townlands  proposed 

to  be  added  ?-Ardaneeii,  Ardbohill,  Oourtmatrm, 
Ardnaveigh,  Cloughanarold  Kikool  Ardgoulbeg, 
Stoneville,  Ballingraue,  Iiohilebeg,  Doliileiuoie,  t lough 
East,  Clough  West,  Croagh  Commons,  Arnigaubeg, 


1,390  acres— there  are  no  wards  in  the  town  ? No.  a ™lJ^moie  and  the  portion  of  Itathkeale  at  present 
14.  In  what  electoral  division  is  it?  Rathkeale,  t)lA  h^mdarv.  containing  2,374  acres  1 rood  33 


and  a small  portion  of  Ballyallinan. 

15.  To  the  west  of  the  town  there  are  3 0 acres 
rood  1 perch  in  another  electoral  diviston  i — Yes.  _ 

16.  When  was  the  town  put  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act? — In  1856. 


outside  the  boundary,  containing ; . 

1 perches,  with  a valuation  of  i.l,6ob  10s. 

31  To  what  extent  would  thut  proposed  extension 
go  from  tim  centre  of  tie  tot™  Sumotlung  over  wo 


ipiuveiueub  nui  .-Ait  I see  that  the  area  the  proposed  extension  would 

17.  Was  there  any  municipal  body  before  that  o,  . , i 6 385  acres  1 rood  22  perches,  and  the 

18.  Have  pit  > , totdUfa.  “SSoni?C69t-Te,. 


boundary? — Nothing  only  this  map  (produced).  This 
is  a map  showing  the  present  boundary  in  red.  _ 

19.  What  is  the  yellow  line?— That  was  the  original 

boundary  in  1856.  , .... 

20.  When  was  the  alteration  made?— About  leu 

years  later  on.  , . 

21.  How  far  does  the  town  extend  in  the  different 
directions  from  a central  point? — About  half  a mue. 

22.  Half  a mile  to  the  north  ? — Yes. 


That  altogether  would  make  about  8,000  acres 
in  the  township? — About  8,000  acres. 

34.  The  valuation  of  the  proposed  addition  would  be 

£435^9WouldSthat  extension  go  into  any  other  electoral 
division  it  the  two  you  have  named  1— It  would,  three 

"“T'-OTmt  are  tteir  names  l-Kantinan,  C™gh,  and 
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Dromard,  and  the  original  one  of  Ballyallinim,  and  all 
of  Ratlikeale,  only  portion  of  which  is  in  the  township 
at  present. 

37.  Were  you  clerk  to  the  Commissioners  when  this 
extension,  marked  in  red  on  the  map,  was  made  ? — No, 
my  father  was. 

38.  Do  you  happen  to  know  the  grounds  on  which 
it  was  applied  for  1 — No.  It  was  applied  for  nothing 
more  than  on  the  formal  belief  that  it  was  considered 
the  area  was  loo  small  and  not  sufficient  for  the 
working  of  the  Commission,  that  there  was  not  sufficient 
area  for  taxation. 

39.  "What  is  the  size  of  the  Ratlikeale  Electoral 
Division  ? — 3,863  acres  1 rood  32  perches. 

40.  Would  it  be  entirely  taken  in  by  the  proposed 
extension  ? — Yes. 

41.  The  whole  of  it1? — Yes,  all. 

42.  And  portion  of  three  others! — Yes. 

43.  Of  the  poor  rates  you  have  mentioned  as  having 
been  struck  in  the  last  five  years,  4s.  Gd.  is  for  the 
year  1878.  Does  that  include  any  portion  of  the 
sanitary  rate! — Yes,  it  includes  all. 

44.  How  much  is  sanitary  rate! — I am  not  aware. 

45.  What  are  the  receipts  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners of  Ratlikeale! — They  have  nothing  more  than 
the  rates. 

46.  But  besides  the  rates  what  have  they !— Merely 
a moiety  of  the  fines  of  the  Town  Court  and  dog  licences; 
but  they  only  amount  to  a few  pounds,  £7  or  .£8  in 
the  year. 

47.  And  the  fines  from  the  Town  Court  would  bo 
only  £o  or  £6  more! — Yes. 

48.  And  the  expenditure  in  the  town  is  about  the 
same  as  the  receipts! — Yes. 

49.  Was  the  Towns’  Improvement  Act  adopted 
altogether,  or  only  in  part ! — Only  in  part. 

50.  It  was  not  adopted  for  water  purposes! — It  was 
not  for  water.  It  was  adopted  for  sanitary  purposes 
first,  but  in  1874  the  sanitary  powers  were  withdrawn. 

51.  And  you  can’t  rate  beyond  a shilling! — No. 

52.  And  you  have  not  rated  up  to  that  in  1878  ? — 
No,  not  in  1878,  but  in  all  the  others  we  have. 

53.  How  is  the  cleansing  of  the  streets  looked  after  1 
— The  road  contractor  lias  to  do  it. 

54.  The  road  contractor  under  the  Grand  Jury ! — 

Yes.-  J 


55.  Are  all  the  streets  of1  the  town  under  one  con- 
tract!— Yes,  hut  the  branch  streets 'are  not.  The 
Main-street  is  under  one  contract,  but  there  aTe  several 
other  contracts  for  the  streets  that  branch  off  the 
Main-street. 

56.  The  Guardians  are  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the 
town !— Yes,  they  are  at  present. 

57.  Hare  any  works  been  executed  by  them  of  late 
years! — Yes;  they  have  sunk  a main  sewer  through 
the  town,  and  other  minor  sewers  through  the  streets. 

59.  Then  portion  of  that  4s.  6d.  for  1878  was  a 
.sanitary  rate  for  works  of  that  kind  for  the  town?— 

60.  On  what  district  was  that  sanitary  rate  struck ! 
— On  the  entire  division  of  Ratlikeale. 

61.  Was  any  portion  of  it  levied  off  the  other 
electoral  divisions !-No,  sir;  it  was  separate  in  this 
division. 


62. ^ How  is  the  town  lighted !— By  gas.  There  is  , 
Gas  Company  here,  and  the  Commissioners  contrac 
with  the  company  for  the  lightiug  of  the  town. 

63.  Ia  it  well  ligbtedl — It  is  pretty  well  lighted 
ic  is  very  well  lighted  at  present. 

6i.  Are!  the  Commissioners  desire  to  make  a fertile 
extension  of  tile  town  S— If  they  lad  tie  means  at  tlei 
disposal  they  would  extend  tie  lighting  of  tie  tow 
iurtuer  than  at  present. 

65.  But  I see  they  have  not  exercised  their  ful 
powers  m that  respect! — They  were  not  able  to  ligh 
the  town  as  they  wished,  and  that  being  the  case  the: 
only  left  the  old  lamps  standing. 

66  They  did  mot  consider  It  worth  while  to  raisi 
the  other  id,  for  lighting  purposes!— No ; as  they  hat 
not  a larger  area. 

67.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  whethc-i 
it  would  not  he  better  for  them  to  become  the  sanitan 


authority  instead  of  the  Board  of  Guardians!— V 
but  in  the  way  the  law  stands  at  present  they  won]  I 
not  wish  it— uutil  the  landlord  has  to  pay  half  1 

68.  They  would  not  wish  to  become  the  sanitan- 
authority  now !— No  ; not  until  there  is  further  \eJ 
lation  to  make  the  laudlord  pay  half  the  rate.  ° 

69.  Then  they  have  not  made  any  application  f,ir 
any  change!— No;  by-and-by  I think  the  feelim-of 
the  Commissioners  is  for  a change  if  there  is°an 
extension  of  the  boundary. 


70.  What  is  contemplated  to  be  the  effect  of  this 
proposed  extension  as  regards  the  income  and  expendi- 
ture and  working  of  the  town  ?— The  further  extension 
of  the  lighting  of  the  town,  and  other  improvements 
that  may  arise  by-and-by.  They  would  also  raise  a 
sum  of  money  for  the  improvement  of  the  market  if 
they  had  an  extension. 

71.  It  is  not  intendod  even  with  this  proposed 
extension  to  take  up  the  sanitary  work  ? — No,  not  at 
present  in  consequence  of  the  landlord  now  paying  half 
the  rates,  whereas  if  the  Commissioners  were  constitu- 
ted the  sanitary  authority  the  occupier  would  have  to 
pay  the  entire  rate.  Until  there  is  some  eliango  in 
that  I don’t  think  the  Commissioners  would  care  to 
become  the  sanitary  authority. 

72.  Of  course,  then,  if  they  have  not  considered  tlmt 
they  have  not  considered  the  question  whether  it  would 
be  better  for  them  to  take  up  the  charge  of  the  roads 
from  the  Grand  Jury! — The  funds  at  their  disposal 
would  not  be  adequate  to  tlie  maintenance  of  the  roads 
■ — the  valuation  of  the  place  is  too  small  to  think  o( 
that. 

73.  Of  that  1,448  acres  how  much  is  arable  land 
that  would  be  liable  to  only  one-fourtli  rating?— The 
most  of  it  is,  unless  what  are  houses. 

74.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  arable  land  included 
in  tlie  town — is  it  towu  parks! — No,  it  is  ordinary 
culture  laud. 

75.  What  is  it  proposed  to  do  in  the  way  of 
extending  the  lighting — if  this  proposed  extension  is 
taken  in  liow  far  do  they  intend  to  extend  the  lighting 
of  the  town  1 — As  far  as  the  town  is  extended — as  far 
ns  the  buildings  go  and  a little  further  on,  the 
approaches  to  the  town  and  all  round,  which  are  not 
lighted  at  present;  up  to  the  railway  and  beyond 
that. 

76.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  the  feeling  of 
the  people  outside  who  would  bo  brought  into  the  town 
liy  this  proposed  extension  ? — No. 

77.  We  shall  be  glad  to  bear  any  opinion  you  like 
to  give  yourself,  as  to  whether  the  one-fourth  would  be 
a fair  charge  upon  the  people  who  would  be  taken  in 
for  the  advantages  they  get  from  the  town  ?— I think 
it  would,  for  they  profit  very  much  from  the  town,  and 
they  have  a right  to  be  taxed.  These  improvements 
are  very  heavy  on  the  town,  and  these  people  outside 
share  in  them. 

78.  They  have  the  advantage  of  this  being  a market 
town  ? — Yes,  and  it  enhances  the  value  of  land  around 
very  much,  and  when  coming  in  to  make  their  markets 
very  late  they  have  the  advantages  of  the  light.  To 
such  an  extent  is  land  round  the  town  affected  that  it 
is  valued  at  twice  as  much  as  laud  further  away. 

79.  Does  that  apply  to  the  whole  of  this  extension  1 
— Yes,  no  doubt  of  it. " 

80.  Are  there  schools  in  the  town  to  which  children 
are  sent  in  from  that. district? — There  are  very  good 
schools  in  the  town. 

81.  I suppose  this  extension  is  based  on  the  suppo- 
sition of  the  area  brought  in  being  liable  to  the 
one-fourth! — And  as  such  it  will  only  mean  £24 
difference. 

82.  You  think  one-fourth  is  not  too  much  for  the 
benefits  they  get? — No. 

S3.  Would  there  be  any  townlands  cut  iu  your 
proposed  extension  ? — No  ; I took  in  all  the  tawnlamls 
— there  is  no  portion  of  townlands  taken  in.  The 
Commissioners  would  go  further  on  one  side  but  the 
river  forms  the  boundary  there,  but  it  would  be  a 
consideration  by-and-by  whether  they  should  not  take 
in  more  on  that  side. 

84.  In  addition  to  the  extension  you  have  already 
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described  ? — Yes,  to  take  part  off  one  side,  and  add  it 
to  the  town  on  the  opposite  side. 

So.  How  many  people  inside  the  present  boundary 
are  qualified  to  vote  in  the  election  of  Commissioners  ? 
-About  100. 

86.  And  how  many  are  eligible  to  be  Commissioners  ? 
—Thirty-three. 

87.  How  many  people  would  bo  taken  in  by  the 
proposed  extension  who  would  be  eligible  to  vote  ? — 
There  would  be  a considerable  number. 


88.  Could  you  give  a rough  idea  of  the  number  1 — 
About  as  many  more  ; about  100. 

89.  And  how  many  would  be  brought  in  who  would 
be  eligible  to  be  Commissioners! — Four  or  five  more. 

90.  Would  it  take  in  any  gentlemens’  seats  ? — Yes. 

91.  How  many?— Four.  In  1861  the  other  extension 
was  obtained.  If  the  Commissioners  are  constituted 
the  sanitary  authority  the  whole  of  the  tax  would  fall 
on  the  occupiers,  and  the  Commissioners  considering 
that  do  not  wish  to  become  the  sanitary  authority. 


RjVTHKIALI. 
Mar.  11.  1ST* 
Mr.  Stephen 

Ca=ey, 


Mir.  Daniel  Fitzgibbon  examined. 


92.  You  are  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners 
of  Rathkeale  ?— Yes,  sir. 

93.  How  long  have  you  been  Chairman  of  the 
Commissioners'?— This  is'iny  third  year. 

94.  How  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner? — 
It  is  a long  time ; ever  since  the  formation  of  the 
body. 

95.  There  was  a special  meeting  of  the  Commissioners 
held  to  consider  the  replies  to  our  queries  ? — Yes,  and 
it  was  only  attended  by  five  out  of  fifteen — five  or 
six. 

96.  The  Commissioners  who  met  that  day  were 
unanimous  in  recommending  this  extension  that  Mr. 
Oasey  has  given  us? — Yes. 

97.  How  can  you  explain  the  apathy  of  the  other 
ten  not  attending  ? — I can’t  account  for  it ; they  got 
notice  of  the  meeting. 

98.  Have  you  got  any  idea  of  the  feeling  of  the 
other  ten  ? — On  the  former  occasions  they  appeared  to 
be  in  favour  of  extension. 

99.  Then  you  think  the  extension  is  in  favour  with 
the  absentees  as  well  as  with  those  who  were  present  ? 
-Yes. 

100.  Were  you  a Commissioner  at  the  time  the 
former  extension  was  got  ? — I was. 

101.  Do  you  remember  the  grounds  on  which  it  was 
asked  for? — They  did  not  consider  the  area  sufficient 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  carrying  on  the  Commission. 

102.  I don’t  know  whether  yon  are  aware  that 
Rathkeale  has  an  area  one  of  the  largest  in  proportion 
to  the  population  of  any  town  in  Ireland  ; it  has  one 
acre  to  every  two  individuals? — But  the  value  of  the 
property  in  this  locality  may  not  be  the  same  as  in 
other  places. 

103.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing,  or  have  you 
heard  the  opinions  of  the  ratepayers  now  outside,  who 
would  be  taken  in  by  this  proposed  extension? — I did 
not  hear  them  saying  anything  about  it. 

104.  Do  you  consider  that  those  people  who  live 
within  say  a mile  and  a half  of  the  town  outside  the 
present  boundary,  have  such  advantages  from  the  town 
and  its  markets  and  schools  and  everything,  that  they 
ought  fairly  to  eon  tribute  something  to  the  keeping  of 
the  town  in  proper  order? — I think  it  is  a great 
advantage  to  these  parties  to  live  so  convenient  to  the 
town  for  markets  and  fairs,  and  to  have  them  kept 
properly  attended  to. 

105.  They  have  the  advantage  from  the  streets  being 
lighted  when  they  come  into  town  late  in  the  winter  ? 
— No  doubt,  it  is  a great  advantage. 

106.  Mr.  C'asey  is  correct,  I suppose,  iu  saying. -.that 
the  wisli  of  the  Commissioners  is  not  to  take  up  the 
sanitary  business  of  tho  town,  but  to  leave  it  to  the 
Guardians  1 — Yes  ; that  question  was  considered,  but 
they  decided  not  to  take  it  up. 

107.  On  what  grounds? — That  it  would  be  too 
expensive ; that  the  rates  would  bo  too  heavy,  in  fact 
the  rate  they  are  limited  to  would  be  not  at  all  sufficient 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  keeping  the  roads  in  repair. 
The  same  thing  applies  to  rates  for  sanitary  work. 

108.  But  the  Commissioners  can  raise  the  same 
money  as  the  Guardians  can  ? — They  did  not  consider 
it  that  way,  for  wo  thought  wo  were  bound  to  the 
shilling  rate,  and  then  one  and  sixpence  would  not 
carry  out  what  is  required. 


109.  Is  much  sanitary  work  required  ? — There  is  a 
good  deal  done,  but  a good  deal  more  is  required. 

110.  Under  what  heads  ? — Under  the  head  of 


sewerage. 

111.  Is  the  flagging  of  the  town  well  done? — There 
is  part  wants  to  be  flagged,  and  a great  deal  lias  been 
done. 

112.  But  the  sewerage  is  the  principal  thing  that  is 
wanted  1 — Yes ; there  is  some  portion  of  that  undone 
yet. 

113.  Suppose  there  was  aD  alteration  iu  the  law  by 
which  half  the  rate  was  to  be  paid  by  the  landlord  and 
half  by  the  tenant,  would  that  make  any  change  in  the 
views  of  the  Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

114.  Would  they  then  wish  to  take  up  the  sanitary 
works  ? — Yes 

115.  Would  they  then  wish  to  have  authority  over 
the  roads  ? — That  is  a matter  I can’t  say. 

116.  Do  you  consider  that  Rathkeale  gets  a full  share 
from  the  county,  considering  what  it  contributes  in  the 
way  of  county  cess? — Yes ; the  roads  are  pretty  fairly 
lcept  for  a long  time  past,  they  are  kept  the  same  as 
the  roads  in  any  other  part  of  the  county. 

117.  There  would  be  no  improvement  of  the  town 
then,  if  the  Commissioners  took  charge  of  their  own 
roads  ? — I don’t  know.  I can’t  say  that  the  countv 
have  not  discharged  their  duty  fairly.  The  revenue  of 
the  Commissioners  would  not  be  equal  to  the  outlay  at 


118.  Suppose  you  got  charge  of  the  roads,  and  you 
got  the  same  money  as  the  county  now  gets  for  the 
maintenance  of  them?— It  would  not  be  adequate  ; it 
takes  5s.  in  the  pound  to  keep  the  roads  here,  for  the 
valuation  of  the  town  is  very  small.  There  are  mi 
large  buildings  like  other  towns.  The  maintenance  of 
a short  portion  of  the  road  here  takes  £50  or  .£60  a 
year,  and  the  branch  roads  take  £200  a year,  and  we 
never  could  grapple  with  that  eveu  with  the  extension. 

lit).  I see  at  the  time  the  former  iuquiry  was  held 
evidence  was  given  that  the  streets  were  iu  a very  bad 
state  for  a long  time,  and  the  Commissioners  had  no 
means  of  cleaning  them  1— The  contractor  is  called  upon 
now,  and  lie  is  obliged  to  clean  them.  The  former 
state  of  things  has  been  remedied  to  a great  ex- 
tent.  , , 

120.  Is  there  anything  else  that  occurs  to  you  that 

you  would  like  to  mention  bearing  on  the  subject  of 
this  inquiry?— I think  the  clerk  has  answered  all  the 
questions  necessary.  ....  , 

121.  Is  Rathkeale  increasing  in  business  or  popula- 
tion?—It  is  keeping  its  place  pretty  well.  The  town 
has  very  much  improved  for  some  years  past,  trade 
is  generally  speaking,  very  bad  now,  so  that  we  cannot 
boa's!,  but,  on  the  whole,  the  town  lias  improved  for 
some  years  past.  Our  fairs  have  been  considerably 
increased.  Tliev  are  the  largest  fairs  in  Munster  now, 
aud  very  important,  and  a great  number  of  persons 
attend  them.  AVe  have  a -pig  market  the  day  before 
the  fair,  and  a large  number  come  from  all  parts  of 
Ireland,  and  from  England  to  it.  The  largest  buyers 
come  to  attend  our  fairs.  We  have  sixteen  fairs  in  the 
vear,  and  sixteen  pig  markets,  and  three  of  them  are 
recently  established  and  they  are  improving  rapidly, 
and  very  probably  they  will  be  as  large  as  the  others 
iu  a very  short  time. 


Mr.  Daniel 
Fitrgibbon. 
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Rathkeale. 
Mar.  12,  1979. 
Mr.  Joseph 


Mr.  Joseph  Casey,  examined. 


122.  You  are  a member  of  the  Town  Commissioners 
of  Ratlikeale  ? — I am. 

123.  How  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner? — 
Since  the  adoption  of  the  Act. 

124.  Do  you  remember  the  reasons  for  seeking  this 
former  extension  in  1861  ? — It  was  just  as  our  chairman 
has  stated  ; by  reason  of  our  contracted  area  we  were 
not  able  to  discharge  the  duties  expected  from  tis,  or 
give  any  benefit  to  the  people  in  lighting  the  town. 

125.  It  appears  the  area  was  not  large  enough  ?— 
No.  I was  going  to  observe  that  the  vitality  of  this 
town  depends  on  its  fairs  and  markets.  We  have 
sixteen  cattle  fairs,  and  sixteen  pig  fairs  the  day 
previous  to  the  cattle  fairs.  I am  telling  you  this  to 
show  the  desirability  of  having  our  neighbours  brought 
in,  and  the  justice  of  our  neighbours  taking  their  share 
in  the  expenditure  for  their  own  accommodation. 

126.  You  mean  by  neighbours  the  people  living 
immediately  round  the  present  town  and  outside  it? — 
Yes.  On  the  subject  of  the  extension  you  asked  what 
would  be  their  feelings,  and  whether  it  would  he  fair 
and  just  to  bring  them  in,  and  that  is  what  I am 
endeavouring  to  answer. 

127.  Then  what  is  their  feeling  on  the  subject? — I 
have  good  reason  to  know,  because,  in  addition  to  being 
Town  Commissioner,  I have  the  honour  to  represent 
the  electoral  division  of  Ratlikeale,  which  is  far  and 
away  larger  than  the  township.  I am  the  Guardian  for 
the.  last  twenty  years  for  the  Ratlikeale  electoral 
division. 

.128.  Theu  is  Mr.  Casey  correct  in  saying,  that  in 
this  proposed  extension  the  eutire  electoral  division  of 
Ratlikeale  would  be  taken  in  ? — Yes,  entirely  correct. 

129.  What  is  the  feeling  of  your  constituents  outside 
regarding  this  extension  ?— They  feel  fairly  and  justly 
towards  the  extension. 

130.  That  it  would  not  he  too  much  to  ask  them  to 
pay  one-fourth  rates  for  the  advantages  they  get  from 
the  town  ?— No,  1 think,  taking  them  as  a whole,  for, 
as  representative  of  the  electoral  division,  I never  met 
anyone  opposed  to  the  doing  of  it.  As  I remarked,  wo 
have,  on  the  day  before  the  cattle  fair,  a pig  fair,  and 
we  have  crowds  of  people  from  the  country,  for  buyers 
come  at  a distance  from  Waterford,  and  they  come  up 
here  early  for  the  fairs,  and  they  make  the  day  previous 


to  the  pig  tair  another  fair.  Country  neonln  . . 
here,  and  come  up  at  night  and  in  the  eariv 
and  in  the  winter  time,  if  the  street  wte  2 '1i 
lightsd  and  cleaned  carefully,  they  would  .ubiecl  ft" 
selves  to  great  abuse  both  themselves  and  t£*  S' 
These  people  come  the  night  before  for  both  fai„  , ; 
they  spend  the  greater  part  of  the  night  in  the  m. 
Onr  fatr  is  opened  at  daybreak,  and  business  pS 
come  in  from  great  d, stances  ; trains  are  arranS  ,1 
suit  the  carriage  of  stock.  Where  the  fairs  are  ! 
early  ,t  is  the  greatest  possible  convenience  to  E 
people  to  have  the  tow,,  well  lighted,  and  there 
nothing  dark  or  gloomy  about  this  town.  5 

! iff,  “ * “PM*  company  1— Entirely  ,epa„„ 

135.  lliey  have  a contract  per  lamp  1— Yes 
. 134.  How  much  is  it?— £2  10s.  for  each  lamp  fot 
six  months.  r 

135.  And  there  are  certain  hours  stated?— Yes- 
these  lamps  are  the  public  light.  ’ 

136  And  the  lighting  of  the  town  could  be  further 
extended  with  advantage  ?_It  would  be  further 
extended,  and  the  lights  would  be  put  closer  together 

137.  Does  the  lighting  go  as  far  as  the  building  eu 
at  present?— In  a fair  way  it  does.  Not  in  the  by 
streets  ; in  the  extremes  of  the  town  they  are  not  as 
well  lighted  as  we  ought  to  have  them,  if  we  could 
afford  it. 

138.  Mr.  Casey  (Town  Clerk). — The  lamps  have  to 
be  extinguished  early  in  the  night  in  consequence  of 
not  having  sufficient  revenue. 

139.  Witness. — I have  nothing  additional  to  add  to 
what  lias  been  stated.  Under  our  monetary  circumstances 
the  sanitary  duty  would  be  better  done  by  the  Guar- 
dians, if  the  half  of  the  rate  was  paid  by  the  landlord. 

140.  Suppose  you  get  this  extension  and  that  the 
landlord  was  to  pay  half  the  rates,  then  you  would  be 
inclined  to  take  up  the  work  ? — Our  body  would  do  it 
far  better  theu. 

141.  Your  opinion  is  they  would  do  it  a great  deal 
better  then  ? — Yes,  and  feel  a greater  interest  in  it.  I 
know  the  feelings  of  the  two  bodies,  and  I can  speak 
confidently. 


Mr.  James 
Blackwell. 


Mf.  James  Blackwell,  examined. 


d rVe  000  ^le  ^owu  Commissioners  o 

nathkeale? — I am. 

, is  the  feeling  of  the  outsiders  who  wouh 

be  aflected  by  this  proposed  extension  1—  They  are  ii 
favour  of  it.  The  town  is  old  and  is  not  rated  as  hi-I 
as  other  towns  with  a smaller  area.  Of  course,  if°i 
was  a modern  town  it  would  be  rated  higher. 

144.  I don't  think  you  can  say  Ratlikeale  has  a iov 
valuation  for  its  size  ?— We  have  a good  many  landlord, 
and  the  places  are  not  improved.  They  are  like  tin 
dog  in  the  manger. 

145.  I under, teed  you  to  Bay  l[iat  Hathkeale  had  i 
low  valuation  considering  the  inhabitants  1 — I think  i 

it  IS  S*  3™  “J town  you  would  oompav, 
fn  “i*''10'’"*””00  i house tlial 
K*lik8llle  would  bring  £16  in  New. 

at  Wk„^!1‘te‘l,,1,"3'000i“1»t>it*ntsanditi.  valuer 
at  A4  000,  have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  a low 
valuation,  for  it  doesn  t appear  from  ether  towns  to  bt 

I0,’.’— 1 w”k  ,f  ii  T”  * 'n“Jei“  tow"  it  would  bt 

higher.  We  would  have  better  house,  built,  and  the 
wojid  be  higher.  On  the  whole,  I think  it  i, 
valued  high  enough  at  present. 

148.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  by  the 


Chairman  and  Mr.  Casey,  have  you  anything  to  add 
about  this  extension  or  any  extension  ? — No.  I think 
there  is  nothing  to  add  except  that  it  is  very  fair,  and 
that  the  people  living  round  seem  all  very  favourably 
disposed  to  the  town.  They  are  all  uearly  aware  of 
this,  meeting  to-day,  and  none  of  tlfem  have  attended 
to  give  any  opposition  to  it. 

. 1^9.  Is  there  anyone  present  who  is  not  a Commis- 
sioner?— No. 

150.  Are  the  ratepayers  aware  of  this  meeting  ?— 
Yes,  several  of  the  people  outside  are  aware  of  the 
meeting,  and  they  have  not  come  in. 

151.  You  have  all  the  Commissioners  here  to-day 
except  one. 

152.  \ ou  say  that  this  extension  would  take  in  the 

entire  of  Ratlikeale  division  and  portion  of  three  others ! 
—Yea.  1 

153.  How  much  of  the  other  three  would  be  taken 

in? — Ratlikeale  is  3,000  odd  acres,  and  there  is  a 
difference  outside  the  town  of  about  2,374  acres,  but 
these  others  are  only  skirts  or  small  little  portions  of 
the  divisions.  s 

154.  Is  it  four  or  five  electoral  divisions  that  would 
be  concerned  in  the  extension  ? — Pour  and  Ratlikeale. 

155.  That  is  five  altogether  ?— Yes. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 
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BANBRIDGE— SEPTEMBER  10,  1879. 

(Before  the  Chairman.) 

Mr.  William  M'Cormack  examined. 


1.  Chairman. — You  are  the  Town  Clerk  of  Ban- 
bridge1! — I am. 

2.  Banbridge  is  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act 
of  185-41— Yes. 

3.  When  was  that  Act  adopted? — In  1865  ; for  all 
the  purposes  of  the  Act. 

4.  Was  the  boundary  fixed  then? — Yes. 

5.  Was  the  usual  Gazette  notice  given? — Yes. 

6.  Have  the  boundaries  remained  the  same  ever 
since? — Yes. 

7. 1 see  by  your  return  that  the  area  is  763a.  Or.  33p.  ? 
— Yes. 

8.  What  is  the  valuation  ? — £12,517  13s.  at  the  last 
revision. 

9.  How  much  of  that  is  land  and  how  much  build- 
ings?— Buildings  are  £11,094  ; land,  £1,071 10s. ; and 
lialf  the  annual  rents,  £352  3s. 

10.  Has  it  been  a gradually  increasing  valuation 
here  ? — Yes. 

11.  What  was  the  population  at  the  last  census  ? — 
5,600.  With  reference  to  that,  I should  say  that  I do 
not  believe  the  returns  sent  forward  were  correct,  and 
I will  state  my  reasons.  I have  heard  from  competent 
authority  that  in  the  taking  of  the  census  of  the  town 
some  streets  were  omitted  from  the  return  sent  forward, 
viz.,  half  of  Beilly-street,  Law’s  row,  Doctor’s-lane,  and 
Friars’-lane.  Those  four  streets  were  not  included  in 
the  returns.  I should  say  the  population  is  now 
upwards  of  6,500. 

12.  Is  the  town  divided  into  wards  for  municipal 
purposes  ? — Yes ; into  two — the  eastern  and  western 
wards.  They  return  five  Commissioners  for  the  eastern 
ward  and  ten  for  the  western  ward. 

13.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  two  wards? — I 
cannot  tell  you  that. 

14.  Are  they  fairly  represented — that  is,  do  they 
get  representation  according  to  the  valuation,  as  five 
is  to  ten? — I think  they  are  fairly  represented. 

15.  Is  there  any  feeling,  on  the  part  of  the  Town 
Commissioners  or  the  ratepayers,  that  the  wards  should 
be  altered  ? — I have  not  heard  of  any. 

16.  Is  the  town  in  one  electoral  division? — Yes,  in 
the  Banbridge  electoral  division. 

17.  Does  that  extend  much  beyond  the  present 
boundaries  of  the  town  ? — Yes,  I should  say  so. 

18.  How  far  would  you  say? — I cannot  say. 

19.  Have  you  any  map  showing  your  own  boundary 
at  present  ? — W e have. 

20.  Are  the  municipal  and  the  Poor  Law  boundaries 
conterminous  ? — They  are  not.  There  are  three  town- 
lands  that  are  severed  by  the  boundaries. 

22.  Would  the  outside  boundary,  marked  on  this 
map  with  a blue  line,  be  conterminous  with  townlands 
(referring  to  map  produced)  1 — It  would  not  cut  through 
several  townlands,  and  I think  only  one  or  two  fields 
would  be  cut  through  by  that  boundary. 

23.  I want  the  rates  from  1874  up  to  1878,  inclusive 
• — the  municipal,  Poor  Law,  and  county  rates  ? — 

Municipal.  Poor  Law.  County. 

s.  d.  s.  d.  i.  d. 

1874,  .0  8 0 8 1 9 

1875,  . 0 10  1 3 1 10 

1876,  . 0 10  — 1 11 

1877,  .1  0 3 3 1 10 

1878,  .0  8 1 3 0 7 for  the  one 

half-year. 

We  have  not  yet  struck  a rate  for  this  year. 

24.  How  much  was  the  county  cess  for  the  second 
half  of  last  year  ? — 1(W.  was  the  amount. 

25.  Did  you  find  8 d.  a sufficient  municipal  rate  for 
1878  for  all  your  wants? — Yes,  because  we  lost  the 
sanitary  powers  ; they  are  now  vested  in  the  guardians. 


26.  But,  if  you  were  over  6,000  in  population,  you 
should  be  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  ?— We  were 
not  over  6,000  in  population  according 'to  the  census 
of  1871,  although  we  would  have  been  if  the  census 
had  been  properly  taken. 

27.  However,  you  have  ample  power,  if  you  peti- 
tioned the  Local  Government  Board  ? — We  did  petition 
and  they  would  not  grant  it. 

28.  When  was  that  ? — About  five  months  ago. 

29.  ‘Was  it  represented  to  them  that  you  were  over 
6,000  in  population  ? — I should  say  it  was.  I believe 
the  difficulty  was  that  the  population  was  returned  as 
under  6,000  at  the  time  the  census  was  taken,  and  we 
could  not  go  beyond  that,  according  to  the  Public 
Health  Act.  On  tire  faith  of  the  real  census,  wc 
imagined  we  would  be  able  to  take  the  sanitary  powers 
into  our  own  hands,  but  there  was  an  objection  raised 
by  a certain  number  of  ratepayers  to  the  transfer. 

30.  On  what  grounds  did  they  do  that?  Would  the 
work  be  as  well  done  by  the  Town  Commissioners  as 
by  the  guardians? — I think  the  principal  reason  of  the 
opposition  was  that  several  Town  Commissioners  were 
in  favour  of  having  a public  cemetery  for  the  town,  and 
the  people  did  not  want  to  be  taxed  for  that  purpose. 
I believe  that  was  the  reason. 

31.  Do  the  guardians,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
the  townspeople,  look  after  the  sanitaiy  works  pro- 
perly ? — Well,  some  people  are  satisfied  and  some  are 
not. 

32.  Is  there  any  water  supply  here  ? — No ; there  is 
a dreadfully  bad  water  supply,  and  several  pumps  have 
been  condemned  on  analysis. 

33.  Is  the  supply  entirely  by  pumps? — Yes. 

34.  Have  the  guardians  ever  started  any  plan  for 
supplying  a high  pressure  supply  of  water? — No. 

35.  Arethepresentboundaries  regarded  with  dissatis- 
faction generally  by  the  ratepayers,  or  by  any  section 
of  them !— Some  of  the  Town  Commissioners  consider 
that  an  extension  of  the  boundary  would  be  desirable, 
while  some  do  not ; and  then  there  was  a meeting 
called,  and  there  was  a resolution  passed  that  they 
would  not  go  in  for  an  extension. 

36.  Was  that  resolution  unanimous  or  carried  by 
a majority?— By  a majority,  because  there  was  a por- 
tion of  the  body  opposed  to  it. 

37.  As  far  as  you  know  the  feeling  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, are  they  evenly  divided,  or  is  there  a large 
majority  against  extension? — I really  think  they  did 
not  "0  in  for  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the  subject, 
as  thev,  iierhaps,  might  have  done. 

38.  ' Have  the  ratepayers  generally  expressed  an 
opinion  that  the  boundary  should  be  extended?— I 
believe  there  are  many  who  think  so. 

39.  Has  there  been  any  public  meeting  called  on 
the  subject? — None. 

40.  To  what  extent  do  those  in  favour  of  extension 
seek  to  have  the  town  extended— is  it  to  the  blue  line 
marked  by  the  Town  Surveyor  on  this  map?— Yes. 
The  Town  Surveyor  was  instructed  by  a committee 
appointed  by  the  Town  Commissioners  to  take  this 
Aer  into  consideration  1 and  he  ™ appointed  to 
draw  out  the  proposed  extension,  and  this  is  what  he 
has  drawn  out. 

41  When  the  report  came  from  the  lown  Surveyor 
nhat'was  donei-As  I tell  you,  a committee  eras 
appointed,  and  they  treie  to  report,  and  the  matter 
dropped.  They  did  not  report. 

Yon  say  there  has  been  a great  deal  of  budding 
going  on  in  Bmbridge.  At  present  to  there  much 
buildin0  in  progress  t-Not  rery  much  at  present; 
bit  l!an  toll  you  that  since  1831  the  number  has 
increased  largely.  In  1831  there  yrere  440  honses 
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then  built,  in  1841  there  -were  573,  in  1851  there  being  passengers  by  our  railways  and  ha  ■ 
were  618,  in  1861  there  were  777,  and  in  1871  there  town  the  heavy  traffic  peculiar  to  manufactu^  ***  °nr 
were  1,100.  cerns,  and  they  consequently  have  everythin^  «§  C°n,‘ 

43.  So  that  in  nearly  forty  years  the  number  has  by  those  already  taxed.  J ° enJ°yea 

nearly  doubled  ?— Yes.  59.  Do  you  light  the  township  i~ VP,  , , 

44.  Is  there  much  more  good  building-ground  of  it.  ’ e w“°k 

within  the  present  area,  or  are  there  better  sites  60.  What  would  be  your  proposal  with  a r.i 
within  the  boundary  as  marked  out  by  the  Town  these  matters — would  you  extend*  the  benefitin'  if0 
Surveyor? — There  are  some  good  building-sites  within  ing  to  the  entire  district  you  suggest  to  be  bromrht  • 
the  present  township  boundary;  but  I should  say  and  then  make  it  pay  the  same  rate  • or  wo  ?i  U' 
there  would  be  many  better  within  the  proposed  ex-  leave  the  lighting  as  it  is  at  present  and  brim»  °U 
tended  boundary.  in  on  a differential  rate?— If  the  fighting  remaim 

45.  Are  there  many  gentlemen’s  seats  outside  the  at  present,  it  would  be  better  to  have  a differe  d 1 

present  boundary,  and  within  the  line  suggested  by  rate.  ntu* 

the  Town  Surveyor?— There  are.  61.  Tf  you  gave  them  exactly  the  same  advances 

46.  How  many  would  you  say— about  how  many  ? as  you  have  in  the  town,  why  should  they  not  mvtl 

— There  are  certainly  twelve ; and  besides  there  is  a same  rates ; I suppose  you  are  aware  that  land- 
very  large  factory  at  Seapatrick,  the  village  of  Hayes-  arable  laud— pays  only  one-fourth ; and  under  tlm 
town,  and  a large  bleach-store  at  Ballydown.  The  circumstances  do  you  think  it  would  pay  you  to  bVI  i 
proposed  township  boundary  also  takes  Killpack  in,  a them,  or  that  it  would  be  better  to  let  them  stav  « 

place  that  had  630  inhabitants  at  the  last  census.  they  are  as  regards  lighting,  and  bring  them  in  on 

47.  Is  the  town  veiy  largely  used  by  the  gentlemen  differential  rate  V— That  is  a question  I could  hanllv 

living  in  that  extended  district,  and  other  people  living  answer.  If  the  Town  Commissioners  succeeded  in 

within  the  proposed  extension  ?— Yes.  buying  the  gas-works,  at  a reasonable  mte,  from  the 

..  r\,Are  >'ou  able.  \°.  saT>  of  your  own  knowledge,  Gas  Company,  perhaps  they  might  be  able  to  lrtlit  the 

that  the  property  within  the  area  marked  out  by  the  entire  township  properly.  ° 

Town  Surveyor  derives  great  benefit  from  its  prox-  63.  Can  you  say  that  the  opinions  you  have  ex- 
unity  to  the  town  l— I should  certainly  say  so.  pressed  are  shared  by  some  of  the  Town  Commix 

49.  Is  it  more  valuable  on  that  account  ?— Yes,  sioners  ?— Yes. 
certainly.  I believe  that  with  an  extended  boundary  64.  Can  you  say  that  they  are  shared  in  by  anv 
we  would  have  an  equalization  of  the  rates;  and  if  considerable  portion  of  the  ratepayers  within  the 
we  had  an  extended  boundary,  we  would  necessarily  present  boundary  ? — I have  not  spoken  to  them  verv 
have  an  increased  population  and  so  command  more  much.  Some  are  in  favour  of  the  proposed  extension- 
influence.  We  would  be  taking  due  credit  for  the  but  I question  very  much  whether,  if  the  matter  w.4 
amount  of  business  done,  as  exhibited  by  our  traffic,  put  before  them  at  a public  meeting,  they  would  be 
We  would  place  ourselves  m a better  position  to  com-  likely  to  go  in  for  it. 


mand  the  attention  of  Parliament  for  measures  which 
may  be  introduced.  We  would  be  in  a better  position 


likely  to  go  in  for  it. 

65.  On  what  grounds,  have  you  heard,  are  others 


may  be  introduced.  We  would  be  in  a better  position  +1,1  ow  n 8 • • ’ J “~u>  aie  °llim 
to  take  charge  of  the  sanitary  affaire  of  the  tmra  , *7  ««>•  to  fie  extent, ou- 

50.  Would  Seapatrick,  cohere  there  are  000  inhabit-  75  ^ 1 r , T“*  “ 

nuts,  require  extensive  looking  after  in  salutary  mat-  1 7“  tk“  r“B(>ns 

ters?— Certainly ; and  if  they  came  into  the  township  b , W , 1-eference  to  fclle  persons  outside  the  pre- 
we  would  be  obliged  to,  and  would  look  after  them.  sent  boundary,  what  is  their  feeling  on  the  subject  1— 

51.  Would  it  be  an  advantage  to  them  in  your  , Y 1 tlunkb  after  all,  no  matter  how  circumscribed 
opinion,  to  be  joined  to  the  town,  and  if  the  town  were  - bounclaiT  might  be,  people  do  not  like  to  be  put 

made  the  urban  sanitary  authority? Certainly.  It  mto  311  fended  boundary,  because  of  being  taxed. 

would  increase  the  value  of  their  property  very  much  67,  18  a question  of  taxation  with  them  1 — I think 

52.  Would  it  facilitate  you  in  getting  a water  sup-  tbat Qwould  be  tbe  great  question. 

ply,  having  the  boundary  extended  ?— It  would  * Has  there  been  notice  given  of  this  inquiry?— 

53.  How  long  have  you  been  Town  Clerk? Twelve  * °ave  n(ddce  myself,  and  I saw  another  notice  in  to- 

years.  day’s  paper. 

54.  You  know  the  district  well,  I suppose? Yes  We  published  it  in  the  local  paper? — I also 

If  the  extension  were  granted,  we  would  have  a larger  ^ 

area  for  town  and  court  fines,  and  do°--tax  • and°if  70‘  Was  it  published  last  week? — Yes,  in  Saturday’s 
we  could  get  a separation  from  the  county,  one  board  paper’  and  ^ this  m°mtog’s  paper. 
coMd  manage  the  affairs  better  than  several  boards  71.  What  is  the  area  of  the  extended  district? — 
and  several  sets  of  officers.  The  difference  between  the  present,  and  what  is  pro- 

55.  With,  reference  to  taking  charge  of  the  roads  Posed  is  1477a.  Or.  3Gp.,  making  the  total  2240a  1r. 
do  you  think  it  would  be  fair,  if  the  town  got  the  ^9p.,  and  tbe  difference  would  be  1477a  Or.  36p. 
management  of  the  roads,  to  get  from  these  people  the  72.  What  is  the  valuation  of  that  ? — I cannot  tell 
rame  county  cess  as  they  pay  at  present  to  the  Grand  that- 

ury  f— res  ; and  if  it  has  been  successful  in  other  73.  Would  there  be  a very  considerable  increase  in 
towns,  I do  not  see  why  it  should  not  be  successful  tbe  valuation  ? — Yes,  I should  say  there  would  be  an 
“epe-  _ increase  of  £18,000  or  ,£20,000. 

von  owledge  of  the  town,  do  you  think  7 4.  How  would  you  propose  that  the  extended  dis- 

L roads  33  cheaply  and  as  well  trict  should  be  added  to  the  wards.  Would  you  make 

T helipv  prese£,  managed  under  the  Grand  Jury  ? the  outside  district  a separate  ward  from  that  com- 

67  Ta  if  xrn.fre  • , , piised  in  the  present  boundary  ? — I would  have  an 

of  vnin- T.  iFg-j  on  -70u  co,dd  manage  the  roads  addition  made  to  the  two  existing  wards,  both  eastern 

of  your  ovm  town  better  than  the  Grand  Juiy?-I  do  and  western. 

not  say  better,  but  quite  as  well.  _ . - . . , 

58.  And  as  cheaply  too  ?— Yes  • T TWlii.™  * • 75‘  HavinS.  regard  to  the  increased  valuation  would 

parties  living  within  the  nmnncJ/i  „ . . so'  ^ not  be  better  to  have  one  ward  more,  and  to  allow 

nearly  all  the  advantages  and  mivilegM^SatT7  **  town  yards  to  stand  as  they  are,  and  to  lessen  the 
afforded  to  those  living  within  the  orient^  number  of  representatives  in  those  two  wards— that 
scribed  boundary,  I thtok  it  would  be  fair  fW+i™*'  1S’  K you,took  off  two  representatives  from  the  smaller 
should  contribute  for  that  which  they  enjoy  to  softr  T**  thre!  the  ■othe?  w£trd’  ^ wou,ld 
us  tin,  reap  tie  udyuntuges  of  the  imketo  sSroit  twT1?  "S'11  v glTW  40  tt.e 

attending  public  worship,  and  ItohW  nf  g’  t5le  total  number  of  representatives  would  remain  as 

They  largely  use  and  wear’ our  streTtsanf  sSewafc'  * ***  thabw°uld  ^ 

sidewalks,  7 6.  And  then  you  would  have  as  huge  a ratepaying 
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body  in  one  ns  iQ  ^ie  other  ? — But  you  -would  have  a 
larger  valuation. 

77.  But  you  would  have  fewer  electors? — Yes,  that 
is  true. 

78.  Have  you  any  idea  how  many  ratepayers  would 
be  brought  in  by  this  proposed  extension,  occupiers  of 
£S  and  upwards? — I cannot  answer  that  question. 
There  is  another  matter  I would  like  to  mention  with 
reward  to  transferring  the  sanitary  powers.  We  have 
been  placed  in  an  awkward  position  with  regard  to  the 
markets.  The  Town  Commissioners  have  for  the  last 
ten  years  been  anxious  to  get  the  control  of  the 
markets  of  the  town. 

79.  Who  do  they  belong  to  at  present  ? — To  the 
trustees  of  Lord  Downshire.  The  Commissioners  have 


spent  a considerable  sum  of  money  in  trying  to  get  Basbmdge 
by-laws  passed,  and  to  get  the  control  of  the  markets  j Sept.  10.  isp. 
but  not  being  the  Urban  Sanitarv  Authoritv  they  — 
consider  the  Public  Healtt  Act  interferes  yrith  them  gfiZS" 
in  that  respect,  and  that  they  cannot  take  advantage 
of  the  markets,  as  it  prevents  them  doing  so.  Just 
now  the  trustees  of  Lord  Downshire  are  willing  to  treat 
the  Commissioners  liberally  with  reference  to  the 
markets,  and  will  hand  them  over  their  patent  rights 
to  a certain  extent,  and  give  them  the  tolls  for  a 'cer- 
tain rental,  and  the  Town  Commissioners  would  be 
very  glad  to  accept  the  offer  if  they  were  in  a position 
to  take  the  markets  over,  and  I think  that  ■militnteq 
very  much' against  the  progress  of  the  town. 


Mr.  Hugh  Glass  examined. 


80.  You  are  a Town  Commissioner? — I am. 

81.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  of  the  Town  Clerk? 
— I have. 

82.  Do  you  agree  generally  with  the  views  he  has 
expressed  ? — I do  indeed. 

83.  And  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  extend  the 
boundary  to  the  line  pointed  out  by  the  surveyor  on 
this  map  ? — I think  that  is  a very  fair  line. 

84.  Of  your  own  knowledge,  does  all  the  ground 
within  that  area  derive  exceptional  benefit  and  advan- 
tage from  its  proximity  to  the  town  1 — I think  there 
is  no  doubt  of  that. 

85.  Do  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  houses  within 
that  area  derive  the  same  advantage,  and  make  the 
same  use  of  the  town  as  the  ratepayers  ? — Certainly. 

86.  Is  it  on  that  ground  you  think  it  would  be  fair 
to  have  them  brought  in  ? — Yes. 

87.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  bring 
them  in,  giving  them  the  benefit  of  the  lighting,  on 
equal  taxation  to  that  which  the  townspeople  are  at 
present  paying  or  not  to  light  the  district,  and  bring 
them  in  on  a differential  rating? — I would  say  the 
latter  would  be  better,  because  otherwise  we  would 
have  a great  many  miles  of  road  to  light,  and  I don’t 
think  we  could  do  it  in  any  other  way. 

88.  In  every  way  you  then  agree  with  the  evidence 
the  Town  Clerk  has  given  1—1  do.  I think  he  has 
given  his  evidence  most  fairly. 

89.  As  far  as  you  know  do  the  people  living  within 
this  proposed  boundary  object  to  the  extension,  or  is 
then-  objection  confined  solely  to  the  matter  of  taxation? 
— I believe  solely  to  the  matter  of  taxation.  I am 
outside  the  boundary  myself,  and  I would  be  a severe 
sufferer  in  that  respect,  if  the  extension  were  carried 
out. 

90.  You  will  have  to  pay  more  taxation? — Con- 
siderably more. 

91.  And,  notwithstanding  that,  you  are  in  favour 
of  the  extension? — I will  tell  you  how  it  is.  My 
valuation  in  the  town  is  £83  10s.,  and  if  the  boundary 
be  extended  my  valuation  would  be  £215  10s. 

92.  And  yet  you  are  in  favour  of  the  extension? — 
Certainly. 

93.  Of  course,  then,  you  think  it.  desirable  you 
should  become  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority? — Yes, 
certainly. 

94.  And  also  get  the  control  of  the  roads? — Yes. 
I am  not  so  certain  about  the  roads.  I do  not  know 
that  we  could  manage  the  roads  much  cheaper  than 
the  county  at  present. 

95.  But  are  not  divided  Boards  very  much  more 
expensive?-  -Yes,  that  is  true. 

96.  If  you  were  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority, 
then  scavenging  the  roads  would  .come  cheaper,  and 
keeping  them  up  cheaper,  because  you  would  have  a 


certain  amount  over  that  you  could  use  for  other 
purposes  ? — Certainly. 

97.  You  said  you  were  in  favour  of  a differential 
rate.  In  your  opinion  should  it  be  thrown  on  the 
occupiers  and  the  landlord.  At  present,  under  the 
Pubhc  Health  Act  of  last  year,  the  sanitary  and 
poor-rate  is  divided,  in  the  rural  sanitary  district, 
between  the  landlord  and  the  tenant? — An  opinion 
has  been  expressed  in  other  places,  that  the  same  thing 
should  be  done  with  the  rates  in  the  extended  district  ? 
— I think  that  would  be  an  equitable  way  of  doing 
it. 


98.  Is  that  your  opinion  ? You  are  aware  that 
under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  arable  land  pays 
only  one-fourth  of  the  valuation.  Is  it  your  opinion 
that  that  is  too  low  ? In  several  places  what  has  been 
stated  is  this — that  in  the  case  of  all  land  within  a 
township,  the  really  fair  thing  would  be  to  make  it 
pay  half  of  all  rates,  and  divide  them  between  the  land- 
lord and  tenant,  but  that  this  should  not  apply  to  the 
county  cess  or  road  rates.  It  is  said  so  far  as  the 
land  is  concerned  at  all  events,  the  landlord  gets  an 
increased  rent  for  his  land  in  and  near  a town,  and 
the  tenant  is  able  to  pay  a higher  rent  from  the 
advantages  he  gets  from  that  land,  and  that  therefore 
it  is  not  fair  that  it  should  pay  only  one-fourth,  and 
that  by  the  tenant? — Indeed  I think  one-half  would 
not  be  too  much,  and  payable  as  you  suggested. 

99.  Would  you  think  that  would  be  a fair  way  of 
flpn.ling  with  land  in  the  borough,  and  also  land 
outside  the  borough,  that  would  be  brought  in  ? — I 
think  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  would,  and  that  the 
enhanced  value  of  all  that  land  would  be  equal  to  the 
additional  taxation. 

100.  Do  you  think  that  the  value  of  the  land  would 
be  increased  in  that  area  if  brought  in  ? — Certainly. 

101.  Are  you  able  to  say  that  the  land  in  that  area 
brings'  a higher  rent  than  land  of  a similar  quality 
farther  off? — I have  no  doubt  about  it. 

102.  Are  you  able  to  say  to  what  extent? — I know 
that  land  immediately  adjoining  the  town,  lets  for  £5 
or  £6  an  acre  for  grazing  purposes. 

103.  What  would  the  same  land  if  two  miles  farther 

off  let  for  ?— £2  or  £3  an  acre.  I think  it  would  be 
unfair  if  the  landlord  did  not  pay  his  portion  of  the 
tax  on  the  land,  whether  inside  or  outside  the  present 

borough^  0^  Town  Commissioner  in 

favour  of  the  extension  ? — I believe  we  are  now  unani- 
mous that  the  extension  would  be  desirable  for  the 

10  105.  Do  you  feel  yourself  authorized  to  say  under 
the  conditions  I have  stated,  that  the  Town  Com- 
missioners would  be  in  favour-  of  it?-I  believe  if  we 
had  a meeting  to-morrow,  there  would  be  a unanimous 
opinion  in  fevour  of  the  proposed  extension  on  the 
terms  you  have  si 


Sir.  Hugh 
Gloss. 
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Banbridoe. 
Sfpt.  10,  1879. 


Edward  Dowden,  m.d.,  examined. 

106.  Are  you  in  favour  of  tlie  proposed  extension  ? — extent  suggested,  and  then  be  made  tl 

I am  very  much  in  favour  of  it.  sanitary  authority,  and  get  the  control  of  the  j 

107.  Do  you  agree  with  the  evidence  Mr.  Glass  and  have  the  whole  brought  under  the  i r,  s> 

to  given  t-Yes.  governing  bodyt_Th«t  L been 

108.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a benefit  to  the  town  what  was  important  for  the  town.  J •>  aea  ot 
that  you  should  have  its  boundary  extended  to  the 


Mr.  Glass. 


Mr.  Glass,  re-examined. 


109.  With  reference  to  the  question  of  voting, 
supposing  this  extension  was  granted,  would  you  make 
the  extended  distinct  into  one  ward? — I think  I 
would. 

110.  Taking  two  representatives  from  one  ward  and 
three  from  the  other,  that  would  make  five,  to  be 
given  to  the  rural  district  altogether? — Inasmuch  as 
my  own  opinion  is  that  there  should  be  a differential 
rating,  then  I think  that  would  be  quite  right. 

111.  You  are  aware  that  they  would  only  pay  at 
present  one-fourth  valuation  in  the  case  of  land? — 
Yes. 


1l3;fr°TOM  ^ “ °“  them  m, 

one-half? — I would  be  in  favor  of  charging  land  in  th 
extended  boundary  the  same  rate  as  land  is  now 
charged  in  the  immediate  township.  ButI  would  make 
all  land  pay  one-half  rate,  divided  between  landlord 
and  tenant. 

113.  What  would  you  think  of  the  alteration  of  the 
wards  as  follows— to  give  four  to  the  smaller  ward 
seven  to  the  large  ward,  and  then  four  to  the  new 
district  to  be  brought  in  1— I think  that  would  be  an 
equitable  distribution  of  the  representation. 


Dr.  Dowden. 


Dr.  Dowden,  re-examined. 


114.  What  would  you  think  of  that? — I do  not 
think  that  would  be  an  unfair  representation.  There 
is  one  thing  due  to  my  constituents  that  I should 
state.  I do  not  think  I fully  represent  their  views  in 
saying  the  extension  boundary  is  universally  viewed 
by  them  as  being  necessary.  Still  I think  it  is  by  most 
of  them. 

115.  One  would  think  the  ratepayers  inside  the 
present  boundary  would  not  object  to  the  extension  if 
they  thought  they  would  get  some  little  increase  to 
the  funds  to  be  paid  by  people  who  use  largely  and 
avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  the  town.  It 
would  not  increase,  but  would  be  likely  to  lessen  the 
taxation? — There  is  something  about  putting  in  the 
thin  edge  of  the  wedge,  which  crops  up  in  this  matter. 
That  is  about  getting  up  a new  cemeteiy.  I know 
that,  speaking  on  behalf  of  the  Catholics,  they  are  very 
much  opposed  to  that,  because  they  have  provided  one 


for  themselves,  and  they  do  not  wish  to  be  taxed  for 
another.  I think  it  is  only  fair  that  I should  tell  you 
that. 

116.  Does  not  that  question  crop  up  whether  the 
boundary  is  extended  or  not? — I cannot  understand 
what  the  extension  of  the  boundary  has  to  do  with  it. 
If  the  rural  sanitary  authority  think  that  the  town 
requires  a cemetery,  they  have  power  to  promote  it, 

being  the  burial  board,  just  as  much  as  any  other? 

It  is  supposed  by  the  majority  of  the  Catholics  here 
that  if  the  Town  Commissioners  got  the  powers  vested 
in  them,  as  the  urban  sanitary  authority,  they  would 
then  construct  a cemetery  at  the  public  expense. 

1 17..  The  Town  Clerk. — I may  say  for  the  Town 
Commissioners  that  they,  as  a body,  never  went  in  for 
providing  a public  cemetery. 

118.  Chairman. — To  promote  it  or  to  prevent  it? 

The  Town  Clerk.— Yes. 


Mr.  Samuel 
Hill. 


Mr.  Samuel  Hill  examined. 


119.  What  are  your  views  on  the  subject  of  tin 
proposed  extension  ? — I am  opposed  to  the  extension 
1 think  you  should  be  prepared,  if  you  tax  the  people 
to  give  them  something  commensurate  with  tliei- 
taxation  I believe  that  if  the  extension  was  grantee 
we  would  not  be  in  a position  to  supply  these  people 
—who  would  require  gas,  for  instance— or  anythin! 
else  commensurate  with  the  taxation. 

1 20.  Would  not  the  occupiers  have  something  com 
mensurate  for  their  taxation  by  the  advantages  the5 
derive  from  the  town ; and  has  not  the  landed  greai 


advantages  who  gets  a much  higher  rent  for  his  ground 
on  account  of  its  being  so  close  to  the  town  ? If  so, 
why  should  they  not  both  be  made  pay  something 
towards  keeping  up  the  town  which  gives  them  these- 
advantages  ? If  you  give  them  these  benefits,  why 
should  you  give  them  to  them  at  the  expense  of  the 
townspeople  ? — I cannot  say  that  1 am  opposed  to  the 
measure  being  earned  into  effect,  but  that  was  one  of 
my  principal  reasons.  I may  say  I forego  any  opposi- 
tion to  the  measure,  if  it  is  the  wish  of  the  majority 
of  the  Town  Council. 


Mr.  llobert 
McClelland. 


Mr.  Robert  M-Ceebukd,  Chaims 

121.  Will  von  state  your  views  with  regard  to  th 
question  of  the  proposed  extension! — I hold  the  Sam 
opinion  that  Mr.  Hill  has  expressed,  that  we  rouldnc 

^ “mP«“»a°n  for  the  extra  taxs 

tion  we  would  impose. 

m 5°  Tou  tllillk  the  occupiers  of  the  groun, 
outeide  the  present  boundary,  and  the  houses  oJttsid 
-I  Sr‘th™dnM  k°m  their  proximity  to  the  tow 

123  Do  they  use  the  town  largelyl—Yea  The- 
beneSt  the  town  as  well.  I am  not  speaking  in  i 
seUsh  manner,  because  all  my  places  are  in  the  town 
B0  tpllt  1 am  not  likely  to  be  furtke 
taxed  by  the  extension  of  the  boundary 


of  the  Town  Commissioners,  examined. 

124.  Mi-.  Glass. — Do  you  think  it  is  an  honourable 
feeling  that  the  Commissioners  have  on  the  subject  in 
proposing  the  extension  ? — I think  it  is  an  equitable 
feeling  in  their  minds. 

125.  Chairman. — Suppose  a recommendation  was 
made  by  us  to  extend  the  boundary  as  proposed  by  the 
Town  Surveyor,  on  this  pi'inciple,  that  whatever  the 
town  rates  were  the  outside  persons  should  only  pay 
one-half  until  they  get  the  same  benefits  as  the  towns- 
people, what  would  be  your  opinion  1—1  think  that 
would  be  very  fair. 

Mr.  Hill. — I think,  also,  that  would  be  very  fair  j 
and  it  would  lessen  the  rate  on  the  people  in  the  town. 

[The  inquiry  then  closed.] 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


BALLYMENA . — SEPTEMBER,  23rd,  1879. 

[Before  Mr.  Exham,  q.c.,  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson.] 


Mr.  Frederick  Mathews  examined. 


1 Chairman. — What  is  the  present  area  of  Bally- 
mena L-Four  hundred  and  sixty -six  acres, 
o jg  ^ under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act? — 


3.  When  was  that  Act.  adopted?  — Immediately 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act.  It  was  the  first  town 
that  came  under  that  Act. 

4.  That  was  in  1854? — Yes. 

5!  Were  the  boundaries  fixed  then! — Yes,  but  they 
were  enlarged  about  ten  years  ago,  long  before  my 
time  as  town  clerk. 

6.  Have  they  remained  the  same  ever  since? — 


^ *7.'  Was  the  Act  adopted  for  all  the  purposes  ? — No, 
only  for  lighting  and  cleansing.  The  water  clauses 
were  never  adopted. 

8.  Was  the  town  previously  under  the  9 th  of 
George  IV.  ? — I could  not  answer  that  question. 

9.  °What  is  the  valuation? — £20,231  10s.,  made  up 
of  £806  15s.  for  land,  and  £18,849  for  buildings,  and 
£575  15s.  for  half  annual  rents. 

10.  What  was  the  population  at  the  last  census  ? — 


'll.  Is  it  an  increasing  population? — I should  say 
so,  considerably. 

1 2.  How  many  new  houses  have  been  built  within 
the  last  six  years  ? — One  hundred  and  ninety- four 
houses  have  been  built  and  rebuilt  within  the  last  six 
years,  and  130  of  those  have  been  rebuilt  since  1875, 
the  time  of  the  appointment  of  our  present  surveyor. 

13.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  town  ? — Bally- 


mena 

14.  I am  aware  that  the  Commissioners  propose 
an  extension  of  the  boundary — would  the  extension 
proposed  by  the  Commissioners  still  be  in  the  electoral 
division  of  Ballymena? — Yes. 

15.  What  is  the  area  and  valuation  of  the  electoral 
division? — The  area  is  2,835  acres  and  3 roods,  and 
the  valuation  is  £24,851. 

16.  How  far  to  the  north  does  the  electoral  division 
extend  from  the  centre  of  the  town? — About  three 
miles.  Certainly  over  two. 

17.  What  have  your  rates  been  for  the  last  five 
years  1 — The  improvement  has  been,  at  all  events,  Is. 
in  the  pound,  and  a burial  rate  varying  from  2d.  to 
3 d.  The  poor  rate  in  1874  was  Is.  2d. ; 1875,  Is.  4 d. ; 

1876,  Is.  Id. ; 1877,  Is.  ljd. ; 1878,  Is.  6id. ; this 
year  it  will  be  Is.  2d.,  that  will  be  struck  next 
month. 

18.  What  has  been  the  county  cess  for  that  time? 
—For  1874,  2s.  Id. ; 1875,  Is.  lid. ; 1876,  Is.  Id. ; 

1877,  Is.  9d.  j 1878,  Is.  lOd. ; 1879,  Is.  8d. 

19.  Do  the  Grand  Jury  manage  the  roads? — Yes, 
and  the  Town  Commissioners  cleanse  the  streets. 

20.  Have  you  got  a town  surveyor  here? — Yes  j 
since  February,  1875. 

21.  Are  you  able  to  do  your  work  properly  with  a 
rate  of  Is.  in  the  pound? — Not  quite ; no. 

22.  Have  you  any  water  supply  here  ? — -No  high 
pressure  water  supply.  There  are  a few  public  pumps. 

23.  You  have  been  making  some  sewers  through 
the  town.  Have  you  struck  a special  sewer  rate  for 

making  them? No,  they  were  paid  for  out  of  the 

improvement  rate. 

24.  Is  the  town  at  present  properly  sewered  ? — Not 
at  all ; very  far  from  it. 

25.  Is  the  sanitary  condition  as  good  as  it  should 
be  ? — Not  at  all. 

26.  You  said  that  the  Town  Commissioners  have 
not  struck  a sanitary  rate  or  a sewer  rate  which  they 
might  have  done  beyond  the  improvement  rate  do 
you  know  why  they  have  not  done  so  ? — I cannot 


answer  that  question ; it  is  only  two  years  since  I was 
appointed,  and  there  has  not  been  any  money  spent, 
nothing  worthy  of  notice,  since  my  time. 

27.  The  streets  appear  to  be  remarkably  well 
kerbed,  and  the  footways  are  in  fair  order? — Yes. 

28.  Have  the  Grand  Jury  done  that,  or  have  you 
done  the  kerbing  out  of  the  improvement  rate? — The 
Grand  Jury,  within  the  last  few  years,  has  given  a 
moiety  towards  the  expense  of  flagging,  but  nut  of 
kerbing.  In  reference  to  the  flagging,  the  county 
gave  half,  or  gave  what  was  supposed  to  be  half,  at 
the  time  the  contract  was  taken. 

29.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners  ever  tried  to 
get  the  management  of  the  roads,  or  do  they  think  it 
desirable? — There  is  a movement  going  on  at  present 
to  obtain  a separation  from  the  county. 

30.  Do  the  Town  Commissioners  consider  there 
would  be  a saving? — They  conceive  that  they  would 
save  6 d.  in  the  pound  per  year  out  of  the  county  cess. 

31.  Is  that  taking  the  county  cess  as  low  as  it  is 
this  year? — It  was  taken  on  the  average  of  the  past 
six  years. 

32.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners,  as  a body,  ever 
considered  this  question  of  the  extension  of  the 
boundary  ? — Yes. 

33.  Are  there  any  wards  here? — No. 

34.  What  is  their  opinion  as  to  the  boundary — are 
they  unanimous  on  the  point  ? — They  were  unanimous 
in  settling  the  boundary  as  marked  on  that  map. 
There  was  some  difference  of  opinion  at  first. 

35.  We  may  take  it  that  the  boundary  of  the  town, 
as  it  is  at  present,  is  the  red  line,  and  that  the  pro- 
posed boundary  is  the  black  line  ? — 1 es. 

36.  Does  the  existing  boundary  include  the  whole 
of  townlands,  or  diride  them  ?— Well,  in  the  existing 
boundary  there  is  part  of  the  towuland  of  Ballykill, 
and  the"  rest  is  all  the  townland  of  Townpark,  and 
part  of  Ballyloughan  and  Brocklamount. 

37.  Only"  portions  of  them?— Yes;  portions  of 

them.  . 

38.  Will  the  proposed  new  boundary  include  tite 
whole  of  those  townlands?— No  : it  is  drawn  without 


•eference  to  townlands. 

39.  How  have  you  determined  about  the  proposed 

wrandary  ? — The  Commissioners,  as  a body,  went 
•ound  the  town  and  inspected  it,  and  on  that  map 
ihey  marked  those  parts  they  thought  it  desirable  to 
Save  brought  in.  „ , „ , . , , 

40.  Have  they  adopted  a well  defined  boundary  ?— 

I think  they  have.  1 

41  How  many  acres  would  there  be  in  the  proposed 
extension  7—344 ; and  its  approximate  vaiuution 
would  be  about  £761  on  the  land,  and  £1,010  on  the 
houses ; making  about  £22,000  in  alL 

42  What  would  you  say  to  taking  in  the  whole 
the  electoral  division  and  making  it  coterminous  with 
the  town  itself  ?— I think  that  would  not  do  at  alL 

ttYoT-e  that  there  is  only  £2,000  of  the  valua- 
tion left  out — you  gave  us  the  valuation  of  the  electoral 
division  as  £24,000?— If  that  was , done  it  would  ex- 
tend the  supervision  of  the  Town  Commissioners  over 

a TiJ  J^would ; but  you  say  the  Town  Commissioners 
would  be  able  to  save  6 d.  in  the  pound  on  the  roads 
in  the  present  boundary,  and  if  so,  they  ought  to  be 
able  to  more  th£i  W.  on  the  entire  elector. 

ars  ^ 

dLS  ue,  «s  to  « P-ibl.,  t. 

gL  a little  further  outside  the  fropoeed  •««,  ® 


Mr.  Frederick 
Mathews. 
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Ballymena. 
Stpl.  23.  1879. 

Mr.  Frederick 
Mathews. 


that  if  we  reported  in  favour  of  the  electoral  division 
as  the  township  boundary,  it  ■would  only  make  the 
difference  about  a couple  of  thousand  pounds  in  valua- 
tion more  than  you  prepose  1 — There  certainly  would 
not  be  more  than  that  difference. 

45.  Mr.  Robinson. — Taking  your  own  proposed 
boundary,  what  would  be  the  annual  increment  to  the 
town  funds! — About  £88  a year — that  is  taking  the 
approximate  valuation  that  our  surveyor  has  put  upon 
the  land  and  houses  that  we  propose  to  take  in  at  Is. 
in  the  pound.  I.  was  calculating,  to  put  lighting  in 
their  district  would  be  £50 — at  any  rate  not  more  than 
£60  a year. 

46.  Chairman. — How  far  does  the  electoral  division 
extend  round  the  town! — Three-quarters  of  a mile 
on  the  west ; two  miles  on  the  north,  on  the  east  about 
three-quarters  to  one-sixth  of  a mile,  and  on  the 
south  it  touches  the  electoral  division. 

47.  Is  Ballymena  the  market  town  for  all  the  people 
residing  in  the  electoral  division  ? — Yes. 

48.  Have  you  been  living  a long  time  here  ? — All 
my  life. 

49.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  district,  do  all  the 
lauds  in  the  electoral  division  of  Ballymena  derive,  or 
are  they  made  exceptionally  valuable  from  their  prox- 
imity to  the  town  %— I think  so  ; certainly. 

50.  What  would  be  the  relative  value  of  land,  in 
the  furthest  corner  of  the  electoral  division,  as  com- 
pared with  the  same  quality  of  land  two  or  three 
miles  off  ? — I would  not  be  competent  to  give  an 
opinion  upon  that  as  I know  very  little  about  the 
value  of  land,  but  I should  say  that  the  nearer  the 
town  the  more  valuable  the  land  would  be. 

51.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners  considered  this 
question,  whether  the  lands  and  houses  outside  the 
present  boundary,  if  brought  in  should  pay  a 
differential  rate,  if  they  are  not  lit  ? — I never  heard 
that  question  raised. 

52.  Suppose  they  pay  their  full  road  rate  to  you, 
and  that  you  do  not  light  their  district,  what  would 
you  say  to  their  paying  a differential  rate  ? — I never 
heard  the  question  raised,  I was  not  aware  myself 
that  there  was  such  a provision  in  the  law. 

53.  Nor  is  there,  but  we  are  to  inquire  whether  they 
should  be  brought  in  upon  any  and  what  terms,  and 
in  several  places  it  has  been  proposed  to  us  that,  forthe 
present  at  all  events,  districts  outside  the  present 
boundaries  of  towns  if  brought  in,  should  get  the  bene- 
fit of  the  lights  only,  as  far  as  the  town  bounds  as  at 
present,  that  they  should  pay  a differential  rating 
towards  the  town  fimd,  from  the  extensive  benefit 
they  get  from  the  proximity  of  then-  lands  to  the  town, 
and  for  getting  the  benefit  of  the  streets  of  the  town 
which  they  use  so  very  largely  ? — I think  that  would 
oe  a very  good  and  fair  idea,  as  far  as  my  own  know- 
ledge goes. 


54.  Was  that  view  considered  by  the  Town  Com 
missioners? — Ho. 

55.  Can  you  say  if  the  extension  that  the  Town 
Commissioners  have  approved  of,  is  viewed  wit! 
favour  by  the  majority  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  town 1 
—Well,  indeed,  I heard  very  little  on  the  subject.  ] 
•scarcely  heard  anyone  objecting  to  it,  with  the  exrep 
tion  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Leehanmore  Bleaching 
Works.  There  is  one  of  the  ratepayers  in  the  town, 
who  told  me  he  would  produce  evidence  before  you  tc 
try  to  induce  you  to  extend  the  boundary  still  furthei 
in  certain  points. 

56.  Bearing  in  mind  the  desirability  of  adopting 
a weH-defined  boundary,  do  you  think  the  Toto 
Commissioners^  would  include  the  entire  of  the 

townlands  which  are  now  partially  included? } 

heard  the  question  asked  once  or  twice,  seeing  the 
report  of  your  proceedings  elsewhere,  with  reference 
to  this  question  of  the  electoral  division  boundary  being 
made  coterminous  with  our  town  boundary,  and  the 
opinion  expressed  seemed  to  he  against  it. 

57.  Was  that  opinion  grounded  on  this — that  the\ 
were  afraid  they  would  have  to  light  that  area?—] 
believe  it  was,  and  also  there  was  another  point  whicl 


led  to  their  coming  to  that  conclusion,  and  it  was  this 
we  are  going  to  work  to  obtain  a separation  from  the 
county,  but  then  of  course  in  the  larger  boundaries 
more  public  reads  would  be  under  the  management  of 
the  Commissioners. 

58.  But  you  would  get  the  county  cess,  and  anyone 
would  suppose  that  if  they  were  brought  in  they  would 
be  able  to  pay  for  themselves.  If  you  can  save  6 d 
by  the  roads  of  the  town,  you  ought  to  save  a areat 
deal  more  than  that  on  the  rest  of  the  roads  brought  in 
and  those  roads  in  the  borough  should  cost  a great  deal 
more  than  what  the  i-oads  outside  should  cost  • so  that 
if  those  people  have  no  more  taxation  put  upon  them 
they  cannot  expect  to  save  money  by  being  brought 
in.  If  you  do  not  light  them  and  get  the  roads  brought 
in,  you  ought  to  make  money  instead  of  losing  money 
on  the  roads  ? — Yes. 

59.  Mr.  Robinson. — Did  you  say  that  you  think 
the  general  feeling  outside  is  for  an  extension,  or  in 
that  district  proposed  to  be  brought  in,  is  there  a 
feeling  against  being  brought  in  ? — As  I said 
just  now,  I never  heard  a single  expression  of  opinion 
on  the  subject  that  I can  remember  with  the  exception 
I have  stated. 

60.  Have  you  heard  any  of  the  outsiders  object  ? 

I have  not  heard  a word  about  it,  except  in  the  case 
of  the  proprietor  of  the  Leehanmore  Bleach  Works. 

61.  On  what  grounds  do  they  object? — I cannot 
tell ; I never  heard  any  of  then-  reasons,  in  fact  any 
information  I got  was  rather  indefinite. 

62.  Is  this  a large  concern? — It  is,  sir. 

63.  Are  they  just  outside  the  present  boundary  ? — 
Yes. 

64.  Then  they  get  almost  at  their  door  the  benefit 
of  the  lighting  of  the  town  without  paying  anything 
towards  it  ? — The  lighting  goes  out  only  to  the  railway 
station.  That  is  the  nearest  public  point  to  them. 

65.  Is  that  close  to  them  ?— There  is  a long  private 
avenue  leading  down  to  then1  works. 

66.  What  is  the  name  of  the  electoral  division 
immediately  to  the  south  of  Ballymena  ? — Ballyclug. 

67.  Were  the  Town  Commissioners  aware,  at  the 
time  they  agreed  to  propose  this  boundary,  that  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  had  ex- 
pressed their  opinion  that  no  town  should,  if  possible, 
be  in  two  electoral  divisions? — I think  not. 

68.  Because  I see  that  in  your  proposed  boundary 
you  include  a small  portion  of  land  which  is  in  the 
Ballyclug  electoral  division.  Is  there  any  special 
reason  for  including  that  small  portion  ? — I don’t  know 
that  we  proposed  to  go  into  the  Ballyclug  electoral 
division.  I was  not  aware  that  we  did  that  at  all. 

69.  Are  there  any  buildings  there  that  would  in- 
fluence you  in  bringing  it  in?— We  thought  there  was 
some  building-ground  there ; and  another  reason  was 
to  get  down  a road  for  the  new  sewerage  outfall. 

70.  Was  that  the  only  reason  ? — That  was  the 
principal  reason  as  far  as  I can  remember. 

71.  You  left  out  the  union  workhouse,  I see? — 
Yes. 

72.  In  which  directions  are  building  operations 
extending  in  the  town  ? — Along  the  Galgome-road. 

73.  Are  they  going  on  to  any  great  extent  outside 
the  municipal  limits? — Yes ; they  are. 

74.  Is  there  sufficient  ground  within  the  present 
municipal  boundary  available  for  building  ? — Yes  ; 
there  is  a good  deal  of  land  unbuilt  on  within  the  pre- 
sent boundary. 

75.  In  this  proposed  boundary  would  the  arable 
land  that  you  propose  to  bring  in  be  townparks  or 
accommodation  land  ? — Most  of  it  would  be  as  at  pre- 
sent accommodation  lands  for  the  townspeople. 

76.  Chairman. — Therefore,  they  probably  would 
not  object  to  be  brought  in,  because  any  little  addition 
to  the  rates  would  go  in  aid  of  their  own  rates  in  the 
town? — Yes;  just  so. 

77.  Do  the  people  who  carry  on  business  in  the 
town  reside  inside  or  outside  the  town? — The  vast 
majority  reside  in  the  town,  but  a few  have  residences 
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outside.  Rome  are  now  building  residences  outside  the 
_^_re  they  villa  residences? — Those  being  built 

noware^  any  special  reason  for  building  outside 
the  town,  or  is  it  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  town 
taxes?— I think  not.  I think  no  such  idea  entered 
into  their  minds  at  all.  . .. 

80  Are  there  any  improvements  required  tor  the 
town  which  you  would  carry  out  if  you  had  an  in- 
creased income? — Nothing  that  any  increase  like  that 
suggested  would  give  the  Town  Commissioners  the 
means  of  carrying  out. 

81.  If  you  carried  out  any  improvements  would 
they  be  a benefit  to  the  people  you  propose  to  bring 
iaiL Certainly,  they  would. 

82.  Do  you  think  they  would  be  an  advantage  to 
persons  residing  within  the  electoral  division?— I 
would  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that. 

83.  Do  your  markets  take  place  late  in  the  day  ? — 
The  Saturday  market  does. 

84.  So  that  the  people  who  come  into  the  markets 
have  the  advantage  of  the  lights  in  your  town  1 — Yes, 
in  the  winter  months  particularly,  for  it  is  long  after 
the  lamps  are  lit  when  they  leave  the  tow. 

85.  What  is  the  nearest  market  town  to  Ballymena? 

— Antrim.  _ 

86.  How  many  miles  away  is  that  ? — Eight  Irish 
miles. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  hP Mullen,  solicitor,  on  behalf 

of  the  owners  of  the  Leehaumore  Bleach  Works. 

87.  You  say  that  the  reasons  that  the  Town  Com- 
missioners give  for  taking  in  the  Leehanmore  Bleach 
Works  into  the  proposed  extension  is  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  control  of  the  roadway?— No;  it  was  the 
Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners  said  that ; I did 
not  say  it. 

88.  What  benefit  do  the  Town  Commissioners  pro- 
pose to  confer  upon  the  Leehanmore  people ! — The 
usual  benefit  that  is  conferred  upon  all  people  coming 
within  the  area  of  a township. 

89.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  would  give  them 
the  benefit  of  the  lighting?—!  think  so,  along  the 
Galgorne-road. 

90.  Would  you  go  no  nearer  to  them  with  your 
lighting  than  the  Galgorne-road? — I could  not  tell  you. 
I don't  think  they  would  go  nearer  than  the  Galgorne- 
road.  I am  only  speaking  from  my  recollection  of  the 
place. 

91.  Would  you  only  give  them  lighting — you  would 
not  give  them  sewerage  ? — That  would  come  into  the 
sewerage  scheme. 

92.  But  the  sewerage  scheme  has  not  been  approved 
of? — I know  that. 


93.  You  say  that  the  intended  increase,  or  at  least 
the  proposed  increase  in  the  valuation  of  the  laud 
would  be  £761  ? — Yes. 

94.  And  of  houses  £1,010  ? — Yes. 

95.  How  much  of  that  increase  would  the  Leehan- 
more people  contribute  if  they  were  brought  in? — The 
present  valuation  of  the  Leehanmore  Works  is  £130. 
and  £220  on  forty-five  acres  of  land. 

9G.  And  in  return  for  what  they  would  pay  on  that 
you  would  only  give  them  lighting  upon  the  Galgorne- 
road? — And  any  other  advantages  they  would  derive 
from  their  junction  with  the  town. 

97.  What  other  advantages  ? — I could  not  say. 

9S.  Mr.  Robinson Would  you  tax  them  for  the 

advantages  they  now  enjoy  1 — Tliat  would  be  a very 
material  item.  They  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  the 
town  from  being  close  to  the  town. 

99.  Mr.  M‘ Mullen. — How  do  they  enjoy  any  ad- 
vantages? Don’t  you  think  the  proximity  of  the 
Green  to  the  town  confers  greater  advantages  upon 
the  town  than  the  town  confers  upon  it  1 — I cannot 
see  how  that  would  be. 

100.  Do  you  think  that  the  same  land,  if  occupied 
for  building  purposes,  would  be  as  valuable  as  if 
occupied  for  bleach  green  purjioses  ? — As  valuable  to 
whom  ? 

101.  To  anyone  ? — The  owner  would  get  more  money 
for  it  for  building  purposes,  I should  say. 

102.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  find  the  land  three 

times  more  valuable  for  bleach  green  purposes  ? — If  you 
say  so,  I would  not  be  surprised ; I know  nothing 
about  it.  1 

103.  Is  the  land  let  for  building  on  the  Galgorne- 
road  at  £5  an  acre  ?— Yes,  I know  one  case,  at  all 
events,  that  pays  £5. 

104.  Has  the  same  land  been  let  in  close  proximity 
to  the  bleach  works  on  the  Galgorne-road  /—Yes. 

105.  Did  you  ever  hear  how  much  it  was  let  for  1 — 


Dauvxln*. 
.•iept.  S3, 16JS. 

Mr.  Frederick 
.Mathews. 


106.  It  is  above  £10?  — I have  not  the  least 
idea. 

107.  Tf  you  had  the  control  over  the  lower  portion 
of  the  ground,  that  is  down  towards  the  site  of  the 
proposed  sewerage  tanks,  would  that  for  your  present 
purposes  be  sufficient] — How  do  you  mean  “for our 
present  purposes  ?” 

108.  Do  you  want  the  control  over  the  entire 

works  ?— I don’t  know  what  you  mean  about  wanting 
any  “ control’’  The  Town  Commissioners  want  to 
extend  the  boundaries  in  order  to  make  the  area  ot 
taxation  larger.  „ , , 

109.  If  vou  take  in  the  Leehanmore  Works,  tor 
what  reason  do  you  take  them  in,  and  exclude  the 
buildings  and  houses  on  the  south  side  of  the  road 
X cannot  answer  that  question. 


Mr.  Robert  Simpson  examined. 


Mr.  Rntert 


110.  Chairman. — Are  you  the  Chairman  of  the 
Town  Commissioner's  ? — Yes,  for  about  three  years. 

111.  Have  you  considered  the  question  of  the  ex- 
tension of  the  boundary  ? — We  have. 

112.  -Db  you  and  the  Town  Commissioners  consider 
it  desirable  that  the  boundary  should  he  extended  ? — 
Yes. 

113.  Can  you  say  whether  or  not  it  is  the  feeling 
of  the  ratepayers  of  the  town,  as  well  as  the  Town 
Commissioners,  that  some  extension  is  desirable  ? — 
Any  of  them  that  I met  with  agree  with  me. 

1 14.  Do  you  approve  of  the  boundaries  as  marked 
on  this  map  with  the  black  line  ? — Yes. 

115.  Have  you  considered,  supposing  the  boundary 
was  extended  so  as  to  take  in  the  whole  of  the  electoral 
division,  whether  it  would  he  fair  and  right  to  bring 
in  the  persons  outside  the  present  boundary  on  a 
differential  rate,  and  not  to  give  them  the.  benefit  of 
the  lighting  for  the  present — I mean  until  you  would 
be  able  to  light  them?  — I am  in  favour  of  that  sup- 
posing we  got  separated  from  the  county ; so  that  we 


rould  be  able  to  give  the  people  xn  the  electoral 
livision,  outside  the  present  boundary,  equal  terms  to 
vhat  they  are  at  present  getting  from  the  county. 

116.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  the  present 
joundary  and  the  proposed  boundary  put  under  the 
nanagement  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  and  taken 
iwftY  from  the  county  1 — Yes. 

117.  Would  a saving  be  effected  by  that  ?— les,we 

vou  of  opinion  that  a saving  would  be 
iffected  "even  supposing  there  would  be  no  alteration 
>f  the  boundary  ?— Yes.  _ _ 

T 19  Is  it  then  your  opinion  that  if  youvrere  taken 
iwavfrom  the  county  the  boundary;  should  be  increased 
to  the  whole  of  the  electoral  division^and  that 
should  not,  for  the  present,  be  leqwMd  to  light  tb 
■ (1,0  present  boundary,  and  that  tne 

to  the  outside  district  should  not  be  required 

p»y  half  He  improvement  rate,  uni  the  mhole  county 
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Ballymena,  cess,  supposing  that  half  the  present  improvement 
Sept.  23,  1873.  rate  ■would  not  increase  their  present  taxation.  My 
Mr.  Robert  reason  for  answering  in  that  way  is,  that  I don’t  know 
Simpson.  that  the  outside  portion  of  the  electoral  division  would 
be  much  benefited — they  might  be  slightly — by  their 
connexion  with  the  town. 

120.  Can  you  say  if  the  land  in  the  furthest  corner 
of  the  electoral  division  is  more  valuable  than  land  of 
similar  quality  three  miles  away  from  the  town  1 — I 
believe  that  farms  close  to  the  town  bring  more  money 
than  farms  further  off. 

121.  Is  that  from  their  proximity  to  the  town  ? — 
Yes. 

122.  Then  that  is  an  advantage  both  to  the  land- 
loi'd  and  the  tenant  ? — Yes,  to  both. 

123.  Do  you  consider  it  fair  that  both  the  landlord 
and  the  tenant  should  contribute  something  towards 
keeping  up  the  town  which  makes  their  land  more 
valuable1! — I think  they  should,  where  the  land  is 
in  close  proximity  to  the  town. 

124.  Is  the  land  within  the  whole  of  the  electoral 
division  here  exceptionally  valuable  in  your  opinion 
from  its  proximity  to  the  town  ? — Yes. 

125.  Suppose  you  brought  that  land  in  at  half  the 
improvement  rate,  which  would  be  putting  at  the 
maximum  sixpence  upon  the  valuation,  and  that  the  six- 
pence was  divided  between  the  landlord  and  tenant, 
do  you  think  it  would  be  fair  to  make  them  pay  the 
sixpence  between  them,  when  their  land  derives  ex- 
ceptional value  from  their  proximity  to  the  town? 
— I don’t  know  that  I can  answer  that  question.  I 
think  they  should  be  brought  in,  but  only  on  the  terms 
that  we  get  a separation  from  the  county. 

126.  Suppose  you  do  not  get  that  separation,  would 
you  think  it  fair  to  make  a landlord,  who  derives 
such  exceptional  benefit  for  his  land  from  its  prox- 
imity to  the  town,  pay  threepence  in  the  pound  to 
the  rates  of  that  town,  and  also  to  make  the  tenant 
pay  threepence  1 — I don’t  know  that  the  land  on  the 
outside  of  the  electoral  division,  except  where  it  is  in 
close  proximity  to  a town,  such  as  Ballymena,  is  of 
such  value  as  that  its  landlord  and  tenant  should  come 
in  and  pay  sixpence. 

127.  Within  the  electoral  division  does  the  land 
derive  exceptional  benefit,  and  does  it  bring  anincreased 
market  value  ? — I think  it  is  of  more  value. 

12S.  Is  it  to  the  extent  of  sixpence  in  the  pound  on 
the  valuation  ?— I think  if  I had  a farm  within  two 
miles  from  Ballymena,  and  a farm  five  or  six  miles 
out,  or  even  four  or  five  mile3  away,  I would  rather 
pay  sixpence  in  the  pound  to  the  town  rates,  than  have 
a farm  of  equal  value  that  distance  away. 

129.  Can  you  say  from  your  knowledge  of  Bally- 
mena, what  is  the  market  value  of  land  in  the  electoral 
division,  as  compared  with  the  same  quality  of  land 
further  away  1 — I could  not  answer  that  question. 

130.  Mr.  Robinson. — Do  you  consider  that  the 
fact  of  land  being  more  valuable  owing  to  its  prox- 
imity to  the  town,  is  of  advantage  to  the  tenant  on 
whom  the  municipal  rates  are  assessed,  as  the  law  at 
present  stands? — Yes,  I do. 

131.  What  advantage  does  the  tenant  derive  from 
the  land  bemg  more  valuable  1— He  gets  a better  price 
for  Ins  crops  when  he  is  nearer  the  market,  and  has 
that  market  at  his  door. 

132.  But  he  has  to  pay  a higher  rent? — Yes,  he 
pays  a higher  rent  for  town  parks. 

133.  Chairman. — As  the  law  stands  at  present  he 
would  pay  a fourth  if  in  the  township,  and  that  is  con- 
sidered too  little  by  many  people.  If  half  of  that  was 
thrown  on  the  landlord,  and  half  on  the  tenant,  they 
would l each  only  pay  three  halfpence  in  the  pound? 
—I  think  they  would  each  get  very  good  value  for 
that  taxation,  added  to  which  we  would  be  able  to  save 
for  them  sixpence  in  the  pound  on  the  roads,  if  we 
got  the  management  of  them. 

1 34.  The  sixpence  they  would  thus  save  would  more 
than  pay  for  then-  rates,  even  if  they  had  to  pay  one 
halfpenny,  so  that  they  would  not  be  a bit  worse,  but 
m fact,  better  off? — That  would  be  so  if  our  calculations 


were  correct ; but  those  calculations  cannot  bp 
garded  as  perfectly  correct  without  knowing  Ww 
actual  expenditure  for  keeping  up  the  roads°woul,I  U 
135.  From  your  knowledge  of  that  district 
taking  the  case  of  gentlemen  residing  iu  that  distri  f 
do  they  derive  benefit  to  the  extent  of  sLxpence  in  th  ’ 

pound  from  their  proximity  to  the  town  ? X thy, 

they  do,  by  getting  the  town  properly  cleaned  and 
flagged,  and  coming  in  to  make  their  purchases 
130  Do  they  derive  m your  op™,  tie  n 
benefit  as  the  people  of  the  town  themselves  ?— They 


137.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  taking  in  the 
whole  of  the  electoral  division? — In  drawing  this  line 
for  the  present  boundary,  we  kept  in  view  probable 
building-ground. 

138.  I understand  that  was  taken  in  view  of  chaw- 
mg  building-ground  the  full  rate  ; but  we  put  the 
question  as  to  a differential  rate.  Suppose  that  there 
was  a differential  rate,  and  you  were  not  obliged  to 
light  the  district,  because  at  first  you  might  not  be 
able,  on  account  of  the  taxation  you  would  get  from 
them,  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  mains,  would  there  be 
any  objection  to  the  Town  Commissioners  managing 
the  entiie  district,  and  would  you  think  it  right  that 
they  should  pay  half  the  rate?— I don’t  think  there 
would  be,  and  I think  that  would  be  fair. 

139.  If  you  got  the  roads  over  all  the  electoral 
division  would  you  not  be  able,  with  one  staff,  to 
manage  them  cheaper,  and  save  the  ratepayers  in  that 
outside  district  at  least  sixpence  in  the  pound  ?— Yes ; 
but  I think  that  the  occupiers  residing  in  the  outer 
portions  of  the  electoral  division  would  object  to  be 
brought  in  except  we  can  show  them  that  they  would 
lose  nothing  by  being  brought  in. 

140.  There  lias  been  a strong  feeling  that  the  people 
close  to  the  town  have  no  right  to  put  on  the  rate- 
payers  of  the  town  altogether  the  cost  of  keeping  up 
that  town  which  they  so  largely  use,  and  derive  so  much 
benefit  from,  from  day  to  day ; and  it  is  said,  why 
should  they  not  pay  something  towards  keeping  the 
town  up  ? Do  you  agree  in  that  opinion ! — Quite  so. 

141.  Mr.  Robinson. — Are  you  in  favour  of  including 
arable  laud  within  the  town  ? — Yes. 

142.  "Would  you  give  the  owners  of  that  land  any 
exti-a  benefit  beyond  what  they  now  enjoy? — I would 
bring  them  in  for  the  general  improvement  of  the 
town. 


143.  Does  the  town  need  improvement  to  which 
you  would  apply  this  increased  income  ? — The  present 
rate  is  scarcely  sufficient  to  keep  up  the  town. 

144.  Do  not  these  people,  coming  into  the  town, 
confer  advantages  on  the  town  ? — They  do. 

145.  Do  not  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  their  agri- 
cultural produce  find  their  way  into  the  pockets  of  the 
ratepayers,  and  help  to  support  the  town  to  a certain 
extent? — We  are  an  agricultural  community  here  to  a 
great  extent,  so  that  the  markets  are  more  or  less 
supported  by  the  people  outside. 

146.  Is  the  town  properly  sewered,  according  to 
your  view?— No. 

147.  Chairman. — Would  it  be  an  advantage,  at  all 
events,  for  the  gentry  immediately  outside  the  town, 
that  the  town  should  be  properly  sewered? — Yes. 

148.  And  that  all  the  sanitary  arrangements  should 
he  made  better? — Yes,  it  would. 

149.  Then  would  it  be  right,  in  your  opinion,  that 
they  should  contribute  something  towards  the  sewerage 
and  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  town  ? — I consider 
that  they  should. 

150.  Mr.  Robinson. — Do  you  consider  that  the  im- 
provement of  the  town  would  be  an  advantage  to  the 
people  outside  ? — I do. 

151.  Does  your  proposed  boundary,  as  represented 
on  the  map,  include  any  property  of  the  farming  class 
who  have  not  got  property  in  the  town  ? — It  does  not. 

152.  Chairman. — Do  you  mean  that  there  are  no 
farmers  in  the  district  besides  those  who  have  resi- 
dences or  property  in  the  town  ? — No. 

153.  Mr.  Robinson. — Within  the  proposed  boundary 
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T m talkiu<*  of  1 — In  tlie  proposed  boundary  there  are 
1 **  farmers’  residences  that  I remember.  All  the  land 
Jfhdd  hv  the' people  of  the  town,  as  far  as  I know 
154  Is  there  any  reason  why  this  portion  of  the 
electoral  division  of  BaUyclug  should  not  be  left  out ; 

• is  there  any  special  reason  why  that  portion  should 
Je  brought  in  l-If  we  are  enabled  to  carry  out  the 
seweroge  scheme,  there  is  a road  down  there  leading 
lown  from  the  county-road  across  into  where  the  pro- 
posed  outfall  trill  1*.  It  tvonlil  save  tl,o  ratepayers  “ 
‘ oreat  deal  by  including  this  road ; imd,  therefore, 
on  making  out  the  proposed  extension,  the  Town  Com- 
missioners took  tliat  portion  in. 


loo.  Then  you  consider  it  of  importance  that  this 
piece  should  be  included  1— Yes,  I do;  that  is.  if  they 
carry  out  the  sewerage  scheme. 

156.  Where  will  the  sewerage  go  to  ? — It  is  to  he 
drawn  away  after  being  purified. 

157.  Could  you  not  cany  out  the  scheme  without 
that  ? — It  could  not  be  done  so  cheaply.  I believe  it 
would  be  a great  saving  of  money  to  get  in  there  and 
cart  it  away.  It  would  save  making  a new  road. 

158.  I see  you  have  taken  in  one  portion  of  the 
boundary  on  the  west  where  there  is  a railway  ; what 
railway  is  tlmfc? — The  Cushendall  Railway. 


i‘- ALIA  MESA. 
Sept.  23,  1STSI. 
Mr.  Robert 


Mr.  W.  A.  Young  examined. 


Mr.  IV.  A. 
Y„uiig. 


159.  Chairman. — Do  you  see  any  objection  to  taking 
in  the' electoral  division  ?— I can  mention  an  objec- 
tion though  you  would  take  in  a large  number  of 
houses  by  doing  that.  You  would  take  in  a great 
deal  of  property  on  the  north  of  the  town,  and  leave 
out  a great  deal  more  valuable  property  on  the  south 
tliat  is  nearer  to  the  town  itself. 

160.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  town  was  extended 
so  as  to  include  the  electoral  division,  the  people  re- 
siding in  it  derive  such  advantage  from  their  prox- 
imity to  the  town,  that,  at  all  events,  a fourth  of  the 
taxation  would  not  press  unduly  upon  them?— I think 

161.  Wliat  would  you  say  to  one  half? — That  would 
Iks  worse.  I think  they  are  entitled  to  pay  a certain 
proportion. 


162.  Suppose  the  rate  was  one-half,  and  that  was 
divided  between  the  landlord  and  tenant,  the  incre- 
ment would  he  paid  by  the  landlord  and  cot  by  the 
tenant  ? - -(No  answer). 

163.  Is  the  extension  required  to  increase  the  funds 
of  the  Town  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  effecting 
some  improvements  that  are  required  in  the  town  ? — 
Yes ; and  to  bring  in  buildings  we  have  no  control  over. 
There  are  a great  many  buildings  being  erected  that 
we  have  no  control  over. 

1C  4.  Suppose  offences  are  committed  in  the  union 
workhouse,  where  are  they  tried  ? — Before  the  county 
magistrates. 

165.  Where  are  the  nearest  petty  sessions  ? — In  the 
town  of  Ballymena. 


Mr.  Simpson  cross-examined. 


166.  Mr.  M‘ Mullen. — You  say  that  in  forming  the 
proposed  boundary — in  laying  it  down — it  was  with 
the  view  of  taking  in  principally  building  ground  ?— 
That  was  one  of  the  objects. 

167.  I suppose  that  was  the  primary  and  leading 
object  ? — That,  and  taking  in  buildings  that  have  been 
built  and  that  have  been  receiving  benefits  from  the 
town. 

168.  Is  the  north  side  of  the  Galgome-road  move 
occupied  with  buildings,  and  more  likely  to.  be 
occupied,  than  the  southern  side? — At  present  it  is 
more  occupied. 

169.  In  your  present  extension  you  have  left  out 
the  greater  portion  of  the  northern  side  of  the 
Galgome-road,  and  the  buildings  on  it.  Have  you 
taken  as  much  on  the  north  side  as  on  the  southern 
side  of  the  road?— I think  so. 

170.  Do  you  think  the  Leehanmore  grounds,  on  the 
southern  side  of  the  Galgornie-road,  are  as  likely  to 
he  building  ground  as  the  laud  on  the  northern  side  ? 
—I  do,  up  to  that  point. 

171.  And  you  think  that  almost  the  entire  of  the 
laud  of  the  Leehanmore  Bleach  Works  will  be  build- 
ing ground? — I do  not,  at  least  immediately.  I do 
not  believe  they  will. 

172.  I presume,  you  would  say.  that  the  land 
occupied  at  present  by  the  Leehanmore  Bleach  Works 
on  the  southern  side  of  the  road  are  more  likely  to  he 
occupied  sooner  than  the  lands  further  away  ? I 
think  so. 

173.  So  then,  that  primary  ground  would  not  app*y 
to  the  lower  portion  of  the  grounds  of  the  Leehanmore 
Bleach  Works? — It  would  not  at  present. 

174.  Have  you  any  other  object,  in  bringing  in  the 
lower  section  of  the  Leehanmore  Works,  than  the  one 
you  have  already  mentioned? — None,  more  than 
taking  in  the  Leehanmore  property  within  the 
boundary,  because  they  should,  in  my  opinion,  pay 
their  fair  share  of  the  rates  where  they  receive  such 
benefits  from  the  town. 

175.  And  because  they  have  a high  valuation  they 
would  contribute  a large  amount? — In  point  of  fact, 
in  drawing  cut  the  boundary  we  never  considered  who 


vas  inside  or  who  outside  of  it.  We  were  anxious  to 
jet  a defined  boundary. 

176.  Don’t  you  know  that  the  land  used  for  bleaching 
mrposes  is  more  valuable  than  land  used  for  building 
mrposes  ?— If  you  asked  my  judgment  as  representing 
;he  Commissioners,  I could  not  answer  the  question ; 
nit  if  I was  asked  my  own  opinion,  I would  say  that 
juilding  ground  would  he  more  valuable.  That  is  my 

Would  you  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the 
amis  on  lease  at  Leehanmore  are  bringing  in  three 
times  as  much  as  building  ground  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  ? — I don’t  know  indeed.  Will  that  hind  be 
bringing  a rent  as  much  as  the  building  ground ! 

178  Yes,  let  upon  leases  as  long  us  you  like. 
With  regard  to  the  lighting,  would  you  propose  to 
light  the  Leehanmore.  property  any  nearer  than  the 
Galgome-road? — I think  not. 

179  By  an  extension  of  the  lighting  along  tin 
Galgome-road,  would  you  confer  a benefit  upon  the 
Leehanmore  Works  greater  than  what  they  non 
receive?— Yes.  People  going  to  the  works  would 

have  the  benefit  of  the  lighting. 

ISO  Don’t  you  know  that  the  lighting  goes  as  tai- 
ns the  railway  station,  at  present,  which  is  quite  close 
to  the  entrance  to  the  Leehanmore  W orks  t— 1 clou  t 
know  how  near  it  is.  ...... 

181  Probably  the  Commissioners  think  they  ua\e 
enjoyed  that  benefit  quite  long  enough  1—1  es ; that 
is  what  we  do  think.  ......  e 

ISO  Would  you  make  them  pay  for  the  lighting  ot 
part  of  the  Galgome-road,  although  it  is  a consider, 
able  distance  from  their  averts!-!  avonld  not  mote 
them  pay  for  it.  . . , , T 

183.  But  if  you  brought  them  m you  would . I 
think  if  they  are  brought  in  they  should  have  to  jay 
their  fan-  portion  of  the  rates  the  same  as  the  others 

184.  The  full  amount! — Yes;  the  same  as  the 

others,  from  their  situation. 

18s!  Yon  think  that  if  they  ura  brought  nr. the; 
should  be  rated  the  same  as  business  houses  m the  - 
idle  of  the  town!—' Yes,  such  a valuable  property 
as  you  say  it  is.  j q 
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185.  Do  you  think  it  confers  a greater  benefit  upon 
the  town  tliau  the  town  upon  the  bleach-works  ? — I 
think  the  benefit  is  mutual.  I think  it  is.  There  is 
benefit  derived  from  the  bleach-worlcs  by  the  town,  and 
benefit  by  the  bleach-works  from  the  town. 

186.  Could  they  not  exist  if  there  was  no  town 
there  at  all! — They  would  require  some  place  for  their 
people  to  live  in. 

187.  Could  not  they  live  without  the  town  at  alii — 
I don’t  know  how  1 could  answer  that  question. 
They  ai-e  the  better  of  getting  their  supplies  from 
Ballymena. 


Mr.  Young — I wish  to  say  that  Leekanmn™ 
within  the  line  of  boundary  that  we  marked  m f ^ 
there  are  other  places  nearly  as  valuable  as  LeeW,’  aUd 
that  come  in  within  that  boundary.  There  iJ * °re 
house  that  comes  in.  0ff11 

1SS  Hr  HOBIMOK.-Thm  pl0 
yourself? — Yes ; because  it  comes  fairly  with;n  « 
boundary.  I would  be  very  glad  to  do  so.  ^ ^ 

189.  Do  you  own  it  in  fee  or  are  you  subiect  u 
rent? — I am  the  owner  in  fee.  At  present  I en'  ° 
the  benefit  of  the  town  and  pay  very  little  taxes  ^ 


Mr.  Alexander 
Carulh. 


Mr.  Alexander  Caroth  examined. 


190.  Chairman. — How  long  have  you  been  a Town 
Commissioner  ? — For  nearly  twenty  years. 

191.  "Was  there  much  addition  made  at  the  time 
of  the  extension  of  the  original  bounds? — Not  very 
much. 

192.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  town  for  the  last 
twenty  years,  do  yon  think  it  would  be  desirable  that 
there  should  be  now  an  increase  of  the  boundary  ? — 
Yes ; but  to  what  extent  is  a question. 

193.  Are  you  aware  of  the  value  of  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town  ? — I should  say  so,  for  I am  a 
solicitor  practising  here  for  the  last  twenty-five  years. 

194.  W hat  is  the  value  of  land  at  the  northern 
portion  of  the  electoral  division  as  compared  with  land 
of  a similar  quality  three  or  four  miles  off? — Do  you 
mean  as  rent  or  as  purchase. 

195.  As  rent? — Where  people  living  in  the  town 
send  their  cattle  to  townparks  within  a radius  of  a 
mile  of  Ballymena,  they  would  let  at  one-third  more 
rent  than  land  which  is  three  or  four  miles  away. 

196.  Have  you  seen  the  boundary  that  is  proposed 
by  the  Town  Commissioners,  this  black  line  on  the 
map  ? — I have  not  examined  it,  but  1 know  pretty 
accurately  what  it  is  intended  to  be. 

197.  Would  you  say  that  that  would  be  a fair  ex- 
tension ? — I think  that  in  one  direction  they  scarcely 
go  far  enough.  I would  be  rather  disposed  to  go  a 
little  farther. 

198.  In  which  direction?— I think  upon  the  Gal- 

gorme-road ; in  that  direction  the  line  that  they  have 
taken  may  be  an  accurate  one,  but  I would  have  gone 
farther-.  ° 


1 9 9 . The  difficulty  we  are  under  is,  that  except  there 
is  some  overwhelming  reason  we  ought  not  to  propose 
an  extension  in  that  direction  beyond  the  present 
electoral  division.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  pro- 
posal to  make  land  pay  half  the  town  rates,  and  to 
divide  that  half  between  the  landlord  and  tenant,  that 
is  on  the  principle  that  they  both  derive  exceptional 
benefit  from  having  the  land  used  as  a market  garden, 
and  townparks,  so  near- the  town,  and  that  the  land- 
lord who  gets  a high  rent  should  contribute  somethin^ 
towards  the  keeping  up  of  the  town  which  enables  the 
tenant  to  pay  that  rent,  and  that  the  tenant  should 
pay  half  also,  because  he  has  the  market  at  his  door 
and  has  a greater  profit  than  he  would  have  elsewhere  ? 
— there  is  not  much  of  that  sort  of  thing  here,  market 
gardens  and  so  on.  The  outside  land  is  principally 
townparks  In  the  direction  of  the  electoral  division 

200.  If  the  landlord  gets  a third  more  rent  on 


account  of  the  land  being  townparks,  it  would  appear 
not  unreasonable  to  say  that  lie  should  pay  one-fourth 
of  the  town  rate  for  keeping  up  the  town.  Besides 
that,  would  you  think  it  desirable  to  have  the  place 
under  one  undivided  management? — I don’t  like  the 
boundary  of  the  electoral  division  exactly. 

201.  If  possible  we  would  like  to  follow  the  boundary 
of  the  electoral  division?— If  it  is  to  be  that  wav  I 
don’t  see  any  great  objection  to  including  this  portion 
of  the  electoral  division,  because,  undoubtedly,  the 
land  is  valuable  for  building  purposes.  At  Brockla- 
mont,  I built  my  own  house  there,  and  there  is  more 
building-ground  outside  there. 

202.  Supposing  the  electoral  division  boundary  is 
followed  up  there,  would  you  see  any  objection  to  Mow 
the  electoral  division  boundary  in  the  other  place  ?— 
No,  in  the  view  you  have  put  I would  see  no  objec- 
tion, particularly  by  carrying  out  the  scheme  that  the 
management  of  the  roads  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
Town  Commissioners,  if  we  could  get  a separation. 

203.  Do  you  think  that  desirable? — Yes.  If  the 
Town  Commissioners  do  not  have  to  light  the  whole  of 
these  roads. 

20-1.  No  one  would  dream  of  saying  that  they  should 
light  the  whole  of  the  roads  out  to  the  end  of  the 
electoral  division,  because  it  would  not  pay  them?— 
Yes. 

205.  They  are  lit  up  to  a certain  distance,  and  when 
they  get  out  into  the  country  roads  they  would  not 
require  lights  ? — Yes. 

206.  Would  you  consider  it  desirable  to  have  the 
electoral  division  included  in  order  to  have  one  scheme 
for  the  sewerage  of  the  town  and  district? — If  that 
boundary  is  found  most  suitable  of  course  it  would  be 
most  desirable  to  have  it,  and  in  the  carrying  out  of  any 
sewerage  scheme' wherever  the  wovksconnected  with  the 
sewerage  are  they  should  he  within  the  municipal  boun- 
dary,  because  it  would  afford  facilities  for  taking  the 
land  which  they  cannot  take  outside  the  boundary  with- 
out going  to  extra  expense,  and,  therefore,  to  have  all 
the  land  they  would  require  for  such  a purpose  inside 
the  boundary  would  be  a saving  of  expense. 

207.  If  the  electoral  division  boundary  was  adopted 
there  would  be  no  practical  difficulty  in  the  way,  the 
only  question  might  be  the  making  a road  which  would 
cost  a little  more  if  it  was  made  within  the  electoral 
division  instead  of  outside  it  ? 

Mr.  Young. — That  would  be  a considerable  cost. 
There  is  a difference  of  opinion  as  to  where  the  out- 
fall should  be.  We  want  it  here  (pointing  to  map), 
the  Local  Government  Board  want  it  here  at  Spencers- 
town. 


Mr.  Mathews. 


208.  Chairman.— What  is 
the  portion  of  Ballyclug  that 


Mr.  Mathews 
i the  quantity  of  land  in 
you  propose  to  take  in — 


re-examined. 

what  townland  is  it  in? — Bailee,  and  the  extent  is 
755  acres. 


Mr.  Samuel 
M'Kay. 


_ Mr.  Samuel  M‘Kay  examined, 

I am.  Th'ere  are^^OT-Aa+^rv^6  P™Pose^. extension  I boundary,  and  they  derive  all  the  benefit  of  the  town 

ij i fr  the  present  bmindnrv  wv  v oases  just  adjoin-  of  the  lighting,  and  cleansing  of  it,  and  they  have  the 

out  They  are  onlv  a few  r.A  f ^ deav“2  Post  °®ce>  and  transact  their  business  in  the  town  till 

out.  key  aie  only  a few  perches  from  the  present  same  as  we  do  who  live  in  it. 
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210.  Iu  the  proposed  extension  by  the  Town  Com- 
missioners would  those  houses  be  included? — They 
would  not,  but  by  taking  in  the  electoral  division  they 
would. 

211.  Are  you  in  favour  of  taking  in  the  electoral 
division  ? — I am  ; for  instance,  on  the  Ballymena  line 

- seven  years  ago  there  was  ground  let  at  the  rate  of 
and  at  present  that  ground  is  letting  at  2s.  a 
foot  as  building  ground. 

212.  Would  that  ground  be  taken  in  ? — Yes  ; and 
the  houses  built  upon  it,  and  a small  portion  of  the 
railway  would  be,  but  not  far  enough. 

213.  Do  you  think  it  would,  be  fair  to  bring  in  the 
whole  of  the  electoral  division  ? — I do. 

211.  Would  the  town  farms  and  arable  laud  which 
are  benefited  by  the  town  be  token  in? — Yes ; I have 
one  myself  of  1 1 or  12  acres. 

215.  Would  you  object  to  be  taken  in,  and  pay  your 
portion  ? — I would  not. 

216.  Is  the  land  more  valuable  on  account  of  its 
proximity  to  the  town  ? — Yes ; it  realizes  .£3  an  acre 
as  townparks. 


-1 1.  At  all  events  is  it  more  valuable  than  if  it  was  Ballymena. 
two  or  three  miles  off  1 — Lord  Wavenevis  lettinrr  such  Ac*-  A is<». 
land  at  the  present  moment  at  £2  15*-.'au  acre.  Tts  far  xr  ‘ — 
as  I can  learn,  and  he  would  not  get  that  if  the  land  M^Kay.mU 
was  farther  off.  I think  he  is  only  getting  about  10i. 
an  acre  about  three  miles  off  There  is  another  piint 
—though," perhaps,  it  is  not  within  the  scope  of  your 
inquiry  to  consider — and  that  is  with  regard  to  the 
county  cess  here.  If  a house  is  vacant  we  are  bound 
to  pay  county  cess  for  it.  I think  while  it  is  not  pro- 
ductive we  have  a right  to  get  it  off. 

218.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  taking  over  from 
the  coiuity  the  management  of  the  roads  ? — I certainly 
would.  As  we  are  now  situated  Ihe  Commissioners 
expend  portion  of  the  rate  in  cleansing  the  streets, 
whereas  the  Act  of  1S5-1  states  that  nothing  shall  !«_■ 
taken  off  the  county  in  that  way  unless  by  agreement. 

Therefore  we  pay  a local  rate  for  cleansing  the  streets, 
and  we  pay  county  cess  also.  I think  the  roads  ad- 
joining the  town  are  kept  in  better  order  and  cleaner 
than  some  of  our  streets  are.  I do  not  think  we 
should  pay  for  the  one  work  twice. 


Mr.  Joseph  Gilmore  examined. 


219.  You  are  one  of  the  partners  in  this  concern  of 
the  Leehanmore  Works  ? — Yes. 

220.  How  many  hands  have  you  at  work  there  ? — 
About  seventy. 

221.  Do  they  live  iu  the  town,  or  elsewhere  ? — They 
live  in  various  places — some  in  the  town,  some  at 
Harryville,  some  at  Harkill,  and  some  at  other 
places. 

222.  Is  not  Harryville  in  the  boundary  ? — Yes,  it  is 
part  of  Ballymena. 

223.  Do  you  object  to  being  brought  within  the 
town  boundary  ? — I object,  if  it  is  going  to  be  made 
so  small  as  what  is  talked  of  at  present. 

224.  Would  you  object  if  the  whole  electoral 
division  is  token  in  ? — I would  not. 

225.  Do  you  think  an  extension  of  the  town  is 
desirable? — I cannot  say.  It  is  not  at  all  desirable 
to  us.  We  can  do  very  well  without  it.  We  derive 
no  benefit  whatever. 

226.  Chairman. — From  being  close  to  the  town? — 
Not  the  slightest.  We  have  our  railway  to  bring  in 
the  stuff  to  us,  and  to  take  it  away  again. 

227.  Don’t  your  work-people  use  the  town  largely? 
— Yes,  but  I think  our  wages  are  spent  in  the  town. 

228.  To  get  to  the  railway  station  must  you  not 
use  a portion  of  the  town  ? — No,  sir. 

229.  You  must,  because  the  railway  station  itself 
is  some  little  distance  from  the  town? — We  go  by  the 
Galgorne-voad  to  go  to  the.  station — up  the  avenue. 

230.  If  you  had  not  the  town  of  Ballymena  you 
would  not  probably  have  a station  there  at  all,  or  the 
railway  there,  if  you  push  the  matter  a bit  furthev  ? — 
I think  there  is  something  in  that. 

231.  Would  you  he  satisfied  if  tire  whole  of  the 
electoral  division  is  brought  in? — Yes.  There  are 
a few  who  should  be  brought  in.  I have  not  a list  of 
them.  Mr.  Montgomery  should  be  brought  in. 

232.  Mi-.  Montgomery  is  in  another  electoral 
division  which  we  cannot  touch  ? — I hear  that  Mr. 
Cai-uth  and  Messrs.  Casement  are  also  in  the  other 
electoral  divisions. 

233.  Would  you  think  it  fair  to  the  people  of  Bally- 
mena that  the  town  should  he  extended  so  as  to 
comprise  the  entire  of  the  electoral  division  ? — I don’t 
know  about  the  fairness  of  it ; they  want  it  because  it 
will  make  their  rates  cheaper. 

234.  Suppose  there  is  this  differential  rate  on  arable 
land,  that  is  one-half,  and  that  that  half  is  divided 
between  the  landlord  and  tenant  ? — I think  that  would 
be  fair. 

235.  Would  you  consider  it  of  advantage  to  your 
place  if  the  sanitary  condition  of  Ballymena  was 
improved,  and  proper  sewerage  made  ? — It  would. 

236.  Would  it,  in  your  opinion,  be  much  better  to 


have  it  all  under  one  management — that  of  the  Urban 
Sanitary  Authority,  and  that  they  should  have  the 
management  of  the  roads  of  the  entire  district,  and 
the  management  of  the  town  ? — I think  so. 

237.  Mr.  M 'Mullen. — To  the  present  proposed 
extension  would  you  offer  any  objection?— Yes,  we 
do  not  like  it. 

238.  On  what  grounds  ? Do  you  consider  that  it 
would  confer  any  benefit  upon  you  for  the  money  they 
would  receive  annually  out  of  you  in  rates  ? — I do  not 
know  of  any. 

239.  I believe  the  lighting  would  not  be  brought 
nearer  than  at  present  1 — No,  it  would  not  be  of  any 
use  to  us. 

240.  What  benefit  will  it  confer  on  the  Leehanmore 
Works  unless  they  take  away  the  sewerage  which  at 
present  flows  into  the  works  ? — That  would  save  us  a 
great  deal  of  loss.  They  dirty  our  water  sometimes, 
and  it  is  sometimes  in  a filthy  state,  and  we  have  to 
re-wash  the  cloth  again. 

241.  I understand  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Com- 
missioners no  longer  to  allow  it  to  deposit  at  your 
head-race  ? — I think  that  is  only  theory. 

242.  I understand  that  the  plans  are  actually  before 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  all  they  want  is 
that  they  shall  carry  away  the  outfall  further  ?— And 
that  is  all  we  want  too. 

243.  Would  not  that  confer  great  benefit  1— Yes, 
taking  the  sewage  out  of  our  race- 

244.  In  connexion  with  the  proposed  scheme  suj- 
pose  they  stopped  at  where  they  did,  do  they  then 
take  away  the  sewage  from  your  head-race  ?— But  if 
they  create  a nuisance  into  the  bargain,  what  will  be 
done  then. 

245.  They  cannot  do  that,  because  if  they  attempt 

to  create  a nuisance  you  have  the  means  of  preventing 
them.  . 

Mr.  Young. — If  we  throw  the  sewage  into  the  tad- 
race  it  will  do  no  harm. 

246.  Chairman.  — In  reference  to  the  present 
sewerage  scheme,  Mr.  Gilmore,  do  you  object  merely 
to  the  outlet  of  it? — Yes. 

247.  You  admit  it  would  be  a benefit  if  it  did  not 

pollute  vour  water  ? — Yes.  ... 

248  If  a proper  sewerage  scheme  were  earned  out 
would  it  be  a great  benefit  to  you?— We  would  want 
tanks  through  the  town,  . . 

249.  If  any  extension  is  desirable,  is  it  your  opinion 
as  a fair  man— you  say  others  should  be  brought  m 
as  well— fiat  there  should  be  an  extension  to  bnng  in 
the  whole  of  the  electoral  division  ?— Certainly,  and 
we  will  come  in  and  be  satisfied. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 

2 a 2 


Mr.Josepl 

Gilmore. 
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baluna.  BALLIN A.— SEPTEMBER  4th,  1879. 

Sept.  4,  1879. 

[Before  Mr.  Cotton  and  Mr.  Robinson.] 


Mr.  John 
Carolan. 


Mr.  John  Carolan  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  Town  Clerk  of  Ballina  ? 
— Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  held  that  post? — For  over 
twenty  years. 

3.  Under  wliat  Act  is  the  town  governed? — The 
Towns  Improvement  Act  was  adopted  10th  December, 
1855. 

4.  Was  it  previously  under  any  Act? — No. 

5.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town  ? — 5,551  in 
1871. 

G.  Do  you  know  whether  it  is  increasing  since 
that? — I believe  it  is. 

7.  That  includes  both  sides  of  the  river? — Yes.  I 
took  the  number  from  some  document  the  constab- 
ulaiy  had  at  the  time. 

8.  Mr.  Robinson. — Was  the  Act  adopted  for  all 
purposes? — Yes. 

9.  Mr.  Cotton. — Has  the  population  increased 
since  1871  ? — I think  it  has  considerably. 

10.  You  don’t  know  as  a matter  of  fact,  whether 
it  is  over  6,000  ? — Except  to  offer  an  opinion,  I believe 
it  is. 

11.  Do  you  think  the  census  of  1881  will  show  a 
population  of  6,000  ? — I think  it  will. 

12.  Is  building  going  on  to  any  extent  in  the  town  ? 
— To  some  extent,  not  very  much. 

13.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town  at  present  ? — 1,058 
acres  16  perches. 

14.  And  the  valuation? — £8,295  7s.  in  1878. 

15.  Has  the  valuation  been  increasing  of  late  yearn  ? 
— Yes. 

16.  On  how  much  is  the  full  rate  struck,  and  how 
much  one-fourth?— Full  rate  is  struck  on  £7,005,  and 
one-fourth  on  the  lands. 

17.  There  are  two  wards  in  the  town  ? Yes. 

18.  That  is  the  two  sides  of  the  river  ?— Yes.' 

19.  Do  you  know  the  separate  area  of  each? I cio. 

The  Ballina  ward  has  an  area  of  656  acres  1 rood,' 
and  Ardnaree  ward  401  acres  8 roods  16  perches. 
The  valuation  of  Ballina  ward  is  £5,845,  and  of 
Ardnaree,  £1,388.  The  fishery  is  valued  at  £980. 
There  are  two  electoral  divisions  in  the  town. 

20.  They  are  also  separated  by  the  river  ? Yes. 

21.  Can  you  give  me  the  rates  struck  since  1874? 
„0es-  Tfn  1874  municipal  rate  was  Is.  id.  and  id. 

, g , lal  was  ^le  for  ? — For  water  ; that  was 
before  the  transfer  of  sanitary  jurisdiction  to  the 
■Guardians. 

23.  In  1875  what  was  the  rate? — 1» 

24.  In  1876?— U 

25.  In  1877  ?— la. 

26.  In  1878? — Is. 

27.  Have  you  struck  a rate  for  1879  1— Yes  la 

also.  5 

1 T!ha'1  tie  P0«-»»te  in  tie  Ballina  ward  in 

1 29.  t mTS/S  ’_In  1874 ”s  u 10i 

30.  In  1876  ? — Is.  9c£. 

31.  In  1877?— 1*.  5 d. 

32.  In  1878  ? — Is.  9 d. 

.J3-  “St  *— I do  not  know,  the  rate 

has  not  been  struck  yet 

Give ^me  the  poor-rate  in  Ardnaree  ward  for  the 
same  years  k— In  1874  it  was  Is.  10d. : in  1875  Is 
Jg°^  m 1876>  2*  5 ™ l877,  U.  U.  ■ and  in  1878,' 

?d"  1110111(16  any  sanitary  rate?— 
The  Cleik  of  the  Union  can  tell. 

. |6;  ,)Vliat  was  tte  c°mity  cess  in  Mayo  for  1874 
^d  following  years  ?-In  1874  it  was  2s.  l$d. ; in 
1875  it  was  2s  0|A  ; m 1S76,  2s.  2§ d.  • in  1877  Is 
; ancl  m 1878,  Is.  10±d.  * 

37.  What  was  the  county  cess  in  Sligo  for  the  same 


yeam  *— lb/ 4 it  was  2s.  ■ iu  1375  ;t  , 

ib?  187C>  U U(L  J “ 1877’  U 10K  1*1878, 

38.  Howmany  Commissionerearethere  ?— Fourteen 

39.  How  many  municipal  voters  are  there  in 

Ballina  ward?— 195.  616  m 

40.  And  in  Ardnaree  ward? — Forty-one 

4h 1?0,  T '“°w  °f  W ' man,  m 

qualified  to  be  Commissioners,  if  elected  ?— Sevenh- 
m Ballina,  and  eight  in  Ardnaree.  1 

42.  How  is  the  town  lighted? — With  gas. 

Yes3  1111(161  C°UfciaCt  With  th®  gils  company  t— 


44.  For  how  many  lamps  ? — Fifty-six. 

45.  At  what  rate  ? — Last  year’s  contract  was  £10G 

in  the  lump  for  lighting  and  extinguishing.  This 
year  it  is  £90.  The  contractor  also  undertook  to 
leave  sLx  of  the  lamps  lighted  during  the  entire  night 
from  the  railway  down  to  the  bridge.  0 ’ 

46.  And  the  other  lamps  are  lighted  until  when? 

—They  are  put  out  at  twelve.  They  are  lit  from 
an  hour  after  sunset  until  twelve,  from  September 
until  April.  1 

47.  No  exemptions  for  moonlight? — Yes;  three 
days  before  and  tln-ee  after  full  moon.  We  had 
a new  project  for  lighting  the  town  by  rock  oil, 
but  it  was  considered  too  late  in  the  season. 

48.  You  have  no  project  before  the  Commissioners 
to  acquire  the  gas  works  ?— Yes,  we  were  the  pro- 
moters of  a Bill  in  1874  for  that  purpose.  The  boun- 
dary proposed  would  increase  the  valuation  by  £4,318 
and  the  area  by  7,000  acres. 

49.  At  present  you  have  no  project  in  hands  as  to 
the  gas  works  ? — No. 

50.  How  is  the  town  supplied  with  water  J— Very 
badly  from  wells. 

51.  Is  there  any  project  on  foot  for  a water  scheme? 
— The  guardians  tried  something  in  that  way  in  1875 ; 
I think  it  was  a pumping  scheme. 

52.  However,  it  is  not  under  the  control  of  the 
Commissioners  at  present? — -No. 

53.  How  is  the  town  drained  ? — Pretty  well,  indeed. 
The  guardians  expended  some  money  on  it  latterly ; 
something  like  £1,000. 

54.  Mr.  M‘A  ndrew. — How  many  years  had  the  Town 
Commissioners  charge  of  the  town  before  the  sanitary 
authority?— From  1855  to  1874. 

55.  Did  the  Commissioners  during  that  time  divide 
the  town  into  sewage  districts? — No. 

56.  Did  they  ever  lay  out  a farthing  on  the  sewage 
of  the  town? — No,  but  I will  give  you  a reason.  The 
reason  is,  that  in  consequence  of  the  town  having  to 
pay  county  cess  the  Commissioners  thought  it  would 
be  a hardship  to  divide  tbe  town  into  districts,  and 
impose  additional  taxation,  but  we  made  application 
to  tbe  presentment  sessions  for  years. 

57.  Mr.  Cotton. — Have  tbe  Commissioners  had 
before  them  our  queries  ? — Yes. 

58.  Did  they  come  to  any  resolution  whether  ex- 
tension or  alteration  of  any  kind  was  desirable? — 
They  did  not  come  to  any  formal  resolution,  but  the 
majority  of  the  Commissioners  decided  not  to  extend 
the  boundary. 

59.  Is  that  resolution  on  the  books  ? — Yes. 

60.  What  is  the  date  of  it  ? — 19th  February,  1879. 

61.  now  many  Commissioners  attended  on  that  oc- 
casion ? — Six. 

62.  What  is  the  quorum  ? — Five.  It  was  before 
them  at  two  meetings  before  that. 

63.  But  that  was  the  one  at  which  the  Commissioners 
adopted  the  resolution  ? — The  Commissioners  decided 
not  to  suggest  any  changes  in  the  town  boundaries  at 
present. 
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(U.  Was  tli at  carried  to  a division  ? — It  was. 

65.  How  many  voted  for  it,  and  how  many  against 
It  j Four  for  and  two  against  it. 

Of).  Do  you  know  whether  that  resolution  repre- 
sented the  views  of  more  than  four  of  the  Commis- 
sioners ? — I don’t  know. 

67.  Was  the  question  whether  any  re-arrangement 
of  wards  was  necessary  before  the  Commissioner’s  ? — 
No. 

CS.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  applied  to  become 
the  urban  authority? — Yes. 

69.  When  ? — Last  November. 

70.  What  was  the  result  of  the  application  ? — The 
result  was,  it  was  opposed  at  the  time,  and  the  Local 
Government  Board  said  they  would  not  proceed  with 
the  provisional  order. 


<1.  They  refused  to  issue  the  provisional  order? 

* 011  account  of  the  opposition  of  course. 

72.  Why  did  they  wish  to  be  the  urban  authority 
—was  it  because  they  were  dissatisfied  with  the  wav 
the  sanitary  work  was  carried  out?— No. 

73.  Are  they  satisfied  with  the  -wav  the  guardians 
carry  out  the  work  ?— I would  rather  leave  that  to 
the  gentlemen  themselves. 

74.  I take  it,  you  sought  to  be  the  urban  authority 
for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  control  of  the  roads?— 
Quite  so. 

75.  And  the  provisional  order  was  not  granted  * 

No. 


76..  There  has  been  no  alteration  a 
since  1855? — No. 


to  the  boundaries 


B.ALI.IN  A. 
Sept.  4,  1679. 

-Mr.  John 
Carolan. 


Mr.  Bernard  Egan  examined. 


77.  You  are  a Town  Commissioner? — Yes. 

78.  How  long  have  you  been  a Town  Commissioner  ? 
—About  six  or  seven  years. 

79.  Were  you  one  of  the  Commissioners  attending 
this  meeting? — Yes. 

80.  At  which  it  was  decided  not  to  extend  the 
boundaries  ? — Y es. 

81.  Do  you  know  the  feeling  of  the  Commissioners 
who  were  not  present  ? — Well,  I do  not. 

82.  Were  you  for  or  against  extension? — I was 
against  it. 

83.  On  what  ground? — On  financial  grounds.  I 
don't  remember  the  grounds  on  which  I opposed  exten- 
sion. 

84.  What  extension  was  proposed? — A two-mile 
radius. 

85.  You  were  against  that  extension  on  what 
ground  ? — On  the  ground  first  that  that  would  court 
opposition. 

86.  Do  you  think  the  two-mile  extension  would  be 
desirable,  putting  opposition  out  of  the  question 
al together  ? — I do  not  think  it  would. 

87.  Why  ? — From  a financial  point  of  view,  in  my 
opinion,  it  would  not  be  a benefit  to  the  town. 

88.  How  so? — The  expenditure  would  not  be  in 
proportion  to  the  rates. 

89.  What  would  be  the  expenditure  ? — I forget  the 
figures,  hut  I went  into  it  at  the  time. 

90.  Did  you  consider  it  simply  a question  of  bring- 
ing a two-mile  radius  under  the  control  of  the  Com- 
missioners, as  they  are,  or  with  the  fiiture  possibility 
of  their  being  the  road  authority  ? — With  the  possibi- 
lity of  their  being  the  road  authority.  We  thought 
that  by-and-by  the  county  cess  would  be  transferred 
to  the  Commissioners,  and  the  control  of  a great  many 
of  the  roads  converging  on  the  town,  and  we  thought 
the  income  accruing  from  extension  would  be  not 
equal  to  the  expenditure,  if  we  had  got  these  roads. 
We  believe  we  would  be  in  a better  position  by  leaving 
the  boundary  as  it  is. 

91.  Did  you  consider  the  question  of  contracting 
the  present  boundary  ? — Certainly  not ; we  were  rather 


in  favour  of  some  slight  modification  in  the  present 
boundary — there  might  be  some  little  extension. 

92.  Does  any  extension  occur  to  you  as  being  desi- 
rable ? — I would  he  in  favour  of  the  mile  and  a half 
radius. 

93.  On  what  ground  ? — I cannot  very  well  define  it, 
but.  if  I had  the  figures  before  me  on  which  I founded 
my  opinion  before,  I could  define  it.  It  struck  me 
this  mile  and  a half  would  be  more  beneficial  to  the 
Commissioners  than  the  two-mile  extension — that  two 
miles  would  be  rather  too  fax-. 

94.  Did  you  consider  it  at  all  from  the  point  of 
view  that  the  people  to  be  brought  in  should  be  con- 
tributory to  the  town  ? — We  thought  that  to  have  a 
two-mile  extension  would  be  too  great,  but  that  those 
living  within  a mile  and  a half  do  benefit  veiy  much 
from  any  improvement  we  have  in  Ballina,  from  lights, 
markets,  and  schools ; but  we  thought  it  would  not  be 
fail-  to  extend  the  boundary  to  two  miles. 

95.  You  think  that  two  miles  away  the  people  don’t 
derive  sufficient  benefit  ? — No. 

96.  But  you  do  consider  that  the  people  within  a 
mile  and  a half  are  so  interested  ? — Yes,  an  English 
statute  mile  and  a half. 

97.  That  is  your  private  opinion  ? — Yes. 

98.  But  the  only  question  before  the  Commissioners 
that  day  was  the  hard  and  fast  line  of  two  miles 
extension  ? — Yes. 

99.  You  did  not  consider  the  question  of  an 
intermediate  extension  between  two  miles  and  the 
present  boundaiy  ? — No ; it  was  the  hard  and  fast  line 
between  two  miles  and  the  present  boundary. 

100.  I am  taking  it  as  your  own  opinion? — Yes; 
that  a mile  and  a half  would  be  very  fail-. 

101.  That  you  think  those  living  within  that  mile 
and  a half  have  considerable  benefit  from  their 
proximity  to  the  town? — They  frequent  the  town 
more  than  those  living  at  a greater  distance. 

102.  Have  you  considered  how  many  people  would 
be  taken  in  by  that  boundaiy  of  a mile  and  a half  ? — 
No. 

103.  Nor  the  valuation  of  it? — No. 


Bernard 


Mr.  Carolan  recalled. 


104.  What  is  the  present  radius — from  the  centre 
to  the  north  ? — Three-quaiters  of  an  English  mile. 

105.  And  to  the  west  ? — An  English  mile  exactly 
at  one  point. 

106.  And  to  the  south  ? — About  seven-eighths  of  a 
mile. 

107.  And  to  the.  east  ? — The  same. 

108.  Then  in  fact  it  is  roughly  a circle  of  seven- 
eighths  of  a mile  ? — Yes. 

109.  What  do  you  consider  the  central  point  of  the 
town? — I took  the  cross. 

110.  That  is  the  cross  at  Knock-street,  and  Bridge- 
street  ? — Yes. 

111.  How  many  electoral  divisions  would  the  two 


miles  radius  go  into? — Into  two  and  the  angle  of  a 
third. 

112.  How  many  beyond  Ballina  and  Ardnaree! — 
Into  two  ; Ardnaree  north  and  Ardnaree  south. 

113.  What  others?— None  others. 

114.  I thought  it  went  into  four? — Yes,  it  goes 
into  Carramore. 

115.  Then  it  would  go  into  Ballina;  Ardnaree 
north,  Ardnaree  south  and  Carramore? — Yes. 

116.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  part  beyond  the 
present  boundary  within  that  radius? — £4,318  10a. 
That  was  obtained  in  1870  when  extension  was  first 
spoken  of. 
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117.  The  line  between  the  two  boundaries  has  that 
valuation  ?— Yes. 

1 18.  Mr.  Robinson. — I suppose  if  you  were  to  adopt 
that  two  miles  radius  it  would  bring  the  population 
over  6,000  ? — Oh  yes,  considerably,  and  the  number  of 
rates  brought  in  would  be  about  the  same  as  that  in 
the  town. 

119.  Mr.  Cotton. — Do  the  guardians  perform  their 
sanitary  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  townspeople  ? 
— 1 believe  they  do.  Theyare  doing  nothing  at  present, 
but  they  have  done  a great  deal  for  the  town  and 
have  done  it  satisfactorily. 

120.  And  as  far  as  the  sanitary  matters  are  con- 
cerned you  would  not  care  to  become  the  sanitary 
authority  yourselves  1 — Not  particularly;  the  Com- 
missioners could  do  the  duty  no  better  as  far  as  they 
have  gone.  I happened  to  bn  a Poor  Law  Guardian 
myself  at  the  time  the  arrangement  was  come  to  as  to 
sanitary  matters ; the  Chairman  and  "Vice-Chairman 
of  this  Board  are  membei-s  of  the  Poor  Law  Board. 
Some  people  expressed  themselves  in  favour  of  having 
the  sanitary  authority  vested  in  the  Commissioners. 

121.  I want  to  get  your  own  opinion! — "Well  so 
far  as  the  sanitary  laws  are  concerned  they  could  not 
be  better  executed  by  the  Commissioners  than  they 
have  been  and  are  being  executed  by  the  Poor  Law 
Board  as  far  as  they  have  gone. 

1 22.  Do  you  know  what  sanitary  rates  have  been 
struck  of  late  years  ? — I do  not.  Of  course  there  is 
this  in  it ; the  townspeople  complain  of  having  so 
many  ceases  to  pay,  and  the  Poor  Law  Board  have 
their  sanitary  officers,  and  the  Town  Commissioners 
have  their  sanitary  officers,  and  they  are  all  paid  out 
of  the  rates,  and  the  people  have  to  pay  for  them  all. 
Sometimes  they  clash  rather  than  otherwise  and  they 
don’t  pull  well  together. 

123.  What  sanitary  officers  ? — The  town  inspector 
to  look  after  scavenging,  and  the  Poor  Law  Board 
have  a similar  officer. 

124.  They  don't  look  after  the  scavenging  ?— No 
we  have  the  supervision  of  the  work. 

Are  the  streets  cleaned  by  the  Commissioners 
oi  the  road  contractors  1 — By  the  Commissioners. 

126.  Mr.  Robinson. — Are  there  any  improvements 
required  in  the  town  which  the  Commissioners  would 
carry  out  if  they  had  an  increased  income! — Yes. 


127.  What  is  the  nature  of  them!— 

They  had  a BiH  before  Parliament  for  it 

market.  The  question  is  this— the  PoorT-  » * 
have  quite  the  ability,  and  the  capacity  to  do  Z I * 
things  for  the  town  if  they  only  applied  tLni  f 
but  a great  many  of  the  tvadero  rompla^aft 
guardians  have  no  personal  interest  in  the  town  tW 
the  Commissioners  would  have  a , ’ t“at 

interest  in  the  matter.  ° personal 

128.  Sir  CWss  Bore— As  chairman  of 

board  of  guardians  I may  say  the  board  hare  di 
got  their  financial  arrangements  in  the  best  m2 
me  have  spent  about  .£2,000  since  the  Act  pi 
which  is  not  long  ago,  and  ,ve  propose  aceoX  ” 
our  finances  permit  to  carry  on  any  project  necs?™ 
for  the  benefit  of  the  district,  but  until  we  a 
way  to  do  so,  aud  tire  finauce,  for  the  purpose”' 
don  t intend  to  proceed.  11  wt 

129.  The  guardians  have  no  scheme  before  them 
for  water  for  the  town  1-The  subject  has  been  brought 
forward,  but  we  consider  we  have  no  funds  to  do  it  • 
it  would  raise  the  rates  to  such  a pitch  that  there 
was  a strong  feeling  against  it.  There  was  a strain 
feeling  against  going  to  the  expense  in  the  town.  ° 

130.  They  have  not  considered  the  question  of 
raising  a loan  for  the  purpose!— They  don’t  consider 
it  desirable  to  do  so.  The  matter  was  discussed 
before  the  board  as  well  as  the  question  of  sewerage 
but  we  can  see  no  scheme  for  doing  it  at  anythin" 
like  a moderate  cost. 

131.  Mr.  Egan. — The  feeling  as  to  the  water 
supply  is  this ; we  have  to  -pay  cess  to  the  conntv 
bligo  and  to  Mayo;  with  the  town  rate  and  the  poor 
rate,  and  all  the  rates  if  amalgamated  we  believe 
would  enable  us  to  have  a fair  amount  of  water  for 
the  same  rate  as  the  people  are  paying  at  present. 

132.  Mr.  Cotton.— That  amounts  to  this,  that  if 
you  had  in  your  own  hands  the  difference  between  the 
county  cess  you  pay  and  what  is  spent  on  the  town  yon 
would  be  able  to  improve  the  town  1 

Mr.  Egan. — Yes ; and  that  the  water  would  he 
brought  into  the  town  for  the  same  as  the  ratepayers 
pay  at  present. 

133.  You  have  not  gone  into  any  figures  on  the 
subject  1 — I have  ; we  pay  more  than  we  receive. 


Hr.  Carolan. 


Mr.  Carolan  further  examined. 


134.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  county  cess  ? £80( 

a year. 

135.  How  much  of  that  is  for  county-at-laiw 
charges ! — Less  than  a half. 

136.  And  how  much  of  the  £400  is  expended  in 
the  town?— £170  a year  is  expended,  and  the  re- 
mainder goes  into  the  coffers  of  the  Grand  Jury.  The 
entire  county  cess  at  2s.  amounts  to  £807  16s.  The 
county-at-large  charges,  as  ascertained  in  1873,  before 
Dr.  Roughan  amount  to  £321  (that  was  the  average 
for  five  years),  and  that  leaves  £486  16s.  for  the  main- 
tenance  of  the  roads  and  footpaths  within  the  town  : 


£208  12s.  7(7.  was  spent,  and  that  leaves  £278  3s.  5d. 
to  be  spent  on  the  town. 

137.  The  inquiry  by  Dr.  Roughan  was  when  you 
sought  the  provisional  order  for  separation  from  the 
Grand  July? — Yes. 

Sir  Charles  Knox  Gore. — The  Mayo  Grand  Jury  re- 
jected it. 

Mr.  Egan. — The  money  the  people  pay  in  the  town 
is  expended  in  other  parts  of  the  county.  The  town 
is  paying  more  to  the  county  than  they  receive  to  the 
extent  of  about  £300,  and  if  that  was  kept  in  the  town 
it  would  relieve  the  townspeople  of  a considerable 
amount  of  taxation. 


Mr.  Owen 
Keeveuev. 


Mb.  Owen  Keeveney  examined. 

138.  You  are  a Commissioner  i — Yes. 

139  Are  you  of  opinion  there  should  be  any 
alteration  m the  bo.mdanesf-I  think  the  majority 
of  the  Commissioner's  agreed  there  should  be  J 
should  bT1*4  “ T°"V  °'m  bP*1”011 1 — 1 think  there 
inilet1'  T°  ”'1“t  A and  a half  or  two 

i USi  P^mP1^  ground  do  you  think  extension  should 
bemmlel— The  revenue  to  be  derived  would  be  brought 
in  for  the  benefit  of  the  town.  ° 

■ 143’  ,Tilw  "‘ouM  be  ™ advantage  to  the  Commie- 
sioners? — Yes.  • 


144.  Should  the  people  within  two  miles  fairly  be 
expected  to  contribute  ? — I think  so ; they  have  the 
advantage  of  the  town. 

145.  And  you  would  fix  the  limit  of  that  extension 
at  two  miles? — About  a mile  and  a half. 

146.  You  don’t  know  wbat  additional  income  the 
mile  and  a half  would  bring  in  ? — No. 

147.  Mr.  Robinson. — Would  the  mile  and  a half 
cut  into  four  electoral  divisions  ? 

Mr.  Carolan. — No;  it  would  all  be  within  Ballina 
and  Ardnaree,  South. 
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Mr.  Iveeveney  recalled 


143.  You  said  an  increase  of  a mile  and  a half  would 
brio"  in  additional  money  to  the  Commissioners — what 
do  tliev  require  it  for? — At  present  they  are  in  debt, 
and  if  they  had  more  money  they  would  be  able  to 
make  greater  improvements  in  the  town. 

149.  It  is  not  properly  cleansed  at  present? — Yes, 
but  it  might  be  done  better  if  they  had  more  means  to 
clean  the  lanes  and  other  parts  of  the  town. 


150.  Mr.  Robinsox.— Would  they  apply  that  money 
to  the  improvement  of  the  markets  1— They  would.  ' 

151.  And  are  they  in  a bad  state  at  present  ?— Tliev 
arc.  The  fairs  are  held  on  the  streets.  There  is  no 
fair  green  : there  is  a small  patch  of  a place,  ami  it  is 
not  half  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Carolan. — I find  that  a mile  and  a half  boundarv 
would  cut  into  three  electoral  divisions. 


Bau.ina. 

4.  1ST!*. 

-Mr.  Krevener. 


Mr.  Thomas  C.  Perkins  examined. 


152.  You  are  a Commissioner  ? — Yes. 

153.  Do  you  agree  in  the  evidence  given  by  the 
Commissioners  ? — I never  applied  myself  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  boundaries,  but  what  struck  me  was  we 
were  very  badly  ofT  for  water,  and  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  the  town  is  not  good. 

154.  Do  you  think  the  guardians  attend  to  their 
duties  properly  as  regards  sanitary  matters  ? — I think 
they  do  remarkably  well,  but  they  have  not  gone  to 
the  extent  they  should.  They  have  only  sewered  the 
streets — the  connexions  to  the  houses  are  made  in  very 
few  instances. 

155.  Generally,  do  you  think  it  would  be  an  advan- 
tage that  the  Commissioners  should  be  the  sanitary- 
authority? — I do  not  think  it  would,  for  then  the 
occupiers  would  have  to  pay  all  the  rates,  aud,  on  the 
contrary,  1 think  I would  let  the  landlord  pay  portiou 
of  it.  I think  we  want  water  and  connexions  with  the 
houses  very  badly.  I do  not  believe  there  is  a town  of 
the  same  extent  in  Ireland  so  badly  off  for  water. 
There  are  two  or  three  wells.  There  is  a hole  in  a 
certain  part  of  the  town  which  was  exposed  to  the 
surface  water,  but  since  the  guardians  became  the 
sanitary  authority  they  have  built  a little  wall  about  it. 

156.  What  is  it? — A well,  audit  is  open  at  the  top, 
and  anyone  could  dip  any  vessel  into  it,  no  matter  how 
lilthy.  The  whole  supply  depends  on  two  pumps,  and 
the  people  in  portion  of  the  town  must  come  at  least  a 
quarter  of  a mile  for  their  water.  If  the  guardians 
M ould  give  water,  and  make  connexions  from  the  houses 
into  the  main  sewers,  cleanse  the  lanes,  and  send  their 
sanitary  officers  up  Ardnaree  and  get  these  houses 
cleansed,  it  would  be  well.  The  lanes  are  in  a most 
lilthy  condition.  There  are  no  public  privies. 

157.  Sir  Charles  Knox  Gore. — I don’t  think,  as 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  I can  allow  this 
co  pass  without  observation.  In  a large  town  like  this 
cleansing  is  a matter  of  time.  We  are  doing  all  the 
law  admits  of  doing,  and  doing  it  in  the  way  govern- 
ment would  suggest — by  degrees.  We  must  work  by 
degrees. 

158.  Mr.  Cotton. — If  the  town  was  larger,  and  the 
Commissioners  were  the  urban  authority? 

Sir  C.  Knox  Gore. — Yes,  it  would  bear  very  much 


on  that  question,  for  they  would  have  additional 
money  to  carry  out  these  works ; but  they  have  no 
urban  authority,  and  apparently  Mill  not  for  some 
tune.  At  the  time  the  Commissioners  had  control,  I 
am  not  aware  that  the  matter  was  much  better.  I 
have  spoken  to  a great  many  in  the  town,  and  their 
opinion  is  that,  as  things  stand,  they  would  incur 
greater  responsibility  than  the  income  would  meet, 
aud  they  think  it  would  be  better  to  leave  things  as 
they  are. 

159.  Mr.  Cotton. — What  kind  of  responsibility  ? 

Sir  C.  Knox  Gore. — For  instance,  they  would  have 

to  undertake  these  roads. 

160.  Mi-.  Cotton. — I assume,  for  the  moment,  that 
the  Commissioners  are  to  be  the  urban  authority, 
and  not  to  he  the  road  authority ; would  there  be  any 
object,  then,  in  extending  or  diminishing  the  present 
area  ? 

Sir  Charles  Knox  Gore. — I cannot  see  any  advan- 
tage. 

161.  In  the  first  place,  it  would  bring  in  some  ad- 
ditional money  to  the  Commissioners  ? — I suppose  so. 

162.  Suppose  the  boundary  was  extended  to  a mile 
and  a half,  do  yon  think  the  people  within  that  area 
could  be  fairly  asked  to  contribute  to  the  town ! — I 
think  in  some  respects  it  would  be  very  unfair. 

163.  They  are  too  far  away? — That  they  are  de- 
riving benefits  not  at  all  in  comparison  with  others. 

164.  That  applies  to  the  question  whether  portions 
of  the  present  area  should  not  be  shut  out  because  they 
are  over  a mile  from  the  town  ? — The  intention  in  en- 
larging the  boundaries  from  time  to  time  u_as  that, 
originally,  a limit  was  fixed  to  a town  actually  com- 
prising the  town ; but  according  as  the  town  improved, 
as  Ballina  has,  it  extended  itself  in  different  directions, 
and  then  arises  the  question  whether  these  districts, 
built  upon,  may  not  fairly  be  included ; but  to  extend 
it  to  anything  like  a mile  and  a half  or  two  miles,  thus 
running  into  the  open  country,  is  not  compatible  with 
common  sense.  I think  you  will  also  agree  with  me 
that,  by  placing  one  leg  of  the  compass  in  the  centre 
of  the  town,  and  drawing  a hard  and  fast  line  with  the 
other  leg,  you  will  comprise  the  town. 


Mi-.  Thomas  M ‘Andrew  examined. 


165.  You  are  a ratepayer  ? — Yes. 

166.  You  think  the  present  boundary  ought  not  to 
he  extended  ? — Certainly. 

167.  You  think  it  should  be  curtailed  ? — I think  it 
is  very  proper  as  it  is. 

168.  Do  you  think  an  extension  of  a mile  and  a 
half  would  bring  in  people  who  should  not  be  asked  to 
l>ay  ? — Yes ; and,  if  a poundage  rate  be  put  on,  I will 
probably  have  to  pay  Is.  6tZ.,  while  the  man  in  the 
country  will  only  have  to  pay  one-fourth. 

169.  That  is  owing  to  your  having  house  property  ? 
‘ Y®8-  If  you  go  to  clean  the  streets  for  a mile  and 
a half  into  the  country,  you  will  have  to  pay  more 
money. 

170.  Do  I understand  that  the  present  Commis- 
sioners clean  the  roads  out  to  the  boundaries  of  the 
town? — They  are  bound  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Egan. — Certainly  not ; it  is  the  duty  of  the 
road  contractor. 


Mr.  M'Andrew’s  examination  continued. 

171.  You  think  they  are  bound  to  clean  the  roads 
for  a mile  out  of  the  town?— I think  they  are  bound 
by  law.  They  may  think  that  by  cleaning  the  principal 
street  they  do  enough ; but,  if  they  are  to  cleanse  the 
town,  it  means  the  whole  area.  If  it  is  increased  they 
will  have  to  pay  more,  and  of  that  sum  I will  have  to 
pay  more  than  the  man  in  the  country. 

172.  Taking  that  view  of  the  matter,  don’t  yon  think 
the  boundary  should  be  curtailed?— I would  rather 
submit  to  increased  taxation  than  curtail  it,  for  I think 
the  present  are  the  natural  boundaries  of  the  town, 
which  should  be  adhered  to. 

Sir  Charles  Knox  Gore. — I never  heard  any  ques- 
tion about  curtailing  the  boundaries. 

173.  Mr.  Cotton.— I take  it  as  a matter  of  feet, 
the  Commissioners  do  not  clean  the  roads  out  to  the 
boundary  of  the  municipality  ? 

Mr.  Carolan. — No. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


Mr.  Thomas 
M'Andri'ir. 
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BANGOR— JUNE  18th,  1879. 
(Before  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e.) 


Mr.  Francis 
Pollock 


Mr.  Francis  Pollock  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  the  Town  Clerk  of 
Bangor  ? — Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  filled  the  post  ? — Since  the 
town  has  been  put  under  the  Act  of  1854 — in  1864. 

3.  The  town  is  under  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act? — Yes. 

4.  As  far  as  you  know,  had  the  town  been  previously 
under  any  other  Act? — No,  sir. 

5.  What  is  the  area  of  the  township? — 814a. 
2r.  17p. 

6.  And  the  date  when  it  was  put  under  the  Act? — 
The  21st  of  December,  1864. 

7.  What  is  the  population  of  Bangor  ? — About  2,600 
at  present. 

8.  What  was  it  last  census  ? — In  1871  it  was  2,560. 

9.  And  do  you  mean  to  say  that  it  has  only  in- 
creased 100  since  then  ? — Yes,  sir ; it  was  the  police 
gave  us  the  number  as  2,600. 

10.  Well,  in  the  census  of  1871  it  was  2,560? — 
Yes. 

11.  Has  it  been  increasing  since  that  time? — Yes, 
I think  so. 

12.  What  was  the  last  valuation? — £9,176  8s. 

13.  There  are  no  wards  in  the  town? — No,  sir. 

14.  In  what  union  is  it  ? — In  Newtownards. 

15.  What  electoral  division? — In  Bangor. 

16.  Do  you  know  yourself  anything  about  the  size 
of  the  electoral  division  of  Bangor — how  far  it 
extends  ? — It  is  in  the  parish  of  Bangor. 

17.  Does  the  electoral  division  extend  more  than 
two  miles  all  round  the  town  ? — Yes,  it  does. 

18.  There  is  a recommendation  of  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  that  electoral  divisions  should 
be  made  the  municipal  boundaries.  Is  the  electoral 
division  of  Bangor  too  large  to  be  made  the  municipal 
boundary? — Yes,  quite  too  large. 

19.  Will  you  now  give  me  the  rates  for  the 
last  five  years? — In  1S74  it  was  6d.  ; in  1875,  6 d. ; 
in  1876,  6d. ; in  1877,  Gd, ; in  1878,  6 d.  : and  in 
1879,  4 d. 

20.  Have  the  Commissioners  any  property? — 
No,  sir. 

21.  You  have  got  the  dog  tax,  and  you  have  half  the 
fines  ? — Yes,  sir. 

22.  Have  you  any  other  sources  of  income?— Car 
licenses. 

23.  Have  you  bye-laws  ? — We  have,  sir. 

24.  Regulating  the  cars  ? —Yes,  sir. 

25.  VV  hat  was  the  poor  rate  in  those  same  years  ?— 
The  poor  rate  in  1874  was  8 d.  ; in  1875,  8 d.  ; 
1876,  lOd. ; 1877,  Is. ; 1878,  Is.  2d. ; and  in  1879 
no  rate  has  been  struck. 

26.  You  are  not  the  urban  sanitary  authority  ? No. 

27.  But  you  have  petitioned  to  be  one  ?— Yes. 

28.  And.  Jhei  Local  Government  Board  have  ap- 
proved of  your,  application,  but  it  has  not  yet  been 
confirmed  by  Parliament,  I think  ? — No. 

29.  It  is  in  course  of  confirmation? — Yes. 

30.  And  of  the  poor  rate  struck  in  1878,  was  any 
portion  of  that  a sanitary  rate? — In  1878— no,  I 
believe  not. 

31.  Has  any  sanitary  rate  been  struck  since  1874 
by  the  Guardians? — No. 

32.  What  has  been  the  county  cess  for  those  years? 
— In  1874  the  county  cess — the  two  rates — amounted 
to  Is.  7 d. ; in  1875  it  was  Is.  11M ; in  1876  it  was 
Is.  9d. ; in  1877,  Is.  lOd. ; 1878,  Is.  lid:  and 
1879,  Is.  9 d. 

33.  What  is  the  number  of  your  Commissioners  ? 

Nine. 

34.  What  is  the  number  of  voters  in  the  muni- 
cipality ?— 274  was  the  number  on  the  last  roll 

35.  How  many  are  qualified  to  sit  as  Commissioners 
if  elected  ? — Ninety-one. 


36.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  the 

as  to  the  desirability  or  other, vise  of  m,  exte£°! 
the  municipal  boundary  ?—  They  have  00  01 

37.  Was  it  toitsidered  at  a regular  meefeg  of  ,, 

Commissioners  ? — It  was.  ° ue 

38.  When  was  that  meeting  held  ?— It  was  i,pW  n 

the  4th  of  November,  1878.  “eld  ou 

39:  How  many  Commissioners  were  present  at  tW 
meeting  ? — Five.  111 

40.  Did  they  come  to  any  resolution  onthesubWti 

— They  did.  I will  resid  the  resolution  for  you  ’ 

“ Proposed  by  Mr.  Harvey  seconded  by  Mr.  M'Keazie- 
That  Mr.  Dinnen  be  consulted  respect.ng  the  cnlar»emma 
of  the  present  boundary  by  adding  Ballyholme  to  !t  and 
that  the  chairman  and  Dr.  Bell  be  deputed  to  wait  on  Mr 
Dinnen  concerning  same.”  r‘ 

41.  Is  there  any  further  resolution  ?— No.  There 
is  a resolution  here  : — 


“Proposed  by  Mr.  Bowman,  and  seconded  by  Mr 
M'Murray — That  Mr.  Russell,  chairman,  and  Dr.  Bell  ami 
Mr.  Pollock  be  appointed  a committee  to  answer  the  queries 
submitted  by  the  Municipal  Boundary  Commissioners." 

42.  Were  the  five  Commissioners  unanimous  about 
that  ? — Quite  so. 

43.  What  was  the  feeling  of  the  Commissioners  about 
what  extension  they  desired  ? — They  came  to  an  under- 
standing that  they  would  like  the  boundary  extended 
to  the  old  Corporation,  with  Ballyholme  added  to  it. 

44.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  old  Corporation  ?— I 
have  traced  this  map  before  you  with  a blue  line. 
That  indicates  the  boundary  of  the  old  Corporation. 

45.  Then  on  this  map  the  red  line  represents  the 
present  boundary  ? — Yes. 

46.  The  blue  extension,  plus  Ballyholme,  represents 
what  you  would  wish  to  take  iu  i— Yes. 

47.  And  the  blue  line  represents  the  old  Corpora- 
tion?— Yes. 

48.  Very,  well;  that  shows  us  what  you  wish  for,  at 
any  rate.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  what 
additional  area  that  would  give  ? — No.  We  have  bad 
no  means  of  ascertaining  that. 

49.  Did  yon  not  estimate  the  number  of  people  that 
would  be  brought  in  by  this  extension? — No. 

50.  I mean  the  Commissioners  had  not  that  before 
them  ? — They  had  not. 

51.  Had  you  not  a valuation  made  of  the  additional 
land  ? — I made  inquiries. 

52.  Can  yon  give  me  any  idea  of  it? — About 
£1,300. 

53.  That  will  be  the  additional  valuation  ?— Yes,  of 
Ballyholme,  but  not  of  the  whole  boundary. 

54.  But  of  the  old  Corporation,  you  have  not  ascer- 
tained that? — We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  that. 

55.  Have  you  any  idea  how  many  additional  voters 
it  would  bring  in  ? — No,  I cannot  say  that. 

56.  Can  you  form  an  opinion? — I cannot. 

57.  On  what  ground  is.  the  extension  of  the  old 
Corporation  boundary  desired,  or  are  you  able  to  speak 
to  that? — No,  I am  not ; perhaps  the  chairman  can. 

58.  How  is  the  town  lighted? — By  gas. 

59.  How  many  lamps  have  you? — Fifty  lamps. 

60.  A contract  with  the  Gas  Company  I suppose  ? 
— Yes,  sir ; by  the  1,000  cubic  feet. 

61.  And  how  much  per  1,000? — 7s.  Gd.  was  the 
last  contract.  With  an  abatement  of  £15  off. 

62.  Wliat  is  the  abatement? — £15  for  the  man  that 
lights  the  town. 

63.  How  is  the  town  supplied  with  water? — By 
pumps. 

64.  How  many  pumps  ? — Fourteen. 

65.  You  are  not  in  charge  of  the  pumps  yet  ?— tNo, 
sir,  not  yet. 

66.  Do  you  know  what  the  inhabitants  think  about 
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t|wt do  they  think  that  the  supply  is  good  or  fair  ? 

yes  : I have  had  no  complaints  about  it. 

G7.  Either  in  quantity  or  quality  ? — Well  there  have 
been  some  complaints  as  to  the  quality.  Dr.  Bolton, 
had  some  samples  analysed,  and  the  analyses  was  very 
satisfactory. 

68.  However  you  will  be  the  Urban  Sanitary 
Authority  in  a few  months  ? — Yes,  we  expect  so. 

69.  How  is  the  town  drained  ? — There  is  no  scheme 
of  drainage. 

70.  Is  there  any  drainage  at  all  in  it — any  main 


drains  through  the  streets  ?— Yes.  through  the  main 
street. 

1 1-  From  the  railway  down  to  the  sea  ? — Not  vet 
from  the  railway ; from  the  head  of  the  main  street, 
y 7--  T,ie  railway  drains  into  the  river  I suppose  ? — 

73.  Has  there  been  any  system  of  sewerage  pro- 
posed hitherto  ?— Yes,  there 'was  ; by  the  Board  of 
Guardians. 

74.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  estimate  of 
it ? — I do  not. 


June  IS.  1573. 

Mr.  Francis 
Pollock. 


Mi\  Robert  Russell  examined. 


75.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  the  Chairman  of  the 
Town  Commissioners? — Yes. 

76.  How  long  have  you  occupied  the  position? — 
About  one  year. 

77.  And  you  were  a Commissioner  before  that  ? — I 
was. 

78.  Were  you  a Commissioner  at  the  time  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act  was  adopted  ?~I  was  not, 
sir. 

79.  The  Commissioners  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  they  would  wish  for  an  extension — I may  say 
two  extensions,  because  they  are  two  different  things, 
so  we  will  say  the  old  Corporation  extension  fii-st — 
Have  they'  any  idea  of  the  area  that  would  be  added 
by-  it  ? —We  have  not  been  able  to  arrive  at  that. 

80.  What  was  the  object  to  be  gamed  by  that 
addition  ? — There  has  been  trouble  with  regard  to  the 
taxation  from  time  to  time. 

81.  In  what  way  ? — Some  of  the  townlands  run  into 
the  old  Corporation.  In  alloting  them  the  taxes  it 
did  not  work  satisfactorily'. 

82.  In  what  way? — For  instance,  portions  of  some 
townlands  run  into  a street,  and  it  appeared  that  in 
assessing  the  rate,  the  whole  townland  Lad  to  be  em- 
braced in  that. 

83.  In  assessing  the  municipal  rate  ? — Not  the 
municipal,  but  the  poor-rate. 

84.  I do  not  clearly  understand  you  ; just  explain  ? 
— I never  knew-  of  any  difficulty  with  regard  to  the 
assessing  of  the  town  rate ; there  was  no  difficulty 
with  regard  to  that ; but  there  was  great  difficulty  for 
instance  with  the  poor-rate,  and  matters  of  drainage, 
and  with  regard  to  the  pumps.  There  is  part  of  a 
townland  comes  in  here  to  Clmrch-street — part  of  the 
townland  of  Ballyvarnon. 

85.  That  is  on  the  south-east  side  of  Church-street? 
— Yes,  well  under  the  Act  that  was  brought  before 
the  Commissioners,  and  also  under  the  notice  of  the 
Poor  Law  Guardians,  and  it  appeared  that  the  whole 
townland  of  Bally-varnon  had  to  he  assessed  at  the 
same  rate  as  this  sweet. 

86.  There  has  been  a difficulty  with  the  Poor  Law- 

Guardians  to  know  how  the  sanitary  rate  would  he 
struck,  and  as  to  what  the  conti’ibutory  district  for 
the  sanitary  rate  should  be,  and  how  is  that  obviated 
by  adopting  the  whole  of  the  Corporation  boundary  ? 
— Because  if  we  had  the  whole  of  it  in 

87.  No,  if  this  blue  line  represents  the  Corporation 
boundary-  yon  don’t  take  in  the  whole  of  that  town- 
land  at  all  1 — No,  but  we  take  in  that  street. 

88.  Is  there  any  other  reason  that  presents  itself 
to  y-ou  that  you  would  wish  for  this  large  increase, 
because  it  is  a large  increase? — There  is  a good  part 
of  the  ground  that  will  probably  let  for  building 
ground ; and  there  has  been  from  time  to  time, 
sewerage  schemes  before  the  town,  and  it  would  be 
necessary  that  the  Town  Commissioners  should  have 
control,  as  we  would  get  nur  water  from  some  of  those 
sites  here  (pointing  to  map)  to  flush  our  sewers,  and 
not  only  that,  hut  we  would  like  to  embrace  new 
buildings,  and  to  place  them  under  the  influence  of 
a sewerage  scheme  when  we  follow  it  out. 

89.  On  what  roads  are  new  buildings  likely  to  be 


built? — There  is  this  road  leading  to  Duudonald 
running  along  the  railway-. 

90.  Are  there  any  buildings  going  on  there  ?— No, 
hut  some  are  contemplated.  They  have  not  been 
commenced  y-et,  because  these  are  bad  times. 

91  Are  there  any  buildings  likely  to  be  erected 
within  your  present  boundary  ? — Yes. 

92.  But  there  are  none  at  present  going  on  in  that 
direction  ? — None  at  present.  That  (pointing  to  the 
map)  is  the  road  leading  up  to  the  Clandeboye 
Demesne. 


93.  Do  you  know  Fort  Hill  and  Church-street — 
Are  there  any  buildings  likely  to  go  on  in  Church- 
street? — That  is  not  a progressive  place. 

94.  On  the  Crawford’s-Burn  road — are  there  any 
buildings  up  there  ? — No,  sir. 

95.  Then  there  is  another  one  running  out  here  by 
the  church  to  Newtownards.  Is  there  any  building 
going  on  along  there  ? — Not  just  at  present ; but  the 
sites  are  splendid  along  there,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
there  will  be  building  there  sometime. 

9G.  Have  you  any  reason  for  bringing  in  these 
Corporation  lauds  as  we  may-  call  them — meaning  the 
old  Corporation  boundary,  except  the  probability-  of 
building  out  beyond  your  present  limits  ?— Yes,  and 
to  embrace  it  in  our  sewerage  scheme. 

97.  That  is  for  the  sake  of  getting  additional 
opportunities  for  a sewerage  scheme  ? — No ; for  this 
purpose — suppose  we  were  obliged  to  go  in  for  an 
extension  at  a future  time  we  would  have  the  con- 
trol of  the  sewerage — a great  number  of  people 
instead  of  having  a regular  system  of  sewerage  make 
cesspools,  and  they  become  a nuisance,  and  if  they 
are  outside  our  boundary-  we  have  no  control  over 
them. 

98.  But  the  Guardians  should  see  after  them? — But 
if  we  are  the  sanitary  authority  the  Town  Com- 
missioners could  look  after  them. 

99.  It  will  be  in  your  jurisdiction? — I mean  in 
this  proposed  extension. 

100.  That  seems  to  me  a very  slight  reason  for 
going  in  for  an  extension  of  something  like  S00  acres 
—between  600  and  800  acres?— There  is  another 
thing — it  has  been  found  to  be  a great  hardship  in 
the  case  of  the  Bangor  demesne — we  only  embrace 
about  one-half  of  it. 

101.  What  hardship  is  there  in  that?— We  think 
we  should  derive  rates  from  the  whole  of  it. 

102.  Then  it  comes  to  rates  in  the  long  run? — 
Yes,  of  course ; but  there  could  not  be  much  rating- 
on  the  land  as  we  only  charge  one-fourth  on  the 
land. 

103.  But  then  it  is  a very  large  area?— les. 

104.  You  don’t  know  the  valuation,  but  I suppose 
it  would  be  something  like  30s.  an  acre  on  the  land  ! 

Scarcely  that —towards  the  town  .£2  10#.,  * ~ 

country  25s.  to  £1. 

105.  Take  the  Ballyholme  direction— what 
reason  this  extension  brings  in  _ so  much  ii 
direction  ?— The  principal  desire  is  to  gr 
as  possible  all  the  land  that  is  built  on. 
able  property  there,  and  nearly  the  whole  of 
built  on. 


i the 


that 
?arly- 
It  is  valu- 
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106.  There  is  a good  deal  of  room  yet? — The  bulk 
is  built  on,  and  there  is  building  there  every  year. 
At  present  there  are  buildings  going  on  there,  stud 
we  find  that  in  that  place  they  have  no  system  of 
sewerage  whatever,  and  the  parties  building  houses 
are  using  tanks  for  holding  nuisance. 

107.  Cesspools? — Yes,  and  sometimes  these  things 
are  not  attended  to,  and  complaints  have  been 
made. 

108.  The  Guardians  are  perfectly  competent  to 
deal  with  that? — Yes. 

109.  And  to  deal  with  it  now? — Yes,  of  course 
they  are. 

110.  So  that  that  is  hardly  a reason  for  taking 
them  in.  Is  there  any  other  reason  why  they  should 
contribute  to  the  town  ? — I might  say  in  addition  to 
that  reason  that  we  would  like  to  embrace  them  in 
our  sewerage  scheme  because  we  will  complete  one  if 
we  can  get  it. 

111.  But  it  strikes  me — I don’t  know  whether  you 
have  considered  it  properly — it  strikes  me  there 
would  be  some  difficulty  in  bringing  all  that  into  one 
drainage  scheme.  I don’t  see  how  it  could  be  done 
at  first  sight  ? — We  have  not  consulted  our  engineer 
with  reference  to  this  question.  It  has  only  suggested 
itself  to  us. 

112.  Is  there  any  other  reason? — Another  reason 
is  that  these  houses  are  occupied  by  people  coming  to 
and  from  Belfast,  and  they  are  fast  becoming  per- 
manent residences,  and  they  are  a very  short  distance 
from  the  railway,  and  they  have  no  light  along  there, 
and,  as  we  purpose  to  buy  the  gas  works,  we  would 
light  that  place  with  lamps  all  the  way,  and  light  the 
houses  ■with  gas. 

113.  You  propose  to  extend  the  ligktiug  all 
through  Bally  holme  ? — Yes  ; all  through  Ballyholmc. 

114.  Have  the  people  living  in  Ballyholme  the 
advantage  of  the  town  of  Bangor  as  a market? — Yes; 
and  they  are  obliged  to  pass  through  it  to  the  train 
and  boat  from  here  to  Belfast. 

115.  Do  they  market  in  Bangor  or  do  they  get 
then-  things  from  Belfast?— They  do  a great  deal  in 
Bangor. 

116.  What  is  the  number  of  houses  in  Ballyholme  ? 
— There  are  upwards  of  fifty. 

117.  And  the  buildings  are  going  on  at  present? • 

Yes,  buildings  are  going  on  at  present,  and  high-class 
buildings.  There  is  another  reason  why  we  would 
like  to  embrace  Ballyholme.  In  the  matter  of 
bathing  great  complaints  have  been  made  from  time 
to  time  as  regards  these  Ballyholme  people.  People 
come  into  Bangor  and  make  complaints  of  parties 
bathing  along  the  strand  without  any  regard  to 
decency.  There  is  no  provision  for  a gentlemen’s 
bathing  place,  and  those  who  cannot  swim  take  the 
shallow  water  where  the  ladies  bathe. 

118.  Would  that  come  within  your  bye-laws? 

Aes;  we  have  bye-laws  under  wliich  ive  would  con- 
fine laches  and  gentlemen  to  two  different  places  when 
dress*^’  ^ make  the  =ent^emen  wear  bathing 


19.  Have  yon  any  idea  how  many  people  wouli 
he  brought  m by  the  extension  as  voters  and  rate 
payers  ? — We  have  not  gone  into  that. 

120.  Li  Ballyholme  how  many  additional  voter 
would  be  brought  in  by  the  addition  of  that  district 
— Iliey  would  be  every  oue  voters,  because  all  tli 
houses  are  above  the  valuation. 

121.  Are  they  all  in  such  occupations  as  wouL 
give  votes.  If  they  are  only  taken  for  a few  month 
m the  year  there  might  he  only  one  vote  out  of  , 
whole  terrace— if  it  is  owned  by  one  man,  and  h 
only  rated  for  it  ?— I know  the  district  well.  Then 
would  be  about  thirty  voters  out  of  fifty  houses. 


Thirty  occupies  who  are  „„  U,o  rah, -h*, 
123.’  Ho- 


°.f,  tll'  he  woiikl  be  qualified  to  i 

---  --  --  ™ ,f  elected  ?— All  those  thirl 

berause  all  the  houses  are  above  the  valuation 


124.  Have  you  considered  the  question— sunno*,,, 

such  a suburb  as  Ballyholme  was  added  to  Ban-™  ° 
of  whether  there  should  be  any  division  of  the  LT 
shi,,  into  wards  1— Well,  that  ]„»  never  l,“, 
tamed.  I brought  it  before  the  Commissioners  Jr 
thought  it  a wise  thing  to  do,  but  they  did  not  seem 
to  take  that  view.  111 

125.  Have  you  any  view  yourself  on  the  subject  ?- 
I think  it  would  be  better  to  do  so,  because  if  tl 
town  was  divided  into  wards  it  woidd  make  the  Com 
missioner,  who  represented  a particular  ward,  examine 
more  closely  into  the  carrying  out  of  the  business 

126.  Supposing  there  was  a division  into  wards 
what  would  you  suggest?— I have  not  gone  into  that. 

127.  Ballyholme  is  increasing  every  year?— Yes’ 
increasing  every  year  in  the  number  of  buildings.  ’ 

128.  Have  you  any  idea  of  how  many ‘of  the  fifty 
houses  were  built  last  year  ? — Four  houses. 

129.  I see  there  has  been  a good  deal  of  expense  on 
the  new  road  at  Ballyholme.  Who  is  doing  that!— 
The  county.  However,  Mr.  Lyle,  the  owner  of  the 
property  at  Ballyholme,  has  done  a great  deal  too. 

130.  Is  there  much  building  going  on  on  the  other 
side  of  Bangor? — Within  the  township? 

131.  Yes? — There  are  a great  number  of  houses 
being  built. 

132.  But  not  outside  the  town? — No,  sir. 

133.  The  Town  Clerk  gave  mean  estimate  of  the 
valuation  that  would  he  added  by  the  Ballyholme 
extension  as  about  .£1,300,  is  that  correct?— That  is 
quite  correct ; • it  is  taken  from  the  county  cess  col- 
lector. 

134.  And  every  house  built  would  add  to  that?— It 
would,  sir. 

135.  Do  you  know  what  the  ratepayer’s  think  of 
the  proposed  extension — what  opinion  they  have 
formed  concerning  it?— No;  except  beyond  that  it  is 
tlieir  opinion  utliat  they  were  in  favour  of  having 
this  extension.  We  consider  Ballyholme  as  a portion 
of  Bangor. 

13C.  Have  you  heard  any  opinion  expressed  by  the 
Ballyholme  people  1 — I have,  sir,  and  some  of  them 
are  opposed 

137.  They  arc  aware  of  the  fact  that  you  are  in- 
tending to  take  them  in? — They  thought  this  inquiry 
would  take  place  before  the  guardians.  On  one  occas- 
sion  when  I was  before  them  I saw  three  gentlemen 
present  as  a deputation  to  oppose  it. 

138.  Do  you  know  the  feeling  of  the  people  in  the 
Corporation  extension? — No,  sir. 

139.  How  do  you  happen  to  know  that  it  is  the 
old  Corporation  boundary  ? — The  clerk  has  taken  it 
from  the  map. 

140.  Have  you  got  the  map? — Yes. 

[Map  produced.] 

141.  When  was  this  map  prepared  ? — This  was  pre- 
pared at  the  time  the  town  was  put  under  the  Act  of 
1854. 

142.  Was  Bangor  an  old  Corporation  ? — Yes,  sir ; 
very  old. 

143.  When  did  it  cease  to  he  a Corporation? — 
Indeed  I could  not  tell  you,  not  in  my  time.  I could 
not  speak  safely  as  to  that. 

141.  Because  there  were  a great  number  ceased  to 
be  Corporations  in  1837  ? — Yes.  We  bod  a Seneschal 
Court  here  at  one  time. 

145.  Is  there  anything  else  you  would  wish  to  add 
to  your  evidence?— -No. 
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146.  You  have  heard  what  the  Chairman  has  said? 
—Yes. 

147.  Do  you  agree  with  the  way  in  which  lie  has 
expressed  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners? — Yes. 

148.  Do  you  think  it  represents  the  feeling  of  the 
rest  of  the  Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

149.  With  reference  to  your  opinion,  Dr.  Bell,  as 
to  the  extension  that  has  been  proposed—- there  are 
i wo— one  extension,  I may  say,  inland,  and  the  other 
the  Ballyholme  extension? — Well,  as  far  as  the  inland 
extension  is  concerned,  I must  confess  I don’t  know 
anything  of  it.  I don’t  see  any  particular  reason  for 
that,  except  for  what  the  Chairman  has  stated,  that 
is,  that  we  might  require  to  draw  water  from  some  of 
those  districts,  and  it  might  be  perhaps  better  to  have 
the  control  of  the  district  ; hut  as  far  as  the  extension 
to  the  old  boundary  is  concerned,  I do  not  see  any 
reason  why  that  should  be  done. 

150.  Apart  from  the  possibility  of  having  to  go  to 
some  portion  of  that  district  for  water,  and  for  having 
drainage  control  over  it,  you  don’t  see  any  other 
reason  ? — I do  not. 

151 . And  as  regards  the  Ballyholme  extension  ? 

I consider  that  that  would  be  both  for  the  benefit  of 
Ballyholme  and  Bangor. 

152.  How  for  the  benefit  of  Ballyholme?— Well,  it 
would  be  under  proper  control. 

153.  Under  your  by-laws? — Yes;  under  our  by- 
laws. 

154.  And  do  you  propose  to  extend  the  gas  ? — We 
propose  to  light  it,  and  we  propose  to  embrace  it  under 
the  sewerage  scheme  that  we  propose  for  Bangor. 

155.  The  drainage  scheme? — Yes;  but  should  we 

not  do  so,  because  I do  not  consider  perhaps  that  the 
two  are  likely  to  work  together 

156.  Would  you  form  a separate  system  for  Bally- 
holme ? — Yes. 

157.  And  you  would  undertake  the  drainage? — 
Most  decidedly,  and  I look  upon  it  as  a most  important 
matter,  because  Ballyholme  being  at  the  present  time 
a sandy  soil  that  is  likely  to  contaminate  the  water,  it 
would  not  be  long  before  it  would  be  contaminated. 

15S.  How  are  the  Ballyholme  houses  supplied  with 
water  ? — By  pumps.  At  the  present  time  there  is  no 
system  of  sewerage,  and,  therefore  in  the  end  the 
water  taken  from  them  would  be  contaminated. 

159.  Generally  speaking,  you  would  look  after  the 
drainage  of  Ballyholme,  and  so  benefit  the  inhabitants 
there  ?—Yes.  . 

160.  In  what  way  would  the  taking  in  of  Ballyholme 
be  of  advantage  to  the  town  of  Bangor? — I did  not 
say  it  would  be  of  any  advantage. 

161.  I thought  you  said  there  would  he  a reciprocal 
advantage? — It  would  be  an  advantage  in  the  shape 
of  the  rates  of  the  property  it  would  embrace. 

162.  Have  you  gone  into  any  calculation  as  to 
whether  the  rates  you  would  receive  would  do  more 
than  supply  the  cost  of  gas  and  drainage  ? — I have  not, 
but  I think  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  people 
down  in  Ballyholme  to  have  gas. 

163.  And  that  your  by-laws  should  apply  there? — 
Yes.  At  the  present  time  we  light  to  within,  I sup- 
pose, 400  yards  of  Ballyholme. 

164.  You  do  not  light  beyond  your  own  boundary? 
— Ho;  but  we  light  to  within  400  yards  of  Bally- 
holme. 

165.  Do  you  light  up  to  your  own  boundary  at 
Ballyholme  ? — W e do. 

166.  Along  the  present  road  to  Ballyholme  how  far 
do  the  town  lights  go  ? — Merely  to  the  end  of  the 
town ; merely  to  the  end  of  the  street. 

167.  Why  you  would,  in  fact,  have  to  light  nearly  a 
mile  and  a half  of  additional  road  ? — Ho  sir ; not  a mile 
and  a half ; it  would  not  embrace  that.  The  whole 
distance  would  not  cover  more  than  three  quarters  of 
a mile  at  the  furthest. 

168.  To  the  end  of  Ballyholme  from  the  end  of  the 
street  ? — Ho,  sir ; not  more  than  that  at  the  very  out- 


side I think  half  a mile  would  embrace  the  whole  of 
Ballyholme. 

169.  It  would  be  fully  a mile  more  to  the  end  of 
Ballyholme  ? — Yes. 

170.  And  the  proposition  is— the  intention  is  to 
light  it  and  drain  it  in  exchange  for  the  rates  1— Yes : 
that  is  one  of  the  principal  reasons  in  asking  for  Ballv- 
holme  to  be  included. 

171.  Of  course  in  the  case  of  the  Ballyholme  people 
their  access  to  the  rail  nncl  steamer  is  through  the 
town  of  Bangor  ? — Yes,  sir ; and  it  is  very  dangerous 
on  dark  nights  driving  from  the  train  to  Ballyholme. 
Some  of  the  Ballyholme  people  would  be  delighted 
that  we  should  have  the  control  of  their  district. 

172.  When  you  talk  of  the  Ballyholme  people,  Dr. 
Bell,  do  you  mean  the  present  occupants  or  the  owners 
of  property  there  ?— Merely  the  present  occupants. 

173.  They  would  not  be  the  ratepayers  ? — Ho,  sir  ; 
but  we  have  to  study  their  comforts.  The  actual 
revenue  of  the  owners  is  drawn  from  those  people,  anil 
in  the  first  place  to  satisfy  the  people  that  they  draw 
the  actual  revenue  from,  and  I think  it  necessary  that 
they  should  be  satisfied. 

174.  Put  it  in  this  way  : do,  you  think  that  Bally- 
holme wifi,  when  lit  and  drained  by  you — that  that 
would  add  to  the  rents  of  the  houses  i- — How  do  you 
mean  ? 

175.  The  rents  of  the  houses.  That  people  would 
be  willing  to  pay  higher  rents  for  a season  ? — I don’t 
know  that  it  would.  I would  not  say  that. 

176.  How  is  the  drainage  of  Bangor  itself  ? — Well 
it  is  not  in  a condition  that  I consider  satisfactory. 

177.  How  is  it  drained  ?— We  have  one  main  drain 

running  from,  you  may  say,  the  market  house  to  the 
bridge  at  the  foot  of  Main-street,  and  we  have  another 
drain 

178.  The  main  drain  running  down  Main-street, 
and  are  the  houses  connected  with  that  main  drain  ?— 
Only  some.  There  is  a different  outlet  for  the  sewage 
as  well  as  that  main  drain. 

179.  What  is  the  other  outlet  ? — The  outlet  is  some- 
thing similar  to,  but  has  no  connexion  with,  that  main 
drain. 

180.  "Whereabouts  is  it  1 — It  runs  at  the  rear  of  the 
houses  in  Main-street. 

181.  Does  that  go  along  the  new  road  opened  up 
near  the  railway  ?—  Ho,  it  is  iu  a different  direction. 

182.  There  is  one  at  the  bottom  of  the  valley? — 
There  is  a good  system  of  sewerage  along  there. 

183.  There  is  an  open  drain?-— Ho,  it  is  not  open 
now.  It  is  covered  by  a culvert. 

184.  That  takes  the  drainage  of  the  houses  about  it  ? 

— That  takes  the  drainage  of  that  district. 

185.  Then  how  are  the  houses  drained  that  are  up 
at  the  west  side  of  the  bay — up  on  the  hill  ? — They 
have  no  main  drainage. 

186.  At  all.  Those  are  new  houses? — Ho  main 
drains.  They  have  cesspools,  and  the  cesspools  are 
connected,  and,  with  the  surface  water,  the  sewage 
passes  into  the  sea. 

187.  The  surface  water  goes  to  sea  and  the  sewage 
of  the  houses  into  the  cesspools  ? — Into  the  cesspools. 
They  are  merely  receptacles  for  solid  matter. 

188.  You  don’t  consider  that  a good  state  of  things  ? 
— Well,  I don’t  consider  it  the  best.  It  is  fail- 
general  ly. 

189.  Is  it  one  you  would  alter  under  a drainage 
scheme  ? — Decidedly.  I would  allow  no  surface  water 
to  pass  into  the  bay. 

190.  AndBallymagee-street,  Fisher’s-bill.  and  Quay- 
street,  how  are  they  drained  1 — Ballymagee-street  is 
only  semi-drained. 

191.  What  do  you  mean  by  that? — A drain  run- 
ning half-way  up,  and  merely  attached  to  one  side  of 
the  street. 

192.  Are  the  houses  connected  with  it,  or  is  it 
merely  a road  drain?— I don’t  think  there  are  more 
than  six  houses  in  the  street  attached  to  it. 

2 H 2 


June  18,  187*. 

Dr.  Henrv 
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193.  The  houses  in  the  other  part  of  that  street, 
how  are  they  1 — The  other  part  of  the  houses  have  dry 
water-closets. 

194.  Privies;  and  the  stuff,  is  it  removed  to  the 
laud  ? — Yes. 

195.  Now  about  the  water  supply,  what  do  you 
think  of  that  ? Do  you  think  fourteen  pumps  suffi- 
cient 1 — Anything  but  sufficient. 

196.  Has  there  ever  been  any  scheme  for  a high 
pressure  water  supply  to  the  town  from  any  distance  1 
— No ; there  has  been  talk  about  it,  but  nothing  more 
than  talk. 

197.  Do  you  consider  the  town  fairly  lit  now  ? — 
Well,  yes ; I consider  the  town  fairly  lit. 


198.  Were  you  a Commissioner  at  the  time  a 
adoption  of  tin-  Act  ?— No,  sir.  I don’t  know  wW?* 
I mentioned  about  Ballyholme  being  under  anv 

199.  I asked  you  whether  the  application  of  «_ 

Kd“uS“erI,U‘6S 

200.  With  regard  to  the  Lathers;  and  is  there 
anything  else  that  the  by-laws  would  specially  a.Jy 
to?— i’hey  would  apply  to  cars  and  ear-drivers  " 

201.  You  would  have  control  over  the  cars  ph-fo- 

from  the  railway  station  to  Ballyholme  ? Yes  ‘ At 

present  when  they  go  beyond  your  boundary  you  have 
no  control  over  them. 


Mr.  James  Pollock  examined. 


202.  Yon  have  heard  what  the  Chairman  and  Dr. 
Bell  have  stated  ? — Yes. 

203.  Do  you  coincide  with  them  ? — I do,  in  regard 
to  Ballyholme,  but  I do  not  go  in  for  taking  much  of 
Ballyvarnet. 

204.  It  adds  in  a good  deal  of  the  Corporation  area, 
but  the  proposition  before  me  here  does  not  take  in 
any  more  of  Ballyvarnet  than  is  at  present  in  the 
town  1 — There  is  a little,  some  twelve  acres.  I have 
seen  a difficulty  arising  at  the  Newtownards  Board  of 
Guardians  about  that  very  piece  of  land. 

205.  About  that  twelve  acres ! — Yes;  the  Guardians 
had  no  power  to  assess  anything  but  the  whole  area 
of  the  townland  of  Ballyvarnet,  and  I saw  there  was 
a difficulty  arose  at  different  times.  I think  there  is 
now  a law  empowering  to  assess  part  of  a townland. 
There  ai-e  many  matters  connected  with  this  town 


lying  over  for  this  purpose,  and  the  Guardians  don’t 
want  to  do  anything  with  the  sanitary  state  of  affairs 
of  Bangor. 

206.  You  don’t  think  there  is  any  occasion  to  take 
in  any  land  out  Ballyvarnet  way? — None.  The 
Guardians  thought  it  would  not  be  fair  to  tax  a farmer 
outside  there  for  the  sanitary  affaire  of  Bangor.  That 
is  the  feeling  in  Bangor. 

207.  What  is  your  opinion  about  the  extension  to 
Ballyholme  1 — I think  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of 
Ballyholme.  I think  the  Ballyholme  people  would 
receive  great  benefit  by  it,  both  in  lighting  and  in 
sanitary  matters. 

208.  You  would  be  prepared  to  fully  light  it?— 
Certainly.  I would  go  in  for  lighting,  and  see  that 
they  are  not  forgotten.  1 think  it  would  encourage 
building  to  go  on  there. 


Mx-.  David  M'Kenzie  examined. 


209.  Yon  are  a Town  Commissioner? — Yes. 

210.  How  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner? — 
Three  years. 

211.  You  know  the  extension  to  Ballyholme  that 
is  proposed? — I do. 

212.  Would  you  kindly  give  me  your  views  as  to 
that? — My  views  coincide  perfectly  with  those  ex- 
pressed by  the  Chairman  and  the  other  Commissioners 
examined  regarding  Ballyholme,  and  I was  labouring 
under  another  impression  with  regard  to  the  extension 
of  the  boundary  to  the  lands  at  Ballyvarnet,  and  I am 
satisfied  that  the  boundary  there  should  he  as  it  is. 


213.  But  you  would  not  go  further  out? — I would 
not  go  further. 

214.  Do  you  know  a place  called  Rathgill?— I do, 
sir. 

215.  The  proposed  extension  goes  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a mile  beyond  that,  out  along  that  road? 
Do  you  think  that  would  be  too  far  ? — I think  it 
would  be  quite  too  far.  Rathgill  would  he  no  benefit, 
and  it  would  be  an  expense  to  take  lamps,  or  any 
other  sanitary  arrangement  so  far  as  that,  going  up  a 


Mi-.  David  Harvey  examined. 


216.  What  are  your  views  on  the  question  of  the 
proposed  extension  1 — I agree  with  what  Mr.  M'Kenzie 


has  said,  both  with  regard  to  Ballyvarnet  and  Bally- 
holme. I wish  to  state  nothing  further  than  that. 


Mr.  John  Robinson  examined. 


217.  Are  you  in.  favour  of  the  proposed  extension  ? 
— On  behalf  of  the  portion  of  Ballyholme  that  isjielcl 
under  Lord  Dnfferin,  I oppose  this  extension. 

218.  The  portion  that  is  proposed  to  be  taken  in, 
ac  least  that  the  Commissioners  wish  to  be  taken  in 
is  represented  by  the  blue  lino  c-n  the  map.  The 
eastern  half  of  the  Ballyholme  district  is  the  one 
that  you  are  interested  in  ? — Yea. 

219.  Do  you  own  the  property  ? — I own  portion  of 
the  property. 

220.  There  is  a good  deal  of  building  going  on  upon 
yohr  property  ?— There  is  no  building  but  one  double 
house  at  the  present  time. 

221 . Then  you  don  t own  the  front  ? — I own  portion 
of  the  Dufferin  Villa  property. 

222.  Are  there  any  buildings  along  the  eastern 
portion  of  Ballyholme  ?— There  are  five  villas  at  the 
eastern  end  of  Ballyholme. 


223.  Are  you  interested  in  those?— I am  interested 
in  two  of  them — two  blocks. 

224.  How  many  houses  are  there  in  that  terrace 
altogether  ? — There  are  included  in  the  Dufferin  Villa 
property  eight  houses  walled  round,  and  with  a com- 
plete sewerage  scheme. 

225.  There  are  eight  houses  there  ? — There  are. 

226.  And  they  have  a sewerage  scheme  of  their 
own?— Yes. 

227.  What  is  that  scheme,  just  describe  it?  Is 
there  amain  drain  running  in  front  of  those  houses  ?— 
Behind  them  there  are  large  cesspools,  and  each  house 
empties  the  sewage  into  .the  cesspools,  and  the  over- 
flow from  the  cesspools  goes  into  the  bay. 

228.  From  each  house  ? — No,  one  pipe  conveys  the 
overflow  from  the  houses. 

229.  There  is  one  cesspool  for  the  eight  houses? — 
Yes,  a large  cesspool. 
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030.  And  tlie  sewage  of  each  house  runs  into  that 
cesspool ? — Yes. 

03I  j^ml  the  overflow  from  that  goes  through  a 
covered  pipe  out  into  the  bay  (—Yes,  but  at  present 
there  is  a scheme  before  Mr.  Banks  to  sewer  Lord 
Dufferin’s  property. 

232.  Is  Lord  Dufferin’s  the  Ballyholme  property  ? — 


ics. 

233.  And  what  is  that  scheme  ? — It  is  proposed  to 
sewer  the  whole  of  his  property  facing  the  bay  there. 

234.  Will  you  kindly  tell  me  how  far  from  the 
houses  that  cesspool  is  1 — It  is  about  twenty  yards  from 
the  houses  immediately  in  the  rere. 

235.  What  size  is  it,  have  you  any  ideal — It  is  about 
10  feet  by  S. 

236.  And  how  deep  ? — Six  feet  deep,  and  covex-ed 
3 feet  below  the  surface. 

237.  And  there  is  ixx  contemplation  a perfect  system 
of  drainage  for  that  part  of  Ballyholme,  when  it  will 
be  fully  built  on? — No,  at  the  present  time  Lord 
Dufferin  is  intending  to  sewer,  or  Mr.  Pattison,  the 
agent,  lias  a proposed  scheme  with  Mr.  Banks  for  the 
sewei-ing  of  his  property  there,  and  when  it  is  built  on 
each  one  will  have  to  pay  an  additional  rate. 

23S.  The  scheme  is  looking  forward  to  its  being 
built  upon  1 — Yes. 

239.  And  do  you  as  an  owner  of  property  there 
object  to  its  being  brought  ini — Oh,  yes,  I do,  and  I may 
say  also  on  behalf  of  the  other  gentlemen  who  have 
the  other  houses,  and  they  are  not  here  to-day,  they 
would  object  too. 

240.  You  doix’t  consider  that  keeping  the  roads  lit 
up  to  that  place,  aixcl  getting  this  drainage  done  for 


you  would  be  a fair  exchange  for  the  rating  of  the  Bahcor. 
property  l—I  don’t  see  that  it  would  be  an  advantage  1*.  isr». 
at  all.  In  fact  those  houses  that  I own  portion  of  are  _T^ 

only  let,  except  one  of  them,  in  the  summer  months.  Robinson. 

In  the  summer  season  there  is  no  darkness  at  all : 
there  is  no  requirement  of  gas  along  the  country  road 
to  Bangor.  It  is  a mile  and  a half  nearly  from  the 
foot  of  Ballymagee-street  to  the  end  of  Ballyholme  : 
to  the  end  of  this  proposed  extension. 

241.  And  you  are  not  willing  then  to  lie  rated  in 
exchange  for  those  advantages? — Nut  at  sill.  There 
is  no  doubt  this  sewerage  scheme  will  be  carried  out 
before  long,  and  I think  it  will  not  be  required  to  be 
continued  from  Bangor. 

242.  Do  you  consider  that  in  a place  like  that 
where  the  strand  is  used  for  bathing  purposes  it  is  a 
proper  system  of  sewerage  to  discharge  out  in  the  bay  ‘ 

— That  is  the  reason  that  this  proposed  scheme  is  con- 
templated. 

243.  What  is  the  scheme,  to  take  it  away  from  the 
bay? — To  empty  all  into  one  cesspool,  and  this  cess- 
pool will  be  emptied  into  water  and  filtered  before 
entering  the  bay. 

244.  Then  it  is  the  purifying  system? — Yes,  the 
purifying  system,  and  we  have  a good  supply  of  water, 
no  better.  It  has  been  analysed  several  times.  I 
don't  see  that  we  could  derive  any  benefit  from  coming 
into  the  Bangor  municipal  boundary. 

245.  Your  tenants,  I presume,  come  from  Belfast 
generally '! — Yes. 

246.  And  of  course  while  they  are  liei-c  they  are 
frequently  going  backwards  and  forwards  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  Robert  Murray  examined. 


Mr  Rolicrt 


247.  You  are  a ratepayer  of  Ballyholme? — I am 
rated  at  from  £108  to  £100  in  Victoria-terrace  in 
Ballyholme. 

248.  And  you  are  not  willing  that  the  boundary 
should  be  extended  as  proposed  ? — I would  not  wish 
the  boundary  extended  to  include  Ballyholme,  and  I 
came  here  to  enter  my  protest  against  it  as  far  as  I 
could. 

249.  And  you  don’t  consider  that  getting  the  roads 
lit  and  the  drainage  looked  after  by  the  Commissioners 
would  be  a fair  exchange  for  the  rating  ? — I certainly 
don’t.  I think  we  are  rated  very  high  at  present,  and 
I think  we  give  Bangor  some  advantage,  and  I don’t 
see  what  advantage  Bangor  could  give  us  in  Ballyholme. 

250.  You  don’t  consider  that  it  is  of  importance  to 
your  tenants,  whether  the  streets  between  you  and 
the  railway  station  are  kept  in  good  order  or  not  ? 
— The  streets  up  to.  the  present  were  in  very  fair 
order.  At  the  present  time  they  are  making  a sort 
of  cutting  there — that  is  county  business — that  inter- 
feres with  their  comfort.  The  street  before  our 
houses,  we  made  it  oui'selves,  and  spending  the  Grand 
Jury  money  not  that  of  the  Commissioners,  and  as 
for  the  water  we  have  had  it  analysed  by  Dr.  Hodges 
and  he  gave  a good  report,  and  we  have  an  abundant 
supply. 

251.  What  ari’angements  have  been  made  with 


regard  to  the  sewerage  and  where  it  goes? — In  the 
centre  of  the  bay,  as  far  as  Victoria-terrace  is  con- 
cerned. 

252.  And  liow  are  the  houses  drained  i — They  are 
drained  by  a cesspool,  a cesspool  at  the  foot  of  the 
grounds. 

253.  One  for  each  house  ? — No,  for  seven  houses 
belonging  to  me.  We  have  a cesspool  for  the  drainage 
of  those  seveD  houses  which  I got  regularly  made. 

254.  And  is  the  matter  distributed  ou  tlie  land  1 — 
Yes,  distributed  on  the  laud  for  the  purpose  of  manure, 
and  the  surface  water  runs  into  the  cesspool. 

255.  There  is  no  connexion  of  that  cesspool  with 
the  Bay  1 — Not  the  slightest  that  I am  aware  of,  as  it 
all  rans  down  at  the  back — 120  feet.  My  idea 
altogether  is  against  the  extension  that  is  proposed 
to  include  Ballyholme.  I don’t  think  we  would 
derive  any  benefit  from  it. 

256.  And  you  would  have  to  pay  the  rates?— kes, 

we  would  have  to  pay  the  rates  for  which  we  would 
get  no  benefit  in  the  world  that  I can  see.  I know 
houses  that  certainly  do  not  pay  the  expenses  upon 
them.  We  only  have 

257.  But  there  is  building  going  ou  there  * — el» 
there  has  not  been  much  of  late  years.  There  is  some 
still  going  on.  There  is  still  some  but  not  very 
much. 


Mr.  James  Gaw  examined. 


Mr.  Jana* 
Gaw. 


258.  You  don’t  think  you  derive  any  advantage 
that  would  justify  the  proposed  extension  ?— I think 
not.  I don’t  see  any  benefit  that  I could  derive. 

. 259.  You  have  not  any  buildings  ? — Nothing  but 
a cottage  and  the  garden  marked ; but  my  valuation  is 
about  £13  a year.  I don’t  see  if  they  put  anything 
upon  me  that  I would  get  any  compensation  for  it. 

260.  However  I may  take  you  as  objecting ! — Yes, 
please  sir. 

261.  You  know  you  would  be  only  rated  at  a fourth 
of  the  valuation? — Yes. 


262.  Jumel  31‘DomtU,  Join  PMa-mi.  am I John 
'{amUlon,  stated  they  were  nil  opposed  to  the  proposed 
xtension. 

263.  Mr.  Murray.— There  are  other  owners  of 
troperty  in  Ballyholme  who  me  opposed  to  the 
rxtension,  hut  they  eould  not  attend  to-day. 

964  Mr  Patterson. — I don’t  know  any  resident  or 

jwner  of  property  that  is  not ^ opposed  m the  very 
strongest  manner  to  anything  of  the  kind. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 
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b«.bkiocak.  BALBRIGGAN.— MAY  13th,  1S75J. 

May  13, 187», 

(Before  Mr.  C'.  P.  Cotton,  c.e.) 


Mr.  Daniel 
Synnotl. 


Mr.  Daniel  Svnnott  examined. 


1.  You  are  clerk  of  tlie  Town  Commissioners  of 
Balbriggan  ? — Y es. 

2.  For  bow  long  have  you  been  so! — Three  and  a 
half  years. 

3.  Under  what  Act  is  the  town1! — The  Towns  Im- 
provement Act,  1854. 

4.  When  was  it  put  under  that  Act1? — The  Act  was 
adopted  so  far  as  lighting  is  concerned,  on  the  23rd 
April,  1860,  but  on  the  22nd  Jufy,  1876,  it  was  adopted 
for  all  purposes. 

5.  Including  water  supply? — Yes.  There  are  no 
water  works  hut  the  Act  was  adopted  for  all  purposes. 

6.  Was  tlie  town  previously  under  any  body  of 
Commissioner’s? — No.  That  was  the  first  time  any 
Act  was  adopted,  and  they  had  no  other  power  except 
that  of  lighting. 

7.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town  ? — Five  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  acres  one  rood  and  twenty-one 
perches. 

8.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town? — Two 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eight. 

9.  That  was  in  1871  ? — Yes.  That  return  is  taken 
from  Thom’s  Almanac. 

10.  What  is  the  valuation  of  Balbriggan? — Three 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety  pounds  fifteen 
shillings. 

11.  That  is  the  last  valuation  ?— The  last  valuation, 
as  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  union. 

12.  You  know  the  shape  of  the  town — does  it  ex- 
tend equally  in  all  directions  from  where  we  now  are  ? 
— I think  on  the  average  the  town  extends  about  a 
quarter  of  a mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town. 

13.  Are  they  whole  townlands  comprised  within 
the  town  or  only  parts  of  townlands? — Whole  town- 
lands.  They  are  the  townlands  of  Balbriggan  and 
the  townland  of  Tankardstown.  There  are  three. 

14.  That  comprises  the  entire  town? — Yes,  sir. 

15.  There  are  no  wards? — No  wards. 

16.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  town? — it  is 
in  the  electoral  division  of  Balbriggan. 

17.  Do  you  yourself  know  the  size  of  the  electoral 
division  ? — No ; but  as  far  as  I heard  it  is  something 
about  two  and  a half  English  miles  from  the  courf- 
house  all  round  except  to  the  sea-coast. 

18.  How  many  Commissioners  are  there? — There 
are  nine  Commissioner’s. 

19.  How  many  voters  are  there  ? — There  are  ninety- 
three  ratepayers  qualified  to  vote. 

20.  And  how  many  of  them  are  qualified  to  sit  as 
Commissioners  if  elected  ?— Twenty-seyen  are  eligible 
to  be  elected. 

21.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners  had  under  their 

consideration  the  queries  sent  down  to  them  by  us  ? 

Yes,  sir.  J 

2.2.  Have  they  come  to  any  resolution  on  the 
subject? — Yes. 

Yesf  sir^316  ^ unariimous  in  tbeir  decision?— 


24.  What  resolution  did  they  come  to  ?— “The  Com- 
missioners as  a body  considered  the  question  of  the 
boundaries  and  they  were  unanimously  in  favour  ol 
leaving  them  as  they  are,  inasmuch  as  any  extension 
of  the  boundaries  would  merely  have  the  effect  ol 
putting  additional  taxation  on  those  who  already  bore 
the  principal  part  of  it.” 

25.  That  is  that  the  owners  of  land  outside  are  al- 
ready ratepayers  inside  ?— No.  The  Town  Commis- 
sioners were  unanimously  opposed  to  any  extension 
ot  tiie  boundaries  and  were  satisfied  with  the  present 
boundaries,  that  is  what  they  said,  and  I wrote  this 
out  myself. 

26.  What  wej-e  the  grounds  on  which  they  came  to 
this  resolution?— On  the  ground  that  the  land  is  so 


thinly  populated  outside  the  boundary,  and  that  if 
you  added  half  a mile  to  tlie  boundary  the  land  brought 
in  would  only  pay  one-fourth;  and  if  the  Commission  J 
had  to  supply  that  district  with  gas  the  revenue  derived 
would  not  pay  for  tlie  lighting,  and  there  are  a «ood 
many  of  the  Commissioners  owners  of  house  propertv 
and  they  pay  nearly  all  the  rates  themselves.  1 ' ’ 

27.  That  is  outlie  supposition  that  the  lands  would 
contribute  only  one-fourth,  and  that  the  Commissioners 
would  be  bound  to  give  light  and  other  facilities  to 
the  extended  area  ?— Yes,  sir,  and  all  they  could  re- 
cover  would  lie  one-fourth,  which  would  not  pay  for 
the  additional  expenses. 

28.  Do  you  know  the  country  round  well  enough 
to  say  if  there  was  an  extension  of  half  a mile  how 
many  people  would  probably  be  brought  in?— No.  I 
think  there  would  not  he  many  within  half  a niile. 
There  would  be  Hampton  and  Black  Hall. 

29.  That  would  he  only  two  places? Yes  sir. 

Thei’e  might  he  a few  farmers  brought  in. 

30.  How  far  is  Balrotliery  from  this?— It  is  a mile 
or  more. 

31.  What  size  is  Balrotliery? — It  is  a small  place. 
The  population  of  it  is  about  200. 

32.  Tlie  Commissioners  never  considered  the  question 
of  bringing  in  Balrotliery  ? — No,  sir.  The  houses  there 
are  nearly  all  cabins,  and  there  would  not  be  much 
derived  from  them ; they  arc  all  poor  people  livingtliere. 

33.  You  have  not  got  a valuation  of  it? — No,  sir. 

34.  What  rates  have  been  struck  in  the  town  of 
Balbriggan  since  1874  ? — For  1874  the  town  rate  was 
10<7.  in  the  £. 

35.  For  1875  what  was  it? — For  1S75,  Sd.  in  the 
pound. 

36.  For  1876  ? — It  was  lil.  in  the  pound. 

37.  For  1877  how  much? — 6c/.  in  the  pound. 

38.  For  1878  ? — It  was  7 d.  in  the  pound. 

39.  You  have  not  struck  a rate  this  year  yet  ?— 
Not  as  yet. 

40.  Can  you  tell  me  the  poor-rate  for  these  years 
since  1874  ? — Yes,  sir ; in  1874  the  poor-rate  was  Is.  Grf. 
in  the  pound  ; in  1875  it  was  10<Z. ; in  1876  it  was  Is. 
2t/. ; in  1877  it  was  Is.  6<Z. ; and  in  1878  it  was  Is.  G<Z. 
also.  That  includes  'Id.  sanitary  rate. 

41.  In  what  year  ? — That  is  in  1875. 

42.  That  is  included  in  the  10c/.  rate  for  that  year?— 
Yes,  sir,  2c/.  sanitary  rate  in  1877  also,  and  2<Z.  in  1878. 

43.  What -was  that  sanitary  rate  for? — That  rate 
was  for  sewers.  There  was  a main  sewer  made  through 
the  town,  ancl  there  was  .£300  borrowed  for  it. 

44.  Was  this  sanitary  rate  all  for  this  sewer? — Yes. 
In  1874  the  Commissioner’s  were  the  sanitary  authority, 
and  the  £300  was  borrowed  in  about  September  of 
that  year,  but  the  passing  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
then  took  the  authority  from  them  and  the  guardians 
became  the  sanitary  authority.  The  Commissioners 
then  handed  over  the  £300  to  the  guardians,  and 
this  2cZ.  rate  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming 
that  loan,  paying  interest  and  redeeming  part  of  the 
principal. 

45.  Do  you  know  liow  much  has  been  repaid  of  that 
loan? — £15  is  paid  of  the  principal  every  year,  and 
5 per  cent,  interest  on  the  balance. 

46.  Did  that  2d.  rate  cover  anything  else — was 
there  any  other  sanitary  work  undertaken  bv  the 
guardians  ? — No,  sir.  There  is  part  of  the  rate  to  pay 
the  executive  sanitary  officer.  I don’t  think  it  would 
take  the  whole  of  the  2cZ.  rate  to  pay  the  interest  and 
part  of  the  principal. 

47.  But  there  were  no  other  works  done? — No. 

48.  On  what  district  was  that  2cZ.  rate  struck  ? — On 
the  town  of  Balbi-iggan. 

49.  That  is  on  the  municipal  area? — Yes.  It  is 
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called  tlie  electoral  division  of  Balbriggan,  but  no  one 
ontside  Balbriggan  pays  that  rate. 

oO.  A special  sanitary  rate  of  that  kind  would  be 
struck  upon  a special  district  ? — It  is  on  the  town  of 
Balbriggan  and  no  other  place. 

;>1.  What  do  yon  mean  by  the  town — do  you  know 
the  municipal  areal — Yes,  sir. 

52.  When  I asked  you  what  was  the  township  of 

Balbriggan  yon  said  three  place? — the  town  of  Bal- 
briggan, the  townhuids  of  Balbriggan,  and  the  townland 
of  Tankardstown — you  mean  the  entire  of  the  528 
acres  1— Yes,  sir.  , , 

53.  Have  you  anything  to  show  what  district  the 
special  sanitary  rate  was  struck  on — what  was  the 
contributory  district  1 — Yes,  sir  (produces  notice). 

54.  After  the  year  1874,  when  the  guardians  struck 
a special  sanitary  rate,  did  they  strike  it  on  the  town 
of  Balbriggan,  the  townlands  of  Balbriggan,  and  the 
townland  of  Tankardstown — the  whole  of  the  528 
acres? — Yes. 

55.  What  was  the  county-cess  during  these  years 
sines  18741— In  1874  it  was  Is.  Sic?. 

56.  That  was  for  the  whole  year? — Yes,  sir.  In 
1875  it  was  Is.  6r/. ; in  187G  Is.  5 Jc/. ; in  1877  Is. 
5 id. ; and  in  1878  Is.  5d.  In  that  year,  1874,  the 
municipal  rate  was  10c/.,  aucl  that  included  3c/.  for  a 
special  sanitary  rate. 

57.  Was  that  sanitary  rate  in  1874  collected? — 
On  the  7th  December,  1874,  there  was  a resolution 
passed — 

“ Resolved— That  the  secretary  be  requested  to  write  to 
the  clerk  of  Balrothery  Union  on  the  subject  of  the  loan 
for  sewage  purposes  in  the  Balrothery  Union,  intimating 
that  the  Town  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  transfer  to  the 
•uiardians  the  amount  of  the  loan  subject  to  the  conditions 
on  which  it  has  been  obtained.” 

58.  Did  they  hand  over  the  3c/.  sanitary  rate  to  the 
guardians  ? — No.  They  handed  over  the  loan.  It  is 
entered  on  the  minutes — 

“ That  our  Chairman  lodge  the  balance  of  the  loan  of  .£300, 
borrowed  for  sanitary  purposes  to  the  credit  of  the  guardians, 
and  that  the  secretary  notify  such  to  that  body.” 

59.  How  is  the  town  lighted?— It  is  lighted;  with 
gas  by  contract  with  a private  company. 

GO.  At  so  much  a lamp  ? — Yes,  sir.  £2  5s.  per  lamp, 
for  twenty-three  lamps. 

Gl.  How  is  the  town  supplied  with  water? — By 
pumps.  There  are  six  pumps  and  two  public  wells. 

G2.  In  what  state  are  they  1 Have  they  ever  been 
the  subject  of  any  inquiry  as  to  the  quality  of  the 
water  ? — I think  the  quality  of  the  water  is  good,  but 
some  allege  that  the  water  is  scarce,  and  more  say  it 
is  plentiful  enough. 

G3.  Is  there  any  allegation  about  its  being  bad? — 
No,  sir. 

64.  The  guardians  took  over  charge  of  the  pumps  ? — 
Yes,  sir. 

65.  How  is  the  town  off  for  drainage — has  there  been 
any  complaint  about  it? — No,  sir.  The  only  thing  is 
that  the  Commissioners  think  if  they  were  invested 
themselves  with  the  sanitary  poweis,  the  sewerage 
would  be  looked  after  in  a better  manner,  and  that 
it  would  not  be  as  expensive.  The  dispensary  com- 
mittee, appointed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  have  to 
report  any  matters  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  if 
they  find  anything  wrong  it  will  be  some  months  before 
anything  is  done  to  remedy  it.  If,  for  instance,  there 
is  a sewer  bad,  the  dispensary  committee  report  it  to 
the  Boai’d  of  Guardians,  and  then  there  is  delay. 

66.  Have  the  Board  of  Guardians  done  anything 
in  the  way  of  repairing  other  seweis,  than  this  one 
for  which  the  £300  was  borrowed  ?— No,  sir. 

67.  They  have  done  nothing  in  the  way  of  extending 
them? — Yes,  there  is  one  sewer  in  Skemes-street, 
which  they  have  made. 

68.  Then*  they  had  this  sum  for  other  purposes 
besides  the  one  drain  ? — Yes,  and  there  is  something 
of  it  expended  for  keeping  the  pumps  in  repair. 

69.  Have  the  commissioners  considered  the  ques- 


tion, whether  they  should  apply  to  be  made  the  urban 
authority,  and  get  control  of  the  sanitary  matters  them- 
selves ?— -Yes ; the  commissioners  would  be  in  favour 
ol  transferring  the  sanitary  poweis  to  themselves 
believing  that  the  work  would  be  better  and  more 
expeditiously  done,  and  at  less  expense. 

70.  Is  that  the  effect  of  a resolution  they  adopted 
or  what  you  know  to  be  their  feeling  ?— That  is  their 
feeling. 

71.  But  they  have  not  sent  forward  any  memorial  ? 

No,  sir ; this  was  only  their  expressed  opinion. 

72.  But  if  they  would  like  it  why  don’t  they  ask 
for  it? — They  would  rather  wait  for  a little  while 
longer,  until  they  see  how  it  would  work  in  other 
towns  similarly  situated — other  towns  with  as  small 
a population  as  Balbriggan. 

73.  Surely  they  must  know  how  it  operates  when 
they  had  the  power  up  to  1874?— Yes,  sir;  they  did 
not  consider  they  would  get  any  further  powers’  than 
what  they  had  before  under  the  Sanitary  Act. 

74.  They  did  not  think  they  would  get  any  addi- 
tional powers  ?— No,  only  the  same  as  before. 

75.  You  reside  here  yourself? — Yes,  sir. 

76.  Do  you  know  the  feeling  of  the  ratepayers 
generally. with  regard  to  the  boundaries  ?— I think  the 
ratepayers  decline  giving  any  opinion.  I think  they 
would  be  satisfied  with  the  present  boundaries. 

77.  What  were  tlie  receipts  in  the  year  1878,  from 
the  rates  ! — There  was  no  rate  collected  that  year,  the 
collector  being  sick  it  was  held  over  until  next  year. 
The  financial  year  terminates  on  the  15th  October 
every  year. 

7 S.  What  balance  had  you  at  starting  ? — The  balance 
in  hands  on  the  16th  October,  1877,  was  £52  19s.  2d. 

79.  What  did  you  receive  during  the  year? — There 
was  £300  received  as  a loan  from  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  for  the  erection  of  a market-house. 

80.  What  else? — There  was  interest  from  the 
Northern  Bank  on  that  sum  of  £1  17s.  lid.  The 
£300  was  lodged  in  the  bank,  and  interest  accrued  ; 
then  there  was  the  dog  tax,  £7  Us.  Id. ; petty  sessions 
fees,  £10  3s.  3d. ; for  list  of  voters,  Is. ; for  rent  of 
stables  in  the  new  market  premises  £4 ; and  there  was 
a new  rate  made  of  7 d.  in  the  pound,  but  it  was  not 
collected.  It  was  struck  on  the  1st  July,  and  the  rate 
collector  was  in  hospital,  sick,  and  the  rate  was  held 
over,  and  there  was  none  collected  until  November, 
so  it  doesn’t  appear  in  that  year. 

81.  Is  that  all  the  receipts  for  the  year? — That  is 
all  the  receipts. 

82.  What  is  the  expenditure  ? — The  total,  including 
what  was  laid  out  for  the  erection  of  the  market-house, 
or  in  detail? 

S3.  Give  me  the  items  of  the  expenditure  for  the 
year  l— For  lighting,  £29.  There  was  only  a half-year 
paid  in  consequence  of  tlie  rates  not  being  collected. 

84.  That  is  paid  on  account? — Yes.  £28  15a.  for 
lighting,  and  5s.  to  a maD  for  taking  down  the  lamps 
in  summer;  salary  of  Town  Clerk,  that  is  the  only 
salary  paid,  £12. 

85.  Is  that  fora  half-year  or  a year? — A year. 

86.  Copy  of  rate-book?— £2;  printing,  stationery, 
and  postage,  £8  2s.  6<Z. ; election  expenses,  £1  3s.  9 d.  j 
Local  Government  Board  for  audit,  £3  13s  6 d. ; inci- 
dental expenses,  10s.  10J. ; for  the  market-house,  erec- 
tion of  the  market-house,  and  drawing  plans  and 
specifications,  and  for  instalment  to  the  Board  of 
Works  in  repayment  of  the  loan,  £317  15s.  5d. 

87.  That  left  you  a balance  of  what  ? — £2  6s.  5d. 

88.  What  is  the  amount  uncollected  of  that  rate  of 
Yj  tl_£79  18s.  2d.,  and  there  are  arrears  out  of  that 
which  would  leave  £78  14s.  lit/. 

S9.  Were  there  any  things  that  should  have  been 
paid  for  in  that  year  earned  over;  except  the  half-year’s 
lightin"  ? — No,  sir,  except  a few  small  bills  for 
stationery,  and  fees  of  £4  to  the  collector,  who,  of 
course,  would  not  be  paid  until  he  collects  tlie  rate. 

90.  The  £79  includes  the  poundage  ?— Yes. 

9l’  TBe  town  commissioners  consider  they  have 


Baibbicoak. 

May  13,  1879. 

Mr.  Daniel 
Synnott 
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enough  money  to  do  tlieir  ordinary  work  within  their 
present  powers  with  the  la.  rate  1— Yes,  sir. 

92.  Would  they  have  enough  with  the  Is.  rate  to 
carry  out  whatever  they  would  want  for  sanitary 
works  in  case  they  became  the  urban  authority  ? — I 
think  so ; the  rate  never  exceeded  10<i.  in  the  pound. 

93.  And  with  the  lOd.  they  did  what  they 
wanted! — Yes,  and  there  was  more  laid  out  then 
than  now,  for  there  were  more  improvements  made. 

94.  And  they  don’t  want  any  special  rate  for  any 
other  purpose! — No,  sir. 

95.  Is  there  any  other  information  you  wish  to 
give  regarding  the  subject! — No. 

96.  The  commissioners  have  considered  the  question 
as  to  the  transfer  of  the  management  of  the  roads! — 
The  commissioners  decline  for  the  present  to  give  any 
opinion  as  to  it. 

97.  They  don’t  wish  to  become  the  authority  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  roads  within  the  district! — 
At  the  present  time  they  don't,  but  hereafter  they  may 
change  their  minds  on  the  subject. 

98.  What  fairs  are  there  held  in  Balbriggan! — 
Pour  fairs,  I think. 


99.  Are  they  large  fairs!— They  are.  Thev 
held  on  the  29th  April,  29th  September,  and  second 
Monday  in  December,  and  first  Monday  in  February 
— four  in  the  year. 

100.  There  are  markets  held  here! Yes- 

Mondays.  ’ “ 

101.  Are  there  any  schools  in  Balbriggan?— Yes- 
a National  school. 

102.  From  how  far  round  do  you  think  the  children 
come  to  that  school ! — I think  they  are  nearly  all 
from  the  town. 

103.  There  are  no  farmers’  children  from  outside 
attending  them  1 — No. 

104.  Are  there  any  schools  outside  the  town!— 
Yes  ; one  at  Balrothery. 

105.  A National  school! — Yes ; a National  school. 

106.  Do  you  know  whether  the  people  living  near 
the  present  township  boundaries  wish  to  be  included 
in  the  town  or  not! — Speaking  with  some  of  theml 
think  they  would  have  an  objection. 

107.  Has  the  fact  that  we  were  going  to  sit  here 
been  notified  in  any  way! — Yes,  sir;  it  was  posted 
outside  the  police  barrack. 


Mr.  Terence 
O’Neill. 


Mr.  Terence  O’Neill  examined. 


108.  You  are  a town  commissioner  of  Balbriggan! 
—Yes. 

109.  How  long  have  you  been  a commissioner! — 
For  16  years. 

110.  And  a resident  in  the  town! — Yes,  sir. 

111.  You  have  heard  Mr.  Synnott  say  the  com- 
missioners were  unanimously  in  favour  of  leaving  the 
boundaries  as  they  are  ? — Yes. 

112.  They  wish  to  become  the  urban  authority  for 
sanitary  matters  in  the  district  ? — They  do.  For,  as 
Mr.  Synnott  stated,  it  is  a slow  sort  of  system  at 
present.  The  dispensary  committee  under  the  Board 
of  Guardians  meet  here  once  a month,  and  if  any 
nuisance  occurred'  within  that  time,  and  particularly 
in  summer,  the  pumps  very  often  get  out  of  order, 
there  will  be  delay  in  setting  the  matter  right.  I 
recollect  on  one  occasion  the  attention  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  was  called  to  the  fact  that  the  pumps 
were  out  of  order,  and  we  were  left  at  least  three 
months  without  water;  one  body  l-eported  to  tho 
other — the  dispensary  committee  reported  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  and  the  Boax-d  of  Guardians  sent 
back  the  repox-t,  and  then  it  seemed  the  work  could 
not  be  can-ied  out  by  the  dispensary  committee,  and 
we  were  left  without  water. 

113.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  tlie  transfer  of 
authority,  and  the  only  question  is  whether  you 
consider  the  present  township,  with  its  px’esent  power 
of  racing,  is  sufficient  to  enable  the  commissionei-s  to 
carry  out  the  sanitary  arx-angements  if  they  became 
the  sanitary  authority? — Yes;  I think  so. 

114.  And  they  would  not  waxxt  the  help  of  any 
additional  rates  for  sanitary  mattex-s? — Certainly  not. 
I think  we  would  find  we  could  do  with  less  rate. 

115.  Your  rates  have  never  come  up  to  the  shilling 
yet!— No. 

116.  Has  there  been  axxy  proposition  for  a supply 
of  water  from  any  other  source  than  at  present? — 
No ; the  people  are  quite  content  with  the  supply. 

117.  There  is  no  complaint  as  to  the  quality  of  the 
water! — No,  sir ; bxxt  there  is  some  complaint  of 
negligence  in  keeping  the  pumps  in  order. 

118.  But  the  quality  of  the  water  is  good? Excel- 

lent. 

119.  That  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  was  shared 
in  by  the  other  Commissioners  ? — There  were  eight 
Commissioners  at  the  meeting.  There  was  only  one 
absent  Commissioner. 

120.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  add  re- 
garding this  qxxestion  of  the  boundaries  ? — No,  sir. 

121.  Do  you  know  the  feeling  of  the  ratepayers 
immediately  inside  or  outside  the  present  boundary  ? 


— I think  the  feeling  outside  woxild  be  against  exten- 
sion, for  this  reason  principally — they  are  farmers, 
and  they  imagine  if  they  were  annexed  they  would 
forfeit  their  x-ight  xxnder  the  Lund  Act. 

122.  Independent  of  that,  do  you  know  of  any 
objection  to  the  extension  ? — I don’t  think  there  would 
be  any  objection. 

123.  Would  thei-e  be  any  objection  if  they  knew 
they  would  have  to  pay  something  more  in  the  way 
of  taxes  ? — I think  so. 

124.  Something  small? — They  might.  It  is  prin- 
cipally land,  and  it  pays  only  one-fourth. 

125.  Are  the  holders  of  land  within,  say,  a distance 
of  a mile  from  the  centx-e  of  the  town,  but  outside  the 
present  boundary,  residents  in  the  town? — No,  they 
are  not. 

If  6.  Then  the  adjoining  lands  are  not  in  the  nature 
of  ti.wnparks  ? — No,  they  are  not. 

127.  These  people  outside  live  on  their  own  land! 
— Yes. 

1 2S.  Do  you  know  where  the  children  go  to  school 
who  live,  say,  a distance  of  a mile  and  a half  from 
Balbriggan? — I do. 

129.  Do  they  come  into  Balbriggan? — No;  an 
English  mile — from  Clonax-d — they  come  into  Bal- 
briggan, but  there  are  schools  all  round. 

130.  I sixppose  the  farmers  xiso  Balbx-iggan  as  a 
market  town  ? — They  do ; and  respectable  farmers  send 
their  children  into  the  Convent  schools  here. 

131.  The  people  who  live  within  a certain  distance, 
say,  a mile  derive  advantage  from  having  the  town 
properly  kept? — Yes. 

132.  And  their  land  is  of  higher  value  on  account 
of  being  near  the  towxx? — No  doubt  they  derive 
greater  value,  if  it  was  for  no  other  purpose  than  that 
of  gathering  seaweed. 

133.  Bxxt  that  is  because  the  town  happens  to  be 
on  the  .seashore  ? — Just  so.  Of  course  as  Balbriggan 
is  improved  it  woxxld  benefit  the  neighbourhood  around, 
as  it  woxxld  become  a better  market. 

134.  How  far  into  the  country  do  you  think  any 
special  benefit  accrues  to  the  residents  and  farmers  ?— 
I woxdd  say  two  and  a half  miles  north,  west,  and  south, 
or  I would  say  about  three  miles,  as  this  is  the  prin- 
cipal market,  place  to  those  people  resident  out  there. 

135.  I see  that  Balrothery  is  a small  village  witluu 
a short  distance  of  Balbriggan — has  the  question  o 
including  it  been  considered? — It  never  has,  but  1 
would  not  come  under  tho  same  category  as  other 
places,  for  there  are  very  few  people  there  except  the 
parish  priest  and  tho  rector,  and  a few  people  like 
that,  who  would  pay  taxes. 
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136.  The  union  workhouse  is  in  Balrotkery  1 — It 
is  three  miles  beyond  Balrotliery. 

137.  In  what  place  is  the  workhouse  situated  ? — 
In  Balrotkery. 

138.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  state  in 
reference  to  this  question  ? — No.  The  Commissioners 
held  a special  meeting  with  the  view  of  considering 
this  subject,  and  they  instructed  Mr.  Synnott  to 
answer  any  questions,  and  he  has  embodied  their 
general  opinions  on  all  the  subjects  on  which  he  has 
■riven  evidence. 

° 139.  Mi-.  Synnott. — The  electoral  division,  I find, 
extends  as  far  as  Barnageera  on  one  side;  that  is 
about  two  and  a half  miles  to  the  south,  and  it  extends 
to  the  sea  ? — A vei-y  short  distance. 


Mr.  O'Neill  recalled. 

1 40.  You  know  the  extent  of  the  electoral  division  l 
— Yes,  I do. 

141.  It  has  been  one  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
Select  Committee  which  gave  rise  to  this  inquiry,  that 
where  it  was  feasible  the  municipal  boundaries  should 
be  made  conterminous  with  electoral  division  boun- 
daries ; in  your  opinion,  would  it  be  out  of  the  ques- 
tion to  make  the  boundaries  of  the  town  of  Balbriggan 
conterminous  with  the  boundaries  of  the  electoral 
division  1 — Quite  out  of  the  question. 

142.  On  account  of  the  immense  distance  to  which 
the  electoral  division  extends! — Yes,  and  bringing 
nothing  in  but  land. 


Mr.  Synnott  recalled. 


143.  Is  Balbriggan  increasing  in  population? — 
There  are  a good  many  improvements  in  regard  to 
building  houses  but  the  population  is  not  increasing. 

144.  The  valuation  has  slightly  inci-eased  within 
the  last  few  years? — Yes  ; and  I think  next  year  it 
will  be  further  increased,  for  a good  many  houses  have 
been  built,  and  have  not  yet  been  inserted  in  the  rate- 
books. They  will  add  a good  deal  to  the  rate. 

145.  Business  houses  ? — No,  sir,  private  houses. 


146.  Is  the  business  of  the  port  increasing? — I 
don’t  know,  I am  not  long  enough  here  to  say. 

147.  Mr.  O'Neill. — It  is  very  much  decreasing. 

148.  Mr.  Synnott. — The  electoral  division  extends 
on  the  east  to  the  sea,  and  on  the  west  to  a place 
called  Winnons,  and  on  the  north  to  a place  called 
Delvin,  and  on  the  south  to  Barnageera. 

149.  How  far  are  these  ? — They  are  about  two 
and  a half  miles  distant. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 


BRAY.— MAY  3rd,  1879. 

Before  Messrs.  W.  A.  Exham,  q.c.,  Chairman,  and  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e. 


1.  Mr.  Edward  JJreslin,  Chairman  of  the  Town 
Commissioners. — It  is  my  duty,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Town  Commissioners,  to  correct  a misapprehension 
that  appears  to  have  gone  out,  and  to  say  a few  words. 
The  Town  Commissioners,  when  the  queries  were  sent 
to  them,  were  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  holding  of  the 
Commission  so  far  as  they  were  themselves  concerned, 
and  as  to  what  were  the  requirements.  The  impression 
that  has  gone  abroad  is  that  this  inquiry  emanated 
from  the  Town  Commissioner's.  They,  however,  knew 
nothing  about  it  until  they  received  these  queries,  and 
the  inquiry  is  purely  a Government  one  as  I understand 
it.  The  Town  Commissioners  have  made  rip  their 
minds  after  carefully  and  minutely  going  into  the 
question  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  an  extension..  It 
would  be  totally  out  of  the  question  to  bring  in  a 
district  to  pay  rates  only  on  one-fourth  of  the  valuation. 
After  seriously  considering  the  matter  tire  Town 
Commissioners  decided  not  to  have  an  extension. 
They  think  that  our  funds  are  not  quite  sufficient, 
even  now,  to  carry  out  all  the  improvements  that  are 
required,  and  would  not  at  all  be  equal  to  the  increased 
responsibility  and  burthen. 

2.  Chairman. — It  is,  of  course,  a misapprehension 
to  suppose  that  the  Town  Commissioners  have  in  any 
way  originated  or  promoted  this  inquiry.  It  is  held 
in  pursuance  of  a recommendation  of  a Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  contained  in  the 
report  before  me,  and  the  warrant  issued  by  His  Grace 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  under  which  we  act.  [Mr. 
Exham  read  portion  of  the  warrant.]  There  was  no 


suggestion  or  statement  made  that  the  district  brought 
in  should  only  be  liable  to  one-fourth  of  all  the  taxes. 
The  owners  or  occupiers  now  pay  county  cess  to  the 
county  for  keeping  up  the  roads  and  county -at-large 
charges,  and  I did  not  hear  anyone  say  that  because 
they  were  taken  in  they  were  to  get  the  benefit  of 
paying  only  one-fourth  of  the  county  rates.  The  ex- 
tension would,  in  point  of  fact,  so  far  as  that  matter 
was  concerned,  make  no  difference  to  them,  for  it 
would  be  only  the  hand  that  receives  that  is  changed. 
No  one  suggested  that  by  being  brought  in  they  were 
to  be  relieved  of  tbe  responsibility  of  the  entire 
county  rate. 

3.  Mr.  George  Keogh,  Solicitor  for  the  Dublin,  "Wick- 
low and  Wexford  Railway  Company. — What  guarantee 
have  the  ratepayers  that  the  legislature  hereafter  will 
give  effect  to  your  recommendation,  and  may  not  the 
result  be  that  the  present  township  with  its  obligations 
will  find  itself  extended  with  additional  obligations, 
and  without  any  additional  benefit  whatsoever.  A 
recommendation  may  be  of  itself  very  equitable,  but 
where  different  parts  of  the  country  have  taken  different 
views  as  to  what  that  recommendation  should  be,  it  is 
hard  for  us  to  be  quite  content  that  it  will  not  affect 
us  unfavourably. 

4.  Chairman. — Whatever  are  the  county-at-large 
charges,  we  cannot  alter  them,  and  in  any  extension 
that  is  proposed  by  us  it  will  be  practically  only  fire 
hand  that  receives  that  will  be  changed  so  far  as  this 
rating  is  concerned. 


Mr.  Edward  Dempsey  examined. 


5.  Chairman. — You  are  the  Town  Clerk  of  Bray  ? 
—Yes. 

6.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town  at  present  ? — 1,044 
acres  15  perches. 

7.  What  is  the  entire  valuation? — £23,304  15s. 
made  up  of  £1,535  10s.  for  land,  and  £20,769  10s. 
for  houses ; and  the  balance,  £999  15s.,  is  for  railways, 
water  and  gas  mains,  and  half  annual  rents. 


8 What  is  the  population  — In  185 1 it  was  3,15  G ; 
in  1871,  6,086 ; the  6th  September,  1S76,  it  was  3,773. 

9 When  was  it  taken  in  1871  ? — On  the  1 st  of  April. 
10.  At  all  events  we  may  assume  that  the  population 

is  increasing? — Tes.  , 

11  Is  there  a good  deal  of  building  going  on?— 
Yes.  The  valuation  since  last  year  alone  has  increased 
by  £920. 
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12.  What  was  the  valuation  in  1S71 ? — £20,162, 
and  at  present  it  is  £23,304  15s. 

13.  What  were  the  rates  for  the  three  last  years? — 
Since  1874,  3s.  6c?.,  except  1877  when  they  were  3s.  2d. 

14.  Was  that  the  minimum  for  the  last  five  years  ? 


44.  Mr.  Cotton.— How  many  wards 
East,  West,  and  Little  Bray.  aie  tllere  1— 


,T  y°u  stl-ite  any  separate  sanitary  rate'? — 

Ho.  The  improvement  rate  covers  all. 

. *6-  Tlien  3s.  6c?.  is  the  maximum  1 — Yes ; that 
includes  2s.  4c?.  improvement  rate,  5c?.  water  rate,  7 d. 
special  rate  for  the  sinking  fund,  and  2c?.  under  the 
special  Act. 

17.  What  debts  do  you  owe? — The  present  debt 
amounts  to  £6,702  8s.  lc?.,  that  includes  the  two 
Government  loans  of  £1,800,  and  £1,100  borrowed 
for  sanitary  purposes  in  1870  and  1872:  there  is,  I 
should  say,  £2,002  S s.  Id.  due  on  them. 

18.  Are  they  being  paid  off  by  sinking  fund?— By 
annuity. 

19.  How  much  a year  do  the  annuities  amount  to  ? 
—£144  9s.  annually  on  the  £1,800,  and  £88  5s.  6c?. 
on  the  £1,100. 

20.  What  are  the  other  debts  made  up  of  1— £4,700 
private  mortgages  in  sums  of  £2,000,  £900,  £1  100 
£600,  and  £100. 

21.  What  is  the  interest? — Five  per  cent. 

22.  Are  you  applying  any  sinking  fund  to  that?— 
Yes  ; we  have  m New  Three  per  Cents  £1,451  11s.  4c?. 

How  much  is  the  sinking  fund  each  year? — 
ZLoT — the  thirtieth  portion  of  it. 

24.  Is  that  £4,700  all  in  one  loan?— No.  I have 
mentioned  the  separate  sums. 

2o.  Who  manages  the  roads  in  the  town?— We  do. 

26.  Under  your  Act?— Yes. 

27.  Is  the  cost  paid  out  of  the  rates?— Yes ; the 
improvement  rate. 

28.  How  do  you  manage  the  county-at-large  charges  ? 
-They  average  about  £600  a year.  The  Wicklow 
Grand  Jury  send  in  a warrant  for  its  amount,  and  we 
pay  it  out  of  the  general  rate,  and  also  about  £50  a 
year  to  the  county  Dublin  Grand  Jury. 

Jaris  tJ,ie  cess  immediately 

outside  the  boundary?— From  Is.  6c?.  to  Is.  8d.  on  an 
average. 

We°are^ie  y°U  urban  sanitary  authority? — 
,31:  ^*at  are  the  P001’  rates  in  the  township  ?— The 
to^sf°3c?te  PreS6Ilt  7ear  is  10rf->  bttt  ^eiages  Is. 

township^  ther°  be  a Banitary  rate?— Not  on  the 
to  Is  3^^  “ thC  P°°r  rate  outside?— About  Is. 

34.  How  much  is  the  sanitary  rate  outside? 
of  W0*8*  Hod*on.— Two  pence. 

35.  Chairman.— Have  the  Commissioner,  as  a 

of 

Dempsey. — They  have  not 

QJi7-  Cotton. — Have  the  Commissioners  ever 

applied  for  an  extension?— Well,  Mr  Brett’s  wtin,+ 
JJ"  4116  consideration  of  the  Board  some  years 
SQ,QbUo-lt^aS  8tr011gIy  opposed.  y 

apS  Sill0'9’  Boilm ~j  “ "»*  H could 

f°“* 

sioll^%P”rtao°mld‘17  “ electo“'  ** 
w.  "s  yo“ 


East  ancl  West  wards  jointly  918a  Or  9p  ’’  an<l  01 
48.  Cannot  you  separate  them  and  '«ive  , 
tton  of  eadi  1— No.  g e ™e  talus. 

yo'1  gi™  tIle  uunrber  of  voter.  1 v 

48.  Can  you  separate  the  valuation?— No 

49.  Can  you  tell,  out  of  these  voters  how  » 

are  qualified  to  sit  as  Commissioner  ? ’ 1117 

50.  I find  there  are  about  350  ratings  «tw.  , 
up  to  £30  and  270  ratings  at  £30  and  upward  ! 
large  number  of  those  who  are  so  rated  ar  female* 

• 51,-Hor  maay  Commissioners  are  there  ?— Fifteen  • 

Wete  U™  f"  Little 

52  Mr.  Cotton.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  di. 
cussed  tire  question  of  the  alteration  of  the  j 
boundaries  1- When  the  queries  we  sent  here'it  ,™ 
referred  fi'om  one  meeting  to  another,  hut  no  definite 
decision  was  come  to  on  the  matter. 

53.  Mr.  Dreslin. — They  did  not  come  to  auv 
decision  on  the  matter,  but  the  last  time  the  Commi'' 
sioners  discussed  it,  there  was  a unanimous  opinion 
disteicf  00111(1  n0t  att6mpt  t0  take  “ any  additional 

54.  How  is  the  town  supplied  with  gas?— Wemv 

5s.  per  thousand  cubic  feet  to  the  Alliance 
Company.  We  have  114  gas  lamps,  and  twenty-tu,, 
metre  lamps  ; the  average  cost  for  four  year  was  £17(1 
(cost  of  gas)  £55  for  wages,  and  £20  to  £25  f...- 
repans. 

55.  Do  you  supply  water  by  arrangement  with  the 
Corporation  of  Du  blin  ?— Yes. 

56.  Chairman. — What  was  the  balance  on  the  last 
yearly  account  to  the  credit  of  the  township?— We 

glance  t0  our  credit  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1877  of  £722  17s.  4c?. 

.5,^*  were  y°ur  receipts?— Car  licenses, 
9A>  reut  and  tolls,  Ac.,  £36  8s.;  fines, 
Is-  \d-  > dog  licenses,  £17  17s.  Id. ; miscellaneous, 
£6^  7s.  9 d. ; £23  6s.  8c?.  Government  contribution  in 
lieu  of  samtary  officer’  salaries.  That  is  for  1877. 

58.  How  did  you  stand  last  year— you  borrowed  no 
money?— Last  year  tbe  balance  due  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  Hibernian  Bank,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  was 
£1,182 ; and  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1878, 
tbe  receipts  were— rates,  £2,667  16s.  lOd;  car  licenses, 
£29  1.5s.  3c?.;  rent  and  tolls,  £40  6s.  3c?.;  fines', 
£108  5s.  10c?.;  dog  licenses,  £15  15s.  7c?.;  miscei- 
J~  receipts,  £102  15s.  lc?. ; which  includes 
£44  10s.  Id.  of  Government  contributions  for  salaries 
and  rates  on  Government  property. 

59.  You  owed  that?— Yes.  The  Grand  Jurv 
charge  for  the  year  was  £1,183  19s.  8c?. ; there  were 
law  and  parliamentary  expenses  £435  13s.  10c?. 
that  was  all  paid  in  1878. 

60.  How  much  was  it  the  year  before  for  the 
Grand  Jury?— £671  2s.  lc?. 

61.  How  could  it  have  increased  so  much? — First 
there  was  £200  compensation  for  the  value  of  ground 
taken  for  a road,  and  we  had  to  pay  three  warrants 
wia£  year  to  the  county  of  Wicklow  Grand  Jury. 
Before  that  the  warrants  were  not  collected  so  quickly, 
but  we  had  to  pay  all  we  owed  that  year. 

62.  At  the  time  you  owed  the  balance  last  year 
what  rates  were  in  arrear  ?— £2,826  Is.  9c?. 

63.  Outstanding  ? — Yes. 

64.  Were  these  good  rates? — Yes,  except  some 
small  sums. 

65.  Up  to  what  time  was  the  balance  sheet  for  last 
year  made  out  ? — Up  to  the  last  day  of  December. 

66.  When  was  the  warrant  for  these  rates? — In 
August  some  time. 

67.  What  was  the  entire  amount  of  the  Warrant ' 
—About  £4,000. 

68.  And  how  came  there  to  be  some  £2,000  due? 
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. Well,  the  collection  was  not  made  as  quickly  as  it 

it  to  have  been. 

0:1.  Mr.  Cotton. — What  state  is  the  sewerage  in? 
.Very  good,  generally  speaking. 

70.  Ts  there  any  loan  for  sanitary  purposes  ?— Yes. 
The  two  loans  of  £1,800  and  £1,100,  which  I men- 
tioned before. 

71.  Chairman. — Were  they  entirely  for  your  own 
area I — Yes. 

72.  Mr.  JSdward  Breslin. — From  the  clear  and 
explicit  statement  you  have  made,  Mr.  Chairman,  my 
mind  is  greatly  changed,  and  I would  be  in  favour  of 
some  extension  of  the  boundary.  For  instance,  I 
would  be  inclined  to  do  what  would  develop  the  rural 
districts.  There  is  the  Old  Connaught-avenue  to 
Shankhill-bridge.  I won!  d take  from  the  Old  Connaught- 
road  to  Shaukhill-bridge. 

73.  Chairman. — That  is  where  the  Old  Connaugbt- 
road  passes  under  the  railway  bridge  ? — Yes,  I would 
ask  you  to  take  the  right  and  left  of  that  road ; there 
are  about  twenty-two  gentlemen’s  residences,  and 
there  is  only  that  straight  line  of  road,  no  intermediate 
road  at  all.  I think  that  to  take  that  in  would 
radiance  the  township,  and  be  most  beneficial  to  the 
district.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  is  a very 
poor  population  in  Tullystown,  between  500  and  GOO, 
and  they  are  very  badly  off  for  water.  The  water, 
in  fact,  has  been  described  by  the  last  analysis,  to  be 
of  a very  impure  character.  Now  I would  not  go  in 
for  taking  the  land,  except  what  the  houses  stood  on, 
such  as  in  the  case  of  these  detached  houses.  I have  no 
doubt  the  value  would  increase  and  improve  by  lighting 
and  watering.  The  lighting  and  watering  is  really 
wanted,  and  is  sought  for  by  several  gentlemen 
residing  along  there,  who  are  anxious  to  get  water. 
They  called  a meeting  of  the  Fathdown  Union  to 
advocate  the  necessity  of  meeting  the  great  want  of 
pure  water. 

7 i.  Mr.  Cotton. — With  regard  to  land,  would  you 
exempt  arable  land  altogether? — Yes,  except  what 
houses  stand  on. 

75.  You  don’t  mean  to  say  you  would  run  a line 
around  the  houses  ? — I would  take  a straight  line  right 
down  by  the  railway,  down  to  Judge  Lawson’s. 

76.  Mr.  Rycdl,  j.i>. — What  breadth  of  land  would 
you  take  in  1—  I woidd  go  to  the  sea,  and  I would  go 
to  Shankhill- bridge ; I would  come  round  by  the  town, 
into  Ravenswell.  There  is  Lord  Plunket’s  place ; 
that  is  a large  place,  and  I would  take  that  iu. . 

77.  Chairman. — You  go  say  a mile  from  the  centre 
of  the  town,  to  take  in  Old  Connaught? — Yes. 

1 8.  Are  there  a good  number  of  gentlemen’s  seats 
around  Bray  ■within  a radius  of  say  two  miles  from 
the  Post  Office  ? — Yes. 

79.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  these  gentlemen,  living 
adjacent  to  the  town  of  Bray,  derive  exceptional 
advantages  from  the  town,  having  it  as  a town  to 
come  to  and  use  for  the  purposes  of  marketing,  going 
to  the  railway,  &c.  ? — Yes.  Yon  have  hit  upon  a 
knotty  point,  the  mai’ket.  A market  is  a thing 
wanted  badly,  for  it  takes  place  here  at  about  four 
in  the  morning. 

80.  Do  they  derive  the  benefit  of  having  then- 
places  of  worship  in  the  town,  and  of  sending  their 
children  to  schools  in  the  town  ? — Yes,  most  decidedly, 
and  they  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  lighting,  cleansing, 
and  so  on. 

81.  Do  you  think  that  the  occupiers  of  land,  and 
the  owners  of  land,  derive  exceptional  advantages 
from  then-  proximity  to  the  town  ? — I do,  most  de- 
cidedly. For  instance,  there  is  Mr.  Longfield,  who 
has  light  to  his  own  gate. 

82.  Does  the  land  near  the  town  pay  a higher  rent, 
&'y  "within  a radius  of  two  miles,  than  land  further 
off? — Yes,  from  my  experience  that  is  decidedly  the 
case,  sometimes  £6  an  acre. 

83.  In  almost  every  place  we  have  been,  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  land  within  a short  distance  of  the  town, 
derives  exceptional  advantages  ancl  benefit,  and  higher 

rents  are  paid? 


J "*  for  “ Mdi“s  °f 

Chairman— To  what  extent,  Mr.  Breslin, 
would  you  say  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  derive 
exceptional  advantages  from  then-  proximity  to  the 
town  of  Bray?— I know  land  at  Shankhill  which 
brings  £o  an  acre,  and  if  it  were  three  miles  off  it 
would  average  about  £3. 

f5".  Chairman— Does  the  occupier  make  a profit 
out  of  it  by  having  a market  town  so  near  1— Yes 

S6.  Sir  George  Hodson.—That  does  not-  affect’  my 
district  at  all. 

87.  Mr.  Breslin. — Land  within  a mile  of  the  town 
goes  up  to  £6  an  acre.  I was  offered,  bv  a butcher 
named  Smith,  £6  for  every  acre  I have  at  Crinken 
and  about  a mile  beyond  that  the  laud  decreases 
value. 


Brat. 
May  3,  1879. 
Mr.  Ed  word 


88.  Within  what  distance  would  you  sav  gentlemen’s 
seats,  or  the  owners  of  these  seats,  derive  exceptional 
benefit  from  the  town,  how  far  would  you  go  1— Well 
I would  go  as  far  as  the  Glen  of  the  Downs.  Every- 
where gentlemen’s  seats  are,  they  derive  exceptional 
benefit  from  the  town  of  Bray.  I am  giving  this 
evidence,  as  it  were,  in  favour* of  an  extension,  from 
the  inference  I have  drawn  from  your  conversation. 
You  have  explained,  so  far  as  I could  understand  it 
that  tlie  proposal  is  that  the  Town  Commissioners 
should  receive,  if  the  boundaries  were  enlarged,  the 
same  rate  as  the  county  cess  is. 

89.  Chairman. — I may  tell  you  what  is  said  else- 
where. It  is  not  because  they  are  brought  into  a muni- 
cipality that  outsiders  as  I call  them,  are  to  get  the 
benefit  of  all  the  advantages  whatsoever  they  be  that 
are  enjoyed  by  the  parent  body.  Am  I to  under- 
stand that  your  proposition  or  suggestion,  would  be 
to  take  in  up  to  Shankhill  and  Judge  Lawson’s  place, 
and  that  you  would  give  them  light  and  water  1— Yes, 
if  they  required  it,  and  they  should  pay  for  it. 

90.  That  is  if  they  paid  the  same  taxes  altogether 
that  anyone  living  in  the  town  does,  you  would  give 
them  light  and  water  ? — Yes. 

91.  Chairman. — It  would  only  be  the  duty  of  the 
Commissioners  to  lay  the  mains ; it  is  for  those  who 
want  the  supply  to  put  in  the  branches  ? — That  is  so. 

92.  Now  take  it  this  way ; if  there  was  an  exten- 
sion, of  say  a mile,  or  a mile  and  a half  outside 
the  town,  would  this  be  your  view,  haring  considered 
it  after  what  I said,  that  the  persons  living  in  that 
district,  within  the  boundary  so  extended,  should  only 
pay  a proportion  of  the  rates  payable  in  the  town, 
that  is  for  merely  lighting,  watering,  and  scavenging 
the  town,  but  that  they  should  pay  the  same  road 
rate ; and  that,  with  this  addition,  that  if  they  chose 
to  pay  all  the  rates  (the  same  as  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town)  they  should  get  all  the  advantages  enjoyed  by 
the  townspeople  ? — Most  decidedly ; and  that  would 
enable  the  rates  to  be  considerably  reduced  each  year 
if  proper  management  were  exercised,  and  the  Com- 
missioners elected  for  the  added  districts  would  be 
able  and  in  a position  to  look  after  the  affairs  of  their 
respective  constituencies.  Good  Commissioners, 
gentlemen  of  position  and  intelligence,  would  be 
selected. 

93.  The  further  question  then  would  be,  if  you 
had  an  extension  carried  out  and  if  you  got  from  those 
people  brought  in  under  it  what  they  pay  at  present, 
would  you  be  able  to  keep  them  os  cheaply  as  the 
County  Grand  Jury? — That  would  greatly,  or  to  a 
certain  extent  depend  on  the  branch  roads ; it  is  more 
a question  for  Mr.  Brett.  1 think  myself,  to  give  my 
own  general  knowledge  of  the  roads,  there  is  scarcely 
enough  to  keep  the  branch  roads  in  as  proper  order  as 
one  might  wish  to  have  them  in. 

94.  Take  a radius  of  a mile  and  a half,  and  look- 
in*  at  the  map,  are  there  many  gentlemen’s  residences 
that  would  be  taken  in?— Well,  except  in  regard  to 
the  one  district,  I have  not  considered  it,  but  I may 
here  mention  that  another  great  advantage  it  would 
have,  would  be  to  give  the  Commissioners  power  over 
all  the  carmen,  so  as  to  establish  certain  rates,  and  in 
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that  way  to  a great  extent  tend  to  develop  the 
n.  beauties  of  the  place.  We  have  no  power  at  present 
! beyond  four  miles  of  the  post  office. 

95.  Chairman. — Oh,  well,  no  one  would  extend  it 
beyond  that. 

96.  Mr.  Breslin. — It  is  a great  pity  there  could 
not  be  move  extended  control  over  them. 

97.  Chairman. — Is  not  the  boundary  of  Bray 
rather  exceptional  and  curious  l — Yes,  it  is  certainly 
irregular.  It  goes  considerably  over  a mile  to  the 
east  and  south-east. 

98.  And  takes  in  a large  portion  of  Bray  Head? — I 
am  sorry  to  say  not  a large  portion,  except  Mr.  Butler’s 
place.  It  goes  about  a mile  and  a half ; at  the  nor- 
thern side  it  does  not  go  a quarter  of  a mile.  What 
I woidd  suggest  is  this  : I would  recommend  that  we 
should  go  to  the  south  of  Bray  Head  and  take  in  round 
Bray  Head,  coining  round  to  Windgates,  taking  the 
whole  of  that,  and  at  thesouth  end  of  Bray  Head  cutup 
a nice  plot  and  have  a cemetery  formed,  for  I may 
mention  that  Kilmacanogue  is  overcrowded,  indeed 
nearly  all  the  burial-grounds  about  are  overcrowded, 
except  Kill-o’-the-Grange. 

99.  Then  you  would,  as  I understand  you,  take 
in  Kilruddery  demesne  1— Part  of  it.  Lord  Meath 
has  been  anxious  to  take  in  the  whole  of  Kilruddery. 
The  road  around  Bray  Head  is  badly  kept  and  it 
would  be  a great  thing  to  have  it  properly  kept  and 
improvements  effected.  If  it  was  in  another  country 
it  would  be  a second  Switzerland  for  beauty  and 
attraction. 

100.  CnAiRMAN. — Is  it  in  the  hands  of  any  one  at 
present  ? — No. 

101.  Mr.  Cotton  — Your  suggestion  would  be  to 
take  in  Bray  Head  or  some  of  it  near  the  sea,  and  not 
extend  towards  Enuiskerry,  would  you  extend  in- 
land at  all  ? — There  is  a piece  of  road  between  the 
county  and  Bray,  a piece  belonging  to  no  one,  it  is 
just  between  the  two  counties,  and  I would  no  as  far 
as  Mr.  Troy’s  or  the  Dargle  gate. 

u Yo11  were  » numb®  of  tie 

Board  in  1863 ? — Yes. 

103.  Do  you  remember  instructions  being  given  to 
Mr.  Brett  to  prepare  a report  on  the  subject  of  exten- 
sion of  the  boundaries  ?— Yes,  that  was  chiefly  at  the 
instance  of  Lord  Meath. 

• 1 ^Yas  Mr-  Brett  S^vei1  instructions  on  the  sub- 
ject?— Yes. 

105.  Is  the  result  indicated  by  the  line  marked 
3’ellow  on  the  map  ? — Yes. 

106.  Was  Mr.  Brett’s  report,  so  prepared,  in  con- 

iormity  with  instructions,  sent  in? Yes. 

107.  Was  any  application  made  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 

tenant?—No.  The  suggestions  made  were  opposed 
oy  a great  many.  1 1 

108.  Were  the  Commissioners  unanimous  on  the 
subject? — Well,  not  unanimous. 

109.  Was  any  resolution  adopted  on  the  report  or 
preference  to  it?— Yes,  the  Town  Clerk  will  be 
able  to  tell  you  from  the  minutes. 

rpivvi-i ' u aTowu  Olerk—On  the  receipt- of  the 
report,  i nnd  a resolution  of  December  2,  1872  was 
passed  at  a meeting,  Lord  Meath  in  the  chair.’  At 
that  meeting  the  report  from  the  Surveyor,  Mr  Brett 

ZZi  readf  at  of  Gxteusi°n,  and  on  the 

motion  of  Mr.  M Greevy,  seconded  by  Mr.  M 'Neill 
it  was  resolved — xieiu, 


*fr;  Brett  s report  on  the  increase  of  the  Brav 
township  just  submitted  b,  him  to  this  Board  be 
and  circulated  among  the  ratepayers."  Panted 

And  at  the  last  meeting  that  jest  it  -was  resolved— 

and  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  proprietors  of  WUh 

posed  to  be  added  to  the  townsh?  of  Brav  pr°' 

upon  the  steps  necessary  to  be  taken' for  such  enW  rePort 
with  the  instruction  that  the  maximum  taxation*  lPu161111 
exceed  in  amount  the  Grand  Jun"  ££' * \{ 1,111  not 
tune  by  the  proprietors,  and  that  the  proprietors  shlllTf 
ho  charged  for  wain,  gas,  ,r  for  seK^-iopt 


s their  requisition  to  be  supplied  wilk 
t notion  on  this  resolution  is  postponed  muil  .1.  ,”*4* 

ssderation  of  the  report,”  ^ 11 h 1 after  tbs  coa. 

t 111.  Mr.  Cotton. — If  that  proposed  exter™ 
adopted,  what  was  contemplated  iith  LS  teTT 
1 division  or  other  arrangement  of  wards  f snb- 
Mr.  llreslm — -I  do  not  recollect  As  far  as  1 
- member  concerning  Mr.  Brett's  proposition™  w v 
mquines  we  found  that  a large  majo*,  of  Cfe 
owners  were  very  much  opposed  to  it.  “* 

112.  Mr.  Cotton. — Has  there  been  or  was  ft 
then  any  meeting  of  ratepayer,  generally  1_X  “ 

113.  But  they  knew  of  it? Yes.  3 

114.  To  your  own  knowledge  do  these  "entWn 

occupying  seats  outside  and  their  families  use  Te 
town  of  Bray  largely  ?_Yes,  decidedly.  ™ 

115.  Do  they  drive  in  and  go  through  the  towntn 
the  railway  anci  so  on  ? — Yes,  constantly.  Mr  Vetn<r 
now  has  gas  and  water  to  his  very  gate.  ’ 

116.  Mr.  Wingfield.— He  has  not  gas  or  water. 

117.  Mr.  Brett.— Mr.  Vemer  applied  to  us  for 
water,  and  we  could  not  give  it  to  him.  If  the  Com 
missionei-s  were  made  aware  of  what  Mr.  Exham  £ 
stated  they  would  not  be  opposed  to  the  extensile 
What  I advocate  on  the  north  side  would  leave  a 
large  surplus.  The  value  of  the  houses  aud  outroffices 

i1’0^  iS„Iar?’  and  eveu  one-fourth 

on  the  land  and  full  valuation  of  the  houses,  mansions 
and  out-offices  we  would  have  a margin.  We  went 
into  a calculation  to  show  that. 

118.  Mr.  Wingfield. — If  we  pay  county  cess  will 
we  not,  if  taken  in,  have  to  pay  10 d.  besides?  ’ 

119.  Chairman. — Yes. 

120.  Mr.  Wingfield, — And  got  nothing  for  it? 

121.  Chairman.— No,  you  get  the  light  of  the  town 
winch  is  so  largely  used  by  you. 

122.  Mr.  Wingfield. — Well,  all  I can  say  is,  that  so 
Jar  from  considering  it  to  be  of  advantage,  this 
proximity  to  the  town  that  has  been  spoken  of,  I think 
it  does  not  tend  by  any  means  to  our  benefit  to  be 
near  it.  It  is  a disadvantage  instead  of  any  advantage. 
We  have  a lot  of  idle  people,  loafei-s  and  vagabonds, 
running  riot  about  the  place,  everything  is  stolen  from 
us,  and  we  can’t  trust  a single  soul.  It  is  nothing  but 
robbery  and  dishonesty.  We  who  are  the  occupiers 
have  to  pay  higher  for  our  land  than  if  we  were  not 
near,  that  is  the  only  advjuitage,  if  you  can  call  it  an 
advantage,  to  be  near  thieves  and  vagabonds.  We 
have  tlie  whole  of  this  dreadful  population  of  Bray 
(worse  than  is  in  tlie  world)  prowling  around  and 
stealing  what  they  can  put  their  hands  on. 

123.  Chairman. — I should  mention  to  you,  Mr. 
Wingfield,  that  there  is  a very  strong  opinion  expressed 
by  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  that  tlie  rates  should 
he  distributed  between  the  landlord  and  the  tenant, 
and  then  the  104  or  10^/.  you  pay  would  be  only  ad. 
The  question  comes  to  tins,  ought  not  the  people  living 
within  a certain  distance  of  a municipal  town  enjoying 
the  lighting,  cleansing,  keeping  of  the  streets  clean, 
and  other  advantages  of  tlie  kind  which  they  use 
largely,  pay  a share  of  the  expenses  attending  those 
benefits  they  enjoy  ? — But  we  don’t  enjoy  them,  we 
would  rather  be  without  them. 

124.  Mr.  Griffin. — I derive  more  advantage  from 
Dublin  than  Bray,  and  more  from  London  than 
either. 

125.  Mr.  Vemer. — I don’t  see  the  advantage  of 
living . near  a place  where  you  have  to  be  watching 
every  individual  who  comes  near  your  house,  and  as 
to  the  market  or  cattle,  why  I should  like  to  know 
what  is  the  great  advantage  you  derive  from  shopping 
here,  everything  is  so-.  dreadfully  expensive.  Indeed 
.so  expensive  is  it  that  I deal  for  my  beef  and  mutton 
iu  the  Queen’s  County. 

126  Chairman. — But  if  you  do  you  have  to  have 
it  brought  by  train,  and  then  carried  along  the  roads 
to  your  house  1— Well,  yes,  but  then  that  would  apply 
to  any  other  part  of  the  country. 

127.  Mr.  Cotton. — I intended  to  ask  you,  Mr. 
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r .slin  are  tire  ratepayers,  as  a rule,  satisfied  witli 
the  arrangement  of  the  wards  1—1  have  not  heard  any 
expression  to  the  contrary.  . t 

128.  Do  y°u  know  the  number  of  voters  in  .bast 


ward? — One  hundred  and  eighty-seven.  There  has 
been  an  increase  of  property  in  East  and  West  wards 
and  Little  Bray  of  £920  in  last  year. 


Bn  at. 
May  3, 1$7!>. 

Mr.  Edward 
Dempsey. 


Mr.  John  Bruce  examined. 


129.  Chairman. — You  are  a Town  Commissioner 
of  jfcjjy " — Yes,  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  years. 

130.  Do  you  yourself  own  any  land  outside  the 

present  boundary?— -Yes,  and  in  it. 

1 jgi  Does  the  land  outside  the  present  town,  say 
for  a mile  and  a half  or  a mile,  pay  more  rent  in  con- 
sequence of  being  so  close  to  town?— Yes,  I pay£G 
an  acre  for  land. 

132.  Is  that  inside  or  outside  the  present  boundary  ? 
—Inside  the  boundary. 

133.  Have  you  any  outside  ? — Yes. 

134.  What  is  that  paying? — From  £4  to  £G  an 
acre. 

135.  What  would  land  of  the  same  quality  bring 
were  it  further  off,  say  a mile  or  between  that  and 
two  miles? — About  £3. 

136.  Is  the  tenant  to  pay  that  increased  rent  from 
havin''  a market  close  at  hand,  at  his  very  door  ? — 
Well,  yes ; from  the  advantages  of  the  position  of  his 
land. 

137.  Does  the  landlord  also  get  an  advantage  by 
being  paid  a larger  rent  by  his  tenant  ? — Yes,  quite  so. 
Manure  is  near  at  hand,  and  the  cows’  milk  is  sent  in 
and  sold. 

138.  Does  the  traffic,  occasioned  by  the  persons 
who  send  in  their  produce  in  that  way  to  the  town  of 
Bray,  and  bring  out  manure  and  so  on,  tend  to  injure 
and  duty  the  mads  ? — Yes. 

139.  In  your  opinion  should  they,  in  justice,  con- 
tribute something  towards  it  ? — Yes. 

140.  What  would  you  consider  a fair  rate  to  be  put 
on  the  land? — I* would  put  very  little  on  the  land 
now. 

141.  But,  Mr.  Bruce,  supposing  there  was  a re- 
valuation of  the  land,  we  are  to  suppose  that  whoever 
would  do  that  would  do  it  fairly  and  in  accordance 


with  the  times,  would  you  think  one-fourth  too  much, 
or  ought  it  to  be  one  half  ? — I think  one-fourth  would 
be  enough. 

142.  Do  you  think  these  rates  ought  to  be  appor- 
tioned between  landlord  and  tenant?— Yes. 

143.  Now  with  regard  to  this  extended  district, 
would  you  say  they  should  continue  to  pay  still  the 
same  road  rate  ? — Yes. 

144.  Would  you  add  on  one-fourth  for  the  benefit 
they  get  from  the  town? — Yes. 

145.  You  heard  Mr.  Breslin’s  suggestion  to  go  tip 
to  Judge  Lawson’s,  and  meet  the  road  that  goes  to  the 
back  of  Old  Connaught  ? — I would  not  go  much  to  the 
west  at  all. 

14G.  Mr.  Breslin.  — I would  take  in  Ellerslie,  and 
all  the  houses  there. 

147.  Chairman. — That  is  the  road  between  Shank- 
hill  Castle  and  Ellerslie? — Yes.  It  is  all  studded 
■with  houses. 

14S.  Suppose  the  lighting  is  not  extended  beyond 
the  present  area ; but  to  having  regard  to  the  advan- 
tages derived  by  these  people,  what  would  you  say  to 
the  extension  running  to  the  west  of  Old  Connaught 
and  these  people  brought  in  only  to  pay  one-fourth, 
the  one-fourth  to  be  divided  between  the  landlord  and 
tenant,  what  would  you  say  to  that  ? 

Mr.  Bruce. — I would  be  in  favour  of  that. 

149.  Would  it  be  your  view,  Mr.  Bruce,  to  extend 
the  boundary  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Breslin  ? — Yes ; and 
take  in  Thornhill — Sir  Edward  Hutchinson’s. 

150.  Chairman.— Mr.  Bruce,  do  you  know  Rivers- 
dale  and  Herbert  Cottage  ? — Yes. 

151.  Do  you  think  the  extended  area  should  take 
in  these  ? — It  would  be  too  much  I think. 

152.  Do  you  know  Killamey  Cottage? — Yes;  that 
is  a very  small  extension  from  the  present  line. 


Mr.  John 


Mr.  Henry  Brett,  c.e.  examined. 

voyor  of  they  did  not  enter  into  deteils^at  ^ill^the  tiungj 


153.  Chairman. — You  are  comity 
Wicklow? — Yes;  and  the  siuveyor  of  the  township. 

154.  Have  you  made  any  calculation  as  to  the  cost 
of  the  roads,  outside  the  present  boundary,  if  extended 
as  Mr.  Breslin  suggested  ? — No ; not  beyond  what  is 
suggested  in  my  report  (produced). 

155.  Could  the  roads,  as  mentioned  in  your  report, 
he  kept  by  the  authorities  here  as  cheaply  as  by  the 
Grand  Jury  ? — Certainly. 

156.  Could  they  be  kept  for  the  county  cess  V — No 
doubt  about  it;  and  probably  there  might  be  some 
saving? 

157.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  prepared  a report,  Mr. 
Brett,  in  1872? — Yes. 

158.  What  we  the  in.tactioM 


allowed  to  drop  as  not  being  generally  favourably 
received.  , 

1G2  Suppose  it  was  increased,  as  suggested  by  Mr. 
Breslin,  towards  Judge  Lemon's,  following  the  ro.d 
to  Old  Connaught,  could  the  roads  be  kept  for  Die 
same  amount? — Yes ; there  would  be  a considerable 
margin  for  the  township.  ,,  , T _ . 

163.  Mr.  George  Keogh— Do  the  Grand  Jury  at 
present  strike  more  than  is  requisite  for  the  roads? 

164.  "M? 'X$h .— How  then  if  the  Grand  Jury,  as  I 
presume  they  do,  only  strike  sufficient  for  the  roads 
Ld  county-at-large  ebarges-how  do  you  make  out 
that  there  is  a margin,  or  that  there  would  bea  margin 


you  defined  that  yellow  boundary  t — Lord  Meatii  ana  u 0f  Dublin. 

the  Commissioners  went  over  the  map,  and  the  line  the  Grand  Jury  o lg  ^ or  ps  qj  to  be- 


i marked  in  the  map  (marked  yellow)  was  what 
appeared  to  be  what  the  general  approval  seemed  to 
point  to. 

159.  Do  you  know  any  principle  that  guided  them  ? 
— No.  It  was  chiefly  advocated  by  Lord  Meath,  who 
was  anxious  to  bring  in  his  demesne. 

- 16,0.  Was  there  any  reason  given  why  they  did  not 


limply  ami siiy  f°r  tto  °f  tbe 

3aud  the  <L»ty-»t-togo  charge,  how  do  you 
m^ke  out  that  if  you  take  away  the  Grand  Jury  and 
substitute  tbe  Commissioners  there  will  be  a savrn^ 
iSl  1 wormn  of  Drofit  to  the  Commissioners  ?— 
Becausele  pro^tion  of  the  valuation  in  this  portion 


go  further  off  to  the  north  ?— No ; but  they  seemed  to  of  the  town  P , • ° ^ ..  of  ^ ^^ty  pro- 

think  that  by  taking  in  the  portions  marked  on  the  barony.  Wicklow  side  is  £4, 716, -the 

map  they  would  be  doing  what  was  of  advantage  to  posed  to  fic  a . q£.  is  Is.  8 d.  in  the 

the  whole.  It  was  entirely  caused  by  Lord  Meath’s  county  cess  pay^  ^ roa(j  charge  applicable  thereto, 
desire.  pound,  £ ’ ^ , , large  proportion  about  £110 

161.  At  the  time  they  were  considering  it  did  they  “L  clear  gain  of  £170  to  the  township 

discuss  how  they  should  distribute  tbe  wards? — No;  (£224). 
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iii  this  way ; tliis  district  which  is  highly  valued  and 
lias  but  a limited  road  charge  has  to  pay  for  the  roads 
in  the  district  parts  of  the  barony,  where  the  valuation 
is  small  and  the  road  charge  large;  the  same  rule 
applies  to  the  Dublin  side  where  we  propose  to  add 
in  a district,  the  value  of  which  is  about  £8,000,  and 
the  county  cess  payable  at  present  is  about  £700  per 
annum,  the  road  charge  thereout  would  be  about  £200, 
and  charge  on  county-at-large  about  £150,  making  a 
total  outlay  of  £350  and  showing  a clear  gain  to  the 
township  of  an  equal  sum,  and  this  is  caused  by  the 
like  circumstances  as  on  the  Wicklow  side,  namely, 
that  the  highly  valued  lauds  near  Bray  have  to  pay 
for  the  remote  districts  of  the  barony  of  Rathdown. 

166.  But  once  you  go  outside  the  present  boundary 
does  it  not  then  become  just  the  same  as  the  rest  of 
the  rural  district  ? — No ; for  the  first  mile  or  so  the 
value  is  increased,  and  then  it  decreases  until  you  go 
to  the  extreme  end  of  the  county. 

167.  Mr.  Keogh. — How  much  an  acre  is  the  land 
valued  at  between  the  present  boundary — half  way 
between  the  present  boundary  and  Sir  George  Hodson’s 
demesne  and  the  land  of  Mr.  La  Touche  1 — As  a 
general  rule  the  land  within  a mile  of  the  town  is 
valued  at  double  what  it  is  at  Delgany. 

168.  Could  you  tell  us  what  the  value  is  per  acre 
above  Mr.  Wingfield’s  and  Sir  George  Hodson’s? — 
No.  I could  give  you  general  results. 

169.  Sir.  Keogh. — Well  now  Mr.  Brett,  has  the 
township  had  funds  to  light  even  the  roads  within  the 
township — at  the  present  moment  are  they  all  lighted  ? 
— They  have  not  sufficient  funds  to  make  all  the  im- 
provements that  might  be  deemed  necessary  or 
advisable. 

170.  Take  one  matter,  take  lighting,  is  there  a 
single  lamp  beyond  the  Herbert  Road — is  the 
Herbert  Road  all  lighted  in  fact? — No. 

171.  Well  now  take  the  portion  between  my  gate 
and  Mr.  Wingfield’s — the  township  boundary  comes 
to  the  corner  of  Mr.  Wingfield’s  land — is  there  a lamp 
in  that  place? — No.  I think  there  ought  to  be  a 
lamp  there. 

172.  There  are  none  on  the  Herbert  Road  ? — No. 
There  are  some  as  far  as  it  is  built  on. 

173.  Mr.  Breslin. — The  reason  we  did  not  do  this 
was  because  it  was  only  this  month  we  got  the 
money. 

174.  Mr.  Wingfield. — Mr.  Keogh  might  go  further 
and  ask  are  the  lamps  near  enough  ? 

175.  Mr.  Brett. — I may  mention  that  the  object  of 
that  report  was  to  enable  the  Commissioners  to  procure 
larger  funds  and  distribute  them  over  a larger  area. 

1 76.  Mr.  Keogh.— la  it  not  a fact  that  the  chief  object 
municipal  corporations  and  commissioners  are  created 
for  is  to  give  municipal  benefits,  is  not  that  so  ? — Yes, 
and  when  there  is  a small  or  limited  area  of  juris- 
diction, you  cannot  cany  out  all  that  is  required 
except  gradually.  It  would  be  different  if  you  had  a 
large  rated  area  like  Kingstown,  but  here  where  there 
is  a limited  area  it  is  different. 

177.  Chairman. — What  you  mean  by  limited  is  as 
to  funds  1— Yea. 

-^r-  Keogh — Well  what  municipal  object  would 
there  be  secured  by  taking  in  a number  of  square  miles 

it  you  are  unable  to  do  to  your  satisfaction  the  work 
required  bythe  existing  area — except  to  become  road 
makers  f— There  would  be  advantages  such  as  light- 
ing great  county  roads,  jurisdiction  over  carmen  and 


179.  Mr.  Keogh. — Jurisdiction  over  carmen;  they 
have  that  as  far  as  they  are  likely  to  get  it,  and  asfoi 
lighting,  it  the  extension  were  made  to  say  Shankhil 
would  you  contemplate  having  a row  of  lamps  like 
oackville-street  ? — No,  certainly  not  like  Sackville- 
street. 


180.  Would  the  lOd.  pay  for  painting 

alone  to  say  nothing  of  anything  else  ? Ye 

gas  company  would  be  glad  to  lay  the  mail 
tribute  to  portion  of  the  expenses. 

181.  Was  there  not  a good  deal  of  difficult  i, 
getting  them  to  lay  down  the  mains,  because  then 
was  not  enough  of  custom  except  in  respect  of  tl)C 
street  lamps.  On  the  road  hi  the  direction  of  Ah 
Wingfield’s,  I believe  there  is  no  one  takes  the 
except  myself,  they  all  refuse?— I am  not  aware§of 
that,  but  I suppose  it  is  because  the  gas  company 

asked  them  to  contribute  towards  the  mains.  * 3 

. 182-  Mr.  Wirujfield.—lkexz  was  a proposal  some- 
time ago  made,  that  each  person  should  take  a certain 
quantity  of  gas,  but  although  it  was  laid  before  the 
gas  company,  so  little  clid  they  think  about  it  that  they 
did  not  even  answer  the  letter.  3 

1S3.  Mr.  Keogh. — The  gas  company  told  me  there 
was  no  one  to  take  the  gas. 

184.  Mr.  Brett. — I would  not  recommend  an  exten- 
sion unless  benefits  were  given  to  those  brought  in. 

185.  Mr.  Cotton. — Is  the  fighting  perfect*  now  to 
the  boundary  of  the  township  ? — No. 

1S6.  Is  that  because  of  not  having  rates  sufficient 
for  the  purpose  ? — Yes. 

187.  If  there  was  additional  money  and  means  to 
complete  the  lighting,  and  if  it  was  continued  and 
perfected  to  the  limits  of  the  boundaiy,  would  not  the 
people  outside  be  benefited  and  interested  in  it,  even 
If  the  fighting  was  not  continued  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  existing  boundaiy  ? — Yes. 

188.  Mr.  Keogh — Do  you  not  consider,  that  the 
people  living  outside  and  who  come  into  the  town  of 
Bray  and  make  purchases  there,  confer  benefit  upon 
the  shopkeepers  ? 

Mi’.  Brett. — The  town  benefits  the  people  outside, 
and  the  people  outside  to  a certain  extent  may  be  said 
to  benefit  the  town. 

189.  Mr.  Keogh. — Is  not  one  a fan.’  set-off  against 
the  other  ? — There  is  certainly  what  might  be  called  a 
mutuality  of  interest. 

1 90.  Chairman. — Should  there  not  also  be  some 
mutuality  of  contribution  ? — Now  take  this  case  Mr. 
Keogh,  you  are  situated  close  to  Mr.  Wingfield's  place, 
you  are  taxed  for  keeping  up  the  township  and  so  on, 
now  suppose  instead  of  Mr.  Wingfield’s  being  a couple 
of  hundred  yards  from  the  boundary,  he  was  just  at 
it  on  the  other  side  of  the  road,  would  you  then  think 
it  right  or  fair  that  he  should  not  contribute  1 — My 
answer  to  that  is  this  : I think  the  question  might 
go  on  cul  infinitum.  There  must  be  some  one  who 
just  adjoins  the  place  that  is  within  the  boundaiy. 

191.  Yes,  and  that  appears  to  be  the  very  thing 
which  led  the  Select  Committee  to  see  the  great 
necessity  for  some  revision  of  the  existing  boundaries, 
and  of  having  tin's  inquiry.  The  existing  condition 
of  affairs  pointed  to  the  necessity  of  a general  inquiry 
into  the  question.  In  many  towns  the  recommen- 
dation and  resolution  of  the  Commissioners  was 
that  there  should  be  an  extension  of  two  miles,  or 
a mile  and  a half  or  a mile  radius  and  so  on ; the 
reason  for  that  was  stated  to  be  that  the  land  around 
derived  exceptional  benefit  from  its  proximity  to  the 
town ; that  the  occupier  was  able  to  pay  a higher  rent 
having  a ready  market  at  hand  and  facilities  for  pro- 
curing manure  and  other  advantages,  and  that  the 
landlord  had  a large  benefit  because  he  derived  per- 
haps double  the  rent  he  would  get  if  his  land  similar 
in  quality  was  three  or  four  miles  off. 

192.  Mr.  Keogh. — All  I can  say  is  that  the  town  of 
Bray  ought  not  to  be  extended,  no  matter  what  the 
Select  Committee  thinks.  The  Commissioners  have 
not  money  to  light  within  the  township,  and  it  would 
be  wrong  to  give  them  a larger  area  and  without  any 
more  money  to  work  it. 


the  lamps 
s,  for  the 
s and  con- 
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Mr.  Charles  Dufresne  examined. 


193.  How  long  have  yon  been  a Town  Commis- 
sioner 1— Since  1871. 

194.  Are  you  a large  ratepayer  in  the  town? — 
Yes. 

195.  What  is  your  view  as  to  extension? — That 
laud  to  be  brought  in  should  only  pay  one-fourth  of  the 
improvement  rate,  and  the  same  county  rate,  the  hand 
to  receive,  as  you  have  expressed  it,  only  being  changed. 
I believe  as  to  gas  and  water  being  supplied  to  the 
districts  to  be  added  to  the  town,  that  it  would  ruin 
tbe  township  if  it  were  made  compulsory  on  the  Com- 
missioners to  do  so.  There  is  an  immense  deal  that 
could  be  done  in  the  way  of  improvement  to  the  dis- 
trict ; in  fact,  Bray  could  well  be  made,  and  ought  to 
be  made,  the  first  watering  place  in  the  country,  if  not 
in  the  kingdom.  A nice  walk  could  be  made  around 
Bray  Head.  This  place  is  frequented  by  strangers, 
tom-ists,  and  a great  number  of  “ cheap  trippers,”  as 
they  are  called,  and  everything  ought  to  be  done  to 
develop  the  natural  beauties  of  the  district. 

196.  Chairman. — Is  it  your  opinion  that  for  a dis- 
tance of  say  a mile  or  mile  and  a half  outside  the 
town  the  owners  of  laud  and  houses  derive  exceptional 
benefit? — It  is  my  opinion. 

197.  Is  the  letting  value  greater  on  account  of  being 
nearer  to  the  town? — Yes. 


198.  You  would  not  think  of  bringing  in  those  places 

outside  at  one-fourtli  and  supplying  them  with  gas  %— 
No.  ° 

199.  But  do  you  think  they  should  fairlv  pav  some- 
thing even  though  they  did  not  get  anything  more 
than  they  have  at  present?— I think  it  would  be  only 
fair  that  they  should  pay  something  considering  the 
benefits  they  even  now  receive,  and  that  the  roads 
would  probably  be  kept  in  better  order  than  at  pre- 
sent. 

200.  What  is  your  idea  of  the  rates  to  be  paid— 
would  you  put  one-half  on  the  landlord  1— Yes. 

201.  Mr.  Cotton.— I want  to  ask  the  Town  Clerk 
was  Bray  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? — Yes ; 
the  first  meeting  was  on  the  9th  of  November,  1S57. 

_ 202.  Mr.  Du  Fresne,  were  you  a Town  Commis- 
sioner when  Mi'.  Brett  was  instructed  to  prepare  his 
report  ? — Yes;  that  was  in  1872. 

203.  Were  you  opposed  to  the  extension  then  pro- 
posed?— I was,  and  for  this  reason  it  would  have 
entailed  great  expense,  we  would  have  had  to  go  for 
a new  Act  of  Parliament,  at  a cost  of  £2,000,  and  we 
were  not  prepared  to  pay  that.  I was  very  much 
opposed  on  the  ground  of  expense. 


Bbay 
May  3,  1879 

Mr.  Charles 
liafresne. 


Mr.  Joseph  Burke  examined. 


204.  Chairman. — How  long  have  you  been  a Town 
Commissioner  ? — Since  tbe  commencement. 

205.  You  heard  Mr.  Breslin’s  observations? — No; 
unfortunately  I did  not. 

206.  Do  you  think  the  boundary  ought  to  he  ex- 
tended at  all  ? — I do  think  there  ought  to  be  an  exten- 
sion to  take  in  the  north  side  and  join  Ballybrack.  I 
would  liave  it  to  join  Ballybrack  township. 

207.  Do  you  know  the  road  at  Old  Connaught  ? — 
Yes. 

208.  Mi\  Breslin  suggested  to  hare  that  road  as  a 
boundary  1 — Yes. 

209.  Would  that  be  advisable  do  you  think? — Yes, 
I think  it  would  he  very  well  to  take  that. 

210.  Do  you  know  the  neighbourhood  of  Bray  well  ? 
—Yes. 

211.  Now,  for  a distance  of  say  a mile  and  a half 
round  the  town,  in  your  opinion  is  land  more  valuable 
because  of  its  being  so  close  to  the  town  ? — Well,  not 
more  than  in  the  town. 

212.  Yes,  but  it  is  more  valuable  than  land  would 
be  two  or  three  miles  off? — Yes. 

213.  From  being  so  close  to  the  town  ? — Yes. 


214.  Do  people  keep  dairy  cattle,  and  so  on,  and 
bring  in  milk  and  butter  to  Bray  ? — Yes. 

215.  And  take  manure  away  and  get  it  more  easily  ? 
— Yes. 

216.  Do  the  landlords  get  a larger  rent? — Yes. 

217.  Do  they  get  more  than  they  would  if  the  land 
were  three  miles  away? — Yes,  one-third  more. 

218.  With  regard  to  rates,  would  it  be  fair  to  make 
them  pay,  at  all  events,  one-fourth  towards  cleaning 
and  lighting,  and  so  on  ?— I think  it  would  not  be  too 
much. 

219.  Mr.  Winy  field. — Mr.  Burke,  do  you  think  it 
of  advantage  that  in  addition  to  paying  more  rent  for 
the  land  you  .should  he  charged  another  lOdf.  in  the 
pound  for  the  advantage  of  being  asked  to  pay  a high 
rent  1 — I don’t  understand. 

220.  You  pay  a higher  rent  because  you  are  nearer 
the  town? — Yes. 

221.  And  is  that  any  reason  why  there  should  be 
additional  taxation  put  on  the  person  who  pays  that. 
If  I pay  a higher  rent  for  my  land,  is  that  any  reason 
why  I should  pay  a higher  taxation  1 — No,  unless  you 
get  some  consideration  for  it. 


Mr.  Jor-eph 
Burke. 


Mr.  Columba  Dunne  examined. 


222.  Chairman. — Where  do  you  live  ? — On  the  Old 
Dargle-road.  I would  like  to  get  out  of  the  boundary. 

223.  You  are  in  the  boundary  then  ?— Yes. 

224.  Would  you  prefer  that  the  borough  was  made 
less? — Yes,  because  they  are  really  doing  nothing, 
and  you  are  in  danger  of  your  life  in  walking  on  the 
footpath.  There  is  no  gas  or  sewerage,  there  are 
some  houses  on  it  built  two  feet  or  so  over  the  road, 
and  they  are  in  a terrible  state  from  the  bad  drainage. 

225.  Mr.  Breslin. — Did  you  send  in  a report  to  the 
Commissioners  ? — I complained  to  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances. 

226.  The  Town  Clerk. — The  sewerage  is  now  pro- 
vided for. 

227.  Mr.  Dunne. — I would  not  come  before  them 
with  complaints  because  they  had  not  the  money ; but 
now  they  have  the  money,  and  there  is  nothing  done 
yet. 

228.  Chairman. — Well,  suppose  they  do  all  that  you 
require  and  bring  out  the  gas,  what  is  your  notion 
about  extending  the  boundary  ? — I am  not  well  made 


up  on  it,  but  I heard  tradesmen  say  they  would  be 
very  sorry  there  was  an  extension.  There  are  not 
many  gentry’s  places  about,  and  the  shopkeepers 
receive  as  much  benefit  from  the  gentlemen  around  as 
they  do  from  the  town. 

229.  Chairman Mr.  Breslm  says  he  would  go  as 

far  as  Judge  Lawson’s— he  is  anxious  to  be  brought 


230.  Mr.  Byali. -Why  should  other  people  pay  for 

that?  _ . , 

231.  Chairman. — Mr.  Brett  says,  -we  can  keep 
the  roods  and  make  money  of  them— we  will  keep 
these  roads  better  than  at  present ; ” he  says  that  from 
his  experience  he  will  be  able  to  do  that,  and  do  it 
at  less  expense  than  it  costs  tbe  Grand  Jury  at  present, 
and  the  difference  will  come  m aid  of  the  town. 

232  Mr.  Byali.— 1-  don’t  see  why  an  existing  tax 

should  be  raised  to  give  a bonus  to  the  town  which,  the 
landowners  outside  will  have  to  pay.  , 

233  Chairman.— The  saving  which  would  take 
place  according,  to  Mr.  Brett,  would,  of  course,  go  xo 


Mr.  Columba 
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tlie  general  rates.  The  parties  to  lie  brought  in  would 
be  getting  the  benefit  of  the  surplus.  In  fact  as  the 
rates  would  be  reduced  the  outsiders  would  be  getting 
the  benefit  of  it. 

234.  Mr.  Wingfield. — But  would  they  do  that — 
would  the  Commissioners  do  that  1 


235.  Chairman. — Certainly,  if  there  was  a sm-ni 

^-Tl'oy  ™,ui  ^ “S: 
sp”‘i  - 


Mr.  B.  K. 
Wingfield,  .i.i*. 


Mr.  R.  R.  Wingfield,  j.p.,  examined. 


238.  Chairman. — You  think  the  boundaries  ought 
not  to  be  extended  ? — I think  they  ought  not.  I don’t 
think  the  business  of  the  township  has  been  so  well 
managed  as  to  make  it  at  all  desirable  that  the  people 
outside  should  be  brought  in. 

239.  But  if  you  were  to  extend  the  town  in  the 
way  it  has  been  suggested,  would  you  not  get  a great 
number  of  very  valuable  gentlemen  to  come  in  as 
Commissioners  and  take  their  seats  here  1 — I quite 
disagree  with  you.  There  are  very  few  outside  who 
could  be  Commissioners,  who  would  be  able  to  find 
time  for  the  duties ; and  with  the  present  franchise 
under  the  13th  section  of  the  Bray  Act,  you  will 
never  get  any  gentlemen  appointed.  You  can’t  do  it. 
You  will  never  have  any  different  class  of  Commis- 
sioners from  what  there  are  at  present. 

240.  Mr.  Breslin Surely  if  your  ward  is  formed 

it  is  your  own  party  would  vote  you  in,  then  the 
other  wards  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  You 
would  be  sure  to  be  taken  in. 

241.  Chairman. — Suppose  there  was  an  extension 
would  you  form  the  new  district  into  separate  wards  ? 
— It  would  greatly  depend  upon  what  the  new  district 
is.  The  extension  to  the  north  should  be  a separate 
ward,  but  any  extension  to  the  south  would  not  be 
enough.  It  has  been  shown  that  East  ward  returns 
nine  representatives,  Little  Bray,  three,  and  West 
ward,  three  ? — Yes. 

242.  Now  what  would  you  say  to  this  arrangement 
of  the  wards.  Suppose  this  extension  towards  the 
north  and  whatever  was  taken  in  there  was  formed 
iuto  one  separate  ward,  and  if  there  were  still  to  be 
fifteen  town  councillors,  then  the  East  ward  could  be 
reduced  by  three,  the  new  ward  would  have  three, 
and  Little  Bray  and  West  ward  three. 

243.  That  would  be  an  advantage!— I think,  how- 
ever, there  are  very  few  of  the  gentry  who  would  have 
time  to  join  the  Commissioners’  body.  Down  by  the 
sea  in  that  East  ward  there  are  a number  of  gentlemen, 
who  would  be  very  good  Commissioners,  but  notone  of 
them  would  have  the  time  to  spare  to  devote  to  the 
duties. 

244.  Well,  I hope  you  would  be  able  to  get  gentle- 
men who  woidd  take  sufficient  interest  in  the  district. 
In  Rathmines  the  Commissioners  meet  regularly  at 
nine  o’clock,  and  yet  they  are  all  business  men. 

245.  Mr.  Wingfield. — But  then  see  the  difference 
of  time  in  getting  in,  you  must  allow  for  that.  No 
doubt  there  are  gentlemen  who  might  meet  if  they 
chose  to  do  so.  When  there  is  an  election  of  Com- 
missioners, very  few  of  them  take  any  trouble  about 
voting  or  anything  connected  with  it 


246.  Mr.  Breslin.  — The  men  you  speak  of  are 
gentlemen  who  just  come  down  here  to  live  here  in 
the  summer. 

247.  Mr.  Wingfield.— Yus,  but  they  have  their 
houses  permanently. 

248.  Mr.  Breslin. — In  the  rural  districts  you  will 
find  plenty  of  gentlemen  to  come  as  Commissioners  to 
keep  down  the  rates,  and  it  would  infuse  new  blood 
into  the  Council,  and  bring  the  Board  to  the  status  it 
ought  to  have. 

249.  CnAiRMAN.— You  know,  Mr.  Wingfield,  that 
the  boundary  goes  at  present  to  the  north,  lo'Cork 
Abbey?— Yes. 

250.  Does  not  the  owner  of  Cork  Abbey  get  "real 
benefit  from  the  light  of  the  lamps  up  there  ?— Well  I 
don’t  know  that  he  does — he  might  perhaps  if  he  was 
going  in  and  out  constantly  to  Bray,  but  I think  the 
people  there  have  very  little  communication  with 
Bray. 

251.  Mr.  Breslin. — Take  the  case  of  Sir  John 
Ribton’s  place,  where  they  are  anxious  to  get  the 
water  up. 

252.  Chairman. — Take  the  case  of  Wilford  House 
and  Palermo,  would  not  a larger  rent  be  got  for  those 
places  from  being  near  Bray  ? — Yes. 

253.  Should  they  not,  in  your  opinion,  contribute 
something  towards  keeping  up  Bray?— Well,  I think 
perhaps  the  owners  might,  but  I don’t  see  that  because 
a man  hires  a house  there  and  pays  a higher  rent  for 
it  from  its  being  nenrto  Bray,  it  is  any  advantage  to  him. 
The  only  advantage  to  him  is  from  being  nearer  to 
Dublin. 

254.  He  goes  to  the  station  at  Bray,  and  uses  the 
streets  of  the  town? — No,  he  would  probably  go  to 
Shankhill. 

255.  Mr.  Cotton. — May  I ask  you,  Mi-.  Breslin, 
does  your  agreement  with  the  Corporation  of  Dublin 
enable  you  to  compel  them  to  supply  an  extended  area? 
— No,  we  cannot  supply  anyone  with  water  except 
with  their  assent.  We  have  got  the  water  on  very 
reasonable  terms  from  the  Corporation,  and  they  are 
willing  and  anxious  to  extend  their  mains  wherever 
it  is  required.  I believe  Mr.  Ryall  has  the  supply. 

256.  Mr.  Wingfield. — They  allow  you  to  tap  the 
main  on  its  way. 

257.  Mr.  Dufresne. — The  gentlemen  who  would 
be  elected  would  be  most  certainly  anxious  to  come 
to  see  that  their  interests  are  preserved  and  properly 
represented.  They  would  be  greatly  interested  with 
regard  to  the  roads,  and  would  manage  the  work  well, 
besides  being  vitally  interested  in  keeping  down  the 
rates. 


Sir  George. 
Hodson. 


Sir  George  Hodson  examined. 


258.  I live  a good  deal  outside,  and  have  a sma 
property  inside,  and  wanted  to  mention  to  you  thf 
that  property  has  been  acquired  in  the  Landed  Estah 
Oourt.  As  it  stood  then  under  the  Grand  Jury  m 
payments  under  the  Grand  Jury  system  were  £3  5 
to  £4,  including  all.  Since  then  I have  got  Vartr 
water  and  light,  both  very  defective.  As  to  tl 
Vartry  the  supply  is  very  irregular,  we  sometimes  hav 
the  water  and  sometimes  nob— not  always  In  tk 
summer  before  last  things  went  to  such  a pitch  that 
was  required  by  the  tenant  to  put  in  a force  pump  i 
order  to  secure  a supply.  That  cort  £40  Th 
difference  to  which  I wished  to  call  your  attentio 
was  the  nse  from  paying  £3  15s.  to  £4  under  the  ol 


system  to  paying  £11  4s.,  and  on  one  occasion  £13  16s. 
under  the  present  system.  You  o^n’t,  under  those 
circumstances,  be  surprised  at  my  wish  not  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  proposed  area. 

259.  Chairman.— But,  Sir  George,  this  property  of 
yours,  to  which  you  refer,  is  in  the  township  as  I am 
informed  ? — Yes. 

260.  Do  you  then  suggest  that  the  boundaries  be 
altered  by  curtailing  them  ? — I don’t  do  that,  for  that 
is  out  of  the  question,  but  I would  not  like  to  have 
the  taxation  on  my  own  property  increased,  for  it  is 
vastly  in  excess  of  what  it  was  under  the  old  system. 
My  valuation  is  £75. 

261.  Mr.  Brett. — You  have  improved  it  very  much. 
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262.  Mr.  Keogh. — What  was  the  county  cess  twelve 
months  ago  1 

Sir  George  Hodson. — It  was  up  to  la.  Gd. 

263.  Mr.  Breslin. — Hus  not  the  value  of  your 
house  been  considerably  enhanced  in  rent  during  the 
past  fifteen  years  ? — Yes  ; if  the  matters  by  which  it 
was  increased  were  perfect,  but  it  is  not  so.  There  is 
neither  light  nor  water  perfect. 

264.  Chairman. — I forgot  to  ask  as  to  the  wards, 
if  there  was  the  extension  suggested  by  you,  Mr. 
Breslin,  whether  you  would  include  the  new  district 
in  a separate  ward  as  I suggested. 

265.  Mr.  Breslin. — I would  be  in  favour  of  that. 

266.  Mr.  Wingfield. — Yes;  I think  that  would  be 
a "ood  arrangement. 

267.  Mr.  Phineas  By  all,  j.p. — Some  of  my  land  is 
in  Old  Connaught.  I don’t  see  why  the  extension 
should  go  for  a couple  of  miles  on  the  south  and 
nothing  on  the  east. 

268.  Chairman. — It  appears  Lord  Meath  wants  it. 

269.  Mr.  Keogh. — Are  you  in  the  boundary  at 
present  Mr.  Ryall  1 — I am. 

270.  And  you  don’t  want  to  have  an  extension ; — 
No.  I do  not  believe  the  Commissioners  could  keep 
the  roads  for  less  than  the  Grand  Jury.  They  do 
their  best  for  the  district,  and  I do  not  think  that 
changing  the  hand  of  the  receiver  would  by  any  means 
enable  the  work  to  be  done  more  economically.  I 
have  no  faith  in  there  being  a surplus. 

271.  Chairman.— In  Wexford,  we  found  there  was 
an  actual  saving  of  about  £400  a year,  by  their  taking 
over  the  roads  from  the  Grand  Jury. 

272.  Mr.  Keogh. — Wexford  is  a town  entirely  built 
on,  with  a very  small  proportion  of  land,  and  we  know 
that  every  perch  of  road  has  a much  larger  contribu- 
tory cess  from  the  buildings  than  the  rural  districts. 

I am  of  opinion  that  the  Grand  Jury  economize  as 
much  as  any  other  body  do,  and  I do  not  believe  the 
Commissioners  could  keep  the  roads  for  less  than  the 
Grand  Jury,  I do  not  believe  that  changing  the 
hand  to  receive  would  enable  the  work  to  be  done 
more  economically.  The  rural  district  has  only  acre- 
able  value  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  consequently, 
though  a perch  in  the  country  may  cost  as  much  as 
in  the  town,  it  has  not  the  same  source  of  revenue. 
Take  in  two  miles  or  three,  down  to  Shankhill,  and 
take  it  that  the  Commissioners  could  keep  it  for  less 
than  the  Grand  Jury  do ; but  even  if  thej'  do  it  for 
the  same,  then  I do  not  believe  the  cess  is  more  than 
sufficient  to  pay  that  and  the  county-at-large  charges, 
and  the  Commissioners  would  have  to  pay  that  and 
the  expense  of  the  road  as  well,  and  where  is  the 
profit. 

273.  Chairman. — Tn  that  view  the  people  in  the 
town  who  pay  on  a higher  valuation  than  that  on  the 
land  would  he  paying  their  quota  on  a very  much 
larger  scale  than  the  outsiders. 

274.  Mr.  Keogh. — All  I cau  say  is  this,  and  X may 
he  very  obtuse,  I cannot  see  it.  As  a ratepayer  in  the 
township,  I would  unquestionably  apprehend  very 
dangerous  results  to  the  ratepayers  if  they  undertook 
duties  so  far  in  excess  of  their  present. 

275.  Chairman. — Except  they  got  money  to  do  it 
with? — Well,  I do  not  think,  with  deference  to  those 
who  are  of  another  opinion  that  it  is  likely  they  would 


?„  g , ilt  a,L  1 llave  uo  confidence 

in  tlmt  i lew  nt  all,  anil  if  extemion  is  1*  j8  „f  , „ 

town  without  water,  light,  or  drainage,  lieing  extended  ’ 
it  is  rather  opposed  to  my  view  of  what  a munieiisU  f ' 
government  ought  to  be.  I think  it  is  absurd  to  add  ,W 
a rural  district  where  you  are  to  have  no  <ais.  nc.  water 
no  drainage.  ’ ' ’ 

276  But  the  answer  to  that  is  what  is  suggested  in 
other  places.  A man  arrives  at  the  railway  station 
and  drives  along  the  streets  of  the  municipal  town 
having  the  benefits  of  the  lighting,  and  so  on  for  say  a 
nule,  after  that  mile  he  has  to  proceed  in  the  dark,  and 
they  say  they  have  no  objection  to  par  their  quota, 
tor  the  advantages  derived  from  the  town  as  far  as  it 
goes. 

2/7.  Mr.  Keogh. — I have  not  heard  any  outsiders 
say  they  wish  to  pay  anything. 

278.  Mr.  Breslin.—  Mr.  Bruce  says  he  does. 

279.  Mr.  Keogh. — The  mistake  that  underlies  a good 
deal  of  this  is,  that  from  Bray  to  Shankhill,  on  the 
right-hand  side  of  the  road,  it  is  simply  occupied  l.v  a 
limited  number  of  demesnes,  not  one  of  the  owners  of 
which  is  going  to  break  down  his  demesne  walls  and 
set  the  ground  for  building.  It  is  contrary  to  alt  pre- 
cedent that  a road  along  the  side  of  demesne  walls  is 
to  be  treated  its  if  it  was  a municipal  road  that  requires 
lighting,  and  watering,  and  everything,  as  if  it  were 
ground  built  upon  or  let  for  building.  In  Brav  we 
have  a large  acreage  unbuilt  on  at  present,  and  I think 
it  is  sufficient  for  the  interests  of  Bray  to  try  and 
develop  that  instead  of  endeavouring  to  take  upon 
themselves  other  operations,  liabilities,  and  obligations 
that  may  prove  veiy  enormous. 

280.  Mr.  Ryall. — The  only  land  required  for  build- 
ing is  close  to  the  railway  station  or  the  sea. 

281.  Chairman. — Don’t  you  think  that  the  j«ople 
up  here  at  Clifden  use  the  railway  very  much  and  pass 
through  the  town  ? 

Mr.  Keogh. — The  greater  number  of  them  go  to 
Shankhill.  They  all  do  that  in  preference  to  driving 
back.  I may  tell  you  that  1 was  instrumental  in 
bringing  in  the  Bray  Act  under  which  the  town  is 
constituted,  and  we  took  enormous  trouble  to  ascertain 
what  ought  to  be  the  boundary,  and  everything  was 
taken  in  that  it  was  thought  should  l>e  properly  and 
and  profitably  included.  As  to  the  Commissioners,  I 
have  no  objection  to  there  being  new  Commissioners, 
and  having  new  blood  introduced,  nor  to  raising  the 
standard  as  much  as  possible,  but  as  Mr.  Wingfield 
threw  out,  as  long  as  you  have  the  qualification  very 
low,  the  franchise  low,  it  is  a very  difficult  thing  to 
put  in  persons  above  the  class  of  those  who  are  the 
majority  of  the  people.  All  I can  say  is  this — my 
objection  is  grounded  upon  this — I think  the  township 
would  suffer  by  extension,  if  I thought  it  would  gain 
by  it  I would  take  the  opposite  view. 

282.  Mr.  Brett. — I may  mention  that  the  totalcbarge 
on  the  county  on  the  yellow  line  proposed  in  1872, 
taking  the  prices  for  countv-at-large  charges,  what  has 
been  proposed  to-day  would  he  about  as  much  more, 
aud  the  valuation  to  meet  that  would  be  very  close  on 
£7,000 — certainly  over  £6,000. 

2S3.  So  that  Is.  8 d.  in  the  pound  on  that  would  be 
nearly  £500? — Yes. 

The  inquiry  terminated. 


2 K 
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Carrick-on- 

Suir. 

Mar.  10,  1879. 


CAHRICK-ON-SUILt,  MARCH  10th,  1879. 
(Before  Mr.  Exham,  q.c.) 


Mr.  William 
Harding. 


Mr.  William  Hardikg,  Clerk  to  tl:e  Town  Commissioners,  examined. 


1.  Tlie  town  is  under  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act? — Yes,  since  the  year  1S55. 

2.  Was  it  adopted  then  for  everything? — Yes. 

3.  How  were  your  boundaries  settled  then,  was  it 
by  an  order  published  in  the  Gazette , and  have  you 
got  a copy  of  it? — I am  sure  we  got  it,  but  I was  not 
Town  Clerk  then. 

4.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town? — It  is  2,160a.  2r. 
16p. 

5.  How  many  townlands  are  iu  that? — Between 
townlands  and  parts  of  townlands,  fourteen,  and  there 
is  a separate  valuation  made  for  the  telegraph  wires, 
which  extend  over  several  townlands. 

C.  How  many  of  those  townlands  are  partly  in  and 
out  of  the  town? — There  are  seven  townlands  entirely 
in,  and  the  rest  are  partly  in. 

7.  What  is  the  farthest  extent  of  the  boundary  from 
the  centre  of  the  town? — From  the  Butter  market, 
the  farthest  extent  is  about  two  statute  miles  to  the 
east ; about  one  statute  mile  to  the  west ; and  to  the 
north  and  south,  it  is  within  a stone’s-throw,  I might 
almost  say,  for  the  boundary  does  nob  extend  at  all  out 
of  the  town,  either  to  the  north  or  south;  on  the  south, 
the  boundary  is  about  500  yards  from  the.river,  which 
runs  through  the  town.  There  are  about  800  statute 
acres  of  tbe  town  in  the  county  Waterford. 

8.  What  is  the  population? — In  1S71  it  was  7,792. 

9. . Are  there  wards  in  the  town? — Yes,  two  wards — 

Carrick-on-Suir  in  Tipperary  and  Carrickbeg  ward 
in  Waterford. 

10.  What  is  the  valuation  of  each  ward?— Carrick- 
on-Suir  is  .£7,308  is.,  and  Carrickbeg  is  £1,541  ls. 

11.  Is  the  whole  town  in  one  electoral  division? 

No.  It  is  in  three  electoral  divisions — one,  Carrick-on- 
Suir,  on  the  Carrick-on-Suir  side;  two  electoral  divisions 
—Carrickbeg  and  Fcnoagh—  on  the  Carrickbeg  side. 

12.  How  much  of  the  municipal  area  is  in  each 
electoral  division? — 762  acres  in  Carrickbeg  electoral 
division,  and  103  acres  in  Fenoagh. 

13.  What  is  the  valuation  of  each  of  these? £873 

17s.  in  Carrickbeg,  and  £113  5s.  in  Fenoagh. 

14.  How  many  Commissioners  are  there  in  the 
town? — Twelve  for  Carrick-on-Suir  and  three  for 
Carrickbeg. 

15.  Are  there  poor  law  wards  here? No. 

10.  Are  the  guardians  elected  off  the  entire  electoral 
division? — Yes. 


17.  And  the  same  way  in  Carrickbeg?— Yes. 

. 18-  Are  the  wards  here  considered  satisfactory,  or 
33  Jt  suggested  there  should  be  any  alteration  in  them? 
—Not  in  the  wards,  but  as  regards  extensiou  of  the 
area,  alteration  is  suggested. 

19.  As  regards  extension  of  the  area,  have  the  Com- 
missioners met  to  consider  the  subject?— They  did  meet 
on  one  occasion  specially  on  the  subject. 

2°.  Was  that  since  our  queries  were  sent  down?— 
i es.  On  the  1 otli  January  there  was  a special  meeting 
convened  to  consider  them,  and  they  came  to  a resold 
turn  that  it  was  not  desirable  to  have  any  extension  - 
hut  when  I received  an  intimation  from  you  that  von' 
intended  to  sit  here,  there  was  another  resolution 
passed  to  convene  a meeting  last  Friday 

21.  Was  that  a meeting  of  the  Town  Commissioners 
on  y or  of  the  people  as  well?— Of  the  Commissioners 
only  at  both  meetings.  They  came  to  this  resolution 
at  the  last  meeting “ Resolved  that  the  resolution  of 
the  15th  January  last  anent  the  boundary  be  and  it 
is  hereby  rescinded.  And  that  our  clerk  be  directed 
to  convey  to  the  Boundary  Commissioners,  on  Monday 
next,  that  we  are  desirous  to  have  a rectification  of 
our  present  capricious  limits,  but  to  what  extent  we 
Jeaie  it  to  the  Boundary  Commissioners  after  any 


think  proper.” 

22.  Was  that  an  unanimous  resolution  ?— Yes 

23.  How  many  Commissioners  were  present  at  ft 

meeting  ?— Six,  and  when  the  resolution  of  the  I5rt 
January  was  passed  there  were  seven  Commission*.,!! 
present.  The  resolution  of  the  15th  January  t-,! 
as  follows  : — - 


x mi  m reply  to  tin  queries  of  the  Municipal  Bounds 
Commissioners  they  bo  informed  Sint  „„  do  not  coemw 
desirable  to  mate  any  alteration  in  the  present  mnSdpi 


24.  Do  you  know  to  tvliat  extent  tile  Commissioner, 
recommend  there  should  be  an  alteration  ?— I d0  not' 
At  the  first  meeting  they  had  a map,  and  the  local 
surveyor  attended,  and  he  pointed  out  the  two  electoral 
divisions  of  Carrick-on-Suir  and  Carrickbeg,  and  then 
they  pointed  out  another  boundary  more  limited  but 
the  resolution  they  arrived  at,  on  looking  at  both  bound- 
aries submitted  to  them,  apart  from  the  present  muni- 
cipal boundary,  was  that  resolution  of  the  15th  January 
last.  They  then  thought  it  was  not  desirable  to  alter 
the  boundary.  What  I mean  to  convey  is  that  on 
the  1 5th  January  there  was  a special  meeting  convened 
and  the  two  electoral  divisions  of  Carrick-on-Suir  and 
Carrickbeg  were  submitted  to  them  for  consideration 
as  to  whether  they  would  recommend  an  extension,  or 
not  to  take  in  the  whole  of  those  electoral  divisions. 

25.  Mr.  Richard  O'Donnell  (Chairman  of  the  Town 
Commissioners). — The  object  of  the  meeting  was  to 
inquire  whether  we  should  have  any  extension  or  not. 

26.  Do  you  mean  to  include  the  whole  of  the  elec- 
toral divisions  of  Carrick-on-Suir  and  Carrickbeg  ?— 


27.  Mr.  William  Harding  (Town  Clerk). — The 
meeting,  after  seeing  the  boundaries  submitted  through 
these  maps,  came  to  the  resolution  of  the  15th  January 
that  it  was  not  desirable  to  have  any  extension. 

28.  When  they  came  to  the  conclusion  the  other 
day  that  there  should  lie  extension,  did  they  say  to 
what  extent  ? — No ; they  left  it  to  tbe  Commissioners. 

29.  Mr.  O'Donnell. — The  original  resolution  was 
passed  on  this  basis.  We  got  kthe  surveyor  to  make 
an  estimate  of  the  valuation  of  the  two  electoral 
divisions,  and  also  of  what  the  additional  taxatiou 
would  be  on  the  valuation  of  the  outlying  districts 
within  the  electoral  division,  and  we  found  upon  a 
calculation  of  the  acreage  and  the  Poor  Law  valuation 
that  the  utmost  we  could  gain  by  the  extension  would 
be  £90  a year,  inasmuch  as  there  are  no  mansions  or 
villas,  and  all  we  could  gain  would  be  whatever  we 
could  get  at  the  rate  of  3 d.  in  the  pound  on  the  ex- 
treme valuation,  but  we  know  nothing  of  the  extra 
charges  that  might  be  on  the  extension,  and  we  came 
to  the  general  conclusion  that  it  was  better  to  leave 
matters  as  they  were.  At  the  same  time  there  is  an 
irregularity  in  the  present  boundary.  We  gain 
nothing  by  the  extension,  ancl  we  were  under  the  im- 
pression we  might  be  at  expense,  which  would  more 
than  counteract  the  benefit  to  be  obtained,  and  one  of 
the  Commission  era  came  here  afterwards  and  seemed 
rather  angry  that  such  a thing  should  have  been 
passed  behind  his  back,  and  he  moved  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  rescinded.  I objected  to  that  except  by  notice, 
and  then  there  was  notice  given  for  an  adjourned 
meeting,  to  have  the  resolution  rescinded,  and  there 
were  five  or  six  here,  and  they  passed  the  resolution. 
That  is  the  whole  history  of  the  matter. 

30.  To  what  extent  does  the  electoral  division  of 
Carrick-on-Suir  extend  beyond  the  present  munici]  al 
boundary? — It  contains  5,185a.  3r.  2 Ip.  Carrickbeg 
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contains  4,039a.  Or.  29r.,  and  Fenoagli  contains 
3 072a.  Or.  3Sp.  ■ 

’ 31  Do  these  electoral  divisions  extend  in  some 
places  four  or  five  miles  from  the  town? — Yes.  Very 
nearly  four  Trisli  miles. 

32.  When  you  speak  of  rectifying  the  boundary, 
would  you  think  of  taking  some  of  it  off? — No.  The 
boundaries  took  a turn  and  hooked  my  place  in.  In 
about  two  years  after  we  came  under  the  operation  of 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act ; there  was  a memorial 
sent  to  the  Government  for  the  purpose  of  having  the 
area  extended,  but  they  refused  to  entertain  it. 

33.  On  what  grounds  1 — They  gave  no  grounds,  but 
simply  refused  to  entertain  it. 

34.  Do  you  consider  the  boundary  towards  the 
north  and  the  east  a fair  one? — The  east  is  more  in 
comparison  to  the  west.  We  derive  no  benefit  from 
extending  the  boundary.  What  we  wanted  was  to 
have  an  official  bouudary  on  the  Ordnance  map  which 
would  bring  in  the  two  electoral  divisions. 

35.  But  you  don’t  mean  to  bring  in  the  whole  of 
tlie  electoral  division? — Yes ; that  was  wlrat  was  pro- 
posed, making  altogether  about  12,300  acres  instead 
of  2,200,  which  we  have  at  present. 

36.  Surely  you  would  not  be  in  favour  of  that? — I 
would  not  favour  that  at  all.  On  the  9tlr  April,  1855, 
the  Commissioner’s  proposed  to  extend  the  boundaries, 
but  not  so  much,  and  the  Government  at  that  time 
refused.  On  the  1 4th  May,  1855,  a letter  was  written 
from  the  Chief  Secretary’s  office  that  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant did  not  approve  of  the  extension  of  the  boundary, 
and  then  it  was  resolved — 

“ That  the  clerk  bo  directed  to  write  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  express  the  disappointment  of  the  Commissioners  at 
the  conclusion  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  come  to  of  not 
altering  the  boundaries,  and  they  are  satisfied  that  it  will 
give  great  dissatisfaction  to  the  ratepayers  generally  if  the 
present  boundaries  be  not  altered,  as  it  appears  there  was 
a mistake  made  in  the  survey  of  the  present  boundaries; 
that  the  measure  would  not  originally  have  been  carried  out 
even  within  the  present  boundaries  but  that  the  professional 
gentleman  engaged  for  the  old  Commissioners,  and  who 
was  also  conducting  the  movement  for  the  adoption  of  the 
new  Act,  pledged  himself  publicly  in  open  court  that  the 
boundaries  would  be  so  extended,  and  that  lie  was  autho- 
rized so  to  act  by  a large  number  of  the  ratepayers,  as  also 
by  many  of  the  parlies  who  have  since  been  elected  to  that 
office,  upon  which  pledge  all  opposition  to  the  introduction 
of  the  measure  was  withdrawn." 

37.  Then  the  boundary  has  continued  the  same  ever 
since  1 — Yes. 

38.  What  was  the  boundary  then  proposed  ? — There 
was  a map  attached  to  the  memorial  which  is  not  here. 
They  are  now  indifferent  on  the  subject  here  and  they 
don't  care  what  is  done. 

39.  Was  it  ever  considered  that  if  you  became  the 
urban  sanitary  authority  you  should  take  up  the 
management  of  the  roads? — No ; we  refused  to  do  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  What  we  wish  to  do  is  to  let  well 
enough  alone.  We  don’t  want  to  increase  any  burden 
upon  us,  for  our  means  are  very  trifling. 

40.  What  is  your  rate  ? — Is.  in  the  pound  improve- 
ment rate. 

41.  And  the  sanitary  rate? — Nothing,  we  have 
done  away  with  that  for  the  present. 

42.  You  have  a tax  of  IrZ.  for  keeping  up  the  Green  ? 
—Yes;  the  tax  for  the  Park  is  lcZ. ; our  sanitary  rate 
is  3d,  and  our  general  purposes  8</. 

43.  You  keep  within  the  shilling?— Yes.  It  is  a 
poor  district  and  a poor  town,  and  we  can’t  afford  it. 
We  must  keep  within  it.  We  are  trying  as  well  as 
we  can  to  keep  out  of  debt  and  to  nurse  our  little 
funds;  and  the  only  question  would  be  whether  it 
would  be  desirable  to  increase  it  to  any  extent  and  to 
bring  in  those  lands  to  pay  one-fourth ; but  the  area  is 
so  large,  it  would  be  about  10,000  acres,  and  if  any 
subsequent  legislation  should  bring  these  places  within 
our  compass  here  it  is  hard  to  know  where  it  would 
end,  if  we  are  to  supply  officers  and  inspection  and 
oil  that. 


44.  You  are  the  urban  sanitary  authority  at  present?  C'asbick-on- 

— Not  for  these  districts  at  present.  StlB' 

45.  But  within  the  township  you  are? Yes;  and  Mar' 10,  ia‘9' 

if  we  had  that  increased  district  it  would  be  a very  Mr.  O'Donnell, 
serious  thing. 

46.  These  districts  now  pay  the  full  sanitary  rate, 
and  half  is  deducted  from  the  landlord,  and  if  they 
come  into  the  town  they  only  pay  one-fourth  so  that 
it  would  be  better  for  them  to  come  in  ? — We  don’t 
want  to  be  burdened  with  them  at  all — we  don’t  know 
where  it  would  end.  What  we  would  rather  do  is  to 
get  something  that  would  give  us  an  income  quite 
irrespective  of  that.  We  are  anxious  to  get  up  a 
butter  market  here,  which  would  be  of  vital  im- 
portance to  us,  as  it  would  give  ns  an  additional  in- 
come of  about  £300  a year. 

47.  I would  like  to  know  whether  yon  could  sug- 
gest wluit  the  increase  would  be?— These  gentlemen 
do  not  suggest  any  increase,  though  they  thought  recti- 
fication would  he  desirable  and  they  left  it  to  the 
Commissioners. 

4S.  But  rectification  might  mean  decreasing  the 
boundary  and  not  increasing? — Yes. 

49.  Did  any  of  them,  as  far-  as  you  know,  go  in  for 
diminution  of  the  boundary  anywhere  ? — No. 

50.  Then  it  was  a rectification  by  increasing  ? 

51.  Mi-.  Harding  (Town  Clerk). — What  I gleaned 
from  them  would  be  something  like  this,  to  increase 
the  boundary  all  round  to  its  present  extreme  limit, 
so  that  it  should  be  the  same  distance  in  each  way. 

52.  Mr.  O’Donnell. — You  see  how  indifferent  these 
gentlemen  are  on  the  subject,  for  not  one  of  them  comes 
here  to-day.  These  valuable  pasture  lands,  the  grass 
of  which  is  set  for  .£5  an  acre,  don’t  extend  more  than 
a mile  round  the  town. 

53.  Do  they  extend  a mile  to  the  north  and  a mile 
to  the  south  ? — No ; some  lands  are  far  inferior.  Only 
part  of  Carrickbeg  would  produce  that,  because  tlie 
hill  intervenes,  and  there  is  bad  land;  but  on  tlie 
Kilkenny  side  the  land  about  the  town  will  set  for  .£’> 


an  acre. 

54.  They  are  in  the  town  at  present  ? — Yes. 

55.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  land  outside  the  town  is 
of  exceptional  value  ?— Certainly.  There  are  lauds 
outside  the  town  which,  if  they  wer-e  two  miles  further 
off,  would  not  be  worth  more  than  half  what  they  are 
paying  at  present. 

56.  Is  that  from  then-  proximity  to  the  town  as  a 


narket  town? — Yes. 

57.  Do  you  think  they  should  pay  something 
o wards  the  keeping  up  of  tlie  town  ?— No  doubt  about 

t.  They  derive  more  benefit  than  the  townspeople 
hemselves,  for  they  have  the  benefit  when  they  come 
n,  and  they  have  a market  here,  and  the  closer  the 
narket  is  the  less  the  expense  of  bringing  the  produce 

u,  so  that  they  have  the  advantage  of  being  within  a 
luavter  of  a mile  or  half  an  hour  of  the  market. 

5S.  Do  you  think,  in  view  of  that,  that  you  might 
i:\fely  take  in  an  area  of  two  miles  round  the  town  ? — 

[ think  that  would  be  too  far. 

59.  Would  you  say  a mile  and  a half ! — I tlunk  you 
night  fairly  go  to  that  distance  taking  the  matter  in 
.hat  point  of  view. 

60  Whether  they  paid  half  or  one-fourtli,  would  you 
make  the  landlord  pay  half  of  that  ?— I would  not  say 
u,w  much,  but  I think  they  should  pay  somethmg. 
\Iy  impression  is  that  the  landlord  derives  more 
jeiiefit  from  the  proximity  of  his  lands  to  the  town 
;han  the  occupier  does. 

61  The  same  thing  has  been  said  everywhere, 
mimlj,  that  tlie  person  yrlw  gets  tlie  greatest  licneht 
s the  landlord.  Do  yon  agree  m that  opinion  1— 

^60  If  that  is  sa,  is  it  your  opinion  tliat  he  should 
any  for  all  that ! — I would  not  venture  to  say  that, 
but  I go  upon  the  principle  that  he  should  pay  some- 
thin.. I think  yon  should  examine  Mr.  Harding  on 
that  question  as  a land  agent,  and  not  merely  as  one 

°f  S Suppose  the  area  teas  extended  to  the  extent  you 
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Carrick-on-  suggest,  would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  the  Town 
Suir.  Commissioners  managing  the  sanitary  portion  of  the 
Mat-.  10.  1879.  work  ? — That  is  the  difficulty  I see  all  through,  that  it 
Mr.  O'Donnell,  would  involve  us  in  expense  which  our  present  funds 
would  not  enable  us  to  carry  out,  but  if  we  get  an 
increase  it  would  be  different. 

04.  With  regard  to  the  expenses  of  any  sanitary 
works,  you  have  power  to  strike  an  unlimited  sanitary 
rate  1 — Yes ; but  we  have  a very  poor  district,  and 
unless  we  got  the  help  of  the  landlord,  we  would  not 
be  able  to  do  it,  and  any  addition  from  extension  of 
the  area  would  be  no  use  to  us  if  we  had  corresponding 
liabilities. 

65.  Certainly  not,  but  would  not  the  sanitary 
management  be  very  little  ? — You  would  have  to  pay 
additional  to  your  medical  officers,  and  inspectors,  and 
sub-sanitary  officers. 

66.  Yes,  hut  the  ratepayers  in  the  extended  district 
would  have  to  pay  that? — Yes,  certainly ; but  we  are 
obliged  to  regulate  our  funds  very  economically.  They 
are  very  small,  and  up  to  the  present  we  have  kept  out 
of  debt.  There  is  scarcely  a little  community  in 
Ireland  that  has  so  well  kept  itself  clear  of  liabilities 
with  the  little  means  we  have. 

67.  Of  course,  I understand  tiiat  it  is  not  proposed 
to  give  these  outlying  districts  any  benefit  of  lighting 
which  you  have  at  present,  aird  that  is  the  reason  you 
propose  to  make  them  pay  one-fourth  or  one-half? — 
Yes ; but  how  would  they  he  affected  as  regards 
cleansing. 

68.  As  regards  that  I suppose  unless  you  took  up 
the  roads  there  would  be  no  cleansing  other  than  for 
sanitary  purposes? — Suppose  we  got  this  increased 
area  into  our  charge  and  that  we  taxed  it,  would  we 
be  liable  to  be  called  upon  by  any  pier, sou  in  that  area 
to  keepi  the  roads  clean  ? 

69.  That  is  for  the  legislature  afterwards,  aud  at 
present  we  could  not  say  as  to  that ! — I apprehend  we 
might  be  called  upon  by  any  person  outside  the  present 
boundary  who  might  be  brought  in,  to  keep  these  roads 
clean  notwithstanding  that  we  are  not  severed  from 
the  county.  That  is  a very  serious  thing  for  a small 
community. 

70.  I take  your  view  to  be  that  if  they  are  brought 
in  they  should  be  la-ought  in  paying  a portion,  whether 
a fourth  or  a half,  and  that  they  should  not  get  light  ? 
— My  individual  opinion  is  that  if  we  are  to  supply 
them  with  equal  benefits  to  the  town  they  should  be 
equally  taxed. 

71.  I was  putting  it  in  the  same  way.  You  could 
not  light  these  outlying  districts  for  it  would  cost  too 
much,  and  they  don’t  want  it,  aud  your  view  is  that 
if  they  are  brought  in  on  a differential  rate,  it  is  to  be 
on  tbe  understanding  that  they  are  not  to  get  the 
benefit  of  lighting,  and  that  you  are  not  to  be  bound 
to  clean  these  roads  outside  the  present  district,  but 
that  they  should  remain  with  the  county  as  at  present 
for  cleansing  purposes  7— Yes.  We  object— this  is  my 
own'individual  opinion,  and,  I believe,,  the  opinion  of 
the  other  Commissioners  also— we  obiect  to  be  separated 
from  the  county. 

72.  You^want  to  remain  attached  to  the  county  for 
all  road  and  county  purposes?— Yes  ; but  we  ought  to 
have  the  management  of  our  internal  affairs.  That  is 
what  we  complain  of  most.  A man  may  charge  by 
weight  or  measurement,  or  whatever  he  likes,  and  we 
have  no  control  whatever. 

73.  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  more  important  to 
get  the  management  of  the  market  than  to  obtain  this 
extension?  — Yes.  We  would  sooner  have  the 
management  of  the  market  than  any  extension. 

74.  Who  has  the  management  of  the  market  here? 
—There  is  no  control  over  the  butter  market  at  alL  • 

75.  Who  keeps  it  ? — A man  named  Boyd,  who’  was 
appointed  by  the  assistant  barrister  about  twelve  or 
fourteen  years  ago. 

76.  What  does  he  do  with  the  tolls?— He  pockets 
them,  and  we  want  the  butter  market  to  be  put  under 


our  control,  and  we  want  to  have  sworn  tasters  j 
weighers.  There,  is  no  confidence  in  the  market  Ha 
£10,000  or  £15,000  a year  of  the  butter  goes  aS 
to  the  Waterford  market.  If  that  butter  was  sold 
here  it  would  be  better  for  the  town.  U 

77.  Would  you  get  the  toll  on  it  if  it  was  sold  herel 
—Yes.  We  would  get  threepence  iu  the  pound  fnr 
the  benefit  of  the  town. 


Mr.  Harding,  Town  Clerk,  recalled. 

78.  Are  you  a land  agent?— Yes,  to  some  extent 

79.  Do  you  know  the  value  of  land  near  the  town! 
— Yes. 

80.  Can  you  say  whether  land  within  an  area  of 
two  statute  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  town  is  mom 
valuable  and  pays  a higher  rent  than  land  three  miles 
off? — Yes,  it  does. 

81.  To  what  extent  would  you  say? — I say  that 
land  within  the  two  miles  area  is  well  worth  £4  an 
aci-e,  and  land  similar  in  quality  if  three  miles  off  is 
only  worth  from  30s.  an  acre  to  £2. 

82.  For  the  same  quality  of  land  1 — Yes,  and  the 
grazing  land  would  be  worth  £5  an  acre.  The  people 
within  that  district  use  the  town  largely  for  selling 
their  produce  and  buying  goods,  and  getting  manure 
and  everything  in  that  way.  They  also  use  the 
schools  for  their  children,  and  come  in  to  attend  then- 
places  of  worship,  and  in  many  other  ways  they  enjoy 
the  town  just  the  same  as  the  jieople  iu  it. 

83.  Do  they  take  the  advantage  of  lighting  in  that 
way? — I can’t  say  that,  because  it  doesn’t  extend 
much. 

84.  During  the  winter  months,  when  it  is  dark 
here  in  the  evenings,  do  they  get  the  benefit  of  the 
lighting  so  far  as  it  goes  ? — Cex-taiuly. 

85.  .Suppose  you  gave  them  nothing  except  the 
benefit  they  derive  themselves  from  their  proximity 
to  the  town,  how  much  do  you  think  they  should  pay 
towards  the  keeping  of  the  town — would  you  say  one- 
fourth,  or  one-third,  or  one-half? — At  present  any 
land  in-side  pays  only  one-fourth. 

86.  Is  that  too  little  for  them  to  pay  in  the  town? 
— I think  they  should  pay  at  least  half. 

87.  Do  you  think  that  the  half  of  that  should  be 
put  on  the  landlord  ? — Certainly. 

88.  So  yon  would  make  them  pay  half,  and  if  the 
landlord  paid  half  of  that,  they  would  only  have  one- 
fourth  to  pay  ? — Yes. 

89.  Because  if  it  is  a fact  that  the  landlord  gets 
£5  an  acre  for  land  for  which  he  would  only  get  £3 
if  it  was  further  off,  he  has  the  benefit  jto  the  extent 
of  £3  by  reason  of  his  proximity  to  the  town,  and  the 
landlord  should  pay  something?- -Certainly. 

90.  Following  out  that  principle,  would  you  think 
it  fair  that,  within  an  area  of  about  two  statute  miles 
of  the  town,  the  boundary  ought  to  be  extended, 
keeping  to  townland  boundaries  as  near  as  possible?— 
I do. 

91.  "Would  that  go  beyond  the  present  electoral 
division  boundary? — No. 

92.  Mr.  O'Donnell.  — Perhaps  that  would  he  too 
far,  some  of  the  Carrickbeg  land  is  not  worth  more 
than  £1  an  acre. 

93.  If  it  is  only  worth  £1  an  acre  it  is  only 
valued  at  that  amount,  and  if  it  is  to  pay  on  the 
valuation  it  only  pays  its  proportion  according  to  its 
value  1 — I am  speaking  of  the  benefits  derived  by  the 
landlord. 

94.  Well,  that  man  whose  land  is  only  valued  at 
£1  would  have  to  pay  threepence,  whereas  the  man 
whose  land  is  valued  at  £4  would  have  to  pay  * 
shilling  ?— But  throughout  Ireland  we  find  the  ba 
land  is  valued  too  high,  and  the  good  land  too  *ow- 

95.  Mr.  Howard’s  view  is  that  within  that  area 
they  Bhould  pay  half.  Is  it  your  view  that  ey 
should  pay  one-fourth,  but  that  in  either  case 
landlord  should  contribute  half? — Yea 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


Mr.  John  Richardson  examined. 


9G.  I an1  under  agent  to  Lord  Bcssborough,  and  I 
live  outside  the  town. 

97  Would  a good  deal  of  Lord  JBessborough’s 
land  be  affected  by  this  1— No. 

93  po  you  know  the  town  well! — Yes,  I am 
here  every  Saturday. 

99.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  fair  that  the  owners 
of  property  and  occupiers  within  a certain  district 


should  contribute  1 — I don't  think  the  county  derives 
much  benefit  from  the  town.  There  are  not  many 
advantages  to  be  got  in  this  town.  I don’t  see 
any  advantage  to  our  part  of  the  county  except  coming 
in  to  an  odd  market.  For  instance  the  butter  goes  to 
Waterford.  I am  outside  the  two  miles,  aud  I have 
nothing  to  say  to  the  matter. 


Mr.  Harding,  Town  Clerk,  recalled. 


100.  Suppose  there  is  an  extension,  what  would 
you  say  as  to  the  wards.  I suppose  any  extension  on 
the  Carrickbeg  side  should  go  to  the  Cavrickbeg  ward, 
and  the  same  way  with  the  other  ward  1 — I suppose 
so. 


101.  Would  there  be  any  further  rectification  of 
the  wards  necessary! — No. 

102.  How  many  people  would  be  brought  in  as 
voters  by  the  proposed  extension  ? — Not  many,  because 
it  would  be  piincipally  land  that  would  be  brought  in. 


Mr.  James  Wallace  examined. 


103.  I am  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Carrick-on-Suir.  The  boundaries  of  the  town  are  in 
my  opinion  too  limited  and  irregulaj-,  and  they  require 
extension.  I would  be  for  going  for  an  extension  of 
about  two  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  keeping 
to  the  townland  boundaries  as  near  as  possible.  The 
land  within  that  area  is  much  dearer  than  laud  of  the 
same  quality  about  three  miles  out.  The  persons 
holding  land  within  that  area  use  the  town  very  ex- 
tensively for  buying  and  selling,  and  they  are  enabled 
in  that  way  to  pay  a higher  rent  for  the  hincl  than 
they  otherwise  would.  The  landlord  gets  the  benefit 
too,  and  I think  it  would  be  fail1  that  the  people 
holding  that  land  should  pay  one-half  the  taxation 
that  the  town-people  pay,  even  without  getting  any 
benefit  from  the  lighting  of  the  town  or  watering.  In 


my  opinion  the  taxes  which  they  should  pay  should 
he  further  divided,  and  paid  half  by  the  landlord  and 
half  by  the  tenant.  I think  that  if  the  town  is  ex- 
tended the  extension  at  the  Tipperary  side  should  he 
added  to  the  Carrick-on-Suir  ward,  and  the  extension 
at  the  Waterford  side  should  be  added  to  the  Carrick- 
beg  ward.  I would  be  brought  in  for  land  I hold,  but 
I would  not  object  on  that  ground  as  I think  it  is 
fail’.  I do  not  think  it  would  be  any  advantage  that 
the  Town  Commissioners  should  acquire  the  manage- 
ment of  the  roads  from  the  Grand  Jury.  We  are 
satisfied  with  the  way  the  roads  are  kept,  and  I don’t 
tliink  we  could  keep  them  as  economically.  Whatever 
district  is  added  should  be  apportioned  to  the  two 
existing  wards.  No  further  alteration  of  the  wards 
is  desirable  or  necessary. 


Mr.  Thomas  J.  Howell  examined. 


104.  I am  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Carrick-on- 
Suir.  I think  the  boundaries  are  too  contracted,  and 
very  irregular;  they  require  to  be  extended,  and  I 
think  they  should  be  extended  to  the  extent  of  two 
miles  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  following  townlancl 
boundaries  as  near  as  possible.  I know  of  my  own 
knowledge  that  land  within  that  area  pays  a consider- 
ably higher  rent  than  lands  about  three  miles  further 
from  the  town,  though  they  are  of  the  same  quality. 
The  increased  value  is  caused  by  their  proximity  to 
the  town.  The  tenants  who  occupy  these  lauds  make 
as  much  use  of  the  town  as  those  who  live  in  the 
town ; they  buy  manure  in  the  town,  and  everything, 
in  fact,  they  want;  they  sell  their  produce  daily,  to  a 
large  amount,  in  the  town,  and  derive  considerable 
profit  from  it ; and  they  are  thereby  enabled  to  pay  a 


larger  rent  than  they  would  otherwise  do.  They  also 
have  the  benefit  of  the  lighting  of  the  town,  and  of  its 
arrangements.  I think,  in  fairness,  they  should  pay 
one-half  of  the  improvement  rate  in  the  town,  and 
that  what  they  thus  pay  should  be  divided  between 
the  landlord  and  tenant,  as  the  landlord  derives  a 
much  larger  rent  from  these  lands  than  he  otherwise 
would.  I don’t  think  it  would  be  any  advantage  to 
give  the  Commissioners  the  management  of  the  roads, 
which  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Jury;  we 
are  satisfied  with  the  way  the  roads  are  kept  and  I 
don’t  think  we  could  keep  them  as  economically. 
Whatever  district  is  added  should  be  apportioned  to 
the  two  existing  wards.  I don’t  tliink  any  further 
alteration  of  the  wards  is  desirable  or  necessary. 


Mr.  Denis  Howley  examined. 


105.  I am  a ratepayer  in  the  town.  I have  business 
in  the  town.  I know  of  my  own  knowledge  that  lands 
within  a circle  of  two  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  town 
pay  a considerably  higher  rent  than  lands  of  an  equal 
value  a little  further  off.  The  occupiers  of  these  lands 
are  able  to  pay,  in  consequence  of  the  advantages  they 
derive  by  buying  and  selling  in  the  town ; they  make 
use  of  the  town  largely  for  buying  and  selling  produce, 
and  they  get  the  advantage  of  the  lighting  of  the  town 
and  the  cleansing  of  the  streets.  I think  it  would  be 
fail'  that  they  should  pay  one-half  of  the  improvement 
rate  payable  by  the  people  in  the  town,  and  that  should 
he  paid  in  respect  of  the  advantages  they  derive  from 


the  town.  That  half,  I think,  should  be  divided 
between  the  landlord  and  tenant,  inasmuch  as  the 
landlord  derives  a higher  rent  from  the  land  than  he 
otherwise  would.  I do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable 
for  the  Town  Commissioners  to  obtain  the  manage- 
ment of  the  roads  from  the  Grand  Jury,  for  1 don’t 
think  they  could  be  as  cheaply  kept  by  the  Town 
Commissioners ; neither  do  I think  it  is  necessary  or 
desirable  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  existing  wards. 
The  land  to  be  brought  in,  if  there  is  to  be  any  exten- 
sion of  the  boundary,  Bhould  be  added  to  these  existing 
wards. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


Carrick-om- 

SUIR. 

Mar.  10.  1879. 

Mr.  John 
Richardson. 


Mr.  Harding. 


Mr.  James 
Wallace. 


Mr.  Thomas 
J.  Howell 


Mr.  Den’n 
Howley. 
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Carrickfeb- 
Scpt.  24. 1ST9. 


Mr.  T.  Digby 
Johns. 


CARRICKFERGUS.  —SEPTEMBER  24tii,  1879. 

[Before  Mr.  Exham,  Chairman,  and  Mr.  Routnson.] 

Mr.  T.  Digby  Johns  examined. 


1.  Chairman. — Vou  are  the  Town  Clerk  of  Carrick- 
fergus  ?— Yes.  Oarrickfergus  has  a form  of  government 
of  its  own. 

2.  You  axe  the  only  town  under  the  3rd  and  4th 
of  Victoria,  chapter  108,  add  the  6th  and  7th  of  Vic- 
toria, chapter  93 ? — Yes. 

3.  Has  your  municipal  boundary  always  been  the 
samel — Yes,  ever  since  the  charter  granted  by  Janies 
I.  The  limitation  was  then  fixed  by  the  charter,  and 
by  it  the  borough  and  county  of  the  town  were  made 
conterminous. 

4.  Have  the  Municipal  Commissioners  met  and 
considered  the  question  of  the  extension  or  alteration 
of  the  municipal  boundaries  ? — Yes,  they  had  a special 
meeting  yesterday,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
question,  knowing  that  you  were  going  to  sit  to-day. 
They  passed  the  following  resolution : — 

“ That  seeing  the  borough  and  county  of  the  town  of 
Carrickfergus  as  at  present  constituted  has  been  the  area 
of  local  taxation  and  jurisdiction  from  a very  remote 
antiquity  with  the  general  satisfaction  and  concurrence  of 
all  the  inhabitants  thereof,  that  the  Municipal  Commis- 
sioners are  the  owners  in  fee  of  the  entire,  property,  that 
there  is  no  rate  levied  or  required  for  municipal  purposes 
within  this  district,  and  that  the  Municipal  Commissioners 
are  also  the  Harbour  Commissioners  and  owners  of  the 
entire  foreshore  of  the  county  and  borough,  ltesolved — 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  extend,  limit,  or  otherwise  alter  the 
existing  boundaries  of  the  borough  of  Carrickfergus.” 


5.  As  far  .as  you  know,  from  the  ratepayers  of  tie 
town,  is  there  any  desire  to  increase  or  curtail  the 
limits  of  the  municipal  boundary  ? — None  whatever 

6.  Is  there  any  outside  district,  the  people  of  which 
would  wish  to  be  brought  in  ? — Certainly  not. 

7.  Is  the  county  of  the  town  and  the  town  0f 
Carrickfergus  conterminous  with  the  Poor  Lav- 
Electoral  Division? — It  is. 

8.  How  far  does  the  electoral  division  extend  on 
all  sides  from  the  town  of  Carrickfergus — how  many 
miles  ? —About  four  square  miles.  It  is  very  irregular 
on  the  west  side. 

9.  What  was  the  poor  rate  for  the  past  five  years? 
—In  1874,  Is.  Grf. ; 1S75,  Is.  4cZ. ; 1876.  Is. ; 1877 
Is. ; 1878,  Is. 

10.  Do  you  manage  your  roads  yourself?— The 
Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  the  town  of  Carrickfergus 
manage  the  roads  entirely.  It  is  a separate  county 
and  has  a separate  Grand  Jury,  and  they  lew  a 
separate  county  cess. 

1 1.  Have  you  considered  whether  it  would  he  better 
to  get  a transfer  of  the  Grand  J ury  powers  to  the 
Municipal  Commissioners  so  that  you  would  be  enabled 
to  manage  your  own  roads  ? — The  Town  Commissioners 
have  got  enough  to  do  with  their  own  business,  and 
they  don’t  want  to  interfere  with  the  Grand  Jury. 

12.  Do  you  think  that  there  would  be  any  benefit 
derived  from  it  ? — I don’t  think  so. 


Mr.  James 
Louden. 


Mr.  James  Louden  examined. 


13.  Chairman. — You  aie  one  of  the  Municipal 
Commissioners  of  Carrickfergus? — Yes,  I wish  to 
remark  that  there  has  been  some  talk  about  the  town 
contributing  more  than  it  gets,  and  I have  made  some 
inquiries  on  the  subject. 

14.  Do  you  consider  there  would  be  a saving 
effected  if  you  had  the  roads  under  the  control  of  the 
Municipal  Commissioners? — I believe  the  Commis- 
sioners would  have  things  in  a better  state  for  the 
amount  of  money  that  the  town  contributes.  The 
county  people  are  disinclined  to  do  anything  for  the 
town.  They  say,  “ What  right  have  we  to  contribute 
towards  the  work  of  the  town  ? ” 


15.  Do  you  consider  that  you  could  do  the  work 
cheaper  and  better,  and  that  it  would  be  for  the 
benefit  of  parties  within  the  municipal  area  if  you  got 
control  of  the  roads  and  got  the  county  cess? — We 
have  not  considered  the  mattci\  The  valuation  of 
the  town  is  about  .£6,000,  and  the  average  charge  is 
Is.  in  the  pound,  about  that  every  half-year,  whiclr 
makes  about  £600  a year  paid  for  roads  by  the  town. 

16.  Do  you  think  you  could  keep  your  roads  much 
cheaper  if  you  got  that  £600  a year,  and  the  Municipal 
Commissioners  had  the  laying  out  of  it?— Most 
decidedly. 


Mi-.  Johns  re-examined. 


17.  Chairman. — Then  in  that  view  it  would  be  of 
advantage  if  you  got  the  Grand  J ury  powers  transferred 
to  you? — There  has  been  no  suggestion  made  in 
reference  to  the  matter. 

18.  Under  the  Act  of  last  session — the  Public 
Health  Act — that  can  be  done,  and  no  veto-  of  the 
Grand  J ury  can  prevent  its  being  done  if  the  Local 
Government  Board  approves  of  it? — We  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it  at  present. 

19.  In  Wexford  they  have  saved  enormously  by  it? 
— Yery  likely  so. 

Mr.  Louden. — I have  no  doubt  the  town  would  save 
£600  or  £700  by  it 


20.  Mr.  Robinson. — Yon  don’t  think  you  get  value’ 
and  that  you  are  consequently  paying  a quota  to  the 
rest  of  the  barony? — Yes. 

21.  You  are  the  urban  sanitary  authority  here? 
— No;  we  are  not  the  sanitary  authority.  The 
Guardians  of  Larne  are  the  sanitary  authority. 

22.  The  population  is  9,450  ? — Nevertheless  we  are 
not  the  sanitary  authority,  and  the  Municipal  Com- 
missioners took  counsel’s  opinion  on  the  subject. 

23.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  the 
Town  Commissioners  should  be  the  sanitary  authority, 
and  have  the  management  of  the  roads,  and  of  the 
sewerage,  and  all  that  ?— I do  think  so. 


Mr.  M.  R. 


Mr.  M.  R.  Dalway,  m.p.,  examined. 


24.  Chairman. — What  areyom-  views  on  the  sub- 
ject of  this  inquiry? — As  Chairman  of  the  Municipal 
Commissioners  here,  I may  mention  that  I consider 
that  there  should  not  he  any  alterationof  the  boundaries, 
and  further  that  it  would  be  desirable  in  my  opinion 


that  we  were  made  the  urban  sanitary  authority,  and 
that  we  had  control  of  the  roads  within  the  present 
district,  and  that  the  district  should  not  be  altered. 

Mr.  Jolms. — If  the  whole  of  the  county  cess  of  the 
county  of  the  town  of  Carrickfergus  is  devoted  to 
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Carrickfergus  it  would  make  no  difference  to  the  town 
except  to  give  more  trouble  to  the  Municipal  Commis- 
sioners. 

Mr.  Louden. — I don’t  consider  that  there  is  very 
much  in  it,  only  that  sometimes  the  country  people 
say_  “ those  are  town  improvements  that  we  should 
not  pay  for.” 

25.  Chairman. — Youthiuk,  Mr.  Johns,  there  would 
he  no  good  in  getting  the  powers  of  the  Grand  Jury  ? 

X do.  There  are  no  complaints  about  the  Grand 

Jury  that  I ever  heard  of,  and  if  any  change  was 
effected  the  Municipal  Commissioners  would  have  to 
employ  a surveyor  and  pay  Mm  the  same  as  the  Grand 
Jury. 

26.  It  would  probably  cost  them  the  same  ? 

Mi-.  Dalway. — It  would  cost  them  just  the  same. 

Mr.  Louden. — I think  the  same  objection  applies  to 
any  alteration  in  sanitary  matters.  If  that  matter 
was  changed  the  Municipal  Commissioners  would  have 
to  appoint  a staff. 

27.  Chairman. — Do  you  think,  Mr.  Louden,  it 
would  be  desirable  that  the  Town  Commissioners 
should  have  in  their  own  hands  the  sanitary  arrange- 


ments of  the ’town,  and  not  have  to  be  going  over  to  CAjtmcKrtB- 
■Lame  to  get  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  look  after  - Gcs- 
them  ? -I  would  most  decidedly  object  to  the  alteration  S<pt  u'  1878- 
at  the  present  time,  because  I think  it  would  incur  Mr.  M R Dal- 
expense  to  a considerable  extent,  and  in  a variety  of  war,  sr.P.‘ 
ways  that  the  Municipal  Commissioners  should'not 
drop  into  at  present.  That  is  my  opinion. 

28.  Do  you  think  it  would  not  be  desirable  that  you 
should  become  the  urban  sanitary  authority  ?— At  the 
present  time  I think  not.  It  may  be  so  further  on, 
in  two  or  three  years  hence.  I think  matters  have 
gone  on  pretty  satisfactorily.  As  to  satisfaction  with 
the  conduct  of  the  Grand  Jury,  I most  decidedly  sav 
that  I have  had  good  reason  to  be  dissatisfied"  with 
their  conduct  in  one  or  two  cases.  I had  a flooding 
case  wMch  cost  me  a lot  of  money. 

29.  Well,  we  cannot  interfere  about  that? — Yes; 
but  I do  not  want  it  to  go  forth,  when  a statement  is 
made  as  to  the  satisfactory  conduct  of  the  Grand  Jury, 
that  it  cannot  be  contradicted.  I say  most  decidedly 
that  there  was  great  ground  of  dissatisfaction  in  con- 
nexion with  their  conduct. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 


CARLOW.— FEBRUARY  12th,  1879.  Cakm*- 

Feb.  12, 1873. 

(Before  Mr.  W.  A.  Exham,  Q.C.,  Chairman,  and  Mr.  W.  P.  O’Brien*.) 


Mr.  James  Kelly  examined. 


1.  Chairman. — You  are  the  Town  Clerk  of  Carlow? 
— Yes;  about  five  years. 

2.  I see  that  the  present  boundaries  of  the  town 
were  fixed  by  an  Order  in  Council  of  the  2nd  of 
January,  1855? — Yes. 

3.  That  was  the  time  the  Towns  Improvement  Act 
was  adopted  in  Carlow  ? — Yes. 

I.  Have  the  boundaries  remained  the  same  ever 
since-? — Yes. 

5.  Are  the  municipal  and  parliamentary  boundaries 
the  same  here  ? — They  are. 

6.  The  town  is  divided  into  two  wards? — Yes, 
Carlow  and  Graigue. 

7.  Are  Carlow  and  Graigue  Poor  Law  wards  also  ? 
—Yes. 

8.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Are  they  wai-ds  for  Poor  Law 
purposes  ? — Yes. 

9.  Chairman. — Are  the  wards  the  same  for  muni- 
cipal and  Poor  Law  purposes  ? — Yes. 

10.  Is  the  town  in  two  electoral  divisions  also  ? — 
Yes,  Carlow  and  Graigue. 

II.  What  is  the  population? — 7,842  in  1871.  . 

12.  Is  it  an  increasing  or  decreasing  population? — 
Decreasing. 

13.  What  is  it  supposed  to  he  now  1 — About  7,000. 

14.  What  is  the  acreable  area  of  the  town? — 546a. 
3b.  15p. 

15.  Mr.  O’Brien. — According  to  the  return  of  the 
Valuation  Office  it  is  given  as  629  acres  1— The  total 
I have  given  you  is  taken  from  the  books  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  Union,  546  acx-es. 

16.  Is  that  for  the  two  wards? — Yes. 

17.  What  is  the  valuation? — About  £9,460  for 
Carlow. 

18.  Are  there  any  waste  lands  included  in  that 
area? — I do  not  know.  The  valuation  of  Carlow 
ward  is  £9,465  5s. 

19.  What  is  the  total  valuation? — £10,889  10s. 

20.  It  is  quite  clear  that  the  return  furnished  to 
me  by  the  Valuation  Office  refers  to  the  same  thing, 
because  tbe  valuation  given  in  that  return  is  £10,932, 
so  that  there  must  he  some  waste  land  included  t-r- 
Probably  so. 

21.  Chairman. — Will  you  give  me  the  rates  which 


have  been  struck  here  for  the  last  five  years  ? — Yes, 
they  are  as  follows : — 


Municipal. 
S.  d. 

1874,  . 1 0 

1875,  . .10 

1876,  . . 0 10 

1877,  . . 0 10 

1878,  . . 0 10 


l’oor  Law.  County. 
s.  d.  s.  d. 

2 11  1 81 

2 3 1 10 

17  1 81 

1 11  2 1 

2 7 19 


22.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  the  question 
as  to  the  extension  of  the  boundaries  ? — Yes. 

23.  Have  they  expressed  a unanimous  opinion  on 
it  1 — Yes. 

24.  Are  you  authorized  to  state  what  that  opinion 
is  ? — I think  so. 

25.  Mr.  O’Brien. — How  many  Commissioners  are 
there? — Eighteen,  fifteen  for  Carlow  and  three  for 
Graigue.  Seven  members  were  present  at  the  meeting 
at  which  this  question  of  the  extension  of  the  bound- 
aries was  considered. 

26.  Was  it  a specially  convened  meeting  ? — Yes ; 
all  the  members  got  notice  of  it. 

27.  Chairman. — What  is  the  opinion  of  the  body 
according  to  the  view  taken  at  that  meeting  ? — The 
record  on  the  minute  book  of  the  Commissioners  is : — 

“At  a meeting  held  on  the  1 8th  of  December,  1878,  seven 
members  present,  it  was  agreed  that  the  borough  boundary 
be  extended  to  a radius  of  two  miles  from  the  centre  of  the 
town— the  market  cross.-’ 

28.  What  is  the  present  radius  from  the  centre  of 
the  town? — Half  a mile. 

29.  In  each  direction  ?— Yes,  in  each  direction. 

30.  Is  it  uniform  in  every  direction  ? — Yes,  except 
in  the  -eastern  direction,  which  is  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town. 

31.  Would  the  proposal  of  the  Commissioners  carry 
the  bounds  outside  the  Carlow  and  Graigue  electoral 
divisions  ? — I think  it  would,  hut  I cannot  safely  say. 

32.  How  many  townlands  would  this  proposed  ex- 

tension take  in  ? — I cannot  say.  Mr.  Jameson  could 
tell  you  that.  . , , , . ,, 

33.  How  many  townlands  are  included  in  the 
. present  area,  or  part  of  townlands  !—  Two,  Carlow  and 

Graigue. 


Mr.  -limes 
Kelly. 
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Carlow. 
Fe».  12, 1873. 

Mr.  James 
Kelly. 


34.  No  parts  of  townlands? — No,  the  whole  of 
them. 

35.  Can  you  tell  me  whether  the  proposed  boundary 
would  go  beyond  the  electoral  divisions  of  Carlow  and 
Graigue  1—  I think  it  would.  It  would  go  beyond  the 
electoral  division  of  Carlow,  but  not  beyond  that  of 
Oraigue. 

36.  How  many  electoral  divisions  will  it  take  in  on 
the  Carlow  side  ? —I  don’t  know  the  exact  number. 

37.  Will  you  tell  me  what  would  be  the  extent 
of  the  increase,  how  many  acres  1 — I cannot  tell  you. 

38.  Nor  the  valuation  ? — No. 

39.  Do  the  Commissioners  propose  a hard-and-fast 
line  of  two  miles  of  a radius  without  reference  to  town- 
land  boundaries  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? — Yes. 

40.  What  would  be  the  increased  valuation  of  this 
two-mile  radius  1— I cannot  tell  you,  but  I can  tell 
you  the  acreage  of  the  two  electoral  divisions  outside 
the  borough.  In  the  Carlow  electoral  division  outside 
the  borough  there  are  5,449a.  2r.  12p.,  and  in  the 
Graigue  there  are  4,241a.  3r.  20p. 

41.  546  acres  is  the  entire  borough  at  present? — 
Yes. 

42.  How  much  of  that  is  in  Carlow  and  how  much 
in  Graigue? — 412a.  3r.  20p.  in  Carlow,  and  131  a.  3k. 
35 p.  in  Oraigue. 

43.  Then  how  much  do  you  propose  to  take  in? — 
4,241  acres  of  Carlow. 

44.  And  how  much  beyond  that,  because  you  say 
you  are  to  go  iuto  another  electoral  division? — I 
cannot  tell ; I do  not  kuow  the  area  outside  the 
electoral  division. 

45.  On  what  grounds  do  the  Commissioners  con- 
sider the  extension  of  the  present  boundaries  desirable  ? 
— They  think  it  would  be  a general  improvement  and 
advantage  both  to  the  town  and  its  neighbourhood  in 
eveiy  respect,  for  instance,  in  lighting. 

46.  In  what  do  the  advantages  consist? — They 
think  it  would  have  the  effect  of 'lightening  the  rates 
on  the  townspeople  inside  the  borough. 

47.  Do  they  consider  that  lands  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  town  are  more  valuable  by  having  the 
town  tn  resort  to  as  a market  town? — They  do. 

48.  Is  it  a fact,  and  do  you  know  that  lands  near 
the  town,  and  within  this  two-mile  radius,  are  let  in 
the  market  at  a higher  rate  owing  to  their  proximity 
to  the  town  ? — Yes. 

49.  That  is  a fact? — Yes. 

50.  How  much  tftore  rent  would  lands  near  the 
town  bring  than  lands  three  or  four  miles  off?— From 
-£1  to  30s.  an  acre,  at  least. 

51.  Is  the  entire  of  the  town  within  the  municipal 
boundary  lighted? — Yes. 

52.  With  oil  or  gas? — There  are  seventy-eight 
lamps  lighted  with  oil. 

53.  Have  you  found  that  more  economical  than 
gas?— A great  deal  more.  For  three  years  we  have 
used  oil. 

54.  Are  there  many  gentlemen’s  seats  that  would  be 
brought  in  by  this  proposed  extension?— I would  say 
about  a dozen. 

. 55.  How  many  of  the  farmer  class  would  be  brought 

in  ? — A very  large  number. 

56.  Occupying  farms  of  what  size? — From  10  to 
100  and  150  acres. 

57.  Could  you  give  us  about  the  number? — I am 
sure  there  would  be  200  ratepayers. 

58.  Would  it  bring  in  persons  who  would  be  quali- 
fied to  fill  the  office  of  Town  Commissioner? Yes  • a 

good  many.  I could  not  say  the  exact  number.  ' 

59.  How  many  persons  are  eligible  at  present  for 
that  office? — About  seventy  I should  say.  Over  £12 
and  under  £20  there  are  seventy-six,  and  over  £20 
eighty-two — that  is  158. 

60.  Do  the  persons  living  between  the  existing 
limit  and  the  two  mile-radius  dispose  of  their  produce 
in  this  town  ? — Yes. 

61.  What  articles  do  they  so  dispose  of?— Com 
butter,  potatoes  and  milk,  eggs,  vegetables,  and 
poultry. 


62.  Do  the  persons  having  a town  like  Carlow 
such  close  proximity  to  their  land  enjoy  exceptional 
advantages  over  and  above  persons  living  at  a distance 

— Yes. 

63.  Do  they  use  the  town  coming  to  the  railwav! 
— Yes. 

64.  Are  the  schools  in  Carlow  resorted  to  bv  the 

children  of  these  people?— Yes ; they  have  veryLjood 
educational  advantages  also.  ° 

65.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners  considered  the 
terms  upon  which  they  should  be  brought  in ; have 
they  considered  whether  the  people  living  in  the  pro- 
posed extended  district  should  pay  an  equal  rate  with 
those  in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

66.  Are  you  aware  that  under  the  sixty-second 
section  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  the  owners 
or  occupiers  of  land  within  a township  pay  a rate  only 
on  one-fourth  of  tlieir  valuation?— That  is  2Jtf.  in  the 
pound  here  when  it  is  a lOcZ.  rate. 

67.  Is  it  the  proposal  of  the  Commissioners  that  it 
should  remain  the  same?— Yes. 

68.  Do  the  Commissioners  propose  to  light  all  that 
extended  district? — They  could  not  light  the  whole 
length  of  it  I am  sure. 

69.  Was  that  considered  by  the  Commissioners?— 
Partly ; I am  sure  they  would  extend  the  lighting  a 
good  way. 

70.  Was  the  question  of  the  rate  considered!— 
Yes  j the  quarter  rate  on  the  land. 

71.  Did  the  Commissioners  consider  that  under 
the  Sanitary  Act  of  last  year — as  far  as  sanitary 
matters  are  concerned,  they  would  be  only  liable  to 
pay  one-fourth  ? — Yes. 

72.  Would  they  be  satisfied  with  that? — Yes. 

73.  Are  they  satisfied  to  bring  them  in  on  those 
terms? — Yes. 

7 4.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  the  queries 
submitted  to  them  by  us  ? — Yes. 

75.  In  answering  the  queries  did  they  consider  the 
question  of  taking  up  of  the  roads? — No. 

7 6.  Do  the  Commissioners  propose,  that  the  roads 
should  remain  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Jury  ? 
— Yes. 

77.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Aretlieyawareofthepowergiven 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  enabling  them  to  get 
possession  of  the  roads  ?—  -They  are,  but  they  prefer 
leaving  them  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Jury. 

78.  Do  they  get  a good  equivalent  for  the  money 
expended  on  the  town  ? — Yes. 

79.  Chairman. — When  I lust  sat  here,  I remember, 
there  was  a great  complaint  made  about  the  conduct 
of  the  Grand  Jury  in  relation  to  Graigue,  that  nothing 
was  done  for  Graigue  ? — That  is  the  Queen’s  County 
Grand  Jury. 

80.  Do  you  want  now  to  extend  the  boundary  in 
the  Graigue  district? — Yes. 

81.  What  do  you  propose? — Is  it  that  the  extended 
part  of  Graigue  should  remain  as  it  is,  and  that 
nothing  should  be  done  with  regard  to  the  roads  of  it, 
of  which  such  complaints  were  made  before.  We 
propose  to  leave  it  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Queen’s 
County  Grand  Jury. 

82.  Although  they  do  nothing  ? — Yes. 

83.  Do  the  complaints  still  continue  ? — There  were 
no  conv'laints  for  the  last  two  years. 

84.  Have  they  maintained  the  roads  properly  since 
then  ? — They  have  ; it  was  the  sewers  that  were  com- 
plained of  at  the  time  you  speak  of. 

85.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Is  the  town  pretty  well  regulated 
both  as  regards  sewerage  or  water  supply? — Yes. 

86.  Is  there  any  necessity  for  a large  scheme? — No. 
There  is  not  any  water  supply ; it  is  all  done  by  pumps. 

87.  Is  there  a good  water  supply  in  the  town  ? — Y ess ; 
there  are  sixteen  public  pumps  and  very  good  water. 

88.  Chairman. — Are  you  satisfied  with  the  way  the 
Grand  Jury  keep  the  roads  cleansed  in  the  town  1 — 
The  Commissioners  manage  the  scavenging,  but  the 
Grand  Jury  repair  the  roads,  streets,  footpaths,  water- 
tables,  and  sewerage  in  the  town. 

89.  If  you  take  in  the  roads  in  the  extended  district 
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do  you  propose  to  scavenge  them  for  the  one-fourth 
taxation  ? — It  could  not  be  done  to  the  full  extent. 

90.  What  do  you  propose  to  do  for  the  men  living 

rft  the  furthest  extent  of  the  two  miles  in  return  for 
the  2 Id.  in  the  pound ; do  you  propose  to  do  any- 
thing ? They  will  extend  the  lighting  and  the  water 

supply,  but  not  to  the  extent  of  two  miles. 

91.  To  what  extent  do  you  propose  to  extend  those 
advantages  ? — I should  say  about  half  a mile  further 
than  at  present. 

92.  Then  for  a mile  you  propose  to  do  nothing  1 — I 
am  sure  those  advantages  to  which  I have  referred 
could  not  be  sent  out  further  by  the  Commissioner's. 

93.  Have  theCommissioners  considered  the  question 
of  caking  up  the  roads,  so  that  there  should  be  one 
undivided  authority,  and  that  you  would  have  the  same 
body  looking  after  the  lighting,  water,  scavenging, 
and  cleaning  of  the  roads,  and  the  sanitary  arrange- 
ments of  the  town  also  1—  They  would  propose  to  leave 
the  repairs  of  the  roads  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand 
Jury. 

94.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  this  ques- 
tion with  regard  to  those  people  outside  that  are  at 
present  in  the  rural  district,  that  while  in  the  rural 
sanitary  district  they  pay  the  full  sanitary  rate,  and 
have  a right  to  deduct  half  from  the  landlords,  while 
if  those  persons  are  brought  into  the  town,  they  will 
only  have  to  pay  one-fourth  of  the  sanitary  rate  with 
no  deduction  from  the  landlord,  except  the  law  be 
changed  ? — I am  almost  sure  the  Commissioner's  have 
considered  all  that. 

95.  Will  you  be  able  if  you  receive  only  one-fourth 
from  them  to  make  all  necessary  sanitary  arrange- 
ments1?—Yes,  but  no  sewers;  they  are  made  by  the 
Grand  Jury. 

96.  The  Grand  Jury  only  make  surface  drains  ; I 
am  talking  of  sewers.  Suppose  the  Commissioners 
become  the  Sanitary  Authority,  have  they  considered 
what  would  be  necessary  for  drainage  and  other 
purposes1? — I think  with  the  present  borough  rate 
they  could  not  do  that  work  without  striking  a 
special  sanitary  rate  for  that  purpose. 

97.  If  thatwasdoneby  the  Rural  Authority,  the  occu- 
piers would  have  to  pay  thofull  sanitary  rate  and  deduct 
one-half  from  the  landlord,  but  the  moment  you  take 
them  in,  and  strike  a sanitary  rate,  then  they  will  only 
pay  one-fourth  to  the  town  -without  any  deduction. 
If  you  are  obliged  to  strike  a sanitary  rate  for  the 
purpose  of  draining  their  district  they  will  only  pay 
one-fourth,  whereas  the  people  in  the  borough  pay  the 
full  rate,  and  they  will  have  to  pay  so  much  in  aid  of 
the  sanitary  rate  of  the  people  of  the  outside  district. 
Have  they  considered  that  1— They  have. 

98.  Are  they  prepared  to  do  it? — Yes. 

99.  You  say  there  would  be  an  advantage  to  the 
ratepayers  of  the  town  in  having  those  others  brought 
in,  but  if  the  people  living  within  this  two-mile  area 
were  brought  in,  and  you  are  obliged  to  strike  a 
sanitary  rate  on  the  entire  of  the  district,  the  people 
in  the  town  will  have  to  pay  the  full  sanitary  rate  for 
the  outside  district  you  bring  in,  while  the  people  of 
that  district  when  brought  in  will  only  pay  one-fourth 
of  that  1 — Yes. 

100.  What  advantage  will  it  be  for  the  rate- 
payers of  the  town,  suppose  you  strike  a 6d.  sanitary 
rate.  The  people  outside  will  only  pay  1 \d.,  and  the 
townspeople  will  not  only  have  to  pay  6 id.  for  them- 
selves, but  6cZ.  for  those  outside  ; they  will  pay  three 
quarters  extra  beyond  the  people  outside  the  present 
district.  What  advantage  will  that  be  to  the  people 
of  the  town! — They  consider  that  it  would  be  an 
advantage,  as  it  would  reduce  the  taxation  of  the 
people  inside  the  boundary. 

101.  How  will  it  reduce  their  taxation1?— In  the 
light  in  which  you  have  explained  the  matter  I don  t 
see  how  it  could.  The  Commissioners  must  not  have 
considered  that  question  fully. 

102.  Did  they  consider  this  question  with  reference 
to  the  Public  Health  Act  of  last  year,  and  that,  as  the 
law  now  is,  all  this  land,  if  brought  in,  is  only  to  pay 


one-fourth  of  the  sanitary  rate  and  the  improvement  Cablow. 
rate'! — They  were  aware  that  all  lands  only  paid  one-  Feb.  12,  is-f. 
fourth  of  the  rate.  ’ Tames 

103.  Are  you  prepaved  to  say  that  you  are  ready  to  ^Jj|l  e 
undertake  to  scavenge  all  the  roads  over  that  two  miles 

of  an  area,  and  that  the  people  outside  the  present 
boundary  are  only  to  pay  one-fourth  of  the  cost  of 
doing  that,  while  the  townspeople  pay  the  full  amount 
of  the  rate  ? — They  were  aware  of  that,  but  I am  sure 
they  could  not  scavenge  that  two-mile  area.  They 
could  not  go  beyond  the  present  boundary,  so  that  the 
expenditure  would  not  be  much  heavier  for  scavenging. 

104.  Then  what  do  you  propose  to  do ; are  you  to 
leave  the  roads  of  the  proposed  added  district  nn- 
scavenged,  if  I may  use  the  expression  ? — In  the  case 
of  the  country  roads,  the  road  makers  would  do  that. 

105.  The  road  makers  only  keep  the  roads  in  repair  ? 

— Before  repairing  them  they  always  clean  them. 

106.  Are  they  to  leave  them  from  one  assizes  to 
another  ? — I am  almost  sure  they  would,  hut  not  from 
one  assizes  to  another,  because  they  could  not  clean 
them  out  that  distance. 

107.  What  are  the  amounts  of  the  contracts  for 
the  repairs  of  tlie  roads  within  the  town  ? — I cannot 
say  ; we  have  no  control  over  them. 

108.  Any  one  could  see  from  the  contracts  what 
it  cost  the  Grand  Jury  to  keep  the  roads  in  repair  for 
the  town  for  the  last  year — what  they  paid  their  con- 
tractors— then  we  know  what  they  got  from  you,  so 
we  could  see  easily  whether  you  would  lose  money  by 
taking  up  the  roads  from  them? — I cannot  say;  I 
will  make  out  a list  for  you  in  a few  minutes. 

109.  Was  that  considered? — It  was,  very  often,  as 
to  the  taking  up  and  repair  of  roads  and  streets. 

110.  You  are  paying  the  Grand  Jury  something 
more  than  £1,000  a year,  and  the  county-at-large 
charges  would  be  about  £500.  The  question  then  is 
what  is  the  expenditure? — Yes,  but  I don’t  know  what 
they  pay  for  the  roads. 

111.  Have  you  auy  surveyor  here? — We  have  a 
town  surveyor. 

112.  Have  you  any  map  of  the  town  here  as 
prescribed  under  the  Acts  of  Parliament  ? — No  map 
except  the  one  you  have  before  you. 

113.  But  that  is  not  a map  at  all  ? — Well  it  is  the 
only  one  we  have. 

114.  By  the  13th  section  of  the  10th  and  11th  of 
Victoria,  chapter  34  you  ought  to  have  a map  of  your 
district,  giving  its  limits  and  showing  the  sewerage 
and  so  on,  accessible  to  the  public,  with  the  proper 
levels  marked  on  it?— I was  not  aware  of  that 

H.5.  Have  the  people  you  propose  to  bring  in  any 
objection  to  be  brought  in? — I am  sure  they  will 
oppose  the  proposition  of  the  Commissioners. 

116.  Even  though  they  should  pay  only  one-fourth 
of  the  rates  ?— I believe  they  will  object  even  to  that. 

117.  Mr.  O’Brien.— Then  they  prefer  to  remain  as 
they  are? — Yes. 

118.  I presume  they  contemplate  that  the  sanitary 
expenditure  will  he  much  heavier  on  the  town  than 
on  the  rural  district? — Yes. 

119.  Chairman.— Are  the  sanitary  arrangements 
in  thetown  satisfactory  ?— V ery  satisfactory. 

120.  Then  you  don’t  want  any  outlay? — I think 
not,  at  any  rate  not  anything  in  the  town  worth 


leafcmg  01.  ...  . , 

121.  Then  if  there  was  any  sanitary  rate  it  would 
. for  the  benefit  of  the  outside  district  to  be  brought 
'l  -yes ; for  sewers  and  drains. 

122.  Are  you  able  to  speak  for  the  Commissioners 

. the  urban  sanitary  authority  with  regard  to  the 
mitary  arrangements  within  the  town  at  present, 
id  are  you  in  a position  to  say  whether  or  not  the 
ntside  district  that  you  propose  to  bring  in  would 
;quire  sewerage  and  sanitary  arrangements  to  be 
iade  for  it?— In  several  districts  I am  sura  it 
ould  be  required.  . . , 

123  Don’t  you  know  you  would  have  to  do  that 
,ork  if  you  brought  them  in  ?— Yes.  ^ ^ 
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Ca.ih.ow.  124.  How  far  do  the  electoral  divisions  of  Graigue 
Pth.  12.  i8T9.  and  Carlow  extend  1 — I cannot  say. 

„ . — 125.  Have  vou  a scavenging  staff  at  present  for 

Mr.  James  « ,TJ  . ° 

Kelly  the  town  ? — les,  we  nave. 

126.  Utilising  that  staff  for  the  purpose  of  the 
roads,  if  you  had  them  in  your  own  hands — what 
reason  is  there — if  any  outside  district  is  brought  in, 
why  there  should  not  be  one  undivided  authority  in 


the  town  to  look  after  the  roads  and  ali  i 1 don>t 

know ; I think  they  were  always  in  favour  of  leaving 
the  roads  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Juries.  ° 

127.  The  sum  paid  by  the  Grand  Jury  to  the  road 
contractors  for  Carlow  is  .£288  8s.  6 d.  1 — Yes. 

128.  Does  that  include  all  the  lanes  and  everything  1 
— All ; inside  the  present  boundary. 


Mr.  Darby 

Herring 

Cooper. 


Mr.  Darby  Herring  Cooper  examined. 


129.  Chairman. — How  long,  Mr.  Cooper,  have 
you  been  Chairman  of  the  Carlow  Town  Commissioners? 
— For  a good  many  years. 

130.  Were  you  one  of  the  seven  Town  Com- 
missioners who  met  to  consider  the  question  of  the 
extension  of  the  municipal  boundary? — I was. 

131.  Is  it  your  opinion  and  that  of  your  brother 
Commissioners  as  far  as  you  know,  that  there  should 
be  an  extension  of  the  boundaries  of  the  town  ? — Yes, 
but  not  to  the  same  extent  os  we  stated  in  our 
answers  to  the  queries  you  submitted  to  us — two  miles. 
After  we  got  your  notice  we  had  a meeting  to  consult 
over  the  matter,  and  to  see  had  anyone  considered 
what  had  been  done  in  other  places,  and  that  if  there 
was  a good  suggestion  from  the  course  pursued  by 
auy  other  place  we  would  take  it  into  our  consideration 
and  perhaps  do  the  same  thing,  but  we  had  no  grounds 
to  go  upon,  and  we  then  mentioned  two  miles.  Since 
that  time,  however,  we  have  changed  our  opinion 
very  much,  and  we  think  that  one  mile  would  be 
sufficient  for  what  we  want.  There  is  a question  that 
we  were  ignorant  as  to  up  to  this  and  remain  so  still, 
and  it  is  whether  supposing  this  mile  that  we  now 
seek  an  extension  to  was  granted  the  people  holding 
land  in  that  extension  would  be  liable  to  lose  the 
advantages  of  the  Land  Act  or  not? 

132.  That  is  a matter  outside  our  jurisdiction  ? — If 
we  thought  any  injury  might  accrue  to  the  farmers 
immediately  about  the  town  by  an  extension  we 
should  call  attention  to  it  in  our  report. 

133.  Mr.  O'Brien. — That  is  that  you  would  not 
advocate  an  extension  of  the  boundary  if  the  Land 
Act  was  to  operate  in  such  a way  as  to  prevent  the 
farmers  to  whom  you  refer  getting  compensation  ? — 
As  a farmer  I would  not  like  to  do  that  and  I do  not 
think  the  Commissioners  would  either. 

134.  Therefore  in  recommending  an  extension  you 
do  so  on  the  supposition  that  it  is  to  have  no  effect 
whatever  as  regards  the  operation  of  the  Land  Act? 
— That  i3  my  idea  and  I dare  say  - -though  I have 
not  spoken  to  them  on  the  subject— it  is  the  idea  of 
many  of  the  Commissioners.  I 'don’t  think  they 
would  recommend  any  extension  if  they  thought  it 
would  injure  the  farmers  about  us. 

135.  Chairman. — You  say  you  are  in  favour  of 
one  mile  extension;  would  that  be  within  the  two 
electoral  divisions  ? — Yes ; Graigue  is  a different  thing 
entirely.  The  Grand  Jury  of  the  Queen’s  county 
regulate  all  matters  with  regard  to  Graigue,  except 
sewerage.  I mentioned  at  the  former  inquiry  that 
they  were  doing  nothing  for  us;  that  they  made  us 
pay  very  heavy  county  cess,  and  yet  did  nothing  for  us. 
It  is  a continual  source  of  annoyance,  that  there  is  no 
sewerage.  We  cannot  do  anything  with  them.  I 
believe  in  many  of  the  houses  there  is  no  outfall  for 
the  sewage. 

136.  Have  the  Grand  Jury  improved  since? — No, 
they  have  never  done  anything  and  will  not.  If  our 
boundary  was  enlarged  in  Graigue,  we  would  be  able 
to  strike  a sanitary  rate  to  do  that  work  which  the 
Grand  Jury  will  not  do. 

137.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Would  the  extension  to  the  mile 
radius  bring  in  as  much  of  the  Queen’s  County  portion 
as  you  think  necessary  ? — I think  it  would  bring  in  a 
fair,  but  a small  portion. 

138.  But  the  Grand  J ury  there,  might  ask  what  you 
required  the  sanitary  work  for,  while  you  pay  county 
cess  to  them,  and  they  might  prevent  you  striking  any 


sanitary  rate  on  that  district? — If  we  had  to  extend 
that  sanitary  rate  to  Carlow,  it  would  be  a great 
hardship  on  the  people  here.  We  have  everything 
done  in  this  town  that  is  needful  to  be  done  by  the 
Grand  Jury.  There  are  only  one  or  two  streets— 
newly  built  ones  I may  say — in  a bad  way  now. 

1 39.  What  you  propose  to  do  would  be  to  extend 
the  Graigue  portion  and  then  to  get  a sanitary  rate  for 
that  district  alone  ? — That  is  the  very  thing  we  want 
to  do.  The  position  of  Graigue  is  this,  it  is  composed 
of  a great  many  poor  houses,  and  very  few  of  them  are 
valued  at  £4  a year,  and  therefore  it  would  be  very 
hard  to  say  who  it  would  fall  on,  but  the  rate  I suppose 
would  fall  on  the  landlords. 

140.  With  regard  to  those  under  £4  a year,  the  rate 
would  fall  on  the  landlord  and  as  to  all  over  £4  it 
would  stand  in  this  way — the  district  you  would  bring 
in,  the  extended  district,  would  only  have  to  pay  under 
the  present  law  one-fourth  of  the  rate  ? — I dare  say. 

141.  Would  not  that  he  a great  hardship  on  the 
landlords  of  the  houses  under  £4,  and  too  great 
benefit  to  the  occupiers  of  the  houses  over  £4?  But 
how  are  you  to  clean  the  place  1 How  are  you  to  do 
it? — It  cannot  be  done  without  raising  money.  We 
have  often  thought  of  that,  and  we  iiud  it  very  difficult 
to  know  what  to  do. 

142.  The  district  you  propose  to  bring  in  at  the 
Carlow  side  in  the  Carlow  Electoral  Division — would 
that  require  sanitary  work? — We  want  I may  say 
nothing ; there  is  only  one  small  street  or  two  of  newly 
built  houses  there  that  want  a drain  put  to  them. 
Everything  is  done  in  the  town  to  keep  up  a system  of 
proper  drainage  by  the  Grand  Jury,  1 am  a member 
of  the  Grand  Jury  myself,  and  have  been  so  for  many 
years,  and  I am  in  a position  to  say,  because  I know  it, 
that  they  are  very  anxious  to  do  everything  that  is 
right.  The  reason  why  we  did  not  at  the  time  of  the 
last  Commission  take  that  question  much  into  our 
consideration,  was  that  we  were  engaged  with  our 
fairs  and  markets.  At  the  same  time  should  we  see 
that  after  a time  we  could  serve  the  ratepayers  of  the 
town  by  taking  up  the  roads,  and  the  county  roads, 
of  course  we  will  avail  ourselves  of  the  law,  but  at 
present  we  do  not  see  any  reason  for  that,  because  we 
calculate  that  as  we  have  a County  Surveyor  who 
superintends  everything,  if  we  took  up  these  county 
roads  we  would  have  to  pay  a man  to  do  all  that  and 
about  one-half  goes  to  pay  the  county-at-large  charges, 
I think  if  there  is  not  something  more— some  new 
things  put  on  us — on  the  county-at-large  charges  than 
the  other  half  there  would  be  hardly  anything  to  be 
made  out  of  it.  I think  £300  odd  is  the  contract  for 
the  streets. 

143.  Is  that  for  the  whole  of  the  streets  including 
Graigue  ? — Graigue  is  different.  There  is  no  record 
of  anything  relating  to  Graigue  in  that  office,  it  being 
under  the  Queen’s  County  Grand  Jury. 

144.  If  you  had  the  entire  of  the  roads  under 
your  charge,  and  that  you  got  from  the  people  the 
same  money  as  they  pay  to  the  Grand  Jury  at  present, 
would  you  be  able  to  manage  them? — That  is  a 
question  we  have  never  considered.  We  were  aware 
that  we  had  the  power  of  taking  the  county  roads 
belonging  to  the  Borough,  but  we  never  entered  into 
the  question  minutely. 

145.  You  would  not  as  the  law  stands  at  present 
If  yon  had  those  roads  now,  the  owners  of  land, 
•fee.,  would  only  have  to  pay  in  effect  one-fourth 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


2.59 


of  the  cost  of  keeping  them  up  under  the  62nd  section 
of  the  Act? — Yes. 

146.  But  suppose  you  got  the  same  amount  from 
the  owners  of  the  land  that  they  pay  to  the  Grand 
Jury,  and  out  of  that  you  paid  the  county-at-large 
charges,  and  kept  the  rest  yourselves,  would  you  be 
able  to  keep  up  the  roads  if  they  were  put  under  your 
management  and  care? — But  we  would  have  to  do 
something  to  superintend  them  out  of  that  money. 
It  is  a question  we  have  not  considered,  and  therefore 
could  not  answer  it  definitely,  but  it  is  my  impression 
that  the  cost  of  expending  the  money  would  be  as  much 
as  it  is  at  present.  We  pay  our  County  Surveyor 
£400  a year,  besides  having  a Clerk  and  offices.  Then 
we  would  have  to  calculate  what  it  would  be  if  we 
took  up  the  money  and  then  had  to  pay,  which  we 
should  have  to  pay,  a proper  person  for  superintending 
the  work. 

147.  Do  you  propose  to  give  the  people  residing  in 
the  extended  area  the  benefit  of  lighting  ? — Not  for  such 
extension;  but  we  would  have  more  lights  at  the 
outskirts  of  the  town  than  there  are  at  present.  At 
present  the  outskirts  are  badly  lit.  I have  a good  deal 
of  land  in  the  Queen’s  County  and  here  myself,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  of  advantage,  and  desirable,  to  have 
better  lighting  at  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  There  is 
no  doubt  it  enhances  the  value  of  the  land  to  be  so 
very  near  a town,  and  also  so  near  a good  market. 

148.  Have  the  pumps  been  paid  for  out  of  the 
improvement  rate? — Yes;  we  are  very  peculiarly 
situated  with  regard  to  watei’.  We  have  the  Barrow 
running  through  the  town  on  one  side,  and  the  Burne 
in  another  direction. 

149.  Do  you  propose  to  water  the  extended  district  ? 
— If  it  wanted  it  we  should,  and  would  do  so. 

150.  Even  if  they  only  paid  one-fourth  rates  ? — I 
think  we  would  be  bound  to  do  it.  We  should  give 
them  something  for  their  money. 

151.  Do  the  lands,  from  your  own  knowledge  of  the 
district  around,  derive  exceptional  value  in  the  market 
from  their  proximity  to  the  town  ? — There  is  no  doubt 
about  it  that  they  do.  There  is  a very  good  price 
given  for  land  about  the  town.  Townparks  and  soforth 
are  set  at  £4  and  £5  an  acre. 

152.  What  would  that  land  be  worth  as  land  two 
or  three  miles  further  off? — I think  about  40s.  an 
acre.  I think  the  same  quality  of  land  is  worth 
double  immediately  about  the  town. 

153.  Do  the  people  living  in  the  locality  largely  use 
the  town  as  a market  town  ? — Of  course  they  do  ; they 
send  in  for  everything  they  want,  and  when  we  have 
our  markets  and  fairs  properly  established  we  will  be 
even  more  prosperous  than  now.  It  will  be  a very  great 
advantage,  indeed,  to  have  our  markets  regulated, 
indeed  they  could  not  be  worse  than  now,  but  I hope 
we  shall  get  through  it  in  the  course  of  sometime  ; but 
at  the  same  time  I don’t  think  any  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, as  far  as  I know  them,  would  advocate  an 
increase,  or  think  of  increasing  the  borough  boundary 
if  they  thought  they  would  injure  the  farmers  imme- 
diately about  them. 

154.  Mi-.  O’Brien. — We  will  take  it  that  all  rights 
they  have  at  present  are  to  be  preserved  to  them  under 
the  Land  Act? — Yes. 

155.  Chairman. — We  are  anxious  to  know  the 
views  of  the  people  living  in  and  about  Carlow,  as  to 
this  question  of  taking  up  the  management  of  the 
roads,  because  in  other  places  that  we  have  been  to, 
the  general  idea  has  been  that  the  Grand  Jury  are 
making  money  out  of  the  towns  in  that  way,  and  that 
if  the  towns  took  up  the  roads  they  would  be  able  to 
have  a large  saving,  and  keep  them  in  better  order, 
and  devote  the  saving  to  the  benefit  of  the  towns  ? — 
Any  way  we  can  save  money  we  will  take  it. 

156.  At  Wexford  they  got  that  privilege  in  1874, 
and  the  witnesses  examined  there  on  Saturday  stated 
that  they  were  able  to  save,  and  have  saved  about 
£400  a year  for  the  last  four  years,  which  has  been 
expended  for  the  good  of  the  town,  and  besides  they 
were  able  to  flag  the  town,  and  do  other  things  which 


they  never  could,  get  the  Grand  Jury  to  do  before  ? I 

know  myself,  with  regard  to  the  flagging,  that  it  is  a 
very  heavy  expense,  and  we  are  in  a veiy  unfortunate 
position  at  present,  because  we  must  have  fla^s  of  a 
particular  description,  and  of  a particular  thickness, 
and  the  county  surveyor  won’t  pass  anv  other,  and  it 
is  a worn  out  quarry,  and  they  sav  it  wifi  take  three 
years  to  get  good  flags  again.  The  Grand  Jury  are 
anxious  to  do  their  duty.  I could  not  give  you  an 
answer  on  that  subject,  because  we  never  discussed  it 
we  never  consulted  about  the  taking  up  of  the  roads’ 
and  getting  the  county  cess. 

157.  You  have  scavenging  in  the  town  independent 
of  the  road  contractor.  Would  you  propose  to  clean 

this  extended  district  the  same  way  as  the  town? 

The  road  contractor  may  do  it  himself.  He  would  he 
glad  to  get  what  it  costs  us  to  scavenge  the  town  ; but 
some  of  the  Commissioners  would  rather  have  their 
own  scavenger. 

158.  The  question  is  would  you  be  able  to  scavenge 
this  extended  district  of  a mile  radius? — I suppose  we 
would. 

159.  But  the  people  in  that  district  would  only  pay 
one-fourth  of  that  scavenging,  and  the  townspeople 
would  have  to  make  up  the  other  three-fourths  out  of 
tlie  rates  ? — As  I told  you  the  contractor  would  rather 
do  it  himself,  because  when  his  men  go  and  sea  venue 
the  roads,  they  do  it  so  carefully,  and  do  not  remove 
or  i-ake  up  the  stones,  whereas  if  we  sent  out  men  they 
would  tear  away,  and  not  mind  or  care  what  harm 
they  would  do  in  moving  the  stones,  and  therefore  the 
contractor  would  rather  do  it  himself. 

160.  Buthe  would  not  do  it  unless  he  was  paid  for 
it  ? — I think  he  would  sooner  do  it  himself  than  lose  by 
it,  but  this  is  a matter  which  we  did  not  discuss,  because 
we  were  taken  up  so  much  with  our  fairs  and  markets. 

161.  As  the  urban  sanitary  authority  would  you 
consider  it  desirable  to  take  up  the  management  of  the 
roads  within  the  present  and  the  extended  area,  so  as 
to  have  one  body  managing  all? — As  I said  before 
that  is  a matter  that  we  did  not  discuss,  but  of  course 
if  we  saw  our  way  and  thought  we  would  be  able  to 
save  anything  to  the  ratepayers  we  would  undertake 
it,  and  I dare  say  we  will  do  so  when  we  get  out  of 
our  present  difficulties. 

162.  You  say  at  Graigue  side  you  would  want  ex- 
tensive sanitary  woi-k  ? — We  would. 

163.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  fair  to  put  the  sani- 
tary rate  on  Graigue  district  alone  ? — Certainly. 

164.  Is  there  any  portion  of  the  Carlow  district  in 
this  mile  radiu.t  that  would  require  sewerage  ? — I 
think  only  one — that  is  in  the  present  boundary — and 
I intend  to  try  to  get  that  done  by  the  Grand  J ury. 

165.  But  it  is  not  with  reference  to  what  is  within 
your  district  at  present  as  the  Urban  Sanitary  Autho- 
rity that  I am  asking,  but  with  regard  to  the  district 
that  you  propose  to  bring  in;  would  that  require 
sewerage  ? — I think  not,  1 don’t  know  of  any  place 
that  would,  and  I know  it  pretty  well. 

1 66.  Then  in  point  of  fact  the  fourth  sanitary  rate 
payable  by  that  district  would  exclusively  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  town? — Yes. 

167.  Have  you  any  sources  of  income  except  what 
you  derive  from  the  rates  ? — No. 

168.  Then  you  have  no  property  ?— No.  We  were 
very  much  in  debt  some  years  ago,  but  we  are  pretty 
fairish  now.  We  have  only  struck  a 10J.  rate,  and 
when  we  get  our  fairs  and  markets  we  will  be  able  to 
do  it  with  less. 

169.  Are  the  rating  powers  sufficient  for  all  pur- 
poses?— Yes. 

170.  Are  you  obliged  to  leave  any  necessary  works 
unexecuted  in  consequence  of  the  limit  of  your  rating 
powers  ? — No,  nothing  of  that  kind.  The  only  thing 
that  had  to  be  done  was  to  run  a sewer  through  a 
street,  and  that  was  the  only  thing  there  was  any  diffi- 
culty in ; everything  else  has  been  done.  The  bridges 
and  all  those  improvements  have  been  done  by  the 
Grand  Jury,  and  we  are  paying  a sum  every  year  to 
the  Board  of  Works  that  we  borrowed  from  them  ; so 
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that  if  you  ackl  that  to  the  expense  of  keeping  the 
roads,  and  also  a surveyor's  salary,  I don’t  think  we 
■would  make  anything  by  taking  up  the  roads  from  the 
Grand  Jury.  That  is  my  present  view  without  going 
very  closely  into  the  matter. 

171.  Are  there  any  persons  living  within  this  ex- 
tended district  who  would  be  eligible  as  Town  Com- 
missioners 1 — Not  many  ; but  there  are  some. 

172.  What  is  the  reason  you  have  changed  your 
view  with  regard  to  the  mile  instead  of  the  two-mile 
radius? — We  changed  our  view  with  regal’d  to  that 
when  we  saw  it  would  take  in  too  large  a district. 

173.  But  if  the  land  within  the  two-mile  radius  is 
as  valuable  as  the  land  within  the  one-mile  radius,  why 
should  it  not  be  brought  in  ? — Well,  I don’t  think  it 
is.  The  land  within  the  one-mile  radius  is  very  valu- 
able. I have  land  that  I could  get  a very  large  rent 
for ; but  when  you  go  beyond  that  it  is  not  of  the 
same  value.  When  you  go  to  the  two-mile  radius  I 
should  say  that  the  land  has  its  regular  letting  value, 
and  is  not  enhanced  by  proximity  to  the  town.  From 
a mile  to  two  miles  the  land  would  let  at  about  one- 
third  beyond  the  value,  but  within  a mile  the  land  is 
of  great  value.  There  are  people  living  in  the  town 
who  would  like  to  get  a bit  of  land  outside  for  cows 
and  so  cn,  and  they  would  pay  a high  price  for  that 
land. 

174.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Is  there  any  general  suggestion 
you  would  like  to  offer? — There  is  nothing  further 
than  what  I have  said  before,  that  I would  not 
wish  by  our  act  to  injure  any  of  the  fanners. 

175.  Chairman. — Then  I understand  that  your 
proposal,  as  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners, 
is  to  extend  the  boundaries  to  as  nearly  as  possible 
within  a mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  the  Market- 
cross,  and  not  to  have  the  roads  transferred  to  you  at 
all  events  for  the  present,  and  to  take  in  that  external 
district  on  the  terms  even  of  their  having  to  pay  only 
a fourth?— That  is  so. 

176.  May  the  evidence  given  by  the  Town  Clerk 
and  yourself  be  taken  to  represent  the  views  of  the 
Town  Commissioners  ? — Yes ; but  there  are  sevei-al 
here. 


177.  Is  there  anythin"  they  could  a,ldi_T  k,, 
know,  they  may  have  something  to  add.  1 

17S.  Arc  there  any  other  Commissioners  |„.espilt 
who  desire  to  give  evidence  in  favour  of  or  L ‘{TT 
extension,  because  if  not  we  will  take  the  Chaiiw 
views  as  those  of  the  Commissioners?  8 

Mr.  O’Brien.— Unless  some  other  members  desk* 
to  add  to  or  dissent  from  the  views  put  forward  bv  the 
Chairman  we  will  not  go  into  further  evidence  of  th 
Conimissioneis  personally. 

179.  Mr.  John  B.  Mulhall,  Solicitor I appeal-  here 

on  behalf  of  a great  many  rural  gentlemen  outside 
They  object  entirely  to  an  extension,  first,  on  the 
ground  that  when  they  took  their  places,  and’  some  of 
them  purchased  very  recently,  they  would  be  deprived 
of  the  Land  Act  compensation  if  that  extension  was 
made. 

180.  Chairman. -As  far  as  that  is  concerned  we 
understand  that  all  evidence  given  with  a view  of 
taking  in  any  outside  district  or  land  is  on  the  assume, 
tion  that  all  land  brought  in  shall  enjoy  all  the  privb 
leges  that  it  has  at  present  under  the  existing  law. 

Mr.  Mulludl. — That  is  the  principal  matter  with 
which  my  clients’  objection  has  to  do. 

181.  Mr.  0 Brien. — If  that  was  got  over  would 
they  object  ? 


Mr.  Mulhall. — They  would  not ; and  they  have  very 
little  move  to  say  if  that  be  the  case. 

182.  Supposing  that  is  got  over  would  they  object 
to  be  brought  in  on  the  ground  of  increase  of  taxation? 

Mr.  Mulhall. — They  think  now  it  is  not  worth  while 
to  talk  about  that. 


183.  Chairman. — If  they  are  brought  in  now,  as 
the  law  stands,  they  would  only  have  to  pay  a fourth 
of  the  improvement  and  sanitary  rate,  and  they  would 
not  get  any  deduction  from  their  landlord  for  their 
sanitary  rate.  At  present  they  pay  the  whole  of  the 
sanitary  rate,  and  they  have  the  power  of  deducting 
half  of  that  from  their  landlord.  That  being  so  would 
they  rather  come  in  or  not  ? 

Mr.  Mul/udl. — In  that  view  they  would  rather  not 
come  in ; they  would  rather  leave  things  exactly  as 
they  ai-e. 


Mr.  Charles 

Casey. 


Mr.  Charles  Casey  examined. 


184.  Chairman. — Where  do  you  reside  1 — About  a 
mile  from  the  Market-cross. 

185.  How  far  are  you  from  the  nearest  point  of  the 
municipal  boundary  in  your  direction  ? — About  sixty 
yards,  but  I think  the  boundary  extends  almost  a.  mile 
in  an  eastern  direction,  and  I do  not  think  that  the 
advantages  which  have  been  stated  by  the  Chairman 
are  such  as  on  my  part  would  induce  me  to  wish  for 
any  change  in  the  boundary.  I do  not  think  the 
lighting  comes  within  a reasonable  distance,  and  the 
water  is  at  present  so  close,  that  in  the  eastern  district 
at  least  I do  not  think  we  would  derive  any  advantage 
from  being  taken  into  the  borough. 

186.  Do  you  agree  with  those  that  say  that  lands 
within  a short  distance  of  the  town  derive  exceptional 

value  from  their  proximity  to  the  town? That  is 

quite  true ; all  the  land  contiguous  to  the  town  brings 
a rent  of  about  £5  an  acre,  whereas  the  same  quality 
of  land  further  out  would  not  be  worth  half  the  price. 

187.  Do  the  people  holding  these  lands  use  the 
town  largely  ]—  Of  course  they  do. 

18S.  Don’t  you  think  they  should  therefore  contri- 
bute something  towards  the  taxation  of  the  town  ? 

I have  no  desire  to  he  brought  into  the  town,  orwithin 
the  borough,  because  I do  not  take  advantage  of  the 
town  ; but  I think  that  farmers  who  raise  stock  and 
grow  vegetables  and  so  forth,  and  make  use  of  the 
town  for  the  salt!  of  their  produce,  derive  positive 
benefit  from  it,  and  that  such  if  brought  in  and  only 
asked  to  pay  a fourth,  should  be  made  to  contribute. 

1S9.  That  is  the  law  at  present,  but  I cannot  say 
what  may  be  ddno  afterwards  ?— No. 

190.  Mr.  O’Brien.— That  is  the  law  as  defined  by 


the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  section-  62,  that  amble 
land  and  property  of  that  description  is  only  liable  to 
pay  a fourth  ? — Yes,  and  you  have  already  stated  that 
any  change  to  be  made  would  be  subject  to  the  existing 
law  as  regards  the  Land  Act. 

191.  Chairman. — Mr.  Cooper’s  proposition  on  the 
part  of  the  Town  Commissioners  is,  that  any  change 
that  is  made  should  be  made  subject  to  the  existing 
law,  and  that  the  parties  should  have  the  benefit  of  it ; 
hut  under  the  62nd  section  of  the  Act  the  words  are, 
“ Any  rate  to  he  levied  under  this  Act  shall  be  only 
one-fourth,”  and  so  on.  Don’t  you  see  the  people 
outside  would  derive  great  advantage  as  far  as  any 
sanitary  rate  is  concerned  ? — There  can  be  no  doubt 
about  that. 

192.  And  the  landlords  would  get  a benefit  because 
they  would  not  have  to  pay  anything?— Yes ; as  'to 
improved  scavenging,  I do  not  think  the  area  brought 
in  would  derive  much  benefit  from  it,  because  the 
Commissioners  could  not  do  it  at  all,  and  in  the  present 
mile  area  I do  not  think  we  could  expect  any  more 
from  them. 

193.  Would  you  think,  it  unfair  that  persons  having 
land  within  a mile  of  the  cross  should  pay  something 
towards  the  keeping  up  of  the  town,  if  they  derive 
exceptional  benefit  from  it? — You  must  remember 
that  they  pay  for  the  enhanced  value  of  the  land  which 
they  rent.  They  already  pay  £5  instead  of  £2  10«. 

194.  That  is  a benefit  the  landlord  has,  and,  than 
they  are  able  to  pay  that  rent  by  the  increased,  value 
of  their  land  ? —They  are,  by  their  proximity  to  the 
town ; there  is  no  doubt  about  that. 
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195.  Mr.  O’Brien. — There  cannot  be  a question 
that  they  derive  exceptional  advantages  1 — Certainly. 

196.  Chairman. — Do  you  think  that  for  such  ex- 
ceptional benefit  they  should  pay  one-fourth,  and  that 
the  landlord  should  pay  something  for  the  benefit  he 
derives  ? — Yes. 

197.  Mr.  O’Brien. — Don’t  you  think  that  the 
interest  in  municipal  government  should  be  extended 
as  far  as  possible — don’t  you  think  the  effect  would  be 
a healthy  one,  instead  of  limiting  the  municipal  govern- 
ment to  the  town  limits,  that  it  should  include  the 
rural  area  immediately  around  it,  introducing  a different 
element  in  the  constitution  of  the  voting  bodies,  and 
the  elections  by  the  voting  bodies  ? — That  is  a specu- 
lative opinion  partly  political  and  partly  social.  The 
town  clerk  mentioned  that  there  were  a good  many  to 
vote  and  act  on  the  Town  Commissionei's’  Board. 

198.  Don’t  you  think  that  giving  a wider  number 
an  interest  in  the  good  government  of  the  town  ought 
to  have  a healthy  effect  1 — It  ought  to  have ; I have 
no  doubt  in  saying  that.  158  persons  are  qualified 
for  Commissioners. 

199.  Cha  i rman. — Suppose  the  district  was  extended 
as  proposed,  have  you  considered  whether  it  would  be 
advisable  for  the  Town  Commissioners  here  to  get 
control  over  everything  in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

200.  To  have  the  management  of  every  single  thing  ? 
—Yes,  especially  after  the  illustration  of  Wexford 
that  you  have  named. 

201.  Mi-.  O’Brien. — I asked  at  Wexford  if  they 
would  like  to  revert  to  the  original  arrangement,  but 


not  a single  member  of  the  Board  stated  that  he 
desired  to  do  so?-I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  that. 

. -_UJ:  A,ve  y°u  ava«2  that  there  are  twenty  instances 
in  Ireland  where  the  jurisdiction  formed  has  not 
always  remained  the  same— where  the  control  of  the 
Orand  Jury  has  been  vested  in  municipal  boards,  in 
mneteen  cases  by  special  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  in 
the  twentieth,  Wexford,  by  provisional  order  ?— I was 
not  aware  of  that,  but  it  is  interesting  to  know  it. 

203.  Chairman. — Supposing  the  bounds  were  ex- 
tended to  a mile,  and  that  the  management  of 
everything  within  the  borough  was  vested  in  the  Town 
Commissioners,  and  that  they  got  the  full  road  rate 

(that  is  what  is  paid  to  the  Grand  Jury  at  present) 

would  you  think  it  desirable  ? — I would ; and  I think 
the  work  would  be  better  managed. 

204.  And  as  economically  ? — Yes. 

205.  The  Town  Commissionei's  out  of  that  would 
pay  then-  proportion  of  the  county-at-large  charges, 
and  keep  the  rest  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  of 
the  town.  Then  you  would  have  the  same  body  looking 
after  the  water,  the  lighting,  the  sanitary  arrange- 
ments, the  scavenging,  and  the  repairs  of  the  roads  in 
the  town  ? — Yes. 

206.  Perhaps  Mr.  Mulhall  would  like  to  express 
his  views  with  regard  to  this  question.  Would  his 
clients,  if  brought  in,  rather  come  in  for  all  purposes 
under  the  Town  Commissioners  ? 

Mr.  Mulhall. — They  would  rather  remain  as  they 


Carlow. 

. Feb.  12.  I<879. 

Mr.  Charles  . 
Casey. 


Mr.  Gordon  Fishborne  examined. 


207.  Chairman. — Is  your  property  situate  outside 
the  present  boundary  ? — It  is  partly  outside  and  partly 
inside  the  present  boundary. 

208.  Would  you  be  taken  in  by  this  one-mile 
radius?— The  whole  of  my  land  would  be  taken  in  by 
it. 

209.  Do  you  object  to  any  extension  1 — I don’t  see 
what  advantage  it  would  be  to  us  in  any  one  way. 

210.  Do  you,  or  do  yon  not  consider  that  by  reason 
of  its  proximity  to  the  town  the  land  near  the  town  is 
more  valuable  both  to  the  landlord  and  to  the  tenant  ? 
— Most  decidedly.  I have  to  pay  more  for  it  than  if 
it  was  ten  miles  from  tlie  town. 

211.  Or  three  miles? — Yes;  or  three  miles.  I 
don’t  see,  however,  that  I receive  the  advantage  of 
that.  I think  it  is  my  landlord  who  gets  that,  because 
he  gets  an  increased  rent. 

212.  Are  you  not  able  to  pay  that  rent  better  by 
having  a market  at  your  door — if  I may  use  the  ex- 
pression ? — Most  decidedly,  it  is  no  advantage  to  me. 
I hold  my  lands  three  miles  from  the  town,  and  it  is 
the  same  to  me  to  drive  my  cattle  three  miles  as 
one  mile. 

213.  Do  you  not  dispose  of  your  .produce  in  the 
town? — No ; my  land  is  all  grass  and  tillage. . I have 
just  as  good  a market  for  my  land  at  three  miles  away 
from  the  town  as  I would  if  I were  within  a mile  of 
it,  and  I think  there  are  several  others  here  who  could 
say  the  same. 

214.  What  makes  the  land  so  much  more  valuable 
to  the  landlord  ? — There  is  something  in  that,  because 
if  I didn’t  hold  it  other  people  in  the  town  would 
have  it. 

215.  From  its  proximity  to  the  town? — Yes. 

216.  Then  the  question  comes  to  this — should  not 
the  owner  and  occupier  settle  between  them  in  some 
way  the  mode  and  extent  to  which  it  should  be  done, 
but  should  they  not  between  them  contribute  towards 
the  keeping  up  of  the  town  which  makes  the  land  so 
much  sought  after? — Most’ decidedly.  I should  say 
riiat  the  landlord  should  pay  it  and  not  the  tenant. 
By  this  new  arrangement  the  landlord  who  gets  all 
the  advantage  will  not  pay  anything,  and  the  tenant 
will  have  to  pay  it  all. 


217.  The  way  the  matter  stands  at  present  is,  that  Fisllb,ln'e- 
with  regard  to  the  new  sanitary  rate  you  would  de- 
duct half  from  the  landlord  ? — But  the  landlord  would 

not  pay  anything  the  other  way. 

218.  It  was  very  much  considered  by  the  Select 
Committee  whether  there  should  not  be  a division  of 
tbe  rates  between  the  landlord  and  the  occupier.  At 
present  you  would  have  to  pay  if  there  is  any  sanitaiy 
work  to  be  done  in  the  district — the  whole  sanitary 
i-ate  and  deduct  one-half  from  the  landlord,  whereas 
if  you  come  into  the  town  you  would  only  have  to 
pay  one-fourth  and  deduct  nothing.  So  that  you  see 
by  the  present  law  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  come 
into  the  town? — Quite  so.  As  to  lighting,  I am 
sure  they  could  not  light  out  so  far,  and  as  to  its  being 
an  advantage  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a dis- 
advantage, for  with  the  present  lighting  it  is  easier  for 
a man  to  drive  without  lights  than  with  them. 

219.  Supposing  any  portion  of  the  district  was 
taken  in  as  you  say  on  fair  terms,  and  that  the  land- 
lord should  contribute  something  towards  the  expense, 
in  your  opinion  would  it  be  better  that  the  Commis- 
sioners should  take  up  the  roads  and  have  everything 
under  one  undivided  authority'? — Most  decidedly.  I 
agree  with  Mr.  Casey  that  it  would  be  better  for  the 
Commissioners  to  have  the  management  of  the  whole 
filing.  I see  that  every  day.  I should  however  be 
totally  opposed  to  any  extension  of  the  municipal 
boundary  as  it  would  be  a great  disadvantage  to 
farmers  to  have  their  farms  taken  into  the  municipal 
area  and  made  town  parks  under  the  Land  Act. 

220.  There  is  no  proposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Town  Commissioners  here  to  deprive  them  of  any 
benefit  they  are  entitled  to  under  the  Land  Act  at 
present.  How  much  of  the  railway  would  be  taken 
m by  the  proposed  extension  ? — A good  deal ; it  runs 
parallel  with  the  town  and  on  both  sides  a good  deal 
would  be  taken  in.  I don’t  know  exactly  how  far 
down  the  line  the  boundary  goes. 

221.  Is  it  then  your  opinion  that  the  taxation 
should  be  paid  moietively  by  the  landlord  and 
tenant?— Yes.  I don’t  see,  however,  what  advantage 
the  tenant  farmers  outside  the  town  would  derive  from 
the  proposed  extension.  I am  sure  the  Town  Cornmis- 
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sioners  ave  not  going  to  give  them  any  additional 
advantages. 

222.  Mr.  Cooper  says  they  would  extend  the  light- 
ing some  distance  ! — I am  sure  the  people  outside  the 
town  would  rather  not  have  the  lights.  I am  always 
very  much  embarrassed  with  them  when  driving  out,  I 
am  almost  blinded  by  them — with  one  here  and 
another  a great  distance  off. 

Mr.  Cooper. — That  is  the  very  thing  we  want  to 
remedy. 


223.  (n  «!»)._*,  ,ou 
town  for  shopping  and  purchasing  your  necesaari 
and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  the  question  is  whether  vo 
should  not  contribute  something  towards  it  tool—  R t 
the  townspeople  use  our  country  roads ; there  ' 
scarcely  a day  they  ave  not  driving  upon  them.  ° 

224.  But  they  pay  for  them  1— 'Well  we  pay  fa 

them  too.  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 


Mr.  William 
Byrne. 


Mr.  William  Byrne  examined. 


225.  Chairman. — Do  you  live  within  the  two-mile 
radius  and  outside  of  the  one-mile  1 — I am  afraid  I 
would  be  inside  the  two-mile  radius. 

226.  U pon  what  point  do  you  wish  to  give  evidence! 
— I am  of  opinion  that  the  roads  could  be  better  and 
more  cheaply  kept  by  the  Town  Commissioners  than 
by  the  Grand  Jury. 

227.  With  reference  to  the  extension  to  two  miles 
do  you  think  that  the  land  is  more  valuable  by  reason 
of  its  proximity  to  the  town  1 — I am  not  aware  that 
it  is — not  to  the  extent  of  two  miles.  Townparks 
about  half  a mile  around  the  town  of  coarse  bring 
more  rent,  but  I think  that  the  land  two  miles  away 
is  not  of  a bit  more  value  than  if  it  was  ten,  eight,  or 
six  miles  off. 

228.  Everywhere  else  where  we  have  been  there 
appears  to  have  been  unanimity  in  opinion  that  to  the 
extent  of,  at  all  events  two  miles  from  a town,  the  land 
is  more  valuable — that  if  it  was  in  the  market  you 
would  get  plenty  of  people  inclined  to  give  a much 
larger  rent  where  they  have  an  opportunity  of  sending 
in  their  milk,  butter,  poultry,  eggs,  and  those  sorts  of 
things  daily  to  the  town,  ancl  I should  like  to  know  if 
you  think  there  is  any  difference  in  the  case  of  Carlow 
as  compared  with  other  places  ? — I cannot  say  ; in 
fact  I have  often  found  that  land  two  miles  away 
from  the  town  is  of  less  value,  because  you  have  a 
great  deal  more  annoyance.  You  have  a great  many 
people  from  the  town  on  Sundays  and  holydays,  and 
other  times  coming  out  and  going  over  the  land,  and 
after  a great  deal  of  harm  is  done.  I cannot  see  any 
good  it  does.  Certainly  if  there  is  a good  house  on 
the  land  you  will  have  to  pay  more  for  it,  but  I don’t 
see  any  other  way  in  which  it  is  more  valuable. 

229.  Would  you  not  think  that  to  the  small  class 
of  farmers  it  would  be  more  valuable.  Perhaps  it  is 
not  to  the  large  farmers  who  would  not  he  sending  in 
milk  and  butter  to  the  town  1 — May  he  land  does  go  to 
a higher  price,  especially  small  hits  such  as  townparks, 


but  you  could  send  in  produce  just  as  easy  three  ns 
two  miles  or  ms  one.  The  land  fetches  a higher  price 
but  I think  the  landlord  has  all  the  advantage.  ’ 

230.  Is  the  land  dearer  in  the  market! — .The  laiul 
is  dearer  in  the  market  and  the  tenant  has  more  to 
pay  for  it.  Of  course  it  is  more  value  to  the  land- 
lord, but  not  to  the  tenant — that  is  what  I mean. 

231.  Could  the  tenant  afford  to  pay  that  increased 
rent  only  for  its  proximity  to  the  town  1 — No. 

232.  Then  he  is  made  to  pay  it;  but  you  say  the 
land  is  of  no  more  value  to  him  on  account  of  the 
high  rent  he  has  to  pay  for  it,  ancl  that  it  is  the  land- 
lord who  gets  the  real  benefit! — Just  so,  sir. 

233.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  taxation  should  he 
put  moietively  on  the  landlord  and  tenant!— It  is. 
There  is  no  doubt  about  it  lie  certainly  has  the 
advantage  because  he  gets  a higher  rent.  Even  at  two 
miles  he  gets  a higher  rent — considerably  more  rent 
than  he  would  if  the  land  was  six  or  seven  miles  off, 
and  I cannot  see  that  the  land  is  of  any  more  use  to 
the  tenant  than  it  is  within  six  or  seven  miles,  although 
he  has  to  pay  more  for  it,  and  is  more  heavily  taxed. 

234.  He  saves  time  in  sending  in  his  produce— in 
that  way  he  gets  some  advantage ! — Yes  that  is  so ; 
he  can  bring  in  two  loads,  in  place  of  one. 

235.  At  present  that  outside  district  is  under  the 
control  of  the  rural  sanitary  authority.  For  any 
sanitary  work  that  has  to  he  done  at  present  the 
tenant  has  to  pay  the  full  sanitary  rate,  getting  half 
back  from  the  landlord.  If  it  is  brought  into  the 
town  the  tenant  would  only  pay  a fourth,  and  does  not 
get  anything  back  from  the  landlord.  Which  do  you 
think  would  be  most  advantageous  to  the  tenant — to 
pay  the  whole  of  the  sanitary  rate,  getting  back  half, 
or  be  brought  into  the  town,  ancl  pay  one-fourth  and 
not  get  back  anything  1 — I cannot  say,  really  I cannot 
myself  see  the  advantage  of  his  being  brought  into  the 
town. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


Cabbtckma- 

CBOSS. 

Stp>.  17, 137*. 

Mr.  Edward 
MWaUy. 


CARR  [CKMACROS3.— SEPTEMBER  17th,  1879. 

(Before  Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson). 

Mr.  Edward  M‘Nally  examined. 


1.  You  are  clerk  to  the  Town  Commissioners! — 
Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  been  so  1 — About  ten  years. 

3.  When  was  Carrickm across  constituted  under  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act! — In  1859. 

4.  Was  it  for  all  purposes! — No,  for  lighting  only. 

5.  Was  the  present  area  then  adopted! — Yes,  there 
has  been  no  change  since. 

6.  Does  the  present  area  include  whole  townlands 
or  portions  of  townlands! — Portions. 

7.  No  entire  townlands  1 — No. 

8.  Give  me  the  names  of  the  townlands  of  which  por- 
tions are  included! — Kilmactresna,  Magheross,  Mul- 
linally,  Drumendretra,  Lurgans,  and  Drumendrotra. 

9.  Can  you  tell  me  the  valuation  of  these  portions 
within  the  boundary  1 — I can’t  tell  the  exact  valuation. 

10.  How  far  does  the  boundary  extend  from  the 
centre  of  the  town  to  the  north!— -About  a quarter 
of  a mile  I should  say. 


11.  To  the  .south! — About  the  same. 

12  Would  you  say  a quarter  of  a mile  all  round! 
Somewhat  about  that. 

13.  Excepting  the  north-west  which  appears  to 
extend  somewhat  more! — Yes. 

14.  On  how  much  of  the  valuation  is  the  full  rate 
assessed  and  how  much  the  quarter  rate! — I am  not 
able  to  tell  exactly ; the  frill  rate  is  levied  on  almost, 
the  entire,  there  are  very  few  arable  lands  coming 
within  it,  and  in  the  townland  of  Drumendrotra  the 
landlord  allowed  the  full  rate  to  be  charged. 

15  But  what  did  the  tenant  who  paid  the  rates  say 
to  that  arrangement  ? I don’t  know. 

16.  Would  the  Town  Commissioners  have  any 
objection  to  include  the  'whole  of  these  townlands  a 
part  of  which  are  now  included  1 — I could  scarcely  say 
that. 

17.  What  is  the  population  of  Carrickmacrosa  t— 

2,017  according  to  Thom. 
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18.  What  was  it  in  1861 1 — 2,063. 

19  Do  vou  anticipate  that  the  census  of  1.881  will 
show  any  material  increase  1— There  will  I think  be 
an  increase. 

•’0.  Is  Carrickmacross  a town  that  you  would  say 
is  thriving! — It  hacl  been  thriving  certainly  up  to  a 
year  a"o,  and  I should  think  it  is  still. 

} ox.  °Are  there  building  operations  going  on  to  any 
great  extent '! — There  are  within  a few  years  past. 

6 02.  In  what  direction  ? — About  the  centre  of  the 

° 03.  Is  there  any  tendency  to  extend  without  the 
municipal  limits  ?— No. 

04.  Is  the  town  entirely  within  the  electoral  divi- 
sion of  Carrickmacross  1 — Yes. 

25.  If  you  took  a radius  from  the  centre  of  the  town 
of  one  mile  all  around  for  a new  boundary  would  it 
come  into  more  than  one  electoral  division  ? — I should 
say  it  would. 

20.  What  electoral  divisions  would  it  cut? — Bally- 
mackurley,  Lough  Fea  and  Donouglimcine. 

27.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  electoral  divisions  1 
—I  don’t  know. 

28.  Do  you  know  the  area? — No. 

29.  What  have  been  the  municipal  rates  for  the 
past  four  or  five  years? — In  1875,  Is. ; in  1876,  lOd. ; 
in  1877,  6cZ. ; and  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years 
has  been  about  7 d. 

30.  What  has  been  the  town  poor  rate  for  the  past 
year  or  two  ? — Is.  9£d.  in  the  pound  for  the  last  few 
years. 

31.  The  county  cess — what  is  the  average  for  the 
same  years? — Is.  lOcf. 

32. "  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  expressed  any 
desire  to  get  the  sanitary  functions  of  the  guardians 
vested  in  themselves  ? — I think  they  are  inclined  to 
that 

33.  Have  they  ever  passed  any  resolution  to  that 
effect? — No;  some  of  them  are  for  it  and  some 
against  it. 

34.  Do  they  consider,  as  a general  rule,  that  they 
get  advantages  commensurate  with  the  money  they 
pay,  in  the  way  of  sanitary  works  ? — I never  heard 
any  complaint  against  the  sanitary  authority,  the 
Town  Commissioners  never  complained  against  the 
Guardians. 

35.  Are  there  any  improvements  in  a sanitary  way 
required  for  the  town  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of 

36.  Are  there  any  improvements  which  the  Com- 
missioners themselves  could  carry  out  if  they  had  any 
increase  of  income? — I am  not  aware  of  any. 

37.  Have  they  sufficient  money  for  paving  and 
fighting  the  town? — They  have  sufficient  money  for 
the  town  lighting. 

38.  And  the  town  is  well  lighted  ? — Yes. 

39.  With  gas? — Yes. 

40.  What  are  the  contracts  for  the  lighting? — 
About  £66  a year— there  are  twenty-five  lamps,  they 
run  down  the  main  street. 

41.  Is  the  town  lighted  to  the  borders  of  the  muni- 
cipal boundary  ? — It  is. 

42.  In  fact  the  entire  town  is  lighted  ? — Not  exactly 
to  the  extremity,  but  still  to  the  borders. 

43.  Do  the  Commissioners  pay  their  share  of  the 
paving?— No. 

44.  What  are  the  funds  of  the  Commissioners 
applied  to? — Lighting  the  town. 

45.  They  did  not  adopt  the  Act  for  cleansing  ? — No ; 
only  for  lighting. 

46.  Are  there  schools  in  the  town?— Yes. 

47.  And  markets? — Yes. 

48.  Is  it  a good  market  town? — Yes. 

49.  Are  the  markets  held  late  in  the  day  ? — It  de- 
pends upon  the  season  of  the  year.  _ • 

50.  And  the  people  come  in  from  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts to  dispose  of  their  produce  here  ? — Yes. 

51.  Would  you  say  that  the  people  in  the  entire 
electoral  division  avail  themselves  of  these  markets  ? — 
Well,  I should  say  so. 

52.  What  is  the  nearest  town  to  Carrickmacross  ? — 


Well  Castleblayney  is  near,  but  Dundalk  is,  perhaps,  Caiihickua- 
the  nearest  town  of  importance,  but  no  one  thinks  of  cboss. 
going  to  Castleblayney ; they  do  go  to  Dundalk  some-  Sept' 17 ' 187a' 
times  being  a seaport  town.  Mr.  Edward 

53.  This  is,  however,  their  principal  market  town  ? M‘>'ally. 

— Yes. 

54.  Are  there  any  what  you  would  call  villa 
residences  near  Carrickmacross,  where  people  carrying 
on  business  in  the  town  go  to  live !— No.  There  is 
one  merchant  hi  the  town  who  has  a residence  outside. 

55.  And  he  pays  rates  for  the  town  ? — Yes. 

56.  If  you  were  to  include  say  a radius- of  half  a 
mile  from  the  centre  of  the  boundary,  it  would  be 
altogether  land  liable  to  the  one-fourth  taxation  that 
you  would  take  in? — Yes;  there  would  be  very  few 
houses. 


57.  Now  these  queries  which  were  submitted  to 
you  from  Dublin — were  they  laid  before  your  Board  ? 
— Yes. 

58.  And  did  they  pass  any  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject ? — No ; nothing  more  than  that  a reply  should  be 
sent  to  the  questions. 

59.  .Replies  to  the  questions  were  given? — Yes. 

60.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  replies  ? — As  far 
as  I recollect,  that  no  extension  of  the  boundary  was 
required. 

61.  Were  they  unanimous? — Yes. 

62.  Did  you  take  any  steps  to  ascertain  the  feeling 
of  the  ratepayers  on  the  subject  ? — No. 

63.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 
question  of  adopting  the  electoral  division  as  the 
boundary  of  the  town  ? — No ; it  never  came  be? ore 
them. 

64.  You  are  aware  that  when  the  Select  Com- 
mittee appointed  this  commission  they  wished  us 
to  make  the  towns  coterminous  with  the  electoral 
divisions  as  far  as  possible ; do  you  think  the  recom- 
mendation can  be  applied  fairly  to  Carrickmacross  ? — 
No.  - 

65.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  of  that  recom- 
mendation?— I do  not  think  that  they  are. 

66.  But  they  would  be  opposed  to  the  electoral 
division  boundary  ? — Yes. 

67.  Do  you  think  that  the  population  of  the 
electoral  division  would  object  to  pay  their  quota  of 
the  taxation  of  the  town  considering  the  advantages 
the  town  confers  on  them  ? — I think  they  would  have 
a feeling  against  it. 

68.  I suppose  they  allow  the  town  confers  advantage 
on  them  ? — Hardly. 

69.  Is  not  the  land  about  the  town  more  valuable 
from  its  proximity  to  the  town  ? — It  is  chiefly  owned 
by  people  in  the  town. 

70.  But  it  is  let  at  a higher  rate  in  consequence  of 
its  proximity  ? — Yes. 

71.  You  think  they  get  advantage  on  manures,  and 

soon? — Yes.  , 

72.  But  you  think  they  would  object  to  pay  tor  it  i 
—Well  I think  so,  those  who  hold  townparks  would 


73.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  would  think  that  if 
hey  had  to  pay  one  quarter  of  the  municipal  taxation 
t would  be  a hardship? — Yes. 

74.  And  do  you  think  it  is  a hardship  ?— Well  I 
Link  so,  I don’t  see  that  they  have  any  advantage. 

75.  But  do  you  not  consider  the  town  itself  is  an 
idvantage  which  ought  to  be  paid  for?— I should  say 
lot. 

76.  Have  you  any  property  outside  the  town  your- 

;elf  ?— No.  , t . , , 

77  You  don’t  think  the  people  outside  have  any 
idvantage  from  the  town? -I  beReye  Hie  advantage 
if  the  townspeople  and  those  outside  is  identical. 

78.  And  you  think  the  people  outside  have  an 
idvantage?— Well  it  is  mutual,  but  not  to  such  an 
extent  that  they  would  like  to  pay  a quarter  rate. 

79.  They  avail  themselves  of  the  light  of  the  town  ? 

~ a^’lfit  not  an  advantage  to  them  to  have  the 
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town  well  kept,  and  well  lighted? — "Well,  I would 
rather  not  express  an  opinion  on  it. 

81.  Have  you  formed  an  opinion  yourself  as  to  the 
advisability  or  otherwise  of  an  extension  ? — Yes. 

82.  You  have  lived  a long  time  in  the  town?— Yes. 

83.  And  is  there  any  necessity  for  an  extension? — 
I think  not. 

84.  Is  there  sufficient  land  'within  the  municipal 
limits  for  building  for  some  time  to  come  ? — Yes,  I 
should  say  so. 

85.  Is  there  facility  for  getting  building  leases? — I 
fear  not. 

86.  So  that  if  any  building  operations  were  to  take 
place  it  should  be  outside?— There  is  sufficient  land 


inside,  but  I don't  think  the  landlords  , 
inclined  to  give  leases.  1U  •# 

87.  Would  there  be  better  opportunities  for  re- 
leases outside? — I should  say  not.  Sett>ng 

88.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  town?— AU,. 

thirty-one  years.  ' )0ut 

89.  Do  you  notice  any  great  difference  in  tl,„ 
character  of  the  town  now  and  what  you  first  recolW 
it  to  have  been  ?— Yes,  the  houses  are  better  ** 

90.  Are  there  more  of  them?_The  population  j, 
less  now  than  it  was  then.  I don’t  think  there  Z 
more  houses  now,  but  they  are  of  a better  class.  There 
are  some  parts  of  the  town  where  houses  were  thicMr 
built  and  there  are  none  there  now. 


Mr.  Bernard 
M'Caul. 


Mr.  Bernard  M'Caul  examined. 


91.  You  are  clerk  of  the  Union?— Yes. 

92.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  electoral  division  ? 

93.  How  far  does  it  extend? — About  three  miles 
on  the  north. 

94.  And  on  the  south  ? — Not  so  much. 

95.  And  on  the  east? — It  is  close  to  the  town  on 
the  east. 

96.  And  on  the  west? — Nearly  three  Irish  miles. 

97.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  electoral  division? 
— Something  about  £8,000. 

98.  Do  you  remember  the  acreage? — No. 

99.  How  many  townlands  are  there  in  it  ? — 
Thirty. 

100.  What  were  the  poor  rates  for  the  last  four  or 
five  years  ? — The  lowest  was  Is.  id.  and  they  varied 
from  Is.  id.  to  Is.  6d. 

101.  Do  they  include  any  rate  for  sanitary  purposes  ? 
— Yes. 

102.  What  was  the  contributory  district  on  which 
it  was  charged  ? — Drumendretra  and  Drumendrotra. 

103.  Do  portions  of  these  extend  outside  the  town? 
— Yes. 


104.  For  what  purpose  was  this  special  sanitary 
rate  struck? — For  the  drainage  of  Carrickmacross.  1 

105.  Would  the  electoral  division  be  too  large  to 
select  for  a boundary  ? — It  would  be  quite  out  of  the 
way  altogether. 

106.  Do  the  people  in  it  derive  advantage  from 
the  town? — Very  little,  except  at  night  when  of 
course  they  have  the  light  coming  in  or  out  of  the  town. 

107.  Altogether  we  may  say  that  the  question  of 
selecting  the  electoral  division  as  a boundary  as  regards 
Carrickmacross  is  not  practicable  ? — It  is  not. 

108.  Are  you  a ratepayer  yourself  ?— Yes. 

109.  Have  you  got  any  property  outside?— Yes. 

110.  And  you  don’t  think  an  extension  of  the 
boundary  would  be  required  ? — I think  not. 

111.  Is  there  land  available  for  building  within 
the  town  for  any  time  to  come  ?— There  is  not  much 
inside. 

112.  If  any  building  operations  were  to  take  place 
would  they  have  to  go  outside  for  land?— Yes, 
building  operations  to  any  extent. 

113.  Is  it  a thriving  town? — Yes. 

114.  Are  there  good  markets  in  it? — Yes. 


Mr.  Thomas 
Phelan. 


115.  Mr.  Phelan,  t.c.,  handed  in  a letter  from  the 
Chan-man  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  and  requested 
to  have  it  inserted  in  the  notes.  The  letter  was  as 
follows : — 

Carrickmacross,  September,  17th,  1879. 

Mr.  T.  Phelan, 

Mr  Dear  Sir — I greatly  regret  that  owing  to  indisposition 
1 will  not  be  able  (as  I had  intended)  to  be  present  at  the 
inquiry  to  be  held  this  day  at  the  Court-house  here,  relative 
to  the  extension  of  the  town  boundary. 

^ As  you  informed  me  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Town 
Commissioners  you  expected  to  attend  at  the  inquiry,  I think 
you  might  (if  you  approve  of  the  suggestion  and  be  allowed 
by  the  Commissioners  to  do  so)  when  stating  your  opinion 
and  that  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  i.e.,  ’ that  under 
existing  circumstances  there  is  no  necessity  for  extending  the 
town  boundary,  allude  to  the  present  very  unsatisfactory 
state  of  the  law  under  which  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  town  (the  lighting  alone  excepted)  is  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union,  the 
majority  of  whom  being  rural  guardians,  have  no  interest 
whatever  m the  welfare  of  the  town,  more  especially  when 
the  matter  of  taxing  themselves  or  the  divisions  they  repre- 
sent, is  in  question,  as  was  witnessed  in  a late  occasion  when 
they  met  to  decide  upon  the  area  of  taxation  for  the  keeping 
in  repair  of  Maheross  cemetery,  the  expense  of  which  they 
decided  to  throw  upon  the  division  of  Carrickmacross  and 
two  small  outlying  divisions— when  that  expense  should  in 
aU  reason  and  justice  have  been  fairly  divided  over  the 
whole  Umon  as  the  graveyard  is  one  in  which  persons  from 
all  parts  of  the  Union  have  been  at  all  times,  and  are  still 
interred. 

I am  of  opinion  that  all  powers  for  the  control  and 
management  of  the  town  should  be  exclusively  in  the  hands 
of  the  down  Commissioners,  the  members  of  which  bein<r 
persons  living  m and  having  direct  interest  in  promoting  the 
welfare  of  the  town  would  be  the  best  guardians  thereof, 
and  would  protect  the  ratepayers  thereof  from  such  injustice 
as  hereinbefore  mentioned  to  have  occurred  in  the  case  of 
the  Maheross  graveyard  business.  This  is  only  one  of  the 
many  reasons  why  the  Town  Commissioners  should  be 
allowed  to  control  the  affairs  of  the  town.  I could  adduce 


Mr.  Thomas  Phelan,  examined. 


many  others,  which  you  are  as  well  (if  not  better)  acquainted 
with  than  I am,  but  from  “one  learn  the  many.” 

Yours  &c., 

Thomas  M.  Fleming,  Chairman, 
Carrickmacross  Town  Commissioners. 


116.  You  have  been  a Town  Commissioner  for  a 
length  of  time? — About  six  years. 

117.  And  you  have  lived  in  Carrickmacross  before 
that? — Yes. 

118.  You  take  an  interest  in  the  town? — Yes. 

119.  Were  you  present  when  the  question  of  the 
extension  of  the  boundaries  was  discussed?— Yes. 

120.  Were  you  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  voted 
against  any  extension? — Yes. 

121.  And  your  reason  was  that  the  boundary  was 
sufficiently  large  already  ? — Yes. 

122.  And  that  the  people  who  paid  for  the  town  were 
the  people  who  most  directly  derived  advantage  from  it. 

123.  You  have  heard  of  the  suggestion  of  the  select 
committee  that  an  extension  to  the  electoral  division 
was  advisable  when  possible  ? — Yes,  hut  it  would  not 
be  practicable  in  this  town. 

124.  It  would  be  too  far?— Yes. 

125.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  question  of 
becoming  the  urban  sanitary  authority?— I agree 
with  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  chairman. 

126.  And  you  think  that  whole  management  of  the 
town  ought  to  be  under  the  oue  authority  i— rYes. 

127.  And  that  that  authority  should  be  the  Town 
Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

128.  And  as  to  the  roads,  do  you  think  that  they 
should  also  be  under  the  management  of  the  Commis- 
sioners?— Yes,  all  matters  relating  to  the  management 
of  the  town  should  be. 

129.  Yon  are  aware  that  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  of  last  session,  section  7,  you  can  get  a provisional 
order  from  the  Local  Government  Board  giving  you 
jurisdiction  over  the  sanitary-  matters  ? — I am. 
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130  Have  the  Commissioners  discussed  that  ? — No, 
it  was  mentioned  but  not  discussed. 

131  You  are  aware  that  under  the  207tli  section  of 
the  Act  you  can  obtain  a separation  from  the  Grand 
Jury  for  the  management  of  the  roads,  but  that  iu 
order  to  obtain  that  you  must  first  become  the  Urban 
Sanitary  Authority  ?— Yes,  but  it  has  not  been  dis- 
cussed to  any  extent. 

132.  Is  it  the  view  of  the  Commissioners  generally 
that  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  town  under  one 

i I think  it  is  the  feeling  of  the  entire  body, 

although  the  clerk  said  that  some  were  opposed 

f°  j£r.  M‘ Nally  (Town  Clerk). — Yes,  that  is  my 
opinion. 

133.  Examination  resumed. — You  never  heard  an 
objection? — No. 

134.  You  yourself  are  in  favour  of  it? — Yes. 

135.  Do  you  think  that  you  get  from  the  Grand 
Juiy  what  is  commensurate  with  what  you  pay  in 
county  cess  ? — I never  went  minutely  into  it,  but  I 
think  that  we  do  not. 

136.  If  you  became  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and 
had  control  of  the  rates,  would  you  not  be  in  favour 
of  having  a larger  area  of  taxation  ? — The  land 
adjoining  the  town  in  the  possession  of  those  residing 
in  the  town  should  pay  its  proportion. 

137.  That  is  one-fourth  ? — Yes. 

138.  If  you  were  the  Sanitary  Authority  would 
you  be  of  opinion  that  the  entire  of  the  townlands  now 
partly  included  should  be  included,  without  entailing 
any  hardship  on  the  people? — I would  hardly,  to  the 
entire  distance  of  the  townlands.  Taking  Lurgans, 
those  in  that  townland  are  farmers,  and  if  their  close 
proximity  to  the  town  is  an  advantage  to  them,  their 
lands  are  at  a higher  rent,  and  the  advantages  of  their 
proximity  is  met  by  their  rents. 

139.  And  do  you  consider  their  proximity  to  the 
town  is  a greater  advantage  to  the  landlord  than  it  is 
to  the  tenant  ? — Fully  as  much. 

140.  The  tenant  has  the  advantage  of  a good  market, 


and  the  landlord  is  entitled  to  strike  a higher  rent  on  CAnnroKMA- 
that  account  ? — Yes.  cross. 

141.  Would  you  l>e  for  a hard  and  fast  line,  a circle,  Sejlt' 1,1 1°‘1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8~ 

in  defining  the  boundary  ? — No.  Hr.  Thomas 

142.  The  great  objection  to  that  is,  of  course,  that 
it  cuts  through  a man’s  holding,  it  might  cut  through  a 
man’s  room  or  house  1 — I don’t  think  that  would  do. 

14.3.  You  think  all  the  accommodation  lands  where 
people  live  inside  ought  to  pay  then-  quota? — Yes. 

144.  Is  that  your  own  opinion  or  the  opinion  of 
your  Board  ? — It  is  my  own  opinion. 

145.  Have  you  ever  discussed  it  at  your  Board  ? — 

Yes. 


146.  And  was  the  opinion  divided? — It  was  never 
put  to  the  vote.  My  opinion  is  that  there  is  a differ- 
ence of  opinion.  At  all  events  the  Commissioners 
agreed  not  to  go  for  an  extension  of  the  boundary. 

147.  Do  you  think  if  the  Commisssoners  had  the 
control  of  all  the  powers  relating  to  the  town  they 
would  not  desire  a laager  area  of  taxation  ? — I rather 
think  not. 

148.  Have  you  any  idea,  if  you  took  in  portions  of 
these  townlands  now  outside,  how  many  people  you 
would  bring  in  qualified  to  vote  ? — To  what  distance. 

149.  Say  these  town  parks  1 — Not  many. 

150.  If  you  took  in  portions  of  the  townlands  now 
partly  included,  how  many  would  there  be  brought  in? 
— Very  few. 

151.  What  is  the  population  of  the  electoral  divi- 
sion ? — I forget  it. 

152.  Are  you  a Poor  Law  Guardian  ? — Yes. 

' 153.  You  consider  you  could  do  the  sanitary  business 
better  in  the  town  ? — I should  think  all  town  matters 
could  be  best  administered  by  the  Town  Commissioners. 

154.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  landlord  ought  to 
pay  half  the  rates  ? — Yes. 

1 55.  You  believe  that  if  a town  is  clean  and  well 
kept  it  adds  to  its  value? — Yes. 

156.  And  if  it  is  clean  and  well  kept  is  it  not  to  the 
advantage  of  the  people  living  outside  ? — It  is  no  doubt 
an  advantage  to  all  having  direct  personal  communi- 
cation with  the  town. 


Mr.  John  Thomas 

157.  You  are  agent  to  Mr.  Shirley  ? — Yes. 

158.  He  is  the  landlord  of  great  part  of  the  soil? — 
Yes.  [Witness  pointed  out  on  a map  the  portions  of 
the  town  owned  by  Mi'.  Shirley  and  the  portions  held 
by  the  Marquis  of  Bath.] 

159.  Do  I understand  that  Mr.  Shirley  is  altogether 
against  an  extension  of  the  boundaries? — Certainly. 
I don’t  know  anyone  in  favour  of  it. 

160.  Would  Mr.  Shirley  be  opposed  to  adopting  the 
electoral  division  as  the  boundary? — Certainly.  It 
was  very  unfairly  made  out  under  the  Poor  Law  j.  they 
took  in  about  thirty-one  townlands,  and  the  proper 
electoral  division  would  have  been  a circle  around  the 
town. 


Holland  examined. 

161.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  town  are  there 
likely  to  be  any  building  operations  in  it  ? — Mr.  Shirley 
has  built  a good  deal  lately  in  it;  he  has  built  a street 
in  one  part. 

1 62.  Would  you  say  the  class  of  houses  is  improving? 

Old  ones  are  being  thrown  down  and  good  ones  are 

being  put  up. 

163.  All  •within  the  municipal  limits? — Yes.  I 

don’t  think  there  will  be  any  building  outside  for 
many  years  to  come. 

164.  And  you  yourself  think  that  no  extension  is 
required? — Yes,  I do'. 

' The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


Hr.  John  T. 
Holland. 


COLERAINE.— JULY  14th,  1879. 


Coleraine. 
July  14,  1ST9. 


Before  Mr.  Cotton,  c.e. 

Mr.  "Willi am  Eccles  examined. 


Sir.  William 
Eccles. 


1.  You  are  Town  Clerk  of  Coleraine  ? — Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  been  so? — For  2^  years. 

3.  The  town  was  originally  under  the  9th  George 
IV.  4-Yes. 

4.  It  was  put  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act, 
in  January,  1860  ? — Yes. 

5.  Have  you  a copy  of  the  Gazette  of  that  date? — 
No ; but  I have  the  record  of  the  minutes  of  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  time. 

6.  Has  there  been  put  upon  the  minutes  the  boundary 
that  was  then  fixed  ? — The  boundaries  then  fixed  were 
the  same  as  existed  under  the  previous  Act. 

7.  And  it  is  just  described  as  being  the  previous 

boundary  ?— Yes. 


3 .The  last  alteration  was  in  1851,  and  the  present 
mdary  of  the  town  is  shown  upon  this  map  ?— Yes. 
9 What  is  the  area  of  the  town? — 207  acres. 

10.  And  the  population  1—6,082  according  to  the 

iTdo  y^u'know  anything  about  the  population 
w_- whether  it  has  increased  or  diminished  since  ?— 1 
uk  it  is  much  about  the  same.  I don’t  think  there 
iuld  be  any  increase.  — 

12  That  is  within  the  present  boundary?- 4 es. 

13  Do  you  remember  Mr.  Corbetts  inquiry  here £- 

, I was  present,  and  the  number  of  the  population 
's'then  stated  as  6,522,  but  perhaps  that  was  the 
L'liamentarv  boundary.  9 
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1 4.  But  6 , 082  is  the  population,  -within  the  boundary  1 
— Yes,  within  the  municipal  area,  according  to  the 
Census  of  1871. 

15.  "What  is  the  valuation? — £12,312  2s. 

16  What  is  the  number  of  Commissioners  ?-Eigliteen. 

17.  Is  that  the  full  body  ? — Yes. 

18.  How  many  municipal  voters  are  there  within  the 
townboundary  qualified  tovoteat  the  last  election ?~481. 

19.  How  many  qualified  to  be  Commissioners  if 
elected  ? — 1.76. 

20.  Can  you  give  the  municipal  rates  for  the  last 
four  years,  taking  1874  first? — There  has  been  a rate 
levied  since  187 4,  under  the  Bann  Navigation  Act,  of 
6 d.  in  the  pound. 

21.  What  was  the  municipal  rate  in  1874? — Inl874 
it  was  Is ; in  1875  the  same. 

22.  That  is  the  maximum  ? — Yes. 

23.  In  1876  ?— Is.  - 

24.  In  1877?— Is.  2d. 

25.  What  is  the  2d  for  ? — For  sanitary  purposes. 

26.  And  what  was  it  in  1878  ? — Is  8 d,  that  is  8 d 
more,  which  includes  6 d of  an  additional  rate  inasmuch 
as  waterworks  were  erected  that  year. 

27.  Was  there  any  rate  struck  for  sewers  ? — No,  not 
yet. 

28.  Are  there  any  wards  in  the  town  1 — No. 

29.  What  electoral  division  is  the  town  in  ? The 

electoral  division  of  Coleraine. 

30.  Altogether  in  the  Coleraine  electoral  division  ? 


31.  Do  you  know  the  size  of  the  electoral  division  ? 
— It  is  pretty  extensive. 

_ 32.  Do  you  know  how  far  it  extends  in  the  different 
directions  ? — I cannot  say.  It  varies. 

33.  How  is  the  town  lighted?— The  Commissioners 
are  the  proprietors  of  the  gas  works. 

34.  How  many  lamps  have  you? — 124. 

35.  How  are  they  lighted,  and  what  rules  are  there 
for  lighting  them  and  extinguishing  them?— They 
are  not  lighted  from  12th  May  to  1st  September, 
and  during  the  months  from  1st  September  to  12th 
May  they  are  fully  lighted,  except  about  five  days  at 
each  full  moon.  That  varies. 

36.  And  that  is  in  the  judgment  of  some  officer  ? 
— Yes.  The  manager  of  the  works: 

37.  Are  they  lighted  after  12  o'clock  ?— Yes. 

38.  With  regard  to  the  supply  of  water  you  have  said 
something  about  waterworks-have  they  been  con- 
structed ?— The  water  is  turned  on  at  present,  but  the 
contract  has  not  been  given  over  to  the  Commissioners. 

39.  But  it  is  all  settled  ? — Yes. 

40.  With  regard  to  the  sewage  question  has  there 
been  anything  done  of  late  years?— Yes,  there  have 
been  works  in  that  respect. 

, What  money  has  been  expended  in  sewers,  in 
1877  and  1878? — I could  not  tell. 

42.  Was  there  any  special  sewer  rate  struck?— 
Yes;  there  was  id.  in  the  pound,  which  is  included  in 
“ft  Is.  8 d.  Eight  pence  was  the  ordinary  town  rate 
bd.  for  water,  and  2d.  for  sanitary  purposes. 

43.  Has  there  been  any  large  project  for  the 
tu-ainage  of  the  town  under  any  main  drainage  scheme  ? 

jj°'  rrlhe  mam  draiDaSe  1 think  is  fairly  good. 

44.  Have  you  any  drainage  works  on  hands?— Not 
just  now. 

45.  The  guardians  have  nothing  to  say  to  you  in 
these  matters  ?— No,  except  we  gave  them  sanction  to 
use  our  sewers. 

46.  You  are  the  urban  authority? — Yes. 

47..  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 
question  of  taking  up  the  control  of  the  roads  within 
their  jurisdiction?— Yes.  We  are  rather  anxious  for 
a separation  from  the  Grand  Jury. 

48.  But  have  they  taken  any  steps  ?— No. 

49.  They  are  aware  they  can  memorialise’the  Local 
Government  Board  to  have  a separation  1~ Yes  ■ but 
it  appears  it  requires  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Jury 
except  under  certain  conditions  that  they  jW. 
applicable. 

50.  The  Local  Government  Board  may  make  a 


separation  whether  the  Grand  Jury  u „ 
they  were  not  aware  of  that  beforel-J  SariT;,, 
they  were,  hut  they  had  considerable  worthrl.?? 
during  the  last  twelve  months,  and  they  did  not T ^ 
to  take  up  the  other  question.  " 0t  Want 

;•  61*_  1 wa:at  t0  know  whether  they  were 

that  the  Local  Government  Board  had  prnver  to 
them  that  separatum,  whether  the  Grand  JvJT 
sented  or  not  ? — Yes.  y on' 

,52  In  the  queries  that  we  sent  down,  there  ws, . 
question  asked,  whether  tile  Commissioner  wisheX 
any  alteration  m the  boundaries— what  was  the  answer! 
-The  reply  was  that  they  were  amdous  for  eriension 
53.  Was  there  any  special  resolution  on  the  subject! 
-Yes.  There  was  a resolution  passed  some  timeV 
The  board  have  had  the  matter  under  consideration T 
a long  time. 

54  And  is  there  any  resolution  on  the  books  that 
embodies  their  present  views  ?— In  June  of  the  present 
year,  there  was  a resolution  passed  to  meet  the  preseat 
rnquny.  It  was  on  the  18th  of  June,  and  was  as 
follows: — " 

‘‘That  the  Board  are  desirous  of  extension  of  the  nre- 
boundary,  and  approve  of  the.  extended  area 
coloured  yellow  on  the  map  prepared  by  Mr.  Gibbon.” 

55.  This  coloured  yellow  on  the  map  is  whai  is 
referred  to  m that  resolution?— Yes. 

56..  How  many  Commissioners  were  present  at  that 
meeting  ? — Twelve. 

57.  Were  they  unanimous? — Yes. 

58.  Do  you  know  what  additional  area  that  ex- 
tension would  bring  in  ? — About  550  acres. 

. 59.  Do  you  laiow  what  additional  number  of  voters 
it  would  bring  in  ? — I am  not  quite  sure. 

60.  Or  the  valuation  ? — Something  under  £3,000. 

.,  ,61'  Are  therc  “any  gentleman’s  places  taken  in  by 
it  ?— Yes.  The  recent  improvements  in  buildings  have 
been  almost  altogether  confined  to  the  coloured  area. 

62.  Buildings  are  extending  more  in  one  direction 
than  another? — Yes. 

63.  In  what  direction  is  that  ?— On  the  Portrush- 
road.  There  is  a good  deal  of  building  beyond  the 
railway  crossings,  and  on  this  side  of  the  road  there 
is  a very  fine  terrace. 

64.  Is  there  building  going  on  bevond  the  present 
boundaries  in  any  other  direction  ?— Yes,  in  the  Bally- 
money  direction. 

65.  There  is  building  going  on  beyond  your  present 
boundary  out  there  1— Yes. 

66.  Is  there  building  going  on  anywhere  else? — 
Yes ; at  Alford-place,  beyond  the  railway  station,  and 
there  is  some  additional  building  on  the  Mountsandel- 
road. 

67.  Is.  there  any  building  going  on  on  the  other  side 

of  the  river? — Yes  ; there  is  a good  deal  of  building 
beyond  the  present  boundary  on  this  road  ( pointing 
to  map).  ' 

68.  Beyond  the  National  District  Model  School?— 
Yes. 

69.  Do  the  lamps  of  the  town  at  present  go  beyond 

your  boundaries?— No. 

7 0.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  the  question 
whether  they  would  afford  gas  and  water  to  the 
entire  area  they  propose  to  take  in,  or  what  the  expense 
would  be  in  that  way  ? — No ; there  was  no  estimate  of 
the  expense  proposed. 

71.  Did  they  consider  that  they  would  be  obliged  to 
suppty  lights  to  the  extended  area? — They  thought 
that  lighting  and  cleansing  should  be  carried  out  the 
some  as  within  the  present  township. 

72.  Along  all  these  roads  to  the  full  extent  of  the 
new  area  or  only  as  far  as  built  on  ? — As  far  as  built 
on,  I think,  but  that  if  the  building  extended  they 
would  be  prepared  to  extend  the  lighting  and  clean- 
sing. 

? Getting  additional  rates  for  that  purpose  from 
the  buildings  in  question  ? — Yes. 

74.  Of  course  they  are  aware  that  for  towns  im- 
provement purposes  they  would  only  get  a quarter  of 
the  rating  from  agricultural  land?— Yes. 
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75.  Does  your  contract  for  gas  extend  beyond  tbe 
township! — No;  we  don’t  extend  the  public  lamps 
beyond  it,  but  there  is  a private  contract  for  gas  out- 
side. 

76.  In  your  gas  account  these  lamps  are  not  brought 
in,  but  the  gas  account  gets  credit  for  £2  5s.  for  each 
lamp! — Yes. 

77.  The  present  supply  of  gas  outside  the  boundary 
is  only  for  house  purposes  ? — Yes. 

78.  What  has  been  your  poor  rate  for  the  last  few 
years  1— In  1874,  Is.  6c?. ; 1875,  Is.  6<2. ; 187G,  Is.  10c?. ; 
1877,  Is.  4c7. ; 1878,  Is. 

79.  Can  you  give  me  the  county  cess  for  the  same 
period  ? — The  county  cess  for  the  two  baronies  is  as 
follows : — For  the  town  and  liberties — 1874,  2s.  7J. ; 
1875,  2s.  Id. ; 1876,  2s.  id. ; 1877,  2s.  4c?.;  1878, 
2s.  5 d. 

80.  What  was  the  last  levy  1 — One  shilling. 

SI.  That  is  for  the  half  year? — Yes. 

82.  What  is  the  county  cess  for  the  half  barony  ? — 
1874,  2s.  1 OrZ. ; I have  been  unable  to  find  the  assess- 
ment struck  for  the  spring  of  1875  ; summer  1875, 
Is.  4J.,  that  is  for  the  half  year- ; 1876,  2a.  6 d. ; 1877, 
2s.  2 id. ; 1878, 2s.  8c?. ; and  last  half  year’s  assessment 
Is.  id. 

83.  What  is  the  separate  valuation  for  each  side  of 
the  town1? — The  town  and  liberties,  £10,638  7s. ; and 
the  half  barony,  £1,673  15s. 

84.  An  application  was  made  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  an  extension  some  years  ago  ; do  you 
know  anything  about  that  ? — No. 

85.  That  resolution  does  not  express  any  reason  ? — 
No ; but  the  matter  had  been  under  consideration  for 
a length  of  time. 

86.  Could  you  tell  me  what  were  the  reasons  ? — It 
was  felt  that  the  present  area  was  very  confined,  and 
that  the  building  had  been  almost  entirely  confined  to 
the  district  immediately  outside  the  present  boundary 
limits,  and  there  was  felt  a necessity  for  extending 
further  the  public  lamps.  The  ratepayers  outside  had 
been  making  applications  to  the  Commissioners  to 
extend  the  lamps,  and  the  Commissioners  had  been 
forced  to  extend  them  to  the  very  utmost  limit.  There 
was  building  going  on  outside,  and  the  ratepayers  of 
the  town  who  resided  outside  the  limit  wanted  to  have 
light 

87.  You  scavenge  to  the  present  boundary1? — Yes. 

88.  On  all  the  roads  ? — Yes. 

89.  There  is  a necessity  for  extending  that  too  1 — 
Yes ; the  sanitary  works,  and  water  works,  and  public 
fountains  in  the  town  had  become  available  to  the 
ratepayers  immediately  adjoining,  and  they  have  all 


the  advantages  of  the  town  in  fact.  At  Alford-place 
it  is  a continuous  row  of  houses  with  the  municipal 
'limit  right  through  them. 

90.  You  have  not  erected  fountains  outside  the 
boundary ? — No;  but  the  ratepayer  outside  are  making 
use  of  the  fountains  very  extensively,  and  the  water 
will  be  very  serviceable  for  building  purposes,  and 
sewerage  purj>oses.  The  Guardians  have  been  unwilling 
to  make  much  sewerage  accommodation  outside  the 
present  limits,  but  when  they  do  so  they  will  make 
available  the  works  which  the  Commissioners  have 
recently  constructed. 

91.  They  have  been  constructed  with  a view  to  their 
extension  beyond  the  boundary  ? — Yes ; the  recent 
sewers  have  been  so  constructed" 

92.  In  each  direction,  as  far  as  this  new  proposed 
boundary,  do  you  think  the  people  are  so  interested 
in  these  matters  of  water  and  sewerage  that  they  would 
be  content  to  pay  for  them?— The  matter  has  been 
under  consideration  for  a long  time,  and  there  are  very 
few  persons  who  have  expressed  dissent,  but  a great 
number  have  expressed  their  willingness  to  come  under 
taxation. 

93.  Are  you  talking  of  outsiders? — Yes ; there  are 
a number  of  them  rated  at  present  who  would  be 
qualified,  but  for  the  want  of  residence,  but  who  at 
present  are  not  qualified  no  matter  how  large  then- 
interest  may  be  in  the  town. 

94.  You  are  not  able  to  tell  me  the  number  ? — There 
are  a good  many  on  the  voters’  list  who  would  be 
qualified  as  Commissioners,  but  are  disqualified  by 
non-residence. 

95.  How  many  do  you  think ? — About  twelve. 

96.  That  is  the  qualification  on  which  they  are  shut 
out.  They  are  rated  within  the  limits,  but  they  are 
not  living  inside,  and  they  are  disqualified  thereby. 
You  don’t  know  the  number  of  voters  the  extension 
would  add  to  the  list  ? — No. 

97.  Would  you  say  100 ? — No. 

98.  Less  than  100  ? — Yes.  A cemetery  has  recently 
been  provided  for  the  town,  and  provision  made  for 
the  interment  in  it  of  the  poor.  The  Guardians  had 
made  a provision  in  that  respect,  but  the  poor  people 
objected  to  be  buried  in  that  cemetery,  and  they  pre- 
ferred to  be  buried  in  the  cemetery  attached  to  the 
town,  and  the  extended  area  would  meet  with  more 
satisfaction  from  them  in  that  respect. 

99.  The  ratepayers  inside  have  not  expressed  any 
opinion?  —Not  formally  by  meeting,  but  they  have 
almost  unanimously  through  their  representatives. 

100.  Do  you  know  whether  this  extension  would  run 
into  any  other  electoral  division? — No;  it  would  not. 


COLER4.IXZ. 
July  14. 1S73. 

Mr.  tviiiiam 
Eccles. 


Mr.  Hugh  Anderson  examined. 


101.  You  are  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? 
— Yes ; only  for  a short  time — about  a month. 

102.  Have  you  been  long  a Commissioner? — I have 
been  for  about  nine  years. 

103.  You  heard  the  town  clerk’s  statement  that 
there  was  a resolution  come  to  that  this  extension 
marked  with  the  yellow  line  should  be  sought  for  ? — 
Yes.  I was  not  present  at  that  meeting — Mr.  Cuth- 
bert  was  then  chairman. 

104.  What  was  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners 
not  present,  did  they  coincide  with  the  others  ? — I 
believe  they  are  quite  unanimous  as  to  the  desirability 
of  extension. 

105.  On  what  grounds  were  the  particularboundaries 
laid  down  on  this  map,  for  I see  they  run  through 
some  fields,  and  don’t  adhere  to  the  townland  boundaries 
or  anything  of  that  kind  ? — I think  in  most  cases  they 
are  with  the  boundaries  of  fields,  but  in  other  cases, 
perhaps  it  is  where  a little  stream  runs  through  a field, 
or  some  little  natural  boundary  of  that  kind. 

106.  Can  you  tell  me  in  this  case,  in  the  extension 
to  the  south-east  beyond  the  workhouse,  why  should 
you  not  extend  it  so  as  to  take  in  the  parliamentary 
boundary  there  ? — It  is  purely  agricultural  and  it  never 


can  be  available  for  building  purposes.  It  is  an  entirely 
agricultural  district 

107.  And  it  was  entirely  with  regard  to  how  build- 
ing would  run  along  the  roads  that  the  boundary  was 
laid  down? — To  a large  extent. 

108.  The  boundary  at  present  includes  alarge  extent 
of  agricultural  land  ? — It  does,  but  it  was  extended  in 
such,  a direction  as  would  be  likely  to  be  occupied  ulti- 
mately with  buildings. 

109.  But  you  did  not  confine  yourselves  to  stripes 
where  buildings  would  be  likely  to  go — for  instance  you 
have  taken  a large  stripe  at  the  back  of  the  workhouse 
where  it  would  not  be  likely  to  be  built  upon  ?— There 
is  no  reason  why,  if  the  town  was  extended  this  ground 
should  not  be  intersected  with  roads. 

1 1 0.  Is  there  any  other  reason  except  that  the  ground 
brought  in  was  likely  to  be  built  on  ?— No. 

111.  Do  you  know  what  would  be  the  valuation  of 
the  district  proposed  to  be  taken  in  ? — No.  That  map 
was  made  before  my  term  of  office.  I cannot  say. 

112.  Were  you  a Commissioner  at  the  time  the  me- 
morial was  presented  to  the  Local  Government  Board  ? 


Mr.  Hugh 
Anderson. 
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113.  Do  you  remember  the  particulars  of  it  ? — No. 
but  Mr.  Carson  our  solicitor  can  tell  you. 

114.  Do  you  know  what  are  the  feelings  of  the 
residents  outside  who  would  be  taken  in  by  this  exten- 
sion ? — I believe  they  are  almost  unanimous.  There 
may  be  some  exceptions,  but  by  a very  large  majority 
they  would  prefer  being  included  in  the  municipal 
boundary. 

115.  They  understood  the  way  in  which  they  would 
be  brought  in,  with  full  rates  on  houses  and  one-fourth 
on  land?  —Yes. 

116.  Have  the  Commissioners  discussed  the  question 
of  taking  up  the  charge  of  the  roads  ? — We  have  had  it 
frequently  before  us ; but  we  did  not  understand  exactly 
how  to  go  about  it,  and  we  rather  looked  upon  it  as 
a hopeless  task  to  attempt  so  long  as  we  would  be 
obliged  to  have  the  sanction  of  the  Grand  Jury. 

117.  The  Parliamentary  Committee  have  expressed 
a strong  opinion  that  evexy  thing  within  a municipality 
should  be  under  the  control  of  one  body,  and  that  the 
tendency  is  to  throw  the  roads  into  the  hands  of  the 
Commissioners.  Well,  the  report  of  the  Committee  is 
strongly  in  favour  of  giving  the  control  ? — We  are  all 
in  favour  of  that. 

1 18.  Did  you  consider  the  mileage  of  the  roads  that 


-rouM  1»  thrown  upon  yon  in  case  you  got  ais 

SZl  1 “m”rtl™ael'>™™«»n'atecalclSSi 

119.  Have  you  a borough  surveyor?— No 

!??  i Iu  CJaS61  y0U  became  tlie  authority  you 
would  have  to  have  a regular  staff-have  you  consi- 
dered that,  and  the  expense  it  would  entail  1 T •m 

not  sure  whether  the  matter  has  been  gone  into 

121.  Who  is  the  superintendent  of  the  drainage  L- 

Our  town  officer  looks  after  it.  ° ‘ 

122.  Does  he  lay  out  new  drains?— No,  we  have  to 
employ  a surveyor. 

123.  But  you  have  no  permanent  officer? No 

124.  Have  you  got  a drainage  map?— Not  'com- 
plcted,  I believe.  There  is  a map  in  preparation. 

125.  You  know  of  course  there  is  one  required?— 
Yes ; but  recently  the  drainage  has  all  been  carefully 
laid  down,  and  there  is  a large  map  with  the  draina?e 
of  the  town  being  prepared.  We  have  had  some  diffi. 
culty  in  ascertaining  the  site  of  the  old  drains  : no  re- 
cord was  kept  of  them. 

126.  Do  you  consider  yourself  that  this  extension 

is  large  enough?— Yes;  I think  it  would  be  large 
enough,  but  perhaps  our  late  chairman  would  say 
something  as  to  that.  1 


Mr.  Joseph 
Cuthbert. 


Mr.  Joseph  Cuthbert  examined. 


127.  You  have  been  chairman? — Yes;  I was  chair- 
man in  1876,  and  for  five  years  before  that. 

128.  Did  you  take  any  active  part  in  designing  this 
area  ? — Yes ; I think  it  was  about  the  time  I was  in 
the  chair  it  was  fixed  upon. 

129.  Mr.  Anderson  has  told  us  that  one  thing  that 
guided  the  Commissioners  in  making  tliis  area  was  the 
probability  of  buildings  extending  along  the  roads— 
was  there  any  other  reason?— That  was  the  chief 
reason — almost  the  sole  reason. 

130.  There  seems  to  be  a very  large  amount  of  agri- 
cultural land  taken  in  at  the  north  west  corner  that 
would  lie  very  unlikely  ever  to  be  built  upon?— There 
are  buildings  at  present  there,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  these  fields,  which  are  well  situated  for  villa  sites, 
should  not  be  taken  for  building. 

1 3 1 . You  consider  it  likely  to  be  built  upon  ? Yes ; 

it  may  not  be  built  upon  for  some  time,  but  a great 
deal  of  it  will  I think, 

132.  It  appears  that  that  corner  is  much  farther 
away  from  the  town  than  other  places  of  the  town  where 
there  are  buildings— why  is  the  chapel  field  left  out? 
—There  is  a steep  ascent,  and  it  is  not  likely  there 
would  he  buildings  there. 

133.  It  has  been  a question  of  building  in  every 
cas®  T7*[eai'1£  eveiT  case-  We  took  into  account  the 
probability  of  any  building  being  carried  out  on  the 
ground. 

134.  Don’t  you  think  the  people  living  in  the  chapel 
held  axe  as  much  interested  in  having  the  town  drained 
as  the  people  m the  north-east  corner  ?— Perhaps  so 

*5*  sllould  they  contribute  to  the 

™ “ tl0  3™“d  ““ 

fW6,  1 n,0t  talkin:g,  of  new  buildings,  but  about 
those  people  who  are  within  that  distance  of  the  town 
contributing  something  to  the  rates  ?_There  are  no 
buildings  there  except  the  chapel  field,  and  it  is  not  of 
much  consequence.  There  are  only  a few  small  houses 
It  m only  in  some  districts  that  building  leases  can  be 

1 137;j7ant  to  know  why  you  should  leave  out  a 
place  that  is  so  near  the  town,  and  that  appears  to 
denve  as  much  advantage  from  the  town  being  lighted 
and  cleansed,  as  the  people  you  do  take  in  1—' There  are 
residences  there. 

138.  Why  not  take  in  Bushmills-road  ? We  went 

:l! , ' a.s  | thought  necessary.  There  is  no  likelihood 
hous^^  b6y0nd  R°°k  C°ttage’ widcb  18  0%  a small 

139.  I want  to  know  your  reasons,  if  you  have  gone 


so  very  carefully  into  it? — One  reason  that  guided  us 
very  much  is  that  it  would  not  pay  us  to  extend  the 
limits  beyond  a certain  point. 

140.  Why? — Because  if  wo  were  obliged  to  take 
the  sewerage  works,  and  the  watering  of  the  district 
there  would  he  a serious  loss  to  the  town. 

141.  Did  you,  in  defining  this  boundary,  consider 
that  you  would  have  to  supply  light  and  water  and 
drainage  to  the  outside  limits  along  the  roads,  whether 
the  roads  were  built  upon  or  not  ? — What  we  thought 
was  that  if  at  the  extreme  limit  there  were  a few 
houses  erected,  even  two  or  three,  we  would  be  obliged, 
as  the  sanitary  authority,  to  provide  sewage  works  for 
those  houses,  and  that  that  could  not  be  done  without 
a system  of  sewerage  that  would  actually  embrace  the 
whole  district. 

142.  On  the  north  side  of  the  townland  there  is  a 
small  area  of  fourteen  acres  or  so  that  you  have  left 
out,  on  the  Portstewart-road — is  there  any  special 
reason  why  it  should  not  he  taken  in,  for  it  is  evident 
it  would  be  desirable,  if  there  is  no  reason  against  it, 
to  make  the  boundary  coterminous  with  the  townland 
boundary  ? — That  is  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  railway. 
The  railway  is  there,  and  a high  embankment. 

143.  Is  it  a building  question  still  ? — Yes.  That 
could  not  be  occupied  by  buildings. 

144.  Then,  except  building,  there  is  no  other  reason? 
— No. 

145.  Then  the  same  applies  to  the  small  portion  left 
out  on  the  east  ? — Yes. 

146.  Down  to  the  south  there  are  20  acres  left  out 
that  would  complete  the  townland — what  about  it?— 
That  would  not  be  used  for  building.  It  is  so  situated. 

147.  There  would  be  no  objection  to  take  it  in  so 
far  as  the  town  is  concerned ? — No;  but  the  Commit 
sioners  thought  it  would  hot  be  desirable  to  take  into 
the  boundary  what  would  not  be  likely  to  be  occupied 
with  houses — in  fact  that  it  would  be  rather  an  unfair 
thing  to  he  taxing  agricultural  land. 

148.  That  land  is  within  half  a mile  of  the  centre  of 
the  town  ? — Well,  it  is  more. 

149.  Take  the  other  land  that  is  less — the  portion 
along  the  Half-mile-house  road  is  not  half  a mile  from 
the  town? — I think  the  town  may  be  extended  with 
advantage  in  that  direction . 

150.  Don’t  you  think  that  the  owner  of  that  twenty 
acres  is  as  much  interested  in  the  town,  and  that  he  is 
as  much  interested  in  its  being  well  kept  to  the  extent 
that  he  might  pay  some  small  rate  towards  it? — He 
might  not  like  to  pay  it,  but  he  would  be  entitled  to 
pay  it. 
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151  Don't  you  think  that  every  person  living  outside 

town  and  rising  it  for  a market  for  selling  and  buy- 
? „ may  he  expected  to  contribute  something  ?— I 
think  it  is  only  just,  within  a reasonable  limit. 

152.  AjicI  what  would  you  put  as  a reasonable 
limit  .considering  that  they  would  only  have  to  pay 
one-fourth  on  agricultural  land? — I think a radius  of  a 
mile-  I thir|k  in  a town  like  this  a mile  would  be 

S"  lSiT  I suppose  the  schools  are  situated  in  the  town? 
_The  Model  school  is  outside  and  the  Academical 
Institution  outside,  but  it  would  be  brought  in  by  the 
proposed  extension ; and  the  workhouse  is  outside  the 
present  boundary. 

154.  Did  you  take  any  part  in  suggesting  the  area 
before  when  the  memorial  was  presented  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  ?— Yes.  We  fixed  this  area  at 
that  time  as  the  most  natural.  The  time  the  memorial 
was  presented  was  in  February,  1877. 

155.  Was  it  this  yellow  area  that  was  then  sug- 
gested i Yes,  The  map  of  that  boundary  was  sent  to 

the  Local  Government  Board. 

156.  Mr.  Lawless’s  report  says  the  extension  pro- 
posed would  be  1,000  acres? — I don’t  think  it  was  very 
accurately  gone  into.  At  the  time  they  were  here  we 
were  just  changing  our  Town  Clerk,  and  it  was  merely 
a guess. 

157.  Mr.  Eccles  (Town  Cleric). — Five  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  is  exclusive  of  the  roads  for  the  extended 
area ; with  the  roads  it  would  be  about  820  acres — for 
the  extension  of  the  present  boundary  altogether. 


Mr.  Cuthbert’s  examination  resumed. 

15S.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  taking  up  the  roads 
from  the  grand  jury?— Yes,  it  is  most  important, 
for  tins  reason ; there  is  a conflict  between  the  grand 
jury  and  the  town  authorities  about  making  footpaths, 
and  the  county  cess  is  £1,500  a year. 

159.  And  of  that  how  much  is  spent  on  the  town  ? — 
.For  a number  of  years  there  was  almost  nothing  spent 
except  the  mere  maintenance  of  the  roads.  We  have 
latterly  been  agitating  with  the  grand  jury  to  get  a fail- 
share  for  the  town. 

160.  Have  you  made  applications  for  presentments 
:and  they  were  thrown  .out? — They  have  lately  refused 
to  pay  anything  towards  flagging,  but  latterly  they  have 
subscribed  something  ; but  it  was  always  with  the 
greatest  difficulty  we  have  got  these  presentments 
passed. 

161.  How  much  is  the  county-at-large  charge  out 
•of  the  £1,500  ? — I could  not  say. 

162.  The  county-at-large  charges  you  would  have 
to  pay  still? — About  £500  would  cover  the  county 
■charges. 

163.  How  much  did  the  grand  jury  expend  here  in 

1877  and  1878? — They  expended  more  in  1877  and 

1878  than  they  ever  did  before. 

164.  Have  they  expended  £1,000  ? — No,  nor  any- 
thing  approaching  it.  About  £300  is  the  maximum. 
Any  presentments  for  footpaths  were  smaller  than  the 
real  value,  and  we  had  to  supplement  it.  We  had  a 
borough  fund ; and  we  had  to  send  a deputation  spe- 
cially to  get  it  passed. 

165.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  state? — - 
There  is  just  another  point  as  to  the  sewerage  works, 
and  this  margin  outside  the  town  ; that  is  called  the 
townland  of  suburbs. 

166.  That  is  outside  the  present  township  ? — -Yes. 

167.  On  the  eastern  side  of  the  river? — Yes.  For 


instance  there  is  a row  of  houses  called  Clifton-terrace 
on  the  Portrush  road.  They  required  sewerage,  and 
the  residents  there  went  to  the  guardians  as  the  sani- 
tary authority  to  get  sewerage  for  these  houses,  and 
the  guardians  agreed  to  their  memorial,  and  spent 
£124  on  sewerage  for  them. 

168.  What  did  they  do  for  that  money? — They 
■made  sewerage  for  these  eight  or  ten  houses  into  the 
stream.  It  only  accommodates  these  bouses,  and  the 
question  then  arises  who  should  pay  for  this  sewerage. 
The  Local  Government  Board  ordered  the  guardians  to 
assess  it  on  the  townland  of  suburbs — this  ring  that 
goes  round  the  whole  town. 

169.  Excluding  the  municipality? — Yes. 

170.  They  could  not  assess  it  on' the  municipality? 
—No. 

171.  Did  they  assess  it  on  the  entire  of  the  town- 
land  of  suburbs? — Yes ; and  the  valuation  of  that 
small  area  is  only  £1,500  a year ; it  was  levied  off  in  a 


single  year. 

172.  Then  in  fact  the  people  living  down  beyond 
the  workhouse  had  to  pay  a rate  for  that  sewerage  ? — 
Yes.  I had  to  pay  8 d.  for  that  sewerage  that  is  not  a 
fax-thing  of  use  to  me,  and  the  rector  had  to  pay  10d. 
or  lid.  for  it. 

173.  If  that  ring  was  entirely  taken  in  as  you  pro- 
pose that  £124  would  have  been  assessed  on  the  entire 
town  and  the  ring  ? — Yes.  And  it  would  have  been 
small  to  each  person,  but  it  became  a very  unjust  tax 
on  the  small  district.  On  this  the  Lodge  road  or 
Ballyraoney  road  the  sewerage  works  are  at  present  in 
operation.  The  Commissioners  carried  sewerage  works 
to  the  very  verge  of  the  boundary  there,  and  they  are 
being  carried  on  by  the  guardians  up  to  very  near  the 
parliamentary  boundary,  and  I understand  that  the 
guardians  are  going  to  levy  on  the  same  principle  as 
before. 

174.  Surely  the  guardians  must  have  had  the  con- 
tributory district  settled  before  they  began  any  works  1 

The  contributory  district  is  the  suburbs,  and  a 

number  of  us  who  are  deriving  no  benefit  whatever 
from  these  sewerage  works  are  now  objecting  before 
the  Local  Government  Boai-d  to  the  guardians  taking 
this  area  in  again  and  imposing  Is.  6d.  on  us. 

175.  They  have  commenced  the  work,  and  the  rate 
must  have  been  sanctioned  first  ? — I don’t  think  it  is 


sanctioned  yet.  , , _ , _ 

176.  You  are  not  a member  of  the  board  of  guar- 
dians l—No ; but  at  all  events  it  is  a very  awkward 
tiling  to  have  that  ring  round  the  town. 

177.  In  the  severe  that  you  have  been  making  you 
have  had  professional  advice  ? — Yes. 

178.  They  are  laid  out  so  as  to  take  in  these  addi- 
tional places  ?— Yes  ; we  always  anticipated  we  would 
have  the  borough  extended  in  that  direction. 

179.  Anri  the  surveyor’s  instruction  was  to  lay  tliem 
out  to  suit  the  extension  ?— Yes. 

180  You  don’t  think  that  the  sewerage  works 
would  extend  beyond  tire  yellow  boundary  ?— Not  for 
some  considerable  time,  and  as  to  the  borough  surveyor 

there  is  no  officer  so  much  wanted. 

181  It  is  the  only  town  of  this  size  that  has  not  got 
one?— -I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Taylor— I suppose  it 
must  have  been  before  my  time-there  was  some  diffi- 
culty about  the  Lord  Lieutenant  fixing  the  salary  and 
that  was  the  cause  of  his  not  being  appointed.  It  has 
been  a difficulty  that  was  all  along.  We  employed  a 

surveyor  for  each  individual  work.  „ 

1 80  And  that  is  really  as  economical  l— We  have 


found  it  so. 


COLEKAX.VE. 
July  U,  1370. 

Mr.  Joseph 
Cuthbert. 


Mr.  David  Baxter  examined. 


183.  You  are  a Commissioner  of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

184.  Have  you  been  long  a Commissioner  ? — A 
number  of  years. 

185.  You  know  this  suggestion  before  us  now  about 
taking  in  the  yellow  area — does  that  meet  with  your 
■approval  ? — It  hardly  goes  far  enough  to  please  me. 


186.  In  which  direction? — Generally 

187.  On  what  ground;  is  it  that  the  people  have 
mh  an  interest  that  they  should  contribute  further 

ai88YWhere  would  you  put  that  limit  ? I would  go 
bout  a mile  out  each  way. 


Mr.  David 
Baxter. 
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Coleraine. 
July  14, 1879. 

Mr.  David 
Baxter. 


Mr.  John 
M'Lauglilan. 


Mr.  Thoma* 
Kevin. 


189.  You  -would  not  go  far  outside  the  present 
boundary  with  a mile  ? — I think  it  would  he  a consi- 
derable deal  out  in  some  directions. 

190.  You  think  that,  within  a mile,  people  should 
contribute  something  1— Yes,  the  fields  within  that 
distance  are  town  parks,  and  they  have  more  advan- 
tages than  people  at  a greater  distance. 

191.  And  they  would  be  only  taxed  one-fourth  1 — 
Yes. 

192.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  taking  up  the 
roads  ? — Yes. 

193.  And  getting  a regular  borough  surveyor  and 
staff? — Yes.  It  would  be  a great  improvement,  and 
we  could  get  improvements  made.  It  is  a difficult 
matter  to  get  anything  done  now  at  all. 

194.  Do  you  think  you  would  be  able  to  save  money 
by  it  ? — We  would  be  able  to  make  a great  many  im- 
provements, and  to  have  sewers  where  they  are  very 
much  needed, 

195.  You  own  property  outside  ? — Yes. 


““  Wi‘Un  theproposede**™. 

tor!— rra“l  7°"  “™°°*  tli8  >,rol’os“1  “ * proprie. 

198  Wt  is  the  feeling  of  yonr  neighbor  outside  t 

—The  feeling  of  moat  of  them  ia  that  they  toiM lit. 
the  advantages  other  people  have  in  the  ivay  of  watt 
sewage,  light,  and  cleansing.  • 

199.  And  are  willing  to  pay  for  it?— Yes 
2°0.  What  is  the  feeling  of  the  ratepayers  of  the 
town  ?— They  are  generally  in  favour  of  the  extension  • 
there  are  very  few  object  to  it : they  think  it  very 
much  wanted.  • 

201.  Is  the  town  increasing  ? — Very  slightly. 

202.  There  are  a good  many  new  buildings  alluded 
to— is  the  population  increasing  1— I don’t  think  the 
population  is  increasing  very  much ; but  the  buildings 
are  increasing  outside.  The  boundary  should  be  ex- 
tended down  towards  the  Coranagh. 


Mr.  John  M'Laughlan  examined. 


203.  You  are  a Commissioner? — Yes. 

204.  Were  you  one  of  the  Commissioners  that  con- 
sidered this  question? — No. 

205.  You  know  what  is  proposed?  Yes.  I have 
a local  knowledge  of  it. 

206.  Do  you  think  it  desirable? — Ido. 

207.  Do  you  think  it  goes  far  enough  ? — I think  it 
does.  My  reason  for  saying  so  is,  there  is  great 
anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  town  to  get  the  manage- 
ment of  the  roads  from  the  county,  and  we  would  wish 
to  be  disconnected  from  them  ; and  if  we  extended  the 
area  further,  we  would  be  losing  instead  of  gaining. 
I think  it  would  he  impolitic  to  extend  the  boundary 
too  far. 

208.  On  the  supposition  that  you  would  be  obliged 
to  supply  it  with  water  and  gas  to  the  extremities  ? — 
Yes. 

209.  Though  you  were  only  bound  to  supply  where 
the _ roads  are  continuously  built  upon? — Yes;  but 
there  are  house-owners  who  would  be  taxed,  and  who 
would  insist  on  having  these  privileges,  and  my  opinion 
is  we  should  not  go  too  far.  We  would  be  incurring 
expense  tbat  might  not  be  right. 

210.  It  appears  the  yellow  area  has  been  sketched 
out,  having  in  view  how  far  the  buildings  would  be 
likely  to  go  on  the  different  roads?— That  wa3  the 
leading  reason. 

211.  And  as  far  as  continuous  building  goes  it  ought 
to  be  taken  in  ?— Yes.  1 think  so.  The  general  feel- 
ings of  the  Commissioners  and  of  the  town  are  that 
they  should  have  the  management  and  the  expenditure 
of  our  own  county  cess. 

212.  That  is  the  portion  of  it  excluding  the  county- 
at-large  charges  ?— Yes.  We  have  great  difficulty  in 
getting  the  county  to  do  anything.  At  the  last  Pre- 
sentment Sessions  I was  the  applicant  for  two  foot- 
paths within  the  present  boundary,  and  I got  only 
one,  with  great  difficulty,  and  it  is  in  a street  that  is 
in  a very  wretched  state  ; and  if  we  had  control  of  the 


county  cess,  we  could  improve  the  town  very  muck  bv 
putting  footpaths  and  streets  in  very  much  better 
order,  and  I know  that  the  town  is  very  anxious  to 
have  it. 

213.  Does  the  county  do  anything  in  the  wav  of 
cleansing  the  streets,  or  is  that  done  entirely  bv’the 
Commissioners  ?—  Entirely  by  the  Commissioners. 
They  do  that  entirely  at  their  own  expense,  and  there 
is  the  expense  of  looking  after  the  gratings  at  the 
various  sewei-s,  although  they  should  be  done  by  the 
road  contractor.  In  fact,  we  have  the  general  manage- 
ment and  care  of  the  footpaths,  and,  till  very  lately, 
we  got  no  money  from  the  county,  and  what  we  get 
is  what  would  make  the  ordinary  roadway  and  path, 
and  we  supplement  it  to  make  a street  footpath,  and' 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  proposed  extension,  I thinV 
it  far  enough. 

214.  The  yellow  area  includes  all  the  portions  of 
the  roads  running  out  of  Coleraine  that  have  been 
built  upon  ? — Yes,  my  own  residence  is  just  on  the 
verge  of  the  yellow  boundary.  Carthall  is  my  resi- 
dence, and  it  extends  a very  short  distance  beyond  it. 
And  there  is  a range  of  private  residences  along  that 
hill.  It  is  considered  a favourable  locality  for  build- 
ing. My  house  is  almost  the  extreme  boundary. 

215.  And  beyond  you  there  is  no  great  building? — 
And  there  is  no  chance  of  building  beyond  it.  I 
would  not  have  any  objection  to  extend  it  a little 
beyond  me,  hut  I don’t  think  it  would  pay.  The  main 
object  we  had  in  view  was,  looking  to  the  land  would 
it  pay,  and  would  the  ground  be  favourably  situated 
for  building. 

216.  But  you  did  not  extend  the  area  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  more  funds  than  it  would  cost  you  ? — 
No ; not  with  the  view  of  getting  more  funds,  except 
whether  it  would  pay,  and  my  reason  for  not  extend- 
ing it  further  is,  that  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  do 
so.  The  Town  Commissioners  own  free  estates  with  a 
net  rental  of  £650. 


Mr.  Thomas  Nxyin,  examined. 


217.  You  are  a Commissioner  ? — Y es. 

218.  You  know  what  extension  is  proposed  ? — Yes, 
generally,  I do. 

219.  Do  you  think  it  desirable,  and  do  you  think  it 
sufficient  ? — I think  it  is,  generally  speaking.  There 
is  one  road  on  which,  I think,  it  is  not  sufficient. 
That  is  the  Portstewart-road.  I think  there  is  one 
side  of  it  that  should  be  included,  but  the  map  was 
made  before  some  of  the  buildings  were  erected. 

220.  Up  towards  Ballysally  ? — Possibly  not  so  far 
as  Ballysally.  There  is  a stream  that  runs  there  that 
should  be  the  boundary. 

221.  You  think  it  should  be  extended  to  thestream 
to  the  south-east  of  Ballysally? — Yea.  That  map  was 


made  in  the  time  of  the  late  clerk,  and  there  would  be 
some  alterations  in  it  if  made  now.  There  are  other 
buildings  which  should  be  included  in  it.  It  would 
take  in  the  entire  townland  of  Millbum  and  CavehilL 
I live  in  Clifton-terrace,  and  I,  of  course,  quite  ap- 
prove of  the  extension. 

222.  And  your  neighbours  ? — I think  they  all  do, 
because  we  get  the  benefits  of  light,  and  so  on,  out 
there. 

223.  You  have  heard  what  the  other  Commissioners' 
have  stated  ? — Yes. 

224.  Have  you  anything  to  add  to  it  ? — No ; but  I 
approve  of  it. 
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Mr.  Thomas  G.  Carson,  Solicitor  to  tlie  Town  Commissioners,  examined. 


225.  When  was  this  memorandum  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  presented1? — In  February,  1877. 

226.  Do  you  remember  when  the  Local  Government 

Commissioners  were  down  here  ? — I was  not  before 
them.  ... 

227.  Was  it  before  or  after  then-  visit? — I could 
not  say.  There  was  only  one  memorandum  on  this 
subject,  and  that  was  in  February,  1877. 

22S.  What  was  the  gist  of  it  ? — I have  got  a rough 
draft  of  it : — 

•‘To  His  Grace  the  Duke  op  Marlborough,  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant General  and  General  Governor  of  Ireland. 

11  The  Memorial  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of  the  Borough 
of  Coleraine 

" Respectfully  sheweth : — 

« That  the  town  of  Coleraine  has  been  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Towns  Improvement  (Ireland)  Act,  1 854,  since 
February,  1 860,  when  the  provisions  of  that  Act  were  duly 
adopted  under  the  sanction  of  the  then  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland. 

“ That  neither  at  the  period  of  the  adoption  of  the  said 
Act,  nor  at  any  former  period,  of  which  any  record  can  be 
discovered,  were  the  ancient  borough  boundaries  of  the 
town  of  Coleraine  extended,  revised,  or  altered. 

“That  of  late  years,  owing  to  the  steady  prosperity  of 
the  locality,  and  the  desire  of  merchants  and  others  carry- 
ing on  business  in  the  town  to  reside  in  the  suburbs,  and 
from  other  causes  the  real  boundaries  of  the  town  have  ex- 
tended beyond  their  ancient  limits,  and  your  memorialists 
have,  for  a length  of  time,  felt  that  an  extension  of  the 
ancient  boundaries  of  the  borough  should  be  made.  The 
occupants  of  the  districts  beyond  the  lights  and  sewerage 
of  the  town  are  at  present  shut  out  from  advantages  which 
an  extension  of  the  boundaries  would  give  them,  and  the 
sewerage  has,  in  one  case,  been  executed  by  the  rural  sani 
tary  authority,  and  the  expense  levied  off  a country  district 
in  no  way  connected  or  benefited  by  the  improvements. 
This  assessment  amounting  to  per  pound  of 

the  Government  valuation  of  the  country  district  affected, 
has  caused  much  discontent,  and  memorialists  desire  that 
•the  boundaries  should  be  extended  so  as  to  embrace  a fur- 
ther area,  and  admit  such  area  to  the  advantages  enjoyed 
by  the  rest  of  the  town  as  well  as  to  an  equitable  contribu- 
tion to  the  town  funds. 

“ That  your  memorialists  have  considered  the  new  boun- 
daries which  should,  in  their  opinion,  be  adopted,  and  have 
had  a map  prepared  on  a sheet  of  the  Ordnance  Survey  of 
Ireland,  showing  thereon  by  the  colour  red  the  ancient 
boundaries  of  the  borough,  and  by  the  colour  yellow  the 
boundaries  which  your  memorialists  desire,  by  the  consent 
And  approval  of  your  Grace,  to  adopt  in  lieu  of  the  said 
ancient  boundaries.  A copy  of  this  map  is  sent  herewith, 
and  to  it  your  memorialists  beg  to  refer. 

“ That  your  memorialists  are  providing  new  water  works 
for  the  use  of  the  borough,  and  are  also  promoting  other 
public  improvements,  and  are  anxious  that  the  said  amend- 
ment of  the  boundaries  should  go  baud  in  hand  with  the 
•other  works. 

“Tour  memorialists  accordingly  pray  that  your 
Grace  will  be  pleased  to  give  your  consent  (under  the 
17tli  and  18th  Vic.,  c.  103,  sec.  5),  to  the  alteration  by 
your  memorialists  of  the  boundaries  of  the  town  of 
Coleraine  from  the  said  ancient  boundaries  set  forth 
upon  said  map  herewith  sent,  and  thereon  coloured 
yellow.” 

229.  What  action  was  taken  upon  that? — That 
"was  transmitted  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  on  the 
20th  February,  1877, 1 received  a reply  acknowledg- 
ing it,  and  stating  that  business  of  this  kind  had  now 
been  transferred  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
that  the  papers  had  bpen  transferred  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  their  attention ; and  then  there 
was  a letter  from,  the  Local  Government  Board  ad- 
dressed to  me,  dated  30th  June,  1877,  in  which  they 
referred  to  this  memorandum  as  having  been  trans- 
mitted to  them  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  pointing 
•out  that  they  cannot  act  under  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  borough, 
that  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  gives  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  authority  by  mere  order  to  extend  the 
boundaries,  and  to  point  out  that  they  cannot  act 
■under  that ; but  that  they  consider  it  is  superseded  by 
the  Public  Health  Act,  and  although  it  is  not  formally 


repealed,  they  consider  the  Public  Health  Act  is  the 
oue  under  which  they  should  go ; and  they  declined  to 
sanction  it  except  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  and 
the  Commissioners  found  it  required  considerable 
inquiry,  considerable  expense,  and  a Provisional  Order 
turned  into  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  they  were 
rather  frightened  at  it,  and  having  large  undertakings 
of  other  kinds  on  their  minds — the  cemetery  and  the 
waterworks,  and  the  Bann  navigation— it  was  allowed 
to  rest  for  a time,  but  there  was  never  any  resolution 
abandoning  it. 

230.  Nor  was  there  any  inquiry  and  refusal  ? — No ; 
the  matter  just  rested. 

231.  I may  say  as  to  the  new  law  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  power  to  separate  a town  from 
a county  without  the  consent  of  the  grand  jury  ? — 
We  were  not  unaware  of  that,  although  I believe  that 
was  an  improvement  in  the  law  after  our  idea  first 
occurred  ; but  we  were  quite  unaware  of  what  view 
the  Local  Government  Board  might  take  of  that,  and 
seeing  what  they  thought  on  the  subject  we  were 
afraid,  till  some  precedents  were  set,  to  incur  the  large 
expense,  but  we  would  like  very  much  to  have  exten- 
sion. About  seven  years  ago,  not  acting  in  any  way 
professionally,  but  just  as  an  individual  here,  I went 
into  the  thing  with  very  great  interest  myself,  and 
examined  it  to  the  very  best  of  my  ability,  and  I came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  county  levied  a sum  of 
£1,500  a year  county  cess,  out  of  the  town,  and  that 
very  little  over  £300  a year  was  spent  in  it.  Taking 
the  road  contracts  merely,  I took  the  warrant  and  I 
estimated  what  was  laid  out  for  everything,  and  I 
found  I came  very  close  upon  it;  it  was  about  £1,500  a 
year,  and  they  laid  out  under  £400. 

232.  How  much  would  be  the  county  at  large 
charges  ? — I had  no  data  to  make  estimates,  but  there 
is  no  doubt  the  town  is  a great  loser  by  its  connexion 
with  the  county,  and  we  found  what  we  thought  was 
considerable  difficulty  in  getting  contributions,  but 
since  this,  I am  happy  to  say  more  liberal  views  are 
taken  by  tbe  road  sessions  and  the  grand  jury,  and  we 
are  now  getting  some  contributions  towards  our 
flagging,  to  supplement  our  grants. 

233.  Has  that  altered  your  opinion  about  Lairing 
charge  of  the  roads? — It  has,  as  to  the  necessity  of  it, 
hut  not  as  to  the  desirability  of  it. 

234.  Do  you  happen  to  know  on  tbe  other  side  of 

the  river  there,  in  that  expenditure  by  tbe  guardians, 
whether  it  was  thrown  on  a contributory  district.  I 
mean  near  tbe  town  ? — I don’t  know  as  to  that  There 
is  a seweri  being  made  now  up  towards  the  Model 
school.  n 

235  Mr,  Anderson,  Chairman  of  the  I own  Lorn- 
missionem.— -The  guardians  have  never  expended  my- 


thing  in  that  direction, 
direction  so  far  as  our  present  boundary  goes. 

236  Mr.  Carson. — In  my  opinion  the  yellow  area 
is  pretty  nearly  as  much  as  the  extension  should,  be. 
There  might  be  some  little  additions  if  you  went  into 
it  nicely,  but  I agree  with  Mr.  M’Loughlm,  that  a 
very  great  extension  would  not  be  an  advantage. 

237  You  think  it  would  not  pay? — I think  it 
would  not  be  fair  to  the  people  to  be  added— to  jmt 
one-fourth  on  people,  merely  because  they  hoed  within 
a mde  of  the  town.  It  would  not  to  right  accoidmg 
to  my  idea.  Those  who  would  be  included  m that 
new  area  would  have  the  toneSt  of  some  rents  that 
we  have  from  tlie  dty  estate,  and  I was  about  to 
point  ont  that  already  a good  part  of  what  is  included 
in  the  town  is  mapped  ont  as  building  ground. 

23S.  Part  of  the  townland  of  Waterside  to  the  north 
of  the  present  town  is  all  mapped  out  as  ^mldmg 
ground  ?— Yes ; it  is  now  the  property  of  Sir  Hervey 

This  northern  portion  of  the  townland  of 
wide  1-Yes.  And  it  is  dl  tod  ont  for  buildmg 
ground,  and  some  parte  of  it  aWy  tehen. 

8 240.  It  is  north  of  Carthall  V— Yes. 


We  have  to  drain  it  in  that 


CoLEBAlXE. 
July  14.  1879. 

Mr.  Thomai 
G.  Carson. 
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MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


COI.EBAINE. 
July  14,  1879. 

Mr.  Daniel 
Taylor,  M.r. 


Daniel  Taylor,  esq.,  m.p.,  examined. 


241.  You  live  within  the  area  proposed  to  be  taken 
in  1 — Yes.  I live  at  Millburn,  which  is  within  the 
yellow  area. 

242.  Ancl  you  are  consenting  to  the  extension  1 — I 

243.  You  think  it  goes  far  enough? — I think  the 
thing  has  been  very  fairly  done.  Knowing  all  the 
lands  that  are  taken  in  and  what  are  excluded,  I think 
no  one  who  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  town 
would  fix  any  other  boundary  than  that ; and  that  por- 
tion that  you  speak  of  as  being  left  out,  Chapel  Field, 
is  not  a district  likely  ever  to  be  taken  up  as  building 
ground.  There  is  an  approach  to  it  which  you  could 
not  drive  up  at  all,  and  to  get  to  it  by  another  road 
would  take  you  away  a mile,  so  that  it  is  altogether 
excluded.  There  might  be  extension  in  the  direction 
of  Ballysally.  These  are  all  sites  which  are  sure  to 
be  built  upon. 

244.  That  place  as  far  as  the  stream  on  the  south 
side  of  Ballysally? — Yes.  This  is  my  brother’s  house 
at  Ballysally.  I don’t  object  that  you  should  take  it 
in  there. 

245.  There  is  one  reason  for  not  taking  in  Bally- 
sally, and  that  is,  that  it  is  not  in  the  electoral  division 
of  Coleraine  ? — No,  Portrush.  There  are  four  or  five 
fields  running  down  to  the  stream  that  are  sure  to  be 
occupied  with  buildings,  and  on  the  other  side  Mr. 
Heney  is  building  very  fine  houses. 

246.  That  is  towards  Cavehill  ? — Yes. 

247.  Do  you  think  in  the  other  direction  the  yellow 
area  is  sufficient  ? — I do.  There  has  been  a tendency 
for  a number  of  years  of  people  who  formerly  lived 
within  the  present  boundary  to  look  out  for  a house ' 
outside,  still  convenient ; and  although  a man  pays 
£400  or  £500  a year  for  his  business  premises  within 
the  boundary,  if  he  lives  outside  he  is  disqualified  as  a 
commissioner,  and  that  has  been  felt  as  one  grievance. 

248.  Do  you  agree  in  the  estimate  made  by  Mr. 
Eccles  of  there  being  twelve  such  cases? — Well,  I 
think  there  are  more.  With  regard  to  the  number 
of  electors  added  on  account  of  people  who  live  out- 
side now,  but  are  ratepayers  already,  I think  that  in 
most  cases  where  fine  houses  have  been  built — Mr. 
Anderson  is  a ratepayer,  Mr.  Gibbon,  Mr.  M'Laughlin, 
and  Mr.  Heney,  and  all  the  people  who  live  in  Clif- 
ton-terrace,  where  there  are  a dozen  houses — eight  or 
nine  in  a row,  and  several  detached  houses — I don’t 
know  almost  a fine  house  outside  that  are  not  rate- 


payers within,  so  that  it  is  just  a feeling  of 
interest  in  having  the  town  extended. 

249.  You  are  not  a Commissioner?— Not  nn 
was  from  1849  to  1874. 


joint 
w.  i 


250.  What  would  you  think  about  taking  up 
roads? — I am  quite  with  the  Commissioners*  I 
liave  always  felt  that  it  would  be  au  immense  ad- 
vantage to  the  town,  and  I feel  very  strongly  that  the 
town  that  is  called  upon  to  pay  heavy  rates  in 
addition  to  the  county-cess  has  a fan-  claim  tn  1» 
excluded. 


251.  And  have  charge  of  its  own  roads?— Yes. 
Because  there  is  no  question  the  amount  they  contri- 
bute to  the  county  is  somewhere  about  nearly  double. 
It  is  at  least  one-third  more  than  all  it  would  cost 
them  to  carry  on  their  improvements  aud  pay  their 
proportion  of  the  county-at-large  charges.  Anri  j 
think  the  town  has  a clear  right  to  be  excluded  from 
that  considering  that  those  outside  portions  are  free 
from  all  the  town  rates,  and  that  they  get  very  large 
advantages  when  they  come  to  visit  Coleraine.  I 
advised  the  town  people  here  and  they  were  unani- 
mous in  going  before  the  Grand  Jury,  and  I advised 
them  not  to  go,  knowing  the  feeling  of  some  of  the 
Grand  Jurors,  that  it  would  not  be  at  all  successful. 
The  town  has  been  undertaking  some  very  important 
works  such  as  waterworks  and  the  improvement  of  the 
river,  and  it  was  on  account  of  the  cost  of  those  works 
that  some  proceedings  were  not  taken  before.  "We 
have  really  had  enough  in  hands. 

252.  Don’t  you  think  the  taking  up  of  the  roads 
will  pay  itself? — I think  it  would  be  a great  saving, 
but  the  Commissioners  had  plenty  to  do,  and  we  have 
successfully,  I am  glad  to  say,  earned  out  the  other 
undertakings,  and  now  their  hands  are  clear  for 
taking  up  this  subject,  which  is  most  important  for 
them.  It  is  most  valuable  for  a town  like  this  to  have 
£650  coming  in  to  aid  the  rates,  and  the  outsiders  who 
participate  in  that  would  immediately  become  part 
owners  of  this  estate  which  now  exclusively  belongs  to 
the  ratepayers  within  the  municipal  boundary.  This 
extension  would  not  be  anything  at  all  like  the  same 
as  the  Parliamentary  borough,  which  was  fixed  in  a 
veiy  peculiar  way  apparently — at  least  it  looks  so 
now.  And  I suppose  the  interests  that  existed  at  the 
time  of  the  fixing  of  the  borough  boundary.  I don't 
wish  to  find  any  fault  with  it,  but  it  is  very  peculiar. 


Mr.  John  Gribbon,  examined. 


253.  Yon  are  not  living  in  the  town  at  present? — 
No,  I live  on  the  Portstewart  road. 

254..  You  would  be  taken  in  by  the  proposed 
extension  ? — Yes. 

255.  And  you  are  a large  ratepayer  in  the  town?— 
Yes. 

256.  What  is  yonr  feeling?— I think  it  should  be 
extended  for  the  benefit  of  all — for  instance  we  have 
been  trying  to  get  the  water  up  there ; it  would  be 
worth  all  the  difference. 

257.  How  are  you  supplied  with  water  at  present? 
— Wells  and  open  spouts,  which  are  supposed  to  be 
sometimes  slightly  contaminated  with  sewage. 

258.  Do  you  think  this  extension  goes  far  enough? 
— I think  it  goes  far  enough.  My  idea  is  that  for 
many  years  this  would  include  all  the  buildings  aronnd. 
Beyond  it  is  agricultural  ground,  and  my  view  was 
that  the  Commissioners  wished  to  avoid 'all  unneces- 
sary expense  as  far  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  give  service  to  all. 

259.  They  wish  to  accomodate  all  land  built  upon, 
or  likely  to  be  built  on  ? — Yes.  As  to  the  population) 
in  1861  it  was  a little  under  6,000  j in  1871  it  was  a 


little  over  6,000.  I think  there  is  an  increase  of  close- 
on  600  in  the  ten  years. 

260.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  increase  since?— I 
think  it  has  gone  on  since  then. 

261.  Do  you  think  the  other  gentlemen  living  at 
Olifton-terrace  would  agree  with  you  ? — Yes,  they  all 
agree. 

262.  You  are  the  owner  of  property  in  the  town 
and  outside,  both  ? — Yes,  I never  heard  anyone  express- 
themselves  against  it. 

263.  You  are  not  a Commissioner? — No. 

264.  Mr.  Cotton. — Will  we  have  no  evidence  by  the- 
Irish  Society  ? — 

Mr.  Daniel  Taylor,  M.P. — I saw  the  Governor  of  the 
Society,  a few  days  ago,  as  to  the  extension  of  the  town 
and  he  said  they  had  no  objection — that  it  was  a matter 
entirely  for  the  people  living  within  the  area  that  was 
to  be  included.  Whatever  their  wish  was,  the  Society 
were  perfectly  satisfied  with,  of  course  the rates i are 
all  paid  by  the  tenants,  and  the  property  is  held  by 
perpetuity,  so  that  the  Society  would  not  be  touebe  . 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 
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ARMAGH.— JULY  25th,  1879. 

[Before  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson.] 
Mr.  Thomas  George  Peel  examined, 
are  the  Town  Clerk  of  struck  a 9c?.  rate  for  the 


1 Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  the  Town  Clerk  of 
Armagh  1 — I am. 

o jjow-  long  have  you  filled  the  position  ? — Since 
the  7th  of  April  hist. 

3 The  town  is  under  the  9th  of  George  IV.,  chap. 
32  ? — It  is,  sir. 


struck  a 9c?.  rate  for  the  Is.,  because  they  didn’t 
want  the  whole  of  the  funds. 

27.  And  that  9<?.  rate  was  sufficient  up  to  this 
August  1 — Yes,  sir,  sufficient. 

28.  Besides  that  Is.  have  you  any  sanitary  rate  1 
— Wc  have  a lc?.  rate  and  always  have  had  from  the 


-4.  When  was  it  placed  under  the  Act  ? — In  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1874. 
rear  1833.  29.  That  is  up  to  1874  or  since  1874?— Since 

' 5.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town? — There  are  269  1874. 

acres  within  the  municipal  boundary.  30.  You  have  had  a sanitary  rate  of  lc?.  in  addition 

6.  And  what  is  the  population  ? — 9,600.  to  the  Is.  ? — Yes. 

7.  That  is  according  to  the  census  of  1871  ? — 31.  What  was  that  used  for,  what  was  that  expen- 

Yes.  ded  on? — Sanitary  purposes;  the  payment  of  the 

R.  Do  you  know  whether  the  population  has  been  salaries  of  the  sanitary  staff — the  sanitary  medical 
increasing  or  diminishing  since  then,  can  you  put  the  officer,  the  sub-sanitary  officer,  the  executive  sanitary 


increase  at  any  definite  figure,  would  you  say  it  lias 
been  1,000  ? — Should  say  there  has  been  about  an  in- 
crease of  300  from  the  number  of  houses  built,  giving 
five  to  each  house,  which  is  a fair  average. 


officer,  and  the  other  expenses  connected  with  the 
working  of  the  Sanitary  Acts. 

32.  Yes,  but  that  is  not  enough  to  do  any  extensive 
works  of  drainage  or  water  works  ? — No,  sir ; it  only 


9.  What  is  the  valuation? — The  valuation  that  we  amounted  to  a sum  of  .£68. 

tax  upon  is  £15,712.  33.  Would  you  now  kindly  give  me  the  poor  rate  ? 

10.  Is  that  increasing  year  by  year? — It  is  in-  — The  poor  rate  in  1S78  was  Is.;  in  1877,  10c?.  ; 

creasing  with  the  number  of  houses  gradually,  but  in  1876,  8c?.;  in  1875,  10c?.;  and  in  1874,  Is. 
very  slightly  i-mlpss  within  the  last  two  years.  34.  And  what  was  the  county  cess  ? — In  1878  it 

11.  I°see  the  valuation  in  1876  is  put  down  in  Mr.  was  Is.  7c?.,  the  two  levies  of  the  county  cess. 

O’Brien’s  report  as  £17,000,  so  that  it  has  gone  down  35.  Yes,  I wish  you  to  give  me  the  gross  amount 
very  much,  how  is  that? — That  must  include  town-  of  the  two  levies  ?— Well,  in  1878  the  gross  amount 
lands  of  the  Corporation,  which  we  don’t  include  in  of  the  two  levies  was  Is.  7c?. ; in  1877,  it  was  Is.  6c?.  ; 
the  municipal  boundary.  The  Parliamentary  boun-  in  1876,  it  was  Is.  7c?.;  in  1S75  Is.  7c?.;  and  in 
dary  is  larger  than  the  municipal  in  certain  places.  1874  Is.  7c?. 

Mr.  O’Brien  has  taken  his  report  from  the  Clerk  of  36.  How  many  Commissioners  have  you  ? — 21. 


the  Union  and  not  from  us.  We  don’t  go  beyond  the 
streets. 

12.  Oh,  yes,  but  is  the  £15,712  the  valuation  oftlie 


36.  How  many  Commissioners  have  you  ? — 21. 

37.  How  many  voters  have  you  on  your  municipal 
list? — 572  on  the  municipal  list. 

38.  Of  those  how  many  are  qualified  to  sit  as  Corn- 


portion  upon  which  you  strike  rates  ? — The  portion  missioners  if  elected  ? — About  fifty.  We  have  more 


upon  which  we  struck  the  last  rate. 

13.  It  has  as  would  appear  from  this  return  gone 
down  £1,200  since? — Not  at  all;  it  has  increased. 


than  that  in  the  parliamentary. 

39.  I don’t  want  the  parliamentary  at  all,  I have 
nothing  to  say  to  it.  How  is  the  town  lighted?— 


14.  It  lias  increased  something?— Yes;  our  revenue  We  have  230  lamps  through  the  town. 


has  increased ; therefore  it  must  have  increased. 


40.  Is  it  lit  by  contract  with  the  ; 


15.  Mr.  O'Brien  has  also  got  the  population,  S, 946?  We  pay  them  by  the  thousand,  by  meter. 

— Well  that  is  a mistake.  41.  How  many  lamps  are  there  that  each  have  a 

16.  And  the  area,  1,092  ?— That  includes  the  town-  meter  ? — 20  lamps  ; we  have  the  meters  atuated  in 
land  of  Corporation.  There  is  790  acres  of  the  town-  different  parts  of  the  town— the  low  and  high  parts 
land  of  Corporation  that  is  not  in  the  municipality.  of  the  tow,  and  the  average  of  those  meters  is  taken. 

IT.  You  have  no  wards! — No.  42.  You  have  twenty  metres,  and  how  many  lamps 

18.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  town  ? — In  also  ? — 230  altogether. 


the  Armagh  electoral  division. 

19.  Entirely? — Entirely,  sir. 

20.  Will  you  give  me  the  rates  struck  for  thelastfive 


43.  How  much  per  thousand  feet  are  you  charged  ? 
— Last  year  it  was  5s. 

44.  And  what  is  the  current  price  ? — It  is  the  same. 


-m.  will  you  give  me  me  races  scracK  iov  meiiisouve  --------------  i.  . 

years,  at  M.  9 d.  and  Is.,  of  course  you  always  have  They  charge  us  less  than  they  do  the  townspeople, 
three  rates?- Yes  sir.  45.  Would  you  kindly  tell  me  what  are  the  two 

21.  But  give  me  the  maximum  rate?-The  maxi-  prices?— I don’t  know  exactly  the  town  price,  as 

mum  rate  in  1874— we  strike  three  rates  on  three  don’t  burn  gas  myself.  5s.  5 d.,  I believe,  is  the  to 

valuations.  price.  . . , Vilo 

22.  And  Is.  is  the  highest  ?- Yes.  46.  5s.  is  vom-  price,  at  J^Thev  are 

23.  Has  it  been  Is.  always  ?-Yes;  except  last  47.  And  ore  the  lamps 

year  when  we  had  only  a portion  of  the  year-it  was  lighted  for  seven  monffis  during  the  wintei  for  seven 


valuations.  . . , . » \r ,, 

22.  And  Is.  is  the  highest  ?- Yes.  46.  5s.  is  vom-  price,  at  J^Thev  are 

23.  Has  it  been  U always!— Yes;  except  last  4T.  And  are  tie  lamps  i always  5™ 

ytat  when  we  bad  only  a portion  of  tie  year-it  was  lighted  for  seven  months  during  the  wrote  for  seven 

“TftlSTSey  SISiS  during  September, 

24.  Wait  until  I understand  that.  In  1878  was  it!  Oototer, November ^IfthSmbX 

Yes  September  on  for  seven  months,  except  tnoae  mgnts 

25.  Yon  have  given  in  the  reply  here  !-In  1S70  on  which  there  are  full  moons. 

it  should  be,  it  i?  for  1878-9.  We  are  now  striking  49.  Nor  what  “e  to 

for  1879  on  the  first  Monday  in  August.  . generally;  when  are  tfe^oleSght 

26.  Then  it  is  last  year.  Has  there  been  a lower  rtmrise^ontmnondybrimns >e 

rate  than  Is.  i_TLe  rate  that  we  should  have  struck  50.  How  >s  the  town  sppp  abo^t  ,T0 

last  August  we  wei-e  not  able  to  strike  in  consequence  have  a reservoir  c - ’ 

Of  a municipal  disturbance  in  the  town.  The  Cor-  a half  miles  rom  suunlv  1 It  rives  us  a 

poration  disputed  the  validity  of  an  election,  and  51.  Does  a e lately  extended  it  nearly 

they  didn’t  strike  a rate  until  March,  and  then  they  very  large  supply.  We  have  lately  extenaeoit  ne  , 
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six  acres,  at  a cost  of  over  £1,000  in  tlie  purchase  of 
5.  land,  and  the  works  which  the  Commissioners  have 
executed. 

52.  The  Commissioners  are  "Water  Commissioners 
under  another  Act? — Yes,  they  are  Water  Commis- 
sioners under  two  other  Acts. 

53.  Canyon  give  me  the  names  and  the  titles  of 
those  Acts? — Yes,  I can:  the  29th  of  George  III., 
chap.  42. 

54.  In  what  year  was  that  Act  passed  ? — 1789. 

55.  That  is  the  first  Water  Act? — Yes. 

56.  And,  now,  what  is  the  title  of  the  amending 
Act? — The  34th  of  George  III.,  chap.  9,  passed  in  the 
year  1794. 

57.  And  it  is  under  those  two  Acts  that  the  water 
has  been  supplied  and  charged  for  ? — Under  those  two 
Acts  they  raised  the  money  originally ; and  there  were 
several  sums  of  money  contributed  by  the  members  of 
Parliament  and  by  Lady  Primrose.  Lady  Primrose, 

I believe,  gave  £2,000  towards  it,  and  the  late  Lord 
Primate  Beresford  gave  a large  sum,  and  also  gave 
ground  free  of  rent  to  the  Commissioners,  that  he  had 
under  the  See,  and  we  represent  the  old  Commis- 
sioners. 

58.  Do  you  strike  a special  water  rate  ? — We  strike 
no  tax,  but  a rate ; that  is,  it  is  a private  contract 
rather  than  a tax. 

59.  How  is  that  ? — A number  of  houses  that  do  not 
take  the  water  are  not  taxed. 

60.  I see ; it  is  optional  with  a man  to  take  the 
water,  but  if  he  does  he  pays  the  tax  ? — Yes. 

61.  What  public  supply  have  you  ? — Fountains 
through  the  town ; but  the  Commissioner’s  complain 
that  they  have  not  the  power  of  taxing  and  making 
people  take  the  water  who  should  take  it.  A number 
of  respectable  houses  do  not  take  tire  water. 

62.  A number  of  respectable  houses  do  not  pay  for 
having  it  taken  into  the  house  ? — Parties  in  the  town 
take  water  from  their  neighbours,  and  don’t  pay  us  the 
water  tax,  and  we  are  left  deficient  by  this  means  of 
what  we  have  a right  to  get  for  the  use  of  the  water. 

63.  What  is  the  sum  you  charge  the  people  who 
take  the  water  ? — For  houses  tire  sum  we  charge  is 

64.  Per  annum  ? — Yes. 

65.  How  do  you  estimate  the  charge  %— For  houses 

valued  at  £20  and  upwards  the  Commissioners  charge 

£1  5s.  ° 

66.  That  is  under  the  Act  ? — Yes. 

67.  And  what  are  the  other  rates  ?— And  for  houses 
under  £20— a slulhng  in  the  £—5  per  cent,  on  the 
valuation. 

68.  Is  the  supply  sufficient?— Abundant. 

69.  Is  it  high  pressure  ? — The  pressure  is  good  but 
it  might  be  better. 

70.  Does  it  supply  the  highest  parts  of  the  town? 
—It  supplies  the  highest  part  of  the  town— nearly  to 
the  top  of  the  cathedral  that  is  the  highest  part  of 
tue^town.  I have  a map  here  showing  it. 

1 1.  Kindly  allmr  me  to  see  it  1— Certainly.  (The 
witness  then  pomtccl  oat  tlie  plan  of  the  water  supply 
to  the  Commissioners.]  This  map  shows  the  sitnaK 
of  the  res® voir  end  water  works.  This  (pointing)  is 
Lowry  s Lake.  It  is  the  coume  of  the  canal  tkat 
conreys  it  j it  is  not  pipes.  This  is  a liver  until  it 
comes  to  this  point,  and  then  it  is  a mll-reis  which 

C°7t‘y  °"r  then-tins 

is  the  mill.  It  passes  through  the  miU-reis  along  a 
special  conrse  that  we  have  made  for  it,  passing  oyi-  a ■ 
large  water  trough  into  our  special  convtnienSs,  and 
then  it  goes  on  up  and  falls  into  two— basins  we  call 

*5?“*  maPsW™  the  distributing  pipes 
from  that!— This  map  shows  the  distributing  pirns 
from  the  reseryoir  through  the  town.  It  ist  H' 
inch  pipe  from  that  reservoir  down  to  this,  and  until 
it  comes  to  the  comer  of  Collegentreet.  Will  von 

allow  me  to  mention  that  the  Commissioners  cl, 

pained,  and  do  complain,  of  the  position  they  are  placed 
mby  the  analysis  of  the  water.  ThemilitaryauthoritiM  , 


to  whom  we  give  water  had  samples  analyzed  i 
analysis  made  by  the  chemists  at  Netlev  mve!  the 
very  favourable  report  of  the  character  of  0ui\  ?0t 


very  uivuiu.ujiu  report  or  tlie  character  of  onr  ~ 

1 3.  When  was  that  analysis  made?— In 
1878.  Now  we  complain  that  we  have  no  contocHf 
those  courses  which  are  outside  our  boundary,  butare 


inside  the  boundary  of  the  rural  sanitary  autWv 
which  is  the  Board  of  Guardians.  AW  th^’ 
courses  thero  are  a number  of  houses,  ancl  the  Iff 
dents  allow  their  manure,  liquid  manure,  and  otW 
matters  to  go  into  the  river,  especially  here  at  tV 
point  (referring  to  the  map),  in  the  townhuid  of 
Dmmbee  and  Tumascobe. 

74.  And  in  those  outlying  places  yon  say  the 

water  is  polluted,  and  you  have  uo  control  ?— Yes  iti 
seriously  polluted,  and  we  have  no  control.  We  hav 
been  endeavouring  for  years  to  tiy  to  get  it  done  and 
we  cannot.  ’ 

75.  Howi— Pressing  the  people  and  the  guardian, 

to  get  tins  matter  remedied.  ° 

76.  Surely  the  guardians  must  act?  Have  vou 

applied  to  them? — I have  corresponded  with  them 
myself,  and  I was  a member  of  the  Board,  as  well  as 
a Town  Commissioner  before  I became  Town  Clerk  I 
was  a member  from  1863  until  apjiointed  Town  Clerk 
and  I brought  the  matter  before  the  Board,  but  they 
would  not  go  to  the  expense.  The  economy  principle 
was  paramount,  and  they  would  not  go  to  the  expense 
and  they  have  not  done  anything  since.  ' 

77.  Have  you  asked,  or  have  the  Commissioners 
asked  the  guardians  to  stop  the  pollution  ?— We  have 
sir,  repeatedly. 

78.  How  lately? — Well,  sir,  I suppose  this  year. 
Mr.  Wm.  Best  and  I went  out  and  inspected  the 
places.  1 made  a report,  and  then  an  agreement  was 
come  to  that  £20  should  be  given. 

79.  Who  was  this  agreement  by  1— By  the  Water 
Commissioners  who  sent  out  a committee  with  me  to 
inspect  the  place,  complaints  having  been  made  of  its 
being  polluted — of  very  dirty  pollution  from  manure, 
and  then  an  agreement  was  made  that  this  reservoir 
should  he  made  at  one  place. 

SO.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  public  Water 
Commissioners  agreed  to  give  money  for  the  improve- 
ment?—They  agreed  to  pay  half.  They  offered  to 
pay  half  if  the  guardians  paid  the  other  half,  and  that 
has  not  been  done. 

81.  Has  that  offer  been  officially  sent  to  the  guar- 
dians ? — It  was  officially  notified  to  the  guardians. 

82.  And  the  guardians  have  taken  no  action  ? — No, 
sir. 

83.  Was  it  under  the  Public  Health  Act  you  asked 
them  to  pay  ? — It  was ; we  were  the  urban  sanitary 
authority. 

84.  And  they  were  the  authority  for  the  rural  dis- 
trict ? — They  were  the  rural  sanitary  authority,  and 
we  applied  to  them  to  remedy  this,  and  it  has  been 
going  on  since  1874.  Previously  we  had  no  authority 
at  all  to  look  after  sanitary  matters. 

85.  However,  as  a matter  of  fact,  they  have  not 
removed  the  nuisance  ? — They  have  not.  I don’t 
make  any  complaint  against  the  Board,  and  I merely 
mention  the  matter  for  the  purpose  of  having  the 
nuisance  remedied. 

86_.  You  say  that  the  pollution  is  going  on  still? — 
Yes  it  is,  and  very  bad  it  is,  sir. 

87.  Mr.  Robinson. — The  people  of  the  town  are 
aware  of  the  pollution? — Yes,  most  of. them  are.  It 
lias  been  discussed  at  the  Town  Commissioners’  meet- 
ings time  after  time.  What  we  proposed  was — and  I 
have  got  a letter  in  my  hand  on  the  subject — that 
they  should  join  us  under  the  Act  of  1874,  and  make 
us  an  united  district,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
proper  public  water  supply. 

88.  And  was  that  proposed  to  the  guardians  ? — It 
was. 

89.  Mr.  Cotton. — And  what  did  the  guardians 
say  ? — I have  not  got  the  reply  they  made. 

90.  Mr.  Robinson. — Is  it  still  under  their  considera- 
tion ? — It  is. 
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91.  Mr.  Cotton. — Did  the  guardians  apply  to  the 

Local  Government  Board  to  be  made  a united  district  ? 
—Theysent  a report — that  was  before  my  time  as  Town 
Clerk— I was  a Commissioner  then — they  sent  a copy 
of  their  minutes 

92.  Did  they  apply  to  be  made  a united  district? — 

They  did  not  officially.  They  applied  to  the  guardians 
to  agree,  and  when  they  didn’t  agree,  as  it  required 
the  consent  of  both  parties 

93.  I don’t  think  so.  [The  Commissioner  then 
referred  to  the  Act  of  Parliament.]  It  appears  to  me 
that  anyone  of  tire  authorities  may  apply  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  form  them  into  a united  dis- 
trict or  hoard  whether  the  others  like  it  or  not  ? — I 
dare  say.  Here  is  a resolution  relating  to  another 
case  in  the  same  way,  passed  in  1875,  and  if  you  read 
it  you  will  find  that  it  is  on  the  same  subject.  It  is  a 
copy  of  a minute  from  the  minute-book  I have  before 
me. 

9-1.  The  Commissioner  read  the  resolution : — 

“On  the  21st  June,  1875,  the  following  resolution  was 
passed : — ‘ Resolved — That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board 
the  Poor  Law  Guardians  of  Armagh  Union  should  dis- 
charge the  duty  devolving  upon  that  Board  as  a rural  sani- 
tary authority,  and  cleanse  the  foul  drains  which  surround 
Armagh,  but  over  which- the  Urban  Sanitary  "Board  of 
Armagh  have  no  control ; that  it  seems  strange  to  this 
Board  while  sanitary  affairs  are  attended  to  in  the  towns  of 
Ready,  Market  Hill,  Charlemont,  and  Armagh,  the  rural 
district  should  be  treated  in  an  exceptional  ^manner,  and 
the  attention  of  the  Local  Government  Board  is  again 
called  to  the  existence  of  the  nuisances  which  are  yet  un- 
removed.’” 

That  is  not  an  application  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  he  formed  into  a united  district  ? — Well,  sir, 
there’s  the  resolution,  and  here  is  another  resolution 
passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Armagh  Town  Commis- 
sioners, held  on  the  7th  of  September,  1874: — 

_ “ Resolved — That  the  clerk  of  the  Commissioners  be 
directed  to  communicate  with  the  Board  of  Guardians  of 
the  Armagh  union,  also  if  necessary  witli  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  regarding  the  formation  of  a sanitary  district 
of  the  electoral  division  of  Armagh  into  one  district  for 
sanitary  purposes  ; the  Town  Commissioners  being  of 
opinion  that  as  said  electoral  division  is  almost  all  em- 
braced within  the  municipal  boundary,  it  is  desirable  for 
the  proper  carrying  out  of  the  sanitary  laws  for  the  Town 
Commissioners  to  have  control  over  the  adjoining  town- 
lands." 

95.  Was  application  then  made  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  ? — I cannot  say  exactly  whether  a 
copy  of  that  resolution  was  sent  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  but  I believe  it  was  sent.  At  all  events 
it  went  on  the  mimites  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  a 
copy  of  which  they  get  once  a week. 

90.  It  appeai-s  to  me  that  if  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners applied  to  be  made  a united  district  with  the 
guardians  for  this  surrounding  district,  the  Local 
Government  Board  would  entertain  the  question 
whether  the  guardians  agreed  to  it  or  not  ? — We  have 
had  no  communication  with  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  the  matter. 

97.  You  wanted  to  make  the  electoral  division 
the  sanitary  district  ? — We  did. 

98.  Lowry’s  Lake,  and  where  those  basins  are  situ- 
ated appear  to  me  to  be  outside  the  electoral  division  ? 
—Not  all. 

99.  Describe  the  portion  that  lies  outside? — A 
portion  of  Ballinahonemore. 

100.  Is  that  Ballinahonemore  the  only  exception? 
It  is  not  in  the  electoral  division. 

101.  One  great  source  of  contamination  was  close 
beside  Lowry’s  Lake?— That  is  the  chief  cause  of 
complaint. 

1 02.  Mr.  Robinson. — And  that  would  he  outside 
your  jurisdiction  if  you  adopt  the  district  you  suggest  ? 
—It  would. 

. 103.  Mr.  Cotton. — Would  it  not  he  better  to  take 
in  the  whole  district  where  the  contamination  comes 
from  ? — We  think  it  would  be  too  far,  for  that  extends 
out  two  and  a half  miles. 


275 


1U4.  I do  not  see  that  by  taking  in  the  district  vou 
now  propose  you  would  stop  the  evil  you  now  ex- 
plain of?— We  would  stop  part  of  the  evil,  because 
there  is  a portion  of  that  trough  there  that  we  have 
to  keep  the  mam  connecting  that— clean,  and  we 

,Ar^b  to*Uov  the  "’aste  caused  by  them  rape. 

Era™-A»<I  a>  tl>e  peopll* 
pollute  the  stream  use  it  themselves?-  No  • they  have 
a scl?eme  for  filtering  beds,  and  we 
laised  A 1,000  to  complete  improvements  at  the  lake 
and  the  filtering  beds  near  the  town— at  the  basins’ 
and  we  got  a contract  for  £600  for  doing  the  work’ 
and  we  had  everything  ready  to  go  on  with  the  works 
here,  until  the  frost  that  was  so  severe  dining  the 
past  winter  forced  a tremendous  amount  of  pipes  and 
caused  a large  expenditure  of  monev,  and  the  money 
we  had  for  the  filtering  beds;  we  had  a large  expendi- 
tme  m the  purchase  of  pipes,  and  the  laving  down  of 
new  pipes  from  the  loss  of  the  others;  and  then  we 
wanted  to  pay  off  debenture  holders,  and  to  get  money 
from  the  Board  of  Works  for  the  payment  of  the 
debenture  holders  and  the  completion  of  the  new 
works;  but  it  appears  that  the  Board  of  Works  will 
not  give  any  money  to  pay  off  a debt,  and  the  thin- 
remains  just  in  that  position. 

10G.  Mr.  Cotton.— What  were  the  lake  improve- 
ments that  you  were  going  to  make?— We  took  in 
five  and  a half  acres  in  order  to  give  a larger  quantity, 
and  we  took  away  some  bad  drains  outside,  and  then 
we  had  to  build  up  a large  quantity  of  earthwork  and 
buildings,  and  that  new  key-house  cost  £601. 

107.  The  works  were  begun  when  you  applied  for 
the  money  to  the  Board  of  Works  ?— 1 The  work  was 
begun  and  we  were  getting  on  with  it,  when  we  had 
to  purchase  pipes  and  lay  them  down  in  place  of 
broken  pipes  in  consequence  of  frost.  I think  we 
have  power  to  compel  the  Board  of  Guardians  by  sum- 
mary legal  process  to  make  them  do  their  work;  hut 
we  don’t  want  to  go  to  that  extremity. 

10S.  You  never  took  proceedings  ?— We  did  not. 
I wrote  to  them  the  other  day,  calling  their  attention 
to  the  mode  in  which  they  should  do  their  duty. 
That  letter  is  dated  May  26th,  1879. 

109.  You  wrote  drawing  their  attention,  and  tell- 
ing them  that  they  could  be  compelled  to  do  it  !— 
Yes ; compelled  to  do  certain  work  and  not  this 
alone. 


110.  Besides  the  pollution  of  the  supply  of  water 
is  there  attiring  else  for  which  a joint  sanitary  dis- 
trict would  he  desirable  ?— Yes ; for  sanitary  purposes 
generally.  We  Lave  a large  quantity  of  drains  into 
which  a large  quantity  of  sewage  matter  runs  and 
remains,  and  those  drains  were  not  cleaned  out  for  a 
considerable  time. 

111.  Have  you  any  map  showing  the  drains  of  the 
town? — No,  sir;  we  have  no  maps  of  the  outside 
portions  of  the  town. 

112.  Have  you  no  map  showing  the  sewers  inside 
the  municipal  boundary  ? — We  have  a large  map  that 
we  got  made  within  the  last  twelve  months. 

113.  Does  it  show  each  of  the  drains? — Yes ; each 
drain  within  our  own  boundary. 

114.  Can  you  describe  the  general  system  of 
drainage  and  where  the  drains  run  to  ? — There  are  a 
number  of  drains  down  each  street. 

115.  Where  do  they  run  to? — This  is  English-street 
(pointing  to  the  map) — this  portion  of  the  city. 

116.  Is  that  north,  south,  east,  or  west? — It  is  east 
and  north. 

117.  The  east  and  north  parts  of  the  town? — Yes ; 
and  a portion  of  the  west. 

118.  Those  portions  drain  into  the  river? — Yes : 
they  drain  into  the  river.  That  is  called  the  Dirty 
River,  and  it  goes  along  past  the  Court-house  into  the 
Callan. 

119.  Is  that  a running  stream? — Yes;  and  it  carries 
away  a quantity  of  the  sewage  of  that  part  of  the 
town,  but  not  alL 

120.  Where  does  the  rest  go  ? — The  rest  goes  in  the 
infirmary  direction. 

2 N 2 
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Abmach.  121.  Is  that  to  the  north? — More  in  the  direction 
July  35,  1870.  of  the  north ; it  goes  into  two  or  three  old  wide  sewers 
Mr  tT  —open  sewers. 

Peel,  ' 122.  Where  do  they  run  to? — They  don t run  any- 

where ; the  sewage  mattev  consolidates  there,  but  the 
surface  water  finds  its  way  to  the  Callan  river,  but  the 
solid  matter  is  left  there  still. 

123.  Are  those  wide  ditches  in  fields? — Yes. 

124.  In  fact  they  are  long  cesspools? — Yes;  they 
are  long  cesspools. 

125.  Are  they  within  the  municipal  boundary? — 
No,  sir ; they  are  outside  it. 

126.  Is  it  for  the  purpose  of  getting  control  over 
them  among  other  things  that  you  would  wish  to  have 
a united  district? — Yes ; that  is  what  we  proposed  in 
our  resolutions. 

1 27.  Did  you  ever  ask  the  guardians  to  do  anything 
with  that  part  of  their  drainage? — We  have  asked 
them  to  clean  them  out. 

128.  And  what  did  they  do? — They  said  that  if  we 
would  pay  half  they  would  pay  the  other  half. 

129.  What  was  done  with  the  stuff? — The  stuff 
was  given  to  the  parties  owning  the  fields  around  the 
ditches. 

130.  Supposing  you  were  a joint  district,  and  you 
should  have  a voice  in  the  matter,  what  would  you  do 
yourself  if  you  had  the  control? — I think  they  should 
be  cleaned  out  every  three  months — those  drains. 
The  gases  arising  from  fermentation  during  the  summer 
months  are  the  chief  cause  of  complaint  with  us. 

131.  Are  those  fields  beyond  the  railway? — No; 
they  are  this  side  of  the  railway. 

132.  Between  the  railway  and  the  college? — No; 
they  are  not ; they  are  more  north. 

133.  They  cannot  be  more  north ; it  is  more  west. 
(Referring  to  the  map.)  I see  a lane  running  down — 
you  know  the  bridge  carrying  the  railway  over  the 
Callan  river? — Yes. 

134.  Are  the  fields  near  that  at  all? — If  you  allow 
me  I will  show  you  where  they  are.  (Pointing  4o 
map.)  You  will  see  that  between  the  infirmary  and 
the.  convent  there  are  several  of  those  open  stagnant 
chains  into  which  the  sewage  of  that  portion  of  the 
city  runs. 

135.  And.  it  has  no  course? — None,  except  when 
the  water  rises  to  a certain  level  it  runs  into  the 
Callan  river.  The  drains  are  very  bad  and  foul  there. 
(Pointing  to  map.) 

136.  Where  is  that — is  it  outside  the  municipal 
boundary?— It  is,  sir.  It  is  in  the  field  adjoining 
and  to  the  south  of  the  Charter  school,  where  there  are 
more  of  those  drains. 

137.  Is  that  within  the  limits  of  the  boundary? 

No,  sir ; that  is  outside  our  boundary. 

138.  Are  there  any  other  places  where  similar  bad 
drams  exist  ?— In  that  direction.  That  is  all  we  have. 
We  have  the  sewage  matter  of  a large  portion  of  Irish- 
street,  Ogle-street,  Dobbyn-street,  and  it  runs  down 
die  boundary  of  the  Palace  Demesne,  and  inside  the 
Palace  Demeshe,  until  it  comes  in  at  the  rere  of 
Dobbyn-street— at  the  rere  of  the  Royal  Hotel 

a does  ifc  «°  then  1 — Along  and’  across 

Scott-street,  down  to  the  Mall,  and  goes  on  down  here 
to  the  end  of  this  court-house. 

140.  Where  does  it  run  to  then?—' That  is  what  I 
have  been  describing ; it  runs  on  down  into  the  Callan 
— m fact,  it  runs  nearly  round  the  town 

T ynlihJT?  drTa£  °f  thL Part  of  tte  town  about 
Inah-street  runs  by  Gallows  Hill  towards  the  demesne  ? 
— It  rises  at  the  foot  of  Gallows  Hill 

142.  It  nras  by  Gallows  Hill,  to  the  demesne  »t 
the  inside  of  the  demesne  wall,  in  , parti,  roTOed 
and  partly  open  sewer.  Is  that  right  ? — Yes  • but 
before  you  go  into  the  demesne  wall  there  ia  a siious 

°f  tho“  0r“  drains — in  the  orchard 

of  Mrs.  M'Canu. 

143.  In  the  orchard  it  is  open,  and  then  it  enters 

the  demesne,  and  goes  a partly  covered  and  partlv 
open  sewer,  until  it  goes  to  the  rere  of  the  Royal 
school? — Yes.  J 


144.  Then  it  is  covered  in  the  Mall  to  the  , 

the  Court-house? — Yes.  en^  °f 

145.  And  then  it  goes  round  by  the  naril.%,  , 
past  the  pavilion.  Is  that  covered?— No^t  is 

116.  Is  it  open  at  the  paTiliont-jS 
house  goes  it  is  covered.  . tne 

147.  And  then  flora  that  it  goes  down  b, 

lunatic  asylum  (—Through  the  grounds  of  theasiC, 
It  does  not  go  near  the  asylum.  J 

148.  Is  it  open!— No;  ibis  covered  there,  u, 
all  covered,  very  little  open. 

149.  Is  it  open  from  the  pavilion  to  the  railway  ?_ 

150.  And  from  the  railway  to  the  lunatic  asylum 
it  is  covered  ?— No,  it  is  not ; for  it  passes  Mr.  M‘CiWs 
Mill  at  Gillis,  and  he  avails  himself  of  the  water  for 
machinery  purposes. 

151.  Is  it  between  the  two  railways  that  the  mill 
is  ? — It  is  not  between  both  railways ; it  is  between 
the  lunatic  asylum  and  the  station-house. 

152.  And  it  is  fed  by  the  water  of  the  sewers?— Fed 
by  the  water  carried  away  ; fed  by  the  water  of  the 
sewer. 

153.  The  water  that  supplies  the  mill  is  the  sameat 
Ballinahonemore  ? — No  sir,  it  does  not  go  there  at  all. 
That  is  another  mill. 

154.  Is  it  near  the  railway? — It  is,  sir. 

15b.  And  that  is  outside  your  jurisdiction  i~ Yes 
it  is. 


156.  You  have  no  control  over  that,  and  yon  would 
desire  to  be  a joint  hoard  for  the  purpose  of  having 
control  over  that  ? — Yes,  sir ; if  we  had  authority  we. 
would  get  the  work  done. 

157.  In  replying  to  one  of  the  queries  we  submitted 
to  you,  you  say  the  Town  Commissioners  would  recom- 
mend an  extension  of  the  boundary  ? — Yes. 

158.  Is  there  any  resolution  of  the  Commissioners 
on  the  subject? — They  passed  no  formal  resolution. 

159.  And  you  are  enabled  to  speak  to  what  you 
believe  to  be  the  feeling  of  the  Commissioners? — Yes. 
From  what  I know  after  consulting  them. 

160.  What  extension  do  they  consider  would  be  a 
proper  one  ? — They  consider  it  would  be  most  desirable 
if  they  could  have  their  area  extended  to  the  electoral 
division,  except  the  two  townlands  of  Ballyrea  and 
Ballyrath. 

161.  Any  other? — No,  sir. 

162.  On  wliat  grounds  was  it  that  they  wished  for 
that  extension  ? — They  desire  it,  first,  on  account  of 
the  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  town  ; they  want  to 
get  control  over  those  drains  in  several  portions  of  the 
sanitary  district.  Then  there  are  a number  of  houses 
outside  our  present  boundary,  but  immediately  in  the 
town,  I may  say,  and  they  get  all  the  advantages  of 
the  town  and  pay  no  town  taxes. 

163.  Mr.  Robinson. — What  class  of  houses  are 
they? — Very  good  houses;  generally  good  houses. 
Some  of  them  are  middling. 

164.  Will  you  let  me  see  any  resolution  defining 
the  boundary  ? — There  is  no  resolution  defining  the 
present  boundary.  We  tax  as  far  as  we  light,  watch, 
and  cleanse. 

165.  You  must  have  had  a limit  originally,  surely. 
Have  you  the  first  minute  book  of  the  Commissioners  ? 
— Yes,  I have  the  first  minute  book  here. 

' 1 66.  Is  there  any  resolution  in  it  defining  the  limits? 
— Nothing  defining  the  limits  of  the  town ; only  as 
far  as  they  light,  watch,  and  cleanse. 

167.  What  is  the  document  you  have  in  your  hand  1 
— This  is  a copy  of  a resolution  indicating  those  town- 
lands,  Ballinahonemore  and  all  those  towxdands. 

168.  Let  me  read  it? — (Resolution  handed  to  Mr. 
Cotton  who  read  it.) 

169.  Mr.  Robinson. — Has  there  been  any  alteration 
of  the  boundary  since  then  1 — Yes,  there  has. 

170.  Mr.  Cotton. — The  thing  is  as  clear  as  possible ; 
you  have  done  it  in  the  most  complete  way.  On  the 
9th  of  December,  1833,  it  was  unanimouslyresolved : 

_ “That  the  Commissioners  do  determine  the  limits  of  the 
city  and  suburbs,  and  particulars  thereof  respectively,  to 
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which  the  purposes  of  the  Act  shall  extend,  to  be  as 
follows •’ 

And  then  the  limits  are  shortly  defined.  Surely  that’ 
is  defining  the  limits  7 — Yes,  but  they  had  to  withdraw 
that  and  get  counsel’s  opinion,  as  it  is  further  on  stated 
in  the  book. 

171.  Anri  will  you  tell  me  why  they  had  to  with- 

it  i They  had  no  power  under  the  9th  George 

IY  chapter  82,  to  levy  a rate  or  exercise  any  authority 
beyond  where  they  lighted  and  cleansed,  and  they 
declined  to  take  the  responsibility  of  lighting  and 
cleansing  it  more  than  to  those  places. 

172.  Once  they  defined  their  limits  I do  not  see 
how  they  had  any  power  to  alter  them.  Where  was 
counsel’s  opinion  taken  ; have  you  any  memorandum 
0f  ^ | -I  have  not,  but  it  is  in  that  book.  It  is  a very 

long  opinion. 

["Witnes  handed  in  a copy  of  a resolution  defining 
the  boundaries  from  the  minutes  of  the  Commissioners 
of  December  9th,  1833.] 

173.  That  resolution  is  to  the  effect  that  the  Com- 
missioners cannot  strike  a rate  where  they  do  not  do 
any  work1? — Yes. 

174.  You  have  certain  limits  defined  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  December,  1833,  and  there  is  a certain  boun- 
dary, and  when  the  town  extended  out  in  that  direc- 
tion you  could  extend  the  lighting  and  cleansing  in 
that  direction,  and  then  rate  them1? — Yes. 

175.  And  if  the  town  extended  out  beyond  the 
limits  laid  down  here  you  could  not  tax  them,  even  if 
they  extended  7— That  is  so.  When  we  put  up  lamps 
beyond  the  entrances  to  the  new  houses  or  in  the 
houses,  then  we  bring  those  houses  within  the  muni- 
cipal boundary  and  tax  them. 

176.  It  is  not  within  the  municipal  boundary  you 
bring  them,  but  within  the  rating  district.  They  are 
within  the  municipal  boundary  before  that  or  you 
could  not  do  it.  Don’t  you  see  that  the  limits  to 
which  the  Acts  apply  are  defined,  on  the  first  occasion 
of  the  Commissioners’  meeting,  and  if  there  is  no 
building  going  on  within  that  district,  and  you  provide 
them  with  gas,  water,  and  so  on,  you  can  tax  them  but 
above  that,  for  any  building  outside  that  limit,  then  if 
you  gave  them  water  you  could  not  tax  them  7 — We 
are  under  the  Act  that  only  applies  to  cities.  That 
is  for  the  water. 

177.  I am  talking  of  lighting  and  cleansing.  Ihe 
application  of  the  9th  of  George  IV.  applies  to  ihe 
whole  boundary,  provided  there  are  buildings.  Of 
course,  you  cannot  tax  people  under  the  9th  of  George 
IV.  except  you  give  them  lighting  and  cleansing  7— 
We  have  followed  that  practice. 

178.  Is  that  the  boundary  shown  upon  this  map- 
do  you  know  7 — Yes. 

179.  The  brown  boundary  7— Yes. 

180.  But  do  the  Town  Commissioners  want  to  have 
that  extended! — They  thought  they  could  extend  it  to 
take  in  the  portion  of  the  electoral  division  that  was 
not  included.  This  they  thought  was  fair. 

181.  And  the  places  you  showed  me  where  those 

drains  were— are  they  within  the  present  limits  of  the 
municipal  boundary  7— They  are  if  we  had  any  houses 
built  there — if  the  premises  extended  so  far,  but  they 
do  not.  . 

182.  Our  extending  the  boundary  would  not  give 
yon  any  power  more  than  you  have  at  present  7— 
Your  extending  the  boundary  would  give  us  authority 
over  those  fields  over  which  we  have  no  authority  at 


183.  You  have  just  as  much  authority  over  them 
now  as  we  could  give  you  because  they  are  wrthm 
your  boundary  7— They  are  inside  the  boundary  of  the 
rural  sanitary  authority  for  sanitary  purposes.  We 
don’t  tax  them  for  that. 

184.  I think  there  is  something  wrong  about  the 
whole  thing,  because  they  are  decidedly  within  your 
limits  1 — Our  limits  are  defined  by  the  Act  of  9th 
George  IY.  to  where  we  light,  watch  and  cleanse. 

185.  Your  limits  for  striking  a rate  are,  but  not 
your  municipal  limits — your  municipal  limits  are 


limits  defined  in  this  document  here — whatever  rights  Armagh. 

are  conferred  upon  you  are  conferred  by  that  area  7 — July  25,  m*. 
They  don’t  confer  any  power,  not  for  sanitary  purposes.  Mr 

186.  If  we  extended  it  we  could  only  give  you  the 
same  powers;  our  extending  it  won’t  give  you  any 
other  powers  than  you  have  7 — If  we  had  power  as 
the  urban  sanitary  authority  outside  the  outskirts  of 
the  city,  we  could  tax  them  or  summon  them  for  a 
nuisance  if  it  existed,  and  take  all  the  proceedings 
you  would  take  in  the  city.  The  Town  Commissioners 
are  under  the  impression  that  they  cannot  do  that. 

187.  I am  not  a lawyer  and  I am  very  unwilling 
to  give  any  legal  opinion,  but  my  impression  is  that 
whatever  powers  you  would  have  within  that  brown 
line  at  this  present  moment — whatever  powers  you 
have  are  conferred  by  the  resolution  of  the  9th  of 
December,  1833. 

188.  Mr.  Robinson. — Are  the  Commissioners  carry- 
ing on  any  works  within  the  municipal  limits  as 
defined  by  the  brown  line  7 — They  contribute  towards 
the  cleansing  of  those  drains.  I get  the  work  done 
and  they  contribute  a portion  of  the  expenses. 

189.  Mr.  Cotton. — But  they  don’t  give  you  any  aid 
for  any  sanitary  works  within  the  town! — Not  any; 
we  never  ask  them. 

190.  I don’t  see  why  they  should  give  you  any  aid 
for  carrying  on  works  within  that  brown  line! — (No 
answer.) 

191.  It  is  an  entirely  legal  question.  The  fact  is 
you  are  the  urban  sanitary  authority  for  the  entire 
area  of  your  town  7 — Yes. 

192.  And  the  area  you  have  defined  in  December, 

1833,  as  the  limits  of  your  town  is  that  which  is 
shown  by  the  brown  line  upon  this  map  7— Yes ; that 
was  done  after  the  Commissioners  had  been  appointed. 

193.  Exactly.  It  appears  to  me  that  you  are  urban 
sanitary  authority  over  the  entire  of  that  area!  I 
rather  think  the  Commissioners  should  have  defined 
their  boundary  by  advertisement  at  the  time  they 
announced  the  holding  of  the  meeting. 

194.  That  is  what  they  have  to  do  for  the  Towns 

Improvement  Act? — Oh,  no.  , _ . 

195.  Under  the  9th  of  George  IV.  it  is  that  after 

the  town  is  put  under  the  Act,  the  Commissioners 
define  the  limits.  Under  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act,  before  you  get  the  Improvement  Act  you  have 
to  define  the  limits? — Yes,  I see.  _ 

196  Would  the  Commissioners  consider  the  area 
within  that  brown  line  sufficient  for  their  purposes?— 

I t.l<ink  they  would.  It  gives  them  control  over  those 

drains.  , , , , 

197.  But  then  you  know  it  would  be  very  much 
less  than  the  electoral  division  7— Yes,  sir 

19S.  It  would  leave  out  the  entire  of  Ballinahone- 
more  townland?— Ballinahonemore  is  a little  village 
outside  the  town,  and  a great  number  of  people  kve 
in  it.  Mr.  Best  has  a mill  here  (pointing  to  map)  that 

could  be  taxed.  . . - . 1 ; 

199  Would  the  Town  Commissioners  in  taking  in 
such  a large  area  as  that  be  prepared  to  supply  die 
people  they  taxed  with  gas  7— We  dont  supply  them 
with  eas  ' It  is  a private  contract  as  wc  do  not 
mamlcture  gas.  I think  they  would  light  the  street 

^ToO^WoTdd  they  light  any  !?»*>“  Bellinabone- 
more  7— Yes,  it  is  quite  convenient  to  the  town. 

201  How  far  do  the  Commissioners  lamps  go  out 
upon  the  road  leading  to  MarkekMU  7-They  extend 
nn  to  the  end  of  Lang’s-row  upon  the  Ordnance  map. 

P202.  They  go  to  the  end  of  Palace-row  7— They  go  a 
little  bevond  the  end  of  Palace-row.  , 

203.  Now  out  at  Barrack-hill  how  far  do  they  go 
Thev  "o  to  beyond  the  new  houses  that  are  built 
„ &p  of  the  hill.  The  half  of  the  row  of  new 

Do  they  go  beyond  the  mill  pond  l-They  don't 

re“o5*hDraey°go  beyond  the  “^YhitkbSIid 
They  go  beyond  the  military  hospital— that  la  beyond 

'the  military  barracks  again. 
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Ahmacu.  206.  By  the  workhouse  how  far  do  they  go  ? — They 
July  25,  is79.  go  to  the  end  of  Victoria-street  by  the'workhouse. 

207.  Do  they  go  up  to  the  cross  roads  at  Avon- 

Peel.  lodge  ? — They  do  not. 

208.  I see  a lot  of  houses  down  on  that  road 
running  south  of  the  workhouse  1 — That  is  the  village 
we  are  speaking  of. 

209.  Is  that  lit  ? — No,  there  are  no  lights,  hut  there 
are  gas-pipes  laid  upon  this  road  liei-e  (pointing  to 
map). 

210.  Which  road  is  that  1 — Not  ky  the  College,  but 
by  Victoria-street. 

211.  And  how  far  are  they  laid  down  in  Victoria- 
street?— Down  as  far  as  this  point  here  (referring  to 
map). 

212.  That  is  opposite  to  the  workhouse? — Yes. 

213.  To  the  east  of  the  workhouse? — Yes. 

214.  Then  in  fact  those  points  form  the 'boundary 
of  your  rating  district  at  present  ? — They  do,  sir ; 
except  Ballinahonemore. 

215.  Which  is  Ballinahonemore? — Those  cottages. 

216.  Why  do  they  call  them  Ballinahonemore  ■when 
they  are  in  the  townland  of  Dromad? — The  two 
townlands  join. 

217.  But  none  of  these  houses  is  in  Ballinahonemore 
alone  ? — Yes. 

218.  Did  you  extend  the  district  upon  which  you 
struck  rates  since  ? — Not  since  the  passing  of  the  late 
Reform  Bill,  we  didn’t  extend  since  that. 

219.  When  was  that?— In  1S6S. 

220.  Has  there  ever  been  any  motion  made  towards 
adopting  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  instead  of  the 
9th  of  George  IV.? — Yes,  we  had  two  contests,  and  on 
both  occasions  people  objected  to  the  proposition  to 
adopt  the  Towns  Improvement  Act. 

221.  Mr.  Robinson. — Do  you  rate  the  palace  ? — We 
do,  sir,  for  municipal  purposes. 

222.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  rate  the  palace? — Yes, 

223.  Is  the  whole  demesne  within  the  town  ? — No, 
sir.  Tliere  ls,  I think,  £390  valuation  that  we  have 
not  in  the  town.  £240  is  in  the  town. 

224.  Mr.  Robinson. — Do  you  or  the  guardians  carry 
out  the  sanitary  work  for  the  palace  ? — The  guardians 
perform  that  duty  in  a portion  of  the  demesne,  and  we 
do  it  in  the  other  portion.  They  have  more  than  half ; 
we  have  less  than  half. 

225.  Then  you  rate  the  palace  for  municipal  pur- 
poses?— We  rate  the  palace  for  £12  a year  for 
municipal  purposes. 

226.  If  the  Town  Commissioners  adopted  the 
electoral  division  as  the  boundary  would  they  carry  on 
sanitary  works  inside  a fair  distance  ? — Yes. 

227.  What  power  would  they  have  ? — They  would 
have  power  to  enter  and  inspect  premises,  power  to 
levy  a rate,  and  to  cany  on  necessary  -works. 

228.  Mr.  Cotton.  — It  appears  to  me  that  they 
would  have  the  power  then  of  doing  all  those  works 
to  the  extent  of  the  electoral  division ; they  certainly 
have  the  power  to  do  them  now  to  the  extent  of  the 
brown  line  on  this  map,  and  that  includes  all  the 
drains  you  have  spoken  of.  I don’t  think  we  can  go 
further  than  we  can  light,  watch  and  cleanse. 

229.  You  won’t  light,  watch  and  cleanse  the  whole 
of  the  electoral  division? — Not  if  the  county  cess  is 
applied  to  that  purpose. 

230.  Whatever  powers  you  would  have  to  the 
electoral  division,  you  have  now  over  the  brown  line  1 
— Yes. 

231.  Then  if  you  would  have  sanitary  power  over 
the  electoral  division  if  we  extended  you  to  it,  you 
now  have  it  over  all  this  area.  We  won’t  create  any 
new  power? — The  Commissioners  don’t  agree  with 
you  there. 

232.  All  we  have  any  power  to  do  is  to  extend  or 
diminish  a boundary?— Well,  we  don’t  look  upon  that 
as  our  boundary.  In  fact  the  resolution  of  the  Com- 
missioners afterwards  relinquished  that  boundary. 

233.  What  resolution?  — A resolution  by  which 

they  agreed  not  to  tax.  - 


234.  Show  me  any  other  boundary  if  you  can? 
There  Ls  no  other  boundary  that  1 can  find  uiin 
record. 


235.  No,  because  once  you  adopted  this  you  hul 
no  power  to  alter  it?— They  relinquished  the  extended 
boundary  on  counsel’s  opinion. 

236.  They  could  not  do  that?— For  what  puiWe 
would  they  hold  a boundary  except  for  whenever 
bouses  were  built  upon  it  they  would  tax  those 
houses  ? 


237.  For  what  purpose  1— Beyond  that  we  cannot 
do  a single  thing  except  building  upon  it  and  then 
extending  it. 

238.  You  coxiltl  extend  the  district  taxed  over?— 
We  can  exercise  no  authority  beyond  where  we 
build. 

239.  If  you  can  do  nothing  now  over  this  brawn 
area,  you  could  do  nothing  over  any  area  we  could 
give  you? — Not  unless  power  was  given  to  us— not 
unless  we  had  power  and  authority  to  do  these 
things. 

240.  Do  you  mean  that  Parliament  would  give  you 
power  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? — I under- 
stood the  whole  would  be  submitted  to  Parliament 
and  according  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
missioners that  the  boundary  would  be  extended  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  us  to  do  those  things  outside 
the  boundary  that  we  could  do  inside  the  boundary 
under  the  Sanitary  Act  of  1S78. 

241.  Mr.  Robinson. — Is  that  the  view  of  the  Board  l 
— Yes. 


242.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  don’t  understand  this; 
your  boundary,  the  boundary  of  your  municipality,  is 
fiir  larger  than  the  area  you  tax  on  ? — We  are  aware 
of  that. 

243.  In  what  way  then  do  you  want  to  apply  the 
Act — your  rating  powers  are  confined  to  the  district 
in  which  you  do  the  work? — The  Commissioners 
consider  that  their  other  powers  are  confined  within 
the  limits  of  then-  lighting  and  watching  and  cleansing. 

244.  Then  if  we  were  to  extend  the  boundary  a 
mile  round,  we  could  not  give  you  any  advantage, 
because  we  cannot  extend  your  powers  ?— Then  what 
would  be  the  use  of  extending  at  all. 

245.  I don’t  agree  with  yon  that  you  have  no  power 
as  a sanitary  authority.  Your  powers  as  a sanitary 
authority  are  perfectly  different  from  your  powers 
under  the  9th  of  George  TV.  ? — Yes. 

246.  Do  you  consider  that  the  guardians  are  the 
authority  within  your  district  ? — Wo  do,  sir. 

247.  And  they  are  doing  the  work  ? — Not  within 
our  city  district,  but  between  the  lights  and  the 
boundary,  as  shown  on  the  map.  The  guardians  are 
the  sanitary  authority  in  the  district  existing  between 
the  outside  limit  of  the  lights  and  the  boundary,  as 
shown  on  the  map. 

248.  You  consider  that  is  the  duty  of  the  rural 
sanitary  authority  and  not  of  the  urban  sanitary 
authority  1 — Yes. 

249.  Mr.  Robinson. — And  are  the  guardians  accept- 
ing that  duty? — They  are. 

250.  Mr.  Cotton. — That,  however,  is  an  entirely 
legal  question. 

251.  It  is  only  with  the  view  of  getting  the  benefit 
of  further  sanitary  powers  that  the  Commissioner, 
you  say,  desire  an  extension  ? — Only  with  the  view  of 
getting  rid  of  sanitary  nuisances  outside,  caused,  in 
fact,  by  ourselves,  and  we  want  to  get  the  power  of 
removing  them.  The  Act  of  Parliament  says : — 

“ For  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  Ireland  shall  be  dirided 
into  urban  and  rural  sanitary  districts.  The  urban  sanitary 
district  shall  consist  of  places  in  that  behalf  mentioned  in 
the  first  column.” 

And  then  it  goes  on : — 

“ Towns,  the  population  of  which  exceed  6,000,  and  have 
Commissioners  by  virtue  of  an  Act  made  in  the  9th  year  of 
the  reign  of  George  TV. ” 

and  soon.  Then,  the  question  is — What  is  a town? 
Is  the  town  the  area  within  the  limits  fixed  by  the 
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Commissioners,  or  is  it  the  area  within  the  lights  l— 
yfe  consider  that  it  is  the  area  within  the  lights,  and 
the  other  portion  has  been  looked  upon  by  ora  county 
chairman,  and  he  has  dealt  with  it  as  outside  the  city 
limits.  They  call  them  townparks. 

252.  It  is  quite  clear  that  if  you  get  no  additional 
powers  by  it  you  don’t  want  any  additional  extension ? 
—If  we  don’t  get  any  additional  powers — if  we  don’t 
get  any  additional  sanitary  powers,  we  don’t  want  any 
extension. 

253.  Do  you  want  to  tax  that  extended  area  for 
anything  but  sanitary  purposes'? — Nothing  but  sanitary 
purposes. 

254.  You  don’t  want  to  tax  them  for  the  cleaning 
of  the  streets  ? — Not  at  all,  except  those  houses  which 
adjoin  or  are  immediately  within  the  area  of  the  Cor- 
poration. 

255.  You  want  to  strike  that  Id.  sanitary  rate  over 
that  district? — Yes,  and  there  are  some  houses  that 
we  have  not  yet  reached  and  we  believe  they  are  inside 
the  Corporation. 

256.  You  don’t  want  an  extension  to  touch  them  ? — 
We  think  they  should  contribute  towards  the  existing 
expenses  of  the  city,  for  they  derive  all  the  advantages 
of  the  city,  though  left  outside  the  municipal  boundary. 


257.  Do  you  mean  outside  the  lights  ? — Yes.  acm-ich. 

258.  But  your  municipal  boundary  is  half  a mile  as,  is?p, 

outside  the  lights  all  round  ? — Yes.  

259.  There  is  no  question  about  that — that  is  the  p**\T‘ G- 
boundary  of  your  town  ? — Yes. 

260.  .1  think  I understand  what  the  Commissioners 
wish  with  regal'd  to  that.  Is  there  anything  else  that 
you  desire  to  bring  before  us  ? — Nothing  that  I know 
of ; except  that  we  think  there  should  be  an  equitable 
tax — that  the  clause  of  the  Act  of  George  IV.,  making 
three  distinctions  of  rating  upon  premises — that  it 
should  be  equalized,  as  in  the  Towns  Improvement  Act. 

261.  And,  if  so,  why  not  adopt  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act  ? — The  people  won’t  do  that. 

262.  Do  you  think  it  should  be  adopted  ? — Yes ; I 
think  we  have  good  authority  for  adopting  it. 

263.  Because  an  equalizing  of  the  rates  amounts  to 
the  adoption  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? — Yes ; 
it  does  at  present  with  the  powers  we  have. 

264.  What  are  the  feelings  of  the  Commissioner's,  us 
a body,  about  adopting  the  Towns  Improvement  Act? 

— I could  not  say ; there  would  be  a division  of 
opinion  with  regard  to  it. 


Mr.  James  Best  examined. 


Mr.  Ja’uei 

Best. 


265.  The  brown  line  upon  this  map  represents  the 
limits  fixed  by  the  Commissioners  in  1833,  and  do  you 
consider  that  that  area  would  be  sufficient  ? — I think 
it  would. 

266.  And  you  would  not  extend  the  area  to  the 
entire  electoral  division  ? — I would  not,  and  I will  give 


you  one  reason  for  it : people  who  live  at  a distance — 
in  the  country  as  it  is  called — have  no  right  to  be  taxed 
for  the  advantage  of  the  town. 

267.  What  tax  would  you  put  upon  them,  except 
the  sanitary  tax  ? — I would  only  tax  them  for  sanitary 
works. 


Mr.  William  Best,  examined. 


268.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  a Town  Commissioner? 
— I am. 

269.  What  is  your  view  in  reference  to  an  ex- 
tension of  the  boundary  ? — I think ' there  are  some 
buildings  which  should  be  taken  in  in  Ballinahone- 
more.  I would  take  in  Ballinakonemore  village. 

270.  By  the  way  I may  toll  you  |that  Ballinahone- 
more  village  is  outside  the  present  limits,  so  that  that 
is  an  extension  ? — The  next  place  I would  take  in 
would  he  the  workhouse. 

271.  You  would  take  in  the  union  workhouse  ? — 
Yes ; and  then  the  Shields'  Institution,  which  is  ad- 
joining the  workhouse  and  near  it.  The  next  would 
ii3  the  Deanery  grounds  to  the  north  of  the  Shields' 
Institution  again  ; and  the  Royal  College  I would  take 
in  next. 

272.  That  is  in? — The  observatory  is  exempt  by 
law. 

273.  Is  it  within  the  lights  ? — It  is.  Then  Mr. 
M'Crime’s  mill;  that  is  beyond  the  railway — just 
adjoining  the  railway.  And  the  next  would  be  a 
large  field — I think  it  is  called  Cherry’s  field,  that 
would  join  Dr.  M'Gettigan’s. 

274.  Is  that  beside  the  railway  terminus? — -It 
is. 

275.  A large  field  in  Abbey  park? — Yes,  that 
would  join  Dr.  M'Gettigan’s — the  Seminary. 

276.  What  else  would  you  take  in? — Murphys 
mills — that  is  just  adjoining  the  large  field  I have 
mentioned.  I think  that  would  cross  then  into  the 
Christian  Brothers’  school  and  then  go  into  the 
Palace  ground.  All  the  office  houses  of  the  Palace 
are  included  iu  Parkmore.  There  we  don’t  tax.  We 
only  tax  the  palace  and  portion  of  the  ground  round 
the  palace. 


277.  And  the  farm  offices  of  the  palace  are  not 
taxed? — The  farm  offices,  garden,  and  the  houses  that 
the  gate  keepers  live  in  are  not  taxed.  There  is  a 
separate  rating  and  they  are  outside  of  our  lights. 

278.  Is  there  any  other  place  you  would  suggest 
should  be  brought  in  ?— No ; that  line  would  go  round 
to  where  we  commenced  at  Ballinahonemore,  tilling 
in  the  Clump-hill  and  the  parade  ground  for  the 
soldiers. 

Mr.  Peel. — It  is  not  on  the  map  by  that  name. 
It  is  just  behind  the  military  barrack. 

279.  Mr.  Robinson. — The  Clump-hill  is  just  beside 

the  county  jail  ? — Yes.  _ 

280.  Mr.  Cotton.— You  would  take  in  Clump-hill 
then,  if  it  is  not  in  already  ? — Yes,  I would. 

281.  Mr.  Robinson.— What  are  your  reasons  for 
taking  in  those  places,  Mr.  Best  i—  Because  there  are 
a great  many  buildings,  and  they  derive  a great  deal 
of  benefit  from  the  town. 

282.  And  the  people  living  in  those  buildings  come 
in  and  make  use  of  the  town  every  day  ?— Yes. 

283.  Mr.  Cotton.— What  would  be  the  use  of  in- 
cluding them  if  you  have  no  power  of  taxing  them  ? 
It  would  be  no  use. 


284  With  reference  to  the  extension  of  the  boun- 
dary, would  you  be  of  the  same  opinion— in  favour  of 
an  extension  of  the  boundary— if  what  I have  stated 
would  be  the  result?— If  you  could  not  give  us  the 
power  of  taxing,  it  would  be  an  injury  to  extend  the 
boundary.  At  present  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  do 
tax  and  divide  portion  of  it. 

285.  For  sanitary  purposes  ? — Yes ; they  do  all  the 


Mr.  William 
B*st 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


280 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


ARMAGH  ■ 
July  28,  1879. 
Dr.  Gray 


Dr.  Gray  examined. 


286.  Mr.  Cotton. — I presume  you  consider  the 
boundary  defined  by  the  lights  ? — Outside  the  lights 
I send  in  reports  of  sanitary  works  to  the  Guardians, 
and  inside  the  lights  to  the  Town  Commissioners. 

287.  As  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority? — Yes. 


that  the  limits  of  the  town  are  the  limits  defined  T 
that  book,  which  are  very  far  outside  the  limits  of  the 
lighting  all  round.  However,  it  is  purely  a legal  qu« 
tiou  ? — I act  in  the  way  I have  stated.  ^ 


Mr.  James 
Beat. 


Mr.  James  Best 

289.  Mr.  Cotton. — Is  there  anything  else  you  wish 
to  add? — I may  mention  that  the  Guardians  don’t 
seem  to  think  they  should  do  the  work  that  the 
Town  Commissioners  should  do.  Whatever  is  the 
work  of  the  Guardians  they  are  very  willing  to  do  it. 
Another  matter  I wish  to  refer  to  is  this,  Mr.  Peel 
forgot  one  tiling  ; the  Guardians  did  order  an  inves- 
tigation and  directed  the  medical  officer  to  examine 
the  pollution  at  Lowry’s  lake,  and  he  did  so,  and 
declined  to  give  a certificate  that  it  was  pollution. 
That  was  about  four  years  ago — and  the  medical  officer 
was  Doctor  Pratt — and  although  I visited  the  place 
and  would  say  it,  and  so  would  anyone  else,  that  it 
was  pollution,  and  we  have  endeavoured  and  T think 
probably  we  will  get  it  rectified.  What  I want  to  set 
right  is  that  the  Guardians  did  their  duty  and  sent 
their  sanitary  officer. 

290.  If  their  sanitary  officer  said  it  was  no  nuisance, 
their  duty  was  at  an  end? — Yes. 

291.  Mr.  Robinson. — And  have  the  Guardians 
disclaimed  doing  certain  sanitary  work.  You  said 
there  was  certain  works  that  the  Guardians  were 
asked  to  do  and  it  was  the  work  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners. Can  you  tell  me  some  of  those  places 
where  such  work  should  be  done  ? — At  present  their 
is  work  round  by  the  Foundry,  and  I impressed  upon 
the  Guardians  that  it  was  part  of  their  work,  and  I 
think  they  are  agreeable  to  do  half  of  it. 


re-examined. 

292.  Mr.  Cotton— And  is  the  Foundary  within 

the  lights  ?— It  is.  y 

293.  How  would  you  make  it  the  duty  of  the 
Guardians  to  touch  anything  there?— Is  is'  outside 
the  Foundry.  The  Guardians  are  often  put  into  a 
difficulty  to  know  what  their  portion  of  the  work  is 
and  they  are  very  willing  to  do  it,  if  they  know  it  J 
but  they  are  very  unwilling  to  pay  anything  more 
than  they  have  a fair1  right  to  pay. 

294.  Do  the  guardians  levy  a sanitary  rate  within 
the  brown  boundary? — They  levy  all  their  sanitary 
rate  as  a poor  rate. 

295.  And  any  works  they  do  come  out  of  the  poor 
rate  ? — Yes ; and  if  they  tax  it  is  for  poor  rate. 

296.  Mr.  Robinson. — There  has  never  been  any 
special  sanitary  rate  struck  by  the  guardians?— I 
think  not. 

297.  Mr.  Cotton. — I don’t  think  that  we  can,  by  ex- 
tending the  boundary,  confer  any  additional  powers 
whatever.  It  would  be  merely  extending  their  boundary 
with  the  same  powers  they  have  at  present?— Then 
we  don’t  want  an  extension. 

298.  Then,  as  you  think,  they  have  no  powers  be- 
yond their  lights  whatever? — None,  sir. 

299.  They  would  not  have  any  additional  powers  if 
we  extended  the  boundary,  for  it  appears  to  me  that 
they  are  the  urban  sanitary  authority  for  the  district 
named  by  the  resolution  of  December,  1833? — That  is 
where  the  difference  of  opinion  arises. 


Mr.  Alexander 
Blane. 


Mr.  Alexander  Blane  examined. 


300.  Mr.  Cotton. — Did  you  send  us  a communica- 
tion about  dividing  the  town  into  wards? — I did,  sir. 

301.  Do  you  now  wish  to  give  us  any  evidence 
upon  that  point? — I do. 

302.  I think  it  seems  doubtful  whether  we  have 
any  power  to  entertain  the  question  at  all,  by  the 
terms  of  our  warrant.  I will  read  for  you  the  terms 
of  our  warrant.  (The  Commissioner  then  read  the 
warrant.)  I don’t  think  it  says  anything  about  mak- 
ing wards  where  they  do  not  already  exist ; hut  for 
fear  I might  be  wrong  I will  hear  anything  you  wish 
to  say  on  the  subject  for  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Exham.  Are  yon  a Town  Commissioner  ? — I am  not ; 
I am  only  a ratepayer. 

303.  And  do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  for  the 
benefit  of  ratepayers  if  wards  were  created  in  Armagh  ? 
— Certainly. 

304.  And  how  many  wards  would  you  suggest? — 
Well,  were  I to  make  a suggestion  I would  say  four. 
That  would  leave  upwards  of  2,000  to  each  ward,  or 
about  that. 

305.  On  what  grounds  do  you  think  that  that  is 

desirable? — On  these  grounds,  that  the  present  Com- 
missioners are  all  nominated  by  one  person that  is 

Mr.  Peel.  He  nominated  the  twenty-one  Commis- 
sioners now  sitting,  and  they  nominated  Mr.  Peel  in 
turn.  All  the  Commissioners  reside  within  a certain 
district  of  the  town. 

306.  How  do  you  meau  Mr.  Peel — as  the  Town 
Clerk? — He  was  not  then  Town  Clerk — he  was  one  of 
the  Commissioners  at  that  time. 

307.  I don’t  catch  the  reason  that  the  present 
system  requires  change? — My  reasons  are,  that  the 
Commissioners  all  reside  within  a certain  district  of 
the  town,  and  of  course  they  take  very  good  care  that 


those  portions  of  the  town  in  which  they  reside  are 
properly  watched,  cleansed,  and  lighted.  But  there 
are  other  portions  of  the  town  that  are  not  so  well 
watched,  cleansed,  and  lighted.  I know  Ogle-street 
to  be  badly  lighted  during  the  past  winter.  I know 
that  Ogle-street,  Charter  School-lane,  Primrose-hill, 
and  also  Irish-street  have  been  for  a long  series  of 
years  in  a very  filthy  state,  by  reason  of  not  being 
properly  cleansed  by  the  Town  Commissioners,  though 
they  struck  a rate  upon  that  distinct. 

308.  Do  you  say  they  are  now  in  a bad  condition  1 
— I do  say  they  are  in  a had  condition  at  the  present 
time. 

309.  Compared  with  other  parts  of  the  city  ? — 
Yes. 

310.  And  do  you  say  that  that  is  in  consequence  of 
not  having  wards? — If  the  town  was  divided  into 
wards  we  should  have  all  the  representation  spread 
over  the  taxation,  and  we  would  have  the  resident 
gentlemen  in  that  end  of  the  town  who  would  see  to 
its  affairs,  and  who  would  reside  there  and  take  an 
interest  in  it  that  gentlemen  residing  a quarter  of  a 
mile  away  would  not  take  any  interest  in. 

311.  Your  objectfor  desiring  the  town  to  be  divided 
into  wards  is  to  localize  representation  all  over  the 
town  instead  of  in  one  quarter?— To  spread  it  over 
the  greatest  area  of  taxation,  because  at  the  present 
time  the  representation  on  the  taxation  is  very  un- 
satisfactory. 

312.  And  you  say  you  would  make  four  wards  ot 
about  2,000  each? — Yes. 

313.  How  would  you  divide  it  into  four  wards. 
There  are  572  ratepayers  that  have  an  interest  in 
the  town  under  the  9th  of  George  IV.  ?_  We  consider 
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that  every  inhabitant  in  the  city  should  have  an  in- 
terest. 

314.  They  would  have  no  vote  ? — Irrespective  of 

their  having  a vote  they  have  an  interest  in  sanitary 
affairs.  , 

315.  What  I want  to  know  is  whether  you  would 

divide  those  572  votex-s  by  four  into  the  wards —would 
you  make  the  wards  with  143  voters  each  ? — No,  sir, 
I would  not ; I would  make  it  on  geometric  lines,  and 
allow  the  taxation 

316.  Upon  what?  The  result  of  that  would  be  that 
you  would  have  2,000  inhabitants  with  perhaps  only 
twenty  voters  ? — But  those  2,000  inhabitants  would 
have  a representation  in  the  Town  Commissioners. 

317.  By  means  of  twenty  voters? — Yes;  I would 
expect  so. 

318.  Would  you  make  the  wards  depend  on  the 
absolute  population,  and  not  on  the  number  of  rate- 
payers over  £5  within  that  district  ? — Certainly  not. 

319.  Would  you  look  to  the  valuation  of  the  wards 
in  dividing  them — the  absolute  valuation  of  property  ? 
That  is  to  give  its  representation  an  intei'est  ? 

320.  Yes? — I think  so;  I think  that  would  be  ouly 
reasonable. 

321.  Therefore  in  dividing  the  wards  you  would 
have  regard  both  to  valuation  and  population  ? — Yes ; 
having  regard  to  both  the  objects  would  be  to  give 
representation  in  taxation,  and  to  have  the  Commis- 
sioners representing  the  whole  population  at  large.  A 
section  of  the  ratepayers  put  forward,  I think,  about 
six  or  seven  gentlemen  as  candidates  last  time,  but 
there  was  no  use  in  their  going  to  the  poll,  simply 
because  the  town  was  not  divided  into  wards,  and 
they  would  have  been  defeated  by  a majority.  They 
have  no  representation  in  the  taxation,  although  they 
pay  the  taxes. 

322.  I think  your  letter  to  us  was  to  the  same 
effect? — Yes;  there  is,  I may  mention,  an  open  sewer 
there,  that  is  represented  as  coming  from  Lower  Irisli- 
street,  and  it  passes  by  the  demesne  wall  to  the  rear 
of  Ogle-street.  It  is  in  a filthy  condition. 

323.  Yes  1 — And  the  inhabitants  of  that  portion  of 
the  city  are  not  represented  in  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners, and  consequently  they  cannot  bring  pressure 


to  bear  upon  the  Town  Commissioners  to  abate  anv  Armagh. 
nuisance  that  they  would  bring  under  their  notice.  * Jnig  js  istu 

324.  Are  you  aware  that  they  applied  to  the  Com-  , — 

missioners  complaining  of  the  nuisance.  Can  vou  S,  A!exand,,r 
state  that  of  your  own  knowledge?— I think  I can' 

325.  And  to  what  Commissioner  did  they  complain  ? 

— Well,  I cannot  exactly  say  just  now. 

326.  You  think  if  the  town  was  divided  into  wards 
and  each  district  represented,  that  the  sanitary  matters 
would  be  better  attended  to  ? — Certainly.  Gentlemen 
would  be  elected  to  the  Town  Council  who  reside  in 
those  portions  of  the  city,  and  they  would  have  an 
interest  in  keeping  the  streets  clean  and  attending  to 
the  sewerage,  and  that  sort  of  thing ; whereas,  atetlie 
present  time,  it  is  optional  with  the  Commissioners 
whether  they  do  or  do  not. 

327.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  provision  made 
under  the  Act  of  1878,  of  which  any  ratepayer  ean 
avail  himself  and  oblige  the  Commissioners  to  do  the 
sanitary  work  that  you  say  is  optional  ? — It  is  optional 
with  the  Commissioners  to  do  it  or  not. 

328.  You  can  compel  them  to  do  their  duty ! — Pro- 
bably so.  I think  it  proper  to  mention,  that  from 
1872  to  1878  there  were  no  Commissioners  in  the  city 
of  Armagh,  simply  and  solely,  because  a number  of 
gentlemen  came  together  and  without  regard  to  the 
Act  of  Parliament  or  anything  else  one  nominated  the 
other,  and  proposed  the  other,  and  so  on. 

329.  But  there  are  Commissioners  now  ? — Well,  it 
was  with  a great  deal  of  difficulty  they  were  got. 

330.  All  you  wish  now  to  represent  is  the  desira- 
bility of  the  creation  of  wards ? — Yes ; if  we  had  wards 
in  the  city  this  nuisance  that  is  represented  as  being 
at  the  back  of  the  infirmary  and  the  convent  would 
not  exist. 

331.  You  would  have  five  representatives  from 

that  district — one-fourth  of  the  twenty-one  ? — I think 
not.  I would  have . 

332.  If  there  were  wards  the  number  should  be 
changed  to  twenty  ? — Well,  I would  say  so — I would 
not  make  any  suggestion  as  to  that.  My  only  object 
in  speaking  now  would  be  to  extend  the  representation 
over  the  largest  area  of  taxation. 


Mr.  James  Best  re-examined. 


333.  Mr.  Cotton. — Now  that  the  question  of  wards 
has  been  mooted,  would  yon  like  Mr.  Best  to  say  any- 
thing upon  that  subject? — No,  sir;  except  this,  that, 
I think,  it  would  be  quite  unnecessary.  There  is  no 
Town  Commissioner  that  is  not  trying  to  do  his  duty, 
and  there  are  Town  Commissioner's  in  the  very  district 
Mr.  Bhure  speaks  of.  Mr.  Hillock  lives  in  that  dis- 
trict, and  also  Mr-.  Thomas  Marshall. 

Mr.  Blane. — There  is  no  Commissioner  living  in 
Irish-street  at  all. 

Mr.  Peel. — Mr.  Blane  has  complained  of  the  lights 
being  bad.  The  reason  of  that  was,  that  the  lights 
were  only  burned  half  time  last  winter. 

334.  Mi1.  Cotton. — And  do  you  meau  to  say  that 
that  was  common  to  the  entire  town  ? —Common  to 
the  entire  town. 

335.  It  would  not  apply  to  a particular  district? — 
No.  In  consequence  of  a petition  lodged  by  Mr. 
Blane  himself  against  the  return  of  the  then  Commis- 
sioners, the  Commissioners  didn’t  order  the  lighting 
of  the  town,  and  didn't  care  to  undertake  the  expense 
until  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  determined  the 
validity  of  their  election,  and  the  Gas  Company 
volunteered  to  light  the  town  half  time  and  run  the 
risk  of  getting  the  money,  and  that  was  the  reason, 
as  Mr.  Blane  must  know,  that  the  town  was  badly 
lighted. 

Si  336.  Mr.  Cotton  (to  -Mr.  Blane). — Bo  you  say, 
Mr.  Blane,  that  a particular  portion  of -the  town  was 
worse  lit  than  the  others  during  the  last  winter  1 

Mr.  Blane. — I do,  sir.  Since  the  Commissioner's 


;ot  power,  Ogle-street  was  worse  lighted  than  other 
.arts  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Peel. — With  regard  to  the  expenditure  of  money 

iv  the  Commissioner's,  I wish  to  sav  that  Irish-street 
ill  one  side  has  been  completely  re-fiagged  within  the 
ust  few  years.  All  Irish-street  on  one  side,  and 
iortion  of  the  other ; and  the  drain  that  31 r.  Blane 
omplains  of  not  being  done  — as  to  that  no 
omplaints  came  from  his  direction.  They  came  from 
he  direction  of  other  parties,  coining  through  the 
.resent  Commissioners.  No  complaint  ever  came 
i-orn  his  direction  or  from  Mr.  Blane,  or  to  any  of 
lie  Commissioners.  At  the  present  time  I have  two 
oen,  jointly  paid  by  the  Guardians  and  the  Conuuis- 
ioners,  working  at  that  sewer. 

337.  Is  that  the  sewer  from  Lower  Irish-street  to 
he  Demesne  ?— Yes.  It  has  been  cleansed  out.  I 
.aid  the  men  £2  ox.  to  clean  it  out.  At  the  1 -resent 
ime  they  are  taking  the  cover  off  other  portions  of  it. 
.nd  doing  the  cleansing.  As  regards  Charter-lone  m -t 
>eing  swept,  if  the  Commissioners  could  now  see  it. 
hey  would  find  it  a clean  street.  No  such  motive 
ver  influenced  the  Commissioners  of  the  town.  I? 
i as  been  cleaned  properly  ever  since  I came  into  office, 
md  that  remark  applies  to  any  part  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Cotton.— The  question  is  not  so  much  whether 
he  Commissioners  are  doing  their  duty  or  not,  but 
vhetber,  under  any  circumstances,  it  would  be  de- 
lirable  to  have  wards.  . . 

338.  Mr.  Robinson.—' What  is  your  opinion  as  to 

v ards  ? — I think  the  town  is  very  well  managed. 

Mr  Cotton.— I don’t  think,  as  I said  before,  that 
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wc  have  any  power  to  create  wards  in  a town  where 
there  are  no  wards  originally  ; but  wo  have  power  to 
go  into  the  question  of  recasting  wards.  However, 
Mr.  Blane,  your  evidence  will  be  submitted  to  Sir. 
Exham,  the  Chairman  of  the  Commission. 

Mr.  Blane. — There  is  this  open  sewer  at  the  rere  of 
the  Infirmary.  It  is  very  offensive.  I know  that  it 
the  town  was  divided  into  wards  the  people  there 
would  have  a certain  pressure  to  bring  to  bear  on  the 
Town  Commissioners. 

339.  Mr.  Cotton. — Upon  what  portion  of  the  Town 
Commissioners? — They  would  be  represented  in  the 
Town  Council,  and  they  could  bring  these  matters 
forcibly  before  that  body. 

340.  I understand  your  argument? — The  Commis- 
sioners levy  a rate,  and  the  town  is  in  the  same 


condition  as  regards  some  of  those  sewers  time  out  of 
mind. 

Mr.  Pod. — If  the  town  was  divided  into  wards  as 
Mr.  Blane  suggests,  his  party  would  be  represented 

Mr.  Plane. — Certainly. 

Mr.  Ped. — And  I don’t  think  he  would  be  in  a hit 
better  position. 

Mr.  Cotton. — If  the  town  is  divided  into  wards 
the  ward  that  is  on  that  side  of  the  town  must  have 
its  representative  out  of  it. 

Mr.  Blane. — What  we  complain  of  is  that  portions 
of  the  town  out-vote  other  portions  by  a small 
majority. 

Mr.  James  Pest. — I don’t  think  there  is  anyone  else 
there  who  would  agree  to  that  opinion. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


Dundalk.  DUNDALK.— JULY  2Sth,  1S79. 

July  58, 1879.  , _ 

— Before  Messrs.  Cotton  and  Robinson. 

Mr.  Neville, 

0Ei  Mr.  JoriN  Neville,  c.e.,  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Cotton. — Arc  the  roads  maintained  by  the 
county? — Not  now.  At  present  they  are  maintained 
under  an  Act  of  Parliament  (or  are  about  to  he  main- 
tained) by  the  Town  Commissioners. 

2.  Is  it  an  Act  of  Parliament  now  ? — Yes.  In  some 
cases  the  boundary  between  the  town  and  the  barony 
runs  along  the  centre  of  the  road.  (Map  produced.) 

3.  The  red  line  is  the  boundary  of  the  municipality? 
— Yes ; in  some  parts  the  boundary  line  runs  along  the 
centre  of  the  road,  and  in  others  the  whole  of  the  road 
is  iu  the  town. 

4.  That  happened  in  other  cases  ? — Yes ; the  road  is 
divided  in  that  way  between  two  authorities,  the  Com- 
missioners and  the  barony.  I think  it  is  right  that 
each  should  do  its  own  portion,  but  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  do  so  with  any  harmony,  and  work  side  by  side 
with  each  other.  Therefore,  I have  considered  the 
subject  of  the  alteration  in  the  boundary,  and  what  I 


propose  is  this : — That  wherever  the  boundary  of  the 
township  at  present  runs  along  the  centre  of  the  road 
for  one-half  its  length,  it  should  be  changed,  so  that  one- 
half  of  the  length  of  the  road  should  be  given  to  the 
one  authority,  and  one-lialf  to  the  other,  for  it  is 
impossible  for  the  county  to  repair  half  the  width  of 
the  road,  and  leave  the  other  half  undone. 

5.  Yon  are  aware  it  is  often  done  by  agreement,  so 
that  one  authority  repairs  the  whole  road  and  divides 
the  expenses  ? — I am  afraid  iu  this  case  it  would  he 
much  better  if  the  alteration  is  made.  We  wish  to 
make  it  more  workable,  and  to  have  one-lialf  com- 
pletely in  the  county,  and  the  other  in  the  town. 

G.  The  only  object  is  to  have  a more  harmonious 
working? — Yes ; and  that  there  may  he  no  possibility 
of  disagreement,  and  that  was  the  only  matter  I wish 
to  mention. 


Mr.  Edward 
Farrell. 


Mr.  Edward  Parrell  examined 


7.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  ai-e  Clerk  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners of  Dundalk  ? — Yes ; since  18G4,  nearly 
fifteen  years. 

8.  What  Act  is  the  township  under  ? — The  Tows 
Improvement  Act  of  1854. 

9.  When  was  it  adopted? — In  1855. 

10.  Was  it  under  any  Act  previous  to  that  ? — Yes ; 
the  9 th  George  IV. 

11.  Have  you  any  description  of  the  boundaries  as 
adopted  in  1855  ? — They  are  the  existing  boundaries. 

12.  What  is  the  area  ? — We  compute  it  at  about 
1,380  acres 

13.  Mr.  Cotton. — What  is  the  population? — We 
may  fairly  say  12,000  now,  for  in  1871  it  was  11,327. 

14.  It  is  increasing? — The  valuation  is  certainly 
increasing. 

15.  Are  there  additions  being  made  to  the  build- 
ings?— Certainly,  every  year. 

16.  What  was  your  last  valuation? — Our  valuation 
for  1878  was  £20,197.  That  was  what  we  struck  our 
last  rate  on. 

17.  What  was  it  in  the  four  years  preceding  1878  ? 
—In  1877  it  was  £20,133;  in  1876,  £19,801;  in 
1875,  £19,660 ; and  in  1874,  £19,461.  I might  men- 
tion of  the  sum  I gave  you  first  for  1878,  that  £2,146 
10s.,  comprises  land  and  railway,  which  is  treated  as 
land,  and  it  is  valued  at  only  one- fourth  valuation  for 
cess  purposes. 

IS.  Can  you  distribute  that  valuation  of  £20,197 
between  the  wards? — I could  not  do  that,  but  it  cer- 
tainly might  be  done ; just  as  Mr.  Neville  told  you  the 


boundaries  in  some  cases  are  on  one  side  of  the  road 
only,  so  it  is  with  our  streets.  The  right  hand  of  a 
street  may  be  in  one  ward,  and  the  left  hand  side  in 
another  ward,  and  even  Wellington-place,  which  is  a 
small  place,  comprises  three  wards  alone. 

19.  Surely  your  hooks  give  you  the  valuation  of  the 
wards  ? — It  could  he  ascertained. 

20.  The  rate-book  is  not  made  up  in  wards  ? — No ; 
it  would  take  half  a day  to  make  out  the  return  you 
ask  for. 

21.  Mr.  Robinson. — Are  the  wards  the  same  as  the 
poor  law  wards  ? — Quite  different. 

22.  How  many  wards  are  there? — Pour;  namely 
the  Middle  ward,  Seatown  wal'd,  North  ward,  and 
South  ward ; Mr.  Murray  will  furnish  the  area  of 

23.  Mr.  Cotton. — Can  you  tell  me  the  number  of 
voters  in  each  ward  ? — Yes ; in  the  list  prepared  for 
the  last  municipal  purposes  the  Middle  ward  had  249 
voters;  Seatown  ward.  282;  North  ward,  156;  and 
Southward;  144. 

24.  Do  you  know  how  many  of  these  in  each  warn 

are  qualified  to  be  Commissioners  ? — Not  in  each  ward. 
The  register  of  Parliamentary  voters  only  deals  with 
the  borough  as  a unit  and  not  in  wards.  The  wards 
are  exclusively  for  municipal  purposes.  The  total 
number  of  persons  rated,  and  the  amount  necessary 
for  a commissionership  is  1 97.  , 

25.  Could  you  . divide  the  number  amongst  the 

wards  ? — That  could  be  done.  ’ , 

26.  How  many  Commissioners  have  you  altogether . 
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^ye  ]ia<l  eighteen,  but  there  are  only  seventeen  at 

present.  .... 

27.  How  are  they  distributed  amongst  the  wards  ? 
—The  present  number  in  the  middle  ward  is  five — it 
is  one  short. 

28.  It  should  have  been  six? — Yes.  Seatown  ward 
has  six ; North  ward,  three ; and  South  ward,  three. 

29.  Can  you  give  me  the  rates  for  the  last  five  years 
commencing  in  1874  ? — Yes ; they  were  as  follows  : — 

Municipal.  Poor  Law.  County  Cess. 
s.  (1 . s.  d.  s.  d. 

1874,  ..14  18  20 

1875,  ..  1 4 1 7 2 0 

1876,  ..1  4 1 8 1 11 

1877,  ..  1 4 1 8 21 

1878,  ..1  C 20  1 11 

30.  Of  that  Is.  6 d.  rate  for  1878  was  there  any 
special  rate,  or  was  it  altogether  the  improvement  rate  ? 

There  is  one  penny  every  year  of  an  improvement 

rate,  which  might  be  called  foreign. 

31.  What  is  that? — It  is  a library  rate  of  one  penny 
all  through. 

32.  Is  there  any  other  special  rate  ? — That  Is.  Gcf. 
rate  ijomprises  5 cl.  for  sanitary  purposes,  and  there  is 
a shilling  rate  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  the  Act. 

33.  Was  there  a sanitary  rate  in  the  previous  years  ? 

Ho ; but  there  is  in  this  present  year  of  ’79.  In 

’77,  ’76,  ’75  and  ’74,  the  rates  above  a shilling  consist 
of  3c7.  mortgage  rate  and  the  library  rate.  The  mort- 
gage rate  is  to  pay  for  the  liquidation  of  the  building 
we  are  in  now — the  town  hall. 

34.  Is  that  paid  off? — There  is  still  £1,000  due. 
It  was  originally  £4,000. 

35.  There  was  no  mortgage  rate  this  year? — No; 
there  was  a question  as  to  the  legality  of  it,  and  now 
we  are  charging  the  mortgage  rate  on  the  shilling. 
We  charge  the  sum  requisite  for  the  liquidation  of  the 
debt  on  the  general  shilling  rate. 

36.  You  include  it  in  the  shilling  rate  ? — Yes. 

37.  Have  the  Commissioners  had  these  inquiries  we 
sent  down  before  them  ? — Yes. 

38.  Did  they  come  to  any  resolution  on  the  subject? 
Yes ; they  held  a special  meeting  for  the  purpose. 

39.  On  what  date? — The  4th  December  hist. 

40.  And  what  was  the  resolution  come  to? — A 
special  vote  was  given  at  the  meeting  for  that  parti- 
cular purpose.  We  liad  ten  Commissioners  present 
including  the  Chairman.  This  is  the  entry  : — 

“Special  meeting  held  in  accordance  with  the  Board 
order,  to  consider  over  answer  to  be  given  to  the  Com- 
missioners’ inquiry  on  the  subject  of  the  municipal  bound- 
aries. The  question  being  submitted,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Charles,  it  was  decided  that  the  boundaries  should  not  be 
enlarged,  and  it  was  suggested  by  the  Chairman  that  they 
should  remain  as  they  are  at  present.’’ 

The  boundaries  were  considered  fair  and  such  as  satis- 
fied the  general  public.  _ It  was  deemed  unnecessary 
to  represent  the  grievance  of  a few  parties  who  might 
not  be  content.  The  surveyor  was  desired  to  recon- 
sider his  report  of  the  area  within  the  municipal  boun- 
dary, and  the  town  clerk  to  give  replies  to  the  remain- 
ing questions. 

41.  Were  the  Commissioners  unanimous? — I think 
they  were ; there  was  no  division. 

42.  Has  the  question  been  before  the  Commissioners 
since? — I merely  submitted  your  notice  last  Wednes- 
day, when  We  had  a meeting. 

43.  Has  there  been  any  meeting  of  the  ratepayers  on 
the  subject? — Ou  the  question  of  the  boundaries,  none. 

44.  Have  you  got  control  of  the  roads  now  ? — It  is 
pending  an  Act  of  Parliament.  I cannot  well  say. 
We  have  them  now,  though  I have  not  seen  the  Act. 
What  happened  is — we  have  a hill  which  gives  us  con- 
trol of  the  roads,  hut  the  particular  day  on  which  we 
are  to  get  control  is  not  given. 

45.  You  applied  to  get  control  of  the  roads  ?— Yes. 
We  applied  for  a provisional  order.  It  was  granted, 
and  it  is  now  going  through  the  House  of  Commons 
in  fact  it  has  got  the  Royal  assent.  I have  never  got 
a copy  of  the  Act.  I wrote  long  ago  to  Mr.  Sullivan, 
who  says  that  the  Act,  in  its  form  as  an  Act,  is  not  out 


to-day,  and  will  not  be  for  a few  days,  “ but  I send  i>CSil»AI 
you  the  hill,  which,  I believe,  is  word  for  word  with 
the  Act.”  That  is  from  our  member,  and  the  Secre-  I-L 
tary  of  the  Grand  Jury  1ms  written  to  the  Local  J'Jr  E,Jw..r.l 
Government  Board  for  it,  and  he  lias  not  got  it  yet.  * :|rrell. 

46.  How  is  the  town  lighted  ? — There  are  1 32  public 
lamps  at  the  present  time. 

47.  Do  you  contract  with  the  Gas  Company  ? — Yes. 

The  new  contract  is  £2  10s.  from  the  1st  August  to 
the  1st  June,  ten  months. 

48.  From  what  hour  are  they  lighted  ? — Three  days 
before  full  moon  they  are  uot  lighted  at  all,  likewise 
on  the  night  of  full  moon,  and  after  full  moon  three 
nights  they  are  lighted  up  to  eleven  o’clock,  and  then 
they  are  extinguished. 

49.  They  are  then  all  put  out? — Yes  ; the  moon  is 
supposed  to  shine  from  about  eleven  o’clock. 

50.  And  what  about  the  other  nights  ? — They  are 
lighted  from  forty-five  minutes  after  sunset  until  forty- 
five  minutes  before  sunrise. 

51.  Is  there  any  complaint  of  the  light  being  insuffi- 
cient?— No,  sir ; I cannot  say  there  is. 

52.  How  is  the  town  supplied  with  water? — We 
have  twenty  pumps,  lint  the  supply  is  very  deficient. 

53.  Are  there  complaints  about  its  deficiency  ? — I 
cannot  say  the  complaints  are  very  loud. 

54.  However,  yon  think  it  is  deficient  ? — There  is  a 
committee  appointed  on  the  subject. 

55.  Is  there  any  scheme  before  you  for  a water 
supply? — There  is  a committee  appointed  only  very 
lately,  to  introduce  water  works.  They  liave  been  in 
communication  with  two  towns,  and  have  got  impor- 
tant communications  both  from  Newry  and  Enniskil- 
len, and  I have  called  a meeting  of  the  committee  for 
this  week. 

56.  But  you  have  no  definite  scheme  before  you  ?-- 
No ; we  have  no  definite  scheme  or  estimate  prepared 
as  yet. 

57.  Twenty  pumps  seem  a very  small  allowance  for 
such  a town  as  this  ? — It  is  very  defective. 

58.  Is  there  any  complaint  about  the  quality  ?— I 
think  the  health  of  the  town  is  wonderfully  good,  and 
I think  the  health  of  the  town  would  show  the  quality 
of  the  water  if  it  was  really  bad.  There  was  an  ana- 
lysis made  in  Dublin,  but  I have  very  little  faith  in 
analyses.  In  dry  seasons  the  water  might  be  deficient 
in  quality,  but  there  is  sufficient  this  season. 

59.  The  question  of  the  water  supply  is  under  con- 
sideration?— Yes,  decidedly. 

60.  What  is  the  state  of  the  drainage  ? — It  is  quite 
unfinished.  It  could  hardly  he  considered  as  extend- 
ing to  more  than  quarter  of  the  town. 

61.  Have  the  Commissioners  been  expending  any 
money  recently  on  sewerage? — We  liave  not  made  any 
important  main  sewers  to  any  extent. 

62.  How  much  money  have  you  lieen  spending  tor 
the  last  two  or  three  vears  on  sewers?— £130  within 
the  last  vear  and  a half  but  the  principal  thing  is  the 
main  drainage  of  the  town  which  was  essentially  county 

63  How  do  you  mean  county  work  ?— Inasmuch  as 
the  roads  were  under  the  control  of  the  County  Grand 

64.  But  the  drainage  of  a town  of  12,000  is  a work 
for  the  Commissioners  and  not  for  the  County  Grand 
jury  1 — But  there  is  a great  nuisance  immediately  in 
connection  with  the  jail  of  the  county  the  sewage  of 
which  discharges  itself  into  Lord  Roden  s demesne  and 
we  always  considered  we  had  a claim  on  the  counts 
and  a very  substantial  one,  and  in  point  of  fact  we  had 

obtained  a presentment  from  the  sessions,  but  at  tl.e 

last  moment  it  was  rejected  by  the  Grand  Jury  although 
it  was  passed  by  the  associated  ratepayers.  It  was 
rejected  some  years  since  and  ever  since  that  we  have 
applied  to  the  cesspayers  and  Grand  Jury  to  grant  a 
presentment,  and  it  was  lost  m some  way  or  otber. 

P 65.  "What  would  he  the  amount  of  it?— It  was 
always  disputed  and  we  put  so  much  on  the  county  or 
so  much  on  the  county-at-large.  It  was  something 
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66.  For  the  one  nuisance  arising  from  the  one 
sewer  ? — That  nuisance  coultl  not  he  properly  removed 
without  extensions,  of  which  we  had  the  plans  prepaied 
by  Mr.  Murray  our  surveyor ; and  to  make  things 
complete  it  would  require  £1,500  for  the  main  drain- 
age of  that  part  of  the  town. 

67.  That  is  for  one  particular  district? — Yes,  any 
main  drainage  for  the  town  has  been  by  presentment 
on  the  county  or  barony-at-large. 

68.  Do  you  mean  the  Commissioners  don’t  extend 
the  mains  themselves? — We  had  no  money  except  by 
raising  the  sanitary  rate. 

69.  Would  you  have  power  to  strike  a sanitary  rate 
for  the  purpose ! — Now  we  have  the  right. 

70.  Y ou  have  had  that  power  for  some  years  ? — Y es, 
we  always  thought  we  had  a primary  claim  on  the 
Grand  J ury  inasmuch  as  we  have  never  received  ail)’ 
money  for  the  flagging  of  those  streets,  as  they  do  in 
the  south  of  Ireland. 

71.  But  that  does  not  excuse  you  from  doing  your 
duty  ?— In  sanitary  matters  our  taxes  are  thought  to 
be  high  enough. 

72.  Have  you  got  a proper  scheme  of  drainage  and 
what  that  would  cost?— It  might  be  done  at  from 
£3,000  to  £4,000,  but  we  have  no  formal  report.  The 
completion  of  our  drainage  would  certaintly  cost  about 
that. 


73.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 
matter  at  all  as  a bod)'  1 — We  thought  we  had  a primary 
claim  on  the  Grand  Jury. 

74.  And  the  Commissioners  deferred  thinking  of  it 
until  they  could  get  money  out  of  the  Grand  Jury?— 
Yes,  until  we  could  get  it  out  of  the  Grand  Jury  as  we 
now  hope  to  do. 

75.  Did  you  consider  you  were  quite  free  from  auy 
claim  on  the  Grand  Jury  now  that  you  have  got  con- 
trol of  the  roads? — I think  I have  said,  we  have  still 
a very  fair  ground  for  a claim  against  the  Grand  Jur-y 
for  the  county -at-large.  The  nuisance  from  their  over- 

. drainage  into  the  Roden  demesne  in  the  proximity 
of  the  National  schools  I thiuk  gives  us  a claim,  although 
we^are  separated  as  regards  boundary. 

1 6.  Independent  of  that  isn’t  there  a very  lar<m 
amoirnt  wanting  to  make  the  drainage  good— the  vest 
tbei'.e  “ a eoul,le  of  thousands  wanted. 

it.  the  mam  drainage  of  the  town  has  been  suspended 
for  want  of  funds  ?— That  is  fairly  the  case. 

78.  Is  there  any  other  improvement  that  is  in  abey- 
anee  for  want  of  fluids?— The  water  scheme  is  one. 

, ' D°  y°u  the«*  would  have  been  a water 
scheme  if  you  had  more  funds  ?— There  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  move  disposition  to  take  up  that  pro- 
ject The  incumbrance  of  the  debt  of  this  buildin<r 
has  been  a drawback  in  the  way  of  increased  taxation 

^M»sU3  000o^,4000,JthoSS^S 

the  propraetors  410,000  or  £S, 000,  end  eve?  since  the 
prrohese  of  rt,  it  1™  been  on  mcmnhmnce  on  the“  “es 
of  the  town  of  £200  or  £.300  » year.  There  is  a 
revenue  of  £150  from  the  concern  itself,  hut  it  is 
totally  mndequste  to  pay  the  debentures  nnd  interest 
. ™ “tolins  fend  1— We  have  deben- 

iuies  collateral  with  our  mortgage 

wi  T™able  debentures  ?-No,  sir,  they  are  num- 
beied  and  become  due  m rotation.  When  they  were 
originally  m the  hands  of  the  bank,  there  was  no 
fixed  rate  of  interest,  but  the  current  rate  of  interest 

+lS°metl™e!  mn  Up  aS  hlgh  “ ten  per  cent.  : but 
since  then  private  persons  fortunately  have  stepped  in 

™tnorhfie  6UtWeS’ 1111(1  ™ limited  to  the 
payment  of  a five  per  cent,  interest,  instead  of  a 
variabie  rate ; but  it  never  went  below  five 

, t2,  y°,u  ^ of  the  rate-payers  as 

to  whether  they  think  it  advisable  to  have  anexten 

?tS  m1  d°U,t  Wv  the  pubHc  feeling.  but 
I think  it  would  be  a great  injustice  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, having  regard  to  this  Act  of  Parliament,  to  ex- 
tend the  boundaries,  and  I don’t  know  how  we  Z>5d 
face  the  expenditure.  oulu 

83.  Just  explain  that.  Do  y„„  tbinl  if  the  boimd- 
aracs  were  extended  rt  would  be  unfair  ? — It  wonl  “be 


particularly  unfair  to  the  Commissioners  and 
as  the  outside  people  go  they  should  be  very  W f 
come  in.  - W to 


si  Why  I_By  reason  for  saying  «,  i.  tllk  _ 
county  cess  is  levied  alike  on  house  property  a,„i 
land,  at  the  rate  of  two  shillings  in  the  pound  * r}:  ,°n 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  if  my  construction  of  S 
nght,  the  arlditioind  rate  wiricli  we  have  power  t„ 
under  this  new  bill,  will  only  be  assessable  in  rtf 
quai-ter  proportion  on  laud,  while  on  house  pro.Jv 
it  remauis  at  the  full  rate  of  two  shillings  1 ' 

85.  You  mean  tor  tire  road  rate,  ,o.  that  tl, 
sumal  order  rate  will  be  distributed  in  the  same 
the  improvement  rate?— It  appeals  to-  me  so  by  the 
reading  of  the  Act,  but,  perhaps,  my  construction  of  it 
is  utterly  wrong. 

8G.  Then  yon  think  if  any  additional  laud  was  taken 

m outside  the  present  boundary,  you  would  have  to 
maintain  their  roads  and  only  receive  one-fourth  of 
the  rates? — We  would  receive  more  than  one-fourth 

87.  One- fourth  of  the  additional  improvement  and 
one-fourth  of  the  road  rate,  but  you  think  that  that 
would  not  pay  for  the  additional  expenditure  on  the 
extended  roads  ? — I think  not. 

S8.  What  did  you  pay  to  the  comity  before  you  be- 
came the  road  authority? — Three  shillings,  but  on  i 
valuation,  £20,000. 

89.  How  much  did  the  county  spend  on  the  town ! 
— I made  up  a return  in  connexion  with  the  inquiry 
held  by  the  Local  Government  Inspector,  and  in  a 
period  of  two  years  we  were  £2,046  outlie  wrong  side: 
we  were  at  a loss  to  that  amount. 

90.  You  paid  more  than  was  expended  ?— Yes,  to 
that  extent,  and  the  surplus  went  to  the  benefit  of  tlie 
barony  outside  the  boundary. 

91.  Did  you  take  out  the  county-at-large  expenses? 
—Yes ; Dr.  Roughan’s  report  which  he  made  out 
in  his  own  way  is  substantially  correct. 

92.  You  have  now  to  pay  the  oouuty-at-large. charges? 


93.  And  have  you  to  pay  a share  of  the  county 
surveyor’s  charges  ? — Wo  will  have  to  pay  all  county- 
at-large  charges  as  before. 

94.  No  exemptions  ? — No. 

95.  But  when  you  say  you  wore  in  certain  years  at 
a loss  of  about  £2,000,  do  you  mean  that  the  county 
expended  £300  a year  less  on  the  town  than  they 
received  ? — Quite  so,  and  that  the  surplus  went  to  the 
works  in  the  barony  outside  the  municipal  boundary. 

96.  You  have  considered  all  that  question,  and 
consider  it  advisable  to  become  the  road  authority?— 
Yes,  we  thought  that  a very  great  grievance. 

97.  It  is  a smaller  disproportion  than  some  other 
towns  ? — It  is  sir,  but  £300  is  more  than  3d.  in  the 
pound  on  our  taxation. 

98.  Did  you  calculate  at-  all  what  the  additional 
expense  would  be  ? — We  did  not  go  into  that  question 
at  all. 

99.  Or  whether  you  would  be  able  to  do  it  for  the 
sum? — No,  we  looked  upon  it  as  imperative  on  us  to 
take  up  the  control  of  the  roads,  provided  only  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  the  Grand  Jm-y  would 
sanction  it. 

100.  You  think  it  imperative  independent  of  lie 
saving  of  money  ? — Yes,  we  thought  that  the  tiling 
had  come  to  a dead  lock,  owing  to  the  contention  that 
existed  as  to  the  duty  of  cleansing  the  streets.  It  was 
always  thought  that  that  was  au  inseparable  portion 
of  their  maintenance. 

101.  Do  you  mean  of  the  road  contracts? — It  was 
provided  in  the  specification  that  the  contractor  should 
scrape  and  cart  away  all  mud.  The  Commissioners 
were  always  anxious  and  willing  to  do  the  scavenging, 
but  wished  the  road  authorities  to  remove  the  mud— 
I mean  scrape  and ‘remove  the  mud. 

102.  That  is  different  from  scavenging.  The  Com- 
missioners were  always  willing  to  do  the  scavenging, 
but  they  wished  the  road  authorities  to  remove  the 
mud? — Yes,  the  mud  caused  by  the  broken  stones  and 
hmh  traffic  of  tbe  town, 
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103  That  has  all  come  to  a conclusion  now  1— Yes, 
i have  undertaken  tlic  repairs  and  lighting,  and 

wlUr.mt  for  the  cost  was  £1,379. 

104  What  is  that  fori— That  is  the  collector’s 

\ is  for  general  purposes,  5 d.  for  sanitary 

1 a to  library  rate. 

P 105  That  is  Is.  6(7.1 — Yes,  that  is  the  gross  amount 
of  the  warrant,  and  that  when  realized  will  be  a few 
pounds  less,  perhaps  £25. 

‘ 106  Mr.  Robinson.  — In  which  direction  is  the 
fanilding  extending  1— There  are  some  new  buildings 
in  Barrack-street.  Mr.  Williamson  is  erecting  some 
new  buildings  there,  and  there  ore  some  buildings 
worn"  <>n  in  Sea  town. 

° 107.  Is  the  land  outside  let  on  building  lease  1— - 
Wellington-place  is  let  on  building  lease.  The  diffi- 
culty is  to  get  Lord  Roden  to  give  a building  lease. 

108.  Are  there  any  villa  residences  outside  where 
people  go  to  live  who  carry  on  business  in  the  town  1 
L\res  there  are  a few. 

109.  Do  you  know  the  electoral  division? — Yes. 
lio!  Is  it  much  built  over  outside  the  town  1 — It 

is  mostly  land. 


111.  But  the  electoral  division  is  all  very  valuable  Dundalk. 

from  its  proximity  to  Dundalk  1 — Yes.  Jirfy  88,1879. 

112.  Dundalk  is  the  market  town  of  everybody  Mr.  Edward 

living  within  the  division  1 — Yes.  Farrell. 

113.  Mr.  Cotton. — Would  yon  consider  the  elec- 
toral division  too  large  to  be  the  boundary  of  the 
town  1 — I think  I am  right  in  my  interpretation  of  the 
Act.  We  would  be  swamped  altogether  by  taking 
it  in. 

114.  That  is  by  the  road  maintenance '! — Yes. 

115.  Mr.  Robinson.— Has  any  meeting  of  the  rate- 
payers been  convened  to  consider  this  question! — No, 
nothiug  beyond  our  special  meetiug. 

116.  Have  they  had  notice  of  our  coming  here  ? — I 
saw  it  advertised  in  some  of  the  local  papers.  Of 
course  I reported  it  at  the  meeting  on  Wednesday  last 
that  such  an  inquiry  would  take  place  to-day. 

117.  Do  you  know  the  poor  law  wards? — Yes, 
hut  we  have  no  tracing  of  them.  They  are  Upper, 

Lower,  South,  and  North. 

118.  Mr.  Cotton. — How  many  to wnlands  are  there 
in  the  division  ? — Twenty-four  in  all. 


Mr.  E.  H.  M'Aiidle  examined. 


119.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  Chairman  of  the  Town 
Commissioners? — Yes. 

120.  How  long  have  you  been  so? — Twenty  yearn, 

I think.  . 

121.  Have  you  considered  the  question  of  extending 

the  present  boundaries? — I have  given  it  my  best  con- 
sideration, and  I think  the  boundaries  should  be  left 
as  they  are.  . , „ . . 

122.  Were  you  a Commissioner  when  the  Act  was . 
adopted  in  1855  ?— Oh,  yes,  I must  have  been. 

123.  Do  you  remember  what  guided  you  in  fixing 
the  present  limits  which  you  have  adopted  ?— " Well,  I 
think  we  took,  as  near  as  I can  recollect,  a circle  from 
the  centre  of  the  town. 

124.  1 see  you  only  included  one-lialf  of  the  demesne 
within  the  town  ? — Y es.  T1 10  railway  is  the  boundary 
through  the  demesne. 

125.  Why  should  the  other  portions  not  be  included  1 
— I can  assign  no  reason  except  one,  being  within  the 
limit  of  the  circle.  The  railway  through  the  demesne 
is  not  half  as  far  from  tlic  centre  of  the  town  as  the 
other  parts,  and  beyond  taking  tlic  railway  as  a con- 
venient boundary  there,  I know  of  no  other. 

126.  Do  you  think  it  desirable  to  take  in  the  rest 
of  the  demesne  ? — I don’t  think  so,  the  matter  having 
been  fully  discussed  at  a special  meeting,  and  the 
Board  being  unanimous. 

127.  The  Town  Clerk  has  told  us  the  great  reason 
against  extension  i3  that  under  the  present  circum- 
stances you  would  be  bound  to  maintain  the  roads,  and 
only  receive  one-fourth  of  the  rates  for  that.  Was  that 
the  reason? — Yes,  that  was  the  reason  urged  against 
extension — I should  say  the  main  reason. 

128.  How  long  is  it  since  you  began  discussing  the 


question  of  becoming  the  road  authority  ? — It  must  be 
at  least  four  yearn. 

129.  Beyond  that  was  there  any  talk  of  extension  of 
the  town  ?— No,  there  was  not. 

130.  Do  you  consider  drainage  is  in  a bad  way  in 
Dundalk?— I do. 

131.  The  Town  Clerk  says  it  is  coming  before  the 
Commissioners?— Yes.  I myself  suffer  considerably. 
A portion  of  my  land  is  completely  inundated  for 
want  of  drainage. 

132.  And  is  that  drainage  that  you  describe  the 
drainage  of  the  lauds  or  of  the  town  proper  ? — It  is 
the  drainage  of  tlic  lands,  but  I live  withiu  the 
boundary. 

133.  Is  it  want  of  funds  that  prevented  _ you 
entering  on  the  question  of  drainage  before  this  ? — 
Certainly. 

134.  With  regard  to  the  water  supply  of  the  town, 
is  that  in  the  same  way  1 — To  a large  extent  it  is,  in 


the  same  way. 

135.  If  you  had  means  would  you  want  a better 
supply  ?— We  have  an  unlimited  supply  in  some  parts, 
but  the  quality  is  not  us  good  as  in  others. 

136.  Are  you  entering  on  the  question  of  a better 

supply? — Yes.  . , , 

137.  And  you  would  have  done  it  before  but  lor 

want  of  funds? — Yes.  ., 

138.  Mr.  Bobinson.— Do  you  think  any  redistribu- 
tion of  wards  necessary  or  desirable  ? — I don’t  think 
so.  I think  they  are  very  fairly  divided. 

139.  Do  you  think  they  should  be  conterminous  with 
the  wards  for  poor  law  purposes?— I don’t  see  the  object. 

140.  You  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  the  Town 
Clerk  has  mentioned  ? — No. 


Mr.  E.  H. 
31‘Ardle. 


Mr.  Edward  Carleton  examined. 


141.  I would  wish  to  remove  the  feeling  that  the 
Commissionersneglected  their  duty  as  to  sewerage.  That 
was  recognised  as  a very  great  want  for  years.  It  was 
simply  deferred  from  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Jury 
having  expended  a sum  of  £5,000.  or  £6,000  on  the 
main  drainage  of  the  town  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago, 
it  was  always  taken  for  granted  that  the  Grand  Jury 
would  finish  the  work,  and  the  presentments  were 
brought  forward  several  times  and  were  only  thrown 
out  by  small  majorities,  and  the  hope  remained  that 
the  Grand  Jury  having  done  so  much  would  have  done 
the  remainder,  and  only  for  that  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners would  have  grappled  with  the  question. 

142.  Those  presentments  that  were  thrown  out 


what  were  they  for  ?— For  making  two  seven  that 
would  form  the  junction,  one  leading  from  the  county 
infirmary  and  the  other  from  the  county  prison.  That 
would  need  some  four  or  five  hunched  yards,  and  form 
a junction  with  the  main  sewer.  That  would  have 
drained  the  upper  portion  of  the  town,  and  relieved 
the  difficulty  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Black  and  the  other 
ratepayers  feel,  owing  to  the  overflow  water.  If  these 
sewers  were  made  and  portion  of  this  water  diverted,  it 

would  have  flushed  the  sewers. 

143  You  have  given  up  all  hope  from  the  l*rana 
Turv  and  you  are  now  taking  up  the  matter  yourself? 
_Yes  As  to  the  question  of  water  supply,  there  is 
an  abundant  supply,  except  in  warm  seasons,  but  the 


Mr.  Edward 
Carleton. 
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difficulty  is,  that  the  water  lying  towards  the  seaside  is 
invariably  bad  and  the  water  at  the  other  end  always 
good. 

144.  Do  you  consider  twenty  pumps  sufficient  for 
the  town  1 — Up  to  the  present  it  is,  in  this  way.  Thera 
is  scarcely  a public  establishment  in  the  town  or  large 
premises  but  have  pumps,  and  the  people  are  allowed 
free  access  to  these  pumps.  Hotel  yards  and  all  have 
pumps,  and,  except  in  very  dry  seasons,  there  is  no 
complaint  as  to  quantity,  but  the  difficulty  that  has 
arisen  at  any  time  is  as  to  its  quality. 

145.  Has  any  scheme  of  water  supply  on  a large 
scale  been  before  the  Commissioners  1 — Yes.  It  is  the 
want  of  funds  and  the  necessity  of  putting  on  addi- 
tional taxation,  while  the  burden  of  the  town  hall  lay 
on  the  Commissioners,  that  prevented  the  Commis- 
sioners taking  up  the  matter  in  a practical  form,  but 
the  Government  have  intimated  that  they  would  con- 
tribute to  the  waterworks  in  order  that  the  barracks 
might  have  a good  supply,  and  the  thing  has  taken  a 
practical  form  now,  and  we  expect  the  Government 
will  be  prepared  to  go  further,  as  we  are  prepared  to 
supply  the  county  prison  which  has  now  become 
Government  property. 

146.  What  is  the  provision  in  regard  to  fires  ? — We 
are  very  well  provided  in  that  way.  The  military 
barracks  has  an  engine,  and  not  only  do  the  engines 
turn  out  but  large  bodies  of  soldiers  in  cases  of  fii'e. 

147.  But  when  that  military  engine  goes  to  a fire, 
where  does  it  get  a water  supply  ? — Every  house  has  a 
pump,  and  in  very  few  instances  has  the  water  supply 
failed.  We  have  the  barrack  engine,  the  distillery 
engine,  and  the  foundry  engine. 

148.  Do  you  mean  in  case  of  fire  the  pumps  pro- 
vided sufficient  water  1 — Sometimes  the  river  has  been 
used,  and  of  course  there  has  been  some  trouble,  but, 
as  a rule,  the  water  has  always  been  found  sufficient' 
for  the  three  engines.  If  there  was  a fire  of  any  great 
magnitude  our  water  supply  would  not  be  available,  but 
it  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  there  is  such  assistance 
rendered  by  these  three  engines  and  by  the  military 
that  there  is  no  case  scarcely  where  the  fire  obtained 
any  height  before  it  was  suppressed. 

149.  If  it  was  not  for  this  question  of  the  roads  and 
the  additional  expense  the  increase  would  bring  the 
town,  would  you  have  extended  the  boundaries? — No; 
the  feeling,  on  the  contrary,  is  rather  in  favour  of  con- 
tracting the  boundary  in  a small  way. 

150.  Why? — There  were  four  persons  who  suffered 
grievance  by  the  present  boundaries.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Black,  whose  place  is  marked  on  the  Dublin-road ; 
Mr.  Robinson  ; Mrs.  Dickie;  and  Mr.  Roche. 

151.  You  think,  in  the  case  of  these  people,  there 
is  a hardship1? — Yes.  These  four  residents  have  a 
grievance ; for,  while  they  are  paying  town  rates,  they 
are  getting  no  benefit  in  the  way  of  water  and  light ; 
and,  in  the  way  of  light,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the 
Commissioners  to  assist  them,  as  the  gas  company 
would  not  extend  their  mains  in  that  way.  Then- 
water-supply  they  get  from  pumps,  and  they,  besides, 
remained  without  water  for  several  years,  and  the 
Commissioners  felt  that  they  were  quite  right  in' 
equity.  However,  at  the  meeting,  when  the  matter 
was  discussed,  it  was  considered  that  although  it  was 
a grievance  to  these  four  people,  if  Mr.  Exham’s  con- 
tention  is  right  as  to  land  only  paying  one-fourth,  it 
would  be  better  for  them  to  remain  within  the  bound- 
ary; because  instead  of  paying  2s.  cess,  as  they  would 
be  liable  for  m the  county,  if  they  came  into  the 
borough  they  would  only  have  to  pay  a fourth  of  that. 

152.  What  Mr.  Exham  said  was  not  with  that  pro- 
vision before  him  at  all?— Of  course,  the  question  is 
whether  we  should  deal  with  that  2s.  as  with  the  cess 
or  as  really  part  of  the  general  consolidated  rate.  If 
we  deal  with  it  as  a cess,  we  can  put  2s.  on  these  lands. 


153.  Was  that  not  discussed  at  the  time  the,,,* 
visional  order  was  sought  ?— No ; but  we  were  b i 
to  carry  out  the  provisional  order  in  any  case  °T 
the  tune  we  refused  to  contract  the  boundaries  it » 
with  no  desire  to  keep  these  four  ratepayers 

but  we  believed  that  by  keeping  them  withb,  t£ 
boundaries,  they  would  benefit  under  tliis  m-ovki,,,  i 
order.  It  all  depends  on  how  that  2s.  would  be  S 
— as  county  cess  or  part  of  the  rates. 

154.  Don’t  you  think  gentlemen  residing  within 
that  distance  of  the  town  have  a considerable  interest 
in  the  town  being  kept  clean  ?— Decidedly.  I w 
urged  that  point  on  the  Rov.  Mr.  Black,  but  he  could 
not  see  it. 


155.  But  don’t  you  think  that  people  residin,' 
within  three-quarters  of  a mile  of  the  town  Lave  ■! 
greater  interest  in  the  town  than  people  living  four 
miles  away?— Yes,  certainly.  But  these  gentlemen 
feel  they  have  a grievance  ; and,  there  being  only  four 
persons  aggrieved,  the  Board  were  rather  in  favour  of 
having  the  boundary  contracted  to  do  away  with  the 
grievance ; but  they  thought,  on  consideration,  they 
probably  would  be  benefited  under  the  new  sys- 
tem. 

156.  Can  you  tell  me  any  reason  why  the  limits 
are  not  extended  as  far  to  the  west  as  to  the  east  1— 
No;  except  in  this  way : — From  the  form  ofBundalk 
as  you  may  see  from  the  map,  there  is  a vast  quantity 
of  building-ground  available  within  the  present  bound- 
ary that  would  do  for  the  next  half-century.  The 
town  is  built  iu  the  form  of  a triangle;  but,  at  the 
back  and  front  of  each  face  of  this  triangle,  there  is  a 
vast  quantity  of  building-ground,  which  is  not  availed 
of,  owing  to  the  late  Lord  Roden’s  powers  being 
limited.  But  once  this  ground  is  thrown  open  to 
building,  there  is  ample  room  without  going  outside 
the  boundary.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  it  is 
not  desired  to  extend  the  town  beyond  its  present 
boundaries,  as  there  is  ample  room  for  whatever  build- 
ing is  likely  to  be  made. 

157.  Have  you  ever  considered  whether  the  present 
boundaries  of  the  wards  are  satisfactory  ? — I am  not 
able  to  lay  my  hand  on  a return  I saw  three  years 
ago  of  the  population  and  valuation  of  each  of  the 
wards ; but  the  two  largest  wards — Seatown  and 
Middle  ward — were  £6,000  valuation,  each,  while 
the  other  two  wards  were,  as  near  as  possible,  £4,000 
valuation  each.  From  that  it  would  appear  that  the 
division  was  well  considered  at  the  time. 


158.  And  then  you  consider  them  satisfactory  ? — 
Yes.  You  observe  that  the  larger  wards  have  a larger 
representation.  It  is  as  close  an  approximation  as  we 
could  make.  As  regards  the  lamps,  there  are  twelve 
additional  lamps  which  are  kept  on  the  quays  at  the 
cost  of  the  Harbour  Commissioners. 

159.  Are  the  quays  under  the  conti-ol  of  the 
Harbour  Commissioners  1 — Yes,  although  they  are 
private  property ; they  are  under  the  direction  of  the 
Harbour  Board  by  a special  Act.  The  Town  Clerk 
forgot  an  important  item  when  speaking  of  sewerage. 
I saw  you  observed  there  was  an  increase  of  two 
pence  in  one  year.  That  was  really  put  on  that  year 
for  the  construction  of  sewers.  There  was  £600  in  all 
laid  out  on  the  portion  of  the  main  sewer  at  St. 
Helena-quay,  where  it  flowed  into  the  open. 

160.  Six  hundred  pounds  by  the  Commissioners  ? 
— Yes,  but  the  London  and  North  Western  Company 
made  a contribution  of  £150,  as  they  caused  the 
necessity  for  poi-tion  of  the  sewer,  so  that  nearly  £500 
was  laid  out  by  the  Commissioners. 

161.  When  was  that? — The  work  was  complete! in 
1876.  It  was  made  in  two  portions,  but  at  present 
we  are  quite  unable  to  grapple  with  the  main  drain- 
age. 
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162.  You  are  borough  surveyor  ? — Yes. 

163.  Can  you  give  us  the  area  of  the  different 
wards  ? — Yes,  the  North  ward  is  400  acres  ; South, 
300  acres  ; Seatown,  550  acres ; Middle,  130  acres. 

164.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  population  1 
— No. 

165.  Have  you  formed  any  estimate  of  it1? — No. 

166.  "What  is  the  mileage  of  the  streets  and  roads 
you  will  now  have  to  maintain  1 — I have  not  got  the 
return  here. 

167.  Do  you  know  what  the  maintenance  of  the 
roads  would  be  outside  the  present  boundary  per  xuile? 
—Not  accurately. 

168.  Then  you  could  not  tell  what  the  additional 
expense  would  be  if  there  was  an  extension  of  two 
miles? — Not  correctly  at  present. 

169.  Are  they  anything  more  than  the  ordinary 
roads,  is  there  any  special  traffic  ? — No,  nothing  more 
than  the  ordinary  traffic  coming  into  a little  town 
like  Dundalk.  There  is  more  traffic  on  the  Ardee  and 
Carrickmacross  roads. 

170.  And  these  have  been  heavier  contracts? — 
Yes. 

171.  Have  you  any  map  of  the  roads? — No,  it  is 
with  the  Grand  Jury. 

172.  Town  Clerk. — We  have  no  map  ; the  map  is 
in  reality  the  property  of  the  town  and  paid  for  by 
them,  but  it  is  in  the  custody  of  the  secretary  of  the 
Grand  Jury. 

173.  Mi".  Cotton. — Are  you  aware  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Public  Health  Act  on  the  subject  ? 

Town  Clerk. — All  we  would  have  to  do  would  he 
to  appoint  a deputation  to  wait  on  the  Grand  Jury 
at  their  next  meeting  and  get  the  map. 


tAY  examined. 


Ddxdalk. 


Examination  of  Mr.  Murray  resumed. 


July  "8,  1879. 


174.  Can  yon  tell  me  what  the  drainage  of  the  Murray, 
town  is  like  ? — It  is  by  ordinary  sewers,  some  built 
and  others  brick  sewers. 


175.  Is  the  town  divided  into  districts  ? — No,  it  all 
drains  towards  St.  Helena’s.  There  is  a main  sewer 
made  fifteen  years  ago  by  the  Grand  Jury.  The  main 
sewer  commences  at  St.  Helena’s  and  goes  up  the  quay 
road  with  a junction  on  Castle-road,  crossing  Castle- 
road,  Stable-lane,  Church-lane,  taps  Clanbrassil-street, 
part  of  Bachelor’s-walk,  Market-street,  Roden-plaee 
and  Crow-street,  taps'  Clanbrassil-street  again,  and 
takes  up  Prancis-street  and  portion  of  Park-street,  and 
discharges  at  St.  Helenas. 

176.  Have  you  any  other  drainage? — No,  excejit 
the  ordinary  street  drainage. 

177.  Have  you  any  other  scheme? — Yes,  by  Park- 
street,  Union-street,  and  Dublin-street,  in  the  direction 
of  Stable-place,  "and  that  is  all  we  want. 

178.  Then  there  will  be  a further  extension  down 
Clanbrassil-street  in  the  direction  of  the  bridge  1 — That 
is  what  we  now  require. 

179.  What  do  you  expect  that  will  cost? — It  will 
cost  £4,000.  I brought  a presentment  on  three  or 
four  occasions  before  the  Grand  J ury  for  the  extension 
of  the  sewerage  and  it  was  thrown  out. 

180.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  of  your  own  as 
to  the  boundaries  ? — I did  wonder  to  myself  at  the 
contracted  portion  of  it  in  Lord  Roden’s  demesne. 

181.  Do  you  think  it  ought  to  be  extended  in  that 
direction  ? — I think  so.  It  would  involve  no  expense, 
as  there  are  no  roads  whatever  in  the  district,  and  it 
would  be  a great  advantage.  Having  control  of  the 
streets  now  we  will  be  able  to  pave  them.  It  was  a 
matter  much  required  for  some  time. 


Rev.  Robert  Black  examined. 

l!ev.  S 

182.  The  only  thing  I wish  to  say  is  with  regard  to  188.  That  is  about  a mile  from  the  town  ? — It  is  Black- 
the  sewerage  id  the  town,  is  that  in  my  part  of  it  about  a mile  and  a quarter. 

the  sewerage  is  exceedingly  had.  I may  say  there  is  189.  Do  you  think  that  every  person  within  a mile 
none  at  all.  and  a quarter  like  this  ought  to  pay  something  towards 

183.  That  is  on  the  south  ? — Yes,  and  coming  down  the  town  being  kept  in  good  condition  ? — For  my  own 
on  an  evening  the  smell  is  really  not  bearable.  The  part  I would  have  no  objection  if  all  were  treated  in 
whole  sewage  of  the  district  comes  into  an  open  ditch,  the  same  way,  hut  I don’t  think  the  town  boundary  is 
probably  six  feet  wide,  and  there  it  remains  for  months,  at  all  a fair  boundary. 

and  the  malaria  goes  through  the  whole  district.  190.  But  if  all  others  were  treated  in  the  same  way 

184.  Is  there  no  exit  ? — No,  but  there  should  be  a would  you  have  any  objection  ? — Not  any  as  regards 

sewer.  I am  far  more  anxious  about  that  than  about  myself,  but  assuredly  I think  Fair  Hill  and  my  own 
the  boundary.  place  should  be  exempted  if  the  boundary  remains  as 

185.  You  think  that  money  wants  to  be  expended  it  is  now.  And  there  is  one  other  matter  I wish  exceed- 
on  tlxe  drainage  to  improve  it?— Of  course,  bxxt  a very  ingly  to  mention  if  it  was  within  the  range  of  the  in- 
small  expense  would  abate  that  nuisance.  The  drainage  vestigation,  that  something  should  be  done  with  x-egard 
is  not  only  defective  but  it  scarcely  exists.  The  to  the  Rampart  river.  It  is  a perpetual  grievance  to 
sewage  nms  from  the  houses  into  cesspools.  With  that  end  of  the  town. 

regard  to  the  water,  I have  heard  complaints  that  it  191.  We  have  nothing  to  say  as  to  whether  the 
is  not  good ; of  course  there  is  no  water  to  put  out  Commissioners  do  their  duty ; we  have  only  to  go  into 
fires.  There  are  no  waterworks.  There  were  pumps  the  question  whether  there  is  any  reason  for  giving 
before  the  Commissioners  got  the  management  into  them  more  rateable  property  or  a larger  area, 
their  hands.  There  have  been  a few  sunk  since,  and  192.  Mr.  Carleton.—! That  is  really  a grievance  that 
in  some  parts  the  water  is  fair-,  but  in  others  I hear  it  he  speaks  of,  axxd  it  is  caused  xn  tins  way.  There  are 
is  not  so.  I had  to  sixxk  a well  in  my  own  place  in  large  establishments  that  draw  water  from  this  Ram- 
order  to  get  water,  aixd  very  good  water  it  is.  Of  part,  and  it  seems  when  it  suits  them  they  put  up  ob- 
course  I woxxld  have  been  very  anxioxxs  that  the  boun-  structioxxs  to  cause  a certain  amount  of  water  to  flow 
daries  would  have  been  contracted  so  as  to  exclude  to  their  establishments,  aud  I have  told  people  that 
me  for  I neither  get  cleansing,  water,  nor  lighting.  I the  only  way  is  to  issue  a process  against  these  people, 
am  glad  to  hear  even  at  the  elevexxth  hour  that  the  for  the  Town  Commissioners  cannot  deal  with  it  as  a 
Commissioners  are  about  to  give  me  light  on  that  road,  sanitary  matter. 

186.  You  think  if  the  boundary  was  to  remain  the  193.  Mr.  Black. — It  is  a sanitary  matter. 

same,  so  far  as  you  are  concerned  it  should  not  be  ex-  194.  Mi-.  Graves  Leech.  I am  a ratepayer-,  hut  I 

tended  in  other  directions  1—' Yes,  I think  it  is  a most  appear  not  chiefly  as  a ratepayer,  but  as  representing 
unfair  boundaiy.  I think  it  is  too  bad  to  go  out  to  some  parties  who  are  ratepayers.  They  are  the  parties 
Pair  Hill  to  Mrs.  Dickie’s  place  and  leave  the  demesne  to  whom  Mr.  Fan-ell  has  alluded  in  the  minutes, 
untouched.  He  said  some  objection  might  be  made  by  some  parties 

187.  That  is  speaking  comparatively ; hut  do  you  who  were  not  content.  These  are  the  parties  who, 

think  if  all  the  other  places  of  the  same  distance  were  not  content  -with  the  existing  boundary,  desire  to  lay 
taken  in  Fair  Hill  should  be  taken  in  also  ?— Yes.  before  you  their  reasons  why  the  boundary  should  be 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


Dundalk,  not  extended  but  contracted.  The  chief  objections 
July  28.  1879.  were  laid  before  you  in  the  memorial  that  was  sent  to 
Key.  Robert  then  secretary  of  your  commission  on  the  15th 

BUek.  November,  1878.  It  was  sent  by  Mr.  Black,  who  has 

already  given  his  evidence,  and  the  other  signatories 
are  Mrs.  Dickie,  Fair  Hill ; Captain  Caddell,  who 
lives  at  Brighton  "Villa.  Of  course  I don’t  appear  for 
Mr.  Black,  as  he  is  here  himself,  but  there  are  other 
parties  on  the  Shore  Road,  who  are  not  signatories, 
whom  I also  represent,  and  their  objections  are  mainly 
these : They  consider  that  the  boundary  should  be 
restricted  for  the  reason  that  while  subject  to  all  the 
other  rates  to  which  the  ratepayers  in  the  town  are 
subject,  they  get  no  advantage  whatever  from  these 
rates,  except  the  same  advantage  that  would  be  de- 
rived by  any  person  at  a distance  of  six  or  seven  miles 
coming  into  market  in  Dundalk.  Take  the  case  of 
Mis.  Dickie.  She  lives  at  Fair  Hill,  which  is  a mile 
and  a quarter  away.  Her  objections  are  that  she  gets 
no  water,  and  that  she  gets  no  gas.  She  gets  no  ad- 
vantage from  the  proximity  of  the  Post-office,  letters 
not  being  delivered  out  there,  so  that  she  does  not 
derive  from  the  town  the  advantages  other  persons 
derive  living  in  it. 

195.  Mr.  Cottox. — The  Commissioners  have  no 
control  as  to  the  letters. 

196.  Mr.  Graces. — No  ; but  the  grievance  could,  at 
the  same  time,  he  removed  if  she  was  relieved  from 
the  burden  of  the  payment  of  rates  which  falls  on  the 
persons  living  in  the’  town.  She  has  no  cleansing 
whatever.  She  has  no  benefit  from  that  or  paving, 
or  water,  or  footpaths  out  as  far  as  her  residence. 

197.  Mr.  Cotton. — Do  you  maintain  that  the 
owner  of  Fairy  Hill  has  no  more  interest  in  the 
streets  being  kept  clean  than  the  man  living  four 
miles  away?— I maintain  that  a person  living  at 
Fairy  Hill  may  not  have  any  further  advantage 
from  the  water,  lighting,  and  cleansing  of  the  to*-n 
than  any  other  from  any  distance  who  chose  to  make 
Dundalk  his  market  town.  I presume  that  any  per- 
son coming  into  the  town,  as  a market  town,  has  some 
little  interest  in  having  the  streets  kept  clean. 

19S.  Do  you  think  a person  living  a mile  and  a 
quarter  away  would  not  use  the  town  more  fre- 
quently than  persons  living  at  a greater  distance '1— 

I presume  they  probably  would,  but  these  are  the  main 
objections  on  Mrs.  Dickie’s  part. 

199.  "Will  she  object  to  pay  that  rate  if  everyone 
at  the  same  distance  away  from  the  centre  of  the  town 
also  paid,  or  is  it  that  she  is  further  away  than  other 
people?— I think  she  is  further  away  than  other 
people.  I don’t  think  she  would  be  selfish  enough  to 
say  she  would  pay  if  other  people  would  pay,  but  she 
says  I am  obliged  to  pay  although  I get  no  advantage 
from  the  rates,  and  I can  see  no  stronger  existing  ob- 
jection to  the  boundaries  than  that  on  her  part.  On  the 
part  of  other  persons  there  is  a feeling  that  the  small 
area  for  the  Commissioners  is  better  for  those  outside 
and  tho_se  inside ; for  those  outside,  because  they  would 
. . -)ect  to  some  other  authority  than  the  Com- 
missioners and  to  those  inside,  because  the  Comrnis- 
smners,  by  devoting  their  time  to  the  smaller  area, 
vould  attend  to  it  m a more  satisfactory  way.  The 
objection  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Caddell  axe  exactly  the 
same.  He  gets  no  advantage.  Fair  Hill  is  half  a 
mile  from  the  nearest  gas  lamp.  It  has  been  men- 
tioned as  an  answer,  but  it  is  no  answer,  that  the  gas 
IT  f f!'e  n he  hands  of  the  Gas  Company,  and 
the  Commissioners 
could  not  force  the  Gas  Company.  The  answer  to 
that  is  that  there  is  notlfing  in  the  world  to  pre- 
hinds ^ C°mmissloners  tak‘ng  the  gas  into  their  own 

2°0-  Captain  CaddeU’s  place  seems  to  be  nearer 
town  ? Yes,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a mile  from  the  nearest  gas  lamp,  and  I am 

nffl  T lamp  is  liever  ^tcd. 

Ihe  Post  Office  refuses  to  deliver  letters  so  far  as  that 
and  these  laches  and  gentlemen  have  to  send  in  their 
boy  to  the  Post  Office.  With  regard  to  some  parties, 


whom  I represent  on  the  Shore-road,  which  is  ,.,,u 
the  Boundary-road,  the  objections  there  are  tU 
There  is  no  light,  there  is  no  water,  and  the  ]?(?' 
are  not  delivered,  and  the  footpath  there  is  in  the  nT 
dreadful  condition.  It  is  not  only  in  such  a slob  thl 
you  cannot  walk,  without  running  the  risk  of  breakin 
your  neck,  but  there  is  never  anything  done  to  it  ami 
although  it  is  recognised  as  part  of  the  town  ’fiJ 
receive  no  benefit  whatever  from  the  rates  of  the  ton  ' 
It  has  been  suggested  by  these  parties  that  in  order  to 
remedy  this  thing,  you  will  see  that  two  of  those  p]a,« 
Fair-hill  and  the  other  place,  are  at  a considerable 
distance  from  the  town,  and  between  these  and  the 
outlying  villas  of  the  town  there  ave  no  other  villas 
I could  easily  understand,  if  the  suburbs  were  densely 
crowded  the  boundary  running  out  to  the  fmtbm 
villa,  but  the  boundary  here  seems  to  have  reached 
out  to  eatcli  these  two  or  three  villas  which  he  at  a 
peat  distance,  while  between  them  and  the  town  there 
is  no  appreciable  number  of  houses.  It  does  not 
therefore,  appear  what  principle  they  adopted  in  laving 
down  the  boundary,  or  they  would  not  have  taken  in 
Fair-hill  and  leave  out  other  places. 

201.  Mr.  Carle  ton. — It  is  quite  incorrect  to  sw 
there  is  nothing  done  in  the  way  of  cleansing  the  foot- 
paths. The  road  is  not  only  cleansed  at  the  expense 
of  the  county,  and  the  footpaths  kept  in  order  hut 
there  is  a private  road  extending  up  to  Mrs.  Dickie’s 
residence,  and  it  is  perfectly  absurd  to  say  she  is  not 
pi-ovided  with  cleansing,  because  the  Main-road  is  the 
road  the  county  have  control  over. 

202.  Mr.  Leech. — None  of  my  remarks  apply  to  the 
private  road.  This  private  rood  is  kept  in  much 
better  order  than  the  public  road  there. 

203.  Mr.  C arlelon. — The  Commissioners  have  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  public  road  up  to  the  present. 
The  road  has  invariably  been  well  kept  by  the  county, 
and  the  footpath  too.  At  the  same  time  the  Commis- 
sioners would  have  been  glad,  if  it  would  not  entail 
trouble  and  expense,  knowing  of  Mrs.  Dickie's 
grievance,  to  meet  her  views,  but  the  number  being 
small  it  would  not  be  worth  while,  and  we  know  that 
under  the  changed  circumstances  Mrs.  Dickie  may  lie 
benefited. 


204  Mr.  Leech. — You  say  if  there  was  such  a 
decision  as  to  leave  out  Mrs.  Dickie,  the  Commis- 
sioners would  hot  feel  aggrieved  1 — Not  the  least. 

205.  Mr.  Black. — I applied  to  the  Commissioners 
to  leave  out  my  place  and  Mrs.  Dickie’s,  and  they 
came  to  a resolution  saying,  if  it  would  not 
entail  expense  they  would  do  it,  so  they  wrote  to 
Dublin  and  were  told  there  would  be  no  expense,  mul 
then  they  receded  from  the  position  they  took  up. 
That  is  years  ago. 

206.  Mr.  Carleton. — It  was  recognised  that  there 
was  a grievance,  but  it  was  found  that  some  one  must 
suffer,  and  you  cannot  make  any  boundary  under  which 
some  ratepayer  will  not  suffer,  and  it  was  felt  that  the 
number  being  so  few  it  would  be  better  not  to  disturb 
existing  airangements. 

207.  Mr.  Black. — Tt  is  quite  clear  from  the  map  t hat 
the  boundary  was  fixed,  not  with  regard  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  town,  but  run  in  a zigzag  way  in  and 
out  in  every  direction  to  catch  one  in  and  not  another. 
I think  there  should  be  some  uniform  boundary  taking 
only  i.i  those  who  should  be  in. 

20d.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  think  the  boundary  ought 
to  be  altered  so  as  to  treat  every  one  in  the  same  way  ? 
— Yes.  The  way  these  boundaries  were  formed  was  by 
leaving  out  people  who  objected  to  the  formation  of 
the  town. 

209.  Mr.  Carleton. — To  this  the  Commissioners  have 
no  objection,  but  at  the  last  meeting  it  was  considered 
that  these  people  would  be  benefited. 

210.  Mi-.  Farrell. — The  late  Mr.  Patterson  was 
Mrs.  Dickie’s  predecessor  in  the  very  premises  under 
consideration,  and  if  lie  was  not  Chairman  of  the  Town 
Commissioners  at  the  time  the  boundary  was  fixed, 
be  was  certainly  one  of  the  body,  and  he  never  raised 
his  voice  against  the  boundary. 
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211.  Mt.  Leech. — I understand  that  since  lie  was 
put  off  the  board  he  declined  to  pay  rates.  That  is  a 
very  strong  opinion  as  to  the  benefit  ot  it. 

212.  Mr.  Farrell. — No ; lie  was  allowed  to  sit  on  the 
Board  and  fight  his  battle  as  best  he  could. 

213.  Mr.  Carleton. — If  the  Bound  aries  Commis- 
sioners make  a recommendation  to  omit  these  people 
we  will  have  no  objection  ; but  it  was  simply  because 
we  thought  they  would  be  benefited. 

214.  Mr.  Leech. — There  is  one  point  more,  and  it  is 
as  a ratepayer  I speak,  with  regard  to  water.  I live 
at  one  part  of  the  town  and  I have  now  tried  all  the 
pumps  in  the  town,  and  in  order  to  get  drinkable  water 
that  won’t  poison  myself  and  my  family  I have  sent 


nearly  three-quarters  of  a mile,  and  it  is  only  just  tit 
for  use. 

215.  Mr.  Cotton.  -You  mean  in  the  interests  of 
the  town  there  should  be  some  scheme  for  a water 
supply  1 — It  is  one  of  the  most  important  things. 

2Ki.  Mr.  Carleton. — That  is  what  stares  the  Commis- 
sioners in  the  face.  We  believe  entirely  that  the  water, 
«uch  as  it  is,  would  he  preferred,  and  that  there  would 
be  the  greatest  objection  to  take  water  from  waterworks 
— that  they  would  be  satisfied  with  the  water  without 
having  abundance  of  it  rather  than  take  water  from  the 
waterworks. 


Dundalk. 
July  •> S,  1879. 

black. 


[The  inquiry  then  terminated.] 


LARNE.— JUNE  11tii,  1S79. 

(Before  Messrs.  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e.,  and  H.  A.  Robinson.) 


Labxe. 
June  11,  1879. 


Mr.  J OUN  II.  Gawn  examined. 


1.  You  are  clerk  to  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Larne  ? — I am. 

2.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office  ? — For  about 
twenty-one  years. 

3.  Under  What  Act  is  the  township  of  Larne  ? — 
Under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  1854. 

4.  When  was  the  town  put  under  the  operation  of 
that  Act  ? — In  April,  1858. 

5.  Had  it  been  under  any  previous  Act  1 — It  was 
under  the  9th  of  George  the  Fourth. 

6.  Was  the  Act  of  1 854  adopted  wholly  or  in  part  ? 
Only  in  part. 

7.  What  were  the  portions  of  the  Act  omitted? — 
Sewage,  paving,  and  watching. 

8.  You  have  power  to  levy  a rate  for  water  ? — Yes. 

9.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town  ? — At  pre- 
sent I don't  know  what  it  is. 

10.  What  was  it  in  1871 1 — 3,288  I think. 

11.  Has  it  been  on  the  increase'  since  that? — Yes, 
very  much  on  the  increase. 

12.  Do  you  know  what  the  population  is  at  present  ? 
— I don’t  know  the  exact  number,  hut  I daresay  it  is 
beyond  4.000. 

13.  What  is  the  size  of  the  township — It  is  very 
irregular. 

14.  But  what  is  the  number  of  acres? — I can’t  tell. 

14.  Won’t  the  rate-book  tell  that? — No;  we  never 
rated  any  land ; it  is  simply  house  pi'operty. 

15.  The  area  is  returned  on  Mr.  O’Brien’s  return  as 
-■16  acres,  and  he  must  have  got  that  area  somewhere  ? 
—Perhaps  he  got  it  from  the  Valuation  Office,  but  he 
did  not  get  it  from  us. 

16.  Don’t  you  get  a rate-book  sent  down  by  the 
Valuation  Department,  and  wouldn’t  that  show  what 
the  area  was? — We  take  our  rate  from  the  rate-book 
supplied  to  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

17.  And  what  is  the  area  attached  to  that  book? — 
We  don’t  copy  anything  but  the  house  property. 

18.  Have  you  any  lands  within  the  municipal 
boundary  from  which  you  levy  the  quarter  rating?— 

19.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  town  ? — The  valua- 
faon  for  the  half-year  ended  14fch  May,  1878  was 
£5,181  10s. 

20.  You  have  no  wards  in  the  town  ? — No. 

21.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  town  of  Lame  ? 

In  the  electoral  division  of  Lame. 

You  have  given  me  three  electoral  divisions  in 
your  return?— Yes,  because  the  boundary  is  partly  in 
three  electoral  divisions  ; that  is  our  old  boundary. 

-3.  That  is  your  present  boundary  too  ? — Yes. 

24.  It  is  in  three  electoral  divisions  ? — Yes. 

25.  Are  you  quite  sure  of  that  ?— Well  I think  so. 
here  are  the  electoral  divisions  of  Blackcave,  Larne, 

and  Inver. 

a maP  the  town? — Yes.  (Produces 


27.  That  is  altogether  in  the  electoral  division  of 
Larne,  and  doesn’t  go  into  any  other  electoral  division  ? 
— Inver  is  an  electoral  division. 

28.  No,  it  is  only  a townland?— This  includes  Inver. 

29.  What  are  the  rates  that  have  been  struck  within 
the  last  five  years,  begiuning  in  1874  ?— It  was  12d.  in 
the  i>ound  in  the  year  1874. 

30.  That  is  the  municipal  rate  ? — Yes,  what  we  call 
the  town  rate. 

31.  And  in  1875  ? — Gd.  in  the  pound. 

32.  In  1876  ? — It  was  6 d.  also. 

33.  In  1S77  ? — 7 d.  in  the  pound. 

34.  And  in  1878? — It  was  Od.  in  the  pound. 

35.  Have  you  struck  no  rate  this  year? — No,  sir. 

36.  Give  me  the  poor  rate  for  the  same  years  ? — In 
1874  it  was  Is.  Gd.  in  the  pound  ; 1S75,  Is.  3<L  ; 1876, 
Is.  2d. ; 1877,  Is.  id.,  and  1878  Is.  M.  in  the  pound. 

37.  Can  you  tell  me  whether  any  part  of  that  rate, 
since  1874,  was  for  special  sanitary  purposes? — I am 
not  aware  of  that. 

38.  Wliat  is  the  county  cess  for  the  same  years  1 — 
In  1874  it  was  lid. ; in  1875,  12tf. ; in  1876,  13d.  ; 
in  1877,  144d.,  and  in  1878,  12d.  in  the  pound. 

39.  How  many  Commissioners  are  there  in  the 
town? — Nine. 

40.  How  many  voters  are  there  within  the  muni- 
cipality 9 — I can’t  exactly  say. 

41.  Can  you  say  how  many  of  the  voters  are  quali- 
fied to  sit  as  Commissioners,  if  elected? — I can  make 
out  a return  of  both  from  the  books  here  and  I will 
send  it  in. 

42.  Have  the  Commissioners  had  before  them  the 
question  of  altering  the  boundaries  ? — We  have  talked 
it  over  a little. 

43.  They  have  come  to  no  resolution  ? — I think  the 
general  feeling  is  that  the  boundary  should  be  extended. 

44.  Have  you  no  resolution  on  your  books  on  the 
subject  ? — No. 

45.  But  that  is  the  Commissioners’  view  of  the 
matter? — Yes. 

46.  Is  there  any  particular  way  in  which  they  wish 
to  have  the  town  extended  ? — Yes. 

47.  How  is  the  town  of  Larne  lighted  ? — By  lamps. 

48.  How  many  lamps  are  there  ? — There  are  forty- 
eight  at  present. 

49.  Do  the  Commissioners  own  the  gas  works  ? — 
No ; there  is  a gas  company  by  whom  the  gas  is  sup- 
plied. 

50.  And  they  contract  with  the  gas  company  1 — Yes. 

51.  What  are  the  terms  of  the  contract  ? — For  the 
last  year  it  was  £11 5s.  per  lamp,  and  under  the  contract 
there  is  a scale  of  hours,  commencing  on  the  1st  Sep- 
tember ending  1st  May,  and  the  light  is  uniformly 
extinguished  at  twelve  o’clock.  The  scale  of  hours,  of 
course,  will  be  longer  the  shorter  the  day,  and  the 
longer  the  day  the  less  light  as  to  hours. 

52  How  is  the  town  provided  with  water? — Well, 

2 P 


Mr.  John  II. 
Gawn. 
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Larne.  there  have  been  fountains  erected  for  supplying  the 
June  ii,  1879.  town  with  water. 

Mr.  John  H.  53.  How  is  the  town  supplied  and  where  does  the 
Gawn.  water  come  from? — From  various  points.  "We  have 

water  from  areservoir  at  Greenlaads — aspring  reservoir. 

54.  That  is  let  down  by  pipes  ? — Yes,  it  comes  past 
the  poorhouse  to  the  town.  Then  we  have  water  from 
another  source  called  the  Coldwell.  The  town  is 
partly  supplied  from  that  source. 

55.  Is  the  supply  as  much  as  is  wanted  ? — Not  always. 

56.  Has  it  been  in  contemplation  to  improve  the 
supply  ? — Yes,  frequently.  We  have  not  been  able  to 
come  to  any  definite  resolution  as  to  how  it  is  to  be 
supplied  as  yet,  hut  the  tiling  is  before  the  mind  of  the 
Commissioners,  and  they  are  endeavouring  to  have  a 
supply  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  town. 

57.  But  they  have  no  definite  scheme  fixed  ? — Not  yet. 

58.  Is  the  town  well  drained  ? — I think  it  is  pretty 
well  drained,  a great  many  parts  of  it,  but  I am  not  as 
well  acquainted  with  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Commis- 
sioners did  not  take  anything  to  do  with  the  drainage 
since  1874  nor  before  it.  That  was  one  of  the  things 
they  did  not  enter  upon  at  the  time  the  Act  was 
adopted. 

59.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners  ever  had  under 
their  consideration  the  question  of  their  becoming  the 
sanitary  authority  ? — Frequently. 

60.  Have  they  petitioned  to  be  made  the  authority  ? 
—No. 

61.  Are  they  going  to  petition  with  that  view? — I 
think  so. 

62.  But  they  have  come  to  no  resolution  upon  it? — No. 

63.  Are  there  any  schools  in  the  town  ? — Oh  yes, 
a great  many  schools. 

64.  And  I suppose  the  fanners’  children  come  in 
from  a long  distance  to  attend  the  schools  ? — Yes. 

65.  How  far  would  you  say? — Well,  some  at  least 
come  in  three  miles,  but  there  are  schools  within 
three  miles  of  the  town. 

66.  How  far  does  the  present  boundary  extend  from 
this  hall  here  ? — It  is  very  imegular. 

67.  To  the  north  how  far  does  it  go  ? — Well,  it 
goes,  shall  I say,  about  half  a mile,  Mr.  Chairman. 

68.  Mr.  John  Crawford  (chairman  Township  Com- 
missioners).— No  ; about  a quarter  of  a mile. 

69.  Mr.  Cotton. — And  to  the  west  how  far  does  it 
extend  ? 

Mr.  Crawford. — It  extends  nearly  amileto  the  west. 

70.  Mr.  Cotton. — And  to  thesouth  andeasthowfar? 

Mr.  Gawn  (Town  Clerk).— There  we  are  bounded 

by  the  sea,  and  the  town  only  extends  a few  perches. 


71.  Has  there  been  any  meeting  of  the  ratepayers 
to  consider  tins  question  of  the  alteration  of  the  boun- 
daries, or  has  it  been  discussed  by  them  at  all  ?_There 
was  no  meeting  of  the  ratepayers  on  the  subject. 

72.  Are  you  aware  of  the  feelings  of  the  ratepayers 
on  the  question? — I have  conversed  with  a great 
many,  and  the  general  feeling  is  there  should  be  ex- 
tension of  the  boundaries. 

73.  In  any  definite  direction? — The  town  is  extend- 
ing in  a south-easterly  direction — to  what  we  call  the 
Curran — and  they  have  fixed  their  minds  upon  that  as 
one  of  the  boundaries. 

74.  Have  the  buildings  extended  beyond  the  town? 
— Very  considerably.  For  the  last  few  years  the 
principal  buildings  have  been  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
town.  • 

75.  What  are  your  receipts  for  the  last  year  ? — From 
every  source. 

76.  What  sources  have  you? — We  have  rates  and 
petty  sessions’  fines. 

77.  How  much  from  fines  ? — £16  18s.  id. 

98.  How  much  from  dog  tax? — £9  19s.  10d.,  and 
besides  that  we  had  a ninepenny  rate. 

99.  Are  there  any  things  omitted  to  be  done  in  the 
town  that  the  Commissioners  would  do  if  they  had 
more  money  at  their  command  ? — I don’t  know  of  any- 
thing. Of  course  if  they  were  the  Urban  Sanitary 
Authority  they  would  do  things  they  don’t  do 
now. 

100.  Do  the  guardians  attend  to  the  sanitary  work 
of  the  town  in  a satisfactory  way? — Not  always. 
There  have  been  a great  many  complaints. 

101.  Of  what  kind? — That  the  streets  are  not  pro- 
perly kept,  and  that  the  sewers  are  not  kept  in  good 
order.  The  fact  is,  the  Board  of  Guardians,  so  far 
as  I could  understand  them,  look  upon  this  as  a bur- 
den put  upon  them  which  they  have  neither  the  in- 
clination nor  the  facility  for  performing. 

102'.  Have  any  specific  complaints  been  made  to 
them  of  things  they  have  not  attended  to  ? — I can’t 
say. 

103.  Have  they  spent  any  money  upon  sanitary 
works  in  the  town  of  late  years  ? — Not  that  I am 
aware  of. 

104.  What  should  you  say  were  the  measures  for 
which  this  extension  is  desired  ? To  bring  in  paitot 
the  town  that  is  now  outside  it  7— That  is  the  prin- 
cipal reason. 

105.  Is  there  any  other  reason? — Yes,  so  that  they 
would  be  able  to  light  and  cleanse  these  outside  parts 
the  same  as  those  within  the  present  boundary. 


Mr.  John 
Crawford. 


Mr.  J ohn  Crawford  examined. 


106.  You  are  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners of  Lame? — I am. 

107.  Has  this  question  of  the  extension  or  altera- 
tion of  the  boundaries  been  brought  before  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  town  ? — Several  times. 

108.  Have  they  come  to  no  definite  resolution? 

No,  but  they  have  struck  out  a kind  of  form  of  bound- 
ary which  they  suppose  might  come  very  near  the 
boundary  that  is  wanted.  That  boundary  commences 
at  the  railway  bridge. 

109.  Has  it  been  put  down  upon  any  map  ?— No, 
this  has  not  been  put  upon  any  map,  but  I think  we 
could  get  a tracing  of  it  done.  It  commences  at  the 
railway  bridge  at  Poguestown,  and  from  thence  in  a 
line  west  to  road  leading  to  Qleno  from  Larne,  thence 
by  said  road  north  to  the  new  Inver-road,  thence  by 
said  road  to_  the  west  end  of  Mr.  Crawford’s  garden, 
aud  thence  in  a line  north  to  a stream  at  recess  on  the 
Ballymena-road,  thence  in  a line  to  the  Lob  Loanen, 
and  by  said  Loanen  to  the  Ballycraigy-road  to  the 
Cross  Roddins  south  of  Patrick  Graham’s  house,  thence 
by  said  Roddins  to  south  side  of  James  Alexander’s 
house,  from  thence  to  bridge  at  north  of  new  cemetery 
on  Greenland-road  (if  not  by  straight  line  to  high 


water-mark),  thence  by  Dramalis  burn  to  Old  Water- 
loo-read, by  said  road  passing  south  end  of  Mrs. 
Campbell’s  house  to  high  water-mark,  thence  by  high 
water-mark  to  north-east  wall  of  Mr.  Malcolm 
M'Neill’s  garden  at  Curran ; and  then  the  question 
comes  in,  of  which  the  Commissioners  knew  nothing, 
namely,  whether  Mr.  Chaine  would  wish  them  to  take 
in  the  wharf,  and  that  was  left  until  to-day  to  see  what 
arrangement  was  come  to ; but  sxxpposing  the  wharf 
was  not  to  be  taken  in,  then  the  boundary  would  be, 
“thence  by  Drumalis  bum  to  Old  Waterloo-road,  by 
said  road  passing  south  end  of  Mrs.  Campbell's  house 
to  high  water-mark,  thence  by  high  water-mark  to- 
north-east  wall  of  Mr.  Malcolm  M ‘Neill’s  garden  at 
Curran,  thence  by  road  passing  east  of  Olderfleet 
Hotel  and  Mr.  Naim’s  houses,  thence  by  high  water- 
mark east  of  coastguard  station,  including  Curran 
Point,  thence  from  Olderfleet  Castle  in  a line  to 
Poguestown-bridge.” 

110.  Oh  what  principle  was  that  boundary  struck 
out  ? — The  principle  was  that  it  takes  in  pretty  well 
all  the  new  buildings  that  are  going  on. 

111.  Would  it  provide  for  any  probable  extension 
of  these  buildings  ? — It  woxxld  in  some  cases. 

112.  It  includes  places  where  you  think  buildings 
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•will  be  erected? — Yes ; for  instance,  at  Pougestown 
buildings  are  going  on  and  we  have  included  that. 

113.  Can  you  give  any  idea  how  much  additional 

area  that  extension  would  give  to  the  town  ? — I could 
not  give  the  number  of  acres,  but  I can  tell  the  valua- 
tion. _ .... 

114.  What  additional  valuation  would  it  bring  into 
the  town? — In  all  £1,222,  but  that  would  not  be  in- 
cluding the  Curran  quays. 

115.  Would  it  include  much  agricultural  land  1 — 
Yes  it  would  include  a good  bit  of  land. 

116.  Would  it  bring  in  many  additional  voters  for 
the  election  of  Commissioners? — Oh,  yes;  it  would 
bring  in  a great  manj . 

117.  Would  it  bring  in  many  gentlemen  who  would 
be  entitled  to  sit  as  Commissioners,  if  elected  ? — No 
doubt  it  would. 

118.  You  could  not  say  how  many? — No;  I took 
no  note  of  it 

119.  Would  it  bring  in  many  villas  or  gentlemen’s 
residences,  not  in  the  town  now? — Not  demesnes,  but 
there  are  several  villas  that  would  be  brought  in. 

120.  How  far  wonld  it  extend  ? — About  a mile  to 
the  east,  that  is  to  the  Curran  ; but  on  any  other  point 
it  would  be  barely  so  far.  On  the  Inver  side  it  would 
be  about  a mile,  and  it  would  be  about  three  quarters 
of  a mile  on  the  north  side. 

121.  Do  you  know  what  the  boundaries  of  the  elect- 
oral division  of  Lame  are?  — No,  I don’t  exactly 
know,  but  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  will  be  here  and  he 
can  tell  that. 

122.  Can  you  give  any  idea  how  far  it  extends? — 
No,  not  exactly,  I could  not  give  a definite  answer  to 
that  question. 

123.  You  know,  however,  that  the  electoral  division 
would  be  too  large  a boundary  to  adopt  for  municipal 
purposes  ? — Oh,  yes  ; in  some  cases  altogether  too  far. 

124.  The  reason  I ask  the  question  is,  that  we  were 
directed  to  see  whether  it  would  be  possible  to  make 
the  electoral  division  boundary  and  the  boundary  of 
the  municipality  coterminous  ?— The  electoral  division 
would  be  quite  too  far  ; it  would  be  far  too  large. 

125.  Then  you  think  the  electoral  division  bound- 
aries are  too  large  to  think  of  adopting  them  as  the 
municipal  boundaries  ? — Yes ; in  some  cases  under  the 
Poor  Law  Board  they  tax  fully  a mile  out  of  the  town 
for  poor  law  purposes. 

126.  Do  you  know  whether  any  special  sanitary 
rate  has  been  struck  by  the  guardians  of  late  years  ? 
Oh,  yes. 

127.  For  what  purposes? — Sanitary  purposes — sew- 
erage. 

128.  Sewerage  in  the  town? — Yes,  in  the  town. 

129.  On  what  district  do  you  know  was  that  special 
sanitary  rate  struck  ? — I dont  know  the  amount  of  it, 
but  it  was  all  struck  in  the  boundary,  and  outside  the 
boundary  a long  distance  in  a great  many  cases.  It  is 
generally  2 cl  in  the  pound. 

130.  What  is  the  feeling  of  the  ratepayers  as  to 
extension  ? — I know  for  years  they  have  been  at  me  to 
see  if  I wonld  try  to  get  extension,  and,  I said,  no ; it 
was  a matter  I would  never  move  in,  for  I knew  we 
had  a great  deal  of  trouble  getting  it  started  before. 

131.  What  is  the  feeling  of  the  residents  outside  on 
this  question  ? — I really  don’t  know.  I believe  the 
change  would  be  rather  beneficial  to  them  than  otherwise. 

132.  Have  you  considered  the  question  of  becoming 
the  urban  sanitary  authority  at  all  ? — Well,  we  have 
thought  it  over  sometimes,  but  we  found  great  difficulty 
in  the  water  question,  and  I was  decidedly  against 
going  in  for  the  urban  sanitary  authority. 

133.  You  are  afraid  of  being  obliged  to  go  to  a great 
deal  of  expense? — Yes,  and  a great  deal  of  difficulty  in 
getting  it. 

134.  But  you  have  not  applied  at  all  events  ? — No ; 
certainly  not ; but  theguardians  have  appliedfor  us  to  do 
the  sweeping  of  the  town,  and  we  threw  it  up  to  them. 

135.  How  many  people  do  you  think  would  the 
extension  you  have  mentioned  include? — It  would 
include  more  than  1,000 ; well,  perhaps,  nearly  1,000. 


136.  It  would  moke  your  population  up  to  6,000  ? 
— No.  I think  it  would  not  at  present  but  very  soon 
it  will. 

137.  Then  you  will  become  the  urban  authority? — 
Yes. 

138.  Is  there  anything  else  you  would  like  to  put 
upon  our  notes,  as  your  opinion  about  extension  of  the 
boundaries  ?— -No  ; nothing  particular.  I never  had  a 
decided  opinion  on  the  matter.  I knew  it  would  re- 
quire to  be  extended,  and  it  was  a question  altogether 
for  the  ratepayers  ; and  how  far,  and  in  what  direc- 
tion, they  wish  the  town  to  be  extended.  I don’t 
think  there  could  be  a better  line  than  what  is  struck 
out ; that  is,  taking  in  nearly  equal  distances ; pro- 
vided we  want  to  take  in  the  property  on  the  Curran. 
Then  the  question  I mentioned  before  arises — about  the 
wharf.  A great  many  believe  it  should  be  included ; 
but  I differ  from  them  on  the  question. 

139.  What  wharf  is  this? — Mr.  Chaine’s  wharf  at 
the  Curran.  I think  there  would  be  interests  there 
that  might  clash.  The  valuation  of  the  wharf  is  £300. 

140.  That  is  at  the  terminus  of  the  railway? — Yes; 
exactly  at  the  end  of  the  railway. 

141.  What  do  you  say  about  these  wharfs? — I may 
own  I know  nothing  about  them,  but  that  the  inte 
rests  of  Mr.  Chaine  and  the  Commissioners  might 
clash,  and  there  woidd  be  great  difficulty  about  them. 

142.  Your  own  opinion  is  that  they  ought  not  to 
be  taken  in '? — It  is  my  own  opinion  at  present,  if  I 
gave  an  opinion  on  the  matter  at  alL 

Examined  by  Mr.  McNeill,  solicitor  (who  said  lie 

appeared  merely  as  a ratepayer,  and  not  as  repre- 
senting any  one). 

143.  Are  these  wharfs  all  built  out  below  low-water 
mark  ? — Yes ; they  are  extended  out  into  the  sea. 
The  rating  of  them  is  £300.  The  tolls  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  valuation. 

144.  Don’t  yon  know  they  were  built  altogether 
nearly  at  Mr.  Chaine’s  expense  ? — Yes. 

145.  And  the  roads  too  ? — You  mean  the  road  past 
the  hotel. 

146.  No ; but  the  road  from  Lame  down  to  the 
Curran? — It  is  made  at  the  expense  of  the  barony. 
Mr.  Chaine  gave  the  land,  and  did  something  to- 
wards it. 

147.  And  all  the  county  was  asked  to  pay  was 
£600,  while  the  road  cost  double  that  out  of  Mr. 
Chaine’s  property  ? — But  recollect  they  gave  £400 
previous  to  giving  that. 

148.  Don’t  you  know  there  are  lamps  down  that 
Curran-road  ?— Yes. 

149.  And  they  are  outside  the  boundary  of  the 
town  ? — Yes. 

150.  Were  not  these  lamps  built  by  Mr.  Chaine  ? — I 
suppose  so. 

151.  Out  of  his  own  pocket? — I suppose  so. 

152.  Are  not  they  kept  lighting  all  night,  while  the 
lamps  in  the  town  are  out? — I could  not  tell,  for  I 
have  not  been  on  the  road  since  November. 

153.  Who  pays  for  the  lighting  of  them?— It  is 
Mr.  Chaine  pays  for  them. 

154.  And  you  know  very  well  that  the  Curran-road 
is  properly  sewered  ? — I do  not  know. 

155.  What  more  do  the  Commissioners  want  with 

it why  do  they  want  to  shove  it  into  the  town  ?— 

Because,  you  know,  the  buildings  are  all  going  on  in 
that  direction. 

156.  Are  the  people  out  there  deriving  any  benefit 
from  the  town?— I think  they  are  deriving  as  much 
benefit  as  l am,  living  in  Inver. 

157.  As  for  the  cleansing  of  the  streets,  dont  you 
know  that  mud  heaps  lie  here  in  the  streets  for  days 
and  days?— I know  there  is  nothing  of  the  kind  now. 

158.  I know  a friend  of  mine  who,  within  the  last 
fortnight,  nearly  fell  over  a heap  of  mud  which  was 
left  in  the  street.  The  mud  is  left  in  piles,  just  suffi- 
cient to  topple  over.  The  gentleman  I refer  to  is  Mr. 
Burke.  I know  they  are  bound  to  take  away  the 
mud  the  day  it  is  swept. 


Labse. 
June  11. 187-9. 

Mr.  John 
Crawford. 
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Laiine. 
June  U,  1870. 

Mr.  John 
Crawford. 


159.  I want  to  know  what  benefit  it  would  be  to 
the  people  of  the  Curran  to  be  brought  within  the  town 
— they  have  better  lamps  ; they  are  not  put  out  until 
daylight  in  the  morning  ; whereas  the  lamps  here  are 
lit  at  dusk,  and  put  out  at  twelve  o’clock  at  night  when 
they  are  wanted ; there  are  stones  at  the  cornel's  of 
the  streets  just  sufficient  to  knock  down  a horse  when 
there’s  no  light  to  see  them — so  that  the  people  on  the 
Curran  are  ten  times  better  oft'  than  the  people  of 
Lame.  I want  you,  therefore,  to  show  me  how  they 
would  be  benefited  by  being  brought  into  the  town.  I 
speak  as  an  individual,  and  not  on  behalf  of  anybody 
else  at  all  1 — I am  not  expressing  any  wish,  or  saying 
we  have  any  anxiety  to  have  the  boundary  extended 
to  them  ; but  T believe  it  would  be  agreat  benefit  to  them. 

1G0.  As  regards  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
voters,  don’t  you  know  that  there  are  a great  many 
people  living  in  Curran  who  also  have  residences  in 
Larne  ? — No ; there  may  be,  but  it’s  for  want  of  houses 
they  come  to  Lame. 


1G1.  Doesn’t  Mr.  M‘Meelian,  for  instance  live  • 
one  of  the  new  houses  at  the  Curran  1 Yes.  ’ m 

162.  And  hasn’t  he  a house  in  Larne  also!— Y 

he  has  his  nailors’  shop.  es  > 

163.  Mr.  Nairn  lives  at  the  Curran,  and  hasn’t  1. 
a place  in  Lame! — Yes. 

164.  And  aren’t  you  aware  that  the  houses  the 
are  held  by  people  who  come  to  the  Curran  for  thr<J 
months  of  the  year  1— They  are  birds  of  passage. 

165.  Mr.  Cotton'.  Do  you  think  an  extension  of 

the  boundaries  in  the  way  Mr.  Crawford  sii<mests 
would  not  increase  the  number  of  voters  to  any°con- 
siderable  extent  1 

Mr.  M‘ Neill— No. 


166.  Mr.  Crawford.—  It  is  not  just  or  fair  that  the 
ratepayers  on  the  west,  living  nearly  a mile  from  the 
Town  Hall,  should  be  paying  rates,  while  on  the  east 
side,  those  who  live  only  a few  perches  away  escape 
taxes. 


Mr.  Francis 
Wile*. 


Mr.  Francis  Wiles  examined. 


167.  You  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Lame! — Yes. 

1 68.  How  long  have  you  been  so ! — For  three  or 
four  years. 

169.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  of  the  chairman 
of  your  board  ! — I have. 

170.  And  that  represents  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
missioners that  there  ought  to  be  extension  of  some 
kind! — Yes. 

171.  You  heal'd  the  extension  he  read  out! — I did. 

172.  Do  you  agree  in  what  he  stated! — I do, perfectly. 

173.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  add  of  your 
own  opinion  1 — I heard  a question  asked  of  the  Chair- 
man, would  there  be  any  more  voters  brought  in,  and  I 
say  there  would  be. 

174.  Voters  who  have  not  votes  at  present! — Who 
have  not  votes  at  present  in  the  election  of  Town  Com- 
missioners. 

175.  Would  many  be  voters  who  would  be  eligible 
to  sit  as  Commissioners,  if  elected ! — They  would. 

176.  How  many  1 — A couple  of  dozen  I suppose. 

Mr.  Crawford.  (Chairman  of  Town  Commissioners.) 

— In  striking  the  town  boundary  at  first  we  included 
Inver,  which  is  the  only  place  we  could  get  property 
that  would  lighten  the  tax  upon  us,  and  on  the  east, 
next  the  Curran,  there  were  no  houses  except  two, 
and  we  never  thought  of  extending  the  boundary  any 
further  to  the  east  at  that  time,  but  it  is  quite  different 

177.  Mr.  Wiles — As  to  the  new  line  of  road  going 
to  the  Curran,  though  Mr.  Chaine  encouraged  that 
road  and  gave  a large  sum  of  money  towards  it 
and  the  ground  and  bottom  of  it  and  all  them  things 
yet  that  might  be  partly  for  his  own  interest;  and  then 
the  road  was  handed  over  to  the  county  and  if  so  Mr. 
Chaine  has  no  move  claim  to  that  road  than  I have. 
If  you  make  a road  and  hand  it  over  to  the  county,  it 
then  belongs  to  the  county.  I know  if  I set  back  my 
house  in  the  street  and  the  public  used  the  space  I 
cleared,  the  Commissioners  claim  it.  I don’t  care  who 
owns  it. 

178.  Mr.  M Neill. — Will  the  Commissioners  pay  Mr. 
Chaine  for  the  lamps  he  has  put  up  and  the  sewers  he 
has  made  !— They  will  put  up  lamps  for  themselves  if 
that  district  is  brought  into  the  town,  and  we  will  be 
bound  to  light  the  Curran  the  same  as  we  light  the 
town,  independent  altogether  of  Mr.  Chaine’s  lamps. 
I was  present  when  this  was  struck  as  the  boundary 
in  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  Commissioners. 

179.  Mr.  Chaine — I dont  wish  to  appear  here  as 
opposing  this  project,  .but,  as  I said  at  first,  the  thing 
has  taken  me  very  much  by  surprise.  What  we  came 
here  for  was  to  get  a quiet  discussion  of  the  matter 
and  to  see  the  pros  and  cons  of  the  question.  My 
property  may  be  benefited  by  it,  or  it  may  not,  as  the 
case  may  be,  but  I hope  you  will  make  an  inspection 


of  the  ground  before  you  arrive  at  any  decision  on  the 
matter. 

180.  Mr.  Cotton. — Certainly,  and  I may  add  that 
this  inquiry  is  not  held  under  the  direction  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  the  fact  of  its  being  closed 
here  leaves  it  open  to  any  one  to  give  us  further 
information  at  any  time  hereafter. 

181.  Mr.  Chaine. — It  may  be  that  the  Town  Com- 
missioners -will  confer  great  advantage  on  this  pro- 
perty, but  it  appears  at  a glance  that  we  will  be  put 
under  heavy  taxation  for  things  we  have  done  alreadv, 
such  as  lamps.  There  may  be  ultimate  benefit  in  the 
matter,  but  what  we  want  now  is  to  have  a quiet 
discussion  of  the  question. 

182.  Mr.  Cotton. — Could  you  give  us  your  own 
opinion  whether  the  town  should  be  extended!— I 
cannot  at  this  moment  give  my  own  opinion  on  it, 
but  notably  the  railway  Iras  done  much  towards  the 
building.  They  give  free  tickets  to  persons  building 
outside  the  town,  but  they  would  not  give  these  free 
tickets  if  the  buildings  were  within  the  town.  That 
has  always  been  a rule  of  the  Board. 

183.  They  would  not  give  free  tickets  if  the  build- 
ings were  within  the  boundary ! — No. 

184.  On  what  ground  do  they  make  that  dis- 
tinction!—I cannot  say,  but  they  do,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  are  gentlemen  here,  who  have  built 
upon  that  property  outside  the  town,  who,  if  they  had 
thought  they  would  be  brought  under  the  Town  Com- 
missioners, would  not  have  built  upon  it  at  all.  I 
did  not  know,  until  I saw  the  proposal  of  the  Com- 
missioners, what  they  proposed  to  do,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  what  they  are  doing  is  premature.  No 
doubt  what  they  propose  will  have  to  come  sometime 
or  other,  but  I think  for  the  moment  it  would  check 
the  building  that  is  going  on. 

185.  The  building  is  going  on  towards  the  Curran! 
— Yes. 

186.  Mr.  Crawford. — With  regard  to  the  checking 
of  building  I believe  the  Commissioners  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  anything  that  would  check  the 
building  that  is  going  on.  I have  a quite  different 
opinion  on  the  subject,  for  I think  it  would  have  the 
very  opposite  effect. 

187.  Mr.  Cotton. — Is  your  opinion,  Mr.  Chaine, 
formed  on  account  of  the  supposed  additional  tax- 
ation!— Yes,  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  railway  free 
passes. 

1 88.  I presume  the  Secretary  of  the  railway  com- 
pany will  be  able  to  give  us  some  information  about 
these  passes. 

189.  Mr.  Frederick  New,  Manager,  Larne  and 
Ballymena  Railway  Company — I know  the  arrange- 
ment that  exists.  It  is  to  encourage  building  of 
villa  residences  outside  the  town.  These  tickets  are 
given  for  a period  of  ten  years. 
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190.  Mr.  Cotton. — Would  these  tickets  be  taken 
away  if  the  buildings  were  put  under  the  Town  Com- 
missioners?— That  is  a matter  for  the  Boards  of  the 
two  railways  that  I would  not  like  to  answer,  but  if 
they  granted  tickets  to  houses  in  the  town  anyone  in 
Larne  might  claim  the  same  privilege. 

191.  But  on  that  ground  does  it  affect  the  question 
of  the  extension  of  the  buildings  whether  a house  is 
within  the  boundary  or  outside  it  ? — The  object  is  to 
encourage  the  building  of  villas  near  the  shore,  and 
thus  to  encourage  people  to  come  down  to  visit  people 
living  here. 

192.  Mr.  MNeill. — The  visitors  pay  railway  fares  ? 
—Yes. 

193.  Mr.  Cotton. — I can  understand  their  encour- 
aging building,  but  how  can  they  draw  the  distinction 
between  the  new  houses  built  in  the  town  and  those 
built  outside? 

Mr.  M‘ Neill. — They  believe  that  if  they  granted 
passes  to  the  people  in  the  town  they  must  grant  them 
to  all. 

194.  Mr.  Craioford. — I think  the  reason  they  made 
the  difference  was  that  there  were  no  efforts  being  made 
to  bring  people  from  other  parts  to  live  in  Larne;  there 
was  no  ground  for  building  houses  upon  in  the  town 
and  the  railway  directors  very  properly  said  we  will 
try  and  encourage  people  to  build  outside  the  town ; 
I may  say  as  a railway  director  it  would  have  no 
influence  whatever  in  the  withdrawal  of  free  tickets  if 
the  boundary  is  extended ; of  course  the  railway 
company  will  look  to  their  own  interest  and  of  course 
wherever  there  is  extension  they  will  stretch  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship  to  it. 

195.  Mr.  Wiles. — As  to  the  number  of  houses  that 
would  be  brought  in  as  the  Curran-road ; there  would 
be  45  in  one  direction — to  the  north-east. 

196.  Mr.  Cotton. — How  many  <5f  the  owners  would 
be  eligible  to  sit  as  commissioners  if  elected  ? — I don’t 
know. 


293 

197.  Mr.  CJiaine. — I want  to  say  a word  about  Iaiw*. 
Mr.  Wiles’  evidence  : he  says  that  a good  number  of  June «.  W». 
these  houses  would  have  votes ; of  course  they  would  Mr  F~  • 
be  voters  provided  you  made  this  extension,  but  if  Wiies.  C' 
you  make  it,  you  are  certainly  making  it  through 

private  property ; for  that  road  through  the  Curran 
to  the  Coastguard  station  is  distinctly  private  property; 
the  county  have  never  paid  a shilling  for  it,  and  I 
can  close  it  any  day  I think  proper.  Although  we 
may  be  brought  into  the  town  it  would  be  a clear  case 
of  confiscation  of  property  if  you  do  anything  0f  the 
kind. 

198.  Mr.  Cotton. — I don’t  see  how  including  any 
property  in  the  town  can  affect  its  title  in  any  way ; if 
it  is  private  property  it  will  remain  private?— But 
then  you  will  ask  us  to  pay  taxes  for  the  cleansing 
and  lighting  of  it.  If  it  is  private  they  would  be 
taxing  it. 

199.  In  the  same  way  as  a man’s  own  private  house 
is  taxed.  Surely  you  don’t  hold  that  the  resident  a 
quarter  of  a mile  out  of  Larne  has  no  interest  in  the 
town  being  kept  clean  1 — But  this  is  a mile  away. 

200.  Well  if  more  than  half  a mile  1 — I say  that 
most  of  the  people  who  live  on  the  Curran-road’  never 
see  the  town  of  Larne. 

201.  They  never  come  into  the  town  of  Larne? — 

No,  they  all  go  through  Larne  by  train,  and  that  is 
why  I would  like  you  to  see  the  place  and  the  ground. 

202.  Mr.  Crawford. — I suppose  there  are  few  roads 
in  the  county  that  are  occupied  more  in  the  summer 
than  that  road  to  the  Curran. 

203.  Mr.  Wiles. — Mr.  Chaine  says  he  made  that 
private  road : granted  he  did,  it  is  on  his  own  ground, 
he  says  he  built  these  houses,  granted  that  he  did,  but 
he  lets  these  houses  and  receives  rent  for  them  from 
tenants  and  the  tenants  have  the  benefit  of  the  town. 

There  is  no  shop  at  all  there  and  they  must  come  to 
Larne  for  their  goods  except  what  they  bring  by  rail 


Mr.  William  Hamilton  Burke  examined. 


204.  I have  only  come  to  live  in  Larne  six 
weeks  ago,  but  I was  an  okl  resident,  and  have 
returned  again.  I was  Chairman  of  the  Town 
Commissioners  and  a Commissioner  for  some  years, 
hut  I am  merely  a resident  now  and  a ratepayer.  I 
merely  want  to  make  a remark,  not  that  I have  any 
interest  in  the  matter  one  way  or  the  other,  as  to  Mr. 
Chaine.  For  the  last  few  years  I was  living  in  High 
Hollywood,  and  I paid  £2  6s.  6 d.  rate  for  these  years, 
and  we  had  neither  water,  light,  nor  sewerage.  That 
was  because  we  were  private  property.  The  water 
was  supplied  by  gravitation.  There  was  never  a 
sweeper  on  the  road,  and  the  landlord  sent  a man  once 
a week  to  sweep  the  place. 


205.  But  if  you  choose  to  keep  the  road  private  you 
must  be  subject  to  that  inconvenience? — We  did  not 
keep  it  private,  hut  the  Commissioners  considered  it 
private.  There  is  a county  town  near  this,  and 
eighteen  months  ago  they  formed  Strandtown  into  a 
town,  and  they  marked  a boundary,  and  that  did  not 
stop  the  Railway  Company  giving  passes.  The  villas 
they  would  give  their  tickets  to,  and  not  to  houses  in 
the  town.  That  is  a question  for  the  railway,  and  it 
is  merely  to  bring  grist  to  their  own  mill  that  they  do 
so.  They  are  just  like  anybody  else.  They  wish  to 
make  as  much  money  as  they  can,  and  they  think 
they  will  do  it  in  this  way. 


Mr.  William 
II.  Burke. 


Mr.  William  Wallace  M ‘Neill  examined. 


206.  You  wish  to  give  your  view  of  this  proposed 
extension  of  the  boundary  ? — Yes,  and  as  an  inhabi- 
tant of  the  town  and  as  a ratepayer,  I condemn  the 
whole  thing  holus  bolus.  The  town  is  neglected  as  it 
is.  The  other  day  I saw  a young  man  in  one  of  the 
streets  there  almost  turn  head  over  heels  over  a heap 
of  mud  that  had  been  left  there.  We  can’t  get  a 
drop  of  water  in  our  houses.  We  ai‘e  in  a bad  state. 

207.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  boundaries  should 
be  extended  or  altered  in  any  way? — Decidedly  not 
extended. 

208.  Well,  do  you  think  they  should  be  diminished  ? 
— Abolished  teetotally. 

209.  On  what  ground  would  you  abolish  the  town- 
skip?— Simply  because  I know  the  town  was  better 
before  the  Act  was  introduced. 

210.  Which  Act  ?— The  Act  of  1854. 

211.  It  was  better  when  it  was  under  the  9th  of 


George  TV.  ? — I knew  it  before  we  had  Commissioners 
or  anything  of  the  sort,  and  I prefer  it  then  to  what 
it  has  been  since. 

212.  How  long  ago  is  that? — It  was  in  1858. 

213.  Before  that  it  was  under  the  9th  of  George 
IV.  1 — For  a few  years  only. 

214.  You  knew  it  before  that  Act  was  adopted? — 
Yes ; the  town  was  much  better  as  it, was  before  the- 
introduction  of  either  of  the  Acts. 

215.  I presume  the  town  was  very  much  smaller 
then? — No,  indeed.  In  1841  it  was  above  3,000  in 
population,  and  I would  like  anyone  to  tell  me 
what  the  population  is  now. 

216.  In  1841  it  was  3,545  ? — Exactly,  and  what  is 
it  now  ? 

217.  3288  ? — Just  so.  A great  many  of  the  people 
have  skedaddled.  We  have  lost  about  300  of  our 
inhabitants  under  tlm  Towns  Improvement  Act. 


Mr.  William 
W.  M'NeilL 
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Ladne.  218.  Is  there  anything  else  yon  wish  to  have  put 
June  n.  1870.  open  our  notes  ?— ' With  regard  to  the  water  supply, 
Mr.  William  there  is  a shocking  had  supply. 

W.  M'Neill.  219.  In  quality  or  quantity! — Both;  it  can’t  be 
got  in  the  private  houses,  I understand. 

220.  Surely,  you  know  it  yourself,  as  a matter  of 
fact?— —Well,  I have  had  it  in  my  own  house,  and  it 
just  rises,  I am  told,  sufficiently  high  to  fill  the  boiler 
in  the  kitchen,  but  as  to  taking  water  up  through  the 
house  that  can’t  be  done.  Other  people  have  applied 
for  water,  and  they  can’t  get  it.  Then,  as  to  cleans- 
ing the  streets,  I have  seen  mud  heaps. 

221.  They  have  nothing  to  say  to  that  now! — But 
during  the  time  the  Commissioners  had  charge  of  the 
streets,  the  mud  heaps,  with  all  sorts  of  stuff,  were,  as 
a rule,  piled  up  beside  people’s  houses,  and  mud  would 
have  been  piled  against  my  place  too,  but  I told  the 
fellow  I would  send  a man  bang  slap  to  scatter  it  over 
the  street  again. 

222.  What  this  all  leads  to  is,  that  you  would  be 

better  without  Commissioners  at  all  1 Yes  • Mr. 

Crawford  says  he  does  not  agree  with  me  at  all,  but 
we  had  example  of  that  the  other  day,  when  Dr. 
Miller  fell  in  the  street  owing  to  their  bad  condition. 

223.  What  do  you  wish  to  infer  from  that?— That 
the  paving  of  the  side-paths  is  bad. 


224.  But  the  Commissioners  have  nothin"  to 
that ? — No  ; they  keep  clear  of  that.  ° Sa" to 
225  Anil  wlinfc  tk,  you  wish  to  infer  f„„  all  tkt , 
— Tlmt  they  were  efranl  to  touch  that.  Then  w ' 
the  lamps  mo  lighted  about  dm*,  and  they  are  m2 
out  about  half-port  eleven  o'clock,  just  at  the  tl , 
Mew  might  require  them.  If  you  M i„  Ball™, 
or  Belfast,  and  are  coming  home  late,  you  wheel' round 
by  M‘ Master’s  bam,  anil  there  is  a trap  eighteen 
inches  deep,  and  there  is  another  that  would  turnover 
a caravan.  I think  the  Commissioners  have  some- 
thing to  do  with  keeping  the  traps. 

226.  Would  that  be  improved  if  the  Commissioners 
were  abolished  altogether? — Very  likely;  Mr.  Tail 
the  county  surveyor,  would  cast  his  eve  on  these 
things. 


227.  Doesn’t  he  repair  the  roads  as  it  is  1— Yes  • lie 
disclaims  part  of  the  work,  and  the  others  throw  it 
over  on  him.  I did  not  come  here  prepared  to  give 
evidence,  and  what  I state  is  only  my  own  opinion.  I 
merely  wished  to  see  what  was  going  on. 

22S.  Mr.  Crawford, — Are  you  aware  we  are  sup. 
posed  to  have  the  best  water  in  the  county  Antrim  as 
far  as  the  quantity  is  concerned  1— I don’t  know. 
Don’t  you  get  the  surplus  water  from  the  union? 

Mr.  Crawford. — No. 


Malcolm 
M'Neill,  esq., 


Malcolm  M'Neill,  Esq.,  j.p.,  examined. 


229.  You  are  a ratepayer  of  Lame?— Yes. 

230.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  question  of  the 
extension  of  the  boundary  of  the  town  1—1  ou"ht  to 
preface  what  I have  got  to  say  by  sayin"  I live 
myself,  at  the  Curran,  one  of  the  parts  proposed  to 
be  taken  m,  and  if  it  was  considered  for  the  good  of 
the  community  in  general  to  have  the  boundary  in- 
creased, I,  as  a ratepayer,  would  not  object  on  account 
of  paying  a higher  rate,  but  I think  it  would  be  a 
very  imprudent  thing  to  tax  the  Curran,  which  has 
been  the  cause  of  all  the  improvement  in  Lame.  I 
think  the  time  may  come  when  it  may  have  to  pay 
tax,  but  at  present  it  should  not  be  taxed. 

231.  You  think  it  would  check  improvement? I 

think,  certainly,  it  would. 

232.  Is  there  anything  else  yon  wish  to  statel— 
. 0 > that  is  shortly  my  view  of  the  case,  that  all  the 
improvement  that  has  gone  on  in  Lame—there  has 
been  considerable  increase  in  buildings— is  entirely 
consequent  on  the  increase  of  trade  at  the  Curran. 

-Jb.  And  it  has  all  been  in  that  direction  i — There 
has  been  considerable  increase  in  buildings  within  the 

from  .w?  ' b“5  ?“  wlMl8  ™P<*us  has  been  given 

from  the  Curran,  and  I think  it  would  be  an  injudicious 


movement,  the  moment  a thing  gets  afloat  to  swamp  it. 
The  works  are  only  in  their  infancy  and  it  is  entirely  in 
consequence  of  what  Mr.  Chaine  has  done  that  there  is 
this  impetus  at  all. 

234.  And  you  don’t  think  that  district  would  derive 
corresponding  advantages  from  being  included  in  the 
town  ? — I don’t  see  that  it  would  derive  any  benefit ; 
I don’t  know  what  benefit  it  could  derive.  Probably  the 
time  may  come  when  it  would  be  necessary  to  increase 
the  boundaries  and  perhaps  in  the  Curran  direction  if 
including  it  in  Larne  would  l>e  the  best  way  which  is 
a question  I don’t  give  any  opinion  on,  but  for  the 
present  it  would  certainly  be  premature.  I have  no 
possible  feeling  in  the  matter,  and  if  it  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  that  the  boundary  should  be 
extended  to  the  Curran  I have  no  objection  to  pay 
the  extra  taxation,  but  looking  upon  it  as  a public 
question  it  would  be  a great  mistake  as  far  as  I can 
judge. 

235.  Then  you  can  give  no  opinion  about  the  ex- 
tension of  the  town  in  any  other  direction  ?— I don’t 
know  anything  of  that.  It  is  merely  with  regard  to 
the  extension  Curran-wards  that  I speak  and  I think 
it  premature  upon  these  grounds  I have  stated. 


Mr.  John 
Naim. 


Mr.  J ohn  Nairn  examined. 


236.  Do  you  reside  outside  or  inside  the  town 
.tiame  f — I live  outside  the  town. 

237.  Would  you  be  iucluded  in  the  proper 

extension  ? — I would.  v 1 

238.  And  what  are  your  views  on  the  subject 
extension  of  the  boundaries  l—I  built  a number 
houses  at  the  Curran  and  the  reason  why  I chose  t 
Curran  as  my  place  of  operation  was  that  it  was  f. 
from  taxation.  I have  built  ary  nine  houses,  ani 
have  lard  out  a good  deal  of  money  on  them,  I ha 

frS.S'f’rt1?  m*?Tmore.  md  of  course  I lo 
forward  to  the  time  when  possibly  I would  he  erect! 
housas  on  this  waste  ground,  and  as  a matter  of  com 

ZSL'&ZZE*1  “ the  w“kr?I™ 

239.  What  would  be  the  valuation  of  these  hous 

£35  eSL  tW!“The  would  be  ab” 

240.  And  the  prospect  of  a tax  of  is.  in  the  pom 
would  make  you  hesitate  before  building  any  Jore 
I would  not  do  it.  I would  prefer  to  seekS 
place.  Not  because  I wish  to  make  any  further  outl 


in  the  way  of  building.  I should  tell  you  that  these 
houses  of  mine  are  nearly  solely  let  to  people  who 
take  them  by  the  month. 

241.  That  is  in  the  season  ? — Yes,  and  as  a matter 
of  course  they  are  mere  birds  of  passage ; they  stay  a 
month  and  then  go  away  again  and  they  would  not  be 
entitled  to  any  vote.  I think  myself  it  would  be 
very  bad  taste  towards  Mr.  Chaine  who  has  done  so 
much  for  the  place ; when  he  has  done  a good  thing 
for  Larne  to  think  of  putting  an  embargo  on  the  re- 
mainder of  his  property  and  preventing  it  from  being 
let.  He  has  still  a large  tract  of  ground  there  for 
building  purposes,  and  I believe  if  his  ground  is  in- 
cluded in  the  town  people  will  prefer  seeking  other 
places  for  building.  The  Curran  is  as  it  were  under- 
way, if  let  alone,  and  it  would  not  be  fair  to  Mr. 
Chaine  or  to  those  who  have  laid  out  money  on  it  up 
to  the  present  to  make  any  change  in  the  position  of 
the  place  which  would  have  the  effect  of  checking  im- 
provement. 

242.  That  is  your  own  feeling  ? — Yes. 

243.  Mr.  W.  W.  Ml  Neill.— Do  the  people  living 
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tht>re  derive  any  advantage  from  the  town  of  Larne? 
_-No.  The  bulk  of  my  tenants  are  from  Belfast,  and 
not  from  the  town.  . 

044  Mr  Con-ox.— Where  do  they  get  their  supply 
of  mUk  from?— Of  course  they  get  their  supply  from 
the  town,  but  some  of  them  get  then-  supplies  of 
nroceries  and  butter,  and  all  that  from  Belfast. 

0 ••'45.  Do  they,  as  a matter  of  fact,  come  into  the 
tom  ’liens  to  purebase  anything t— They  do;  W I 
would  not  say  they  pnrdiaw  oil  them  reguiremoiits 
here  • by  no  means,  for  they  look  naturally  upon  a 
place  like  Larne  as  inferior  to  Belfast,  and  a place  not 
likely  to  supply  their  wants,  on  as  good  terms  as  the 


larf46.PBut  they  come  into  market  here  ?— Occasion- 
ally they  do.  . 

247.  Mr.  M‘Neill — It  is  generally  111  the  summer 
season  these  houses  are  occupied  ? — Yes. 

248.  During  the  summer  is  Larne  lit  with  gas  ? — 
No,  I don’t  think  so. 

249.  Mr.  Cotton. — Is  the  town  fairly  lit  when  gas 
is  wanted? — I should  say  it  is  not.  They  study 
reonomy  a good  deal,  and  when  people  are  dining  out 
late  they  have  not  very  good  light  on  the  subject.  As 
regards  water,  we  don’t  require  any  further  at  the 
Curran.  You  have  only  to  sink  about  four  feet  and 


then  you  get  an  abundant  supply.  I have  erected  two  Larne 
pumps,  and  they  are  quite  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  J«ne  11,  is;;., 
of  my  tenants,  and  if  there  were  as  many  more  people  ^,r 
there  the  supply  would  be  abundant.  Kuril 

249.  Mr.  Ml  Neill. — Isn’t  the  Curran  amplv  lighted 
up  ? — Yes. 

250.  And  at  Mr.  Chaine’s  expense? — Yes. 

251.  Mr.  Cotton. — Is  there  anything  else  you  wish 
to  tell  us  ? — No ; except  as  to  these  railway  free 
tickets.  It  was,  I believe,  mainly  from  the  circum- 
stance of  these  houses  being  erected  at  a good  distance 
from  the  town,  that  I was  enabled  to  secure  free 
tickets  for  them  on  the  railway. 

252.  These  free  tickets  were  given  to  encourage 
building  ? — Yes,  and  very  wisely  given  too. 

253.  Do  you  think  if  the  town  boundaries  are  ex- 
tended so  as  to  include  these  houses,  the  free  tickets 
would  be  taken  away  1 — No  ; but  they  will  not  be  given 
to  others,  as  they  are  most  particular  about  the  tickets. 

254.  You  have  unbuilt-upon  ground  in  the  same 
locality  ? — Yes. 

255.  And  you  hope  to  get  tickets  for  such  of  the 
new  houses  you  built  there  ? — I do. 

256.  And  would  the  fact  of  their  being  within  the 
town  prevent  your  getting  the  tickets  ? — It  would  pre- 
vent me  altogether  from  getting  them. 


Mr.  Hugh  H.  Smyley  examined. 


257.  All  I have  got  to  say  is  purely  personal.  I object, 
as  a person  who  has  built  a good  many  houses  at 
Drumalis,  to  my  being  brought  into  the  town.  I 
would  be  subject  to  a taxation  of  .£4  per  year,  and  I 
woidd  not  get  any  benefit  whatever. 

25S.  It  doesn’t  matter  to  you  whether  the  town  is 
kept  in  a good  condition  or  not  1 — Of  course  I would 
be  glad  to  see  the  town  kept  in  a good  condition. 

259.  Don't  you  derive  any  benefit  from  its  being 
kept  in  a good  condition?— Well,  the  benefit  that 
every  person  derives  from  their  neighbours  keeping 
their  places  clean. 

260.  Don’t  you  come  into  the  town  now  and  again  ? 
— Yes. 

261.  And  isn’t  it  an  advantage  to  you  to  have  it 
kept  clean  ? — Yes,  if  I have  to  walk  in,  hut  I don't 
see  that  I should  be  obliged  to  pay  £4  10s.  a year,  as 
taxes,  and  yet  derive  no  benefit  whatever.  I have 


had  to  take  gas  up  myself : of  course  the  Gas  Company 
have  assisted  to  a certain  degree,  but  it  has  cost  me  a 
considerable  deal  above  what  they  gave.  Sewerage 
there  is  none  whatever,  and  I would  be  levied  at 
.£4  10s.  to  oblige  the  town-people  aud  to  get  nothing 
for  it. 

262.  How  far  outside  the  boundary  do  you  live? — 
It  would  he  half  a mile  from  this. 

263.  Mi1.  Crawford. — Would  you  be  receiving  no 
benefit  if  the  gas  were  put  up  to  your  entrance  gate  ? 
— None  whatever ; you  never  light  the  gas  in  the 
summer.  I would  still  have  j£4  10s.  dead  loss.  It  is 
very  natural  you  should  wish  to  have  the  boundary 
extended  to  lighten  your  own  tax,  but  I don’t  think  it 
would  he  fair  to  me. 

264.  Mr.  Wiles. — But  you  get  the  use  of  our  lamps 
whenever  people  at  your  side  come  into  Lame,  and 
they  use  our  streets. 


Mr.  HngU  H. 


Mr.  Donald  M'Donald  examined. 


265.  Mr.  Cotton. — Do  you  live  outside  or  inside 
the  town  at  present  ? — Outside. 

266.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  extension  of  the 
town  boundary  %— As  a ratepayei’  I think  I would  be 
getting  no  benefit,  and  I should  object  to  pay  extra 
tax. 

267.  How  far  do  you  live  from  the  town  ? — About 
a mile. 

268.  Do  you  not  derive  any  advantage  from  the 


tom  bring  kept  clean  and  well  lighted !— No,  I can’t 

Sa"269  It  would  make  no  difference  to  you  if  there 
were  no  gas  in  Lame  at  all  t— No  difference  at  all  to  me. 

270  Or  to  your  neighbours  l—I  can't  answer  for 
them,  hut  it  would  make  no  difference  to  myself. 

071  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  advantage 
to  the 'town  from  having  the  limits  made  narrower  ?_ 
I could  not  answer  that  question. 


Mr.  Donald 
M •Donald. 


Colonel  Solomon  Darcus,  j.p.  examined. 


272.  Mr.  Cotton. — Do  you  live  inside  or  outside 
the  town? — Inside;  my  place  has  always  been  in- 
cluded from  the  first. 

273.  You  heard  the  idea  of  extension  that  was 
sketched  out? — Yes,  I have  heard  it  tolerably  ; I am 
a little  deaf. 

274.  It  is  proposed  to  have  extensions  in  different 
directions  all  round  the  town,  and  what  is  more  talked 
of  than  anything  else  is  taking  in  the  Curran  ? — I think 
in  fairness  and  justness  the  Curran  should  be  taken  in ; 
I am  in  favour  of  taking  it  in  for  that  reason. 

275.  On  what  grounds? — Because  it  derives  very 
great  benefit  from  the  town  of  Larne.  There  are  many 
houses  built  on  the  very  limits  of  the  present  town 


mndary.  The  last  witness  but  one  has  built  a very 
mdsome  house  within  a very  short  distance  in  a most 
rect  line  with  the  town  boundary.  He  is  similarly 
tuated  with  myself,  that  is  to  say,  he  derives  no 
nefit  from  lighting  or  cleansing.  I apprehend  I would 
as  far  from  any  lamp  as  his  house  would  be,  and  I 
rive  no  benefit  from  the  water  either,  or  from  the 
wn’s  improvement,  except  that  the  streets  are  kept 
ean  and  occasionally  lighted.  . , , T 

276  Is  the  lighting  of  the  town  fairly  done  f — 1 
insider  it  is  not  sufficiently  done  ; it  may  he  fairly  hi 
ae  sense,  but  not  fairly  in  the  sense  of  sufficiently. 

277  Mr.  Crawford. — That  is  altogether  m the  hands 
[ "the  ratepayers.  If  they  wish  to  have  the  lamps 


C«l.  Solomon 
Darcu*,  j.p 
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Col.  Solomon 


lighted  for  longer  hours,  could  they  have  it  done  1 — I 
should  think  so. 

278.  Mr.  Cotton. — Has  any  complaint  been  made 
to  the  Commissioner's  as  to  the  lighting,  or  any  request 
to  extend  the  hours  of  lighting  1 — I am  not  aware,  as 
I have  not  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Commissioners. 

279.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  state  ? — It 
was  said  as  to  the  houses  at  the  Curran,  that  thei'e  was 
a possibility  of  the  Railway  Company  withdrawing  tire 
privilege  of  a free  ticket  hitherto  granted  to  them,  but 
I apprehend  they  could  not  do  that  to  those  they  have 
already  granted. 

280.  Brrt  the  question  was  would  the  Railway  Com- 
pany make  any  difference  in  granting  tickets  to  houses 
out  at  the  Curran,  if  the  place  was  brought  within  the 
town  boundary? — That  is  a question  I could  not  answer. 

281.  Mr.  M‘ Neill. — Are  the  houses  at  the  Curran  all 
newly  built? — They  are  all  nearly  newly  built  or 
added  to. 


282.  Don  t you  tkrirlc  it  is  rather  soon  to  run 
rnto  the  town  ?— It  must  be  done  some  time  and  if  tl 
building  goes  on  you  may  make  the  same  observation 
with  respect  to  the  houses  built  iu  the  future  ” 

283.  But  at  present  isn’t  it  too  soon  ?— I say  th 
answer  applies  to  all  time.  If  they  go  on  buildi™ 
new  houses  you  might  go  on  saying,  “ it’s  too  soon" 

284.  But  don’t  you  think  it  premature  to  brim;' in 
the  Curran  district? — No,  I do  not. 

285.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  people  who 
live  m the  houses  out  there,  or  what  class  of  people 
they  are  ?— Yes,  I know  one  gentleman  who  gave  evi- 
dence here. 

286.  Taking  Mr.  Naun’s  house,  now  are  the  people 
living  there  permanently  ? — I should  apprehend  not 

287.  On  whom  then  would  the  tax  fall?— These 
are  all  inferences.  Of  course  it  would  fall  on 
Mr.  Nairn. 


Mr.  Frederick 
Rew. 


Mr.  Frederick 

288.  I am  resident  at  the  Curran,  about  a mile 
from  Lame,  and  I object  to  being  brought  into  the 
town,  and  taxed,  on  the  ground  that  I would  derive 
no  benefit  for  it. 

289.  Do  yon  market  in  Larne  ? — No,  principally  in 
Belfast ; nearly  all. 

290.  Do  you  derive  anything  from  Lame  ? — Occa- 
sionally. "Very  seldom. 

291.  Of  what  kind? — Sometimes  I buy  some  gro- 
ceries in  the  town,  but  that’s  all. 

292.  Do  you  mean  to  say  you  derive  no  benefit  and 
have  no  interest  in  the  question  whether  the  town  is 
properly  kept  ? — I have  an  interest,  that  I would  like 
to  see  it  properly  kept,  and  in  the  same  way  with  Bel- 
fast or  any  other  town  I go  to. 

293.  Do  you  object  to  pay  for  it  ? — I object  to  pay, 
and  I believe  that  it  would  affect  the  building  on  the 
property  brought  in. 

294.  Inasmuch  as  the  additional  tax  would  tend  to 
stop  building  ? — It  would  to  a great  extent. 

295.  But  you  cannot  tell  us  anything  authoritatively 
as  to  what  the  Railway  Company  would  do  in  case 
the  Curran  was  brought  in?— No  further  than  that  I 
know  there  may  be  twenty  or  thirty  people  in  Larne 
who  would  ask  free  tickets  and  they  would  demand 
them  if  the  Curran  was  brought  in,  and  tickets  were 
given  to  people  there. 


Rew  examined. 

296.  But  the  Railway  Company  need  not  give  the 
tickets  except  where  they  like  ? — The  Company  would 
derive  no  benefit  from  them. 

297.  But  the  Company  have  made  no  hard-and-fast 
rule  on  the  subject  1 — No,  but  I believe  they  would 
not  grant  tickets  to  houses  in  the  town. 

298.  Though  they  would  grant  tickets  to  the  same 
houses  if  they  were  built  outside  the  town  1 — Yes. 

299.  Surely  they  derive  the  same  benefit  from  a 
bouse  in  the  town  as  from  a house  in  the  country  ?— 
No ; the  parties  at  the  shore  would  have  a number  of 
friends  coming  down  from  Belfast  to  visit  them, 

300.  If  a new  house  is  built  away  from  the  town, 
how  does  it  affect  the  railway  company  whether  the 
house  is  in  town  or  not  ? — A large  number  would  come 
down  to  visit  the  people  living  in  houses  away  from 
-the  town  and  on  the  sea  shore. 

301.  But  if  such  a house  was  within  the  town  boun- 
dary, why  should  the  railway  company  refuse  to  give 
a ticket  ?— They  would  feel  bound  to  give  tickets  to 
every  one  in  Larne  if  they  did  that  and  then  they 
would  stop  the  system  altogether. 

302.  The  same  thing  would  apply  if  there  were 
no  Commissioners  in  Larne  at  all  1 — As  it  is  we  are 
giving  tickets  outside  to  all  houses  of  a certain  class. 

303.  And  they  have  given  no  free  tickets  to  build- 
ings anywhere  within  the  municipality  ? — No. 


Mr.  William 
Hayes. 


Mr.  William  Hayes  examined. 


304.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  Clerk  of  the  Larne 
Union? — I am. 

305.  In  what  electoral  division  is  it? — In  the 
electoral  division  of  Lame. 

306.  What  is  the  extent  of  the  electoral  division  ? 
— 3,984  acres. 

307.  And  there  is  no  other  electoral  division  affect- 
ing the  municipality  ? — None  whatever. 

308.  Have  you  the  area  of  the  town  in  your  books  ? 
— Not  of  the  town,  but  I have  of  the  Townparks. 

309.  And  not  of  the  town  of  Lame  ? — No. 

310.  Has  there  been  any  sanitary  rate  struck  in  the 
last  year  or  two  ? — There  has. 

311.  For  what  purpose  was  it  struck? — For  water 
and  sewerage  purposes. 

312.  On  what  district  was  that  sanitary  rate  struck  ? 
— On  the  townlands  of  Townparks  and  Inver. 

313.  Only? — Yes,  only. 

314.  When  was  that  rate  struck  ? — Last  year,  on 
the  30th  of  October  there  was  a rate  of  two  pence  in  the 
pound  struck  on  the  townlands  of  Townparks  and 
Inver  for  sanitary  purposes. 

315.  Was  there  any  previous  rate  of  the  same  Wind  ? 
— Yes,  three  pence. 

316.  On  the  same  townlands  1 — Yes. 

317.  And  for  the  same  purposes  ? — Yes. 

318.  Have  the  guardians  ever  been  asked  to  do  any 


sanitary  works  in  the  town  which  they  have,  refused 
to  do  ? — There  have  been  recommendations  laid  before 
them  that  they  have  not  carried  out. 

319.  Through  the  Commissioners  ? — N o,  but  through 
parties  making  complaints  about  different  matters. 

320.  About  sanitary  matters? — Yes,  about  the 
sanitary  state  of  the  town  principally. 


321.  Is  there  anything  in  particular  of  which  com- 
plaint has  been  made  ? — Yes,  the  covering  in  of  a 
stream  called  the  Maggie  Bum. 

322.  Upon  what  grounds  was  that  sought  to  be 
done  ? — It  is  an  open  sewer,  and  it  is  a nuisance. 

323.  It  is  running  through  the  town  ? — Yes. 

324.  Yon  have  not  you  say  got  the  area  of  the  town 

itself? — No.  , 

325.  Do  you  know  yourself  how  far  the  electors 

division  extends  1 — I do.  . 

326.  How  far  would  you  say  it  goes  to  the  north  o 
the  town  ? — It  goes  I suppose  to  the  north  nearly  a 
distance  of  two  English  miles. 

327.  And  to  the  south  how  far  ?— It  goes  to  tne 

water  beyond  Henry  M ‘Neill’s,  a distance  of  nearly  two 
English  miles.  _ „ . w 

328.  And  how  far  to  the  west  ?— To  Ballyboley 


nearly  two  English  miles. 

329.  Mr.  Ohaine,  m.p.— Mr.  Naim  has  nine  houses 
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at  the  Curran  side  at  .£30  apiece,  yet  lie  only  gets  one 
vote  for  that  £270. 

330.  Mr.  Cotton. — I am  aware  of  that. 

331.  Mr.  Ghaine. — Then  there  is  a hotel  there  rated 
at  £200  and  it  would  not  get  a vote  at  all. 


332.  Mr.  Cotton. — No,  under  the  present  law  it  Lasse. 

could  only  have  one  vote.  June  u.  is-s. 

333.  Mi-.  Chaine. — So  you  see  we  would  be  rather 

handicapped  there  as  regards  voting.  ilav«s  ' 'am 


Mr.  Alexander  Fleming,  t.c.,  examined. 


334.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  a ratepayer  of  the 
town  1—1  am. 

335.  Do  you  live  inside  the  town  1 — I do. 

33  G.  What  is  your  opinion  about  extension  1 — I am 
one  of  those  unfortunate  Commissioners  of  whom  you 
have  heard,  and  I wish  to  speak  of  what  I heard  some 
of  the  gentlemen  from  the  Curran  district  state — that 
they  get  no  benefit  from  the  town  ; our  streets  are 
kept  pretty  neat  and  tidy ; their  children  and  nurses 
with  perambulators  come  down  into  the  town,  and 
they  have  eveiy  accommodation  they  require,  and  I 
don’t  know  why  they  should  wish  to  cast  so  much 
slur  on  the  Commissioners. 

337.  Do  you  think  the  boundary  should  be  extended 
towards  the  Curran  1 — I could  not  exactly  say,  but  I 
think  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  boundary 
should  be  extended,  and  we  went  as  near  the  tiling  as 
we  could  possibly  go. 

338.  That  is  the  boundary  sketched  out  by  the 
Chairman  1 — Yes. 

339.  And  that  includes  the  entire  of  the  townland 
of  Curran  1 — Yes,  the  entire  of  the  townland  of  Cm-ran, 
not  interfering  with  Mr.  Chame’s  quay. 

340.  You  think  the  works  at  the  quay  ought  not 
to  be  included! — No,  we  think  they  should  remain 
in  Mr.  Cliaine’s  own  hands  as  at  present. 

341.  That  is  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  as  a 
l«dy  1 — I think  so. 

342.  Mr.  Ml  Neill. — Is  it  your  opinion  that  the 
town  is  deriving  any  benefit  from  the  Curran  1 — 
Undoubtedly  it  is,  but  then  you  see,  as  Mr.  Nairn  has 
stated,  all  his  tenants  are  monthly  tenants,  who  don’t 
get  much  goods  out  of  the  town  of  Lame. 

343.  Since  the  wharfs  were  completed  at  the  Curran, 
and  since  the  narrow  gauge  railway  ran  down  to  the 


Curran,  have  you  noticed  any  new  houses  being  built 
there  1— Yes. 

344.  Have  you  noticed  any  difference  in  the  rents 
of  the  houses  in  the  town  of  Larne  1 — I can’t  say  I have. 

345.  Do  you  know  of  any  houses  being  built  lately  in 
the  town  of  Larne  ? — Yes. 

346.  Are  you  aware  what  are  the  rents  they  are 
let  at  1 — I know  they  are  not  letting  at  as  good  rent  as 
they  did  some  time  ago. 

347.  Tell  me  one  house  that  has  gone  down  in  rent  ! 
— I know  there  are  more  houses  empty  than  there  used 
to  be. 

348.  Colonel  Narcus. — Mi-.  M ‘Neill  asked  you 
whether  there  were  any  houses  lately  built  in  the 
town  of  Larne  ! — Yes,  there  were. 

349.  And  these  were  built  notwithstanding  that 
there  was  no  privilege  given  by  the  railway  company  1 
— Yes. 

350.  The  inference  is  that  they  would  still  continue 
to  build  at  the  Curran,  though  there  would  be  no 
privileges  given  by  the  railway  company  1 — There  is 
no  benefit  from  building  in  the  town  of  Lame. 

351.  The  Station-road  is  being  built  upon  % — There 
is  a new  street  being  laid  off  there,  which  is  within 
the  boundary. 

352.  Mr.  M‘ Neill. — That  is  on  the  road  leading  to 
the  station  for  the  purpose  of  opening  up  shops.  Isn’t 
that  leading  down  to  the  Larne  Markets  C ompany  1— Y es. 

353.  Where  there  are  four  markets  held  weekly! — 
There  is  only  one  market  in  the  week  in  the  summer, 
and  in  the  winter  there  are  two  days  for  wheat. 

354.  These  markets  are  frequented  by  the  people 
from  the  country  all  round,  who  bring  produce  into 
them  1 — Yes. 

355.  People  from  all  directions  round! — Yes. 


Mr.  Aleiander 


35G.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  one  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners of  the  town ! — I am. 

357.  You  know  the  extension  that  is  proposed ! — 
Yes. 

358.  What  is  your  opinion  about  it ! — I am  certainly 
of  opinion  the  extension  should  go  as  far  as  the 
Curran. 

359.  As  far  as  and  including  the  Curran! — Yes ; 
and  there  are  several  reasons  why  I say  so.  It  would 
add  considerably  to  our  number  of  voters. 

360.  How  many  voters  do  you  think  it  would  add  1 
— I could  not  exactly  say ; but  Lame  is  actually  re- 
moving down  to  the  Curran. 

361.  The  extension  is  in  that  direction  1 — Yes ; and 
out  of  the  voters  who  would  be  brought  in  a great  many 
would  be  qualified  to  act  as  Commissioners,  for  the 
houses  there  are  of  a good  class. 

362.  And  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  to 
increase  the  number  of  persons  who  would  be  qualified 
to  sit  as  Commissioners  1 — Yes ; I am  somewhat  sur- 
prised at  these  people  living  towards  the  Curran 
seeming  to  throw  so  much  objection  in  the  way  of 
including  the  Curran ; they  are  all  people  who  have 
very  good  taste,  and  when  they  find  the  streets  of  Larne 
dirty,  they  make  great  complaints  about  it.  Well  by 
extending  the  boundary  out  to  the  Curran,  we  would 
get  a great  number  of  these  in  as  ratepayers  and 
Commissioners,  and  so  they  could  manage  to  keep  the 
places  deaner  than  they  are. 

363.  And  it  would  he  the  interest  of  the  people 
outside  to  he  represented  on  the  Commissioners! — I 
think  so.  At  the  present  state  of  things  they  complain 
greatly  against  the  acts  of  the  Commissioners,  and  the 
Commissioners  require  money  to  improve  these  things, 
and  by  including  these  houses  towards  the  Curran, 


Mr.  George  Bain  examined.  Mj 

the  Commissioners  would  lie  better  able  to  do  this 
cleansing. 

364.  The  Commissioners  require  more  money  ! — 
They  require  money  to  cany  out  other  things. 

365.  They  have  not  struck  their  full  rate! — These 
people  would  come  in  for  part  of  the  expenses. 

366.  They  enjoy  a good  deal  of  the  work  of  the 
Commissioners,  though  they  live  at  the  Curran,  and 
you  think  they  should  pay  something  for  that!— Yes. 

In  reference  to  the  water  question  I am  sure  if  the 
inhabitants  had  known  that  any  evidence  would  be 
taken  as  to  it,  this  hall  would  not  have  held  them. 

367.  What  is  the  prevailing  opinion  on  that  ques- 
tion 1— We  are  most  miserably  situated  as  to  water. 

368.  And  has  my  scheme  ever  been  before  the 
Commissioners  for  improving  the  supply  1 — I am  not 
aware.  There  have  been  applications  time  after  time, 
but  the  proper  source  has  never  been  struck  on  yet. 

As  far  as  I know  of  the  ratepayers,  they  would  be  quite 
willing  to  pay  anything  fair  to  get  a good  supply  of 
water. 

369.  Would  you  advocate  that  the  Commissioners 
should  become  the  sanitary  authority,  and  take  charge 
of  the  sanitary  matters  of  the  town  1 — I don’t  know ; 
but  they  know  more  of  the  wants  of  the  town  than  the 
guardians  do. 

370.  Do  you  think  the  guardians  do  not  attend  to 
the  complaints  made  about  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  town !— Not  always.  With  regard  to  the  question 
of  railway  tickets,  I think  that  the  principal  point 
considered  in  giving  tickets  is  the  kind  of  house  that 
was  built,  not  exactly  where  it  is.  If  it  was  a very 
fine  house  there  could  be  a ticket  got  for  it  nearly  any 
place.  I would  just  like  to  know  how  many  tickets 
these  new  houses  have  got,  that  have  been  built  from 
Barnhill  to  the  Curran.  There  is  a great  number  of 

- Q 
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houses,  ancl  I would  be  curious  to  know  how  many  free 
tickets  are  amongst  them.  My  idea  is  there  are  very 
few  tickets  to  all  these  houses  that  have  been  built 
there  lately. 

371.  Do  you  think  if  the  tickets  were  not  given  it 
would  affect  the  building  1 — I don’t  think  so.  There 
are  other  localities  where  building  has  been  going  on 
not  so  extensively  certainly  as  towards  the  Curran, 
that  is,  towards  the  north. 

372.  Colonel  Darcus. — Being  vice-chairman  of  the 
board  of  guardians,  I may  say  it  is  the  general  feeling  of 
the  guardians  they  would  be  glad  if  the  sanitary  matters 
were  handed  over  to  the  Commissioners.  They  have 
at  present  agreed,  both  the  Commissioners  and  the 
guardians,  to  hand  over  the  cleansing  of  the  town  for  a 
period  to  the  Town  Commissioners,  and  I can  say,  on 
the  part  of  the  guardians,  they  are  very  much  obliged 
to  the  Commissioners  for  having  acceded  to  that  re- 
quest, and  taken  the  trouble  upon  themselves.  The 
guardians  would  wish  to  hand  over  all  these  matters  to 
the  Commissioners,  feeling  certain  they  would  have 
more  control  living  on  the  spot,  and  that  they  would 
attend  to  the  work  much  better.  The  board  of  guar- 
dians have  such  an  immense  quantity  of  business  to 
attend  to  they  are  not  able  to  attend  to  every  com- 
plaint made  as  to  things  in  the  town. 

373.  Mr.  Chaine,  M.P. — You  say  the  addition  of 
the  Curran  would  add  greatly  to  the  number  of  voters. 
Could  you  say  how  many  would  be  added  ? — At  the 
present  time  there  would  be  eight  or  ten,  I suppose. 

374.  Certainly  not  more? — Perhaps  more. 


375.  I think  the  exact  number  is  six?— T « 
looking  exactly  to  the  number  that  is  there  tJLinUt 

but  the  houses  are  going  up  at  the  rate  of  three  or£ 
every  two  or  three  months.  10Ur 

376.  Do  you  know  anything  personally  of  thewator 

supply  m the  Curran  ?— No.  I only  referred  to  tZ 
water  supply  in  the  town  of  Larne.  06 

. 3,77-„Yo"  don,t  kn0"r  Of  the  trater  sum].' 

m the  Curran  ? — No. 

378.  Don’t  you  know  it  is  very  well  supplied  with 
water  ? — I don’t  know  anything  at  all  about  it. 

379.  You  go  in  for  this  extensive  supply  for  the 

town,  hut  I suppose  the  Curran  is  not  to  nav  for 
that  ? — I don’t  know.  3 

380.  By  this  scheme  the  places  supplied  with  water 
already  would  be  brought  in  and  taxed  for  supplying 
water  to  the  town  ? — I don’t  know  anything  about 
that,  but  I know  I have  to  provide  water  in  mv 
place.  There  have  been  days  when  I could  not  use  it. 

381.  Mr.  M‘ Neill. — You  own  some  houses  in 
Larne  1 — Yes. 

382.  Do  you  think  the  extension  of  the  town  down  to 
the  Curran  would  lighten  the  taxes  on  the  town  ?— I 
don’t  know. 

3S3.  Have  you  never  formed  any  idea  about  it  l— 
No. 

384.  Is  not  that  your  impression  ? — No. 

385.  Mr.  Cotton  (at  the  request  of  a ratepayer).— 
Yo.u  state  that  if  the  boundary  was  extended  it  would 
not  prevent  building? — I have  been  asked  for  my 
opinion,  and  I have  simply  given  my  opinion. 


Mr.  William  M'Meeiian  examined. 


386.  Mr.  Cotton. — What  is  your  view  as  to  this 
question  of  extension  ? — I know  that  ground  has  been 
taken  for  building  beside  me,  just  outside  the  boundary 
towards  the  Curran,  and  that  if  that  gentleman  who 
took  that  thought  he  would  not  get  tickets  for  the 
houses  he  was  about  to  build  he  would  not  have 
taken  the  ground  at  all. 

387.  You  think  the  question  of  giving  free  tickets 
by  the  railway  will  affect  the  building  1 — It  will  cer- 
tainly. All  the  gentlemen  here  know  that  if  we  were 
inside  the  boundary  no  ticket  would  he  granted,  and  I 
know  Mr.  Hayes  has  built  a very  nice  villa,  and  he  did 
not  ask  for  a ticket,  for  the  simple  reason  that  he  would 
not  get  it. 

388.  Mr.  Crawford. — I don’t  believe  it  and  I speak 
as  a railway  director. 

3S9.  Mr.  Wiles  (to  Witness). — How  far  do  you  live 
from  the  boundary  of  the  town  ?— Not  very  far,  I am 
outside  the  boundary. 

390.  Do  you  get  any  benefit  from  the  lighting  of 
the  town  ? — I know  the  Commissioners  have  given  no 
benefit  in  the  place  I live.  Mr.  Chaine  has  made  the 
road  and  lighted  it  and  made  all  the  improvements, 


and  you  desire  to  come  in  now  and  derive  all  the 
benefits  of  what  lias  been  done. 

391.  You  derive  no  benefit  from  Larue  although 
your  workshop  is  up  here  ? — I know  that  very  well. 

392.  How  far  is  our  boundary  from  your  house?— 
It  is  not  very  far  from  it. 

393.  And  yet  you  get  no  benefit? — I did  not  say 
I got  no  benefit,  but  I can  show  that  to  extend  the 
boundary  would  stop  building. 

394.  That  is  your  opinion  ? — [t  is  my  opinion  which 
I know  to  be  perfectly  true. 

395.  Mr.  M'NciU. — Aren’t  you  budding  houses 
yourself? — Yes. 

396.  And  would  it  stop  you  if  the  ground  was 
brought  within  the  town  ? — Yes. 

397.  Mx\  Cotton. — You  would  not  build  in  the 
town  at  the  present  time? — Not  at  the  present  time 
if  I could  get  land  outside  it  for  the  purpose  of 
building. 

398.  Mr.  Crawford. — If  you  could  get  tenants 
would  you  not  get  as  much  for  the  house  in  the  town 
as  if  it  was  outside  the  boundary? — Yes;  but  there 
would  be  moro  taxes  to  pay. 


Mr.  Robert  Howard  examined. 


399.  Mr.  Cotton.— You  are  a ratepayer  of  the 
town?  Yes;  and  I have  a shop  hi  Larne;  but  it  is 
not  with  regard  to  that  I wish  to  speak,  it  is  with 
regard  to  the  extension  of  the  boundary. 

400.  What  are  your  views  as  to  that?— I have  some 
property  outside  the  boundary  to  the  south  of  Lame 
and  I would  like  the  boundary  to  include  that. 

401.  You  would  like  the  boundary  of  the  town,  ex- 
tended so  as  to  include  that? — Yes. 

402.  On  what  grounds?— On  the  grounds  that  I 
would  derive  what  benefits  the  Commissioners  have 
to  bestow ; such  as  water,  lighting  and  cleansing. 

403  You  wish  to  have  the  gas  extended  to  that 
point? — 1 es. 

404.  And  you  are  willing  to  pay  the  tax  for  it  ?— Yes 

405.  What  is  the  feeling  of  your  neighbours  out  in 
that  direction  ? — I can’t  speak  for  them,  but  I think 
they  are  in  favour  of  the  extension ; any  I have  spoken 
to  are  in  favour  of  it 

406.  How  far  do  you  live  from  where  we  are  now  ? 
—About  half  a mile,  but  I don’t  live  there ; I have  a 
small  property  there. 


407.  The  ground  you  are  speaking  of  is  half  a mile 
away? — Yes ; but  it  is  not  more  than  three  or  four 
perches  from  the  town  boundary. 

408.  It  is  just  outside  the  town  boundary? — Yes. 

409.  Mr.  Chaine. — You  have  not  got  water  or  gas 
there  now  ? — We  have  water  abundant. 

410.  Mr.  Cotton. — But  you  have  not  got  gas  along 
the  road  to  that? — No. 

41 1.  Mr.  McNeiU. — Have  you  any  water  fountains, 
or  does  the  water  run  to  you  in  pipes  ? — No. 

412.  How  many  houses  have  you? — I have  built 
eight  on  the  property  I speak  of. 

413.  And  are  you  now  building ‘ more ? — Yes;  1 
have  sites  for  four  times  as  many  more. 

414.  And  would  the  fact  of  bringing  that  ground 
inside  the  boundary  have  the  effect  of  causing  you  to 
cease  building  ? — No ; it  would  cause  me  to  build  more 
rapidly. 

415.  It  would  not  interfere  with  your  rent?— bio. 
I think,  if  anything,  it  would  add  to  it. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 
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DOWNPATRICK.— JUNE  12th,  1879. 
(Before  C.  P.  Cotton,  Esq.,  c.e.) 


DOWNPATRICK. 
June  12, 1S79. 


Samuel  Ckaig  Nelson  examined. 


1.  Are  you  acting  for  the  Tow  Clerk  now? — Yes ; 
S£r.  Clarke  and  I are  acting  for  Mr.  John  Marshall  the 
Town  Clerk  who  is  ill. 

2.  Under  what  Act  is  the  tow  regulated  ? — Under 
the  9 th  of  George  the  IV. 

3.  Have  you  any  map  of  the  tow  ? — Yes,  our  chair- 
man has  a map  (produced.) 

4.  How  many  Commissioners  are  there  ? — There  are 
nineteen. 

5.  How  many  voters  are  there  in  the  tow  entitled 
to  vote  in  the  election  of  Commissioners  ? — I cannot 
tell. 

6.  You  will  he  able  to  find  out  the  number  and 
also  the  number  of  those  who  are  qualified  to  sit  as 
Commissioners  if  elected  ?— Yes. 

7.  Can  you  tell  me  the  population  of  the  tow  ? — 
The  population  in  1871  was  3,621. 

8.  Hasitinereasedor  diminished? — Rather  increased . 

9.  What  is  the  area  of  the  tow? — 1,486  statute 
acres. 

10.  And  the  valuation? — £6,662  5s. 

11.  You  have  no  wards? — No. 

12.  It  is  entirely  in  the  electoral  division  of  Down- 
patrick ? — Altogether. 

13.  Edward  Gardiner,  Chairman  Town  Commis- 
sioners.— The  valuation  is  a little  more  than  that.  There 
is  some  little  difficulty  about  our  valuation.  The  valu- 
ation for  rates  is  about  £6,800  according  to  the  last 
valuation,  hut  in  addition  to  that  there  are  a number  of 
small  houses  of  less  than  £5  valuation  that  axe  not 
rated. 

14.  It  is  the  rateable  valuation  I would  take  ? — W ell 
the  rateable  valuation  according  to  the  last  return  of 
the  Commissioners  was  about  £6,800. 

Examination  of  Mr.  Nelson  resumed. 

15.  The  poor  law  boundaries  and  the  tow  bound- 
aries are  not  conterminous  ? — No. 

16.  Could  you  give  me  the  municipal  rates  for  the 
last  five  years,  beginning  in  1874? — Yes ; in  1874  the 
rates  11^<?.,  8d.  and  6 d. 

17.  There  are  three  rates  in  the  year  ? — Yes. 

18.  What  were  the  rates  in  1875  ? — 8d.,  6rZ.  and  4cZ. 

19.  In  1876  ?— lid.,  8d.  and  6d. 

20.  In  1877  ?— 8 d.,  6d.  and  4d. 

21.  In  1878?— 6d.,  4d.  and  3d. 

22.  Have  you  struck  any  rato  for  this  year? — I 
believe  not. 

23.  Mr.  Gardiner  (Chairman  Tow  Commissioners.) 
—Yes,  we  have  and  it  is  being  collected,  10i<£,  7-|d.and 
5d. 

24.  Mr.  Nelson. — Yes,  I have  found  it  in  the  books 
10j|d.,  7\d.  and  5d.  for  this  year. 

25.  That  is  from  the  31st  July,  1878,  that  is  your 
year? — Yes. 

26.  What  was  the  poor  rates  in  these  years? — The 
Poot  rate  in  1874  was  Is.  5d, ; in  1875,  Is.  Id.  ; in 
1876,  9d.,  and  Id.  for  sanitary  purposes-;  in  1877  it 
was  the  same,  9d.,  and  Id.  for  sanitary  rate  ; and  in 
1878  it  was  lOd.  and  4d. 

, 27.  What  was  the  4d.  for  ? — That  is  for  education. 

28.  Do  you  know  what  these  sanitary  rates  were  for  ? 

Chiefly  for  abating  nuisances. 

29.  In  the  tow  ? — Yes,  in  the  electoral  division. 

30.  Was  that  sanitary  rate  struck  on  the  whole 
electoral  division? — Yes,  the  whole  electoral  division  is 
subject  to  any  sanitary  rate. 

31.  Was  the  4d.  rate  last  year  struck  on  the  whoje 
electoral  division,  or  only  on  the  contributory  district  ? 
— On  the  contributory  district. 

32.  You  don’t  know  what  that  4 d.  rate  is  exactly  ? 

It  is  a sanitary  rate ; it  is  called  a sanitary  rate. 


33.  On  what  district  was  it  struck? — Only  the 
borough. 

34.  Do  you  mean  the  towland  of  the  demesne  of 
Down  ? — Yes. 

35.  It  was  struck  on  the  whole  of  the  towland  not 
a portion  of  it  ? — No,  on  the  entire  of  it.  The  borough 
is  conterminous  with  the  towland  and  it  was  on  the 
borough  it  was  struck. 

36.  Could  you  give  me  the  county  cess  for  the  last 
five  years? — Yes ; in  1874  it  was  7 |d.  at  the  spring, 
and  Sid.  at  the  summer  assizes,  in  1875  it  was  9 d.  and 
9-id.  ;~in  1876,  7 d.  and  9d. ; in  1877, 8d.  and  lOd. ; and 
in  1878,  lid.  and  6d. 

37.  And  this  spring  assizes  it  was  what  ? — lid.  for 
spring  and  6 d.  for  summer. 

38.  Have  the  Commissioners  had  under  consideration 
the  question  of  extending  the  boundaries  of  the  tow  ? 
— Yes,  we  have  considered  it,  and  only  wish  for  alter- 
ation of  the  boundaries,  not  extension. 

39.  You  propose  not  to  increase  the  area  but  to  alter 
it  in  position  ? — Yes. 

40.  Was  there  any  resolution  of  the  Board  on  the 
question  ? — Yes,  there  was  a resolution  of  the  Tow 
Commissioners  on  the  subject. 

41.  When  did  they  come  to  that  resolution  ? — I think 
the  first  time  it  was  mooted  was  in  September,  it  is 
upwards  of  two  years  ago  since  it  was  first  brought 
forward;  it  was  the  2nd  December,  1876. 

42.  They  came  to  a resolution  in  1876  ?—  Yes. 

43.  But  has  there  been  any  recent  consideration  of 
the  subject  ? — Yes,  we  had  it  under  consideration  again 
last  night. 

44.  Did  you  come  to  any  resolution  ? — Yes,  we  came 
to  a resolution  approving  of  what  we  had  contemplated 
in  1876. 

45.  Adopting  the  same  resolution  ? — Yes,  at  the 
same  time  we  thought  it  desirable  before  coming  to  a 
final  conclusion  to  have  a special  meeting  called,  which 
will  probably  be  done  next  week. 

46.  But  at  present  the  opinion  of  the  Commis- 
sioners is  that  the  1876  scheme  should  be  adopted? 


—Yes. 

47.  Have  you  a map  showing  that  boundary,  or  is 
it  on  this  map  ? — Yes,  that  copy  will  show  it. 

48.  Mr.  Gardiner. — It  is  a scheme  adopting  the 

rows  Improvement  Act  and  laying  dow  this  improved 
boundary.  . • 

49.  Mr.  Cotton.— Do  you  mean  that  the  alteration 
)f  the  boundary  would  be  contingent  only  on  the  ad  op- 
ion  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? — Yes,  that  was 
jur  view ; as  the  area  stands  at  present  there  is  really 
ao  boundary  line  laid  dow  under  the  9th  of  George 
[V.,  the  boundary  is  limited  by  the  lighting. 

50.  Mr.  Cotton. — Surely  under  the  9th  of  George 
[V.,  you  are  bound  to  have  a boundary  laid  down? — 
Te's,  but  we  don’t  tax  the  houses  at  the  outskirts  of  the 
tow,  where  there  are  no  lamps  placed. 

51.  Mr.  Cotton.— But  one  of  the  first  things  required 
by  the  Act  is  to  fix  the  boundary? — No,  there  is  no 
boundary  necessary  under  that  Act.  That  is  the  first 
thin"  to  be  done  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act. 

53.  Mr.  Cotton.— But  I think  the  Commissioners 
are  first  to  describe  the  boundaries  of  the  tow. 

54.  Mr.  James  Murland,  (Solicitor  to  the  Grand 
jury\  —The  Commissioners  merely  tax  where  they  con- 
fer bonefits ; and  hero  they  only  tax  where  they  place 
lamps.  ‘We  must  have  a limit  within  a certain  distance 
of  the  lamp  posts. 

55  Mr.  Nelson. — There  are- a number  ot  small  tene- 
ment on  the  outskirts,  which  are  not  taxed  because 
there  are  no  lamps  placed  there. 

56.  Mr.  Cotton.— "What  you  do  in  the  way  oi  tax- 
ing is  another  thing.  2 Q 2 


Mr.  S.  C. 
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57.  Mr.  Gardiner. — I think  the  boundary  is  left  to 
the  Commissioners  under  the  9th  of  George  IV.,  that 
is  -what  the  21st  section  provides,  and  we  defined  it  by 
the  lamps. 

58.  Mr.  Cotton. — When  was  it  put  under  the  9tli 
of  George  IV.  ?—  About  1834  I think  or  1833,  our 
books  go  back  to  that  but  we  have  not  got  a copy  of 
them  here. 

59.  The  very  first  meeting  of  the  Commissioners 
defined  the  boundary  as  they  should  have  done '? — Yes, 
and  we  have  that  in  the  books. 

60.  Mr.  Mw-land. — They  can  only  tax  houses  and 
the  only  way  they  define  the  boundary  is  to  put  a tax 
upon  the  different  parties. 

61.  Mr.  Cotton. — How  do  you  got  at  the  area  of  the 
town? — We  take  the  Demesne  but  we  abstain  from 
taxing  any  house  beyond  the  lamps. 

62.  You  have  given  me  the  area  of  the  town  as 
1,486  acres,  being  the  same  area  as  that  of  the  town- 
land  of  the  Demesne  of  Down  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  parlia- 
mentary borough,  and  I fancy  the  municiiial  borough 
is  conterminous  with  the  parliamentary  borough. 

63.  Mi'.  Gardiner. — No. 

64.  Mr.  Cotton. — I find  Mr.  O’Brien  in  his  report 
has  given  the  area  as  278  acres.  There  must  have 
been  some  foundation  for  getting  at  that  ? 

Mr.  Murland. — That  is  the  town  of  Downpatrick 
proper. 

65.  Mr.  Cotton. — That  is  the  town  over  which  the 
Commissioners  have  control,  at  any  rate  you  cannot 
give  the  information  as  to  the  exact  boundary  over 
which  the  Commissioners  have  control  ? — No,  but 
they  don’t  tax  beyond  the  lamps.  When  we  had 
sanitary  powers  we  did  extend  them  over  the  entire  of 
tho  townland  demesne. 

66.  You  rated  the  entire  townland  of  the  Demesne  ? 
— They  have  power  to  tax  over  tho  whole  parlia- 
mentary borough  if  they  desire  to  extend  the  advan- 
tages so  far.  What  they  do  is  that  so  far  as  they 
give  light  or  confer  benefit,  they  make  a register  of 
the  householders  though  they  have  never  acted  within 
the  powers  of  tho  section  of  the  Act. 

67.  Mr.  O’Brien  says  they  have  limited  the  boun- 
dary to  278  acres,  he  must  have  found  that  some- 
where or  he  could  not  have  put  it  into  his  return  ? 
— The  way  they  have  always  done  here  is,  that  so 
far  as  they  confer  benefit  on  tho  parties  they  in- 
cluded the  houses  within  that  district,  whether  they 
are  within  the  district  or  not. 

.68.  Could  not  you  refer  to  the  fh-st  minute  which 
will  show  what  was  done  ? — Yes,  I am  quite  satisfied 
there  never  was  any  line  laid  down. 

69.  Could  you  suggest  anything  that  put  278  acres 
into  Mr.  O’Brien’s  head?— No,  unless  he  got  it  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Valuation. 


they  must  come  to  a resolution  on  it  and  that  resoln 
tionmustbc  on  tho  books.  Wherever  we  have  be 
before,  the  limits  were  defined,  that  was  the  very  fJJ 
tiling  that  was  done.  It  is  dono  in  the  case  of  town, 
under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  before  they  come  to 
an  agreement.  The  Valuation  Office  must  have  some 
authority  for  making  up  their  valuation  ’—They  make 
out  to  the  Commissioners  the  rateable  valuation  of  each 
house  within  the  municipal  boundary ; they  keep  a regis 
ter  of  all  the  houses  they  tax  and  if  they  keep  within  the 
area  of  these  houses  they  can  easily  ascertain  the  area. 

79.  Suppose  a new  house  is  built  outside?— Then 
that  house  is  not  to  be  taxed  unless  they  extend 
light  to  it,  that  is  within  the  borough. 

80.  What  restricts  it  to  tho  borough  ?— Becausc- 
they  have  power  to  do  so  under  the  Act,  but  we 
can’t  go  beyond  tho  borough. 

81.  The  municipal  Commissioners  have  power  to 
keep  a register  of  tho  houses  that  are  to  he  taxed, 
but  what  is  the  meaning  of  authorizing  them  to  deter- 
mine the  limits  ? — The  end  of  the  municipal  borough 
is  tho  house  last  taxed. 

82.  The  boundary  of  tho  borough  is  an  elastic 
thing  that  would  go  in  and  out  as  houses  are  built?— 
That  is  if  they  chose  to  extend  the  fighting. 

83.  Mr.  Nelson. — Wo  extend  the  limits  to  include  the 
glebe-house  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergyman  which 
had  not  been  in  before. 

84.  Mr.  Murland. — When  the  late  Mr.  Wallace  was 
a Commissioner  he  had  a fight  about  it.  Tho  question 
was  whether  ho  should  bo  taxed  at  all  or 'not.  The 
town  of  Downpatrick  is  the  borough  of  Down. 

85.  Mr.  Cotton. — The  map  from  the  Ordnance  shows 
the  municipality  to  be  much  smaller  than  the  borough. 

86.  Mr.  Murland. — That  is  because  that  is  the  only 
part  taxed  by  the  Commissioners.  This  is  not  a map  of 
the  town ; it  is  what  they  propose  to  adopt  now. 

87.  Mr.  Cotton. — This  is  a map  of  the  Landed  Estates 
Court  and  it  is  prepared  for  some  sale. 

88.  Mr.  Gardiner. — I see  by  the  old  minute  book 
there  was  a direction  given  at  one  of  the  meetings  to 
prepare  a map.  This  minute  hook  shows  also  the 
memorial  to  the  Lords  Justices  in  1829. 

89.  Mr.  Cotton. — Doesn’t  that  memorial  define  the 
limits  ? — No ; all  it  says  is  : — ■ 

“ Your  memorialists  arc  resident  householders  in  the  town 
of  Downpatrick  and  occupy  dwelling-houses  of  A20  and 
upwards  ; they  are  desirous  that  the  Act  passed  last  session 
should  he  put  into  operation  for  lighting,  watching,  cleans- 
ing, and  paving,  which  the  town  has  not  provided  for  under 
any  other  Act  of  Parliament." 

And  they  pray : — 

“ May  it  therefore  please  your  Excellencies  to  authorise 
the  carrying  of  the  Act  into  operation  in  the  said  town.  ’ 


70.  Mr.  Cotton.  — And  where  did  the  Commissioner 
of  Valuation  get  it  ?— He  could  get  it  readily  from  the 
valuation  book.  He  keeps  our  valuation  of  who  we  are 
to  tax. 

71.  He  must  give  it  upon  the  limits  you  originally 
supplied?— He  only  gives  the  valuation  of  the  houses. 

72.  Suppose  a new  house  is  built,  have  you  any 
means  of  knowing  whether  it  is  within  or  without  voux 
limits  ? — No ; except  the  lamps. 

have  power  where  they 
confer  then-  benefits.  The  borough  must  be  the  limit  of 
then  taxation. 

74.  Mr.  Cotton.— If  they  declare  it  to  he  so,  they 
could  make  it  smaller.  J 

1 5.  Mr.  Gardiner. — The  Commissioners  have  power 
at  any  tune  under  the  21st  section  to  extend  the  borough 
on  their  own  motion.. 

..  Cotton.— It  would  suit  my  purpose  perfectly 

if  I could  only  got  out  what  is  the  boundary  of  the 
town.  Have  you  any  resolution  extending  the  borough  ? 

Mr  Nelson — We  have  from  time  to  time  put  lamps 
beyond  where  they  were  previously,  and  thehwe  taxed 
the  houses. 

77.  Mr.  Murland. — I think  it  is  lawful  for  them  to 
extend  the  borough  from  time  to  rime. 

78.  Mr.  CoTT0N._But  if  they  are  going  to  do  a thing 


Then  there  were  two  or  three  meetings  held  and  the 


The  Commissioners  wore  duly  elected  and  the  oath  taken 
on  the  6th  March,  1829,  and  on  the  same  day  it  was 
resolved  that  Mr.  William  Bower,  land  surveyor  bo 
appointed  to  make  a survey  of  the  town  and  estimate 
tho  value  to  the  full  and  approved  valuation  of  the 
houses  “ situate  within  our  jurisdiction.”  On  tho  6th 
April,  1829,  he  submitted  a sketch  map.  I suppose 
the  minutes  would  show  further  on,  that  a regular  map- 
was  prepared,  hut  I don’t  know  what  has  become  of  that 
now.  He  gave  in  his  valuation  on  the  10th  May,  and 
I assume  he  gave  in  his  map  at  the  same  time.  There 
is  no  doubt  the  map  was  made. 

90.  Mr.  Murland. — I never  saw  a map  of  the  town 

proper,  hut  all  that  was  taxed  was  upon  this  estima  e 
and  valuation.  ., 

91.  Mr.  Nelson. — The  minutes  speak  of  a map  being 

made  by  Mr.  Bower,  father  of  the  present  Mr.  Bower, 
Civil  Engineer.  „ lt 

92.  Mr.  Cotton.— I must  only  ask  Mr.  John  nan 
Greene  what  authority  he  had  for  giving  Mr.  O linen 
278  acres  as  the  area  of  the  town. 

93.  Mr.  Gardiner.  — He  took  it  from  the  valuation 

list.  , 

94.  Mr.  Cotton.—' Where  did  the  Ordnance  people 
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„e t this  patch  of  brown,  for  that  is  called  the  town  of 
f)own ? — That  is  called  Down,  but  it  has  no  concern 
Trith  the  Town  Commissioners  at  all. 

95.  Can  you  tell  me  what  is  the  wish  of  the  Com- 
missioners now  as  to  the  extension  of  the  boundaries  ? 

Our  wish  is  to  adopt  a boundary  such  as  that  laid 

down  by  the  coloured  tracings  on  the  map  before 
you. 

96.  Mr.  Cotton. — Is  that  boundary  marked  on  this 
map? 

Mr.  Gardiner. — Yes;  it  is  the  boundary  marked  by 
blue  on  this  map. 

97.  Mr.  Cotton. — Do  you  know  anything  about  the 
extent  of  that  ? 

Mr.  Kelson. — It  is  not  much  different  from  our 
present  extent. 

9S.  Mr.  Cotton. — But  it  is  very  different  from  the 
extent  of  the  borough  ? — It  is  less  than  the  borough, 
we  have  it  distinctly  defined  what  houses  and  lands 
are  included  in  it. 

99.  Boughly,  Mr.  Nelson,  the  land  included  within 
this  blue  boundary  is  about  300  acres,  and  the  borough 
is  1,000  acres,  so  that  there  is  a considerable  difference  ? 
—It  is  considerably  loss  than  the  parliamentary 
borough. 

100.  Mr.  Cotton. — What  do  you  mean  by  saying  wo 
don’t  propose  to  increase  the  area ; don’t  you  tell  me 

they  only  propose  to  alter  and  not  to  increase  it  ? I 

think  it  is  not  much  increased  beyond  what  we  tax  at 
present. 

101.  What  you  mean  is  that  you  won’t  tax  much 
more  than  at  present,  but  the  area  will  be  quite 
different  ? — There  is  a small  increase  in  the  area. 

102.  Would  it  bring  in  houses  that  are  not  taxed 
now  ? — It  would. 

103.  How  many  ? — It  would  bring  in  four  or  five 
good  houses  of  upwards  of  .£20  valuation. 

105.  Mx-.  Gardiner. — You  will  Sec  a street  to  the 
north '?  The  starch  works  from  that  to  the  fork  of  the 
road  we  propose  to  include. 

106.  Mr.  Cotton. — From  the  starch  works  up  to  the 
letter  K?— Yes. 

107.  That  is  not  taxed  now  ? — No. 

10S.  Tell  rue  how  it  is  that  that  is  not  taxed,  because 
that  is  within  the  borough? — Because  wo  have  not 
placed  lamps  there,  and  the  people  derive  no  benefit 
from  us. 

109.  If  you  placed  lamps  there  could  you  tax  it  ? — 
Surely. 

110.  Then  it  would  not  be  extending  your  area? — 
It  would  be  slightly  extending  it  in  some  directions ; 
for  instance,  at  Mount  Pleasant,  which  you  see  there  to 
the  east  or  north-cast  there  is  a good  house  there  that 
is  not  included  at  present,  and  that  we  would  include. 

11L  I don’t  understand  what  you  mean  by  saying  it 
is  not  included  at  present ; it  is  within  the  borough, 
imd  if  the  borough  is  your  limits  then  it  is  within  your 
limits  already  ?—  No  we  limit  our  taxes  to  those  who 
arc  deriving  benefit  from  the  rates.  . 

112.  If  you  give  benefit  to  that  house  at  present 
can’t  you  tax  it  ? — We  could  of  course. 

113.  Then  it  is  not  extending  your  powers,  but  to 
use  them  you  are  going  to  do  ? — I suppose  that  is  so. 

114.  I don’t  understand  your  proposition  to  increase 
the  area;  to  extend  the  land  over  which  you  have 
jurisdiction,  for  you  have  that  jurisdiction  at  present  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  but  you  don’t  use  it  ? — Because  it  is 
not  lighted. 

115.  The  only  question  I have  to  deal  with  is  the 
boundary— the  area  over  which  you  have  jurisdiction. 

116.  Mr.  Murland. — I have  discovered  what  you 
required  in  the  minutes ; I had  a recollection  that  there 
J™8  this  entry  in  the  minutes,  signed  by  Mr.  Wallace. 
(Heads  from  minute  book.) — 

. ' ^solved  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  undei  which 
e Commissioners  have  been  appointed,  shall  extend 
o and  throughout  the  borough  of  Downpatrick.” 

Therefore  what  they  only  wish  to  do  is  to  tax  so  far  as 
“eY  give  benefits. 

117.  Mr.  Cotton — Then  what  the  Commissioners 


Yes1 10  C'°  “ to  adoPt  blue  fr110  as  a boundary?— 

■ l18;  rcslriet  *>•*  P°'rers  to  300  acres, 

instead  of  1,600  acres  ? — Yes. 

Is  'wish  of  the  Commissioners  now  to 

adopt  this  blue  line  ?— It  is  their  wish. 

, }r£:  That  toU  restrict  your  powers  from  1,600  acres 
to  300  acres,  or  thereabouts  ? Yes. 

121.  Mr.  Murland. — Do  you  understand  exactly 
what  the  effect  of  this  is.  It  doesn’t  help  you  in  the 
slightest  degree,  and  hereafter  you  could  not  go  beyond 
that  and  tax  the  people,  though  you  may  confer  benefits. 
As  a ratepayer  I know  I would  be  very  much  opposed 
to  it.  They  have  power  to  go  and  tax  so  far  as  they 
confer  benefits,  but  this  will  prevent  them  doing  that 
after  a certain  point,  and  I don’t  think  they  under- 
stand it. 

122.  Mi-.  Cotton.— You  admit  they  can't  go  beyond 
the  borough  ?— -Clearly,  and  I said  so  at  first. 

123.  But  I did  not  attach  the  same  importance  to  it 
as  now,  for  the  borough  boundarv  has  been  fixed  now  as 
the  municipal  boundary. 

124.  Mr.  Murland. — The  first  thing  the  Commis- 
sioners are  to  do  is  to  have  an  estimate-  and  valuation. 
The  great  thing  is  the  estimate  and  valuation  for 
the  purposes  of  taxation,  and  in  that  is  given  the  names 
of  the  occupiers ; the  houses  they  occupy  with  the 
house  for  which  each  is  assessed.  That  is  in  full  force 
for  the  first  year,  and  they  can  only  do  that  to  the 
extent  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  lighting  and 
cleansing  of  the  town. 

125.  Mr.  Cotton.— Not  exceeding  the  limit  of  the 
borough  ? — Yes. 

126.  Don’t  you  think  the  map  prepared  for  them 
should  have  been  a map  of  the  entire  borougli  ? — What 
Mr.  Bower  prepared,  was  simply  a sort  of  tracing  of 
what  then  existed  of  the  town. 

127.  Was  it  so  much  of  the  borough  as  they  had 
rated  at  the  time  ? — So  much  as  they  had  lighted. 

128.  But  they  did  not  commence  lighting  until  they 
had  got  Mr.  Bower’s  map  ? — Yes. 

129.  And  then  he  prepared  a map  of  what  they  were 
going  to  light?— Yes ; they  can  go  to  the  whole  extent 
of  the  borough,  and  may  carry  out  lighting  as  far  as 
they  please.  They  have  power  every  year  to  extend 
the  lighting,  provided  they  don’t  go  beyond  the 
borough. 

130.  But  I want  to  draw  the  distinction  — they 
may  extend  their  lighting  and  taxing  powers,  but  they 
can’t  extend  the  area?— Yes,  but  they  were  right  in 
taking  new  houses  in.  I am  sure  they  did  not  under- 
stand this  question. 

131.  If  the  Commissioners  wish  to  consider  the 
question  again,  they  can  do  so.  If  this  blue  line  is 
put  forward  as  your  wish,  the  effect  would  be  to  restrict 
their  powers  in  case  of  the  extension  of  the  town  houses 
beyond  that  line,  so  that  while  they  conferred  benefits 
they  could  not  tax  the  houses. 

132.  Mr.  Gardiner. — The  Commissioners  must  con-  . 
sider  the  question  in  this  new  light  that  has  been  thrown 
npon  it. 

133.  Mr.  Cotton. — Think  over  it,  and  we  will  hear 
you  afterwards. 

134.  Mr.  Gardiner. — Our  object  in  laying  down  that 
boundary  was  to  confine  the  taxation  to  where  we  pro- 
posed to  give  benefit. 

135.  Mr.  Murland. — But  you  have  power  to  do  that 
at  present,- and  you  don’t  wish  your  area  of  taxation  to 
be  restricted. 

136.  Mr.  Cotton. — "When  the  Commissioners  fixed  upon 
this  blue  line,  it  was  under  an  erroneous  impression. 

Mr.  Gardiner. — Yes,  that  is  so. 

Examination  of  Mr.  Nelson,  resumed. 

137.  Do  you  know  the  extent  of  the  electoral  division 
yourself  2— No ; I don’t  know  the  area  of  it. 

13iL;Do  you  know  how  far  it  extends  in  the  different 
directions' and  the  townlands  it  includes,  Jfor  itispartof 
the  reebmrhendation  of  the  Committee  that,  where  it  is 
posssiUe,  the  boundary  of  the  electoral  division  should  bo 
the  boundary'  of  the  municipality,  and  I wish  co  put  it  oi: 


Dowstatmck. 
June  12, 187». 
Mr.  S.  Ct 
Nelson.  . 
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Down  r a thick,  record  -whether  that  is  out  of  the  question? — Quite  so  ; 

June  12,  1879.  quite  out  of  the  question. 

jk  g~  139.  Do  you  know  the  electoral  division  sufficiently 

Neison.  ' well  to  say  it  would  be  impossible  to  make  it  the  boundary 
of  the  town? — Utterly  impossible. 

140.  You  are  not  the  urban  authority? — Ho.  "We 
were  at  one  time— before  the  Act  of  1866. 

141.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  the  question 
whether  they  would  wish  to  become  the  urban  authority? 
— Yes ; we  would  not. 

142.  Have  they  come  to  that  resolution? — We  don’t 
wish  to  become  the  urban  authority. 

143.  For  what  reason,  or  have  you  any  definite  reason? 
— The  principal  reason  is  the  rating. 

144.  The  sanitary  rate  at  present  is  struck  upon  the 
one  townland  which  is  the  borough  ? — Yes. 

145.  And  if  you  became  the  urban  authority,  you 
would  have  a right  to  strike  that  rate? — But  we  don’t 
wish  to  tax  the  people  higher  than  at  present. 

146.  Mr.  Gardiner.  The  landlord  pays  half  the  rate, 
while  the  guardians  are  the  sanitary  authority ; and  if 
we  became  the  sanitaiy  authority  the  tenant  would  have 
to  pay  the  whole  of  the  sanitary  rate. 

147.  And  that  is  the  reason  why  you  don’t  wish  to 
become  the  urban  authority  ? — ( Witness.) — Quite  so. 

148.  How  is  the  town  lighted  now? — By  gas. 

149.  Are  the  gas  works  the  property  of  the  Commis- 
sioners?— No  there  is  a gas  company  in  the  town  and 
we  have  a contract  with  them. 

150.  In  what  way? — We  contract  with  them  each 
year. 

151.  At  so  much  a lamp  ? — So  much  a lamp. 

152.  How  many  lamps  ; at  what  rate,  and  under 
what  terms,  as  regards  light  ? — There  are  68  lamps  at 
50*.  a lamp?  sometimes  it  is  higher  and  sometimes 
lower. 

153.  And  what  are  the  terms  of  lighting? — From 
September  until  May. 

154.  On  dark  nights  only? — No;  during  the  full 
moon,  and  for  two  or  three  nights  during  that  time  they 
are  not  lighted. 

155.  Otherwise  they  are  lighted  for  the  entire  night 
and  not  put  out  at  12  o’clock  ? — No. 

156.  How  is  the  town  supplied  with  water  ? — not 
well. 

15/.  I see  that  in  1876  you  had  a water  scheme  pro- 
posed?— Yes,  we  have  been  working  at  it  for  three 
years. 

158.  In  what  state  is  it  now?— There  is  a bill  ap- 
proved by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  just  re- 
cently passed  by  Parliament. 

159.  That  is  approved  of  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  the  form  of  a provisional  order? — Yes. 

160.  For  what  is  thatprovisional  order  ?— For  bringing 

the  water  a distance  of  eight  miles. 


161.  At  what  expense  is  that  to  be  done  ?- A13  Ofta 
is  the  estimate.  At  one  time  it  was  resolvedly’  th 
guardians  as  the  sanitary  authority  that  we  should 
go  beyond  £10,000,  but  it  is  extended  now'  to  £13  000 

102.  How  is  the  town  off  in  the  matter  of  drainage 
— are  there  complaints  made  about  the  sewerage9— 
There  are  occasional  complaints.  The  fact  is,  we  neve 
can  have  this  town  drained  thoroughly  until  we  have 
the  marshes  drained,  for  when  there  is  a flood  in  the 
marshes,  which  is  often  the  case,  the  filthy  sewage  is 
thrown  back  up  the  sewers.  Until  that  is  put  right  we 
can’t  have  proper  sewerage  for  the  town. 

163.  Is  there  any  scheme  proposed  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  drainage? — We  have  been  improvin'-  the 
drainage  repeatedly  for  the  last  five  and  twenty  year* 
There  was  not  very  much  done  of  late  as  there  was 
only  one  penny  sanitary  rate.  . 


164.  What  has  been  done  during  the  last  four  years  ? 
— Not  much  — only  making  branch  sewers;  but  nothing 
has  been  done  to  remedy  the  main  sewer,  which  is  in 
a bad  state  when  there  are  floods. 

165.  No  scheme  has  been  proposed  to  remedy  that? 
— There  have  been  schemes  suggested. 

166.  But  approved  of  by  the  guardians? — I don’t 
know. 

167.  As  the  Commissioner's  never  wished  to  become 
the  urban  authority,  they  have  never  considered  whether 
they  wish  to  have  the  control  of  the  roads  ? — No  we 
never  contemplated  that. 

168.  Is  it  contemplated  to  put  the  town  under  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act? — Yes  ; it  is  desired  by  the 
Commissioners  and  the  greater  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

169.  Have  they  ever  held  any  meeting  about  it  or 
takon  any  legal  steps  to  have  the  Act  adopted  ? — Yes,  we 
had  a meeting,  at  which  we  requested  a number  of  these 
landlords  of  small  houses  to  attend,  as  they  might  be 
unwilling  to  pay  for  the  small  houses,  not  now  taxable ; 
a number  of  them  attended,  and  they  almost  all  signi- 
fied their  approval  of  the  adoption  of  the  Act. 

170.  But  you  have  not  taken  any  statutory  steps  ? — 
No ; but  on  two  former  occasions  we  did  take  steps,  and 
through  one  cause  or  another  the  matter  fell  through. 
At  the  last  town  meeting  we  had  it  was  almost 
imanimously  approved  of,  with  only  one  or  two  dissent- 
ing voices:  and  we  had  a memorial  prepared  and  signed 
by  the  greater  number  of  the  inhabitants;  but  that  me- 
morial was  by  some  means  lost.  We  feel  obliged  to 
you  for  the  suggestion  yon  made  with  regard  to  the  blue 
line  as  a boundary. 

171.  This  is  not  an  inquiry  which  closes  when  we 
leave  Downpatrick : itis  open  to  the  Commissioners,  orany 
one,  to  give  us  their  views  at  any  time  hereafter? — We 
will  be  able  then  to  reconsider  the  matter  in  the 
new  light  in  which  you  have  put  it. 


Mr.  Edward 
Gardiner. 


Mr.  Edward  Gardiner  examined. 


172.  You  are  chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners 
of  Downpatrick? — Yes. 

173.  For  how  long  have  you  held  that  office? — This 
is  the  third  year. 

174.  I was  going  to  ask  you,  had  the  Commissioners 
considered  the  question  of  the  extension  of  the  boundary. 
What  is  your  view  now  on  the  subject?— It  is  hard  to 
say ; we  are  rather  in  a difficulty  on  the  subject.  Of 
course  we  would  be  anxious  to  confine  our  taxes  to  the 
area  to  be  benefited. 

175.  We  find  that  at  present,  under  the  old  law  the 
way  the  thing  stands  is,  that  the  area  of  the  town  is 
the  area  of  the  borough— that  is  1,600  acres;  and  the 
question  is  do  you  wish  that  altered  in  any  way,  or  do 

yon  wish  to  have  that  area  still  preserved  ? We  are 

anxious,  for  many  reasons,  to  adopt  some  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  for  we  t.hir>V  it  is 
an  Act  which  would  benefit  us  and  that  it  would  press 
more  lightly  on  some  of  the  ratepayers  and  bring  in  a 
class  of  houses  to  pay  rates  that  are  not  paying  rates  at 
the  present  time. 


176.  That  is  not  exactly  the  question  we  have  to  deal 
with  here,  but  I might  ask  you  this  question,  suppos- 
ing you  were  to  take  proceedings  to  come  under  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act,  you  should  define  an  exact 
line  for  the  operation  of  that  Act ; what  limit  would 
you  adopt  ? — I cannot  answer  that  question  in  view  of 
what  has  been  discovered  to-day.  We  would  have 
adopted  the  blue  line  but  for  what  we  have  heard. 

177.  If  you  think  well  of  it,  if  you  think  the  Com- 
missioners would  like  another  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing the  question,  we  can  come  here  some  other  day  in 
August  and  you  can  consider  the  whole  question  over 
again  ? — Yes,  or  we  can  send  our  views  to  you. 

178.  The  only  thing  is  that  if  you  come  to  any 
definite  conclusion  as  to  any  fixed  boundary,  the  rate- 
payers might  wish  to  be  heard  too  ? — The  ratepayers 
might  object  to  the  present  boundary. 

179.  Of  course  I need  not  say  that  the  Commissioners 
know  the  town  in  all  eases  thoroughly  well,  and  so  them 
views  would  have  great  weight,  but  we  are  not  bound 
to  coincide  with  them  at  all? — Of  course. 
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]S0.  Mr.  Mu  eland. — We  are  all  agreed  upon  keeping 
the  present  boundary  and  the  jurisdiction  the  Commis- 
sioners have,  and  if  they  adopt  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act  the  whole  townspeople  will  agree  amicably  upon 
a boundary.  It  must  come  to  that  in  the  end  unless 
they  go  on  repealing. 

181.  Mr.  Cotton. — I don’t  know  that  there  is  any 
mention  of  repealing. 

1S2.  Mr.  Murland. — But  when  they  make  up  their 
minds  to  apply  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  they  can 
come  to  an  agreement  as  to  their  own  boundary,  and 
they  will  give  all  the  ratepayers  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing it  at  a meeting  called  for  the  purpose. 

183.  Mr.  Cotton. — Is  the  railway  station  rated  ? — 
( Witness.) — It  is  and  beyond  it. 

184.  Mr.  Mwland. — It  is  only  the  railway  station 
building. 

1S5.  Mr.  Cotton. — On  this  ordnance  map  the  rail- 
way station  is  put  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  town. 

186.  Mr.  Nelson. — The  railway  station  was  not 
bail  then. 

187.  Mr.  Murland. — It  is  all  within  the  borough, 
and  it  is  rated. 

Examination  of  Mr-.  Gakdinee  resumed. 

188.  Do  you  agree  in  the  view  that  it  would  be  desir- 
able to  leave  the  guardians  the  sanitary  authority  ? — 
I do  upon  the  question  of  taxation,  and  it  is  upon  that 
question,  I think,  it  should  be  made  optional  with  the 


town  to  become  the  urban  authority  on  application  to  Dowspatmck 
the  Local  Government  Board,  if  it  so  desires.  June  12,  i«7». 

189.  That  is  the  present  law  ?— But  the  incidence  

should  follow  of  being  able  to  divide  the  rate  between  Mr.  Edward 
the  landlord  and  tenant.  Gardiner. 

190.  As  the  law  stands  at  present  you  would  not 
advocate  becoming  the  urban  authority  on  that  <wound  ? 

—No,  sir. 

191.  Then  I take  it  that  a great  portion  of  the 
borough ; that  is  the  portions  that  are  most  distant  from 
here,  is  just  the  same  as  if  it  was  not  within  the  town 
at  all '? — Just  so. 

192.  Yon  don’t  exercise  any  jurisdiction  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  town  now,  and  you  are  not  likely  to 
extend  the  limits  a mile  outside  the  town  ? — No. 

193.  I want  to  see  why  you  adopt  the  borough  as  a 
boundary  ? — (Mr.  Murland.) — The  reason  was  just  to 
give  the  Commissioners  control  of  taxation,  according  as 
it  was  necessary  to  increase  the  benefits  and  extend  them. 

194.  According  as  the  houses  extended  ? — ( Witness.) 

Yes. 

195.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  state '? — No, 
sir. 

196.  Then  I may  take  it  you  don’t  wish  to  have  any 
alteration  in  the  boundaries,  so  long  as  yon  are  acting 
under  the  9th  George  IV.? — No,  sir;  no  change. 

197.  I think  it  would  be  well  we  should  send  you 
down  a new  set  of  queries,  and  that  you  should  answer 
them  to  that  effect? — Yes. 


John  Richard  M'Connell  examined. 


Sir.  John  R. 
SICoanelL 


198.  You  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Downpatrick  ? — I am. 

199.  And  you  think  as  long  as  you  arc  acting  under 
the  9th  George  IV.  the  boundaries  of  the  town  should 
be  left  as  they  are  ? — I do.  Of  course  the  practice 
adopted  heretofore  was  that  where  a house  was  built, 
and  where  the  Commissioners  thought  it  would  pay, 
(for  that  is  the  sum  total  of  it,)  they  would  light  the 
house  and  tax  it  for  doing  so.  Of  course  the  houses  out- 
side the  limits  were  not  lighted  and  they  did  not  come 
under  taxation. 

200.  You  do  not  want  any  alteration  in  your  limits 
to  suit  any  new  state  of  things  ? — No. 

201.  The  present  boundary  is  so  large  that  you  are 
not  likely  to  have  any  new  buildings  extending  beyond 
it?— It  is. 

202.  And  the  circumstances  of  the  town  as  to  the 
houses  are  such  that  the  town,  as  the  town  proper, 
stands  almost  in  the  centre  of  the  demesne  land,  so  that 
if  they  extended  a mile  on  one  side  they  would  not  be 
outside  the  demesne  of  Down  ? — Yes. 

203.  So  that  extension  beyond  the  parliamentary 
boundary  is  very  unlikely  ? — Yes, 

204.  The  only  place  is  Jordan’s  Acre? — Precisely. 


205.  You  think  there  would  be  no  advantage  in 
having  it  brought  within  the  township  ? — No,  but  there 
would  be  considerable  advantage  in  including  Audlcy’s 
acre.  For  lighting  purposes  it  would  not  pay  at  present. 

206.  Do  you  think  it  likely  that  in  any  future  time 
the  Commissioners  would  wish  to  exercise  their  juris- 
diction over  Audley’s  acre,  or  Jordan’s  acre? — I think 
the  time  is  too  far  distant  to  give  an  opinion. 

207.  It  appenrs  to  me  it  would  not  make  the  slightest 
difference  one  way  or  the  other,  whether  it  was  included 
or  not,  so  long  as  you  did  not  exercise  your  powers  over 
it  ? — Quite  so.  In  that  case  it  would  be  an  advantage 
to  include  both,  for  it  would  make  it  a more  distinct 
boundary.  It  would  not  at  all  interfere  with  the  in- 
habitants at  present. 

208.  Is  the  Ardglass-road  one  on  which  building  is 
likely  to  ariso? — It  is  possible.  There  is  one  new 
house  there  which  is  outside  the  limits  of  taxation  at 
present.  The  asylum  is  out  there. 

209.  Mr.  Nelson. — The  asylum  supply  their  own  gas 
otherwise  we  might  wish  to  include  them. 

210.  What  road  is  the  asylum  on? — On  the  Ardglass- 
road.  And  it  includes  the  whole  of  Russell’s  quarter  * 
That  is  a townland  in  itself;  it  is  a small  one. 


Jakes  Kebr  examined. 


211.  You  are  a Commissioner  ? — I am.  I am  only 
going  to  confirm  what  has  been  stated. 

212.  You  have  heard  the  views  stated  of  the  Chair- 
man?— Yes,  I agree  with  them. 

213.  Have  you  anything  to  add  ? — No ; I don’t  see 
that  any  advantage  would  be  gained  by  altering  the 
boundaries ; the  chances  are  so  small  of  any  increase  of 
the  town  in  that  direction  where  extension  might 
become  necessary  if  the  town  was  extended. 

214.  And  you  have  not  considered  the  question  what 
boundary  you  would  define  if  you  were  going  to  adopt 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? — I believe  the  blue  lino 
boundary  would  be  very  suitable. 

215.  If  you  came  under  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act,  and  were  bound  to  tax  the  agricultural  land  one- 
fourth,  you  would  like  to  restrict  tile  area  ? — I think  it 


would  be  judicious  to  keep  the  whole  of  the  demesne  of 
Down,  if  agricultural  land  was  only  taxed  one-fourth. 

216.  That  is  all  it  would  have  to  pay  under  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act? — Then  I don’t  see  why  it 
should  not  all  be  kept  in,  for  they  derive  direct 
benefit. 

217.  They  have  an  interest  in  the  town  being  kept 
clean  ? — Yes. 

218.  And  on  account  of  its  being  used  as  a market, 
and  the  schools  being  attended  by  their  children,  they 
have  an  interest  in  the  place  ? — Yes ; they  use  it  as  a 
place  for  selling  produce. 

219.  And  you  think  these  advantages  extend  as  far 
as  the  whole  parliamentary  borough  ?— Yes,  I quite 
believe  so. 
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MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


DOWNPATBICK 

Mr.  Edward 
M'Leatcr. 


Edwajid  M'Lesier  examined. 


220.  Yon  are  a Commissioner  of  the  town? — I am. 

221.  Do  you  agree  with  the  last  witness  ? — Yes. 

222.  And  you  hare  nothing  that  you  would  like  to 
add  to  what  he  has  stated  1 — No. 

223.  Mr.  Cotton. — We  are  ready  to  hear  any  rate- 
payer who  is  not  a Commissioner,  either  in  favour  of 
or  against  extension. 

224.  llobert  Whiteside. — It  has  been  suggested  that 
Audley’s  acre,  which  I own,  is  not  likely  to  be  built 
upon,  except  where  f am  building.  I would  not  like 
to  be  included.  It  is  a townland,  but  it  is  only  four 
acres.  There  is  an  old  road  in  it,  entirely  disused  by 
the  county ; it  runs  at  the  back.  It  was  originally  the 
road,  but  now  there  is  a road  that  runs  along  the 
asylum  wall;  the  boundary  between  Bussell’s  quarter 
and  Audley’s  acre,  and  that  is  the  road  used  now. 

225.  Do  you  think  it  is  probable  they  will  ever 
extend  the  lighting  out  to  you  ? — I don’t  think  so.  As 
regards  sanitary  matters,  I would  not  benefit  by  it,  for 
I he  at  the  other  side  of  the  hill.  If  you  run  a lamp 
past  my  gate,  I have  not  the  slightest  objection  to  your 
bringing  it  in. 

226.  If  you  get  tho  benefit  you  have  not  the  slightest 
objection  to  pay  the  tax  ? — Not  the  slightest. 

227.  Mr.  Gardiner. — I would  like  to  confirm  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Kerr,  that  it  would  be  quite  fail-  that  a 
larger  area  than  is  actually  embraced  in  the  houses 
should  be  liable  to  taxation,  such  as  the  demesne  of 
Down.  They  derive  considerable  advantage  from  tho 
town,  and  they  should  contribute  something  towards  its 
expenses. 

228.  You  think  the  borough  boundary  is  one  that 
fairly  represents  the  district  that  derives  benefit  ? — I 
think  it  does. 

229.  Mr.  Cotton. — The  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to 
repeal  the  9th  George  IV.  That  must  be  done 
before  you  can  tax  the  land.  Do  you  wish  to  convey 
that  if  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  was  applied,  tho 
borough  would  be  about  what  you  would  think  the  fair 
boundary?— I think  so.  If  we  could  adopt  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act,  and  take  in  the  whole  parliamentary 
borough — the  whole  of  the  demesne — I think  it  would 
be  the  most  satisfactory  area  we  could  adopt.  Of  course 
we  could  not  propose  to  light  the  whole  of  that  area. 

230.  Mr.  M‘ Connell. — That  blue  line  was  adopted 
by  the  Commissioners  as  the  boundary  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act,  supposing  it  was  adopted. 

231.  Mr.  Cotton. — Then  I am  not  to  take  it  as  the 
boundary  you  ask  us  to  fix  now,  and  whatever  boundary 
you  have  fixed,  it  is  for  the  Commissioners  acting  under 
the  9th  Geo.  IV.,  and  not  under  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act  ?— Take  it  only  ashavingreference  to  the  9th  Geo  IV. 

232.  Mr.  Murland. — As  a ratepayer  I am  not  going 
to  say  I would  approve  entirely  of  that.  I say  it  would 
be  wrong  to  have  the  entire  of  the  borough  in  the 
boundary.  That  is  a matter  for  grave  consideration 
upon  which  the  town  ought  to  be  consulted.  We  have 
had  a great  deal  of  consultation  amongst  the  entire  rate- 
payers about  this,  and  I don’t  think  it  would  be  prudent 


raggest  anything  to  be  put  upon  jenr  lutes  « . 
boundary  until  we  have  had  a meeting  to  consider  k 
As  a ratepayer  I would  not  like  to  be  bound  bv  an  • 
opinion  given  by  individuals  upon  a subject  of  that  kind 
I only  want  to  keep  myself  right  afterwards,  and  not 
to  have  it  said  I hoard  these  opinions  and  might  k 
taken  as  assenting  to  them.  I don’t  dissent  or°assent 
for  I have  not  considered  them. 

233.  Mr.  Cotton.— The  question  of  adopting  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act  has  been  discussed  ?— Yes 

234.  Has  it  been  discussed  by  people  who  own  pro- 
perty in  the  far-off  portion  of  the  borough?— I don't 
think  it  has.  I think  it  was  the  people  in  the  town 
proper  and  the  owners  of  property  in  the  town  who 
discussed  it,  and  there  was  a great  deal  of  difficulty  how 
we  would  fix  the  boundary  in  case  we  went  on.  That 
matter  would  be  hardly  pertinent  to  this  inquiry,  and 
I merely  wish  to  protect  myself  afterwards.  I am  not 
going  to  express  an  opinion  one  way  or  the  other. 

235.  Mr.  M‘ Connell. — I might  mention  that  bein» 
to  a certain  extent  connected  with  Mr.  Mulholland  (who 
is  the  owner  of  all  the  land  in  the  demesne  of  Down,  a 
great  bulk  of  the  people  being  his  tenants  from  year  to 
year,  and  the  other  persons  paying  a head-rent  or 
ground-rent),  that  as  to  the  outside  persons  having  been 
consulted  as  to  the  adoption  of  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act,  I would  say  they  have  not.  I have  reason  to  know 
that.  I might  also  state,  although  it  is  not  necessary 
to  your  present  inquiry,  that  the  reason  why  the  Com- 
missioners, by  the  resolution  on  their  books,  adopted  tha 
confined  line,  namely  the  blue  line,  was  to  prevent 
opposition  to  tho  adoption  of  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act. 

236.  Not  to  bring  in  opposition  from  the  outsiders? 
— Precisely.  It  was  with  a view  to  facilitate  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Act,  because  all  these  persons  outside,  when 
they  found  wc  were  going  to  adopt  boundaries,  might 
come  in  to  oppose  us ; they  do  not  of  course  wish  to  pay, 
for  they  get  no  advantage,  and  my  recollection  is  that 
the  people  who  hold  land  would  have  to  pay  whether 
they  received  benefit  or  not. 

237.  Certainly? — Very  well,  then,  take  a mile  out  to 
the  country  where  tho  borough  boundary  extends,  the 
people  living  out  there  and  holding  land  would  pay  one- 
fourth  and  derive  no  advantage,  and  hence  their  opposi- 
tion. 

238.  Do  you  mean  derive  no  additional  advantages? 
— No  additional  advantages,  no  lighting,  and  they  would 
have  to  pay  rates  ‘ 

239.  But  don’t  you  consider  that  the  people  living 
within  a certain  distance  are  interested  in  the  town  be- 
ing properly  kept? — True;  but  that  doesn’t  prevent 
their  opposing  the  Act. 

240.  But  isn’t  their  reason  for  objecting  that  they 
would  have  to  pay? — Yes.  I quite  agree  that  that  is 
no  reason.  There  are  several  lands  we  would  like  to 
bring  in  hut  it  would  bring  in  opposition  also,  and  then 
the  Act  would  not  be  adopted  at  all. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 


Wicklow. 
April  5,  1878. 


Mr.  Robert 
Halpin. 


WICKLOW.— 5th  APSIL,  1879. 


Before  Mr.  Exham,  q.c. 
Mr.  Robebt  Halpin  examined. 


1.  Yon  are  the  Town  Clerk  here?— Yes. 

2.  And  hare  been  for  a great  number  of  years  ?— 
Yes,  thirty  years. 

3.  The  population  I believe  is  3,164? — Yes  exactly 
it  was  that  by  the  last  return. 

4.  That  is  in  1871 ? — Yes. 

5.  Has  it  increased  ?—  It  decreased  by  some  300  odd 
from  what  it  was  in  1861  when  it  was  3,446. 

6.  Can  you  say  if  it  has  decreased  since  1871  ? 

No. 

7.  How  many  acres  are  there  within  the  town? 

765  acres. 


8.  And  what  is  the  valuation  ? — £6,026. 

9.  How  much  of  that  is  land?— Not  quite  one-tbird. 

10.  Is  there  not  a large  quantity  of  that  land  owned 
by  the  Corporation  ? — Yes. 

11.  About  how  much? — I should  say  the  Corpor- 
ation own  about  420  acres- 

12.  There  are  no  wards  here  ? — No. 

13.  The  whole  of  the  borough  is  in  the  one  electoral 
division  of  Wicklow  ? — Yes. 

14.  And  the  municipal  boundary  and  the  poor  aw 
electoral  division  are  not  the  same  ? — No.  The  e ec- 
toral  division  extends  for  miles  around. 
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15.  You  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  strike  a rate 
for  years  ? — No. 

16.  What  was  the  poor  rate  for  the  past  five  years? 
_In  1S7S  Is-  Gif. ; in  1S77  Is.  3d. ; 1876  Is. ; in  1875 
Is.  4 d. ; in  1S74  Is.  4i i. 

17.  The  average  of  your  county  cess  is  about  Is.  Gd. 
in  the  pound  in  the  year  ?— Yes,  niuepence  each  half 
year. 

IS.  Is  there  any  feeling  or  wish  on  the  part  of  the 
ratepayers  to  have  the  boundaries  extended  ? — No  sir, 
there  is  no  wish  to  have  them  changed. 

19.  Have  the  municipal  authorities  here  considered 
tbe  matter  themselves  1— Yes. 

20.  Have  they  expressed,  or  authorized  you  to 
express  an  opinion  on  the  subject? — Yes. 

21.  And  what  is  that  opinion  ? — It  is  that  they  don’t 
think  it  necessary  to  change  them  at  all. 

22.  Neither  to  curtail  nor  enlarge  the  boundaries  in 

anyway?— No. 

23.  What  is  tbe  present  income  of  the  Corporation  ? 
—About  .£1,200  a year. 


24.  And  hoxv  is  that  expended  ?— There  is  £550 
for  interest  io  respect  of  the  loan — the  harbour  loan. 
The  balance  goes  towar.ls  keeping  up  the  town  and  in 
salaries.  We  pay  something  like  £200  a year  for 
lighting,  that  is  the  largest  item  we  have. 

25.  Are  there  any  of  the  Corporation  lands  that  are 
outside  the  boundary  ?— None  outside  the  boundary. 
We  take  in  tbe  entire  of  tbe  Corporation  lands 
and  far  more  other  property.  But  there  is  no  Corpor- 
ation property  outside  the  bounds. 

27.  Are  there  any  gentlemen’s  residences  close  outside 
the  boundary  except  Marleton  House  ? — That  is  with- 
in the  boundary. 

28.  No,  it  seems  from  the  map  to  be  outside  tbe 
bounds? — Well,  the  grounds  are  inside. 

29.  Is  Marleton  House  a large  one  ? — It  is  a good 
one. 

30.  Who  owns  it  ? — Dr.  Hamilton.  I always  under- 
stood Marleton  House  was  within  the  boundary.  It 
stands  within  a mile  of  this  house  and  that  is  with- 
in our  jurisdiction. 


Wicklow 
Aprils,  1870, 
Mr.  Robert 


Mr.  John  Chapman  examined. 


31.  You  are  the  agent  of  the  Corporation  property 
here? — Yes. 

32.  Have  you  marked  out  the  present  boundary  on 
the  map? — Yes. 

33.  Can  you  tell  mo  how  that  boundary  was  first 
ascertained  ? — Yes ; the  old  Corporation  had  this 
boundary.  They  used  to  walk  over  the  municipal 
area — or  what  was  called  “riding  the  fringes” — every 
Michaelmas  Day.  The  practice  had  been  neglected 
for  some  years  before  I became  a Town  Commissioner. 

34.  Then  the  town  went  under  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act? — No  ; the  9th  of  George  IV.  Shortlyafter 
that  I became  a Town  Commissioner  and  they  elected 
me  Chairman.  That  was  in  1851  and  I got  them 
to  walk  the  boundaries  on  the  following  Michaelmas 
Day  which  they  did.  I was  anxious  to  know  tbe 
boundary  myself  and  it  was  known  at  that  time 
and  they  all  walked  it  with  the  Town  Sergeant  of 
that  day,  John  Ost. 

35.  And  the  boundaries  arc  now  the  same  as  the 
old  Corporation  bad? — Identically. 

36.  Wheu  they  adopted  the  9th  George  IV.  they 
adopted  tbe  old  bounds? — Yes. 

37.  And  it  continues  up  to  tbe  present  ? — Yes. 

38.  I see  you  follow  townland  boundaries  almost  iu 
every  place  except  at  Ballarney  and  from  Ballarney 
north  you  turn  to  tbe  sea? — Yes;  because  that  adopts 
the  old  boundary.  The  old  Town  Sergeant  guided  us 
the  whole  way.  The  present  boundary  includes  the 
whole  of  five  townlands  and  part  of  four  other  town- 
lands,  the  extreme  extent  from  the  north  to  the  south 
istwo  miles  in  length  and  about  three  quarters  in  Irish 
miles  in  breadth,  but  varying  in  its  distance  from  tbe  sea. 

39.  Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  there  are  no  taxes 
here,  and  that  you  woulduot  get  any  increase  in  income 
by  extending  the  boundary  do  you  think  it  would  bo 
desirable  to  extend  it  in  any  way? — No. 

40.  As  far  as  you  know,  tbe  people  in  the  town 
don’t  ask  for  it? — No.  I never  beard  any  one  ask 
it,  or  being  anxious  to  have  it  done. 


Mr.  John 
Chapman. 

41.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  of  tbe  residents  out- 
side expressing  a wish  to  have  themselves  brought  in  ? 

— No,  never. 

42.  How  far  is  Hathnew  ? — An  Irish  mile  and  a half 
— about  two  English  miles. 

43.  From  the  centre  of  the  town? — Yes,  from  the 
Town  Hall. 

44.  Are  there  many  persons  residing  there  ? — It  is 
a common  with  very  poor  people  living  there — there 
are  only  four  good  houses  about. 

45.  And  in  point  of  fact  within  a distance  of  two 
miles  say  or  a mile  and  a half  from  the  Town  hall, 
there  are  no  gentlemen’s  seats  except  Marleton  ? — Yes, 
there  is  Mr.  Courtney’s  of  Knockrobhin.  There  is  Mr. 

Magee  of  Fernhill,  I heard  him  complain  of  being  in 
it  when  there  was  a tax  going  to  be  put  on  for  sanitary 
purposes  he  wished  to  he  left  out. 

46.  But  he  is  in  at  present  ? — Y es  he  is. 

47.  Well,  with  regard  to  your  sanitary  arrangements, 
are  the  Guardians  the  rural  sanitary  authority  ? — Yes 
hut  we  are  waiting  for  the  provisional  order  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  be  confirmed  transferring  it 
to  us. 

48.  You  will  then  he  the  urban  sanitary  authority? 

— Yes. 

49.  Have  you  considered  at  all  the  question  of  tak- 
ing over  the  management  of  the  roads? 

'SO.  Mr.  Halpin. — I don’t  think  we  would  take  that 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  county. 

51.  Mr.  Chapman. — The  Grand  Jury  act  fairly  and 
liberally  with  us  and  sanction  every  presentment 
applied' for  by  the  inhabitants,  and  I think  the  roads 
and  streets  could  not  be  better  done  than  they  are  by 
the  county. 

52.  You  would  not  then  consider  it  judicious  to  get 
the  control  of  the  roads  into  your  own  bands  ? — No. 

As  to  tbe  extension  of  the  boundary  if  there  were  taxes 
it  is  a question  that  perhaps  we  might  go  into  but  I 
don’t  see  wliat  good  object  any  change  could  serve. 


Mr.  Henev  MThail  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  examined. 


Mr.  Hemv 
M'l'hail.  ‘ 


53.  I believe  you  have  lived  all  your  life  here  Mr. 
M'Phail? — "Yes. 

54.  And  of  course  you  know  the  place  well  ? — Yes ; 
I fully  concur  in  tbe  observations  of  Mr.  Halpin  and 
m the  answers  lie  lias  given. 

55.  There  would  be  no  use  in  any  change? — No 
from  all  I can  learn  here  it  seems  to  me  the  opinion 


prevailing  is  that  the  boundaries  are 'just  what  we 
require  and  no  more.  If  they  were  extended  we  would 
have  to  extend  the  advantages  of  lighting  to  an  enor- 
mous distance  without  any  return. 

56.  Is  there  any  building  going  on  now,  or  likely  to 
goon? — Very  little. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 
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MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


DtJKGAKNON 
July  34,  1879. 


DUNGANNON— JULY  24th,  1879. 
(Before  Chas.  P.  Cotton,  Esq.,  c.e.) 


Mr.  John 
Ewing. 


Mr.  John  Ewing,  examined. 


1.  How  long  Lave  you  l>een  Clerk  of  tLe  Dungannon 
Union  1 — Ten  or  fifteen  years. 

2.  The  town  is  under  the  7 th  of  Geo.  IV.  1 — Yes. 

3.  When  did  it  come  under  that  Act  ? — In  the  year 
1834,  as  you  will  see  by  the  minute  in  that  book;  in 
October,  1834. 

4.  Can  you  tell  me  the  population  1 — At  the  last 
Census  it  was  nearly  4,000,  but  I believe  it  has  been 
considerably  increased  since. 

5.  Could  you  say  to  what  extent  ? — I should  say  by 
1,000. 

6.  Is  it  up  to  6,000  now,  do  you  think? — No. 

7.  What  is  the  area  ? — The  area  of  rateable  property 
is  229a.  Ir.  6p. 

8.  Is  that  the  same  as  the  Parliamentary  area  ? — It 
is ; the  two  are  coterminous. 

9.  What  is  your  valuation  ? — £7,794. 

10.  What  is  the  date  of  the  return  of  that  valua- 
tion?— June,  1879  ; £6,294  is  the  valuation  on  which 
we  collect  the  rates ; there  is  a rateable  valuation  of 
£7,794,  but  there  is  £1,500  representing  small  house 
property  which  we  can  get  no  rates  on. 

11.  You  have  no  wards  ? — No. 

12.  What  electoral  division  is  Dungannon  in? — 
In  Dungannon. 

1 3.  What  were  the  municipal  rates  struck  for  the 
last  five  years  ? — In  1874,  Is. ; in  1875,  M. ; in  1876, 
6d. ; in  1877,  8d.;  in  1878,  8 d. 

14.  And  the  poor  rates  for  the  same  period  ? — In 

1874,  Is.  id.-,  in  1875,  Is.  8d. ; in  1876,  Is.  8rf.; 
in  1877,  Is.  8d ; and  1878,  2s.  id. 

15.  And  the  county-cess? — In  1874,  2s.  4 \d.\  in 

1875,  2s.  4£tf. ; in  1876,  2s.  2|J.;  in  1877,  2s.  0 U. ; 
in  1878,  2s.  2 j^d. 

16.  Do  you  know  what  the  municipal  rate  was  for 
1879  ? — The  same  as  last  year,  I think. 

17.  And  what  is  the  poor-rate  now  ? — Two  shillings 
and  four  pence. 

18.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  the  ques- 
tion of  extension  ? — Some  years  ago  they  considered 
it  desirable. 

19.  Have  they  had  our  queries  before  them? — No, 
they  had  none  of  those  queries  before  them. 

20.  I see  that  you  answer  our  communication.  You 
say  that  the  Town  Commissioners  and  the  principal 
inhabitants  “ are  of  opinion  that  the  boundary  should 
be  extended  so  as  to  include  general  business  premises 
and  dwellings  lying  in  close  proximity  to  the  present 
boundary,  but  the  opinion  of  the  present  Master  of 
•the  Rolls  was  that  it  could  not  be  done? — Yes. 

21.  Was  that  opinion  expressed  some  years  ago? — 
Yes. 

22.  In  what  year? — In  1861. 

23.  And  have  the  Commissioners  not  considered  it 
since  ? — Not  since  that. 

24.  Because  your  answer  reads  as  if  it  was  the 

opinion  given  by  the  Commissioners  now  ? Well  I 

followed  that  in  the  terms  you  read.  They  took  the 
opinion  of  the  present  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  some 
of  them  have  been  talking  individually  about  the 
matter  since. 

25.  Why  did  you  not  submit  the  queiies  to  them  ? 
— I spoke  to  the  Commissioners  and  put  my  views  on 
paper  and  they  approved  of  them. 

26.  Do  you  mean  to  say  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Commissioners  now  that  an  extension  should  take 
place  ? — Yes,  the  same  opinion  prevails  now  as  than, 

27 . What  extension  was  desired  ? — There  is  a re- 
solution on  the  books  expressing  the  opinion  that  the 
municipal  boundary  should  be  enlarged. 

28.  Give  me  an  idea  of  the  particular  extension 
desired  ? — They  specified  Beechvally  in  the  townland 


of  Ballysaggart ; an  extension  was  desired  up  to  the 
“cross-roads"  to  include  all  the  buildings  m that 
direction,  and  the  spinning  mill  and  linen  factory 
were  to  be  included,  and  so  much  of  Dungannon 
park,  house,  and  pleasure-grounds  as  lay  on  the  Dun- 
gannon side  of  the  park  lake,  to  include  Northland 
House,  and  so  much  of  the  demesne  up  to  the  lake  and 
up  to  the  public  road. 

29.  Was  it  intended  to  include  Kilameel  ?— No  it 
was  not  mentioned.  It  was  also  resolved  that  the 
clerk  call  on  the  solicitor  to  the  Board,  and  lay  before 
him  the  necessary  instructions  of  the  Committee  to 
carry  out  the  matter. 

30.  You  were  town  clerk  at  the  time  ? — Yes. 

31.  Did  you  know  the  valuation  of  what  they  in- 
tended to  bring  in? — No. 

32.  What  is  the  number  of  Commissioners— 
Twenty-one. 

33.  How  many  voters  are  there  ? — Three  hundred 
and  one. 

34.  How  many  of  those  are  qualified  to  be  Commis- 
sioners ? — Fifty-six. 

35.  Can  you  tell  how  many  additional  voters  would 
be  brought  in  by  the  adoption  of  the  extension  pro- 
posed by  the  Commissioners  ? — It  would  be,  roughly 
speaking,  under  ten. 

36.  And  how  many  of  those  would  be  qualified  to 
sit  as  Commissioners  if  elected  ? — At  least  four. 

3 7.  The  workhouse  is  not  included  in  the  boundary  ? 
— No,  nor  the  alms-houses. 

38.  Was  there  ever  a proposition  to  change  the 
town  so  as  to  constitute  it  under  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act? — No. 

39.  How  is  the  town  lighted  ? — By  contract  with 
the  gas  company. 

40.  How  many  lamps  are  there  1 — Seventy-nine. 

41.  At  what  rate? — £1  13s.  id.  per  lamp. 

42.  During  what  term  are  they  lighted  ?— From  1st 
October  till  the  1st  of  April. 

43.  What  hours  ? — All  are  lighted  before  dusk,  and 
half  of  them  are  put  out  at  ten  o’clock  and  the  other 
half  at  six  o’clock. 

44.  In  the  morning  ? — Yes.  There  are  seven  nights 
— at  full  moon — that  they  are  not  lighted  at  all. 

45.  What  is  the  price  at  which  the  gas  is  supplied 
to  the  town  generally  1 — Seven  shillings  and  six  pence 
per  1,000  feet. 

46.  How  is  the  town  supplied  with  water  ? — At  pre- 
sent they  are  making  a reservoir  under  a provisional 
order.  They  have  all  the  land  purchased  and  the  con- 
tract entered  into.  One  reservoir  indeed  is  completed 
and  the  other  is  in  progress,  and  the  whole  will  be 
done  in  a few  months. 

47.  That  is  all  under  the  guardians  ? — Yes. 

48.  What  about  the  sewerage  of  the  town  ? — It  is 
done  in  the  same  way ; they  have  got  a new  system 
within  the  last  twelve  months,  carried  out  under  Mr. 
Dickenson. 

49.  What  is  the  special  sanitary  rate  ? — Is.  is  the 
poor  rate,  and  id.  for  drainage,  and  Is.  for  water, 
That  is  what  I understand. 

50.  On  what  district  is  that  water  rate  and  sewage 
rate  struck? — It  includes  the  principal  townpaiks 
around  the  town. 

51.  You  cannot  give  it  more  definitely  than  that?— 
No ; it  is  not  under  my  cognizance.  Mr.  Kelly  is 
solicitor  for  the  guardians. 

52.  Mr.  Kelly. — There  was  an  order  made  fixing  the 
area  for  that  purpose. 

53.  I suppose  the  same  area  for  water  as  for  the 
drainage  ? 
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Mr.  Kelly- — No ; I think  the  water  area  is  somewhat 

f fitness. — Yes,  the  drainage  is  smaller,  because 
they  only  drain  part  of  the  town — the  water  goes 
further. 

54.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  discussed  the 
question  of  becoming  the  urban  sanitary  authority  ? — 
Yes'  Mr-  Anderson,  of  Hollymount,  wrote  several 
letters  to  me  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Commissioners, 
and  the  matter  was  talked  over. 

55.  They  were  satisfied  with  the  way  the  guardians 
acted  1 — Well,  I won’t  exactly  say  that,  but  they 
would  prefer  the  guardians  having  these  prosecutions 
and  a considerable  amount  of  money  to  be  levied  than 
by  the  Commissioners.  He  (Mr.  Anderson)  sent  a 
memorial  to  be  signed,  but  the  Commissioners  refused 
to  allow  it  to  be  signed. 

56.  Then  I suppose  they  never  disscussed  the  ques- 
tion whether  they  would  like  to  be  the  road  authority  ? 
— We  considered  we  got  a fair  share  of  the  county 
money,  and  that  we  might  leave  it  alone. 

57.  What  building  operations  are  going  on — are 
they  extensive? — Yes ; thfere  are  five  or  six  fine  villa 
seats  being  erected  in  the  direction  of  the  Royal  School ; 


and  a few  years  ago,  down  at  the  Workhouse-road,  in 
the  direction  of  Market-square,  there  were  buildings. 

58.  All  these  were  within  your  boundary  1 — Yes ; 
and  there  is  the  rectory  to  be  built  just  outside  the 
boundary. 

59.  Have  many  buildings  been  going  on  down  be- 
yond the  railway  station,  out  beyond  the  boundary  ? 
— No  ; not  many.  There  is  Martin’s  factory,  and  all 
belonging  to  it.  Buildings  commence  at  the  goods 
station  towards  the  Donoghmore-road. 

60.  Is  not  that  within  your  boundary  ? — No. 

61.  Do  you  supply  gas  out  to  the  very  edge  of  your 
boundary  in  all  directions  ? — No  ; it  does  not  go  to 
the  limits,  but  nearly. 

62.  You  have  not  gas  outside  your  boundary  ? — 
No  ; but  we  supply  gas  to  private  consumers. 

63.  The  whole  town  is  within  the  one  townland  ? — 
Yes ; Drumcool. 

64.  Would  those  extensions  you  speak  of  go  into 
airy  electoral  division  but  Dungannon?— Yes ; I think 
portion  would  be  in  Donoghmore.  In  the  opinion  of 
some  of  the  Commissioners  there  should  be  a different 
extension,  which  they  will  explain  to  you.  It  is  only 
talked  of. 


DnSCAMHOK. 
July  24.  1879. 
Mr.  John 


Mr.  Dickson  Patterson  examined. 


65.  You  are  chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? 
— I am. 

66.  How  long  have  you  been  so  ? — Within  two 
months  of  two  years. 

67.  You  were  a Commissioner  before  1 — Yes ; I 
have  been  for  twenty-seven  years. 

68.  Can  you  tell  me  the  feeling  of  the  Commission- 
ers— I understand  they  have  not  come  to  any  definite 
resolution  on  the  subject  of  extension  ? — I have  been 
speaking  to  a good  many  individually,  and  to  rate- 
payers of  the  town,  and  the  prevailing  opinion  is  in 
favour  of  an  extension. 

69.  Can  you  give  me,  in  any  way,  an  indication  of 
the  extension  they  desire  ? — Towards  Beechvally  and 
Northland  House  demesne. 

70.  And  not  any  further  ? — No  ; not  any  further 
than  Mr.  Ewing  pointed  out. 

71.  On  what  grounds  is  the  extension  proposed? — 
To  enable  us  to  get  move  funds  towards  our  rates. 

72.  Have  you  any  idea  how  much  that  would  bring 
in? — No  ; I have  not.  I never  made  any  calculation ; 
but  it  would  be  considerable,  I think. 

73.  If  you  extend  in  one  direction,  why  not  extend 
in  another  ; I see,  for  instance,-  a house  here — Kila- 
rneel — why  not  take  in  that,  which  is  about  the  same 
distance  as  Northland  House  ? — Well,  I don’t  see  that 
there  is  any  valid  reason  against  it. 

74.  But,  with  the  exception  of  these  two,  there 
seems  to  be  no  gentlemen’s  places  within  a mile  of  the 
town  all  round  ? — No. 

75.  And  you  are  now  speaking  your  own  opinion, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  Commissioners  1 — Yes  ; as  well 
as  most  of  the  Commissioners  I have  been  speaking  to, 
and  also  ratepayers.  I don’t  think  there  will  be  much 
building  outside  the  present  boundary. 

76.  Do  you  think  the  boundary  should  at  least  be 
extended  to  take  in  the  existing  or  prospective  build- 
ings ? — Yes  ; existing  buildings,  at  least. 

77.  Do  you  not  think  that  people  living  within  half 
a mile  in  every  direction  should  contiibute  something 
towards  the  tom  ? — Well,  I don’t  think  they  can  be 
said  to  derive  any  direction  from  the  lighting. 

7 8.  Don’t  they  get  advantage  from  the  lights  coming 
in  during  the  dark  mornings  of  winter,  or  going  out 
late  at  night  ? — No  doubt,  to  that  extent. 

79.  It  is  generally  alleged  that  people  living  within 
a certain  distance  of  a town  should  pay  something 
■ owards  it  when  they  use  it  for  markets,  sending  their 
children  to  its  schools,  and  so  on? — Well,  all  the  people 
who  use  it  at  present,  and  who  derive  advantage  from 
its  lighting,  are  rated. 

80.  Do  you  mean  that  all  people  who  have  property 


within  say  three  quarters  of  a mile  of  the  town—  from 
the  centre  of  the  town — live  in  the  town  and  pay 
rates? — Yes. 

81.  Would  there  be  any  advantage  in  bringing  in 
the  union  workhouse  ? — Well,  I don’t  think  it  would 
be  any  advantage  to  the  Commissioners;  up  to  the 
gates  is  now  within  the  boundary. 

82.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  sanitary  matters 
would  be  better  left  in  the  hands  of  the  guardians  than 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners? — No,  it  is 
not  my  opinion.  I think  the  Commissioners  know 
their  own  wants  best,  and  I would  say  that  the  sani- 
tary authority  should  be  the  Board  of  Commissioners 

83.  But  that  is  not  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of 
the  Commissioners  I take  it? — It  is  the  opinion  of  a 
good  many  of  them  I think.  We  would  know  how 
to  lay  out  our  own  money  better  than  strange  guar- 
dians coming  from  three  or  four  miles  away. 

84.  The  sewerage  works  are  in  progress,  I under 
stand  ? — Yes,  it  is  all  but  finished. 

85.  You  think  that  fully  provides  for  the  require- 
ments of  Dungannon  ? — I do. 

86.  The  water  supply  is  of  course  a good  one  ? — We 
hope  when  we  get  the  water  it  will  be. 

87.  It  is  in  progress  ? — Yes. 

8S.  Where  is  the  water  taken  from? — Atbmore, 
about  eight  miles  from  this. 

89.  It  is  an  expensive  piece  of  work  ? — Yes,  the 
ratepayers  will  know  that,  but  it  is  very  desirable. 

90.  Well,  you  would  wish  the  Commissioners  to  be 
the  sanitary  authority  ? — Yes,  and  I have  spoken  to 
a good  many  gentlemen  who  are  of  the  same  opinion. 

91.  If  you  were  the  urban  sanitary  authority 
would  you  wish  to  have  the  sole  control  of  the  roads  ? 
— Well,  we  are  not  dissatisfied  with  what  we  get  from 
the  county,  compared  with  what  we  pay. 

92.  How  much  is  contributed  by  the  town  in  county 
cess  ? — 2s.  4c?.  on  £7,000. 

93.  How  much  is  expended  by  the  Grand  Jury  on 
tbe  town  ? — I don’t  know,  but  I am  satisfied  we  get 
good  value.  We  get  the  footpaths  flagged  and  the 
town  cleansed,  which  many  don’t. 

94.  Has  it  always  been  so  ? — It  is  ten  or  fifteen 
years  since  they  took  up  the  cleansing.  They  have 
expended  I should  say  £2,000  towards  the  streets, 

95.  You  think,  in  fact,  that  the  Grand  J ury  do 
whatever  can  be  fairly  expected  of  them  ? — Yes,  we 
ask  them  and  they  freely  grant. 


96.  Mr.  John  Simmons,  Solicitor,  —I  appear  for 
ratepayers,  and  on  their  behalf,  and  for  myself,  I must 
sav  that  we  are  quite  in  favour  of  an  extension,  even 
2 R 2 


Mr.  Dickson 
Patterson. 
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Duwqanhom.  larger  tlian  that  proposed  by  Mr.  Ewing,  or  mentioned 
July  at,  1879,  by  him  as  having  been  agreed  to  by  the  Commissioners. 
Mr.  Dickson  I would  be  for  enlarging  the  boundary  to  Ballysaggart 
Patterson.  where  I reside  myself,  and  of  including  Northland 
House,  so  far  as  the  house,  marked  here  on  the  map 
“ Fish  Pond.” 

97.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  live  outside  and  are  willing 
to  be  brought  within  the  boundary  ? — Y es.  We  think 
not  only  that,  but  that  a larger  extension  than  has 
been  suggested  to  day  should  be  made. 

98.  Can  you  indicate  it  in  some  way? — Yes.  If 
we  begin  at  the  extreme  southern  point  yon  will  see 
Cornmill — that,  sir,  is  the  most  extreme  point  of  the 
present  boundary.  I think  that  should  be  extended 
in  the  southern  direction,  so  as  to  include  the 
“ Spinning  mill,”  you  will  see  closer  to  the  boundary 
still,  and  also  to  include  a place  called  “ Windmill 
stump.” 

99.  You  would  not  go  south  of  “ Windmill  stump  ” 1 
—No,  but  I would  include  it,  and  then  keep  a radiating 
line  up  to  the  corner  of  the  boundary,  immediately 
beyond  the  goods  store  of  the  Railway,  I would  not  go 
beyond  that. 

100.  You  would  not  extend  the  boundary  to  the 
East! — No.  Looking  at  that  point  the  present 
boundary  should  be  slightly  deviated  from  at  the 
residence  called  Fairview  House.  It  should  go  more 
to  the  east  of  Fairview  House. 

101.  To  what  distance? — I would  proceed  in  a 
right  line,  so  as  to  include  the  Union  Workhouse. 

102.  Would  you  go  up  to  some  quarries,  I see 
marked  1 — Yes.  They  are  private  quarries.  I would 
include  the  Workhouse,  and  also  include  the  Almshouse 
immediately  to  the  right  of  the  Workhouse,  and  keeping 
that  right,  line  include  Killywell  House,'  and  then 
touch  the  boundary  just  immediately  southward  of 
that  at  Gortmere,  the  extreme  boundary,  and  then  bv 
the  “ Fish  Ponds.” 

103.  Would  you  go  beyond  the  “Fish  Ponds”? 

The  Fish  Ponds  would  be  the  proper  boundary. 

104.  Do  you  know  the  electoral  division?— 
res. 

105.  Now  taking  the  electoral  division  marked  by 
the  blue  line,  would  you  say  it  would  be  too  much?— 

I think  it  would  be  a better  boundary  still,  and  for 
this  reason : it  would  do  no  injustice  to  the  people  in 
tiie  agricultural  rank  of  life,  and  for  this  reason. 
There  are  very  few  farm  houses  situated  within  the 
electoral  division — that  is  very  few  people  who  live 
by  farming  alone.  I think  there  would  not  be  more 
than  perhaps  half  a dozen. 

106.  And  do  I understand  that  they  are  owned 
chiefly  by  residents  of  the  town?— Yes,  in  the  way  of 
town  parks  by  the  residents  in  the  town,  and  as 
accomodation  lands,  and  therefore  I think-  that  the 
electoral  division  would  be  a better  boundary  still. 
One  other  reason  I think  would  operate  in  that 


direction,  and  that » tint  it  is  the  area  on 
water  rate  and  sewer  rate  are  charged.  C“ the 

107.  Are  you  clear  about  that  ?— Well  T 

108.  Because  Mr.  Ewing  gave  me  to  “i 

tint  the  sewerage  into  iras  nof .trod:  on  .nclfat” 

a,'e” I f 'voter  rate  i— I went  for  information  to  £ 

workhouse,  and  I was  informed  by  the  Clerk  of  It 
Union  that  there  was  tile  same  area  in  both 

KIS.  At  any  rate,  if  I may  take  it,  if  it  heft, 
electoral  division  on  which  the  sewerage  and 
rate  is  struck,  it  would  be  an  additional  rSon  for  «a‘Z 
lug  it  for  tile  boundary  i — Yes,  I am  aware  of  Zt 
opinion,  and  so  are  my  clients.  Buildings  wjnT 
springing  up  m the  direction  of  the  Almshorae  and  if 
other  directions.  The  town  is,  I think,  in  a 
thriving  condition  than  in  former  years,  and  it  would 
be  only  right  and  proper  that  these  buildings  should 
be  mcluded  within  the  municipal  boundary  Thev 
derive  all  the  advantages  of  being  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  town,  and  they  should,  therefore,  contribute 
towards  the  expenses,  of  it.  The  electoral  division 
would  contain  1,229  acres  in  round  numbers,  and  I 
see  by  “ Thom’s  Directory  ” that  the  ancient  boundarv 
contained  836  acres.  For  some  reason,  at  some  period 
—'41  I think — the  boundary  was  narrowed  down  to 
the  dimensions  it  is  at  present. 

110.  Well,  after  all  that  bears  very  little  on  the 
present  question,  because  the  reasons  that  guided  the 
ancient  boundary  would,  doubtless,  be  different  from 
those  that  would  apply  now  ? — Quite  so. 

111.  Asa  ratepayer,  would  you  think  it  desirable 
that  the  Commissioners  should  be  the  sanitary 
authority,  or  that  it  should  be  the  Board  of  Guardians  1 
— My  opinion  is,  that  as  the  sanitary  authority  is  much 
more  immediately  concerned  with  the  town  and  the 
immediate  locality,  that  to  place  the  power  in  die 
hands  of  those  who  have  more  immediately  the  in- 
terests of  the  town  at  heart  would  be  desirable.  The 
guardians  are  elected  from  a very  wide  area,  and  cannot 
possibly  have  such  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  re- 
quirements of  the  town  as  the  Town  Commissioners. 

112.  Do  you  know  are  the  Guardians  asked  to  do 
any  sanitary  work  which  they  neglect  ? — I think  not. 
I think — as  far  as  I know — that  they  perform  their 
duties,  and  have  done  so.  They  have  put  in  force  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  with  great  fairness  and  with 
moderation,  where  moderation  was  necessary. 

1 13.  You  think,  however,  that  the  Commissioners 
residing  immediately  on  the  spot  would  he  better 
judges  of  what  was  required  ? — Yes,  that  would  be  the 
only  reason  I could  give. 

114.  Have  you  formed  any  idea  yourself  as  to  the 
advisability  or  otherwise  of  taking  up  the  roads— 
do  the  Grand  J ury  give  satisfaction  in  that  respect  ? 
— Well,  I think  there  is  no  reasonable  ground  of 
complaint  as  to  the  roads  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  the  town  and  the  public  streets. 


Mr.  Thomas  H. 
Aiken. 


Mr.  Thomas  H.  Aiken  examined. 


U5.  Mr  Henry  A.  Kelly,  solicitor. — Yonkavekeaid 

Mr.  bimmons  evidence — do  you  agree  with  it  ? I do  • 

only  I would  not  extend  in  the  direction  of  Coalisland’ 


but  with  that  exception  T agree  with  it.  I would  not 
go  to  the  extent  of  taking  in  the  entire  electoral 
division.  I would  include  Windmill  Hill. 


Mr.  Ewing  recalled  and  examined. 


116.  Mr.  Kelly,  solicitor.— There  are  buildings  in 
the  direction  of  Donoughmore? — Yes. 

117.  And  it  is  your  idea  to  enlarge  in  that  direc- 
tion ? — Yes,  and  I would  not  extend  so  far. 

118.  You  never  heard  any  complaint  of  the  way  the 
guardians  carried  out  the  sanitary  work  ?— No,  I never 
heard  any  complaints.  I heard  persons  saying  they 
might  have  done  things  better,  and  so  on. 

119.  Mr.  Simmons. — The  only  thing  I ever  heard 
exception  taken  to  as  regards  the  Guardians  was  con- 
cerning the  water,  and  opinion  in  the  town  was  a good 
deal  divided  as  to  that. 

120.  Mr.  Kelly — And  that  is  corrected  now,  for  they 


are  getting  in  a good  supply  of  water.  If  the  Town 
Commissioners  were  the  sanitary  authority  we  would 
not  have  the  water  at  present.  I would  now  say  a 
few  words  on  behalf  of  my  clients. 

120.  Mr.  Cotton. — For  whom  do  you  appear? 

121.  Mr.  Kelly. — I attend  partly  as  solicitor  for 
Lord  Kanfurley.  It  was  only  a day  or  two  ago  I 
heard  you  were  going  to  hold  this  inquiry  here,  and  I 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  consulting  with  Lord 
Ranfurley  or  ascertaining  Ms  views. 

122.  Mr.  Cotton. — We  are  open  to  receive  any 
communication  from  you  at  any  time. 
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123.  Mr.  Kelly. — I liave  -written  one  or  two  notes 
Waring  on  the  subject : — 

Previous  to  the  Helena  Act  Dungannon  was  an  old 
l.oroii"h  town,  its  municipal  body  being  designated  “The 
Provost  Free  Burgesses  and  commonalty  of  the  Borough  of 
Duiwantion.”  In  1832,  by  2nd  and  3rd  William  IV.,  cap. 
SO.  its  boundaries  as  a Parliamentary  borough,  wore  dis- 
tinctly defined  in  the  schedule  to  that  Act.  In  1834,  Oc- 
tober 15,  at  a meeting  of  the  householders  of  the  borough, 
duly  convened,  the  then  Provost  being  in  the  chair,  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  to  adopt  the  provisions  contained  in 
the  Act  9th,  George  IV.,  cap.  82,  for  all  and  every  the  pur- 
poses of  the  same,  and  over  since  that  date  the  Act  has  been 
ia  operation  within  the  borough,  no  determination  of  its 
municipal  limits  having  over  been  made  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  21st  section  of  the  last  mentioned  Act,  but  the 
boundaries  of  the  Parliamentary  and  municipal  borough 
have  always  been  understood  to  be  Coterminous.  The. 
question  “ Whether  the  Town  Commissioners  could,  by  a 
resolution  of  their  board,  extend  the  municipal  boundary  for 
the  purposes  of  the  9th  Geo.  4,  cap  32,  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  Parliamentary  borough,”  or  “ whether  the  limits  of  the 
borough  being  already  defined  by  the  2nd  and  3rd  William 
IV.,  cap.  89,  before  the  former  Act  was  adopted,  its  opera- 
tion was  not  confined  within  those  limits,”  arose  in  the  year 
1862,  when  it  was  sought  to  extend  the  municipal  boundary. 
The  opinion  of  the  present  Judge  Lawson  (the  then  Soli- 
citor-General), was  taken  on  the  point,  who  gave  it  as  liis 
opinion  that  the  Town  Commissioners  could  not  then,  by 
resoluti.cn  or  otherwise,  enlarge  the  boundary  of  the  borough. 
That  the  Act  9th  George  IV;,  cap.  82,  was  put  in  force  for 
the  borough  properly  so  called,  which  had  defined  limits 


and  not  for  any  suburbs  and  liberties  thereof;  and,  there-  Dcxoaxsos. 
fore,  he  doubted  very  much  whether  the  21st  section  of  the  July  -•4,  i=;u. 
Act  ever  had  any  application  to  the  case,-  but  he  was  of  — 
opinion  that  if  such  power  was  to  be  exercised  it  should  Mr'  Kwin&- 
have  been  exercised  immediately  after  the  Act  came  into 
operation,  and  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  extend  the 
boundary  then,  the  only  mode  of  doing  so  being  to  put  the 
borough  under  the  Towns’  Improvement  Acts:  It  appears 
there  was  no  determination  of  the  municipal  limits  ever 
made  under  the  2 1st  section  of  that  Act  at  all,  but  it  was 
always  looked  upon  that  the  two  boundaries  were  cotermi- 
nous, that  is — 

124.  Mr.  Cottox. — How  would  it  be  suppose  some 
one  disputed  whether  they  were  within  or  without 
the  line,  if  the  line  was  never  defined? — Well,  the 
Pari  iamentaiy  boundary  was  defined. 

125.  Well,  but  that  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
adopted.  I find  the  only  resolution  on  the  point  says : 

“ Resolved — That  we  adopt  the  provisions  of  the  Dtli 
George  IV.,  for  all  the  purposes  of  same.”  That  only 
constituted  the  Commissioners,  so  that  the  first  act 
of  the  Commissioners  should  have  been  to  define  then- 
boundary? — Well,  that  may  be,  and  is  so,  but  cus- 
tom has  defined  the  boundary  ever  since.  As  to  one 
or  two  observations  that  fell  from  Mr.  Ewing  and  Mr. 

Patterson,  I believe  it  is  the  fact  that  as  to  local 
matters  they  are  left  to  guardians  living  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  of  the  town,  and  that  the  out- 
side guardians  do  not  interfere. 


Mr.  George  Moon,  T.C.,  examined. 


126.  I understand  you  are  one  of  the  oldest  Com- 
missioner’s?— Yes;  I am  a long  time  a member  of 
the  board. 

127.  What  do  you  think  on  the  question  of  alter- 
ing the  boundaries  ? — Well,  I think,  as  far  as  I can 
see,  I would  make  the  electoral  division  the  boundary, 
with  the  exception  of  a place  they  call  Lisnamull. 

128.  You  mean  the  whole  townland  of  Lisnamull  ? 


— Yes ; and  a place  called  Warren,  portion  of  Drum- 
crew  gravel  pits. 

129.  Is  that  beyond  the  union  workhouse? — Yes  ; 
west  of  the  workhouse.  It  is  called  the  Warren  in 
the  rent  books.  I would  take  in  all  the  rest  of  the 
electoral  division  as  I think  there  will  be  building 
going  on.  I would  leave  out  Gortmairin  altogether, 
and  Mollaghanagh,  at  least  the  south  part  of  that. 

[Tire  inquiry  terminated.] 


i\[r.  George 


CLONES.— JULY  21st,  1880. 

(Before  Mr.  W.  A.  Exham,  q.c.) 
Mr.  J.  Galway,  Town  Clerk,  examined. 


1.  The  township  is  under  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act  of  1854.  The  area  is  159  acres,  and  the  valu- 
ation is  £3,466  8s.  The  population  in  1871  was 
2,170  which  has  not  increased.  The  boundaries  have 
not  been  altered  since  they  were  first  fixed.  There 
has  been  some  slight  building  going  on  within  the  last 
few  years,  but  it  has  been  within  the  township 
boundary.  There  is  not,  and  has  not  been  any  new 
building  within  any  short  distance  of  the  new  boundary. 
The  township  is  all  in  the  electoral  division  of 
Clones,  which  extends  for  a very  considerable  dis- 
tance in  every  direction  beyond  the  present  boundary. 
There  are  not  any  gentlemen’s  residences  or  houses 
within  a mile  of  the  present  boundary.  The  follow- 
ing have  been  the  rates  made  for  the  last  six 
years : — 


1874, 

Municipal. 

d. 

. 12 

Poor  Law. 

dL 

10 

1875, 

. 6 

9 

1876, 

. 9 

10 

1877, 

. 6 

10  and  id.  Sani- 

1878, 

. . 8 

tary  Rate 
16  and  2 d.  Sani- 

1879, 

. 8 

tary  Rate. 

8 

The  municipal  rates  have  been  sufficient  to  pay 
for  the  due  and  proper  lighting  of  the  township  with 
gas  and  for  its  scavenging,  and  the  Commissioners 
consider  that  they  will  be  able  to  do  the  same  work 


in  the  future  for  the  same  rates  as  the  last  tew  years. 
The  County  Cess  has  usually  been  up  to  the  present 
about  Is.  Srf.  in  the  pound  in  the  year.  There  are  at 
least  100  acres  of  land  unbuilt  on  within  the  present 
township,  which  is  used  almost  exclusively  as  accom- 
modation land  for  the  township.  This  land  is 
exceptionally  valuable  on  that  account,  and  pays 
much  higher  rent  than  similar  land  would  pay  if  two 
miles  from  the  boundary.  Sir  Thomas  Leonard  is  the 
owner  of  all  the  land  within  the  present  boundary. 
He  expends  considerable  sums  of  money  in  keeping 
up  a proper  water  supply,  and  subscribing  to  the 
town  rates.  What  he  thus  gives  is  more  than  he 
would  have  to  pay  if  he,  as  landlord,  had  to  pay  any 
share  of  the  municipal  rate,  even  if  that  was  increased 
to  one-half  on  the  valuation.  The  Commissioners 
do  not  consider  that  they  could  advantageously  take 
up  the  management  of  the  roads  within  the  present 
boundary.  They  are  also  unanimously  of  opinion 
that  it  is  not  desirable  to  have  any  increase  or 
other  alteration  of  the  present  boundary.  The 
ratepayers  also  do  not  wish  for  it,  and  there  are 
not  any  persons  residing  outside  the  boundary  who 
desire  it.  . , . . . , 

Three  or  four  of  the  Commissioners  also  attended 
the  inquiry,  and  stated  that  the  evidence  of  the  Town 
Clerk  was  accurate  in  all  respects. 

[The  inquiry  then  terminated.] 


Closes. 
July  21, 1871). 

Mr.  J.  Galway. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


310 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


°"WAT-  GALWAY.— JULY  Stii,  1879. 

July  8, 1879. 

(Before  Mr.  Exham,  q.c.,  Mr.  Cotton,  c.e.,  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson.) 


Mr.  John 
Bedington. 


Mr.  John  Redington  examined. 


1.  Chairman. — You  are  Secretary  to  the  Town 
Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

2.  Wliat  is  the  present  area  and  valuation  of  the 
municipal  boundary  ? — 24,132  acres;  the  valuation  is 
.£26,135.  And  the  population  at  last  Census  13,435. 
There  has  been  a decrease  within  the  past  twenty 
years. 

3.  Since  1871  has  there  been  a decrease  ? — No,  I 
don’t  think  so. 

4.  Is  the  borough  in  the  Galway  electoral  division  1 
— The  electoral  division  is  larger. 

5.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  portion  of  the 
electoral  division  outside  the  borough? — £2,554  17s. 
The  county  of  the  city  comprises  the  entire  of  the 
Galway  electoral  division,  part  of  Ballintemple,  the 
entire  of  Barna  and  portion  of  Carraghbrown. 

6.  What  are  the  rates  that  have  been  struck  here 
♦ for  some  years  past? — The  municipal  rates  were  in 

1874,  Is.  3d.;  in  1875,  Is.  11(2. ; in  1876,  Is.  11(2.; 
in  1877,  2s.  5 d. ; in  1878,  2s.  5 d.  That  municipal 
rate  includes  the  maintenance  of  the  roads,  and  also 
a three-penny  public  water-rate. 

7.  Have  you  high  pressure  water  here  ? — Yes. 

8.  That  rate  has  nothing  to  say  to  lighting.  We 
got  a Provisional  Order  to  levy  a rate  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  roads,  the  tolls  not  being  sufficient 
to  keep  the  roads  in  repair.  There  is  a receiver  over 
the  tolls  for  a debt  due  to  the  Gas  Company,  and  we 
got  a Provisional  Order  to  levy  a rate  not  exceeding 
2s.  in  the  pound  for  the  borough. 

9.  For  the  roads  in  the  borough  ? — Yes. 

10.  How  is  the  town  lighted— is  it  out  of  the  tolls  ? 
— Yes,  tolls  and  customs.. 

1 1.  Are  they  sufficient  for  the  purpose  ? — Yes. 

12.  What  was  the  poor  rate  for  the  same  period? 
—In  1874,  3s. ; in  1875,  2s.  8 d. ; in  1876,  2s.  5 d. ; in 
1877,  2s.  8c2. ; in  1878,  3s. 

. 18.  The  same  rate  is  payable  over  the  entire  electoral 
division  ? — Yes. 

14.  Is  there  any  county  cess  payable  by  the 
borough  ? — Yes,  for  imperative  presentments. 

15.  Is  the  portion  you  pay  in  the  borough  the  same 

as  is  paid  in  the  county  of  the  town  ? No  • it  is 

much  heavier  outside  because  they  have  to  maintain 
the  roads  outside. 

16.  When  did  you  get  power  to  strike  the  im- 
provement rate  ? — In  1875. 

17.  What  was  the  county  cess? — In  1874,  2s.  7 d.  • 

in  1875,  2s.  Z\d. ; in  1876,  Is.  Id. ; in  1877,  Is.  3d  • 
and  in  1878,  10|<2.  ’ 

18.  Did  the  difference  between  2s.  Id.  in  1874,  and 
1° id.  in  1878,  pay  for  the  roads  which  are  now’ paid 
out  of  the  improvement  rate  ? — Yes. 

19.  Will  the  comity-at-large  charges  be  less  ? — Yes 
At  present  the  county  cess  is  10£rf,  and  will  be  less’ 
when  we  knock  off  the  establishment  charges.  • 

20.  Then  in  fact  the  taxation  in  1878  including 
poor  rate  and  county  cess  is  about  6s.  3 \d.  1— Yes.  ° 

. 21.  Mr.  Cotton. — What  was  the  date  of  the  Pro- 
visional Order  about  the  roads  ? — 1874  or  1875. 

22.  Before  the  Provisional  Order  who  repaired  the 
roads? — The  Grand  Jury  maintained  the  roads.  But 
it  was  found  that,  under  our  local  Act — the  Galway 
Town’s  Improvement  Act,  1853 — we  were  obliged  to 

maintain  the  roads  inside,  and  not  the  Grand  Jury 

out  of  the  tolls  and  customs,  and  then  it  .was  wo 
asked  for  a Provisional  Order  to  give  power  to  levy  a 
rate,  the  other  source  not  being  sufficient  for  the 
purpose. 


* a/mairman.— xnen  in  1874  the  county  of  the 
city  Grand  Jury  did  not  repair  the  roads?— They  ,]i,l 

24.  You  were  boimd  to  do  it?-Yes,  but  we  did  not 
do  it,  and  for  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  yearn  they  W 
been  maintained  by  the  Grand  Jury. 

. 28.  What  were  the  rates  in  1878,  the  county  ces, 
m the  portion  outside  the  municipal  boundary  and  in 
the  hands  of  the  city  grand  jury— the  portion  outside 
the  municipal  boundary  and  inside  the  county  of  the 
town?— Three  shillings  and  sixpence  farthing  county 
cess,  that  is  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  and 
imperative  presentments.  The  Commissioners  wish  to 
draw  attention  to  how  unduly  it  presses  on  the  tenants 
outside.  They  have  to  pay  3s.  6^(2.  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  roads  outside,  imperative  presentments  and 
that  is  entirely  payable  by  the  tenants.  ’ 

26.  What  was  the  amount  for  other  years? It  was 

about  the  same.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  roads  out- 
side to  the  confines  of  the  county  is  about  £700  bet- 
ween the  borough  and  the  extremity  of  the  county  of 
the  town.  This  £700,  if  levied  off  a valuation  of  say 
£6,514  (that  is  the  valuation  of  the  outside  ring), 
would  require  a rate  of  2s.  2d.  to  cover  it,  whilst,  if 
amalgamated  with  the  inside  portion,  it  would  only 
take  Is.  5(2.  to  cover  the  entire. 

27.  Is  the  surveyor’s  salary  included  in  the  £700? 
— No,  the  salary  is  £100,  and  the  £700  is  the  contract 
for  the  roads. 


28.  Does  the  borough  pay  anything  towards  that? 
— Merely  for  the  maintenance  of  the  courthouse,  but 
nothing  towards  the  salary  of  the  surveyor. 

29.  How  do  you  make  out  the  Is.  5d.  you  speak  of 
if  there  was  an  amalgamation? — If  you  amalgamate 
this  £700  with  the  cost  of  the  roads  inside,  and  take 
it  upon  the  total  valuation  of  £32,500,  it  will  only  cost 
Is.  5c2.,  if  you  spread  it  over  that  large  area. 

30.  Would  it  not  increase  the  road  rate  inside  the 
borough  ? — No. 

31.  What  will  Is.  5 d.  produce  on  the  valuation  of 
the  outside  “ring?” — The  valuation  of  the  outside 
ring  is  £6,514,  and  that  will  take  2s.  2(2.  to  produce 
the  £700. 


32.  One  shilling  and  fivepence  would  produce  £460 
upon  the  valuation  of  the  “ ring”  between  the  two,  and 
that  will  leave  £240  to  be  raised  by  the  borough  in 
addition? — Yes;  but  if  you  take  it  upon  the  valua- 
tion of  both  inside  and  outside,  Is.  5d.  will  produce 
£2,300  which  will  cover  entire  expenses  of  road. 

33.  Does  arable  land  in  the  borough  pay  the  full 
rate?— Yes. 

34.  Mr.  Cotton. — If  you  calculate  the  maintenance 
of  the  roads  outside  the  borough  and  inside  the  county 
of  the  town,  you  must  add  something,  I think,  to  the 
rate  of  the  borough  ? — "Why. 

35.  If  you  put  Is.  5(2.  on  the  outside  it  won’t  pro-* 
duce  £700,  and  you  must  raise  £240  somewhere  else? 
Yes ; but  I have  already  shown  you  that  Is.  5 d.  on  the 
entire  rating  will  cover  all  expenses  of  roads. 

36.  Chairman. — According  to  the  Provisional  Order 
you  got  giving  you  power  over  the  reads,  is  the  entire 
of  the  rate  chargeable  on  the  land  ? — It  is  divided  be- 
tween the  landlord  and  tenant. 

37 . Is  the  entire  rate  imposed  on  the  land  or  does 
arable  land  pay  only  one-fourth  1—' The  entire. 

38.  Is  the  £2,000  raised  for  roads  inside  charged 
half  on  the  landlord  and  half  on  the  tenant  ? — There 
is  only  £1,500  required  for  the  roads  inside,  and  the 
rate  is  divisible  between  landlord  and  tenant. 

39.  Do  you  propose  if  the  “ outer  ring  ” is  taken  in, 
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that  it  should  be  divided  in  the  same  way  1 — Yes  ; the 
tenants  outside  the  two-mile  radius  pay  3s.  6|ff, 
whereas,  if  it  is  amalgamated  with  the  town  they  would 
par  very  much  less  and  it  would  be  divided  between 
the  landlord  and  the  tenant. 

40.  Mr.  Cotton. — Then,  I presume,  the  tenants  are 
in  favour  of  it,  and  the  landlords  are  not  ? — Some  of 
the  landlords  are. 

41.  How  far  does  the  county  of  the  town  extend 
from  the  centre  of  the  town? — About  four  Irish  miles. 

42.  Chairman. — Are  the  county-at-large  charges 
heavier  in  what  you  call  the  “ ring  ” than  the  town  ? 
—With  the  exception  of  the  salary  of  the  county  sur- 
veyor, they  are  not.  In  fact,  they  are  spread  equally 
over  the  entire,  with  that  one  exception. 

43.  Mr.  Cotton. — I suppose  you  would  have  a 

corresponding  charge  in  respect  of  surveyor’s  salary 
and  additional  staff,  if  you  took  over  the  work  ? — The 
same  staff  already  employed  by  the  Commissioners 
would  suffice 

44.  Chairman. — Have  you  a surveyor  inside  the 
boundary  ? — Yes. 

45.  Would  he  do  all  the  roads  as  cheaply  and  well  ? 
Well,  he  ought  to  be  able. 

46.  Would  you  not  have  to  increase  his  salary  ? — I 
don’t  know  that ; and  besides  that,  by-and-by  these 
establishment  charges  would  drop  off. 

47.  Is  there  building  going  on  outside  the  borough  ? 
—No. 

48.  Are  there  many  gentlemen’s  seats  outside  ? — 
Yes.  Under  the  Galway  Town  Improvement  Act 
we  have  power  to  levy  a rate,  and  divide  it  between 
the  landlord  and  tenant. 

49.  Does  that  apply  to  the  road  rate? — Yes. 

50.  If  the  boundaries  were  extended  the  same  prin- 
ciple would  apply? — Yes. 

51.  Is  the  sewer  rate  payable  in  full  on  the  agricul- 
tural land? — Yes. 

51.  Are  the  municipal  and  poor  law  wards  con- 
terminous ? — No ; the  poor  law  wards  are  larger. 

52.  Within  the  borough  are  the  boundaries  ? — Yes ; 
but  the  poor  law  wards  extend  further. 

53.  Chairman. — How  many  voters  are  there  in 
Barna? — One  hundred  and  ten  parliamentary  ; forty 
in  Ballintample ; and  fifty  in  Curraghmore. 

54.  Does  the  coimty  of  the  city  boundary  follow 
townlands  ? — Yes. 

55.  Mr.  Cotton. — In  the  proposition  to  take  in 
that  area  up  to  the  coimty  of  the  town  boundary,  have 
you  considered  what  would  you  do  with  reference  to 
the  wards — would  you  create  new  wards  or  extend  the 
present  ones  ? — I would  extend  the  present  ones,  to 
save  any  confusion. 

56.  Mr.  Robinson. — They  would  be  the  same  so 
far  as  the  electoral  division  of  Galway  is  concerned ; 
but  would  you  extend  them  beyond  that  electoral 
division  into  others  ? — I don’t  see  any  difficulty.  At 
the  present  moment  they  are  not  what  you  can  call 
conterminous  ; and,  if  we  take  in  the  entire  coimty  of 
the  town,  it  would  be  only  fair  and  right  to  the  rate- 
payers who  pay  the  rates  that  they  should  have  some 
representation  here  at  the  board. 

57.  But,  if  you  did  not  give  those  outside  an  inde- 
pendent ward,  would  not  the  voters  in  the  present 
wards  swamp  them? — Well,  yes,  that  might  be 
so. 

58.  Chairman. — What  is  the  difference  in  the 
valuation  of  the  electoral  division  boundary  and  the 
municipal? — The  electoral  division  exceeds  the  mu- 
nicipal by  £2,554  17 s. 

59.  If  you  extend  West  ward  by  adding  to  it  all  the 
county  of  the  town  that  lies  to  the  west  of  it,  the 
number  of  voters  in  that  country  district  would  be 
small  compared  with  those  residing  in  West  ward? — 
Yes. 

60.  Would  that  give  any  representation  to  out- 
siders ? — Yery  slight. 

61.  It  would  not  give  them  anything  like  the  same 
as  they  would  have  if  you  gave  them  an  independent 
ward  ? — You  would  then,  likely,  give  them  too  much 


power.  My  view  would  be  to  have  the  four  wards,  c.xlwxy. 
and  extend  them  wherever  you  extend  the  boundary.  July  s,  ists. 

62.  How  would  it  interfere  with  the  “ ring,”  if  you  Mr  Tohn 
left  out  the  portions  of  Ballintample  and  Curragli-  Redi'njjton. 
brown?— And  merely  took  in  the  electoral  division  of 
Galway  ? 

63.  Yes,  and  the  entire  of  Barna  electoral  division 
— could  you  show  us  on  the  map  how  that  would 
run  ? — 

[Witness  marked  on  the  map  the  line  indicated  bv 
the  Chairman.] 

Witness. — If  you  draw  the  line  the  way  you  wish 
to  draw  it,  you  only  take  off  £1,600  of  the  valuation 
of  the  entire  county  of  the  town. 

64.  If  we  did  that,  adopting  the  Galway  electoral 
division  and  the  Barna  electoral  division,  you  could 
have  a separate  ward  for  Barna  ? — Yes,  but  you  should 
then  extend  the  other  wards  on  the  other  side. 

65.  Yes,  you  could  throw  in  whatever  portion  of 
Galway  electoral  division  runs  round  the  city  wards, 
making  in  that  way  the  poor  law  and  city  wards  con- 
terminous, and  leaving  Barna  as  a separate  ward  to 
itself? — That  is  very  feasible. 

66.  What  is  the  number  of  the  Town  Council  ? — 
Twenty-fom-,  that  is,  six  for  each  ward. 

67.  Would  you  propose  to  increase  the  number  ? — I 
think  twenty-four  is  sufficient. 

68.  Then  you  could  do  this.  You  could  have  five 
wards,  and  if  you  increase  the  number  of  municipal 
representatives  to  twenty-five,  it  will  enable  you  to 
have  five  for  each  of  the  existing  wards  and  five  for 
Barna,  and  in  that  way  you  can  give  it  separate  repre- 
sentation ? — Yes. 

69.  The  only  difficulty  then  is  with  reference  to 
Carraghbrown  and  Ballintample,  and  the  proper  thing 
would  be  to  so  arrange  it  that  the  portions  of  Ballin- 
tample and  Carraghbrown  that  might  be  remaining 
outside  the  municipal  boundary  might  be  attached  to 
the  county — no  longer  belonging  to  the  town  ? — Yes, 
that  could  be  done. 

70.  Barna  is  differently  situated — that  is  an  elec- 
toral division — and  there  is  a complete  boundary  that 
can  be  turned  into  a complete  ward.  I am  not  sure 
that  I asked  you  in  general  terms  the  grounds  on 
which  this  extension  of  the  boundary  is  considered 
advisable  ? — They  consider  that  the  mode  of  transacting 
the  fiscal  business  in  the  borough  and  count}-  of  the 
town  is  imperfect  and  anomalous,  as  there  are  at  pre- 
sent two  sets  of  officers  employed  in  discharging  tho'se 
duties,  one  of  which  would  suffice,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners are  favourable  to  an  extension,  and  have  sent  a 
memorial  to  the  Local  Government  Board  praying  for 
it,  because  of  the  advantages  of  having  uniform  fiscal 
administration,  which  would  eventually  diminish  con- 
siderably the  cost  of  establishment  charges,  and  like- 
wise more  equitably  divide  the  cost  of  maintenance  of 
roads  between  landlord  and  tenant  in  the  portion  of  the 
county  of  the  town  not  included  in  the  municipal 
boundary. 

71.  What  would  you  say  to  this  proposition — that 
the  borough  of  Galway  he  extended  to  the  electoral 
division,  and  that  all  outside  that  belong  to  the  county 
of  Galway,  and  no  longer  to  the  coimty  of  the  town  of 
Galway?— I know  there  would  be  a strong  objection 
to  that.  In  the  first  place  we  have  two  members  of 
Parliament,  and  if  you  go  and  lessen  the  number  of 
voters  we  have,  we  will  likely  lose  by-and-by  one  of 
our  members. 

72.  Mr.  Cotton. — There  can  be  no  difficulty  about 
that— in  leaving  the  old  boundaiy  as  regards  voters. 

73.  Chairman.— If  you  look  at  this  map  you  will 
see  there  cannot  be  many  voters  in  Carraghbrown. 

74.  Witness. — It  would  be  detrimental  to  us  to  take 
away  portion  of  the  county  of  the  town,  and  throw 
it  into  the  county. 

75.  The  tendency  has  been  to  get  rid  of  counties  of 
cities  as  far  as  I can  see,  and  to  throw  into  the  hands  of 
the  municipal  authorities  as  the  governing  body  the 
management  of  all  the  wards?— There  is  no  doubt  that 
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it  is.  very  objectionable  to  have  the  two  separate  staffs 
of  officers. 

7 6.  It  would  be  desirable  to  have  such  a boundary 
as  that.  There  shoidd  not  be  three  authorities  inside 
the  electoral  division — the  municipal,  then  the  grand 
jury  of  the  county  of  the  town  of  Galway,  and  then  the 
grand  jury  of  the  county.  It  would  be  better  to  have 
it  arranged  as  in  Cork. 

77.  Mr.  Ferdinand,  T.c. — We  have  a large  rural 
population. 

78.  Chairman. — What  arrangement  do  you  make 
as  to  the  supply  of  water  to  remote  districts. 

Mr.  Eedington. — The  people  living,  say,  three 
miles  away  would  be  entitled  to  it,  if  the  property  can 
pay  10  per  cent,  on  the  outlay. 

79.  Mr.  Ferdinand. — We  have  sent  water  out  to 
Salthill. 

80.  Mr.  Eedington. — The  easiest  plan,  as  it  appears 
to  me,  to  adopt  would  be  to  extend  the  municipal  area 
to  the  Galway  electoral  division,  and  take  in  Bnrna 
electoral  division. 

81.  Mr.  Cotton. — Have  you  the  area  of  the  Barna 
electoral  division! — Well,  the  valuation  is  £2,329. 
You  cannot  get  rid  of  the  three  governing  bodies 
unless  by  throwing  portion  into  the  county. 

82.  What  is  the  special  object  of  taking  hi  Barna  1 
— It  gives  the  Town  Commissioners  a greater  valuation 
for  rating  purposes,  and  it  lessens  the  rate  in  that 
portion,  as  already  shown. 

83.  Chairman. — The  electoral  division  is  bounded 
by  the  shore  and  the  little  town  of  Barna  is  close  to 
the  sea? — Yes. 

84.  Was  there  any  resolution  passed  at  the  meeting 
to  include  the  county  of  the  town? — Yes. 

Mr.  Ferdinand. — Yes,  and  at  the  Grand  Jury. 

85.  Did  the  Commissioners  approve  of  it? — Yes,  at 
an  ordinary  meeting.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Davis, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Gill,  it  was  resolved  that  arrange- 
ment No.  3,  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
was  agreed  to  on  a majority  of  nine  to  two,  and  the 
Chairman  was  authorised,  on  behalf  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, to  give  evidence  before  the  Local  Taxation 
(Ireland)  Committee,  sitting  in  Parliament.  That  was 
on  the  15th  of  June  1876.  Arrangement  No  3,  re- 
ferred to,  was  as  follows : — 

“To  abolish  the  county  of  the  Town  Grand  Jury,  both 
as  to  its  criminal  as  well  as  its  fiscal  jurisdiction,  and  to 
extend  the  four  wards  of  the  present  municipal  area  to  the 
limits  of  the  borough,  or  four-mile  radius  from  the  Church 
of  St.  Nicholas ; and  similarly,  to  extend  the  jurisdiction 
of.  the  Town  Comnussioners  for  all  purposes,  except  the 
criminal  business  forjudges  of  assise,  which  could  be  taken 
up  by  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  with  trifling  if  any 


extra  trouble,  and  with  much  saving  to  the  rn«n. 
the  taraigh.  By  till,, *,  ™S»,1S  t.4So*i  tWS" 
of  the  outer  circle  would  eont.rih»i«  tn  „n  i.  ° ' ^payers 


•Jle  would  contribute  to'ai’l  Wourt1’.^ 
tne  rateaoic  valuation  of  which  is  £32,686— bv  cost  nf 
tenance  of  roads  £1.700;  imperative  presentments  Jo  2m' 
sewerage  work,  £300 ; annual  charge,  total,  £4  200  tv: 
£4,200  on  the  valuation  would  be  equivalent  at  present  m 
a rate  of  about  2s.  8 d.  in  the  pound  Vor  all  purSTtS 
would  ta  reduced  on  the  Mling-it,  of  the  sutouu'mS 
allowances,  consequent  on  the  abolition  of  the  Grand  T„ 
officers,  namely  about  £330,  equivalent  to  a rate  of  2 id? 
tho  pound.  There  would  then  be  a road  rate  at  l/ 1 JD 
imperative  presentment  rate,  Is.  2/1. ; sewenwe  rate  au! 
or  about  2s.  S.\d. ; for  the  whole  year  for  all  purposes-.* 
considerable  reduction  on  present  rates,  in  which  ratepayers 
of  the  outer  two  miles  would  participate.  Occupiers  would 
under  this  arrangement  be  relieved  of  half  the  rate  as  a 
rating  for  relief  of  poor— a change  which  will  naturally  be 
opposed  by  owners  of  property  who  have  let  their  lands 
without  anticipating  or  taking  into  consideration  the  rents 
at  which  tlicir  lands  arc  let,  such  a radical  alteration  and 
who  may  not,  on  other  grounds  desire  to  see  such  sudden 
and  extended  powers  given  to  the  Commissioners.” 


That  is  the  arrangement  adopted  by  the  Commissioners 
after  discussion. 

86.  Was  there  any  resolution  after  that? Yes-  a 

resolution  passed  by  the  Grand  Jury  hy  sixteenmo 
three.  It  was  on  the  motion  of  Captain  O’Bara 
seconded  by  James  Campbell — 

“Resolved,  that  we  having  before  us  a memorial  of  the 
Town  Commissioners  praying  that  the  town  wards  for  the 
present  municipal  area  be  extended  to  the  county  of  the 
town  of  Galway,  are  of  opinion  that  the  arrangement  pro- 
posed would  prove  a saving  in  expenditure  in  maintenance 
of  the  roads,  and  therefore  meets  our  approval, — it  being 
distinctly  understood  that  the  outer  radius  be  exempted 
from  all  rating  for  waterworks  or  sewerage.” 

And  Sir  Y.  Blake  proposed,  and  Mr.  John  Gill  seconded 
as  an  amendment — 

“That  in  our  opinion  the  outside  radius  ought  to  be 
added  to  the  adjoining  baronies  for  fiscal  purposes.” 

This  amendment  was  rejected. 

87.  Who  is  to  look  after1  the  waterworks  and 
sewerage  in  the  outside  district. 

Mr.  Ferdinand,  t.c. — We  are  after  borrowing 
£8,000  for  a complete  system  of  sewerage.  The  rate 
for  that  was  not  to  extend  to  the  outer  radius. 

88.  At  present  the  outside  district  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  rural  sanitary  authority — the  Poor  Law 
Guardians.  Suppose  it  is  brought  into  the  munici- 
pality, who  is  to  look  after  the  sewerage  of  that  dis- 
trict ? — The  Commissioners  are  willing  to  take  charge 
of  the  sanitary  affairs  in  the  outer  district,  provided 
the  sewerage  rate  is  extended  over  it. 


Mr.  Robert 
Stephens. 


Mr.  Robert  Stephens,  Secretaiy  to  tie  City  Grand  Jury,  examined. 


89.  Chairman. — You  hear,  Mr.  Stephens,  what  tl 
proposition  of  the  Town  Commissioners  is — to  take  i 
the  whole  of  the  county  of  the  town  and  bring  it  into  tl 
7rYeS’,  ovm  opinion  with  regard  to  that 
that  it  would  he  very  unfair  to  charge  the  outer  distri, 
with  sewerage  and  water  rate,  because  they  derive  x 
benefit  whatever  from  one  or  the  other,  and  it  woul 
likely  increase  their  taxation. 

90-.  Eedington  makes  out  that  even  putting  a 
taxation  on  them  you  can  reduce  their  taxation  hv  s 
least  17 d or  18*  in  the  pound  ?-I  know  the  rate  o 
tie  county  of  the  town  of  Galway  at  the  nreser 
moment  is  Is.  7 d.  for  the  half-year.  1 

91.  3s.  6£tf.  he  gives  it  for  the  whole  of  last  yeai 
— Yes,  I dare  say  about  that.  J 

92  Then  he  says  if  you  are  brought  into  the  cit 
that  all  you  would  pay  is  2s.  2d.  1—1  don’t  know  ho 
you  make  out  that. 

93.  He  says  that  for  the  last  year  2s.  bd.  was  tl 
municipal  tax  and  the  county  at  large  charges  wei 
1 °id->  makes  it  3s.  3{d.;  then  he  says  that  yo 
are  paying  3s.  6£d.;  so  there  would  be  a saying  of  3( 


But  he  goes  further  and  says  that  the  whole  thing 
could  be  done  for  less  than  3s.  2 \d.  if  you  had  an 
undivided  authority,  for  you  would  not  have  to  pay 
county  surveyor  and  county  officers’  salaries — all 
could  be  done  by  one  staff.  He  says  the  outside  people 
would  get  advantage  from  this  amalgamation? — No- 
doubt the  outside  tenant  would  be  better  off,  but  the 
landlordwouldhave  to  pay  for  it.  The  occupying  tenant 
in  the  outer  district  would  have  the  taxation  lessened 
by  the  enlargement,  but  the  landlord  would  have  to 
pay  additional  taxation  he  does  not  pay  now.  I am 
speaking  on  the  old  lettings ; as  for  the  new  lettings 
it  does  not  matter,  for  the  landlord  has  the  power  of 
making  his  own  arrangements,  but  in  the  cases  of 
existing  leases  there  would  unquestionably  be  an 
undue  and  unexpected  onus  thrown  on  the  landlords, 
not  existing  at  present. 

94.  One  of  the  things  we  have  to  consider  is  what 
is  called  the  incidence  of  taxation,  and  suppose  any 
portion  of  this  district  was  brought  in,  existing  Con- 
tracts might  he  preserved. 

Witness. — It  is  certainly  strange  to  have  the  Grand 
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Jury  exercising  authority  over  part  of  the  town,  and  the 
Town  Commissioners  exercising  a similar  jurisdiction. 

95.  Mr.  Redington. — That  is  what  we  want  to  do 
away  with. 

96.  What  would  you  say  to  extending  the  municipal 
boundary  to  the  electoral  division — because  the  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  has  expressed  an 
opinion  that  towns  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  made 
coterminous  with  electoral  divisions  ?— I would  say  that 
in  that  case  the  outside  district  should  have  separate 
representation  on  the  municipal  council. 

97.  Mr.  Redington. — I would,  at  all  events,  take  in 
Bama  Electoral  Division,  for  we  don’t  lose  many 
voters  by  doing  that.  The  Town  Commissioner's  are 
anxious  to  extend  the  area,  to  lessen  the  taxation  if 
they  can. 

98.  Chairman. — What  would  be  your  view,  Mr. 

Stephens  ? — I would  be  sorry  to  recommeud  the  curtail- 
ment of  the  county  of  the  town.  What  I would  say 
is  this,  give  to  the  Town  Council  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Grand  Jury  in  fiscal  business 

99.  What  would  you  keep  the  Grand  Jury  for? I 

would  not  keep  them  at  all. 

Mr.  Redington  read  the  proposal  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, described  as  “ Arrangement  No.  3.” 

100.  Chairman. — Is  there  any  reason  you  suggest 
why  the  county  of  the  town  should  be  preserved  at  all? 
— It  is  the  wish  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  the 
town,  that  it  should  be  preserved  as  heretofore. 

101.  But  suppose  we  were  to  propose  the  extension 
suggested  and  approved  of  by  the  Town  Commissioners 
— an  extension  to  the  entire  county  of  the  town, — you 
could  not  keep  up  the  municipal  authority,  then,  that 
of  the  Grand  Jury  of  county  of  the  town — over  one 
and  the  same  area. 

102.  Mr.  Redington. — What  the  Commissioners  wish 
is  to  get  the  extension  as  far  as  the  county  of  the  town, 
and  the  Grand  J ury  would  cease  for  fiscal  purposes. 
Vested  lights  could  be  preserved,  and  eventually  we 
get  the  benefit  of  that. 

103.  Then  you  would  not  want  to  have  the  countv 
of  the  city,  as  in  the  case  of  the  county  of  the  city 
of  Dublin,  which  is  nothing  at  all  except  in  name  ?— 
Yes. 

104.  Mr.  Stephens. — My  idea  was  this : the  Town 
Commissioners  should  have  the  same  jurisdiction  as 
the  Grand  Jury  in  Dublin  have  with  the  justices’  veto 
on  the  presentments,  and  they  should  be  governed  by 
some  laws,  such  as  the  Grand  J ury  laws  at  present. 

105.  Chairman. — In  Cork  the  Recorder  vetoes  them. 

106.  Mr.  Stephens. — I would  like  to.  have  some 
governing  body  over  the  Town  Commissioner's,  so  that 
if  any  one  complained  with  reference  to  any  particular 
presentment  there  would  be  control  over  them. 

107.  Mr.  Redington. — The  only  control  is  the 
auditor. 


of  the  Grand  it  should  1*  „„  the  principle 

adopted  m Cork  or  Dublin. 

112  Mr.  Stephens. — That  certainly  would  be  a very  . 
reasonbale  solution  of  the  question— for  without  that  • 
I would  be  slow  to  recommend  the  functions  of  the 
Urand  Jury  being  handed  over  to  the  Town  Com- 
missioners—for  otherwise  there  would  be  no  check. 

113.  What  would  you  say  to  the  municipal  body 
taking  over  the  management,  and  becoming  the  Urban 
Sanitary  Authority  for  that  district,  looking  after  the 
sewerage,  disinfection,  and  sanitary  arrangements 
generally,  and  bringing  in  the  entire  of  Barna,  Ballin- 
temple,  and  Carrowbawn,  within  the  county  of  the 
town,  would  the  municipal  body  be  capable  of  per- 
forming all  those  duties  1— As  capable  as  the  Grand 
Jury. 

114.  Or  the  rural  guardians? — Yes,  I believe  so, 
with  a proper  and  sufficient  check. 

115.  Mr.  Redington. — They  ought  to  be  able  to  do 
the  work  better,  for  they  meet  more  frequently. 

116.  Mr.  Stephens. — The  only  thing  against  it  is 
that  there  is  no  means  of  compelling  them,  by  contract, 
to  do  the  works — it  is  handed  over  to  their  own 
officers. 

117.  Mr.  Redington. — As  far  as  they  can  they  put 
the  roads  under  contract,  and  the  streets  being  opened 
up  for  sewerage  works,  that  would  be  under  con- 
tract. 

118.  Chairman. — If  this  district  were  brought  in, 
on  what  principle  would  you  say  they  should  not  pay- 
sewerage  rate  ? 

Mr.  Stephens. — Well,  sewerage  is  different  from 
cleansing-sewerage  is  a work  done  for  the  benefit 
of  the  houses  about  the  town,  and  they  would  have  no 
benefit  from  that. 

119.  But  if  you  annex  this  district,  it  would  be 
surely  for  the  advantage  of  the  district  so  annexed,  to 
have  the  town  well  sewered,  and  consequently  in  a 
more  healthy  condition  ? 

120.  Mr.  Redington. — The  same  argument  would 
apply  to  two  miles  beyond. 

121.  Mr.  Stephens. — What  about  the  water — there 
is  a separate  water  rate  for  houses. 

122.  Mr.  Redington. — Only  for  domestic  purposes 
— the  3 d.  rate  is  spread  equally  over  the  entire. 

123.  Mr.  Stephens. — The  sewerage  works  are  for 
domestic  purposes,  and  it  would  be  unfair  to  charge 
the  outer  district  for  a work  now  done,  and  for  which 
they  certainly  have  no  benefit. 

124.  Chairman. — What  would  you  say  to  making 
them  pay  a differential  rate,  one-lialf  or  so,  on  quoad 
sewerage  and  water  ? 

125.  Mr.  Stephens. — I think  that  would  be  more 
just. 

126.  And  divided  between  landlord  and  tenant? — 
Yes. 


107.  Mr  .Stephens. — Yes.  and  the  auditor  cannot  127.  Mr.  Redington. — It  should  not  be  forgotten  that 

go  into  certain  matters  over  which  there  ought  to  • the  parties  inside  pay  more — pay  a larger  proportion 
he  control.  I have  known  cases  before  the  Town  of  tolls  than  those  outside.  There  is  a tax  on  the 
Board  in  which  roads  have  been  disallowed,  and  after-  parties  in  town  if  they  get  goods  from  the  railway,  and 
wards,  without  any  notice  to  individual  members  of  in  fact  they  pay  heavy  tolls,  that  the  persons  outside 
the  Town  Board,  the  contractors  have  been  paid  for  do  not. 

those  roads.  No  such  thing  could  occur  before  the  128.  Chairman. — Yes ; but  these  goods  are  sold 
Grand  Jury.  outside,  and  the  person  who  pays  the  tolls  gets  the 

108.  Chairman. — I understand  you  will  soon  have  benefit  of  it. — I can  understand  that  sewerage  is, 

a cemetery  rate  ? — Yes,  Is.  in  the  pound — there  is  strictly  speaking,  for  the  use  of  the  town,  as  distin- 
power  of  levying  that;  guished  from  other  works — the  sewerage  works  are  no 

109.  Would  you  think  it  right  that  the  people  of  doubt  for  the  use  and  immediate  benefit  of  the  town ; 

Ballintemple,  Barna,  and  Carrowbawn  should  pay  but  the  advantage  of  having  a healthy  - town  well 
that  ? — They  have  to  pay  it ; it  has  been  settled  for  watered,  sewered,  and  scavenged,  is  evident,  and  the 
Carrowbawn,  Ballintemple,  and  Galway.  question  arises,  do  not  those  who  daily  frequent  the 

110.  Does  it  take  in  the  whole  of  Carrowbawn,  town  partake  of  those  advantages  to  such  an  extent, 

Barna,  and  Galway  ? — I know  ft  has  been  already  as  to  make  it  reasonable  that  they  should  be  expected 

settlei  I would  like  to  know  have  you  the  power  to  pay,  not  the  full  rato,  perhaps,  but  a fair  propor- 

of  recommending  that  payments  made  for  roads  tion. 

hitherto  by  the  Grand  Jury  should  be  brought  before  Mr.  Stephens.— Make  him  pay  the  3 d.  rate— there 
the  judge,  and  fiated  by  him  as  in  Dublin.  are  two  rates  you  know — he  should  not  pay  the  domes  - 

111.  The  way  we  could  do  it  is  by  suggesting  that  tic  rate. 

in  any  alteration  of  the  boundary,  and  where  the  129.  Chairman. — Should  he  pay  the  public  water 
Town  Commissioners  were  to  take  over  the  functions  rate  ?— Yes. 
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Galway. 
July  S,  1879. 

Captain 

O’Hara. 


Captain  O’Hara,  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners  examined. 


130.  Chairman. — You  are  in  favour  of  aii  extension 
of  the  boundary? — Yes,  I may  say  that  as  chairman 
I did  not  express  any  opinion.  I only  formed  an 
opinion  that  a change  should  be  made,  as  the  imagin- 
ary line  of  the  boundary  was  unsatisfactory,  and  should 
at  least  be  altered. 

131.  We  may  take  for  granted  that  in  your  opinion 
the  imaginary  line  of  a circle  should  be  altered  1 — Yes. 

132.  The  only  question  then  will  be — whether  to 
restrict  or  enlarge  the  area.  I don't  very  well  see  how 
we  can  restrict  it — or  what  line  you  could  draw  to 
curtail  it.  Therefore  we  must  recommend  an  enlarge- 
ment 1 — Exactly ; the  question  is,  to  what  extent  should 
that  enlargement  be  earned. 

133.  We  would  like  to  have  your  views  on  it? — 
The  best  arrangement  would  be  to  make  the  bound- 
aries coterminous  with  the  electoral  division. 

134.  Do  you  mean  the  electoral  division  of  Galway  ? 
—Yes. 

135.  Do  you  suggest  to  have  everything  within  the 
electoral  division  under  the  control  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners and  every  thing  outside  of  it  under  the  control 
of  the  County  Grand  Jury? — Yes. 

136.  Do  you  think  you  would  get  rid  of  all  diffi- 
culty by  having  the  municipality  of  Galway  the  sole 
managers  of  all  within  the  electoral  division,  and  the 
county  Grand  Jury  of  all  outside  that? — Yes.  . 

1 37.  Would  you  get  rid  of  the  county  of  the  town 
altogether  ? — Yes. 


136.  Mr.  liedlmjton.~Ma.y  I ask  you  Mr  Fvl 
whether  ydii  can  go  into  or  consider  the 
regards  Parliamentary  voters?  • on  as 

q„L”  n0"Atl“AS"We  W“  "0a™e  d°  « Hat 

140.  Captain  O'Hara.-  I think,  on  consider*,, 
and  as  an  arrangment  best  for  all  parties  that  . ’ 
extension  to  the  electoral  division  of  Gahvav  i 
the  best  course  to  adopt.  J <n,W » 

HI.  In  view  of  that,  what  would  yon  suggest  aW 
the  wards.  A t present  we  know  there  are  four  wank 
would  you  add  on  the  additional  district  to  each  wawM 
-Yes  I would.  I would,  so  to  speak,  draw  the  ward 
out  and  extend  them  to  catch  the  electoral  division 

142.  Mr.  Robinson.— In  fact  you  would  make  them 

coterminous  with  the  poor  law  wards  ? Yes.  And  I 

may  add  that  we  would  then  get  a better  elective 
body  for  the  Town  Commissioners,  and  have  every 
prospect  of  having  our  board  represented  by  men  of 
influence ; and  there  would  be  a better  electing  class. 

143  Do  you  think  that  everything  within  the  elec- 
toral division  should  be  brought  in  on  the  same  terms  as 
the  present  municipality  1 — Yes. 

144.  Whereas  if  you  extended  the  boundary  four  or 
live  miles  you  would  have  to  get  into  this  question  of 
differential  rate  1—  Yes;  and  I would  not  be  in  favour 
of  that  at  all.  I think  the  great  thing  would  be  to 
secure  a boundary  coterminous  with  some  other  recog- 
nised boundary ; and  so  I would  extend  the  wards 
outside  to  meet  the  electoral  division. 


Major  Lynclt, 


Major  Lynch,  j.r.,  examined. 


145.  I would  take  the  liberty  of  reading  a letter  I 
wrote  to  Captain  O’Hara: — 

“ Renmore,  14th  February,  1878. 

“ Mr  dear  O’Hara. — I have  carefully  read  over  the 
memorial  to  the  Local  Government  Board  (Ireland),  which 
is  to.  be  considered  by  the  Town  Commissioners  at  their 
meeting  to-day,  and  am  of  opinion  it  would  not  be  for  the 
advantage  of  either  the  owner  or  occupier  of  property  in 
the  county  of  the  town,  that  it  should  bo  placed  1 under  the 
control  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Town  Commissioners.’ 

“I  quite  agree  that  the 'double  staff  of  officers,'  at 
present  employed,  are  expensive  and  unnecessary  • but  I 
consider  that  one  of  these  can  bd  easily  removed,  by  seeking 
to  have  the  county  of  the  town  meraed  into  the  county  an5 
made  portion  of  the  baronies  of  Dunkellin,  Clare  ’ nnd 
Moy cullen.  That  would  at  once  tend  to  relieve  the  cess- 
payers  1 in  the  outer  circle  of  the  excessive  taxation,  of  which 
they  at  present  complain.’ 

“As  a large  occupier  and  ratepayer  in  the  county  of  the 
town,  whom  it  is  sought  to  benefit,  I regret  I must  dissent 
irom  the  memorial  as  at  present  framed,  and  will  be  obliged 
by  your  stating  my  views  to  the  Board.  I am  confined  to 
my  room  by  a severe  cold,  or  would  not  thus  trouble  you. 

• ' “ Very  tolly  yours, 

. “ J.  Wilson  Lynch. 

“ To  Captain  O’Hara,  Chairman 
of  Town  Commissioners,  Galway.” 

14G.  CnAimni._po  yoiisMmy  reason  since  then 
to  change  your  mind? — Ho. 

147.  Would  you  recommend  «i  extension  to  the 
electoral  division  t—Nb ; I would  not  like  to  see  J 
extonsiou  from  what  thehoundaries  are  at  present 
!4S.  Mr  Cotton.— fWoiiid  you  like  to  see  them 
diminished  Yes ; if  possible.  The  taxation  is  i“ 
creasing  oyery  day  through  the  aginey  of  the  present 
Town  Commissioners,  and  it  affects  occupiers  of  whom 
I am  one— mside  and  outside.the  area  to  a considerable 
extent.  This  taxation  will  be  still  further  increased 
by  the  cemetery tj 

Mans  Ml  ’ $edhl9ton-—Th&t  ia  levied  by  the  Guar- 

150.  Major.  Lywh.— Those  owners  outside  the  pre- 
sent jurisdiction  of  the  Town  Commissioners  to  whom 
I have  spoken,  would  decidedly  not  care  to  be  put 


under  that  laxly — they  tax  property  regardless  of 
consequences. 

151.  Mr.  Cotton. — Would  they  object  to  being  put 
into  the  comity  at  large?— No;  I don’t  think  so.  I 
may  mention  that  the  rates  for  1878  for  three  barouies 
were : — for  Clave,  Is.  7 hi.  • Dunkellin,  Is.  i\d.)  and 
Moycullcn  2s.  OJc l.  I was  one  of  those  who  voted  in 
the  minority  at  the  Town  Board,  and  at  the  Grand 
Jury,  against  the  resolution.  I could  give  instances 
in  my  own  case  and  amongst  gentlemen  who  hold  from 
me — of  how  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Town  Commissioners 
is  regarded  and  how  they  dread  the  increasing  taxation 
thrown  on  them. 

152.  Chairman. — Bearing  in  mind  that  we  cannot 
think  of  having  a circle  like  that,  which  now  exists,  as 
the  boundary,  and  having  regard  to  the  difficulty  of 
getting  a.  satisfactory  and  well-defined  boundary,  what 
would  you  say  to  an  increase  to  the  electoral  division 
of  Galway  ? — I would  not  have  it. 

153.  What  alteration  then  would  you  suggest?— 
There  is  a circle  there  of  two  miles  exactly, . . My.veijv 
would  be  at  least  to  se.e  the  Town  Commissioners  shorn 
of  as  much  power  as  possible.  I may  give  an  instance 
of  the  way  they  act.  Sewerage  works,  were. ordered 
by  the  .Lord  Lieiiteuant.  Several  contractors,  were, 
here,  one,  I would  say  without  flattery  second  to  none, 
Mr.  Doherty  gave  an  estimate  and  tender  for  yrhat 
wan  considered,  by  the  two  engineers  we  employed  to 
superintend  these  works,  as  a fair  estimate.  Well 
there  was  another  contractor  who  gave  a lower  estimate, 
but  he  was  not  a man  bearing  the  same  high  position. 
We  tried  hard  indeed,  that  he  should  not  get . that 
contract,  but  the  Town  Commissioners  over-ruled  the 
well  disposed  portion  of  their  body,  and  the  result  was 
that  they  wore  “ let  in  ” for  a contractor  who  offered 
us  securites  which  our  legal  advisers  told  us  were 
valueless.  This  contractor  took  portion  of  the  work, 
did  the  lightest  part,  and  when  it  came  to  the  concrete 
part  of  it  he  threw  it  up,  and  we  are  landed  in  a law 
suit. 

154.  Chairman. — What  was  the  difference  between 
the  two  contracts,  Mr.  Doherty’s  and  the  other?— 

£1,400 1 think. 
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-155.  Mr.  Ferdinand, — It  is  right  to  state  that  there 
was  only  a majority  of  one  against  Mr.  Doherty.  - 

156.  Chairman. — How  much  of  your  property  is 
within  the  two  mile  radius  at  present?— If  the  boundary 
was  extended  to  the  new  area,  I would  be  all  inside, 
at  present  half  is  in  and  half  out.  Those  proprietors 
outside  dread  coming  under  the  Town  Commissioners. 
They  say  that  'salaries  are  doubled  recklessly  and 
regaixlless  of  the  efficiency  of  the  officers.  There  is  a 
lavish  expenditure  prevailing. 

157.  Captain  O’Hara  says  that  if  the  boundary  were 
extended  to  the  present  electoral  division  of  Galway 
you  would  be  likely  to  get  in  a class  of  municipal 
representatives  that  would  improve  the  town.  Now 
suppose  we  felt  it  incumbent  on  us  to  get  rid  of  that 
circular  line,  and  I may  tell  you  wo  would  like  to  get 
some  townland  or  well  defined  boundary  and  not  an 
imaginary  line,  oould  you  suggest  a better? — I would 
decrease  it.  .The  ratepayers  know  the  present  two 
miles  to  a hair.  -It  is  a perfect  boundary  so  far  at 
that  is  concerned.  It  has  been  working,  for  years  in 
Galway.  The  original  boundary  was  one  mile,  and  in 
’53  it  was  increased -to  two  miles. 

158.  How  was  it  defined  originally  ? — By  an  imagin- 
ary line  of  one  mile. 

159.  Was  it  not  under  the  Municipal  Corporation 
Act  of  1840? — No,  a special  Act.-  It  was  one  mile 
up  to  ’53,  and  it  was  only  two  yearn  ago  that  it  was 
pointed  out : we  had  no  right  to  have  the  town  Grand 
Jrny  for  fiscal  purposes,  and  it  was  only  recently  that 
two  miles  have  been  under  the  town  Grand  Jury. 

160.  Suppose  we  felt  obliged  to  go  at  all  outside 
the  present  boundary,  what  would  you  say  to  the 
electoral  division  ? — It,  would  be  a gross  injustice  in 
my  opinion.  The  proposition  is  to  take  in  the  entire 
county  of  the  town. 

161.  As  far- as  the  electoral  division  of  Galway  is 
concerned  if  there  is  to  be  any  extension,  would  not 
that  be  fair  ? — I would  be  sorry  to  see  it  extended,  I 


would  have  it  thrown  into  the  county.  The  salaries 
would  be  all  increased  if  the  eitension  took  place,  and 
? “ ™,15l  b»  ™l*d.  The  county  Grand  Jury  will 
keep  the  expenditme  down  to  a minimum.  They  will 
look  very  sharply  after  their  county  surveyor.  They 
dismissed  one  county  surveyor  under  a sealed  order 
and  they  have  another  now.  ’ 

162.  Bearing  in  mind,  that  according  to  the  express 
opinion  of  the  Select  Committee  municipal  towns 
should  be  made  coterminous  with  electoral  divisions, 
what  objection  would  you  see  to  taking  in  the  electoral 
division  of  Galway  if  there  is  to  be  any  extension  ?— 
I hope  you  won’t  do  it;  I hope  I won't  see  the  day 
when  it  is  done.  J 


163.  Mr.  Ferdinand. — He  has  no  confidence  in  the 
administration  of  the  Town  Commissioners. 

*i  IRMA,K. — 'A?  to  that  we  could  recommend 

tiiat- there  be  a check  upon  them  as  suggested,  if  they 
are  to  be  in  loco  the  Grand  Jury. 

165.  Mr.  Robinson;—  Don’t  you  think  your  pro- 
perty outside  derives  advantage  from  its  proximity  to 
the  town? — Well,  indeed,  as  a matter  of  fact,  I often 
wished  to  be  four  miles  outside.  I can  only  repeat 
that  the  greatest  possible  dissatisfaction  would  arise 
from  giving  an  extended  jurisdiction  to  the  Town 
Commissioners. 

166.  Captain  O'Hara. — I wish  to  say  a word  as  to 
the  Town  Commissioners.  I have  been  Chairman  for 
some  time  and  have  -been  now  for  a great  many  years 
a member  of  the  Town  Board,  and  I regret  to  hear 
the  statements  made  by  a gentleman  in  Major  Lynch’s 
position  about  that  Board.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Board  and  there  are  other  gentlemen  of  his  position  on 
it,  and.  if  they  attended  the  meetings,  it  would  iu  all 
probability  infuse  a better  spirit  into  it.  But  I regret 
to  say,  that  though  I as  Chairman  attend  those  meet- 
ings, Major  Lynch  and  those  other  gentlemen  to  whom 
I allude  do  not  come  there  and  give  me  that  support 
to  which  I am  entitled  as  Chairman. 


Galwav. 
July  8, 1SI9. 
Major  LyiicJi, 


Mi-.  Lewis  L.  Ferdinand,  examined. 


167.  Chairman. — Are  you  a- member  of  the -Town 
Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

168.  What-  is-  -your  view  on  the  question  of  ex- 
tension?— My  view  is  in  favour  of  it.  I-  voted  for  it 
at  the  Grand  Jm-y  and  at  the  meeting  of  the  Town 
Commissioners.  I was  of  opinion  that  the  county!  of 
the  town  should  bo  coterminous  with  the  municipal 
bmwjasy.t  ;I  &puld  .go  in  for  a differential  rating,  I 
would  not  charge  the  persons  oufgide  two.  miles-— tljp 
sewer  rate  or  water  rate.  It  became  a question,  of 
Rebate,  what,  woxil^  b.e.  included  under  the  juris-, 
diction  of  the  burial  board  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
£8,0Q0.for  the  new  cemetery.  It  became  a question 
of  debate. at. fhe.Bqard  pf  Guardians,  what  area  should 
be  included  for  the  purposes  of  taxation.  The  most 
influential  , members , of  the  bqprd  .decided  by  a large 
majority  that  the  electoral  divisions  of  Barna,  Carragh- 
brown,  Ballintample,  and  Galway  should  constitute 
the  district  to  be  taxed  for  the  construction  of  this 
cemetery,  involving  an  expenditure  of  £8,000.  Well 
that  will  continue  the  district,  for  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Order  has  the  effect  of  aii  Act  of  Parliament. 
If  you  do  include  the  portion  of  Ballintample  and 
Carrowbawn,  so  as  to  make  the  burial  board  area  the 
municipal  area,  and  have  uniformity  of  taxation,  it  is 
only  four  miles  and  a half  (Irish)  from  St.  Ni?t0las’s-., 
That  arrangement  agrees  "with  theresolutionof  the  Town 
Commissioners  and  the  county  of  the  town  Grand 
Jury,  and  also  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  limiting 
the  area  of  taxation  for  the  new  burial  board. 

• 169.  Is  that  four  and -a  half  miles  outside  the  present 
boundary? — No.  Mr.  Somerville  tells  me  the  largest 
extent  to  the  limit  of  Carrowbawn  and  Ballintample 
is  only  four  miles  and  a half.  That  is  the  easiest 
solution  of  the  question, 

170.  What  will  the  landlords  say  to  it? — I don’t 
know.  I-  think  they  are  very  well  off.  There  are 


very  good  landlords  there.  If  a certain  district  is 
suitable  for  burial  purposesj  I think  it  ought  to  be 
regarded  as  satisfactory  for  municipal.  Major  Lynch, 
at  the  Board  of  Guardians,  voted  for  these  baronies 
being  included,  and  he  refused,  for  a time,  as  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to  take  a proposition  which 
would  relieve  Barna  from  being  included  in  the  dis- 
trict. 

• U-l . Major  Lynch. — That  is  simply  for  burial 
purposes, 

172.  Chairman. — The  question  is  how  to  give  that 
district  the  benefit  of  sewerage,  and  so  on. 

173.  Mr.  Ferdinand. — They  have  the  benefit  of  it 
— at  least  the  people  within  the  proposed  boundary 
derive  advantages  — considerable  advantages  from 
their  proximity  to  the  town  of  Galway.  The  sewage 
works  may  be  considered  for  the  town  proper,  and 
that  sewerage  rate  only  goes  within  two  miles. 

174.  Would  you  make  them  pay  the  public  water 
rate  ? — That  is  calculated  in  this  way.  If  any  district 
convenient  to  Galway  could  show  there  was  a return 
of  10  per  cent.,  it  could  get  the  supply  the  same  as 
they  do  at  Salthill.  In  my  opinion  the  larger  the 
area  the.  more  important  the  municipality,  and  that  I 
think  is  an  important  consideration  in  this  matter.  I 

..think  tfie  resolution  of  the  Grand  Jury  is  reasonable. 

j.75.  Why  would  you  undertake  the  management 
of  the -roads  there,  and  not  put  these  people  under  the 
liability  of  paying  their  share  of  keeping  up  the  town 
— lighting  and  sewerage  public  and  domestic  waterVate, 
and  so  on? — In  some  towns  that  would  be  right,  here 
there  are  exceptional  tolls  for  lighting  purposes.  The 
water  does  extend  to  where  it  will  pay  10  per  cent. 

176.  Do  not  the  people  outside  derive  material 
advantage  from  having  in  their  proximity,  and  con- 
stantly using  a healthy  town? — Yes,  they  do,  no 
doubt.  A resolution  was  deliberately  passed  by  the 
2 S 2 


Mr.  Lewis  I. 
Ferdinand. 
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Mr.  Lewis  L. 
Ferdinand. 


Grand  Jury,  and  I would  adhere  to  that,  tliat  tlie 
county  of  the  town,  this  ring  or  outside  circle,  should 
be  included  within  the  municipal  area,  and  be  subject 
to  the  Town  Commissioners.  They  adopted  at  that 
time  a resolution  that  these  taxes  should  not  extend 
beyond  the  present  municipal  area.  I would  keep 
faith  to  that. 

177.  Yes,  but  it  would  be  very  simple  to  have  a 
differential  rate  over  that  extended  area? — Well,  as  to 
taxation,  I would  leave  that  to  yourselves. 

178.  Mr.  Kedirigton. — Mr.  Ferdinand  is  aware  that 
if  you  extend  the  rating  to  four  miles  say,  you  lessen 
the  present  taxes  1 

179.  Air.  Ferdinand. — Yes,  yon  confer  a benefit  on 
the  tenant  farmers,  and  that  is  the  object  of  the  legis- 
lature. I am  only  saying  I would  keep  to  what  I 
voted  for.  As  it  appears  to  be  the  instructions  of  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  to  this  Commission  to  have 
the  municipal  and  electoral  boundaries  coterminous, 
I would  recommend  that  the  entire  electoral  divisions 
of  Galway,  Barna,  Carraghbrown,  and  Ballintample, 
should  be  included  within  the  municipal  area.  Already 
the  Barna  electoral  division  is  entirely  within  the 
county  of  the  town.  A portion  of  Carraghbrown  and 
a portion  of  Ballintample  are  also  within  the  Par- 
liamentary borough.  Including  the  entire  of  these 
electoral,  divisions  within  the  municipal  area  would 
slightly  increase  the  boundaries  of  the  Parliamentary 
borough,  and  would  satisfy  the  resolutions  of  the  Town 
Commissioners  and  the  Grand  Jury.  My  suggestion 
as  to  the  extension  of  the  municipal  area  meets  exactly 
the  suggestion  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee.  It 
\s.  ®™1%‘  suggested  that,  as  far  as  possible,  electoral 
divisions  and  municipal  areas  should  be  coterminous, 
as  has  been  explained,  and  my  suggestion  would  have 
the  advantage  of  complying  with  the  resolutions  of 
the  Grand  Jury  and  the  Town  Board.  It  would  be 
an  advantage  to  the  tenantry  in  the  rural  districts,  as 


me  lancuoras  w u nave  to  pay  half  the  Grand  Jurv 
cess,  and  it  would  preserve  for  us  what  we  considS 
very  great  moment— the  importance  of  our  Pali; 
mentor,  borough.  Galway  is  the  seomd 
county  to  Ireland,  an,  it  would  not  matter  rayeS 
to  take  such  a small  slice  of  it  to  ailtl  to  the  cointo 
the  town.  01 


180.  G'hairmax.  That  would  be  uushhur  ft. 
municipal  area  to  a distance  of  sbt  miles  frod  ft 
centre  of  the  town  (-No,  it  would  he  only  extendi® 
the  municipal  area  four  miles,  and  already  it  extend? 
two  miles,  and  includes  a large  rural  population  It 
would  not  matter  much  to  make  a slight  increase',  and 
it  would  add  to  tlie  importance  of  the  rnuniciimlit^ 
The  Town  Council  would  then  be  the  Grand  Jui’ 
and  the  separate  jurisdiction  of  the  borough  for  judicial’ 
and  legal  purposes  would  be  maintained.  I hope  you 
null  adopt  those  suggestions  or  something  similar  as 
it  is  the  only  change  that  fully  and  fairly  would  meet 
the  case,  and  be  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 

1S1.  Mr.  James  Davis,  t.c. — I wish  just  to  say  one 
word  with  reference  to  an  observation  of  Major 
Lynch’s.  I am  sorry  he  is  not  here  now,  but  lie 
charges  the  Town  Commission  era  with  doubling 
salaries,  reckless  expenditure,  and  so  on.  Now  asto 
doubling  tlie  salaries  of  officers  there  is  absolutely  no 
instance  of  that  except  in  the  case  of  the  county  sur- 
veyor. J 


182.  Chairman. — How  much  had  he  when  his 
salary  was  increased?— £50,  and  at  that  time  lie  had 
nothing  to  do  with  looking  after  the  roads.  The 
Grand  Jury  at  that  time  kept  the  roads  in  order,  and 
when  they  were  deprived  of  that  he  got  it  to  do,  and 
his  salary  was  increased. 

183.  What  do  you  say  on  the  general  question  of 
extension?— I would  agree  with  Captain  O’Hara. 

184.  That  is  you  would  be  in  favour  of  adopting  the 
electoral  division  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  Richard 
IT.  Somerville, 


Mr.  Richard  N.  Somerville,  t.c.,  examined. 


1S5.  Chairman. — What  is  your  view  regarding  tin 
extension? — I must  say,  with  reference  to  what  has 
been  said  here  by  Major  Lynch,  that  I don’t  at  al 
agree  with  or  approve  of  what  is  said  by  those  gentle- 
men who  run  down  the  Commissioners.  There  are 
gentlemen  who  attend  constantly  and  carefully  to  the 
aAurs  of  the  town,  and  it  is  hardly  fail-  that  they 
should  be  so  spoken  of  by  gentlemen  who  rarely  attend. 
I may  say  that  no  more  conscientious  men  could  be 
tound  than  those  who  discharge  the  business  of  the 
Commissioners.  They  are  a large  majority  of  the 
Grand  Jury.’  They  came  to  the  resolution  that  it 
ttowM  be  advisable  to  extend  the  area  to  the  county  of 
the  town.  It  was  considered  if  the  limits  were  con- 
tacted within  the  p-eseot  borough  we  would  lose  one 
of  our  members.  We  heard  there  was  to  be  a readjust 
meat  of  the  county  generally.  It  was  then  .greed  by 
the  Town  Board  to  extend  the  area  to  the  chanty  of 
the  town  It  would  considerably  relieve  the  into- 
payers  of  the  county  of  the  town. 


186.  Would  you  make  them  pay  the  same  rate  as 
the  people  in  the  heart  of  the  town  ? — I think  it  was 
suggested  they  should  be  relieved  of  the  sewer  rate, 

' and  I think  something  else  which  would  not  amount 
to  a very  large  sum.  Whatever  tlie  Town  Board 
agreed  to,  I would  adhere  to. 

187.  Would  you  say  that  contiguity  to  the  town 
makes  those  places  more  valuable?  — Yes. 

188.  Mr.  Redington. — And  we  lessen  their  taxation 
by  extending  the  boundary. 

189.  In  no  part  of  Ireland  are  we  asked  to  extend 
the  boundary  more  than  two  miles  or  two  miles  and  a 
half — is  thereanything  exceptional  inthecaseof  Galway 
to’ induce  you  to  say  we  should  go  from  six  to  seven 
miles? — Well,  the  county  of  the  town  now  forms  a 
distinct  body,  and  they  are  charged  with  heavy  ex- 
penses which  they  would  be  ultimately  relieved  of. 

[The  inquiry  terminated.] 


Fethabu 
■Aug.  18,  1879. 


Mr.  M ichael 
Morphy. 


PET  HARD. — AUGUST  18th,  1879. 


1.  What  position  do  yon  hold  in  Pethordl— I 

lown  Clerk. 

'.  How  long  have  you  been  Town  Clerk?— For 


What  "A'cfc  “ t!ie  toWT1 1— -The  9th  Geo  TV., 

tb«  T™eT0U  ever  entertained  any  idea  of  adopting 
tlie  Towns  Improvement  Act,  1854  ? No.  1 ° 

Octob^l^O33  ^ constituted  1— On.  the  27th 


(Before  Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson.) 

Mr.  Michael  Murphy  examined. 

6.  Have  the  boundaries  since  been  altered  or  amend 
in  any  way  ? — No. 

7.  Does  the  boundary  include  whole  townlands 
ies  it  cut  townlands  ? — In  some  instances  it  cuts  the 


does  it  cut  townlands  ? — in  some  instances  it  cuts  then 
. 8-  How  many  townlands  are  wholly  and  how  n an 
in  part  include  ? — It  cuts  Spittalfields,  Moneypark  an 
Fethard. 

9.  But  no  townland  is  wholly  included  ? — No,  excep 
the  Liberties. 

10.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town  ? — -2,106. 
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11.  Did  the  population  in  1871  show  an  increase  on 
the  population  of  1861 ? — No. 

12.  Do  you  anticipate  that  the  population  of  1881 
will  show  an  increase  ? — Yes, 

13.  Can  you  give  me  the  area  of  the  municipal 
boundary  ? — I could  not  define  it,  on  account  of  the 
way  it  cuts. 

14.  Give  me  the  total  valuation! — For  municipal 
purposes,  £1,910. 

15.  Is  the  town  wholly  within  the  Fethard  electoral 
division  ? — Yes. 

16.  Can  you  tell  me  how  far  north  that  electoral 
division  extends  ? — To  Rathduff. 

17.  How  far  is  that? — About  an  English  mile  and  a 
quarter.  The  electoral  division  extends  about  two 
miles,  on  the  north,  from  the  centre  of  the  town ; a 
mile  and  a quarter  on  the  south  ; about  three  miles 
west ; and  a mile  and  a quarter  east. 

18.  Would  the  municipal  boundary,  taking  the  cen- 
tre of  the  town,  give  you  a radius  of  half  a mile  all 
round? — Yes. 

19.  Which  is  the  most  remote  point  of  the  boundary 
on  the  north  ? — The  glebe-house,  which  is  about  half  a 
mile ; on  the  south-west  to  Garinsha  Bridge,  about  the 
same  distance ; to  the  east  it  only  extends  to  the  limits  of 
the  buildings  at  Cramp’s  Bridge ; and  to  the  west  it 
extends  a little  under  a quarter  of  a mile. 

20.  That  is  from  the  main  street? — Yes. 

21.  You  marked  the  boundary  on  the  map  I have 
here? — Yes. 

22.  What  authority  had  you  for  marking  this  bound- 
ary ? — I got  the  information  from  the  old  books.  Tlris 
is  a copy  of  the  resolution  adopted  in  1840,  and  these 
are  the  boundaries  which  exist  now.  (reads  reso- 
lution)— 

“Moved  by  Mr.  Hill  Har.vcy,  seconded  by  Mr.  William 
Hogan,  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  9 Geo  IV.,  Cap  82, 
for  ascertaining  the  limits  and  boundaries  of  said  town  or 
borough  be  extended  as  far  as  Garinsha  Bridge,  on  the 
Clonmel-road ; a pool  of  water  at  Brodeen  on  the  Rcdcity- 
road  to  William  Napier’s  house  on  the  Cashel-road,  to  the 
end  of  Sparagalngh-strect  on  the  Ballylought-road,  to  the 
corner  of  Charles  Ashe's  house  on  the  green,  and  to  the 
remainder  of  the  green  as  far  us  Cramps  Bridge  ; and  from 
die  house  leading  to  Dooling's  kiln,  on  the  valley,  to  Patrick 


Dwyan's  forge,  from  the  bridge  at  the  Watergate  to  the  house  Yetii.ibs. 
of  Richard  Maher’s,  including  Main-street,  Moore-street  and  Aug.  is.  i87s. 
Abbey -street.  Carried  unanimously. " — L 

23.  There  are  no  wards  for  municipal  purposes  ? — Mnxphr. 

No. 

24.  How  many  representatives  have  you? — Thirteen. 

25.  You  have  never  made  any  rates? — No. 

26.  You  have  property  vested  in  you  ? — Yes. 

27.  How  did  you  acquire  it? — We  have  it  for 
hundreds  of  years. 

2S.  What  income  does  it  bring  in? — A bout  £140, 
but  it  varies. 

29-  What  is  the  nature  of  it? — Tolls  and  customs, 
and  houses,  and  lands. 

30.  Tolls  and  customs  in  the  market  house  ? — Yes. 

31.  As  far  as  you  can  see  there  is  no  likelihood  of 
your  ever  being  obliged  to  strike  a municipal  rate  ? — 

No. 

32.  You  have  sufficient  funds  for  all  purposes  ? — 

Yes. 

33.  Are  there  any  improvements  you  are  prevented 
from  carrying  out  through  want  of  funds? — No. 

34.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  the  ques- 
tion of  becoming  the  urban  sanitary  authority  ? — No. 

35.  Is  the  sanitary  work  of  the  town  carried  on  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  ratepayers  and  the  Commissioners  ? 

— Things  are  slowly  done.  If  you  report  a thing  it 
won’t  be  done  for  two  years  afterwards. 

36.  When  these  queries  were  sent  down  were  they 
considered  at  a special  meeting  of  the  Commissioners, 
or  were  they  considered  at  an  ordinary  meeting? — 

There  was  no  meeting  at  all- 

37.  You  answered  the  queries  yourself? — Yes. 

38.  And  they  were  not  submitted  to  the  Board? — 

No.  The  chairman  and  I answered  them. 

39.  And  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Board  no  exten- 
sion is  required? — Yes. 

40.  And  the  principal  reason  that  prompted  you  to 
come  to  that  conclusion  is,  that  if  you  brought  in  'any 
body  they  would  do  getting  all  the  advantage  of  the 
town  propex-ty,  and  be  paying  no  rates  towards  the 
expenditure  ?— Yes. 

41.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  desire  on  the  part  of 
these  outside  to  be  included  in  the  boundary  ? — No. 


Mr.  John  M‘Cartiiy  examined. 


41.  You  are  a Commissioner? — I am. 

42.  And  have  been  for  liow  long? — For  something 
like  twenty-five  years. 

43.  How  long  have  you  been  Chairman  of  the 
board? — I am  not  Chairman  at  present,  but  I have 
been  Chairman  off  and  on  three  times. 

44.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  town  ? — 
Yes. 

45.  And  you  think  under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
under  which  the  town  is  situated  there  would  be 
advantage  derived  from  having  a larger  area  for  taxa- 
tion?— None  whatever.  We  have  £50  a year  to  our 
credit  over  all  our  expenses. 

46.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  electoral  division 
of  Fethard  1 — I am. 

47.  Do  you  know  how  far  it  extends  out  from  the 
town  ? — I do  not,  but  it  goes  a long  way. 

48.  The  Parliamentary  Committee  have  recom- 
mended that,  wherever  it  is  possible,  the  municipal 
and  electoral  division  boundaries  .should  be  made 
coterminous — I suppose  I may  take  it,  that,  in  your 
oppinion,  that  recommendation  would  not  apply  to 
Fethard  ? — It  would  not. 

49.  You  would  be  bringing  in  a .large  arable  district 
and  giving  them  no  advantages?— -No  advantages. 

50.  This  is  a market  town? — No ; we  have  only  the 

monthly  fair.  t 

51.  And  the  people  from  the  entire  of  the  electoral 
division  came  in  and  make  use  of  the  town  for  all 
purposes? — Yes. 


52.  It  is  of  considerable  advantage  to  them  that  the 
town  should  be  well  kept  by  the  Commissioners? — 
Yes. 

53.  But  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  rate  they  would 
have  to  pay  nothing  towards  the  town  expenses  and 
improvements  ? — No. 

54.  And  there  is  no  reason  for  bringing  them  in? — No. 

55.  Would  the  Commissioners  desire  to  have  the 
sanitary  jurisdiction  transferred  to  them  ? — I think  it 
might  be  well,  I am  a guardian  myself. 

56.  Do  you  attend  the  Board  meetings? — I do 

occasionally.  I and  the  sanitary  officer  have  charge 
of  the  pumps  and  other  extra  nuisances  that  have  to 
he  remedied  and  if  the  work  was  under  the  Commis- 
sioners they  would  have  more  power  to  have  it  quickly 
done.  . 

57.  Previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Sanitary  Acts  is 
it  your  opinion  that  the  Commissioners  managed  the 
work  better  themselves  ?— Yes.  But  it  is  a benefit  to 
the  Commissioners  to  have  it  under  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians  because  the  division  has  to  pay  for  the 
repair  of  our  pumps  and  the  cleansing  of  the  streets, 
whereas  if  it  was  otherwise,  and  the  works  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  Commissioners,  we  would  have  to  pay  for 
the  repairs  of  our  pumps,  and  so  on.  In  that  way  it  has 
saved  a good  deal  of  money  to  the  corporation. 

58.  The  rate  when  struck  by  the  Poor  Law  Guar- 
dians is  half  on  the  tenant  and  half  on  the  landlord, 
but  if  any  outside  district  is  brought  into  the  munici- 
pality the  rate  would  fall  entirely  on  the  tenant  ?— Yes. 


Mr.  John 
McCarthy. 
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59.  Would  that  influence  your  opinion  in  any  way  1 
—Yes. 

60.  Do  you  think  the  roads  would  be  better  managed 

by  you  than  by  the  Grand  Jury  ? — -We' have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  roads.  ‘ 1 

■■  61.  But  if  yon  get  a transfer  of  the  powers  from-the 
Grand  Jury,  do  you  think  would  you  manage  the- roads 
better  yourselves  1 — I think  we  would  be'  better  off  as 
we  are. 

62.  It  is  your  opinion  that  the  entire  of  the  adminis- 
tration would  be  better  managed  in  your  own  hands  ? 
— I say  as  far  as  the  roads  are  concerned  it  Would  be 
better  to  leave  it  to  the  Grand  Jury. 

63.  Do  you  think  the  work  would  be  better  done 
under  an  undivided  authority  ? — I think  it  Would  be. 
If  we  had  control  of  the  streets  ourselves  it  would  be 
better,  in  some  parts  they  are  very  badly  attended  to. 
If  we  had  the  power  to  get  the  roads  repaired,  w'e 
'would  have  them  better  done.  However  that  might 
bring  additional  tax  upon  us. 

64.  Do  you  foresee  any  likelihood  of  any  municipal 

rate  being  struck? — No.  


. .65‘  5 the  property  increasing-in  value  ?-I  thint 
lt  is  rather  diminishing-#  am  sorry  to  say  so  k 

60.  Has  it  decreased  to  such  an  extent  that  ; 
future  you  will  be  obliged,' in' order  to  carry  on* 
work  of  the  town;  to  strike  a rate?-No ; because  !' 
have  a .standing  property,  which  We  have  for  cvJ 
worth  £1 20  a year.  Then  we  have  tolls  and  custm!’ 
•which  bring  in  £35  or  £40  a year.  This  income  froj 
the  tolls  and  customs  pays  our  officers  and  the  livhtiiW 
as  well  as  our  town  sergeant.  We  light  our  tovm  ™r°’ 
well  in  the  winter  time.  ■ 

67.  What  is  the  expenditure  of  the  town?— The 
gross  expenditure  was  about  £70  or  £80  a year  • hut 
sometimes  our  expenditure  has  been  more  than  at 
other  times. 

68.  What  is' your -income?— Our  income  is  about 
£140  a year  on  the  average,  and  after  payment  of  the 
collectors’  fees,  the  expense  .of  lighting,  and  all'  the 
other  town  works,  We  generally  have  about  £20  a 
year  to  spare. 

69.  However  I may  take  it  you  are  in  affiuent 
circumstances? — Yes.  - 


Mr.  Laurence  Byrne  examined. 


70.  You  are  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? 

—Yes.  ’ 

71.  And  have  been  since  when  ? — Since  July. 

72.  You  are  a resident  in  Fethard  ?— Yes'  ■ and  have 
been  resident  here  for  sometime. 

73.  Are  you  one  of  the  Commissioners  since  1840? 
— Yes ; and  I became  Chairman  in  July  last.  I was 
once  Chairman  before. 

74.  What  had  the  Commissioners  in  view  when  they 
adopted  the  present  boundary?— I could -not  say. 

75.  They  put  the  matter  into  the  hands  ‘of  the 

surveyor  and  he  defined  the  boundary? Yes. 

76.  Is  the  town  well  lighted? — Yes. 

77.  And  have  you  a good  water  supply? Yes. 

. d->0  people  from  the  adjoining  districts  come 

m here  to  attend  school  ? — Yes.  . 

79.  Does  the  town  in  any  direction  extend  outside 
the  municipal  boundary  ? — No. 

81.  Is  there  a tendency  shown  to  extend  the  town 
more  in  one  dn-ection  than  another? — No. 

tiiere  buildings  going  on  in  any  part  of  the 
town  ? — No. 

83.  The  town  is  at  a stand  still  ?— Yes. 

Yes^Ut  ^°U  has  an  increasing  population  ? 

85i  And,  as -far  as  yon  see,  there  is  no  probability  of 
Uie  Commissioners  being  obliged  to  strike  a rate  ?- 
a rate1  ^ ™ ^ ever  tave  00casi°n  to  strike 

— I am416  7°U  aCquainted  wit)l  electoral  division? 

87  Do  you  coincide  with  the  last  witness  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  adopt  the  electoral  division  as 
the  municipal  boundary  ? — I do. 

pm™  &nda  I™"1  f“'  ““ 

. 89'  And  J°u  ,had  a larger  income-  there  are  no 
improvements  to  which  you  would  specially  apply  it? 
—If  we  had  a larger  income  we  could  make  asood 
many  improvements  in  the  town. 

90.  Has  the  advisability  of  having  a- rate -for  that 
purpose  ever  struck  you  ?-Yes.  I did  say  we  .would 
be  better  if  we  bad  some  provision  for  recreation- 

some  nice  walks,  and  something  in  that  way 

i a -A^  Wei'e  t0  strike  such  a rate  would  it 

je  desirable  to  have  a larger  area  over  which  to  spread 
1 1 — Yes,  ll  we  had  to  strike  it.  1 


92.  Would  you  in  that  event  see  any  objection  to 
including  the  entire  of  the  townlands  of  'Fethard; 
Moneypark,  and  Spittalfields? — I would  include  them 
if  we  had  to  strike,  a rate.1, 

93.  Is  the  to\vn  lit  up  to  the  extreme  limits?— rYes 

94.  With  gas? — No ; parafin. 

95.  Does  it.  give  good  light  7r-Y es ; we  have  twenty- 
seven  lamps. 

■ 96.  You  take  them  down- in  the  summer  time? — 
Yes. 

97.  D6  you'  think1  it  would  be  desirable  tohave  the 
sanitary  jurisdiction  in  your  own  hands  ? — It  would  be 
more  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

98.  You  are  on  the  spot : the  guardians  are  eight 

miles  away? — Yes ; and  if  there  was  a pump  to  be 
repaired  there  is  delay  and  water  is  the  first  thing  we 
should  look  to  for  the  public  good.  Very  often  the 
pumps  are  long  out  of  order  before  we  can  get  them 
done.  Mr.  M’Carthy  is  very  good' and  does  what  he 
can  for  us,  and  but  for  him  there  would  be  more 
delay.  ' , , . 

99.  You  think -these  matters  would  be  more  efficient 
ly  carried  out  by  yourselves  ? — -Yes: 

100.  Do  you  think-  would  -the  roads  be  better 
managed  ? — I don’t  know. 

101.  Do  you  consider  the  Grand  Jury  give 'you 
value  commensurate  with  the  rates  you  pay? — They 
do  j that  is  my  opinion. 

102.  And  bave  they  better  appliaiioes  for  carrying 
out  the  work  than  you  have  yourselves  ? — I think  so. 

103.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  broad  principle-  that 
the  entire  jurisdiction  should  be  vested  in  one  undivided 
authority? — It  is  my  opinion  it  would  be  better  to  have 
the  work  carried  on  under  one  body. 

104.  The  entire  area  of  these  townlands  which  you 
would 'include  is  40  acres 'for  Moneypark,  and  51  acres 
for  Spitalfields,  and  there  is  only  a very  small  portion 
of  these  at  present  in  the-  boundary  ?— Y es  very  small. 

105.  How  many  acres  of  each  of  these  townlands 
are  in  the  town  ? — I think  there  are-  only  about  4. 
There  is  no  house  on  them. 

106;  If  yon  were  to  bring  in  the  entire  of  these  two 
townlands,  and  the  portion  of  Fethard  that  is  outside 
the  town  boundary,  it 'would  give  an  increased  ‘area- 
of  about  250  acres  ? — Yes ; and  if  there  was  any  'ne- 
cessity for  striking  a rate  in  future  that  would  be  the 
increase. 
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Mr.  Murphy,  Town  Clerk,  recalled. 


F«tb.lbd. 


107.  The  poor  rate  in  1874  was  Is.  8 d.  and  the 
county  cess  9fd. ; in  1875  the  poor  rate  was  2s.  6 d. , 
and  the  county  cess  10-^d. ; in  1876  the  poor  rate  was 
2s.  5d;  and  the  county  cess  lid. ; in  1877  the  poor 
rate  was  3s.,  andthecounty  cesslOJd;  and  in  1 87Sthepoor 
rate  was  2s.  2d.,  and  the  county  cess  10£d.  The  poor 
rate  mentioned  is  for  each  year,  but  the  county  cess 
mentioned  is  for  half  a year. 

108.  Of  this  poor  rate  how  much  was  for  sanitary 
purposes — was  there  any  special  rate  I — Yes  ; 5d.  in  the 
pound. 


109.  What  year  was  that  ? — 1 don’t  remember.  It 
is  about  4 years  ago.  It  was  on  account  of  sewers  in 
the  town. 

110.  What  division  was  it  struck  on? — On  the  elec- 
toral division  of  Fethard. 

111.  On  the  entiie  division ? — Yes. 

112.  Was  there  any  other  special  rate?— Yes  ; Id. 

113.  And  that  was  assessed  on  the  entire  electoral 
division  also  ? — Yes. 


Aug.  18, 1879. 
Mr  Murphjrj.- 

"'■|Q 


Mr.  Patrick  Hogan  examined. 


114.  Are  you  a Town  Commissioner? — Yes. 

115.  And  have  been  so  for  sometime? — Only  for 
a short  time. 

116.  Ton  have  heard  the  evidence  of  the  Chairman- 
and  Mr.  M‘ Car  thy  ? — Yes. 

117.  And  you  coincide  with  them  that  there  is  no 
advantage  in  having  the  boundary  extended  much  ? — 
Ido. 

1 18.  If  you  had  an  extended  area  the  land  brought 
in  would  be  entirely  arable  ? — Yes. 

119.  You  think  also  that  the  town  would  be  better 
managed  under . one  • undivided  authority? — I think 
so. 

120.  Would  the  work  the  Grand  Jury  and  the  Poor 
Law  Guardians  now  do  lie  better  managed? — Yes;  I 
think  so. 

121.  Do  you  foresee  any  likelihood  of  there  being 


any  necessity  for  levying  a municipal  rate  ? — I don’t 
think  so. 

122.  At  present  does  the  diminution  in  the,  tolls 
arise  from  the  bad  state  of  the  country?-:— I can’t  say, 
for  I have  only  come  in  as.  a new  Commissioner. 

123.  Mr.  Byrne  (Chairman,  Town  Commissioners) . — 
I think  the  tolls  and  customs  are  paying  as  much  now! 
as  four  or  five  years  ago,  but  they  were  higher  eight 
or  ten  years  ago.  They  are  about  stationary  now. 

124.  Do  you  let  these  tolls  out  ? — Yes ; we  let  them 
yearly. 

125.  Who  is  the  present . lessee  ? — A man  named 
Patrick  Dorney. 

•126.  Do  you  exercise  supervision  over  them  in  any 
way? — The  Commissioners  do ; if  there  is  a complaint 
made  we  see  after  it. 


Mr.  Patrick 
Hogan. 


Mr.  James  Tehan  examined. 


127.  You  are  Receiver  for  the  Town  Commissioners  ? 
— Yes ; and  have  been  for  thirty-one  years. 

128.  I hear  that  you  are  of  opinion  that  if  the 
sanitary  matters  were  transferred  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, there  would  be  no  possibility  of  their  recovering 
rates  for  the  work? — I know  I could  not.  I have 
rate  enough  to  collect  from  the  pauper  class,  and  only 
for  me  it  is  very  little  rates  would  be  got  from  some 
of  them ; but  I have  an  influence  over  them. 


129.  If  the  sanitary  work  was  transferred  to  the 
Commissioners,  you  think  there  would  be  no  advantage 
gained? — We  would  have  no  chance  if  the  sanitary 
work  was  in  our  hands.  Who  have  it  at  present? 
Isn’t  it  the  dispensary? 

• Mr.  Murphy.-— Yes. 

Witness. — Then  let  them  keep  It. 

The  inquiry  closed. 


Mr.  Jamet 
Tehau. 


1.  Chairman. — You  a 
— I am. 

2.  It  is  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  of  1854 
since  the.  8th  of  January,  1862  ? — Yes. 

3.  Were  all  the  clauses  of  the  Act  adopted? — I 

believe  so.  • • 

4.  Were  the  boundaries  fixed  then? — Yes.  That  is 
the  date  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  approval  of.. the 
boundary. 

5.  Has  the  boundary  been  changed  since  ?—  No. 

6.  What  is  the  area  within  the  present  boundary  ? — 
I cannot  give  you  that.  I cannot  tell  the  number  of 
acres  inside  the  boundary,  but  the  valuation  of  land 
inside  the  boundary  is  ,£2,526  5s.  made  up  of  .£206  15s. 
for  the  land  inside  the  boundary,  and  the  rest  for 
buildings. 

■1.  What  is  the  population? — 1,815  according  to  the 
last  census  of  1871. 

8.  Is  it  increasing  or  not? — Well,  I should  say  it 
was  increasing  up  to  the  last  year  or  so,  but  I don’t 
think  it  hasv  been  increasing  since.  Dulness  of  trade 
and  such  things  has  prevented  that. 

9.  There  are  no  wards  here  ? — No. 

10.  How  many  Town  Commissioners  axe  there? — 
nine. 


KEADY.— SEPTEMBER  9th,  1879, 

(Before  Mr.  Exham,  q.c.,  Chairman, 

Mr.  Edward  Quinn  examined.  _ 3[r_  Ed 

the  Town  Clerk  of  Heady  ? 1 1.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  town  of  Heady?  Quina' 

-Heady,  and  Crossmore. 


Keadt 

Sept.  *,  1879- 


12.  The  town  of  Heady  embraces  part&of  five  ..town- 
lands  ? — -Yes.  - Two  in  Crossmore  and  three  in.  Heady. 

13.  I see  your  municipal  rates  for  the  last  five  years 
have  been  up  to  their  maximum?- — Yes,  sir.  — - ...  - 
: 1 4.  • Your  poor  rate  has  been  7d..  in  the  pound  for  the 
last  three  years  and  6d.  in-  the  pound  for  the  . two 
previous'  years  3-W Yes,  with  the  addition  last  year  of  a 
special  water  rate  of  5 d.  added  to  the  fid.  in  Heady  and 
Crossmore  electoral  divisions — at  least  .in.  the  parts 
assessed  for  the  water  tax. 

. 15.  And-your  county  rate  has  been  increasing  very 
much;?— No  sir ; there  was  a little  error  made  in  the 
last  two  years.  In  the  year  1878  it  was  Is.  6 d. ; in 
1877  Is.  6d. ; in  187G  Is.  7 d.;  in  1875  Is.  G£d.;  and 
1874  Is.  6 \d.  These  are  the  correct  figures.  The 
county  cess  for  this  year  1879  is  Is.  8d- — Is.  last 
March  and  8d.  the  July  cess— making  Is.  Sd.—it  was 
twice  increased.  ... 

16.  "When  did  you  get  a water  supply  here  ? — About 
three  or  four  years  ago. 

17.  Because  it  was  last  year  your  first  rate  was 
struck  1— But  then  there  were  a few  years  preparatory 
to  the  getting  of  it. 
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Xzadt.  18.  What  debts  do  you  owe  here? — The  G'ommis- 
Sipt.  9. mo.  sioners  owed  last  year  to  the  Northern  Rank  about 
£35 

Qninn.  20.  I don’t  mean  the  balance  due  to  the  bank,  but 

what  debts  do  the  Commissioners  owe — for  instance, 
you  must  have  borrowed  money  for  the  water  supply  ? 
— We  are  not  the  sanitary  authority.  I wish  we  were, 
for  then  we  would  not  have  water  at  the  price  we  have 
to  pay  for  it. 

21.  Was  there  a meeting  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners to  consider  this  question  of  the  extension  of 
the  boundary  ? — There  was ; and  here  is  a copy  of  the 
Commissioners’  order,  calling  a public  meeting,  which 
was  held  on  the  22nd  of  last  February,  and  here  are 
the  minutes  recorded  in  the  Commissioners’  books  as 
the  result  of  that  meeting. 

22.  Let  me  have  the  resolution  passed  at  that 
meeting.  Was  it  a meeting  numerously  attended  ? — 
There  were  nearly  300  ratepayers  present,  who  live  both 
inside  and  outside  the  boundary — parties  threatened 
to  be  affected  both  inside  and  outside  the  boundary. 
At  that  meeting  the  following  resolution  was  unani- 
mously passed : — 

“That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  the  town 
boundary  should  not  be  extended.” 


23.  Are  you  able  to  say  that  the  Commissioners  as 
a body  are  unanimously  of  the  same  opinion  ? — They 
are  unanimously  against  any  extension. 

24.  Within  a mile  of  your  present  boundary  are 
there  any  gentlemen’s  seats,  or  any  houses  of  im- 
portance?— Well,  I should  say  not,  with  the  exception 
of  old  Mi\  Kirk’s  house  and  Mr.  M’Kenna’s  who  is 
represented  here.  This  house  is  in  the  boundary. 
Within  a mile  outside  the  boundary  there  is  no  house, 
I think. 

25.  Are  there  any  small  formers’  houses  within  that 
distance  ? — Yes  ; there  is  an  extension  of  the  Annaville 
Works  outside,  just  at  the  end  of  our  boundary  here. 
There  are  a good  many  small  houses  on  the  land  that 
is  just  outside,  but  not  many  farmhouses. 

26.  What  description  of  houses  are  those  close  on 
the  boundary  ?— Very  good';  built  by  the  late  Mr. 
Kirk.  Some  of  them  very  good  for  labouring  men, 
set  at  about  Is.  Qd.  a week,  and  some  a little  better 
than  that.  They  are  not  within  the  boundary. 

27.  If  they  were  brought  within  the  boundary  would 
they  be  valued  high  enough  to  be  ratepayers  7—1  do 
not  think  there  are  more  than  five  or  six  that  would  get 
a rate.  Something  about  £ 3 10s.  is  the  valuation  of 
most  of  them.  There  are  three  or  four  on  the  other 
side  of  the  road  of  £5  valuation. 


28.  Can  you  say  whether  land  close  to  the  town, 
and  within  a mile  of  the  present  boundary,  is  of 
exceptionally  high  value  on  account  of  its  proximity 
to  the  town  ? — I don’t  think  it  is  here. 


29.  You  don’t  think  it  brings  more  than  a mile 
further  off  1— I should  say  it  would  yield  a little  better 
rent  convenient  to  the  town.  I am  only  judging  that 
from  the  land  in  the  town  and  that  a little  further  out 
but  convenient  to  the  boundary  at  present.  You 
might  get  10g.  an  acre  more  for  land  convenient  to  the 
boundary  than  you  would  if  it  was  further  out.  What 
way  other  land  would  be  affected  I cannot  say. 

30.  Is  there  any,  and  if  so,  what  increase  in  the 
value  of  the  land  for  any  distance  outside  the  present 
boundary,  on  account  of  its  proximity  to  the  town  oi 
Keady— what  would  you  say?— Well,  you  know  it  it 
as  near  it  now  as  it  ever  was,  and  I don’t  think  if  T0U 
were  to  bring  it  into  the  boundary  that  that  would 
increase  its  value  ; it  would,  in  my  opinion,  instead  ol 
increasing  its  value  rather  deteriorate  it. 

31.  But  is  it  to  the  landlord  and  tenant  mow 
valuable  on  account  of  being  so  close  to  the  town- 
taking  the  rent  and  value  of  land  within  a mile  of  the 
town  and  land  two  miles  off? — I don’t  think  it  is 
because  at  the  same  time  they  would  have  to  pav 
higher  rates  than  they  would  in  the  country  I 
don’t  tliink  it  is  a bit  more  valuable. 

32.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  if  it  was  let  to-morrow 


that  it  would  not  bring  more  rent,  being  so  close  t, 
the  town,  than  land  four  or  five  miles  off— taking  tie 
same  quality  of  land  exactly  ?— I cannot  rive  ,,, 
opinion  on  that ; I have  never  considered  it. 

33.  I see  you  are  at  the  maximum  taxation  and 

you  owe  some  money  to  the  bank  1 Yes.  ’ 

34.  The  question  is,  if  the  land  outside  is  a little 
more  valuable,  as  it  appears  to  be  in  all  the  small 
towns  in  Ireland,  whether  the  people  who  use  the  town 
so  much,  and  get  from  the  town  certain  advantages 
should  not  contribute  something  towards  the  taxation 
of  that  town  ? — I think  as  far  as  that  is  concerned 
that  if  they  had  to  pay,  the  Town  Commissioners  could 
not  give  them  any  value  for  the  money  thev  would 
pay ; and  I tliink  it  would  be  unjust  to  them  in  the 
widest  sense.  We  are  only  too  happy  to  see  them 
coming  into  the  town  to  make  use  of  the  market  and 
to  use,  as  they  do  considerably,  the  town  shops.  We 
don’t  want  them  to  go  to  Armagh,  and  as  a proof  of 
that  the  Town  Commissioners  have  reduced  the  rates 
to  10(7  We  are  quite  prepared,  and  only  too  happe- 
ns I said  before,  to  see  them  come  here,  and  we  give 
them  every  accommodation  to  bring  in  their  butter 
and  dispose  of  it  at  our  market.  The  reason  we  were 
at  our  maximum  rate  for  the  last  five  years  is  this  • 
we  spent  within  the  last  five  or  six  years  £549  17s.  1 Id’ 
for  the  flagging  of  the  town.  We  have  flagged  nearly 
nine-tenths  of  the  town,  and  out  of  the  sum  I have 
named  we  received  half  from  the  Grand  Jury, 
£275  19s.,  leaving  the  Commissioners  to  expend  out 
of  the  rates  the  sum  of  £275  15s.,  which  in  six  years 
was  an  average  of  £45  13s.,  which  was  nearly  half  of 
their  income  devoted  to  that  one  purpose  alone.  That 
is  the  cause  of  our  rates  being  so  high,  and  now  that 
we  have  our  debt  reduced,  I don’t  mind  a small  balance 
due  to  the  hank,  the  Town  Commissioners  are  taking 
advantage  of  that  reduction  to  levy  this  year  a 10d. 
rate,  and  by  so  doing  to  aid  those  who  have  been 
unduly  taxed  for  water,  and  to  reduce  our  rates,  so  that 
the  ratepayers  may  meet  the  extraordinary  expenditure 
of  the  water  rate. 

34.  Is  the  letting  value  of  land  near  the  town  more 
than  the  same  quality  of  land  two  or  three  miles  off? 
— Really  there  is  very  little  of  it  let  on  account  of  its 
being  occupied  by  humble  farmers,  and  there  are  very 
few  instances  where  occasions  have  arisen  that  we 
could  see  the  value  of  it.  It  is  nearly  all  occupied  by 
small  farmers  and  people  working  about  the  mills,  and 
as  there  are  only  slight  changes  of  occupancy  from 
year  to  year,  we  have  not  many  chances  of  knowing 
the  value. 

35.  Do  the  people  living  outside  the  town  wish  to  he 
brought  in? — Certainly  not.  The  Town  Commissioners 
and  ratepayers  here  are  anxious  to  pay  for  everything, 
and  to  afford  accommodation  in  markets  and  every- 
thing of  that  sort  out  of  the  rates  under  the  Act,  and 
they  want  no  extra  taxation,  or  taxing  powers  or  extra 
boundary  ; for  they  think  they  have  sufficient  to  look 
after. 

36.  Do  the  people  use  the  markets  here  ? — Yes,  and 
they  pay  the  annual  tolls.  There  is  an  arrangement 
by  which  we  have  the  markets  from  the  representatives 
of  the  late  Mr.  Kirk,  and  we  pay  the  rent  for  them  to  Mr. 
M‘Ke.an,  and  we  let  them  again  to  two  crane-masters 
who  levy  the  tolls  on.  hay,  straw,  and  all  such  things 
as  are  1 iJ.de  to  the  dues,  and  I may  add  that  the 
amount  v o derive  from  our  arrangement  just,  pays'  it- 
self, it  is  neither  an  injury  of  a shilling  to  the  rates, 
nor  a benefit.  It  is  neai'ly  equal ; what  we  get  from 
all  sources  just  pays  Mr.  M‘Kean  his  rent  and  we  have 
not  a margin  of  five  shillings  when  all  is  settled. 

37.  Do  you  light  the  town  with  gas  ? — Yes,  sir. 

38.  Is  that  paid  for  too  1 — Yes,  out  of  our  rate.  We 
get  it  from  the  gas  company. 

39.  Is  there  any  building  going  on  outside  the  town  ? 
— No. ' 

40.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners  authorized  you 
^ their  Town  Clerk  to  express  their  unanimous 
opinion  as  you  have  done? — Yes,  they  are  all  of 
opinion  that  an  extension  would  be  undesirable — 
unanimously  so. 
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Mi\  William  M'Kean  examined. 


40.  Yon  are  the  agent  on  tlie  Keady  estate  ? — I am. 
The  Keady  estate  extends  from  three  and  a half  to 
five  miles  round  the  town. 

41.  Are  the  Kirk  family  owners  of  the  whole  town  ? 
—Yes,  and  they  hold  it  under  Trinity  College ; and  it 
is  all  set,  or  very  nearly  all,  in  grants  of  perpetuity. 

42.  Is  the  land  immediately  outside  the  present 
boundary  set  in  the  same  way  ? — Yes.  There  are  only 
two  farms,  I think,  two  in  Drumhannion,  which  is  be- 
yond an  Irish  mile  away,  that  are  not  grants. 

43.  Speaking  for  the  owners  of  the  estate,  do  you 
think  there  would  lie  any  advantage  to  the  town  or  the 
people  outside  by  having  the  boundaries  extended  1 — I 
don’t  think  there  would,  and  I don’t  think  that  any- 
one wishes  for  it. 

44.  Is  there,  in  your  opinion,  any  special  value  in 
the  land  within  a mile  of  the  town  as  contradistin- 
guished from  land  two  and  three  miles  away  ? — To  be 
sure,  all  land  near  towns  is  more  valuable  than  that 
further  off.  The  nearer  the  boundary  so  much  the 
better;  but  by  increasing  the  boundary  that  would  not 
increase  the  value  of  it. 

45.  It  would  not  increase  the  value  of  it,  it  is  true, 
but  the  thing  is  whether  land  rendered  more  valuable 
from  being  close  to  the  town  should  not  pay  something 
towards  keeping  the  town  np,  that  is  the  principle  on 
which  it  is  sought  in  all  the  towns  to  have  an  exten- 
sion?— If  the  extension  had  been  made  before  the 
water-rate  was  struck,  it  would  have  been  far  better 
for  all  parties,  but  those  five  townlands  are  all  very ' 
long,  and  there  are  people  living  nearly  two  miles  up 
who  pay  water  rate,  but  get  no  advantage  from  it  in 
the  slightest  degree. 

46.  Is  everyone  within  a certain  distance  of  the 
boundary  of  the  town  made  to  pay  for  the  water '! — 
Yes ; because  those  five  townlands  are  obliged  to  pay  ; 
but  they  are  all  stripes  and  run  long  distances. 


47.  I have  nothing  to  say  to  that,  however.  The 
principle  is  stated  in  most  towns,  as  far  as  we  can 
ascertain  it  to  bo,  that  if  lands  are  close  to  a town  and 
derive  benefit,  or  are  made  more  valuable  from  their 
proximity  to  the  town,  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
that  land  should  contribute  something  to  the  expenses 
of  the  town,  because  where  the  land  is  made  more 
valuable  by  having  the  town  as  a market,  and  where 
the  occupiers  send  in  their  produce  daily  through  the 
streets  and  roads  of  the  town,  the  ratepayers  of  the 
town  have  a claim  on  them  to  contribute  towards 
the  rates? — Well,  yes,  but  the  increase  would  be  very 
little  on  the  land.  They  now  only  pay  one-fourth. 

48.  Under  the  62nd  section  of  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act,  arable  land  is  only  rated  at  one-fourth, 
and  these  lands,  if  they  were  brought  in,  would  only 
pay  according  as  the  law  stands  at  present,  one-fourth 
on  the  valuation  towards  the  town  rate.  Then  the 
proposition  is,  that  that  again  should  be  divided — half 
being  put  on  the  landlord  and  half  on  the  tenant, 
because  the  former  gets  a higher  rent  from  the  land 
on  account  of  its  proximity  to  the  town,  and  the  tenant, 
in  respect  of  his  occupation  of  the  land,  gets  the  use  of 
the  streets  and  roods  of  the  town,  so  that  you  see  if 
the  maximum  rate  was  Is.  on  the  town,  then  it  would 
be  3 d.  on  the  land,  and  half  of  that  would  come  from 
the  tenant,  and  half  from  the  landlord.  It  would  be 
very  little  on  the  parties  taxed,  while  the  town 
would  get  the  benefit,  whatever  it  would  be  of  the 
valuation  of  the  extended  area  of  a mile  round  the 
town  ? — We  didn’t  know  that  it  was  proposed  the 
landlord  would  have  to  pay  half. 

49.  What  would  your  view  be  if  an  extension  was 
carried  out  under  the  circumstances  I have  described  ? 
— If  it  was  done  so  fairly,  and  that  arrangement  car- 
ried out,  it  would  be  very  wise  to  do  so. 

50.  You  think  it  would  be  a wise  thing  to  do  if 
that  was  carried  out? — I think  it  would. 


Keadt. 
Sept.  9, 1819. 

Mr.  William 
M'Kean. 


Mr.  Edward  Quinn,  Town  Clerk,  re-examined. 


51.  Chairman. — Have  the  Commissioners  consi- 
dered the  question  in  the  light  in  which  I have  just 
put  it? — They  have  considered  it  in  the  minutest 
point  of  taxation,  and  they  would  object  to  the  parties 
outside  paying  even  a farthing. 

52.  What  is  their  reason  for  coming  to  that  view  ? 
— They  think  that  if  the  taxation  would  only  he  1 d. 
in  the  pound,  it  would  be  unjust  to  charge  these  men. 
What  would  they  have  to  give  them  as  an  equi- 
valent? 

53.  They  give  them  the  town,  well  flagged,  well  lit, 
and  having  all  the  advantages  of  the  shops  here  while 
the  shopkeepers  are  obliged  to  pay  all  the  taxation  for 
that? — They  have  already  got  that,  and  the  ratepayer's 
are  quite  content  to  give  it  to  them  still.  We  are 
quite  close  to  Armagh,  and  we  want  our  market-house 
lull  of  butter,  oats,  and  so  on,  and  do  not  desire  that 
that  should  be  brought  to  Armagh,  and,  therefore,  we 
don’t  want  them  to  pay  a farthing. 

54.  If  they  were  anxious  to  save  their  carts  and 
horses,  and  to  Bave  themselves  going  into  Armagh, 
and  if  they  got  the  same  prices  for  their  produce  here, 


it  would  go  a long  way  to  make  up  for  the  Id.  or  l|d. 
they  would  have  to  pay  1 — The  Commissioners  not- 
withstanding all  this,  do  not  want  them  to  pay  a 
farthing.  We  will  give  them  the  advantages,  and  we 
hope  that  they  will  avail  themselves  more  of  them. 
We  hope  we  will  have  to  put  down  more  flagging,  and 
that  Mr.  M'Kean,  will  have  to  build  a bigger  market- 
house.  We  think  that  they  are  unduly  taxed  at 
present  for  the  water,  and  we  don’t  want  them  to  pay 
a halfpenny  for  things  that  thoy  do  not  derive  any 
value  from. 

55.  But  that  is  only  for  water  ? — Then  indirectly  it 
is  the  farmers  in  the  county  who  contributed  partly 
in  county-cess  to  flag  the  town  of  Keady.  The  Com- 
missioners only  paid  half,  and  the  Grand  Jury  con- 
tributed the  rest.  I think  the  proximity  of  this  town 
to  Armagh,  would  be  the  means  of  inducing  fanners 
to  take  their  produce  of  butter,  oats,  flax,  pork  and  so 
on  there — and  we  have  a very  large  well  appointed 
pork  market  at  present,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  if 
they  got  good  prices  they  would  go  to  Armagh,  if  they 
had  more  taxation  put  upon  them  here. 


Mr.  Edward 


Dr.  John  Dobbin  examined. 


56.  Chairman. — You  are  a Town  Commissioner  of 
Keady  ? — I am. 

57.  You  know  the  town  and  locality  well? — Yes. 

58.  What  are  your  views  on  the  subject  of  an  ex- 
tension of  the  boundary  for  municipal  purposes? — We 
are  all  opposed  to  any  extension.  The  feeling  of  the 
Town  Commissioners  and  of  the  ratepayers  unan- 
imously is  against  any  extension.  They  are  perfectly 


satisfied  with  the  present  boundary,  and  to  keep  up 
the  town  without  any  contribution  from  anyone  out- 
side. 

59.  Were  you  present  at  the  public  meeting  of  rate- 
payers in  February  last  1 — Yes,  I was  Chairman  of  it. 

60.  Was  that  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  rate- 
payers of  the  place  ? — Yes. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 

2 T 


Dobbin. 
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MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


HOLYWOOD. 
HOV.  2*,  1879. 


HOLYWOOD.— 24th  NOVEMBER,  1S79. 
Before  Mr.  Ex  ham,  q.c,,  and  Mr.  Robinson. 


Austin 

"Watters. 


Mr.  Exham. — We  are  here  to-day  to  inquire  as  to  Commissioners  that  there  should  not  be  any  extend 
whether  any  change  is  desirable  in  the  present  boundary  of  the  municipal  boundary.  However,  I understa°!! 
of  the  municipality  of  Holy  wood.  We  adopted  the  same  that  there  is  now  an  opinion  that  there  should  be  a 

course  here  as  we  did  in  other  places — sent  inquiries  to  alteration,  but  I don’t  know  what  the  proposal  is 'at 

the  Town  Commissioners  to  obtain  their  opinion  as  to  present,  but  we  will  hear  the  Town  Clerk,  and' any  of 
whether  there  should  he  any  alteration.  I find  by  the  the  Commissioners  and  other  parties  who  wish  to  b 

answers  that  it  was  then  the  opinion  of  the  Town  examined  on  the  subject. 

Austin  Watters  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Exham. — Yon  are  the  Town  Clerk  of  Holy- 
wood  ? — I am. 

2.  When  did  the  town  adopt  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act,  and  was  itadopted  then  for  all  the  purposes  ? — 
In  January,  ’65. 

3.  Did  you  adopt  it  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  Act  ? — 
I am  not  in  a position  to  say,  I was  not  Town  Clerk 
then. 

4.  Were  the  boundaries  fixed  then? — Yes. 

5.  Has  there  been  any  change  in  them  since? — 
None. 

6.  Is  the  present  township  all  in  one  electoral  divi- 
sion ? — It  is — the  electoral  division  of  Holywood. 

7.  What  is  the  present  area  ? — 365  acres. 

8.  And  its  valuation  I see  was  in  ’78,  £11,971 — do 
you  know  what  it  was  in  ’79  ? — £11,953  10s.  Some  of 
the  houses  since  1878  have  been  revalued,  that  is  made 
up  of  £11,765  on  houses,  and  £674  on  land. 

9.  How  many  townlandsare  included  in  the  municipal 
boundary? — One. 

10.  Mr.  Robinson. — I think  there  are  portions  of  two, 
Ballykeel  House  is  in  one? — Yes,  there  are  two. 

11.  Mr.  Exham. — The  population  was  in  ’71, 
3,573?— Yes. 

12.  Has  that  population  increased  since  that? — I 
believe  it  has  slightly  increased. 

13.  There  are  not  any  wards  hero  ? — No. 

14.  Has  there  been  much  increase  in  building  withiu 
the  last  few  years?— Not  within  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  but  for  five  or  six  years  before,  there  was. 

15.  Mr.  Robinson.— Was  that  outside  the  municipal 
limits  ? — Outside  the  town. 

16.  Mr.  Exham. — Have  you  struck  a uniform  rate 
since  ’74  of  Is.  ? — Yes. 

17.  What  is  the  water  supply  ?— There  has  been 
nothing  done  about  water,  it  was  in  contemplation  at 
onetime  to  form  water-works  but  it  was  not  carried  out. 

18.  The  electoral  division  of  Holywood  extends 
greatly  beyond  the  present  boundary  ?— Six  or  seven 
miles. 

Mr.  Robinson. — Nothing  of  the  kind,  about  two  miles  ■ 
you  are  thinking  of  the  poor  law  union,  the  electoral 
division  only  extends  two  miles,  it  extends  to  Craigavad 
that  is  not  six  miles,  I think. 

Mr.  James  M'Lean — About  2£  miles. 

Mr.  Robinson. — At  the  southern  portion  of  it. 

. V*;  ^r"  ExHAM- — What  is  the  area  of  the  electoral 
division?— 4,936  acres,  2 roeds,  4 perches,  and  the 
valuation  £22,979  10*.  A good  many  buildings  have 
been  erected  in  the  direction  of  Cultra  outside  the 
boundary. 

Mr.  J ames  M'Lean. — In  fact  for  the  past  few  years 
the  building  lias  been  outside,  but  there  is  a good  deal 
of  land  inside  available  for  building. 

20.  Mr.  Exham — There  are  eight  townlands  iu  the 
entire  electoral  division  ? — Yes. 

21.  What  was  the  county  cess? — In  ’75,  Is.  114^  • 

in  ’76,  2s.  j in  ’77,  2s, ; in  ’78,  Is.  lOef.  • and  in  ’7t) 
Is.  10c?.  ’ 

22.  What  were  the  poor  rates  during  the  same 
period  ?— They  have  varied  from  Is.  Id,  to  Is.  5d. : they 
are  Is.  7 d.  this  year. 


23.  Mr.  Robinson.— Did  that  include  any  special  rate 
for  sanitary  purposes  ?—  Yes,  there  was  6d  last  year  for 
a sewerage  rate. 

24.  What  was  the  contributory  district  upon  which 
that  was  assessed  ? — I cannot  say. 

25.  Mr.  Exham. — At  the  time  our  queries  were  sent 
to  the  Commissioners,  did  they  meet  and  consider 
them? — They  did. 

26.  At  that  time  they  were  not  in  favour  of  extending 
the  township  ? — No. 

27.  Has  the  matter  been  reconsidered  by  the  Com- 
missioners ? — It  has,  recently. 

28.  Have  they  come  to  a unanimous  decision  or  a 
decision  by  a majority  ? — They  came  to  a unanimous 
decision,  the  members  present  on  the  occasion  did. 

Mr.  M'Lean. — No  resolution  has  been  passed,  we 
simply  rescinded  the  resolution  previously  passed,  but 
evidently  we  have  changed  our  minds. 

The  Clerk. — There  is  an  official  record  of  it. 

29.  Mr.  Exham. — How  many  members  were  present 
at  that  meeting? — Seven. 

30.  How  many  town  Commissioners  are  there?  — 
Nine. 

Mr.  John  Anderson  (Chairman  Town  Commissioners). 
— There  were  then  two  vacancies. 

Mr.  Janies  M'Lean. — Not  at  the  time  the  first  resolu- 
tion was  passed. 

Mr.  Anderson. — No,  but  at  tbe  last  meeting. 

The  Clerk. — There  were  six  members  present. 

31.  Mr.  Exham. — What  was  the  change  approved 
by  the  Commissioners  then  ? — Tboy  determined  then  to 
extend  the  boundary  considerably  over  what  it  is  aud 
had  it  laid,  down  on  the  Ordnance  map  according  to  the 
dotted  line  (map  produced) ; a large  portion  of  this  land 
is  available  for  building  purposes,  and  one  or  two 
roads. 

32.  Are  bunding  operations  going  on  ? — I es. 

33.  Do  they  purpose  to  extend  the  advantage  of 
lighting  along  the  public  road  ? — Yes. 

34.  Do  the  Commissioners  purpose  to  get  separated 
from  the  county  ? — That  is,  I think,  a question. 

35.  Do  you  know  if  tbe  feeling  of  the  ratepayers  in 
the  present  township  is  that  there  should  be  an  exten- 
sion ? — There  is  a difference  of  opinion  about  it,  some 
think  yes,  and  some  think  no. 

36.  With  regard  totbc  district  proposed  to  be  brought 
in,  is  there  a feeling  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants 
against  being  brought  iti  ? — Nothing  beyond  a remark, 
some  say  they  ought  not  and  appear  to  feel  it  much. 

37.  Did  tho  Commissioners  in  recommending  that 
this  district  should  be  brought  in,  consider  whether  it 
should  bo  brought  in  on  differential  terms  over  the 
extended  district? — No,  they  simply  intend  to  ask  the 
extension  now,  and  as  the  district  improved  to  take  it 
in  by  degrees,  the  resolution  is  to  give  them  power  to 
take  it  in  afterwards. 

38.  Mr.  Robinson. — Can  you  tell  me  the  increased 
revenue  to  the  town  funds  if  this  extension  was 
granted  ? — I can  not,  the  Chairman  will. 

39.  Do  you  know  what  the  valuation  or  area  is  ? — I 
do  not,  I have  no  means  of  knowing  these  things- 
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40.  Mr.  Exham. — You  are  Chairman  of  the  Town 
Commissioner  ? — I am,  and  I have  been  Chairman 
continuously  for  over  twelve  years,  and  I was  a Commis- 
sioner previously  for  several  years. 

41.  The  town  adopted  the  Towns  Improvement  Act 
in  1864? — It  did,  having  been  previously  under  the 
9th  George  IV.,  and  I was  Chairman  under  the  old  Act 
as  well  as  now. 

42.  We  will  bo  glad  now  to  hear  your  views. — One 
of  the  questions  you  asked  was,  did  we  adopt  the  Act 
in  its  entirety  in  ’64,  the  answer  to  that  is,  yes,  we  did. 
As  to  the  contributory  district  the  Clerk  could  not  tell 
you.  The  two  townlands  that  are  now  partially 
included  are  Ballykeel  and  Holywood.  Last  year  was 
not  the  first  year  they  levied  the  sewerage  rate  on  that 
district,  there  was  a sixpenny  rate  for  two  years. 
There  was  an  attempt  made  to  get  water-works  by  the 
Guardians,  the  Commissioners  previously  having  gone 
a large  length  in  securing  ground  water  rights,  and  so 
on.  The  Health  Act  of  ’74  transferred  the  power  to 
the  Board  of  Guardians.  Since  then  nothing  has  been 
done,  except  one  expenditure  of  a large  sum  of  money, 
perhaps  £ 1,500  or  .£1, COO,  without  anything  to  show 
for  it,  by  the  Guardians.  Ou  this  map  tho  red  lines 
give  the  present  boundary,  the  lines  blue  and  green 
give  what  is  proposed  to  be  added  to  it. 

43.  Is  that  the  present  proposal? — Yes.  The  blue 
line  here  indicates  what  will  be  taken  in  at  once  and 
get  full  benefits,  and  this  (pointed  out)  it  is  proposed  to 
take  in  and  put  under  a small  differential  rate,  perhaps 
a third  or  a fourth.  I have  written  out  a description 
of  the  ground  proposed  to  be  taken  in,  which  I will 
just  read  to  you. 

Mr.  Exitam. — If  you  hand  it  to  the  shorthand  writer 
he  will  take  it  down  ou  his  notes. 

The  description  was  then  handed  in  and  was  as 
follows  : — Proposed  boundary  of  the  town  of  Holy  wood 
(county  Down)  by  the  Town  Commissioners. — On  the 
North — the  sea  at  high  water-mark,  from  a point  on  the 
Railway  Embankment  at  western  extremity  of  the 
Kiunegar  to  a point  on  the  sea  wall  in  Dal  lye  ultra, 
opposite  the  western  side  of  tho  road  forming  the 
eastern  boundary  of  Mrs.  Heron’s  grounds  at  Rosavo, 
including  all  piers,  landing  stages,  bathing  places,  wash- 
houses, or  erections,  that  arc  or  may  be  made  on  the 
foreshore  abutting  on  or  leading  to  or  from  the  beach. 

On  the  East  : — The  western  side  of  said  road,  and 
of  the  eastern  circular  Cultra-road  and  its  continuation 
past  the  Cultra  Railway  Station  and  over  the  railway  to 
the  Holywood  and  Bangor  county-road. 

On  the  South  The  northern  side  of  said  county- 
road  to  a point  opposite  tho  western  side  of  the  Cultra 
county-road,  again,  on  the  east,  along  the  western  side 
of  last-mentioned  county- road  to  a point  opposite  the 
northern  side  of  tho  road  leading  to  William  Ferguson’s 
house  in  Ballymenoch,  again,  on  the  south,  right  across 
to  and  along  the  northern  side  of  last-mentioned  road 
and  the  couuty-road  in  continuation  from  Newtownards 
to  Holywood,  then,  right  across  said  connty-road  and 
across  by  fence  part  of  Ballymenoch  and  Ballykeel 
lands  to  the  Ballykeel  stream,  then  down  same  till  it 
meets  the  present  southern  boundary  of  the  town,  the 
present  southern  boundary  to  be  continued  the 
boundary,  and  to  be  extended  skirting  the  wood  till  it 
meets  the  drive  to  Captain  Harrison’s  house,  Ardtulla. 

Ou  the  W est : — Down  the  eastern  side  of  said  drive 
and  the  eastern  side  of  the  county-road  in  continuation 
and  right  across  the  Belfast  and  Holywood-road  and 
the  Railway  Embankment,  and  lastly  on  the  south  along 
the  northern  side  of  said  Railway  Embankment  till  it 
meets  the  first-aientioned  point  at  or  opposite  the 
western  extremity  of  the  Rinnegar  at  highwater-mark 
as  shown  on  accompanying  map,  coloured  red,  blue, 
and  green. 

44.  Mr.  Robinson — Is  there  any  special  reason  for 
going  out  of  the  electoral  division  at  Mrs.  Ireland’s 
house,  the  Select  Committee  say  it  is  uudesirable  that 
that  should  be  done?  There  is  a county-road  running 
^p  here  and  would  it  not  be  a better  boundary  ? — I 


don’t  think  the  Commissioners  knew  it  was  in  another 
electoral  division. 

45.  Would  there  he  any  objection  to  leave  it  out  ?— 
I think  not. 

Mr.  M'Lcrn. — That  is  a place  likely  to  bo  built 
upon  and  the  people  there  derive  all  the  advantages 
from  the  buildings  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Anderson.— It  was  thought  it  would  niaik  tiie 
division  better;  that  place  that  you  indicate  goes  through 
fields. 

Dr.  Dunlop.— There  is  only  part  of  Oakley  in  Knock- 
nag°ny,  part  of  it  also  is  in  Holywood. 

Captain  Harrison.— It  is  out  of  the  division  alto- 
gether. 

46.  Mr.  Exhaii. — The  Select  Committee  are  of 
opinion  that  towns  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  be  in  one 
electoral  division.  It  is  very  little  matter  about  ex- 
cluding this  other  portion  when  without  it  you  have 
the  electoral  division,  unless  there  is  some  good  reason 
for  bringing  it  in. 

Mr.  Anderson. — There  is  a large  house  there  which 
derives  all  tlie  advantages  from  the  town,  I think  that 
would  be  reason  sufficient. 

Dr.  Ditnloji — And  the  ground  about  it  is  available 
for  building  ground,  and  is  advertised  as  such,  au.l 
these  people  have  all  tlio  advantages  of  the  town  with- 
out paying  anything  for  it. 

47.  Mr.  Exham. — Does  all  the  rest  of  the  grouud 
that  you  recommend  to  be  brought  in  within  that  area, 
fairly  come  under  the  head  of  building  ground  or  land 
which  derives  exceptional  benefit  from  its  proximity  to 
the  town,  so  that  it  should  pay  some  portion  of  the 
burdens  of  it  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  opinion  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  my  opinion  too.  They  have  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  town  since  they  have  the  use  of  the 
Town  Hall  here  and  the  large  room  above  it,  the  pass- 
ings and  repassings  of  the  trains,  the  Petty  Sessions 
Court  for  the  district,  and  library  and  newsroom,  and, 
as  you  will  see,  the  school-house  there. 

48.  Practically  they  have  the  same  advantages  as 
the  people  of  the  town  ? — They  have,  the  scholars  come 
from  all  round  to  the  school,  even  the  Gas  Company 
supplies  gas  considerably  below  the  point  that  we 
suggest  to  be  taken  in. 

49.  Independently  of  that,  is  the  ground  marked  out 
at  present  for  building  ground  ?— Yes,  a great  deal  of  it, 
and  lias  been  advertised  as  such.  Cultra  and  Bally- 
menoch — some  of  it  has  been  laid  out  in  roads  and  I 
don’t  know  anything  that  Holywood  has  suffered  from 
so  much  as  want  of  supervision  in  its  earlier  days,  from 
want  of  care  and  sanitary  arrangements. 

50.  Are  there  public  sewers  through  Holywood  ?— 
Yes,  through  the  streets.  There  has  been  £1,700 
expended  upon  it,  and  there  is  not  a better  sewererl 
town  in  the  three  kingdoms,  bat  I spoke  of  the  systems 
acted  on  originally. 

51.  Have  the  houses  within  one  hundred  feet  of  these 
public  sewers  made  connecting  drains  with  the  sewers  ? 
— No.  I speak  now  of  the  part  along  the  streams.  I 
am  speaking  of  how  Holywood  suffered  before  being 
brought  under  control  and  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with 
it  now,  so  that  I think  there  ought  to  be  supervision 
about  and  over  this  part  proposed  to  be  taken  in,  for 
there  is  a want  of  supervision,  and  this  Act  gives  us 
power. 

52.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  propose  to  bring  in.  a 
quantity  of  arable  land. 

53.  Witness. — This  place  is  a market  for  a good  deal 
of  their  produce,  and  butter  and  those  sort  of  things, 
and  they  take  out  manure,  and  they  have  labourers  and 
gardeners  living,  here  who  go  out  to  them — these  are 
all  advantages. 

54.  Do  the  people  who  keep  arable  land  close  to  the 
town,  supply  the  town  with  milk,  butter,  vegetables, 
&o.  ? — Yes. 

55.  Mr.  Exham. — Does  the  landlord  get  an  increased 
rent  for  this  land  from  its  proximity  to  the  town  ? — 
Certainly. 

56.  Is  there  any  of  it  laid  out  in  private  roads  ? — 
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HoLru-ooD.  There  is,  a good  deal  of  it,  and  some  of  it  is  advertised 

Nov.  24, 1879.  for  building. 

Mr  John  Dr.  Dunlop. — Wliattlie  Commissioner  wants  to  know 

Anderson.  is — >s  the  proposed  portion  sought  to  be  taken  in 

arable  or  building  land,  I say  it  is  all  building  ground 
or  will  be  building  ground  within  a limited  period,  the 
only  portion  that  is  not  available  is  Ballymenoch,  and 
that  is  depending  upon  a life  that  is  now  76. 

Captain  Harrison.  — No,  no. 

56.  Mr.  Exham. — What  is  your  idea  about  the  tax- 
ation of  this  district,  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act 
any  land  that  is  arable  land  only  pays  one-fourth,  while 
houses  and  buildings  pay  the  full  rate — is  it  your  idea 
that  that  should  be  the  case  here? — It  is  the  opinion  of 
the  Commissioners  that  there  should  be  a smaller  rate 
put  on  the  part  that  does  not  receive  full  benefits,  that 
is,  a lesser  rate  than  is  paid  in  the  present  township. 

57.  That  is  going  to  another  matter — do  you  propose 
to  extend  lighting,  watching,  and  scavenging,  over 
the  proposed  area  ? — Not  over  the  full  extent  of  what 
would  be  taken  in. 

58.  Well,  to  the  extent  that  you  propose  to  take  in 
at  present,  would  you  propose  to  make  them  pay  the 
same  rate  as  similarly  circumstanced  property  in  the 
township  pays? — .Yes. 

59.  And  the  other  ? — The  opiniou  is  about  one-fourth, 
or  something  more,  until  they  get  the  full  benefits. 

60.  You  must  bear  this  in  mind  that  the  opinion  of 

the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  is,  that 
taxation  should  be  divided  between  landlord  and  tenant. 
Now  this  land  to  be  brought  in  at  present  would  only 
pay  the  fourth  ; if  that  one-fourth  was  divided  between 
landlord  and  tenant,  it  would  be  only  putting  three- 
halfpence  in  the  pound  on  the  tenant,  and  three-half- 
pence on  the  landlord — it  could  hardly  go  below  that. 
The  proposal  iu  other  places  is  to  make  the  land  pay 
one-half  what  the  houses  pay  within  the  area,  and 
divide  that  half  on  the  landlords  and  half  on  the  tenauts, 
and  thus  put  the  extra  taxation  on  the  landlords, 
leaving  the  tenants  to  stay  as  they  are,  for  it  is  said  that 
the  landlord  is  really  the  person  who  obtains  the  benefit, 
because  for  his  land  he  gets  double  or  treble  what  he 
would  get  for  the  same  quality  of  land  if  it  were  some 
distance  from  a market  town,  and  that  therefore  he 
should  contribute  towards  keeping  the  market  town  up, 
that  appears  to  be  the  view  also  of  the  Select  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  what  would  your  view  be  ? 

Mr.  Anderson. — We  have  not  gone  into  that. 

Mr.  M ‘Lean. — So  far  as  that  explanation  goes  I think 
it  fair  and  reasonable. 

Mr.  Exhah  suggested  an  improvement  in  the 
boundary  of  the  proposed  extension  by  taking  in  so 
much  of  the  road  as  goes  np  by  the  corner  of  the  wood. 

Gl.  Mr.  Robinson. — Can  you  give  us  any  statistics 
as  to  the  ground  you  propose  to  take  in  ? 

Mr.  Anderson. — It  includes  250  acres  on  the  east,  and 
135  and  185  on  the  west.  There  would  be  added  to 
that  the  distance  between  Cultra  station  and  the  town- 
land  boundary  of  Craigavadand  Ballygr.iiney,  and  also 
the  little  bit  that  would  be  included  to  the  north  of  the 
gate  lodge. 

. 62.  Mr.  Exham — What  is  the  valuation  of  that 
district? 

Mr.  Anderson. — The  portion  on  the  western  side  is 
valued  at  £720— £297  for  the  land,  and  £423  for  the 
houses.  On  the  eastern  side,  Cultra  and  Ballymenoch 
the  valuation  for  houses  is  £2,902,aud  £653  for  land! 
From  that  down  to  thetownlaud  boundary  the  valuation 
of  houses  is  £673,  and  of  land  £77.  There  are  some  of 
these  houses  and  land  taken  down  where  there  is  land 
surrounding  the  houses  and  where  there  is  not  a 
separate  valuation,  or  not  given  separately. 

63.  Did  you  calculate  what  the  increase  to  the  town 
funds  would  be? — Ididnot. 

64.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  advantageous  to 

make  the  new  boundary  the  townland  boundary  above 
Woodside-bridge,  aud  strike  in  to  the  top  of  Bryan’s- 
hill  there  to  meet  the  point  proposed — do  you  think 
that  would  be  desirable  ?— I agree  that  the  boundary 
as  it  is  put  on  the  map  is  an  awkward  one.  J 

65.  To  follow  the  continuation  of  the  northern  side 


of  He  OOKI  to  WoodaiJo-Mge,  and  tUe„  t>t. 
tomdind  boundary  to  the  sea  t_I  think  Ulat 
very  desirable.  u ue 


Dr.  Dunlop.— I think  that  would  beamuch  better 

KeWs  n°  diffiCUltyi"  iKS 

66.  Mr.  Exham.— I would  ask  the  Chairman  this  if 

the  boundary  should  be  extended  and  all  the  land  that 
is  m that,  made  pay  only  half  rates  on  the  valuation 
that  half  to  be  divided  between  landlord  and  tenant 
and  the  houses  to  pay  half  valuation  as  long  as  thev 
were  not  lighted  or  watched,  but  the  moment  they  were 
lighted  and  watched,  then  to  pay  the  full— how  would 
that  do  ?— Certainly  I think  that  would  be  very  fair  anH 
proper.  J 

67.  Mr.  Robeson— Is  there  any  improvement  in  the 
town  of  Holywooel  which  the  Commissioners  are  unable 
to  carry  out  through  want  of  funds  ?— No,  except  water 
works. 


6S.  Mr.  Exham. — At  your  northern  boundary  do 
you  propose  high  or  low  water  mark  at  ordinary 
spring  tides? — High  water  mark.  3 

69.  Would  you  propose  an  extension  to  the  low 
water  tide  for  the  purpose  of  giving  you  control  over 
the  foreshore  for  sanitary  purposes? — We  prefer  the 
high  water  mark  and  leaving  the  rest  to  the  owners, 
whoever  they  may  be,  but  with  the  power  to  tax  all 
piers  or  landing  stages,  or  bathing  machines  extending 
between  high  and  low  water  marks. 

70.  Mr.  Robinson. — I suppose  Holy  wood  derives  its 
support  from  people  living  outside  the  town  who  spend 
money  in  it  1 — Yes,  nearly  all  the  coals  are  supplied 
from  here. 

71.  But  so  far  as  provisions,  and  shopping,  and 
clothing,  Ac.,  for  families  are  concerned  ? — A great  many 
of  them  go  to  Belfast  for  those  things. 

72.  Mr.  A/’Lean.—A.  great  many  of  them. 

Mr.  Anderson. — But  a good  many  purchase  in 
Holywood. 

73.  Mr.  Exiiam.  — Have  you  considered  whether  you 
could  keep  up  the  roads  for  a rate  the  same  as  the  county 
rate? — I have  gone  into  that  question,  aud  I can  give 
you  statistics.  I believe  we  would  save.  I believe  if 
we  bad  the  supervision  of  our  own  roads  there  would 
be  a saving  of  ten-pence  in  the  pound. 

74.  Dr.  Dunlop. — There  is  no  place  in  the  north  of 
Ireland  where  there  are  such  complaints  about  the  state 
of  the  roads.  They  are  a disgrace  to  the  county,  and 
the  County  Surveyor  will  take  no  notice  whatever  of 
the  matter. 

Mr.  Anderson. — It  is  many  years  since  this  matter 
was  before  the  Commissioners,  and  at  that  time  on  their 
request  the  County  Surveyor  in  the  application  sheet 
separated  all  the  county-roads  passing  through  the  town 
from  the  other  roads  in  the  barony,  so  that  the  Com- 
missioners might  becomo  contractors  under  the  Grand 
J ury,  if  so  disposed,  for  the  maintenance  of  their  own 
roads,  so  to  speak,  and  the  Commissioners  afterwards 
acting  as  such  contractors  know  exactly  the  amount 
expended  on  these  roads  by  the  county,  which  they 
could  not  have  known  but  for  this  separation.  . They 
also  see  by  the  grand  warrants  of  the  county  the 
proportion  which  the  town  is  obliged  to  pay  for  county- 
at-large  charges — opposite  these  two  amounts  stands 
the  county  cess  levied  off  the  town.  The  valuation  of 
the  town  ism  round  numbers  £12,000,  whichatls.  11<£> 
being  the  average  county  cess  for  the  last  five  years, 
amounts  to  £1,149,  deduct  from  this  £247,  the  amount 
expended  on  the  roads,  which  I take  from  the  grand 
warrants,  summer  1878,  and  spring  1879,  which  is 
equivalent  to  a rating  of  4 d.  in  the  pound  sterling,  also 
£387,  being  equivalent  to  a further  rating  of  7f d., 
being  the  proportion  of  county-at-large  expenses 
assessed  on  the  town  (the  valuation  of  the  county  being 
£744,218,  and  the  requirements  for  the  summer  of 
1878,  which  I take  from  these  warrants,  is  £13,122,  and 
for  the  spring  of  1879,  £10,217),  these  deductions 
together,  £634,  being  the  entire  amount  actually 
expended  for  the  town  taken  from  £1,149,  the  amount 
of  county  ceas  levied  in  round  numbers  off  the  town, 
leaves  £515  as  the  annual  loss  which  the  town  suffers 
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by  its  connexion  with  the  Grand  J ury  of  the  county.  In 
other  words,  while  a rating  of  Is.  lid.  is  levied  off  the 
town  by  the  Grand  Jury,  a rate  of  llfd.  would  seem 
to  be  sufficient  for  all  purposes,  according  to  their  own 
showing.  Of  course  I alone  am  responsible  for  this 
calculation,  I give  the  figures,  &c. ; here  are  the  docu- 
ments to  speak  for  themselves,  and  1 shall  be  very  glad 
indeed  to  be  set  right,  if  I am  wrong,  and  I now  chal- 
lenge those  who  are  on  the  other  side  to  test  my  accuracy. 

77.  Would  there  not  be  a larger  saving  on  the 
portion  outside  because  there  is  not  so  much  traffic  on 
them  as  on  the  inside  portion  ? — I think  so.  There  is  a 
matter  I want  to  mention — about  the  divided  rate — 
the  divided  rate  won’t  touch  the  roads  at  all.  I 
am  speaking  of  the  sanitary  rate  In  these  small  towns 

of  Ireland  as  long  as  they  remain  under  the  Guardians, 
the  sanitary  rate  is  a divided  rate  the  same  as  the  poor 
rate,  but  if  they  are  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  it  is 
thrown  on  the  tenants  and  occupiers.  There  was  an 
attempt  made  to  set  this  right  when  the  Bill  was  passed, 
hut  the  deputation  were  not  successful  in  getting  it 
accomplished. 

7S.  That  is  the  Public  Health  Act  of  last  year? — Yes; 
the  thing  is  a kind  of  premium  for  small  towns  to 
remain  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  for  they  get 
the  half  rate,  but  the  moment  they  go  out  they  do  not. 
If  you  note  that,  and  help  these  small  towns  to  get' 
this  divided  rate  continued,  it  would  be  a good  matter. 
We  have  got  nearly  all  the  landlords  to  agree  to  treat 
the  sanitary  rate,  when  this  matter  is  transferred  to 
the  Town  Commissioners,  as  though  it  were  a divided 
rate.  This  is  the  agreement  with  the  landlords  to  meet 
this  difficulty  here  (document  handed  in),  consequent 
on  the  transfer  of  Holywood  to  the  Sanitary  Authority. 
Consequent  on, and  to  carry  out  and  show  their  idea,  they 
came  to  this  agreement — “As  the  rates  leviable  by  the 
Poor  Law  Guardians  for  sanitary  purposes  are  payable 
with  and  form  part  of  the  poor  rate,  and  as  the  tenants 
paying  the  same  have  the  right  to  take  a portion  of 
the  same  from  their  landlord  out  of  ihe  amount  payable 
to  such  landlords,  we,  the  undersigned  landlords, 
believing  that  if  the  Sanitary  Authority  is  transferred 
to  the  Town  Commissioners  of  Holywood  there  will  be  a 
saving  to  the  inhabitants, hereby  agree,  if  such  transfer  to 
the  Local  Authority  take  place  to  allow  the  proportion’of 
such  sum  as  if  it  had  been  leviable  as  poor  rate."  That 
is  signed  by  48  landlords.  Mr.  Harrison  also  wrote  to 
the  following  effect : — “ If  Holywood  is  made  an  Urban 
Sanitary  Authority  I am  willing  to  pay  my  pioportion 
of  the  sanitary  rate,  same  as  I now  do  under  the  Belfast 
Board  of  Guardians,  on  condition  that  the  majority  of 
the  other  landlords  holding  property  in  Holywood  do 
the  same.  J.  Harrison.” 

Mr.  Anderson  continued — This  may  help  to  get  it 
done.  Nearly  everyone  we  asked  of  any  importance 
agreed  with  ns.  Perhaps  you  would  think  it  of 
importance  to  note  what  we  propose  here,  we  suggested 
it  to  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach,  but  he  had  objections 
to  creating  a new  Taxing  Board,  their  policy,  he  said, 
was  to  lessen  them  in  number.  There  is  another 
matter  which  1 wish  to  mention,  the  population  of 
Holywood  was  3,746. 

79.  Is  that  a rising  population  ? — It  has  not  increased 
much  since  1871,  but  there  are  554  electors  and^  the 
most  of  these,  more  than  half  of  them,  occupy  houses 
between  £4  and  £10,  and  some  of  ns,  and  I myself, 
have  an  idea  that  the  voting  should  be  on  the  same 
principle  as  for  the  Poor  Law  Guardians. 

Mr.  Exham. — We  will  take  down  that  as  a sug- 
gestion from  you.  That  is  one  of  the  things,  however, 
which  were  considered  by  the  Select  Committee,  and 
with  which  we  have  nothing  to  do.  Have  you  calcu- 
lated what  would  be  the  increase  in  the  constituency 
by  the  extension  you  propose,  about  how  many?— 
It  would  take  in  nearly  100  houses,  that  is  wliat  is 
proposed  without  going  further. 

80.  And  further  taking  in  down  to  the  townland 
boundary  would  add  how  many  more  to  it  ? — Somewhere 
about  seven  or  eight. 

81.  Would  they  be  all  of  the  higher  class  of  valuation  ? 
— They  would. 


S2.  What  distance  will  the  western  extension  you 
propose  leave  intervening  between  it  and  the  eastern 
extension  proposed  at  Belfast,  how  much  shore  will 
intervene  there  at  wbat  you  call  the  Strandtown 
District?— Nearly  two  miles,  I think. 

Dr.  Dunlop — It  would  not  be  more  than  a mile. 

Captain  Harrison.—  It  is  an  Irish  mile  and  a half. 

83.  Mr.  Exhail-— The  reason  I ask  about  it  is  that  I 
have  heard  it  stated  that  there  is  a nuisance  complained 
of  at  that  foreshore,  and  I heard  something  said  that 
yon  were  anxious  to  get  an  extension,  so  as  to  get  some 
authority  to  deal  with  the  foreshore  and  the  nuisance 
mi  it? — It  does  exist,  but  we  think  it  better  for  the 
town  that  it  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Guardians. 
We  don’t  wish  to  be  hampered  by  it. 

Dr.  Dunlop.- — We  have  no  power  at  all  over  the 
place,  because  it  is  outside  onr  boundary. 

Mr.  Exham.— It  would  be  a terrible  thing  if  there 
isau  injury  done  to  Holywood,  that  there  should  not 
he  some  power  to  remove  the  nuisance. 

Dr.  Dunlop. — If  that  nuisance  is  not  removed  this 
township  will  be  depopulated.  The  nuisance  extends 
from  below  Cultra,  and  the  whole  thing  arises  from  the 
way  in  which  the  foieshore  has  been  closed  up.  The 
drainage  from  the  large  town  of  Belfast,  with  such 
matter  as  becomes  incorporated  with  it,  comes  down 
and  is  deposited  on  our  banks,  and  becomes  decomposed, 
so  that  it  is  perfectly  intolerable.  The  owners  of  this 
foreshore  must  be  made  to  abate  it. 

Mr.  Exham. — It  doesn’t  seem  to  he  very  offensive. 

I saw  several  carts  of  it  taken  away,  and  it  appears  to 
be  grand  stuff  for  manure. 

Dr.  Dunlop. — You  don’t  know  what  we  have 
suffered. 

Kev.  Mr.  O’ Laver  ti/,  p.p. — There  is  absolutely  no 
person  to  remove  the  dead  animals,  the  dead  dogs  and 
cats  which  lie  along  the  foreshore,  particularly  about 
Ballymenocli  and  Cultra,  and  which  are  most  offensive 
as  well  to  tho  sight  as  to  the  smell. 

Dr.  Dunlop. — The  accumulation  is  the  most  prejudi- 
cial matter  to  health  imaginable,  decaying  seaweed,  and 
sewerage,  and  drainage  matter. 

Mr.  Johnston. — When  the  farmers  had  the  privilege 
of  taking  it  away  there  was  no  seaweed  remained  there 
to  become  a nuisance. 

Captain  Harrison. — Nobody  interferes  with  them  now. 

Dr.  Dunlop. — I beg  your  pardon  ; except  at  certain 
times  at  Cultra,  parties  do  interfere  with  persons 
attempting  to  take  seaweed  at  the  foreshore. 

Captaiu  Harrison. — I hold  a lease  for  21  years  from 
the  Woods  and  Forests,  and  I can  say  no  oue  has  been 
prosecuted  by  me  for  taking  seaweed.  Of  late  years 
there  has  not  been  so  good  a way  of  removing  it,  a3  it 
had  to  be  thrown  up,  but  within  the  last  year  there  has 
been  a convenient  place  made  for  taking  it  away.  As 
we  all  know  there  has  been  an  extraordinary  quantity 
of  seaweed  thrown  on  the  foreshore  this  past  winter. 
Never  in  my  memory,  and  I can  recollect  for  thirty 
years,  has  there  been  such  an  extraordinary  quantity  as 
this  year,  and  if  you  had  kept  eight  or  ten  carts  going 
the  whole  summer  they  would  not  have  drawn  off  the 
quantity  that  came  in  here.  No  doubt  it  was  most 
injurious  to  have  it  lying  there,  but  I don’t  see  that  I 
can  be  liable,  for  that  is  not  a»nuisanee  created  by  me. 

Dr.  Dunlop. — If  a nuisance  exists  on  any  man’s 
ground  he  is  bound  to  remove  it  by  the  Sanitary  Authority, 
and  let  him  then  find  out  who  is  liable  for  it. 

Mr.  Exham. — Mr.  Harrison  speaks  as  to  the  extra- 
ordinary quantity  of  seaweed  thrown  up  this  winter. 
There  appears  to  he  something  very  much  the  same  at 
Sandymount,  near  Dublin. 

Dr.  Dunlop. — It  is  only  within  the  last  year  that 
Captain  Harrison  has  permitted  the  seaweed  to  be  taken 
away.  Before  that  there  was  a price  put  on  it  and 
everyone  was  interfered  with. 

Captain  Harrison. — It  has  been  stated  that  a charge 
has  been  put  on  seaweed  and  I must  say  that  I never 
received  a charge  for  it  in  my  life  since  ’51. 

Dr.  Dunlop. — I can  produce  evidence  in  this  very 
room  that  his  bailiff  most  offensively  interfered  with 
parties. 


Holtwood. 
srr.  Joha 
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Captain  Harrison. — Neither  T nor  my  agent  have 
ever  received  one  halfpenny  as  a charge  for  seaweed. 

Mr  M'Lean. — I know  a man  who  was  taking  some 
seaweed  and  he  put  in  some  small  shells  with  it  and  lie 
was  compelled  to  throw  cut  the  shells  or  drop  the  entire 
load.  I don’t  think  conduct  like  that  is  to  be  tolerated. 

S3.  Mr.  Exiivm. — Where  does  the  sewage  of  Holy- 
wood  go  to  now  ? 

Mr.  A nderson. — It  goes  into  the  sea.  There  are  four 
sewers  that  empty  on  the  foreshore. 

84.  Does  not  that  create  a nuisance? — I don’t  think 
so.  In  going  along  there  I have  not  perceived  any  smell 
of  any  great  consequence)  that  is  where  they  discharge 
themselves,  the  tide  comes  in  twice  in  tho  twenty-four 
hours. 

85.  If  these  sewers  discharge  on  the  high  watermark 
then  as  the  tide  recedes  must  they  not  discharge  on  the 
empty  foreshore  ? — T think  if  there  is  any  deposit  on 
the  foreshore  it  is  from  Belfast. 

SG.  Mr.  Crawjord. — Did  you  read  Dr.  Dunlop's  and 
Dr.  Reid’s  reports  that  the  sewage  was  the  principal 
cause  of  the  offensive  smell  anil  that  it  was  neglect  of 
the  Town  Commissioners  not  carrying  their  sewers  out 
to  low  watermark. 

Mr.  Anderson I could  not  read  in  paper  what  was 

r.ot  in  it. 

Dr.  Dunlop. — I beg  your  pardon,  at  Cultra,  a mile 
from  the  place  the  smell  was  simply  intolerable,  and  one 
little  bay  on  this  side  of  Cultra  pier,  was  as  bad  as  any 
place  along  the  shore. 

Mr.  Crawford. — Caused  by  Holywood. 

Mr.  Anderson. — It  is  not. 

Rev.  Mr.  O'Laverty. — No  one  can  go  in  to  draw  sea- 
weed from  that. 

Dr.  Dunlop. — The  whole  shore  is  a close  boundary, 
and  if  these  men  will  have  the  benefit  of  it  they  must 
keep  it  clear ; thestench  in  that  littlebay  was  intolerable, 
you  could  not  unless  you  were  there  know  anything 
about  it. 

Mr.  Anderson. — If  we  get  this  extension  there  should 
be  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Commissioners  we 
think. 

S7.  Do  yon  think  it  desirable  to  increase  them  ; how 
many  are  there  now  ! — The  present  number  is  nine. 

88.  As  it  has  been  always  thought  desirable  to  have 
an  odd  number,  would  you  suggest  eleven  or  thirteen,  or 
would  fifteen  be  too  many? 

Mr.  I [‘Lean. — Twelve  would  be  enough,  and  give  the 
chairman  a casting  vote. 

S9.  Mr.  Exham. — Would  yon  think  it  desirable  to 
have  wards  ? 

Mr.  Anderson. — [ think  there  should  be  three  wards, 
if  we  get  this  extension,  that  is  my  own  opinion  ; you  see 
wc  have  550  electors  at  present  and  there  would  be  100 
added,  that  would  be  650. 

90.  You  would  then  have  wards  of  only  200  or  150 
each,  would  there  be  any  inconvenience  in  voting  at  one 
place  ? — It  would  be  very  troublesome  to  separate  the 
town  so. 

Mr.  M'Lean — In  a town  like  this  it  is  not  necessary 
to  have  wards. 

91.  Mr.  Charles  H.  Ward,  Solicitor— 1 appear  for  the 

owners  of  scattered  villas  outside  this  township,  and  for 
a number  of  parties  who  feel  an  interest  in  it,  and  who 
are  opposed  to  the  proposed  extension ; now,  Mr.  Ander- 
son,you  are  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? Yes. 

92.  What  benefit  do  the  Town  Commissioners  propose 
to  give  those  who  are  out  of  the  township  in  exchange 
for  their  paying  town  taxes  1~ Better  supervision  in  the 
way  of  buildings  ; that  is,  looking  after  tho  buildings  to 
see  !f  there  were  proper  levels  for  sewage  arrangements 
and  matters  of  that  sort. 

93.  Have  you  any  legal  power  at  present  in  the  town- 
ship with  regard  to  buildings  ?— Oh,  yes. 

94.  I was  not  aware  of  it?— The  Commissioners  are 
at  present  framing  by-laws  that  the  Act  empowers  them 

to  do  with  regard  to  supervision  of  buildings. 

95.  But  up  to  the  present  have  you  any  power  to 
regulate  buildings  in  Holywood  ?— Not  very  much  but 
this  Act  gives  us  the  power,  this  new  Health  Act  gives 
us  additional  powers. 


96.  The  Act  of  last  year  ?— Yes. 

97.  It  gives  you  power  to  frame  by-laws,  but  vou 
have  not  framed  them  yet?— Oh,  no. 

9S.  Any  powers  you  have  under  that  provisional  order 
from  the  Local  Government  Board  is  confined  to  tl.„ 
township  of  Holywood  ? — Yes. 

99.  Outside  of  Holywood,  the  districtlhatyou  propose 
to  take  in,  consists  of  farm  houses  and  villas  that  gentle- 
men built  according  to  their  own  taste  and  on  their 
own  property? — Yes,  and  houses  to  let. 

100.  Can  yon  tell  how  many  houses  havo  been  built 
within  the  last  sixteen  years  in  the  Marino  direction 
from  the  limits  of  the  township,  up  to  Mr.  Robinson’s 
house? — I cannot  tell  exactly. 

101.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  learn  that  it  was  at 
the  rate  of  one  a year,  sixteen  in  all  1 — I would. 

102.  I thought  so;  how  many  of  these  are  vacantnowl 
— I cannot  tell  you. 

103.  Now,  what  do  you  propose  to  do  for  all  these 
people  outside  the  township  in  return  for  their  paying 
town  taxes,  provided  they  were  willing  to  come  in 
which  they  are  not? — I have  told  you,  this  supervision’. 

104.  What  kind  of  supervision? — Well,  with  regard' 
to  sewerage  and  cesspools,  and  having  proper  sanitary 
arrangements,  these  are  some  of  the  things. 

105.  Don’t  you  know  the  owners  of  the  villas  have 
made  their  own  sanitary  arrangements,  the  owners  of 
villas  are  more  particular  about  them  than  any  sanitary 
authorities? — I know  some  of  them  have  made  bad 
arrangements  with  regard  to  cesspools  emptying  into 
streams. 

106.  Can  you  point  out  any  stream  outside  the  town 
that  is  polluted  by  cesspooh  from  any  of  these  houses? 
— There  is  one  marked  on  the  Ordnance  map  called  the 
“ Stinking  Burn,”  between  Holywood  and  Ballymenoch. 

1 07.  Doesn’t  that  separate  it  from  the  adjoining  town- 
land,  and  is  not  that  caused  by  tho  sewage  of  Holywood 
polluting  it? — No. 

108.  Are  not  the  poor  law  guardians  the  sanitary 
authorities  outside  your  district?— llioy  are. 

109.  And  don’t  they  exercise  sanitary  authority  out- 
side?— I don’t  think  it. 


110.  Is  it  not  owing  to  their  efforts  that  the  foreshore 
has  been  cleared  of  all  the  seaweed,  within  the  past  three 
weeks?— It  is  within  their  jurisdiction,  they  are  only 
doing  their  duty. 

111.  Supposing  you  extended  the  township  boundary, 
would  you  like  to  exercise  authority  over  the  foreshore? 
— No. 

1 1 2.  Can  you  point  out  any  place  in  the  district  you 
propose  to  annex,  that  requires  any  sanitary  attention 
whatever,  in  the  direction  of  Marino,  I take  it  for  grant- 
ed, you  cannot?  — I have  not  been  over  it  very  much. 

113.  It  is  a great  luxury  to  exam  i h e a magistrate  you 
often  plead  before,  and  I am  sure  I will  get  the  truth  out 
of  Mr.  Anderson.  I suppose  you  propose  to  give  us 
water,  now,  if  you  extend  the  township?— If  it  is 
wanted. 

114.  Where  will  you  get  pure  water  to  give  us? — 
Well,  the  engineer  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  had  em- 
ployed suggested  that  the  water  should  be  taken  dowD 
as  far  as  Craigavad. 

115.  Don’t  you  know  that  all  these  owners  of  villas 
have  water,  pure  and  unadulterated,  without  getting 
sewage  water  up  from  the  Stinking  Burn  ? — I don’t  know 
that. 

116.  All  these  hills  are  full  of  water,  far  superior,  sir, 
to  the  Vartry.  Arethe  Commissiouers  themselves  united 
about  this  extension  of  the  township? — So  far  as  I 
know,  they  are. 

117.  Was  there  not  a resolution  passed  at  which  it 
was  decided  not  to  extend  the  township? 

118.  Mr.  Exham — Yes,  we  have  that.  It  wa3  passed 

last  November.  v 

119.  Mr.  fVard. — Have  they  a second  resolution  at 
which  they  decided  to  extend  it  ? 

120.  Mr.  Anderson They  have,  a note  on  the 

minutes,  I think,  not  a resolution,  but  am  unanimous 
agreement.  . 

121.  Mr.  Exham. — Six  out  of  the  nine  Commis- 
sioners met  and  approved  of  the  extension. 
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122.  Mr.  Ward. — Six  out  of  nine,  so  that  you  are 
divided  amongst  yourselves  ? 

123.  Mr.  Anderson. — No ; six  met  and  there  were 
two  vacancies. 

124.  Mr.  T Yard. — So  that  you  propose  to  take  these 
people  in  without  giving  them  any  benefit  whatever  ? 

125.  Mr.  Exham. — You  are  assuming  that  they  are 
not getting  any  benefit.  Is  it  not  a benefit  for  a man  to 
have  the  entire  of  this  township  lighted  for  him  as  he 
goes  to  the  train  and  passes  through  with  his  family  ? 

126.  Mr.  Ward. — Not  the  slightest,  we  are  a 
domestic  people,  and  we  are  very  little  out  after  night. 


There  is  a late  train  to  Holywood,  but  none  to  our  Hoiavood. 
district.  Jibe,  24,  1879. 

127.  That  is  the  reason,  if  you  had  a train  down  to  Mr  juhn 
Cultra  you  would  not  want  it.  Anderson. 

12S.  Mr.  Despard. — We  have  one  up  to  half-past 
10  o'clock. 

129.  Mr.  Ward. — Have  you  the  valuation  of  Holy- 
wood  ? 

130.  Mr.  Exham. — We  have  ; it  was  £11,971  last 
year,  and  this  year  it  is  £11,935.  Wc  have  it  on  land 
and  buildings. 


Mr.  James  M'Lean  examiued. 


Mr.  .Tames 


131.  Mr.  Exham. — Are  you  in  favour  of  this 
extension  ? — I am  in  favour  of  an  extension, provided  we 
can  have  that  extension  as  we  wish  it.  I was  one  of 
the  parties  that  assisted  in  carrying  this  resolution 
that  has  been  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Ward  on  the  2nd 
June,  1879.  And  that  resolution  was  carried  by  a 
small  majority,  the  miuute  is  “ The  boundary  question 
having  been  fully  considered,  it  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Gray,  seconded  by  Mr.  M‘Lean,  and  passed,  .*  that  the 
existing  boundaries  should 'not  be  altered  or  extended.’ 
Copy  sent  to  Municipal  Commissioners.”  Now,  what 
caused  me  to  second  that  resolution,  and  to  take  an 
active  part  in  having  it  passed,  was  this,  two  members 
of  the  board  made  calculations,  one  of  them  said  that 
to  extend  the  boundary  a certain  distance  named  by 
him  would  put  the  town  to  a certain  loss,  and  I said  f 
thought  my  duty  was  to  save  the  money  of  the 
ratepayers,  net  to  take  money  out  of  their  pockets, 
and  until  the  portion  sought  to  be  brought  in  would 
be  self-supporting  I would  not  support  any  extension 
motion.  I say  now  I would  be  in  favour  of  exteuding 
the  borough,  provided  it  could  be  doue  without  expense, 
that  the  Town  Commissioners  would  not  be  compellable 
to  light  up  any  portion  of  the  extended  district  until 
they  would  consider  that  that  portion  was  self-support- 
ing ; my  own  impression  is,  I may  be  wrong,  I have  not 
looked  at  it  closely,  that  if  we  levied  a rate  on  any 
person  in  the  extended  district,  and  they  were  not 
lighted  and  taken  care  of,  the  court  would  compel  us  to 
light  them  ; I now  approve  of  the  scheme  of  extension 
proposed  at  the  terms  that  we  can  extend  the  boundary 
but  not  light  it  until  the  extended  districts  were  self- 
supporting. 

132.  Mr.  Exham. — What  would  you  take  them  in  for? 

133.  Mr.  M'Lean. — I don’t  mean  to  say  I would  not 
tux  them.  The  parties  ouside  all  derive  certain 
advantages  from  the  lighting  of  Holywood  at  present, 
and  they  ought  to  pay  something  towards  it. 

134.  " Mr.  Exham.’ — In  other  words,  what  you  say  is 
this,  that  this  district  should  be  brought  in  on  a differ- 
ential rate;  that  is  what  is  proposed  everywhere,  that 
is  to  bring  them  in  and  make  them  a part  of  the  family, 
but  if  you  made  them  pay  full  taxation  it  follows, 
to  be  reasonable,  that  you  should  give  them  the  same 
benefits  as  the  people  living  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 
The  proposal  in  such  cases  elsewhere  has  been  to  make 
them  pay  half  rates. 

135.  Mr.  M'Lean. — I am  only  speaking  of  the  law 
as  it  now  stands,  nnd  I am  sure  the  Queen’s  Bench 
would  make  us  light  them  if  we  tax  them  fully- 

136.  Mr.  Exham. -It  has  uot  been  proposed  any- 
where that  the  parties  outside  should  pay  full  rates 
until  they  get  the  full  advantage.  They  should  pay 
full  road  rate  which  makes  no  difference  to  them.  It 
is  only  the  hand  which  would  receive  it  that  would  be 
different.  The  sanitary  rates  are  the  same,  and  then 
the  only  thing  is  with  regard  to  the  shilling  improve- 
ment rate,  under  the  Act  of  1854.  It  is  said  that  the 
people  in  the  district  living  round  the  town  which 
benefits  so  largely  by  the  taxation,  of  the  town,  should 
contribute  something  to  the  taxation  of  the  town.  It 
may  he  a question,  too,  if  you  take  the  roads  and 
bridges,  in  towns  in  which  there  arc  bridges,  whether 


the  barony  should  not  contribute  something  towards 
their  maintenance,  because  they  use  them  largely, 
particularly  the  post  roads.  For  instance  in  the  town 
of  Mallow  there  is  a bridge  that  lias  been  frequently 
swept  away  by  floods,  and  it  is  said  that  the  Grand 
J ury  should  contribute  towards  its  future  maintenance, 
otherwise  indeed  it  would  be  a hardship,  for  if  a town- 
ship had  to  keep  up  bridges  and  roads  alike,  it  might 
ruin  the  ratepayers  of  the  township. 

137.  Mr.  M'Lean. — The  principal  road  in  Holywood 
runs  to  Bangor,  and  Belfast,  and  Douaghadee,  and  it  is 
kept  by  the  county-at-large.  If  we  now  take  the 
roads  from  the  county  within  our  district,  the  county 
should  provide  a proportion  of  the  expense. 

13S.  Mr.  Exham. — Youliave  now  seen  the  boundary 
proposed,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  carrying  it  down 
to  the  towulaud  boundary? — Yes. 

139.  Would  you  he  in  favour  of  taking  it  along  the 
road,  or  above  the  road,  as  we  were  suggesting  ? — 1 
don't  see  the  advantage  of  taking  it  at  a place  where 
there  would  be  no  likelihood  of  building. 

140.  Would  you  he  in  favour  of  having  the  boundary 
the  proposed  line  of  the  townhuid  boundary,  and  then 
down  by  Woodside-hridge,  and  up  to  the  townland 
boundary.  You  would  thus  get  the  management  oi'  the 
road  into  your  own  hands  from  the  point  of  Wood- 
side} — J See  no  objection  to  that;  the  roads  are  kept 
in  a very  bad  condition  at  the  present  time. 

141.  Do  you  think  you  could  keep  the  roads  in  fair 
order  and  at  less  cost? — I thiuk  so. 

142.  Mr.  Robinson. — Do  you  see  any  advantage  in 
having  the  boundary  there,  as  Mr.  Exbain  suggests  ?— 
Well,  I have  no  objection  to  it. 

143.  Mr.  Exham.— It  would  be  unwise  for  you  to 
take  it  on  the  north  side  of  the  road.  Are  you  able  to 
say,  of  your  own  knowledge,  that  the  land  and  houses 
in  the  district  you  propose  to  bring  in  are  rendered 
exceptionally  valuable  by  their  proximity  to  the  town 
of  Holywood  ?— I should  say  so. 

144.  In  your  opinion,  do  they  derive  advantages 
from  the  town  ? — Yes. 

145.  Would  you  he  in  favour  of  dividing  that  rate, 
half  on  the  occupier  and  half  on  the  landlord  ?— I think 
it  would  bo  a very  fair  arrangement.  I wish  to  draw 
attention  to  the  way  in  which  the  roads  are  kept  iu 
Holywood.  We  don’t  derive  any  advantage  from  the 
county  having  charge  of-  them ; some  of  them  are  in- 
accessible almost.  There  is  a road  leading  up  to  my 
own  house  which  is  in  a disgraceful  state ; there  were 
two  presentments  for  it  which  were  thrown  out.  I will 
ask  you  to  look  at  that  road  and  see  the  scandalous 
state  in  which  it  is.  It  is  in  High  Holywood  and 
within  the  boundary. 

146.  That  appears  to  be  a regular  mam  road  1— It  is; 

and  from  a certain  point  to  a certain  point  it  is  high  in 
the  centre  with  a fall  to  each  side  of  two  and  a half  feet. 
On  a car  you  run  the  danger  of  having  your  neck 
broken.  , . 

147.  Mr.  Robinson. — I know  the  road — I passed  it. 

148.  Mr.  M'Lean Had  your  attention  been  directed 

to  it  you  would  have  seen  it  better.  I wrote  to  the 
County  Surveyor  on  the  13th  October,  saying  that  the 
Presentment  Sessions  had  twice  passed  a presentment, 
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d-  and  the  Grand  Jury  had  each  time  thrown  it  out.  1 
,0-  wrote  as  follows.  I have  a copy  of  the  letter  here  : — 
“ 45,  Arthur-slreet,  Belfast, 
“13th  October,  1879. 

“ Henry  Smith,  Esq.,  County  Surveyor, 

“ Downpatrick. 

“ Dear  Sir — A portion  of  the  road  lying  between  Mr. 
Sbaw’s  gate  and  Mr.  Alexander’s  is  not  only  in  a bad  but  n 
dangerous  state.  I drew  your  attention  to  it  before  and 
since  presentments  were  passed  at  the  Road  Sessions  for  its 
improvement,  but  the  Grand  Jury  on  each  occasion  threw 
them  out.  1 shall  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  will  inform  me 
of  the  reason  given  by  the  Grand  Jury,  if  any,  and  whether 
you  approve  of  the  road  in  its  present  state  or  propose  to 
have  anything  and  what  done  with  it.  I think,  as  a large 
ratepayer,  and  having  tenants  large  ratepayers,  I am  entitled 
to  know  whether  the  road  is  considered  good  enough  for  us 
either  by  you  or  tbe  Grand  Jury. 

“ Yours  faithfully, 

“ James  M'Lean." 

To  that  I got  this  answer  from  him  : — 

'*  County  Surveyor’s  Office,  Downpatrick, 
“lath  October,  1879. 

“ Dear  Sir— In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  15th,  I will 
direct  my  assistant  to  have  an  application  put  forward  at 
the  next  Presentment  Sessions  for  the  improvement  of  the 
road  you  refer  to. 

“ Truly  yours, 

“ H.  Smith.” 

For  years  it  has  been  in  this  state,  and  when  1 draw 
his  attention  to  it  he  will  send  his  own  man  to  put  a 
presentment  forward.  That  is  an  admission  that  it  is  in 
a bad  state,  otherwise  he  would  not  get  his  own  man  to 
do  it.  Holywood  would  derive  all  the  advantages  in 
the  world  if  we  had  control  of  the  roads  ourselves! 

149.  Mr.  Exham. — Do  you  think  there  would  be  any 
use  in  extending  the  boundary  to  the  lowwatcr-mark  to 
bring  in  the  foreshore? 

150.  Mr.  M'Lean. — It  is  a serious  question.  I would 
not  be  inclined  to  take  it  in  to  lowwater-mark.  We 
would  have  a limited  area  of  taxation,  and  we  might  have 
great  expenditure  there.  I think  I would  be  inclined 
to  agree  with  Dr.  Dunlop  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a man 
when  a nuisance  is  on  his  property  to  remove  it. 

151.  Mr.  Exham — There  is  a little  danger  at  home 

when  you  start  that  proposition.  You  discharge  a 
portion  of  the  nuisance  on  the  foreshore  ?— We  say  not 
and  that  there  is  not  a town  in  Ireland  as  well  sewered 
“ holywood.  There  is  no  solid  matter  discharged  into 
14  1 ,iere  1S  a great  fall  in  these  sewers. 

i5l.  The  solid  matter  must  go  somewhere  ?— The 

tiwBood^  fl°°d  breaks  ifc  nP’  anrl  U g°es  a^ay  with 

153  Does  it  not  come  back  with  it  again  ?_It  may 
out  1 have  never  seen  it.  ’ 

154.  A considerable  portion  of  sewage  matter  at 
any  rate  must  discharge  itself  on  the  foreshore.  The 
moment  the  tide  recedes  from  the  high  water-mark  this 
sewage  spreads  out  a long  distance  from  the  formation 
. the  shore  Then  all  that  comes  down  during  the  ebb 
is  spread  a!!  oyer  the  foreshore  and  washed  back  again 
ly  he  flood  tide  I Well,  I „„  not  prepared  to,,, 
tint  the  Commieaionera  might  mate  some  kind  of  tanks 
trhich  would  enable  it  to  be  carried  away.  As  a Com* 
missioner  I would  not  be  inclined  to  take  the  responsi- 
, v 1 1“ri  a tnggestion  which  I consider  the 
most  absurd  I have  ever  hard— to  build  a sewer  out  in 
xne  sea — to  build  a sewer  in  sand. 

—Iff-  “f-  it  your  opinion  that  no  sewage 

pollutes  the  foreshore  in  Holywood  1— It  is  not.  It  is 
my  opinion  that  some  sewage  pollutes  it  less  or  more 
loo.  Had  you  an  opportunity  of  reading  Dr.  lteid’s 
report  the  other  day  i — I glanced  at  it. 

1S7.  Did  yon  eee  where  he  certified  that  he  fonod 
sewage  matter  between  parts  of  the  seaweed  l—I  cannot 
say  I saw  that,  but  if  you  say  he  wrote  it  it’s  all  right 
but  I don  t care  about  Dr.  Reid's  or  any  other  porsfn's 


160.  And  do  you  happen  to  know  that  these  tn 
eminent  authorities  have  certified  that  there  is 

from  Holywood  polluting  the  foreshore  S-Snonei 
there  is  ? “PFose 

161.  Did  you  hear  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Com 
missioners  speak  of  the  Stinking  Burn  ?— Yes 

162.  Is  it  polluted  by  sewage  matter  from  the  town 
of  Holywood  ? — I am  not  aware. 

1 63  Perhaps  you  have  not  examined  the  matter  for 
yourself  ?—  I keep  as  far  as  possible  away  from  ai| 
things  stinking. 

164.  Now,  3rour  first  opinion  was  that  it  would  never 
pay  the  town  to  extend  the  district  as  proposed  ?_Xot 
that  it  would  never  pay  the  town — that  it  would  be  a 
losing  matter.  I thought  it  would  be  a losing  matter 
to  the  ratepayers  if  we  could  be  compelled  to  fieri*  the 
district  before  it  was  self-supporting. 

165.  If  you  were  not  compelled  to  light,  you  would 

like  to  tax  before  we  got  value  ? — I think  you  ,,et 
advantages  from  the  lights  in  Holywood,  and  bavin* 
the  Supervision  of  the  Town  Commissioners.  6 

166.  Do  you  happen  to  know  that  those  parties  out- 
side have  two  stations  to  get  out  at,  without  passing 
through  Holywood,  Marino,  and  Craigavad  ?— Some  of 
the  trains  don’t  get  the  length, 
wood,  and  walk  home. 


„ . — Some  of 

You  get  out  at  Holy- 


167.  What  time  do  you  put  out  the  lamps  in  Holy- 
wood  ? — When  every  decent  man  ought  to  be  in  bed 

168.  At  10  o’clock  ? — No. 

169.  Half-past  10  o’clock  ?— After  the  last  train 
arrives.  I think  you  can  answer  that  as  well  as  I can. 

170.  What  benefit  are  they  likely  to  receive  from 
lighting,  when  the  lamps  arc  put  out  in  Holywood  at 
half-past  10  o’clock? — That’s  only  the  time  when 
drunken  fellows  are  going  home.  I am  told  by  the 
clerk  that  they  commence  to  put  out  the  lamps  at  half- 
past 10  o’clock. 

171.  Mr.  George  Murney. — An  hour  before  the  last 
train  arrives — A quarter  past  11  o’clock. 

_ Mr.  Ward. — Have  you  never,  before  half-past 
10  odock,  seen  the  lamps  out? — Very  frequently. 
Will  you  allow  me  to  explain?  that  is  at  the  time  that 
the  lamps  are  not  lighted — in  the  summer  season,  for 
instance. 

173.  Does  it  never  occur  in  the  winter? — I think 
not.  Except  on  very  clear  nights  I have  not  observed 
the  lamps  put  out  before  half-past  10  o’clock.  If  the 
night  is  very  clear  there  is  no  occasion  to  have  the  k.mps 
in.  The  clerk  tells  me  that  they  are  not  lighted  during 
the  time  we  have  a moon. 

174.  It’s  important  to  note  that.  How  many  months 
in  the  year  have  you  the  lamps  lighted  ? I am  told  by 
Dr.  Dunlop  that  there  are  some  lighted  all  night?— 
Some  are,  I suppose. 

175.  Why  did  you  alter  your  original  opinion  about 
the  extension  of  the  district  being  a tax  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Holywood? — For  the  reason  I have  given. 
If  we  can  extend  the  district,  without  being  compelled 
or  compellable  to  light  the  extended  district — if  we  can 
do  so  upon  the  principle  of  taxing  at  a smaller  rate 
those  outside,  we  ought  to  have  the  extension.  The 
people  of  Holywood  should  not  hear  all  the  expense  of 
lighting  Holywood,  for  the  benefit  of  those  outside  it. 

176.  What  would  you  give  in  exchange  for  the  small 
rate  ? What  advantage  would  you  give  to  the  parties 
outside  for  that  small  rate  ? — I would  give  the  advantages 
1 have  already  told  you.  Amongst  others,  having 
Holywood  lighted  for  the  advantage  of  those  who 

go  a mile  beyond  it.  • 

1/7.  Lighted  for  the  benefit  of  those  going  to 

T7e° ^ — Yes,  if  they  pass  through  it 

Uow  much  would  it  cost  to  erect  lamp- posts, 
and  light  lamps  from  the  present  limits  on  the  Bangor- 
ioad  to  Woodside-bridge,  three  miles  away? 

Dunlop — One  mile  and  a half. 

179.  Mr.  Ward — How  far  do  you  say  it  is? 


---• jvu  know  that  Dr.  Reid  is  the  Public  l ^'Lean — I don’t  know;  I never  made  a calcu- 

Ofiicer  of  Health,  that  he  is  Consulting  Sanitarv  a • ’ ,“fc  wllen  tbe  time  comes  when  the  lamps  are 

under  tbe  Poor  Law  Board  1 Yes.  ° ^ required  I will  make  the  calculation  or  assist  at  it. 

159. -And  don’t  you  know  that  Dr.  Dunlnn  is  +>,.  ’ Assuming'  that  the  scheme  did  not  pay  and  that 

Local  Sanitary  Officer  ? — Yes.  ' ^ 6 ^ re  ,waa  a *arge  deficit,  would  it  fall  on  the  inhabitants 

of  Holywood  ? — It  would  fall  on  the  outsider  according 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


329 


to  you,  for  you  are  fighting  for  the  outsiders.  If  there 
is  any  deficit  it  will  not  fall  entirely  on  the  insiders. 

181.  Is  there  any  advantage  yon  can  give  except 
that  of  lighting! — They  will  have  the  supervision  of 
the  Commissioners  and  their  officers,  who  will  see  that 
houses  are  properly  built;  they  will  have  regard  to 
sanitary  construction,  the  making  of  roads  and  seeing 
that  they  are  properly  formed  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 
It’s  a pity  that  we  had  not  had  the  power  years  ago. 

182.  They  will  look  after  sanitary  arrangements 
already  made,  villas  already  built,  and  give  light  to 
those  who  don’t  want  it? — If  you  view  it  in  that  way 
you  can  do  so.  I am  speaking  of  the  erection  of  future 
buildings,  and  also  of  the  supervision  we  would  have 
over  present  buildings,  to  see  if  the  sanitary  arrange- 
ments are  what  they  ought  to  be. 

183.  Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  for  16  years 
there  was  one  house  built  every  year,  you  would  gi re 
yourself  a lot  of  trouble  for  nothing  ? — That’s  not  true. 
Probably  the  houses  might  average  one  in  every  year, 
but  I know  of  my  own  knowledge  four  built  in  one 
year. 

184.  You  would  not  take  the  jurisdiction  over  the 
foreshore,  although  you  would  take  it  over  villas? — I 
never  heard  of  villas  on  the  foreshire  either  at  high  or 
low  water-mark. 

185.  1 mean  along  the  shore;  although  you  would 
wish  to  take  them  in,  you  don’t  propose  to  deal  with  the 
foreshire  in  the  way  of  removing  nuisances  or  other- 
wise ? — No,  we  don’t  want  anything  to  do  with  the 
foreshore ; but  we  do  with  respect  to  any  nuisance 
coming  from  the  villas. 

186.  What  do  you  mean,  then,  by  saying  you  will  give 
supervision  in  sanitary  matters? — The  man  who  can 
imagine  villas  built  on  the  foreshore  can  imagine 
anything.  It  is  with  the  villas  not  on  the  foreshore  at 
all  that  we  will  deal. 

187.  In  other  words  what  you  want  to  do,  and  I think 
it  is  apparent  to  the  Commissioners,  is  to  have  the 
power  to  tax  the  people  outside  the  township,  and  to 
do  nothing  on  return? — We  wish  to  prevent  their 
discharging  any  nuisance  on  the  foreshore. 

188.  Talking  about  your  own  nuisance,  how  do  you 
propose  to  deal  with  the  Holy  wood  nuisance  discharging 
on  the  foreshore — will  you  deal  with  that? — Yes ; that 
I will  leave  to  the  engineer.  . 

189.  Everything  is  to  be  left  to  theengineer.  Suppose 
you  get  possession  of  this  district  for  taxation  purposes, . 
when  do  you  propose  to  light  it? — When  it  is  self- 
supporting,  or  that  the  taxation  for  it  won’t  fall 
principally  on  the  parties  within  the  borough. 

190.  In  the  meantime  will  you  tax  it  ? — In  proportion 
to  the  benefit  they  will  receive. 

191.  In  the  future  at  the  Greek  Kalends,  . or  at  Tibb’s 
Eve,  you  will-  light  the  district  outside? — When,  as  I 
have  said,  it  is  self-supporting. 

192.  Have  you  made  any  calculation  as  to  when, 
in  your  opinion,  it  will  be  self-supporting? — Whenever 
there  will  be  a sufficient  number  of  houses  built  there. 


193.  That  may  be  in  a half  century  or  so  ? Then 

again  it  might  be  in  less  than  a quarter  of  a century 
We  cannot  see  far  enough  into  the  future. 

Yel94’  D°y0a  kll0W  whore  Holywood'  House  is?— 

195.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Bichard  Harrison  who  resides 
there— would  you  take  him  in?— I would,  I don’t  see 
any  reason  why  he  should  not  be  taken  in. 

196.  Do  you  know  that  he  farms  200  or  300  acres 
'f  land  there?— I don’t  know.  At  all  events  lie  grazes  a 
large  quantity. 

197.  Do  yon  propose  to  light  his  farm— what  do  you 
propose  to  give  him  in  exchange  for  taxation  ?— Only  a 
portion,  and  when  we  take  the  light  out  to  his  gate- 
house we  will  tax  him ; and  all  the  Harrisons,  and  all 
his  family,  servants,  Ac.,  will  have  the  benefit  of  it. 

198.  What  will  be  the  individual  benefit  they  will 
receive? — The  same  benefit  that  you  or  I receive. 

199.  There  can’t  be  much  when  you  turn  out  the 
lamps  at  half-past  10  o’clock.  The  use  of  light  would 
be  to  have  it  at  night  ? — Then  take  a lamp  with  you. 
Our  object  is  to  make  the  taxes  in  the  town  as  light  as 
possible.  We  think  Holywood  is  a place  that  people 
would  like  to  come  to  but  won’t  in  consequence  of  the 
high  taxes,  and  we  want  to  keep  the  taxation  as  low  as 
possible  to  induce  people  to  come  here. 

200.  Are  you  not  in  debt  at  present? — I suppose  we 
are. 

201.  How  much  in  round  numbers? — That  is  more 
than  I can  tell  you ; it  was  contracted  before  my  time. 

202.  Do  you  propose  to  put  any  portion  of  the  debt 
on  this  outlying  district  ? — I don’t  know  ; we  have  not 
taken  that  into  consideration  yet. 

203.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  a very  rare  proposal 
altogether. 

204.  Dr.  Dunlop. — The  area  of  taxation  is  fixed.  It 
would  not  affect  any  place  that  the  Poor  Law  Guardians 
do  not  at  present  charge  for.  You  ought  to  know  that, 
Mr.  Ward,  as  the  representative  of  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians. 

205.  If  they  get  these  outlying  districts  is  there 
anything  to  prevent  them  getting  a provisional  order  to 
make  them  contribute? — There  is  no  debt,  strictly 
speaking,  by  the  Commissioners  on  the  rates ; there  is 
this  sewerage  rate. 

206.  Dr.  Dunlop. — There  is  this  sewerage  rate  and 
water  rate. 

207.  Mr.  Ward. — Doesn’t  it  amount  to  this — thatyou 
wish  to  extend  the  district  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
funds  or  taxes  from  a larger  area  without  giving  any 
corresponding  advantage? — No,  it  does  not ; if  you  had 
been  listening  to  my  evidence  you  would  have  known 
that. 

208.  We  think  here  that  you  would  tax  us,  and  yet 
you  cannot  tell  whether  you  will  light  us  in  a quarter 
or  a half  a century  ? — I have  told  you  that  we  propose 
to  light  you  when  you  are  self-supporting. 

209.  Will  you  fix  that  interesting  date  when  we  wil 
be  lighted  for  your  purposes  ? — I could  not. 


HOLTWOOD. 

A Ton.  24, 1879. 
Mr.  James 


Dr.  Dtinlop  examined. 


Dr.  Dunlop. 


208.  Mr.  Exham You  area  Town  Commissioner?  — 

I was  a Town  Commissioner  for  a great  many  years,  but 
owing  to  this  place  being  constituted  an  urban 
authority  I was  obliged  to  cease- 

209.  You  have  been  a Commissioner,  you  are  a rate- 
payer and  know  a great  deal  about  it,  are  you  in  favour 
of  the  proposed  extension  ?— I am. 

210.  And  down  to  the  point  I indicated  to  take  in 
that  townlaud  boundary  and  the  upper  road  above  the 
wood  ? — I am. 

211.  Erom  your  own  knowledge  can  you  say  that 
the  inhabitants,  whether  farmers  or  gentlemen,  living 
in  this  extended  district  derive  exceptional  advantage 
from  their  proximity  to  the  town  of  Holywood? — I 
know  they  do. 

212.  Do  they  use  it  largely? — Yes;  tlieir  children 

fo  to  school  here,  and  they  attend  churches  in  the  town, 
believe  they  should  pay  something  for  all  the  advan- 


tages they  uerive.  The  way  in  which  you  explain  that 
division  of  rating  would  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  me, 
and  I believe  it  would  be  very  advantageous  in  so  far 
as  these  people  are  concerned,  and  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  get,  il  possible,  the  roads  in  charge  of  the 
Town  Commissioners.  The  roads  down  along  there  are 
extremely  bad;  nothin^  could  have  been  worse  than  the 
road  from  Holywood  'to  Craigavad  and  down  that 
district  last  year.  It  was  almost  neglected,  part  of  the 
way  it  was  almost  impassable.  Mr.  Ward  says  no 
advantages  would  be  derived  from  taking  in  this  district. 
Why,  to  get  these  roads  under  the  control  of  the  Com- 
missioners would  be  a marked  advantage  in  itself,  for 
the  road  down  to  Mr.  Ward’s  own  house  is  so  badly 
kept,  so  narrow  and  ill-constructed,  that  two  vehicles 
cannot  pass  except  at  certain  points  along  the  road. 

213.  Is  it  not  a county-roud ?— No;  the  only  other 
available  road  down  along  there  runs  past  the  Coast 
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Dr.  Dunlop. 


Mr.  George 
Murncy. 


Guard  Station  and  is  kept  in  sucli  order  by  tke  pro- 
prietors of  Cultra  that  it  is  simply  impassable.  I have 
to  get  ofT  my  vehicle  to  go  down  to  the  houses  there, 
I cannot  drive  down,  I have  to  walk  down. 

21 1.  Mr.  Robinson. — Which  road  is  that? — Past 
Farm  Hill.  It  is  kept  in  the  most  frightful  condition, 
no  person  could  at  all  believe  it. 

215.  Mr.  Exham. — There  will  be  great  difficulty  in 
keeping  them  up  and  in  order.  You  can  have  private 
roads  in  a township,  and  until  they  are  given  up  to  the 
township  the  Commissioners  do  not  take  charge  of  them. 

Dr.  Dunlop. — These  roads  would  bo  in  the 
boundary. 

216.  Mr.  Exuam. — Yes;  but  yon  would  not  he 
bound  to  keep  them  up  if  they  were  private  roads? 

Dr.  Dunlop. — I have  no  doubt  that  if  we  had  charge 
of  these  roads  we  would  save  as  much  county-cess  as 
would  keep  them  in  order.  And  I think  we  should 
have  the  power  to  erect  gasworks  for  ourselves,  and 
instead  of  paying  an  enormously  high  rate  that  we  do 
at  present  for  the  gas,  we  should  get  it  at  a much 
lower  figure.  The  reason  why  we  have  to  put  out  the 
gas  at  night  is  that  the  prices  charged  for  it  are  so  great 
that  we  cannot  afford  to  keep  them  lighted  longer  than 
we  do.  The  shorter  time  we  keep  the  lamps  lighted, 
the  less  the  people  have  to  pay.  We  should  really  have 
the  power  to  erect  gasworks  ourselves,  or  to  purchase 
them.  I think  if  we  had  that,  and  also  the  roads,  it 
would  cause  a lessened  taxation. 

217.  You  should  know  the  feelings  of  the  people  in 
the  township;  is  their  opinion  in  favour  of  extension  ? — 


It  is ; and  on  the  ground  that  they  think  the  neonl* 
outside  who  get  advantages  should  pay  somethin*  for 
them,  while  the  people  outside  object  because  thev  Jo 
asked  to  pay  for  the  advantages.  J e 

218.  Mr.  George  Murney — You  have  spoken  of  the 
price  of  gas  in  Holywood  ; can  you  tell  me  what  is  the 
price  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  shore  ? - 1 don’t  know 

219.  You  have  stated  that  the  gas  is  very  excessive 
here? — Yes;  five  shillings  a thousand.  What  is  it  in 


Mr.  Murney. — That’s  not  a fair  comparison;  as  a gas 
director  I should  like  to  be  able  to  give  it  as  cheap  as 
in  Belfast,  but  that,  of  course,  is  impossible. 

Dr.  Dunlop. — What  has  made  the  gas  so  very 
excessive  here  is  the  way  in  which  they  have  expended 
their  money,  and  the  foolish  way  in  which  they  laid  out 
money  piping  it  down  the  road — the  idea  of  a 
gas  company  piping  along  a railway ! all  the  pipes  had 
to  be  taken  up  again,  and  the  town  of  Holywood  had  to 
pay  for  it. 

Mr  Exham. — The  gas  all  goes  from  Kingstown  down 
the  line  of  railway  to  Killiney,  and  they  charge  me 
five  shillings  a.  thousand  for  it. 


Mr.  Murney. — On  the  opposite  side  of  the  shore  they 
charge  seven  shillings  and  sixpence  pei  1,000  for  it ; in 
Holywood  it  is  five  shillings.  The  gas  directors  here, 
it  is  said,  charge  an  enormous  price;  the  dividend  paid 
to  the  shareholders  shows  whether  they  charge  enor 
mously  or  not. 

Dr.  Dunlop. — That  arises  from  bad  construction ; look 
at  the  expenses  they  went  to. 


Mr.  George  Murney  examined  by 


Mr.  Exham. — I would  suggest  that  the  present  boun- 
dary should  be  extended  to  the  road  joining  the  palace 
ground,  held  by  Bishop  Knox,  and  carried  straight  to 
Ardtnlla-a venue.  I don’t  want  to  bring  in  the  Bishop’s 
palace, butby  the  road  that  adjoins  thepalace.  The  present 
boundary  is  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  town  ; I would 
bring  it  on  to  the  gate  lodge;  I would  go  straight  up  that 
road  to  the  side  of  the  Bishop’s  demesne  and,  as  I have 
said,  toArdtullagatc,  where  Captaiu  Harrison  resides,  to 
the  foot  of  his  avenue ; I would  then  continue  along  the 
King’s-read  straight  on  towards  Mr.  Gregg’s  of  Bally- 
menocb,  then  on  a straight  line  to  the  sea,  adjoining 
Mr.  Gregg’s  field;  I would  not  go  towards  Belfast 
further  than  the  Bishop’s  palace ; I propose  to  leave 
Bullymenoch  out. 

220.  Mr.  Robinson. — What  advantage  does  Holy- 
wood  House  derive  that  BaUymenoch  does  not  ? 

Dr.  Dunlop. — They  are  precisely  situated  alike. 

Mr.  Murney.— I would  take  in  Pebble  cottage,  value 
±40  a year;  I would  take  five  houses  at  Belview,  value 
i'68;  Holywood  House,  value  £110;  Miss  Ireland’s, 
value  £120.  I would  go  in  a straight  line  from  that  to 
the  Croft,  then  I would  take  in  Mr.  Smith’s  house, 
£70;  Mr.  Praegar’s,  £60;  Mr.  Patterson’s,  £94  ; Mr. 
Macom's,  £60,  and  the  house  adjoining,  £60; 
Reverend  Mr.  M‘Aleste’s  house,  £41,  and  two  other 
houses.  £88;  Mr.  Bell’s,  £71 ; Mr.  Anderson's  land  ; Mr. 
Rea  s house,  £50 ; Mr.  Moreland's  manor,  £60 ; then  six 
houses  at  Seapark,  towards  the  foreshore,  £96,  and 
another  house  close  to  the  railway,  £50.  These  are 
the  valuations  in  the  extension  I would  propose. 

221.  Would  you  stop  there  then?—  I would;  I would 
not  go  further  towards  Marino  than  that.  The  total 
valuation  I propose  is  £1,136  on  houses.  £246  on  lands. 

222.  Dr.  Dunlop. — Yon  would  give  BaUymenoch  all 
the  advantages  and  charge  them  nothing  for  them  ? 

Mr.  Murnty— It  would  not  pay  to  take  it  in. 

223.  Dr.  Dunlop. — I don’t  see  why  you  exclude  Ballv- 

menoch  ? J 

Mr.  Murney.— For  the  reason  I state  that  it  would 
not  pay,  the  reason  I would  extend  towards  Holywood 
House  and  that  direction  is,  that  the  ground  is  now 
marked  to  let  and  houses  will  be  built  upon  it;  this 
ground  of  Mr.  Gregg’s  is  not  so  marked,  nor  is  it  likely  to 

223.  Captain  Harrison.— Do  you  take  in  the  whole 


of  the  Kinnegar  ? — Yes,  to  the  foreshore  so  far  as  it  goes 
on  a line  to  the  Bishop’s  palace. 

Captain  Harrison. — That  is  a low  flat  of  ground,  and 
I thiDk  it  would  be  a hardship  to  bring  it  into  the  town. 
Holywood  House  is  in  the  same  position  as  Mr.  Gregg’s ; 
if  you  take  it  in  you  might  as  well  take  in  BaUymenoch. 

Mr.  Crjioford. — There  is  not  a house  on  the  way  but 
Mr.  Gregg's  own,  and  the  only  portion  that  could  be 
lighted  would  be  the  county-road.  There  is  Marinostation 
here,  and  Cultra  station  is  the  next  one,  and  Marino  and 
Cultra  are  the  stations  used  for  these  lands  along  here; 
the  people  who  live  here  occupying  four  acres,  and  so  on 
go  to  Marino  or  Cultra,  and  goto  Belfast  daily  for  their 
different  requirements,  and  don’t  go  near  Holywood. 

224.  Mr.  Anderson. — You  know  this  field  of  Mr. 
Gregg’s  down  at  the  shore,  don’t  you  know  that  this  is 
laid  out  in  roads  formed  for  building? 

Mr.  Murney — I believe  it  is,  but  I am  not  sure. 

Rev.  Mr.  O'Laverty. — And  “kerbed”  at  present. 

Mr.  Murney. — About  the  town.  I believe  that  the 
town  is  well  sewered  and  paved,  badly  lighted,  although 
Mr.  M‘Lean  says  it  is  well  lighted ; the  lamps  are  put  out 
at  half-past  ten  o’clock  ; the  burner  in  use  is  the  very 
smallest  made. 

Dr.  Dunlop. — Some  of  the  lamps  are  burning  all 
night. 

Mr.  Murney. — The  cost  of  the  lamps  is  18s.  for  the 
season,  when  in  other  towns  it  varies  from  £2  10s,  to 
£3. 

Mr.  M‘Lean. — Yes,  burning  all  night. 

Mr.  Murney. — The  Commissioners  are  only  charged 
what  they  consume,  as  they  pay  by  meter.  The  supply 
of  water  to  the  town  is  very  bad ; the  supply  should  be 
brought  from  the  hills  above  the  town ; at  present  it  is, 
only  obtainable  by  pumps.  I have  not  got  anything 
further  to  say  if  the  reporter  has  got  down  the  valuation 
of  the  boundary  proposed — £1,139  forhonses,  and  £246 
for  lands. 

225  Bev.  Mr.  O'Laverty. — Do  you  still  adhere  to  the 
opinion,  after  hearing aboutthe  differential  rate,  that  the 
Town  Commissioners  should  not  have  jurisdiction  the 
length  of  the  townland  of  Cultra? — I think  what  I have 
proposed  would  be  fair. 

Holywood  you  say  is  well  paved,  well  sewered, 
hut  badly  lighted  and  watered  ; hundreds  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood are  benefited  by  it,  the  farmers  can  sell  their 
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produce  here,  and  there  are  schools  kept  up  in  the  tow  n 
to  which  their  children  can  come,  and  they  have  other 
advantages  in  a great  many  ways. 

Mr.  Murrey. — I think  they  should  pay  a small  differ- 
ential rate,  but  it  should  be  a small  one. 

226.  Do  you  think  thelandlord  should  pay  something  ? 
The  landlord  will  be  benefited  as  well  as  the  tenant. 

227.  Mr.  Exham. — Doesn’t  he  get  a great  deal  higher 
rent  for  the  land  ? — He  does. 

My  suggestion  was.  that  instead  of  paying  a fourth  as 
at  present  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  the  tenant 
or  occupier  should  pay  half,  and  that  this  half  should  be 


divided  between  landlord  and  tenant,  thus  letting  the  holtitood. 
tenant  stay  as  he  is  and  making  the  landlord  pay  one-  24,  ists. 
fourth  for  the  advantage  he  derives  in  getting  his  Jtr  (f~~r 
increased  rent  for  his  land.  ” Mumer  ** 

228.  Mr.  Jameson.  — Where  a person  is  his  own  land- 
lord what  taxes  do  you  put  on  the  house  ! 

Mr.  Exham. — That  is  a question.  They  might  pro- 
pably  be  asked  to  pay  the  full  rate,  if  they  get  the  full 
advantages. 

Mr.  Murney. — At  the  time  l made  out  the  arrange- 
ment, I thought  that  all  the  places  that  would  be  taken 
in  would  be  obliged  to  pajr  the  shilling  rating. 


Rev.  Mr.  O’Laveety,  p.p.,  examined  by 


Mr.  Exham. — My  opinion  is  that  there  is  an  immense 
jealousy  existing  on  the  part  of  the  ratepayers  here  that 
they  have  to  keep  the  town  lighted,  build  churches, schools 
and  the  like  for  the  convenience  of  the  neighbourhood, 
whereby  that  neighbourhood  is  so  much  improved  in 
every  respectaudyetpaysnothing ; for  instance  Holy  wood 
is  the  only  place  where  churches  for  the  neighbourhood 
are  situated.  Every  church  in  Holywood  has  its  services 
on  Sundays  and  also  sundry  meetings  on  week-day 
evenings,  which  the  parishioners  of  these  churches  attend; 
the  members  in  the  rural  district  also  attend,  and  we  are 
very  jealous  then  that  we  have  to  keep  lights  for  the 
convenience  of  these  people  to  come  to  their  churches 
and  at  the  same  time  that  we  bear  the  expense  of  those 
lights,  and  these  people  pay  nothing.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  approaches  to  the  churches  and  the  lights 
towards  the  churches  are  in  every  way  better  taken  care 
of  than  in  other  districts  simply  for  the  convenience  of 
so  many  of  the  ratepayers  and  parties  outside  the  town- 
ship going  to  those  churches,  and  we  consequently  think 
that  the  people  residing  at  Cultra  should  pay  a propor- 
tion of  this  rate. 

229.  You  are  one  of  the  resident  clergy  here? — I am 
parish  priest. 

230.  Is  your  place  of  worship  largely  frequented  by 
people  in  the  district  proposed  to  be  brought  in  by  the 
municipality  ? — It  is  the  only  place  in  the  whole  parish 
of  Holywood  which  extends  a great  distance  round 
where  they  can  come  to. 

231.  What  applies  to  your  church  applies  I suppose 
lotheothersalsol — Muchmoreso.  I was  going  to  remark 
that  what  is  everybody’s  business  is  nobody’s  business 
in  the  end.  Now  it  is  known  that  the  foreshore  at  the 
Cultra  end  is  in  a disgraceful  state ; there  are  dead  dogs 
and  animals  thrown  up  there  which  are  never  removed; 
nobody  knows  who  should  remove  them,  and  it  would 
be  a decided  advantage  that  the  corporate  body  should 
have  a jurisdiction  over  these  things.  Every  person 
feels  aggrieved  at  present  and  yet  no  one  takes  action. 
Very  frequently  filthy  things  are  lying  on  the  beach,  and 
yet  Mr.  Ward  and  others  take  no  trouble,  and  sometimes 
you  can  scarcely  pass  by  from  the  smell  of  matter  lying 
on  the  foreshore,  and  if  we  had  a corporate  body  having 
jurisdiction  over  the  locality,  that  body  would  take 
action  to  have  the  nuisance  removed. 

232.  In  your  opinion  are  the  sanitary  wants  of  the 
people  and  the  district  better  attended  to  by  the  urban 
sanitary  authority  than  the  Board  of  Guardians? — Yes; 
the  Board  are  too  far  from  us  and  the  local  people  would 
he  more  easily  approached. 

233.  I would  like  to  know  your  opinion,  as  being  the 
parish  priest  who  is  always  moving  about  amongst  the 
people,  have  you  looked  at  this  proposed  extension  ? — 
I have. 

234.  From  your  knowledge  cf  the  situation  of  Holy- 
wood  and  the  surrounding  district,  do  you  think  that 
the  extension  now  proposed, and  with  the  addition  I have 
suggested  would  be  a fair  line  of  boundary? — I think 
rt  would.  We  propose  to  carry  it  to  the  road,  that  passes 
Mrs.  Ireland’s  property,  and  I.  think  it  would  be  unfair 
to  make  that  boundary  without  making  four  hundred 
feet  beyond  it  the  boundary  for  the  people,  and  the  other 
side  would  derive  all  the  advantages  from  it,  and  we 
would  have  to  pay  for  everything  and  they  would  enjoy 


the  advantages.  For  instance  in  the  Croft  we  have  our 
lamps  so  arranged  that  they  shine  down  the  Croft,  and 
rich  people  living  there  in  palaces  don’t  pay  one 
farthing. 

235.  How  far  would  you  propose  to  take  it  to  the 
west,  beyond  the  gate  of  the  Bishop’s  palace?—  I think 
300  feet  beyond  it  would  he  a fair  boundary.  Most 
of  the  rivers  in  Holywood  have  been  polluted  by 
sewage  matter.  I remember  a case  brought  here 
before  the  Magistrates,  it  was  brought  by  Mr.  Barry, 
against  a Mr.  O’Neill,  for  letting  sewage  matter  run 
into  the  Mile  river  as  it  is  called  ; and  every  other 
person  is  complaining  in  the  same  way. 

236.  Mr.  Exhah. — If  the  Commissioners  became  the 
Urban  Sanitary  Authority  over  the  increased  district, 
do  you  think  the  sanitary  arrangements  would  be 
improved  ? — Very  much  improved. 

237.  Have  you  heard  my  suggestion  about  this 
extended  district  and  the  differential  rate? — Yes. 

238.  Do  you  think  one-half  would  be  too  mnch  for 
these  people  to  pay  for  all  these  advantages? — Perhaps 
there  should  be  a second  division,  a district  extending 
down  to  Cultra  Station  or  some  place  in  that  direction, 
which  naturally  should  pay  a very  largo  proportion  of 
what  we  arc  paying  in  the  town,  and  beyond  that  they 
should  pay  less. 

239.  Up  to  the  present,  the  tenant  has  paid  only 
one-fourth  the  rate  on  the  valuation-  of  his  land  ; now 
it  is  proposed  to  make  the  landlord  pay  his  proportion, 
do  you  think  it  would  be  fair  to  make  the  landlord  pay 
one-fourth,  and  the  tenant  a fourth,  that  would  make  a 
half  ? —I  think  now,  when  we  in  this  country  have  to 
pay  Americans  for  bread  stuffs,  if  a gentleman  who  has 
fifty  acres  of  land,  instead  of  turning  it  into  market 
gardens,  keeps  it  under  trees  and  in  beautiful  greens, 
it  is  fair  that  he  should  pay  to  the  general  public  a 
proportion.  It  is  his  own  business  whether  he  has  it 
the  one  way  or  the  other. 

240.  What  is  the  advantage  to  land  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  a town  in  comparison  to  land  that  is  a 
distance  removed  ? — It  is  let  from  .£20  to  £10  an  aero 
for  buihling  purposes. 

241.  Wbat  is  paid  for  gardens,  Ac.? — I believe 
the  farmers  pay  from  £4  to  £5  an  acre  for  land 
that  is  turned  into  grazing  ground,  and  the  town 
of  Holywood  is  in  a state  of  starvation  at  present,  for 
what  is  turned  into  grazing  ground  which  the  poor 
formerly  worked  ou  the  cou-acre  system,  and  with  tbu 
potatoes  they  grew  they  could  pay  their  debts,  that  is 
all  turned  into  grazing,  and  in  the  meantime,  the  people 
of  Holywood  are  starving  ; what  I want  to  show  is 
that  these  places  go  for  £4  or  £5  or  more  an  acre,  ami 
if  they  were  not  near  Holywood,  they  would  be  worth 
only  about  25s.  an  acre. 

242.  Mr.  Ward. — Dr.  Dunlop,  you  referred  to  two 
roads  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Marino  that  you  thought 
the  Commissioners  should  deal  with,  would  yon  he 
surprised  to  learn  thatthese  two  roads  are  leased  as  a right 
of  way  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  villas  at  Marino  and 
neighbourhood,  and  no  one  else  has  a right  to  put  a 
foot  on  them  ? 

Dr.  Dunlop. — I don’t  think  that  by  any  possibility 


uch  could  be  the  case.  _ _ 

243.  Why  not  %— Because  I don’t  believe  it  is. 

2 U 2 


Her.  Sir. 
O'Lavtfrty,  p.p. 
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• 243.  Do  you  know  where  my  gate  is — did  you  ever 

'•  see  agate  across  the  road  at  Mr.  Barborn’s  lodge? — I 
did.  Is  not  that  gate  removed  ? 

,r  Mr.  Ward. — No ; and  I mean  to  have  it  there. 

Dr.  Dunlap. — There  is  no  gate  on  the  other  road. 

Mr.  Ward. — I agree  with  you  that  the  other  road  is 
a bad  road. 

Dr.  Dunlop. — And  so  is  yours. 

244.  Mr.  Ward.— No ; it  is  a nice  road.  Do  you 
know  that  the  other  road  is  reserved  by  the  owner  of 
the  Cultra  estate,  for  the  use  of  the  farmers  drawing 
seaweed  from  the  foreshore  ? — I know  it  is  an  almost 
impassable  road  ; I have  to  get  down  ofF  my  car  and 
walk  down  it. 

245.  You  refer  to  the  road  at  Barborn’s  house? — It 
is  the  only  entrance  to  Farm  Hill  and  the  Coastguard 
Station,  and  used  by  the  public. 

246.  And  used  by  the  Coastguard  and  public  ? — It 
is  used  by  the  public,  and  I never  heard  of  any  one 
being  stopped  there. 

247.  Is  there  not  a footpath  for  the  use  of  the 
people  in  Farm  Hill  and  the  Coastguard  Station  ? — It 
may  be  according  to  your  ideas  a well-kept  road,  but 
it  seems  to  me  uncommonly  bad. 

Mr.  Ward. — My  object  is  to  show  that  they  are 
private  roads. 

Mr.  Exiiau. — Then  the  Commissioners  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  them. 

Mr.  Ward.  —No  person  has  a right  on  these  roads 
except 

Mr.  Crau-ford. — It  is  enough  to  assume  that  they  are 
private  roads. 

Mr.  Ward. — Then  the  Grand  Jury  have  nothing  to 
do  with  them. 

Mr.  Exham. — Some  people  in  this  country  have 
queer  notions  as  to  what  are  roads. 

248.  Mr.  Ward. — You  say  that  the  feeling  of  the 
people  here  is,  that  there  should  be  an  extension  of  the 
boundary  ? 

Rev.  Mr.  O'Laverty. — Certainly. 

249.  How  was  that  feeling  ascertained,  by  public 
meeting  or  otherwise? — In  passing  througli  amongst 
the  people  no  person  could  know  better  thau  I do  their 
opinions,  and  I know  that  the  general  feeling  is  in 
favour  of  the  extension. 

250.  As  regards  these  people  getting  certain  advan- 
tages and  benefits  for  which  they  contribute  nothing, 
do  you  remember  that  it  was  proposed  to  extend  the 
area  of  taxation  for  water  purposes ; do  you  remember 
Captain  Harrison  proposed  it  at  a public  meeting,  and 
a vote  was  carried  against  any  extension  ? — I do,  but 
you  must  remember  that  that  meeting  was  largely 
composed  of  the  people  outside,  and  that  it  was^he 
outside  people  that  swamped  the  town. 

Mr.  M' Lean. — It  was  a packed  meeting. 
if1".  ^T-1*  was  ca^e^  by  public  advertisement 
so  that  all  had  a right  to  attend. 

Dr.  Dunlop. — And  the  people  of  Holywood  did  not 
attend  in  the  number  that  they  attended  from  the 
outside  district,  and  the  vote  was  given  against  it.  It 
was  shown  that  they  would  have  a good  supply  of 
water,  aud  the  Cultra  people  said  they  were  about 
erecting  a reservoir  down  at  Cultra  to  supply  the  villas 
there;  what  was  the  fact  ?— That  the  reservoir  was  not 
sumcient  for  the  one  house  it  was  erected  for. 

251.  Has  there  been  any  public  meeting  of  the 


inhabitants  of  Holywood  culled  by  tl.o  „ 
inissioners  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  tl,e  i»Lv, 
were  in  favour  of  the  proposed  extension 
there  lets  Leon  no  pnhl.e  meeting  convened,  hecan,.  ,£ 
Commissioners  are  the  representatives  of  the  m0‘i. 
and  are  the  mouthpiece  of  the  public,  aud  nonePoF il ' 
ratepayers  carao  to  object.  01  t le 

252.  Was  there  any  public  notice  whatever  given  to 
the  part.es  residing  outs.de  the  township  of  Holywood 
of  tins  proposed  extension  ?— Yes,  by  public  nodi  - 

the  paper,  and  by  placards.  J P™nc  not.ee  m 

253.  Posted  where  ?— Along  the  roads. 

254  Has  any  notice  whatever  been  given  by  the 
Town  Comm.ss.oners  of  Holywood  to  the  inhabitants  of 
these  outlying  districts  of  their  intention  to  annex 
them  ?-It  was  not  necessary.  This  Commission  com  * 
down  here  to  find  out  what  should  be  done. 

255.  How  can  you,  in  your  individual  person,  speak 

for  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Holywood  I Lv, 
explained  it.  ave 

256.  Mr.  Exham.— I asked  him  this  question— from 
your  knowledge  ol  the  people  from  going  about  amongst 
them,  can  you  say  there  is  a feeling  in  favour  of  the 
extension  ? He  answered,  he  could  say  that  there  was 
Tlieu  we  have  the  parish  priest,  and  he  is  a good 
authority,  stating  the  same  thing.  If  the  people  outL'de 
knew  what  the  proposition  now  is,  I think  it  very  likely 
you  would  liavea  meeting  to  morrow,  andeveryouewould 
be  desirous  of  coming  in.  They  are,  according  to  Mr 
Anderson  paying  Is.  10 d.  for  county  rate, but  he  says 

we  can  do  the  work  for  lOd”;  therefore  there  will  be 
a saving  of  Is.  in  every  £1  within  the  boundary  in 
respect  of  the  county  rale.  Then  the  proposal  is  to 
make  them  pay  in  lieu  of  the  improvement  rate  sixpence: 
and  to  divide  even  that  between  landlord  and  tenant. 
If  this  was  done  they  would  benefit  to  the  evtent  of 
9a.  m the  £1  on  the  whole,  and  if  the  people  knew  this, 
you  would  have  them  saying,  “Oh,  if  that  is  the  case, 
bring  us  in  by  all  means.”  So  that  you  see  it  comes  to 
the  question  of  taxation. 

256.  Mr.  Ward. — Now,  Mr.  O’Laverty,  I think  you 
based  your  opinion  that  there  should  be  an  extension 
on  the  fact  that  there  are  churches  in  Holywood? — 
Yes,  that  amongst  others. 

257.  You  think  it  a great  hardship  to  have  these 
churches  lighted  in  the  evenings  for  people  who  come 
from  outside? — Yes. 

258.  And  on  that  account  you  would  like  to  tax  the 
parties  outside.  Now,  don’t  you  think  those  parties 
are  sufficiently  taxed  when  they  support  their  own 
clergy  ? — They  are  paying  so  much,  but  when  coming 
to  the  church  they  are  going  through  Holywood, 
deriving  advantage  from  the  light 

259.  Don’t  you  think  that  is  more  a matter  for  each 
congregation  to  do?  What  will  you  do  with  those  who 
don  t go  to  church,  and  I know  some  who  cannot  stand 
it  more  than  once  a fortnight  ?— The  churches  are  there 
for  them. 

260.  Now,  you  spoke  of  Marino  foreshore — did  you 
ever  see  a nicer  foreshore  in  your  life? — I was  past  it 
the  other  day  and  there  was  a dead  animal  lying  there, 
and  from  the  seaweed  there  was  a fearful  stench.  I 
said  when  I went  down  why  doesn’t  some  one  see  to 
this  sort  of  thing,  bnt  nobody  does  and  I suppose 
nobody  will. 


Mr.  William  Weather  all  examined  by 

property  in  Holylon”  I wmU^knowff  thTs'eltelf  H MS-'  Wel1’,  v41**  *louI?  .¥  T0”  °'-n  <MnS',  fot  if 
sion  is  carried  out,  if  the  Commissioners  chooTe to t i H*ere  “ »1PubI‘0  fee*  of  your  houses, 

onlv  can  they  charge  the  full  tax? I i,„  °°Se  to ^’gbt  you  would  be  bound  under  the  Public  Health  Act  to 

»ak.  ao.„,«io.  ,ithit._There  is  n.  sewer. 

many  years,  and  they  have  been  pay  inn  tl,*  f„iT  £ben  you  are  bound  to  dram  7our  1,ouses  loto  E°“‘c 

rate  all  the  time  aid  never aJSLSTS  ft™4™*1  «•  P°ols,  and  the  rural  authority  if 

sewered,  and  yet  they  demand  the  full  payment  T y°U  dld  not.do  tbat  afc  your  own  cost’  were  bound  *° 
suspect  other  people  are  in  the  same  fix  P 7 1 serve  7?u  with  a notice,  and  if  you  did  not  attend  to 

261  Have  thev  never  o v ' „ , the  notice,  they  should  have  done  it.  themselves  and 

or«werS  7 °'ne7e'cI““ed  barged  you  with  the  cost.  Ton  were  bonnd  to  make 

properly  constructed  cess  pools  that  would  not  allow  of 
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tbe  slightest  leakage  and  well  covered  in,  and  if  you 
did  not  do  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  rural  sanitary 
authority,  that  was  the  guardians  up  to  these  last  few 
months,  and  now  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners to  compel  you  to  do  this  with  every  single 
house  you  have. 

That  has  been  already  done  but  at  private  expense. 

Witness — They  charge  an  improvement  rate. 

Mr.  Exham.— The  sewers  have  nothing  whatever  to 
say  to  the  improvement  rate.  The  improvement  rate 
is  for  other  purposes. 

Witness.— If  there  is  no  scavenging  done  1 

Mr.  Exham. — Then  you  ought  to  compel  the  Com- 
missioners to  have  it  done. 

Witness. — My  houses  are  better  sewered  that  any  in 
the  town.  I want  to  know  if  the  Commissioners  or  any 
other  body  have  the  right  to  send  the  whole  of  the 
sewage  matter  from  this  populous  town  down  at  one 
point,  and  thus  cause  all  the  nuisance  to  the  town.  They 
send  it  down  within  a few  yards  of  the  foot  of  the  street. 

Mr  Exiiam. — I am  not  at  liberty  to  give  an  opinion, 
but  if  any  persons  commit  a nuisance  you  can  indict 
them. 

Witness. — Oh,  then  we  will  be  at  it;  we  can  leave  it 
to  any  impartial  tribunal  that  the  great  cause  of  the 
nuisance  is  the  deposit  of  the  nuisance  from  the  town ; 
when  it  blows  from  the  south  west  and  the  novt-east, 
we  get  it  both  ways. 

263.  Mr.  Exham. — What  do  you  think  about  extend- 
ing the  district? — I think  if  it  was  carried  out 
judiciously  that  it  would  be  well ; but,  if  they  attempt 
to  do  with  the  people  outside  as  they  have  done  with 
us  inside,  I would  call  it  levying  black  mail. 

J ames  Lennox. — I am  a large  ratepayer. 


264.  Mr.  Exham. —Have  you  considered  the  question 
of  the  extension  of  the  boundary  here  ? — I have. 

265.  Is  it  fair  and  just  that  the  boundary  should  be 
extended  ?— Very  just;  a great  many  people  are  derivin'* 
benefit  from  the  taxes  of  Holywood  who  contribute 
nothing  to  it. 

266.  Do  the  people  in  this  extended  district  make 
use  of  the  town  largely  ?— Some  people  use  the  town 
daily,  and  the  Town  Hall  often  for  their  own  private 
accommodation. 

267.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  fair  that  those  parties 
outside  should  be  made  to  pay  half  the  rate,  and  that 
divided  between  landlord  and  tenant  as  long  as  they  do 
not  get  all  the  advantages  of  those  inside?— I think  if 
the  outlying  parties  paid  a differential  rate  of  one-third 
divided  between  landlord  and  tenant  equally,  it  would 
do.  I think  Mr.  Anderson  made  a remark  about  voting. 
I would  not  fall  in  with  his  way  of  voting. 

268.  Captain  Harrison. — Do  you  mean  one-third  for 
land  and  houses? — Yes. 

269.  Mr.  Ward. — Where  there  was  no  landlord  what 
would  become  of  your  theory  ?— Ho  would  be  a happy 
man  who  had  no  landlord.  He  should  just  pay  the 
whole. 

270.  And  you  would  like  him  to  pay  it  without 
corresponding  advantage  ?— I would  allow  him  to  use 
tlie  town  as  much  as  he  liked,  and  also,  the  Town  Hall 
for  private  parties,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 

271.  I dare  say  they  paid  for  the  Town  Hall  f — We 
support  the  Hall. 

Mr.  Moote. — Are  you  not  aware  that  the  outside 
people  contribute  towards  it? — I subscribed,  and  my 
brother  subscribed  £25. 


Holywood, 
-Vor.  24,  18T9. 

Mr.  William 
Wcathcrall. 


Mr.  James 


Mr.  George  M'Cann  examined. 


I would  approve  ol  the  extension  of  the  boundary. 

272.  Mr.  Exham Do  you  know  tbe  proposal  to 

take  in  Miss  Ireland’s  and  Captain  Harrison’s  to  tlie 
townland  boundary,  on  the  Cultra  side ; would  you 
think  that  a reasonable  extension  ? — I do.  I have  had 
an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  the  people  of  Holywood 
on  this  matter,  and  I have  never  heard  any  objection 
except  from  those  outside.  I think  on  the  grounds  of 
justice  that  there  should  be  an  extension.  The  people 
use  this  land  very  largely  for  market  produce,  and  as  a 
necessary  consequence  the  land  lets  higher  near  Holy- 
wood  than  if  it  were  further  away. 

273.  Mr.  Ward — Would  you  go  up  to  the  mountain 
where  Captain  Harrison  lives  ? — I don’t  think  there  is 
a mountain  there. 

274.  Would  you  not  like  to  go  out  and  lake  in  Mr. 
Black  and  Mr.  Valentine? 

Mr.  Exham. — Mr.  Black  wants  to  be  taken  into 
Belfast. 

Mr.  M‘Cann.—l  would  not  go  further  than  Captain 
Harrison’s. 

275.  Now  tell  the  Commissioners  what  advantage 


they  will  gain  for  it  ? — If  it  cost  more,  I would  suffer 
the  cost,  if  I was  an  outsider. 

276.  Just  for  tbe  pleasure  of  being  in  it  ? 

Witness. — Yes,  and  I would  like  to  be  lighted. 

Mr.  Robert  Carlile.— I am  a ratepayer,  and  I am  in 
favour  of  the  extension  as  proposed,  on  the  grounds 
spoken  of  by  the  other  witnesses. 

Mr.  James  Marlin.  —I  would  approve  of  the  extension 
also.  I am  a ratepayer  and  owner  of  house  property 
in  the  town ; and  I think  there  is  not  one  of  the  out- 
siders that  would  not  derive  as  much  benefit  as  I do. 
Although  I pay  the  full  rate,  I have  not  a footpath  up 
to  my  own  door. 

Mr.  James  Aloore. — I am  in  favour  of  an  extension, 
but  not  so  far  as  is  suggested  by  others.  I would  stop  at 
Cultra  Station,  but  I would  not  go  down  to  the  town- 
land  boundary  beyond.  I have  to  keep  up  my  own 
roads  myself.  Holywood  can  give  me  no  benefit  in  the 
wide  world,  except  sending  a lot  of  idle  vagabonds 
every  Sunday  tramping  over  the  place,  so  that  we  have 
to  keep  a man  to  keep  them  off. 

The  Commissioners  then  adjourned  till  the  next  day. 


Mr.  George 
St' Cana. 


HOLYWOOD. — NOVEMBER  25,  1879. 


277.  Mr.  Exham.  q.  c.,  said  he  had  just  been  over 
the  road  alluded  tc  on  the  previous  day  by  Mr.  M'Lean, 
and  he  must  confess  he  would  be  afraid  to  go  up  it  on 
a dark  night. 

278.  Mr.  M‘Lean. — It  has  been  left  there  in  that 
state  for  two  years.  The  road  is  in  good  order,  so  far 
as  the  surface  goes,  but  it  is  the  making  and  formation 
of  the  road  that  is  to  be  complained  of. 

279.  Mr.  Exham. — This  is  not  a matter  of  keeping 
the  road  up,  it  is  a matter  of  the  original  construction. 
The  footway  is,  at  least,  two  feet  under  the  centre  of 
the  road,  the  road  oeing  cut  down  sharp  towards  it. 


280.  Mr.  Anderson. — I want  to  explain  the  calcu" 
lations  based  on  the  presentment  hooks  that  I gave 
yesterday.  I brought  down  here  the  copies  of  the 
Grand  Jury  warrants  for  the  summer  of  1878,  and  the 
spring  of  1879-  The  valuation  of  Holywood  is  £ 12,000 
in  round  numbers,  and  the  cess  for  the  last  five  years 
averaged  Is.  lid.  It  has  been  Is.  lOd.  and  2s.,  and 
the  amount  paid  hy  the  town  was  .£1,150.  I did  no.- 
make  any  deduction  for  what  is  not  collected  but  I see 
it  is  a small  amount ; the  warrant  shows  some  .£150 
or  .£200,  but  in  round  numbers  the  annual  sum  as  I 
have  said  is  .£1,150.  There  lias  been  expended  on  th  - 
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Hoi.rv'ooD.  township  in  roads  and  crossings,  and  so  forth,  some- 
Xov.  as,  1879.  where  about  .£220  a year ; according  to  these  warrants 
it  amounts  to  £223,  and  I would  be  happy  for  any 
gentleman  to  correct  me  for  I want  to  be  set  right. 
The  county-at-large  expenses  for  these  two  half-years 
has  been  £23,339.  Our  proportion  would  be  a 7f  d.  rate 
all  over,  and  £223  that  we  get  for  roads  would  be  a 
4|d.  rate,  so  that  these  two  added  together  makes  our 
actual  expenditure — 7f d.  and  4 \d.  that  is  12 ^d. 

281.  Mr.  Exham. — It  would  appear  from  this  that 
except  the  roads  outside  the  district  proposed  to  be 
brought  in  would  cost  more  than  those  inside,  which 
is  contrary  to  the  experience  I have  had  eleswhere. 
There  would  be  a practical  saving  to  the  people  outside 
of  1 Od.  in  the  pound. 

282.  Mr.  Anderson. — I wish  also  to  say  the  valua- 
tion of  the  whole  of  this  eastern  part  that  is  proposed 
to  be  taken  in  by  the  Town  Commissioners,  for  houses 
and  lands  is  £3,553,  and  I am  the  owner  of  one-twelfth 
part  of  the  whole  of  it,  and  I am  quite  favourable  to 
its  being  taken  in. 

283.  Mr.  Crawford. — You  don’t  assume  yourself  to 
be  the  owner  of  one-twelfth  of  the  area. 

284.  Mr.  Anderson. — I am,  of  property  which  will 
pay  one-twelfth  of  the  rate  that  will  come  out  of  it. 

285.  Rev.  Mr.  O'  Lircrty. — I find  from  conversation 
with  several  persons,  yesterday  evening  and  this  morn- 
ing, that  they  think  the  boundary  should  go  westward 
towards  Belfast,  about  the  same  distance  as  eastward. 
They  believe  that  it  would  be  a sad  inconvenience  to 
have  a portion  lying  there  between  the  two  towns 
under  the  Grand  Jury.  Of  course  Belfast  is  certain 
to  extend,  and  I believe  Holywood  will  be  a sort  of 
county  in  itself ; and  consequently  Holywood  district 
should  be  extended  about  the  same  distance  westward 
as  eastward,  namely  about  Gamerville,  to  which  Belfast 
would  come  up. 

286.  Mr.  Exiiasi. — The  proposal  in  Belfast  is  to  take 
in  down  to  the  Sydenham  station — would  your  pro- 
posal be  to  go  as  far  as  Sydenham  ? — Rev.  Mr.  O'Laverty. 


287 .  Mr.  Exham. — So  that  there  should  be  no  hiatus  1 
— Rev.  Mr.  O'Laverty. — It  is  the  general  opinion  that 
that  should  be  the  natural  boundary  between  the  two 


288.  Mr.  Exham. — You  say  the  opinion  is  that  the 
whole  shore  is  likely  to  be  largely  built  upon,  if  so,  in 
your  opinion,  would  it  be  judicious  to  leave  a gap 
which  would  probably  be  no  man’s  land  1 — I think  not. 

289.  What  would  be  the  actual  diflerence  from  the 
present  western  boundary  up  to  Sydenham?— Captain 
Harrison — about  one  mile  and  a half.  From  the  pre- 
sent boundary. 

290.  Mr.  Richard  Patterson.— I was  unable  to  be 
here  yesterday,  but  reading  in  the  papers  that  it  was 
stated  the  Town  Commissioners  were  unanimous  in 
agreeing  about  the  extension  of  a certain  boundary 
towards  Cultra,  I think  it  right  to  put  myself  in  a 
proper  light.  I was  present  at  the  meeting  referred  to 
I did  not  agree  with  my  brother  Commissioners  and  I 
think  it  is  necessary,  it  having  been  stated  that  we 
were  unanimous,  that  I should  come  down  here  and 
contradict  that  statement. 

291.  Mr.  Exham.— What  is  your  idea  with  regard 
to  the  extension? — 

292.  Mr.  Patterson. — There  was  a scheme  originally 
drawn  out  by  our  Chairman,  Mr.  Anderson — I don’t 
know  whether  he  submitted  that  scheme  or  not— but 
towards  Ctdta.  side  we  tame  down  by  Ballymeaocl 
hedge— that  scheme  I heartily  approved  off.  On  the 
western  side  we  went  down  to  the  shore  past  Mi- 
Gray  s house ; on  the  Belfast  side  I would  go  by  the 
road  that  lies  between  Miss  Ireland’s  house  and  the 
Bishops  property.  I would  run  up  to  Captoin 
Harrisons  house,  not  taking  in  his  avenue  or  house 
until  we  come  to  our  own  boundary  at  the  top.  ’ 

293.  Mr.  Exham.— Then  you  are  not  for  taking  in 
Marino  or  Cultra,  or  forgoing  down  to  the  town  land 
boundary  by  Craigavad  ? — 

294.  Mr.  Patterson.— I don’t  object  to  going  any 
distance  provided  you  don’t  ask  the  people  to  pay  for 


any  portion  of  it.  It  would  be  unreasonable  if  we  w 
two  or  three  stations  down  the  line  and  asked  *? 
people  to  contribute  any  portion  of  our  rates  who  * 
only  two  or  three  time*  in  Holywood  in  the  ’yeir  “5 
you  ore  looting  forwnrd  to  future  extension  or  mt; 
any  extension  from  the  comity  that  wonldbea  diflijw 
matter  altogether. 

295.  Dr.  Dunlop. — That’s  the  very  thin*  we  a» 
considering  and  the  very  thing  « e want. 

296.  Mr.  Patterson— There  is  unexceptional  circum 

stance  to  be  regarded  here,  a line  of  railway  WP 
have  a station  at  Marino  and  if  the  people  don’t  come 
to  Holywood  and  don’t  make  nse  of  our  town  him* 
why  should  they  pay  for  it.  1 ‘ 


297.  Mr.  Exham. — The  Parish  Priest  hereyesterd-iv 
stated  that  within  the  district  proposed  to  be  brouriit 
in  there  are  congregations  of  Roman  Catholics  who  all 
come  into  Holywood  to  attend  their  place  of  worship- 
the  same  occurs  with  the  Protestant  parishioners,  thev 
cometo  Holywood  to  theii-places  of  worship— the  places 
of  worship  being  all  concentrated  in  Holywood.  They 
have  their  schools  here  also ; they  come  for  amusement  • 
many  of  them  come  in  to  go  to  the  station  and  use  the 
town  in  that  way.  It  is  said  it  is  for  them  advantage 
that  they  should  have  the  town  to  use,  but  that  they 
should  not  have  it  lighted  and  kept  clean  for  them 
altogether  by  the  ratepayers  in  the  town.  That  is  the 
argument  put  forward  in  every  other  place.  The  people 
have  the  lights  and  they  use  the  lights,  and  it  is  for 
their  benefit  that  the  flagw-ays  should  be  seaveu  *ed 
and  cleaned  and  the  town  should  be  sewered  so  as  to 
keep  it  as  healthy  as  possible— that  is  all  for  then- 
benefit  and  they  accept  it,  but  they  say  “don’t  ask  us 
to  pay  for  it;  we  will  be  glad  to  accept  the  benefit 
but  we  won’t  take  any  weight  upon  our  own  shoulders 
in  payment.”  That’s  not  the  view  however  that  the 
legislature  sends  us  here  for,  because  to  make  one  report 
for  Queenstown,  one  for  Bandon,  one  for  Ballymena, 
one  for  Carrickfergus — could  not  be  done,  we  must  net 
on  some  general  principle,  and  the  general  principle 
seems  to  me,  as  far  as  I can  see,  to  be  wherever  the 
land  is  admitted  to  be  exceptionally  valuable  on  account 
of  proximity  to  a town,  and  especially  if  it  isa  suburban 
building  district,  whether  it  should  not  be  brought  in 
at  least  on  a differential  rate.  A nd  then  comes  another 
question,  whether  in  these  townships  it  would  be  advis- 
able, as  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  thinks,  to 
have  an  undivided  authority  managing  the  affairs  of 
the  townships,  and  further,  that  no  town  with  Jess  than 
3,000,  inhabitants  should  have  the  privilege  of  being  a 
township  at  all. 

298.  Mr.  Patterson. — My  statement  refers  only  to 
the  town  rate.  You  have  laid  great  stress  on  the  ad- 
vantage the  farmers  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
have,  of  disposing  of  their  produce  in  Holywood.  My 
experience  is,  I have  bought  farm  produce,  hay,  straw, 
and  oats,  and  I find  I can  buy  these  things  cheaper  in 
the  Belfast  market,  and  cart  them  down,  than  I can 
in  Holywood. 

299.  Mr.  Exham. — That  is  in  the  case  of  farm 
produce,  but  take  the  case  of  market  gardeners,  who 
sell  vegetables  at  your  doors,  as  well  as  milk  and 
butter  and  poultry  and  all  those  small  things— you 
could  not  get  your  milk  every  morning  and  evening 
from  Belfast. 

309.  Dr.  Dunlop. — Mr.  Patterson  is  exceptionally 
situated ; he  has  milk  himself  and  he  keeps  no  horse. 

301.  Mr.  Patterson. — With  regard  to  the  lighting, 
it  is  little  matter  when  a man  is  driving  in  his  cart, 
whether  he  is  lighted  half  a mile  or  two  miles  through 
the  darkness.  Tf  we  go  to  Belfast  they  don’t  ask  us 
to  pay  for  their  light. 

302.  Mr.  Exham. — One  of  the  arguments  in  Dublin 
about  the  townships  is  that  they  use  Dublin  streets 
so  much. 


303.  Mr.  M‘Lean. — Mr.  Patterson  is  one  of  the 
largest  ratepayers  in  Belfast — we  must  take  facts  as 
they  are — I am  a ratepayer  in  Belfast  and  the  majority 
of  the  people  that  I know  going  down  by  the  train, 
are  ratepayers  in  Belfast. 

£04.  Mr.  Patterson. — There  are  a large  number  of 
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people  who  don’t  pay  rates  in  Belfast  living  in  Holy- 
wood. 

305.  Mr.  M'Lean. — They  don’t  go  up  to  town  then? 

306.  Mr.  Patterson. — They  do. 

307.  Mr.  Exham. — Suppose  that  you  were  satisfied 
there  would  be  a saving  to  these  people  if  the  roads 
were  taken  up,  and  the  management  put  under  one 
undivided  authority,  what  would  be  your  view — 
because,  except  there  is  some  great  mistake  in  Mr. 
Anderson’s  figures,  it  comes  to  this — at  present  the 
people  there,  both  the  occupiers  of  land  and  houses, 
are  paying  county  cess  at  Is.  lid.  in  the  pound  on 
the  average  each  year.  The  same  work  that  is  done 
by  the  county  can,  Mr.  Anderson  says,  he  done  by 
the  Town  Commissioners  for  12 \d.,  so  that  there  would 
be  a saving  of  10|d.  to  the  people,  if  brought  in,  and 
if  the  Town  Commissioners  took  up  the  roads.  The 
highest  that,  by  the  law  as  it  stands,  could  be  put  on 
the  people,  we  recommending  the  differential  rate  and 
bringing  them  in,  would  be  G d.  for  improvement  rate, 
so  that  there  is  a saving  of  5f  cl.  to  every  ratepayer  and 
occupier  in  that  district,  and  a further  saving  of  3 d. 
in  the  pound  to  the  occupier  if  the  landlord  is  made 
liable  for  the  half  of  that  6 d. — would  that  alter  your 
view? 

308.  Mx-.  Patterson. — I am  sure  all  the  outsiders 
will  be  glad  to  come  in  if  you  reduce  their  taxation. 

309.  Mr.  Exham. — It  is  a question  altogether  of 
taxation.  The  insiders  want  to  bring  them  in,  and 
the  outsiders  don’t  want  to  be  brought  in  if  the 
taxation  is  increased.  In  every  place  they  said,  “ if 
there  is  a saving  bring  us  in,  and  if  not,  don’t,”  so  that 
it  comes  to  a question  of  figures. 

310.  Mr.  Ward. — Mr.  Patterson,  was  that  scheme 
that  you  approved  of,  the  one  the  Commissioners 
approved  of  themselves,  stopping  at  Ballymenock  ? 

311.  Mr.  Patterson It  was  Mr.  Anderson’s 

scheme. 

312.  Have  they,  by  resolution,  approved  of  the 
proposed  scheme  that  they  now  submit  ? — There  was 
no  resolution  come  to  at  all ; we  were  divided  in 
opinion,  and  before  we  separated  it  was  more  conver- 
sation than  debate. 

313.  Mr.  Exham. — We  have  the  minute  entered  on 


the  book  hero.  It  is  as  follows.  This  is  the  adjourned  HoinrooD. 
monthly  meeting  of  the  Commissioners : — . yor,  35,  j87», 

“Alter  a lengthened  discussion  regarding  the  propriety 
of  extending  the  boundary  of  the  town,  with  an  Ordnance 
map  of  the  district  before  them,  it  was  finally  agreed 
to  unanimously,  that  the  Town  Commissioners  should 
recommend,  at  the  forthcoming  visit  of  the  Boundary 
Commissioners,  an  extension  of  the  boundary  westward,  to 
include  the  whole  of  the  Kinnegar,  the  Holywood  House 
grounds  within  the  road  to  Knocfenagoneny,  and  Captain 
Harrison’s  drive  up  to  the  wood,  and  across’below  same  to 
the  present  boundary;  and  on  the  eastern  side  to  include 
those  portions  of  Bally  menocli  included  by  the  road  behind 
Mr.  Blackwood’s  and"  Mr.  Gregg’s  to  the  Creighton-green 
on  Cultra-road,  then  down  same  to  the  Holywood"  and 
Bangor-road,  and  along  same  to  the  road  leading  to  Bally- 
caltra  station,  and  down  same  and  the  Eastern  Circular-road 
to  the  sea,  as  shown  more  particularly  on  map.” 

314.  Mr.  Patterson. — Those  minutes  have  not  yet 
been  confirmed,  and  I wish  also  to  state  that  that 
memorandum  was  written  after  the  Commissioners 
had  left  the  room. 

315.  Mr.  Exham. — It  appear  s there  were  only  five 
present. 

316.  Mr.  Anderson. — There  were  two  vacancies  and 
one  absent.  As  Chairman,  I must  say  this,  that  I 
looked  upon  Mr.  Patterson’s  objection  as  a very 
trivial  one.  He  did  not  say,  “I  don't  agree  with 
this,”  or  make  any  statement,  he  merely  said,  “ Well, 

F don’t  think  it  would  be  right  to  go  so  far,”  some 
objection  of  that  kind,  and  there  was  not  at  all  an 
emphatic  objection. 

317.  Mr.  Exham. — If  there  was  such  an  impression 
as  that  the  proposition  was  adopted  unanimously,  it  is 
corrected  now.  Mr.  Patterson  does  not  approve  of 
the  further  extension. 

318.  Mr.  Crato/ord. — With  regard  to  Ballymenoeh 

demesne,  you  will  see  where  the  Commissioners  are 
talking  about  taking  it  in  at  the  present  time 

319.  Mr.  Exham. — There  is  nothing  in  our  warrant 
enabling  us  to  recommend  that  a certain  portion 
should  be  taken  in  now,  with  power  to  the  Commis- 
sioners to  take  in  more  afterwards  at  their  pleasure. 

320.  Mr.  Crawford. — Quite  so.  Mr.  Hanson  is 
here,  who  is  agent  for  Mr.  Gregg,  and  if  you  please 
we  will  deal  with  Ballymenoeh  first. 


Mr.  John  Hanson  examined. 


321.  I don’t  know  what  advantage  can  be  derived 
by  Ballymenoeh,  unless  what  light  would  be  emitted 
from  three  or  four  lamps  up  tbe  road.  There  is  one 
portion  laid  off  for  building  purposes,  and  I have  no 
objection  that  that  should  be  included,  but  I should 
and  do  object  very  strongly  to  the  whole  demesne 
being  taken  in.  It  is  a private  residence,  and  taxing 
it  to  the  amount  of  sixpence  would  bring  it  up  to 
£23,  £24,  or  £25. 

322.  Mr.  Crawford. — Are  these  adjoining  lands 
used  for  market  gardens? 

323.  Mr.  Hanson. — No. 

324.  And  they  don’t  sell  produce  in  Holywood  ? — 
No. 

325.  Mr.  Exham. — Does  Mr.  Gregg  own  the  portion 
towards  the  east,  as  well  as  the  demesne  lands? — 
Yes. 

326.  Has  he  all  that  in  his  own  hands? — Yes,  he 
has  146£  acres  in  his  occupation. 

327.  What  is  the  value  of  the  agricultural  land 
outside  the  demesne  ? — £2  an  acre. 

328.  Mr.  M‘Lean. — Is  there  any  of  it  let? 

329.  Mr.  Hanson. — A portion  down  at  the  shore. 

330.  Mr.  Crawford. — A part  behind  the  demesne 
is  let.  If  yon  want  to  test  the  agricultural  value  of 
it — the  ground  at  the  back  of  the  demesne  is  in  the 
hands  of  tenants  of  Mr.  Gregg,  who  holds  the  town- 
land  of  Ballymenoeh,  500  odd  acres,  146  of  which  he 
keeps  in  his  own  hands — if  you  want  to  know  the 
agricultural  value  of  the  land,  what  the  tenants  are 
paying  for  what  they  hold  as  tenant  farmers  is  a fair 
test. 


331.  Mr.  Hanson. — It  is  let  for  £2  an  acre.  Mr. 
Gregg  is  not  a resident  in  this  house ; he  has  it  let 
to  Mr.  Crawford. 

332.  Mr.  Exham. — Is  this  portion  here  (indicated 
on  map)  let  out  for  building  ground  ? 

333.  Mr.  Crawford. — It  is  let  to  the  railway  company. 

334.  Mr.  Hanson. — I may  say  I agree  with  the 
plan  proposed  at  first  by  Mr.  Anderson  and  agreed  to 
by  Mr.  Patterson,  and  that  it  should  be  carried  out. 

335.  Mr.  Exham. — Do  you  think  it  an  advantage 
to  Ballymenoeh  to  have  lights  up  to  the  gate  lodge  ? 

336.  Mr.  Hanson. — Well,  if  the  light  of  four  or 
five  lamps  be  worth  £25  a year  it  is.  Marino  is  the 
station  used  for  the  house. 

337.  Mr.  M'Lean. — It  is  not  used  as  much  as 


Holywood. 

338.  Mr.  Exham.— Suppose  he  had  a splendid  house 
where  the  gate-house  is,  would  you  think  he  would 
derive  advantage  from  haying  lights  up  to  the  very 
door  of  that  house  ? 

339.  Mr.  Hanson.— I do,  that’s  the  only  advantage. 

340.  Don’t  you  think  it  a great  advantage  to  him 
when  driving  in  to  have  this  town  sewered  and  pro- 
perly cleansed  and  kept  a clean  town  and  not  dirty. 

341.  Mr.  Ward. — Mr.  Crawford  travels  m by 
Marino,  never  by  Holywood. 

342.  Mr.  M‘Lean. — I meet  Mr.  Crawford  every 
morning  at  Holywood. 

343.  Mr.  Ward. — Yes ; in  the  train;  he  gets  in  at 


Marino. 

344.  Mr.  M‘Lean. — No ; I s 
getting  in. 


■ him  at  the  station 


Mr.  John 
Hanson. 
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Mr.  John 
Hanson. 


344.  Mr.  Ward. — I travel  -with  him  every  morning.  368.  Are  these  lands  where  they  are  linilt  occupied 

345.  Mr.  Hanson. — If  the  light  of  a few  lamps  is  as  villa  residences  ? — Yes.  1 

an.  equivalent  for  a tax  of  6d.  on  £400,  1 am  sur-  369.  Not  as  farms  with  agricultural  produce  ? N0 

prised.  370.  Then,  in  your  opinion,  is  it  necessary  for  these 

34G.  Mr.  Exham. — Suppose  it  were  a tax  on  a people  to  go  to  Holywood  at  all  in  connexion  with 
valuation  of  £50  a year  ? then*  daily  business,  or  is  it  their  ordinary  custom  to 

347.  Mr.  Hanson. — That  is  supposing  a case,  that  go  to  Holywood? — Unless  those  who  go  for  religions 

is  not  a reality.  purposes  on  Sunday. 

348.  Mr.  Crawford. — The  Holywood  railway  is  the  371.  But  on  week  days  are  they  in  the  habit  of 

means  of  access  to  Belfast.  going  to  Belfast  ? — Belfast  is  the  principal  market 

349.  Mr.  Hanson. — Yes ; it  is.  town,  unless  for  eggs,  or  butter,  or  milk. 

350.  And  several  stations  along  that  railway  are  372.  Mr.  Exham. — Is  there  any  system  of  sewerage 

the  points  at  which  parties  get  in  and  out? — Yes.  about  these  houses  round  the  railway  stations  C~ 

351.  Is  there  a station  at  Marino? — There  is.  There  is  a gentleman  in  court  who  will  answer  that 

352.  That  is  the  nearest  point  to  Mr.  Gregg’s  gate  ? question. 

— It  is.  373.  Where  does  the  sewage  of  Mr.  Gregg’s  house 

353.  Mr.  Cranford. — What  I want  to  show  is  that  go  to — is  the  sewage  from  Ballymenoch  conducted  to 
there  are  stations  along  here,  and  that  the  value  of  the  sea  in  an  open  drain  ? — It  is. 

the  land  is  affected  by  its  situation  and  suitability  for  374.  Do  you  think  it  is  right  that  the  sanitary 
villa  residences,  and  by  its  vicinity  to  these  stations,  authority  should  allow  that — does  that  drain  pass 
and  not  by  the  fact  of  Holywood  being  a town  in  its  close  to  iulmbited  houses  there  ? — Within  a few 
neighbourhood.  The  lands  are  increased  in  value  yards. 

owing  to  their  proximity  to  the  stations  only  and  not  375.  How  far  are  the  houses  from  the  drain?—' The 
to  Holywood,  and  the  railway  is  the  means  of  com-  nearest  house  is  above  the  drain  ten  or  fifteen  feet, 
munication  with  Belfast,  and  they  take  their  special  376.  Why  has  Mr.  Gregg  allowed  the  nuisance  to 
value  from  being  in  the  vicinity  of  Belfast  and  not  be  discharged  that  way  ? (No  answer). 

Holywood.  Mi*.  Crawford. — Is  there  a tank  ? — Not  that  I am 

354.  Mr.  Exham. — Then  according  to  your  idea  aware  of.  There  is  a large  culvert  down  from  the 
all  these  villa  residences  require  no  form  of  self  govern-  house  to  the  stream. 

ment? — Not  at  the  present  time.  377.  Mr.  Exham. — Is  all  the  nuisance  from  that 


355.  If  it  is  let  out  as  building  ground  is  it  your 
idea  that  the  owners  are  to  be  let  build  on  until  the 
houses  become  so  numerous  that  they  require  self 
government  ? — At  the  present  time  the  Commissioners 
.donlt  propose  to  take  them. 

356.  They  must  bring  them  in  now  or  not  at  all,  as 
far  as  our  Report  is  concerned. 

357.  Mr.  Crawford. — What  Mr.  Hanson  says  is 
this — if  they  bring  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  road 
and  prepare  the  roads,  and  light  and  discharge  the 
other  duties  of  Commissioners  he  has  no  objection  to 
being  brought  in,  but  if  they  are  brought  in  and  get 
no  corresponding  benefit,  he  does  object. 

358.  Mr.  Exham. — These  stations,  you  say,  are 
forming  the  centres  round  which  the  buildings  are 
going  on  ? 

359.  Mr.  Crawford. — Yes. 

360.  Is  it  then  your  opinion  that  there  should  be 
no  authority  watching  the  erection  of  these  buildings? 
— They  consider  that  for  sanitary  purposes  they  have 
a sufficient  protection  at  the  present  time. 

361.  In  what  ? — In  the  Board  of  Guardians.  These 
parties  would  not  object  to  being  brought  under  the 
same  sanitary  district  as  Holywood  or  to  extend  the 
township  if  the  thing  was  to  be  done  beneficially  and 
not  partially  ■ they  object  to  being  charged  a half  rate 
for  the  imaginary  benefit  they  get  at  the  present  time. 
Now  with  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  land,  I t.TtinV 
it  would  be  desirable  if  we  should  have  some  evidence 
to  show  that  along  the  shores  of  the  Belfast  Lough  to 
Bangor  it  is  all  of  the  same  character,  a long  strip  of 
land.  Mr.  Hanson,  is  this  land  bounded  by  the  Belfast 
Lough,  on  the  north,  and  does  it  rise  in  a southerly 
direction  ? 

362.  Mr.  Hanson. — Yes. 

363.  Mr.  Crawford— Is  that  the  character  of  the 
land  from  Belfast  to  Bangor? — Yes. 

364.  And  the  sewerage  of  Ballymenoch  and  the 
other  districts  from  Holywood  to  Bangor  have  no  con- 
nexion with  and  derive  no  special  benefit  from  Holy- 
wood  sewerage  ? — No.  It  must  be  independent  and 
distinct  sewerage. 

365.  Is  there  any  necessity  or  want  of  a water 
supply  in  connexion  with  Ballymenoch,  Gultra,  and 
so  on  ? — I think  not. 

366.  Could  Holywood  supply  water  to  these  ad- 
joining lands  ? — Certainly  not. 

367.  Are  the  lands  of  Ballymenoch,  Cultra,  and  so 

on,  occupied  as  market  gardens  for  Holywood  ? No  •- 

I am  not  aware  of  it,  as  far  as  I know  it. 


discharged  into  an  open  drain  which  passes  so  close  to 
inhabited  houses,  and  have  the  sanitary  authorities 
permitted  that  to  go  on  uninterfered  with  ? — It’s  the 
greatest  mistake  in  the  world  to  call  it  a nuisance. 

378.  How  many  houses  are  there  on  Mr.  Gregg’s 
property  ? — None,  except  his  own. 

379.  What  is  the  quantity  of  building-ground  you 
say  is  built  on  here  ? — Twenty  or  twenty-two  acres. 
It  is  between  Ballymenoch  House  and  the  sea. 

3S0.  What  is  the  rent  asked  for  it? — £15  an  acre. 

381.  If  Mi*.  Gregg  were  to  throw  open  this  portion 
of  the  demesne  (pointing  to  the  map),  would  it  he 
taken  for  building  ? 

Mr.  Hanson. — That's  not  very  likely. 

382.  Mr.  Craioford. — Has  there  been  any  com- 
plaint as  to  this  drain? — :I  never  heard  of  any. 

383.  Is  it  offensive  in  its  character? — No. 

384.  Mr.  Exham. — If  a sewage  drain  passes  the 
door  of  any  man  there  must  be  some  nuisance.  You 
say  you  don’t  see  why  Mr.  Gregg  should  pay  £20  odd 
in  extra  taxation  towards  the  keeping  up  of  Holywood. 
Suppose  Mr.  Gregg  were  saved  £20  by  being  brought 
in,  would  you  say  bring  him  in  ? — Yes,  if  there  was  a 
guarantee. 

385.  You  were  here  yesterday,  and  you  heard  Mr. 
Anderson’s  figures,  and  from  the  hooks  it  is  as  clear 
as  light  that  if  those  figures  are  tine  and  the  County 
Grand  Jury  cess  remained  the  same,  Mr.  Gregg  would 
save  lOftf.  in  every  £1  he  now  pays — in  such  a case 
would  you  object  to  his  being  brought  in  1 — I would 
not. 

386.  Then  it  comes  to  this,  that  the  only  thing  is  a 
question  of  money? — I have  found  figures  on  paper 
very  deceptive. 

387.  Can  you  point  out  the  slightest  fallacy  in  Mr. 
Anderson’s  figures.  There  is  the  return  taken  from 
the  public  books  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of 
Down  for  the  spring  and  summer  assizes  of  last 
year  ? — I have  no  doubt  of  its  accuracy.  Are  the 
Commissioners  bound  to  'take  the  roads  under  their 
control.  If  roads  were  made  on  this  building-ground, 
are  they  bound  to  take  those  roads  over? 

388.  If  the  owners  make  them  public  they  would 
be  bound  to  keep  them  if  they  were  within  the  town- 
ship. 

389.  Mr.  M‘Lean. — Is  this  house  of  Mr.  Greggs 
occupied  by  Mr.  Crawford  ? 

Mr.  Hanson . — Yes,  it  is. 

390.  Has  Mi*.  Crawford  the  ground  as  well  as  the 
house  ? — He  has  the  lawn  and  a portion  of  the  farm 
behind. 
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391.  And  the  other  portion  is  kept  in  Mr.  Gregg's 
own  hand? — Yes. 

392.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  a garden  in  con- 
nexion with  that  house  and  that  not  only  the  fruit 
but  the  vegetables  are  sold  in  Holy  wood  ? — I am  not 
aware  that  they  are  sold,  I am  not  aware  that  Mr 
Crawford  sells. 

393.  Have  not  you  a man  there  yourself  1 — Yes. 
a caretaker,  but  he  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

394.  Does  he  sell  the  vegetables  ? — They  were  sold 
at  the  time  the  house  was  vacant  but  I don’t  know 
now. 

395.  Are  you  aware  that  Mr.  Crawford  uses  the 
Holywood  station  to  travel  to  Belfast  ? — I don’t  know 
that  I ever  met  him. 

396.  Mr.  M‘Lean. — Then  I meet  him  every  morn- 
ing. Mr. Crawford  does  go  to  town  daily  ? 

Mr.  Hanson — He  goes  frequently. 

397.  Was  the  late  Mr.  Russell  the  law  agent? — He 
was. 

398.  Were  you  present  at  the  inquiry  before  Mr. 
Rynd  with  regard  to  the  value  of  Mr.  Gregg’s  land  ? 

399.  Did  you  yourself  swear  that  the  land  was 
worth  more  than  £25  an  acre  ? — I never  swore  that 
it  was  worth  more  than  £20.  I am  not  aware  that  I 
swore  at  all. 

400.  You  heard  Mr.  Russell  swear  that  he  refused 
£20  an  acre  for  it? — I did. 

401.  Was  there  any  reason  for  not  granting  leases 
to  parties  ? — I am  not  aware  of  it. 

402.  Was  Mr.  Gregg  unable  to  lease  the  property 
on  account  of  being  a minor? — Mr. Crawford  can 
answer  that.  During  the  last  two  or  three  years  I 
have  let  several ' properties  in  perpetuity. 

403.  Have  you  taken  any  means  to  prevent  the 
discharges  of  these  houses  being  objectionable  to  the 
villas  in  the  neighbourhood  ? — 

404.  Mr.  Crawford. — Is  it  objectionable.  That  is 
the  first  thing. 

405.  Mr.  M‘Lean. — Have  you  passed  it  so  yourself, 

Mr.  Hanson? — Sometimes  I have  * 

406.  Have  you  ever  felt  a stench  from  it? — Some- 
times I have  on  a summer  day. 

407.  Has  Mr.  Gregg  taken  any  means  to  prevent 
that  stream  being  injured  by  the  discharge  of  this  sewage 
matter  into  it?— -No ; but  if  Mr  Gregg  had  heard  any 
complaint  he  would  have  obviated  it. 

408.  Didn’t  you,  as  Mr.  Gregg’s  agent,  discover 
that  smell? — I have. 

409.  Why  not,  as  his  agent,  take  precautions  to 
prevent  the  public  suffering  from  it  ? — It  was  a matter 
of  such  trifling  inconvenience  or  annoyance  that  I did 
not  think  anyone  complained. 

410.  Were  you  passing  on  the  public  road  at  this 
time  you  perceived  it? — Yes,  I was. 

411.  Mr.  Exham. — Did  you  ever  see  or  read  the 
Sanitary  Acts  ; the  only  question  is  not  whether  a 
nuisance  is  trifling  or  great,  but  whether  a nuisance 
exists  ? 

412.  Mr.  Ml Learn, — Are  you  aware  that  the  public 
lamps  are  taken,  at  present,  almost  out  to  Mr.  Gregg's 
place  ? 

Mr.  Hanson. — I am  not  sure.  I think  they,  go  to 
Mr.  Murland’s  gate. 

413.  Then  you  derive  all  the  advantage  as  if  you 
lived  in  town  ? — That  is  the  only  advantage  I know  of 
at  present. 

414.  Mr.  Exham. — That  is  all  you  can  have  at 
present. 

415.  Mr.  M‘Lean. — This  house  derives  all  the  ad- 
vantages from  lighting  that  a house  in  town  derives 
from  it. 

416.  Mr.  21‘Lean. — And  you  have  it  that  we  are 
obliged  to  economise  as  much  as  possible  from 
want  of  funds,  and  we  put  it  out  at  1030  p.m. 

417.  Mi \ Robert  Carliie. — Mr.  Hanson,  how  much 
do  you  receive  from  Mr.  Crawford  for  the  land  you 
have  sub-let  to  him  ?— It  is  a lump  sum. 

418.  How  much  ? — The  lawn  is  £50. 


419  And  the  field  on  the  low  side  of  the  road?— 
Yes ; I tluuk  it  is  £20  he  pays. 

420.  How  much  per  acre?— I don’t  know. 

I?.!'  ?r°  -V£U  bl0W  ifc  “ at  the  iat«  of  £5  an  acre  ? 

Mr.  Exham. — How  much  is  in  it? There  is 

more  than  four  acres  in  it.  He  does  not  pay  £5  an  acre. 

423  Could  you  give  me  the  valuation  of  that 
ground  you  say  is  worth  £20  an  acre?— I think  it  is 
£240.  I think  about  that. 


424.  M hat  are  you  paid  at  present  for  this  land 

that  you  say  is  hud  out  as  building-ground  1 It  is 

let  to  a man  named  Boyd — he  pays  £40. 

425.  How  many  acres  are  in  it?— I could  not  give 
you  the  exact  quantity.  I suppose  there  might  be 
eleven  or  twelve  acres. 


426.  Dr.  Dunlop. — It  is  relet  for  parties  to  supply 
Holywood  with  milk.  Mr.  Boyd  realises  a large  sum 
by  it.  There  are,  I believe,  no  less  than  eleven  cows 
on  it. 


427.  Mr.  Exham.— It  is  valued  at  £2  an  acre. 

428.  Mr.  Ward. — I appears  to  me  that  there  is  an 
extraordinary  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Holywood 
Town  Commissioners  to  take  charge  of  the  gentlemen 
who  are  here  to  oppose  any  extension  of  the  township. 
Now  I scarcely  know  what  is  at  the  bottom  of  the 
eagerness  exhibited  by  the  Commissioners  themselves, 
and  their  friends,  to  take  us  into  the  township  whether 
we  will  or  not.  I don’t  know  whether  it  is  that  they 
know  our  own  bnsiness  better  than  we  do  ourselves, 
and  that  they  are  better  able  to  judge  what  would 
benefit  us  than  we  are  ourselves.  Probably  they  do, 
probably  they  do  not,  but  it  does  appear  to  me  to  be 
an  extraordinary  claim  that  they  propound.  If  the 
scheme  adverted  to  yesterday  by  Mr.  George  Murney, 
which  was  the  original  scheme  of  Mr.  Patterson,  and  I 
presume,  of  the  Commissioners  also,  had  been  carried 
out,  as  then  resolved  upon,  there  never  would  have 
been  probably  any  cause  of  complaint.  Mr.  Patterson, 
one  of  the  Commissioners  themselves,  who  has  given, 
I dare  say,  the  clearest  and  best  evidence  we  have  yet 
heard  since  this  Commission  opened,  concurs  with  Mr. 
Murney,  that  it  should  not  go  fmther  than  the  limits 
they  have  pointed  out  upon  the  map  to  you.  Now  it 
appears  to  have  been  the  original  intention  of  the 
Commissioners  themselves,  that  they  would  not  further 
extend  the  boundary,  and  although  it  was  represented 
yesterday  that  this  extended  boundary  had  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  Commissioners  themselves,  we 
find  that  there  is  nothing  upon  their  books  except  a 
short  minute,  and  that  actually  these  minutes  have 
not  yet  been  confirmed,  and  Mr.  Patterson  tells  us  a 
most  extraordinary  thing,  that  it  was  not  until  after 
all  the  Commissioners  had  left  that  that  minute  was 
written  out.  I coidd  very  well  understand  the  Com- 
missioners, if  they  said  to  theparties  residing  outside  the 
present  township,  “We  propose  to  tax  you,  but  at  the 
same  time  we  also  propose  to  give  you  some  advantages 
for  the  taxation,  which  we  will  imposeupon  you.  ” When 
I pressed  Mr.  M'Lean  in  cross  examination,  he  said, 
“ We  propose  to  light  you.”  “ When  ? ” “ When  the 
district  is  self-supporting,”  was  the  cautious  answer. 
“ And  when  may  that  interesting  period  arrive,  will  it 
be  within  one  hundred  or  within  fifty  years?"  “ Pro- 
bably,” he  said,  “ within  a quarter  of  a century.”  When 
do  you  propose  to  supply  us  with  water  ? I don’t  know 
whether  that’s  in  the  scheme  or  not,  but  it  would  be 
part  of  their  duty,  for  it  is  incumbent  upon  them  to 
supply  the  inhabitants  with  water,  otherwise  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  might  have  something  to 
say  to  the  matter.  Do  they  propose  taking  charge  of 
us  from  a sanitary  point  of  view  ? No ; although  yon 
pressed  them  strongly,  sir,  what  was  the  answer  they 
gave — “ W e will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  foreshore, 
we  won’t  light  you  or  watch  you,  we  will  do  nothing 
for  you  until  it  pleases  us ; he  kind  enough,  however, 
to  pay  us  taxes  which  we  will  have  great  pleasure  in 
drawing  out  of  your  pockets,  -without  giving  yon  any- 
thing in  return.”  That’s  the  scheme  and  a more 
audacious  one  never  was  propounded.  It’s  like  Dutch 
reciprocity,  all  on  one  side.  They  argue  that  we  receive 
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Holt  wood,  benefits  from  Holy  wood  in  the  shape  of  churches  and  you,  that  it  is  not  a market  town.  Beyond  ill 

Sov.  as.  lsrin  schools.  I presume  those  who  attend  our  several  tion,  parties  can  buy  cheaper  in  Belfast  tl 

Mr.  John  churches  pay  all  that  is  necessary  to  support  their  Holy  wood.  Then  is  it  not  a cool  proposition  'to  ^ 

Hanson.  clergy,  ancl  if  there  be  lights  in  the  churches,  I appre-  the  least  of  it,  that  the  Commissioners  propose  to  f' 

hend  the  congregations  pay  for  them,  and  if  any  of  mile  or  two  miles  out  on  the  east  and  west  tak°°'U 
them  send  their  children  to  the  schools,  excellent  parties  who  don't  want  anj'  supply  of  water  from  th 
schools  they  are  too,  the  best  in  the  country,  they  pay  because  they  have  made  all  the  necessary  arrangem  ^ 
for  them.  But  are  we  to  be  taxed  outside  the  borough  ? to  supply  pure  water  for  themselves,  and  who  do  ’ 
Mr.  Crawford  in  the  most  admirable  way,  when  want  any  supervision  as  to  sanitary  matters  bee* 00  & 
examining  Mr.  Hanson,  demonstrated  clearly  that  so  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  they  have  made  then-  \ ’ 
far  from  those  adjoining  lands  being  improved  by  their  sanitary  arrangements.  All  the  Commissioners  me 
proximity  to  Holy  wood,  the  advantages  which  they  tically  say  is  “ Stop  the  county  cess,  pour  money  into 
enjoy,  they  derive  from  proximity  to  Belfast  and  the  our  pocket,  and  perhaps  in  a century  or  a half  centu  ■ ' 
railway  stations.  The  parties  who  have  reared  the  we  will  condescend  to  light  you,  and  perhaps  if  vl 
magnificent  villas  that  adorn  this  district,  which  the  are  not  civil  we  will  clap  the  maximum  rate  of  oi" 
Commissioners  propose  to  annex,  have  built  those  villas  shilling  on  you,  and  not  light  you  at  all.”  There  m 
there  for  the  express  purpose  of  getting  away  from  two  parties  to  a contract.  Whether  this  scheme*  is 
towns  ancl  taxation,  and  being  hi  a pleasant  place  recommended  or  not  recommended  there  will  be  more 
where  they  can  live  with  their  families,  without  having  heard  of  it,  because  it  cannot  be  allowed  to  rest  where 
anything  to  say  to  the  schemes  of  corporations  or  the  it  is  at  present,  I won’t  say  more,  because  the  pro- 
plans  of  Town  Commissioners.  It  is  to  get  riel  of  all  position  is  so  monstrous  that  there  is  no  gentleman 
that  we  come  to  the  country— for  the  purpose  of  here  can  fail  to  see  that  the  greatest  injustice  would 
getting  home  happiness  ancl  retirement  when  we  go  be  done  to  the  inhabitants  living  outside  this  district 
there.  You  were  good  enough,  sir,  to  refer  to  Bandon.  if  they  were  to  be  taxed,  and  obliged  to  pay  taxes 
There  is  no  analogy  between  Holvwoocl  ancl  Bandon.  without  getting  any  corresponding  benefit  whatever 
Bandon  is  a borough  ancl  parliamentary  town  and  a 429.  Mr.  Exuam.— With  regard  to  the  monstrous 
market  town.  Holywood  is  not  a market  town,  nature  of  the  proposition  I could  name  to  you  several 
Why  the  farmers  from  the  surrounding  districts  are  towns  in  Ireland  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  villas 
obliged  to  go  into  town  with  their  buttermilk,  pre-  within  a certain  distance  of  the  town  have  be^ed  to 
ferring  Belfast.  There  is  no  open  market  here.  If  a get  in  provided  they  get  in  on  half  terms.  00 
weekly  tenant  is  sought  to  be  ejected  they  must  go  to  430.  Mr.  TF<m?.— Those  are  exceptional  cases.  I 
JNewtownards,  because  it  is  not  a market  town,  ancl  nbw  hand  in  this  memorial  to  you  (memorial  presented) 
because  the  law  of  small  tenements  does  not  apply  to  signed  by  twenty-two  of  the  residents  of  Cultra  and 
Holywoocl,  and  that  is  the  best  proof  I could  give  Marino.  (Seo  Appendix,  No.  5). 


Mr.  William  F. 
Dwpard, 


Mr.  William  Francis  Despard  examined. 


431.  Mr.  Ward. — Where  do  you  reside! — At 
Woodleigh,  Marino. 

432.  How  loug  have  you  resided  there  1 — Upwards 
of  sixteen  years. 

433.  Do  you  know  the  district  very  well  that  the 
Town  Commissioners  propose  to  take  into  the  town- 
ship?— I do. 

434.  Will  you  state,  since  you  went  to  reside  there 
sixteen  years  ago,  how  many  houses  have  been  built 
in  the  district  1 — In  the  district  first  proposed  by  the 
Commissioners— that  is  up  to  the  arch  at  Cultra 
station,  there  have  been  sixteen  houses  during  that  time. 

435.  Can  you  say  whether,  in  your  opinion,  the 
district  derives  any  advantage  from  being  near  Holy- 
wood  1—1  consider  it  derives  no  advantage  whatever; 
as  far  as  I am  personally  concerned  I don’t  care  if  Holy- 
wood  was  wiped  off  altogether.  It  would  not  cost  me  a 
moment’s  inconvenience. 

436.  Do  you  go  to  church  there?— I do  not,  I go 
in  another  direction. 

437.  Would  not  you  think  it  rather  hard  to  be 
annexed  to  the  Holywood  township  and  taxed  for  it  be- 
cause you  went  to  church  in  Holywood? — I would 
think  it  veiy  hard. 

438.  Are  those  houses  principally  villas  in  the  dis- 
trict proposed  to  be  annexed  ?— They  are  entirely 
villa  residences. 


n I39',,  Wxr h tIie  excel’tiou  of  *°iue  few  cottages  a 
c ultra  s — 1 es ; aud  a coastguard  station. 

440  So  flu-  as  you  are  aware,  are  those  villas,  oi 
most  oi  them,  supplied  with  water?— I believe  tliei 
are  all  supplied  with  water  as  far  as  I have  ever  hear 
of  them. 


441.  The  landlord  makes  his  own  sanitary 
ments  in  connexion  with  them?— As  far 
aware. 


442.  Do  3-0U  use  Holywood  as  a market,  or  go  there 
lor  marketing  purposes?— I deal  with  Belfast  as 
cheaper  and  more  convenient. 

443.  I suppose  you  are  anxious  to  avoid  town 
ta ration  that  is  your  object  in  living  in  the  country? 

i artly,  and  partly  for  the  health  of  my  family. 


444.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  M'Lean's  evidence  yesterday, 
that  although  we  might  be  taxed  on  this  differential 
rote  they  did  not  propose  to  light  the  district  until  it 
was  self-supporting  ? — Yes. 

445.  Did  you  also  hear  him  say,  that  it  might  be 
twenty-five  years  before  that  they  would  light  it, 
although  they  will  tax  it?— I think  he.  admitted 
that. 

446.  What  is  your  opinion  about  that  proposition? 
— I think,  in  the  meantime,  it  woidd  be  unfair  to  ask 
us  tojiay  the  half  of  the  Holywood  rate. 

447.  Have  you  anything  more  to  add? — I have 
nothing  more  to  add. 

_ Mr.  Exiiam. — You  know  this  ground  of  Mr. 
Gregg’s,  between  Ballymenoch  House  and  the  shore, 
which  Mr.  Russell  stated  the  value  of  to  be  £20  an 
acre — do  you  think  that  is  caused  by  the  proximity  of 
that  land  to  Holywood? — No;  the  proximity  of  Bel- 
fast, and  the  accommodation  of  the  railway. 

449.  Do  you  think  it  desirable  that  this  district 
should  be  put  under  any  form  of  government? — It 
requires  none  at  present  that  I am  aware  of. 

450.  Is  every  map  allowed  to  make  his  own  sanitary 
arrangements  ? — As  regards  sanitary  supervision,  I 
believe  there  should  be  a sanitary  authority  of  some 
sort  to  prevent  wilful  injury  or  injury  through 
ignorance. 

451.  Do  you  know  this  drain  into  which  Ballyme- 
noch House  discharges  itself? — Yes. 

452.  Does  it  pass  close  to  your  house  ? — It  does  not. 

453.  Mi-.  Hanson  admits  he  smelt  it  ? — I have  felt 
it  too.  I think  that  might  be  impi’oved,  and  ought 
to  be. 

454.  You  don’t  deny  the  justice  of  the  Sanitary 
Act ; do  you  call  that  a nuisance  ? — It  is. 

455.  Don’t  you  know  that  since  1866  that  nuisance 
has  been  going  on  there  ? — There  never  was  any  ob- 
jection to  it. 

456.  You  say  the  tenants  make  their  own  sanitary 
arrangements,  ancl  yon  are  satisfied  to  allow  a nuisance 
to  exist  for  several  years  a short  distance  up  from  your 
own  house — do  you  know  how  these  houses  drain  at 
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all  there,  or  is  there  any  public  sewer  ? — No  ; they 
drain  into  cesspools,  as  far  as  I am  aware. 

457.  What  becomes  of  the  overflow  from  the  cess- 
pools?— I believe  the  owners  empty  the  cesspools  on 
their  land. 

458.  Mr.  Anderson. — You  use  the  Holywood  rail- 
way station,  Mr.  Hanson? — Partly,  I come  in  generally 
by  Marino. 

459.  Mr.  Ward. — Mr.  Crawford  generally  travels 
from  Marino,  doesn’t  he  ? — He  does. 

460.  Dr.  Dunlop. — Is  it  not  a fact  that  you  gene- 
rally return  by  Holy  wood  1 

Mr.  Hanson. — Sometimes. 

461.  Is  it  not  invariably  ? — No. 

462.  Mr.  M‘Lean. — As  you  have  contradicted  my 
statement,  can  you  tell  me  how  often  this  month  Mr. 
Crawford  travelled  from  Marino  station? — Four  or 
five  days  out  of  the  week. 

463.  Are  you.  prepared  to  say  he  travelled  four 
days  out  of  the  six  from  Marino  station  ? — As  far  as 
I could  judge. 

464.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  that  “public 
lighting,  which  is  the  only  feasible  benefit  within  the 
power  of  the  Commissioners,  the  memorialists  don’t 
consider  necessary,  or  that  it  would  materially  add  to 
their  comfort.”  What  do.  you  mean  by  “public 
lighting,  which  is  the  only  feasible  benefit  at  present  ’’  ? 

Mi \ Despard. — I mean  that  the  Commissioners  can 
do  nothing  more  for  us  at  present  than  add  a few 
lamps  to  the  public  road  and  we  don’t  want  them. 

465.  You  ignore  the  fact  that  they  would  have  a 
sanitary  power  over  you  ? — If  you  read  the  memorial 
you  will  see  about  that. 

466.  Mr.  Ward. — They  have  a Sanitary  Board  at 
present — the  Poor  Law  Board. 

467.  Mr.  3f‘Iem. — Tell  me  do  you -know  anything 
about  the  sanitary  condition  of  Mr.  Gair’s  house? — 
No. 

468.  Of  Mr.  Buckley’s  house  ? — Yes. 

• 469.  Has  he  cesspools  ? — No. 

470.  Where  do  the  water-closets  discharge? — Just 
like  the  Holywood  Town  Commissioners,  on  the 
beach. 

471.  You  consider  that  a proper  thing  to  do  ? — I 
'do  not. 

472.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Mr.  Harlcness’ 
house? — I know  nothing  about  the  sanitary  condition 
of  his  house. 

473.  Isee  ,Mr.  Kennedy  of  Cnltra  has  signed,  do 
you  know  anything  of  his  house  ?— I do  not. 

474.  Of  Mr.  Greenfield’s  ? — Yes. 

475.  Has  he  cesspools  Irr-He  has. 

476.  Where  does  the  overflow  go? — I think  into  a. 
drain. 

477.  Do  you  knpw  tkat  as  a fact? — I cannot  speak 
positively. 

478.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  sanitary 
arrangements  of  Mr.  Charley’s  house  ? — No. 

479.  Do  you  know  of  any  others  in  this  memorial  ? 
—I  know  Mr.  Greenfield’s  three  houses  and  Clan- 
brassil-terrace. 

480.  You  have  told  me  about  Greenfield’s. 

Mr.  Despard. — I know,  they  fall  into  cesspools. 

481.  Is  it  an  open  drain  ? — Yes,  I think  so ; if  there  • 
is  an  overflow  at  all. 

482.  Mr.  Exham. — How  many  houses  drain  into 
this  open  drain  from  Ballymenoch  House  ? — I think 
there  is  only  Ballymenoch  House. 

483.  F or  the  sixteen  years  you  have  been  there,  has 
any  officer  from  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  come  down 
to  inspect  these  houses  ?— 1 The  sanitary  officer  is  here 
and  can  answer  that. 

484.  Do  you  know  that  he  ever  went  there? — I 
eave  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  and  come  home 

evening,  and  consequently  I don’t  know. 
t j ke  ever  come  to  inspect  your  own  house? 

4 don  t believe  he  did. 

486.  And  -when  you  say  they  are  drained,  as  the 
onimissioners  are  drained  on  the  foreshore,  should 
Xould  rUml  sanitai-y  oncers  have  complained  ?— They 
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Ioq  5*  'fivW  do  ^ ? — I don’t  know. 

488.  Mr.  APLecm.  Do  you  know  anything  about 
Marino  House  ?— I do  not. 

489  Don’t  you  know  that  it  drains  into  that  same 
open  dram  as  Mr.  Gregg’s  drains  into  l— They  were 
constructed  long  before  I went  there. 

490  Would  you  think  it  right  that  that  district 
should  be  properly  drained  and  sewered  having  regard 
to  the  sanitary  teachings  of  the  present  day  ?— Yes 
wherever  the  drainage  is  defective. 

491  Would  you  think  it  right  that  some  authority 
should  examine  them  to  see  if  they  are  defective?— 
Certainly. 


492.  Suppose  it  was  found  defective,  then  it  would 
have  to  be  remedied,  and  it  would  cost  no  more  whether 

done  by  the  Commissioners  or  by  the  Guardians  2 I 

suppose  the  Commissioners  .could  as  easily  remedv 
defective  sewerage  as  the  Guardians. 

493.  Well,  having  regard  to  that  district,  do  you 
think  that  some  body  should  take  clnirge  of  its  sanitarv 
arrangements,  seeing  that  for  sixteen  years  tliis  open 
drain  has  inn  from  Ballymenoch  House,  and  houses 
from  Marino  drain  into  it  also — what  do  you  say  ? 

Mr.  Ward. — That's  not  proved. 

Mr.  Hanson. — I am  under  the  impression  that  one 
house  does. 

494.  Mr.  Exiiam. — Mr.  Despard  admits  it  is  a 
nuisance,  and  if  so,  should  any  body  be  appointed  to 
prevent  that  nuisance  being  continued  ? — 1 certainly 
think  the  Sanitary  Act  should  be  carried  out  all  over 
Ireland. 

495.  What  Sanitary  Act  ? — The  Public  Health  Act 
of  last  year. 

496.  The  same  powers  were  in  existence  since  1866, 
as  regards  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  and  the  Act  of 
1878  only  made  it  more  stringent ; but  for  sixteen 
years  the  Board  of  Guardians,  who  were  the  parties  to 
abate  the  nuisance,  don’t  appeal-  to  have  taken  one 
single  step  towards  doing  so.  That  is  the  reason  why 
I asked  you  was  that  a nuisance,  and  you  say  it  is? — 
I presume, because  it  was  nolbrought  under  their  notice. 

497.  Mr.  M‘Lean. — For  the  sixteen  years  that  you: 
have  lived  here,  Mr.  Despard,  was  that  drain  opened 
and  cleaned  out  ? — Yes. 

498.  You  said  you  came  here  for  the  health  of  your 
family,  and  to  save  taxation,  is  not  that  the  reason 
wliy.you  oppose  this  plan? — No. 

499.  Mr.  Exham. — Do  you  see  any  fallacy,  or  could 
you  point  out  any  fallacy  in  the  figures  of . Mr. 
Anderson  about  the  roads  1 — I daresay  Mr,  Anderson 
has  taken  accurately  the  figures  and  various  items  out 
of  the  warrants,  but  I doubt  that  the  Commissioners 
would  stick  to  the  figures  that  he  asserts  has  been 
expended  on  them,  and  I am  very  doubtful  whether 
we  would  find  it  profitable  to  be  under  the  Commis- 
sioners as  regards  our  roads. 

500.  On  what  do  you  base  that,  do  you  think  that 
they  would  not  keep  the  roads  as  clean  as  at  present  ? 
— I don’t  see  that  Holywood  is  kept  so  marvellously 
clean.  Our  county  roads  are  kept,  on  the  average, 
nearly  as  clean  as  Holywood.  Unless  on  the  crossings, 
I would  get  my  boots  soiled  as  well  crossing  the  streets 


Holywood. 


Mr.  William  F. 
Uospard. 


501.  Have  you  been  in  other  towns  in  Ireland? — I 
have  been  in  a good  many. 

502.  Do  you  know  of  any  town  kept  in  a better 
state  than  Holywood? — I don’t  think  we  can  say 
much  for  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  Holywood. 

503.  Do  you  say  that  Holywood  is  in  a bad  sanitary 
state? — I do. 

504.  Mr.  Ward  says  you  have  as  good  a Poor  Law 
Board  as  any  in  Ireland,  it  that  is  the  case,  and'  if  the 
sanitary  condition  of  Holywood  and  the  surrounding 
district  is  as  bad  as  you  speak  of,  what  are  those 
exemplary  Guardians  about  ?— I don’t  think  the  Board 
have  done  their  duty  either. 

50 5.  Mr.  Ward. — With  regard  to  the  Board,  the 
practice  is  this,  the  relieving  officer,  if  he  discovers  a 
nuisance,  reports  it  to  the  medical  man  for  the  district, 
and  then  he  certifies  whether  this  nuisance  is  injurious 
to  health,  and  the  Board  is  put  in  motion. 

2X2 
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50G.  Mr.  Despard. — My  objection  to  the  sanitary 
a.  condition  of  Holywood  is,  that  I think  it  very  injurious 
to  have  four  outlets  for  the  sewage  of  a town  like 
’•  Holywood  at  high  water-mark,  as  it  is  washed  back- 
wards and  forwards  by  the  tide  and  not  swept  out  to 
sea.  This  has  been  the  cause  of  the  dreadful  smell  we 
have  been  suffering  from  this  last  year,  and  no  town 
that  has  its  sanitary  arrangements  in  that  state  is  in 
a satisfactory  state. 

507.  Mr.  Exham. — Who  is  responsible  for  that — it 
is  this  exemplary  Board  of  Guardians ; they  could 
have  made  proper  sewers,  and  could  have  formed  a 
contributory  district  for  paying  the  expenses  of  making 
them. 

508.  Mr.  M'Lean. — Was  not  Sir  Thomas  M'Clure 
anxious  to  get  Sydenham  bro.ight  into  the  Holywood 
township  1 — I never  heard  that. 

509.  You  never  heard  that  he  wanted  us  to  extend 
our  Act  to  embrace  Sydenham  ? — I don’t  say  that  he 
did  not,  but  I am  not  aware  of  it,  but  what  you  are 
leadiug  to  I suppose  is  that  he  would  have  preferred 
having  it  under  the  Holywood  township,  as  the 
sanitary  authority,  thau  under  the  Board  of  Guardians 
for  they  neglected  their  duty. 

510.  He  preferred  being  under  Holywood  to 
Belfast? — Yes,  he  would,  as  he  would  have  smaller 
taxation. 

oil.  Mr.  Exham. — Would  you  approve  of  having 
undivided  management  in  a town  like  this,  one  Board 
for  everything  ?— I think  it  would  be  an  advantage, 
but  I would  not  extend  the  area  until  there  was  a 
necessity  arising  from  the  multiplication  of  houses  and 
population. 

512.  Your  idea  then  would  be  that  you  are  to  wait 
until  the  houses  spring  up,  and  not  to  get  control  over 
the  builders  beforehand? — I don’t  see  that  the  Act 
gives  them  any  supervision  over  the  building-ground. 

513.  What  Act? — The  Act  of  1878. 

514.  It  gives  supervising  powers  over  all  sanitary 
arrangements  and  plans  for  houses,  and  so  on.  No  man 
can  be  permitted  to  build  houses,  except  he  has  sub- 
mitted them  to  the  Town  Surveyor,  and  now  is  it  your 
idea  that  a district  laid  out  for  building  ground,  and 
accord  big  to  you  it  is  all  building  ground  all  the  way 


down  to  Bangor,  should  not  be  under  supervision  I 

Not  futher  than  the  sanitary  authority  which  exist- 
every  wliere.  ‘ “ts 

515.  Would  you  leave  them  under  a.  Board  of 
Guardians,  that  you  say  has  neglected  its  dutv  and 
done  nothing  ? — I admit  they  have  not  done  their  duty 
51 G.  Yeiy  well ; would  you  leave  them  under  that 
Board  ?— I have  no  objection  to  the  Town  CommLs- 
sioners  as  the  sanitary  authority. 

517.  Suppose  the  district  was  extended  as  proposed 
by  the  Commissioners  here,  and  that  they  took  the 
managineut  of  the  roads  into  their  own  hands  and 
that  these  figures  of  Mr.  Anderson  are  right,  ’wliat 
would  you  say— suppose  the  owners  of  the°land  and 
houses  were  able  to  save  fivepencc  or  sixpence  in  the 
pound  in  taxation,  would  you  prefer  to  stay  as  you  are  ? 
— 1 would  prefer  to  stay  where  I am  with  the  certainty  of 
knowing  what  expenses  I have  been  at,  rather  than  to 
be  brought  in  with  the  uncertainty  and  vague  hope  of 
saving. 

518.  There  is  no  uncertainty ; there  is  no  person 
allowed  to  levy  indiscriminately  ? — Yes;  but  there  are 
other  rates  that  are  prospective,  for  instance,  the  water 


519.  The  Act  of  Parliament  will  settle  that,  if  that 
is  your  idea ; there  is  a limit  to  all  rating.  If  they  fix 
a sewer  rate  they  must  show  a necessity  for  it ; they 
cannot  say  ten  shillings  for  making  sewers,  ten  shillings 
for  supplying  water.  The  water  rate  would  be  a fixed 
rate ; in  any  provisional  order1  the  rate  would  be  fixed 
There  is  no  town  that  I know  where  a rate  can  be 
levied  as  the  Commissioner's  like. 

520.  IKi/iress. — Taking  the  supply  of  water  as  si. 
sanitary  measure  is  it  not  practically  unlimited. 

521.  Mr.  Exiiam  — To  this  extent ; you  must  get  a 
provisional  order  from  the  Local  Government  Board, 
authorizing  you  to  carry  out  the  scheme ; they  cannot; 
do  it  themselves  but  they  estimate  what  it  will  be,  the 
interest  on  the  borrowed  money,  and  so  on. 

522.  IRteess. — What  would  happen  were  I in  want 
of  water,  and  did  rrot  want  to  be  brought  mat  then- rate? 

523  Mr.  Exii  am. — There  are  lots  of  people  who  want 
to  make  their  own  sanitary  arrangements ; they  won’t 
do  it  properly  but  the  Act  of  Parliament  compels  them. 


Mr.  Thomas  Greenfield  examined. 


521.  Mr.  Ward. — You  live  in  Craigavad  ? — Yes. 

522.  Are  you  landlord  of  the  house  in  which  Mr. 
Despard  lives  ? — I am,  with  my  brother. 

523.  How  many  houses  have  you  there? — Three 
houses. 

524.  Would  you  state  what  the  sanitary  arrange- 
ments are  ? — Per  the  three  houses  there  is  a cesspool 
into  which  the  water-closets  empty. 

525.  Do  you  find  that  cesspool  answer  the  purpose? 
— Yes ; so  far  there  has  never  been  any  complaint. 

526.  Do  you  have  it  cleaned  out  at  stated  periods? 
— Several  times  a year. 

527.  You  know  this  district  that  the  Commissioners 
propose  to  take  in?— Yes. 

528.  You  would  prefer  to  remain  as  you  are,  pay- 
ing county  cess,  than  to  be  brought  in  ?— Certainly. 
Supposing  they  bring  in  the  water  rate  here  we  will 
be  liable  to  2s.  out  thei-e. 

529.  Mr.  Exham.— Don’t  you  know  that  water 
brought  into  Holywood  would  probably  be  put  upon  a 
contributory  district  of  which  you  would  have  to  pay 
your  fair  proportion?  (No  answer.) 

530.  Mr.  Al‘Lean. — Is  there  any  overflow  pipe  from 


that  tank? — No;  there  is  no  place  for  it  to  overflow 
to.  It  is  cleaned  out. 

531.  What  is  the  size  of  the  cesspool? — In  the 
houses  there  are  three  water-closets  and  privies ; they 
are  all  separate. 

532.  What  is  the  size  of  the  cesspool  ? — I don’t  know. 

533.  About  what  size? — I can’t  say. 

534.  Mr.  Exham. — Do  you  know  the  drain  coming 
down  from  Ballymenoch  house  ? — I do  not,  I think 
my  houses  are  a quarter  of  a mile  from  it. 

535.  Mr.  Robert  Carlile. — How  many  feet  is  that 
cesspool  from  the  edge  of  the  county-road? — Idon’tknow. 

536.  Mr.  Carlile. — I am  in  a position  to  say  it  is 
not  more  than  fifteen  or  sixteen  feet  from  the  county- 
road,  and  that  it  is  lying  open  with  a few  boards 
over  it. 

537.  Mr.  Exham. — Is  that  so  ? 

Witness. — It  was  covered  in  with  boards  at  one 
time,  but  perhaps  they  have  rotted  away. 

Mr.  Exham. — It  must  be  covered  in.  . 

Mr.  James  Moore. — I have  passed  it  often,  and  it  is 
covered  over  almost. 

Mr.  Exham. — It  should  be  covered  over  entirely. 


Mr.  Samuel  Trimble  examined. 


538.  Mr.  Ward. — You  reside  in  Ballycultra  ? Yes. 

539.  Have  you  recently  built  some  houses  there?—! 
I have  three,  one  small  cottage,  a larger  cottage,  and 
a house.  The  poor  law  valuation  is  £112  a year. 

540.  Are  they  all  tenanted  yet?— They  are. 

541.  Mr.  Exham. — What  ground  rent  do  you  pay? 


— £9  an  acre  for  the  first  five,  and  £6  an  acre  for  the 
remaining  four — £67  odd  in  the  year. 

542.  Mr.  Ward. — Is  it  your  opinion  that  your  pro- 
perty would  be  improved  if  brought  within  the  Holy- 
wood  township  ? — I think  not. 

543.  Would  you  prefer  to  remain  paying  the  county 
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eess  without  bqjng  subjected  to  the  town  taxes  of 
Holy  wood  ? — I certainly  would. 

544.  Mr.  Exham. — What  is  your  objection  1 — One 
objection  is,  supposing  I were  building,  as  I intend  to 
do,  other  houses,  I would  have  the  trouble  and  annoy- 
ance of  submitting  plans  to  the  Commissioners  and 
have  to  do  as  they  would  be  inclined  to  dictate, 
whereas,  at  present  I can  use  my  own  discretion. 

545.  You  are  wrong  in  that  respect,  you  must  go 
to  the  Guardians  and  get  their  liberty  1 

Witness. — My  idea  is  for  my  own  sake,  and  for  the 
sake  of  the  parties  going  there,  to  get  all  things  right. 

546.  The  Legislature  does  not  leave  people  a dis- 
cretion there. 

Witness. — I know  I am  anxious  to  have  everything 
as  complete  as  possible. 

547.  What  other  objection  would  you  have  to 
coming  into  the  township  ? — At  present  I know  exactly 
what  money  I will  have  to  pay  in  the  shape  of  taxes  ; 
supposing  the  Town  Commissioners  were  to  get  the 
place  into  their  own  hands,  I don’t  know  what  I would 
have  to  pay. 

54S.  Only  what  the  law  permitted  1 — But  supposing 
the  taxation  by  the  Commissioners  amounted  to  more 
than  I at  present  pay,  were  T selling  these  houses  I 
have  built,  the  taxes  would  have  to  be  deducted  from 
the  rent  and  the  houses  would  not  bring  so  much. 

549.  But  supposing  the  taxation  was  lessened  it 
would  bring  in  so  much  more  ? — Yes  ; but  I have  grave 
doubts  about  that. 

550.  There  are  the  figures? — I believe  the  figures 
are  right,  but  I don’t  understand  their  anxiety  to  get 
ns  in  to  give  us  this  advantage. 

551.  They  say  that  for  every  10£«\  you  save,  every- 
one in  the  town  will  save  it  also. 

Witness. — With  regard  to  water,  I have  a force- 
pump  and  another  for  rain  water,  and  besides  all  that 
I am  fed  with  water  from  the  hills,  a regidated  pipe 
down  to  my  own  place,  and  having  gone  to  that  ex- 
pense I don’t  see  why  I should  be  taxed  for  water. 

I have  sufficient  water  for  all  the  houses  I may  build 
on  the  place. 

552.  What  are  the  sanitary  arrangements  you  have 


made?  The  sewerage  is  proper  in  every  respect.  It 
is  enclosed,  and  I have  given  instructions  for  a larger 
tank  to  be  built. 

553.  Mr.  Ward. — In  point  of  fact,  would  it  not 
depreciate  the  value  of  your  property  if  it  was  known 
to  be  in  the  Holywood  township  subject  to  town 
taxes  ? — It  would,  just  the  very  name  of  the  thing. 

554.  Mr.  Exham. — Have  you  any  tank  at  present? 

I have  not,  the  houses  are  only  recently  built. 

555.  Where  do  they  drain  to  1 — Into  the  sea. 

556.  Will  it  first  drain  into  the  river  and  then  to 
the  sea  1— -First  to  the  tank,  and  from  the  tank  into 
the  sea — it’s  a regular  nine  inch  pipe. 

557.  Take  care  whether  you  will  be  allowed  to  do 
that  ? — The  grounds  were  all  laid  out  by  an  architect. 

558.  Mr.  Ward. — What  station  do  you  use  and 
your  tenants? — Sometimes  Cultra,  and  sometimes 
Craigavad. 

559.  Do  you  derive  any  advantage  from  Holywood  1 
— I do  not ; I am  not  in  it  six  times  in  the  year. 

560.  Mr-.  Exham. — Suppose  on  the  figuring  you 
save  this  10r/.,  call  it  on  the  county  rate,  would  you 
still  prefer  to  pay  the  I0d.,  and  not  be  brought  under 
the  township?- — I would.  They  are  considered  more 
of  villas  than  if  connected  with  the  town.  Villas  let 
1 tetter  the  fimtlier  you  go  down  towards  Bangor,  on 
account  of  being  so  much  further  down  and  nearer  to 
Bangor. 

561.  Mr.  Anderson. — Your  property  is  beyond 
Dalcoolen  ? — Dalcoolen  is  my  boundary. 

562.  I supposeCraigavadjustadjoinstotheboundary 
between  the  two  townlands? — There  is  just  a field 
between  the  two. 

563.  Who  has  been  building  beside  you  in  your 
locality  ? — Mr.  Boss  is  the  only  gentleman. 

564.  Are  you  awai-e  of  what  buildings  he  h&s  put 
up  ? — A cottage. 

565.  Mr.  Exham. — Is  the  ground  laid  out  for  build- 
ing all  along  there? — The  ground  appears  to  be 
naturally  laid  out  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  James  Moore. — Mr.  Henry  Campbell  took  that 
strip  to  the  river  to  prevent  them  building  there. 

Mr.  Trimble. — I believe  that  was  liis  object. 


HOITWOOD. 

Xm.  55,  1879. 

Sir.  Samuel 
Trimble. 


Mi-.  James  Harkkess  examined. 


565.  Mi-.  Ward. — How  many  houses  have  you  here  ? 
— Three  villa  houses. 

566.  Are  they  all  properly  drained  ? — Yes. 

567 . Describe  what  sauitary  arrangements  you  have 
made? — I have  two  cesspools  for  two  houses  and  one 
for  my  own,  and  a third  cesspool  into  which  all  these 
fall,  whence  the  sewage  flows  through  a pipe  to  the  sea. 
The  late  agent  of  Mr.  Kennedy  took  every  precaution 
to  have  all  tanks  properly  trapped  and  made  secure 
from  overflowing  or  doing  any  harm. 

568.  The  Cultra  tenants  are  all  bound  to  have  pvoper 
appliances  for  that  purpose? — Yes. 

569.  Are  you  opposed  to  the  extension  of  the  Holy- 
wood  township  ? — I am. 

570.  What  station  do  you  use? — Quito. 

571.  Do  you  derive  any  benefit  from  Holywood  ? — 
None  whatever. 

572.  Don’t  you  think  that  Holywood  derives  con- 
siderable benefit  from  you  and  other  gentlemen  re- 
siding along  there  ? — I think  it  does.  We  derive  what 


is  only  an  injury  in  the  way  of  beggars  and  tramps 
going  about  who  live  in  Holywood. 

573.  Mi-.  Anderson. — Is  not  Cultra  ground  laid  out 
in  roads  ? — There  is  one  read,  and  one  circular  road 
there — two  roads. 

57  4.  For  building  ? — It  is  intended  for  building. 

575.  I see  an  advertisement  in  yesterday’s  paper : 
“ Cultra — several  building  sites  possessing  varied  and 
extensive  views,  combined  with  sea-batbing,  &c., 
apply  to  George  M'Auliffe.”  Do  you  know  of  these 
lots? — It  is  on  Mr.  O’Connell’s  properly. 

576.  Mr.  M‘Lean. — Is  there  an  open  drain  from  the 
stable-yard  at  Cultra  ? — I think  not,  I have  never  seen 
one.  I presume,  Mr.  M'Lean,  yon  mean  the  stable- 
yard  of  Cultra  House,  I think  there  is  no  sewerage  from 
it  at  all.  I wish  to  add  with  regard  to  the  lighting 
that  we  never  go  to  a place  of  worship  in  the  evening 
at  all,  so  that  we  don’t  use  the  lighting 

577.  Mr.  M‘Lean. — You  go  in  the  daytime? — 
Yes. 


Mr.  Jjunes 
Harkness 


Mr.  William  A. 

578.  Mr.  Ward. — You  live  at  Ballycultra  ? — Yes. 

579.  What  station  do  you  use  in  travelling? — 
Craigavad  station. 

580.  I believe  you  have  built  a residence  there  ? — I 
have  built  a cottage. 

581.  Are  you  one  of  the  unfortunate  persons  that 
go  to  church  in  Holywood? — I go  to  Glencraig. 

582.  What  are  your  sanitary  arrangements  ? — 
Eleven-inch  pipes  all  the  way  to  the  cesspool,  and  the 
water  is  to  be  filtered ; that  is  a clause  in  my  lease  that 
the  water  is  to  be  innocuous. 

583.  Are  yon  opposed  to  the  proposed  extension  ? — I am. 


Boss  examined. 

584.  Have  you  built  your  house  to  your  own  taste, 
and  made  all  your  sanitary  arrangements,  and  do  you 
even  want  water  ? — I have  an  ample  supply  of  filtered 
water  from  the  mountain. 

585.  You  don’t  want  now,  I suppose,  to  be  dis- 
turbed in  the  happy  arrangements  you  have  made  to 
accommodate  yourself? — I do  not. 

586.  Mr.  CarlUe. — Have  you  a vegetable  garden, 
and  do  you  sell  its  produce  in  Holywood  ? — I do  not. 

587.  I see  your  man  in  eveiy  day. 

Mr  Ross. — I say  it  is  not  correct 


Mr.  William 
A.  Ross. 
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Eou'vooo. 

A’oil  25,  i87‘j.  Mi".  Richard  Gallagher  examined. 


Mr.. Richard 
Gallagher. 


5S8.  To  Mr.  Crawford. — 1 have  been  for  the  last  nine 
years  assistant  to  Mr.  Lyle  on  Mr.  Kennedy’s  property. 

589.  In  the  arrangements  you  make  with  your 
tenants,  do  you  bind  them  to  make  proper  sanitary 
arrangements  ?— ' We  do,  by  special  clauses  in  their 
leases. 

590.  Is  there  a station  on  these  lauds  ? — There  are 
two  stations  on  the  part  proposed  to  be  included  by 
the  Commissioners — Marino  and  Cultra. 

591.  Do  the  tenants  of  these  lands  make  use  of 
these  stations  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  Belfast  ? — 
They  do. 

592.  Is  them  principal  object  in  going  to  Belfast 
for  business  ? — It  is. 

593.  Are  they  in  the  habit  of  going  daily  to  TIolv- 
wood  on  business  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

594.  At  present,  tell  us  how  the  land  is  occupied, 
is  it  not  actually  let  to  tenants? — It  is  all  under  grass 
I may  say. 

595.  Is  that  grass  let  ? — It  is. 

596.  Who  to? — Pai-tly  to  the  owners  of  villas,  they 
have  all  fields  as  accommodation  for  their  cows  to 
supply  themselves  with  milk ; the  other  part  of  the 
estate  is  let  to  graziers  for  cattle  and  horses. 

597.  And  do  they  come  from  all  parts  of  the  county  ? 

598;  Is  there  any  difference  in  the  rates  these  cattle 
pay  per  day  ? — No 


599.  They  come  from- Bangor  and  Craigavad,  and 
Lisburn? — We  don’t  care  where  they  come  from. 
They  are  all  milch  cows,  yearlings  and  young  horses. 

( 600.  From  the  old  Cultra  entrance  over  to  the 
Craigavad  boundary  on  the  southern  side  of  the  road, 
that  is  where  the  rough  ground  on  the  hill  is— is  that 
very  steep  land  ? — Very  steep. 

601.  And  is  it  suitable  or  desirable  at  present  for 
building,  purposes  ?— There  are  two  good  sides  to  it, 
but  it  will  not  be  let  for  twenty  years  to  come ; the 
one-half  is  wood,  and  it  is  very  rough. 

601  Mr.  Exham.— What  is  Evaluation  of  it!— 

, e Po.01'  Lfuv  valuation  is  about  £2  per  acre  on  the 
lower  side.  We  lmve  no  special  valuation  of  that 
particular  part. 

603.  Would  that  land  be  valued  at  more  than  £1 
an  acre?  " What  use ’is  made  of  this?— Part  of  it  we 
get  about  £6  a year  from  for  the  grass,  and  the  other 
portion  is  used  for  the  graziers. 

604.  And  have  you  the  whole  of  the  area  that  is 

IOai  ,t(? th®  milway-  or  greater  portion 
, it  still  available  for  building  purposes  ?— We  have 
a large  portion  of  it. 

t G,05.;  ,7^?*  do  y°u  get  for  this  portion  let  out 
tor  building?—  The  average  would  be  about,£10tkeacre. 


-te  *0  „ JS?  » *"*  * hi* 

Witness. — It  is,  and  having  «0od  ««  wh- 
ether attractions.  ° ° C‘  Sea'bathuig  and 

608.  Is  there  ample  water  on  the  hills  tn  , „ 

“ keiSI>1  °f  MO  f«P  > 

60J.  Have  you  made  any  calculation  of  the  »■*,  e 
Cultra  that  would  be  taken  in?— It  would  hfTf 
198  acres,  exclusive  of  roads.  M mclude 

610.  What  would  bo  the  additional  area,  sum™,, 

^ ^ ^ “"Sl‘  ‘™‘'»-AbS3 

TLa?  T’ould  he.  398  acres  a*  Cultra  alone  of 
Mi.  Kennedy  s property,  exclusive  of  the  roads-310 
acres  of  that  is  averaging  £10  an  acre  ?-No,  the  land 
below  the  road  would  average  £10.  , 

612.  Mr.  Gmwfirrd.  Aslegawls  the  past  few  yeait 

has  there  been  any  rapid  increase  of  building  on  this 
gi-ound  1— None.  ° 

613.  Are  all  the  houses  occupied  on  it?— No  then- 
are  a number  unlet. 

614.  How  many  houses  have  been  built  there  within 
the  past  number  of  years  ?— Since  1S62  about  seven- 
teen have  been  huilt  on  the  piece  proposed  to  be  taken 
m up  to  Cultra  station  to  Craigavad  boundary  there 
have  been  four  additional. 

615.  Are  you  at  present  constructing  a road  down 
past  Mr.  Ross’s  house  to  the  shore  ? — We  are. 

616.  And  are  you  in  process  of  constructing  a sewer 
down  to  the  sea? — We  are. 

^ 617.  Is  that  to  open  tliat  up  as  building-ground  1— 


618.  Have  you  on  the  far  side  of  that  ground 
leased  the  land  to  Mr.  Mitchell  ?— To  the  east  of  the 
Craigavad  boundary  is  leased  to  Mr.  Mitchell. 

619.  Mr.  Exiiam. — Wliy  do  you  object  to  king 
this  under  the  Commissioners  ? — On  account  of  the 
taxation,  that  is  one  reason,  and  the  other  is  that  it 
would  be  depreciated.  People  don’t  like  to  take 
ground  that  is  liable  to  rates.  I believe  it  will  affect 
our  letting  .the  ground  there  for  building  purposes. 

620.  Is  it  because  people  would  not  like  to  be  under 
the  surveillance  of  the  Commissioners  as  to  their  plans? 
— People  there  take  five  or  ten  or  thirty  acres  of 
ground  to  have  villas  and  land  round  it,  and  people 
like  to  please  themselves.  We  bind  them  as  to  the 
sanitary  arrangements  that  must  be  made,  and  there 
are  no  streams  there  to  be  polluted. 

621.  Are  you  in  favour,  as  far  as  the  eastern  portion 
is  concerned,  of  having  it  extended? — Yes. 


Harrison. 


Captain  Harrison  examined. 


- Dxjiam.— What  would  you  say  if  we  tool 

m the  public  road,  and  took  you  in  here  1~ I think  v 
would  be  very  absurd. 

623.  WeH,  what  would  you  say  to  taking  in  tlx 
Bishops  place?— I think  it  would  be  a ridiculous 

624.  Doesn’t  he  derive  immense  advantage  from 
Holywood  ? — None  whatever. 

625.  Mr.  Ward.  Mr.  Hanson  has  a large  farm 
there  simply  used  for  agricultural  purposes— he  doesn’t 
require  that  lighted  or  watched  ?_No,  the  present 
boundary  in  that  direction  is  quite  sufficiently  far  to 

Mr.  M'lean.— This  is  a large  farm  with,  probably 
1 00  cows  on  it ; but  he  supplies  the  town  of  Holywood 
with  milk,  morning  and  evening,  his  milk  cart  goes 
through  every  street,  lane,  and  alley  in  the  town,  and 
these  cows  are  driven  along  the  roads  within  the 
present  Domidai-y  to  other  ground  belonging  to  Mr 


Hanson,  and  they  are  more  injured  by  the  cows  in 
one  day  than  I would  injure  them  in  forty  years.’ 

Mr.  Exham. — He  also  derives  a large  revenue  from 
them.  All  parties  agree  to  an  extension  on  the  east, 
if  there  is  to  be  any  extension  there  is  no  earthly 
reason  why  Mr.  Hanson  should  not  be  brought  in. 

Captain  ffarrison. — I consider  Mr.  Gregg’s  and 
Holywood  House  exactly  parallel  cases,  if  one  is  taken 
in  the  other  should  he  takeu  in  also. 

Mr.  Samuel  Patton.  — Provided  they  extend  to  the 
east  as  far  as  to. the  west,  I am  quite  prepared  to  fall 
in  with  it. 

Mr.  Weatlierall. — After  the  explanation  I . have 
heard,  I am  decidedly  for  the  extension.  The  reason 
of  my  doubt  yesterday  was,  tliat  I hold  a few  acres 
that  will  be  taken  in,  and  from  the  explanation  I 
have  since  heard,  I believe  it  will  be  to  my  advantage 
to  be  taken  in. 

The  inquiry  terminated. 
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LONDONDERRY— JULY  11th,  1879. 

Before  Messrs.  Exham,  q.c.;  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e.;  and  Henry  a.  Robinson. 


Londonderry 
July  II,  18Jt. 


Tlie  Mayor  examined. 


1.  Ciiai RMAX. — You  are  the  Mayor  of  Londonderry  ? 
— Yes. 

2.  We  understand  that  you  had  a change  of  the 
boundaries  effected  in  1864  1 — Yes. 

3.  Were  they  then  enlarged  considerably? — Yes. 

4.  Has  the  Corporation  considered  the  question  of 
a further  extension  ?— Yes. 

5.  What  decision  have  they  come  to? — That  the 
present  boundary  embraces  as  much  as  we  require  for 
many  years  to  come. 

G.  Have  you  already  within  your  boundary  all  land 
built  on,  or  likely  to  be  built  on,  for  a number  of 
rears  ? For  the  purpose  of  roads,  sanitary  matters  or 
otherwise,  could  there  be  any  beneficial  change  made  1 
— We  think  not. 

7.  Is  that  the  feeling  of  the  Corporation  ? — Yes. 

S.  Do  you  speak  as  the  head  of  the  Corporation  on 
their  behalf? — Yes. 

9.  We  were  not  aware  there  had  been  any  extension 
in  1864? — There  was,  and  to  a very  large  extent. 


There  was  a very  large  quantity  of  land  taken  in, 
sufficient  for  our  purposes  for  the  next  fifty  years. 

10.  How  many  wards  are  there? — Three.' 

1 1 . Is  there  any  change  considered  desirable  in  these 
wards  ? — I would  say  not.  I think  they  are  arranged 
satisfactorily. 

12.  Are  the  wards  here  the  same  for  municipal 
and  poor  law  purposes.  Are  there  the  same  number 
of  voters  in  the  wards  for  municipal  and  poor  law- 
purposes  ? — Well,  I am  not  prepared  to  answer  that 
for  there  are  different  ratings. 

137  Are  there  three  wards  for  poor  law  purposes  ? — 
Ho. 

14.  Are  you  able  to  say,  of  your  own  knowledge, 
and  independently  of  the  Corporation,  whether  there 
is  any  outside  district  the  inhabitants  of  which,  wish 
to  be  brought  in  ? — No  application  has  ever  been  made 
to  us  on  the  subject,  and  in  any  case  the  Corporation 
consider  that  no  extension  is  necessary  or  will  be 
necessary  for  a number  of  years. 


The  Mayor. 


Mr.  William  James  Robinson  examined. 


15.  Chairman. — What  was  the  area  of  Londonderry 
before  1864? — I could  not  say,  I was  not  surveyor  at 
the  time. 

1 6.  What  is  it  now  ? — A mile  exactly  from  the  Cor- 
poration Hall. 

17.  What  is  the  population  1 — About  30,000,  but 
it  is  increasing. 

18.  Have  you  any  map  here  showing  exactly  the 
present  boundary? — There  can  he  no  difficulty  about 
it,  for  it  is  shown  on  the  deposited  plan. 


19.  What  are  the  rates  here  now? — 4s.  in  the 
pound. 

20.  What  have  they  been  for  the  past  five  years  ? — 
The  same.  That  is  for  buildings  within  1 00  yards  of 
a public  lamp,  outside  of  that  they  pay  one-third 
rate. 

21 . Does  the  boundary  now  cut  through  townlands  ? 
— It  does. 

22.  Has  the  Corporation  ihc  management  of  the 
roads  under  their  own  Act  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  William 
J.  Robinson. 


Mr.  Robert  A.  Chambers,  Town  Clerk,  examined. 


23.  Mr.  Robinson. — How  long  have  you  been  Town 
Clerk? — Since  the  14th  April,  1879. 

24.  What  Act  is  Londonderry  constituted  under  ? — 
The  Towns  Improvement  Acts  of  1848, 1855,  and  1S64. 

25.  Did  the  Londonderry  Improvement  Act  of  1864 
extend  the  boundaries  very  considerably  ? — Yes. 

26.  Are  you  aware  to  what  extent  ? — No. 

27.  Did  they  also  extend  the  parliamentary  boundary 
under  the  Act  of  1864? — No. 

2S.  Has  the  parliamentary  boundary  been  since  ex- 
tended?— It  has.  It  is  the  same  as  the  municipal 
boundary. 

29.  Do  you  know  by  what  authority  it  was  then 
extended  ? — No. 

30.  How  many  electoral  divisions  does  it  include  ? 
— Three  or  four. 

31.  Does  it  include  them  wholly  or  in  part  ? — It  in- 
cludes the  entire  of  three  I think,  and  portion  of  one. 

32.  There  were  some  queries  sent  down  to  you  when 
this  Commission  began?— Yes;  hut  I have  only  been 
informed  of  that  this  morning  (in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  the  late  Town  Clerk  who,  I believe,  replied 
to  them).  I have  no  record  of  the  reply,  but  I believe 
he  did  answer  them. 

33.  Do  you  know  if  that  reply  was  submitted  to  the 
Corporation 1 — I believe  it  was,  before  being  sent  away, 
and  received  their  approval. 

34.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  no  extension  of  the 
boundary  was  desirable  ? — I believe  so. 

35.  Was  there  a special  meeting  of  the  Council 
convened  to  consider  that  l— It  might  have  been  the 
ordinary  meeting  of  the  Police  and  Market’s  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council. 

36.  How  many  representatives  have  you  for  each 
ward  ? — Eight — six  councillors  and  two  aldermen. 

37.  Is  the  valuation  pretty  much  the  same  in  each 
ward  ? — Yes. 

38.  Chairman. — Could  you  give  us  the  number  of 
burgesses,  and  the  valuation  of  each  ward  ? 


Mr.  William  Stafford,  Assistant  Town  Clerk. — The 
East  waixl  contains  309  burgesses,  and  the  valuation 
is  £26,166,  including  government  buildings  and  all  ; 
the  North  ward,  300  burgesses,  and  its  valuation, 
£28,434;  the  South  ward,  170  burgesses,  and ‘its 
valuation  is  £17,188  10s. 

39.  Is  the  full  rate  struck  on  all  houses  that  are 
not  more  than  100  yards  from  a lamp  ? — Yes. 

40.  If  the  houses  are  more  than  100  yards  from  a 
lamp  ? — Then  one-third  rate  is  payable. 

41.  Is  it  the  same  on  lands?— -Yes. 

42.  Chairman. — Under  the  Act  of  1864? — Not 
alone  that.  It  is  also  under  the  Acts  of  1848  and  1855. 

43.  Mr.  Robinson. — Have  you  had  sufficient  ex- 
perience to  enable  you  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the 
desirability  of  a redistribution  of  those  wards,  or  do 
you  think  they  are  fairly  balanced,  so  far  as  the  valua- 
tion is  concerned.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  the 
Council  on  this  point? — It  has  not  been  discussed 
before  the  Council  during  my  time. 

44.  Could  Mr.  Stafford  give  us  the  map  showing 
the  new  boundary  under  the  Improvement  Act  of 
1864  ? — Yes.  (Map  produced  by  Mr.  Stafford.) 

45.  Could  you  tell  us  on  how  much  of  the  valuation 
is  the  full  rate  payable,  and  on  liow  much  the  one- 
tliird  ? — The  collector’s  books  would  tell  that. 

46.  Mi’.  Stafford. — About  £1,800  is  the  valuation 
of  the  property  on  which  the  one-third  is  payable. 
The  total  valuation  of  the  city,  on  which  the  full  rate 
is  struck,  is  £60,000.  I should  say  rather  that 
£5S,200  is  the  amount  on  which  a full  rate  is  struck. 
The  difference  is  principally  caused  by  government 
buildings,  the  gaol,  lunatic  asylum,  workhouse,  and  so 
on.  The  area  of  the  East  ward  is  809a.  2r.  ; North 
ward,  469a.  3r.  19p.  ; and  the  South  ward  751a.  3r. 
13p. 

47.  What  is  the  total? — 2,031a.  Or.  32p. 

48.  And  that  is  the  same  as  the  parliamentary 
boundary  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  Robert 
Clumbers. 
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Londonderry 
July  11, 187a. 

Mr.  William  J. 
Kobinson. 


Mr.  William  J.  Robinson,  City  Surveyor,  re-examined. 


, 49.  Mr.  Robinson. — Ciin  you  give  me  the  area 
comprised  within  the  old  municipal  boundary? — 650 
acres. 

50.  Do  you  know  the  area  within  the  old  parlia- 
mentary boundary  ? — No. 

51.  Do  you  know  if  the  old  parliamentary  boundary 
was  the  same  as  the  old  municipal  ? — I do  not. 

52.  What  is  the  area  within  the  present  municipal 
boundary? — It  is,  exclusive  of  water,  2,127  acres. 
The  water  covers  337  acres,  or  a total  of  2,464  acres. 

53.  How  many  townlands  does  the  present  boundary 
cut  ? — Four. 

54.  Give  their  names  ? — Creggan,  Ballymagowan, 
Gobnascale,  and  Tamneyuiore. 


55.  What  is  the  area?— 695  acres  , 

boundary,  divided  in  this  way,  Creggan  298^  t ie 
Ballymagowan,  98  acres;  Gobnascale! 96  acres  I 
Tamne.yinore,  203  acres.  68  ’ Ml1* 

56.  Are  the  present  boundaries  regarded  with  satis 

faction  by  the  ratepayer  ? — I think  they  are  amUi 
by  the  Corporation.  J d a,s0 

57.  Do  you  think  the- boundary  is  too  We  in 

direction?— I think  it  is  fully  large  enough  ° That  ■ 
the  opinion  I have  heard  expressed.  18 

58.  Did  you  ever  hear  it  mooted  by  any  one  that 
limitation  of  the  boundary  would  be  desirable  in 
way?— I do  not  know  that  I did.  The  people  am 
quite  content  that  it  should  remain  ns  it  is. 


Mr.  John  T. 

Bnssell. 


Mr.  John  T.  Russell  examined. 


59.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  are  Clerk  of  the  London- 
derry Poor  Law  Union? — Yes. 

60.  How  many  electoral  divisions  does  the  boundary 
cut  ? — The  borough  of  Londonderry,  for  parliamentary 
and  municipal  purposes,  is  composed  of  the  entire 
electoral  division  of  the  city  and  suburbs  and  portions 
of  the  Waterside,  Upper  Liberties  division.  The  citv 
division  is  valued  at  .£66,443,  and  the  Waterside 
.£13,561,  of  which  there  is  -within  Hie  borough  the 
townland  of  Clooney,  valued  at  £7,253. 

61.  So  that  the  only  townland  of  that  electoral 
division  within  the  borough?— Yes;  and  then  there 
is  part  of  Gobnascale,  £2,094 ; and  part  of  Tamney- 
more,  £55 ; making  a total  of  £9,402.  The  total 
valuations  of  Upper  and  Lower  Liberties  divisions  are 
£4,829  and  £9,339,  respectively,  there  being  of  the 
former  division,  £S34  inside  the  borough — that  is  part 
of  Ballymagowan,  £7S4  ; and  part  of  Creggan,  £50  ; 
and  of  the  latter  division  the  townlands  of  Pennyburn 
and  Cloughglass,  valued  at  £1,1 06,  are  also  within  the 
borough.  The  present  municipal  borough  is  divided 
for  municipal  purposes  into  three  wards,  east,  north 
and  south. 

62.  Are  there  the  same  wards  for  poor  law  purposes  1 
— No ; the  city  division  alone  is  the  area  for  poor  law 
purposes. 

63.  What  is  the  total  valuation  of  Waterside  and 
Upper  and  Lower  Liberties  outside  the  borough?— 
£4,159  for  Waterside  electoral  division,  for  Upper 
Liberties,  £3,995,  and  Lower  Liberties  £8,233. 

64  Are  you  in  a position  to  say— when  the  extended 
boundai-y  in  ISC 4 was  made — what  prompted  the 

Corporation  to  choose  the  extension  they  did? As 

well  as  I recollect  they  selected  it  on  the  report  of 
thmr  surveyor,  and  they  thought  it  would  be  a 
sufficiently  wide  area  for  municipal  ancl  parliamentary 
pin-poses. 


65.  I believe  the  surveyor  took  a radius  of  one  mile 
all  round,  from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — Yes  I think 
he  wanted  to  make  the  Corporation  Hall  the  centre 
1 remember  that  that  was  the  idea. 

bb  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  make  as  to  the 
boundary  of  Londonderry  HI  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  very  desirable  that  the  boundaries  of  the  electoral 
divisions  of  tie  city  and  Waterside  should  be  made 
tU wards"5  Wlt  l pstLaraentary  boundary  or  with 

67.  For  what  purpose  {-For  the  convenience  of 
sti  iking  the  rates  and  for  other  purposes. 

68.  Doyou  thiuk  that  is  the  feeling  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  ?-They  have  never  taken  it  into  con- 
sideration. 


69.  Would  you  propose  to  create  poor  law  wards? 
— Yes ; by  dividing  the  representation  on  the  poor  law 
board,  and  making  it  by  wards  the  same  as  in  Belfast 


70.  Is  there  anything  more  you  would  add  ?— Yes. 
There  are  four  elected  Poor  Law  Guardians  for  the 
city  division ; two  for  the  Waterside,  two  for  Lower 
Liberties,  and  one  for  Upper  Liberties.  I might 
mention  with  regard  to  the  wards,  that  I think  are- 
arrangement  of  them  would  be  desirable. 

71.  The  South  ward  is  much  smaller  than  either  of 
the  other  two— do  you  think  the  city  is  not  equally 
distributed  ? — I look  upon  the  area  as  not  being  a test 
at  all  of  the  valuation  ancl  importance  of  the  place. 
For  instance,  the  valuation  of  the  South  ward  of  the 
city  in  1859  was  £9,278,  and  its  present  valuation  is 
£17,188  10s. 

72.  Mr.  William  J , Robinson. — Perhaps  Mr.  Russell 
is  not  aware  that  in  the  South  ward,  at  present,  there 
are  a very  large  number  of  buildings  being  erected. 

Mr.  Russell. — In  the  South  ward  the  valuation  in 
1859  was  £16,512,  whereas  now  it  is  £28,434;  in 
the  Eastward  in  1859  the  valuation  was  £15.876; 
at  present  it  is  £26,166.  The  number  of  municipal 
voters  in  1859  for  the  South  ward  was  10S,  now  it  is 
170;  for  the  North  ward  it  was  202  in  1859,  now  it 
is  300 ; and  for  the  East  ward  the  number  of  municipal 
voters  in  1859  was  185,  ancl  the  present  number  is 
309.  It  is  clear  from  this  that  the  city  is  extending 
in  a northerly  and  easterly  direction. 

73.  The  East  ward  is  at  present  the  largest? — No, 
the  North  ward  is  the  largest  in  point  of  valuation. 
I don’t  look  upon  the  area  as  of  much  consequence. 
It  is  generally  made  up  of  pasture  lands  in  the  North 
ward,  but  the  city  is  extending  to  the  north  and  east. 
I would  suggest  that  a fourth  ward  should  be  created 
from  portions  of  the  north  and  south,  that  is  to  say, 
by  creating  a West  ward,  or  by  readjusting  the  present 
wards,  and  giving  a large  portion  from  the  north  and 
east  to  the  South  ward.  The  South  ward,  at  present, 
in  my  opinion,  has  an  undue  representation  at  the 
council,  and  the  North  and  East  wards  not  a proper 
representation. 

7 4.  Mr.  William  J.  Robinson. — I may  explain  that 
within  the  last  twelve  months  there  has  been  a larger 
increase  in  the  number  of  buildings  in  the  South  ward 
than  in  the  other  two  put  together. 

75.  Mr.  Robinson.  — Would  these  buildings  be 
rated  at  the  full  rate? — Oh,  certainly.  They  are 
within  a hundred  yards  of  a public  lamp.  There  are 
about  4(i  > acres  in  the  South  ward,  at  present,  being  laid 
out  for  building  purposes.  There  has  been  a tendency 
to  build  in  the  South  ward  within  the  past  eight 
years. 

76.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  change  required  in 
the  existing  wards  ? — I think  not,  but  there  is  at  the 
same  time  a good  deal  of  force  in  what  Mr.  Russell 
■has  said. 

[The  inquiry  terminated.] 
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LIMERICK— JULY  4th,  1879. 

Limerick. 

Before  Messrs.  Exham,  Q.C.,  0.  P.  Cotton,  O.E.,  and  Henry  A.  Robissox.  ***** 


Mr.  John*  Ell  Ann,  Town  Clerk,  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Exham. — How  long  have  you  been  Town 
C'lcrkl — Twenty-two  years. 

2.  The  queries  tliat  we  sent  down  to  you  were 
submitted,  I presume,  to  the  Town  Council? — Yes; 
tirst  of  all  they  were  submitted  to  a Committee,  and 
the  report  of  the  Committee  was  brought  before  the 
Council  and  approved  of  by  them. 

3.  Was  that  approval  unanimous? — The  report  was 
adopted,  there  may  have  been  one  or  two  Commis- 
sioners who  did  not  approve  of  it,  but  only  one  or  two. 

4.  The  present  boundaries  are  those  adopted  in 
1840? — Yes.  As  marked  out  by  the  Corporation 
Act. 

5.  Are  the  wards  the  same  ? — No. 

G.  When  was  the  alteration  made  in  the  wards  1 — 
In  1853,  under  the  Limerick  Improvement  Act. 

7.  Can  you  now  say  whether,  suppose  there  was 
no  alteration  in  the  boundary,  these  wards  are  con- 
sidered satisfactory  ? — They  are. 

8.  How  many  members  of  the  Town  Council  are 
there  ? — Forty.  There  are  eight  wards,  eight  aider- 
men,  and  thirty-two  councillors. 

9.  Was  the  boundary  before  1840  much  larger  than 
the  present? — Yes. 

10.  Were  the  old  town  boundary  coterminous  with 
the  parliamentary  boundary  ? — Yes  ; and  the  parlia- 
mentary boundaiy  remained  the  same  since  1 840. 

11.  How  far  does  that  parliamentary  boundary 
extend? — It  extends  in  various  directions  — not 
equally. 

12.  What  is  the  furthest  extent  it  goes  beyond  the 
centre  of  the  town  ? — I should  say  about  six  miles, 
but  it  is  not  the  same  in  every  direction. 

1 3.  How  long  was  that  the  parliamentary  boundary  ? 
— From  the  time  of  the  Down  Survey. 

14.  That  was  the  old  city  ot  Limerick? — Yes.  We 
have  a map  showing  it,  and  the  city  surveyor  will  be 
here  and  he  can  speak  to  it. 

1 5.  "What  is  the  area  of  the  parliamentary  boundaiy  ? 
— According  to  the  report  before  me  15,548  Irish 
acres,  but  there  was  a doubt  as  to  the  exact  correct- 
ness of  that. 

16.  Mr.  Exham. — As  I understand  from  the  reply 
to  the  queries  of  the  Commissioners,  it  is  proposed  by 
the  Town  Council  to  extend  the  municipal  boundary 
to  the  entire  of  the  parliamentary  boundaiy  ? — Yes. 

17.  That  would  make  it  about  25,000  statute  acres 
in  extent  ? — It  would  be  more  than  that. 

18.  You  say  that  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  adopted? — Yes ; according  to  the  minute  of 
the  Council  of  the  10th  of  January,  1879,  at  a meeting 
at  which  nineteen  members  were  present,  “ it  was  pro- 
posed and  adopted  unanimously  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.” 

19.  Asa  matter  of  fact  was  it  adopted  unanimously  ? 
Well,  there  may  have  been  an  individual  member 

• ^oti  aSree  to  but  if  any  one  wished  to  have 
had  his  dissent  recorded  it  would  have  been  taken 
down. 

20.  Did  the  Corporation  or  the  Committee  consider 
whether  they  proposed  to  light  and  water  the  entire 
of  that  district? — No. 

. 21*  Surely  they  did  not  propose  to  take  in  people 
six  or  seven  miles  off  and  not  give  them  any  of  the 
advantages  enjoyed  by  those  residing  in  the  city,  and 
yet  make  them  pay  the  same  rate  1— -Well,  they  held 
in  recollection  that  they  could  only  levy  one-third  of 
the  rate  for  land  under  the  Limerick  Improvement 
Act,  and  in  that  way  they  would  be  only  subject  to 
one-third,  of  the  improvement  rate. 

22.  Did  the  Corporation  consider  in  that  proposal 
e question  of  their  taking  up  all  the  roads  within 
that  district?— They  did. 


-3.  And  what  did  they  do  with  regard  to  that 
— did  they,  for  one-third,  propose  to  maintain  all  the 
roads? — Yes. 

24.  Then  according  to  that  the  people  living  in  this 
district  would  derive  a very  great  advantage,  for  at 
present  they  pay  counr.y  cess.  Do  the  roads  in  the 
city  cost  more  than  those  in  the  county? — Well,  I 
could  not  say. 

25.  Do  they  propose  that  they  should  only  pay  one- 
third  of  the  cost  of  keeping  up  the  roads  ? — No.  They 
directed  Mr.  Corbett,  the  surveyor,  to  prepare  an  esti- 
mate and  take  a measurement  of  the  roads  in  the 
county  which  he  did — of  the  paid  proposed  to  lie  taken 
in — and  he  was  to  form  an  estimate  of  what  the  cost 
of  maintenance  would  be.  They  also  got  him  to  pre- 
pare a statement,  showing  what  the  rate  would  be 
likely  to  produce,  to  guide  them  as  to  the  advantages 
or  disadvantages  attendant  on  extending  the  borough 
boundary. 

26.  Did  he  report  on  that  to  the  Committee? — Yes; 
Mr.  Corbett  has  that.  We  have  a special  Act  making 
the  rate  one-third,  “ the  Limerick  Improvement  Act, 
1853.”  The  Corporation  Act  altered  the  wards,  and 
increased  them  from  five  to  eight. 

27.  Have  the  Corporation  considered  this  question, 
whether  in  anything  to  be  brought  in,  if  they  take  up 
the  management  of  the  roads,  the  parties  should  re- 
main liable  to  the  same  county  cess  they  pay  at  present 
and  then  pay  something  towards  the  city  rate  ? — They 
took  into  consideration  they  would  have  to  pay  the 
general  purposes  rate  and  also  one-third  of  the  im- 
provement rate,  and  they  calculated  that  our  general 
purposes  rate  would  be  smaller  than  what  the  county 
Grand  Jury  rate  is. 

28.  Is  there  any  difference  between  the  county  of 
the  city  and  the  municipal  boundaiy — are  they  not 
one  and  the  same  ? — Yes ; and  the  county  of  the  city 
of  Limerick  is  a county  in  itself. 

29.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  flaring  judge  sitting  in 
Limerick  is  coterminous  with  the  municipal  boundary  ? 
— I believe  so.  At  the  eoromeucement  I understood 
there  was  some  doubt  about  it,  but  the  practice  has 
been  to  use  it  as  such,  and  the  magistrates  of  the  North 
Liberty  barony  are  county  magistrates,  and  exercise 
jurisdiction  as  county  magistrates  between  the  present 
municipal  boundary  and  the  parliamentary  boundary. 
The  municipal  boundary  only  goes  to  Kilrosh — Little 
Kilru sh — but  the  whole  district  of  Coonagh  votes  in 
the  city. 

30.  They  are  part  of  the  county,  I take  it,  except 
for  parliamentary  purposes  ? — Yes,  exactly. 

31.  The  general  purposes  rate  you  have  is  analagous 
to  Grand  Jury  cess  in  the  county  ? — Yes, .exactly. 

32.  What  is  the  maximum  of  the  improvement  rate 
here  under  your  Act? — Five  shillings. 

33.  What  is  that  rate  applicable  to? — Lighting, 
watching,  cleansing,  scavenging,  and  repairing  the 
roads.  The  sewerage  is  included  in  it  now,  under  the 
Public  Health. 

34.  Have  you  a separate  rate  for  it? — No ; we  use 
the  improvement  rate  for  it. 

35.  What  was  the  improvement  rate  since  1874? — 
1874,  2s.  lOd. ; the  general  purposes,  2s.  ; in  1875, 
4s.  2d.  and  Is.  11-id. ; in  1876,  3s.  7/1.  and  Is.  3 d. ; 
in  1877,  4s.  Id.  and  Is.  lOd. ; and  in  1878,  3s.  6 d.  and 
Is.  3d. 

36.  How  was  it  that  in  1874  the  general  purposes 
rate  was  2s.  ; in  1875,  Is.  ll^d. ; in  1877,  Is.  lOd. ; 
and  in  the  other  two  years  only  Is.  3d.  ? — The  reasons 
for  each  rating  would  be  different. 

37.  I am  confining  myself  to  the  general  purposes, 
how  is  it  that  the  “ fixed  ” charges  varied  as  much  ? — 
There  was  the  lunatic  asylum  and  the  capitation. 

2 Y 


Mr.  John 
Ellard. 
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Limbcick.  grant  given  by  Government  towards  the  support  of 
July  4,  1879.  lunatics,  that,  in  the  years  it  was  given,  would  reduce 
Mr  John"  the  rate  very  much. 

Eukrd.  38.  Did  it  vary  so  much  each  year  ! — Yes;  it  was 

at  the  rate  of  4s.  per  head. 

39.  How,  exactly,  would  that  mate  a difference! — 
According  to  the  numbers  in  the  house.  The  Govern- 
ment advanced  out  of  the  consolidated  fund  the  ex- 
penses to  the  governors  of  the  lunatic  asylum  to  carry 
them  .on,  and  we  subsequently  passed  presentments 
for  that  money  to  refund  it.  Then,  when  these  Acts 
came  into  force,  the  Government  did  not  advance  the 
money,  and  we  were  called  on  for  one  or  two  present- 
ments to  repay  what  they  advanced,  and  to  advance 
money  to  carry  on  the  asylum,  and  that  added  con- 
siderably to  our  general  purposes  rate  in  these  years. 

40.  What  will  be  your  general  purposes  rate  as  the 
law  now  stands,  having  got  rid  of  the  prisons,  and  so 
on ! — About  id.  or  5d.  in  the  pound,  we  calculate  it 
at  that ; it  would  be  very  low.  Another  reason  for 
the  general  purposes  rate  increasing  is,  that  there  were 
some  industrial  schools  established,  and  we  entered  into 
arrangements  with  some  of  them  to  receive  parties 
there — there  was  one  in  Cork — another  where  fifty 
were  arranged  for. 

41.  Still  your  calculation  is  that  paying  for  reforma- 
tories, public  schools,  and  those  things,  you  would  be 
able  to  do  it  at  the  5 d.  rate ! — That  was  considered 
what  eventually  it  will  be. 

42.  Was  it  considered  your  improvement  rate  would 
remain  the  same,  3s.  6d.  ! — It  would  be  about  that ; 
3s.  6 d.  would  be  the  maximum,  because  in  these  rates 
we  include  sewerage  and  matters  connected  with  sani- 
tary purposes. 

43.  Have  the  Corporation  considered  this,  that  at 
present  the  portion  you  propose  to  bring  in,  which  is 
inside  the  parliamentary  boundary,  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  rural  sanitary  authority,  and  that  the  rates  the 
occupiers  pay— the  sanitary  rate  under  the  Act  of  last 
year — are  divided  between  the  occupier  and  the  landlord 
which  does  not  apply  to  those  within  the  city.  Now, 
what  do  you  propose  as  to  that.  If  they  were  added’ 
would  you  be  prepared  to  scavenge,  cleanse,  and  sewer’ 
and  all  for  them,  and  become  the  nuisance  authority 
for  the  whole  of  that  district,  they  paying  you  only  a 
certain  proportion  1 — The  Corporation  propose  that 
the  incidence  of  taxation  should  be  made  the  same  as 
the  poor  race,  even  in  the  city,  and  at  the  present 
moment  we  have  sent  forward  petitions  to  Parliament 
about  it. 


44.  That  is  that  the  whole  district  should  be  on  the 
same  footing,  and  the|hmdlord  pay  one-half,  and  the 
tenant  one-half  7 — Yes. 

45.  For  sanitary  purposes  !— Yes,  poor  law  and 
sanitary,  and,  indeed,  the  Corporation  think  it  should 
be  for  all  rates. 

46.  You  have  given  us  in  your  reply  to  the  queries 
returns  of  the  three  baronies,  North  Liberty,  Clan- 
william,  and  Pebblebrian.  Clan  william  appears  to 
pay  the  highest  county  cess.  It  mounted  up  to  2s.  3 id. 
the  others  were  as  low  as  Is.  id.,  do  you  propose  to 
have  only  one  uniform  rate  for  these  in  respect  of 
county-at-large  charges.  If  you  bring  them  into  the 
city,  I understand  you  to  say,  you  want  them  to  pay 
only  one- third  of  the  improvement  rate!— No  the 
whole  of  the  general  purposes  rate,  and  one- third  of 
the  improvement  rate. 

47.  What  do  you  propose  to  do  with  the  roads  do 

you  put  them  under  the  improvement  rate,  and  make 
the  occupiers  pay  only  one-third  for  them!— Yes  that 
is  all  we  would  have  the  power  to  do,  it  is  under  the 
improvement  rate  we  maintain  our  own  roads  and 
streets.  We  don’t  take  one  shilling  out  of  the  general 
purposes  fund.  6 

^ ^°U  <*°  ^ on  fc^at  ft,ot4ag  the  publio  outside 
would  get  a great  advantage  from'  it.  It  would  lessen 
taxation  on  them!— Yes,  but  the  Corporation  were 
under  the  impression  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the 
Liberties  to  be  joined,  and  an  advantage  to  the  city  to 
have  a larger  area  of  taxation,  and  our  Grand  Jury 


s°  T °Wer  than  tlie  county  cess  wo„i , 
give  them  an  advantage  without  injury  to  thTJ* 

49.  What  is  the  view  of  the  people  with  regard  to 
owners  of  houses  m that  district,  is  it  that  the\S,K 

50.  Would  you  give  these  houses  the  leneSt  or 
hghtog;  watering,  and- so  oul-No,  that  oould*^ 


city  pays,  if  you  don’t  put  water  up  to  their  do^ 
light  or  scavenge  for  llieml-We  would  onlv'do 
what  is  requn-ed  under  the  Act.  v 

52.  Do  the  Corporation  consider  that  fair— remem 
bernig  that  if  you  take  the  case  of  a resident  three 
miles  from  the  centre  of  the  city,  and  outside  the 
present  boundary— his  laud,  of  course,  would  onlvmv 
one-third,  but  there  is  no  exemption  in  favour  of  his 
house!— No  taxation  would  compensate  for  extendi™ 
gas  mains  and  water-pipes  out  miles  in  a purely  rural 
district. 


53.  Have  the  Corporation  considered  then-  beino 
put  on  a differential  scale  ?— Well,  perhaps  it  would 
be  equitable  to  make  some  difference. 

54.  In  other  places  they  proposed  to  take  in  gentle- 
men’s houses,  and  I asked  the  owners  if  they  considered 
it  right  to  be  taxed  for  that,  and  they  said,  “No,  they 
should  not  be  taxed  for  the  full,  inasmuch  as  they 
wont  give  ns  water  or  light ; if  they  give  that  we 
will  be  delighted,  but  if  they  don’t  it  would  not  lie 
fair  to  make  us  pay  the  same  as  men  in  the  town." 
In  some  places  the  idea  was  that  they  ought  to  pay 
one-half  rating  ? — My  own  individual  opinion  is  that 
it  would  be  equitable  they  should  not  pay  the  same 
as  those  who  are  getting  the  advantage  of  light  and 
water,  but  in  respect  of  the  land  they  get  the  benefit 
of  only  paying  one-third.  ’ 

55.  But  lie  would  not  get  off  so  far  as  liis  house  or 
demesne  proper  is  concerned,  paying  only  one-third 
on  that ; he  would  he  compelled — if  tlie  Act  of  Par- 
liament remained  the  same — to  pay  tlie  same  as  the 
gentleman  whose  place  is  within  tlie  boundary.  He 
will  get  the  benefit  of  light,  water,  sewers,  ifcc.,  in  the 
present  boundary,  though  I question  the  great  advan- 
tage of  the  water  if  it  has  not  very  much  improved 
of  late,  hut  if  you  go  two  miles  off  there  are  several 
places  which  I see  on  the  map — one  is  Mr.  Delmege’s 
— would  it  he  fair  or  right  to  make  them  pay  the 
same  taxes,  unless  you  supply  them  with  equal  advan- 
tages to  those  enjoyed  by  those  within  the  boundary  ! 
— Well,  the  pai*ties  residing  near  tlie  town  have  the 
advantage  of  the  streets,  of  the  lighting  and  watering 
to  a certain  extent,  their  horses  and  cars  come  in  and 
cut  up  our  roads  and  streets,  and  it  is  but  fair  that 
they  should  pay  something  towards  that. 

56.  Why  should  market  gardeners,  who  use  the  city 
very  largely,  he  let  off  with  one-third  and  not  pay 
more,  while  the  gentlemen  who  get  no  greater  advan- 
tage pay  in  full  for  their  houses ! — But  the  market 
gardener  would  pay  in  full  for  his  house. 

57.  From  your  knowledge  and  experience  can  you 
say  whether  laud  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Limerick 
derives  exceptional  advantages  and  benefit  from  its 
proximity  to  the  town,  and  are  higher  rents  paid  for 
it  ? — There  is  not  a doubt  of  it. 

58.  Does  that  apply  to  land  six  or  seven  miles  off! 
— Not  to  such  an  extent,  hut  to  a certain  extent.  Of 
course,  land  six  or  seven  miles  off  is  not  of  the  same 
value  as  land  one  mile  off. 

59.  Then  comes  in.  the  question,  why  make  the 
man,  whose  land  is  five  or  six  or  seven  miles  off,  and 
who  does  not  get  anything  like  the  same  benefit  from 
it,  pay  the  one-third,  the  same  as  the  man  within  two 
miles  of  the  town! — Except  on  the  principle  that  yon 
cannot  do  a general  good  without  doing  some  individual 
wrong.  In  every  Act  of  Parliament  some  one  wil 
be  aggrieved  by  it. 

60.  But  you  are  making  a great  bound,  we  .have 
not  been  asked  anywhere  to  take  in  land  to  a distance 
of  three  miles  off,  that  is  land  property  so  called.  a 
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Cork  we  Lave  been  asked  to  take  iu  as  far  as  the  ruins 
,lt  (Jlauiuii'e,  on  the  ground  of  there  being  continuous 
gentlemen's  residences  and  demesnes  down  to  it,  and, 
therefore,  the  question  of  laud  qua  land  does  not  come 
u,  But  your  villa  residences,  I believe,  cease  about 
three  miles,  or  two  miles  and  a half  front  the  town,  or 
less'?— Tes.  ...  .. 

61.  Would  it  be  fair  to  take  in  a farmer  six  miles 
off  and  bring  him  on  a parallel  with  a man  only  two 
unWs  away  ?— I should  mention  that  an  altered  state 
of  circumstances  has  arisen  regarding  the  position  of 
the  citizens  in  relation  to  the  boundaries  of  1 S40.  At 
that  time  they  were  entitled  to  tolls  and  customs,  and 
which  right  existed  six  or  seven  years  afterwards. 
These,  however,  were  disputed  by  the  Great  Southern 
and  Western  Railway  Company  in  reference  to  goods 
coming  up  their  line,  and  finally  it  was  decided  against 
us  in  Cork, by  which  we  lost  thoserc  venues.  That  placed 
the  citv  at  very  great  disadvantage,  for  the  boundaries 
were  made  on  the  understanding  or  supposition  that 
the  city  would  have  the  benefit  of  these  revenues. 

G2.  That  is  they  lost  whatever  benefit  they  got  by 
tolls,  but  that  is  no  reason  why  you  should  include 
fanners  six  miles  oil',  and  make  them  citizens  ? — The 
opinion  was  that  if  it  was  foreseen  that  the  revenue 
would  be  lost  the  boundaries  would  have  been  extended 
over  a larger  area  than  they  were. 

63.  But  the  principle  of  extending  boundaries 
appears  to  be  this— if  there  is  a suburban  district 
lamely  built  on,  and  used  for  the  purpose  of  residences 
that  district  might  or  should  be  made  contribute  to 
the  taxation  of  the  town,  but  has  that  over  been  done 
to  your  knowledge  witli  reference  to  land  lying  a long 
distance  out,  and  beyond  where  the  residential  district 
ceased.  What  startles  me  about  it  is  this.  No  where 
did  the  Corporation  or  municipal  body  seek  to  go 
more  than  to  a radius  of  about  two  miles  and  a half — 
never  beyond  that— except  in  Cork,  and  there  they 
asked  it  on  account  of  the  natural  lie  of  the  place — 
Blackroek  on  one  side  and  Glamnive  on  the  other. 
They  did  not  seek  for  an  extension  to  take  in  any 
laud  properly  so  called,  but  only  an  extension  which 
would  fairly  take  in  those  suburban  residences  as  being 
strictly  part  of  the  city.  You,  however,  are  going 
beyond  what  they  asked  anywhere  else  ? — Well,  the 
Corporation  here  appear  to  think  they  ought  to  try 
and  preserve  their  ancient  rights  and  privileges. 

Cl.  That  is,  in  point  of  fact,  to  undo  what  was  done 
by  Act  of  Parliament? — They  consider  that  if  the 
losses  they  suffered  in  the  revenues  were  foreseen,  it 
would  not  have  been  so  narrowed. 

Go.  Have  you  made  a calculation  as  to  what  the 
additional  taxation  would  be  by  bringing  iu  that  dis- 
trict?— Mr.  Corbett  will  be  able  to  give  you  that. 

66.  Have  the  Corporation  considered  the  question 
about  the  watching  of  that  district.  I don’t  know 
how  you  stand  in  that  way  now — the  occupiers  might 
not  like  to  be  under  the  hands  of  the  Limerick 
Corporation  as  to  watching? — No,  they  did  not  con- 
template watching  fields  and  so  on. 

67.  What  great  advantage  would  it  be  to  the 
fanner — living  five  or  six  miles  off  in  the  rural  district 
— to  pay  one-third  of  the  expenses  of  watching  of 
Limerick  1 — It  would  go  to  other  purposes — maintain- 
ing the  roads  and  streets — for  the  parties  living  out 
there  put  the  city  to  more  expense  by  their  use  of  the 
roads  and  streets,  a good  deal,  than  people  residing 
here.  N ow  I don’t  use  a vehicle  or  horse,  and  I know 
a gentleman  outside  whose  horses  and  carriages  do 
more  damages  to  the  city  in  a year  than  I would  do 
in  all  my  life,  and  they  don't  contribute  one  half- 
penny. 

68.  You  can  understand  the  difference  of  what  I 
mean — the  difference  between  the  person  fairly  called 
a residential  occupier  living  within  a mile  and  a half 
or  two  miles  of  the  city — that  is  different  from  gentle- 
men who  live  six  or  seven  miles  off.  In  the  one  case 
they  drive  in  constantly  for  shopping,  for  amusement, 
and  for  fifty  purposes.  I can  understand  the  Corpo- 
ration saying  they  ought  to  be  brought  in  ; but  I am 


applying  myself  to  persons  in  the  district  outside,  say  Lwkhicb 
two  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  who  are.  iuiy*,  is"9. 
strictly  speaking,  farmers — what  advantage  do  you 
propose  to  give  them  for  what  you  would  make  them  i;::urd. 
pay.  The  advantage  you  say  is,  “We  lessen  their 
taxation  instead  of  increasing  it?" — Yes,  and  they 
get  the  benefit  of  manures  and  so  on. 

69.  Yes,  I know ; but  could  you  lairly  go  as  far  as 
six  miles? — Well,  take,  say,  Castleconnell — the  people 
from  it  are  every  day  in  Limerick,  and  some  of  their 
vehicles. 


70.  Would  Castleconnell  be  brought  in? — No ; it 
was  never  in.  You  will  see  that  Aghan,  Riehmil!, 
would  he  included,  and  Friarstown  would  be  included. 

71.  I see  by  the  map  that  the  parliamentary 
boundary  runs  out  about  a mile  in  one  direction,  and 
six  or  seven  in  another  ? — At  Corbally  the  Shannon 
cuts  the  county  and  that  is  not  half  a mile.  The 
county  Clai'e  is  on  the  other  side. 

72.  Would  you  propose  to  go  into  the  county  Clare 
in  that  direction  ? — No.  There  is  a district — Coonagh, 
lying  near  Little  Kilrush,  that  formerly  belonged  to 
the  Liberties,  and  is  in  no  way  connected  with  the 
county,  and  to  go  from  the  county  Limerick  to  that, 
you  must  leap  over  the  city  of  Limerick  and  over  the 
Shannon — it  has  been  added  to  the  county — the  North 
Liberty.  It  is  lying  exactly  between  the  county  of 
Clare  and  the  city  of  Limerick  ; but,  though  isolated 
n3  it  were,  on  an  island  of  laud,  it  was  taken  from  the 
city  and  given  to  the  county. 

73.  Mr.  Cotton’. — Would  you  want  to  take  that  in, 
is  that  what  I am  to  understand  ? — Yes ; that  was  part 
of  the  Old  Liberties. 

74.  Chairman'. — Does  it  belong  to  the  county 
Clave?— No;  it  belongs  to  the  county  Limerick,  but 
is  not  connected  with  it.  It  is  at  the  Clare  side  of  the 


aver. 

75.  What  was  the  poor  rate  for  the  past  five  years . 
—In  1874,  5s. ; iu  1S75,  3s.  S d. ; in  1876,  3s.  id. ; 
in  1877,  3s.  9 d. ; and  in  1S78,  3s.  9rf. 

76.  Now,  take  the  baronies ; in  the  North  Liberty 
barony  what  was  it? — Tn  1874,  Is.  5Jii. ; in  187o, 

Is.  5 & ; in  187G,  Is.  4'Jc/. ; in  1S77,  Is.  id. and  in 
1S7S:  Is.  3 d.  . , . , 

77.  In  Clanwilliam? — In.  1874,1s.  lift?. ; inlo/0, 

2s.  Old. ; in  1876,  2s.  3 id. ; in  1S77,  Is.  10|d.;  and 
in  1878,  1*.  Ilf rf.  ' 

7S.  And  in  Pubblebrian? — In  18/4,  Is.  i f , in 
1875,  Is.  7 ftf. ; in  1876,  Is.  S ±d. ; in  1877,  la.  6±d. ; 
and  in  1878,  Is.  5\d. 

79.  Do  the  people  living  five  or  six  miles  off  semi 
produce  daily  into  the  city  in  anything  like  the  way 
people  do  close  to  the  city  i— No ; but  they  send  in 
corn  and  those  matters.  If  they  live  near  at  hand, 
and  they  find  out  that  the  prices  are  up,  they  have  tne 
advantage  of  sending  in  that  day  at  once  to  the  market, 
and  taking  advantage  of  it,  whereas,  if  they  lived  ten  or 
fifteen  miles  away,  they  would  not  have  the  same  ad- 
vantage. They  also  sometimes  get  manure  trom  the 
city,  and  draw  it  up  by  boats. 

80.  What  are  the  present  debts  of  the  Corporation  f 
—There  are  debts  on  the  improvement  rate,  general 
purposes  rate,  and  borough,  tuna. 

81.  What  is  the  present  debt  on  the  improvement 

rate? — The  first  charge  on  the  improvement  rate  is  a 
sum  of  £2,769  4s.  6 d.,  that  is  tor  a debt  due  by  the 
St.  Michael’s  Parish  Commissioners,  for  which  tne} 
issued  bonds.  . nr  . , 

82.  What  is  the  next  ?— The  next 000,  balance 

of  a loan  of  £10,000,  of  which  we  paid  off  £8,000,  ana 
we  have  enough  in  hand  by  the  sinking  fund  to  pay  ott 
this  £2,000  this  month.  . ..  T 

83.  Then,  we  may  consider  that  as  paid  off  f- 

What  is  the  next  item?— £6,956,  the  balance 
of  £10,000,  for  the  purchase  of  gas  works,  that  was 
ori<nnally  £10,000,  and  we  have  reduced  it  by  pro- 

’I?  13* 
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4cJ.  a year ; in  point  of  fact,  in  between  nine  and  ten 
years  that  will  be  wiped  off. 

86.  What  is  the  next? — £4,500,  which  was  for  the 
improving  of  the  Corkauree  slob  lands.  The  produce 
of  that  pays  the  interest  on  that,  and  it  is  worth  the 
money ; we  have  the  land  for  it. 

87.  Have  you  the  land  in  your  own  hands? — Yes ; 
the  original  sum  was  £5,400,  but  we  paid  off  £900. 

88.  That  is  a charge  on  the  Corkanree  Embank- 
ment as  well'] — Yes;  and  the  borough  boundary  was 
extended  to  take  in  that  land  under  the  Corkauree  Act. 

89.  What  year  was  that  ini — In  1865. 

90.  Then  there  was  a small  extension  of  the  borough 
boundary  to  take  in  that  slob  laud? — Yes. 

91.  What  else  is  there? — £3,393  6s.  5 cl.  that  was 
borrowed  for  sewerage  purposes  under  the  late  Act — 
that  is  to  be  repaid  by  instalments.  It  was  £2,600, 
hut  we  borrowed  more  since — there  was  £1,000  more 
borrowed  since. 

92.  That  is  payable  in  so  many  years  ? — Yes;  in  thirty 
years.  The  interest  on  the  £6,956  is  paid  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  gas,  out  of  the  profits,  the  Corporation 
are  never  called  on  to  pay  the  interest  on  that. 

93.  So  the  improvement  fund  is  only  a collateral 
security  in  fact?— -Yes. 

94.  Is  there  any  charge  on  the  general  purposes 
rate? — There  is  £953  Is.  3 cl.  for  building  the  jails  and 
other  small  things.  The  are  some  small  instalments 
paid  out  of  that. 

95.  Are  those  the  only  city  debts  proper? — Yes; 
on  the  rates.  There  is  £27,500  due  on  the  lands — a 
separate  mortgage. 

96.  What  is  the  rental  of  the  city  estate? — About 
£1,300  a year,  in  1S78  it  realized  £1,219  ; there  was 
from  that  a deduction  for  taxes  and  repairs,  and  so  on, 
£298  10s. 

97.  And  the  mortgage  on  that  is  £27,500,  will  it 
realize  it. 

Mr.  Kearny  (Solicitor). — I think  it  will. 

9S.  I want  to  get  the  charges  on  all  the  city  pro- 
perty, to  see  that  the  people  to  be  brought  in  would 
not  be  injured  by  being  liable  for  debts,  so  if  sub- 
stantially there  are  no  debts  the  question  would  not 
arise.  Now,  is  the  city  to  be  pledged  in  any  way  to 
the  gas-works  under  the  new  arrangement  -with  them  ? 

Mr.  Ellard. — It  is ; we  got  power  under  the  Act  to 
borrow  money  for  the  purpose  of  the  gas-works,  and 
to  pay  off  any  liability  they  have  incurred ; the  improve- 
ment rate  would  be  liable  or  subject  to  that. 

99.  How  much  are  your  borrowing  powers? 

£54,000. 

100.  What  is  the  estimated  value? — Perhaps  the 
gas-works  will  be  in  round  numbers  £30,000. 

101.  Then  you  will  never  want  to  exercise  yotir 
borrowing  powers  1 — Yes ; to  the  extent  of  the  purchase- 
money. 

102.  But  what  I mean  to  say  is,  will  there  be  any 
charge  on  the  improvement  rate  in  aid  of  the  gas- 
works ? — So  far  as  I see,  not. 

103.  That  is,  the  gas-works  will  be  worth  what  they 

cost  you? — Yes;  and  we  expect  to  make  a lar«e 
profit.  ° 

104.  The  improvement  rate  is  only  collateral  secu- 
rity ? Yes,  that  is  so.  The  purchase  of  the  gas-works 
will  be,  say  £30,000,  then  there  was  a sum  of  £14,000 
odd  due  to  the  National  Bank,  that  has  been  reduced 
to  £11,000  about,  for  which  they  have  a mortgage  for 
I think,  £5,700. 

105.  That  is,  they  have  a mortgage  on  the  gas- 

works?— Yes;  then  there  is  the  difference  due  on 'an 
overdraw.  I may  mention  that  Mr.  Spillane  made 
£2,500  last  year  of  the  gas-works,  and  the  same  for 
the  past  two  or  three  years.  It  is  calculated,  that 
when  the  two  companies  are  in  the  hands  of  one  party 
with  one  set  of  pipes,  it  will  bring  the  profit  up  to 
£6,000  a year.  r 

106.  May  we  take  it  then,  that  according  to  the 
best  estimates,  the  improvement  rate  will  never  be 
called  on  to  contribute  one  farthing  towards  the  gas- 
works ? — There  are  the  figures  to  show  that  the 


jjimerxcx  uas  company  made  so  much  last  year  Ar 
Pelly,  the  Government  auditor,  audited  it  lr‘ 

107.  Mr.  Connolly  (Solidtor)._5s.  is  tl,e  mttim 
price,  and  there  are  places  that  are  paying  ios 

108.  Chairman.— What  about  the  waterworks 

there  a debt  for  water? — No.  ’ ls 

100  Yon  tave  given  ,»  now  ,11  tie  debts  tkt 
could  by  possibility  be  pinned  on  the  impm,™ 
fund  ? — Yes. 


110.  They  amount  to  about  £65,000,  includimr 
Corkanree,  if  you  were  to  put  it  all  together  ?— That 
is  including  what  is  in  the  prospective. 

111.  That  is  the  greatest  amount,  however,  that  anv 
gentleman’s  estate,  within  these  two  and  a half  or 
three  miles,  would  be  liable  to  the  full  rate  for,  to  pav 
his  quota?— Yes ; there  is  some  of  that  too  that  could 
not  be  called  in — the  £6,000  and  odd. 

112.  The  valuation  of  Limerick  at  present  is 

£65,357  15s.,  that  is  the  return  you  gave  us  ? Yes.  I 

would  say  £64,610,  for  there  are  exemptions.  It 
varies  over  this. 

113.  Mr.  Connolly  (Solicitor). — There  is  another 
thing,  we  get  a contribution  from  the  Government 
for  their  buildings  which  is  not  included  in  that 

Mr.  Ellard. — Yes;  they  give  a contribution  on 
the  valuation  of  their  own,  which  lessens  the  im- 
provement rate. 

114.  Chairman. — How  much  did  the  Government 
give  last  year? — £346  19s.  8c l.  for  the  improvement 
rate. 


115.  As  their  proportion ? — Yes;  and  general  pur- 
poses, £153  15s.  9cZ. — hitherto  the  Government  paid 
no  lutes  whatever. 

116.  Mr.  Connolly. — That  would  represent  a valua- 
tion of  about  £2,000  a year.  Of  course  if  Govern- 
ment buildings  were  included  the  valuation  would  be 
so  much  more. 

117.  Chairman.  — What  is  the  population?— 
44,209  by  the  last  census. 

118.  And  the  area  ? — The  area  at  present  is  2,074a. 
2r.  37p.,  which  includes  Corkanree  Embankment. 

119.  Are  the  citizens  generally  satisfied  with  the 
wards — with  their  area,  supposing  no  alteration  was 
made  in  the  boundaries? — Yes. 

120.  If  we  report  in  favour  of  any  extension  of  the 
municipal  boundaries,  what  are  the  views  of  the  Town 
Council  as  to  the  alteration  of  the  existing  wards,  or 
the  number  of  the  Town  Councillors ; have  they  con- 
sidered the  matter — would  they  propose  to  have  the 
number  increased.  or  to  remain  as  it  is,  forty  ? — I don’t 
think  they  took  it  into  consideration. 

121.  That  would  be  an  important  thing  for  us  to 
know  ? — I could  give  you  my  own  individual  opinion. 

122.  Are  you  able  to  say  how  many  electors  would 
be  brought  into  the  municipality  by  either  or  both  of 
the  extensions  proposed  ? — I cannot  say  at  present,  but 
can  get  it  for  you. 

123.  We  would  want  to  consider  how  you  would 
give  them  representation — whether  you  would  give 
separate  wards,  or  add  to  the  existing  wards  portions 
of  the  outlying  districts  ? — That  was  spoken  of  in  the 
committee  room,  and  the  opinion  appeared  to  be  that 
the  rural  interests  should  be  represented  by  separate 
wards. 

124.  Mr.  Cotton. — Was  that  all  that  was  said 
about  it? — Yes ; that  appeared  to  be  the  opinion. 

125.  What  about  the  number  of  Councillors  did 
they  seem  to  think  the  number  should  be  increased 
— From  what  I heard  spoken  in  the  committee  room, 
and  otherwise,  I gathered  that  the  view  was  that  the 
rural  district  should  be  formed  into  rural  wards,  and 
be  represented  by  distinct  members,  but  that  the 
number  of  the  Council  was  sufficient. 

126.  Chairman.'— How  many  wards  did  you  propose 
to  give  the  rural  people  and  take  away  from  the  city 
— Oh,  it  was  not  gone  into  as  closely  as  that. 

1 27.  As  Town  Clerk  you  will  be  able  to  give  us 
the  best  idea  of  that— if  the  numbers  are  to  remain 
the  same  and  if  the  rural  wards  are  to  receive  separa 
representation,  what  would  you  do  ?— Well,  I w0 
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say  they  should  be  guided  more  by  the  proportions  of 
the  valuations  and  population — to  take  the  two 
together. 

128.  Can  you  give  the  number  of  voters  for  each 
existing  ward  ? — I can  procure  them  for  you. 

129.  At  present  are  the  wards  in  the  city  coter- 
minous for  municipal  and  Poor  Law  purposes? — Yes. 

130.  Then  in  the  district  to  be  annexed  we  should, 
if  possible,  try  to  make  them  coterminous  with  Poor 
Law  boundaries  ? — The  Union  electoral  division  goes 
beyond  the  present  municipal  boundary,  and  for  Poor 
Law  purposes ; they  have  wards — the  north  and  south 
suburbs — have  wards  for  municipal  purposes.  The 
present  parliamentary  boundary  runs  outside  the  Poor 
Law  electoral  division. 

Mr.  Connolly. — The  red  line  on  the  map  shows  the 
electoral  boundary.  The  parliamentary  boundary — 
pink — is  very  much  larger. 

131.  Chairman. — What  would  be  your  view  as  to 
making  the  electoral  division  the  boundary  ? — In  some 
instances  it  would  scarcely  alter  the  present  boundary. 

132.  Mr.  Cotton. — Wouldnot  the  electoral  division 
take  in  Coonagh? — Yes. 

133.  Mr.  Robinson. — Was  it  under  the  Act  of 
1853  the  wards  were  altered? — Yes. 

134.  What  is  the  area  of  the  electoral  division  ? — 
8,821  acres. 

135.  And  the  valuation? — £78,763. 

136.  Chairman. — There  is  only  a difference  of 
£13,000  or  14,000  between  that  and  the  valuation  of 
the  municipal  district  ? — Yes. 

137.  Can  you  tell  us,  Mr.  Wilson,  what  electoral 
divisions  are  there  outside  the  present  municipal 
boundary,  and  within  the  parliamentary  boundary. 

Mr.  Wilson. — The  whole  or  parts  of  six. 

138.  We  could  hardly,  in  this  case,  make  the 
electoral  divisions  and  municipal  boundary  cotermi- 
nous ? — Oh,  no. 

139.  How  many  townlauds  are  included  in  the 
present  parliamentary  boundary,  without  cutting 
electoral  divisions  ? — I could  not  say. 

140.  Now,  Mr.  Ellard,  if  the  extension  over  the 
entire  parliamentary  boundary  appears  too  large  alto- 
gether, independent  of  the  difficulty  arising  of  cutting 
these  electoral  divisions — now  what  would  you  say  to 
including  the  whole  electoral  division  of  Limerick  ? — 
My  evidence  before,  as  I recollect  it,  was  in  favour  of 
an  extension  of  the  boundaries  from  a mile  or  a mile 
and  a half  to  two  miles,  hut  I think  that  an  extension 
merely  to  the  electoral  division  of  Limerick  would  be 
entirely  too  limited,  it  would  be  scarcely  worth  the 
alteration. 

141.  What  electoral  division  would  you  add  on  to 
the  electoral  division  of  Limerick  which  would  not 
cause  the  cutting  of  electoral  divisions,  and  yet  would 
not  go  as  far  as  the  parliamentary  boundary  ? — I would 
not  like  to  say  at  present,  but,  looking  over  the  map,  I 
would  be  able  to  let  you  know  later  on.  Mr.  Corbett 
has  marked  on  the  map  what  would  be  a mile  to  a 
mile  and  a half. 

142.  Would  an  extension  to  a mile  and  a half  meet 
the  question  ? — Yes,  it  would  be  fair. 

143.  Well,  from  looking  at  the  map,  the  electoral 
division  would  go  beyond  two  miles  in  some  directions, 
and  in  others  it  would  go  nearly  three  miles  ? — Yes,  if 
my  memory  serves  me  right,  the  measurement  made 
was  from  the  present  boundary. 

144.  How  many  townlauds  would  an  extension  of 
two  miles  cut  ? — I could  not  say. 

145.  It  is  evident  the  intention  was  to  keep  poor 
law  voting  and  municipal  voting  the  same.  There  are 
so  many  electoral  divisions  it  is  hard  to  make  a boun- 
dary without  going  through  some  of  them — and  that 
is  what  we  are  told  not  to  do. 

Mr.  JEUanl. — There  is  an  opinion  in  Limerick  that 
the  electoral  division  of  Limerick  is  too  limited. 

146.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  valuation  of 
Limerick  is  too  low — what  I mean  is  that  it  is  not 
fairly  apportioned  to  the  different  classes  of  houses  ? 

Mr.  ConnoUy,  Solicitor. — I can  answer  that.  It  is 


very  uneven.  I know  one  case  where  a man  spent 
£10,000  on  a house,  and  it  is  valued  at  £90,  and  my 
house  is  valued  at  £52. 

Town  Clerk. — Yes,  in  the  old  town,  whore  property 
is  decaying,  the  old  valuation  has  remained. 

147.  Chairman. — Should  there  then  not  be  a re- 
valuation for  the  purpose  of  a fail-  adjustment  of  the 
taxes  ? — Y es,  it  would  be  better.  The  general  scale 
here  has  been  two-thirds  of  die  annual  rent.  There 
are  exceptions,  hut  that  is  about  the  average. 

14S.  Can  you  say  of  your  own  personal  knowledge 
that  there  is  a general  feeling  that  there  should  be  an 
extension  of  the  boundary?— Yes,  I think  that  is  the 
general  wish. 

149.  Has  there  been  any  meeting  of  the  ratepayers 
to  hear  their  views  ? — No. 

150.  Mr.  Kearny,  (Solicitor.) — I appear  for  the 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  an  extensive  proprietor  on 
the  Clare  side  of  the  river,  to  oppose  the  extension. 

151.  Mr.  Delmege. — I also  oppose  it. 

152.  Chairman. — Your  taxation  is  id.  or  5 d.  in 
the  pound,  and  their  proposition  is  virtually  to  lessen 
it. 

Mr.  Delmege. — “ Timeo  Danaos  et  dona  ferentes.” 

153.  The  Mayor. — I have  only  to  say  that  I quite 
concur  in  everything  that  has  been  said  by  the  Town 
Clerk.  I think  the  membei-s  of  the  Council  are 
unanimous  on  the  subject. 

154.  Town  Clerk. — It  is  felt  in  the  city  that  parties 
within  the  parliamentary  boundary  who  pay  no  taxes 
exercise  all  the  privileges  in  reference  to  the  elections, 
and  the  citizens  feel  that  a hardship.  The  citizens,  on 
the  1st  J uly,  if  they  don’t  pay  the  rates  are  disqualified, 
while  men  who  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  city  and 
pay  not  sixpence  of  rates  will  be  left  in,  in  the  other 
part. 

155.  Chairman. — What  do  you  think,  Mr.  Con- 
nolly ? 

Mr.  Connolly. — I am  strongly  of  opinion  myself,  not 
speaking  as  law  adviser  of  the  Corporation,  that  the 
borough  boundaries  ought  to  be  extended,  but  I don’t 
know  that  they  should  be  extended  as  far  as  the  Town 
Clerk  says. 

156.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  in  some  cases  the  houses 
on  one  side  of  the  roads  in  the  city  are  taxed,  whilst 
those  on  the  opposite  side  are  not? — Yes ; and  that  is 
the  complaint  I make.  If  you  take  the  new  street,. 
Eden-terrace,  there  are  twelve  or  sixteen  large  man- 
sions, they  pay  no  taxes  towards  the  city,  but  the 
people  who  live  in  them  make  all  their  money  by  the 
city,  and  contribute  in  no  way  towards  its  support  by 
paying  taxes  for  the  houses  they  live  in.  This  and. 
other  roads  are  lighted,  cleansed,  and  all  maintained 
by  the  city,  and  the  people  in  the  city  have  to  pay  for 
doing  it.  I only  express  my  own  individual  opinion 
in  saying  it  would  be  absurd  to  ask  places  at  Allan  to 
be  included.  If  you  take  the  electoral  division,  and 
one  or  two  townlauds,  I think  it  would  do. 

157.  Mr.  Kearny,  (Solicitor.) — I would  ask,  Mr. 
Commissioner,  is  it  not  a hardship  to  capitalists  who 
have  laid  out  their  money  on  Eden-terrace  that  they 
should  be  brought  in. 

158.  Chairman. — That  is  what  was  said  in  other 
places,  that  it  was  a hardship  to  bring  in  people  who 
had  laid  out  their  money  on  the  faith  of  an  existing 
state  of  things. 

159.  Mr.  Kearny. — There  is  a great  difference 
between  men  laying  out  money  in  the  city  and  know- 
ing the  taxes  that  are  to  be  met  and  calculated  for, 
and  in  the  outlying  districts  where  there  are  none, 
and  where  they  build  on  that  understanding. 

160.  Town  Clerk. — Before  the  Municipal  Act  of 
1840  was  passed,  the  whole  of  the  new  town  of  Lime- 
rick was  free  from  the  Grand  Jury  cess ; it  contributed 
£500  in  lieu  thereof  to  the  Grand  Jury  for  Grand 
Jury  purposes,  and  up  to  the  passing  of  that  Act  there 
was’ no  Grand  Jury  cess.  That  was  in  St.  Michael’s 
parish,  which  comprised  the  whole  of  the  new  town  of 
Limerick,  and  it  was  on  the  faith  of  that  arrangement 
that  very  elegant  houses  were  built  there.  They  were 
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obliged,  however,  to  submit  to  the  injustice,  if  it  was 
an  injustice,  though  they  built  their  houses  under  the 
impression  that  they  would  not  be  taxed. 

101.  Chairman*. — What  is  the  valuation  of  the 
diiferent  wards,  and  the  number  of  persons  on  the 
burgess  roll  ? 

Town  Clerk. — In  Castle  ward  the  valuation  in  1878 
was  .£5,576  10s. ; in  1879,  £5,5S1  ; and  the  number  of 
voters,  69.  In  Abbey  ward,  in  1878,  £5,770  15s. ; 
in  1879,  £5,767  5s. ; number  of  voters,  78.  Irishtown 
ward,  1878,  .£5,166  10s. ; 1879, £5, 1G6  15s. ; number 
of  voters,  8".  Custom  House,  1878,  .£9,203  10s. ; 
1879,  £9,193  ; number  of  voters,  10S.  Market  ward, 
187S,  £9,1S7  ; 1879,  £9,305  ; number  of  voters,  124. 
Shannon  ward,  1S78,  £9,897  ; 1S79,  £10,006;  number 
of  votei-s,  15S.  Glentworth  ward,  1878,  £9,125  ; 
1879,  £9,149  10s. ; number  of  voters,  125.  And  Duck, 
1879,  £11,390  15s. ; 1878,  £11,430  15s. ; number  of 
voters,  168.  Total  valuation  in  1878,  £65,357  15s.; 
in  1S79,  £65,559  5s.  Total  number  on  the  burgess 
roll,  917. 


162.  Mr.  Connolly.  I would  to  for  keeiiing  fc 
electoral  division  on  tile  north-east  no  to  the 
Bailyslieedy  East.  I would  take  in  lialljslicctlj- wesf 


Doovadovle,  Ballykeefe,  and  Buniicky  where  h 
touches  the  river.  The  result  would  be  to  mute 
almost  uniform  all  round.  11 

163.  What  electoral  division  would  that  be  in  1— It 

would  make  it  tolerably  equal  all  round.  It  would  he 
(taking  from  the  present  boundary  of  the  city  and  run 
ning  a mile  all  round)  uniform,  taking  a bit  off  Bally" 
cuuimis,  and  a little  oft’  Roxborougb.  ' " 

164.  Would  you  see  any  objection  to  leaving  ont 
Bailyslieedy  West  ?— No.  If  you  left  that  out  you 
would  only  be  obliged  to  cut  one  electoral  division 
It  would  certainly  make  it  more  equal  all  round. 

165.  It  would  have  the  advantage  of  not  cutting  the 

electoral  division  of  Roxborougb  ? Yes.  ° 

166.  Would  that  take  in  all  the  villa  residences  1— 
Yes. 


Mr.  Robert  M'Doxnell,  j.p.,  examined. 


167.  Chairman. — You  are  a member  of  the  Town 
Council  1 — Yes,  for  some  years. 

108.  What  is  your  view  with  reference  to  the  ex- 
tension or  otherwise  of  the  boundaries  of  Limerick  ? — 
I have  always  been  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  an 
extension,  and  have  advocated  it.  The  city  is  growing 
all  round,  and  the  property  adjoining  it  derives  very 
great  advantage  from  its  proximity  to  the  city,  and 
should  contribute  to  the  taxation.  I agree  with  Mr. 
Connolly’s  view  on  the  matter.  The  line  adopted  or 
suggested  some  live  or  six  years  ago  is  the  best,  but 
the  Council  recently  were  under  the  impression  it 
would  be  better  to  go  for  a further  extension.  I 
yielded  to  the  majority,  but  my  own  impression  was 
and  is,  that  the  line  suggested  some  five  or  six  years 
ago,  and  which  you  have  before  you,  is  the  best. 

169.  What  is  your  view  as  to  the  payment  of  the 
sanitary  rate,  by  the  people  in  the  increased  area. 
At  present  in  the  rural  sanitary  district  the  landlord 
pays  half ; should  that  remain  still !— Certainly,  the 
same  incidence  of  taxation. 

170.  With  regard  to  the  same  rate  in  the  city,  is  it 
your  opinion  that  one  half  of  the  sanitary  rate  should 
be  paid  by  the  landlord?— Yes,  it  would  be  a great 
advantage — it  would  be  only  fair. 

171.  Iam  confining  it  to  the  sanitary  as  well  as 
poor  rate? — Yes.  I would  be  one  of  tho  last  to  take 
in  the  rural  portion  if  it  would  increase  their  taxation, 
but^in  my  opinion  the  result  would  be  to  lessen  it. 

172.  Does  the  line  you  are  in  favour  of  adopting 
take  in  land— property  so  called?— No,  it  only  takes 

in  gentlemen’s  houses,  terraces  of  houses,  gentlemen’s 
salts,  demesnes,  and  they  should  fairly  contribute.  It 
also  takes  in  the  portion  of  the  county  to  which  the 
city  is  rapidly  extending. 

173.  Does  the  land  adjacent  to  the  city  derive 
exceptional  advantage  from  its  proximity  to  the  town  ? 
— Yes.  No  doubt  about  it.  The  landlord  receives 


i bring  in  Mr.  Dehnege’s  place?— 


176.  Would  yoi 
Yes. 

177.  Is  it  your  proposition  that  Mr.  Delmege  should 
pay  the  full  improvement  rate  ? — No. 

178.  Would  it  be  fail-  to  charge  Mr.  Delmege  the 
full  improvement  rate  unless  you  wove  prepared  to 
give  him  gas  and  water  up  to  his  door?— It  would  be 
scarcely  fail'  if  we  did  not  give  him  correspouding 
advantages.  That  is  a matter  of  detail  that  could  be 
arranged. 

179.  Would  it  be  fair  in  this  outside  district  to 
make  them  pay  one  half?— Well,  I would  not  like  to 
commit  myself  to  what  the  proportion  should  be,  hut 
I do  think  that  if  they  did  not  get  the  full  benefit  of 
the  various  city  advantages  and  improvements,  it 
would  be  scarcely  fail*  to  charge  them  the  whole 
improvement  rate.  They  will  get  no  doubt  the  full 
advantages  of  the  roads  and  of  scavenging  but  not,  I 
think,  of  lighting  up  to  their  doors. 

180.  Supposing  the  legislature  took  this  view  of  it, 
that  in  any  future  legislation  it  was  to  lie  provided 
that  every  part  of  a township  was  to  get  equal  advan- 
tage, that  the  furthest  point  should  be  lighted  as  well 
as  the  nearest,  would  you  then  be  in  favour  of  extension? 
— No,  for  I do  not  think  it  would  bo  fair  to  lay  mains 
so  far  out.  I would  not  tax  Mr.  Delmege  without 
giving  him  at  least  full  benefit  for  what  lie  would  he 
asked  to  pay. 

181.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  wards  as  they  are 
at  present? — Oh  no. 

182.  If  there  was  to  be  no  alteration  in  the  boun- 
daries?— Well,  as  they  exist  at  present  it  might  do 
well  enough. 

183.  Suppose  there  was  to  be  an  alteration,  would 
you  suggest  that  the  eight  city  wards  should  remain 
as  they  are,  and  that  the  new  district  should  be  formed 
into  two  new  wards.  Do  you  suggest  that? — That 


higher  rent,  and  the  tenant  from  the  advantages  he  probably  would  be  a fair  arrangement. 

ivesrom  13  proximity  to  the  city  is  better  able  184.  You  cannot  bring  them  in  without  representa- 

to.  Pay  % They  supply  all  the  people  inside  Limerick  tion?— No. 

“iS*1!  “*!■  ot  “>™  tte  land  is  186.  Would  -you  thiulc  it  batter  to  add  the  ne» 
i . ® -korth  Liberty  district  is  in  the  districts  to  the  existing  wards  or  give  them  separate 

°f  ^™enck-  . Th®  North  Liberties  representation?—!  think  it  would  probably  be  as  well 
ii  | t ,a  , they  are  in  the  county  Limerick  to  give  them  separate  representation,  as  they  have  in 

though  not  m any  way  connected  with  the  county  the  poor  law. 

enck the.v  »rp  r«r.m«lo+Qlw  - J rt  lOflTT  ,1  , • „ 

loo.  How  would  you  arrange  it  so  as  to  gne 
equivalent  representation  ? — I could  not  say,  for  I do 
not  know  the  exact  valuation.  I would  give  them 
the  full  number  of  representatives  they  would  ho 
entitled  to  according  to  valuation. 

187.  If  the  extension  was  carried  out  as  suggested 
would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the 
Corporation  taking  that  increased  district  under  their 
management  ? — No,  besides  a good  many  of  the 
Corporation  are  members  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 


Limerick— they  are  completely  detached  from  the 
county.  My  impression  is  tint  the  taxation  tronld 
be  decreased,  certainly  Id.  or  3 i.  in  the  pound,  by 
taking  an  increased  area.  Some  of  my  nearest  friin^ 
mould  be  affected  by  it,  for  their  lands  He  just  outside 
the  present  boundary. 

174.  Is  it  your  opinion  they  should  be  brought  in 
paying  the  same  improvement  rate?— Well  that  is  a 
question  of  detail. 

1 75.  You  don’t  propose  that  lands  should  pay  ? No. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


351 


Of  course  if  we  got  an  extension  we  would  not  like  to  limit  the  parliamentary  boundary  ’—Of  course 
go  beyond  that  line  for  the  parliamentary  boundary,  have  not  any  objection  to  rural  voters  ’ 

187.  That  is  for  the  legislature  to  say  if  they  would 


Mr.  William  Spillane,  j.p.,  examined. 


188.  Chairman. — You  are  a member  of  the  Cor- 
poration ? — Yes. 

1S9.  Have  you  considered  this  question  of  the  ex- 
tension of  the  boundaries?- -Yes.  At  a former  Com- 
mission I gave  my  opinion  that  the  borough  boundary 
should  be  extended  about  a mile  on  every  side  beyond 
the  present  limit,  and  I adhere  to  that  opinion  still ; 
I would  extend  it  a mile  in  order  to  embrace  all  the 
suburban  residences  that  have  been  built,  or  that  are 
likely  to  be  built,  within  our  lifetime  or  the  lifetime 
of  those  who  succeed  us.  I don’t  think  it  is  Mr  to 
ran  four  or  five  miles  out  into  purely  agricultural 
districts  and  call  on  people  living  there  to  pay,  what 
is  properly  speaking,  city  taxation,  but  it  is  very 
equitable  that  people  who  build  houses  exactly  on  the 
lioundary  of  the  borough  in  order  to  evade  the  taxation 
of  the  city,  and  who  derive  all  the  benefits  and  ad- 
vantages of  the  city  proper,  should  contribute.  In  my 
own  case,  for  instance,  there  are  people  who  have  the 
advantages  of  the  lighting,  watering,  cleansing,  &c., 
who  have  the  city  lamps,  who  use  the  city  roads  con- 
stantly, and  are  in  fact  as  well  off  in  every  respect  as 
I am,  but  who  do  not  pay  one-third  of  the  taxes  I do, 
because,  they  live  at  one  side  of  the  road  and  I live  on 
the  other. 

190.  Is  that  Eden-terrace  ? — Yes.  At  the  New- 
street  the  road  is  the  borough  boundary,  and  the 
houses  on  one  side  of  the  road  are  in  the  city,  and 
thirty  feet  away,  or  the  breadth  of  the  road  as  you  go 
up  the  military  walk,  facing  the  Catholic  Orphanage,  is 
outside.  One  side  is  in  the  city — the  moment  j'ou 
pass  the  Orphanage,  and  the  continuation  of  that  to 
Ballinacurry  Pike,  it  is  outside,  and  there  are  premises 
built  there  for  the  express  purpose  of  escaping  taxation. 

191.  Is  that  suburban  building  ground  ? — Yes ; and 
it  is  such  places  I would  take  in,  and  not  districts  four 
or  five  miles  off. 

192.  Are  yon  in  favour  of  the  line  described  by 
Mr.  Connolly  ? — No ; I would  not  go  so  far.  I would 
go  a mile  in  every  direction  from  the  limit  of  the  pre- 
sent boundary.  At  tlic  present  moment,  as  a matter 
of  fact,  the  imaginary  boundary  line  runs  under  the 
dome  of  the  lunatic  asylum.  I do  not  think  there  can 
he  any  difficulty  in  having  an  imaginary  boundary  line 
a mile  further. 

193.  We  have  to  make,  if  possible,  the  municipal 
boundary  coterminous  with  the  poor  law  electoral 
'livision.  Now,  bearing  that  in  mind,  would  you  see 
any  objection  to  Mr.  Connolly’s  suggested  line  ?— -Well, 
if  it  got  rid  of  any  great  obstacle,  I would  go  as  far  as 
a mile  and  a quarter. 

194.  It  is  considered  desirable  to  make  the  poor 
law  and  municipal  boundaries  the  same,  as  far  as 
possible.  Now,  if  Mr-.  Connolly’s  proposed  line  secures 
that  object,  would  you  agree  to  it? — Well,  I really  see 
no  very  great  objection  to  it. 

195.  It  would  get  rid  of  a great  deal  of  difficulty,  and 
would,  as  far  as  I can  see,  take  in  all  you  have  in  view ; 
it  would  bring  in  all  these  houses  and  building  land 
proper? — Yes.  ImaysaytbatlamafraidMr.  Delmege’s 
rest  is  troubled  about  the  purchase  of  the  gas-works, 
but  if  he  knew  as  much  about  it  as  I do.  he  would  not 
have  the  slightest  uneasiness  on  the  subject.  If  I 
were  not  confident  that  this  new  purchase  was  for  the 
benefit  of  the  city  financially  I would  be  just  as  far 
from  advocating  it  as  any  man  could  possibly  be. 

196.  Are  yon  to  have  a sinking  fund? — Yes.  We 
are  bouud  under  the  Act  to  pay  it  off.  I am  pre- 
pared to  demonstrate  there  must  be  a saving.  If  I did 
not  believe  that  was  so  I would  not  have  advocated 
the  purchase. 

197.  Now,  suppose  an  extension  were  adopted, 
such  as  that  suggested  by  Mr.  Connolly,  and  approved 


of  by  Mr.  M ‘Donnell,  what  would  you  suggest  about 
the  wards — would  you  have  the  eight  city  wards  as  at 
present  and  add  on  the  extended  district  to  tlic-m.  or 
would  you  constitute  two  new  wards  such  as  the  poor 
law  north  and  south  suburbs  ?—  I think  there  certainly 
should  lie  a redistribution  of  the  wards,  for  at  present, 
out  of  the  eight  wards  only  five  have  any  rural  voters 
at  all.  Three  of  them  are  surrounded  by  other 
portions  of  the  city,  and  five  of  them  abut  on  the 
county.  These  five  wards  should  not  have  divided 
between  them  all  the  outlying  district  to  be  taken  in, 
and  one  or  two  representatives  of  each  of  these  five 
should  be  returned  by  the  suburban  district.  Or 
there  should  be  a redistribution  of  the  entire  eight, 
and  they  should  be  run  out  so  that  they  would,  em- 
brace the  whole  of  the  outlying  district,  and  you  could 
have  three  representatives  for  the  city  proper  and  give 
a rural  representative  each  in  the  eight — one  of  the 
four  to  be  a rural  representative. 

19S.  Would  it  not  be  better  not  to  disturb  the 
present  arrangement  and  to  take  one  city  representative 
from  each  ward,  and  give  four  to  the  north  and  four 
to  the  south,  that  would  give  thirty-two  to  the  city 
altogether. 

199.  There  is  an  objection  to  that — perhaps  it  would 
be  considered  a flimsy  one — take  the  Shannon  Ward, 
it  would  benefit  nothing  as  a municipal  ward.  Win- 
take  a representative  from  that  ward  and  put  him  into 
the  county  ? 

200.  But  you  would  take  one  from  each  of  the 
others.  I see  the  population  and  valuation  appear  to 
ran  faivly  well  side  by  side.  In  the  Castle  Ward,  for 
instance,  there  are  69  voters,  and  the  valuation  is 
£5,500,  and  in  the  Shannon  Ward  there  are  158  voters, 
and  the  valuation  is  £10,006. 

Town  Clark. — In  the  Castle  Ward  there  is  a 
large  population,  though  not  a large  number  of  voters 
The  valuation  runs  high  in  that  decayed  part  of  the 
city. 

Mr.  Spillane. — At  the  present  moment  the  wards 
are  rather  unevenly  divided.  You  have  the  Shannon 
Ward  with  15S  voters,  and  a valuation  of  £10,006, 
only  getting  eight  representatives — the  same  number 
as  the  Castle  Ward  gets.  The  Castle  Ward  and 
Abbey  Ward  might  almost  he  put  iu  one  and  get 
eight  voters  between  them. 

201.  Mi-.  M‘ Donnell. — There  is  a large  population 
in  the  old  town  wards. 

202.  Chairman. — It  should  not  be  forgotten  that 
the  Castle  Ward  gets  its  representation  through  09 
voters,  aud  the  other  gets  the  same  through  158. 

Town  Clerk. — The  qualification  for  a burgess  is  up 
to  £10. 

203.  Chairman. — The  least  you  could  give  the 
added  district  would  be  eight — its  valuation  would  be 
about  £14,000,  and  there  are  eight  given  in  the  city 
for  a valuation  of  £10,000.  What  1 would  suggest  is 
thirty-two  for  the  city  proper,  and  to  give  eight  for 
the  new  district ; or  that  you  should  let  the  numbers 
remain  as  they  are,  and  let  every  ward  have  a portion 
of  the  country  district  added  to  it. 

Mr.  Spillane. — But  there  may  be  a great  mam- 
more  voters  in  one  than  in  the  other. 

204.  Mr.  M‘ Donnell. — Yon  could  not  bring  any- 
thing into  the  Custom-house  W ard,  for  it  does  not 
touch  anything  of  the  boundary  ut  all. 

Mr.  Spillane. — You  could  recast  the  wards  al- 
together. 

205.  Chairman. — Would  you  see  any  objection 
to  take  one  representative  from  each  of  the  eight  wards 
of  the  city,  and  give  four  to  the  north  and  four  to  the 
south  suburb  district. 


Liuehick. 

Ju'.y  i.  1879. 


Mr.  William 
Spillane. 
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Mr.  M- Donnell. — I think  not ; I see  no  great  ob- 
jection. 

206.  Mr.  Spillane. — I am  prepared  to  give  eight 
representatives  under  the  rearrangement. 

207.  Mr.  Kearney  (Solicitor). — The  north  side  is  not 
so  large  as  the  south. 

208.  Chairman. — That  could  be  arranged  in  this 
way — five  could  be  given  to  one  and  three  to  the  other. 
At  present  it  is  formed  into  two  wards  for  Poor  Law 
purposes,  north  and  south  suburb,  but  if  it  was  found 
there  was  any  substantial  difference,  of  course  you 
could  give  three  members  to  one  and  five  to  the  other. 

Mr.  Spillane. — If  we  give  eight  members  out  of  the 
city — we  don’t  care  of  course  how  you  subdivide  it. 

209.  Town  Clerk  (to  Mr.  Spillane). — Do  you  propose 
to  cut  off  Shannon  View,  Newcastle  Hill,  Massy 
Castle,  Rosebank?  All  these  elegant  residences  are 
owned  by  gentlemen  who  would  make  most  desirable 
representatives  in  the  council  ? 

Mi-.  Spillane. — Yes ; but  if  they  are  outside  the  line 
what  is  to  be  done.  Some  line  must  be  adopted. 

210.  Chairman.— rlf  we  go  further  outside  we  must 
cut  ever  so  many  electoral  divisions. 

Mr.  Kearney. — I would  ask  Mr.  Connolly  to  go 
tlirough  the  townlands,  at  the  north  side  of  the  river, 
he  proposes  to  be  added. 

211.  Chairman. — At  the  north  side  he  proposes 
to  have  the  electoral  division  the  boundary'. 

Mr.  Kearney. — A good  deal  of  that  is  purely  agri- 
cultural. 

212.  They  are  market  gardens  ? — 

Mr.  Kearney. — No.  There  is  Coonagli  that  is  all 
grass. 

213.  Mr.  Delmege. — There  is  not  in  the  whole  north 
a market  garden. 

214.  Town  Clerk. — All  the  city  bricks  arc  manu- 
factured there — We  all  know  the  biickfields. 

215.  Chairman. — The  land  that  is  brought  in  there 
would  only  have  to  pay  one-third  of  the  taxes  of  the 
city. 

Mr.  Ml  Donnell. — There  is  Reboge;  there  is  the  game 
class  of  land  in  the  city. 


216.  Town  Clerk. — There  is  land  there  which  pays 

£10  an  acre,  and  if  it  were  some  miles  out  it  would  not 

pay  £5. 

217.  Chairman.— I think  there  may  be  some  mis- 
understanding  about  this.  In  bringing  in  any  of  this 
outlying  district  do  you  propose  they  shall  pay  oue- 
third  of  the  improvement  rate? — Yes. 

21S.  And  the  whole  of  the  general  purposes?— 
Yes. 

219.  So  that  taking  1878  they  would  my 
Is.  2d.  and  Is.  3d.  that  is  2s.  5 d.-,  now  in  the  North 
Liberty  barony  they  only  pay  one-third,  so  that  would 
be  putting  Is.  2d.  on  them  1— Yes  that  is  two  rates  it 
would  be  making  them  pay  Is.  2d.  extra.  What  I would 
say  as  to  the  general  purposes  rate  being  reduced  is 
that  it  would  reduce  the  rate  if  you  extended  the  boun- 
dary. 

220.  Your  general  purposes  rate  you  say  would  1« 
reduced  to  about  5 d.  ? — About  that.  As  to  the  North 

Liberty,  in  the  Spring  Assizes,  1878,  the  Grand  Jury 

cess  was  6 }pl.  and  for  the  Summer  it  was  8 £d. — tliati's 
just  Is.  3d. 

221.  Could  you  tell  me  what  were  the  county-at- 
large  charges  last  year  ? — No,  not  now. 

Mr.  Corbett. — At  the  Summer  Assizes  £110  Is.  6 d. 

222.  Then  so  far  as  I can  see  their  taxation  would 
be  increased. 

Mr.  Corbett. — Yes,  according  to  the  document  I 
made  out  it  would  increase  the  taxation  to  Is.  6<i. 

223.  Mr.  Spillane. — As  Mr.  Delmege  is  here,  and 
as  he  may  make  some  obsex-vations  touching  the  mort- 
gage, I would  ask  you  to  allow  me  to  reply. 

224.  Ch  ai  rman. — Has  not  the  legislature  settled  the 
matter  1 — 

Mr.  Delmege. — I would  allude  to  the  mortgage  only 
to  show  my  brother  x-ate-payers  in  the  Liberties  that 
there  is  looming  in  the  distance  additional  taxation  in 
i-espect  of  that  gas  purchase.  As  surely  as  the  sun 
sets  so  surely  will  we  in  the  Libei-ties  be  called  upon 
at  some  future  pcx-iod  to  pay  additional  taxation  for 
that  mortgage.  I am  prepax-ed  to  show  that  the  Cor- 
poration property  is  all  gone — is  frittered  away. 


Mr.  Corbett,  c.e.,  examined. 


225.  Chairman. — What  is  the  difference  in  the 
acreage  between  the  parliamentary  and  municipal 
boundary  ? — I find  the  lands  in  the  pax-liamentary 
boundax-y  cover  31,753a.  Ir.  7p.,  and  the  valuation  of 
that  is  £38,261.  The  municipal  boundary  contains, 
between  townlands  and  pox-tions  of  townlands,  2,074a. 
2r.  37p.,  and  the  valuation  is  £64,610. 

226.  Have  yoxx  seen  the  map  on  which  is  max-ked 
the  boundax-y,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Connolly,  and  that 
the  othex-s  have  approved  of? — Yes. 

227.  What  is  the  acreage  and  valuation  of  the 
electoral  division  ? — It  comprises  forty-three  townlands, 
6,614a.  3r.  23. p.,  and  the  valuation  is  £13,206.  The 
city  comprises  twenty-eight  townlands. 

228.  Does  the  electoral  boundax-y  take  in  all  that 
can  be  properly  called  suburban  residences  and  bxxilding 
ground  ? — Yes ; a large'  qxxantity  of  it. 

229.  Is  the  whole  of  that  occupied  by  residences 
and  building  groxmd  ? — It  is  occupied  both  by  residences 
and  building  gx-ound,  and  arable  land  too. 

230.  Is  the  arable  land,  land  in  the  nature  of  town- 
parks,  market  gardens,  and  that  class  of  land  ’—There 
is  a great  deal  of  it  plain  arable  land. 

231.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  say  the  valuation  of  the 
electoral  division  is  £13,206— how  much  of  that  is 
applicable  to  houses  ? — I could  not  say  that.  The  city 
valuation  I made  oxxt  to  be  £64,610,  and  the  electoral 
division  ox-  north  and  south  suburb,  £13,206 ; and  the 
valuation  of  houses  in  that  is,  as  I make  it  out 
£2,983. 

232.  And  the  rest  I take  it  is  agricultural  land  and 
would  pay-one  third  ? — Yes.  On  that  I find  the  im- 
provement warrant  of  1878  in  the  city  £10,720.  I 


find  that  the  county  roads’  contract  taking  in  the  north 
and  sou tli  suburbaix  wax-ds  is  £758  18s.,  and  I added 
to  that,  the  amount  of  iucx-eases  of  salaries  that  would 
come  to  the  officers,  aboxxt  £400  a year,  or  about 
£11,878  18s.,  which  woxxld  be  met  by  the  present 
improvement  rate  levied  oxx  the  whole  electoral  divi- 

S1<233.  That  £11,879  18s.,  would  be  a 3s.  6i/.  rate  for 
the  year? — Yes;  that  is  making  houses  pay  the  full 
and  land  oue-thix-d. 

234.  Would  that  give  x-oacls  and  all? — That  would 
take  in  county  roads. 

235.  What  was  the  gexxexivl  purposes  rate  in  1878 
in  the  city? — £4,039  9s.  7\d.,  and  the  proportion  of 
county  expenses  £231  in  that  electoral  division,  and 
that  would  be  £4,270  9s.  7 id.,  or  a Is.  Id.  rate.  I 
see  the  Grand  Jury  cess  in  Clanwilliam  for  1878  was 
Is.  ll|d. ; then  taking  the  general  purposes  and  the 
improvement  rate  as  2s.  9 d.  or  a difference  of  9 \d.  xn 
addition.  In  Pubblebrian  the  Grand  Jury  cess  was 
Is.  5 d.  and  the  general  purposes  and  improvement 
rate  2s.  3d.  in  the  gross,  and  10J.  would  be  the  addition; 
and  mtheNoi-th  Liberty  Is.  6d.  would  be  the  addition. 

236.  Chax-ging  houses  at  the  full  ? — Yes  ; in  the  .im- 
provement rate  houses  at  the  full,  and  land  one-third. 

237.  Mr.  Cotton. — How  many  miles  of  road  are 
there  to  be  maintained  in  the  electoi-al  division  ? — I di 
not  make  that  up,  but  I could  do  so- 

238.  Chairman. — Are  the  roads  in  the  county  kep 
better  than  in  the  city  1 — I don’t  think  they  are. 

239.  Mr.  Cotton.— Do  you  know  the  amount  pt 
contracts  in  each  ? — I know  that  for  that  portion  within 
the  electoral  division  the  amount  £758  18s.  8a. 
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240.  How  is  there  such  a great  difference  in  the 
rating  between  the  baronies  of  Clanwilliam  and  North 
Liberties  1 — I suppose  it  is  in  consequence  of  the  valua- 
tion. 

241.  It  appeal's  very  strange  that  it  should  be  always 
8</.  or  9c/.  in  the  one  more  than  in  the  other.  Are  the 
roads  so  much  more  expensive  1 — In  Clanwilliam  they 
are  £294  6s.  2c/.  against  £186  in  the  other. 

242.  Are  there  more  roads  to  keep  up  ? — Oh  yes ; 
more  hi  Clanwilliam  than  in  the  North  Liberties. 

Mr.  Dclnicge. — There  are  very  few  roads  hi  Limerick 
only  one  main  road. 

243.  Chairman. — Wliat  advantages  have  the  Cor- 
poration to  offer  to  the  people  in  the  south  district  for 
bringing  them  in — do  they  propose  to  make  them  pay 
the  full  taxation! — Well,  certainly  they  will  gam  no- 
thing by  coming  in,  there  is  no  question  about  that. 

244.  You  know  Eden-terrace  1 — Yes. 

24a.  Are  the  houses  on  each  side  of  that  terrace  pri- 
vate property? — Yes ; and  the  borough  boundary  runs 
down  the  centre  of  it. 

246.  Mr.  Cotton. — Is  that  a public  road? — Yes; 
but  it  is  not  repaired  by  the  city. 

247.  Are  there  lights  along  it  ? — There  are  lights  on 
both  sides,  to  a certain  extent. 

248.  Chairman. — Is  there  any  public  sewer  through 
it?— No. 

249.  How  are  the  houses  drained  then  ? — All  into 
cesspools.  The  lights  stop  exactly  at  the  boundary. 

250.  Although  there  are  continuous  buildings  run- 
ning outside? — Yes. 

251.  At  one  side  do  not  the  people  pav  for  gas? — 
Yes. 

252.  And  for  city  taxation? — Yes. 

253.  And  the  people  on  the  other  side  don’t  pay 
anything ? — No ; I think  they  ought  to  be  brought  in. 

254.  What  boundary  would  you  suggest  as  most 
advisable  to  bring  in  all  suburban  residences  and 
suburban  building  land  1 — I think  a mile  outside  the 
present  boundaiy  would  be  fair  enough. 

255.  Is  not  that  exactly  about  what  Mr.  Connolly 
proposes.  Would  you  mark  on  the  map  what  yon 
would  propose,  with  the  townlands  kept  as  nearly  as 
possible  within  the  electoral  division  ? — I would  leave 
out  part  of  the  parish  of  Killely. 
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256.  Would  you  not  take  in  the  union  workhouse? 
— Yes. 

257.  Mr.  Robinson. — Clonmaeken  House — would 
you  take  in  that? — Yes. 

258.  Do  you  think  the  electoral  division  boundary 
would  be  too  large? — Yes;  I would  think  about  a 
mile  would  lie  fan-. 

259.  What  would  yon  think  about  the  wards?— I 
would  recast  them  all. 

260.  Mr.  Cotton. — Even  if  there  was  no  extension  ? 
— Yes ; there  are  a good  many  of  the  old  houses  iu 
the  old  ton'll  have  fallen  down.  Castle  Ward  wants 
to  be  enlarged  a little. 

261.  Chairman. — Would  you  increase  Castle  Ward! 
— Yes ; Irishtown,  Abbey,  and  Castle  Wards,  I would 
try  and  recast  them.  I would  divide  them  into  two. 

262.  You  would  then  have  seven  instead  of  eight  ? 
— Yes ; I would  equalize  the  valuation  that  way. 

263.  How  would  you  deal  until  the  new  districts  ? 
— I would  put  them  into  separate  wards — the  North 
Suburb  ward  and  the  South  Suburb  ward.  In  fact 
I would  put  on  three  wards,  Clanwilliam,  Pubblebrian 
and  North  Liberty. 

264.  Can  you  tell  the  number  of  voters  in  each  ? — 
No ; population  is  generally  taken  into  consideration 
in  recasting  wards.  There  is  the  North  Suburb  ward 
and  the  South  Suburb  ward,  representing  the  entire 
of  that  district  for  poor  law  purposes.  There  would 
be  no  difficulty  about  that.  The  valuation  of  the 
North  Liberties  is  £6,097,  and  of  the  South,  £7,108. 

265.  You  see  the  line  marked  by  Mr.  Connolly  on 
the  map — would  you  say  that  it  fairly  represents  the 
area  of  land,  either  occupied  by  gentlemen’s  residences 
or  that  is  likely  to  be  used  as  building  ground  ? — I 
think  so. 

266.  Do  you  think  it  represents  the  land  that,  from 
its  immediate  proximity  to  the  city,  derives  sub- 
stantially enhanced  value  ? — I think  it  does. 

267.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  on  the  part  of  the 
Corporation,  in  keeping  up  that  increased  area  1 — I 
don’t  think  so. 

268.  Mi\  Kelly. — There  would  be  no  difficulty  about 
collecting  the  taxes,  but  no  other  point  that  I can  see 
would  be  gained.  Mr.  Corbett  speaks  as  Surveyor  of 
Limerick,  but  if  be  had  dealings  with  the  lands,  as  I 
have,  he  would  see  it  in  a different  light. 


LDCEIIICK. 
July  4,1879. 

Mr.  Tlmmas 
Orbett,  c.B. 


Mr.  Laurence  Kelly,  t.c.,  examined. 


Mr.  Laurence 
Ke’ly,  t.c. 


269.  Are  you  opposed  to  extension? — Indeed  I am. 
I am  not  against  an  extension  to  those  villas  and  places 
of  the  kind,  such  as  Eden-terrace.  I think  if  they 
were  included  it  would  be  an  improvement,  and  an  act 
of  justice,  and  it  would  give  them  an  opportunity  of 
having  the  place  attended  to — lighted  and  watched — 
which  would  be  a consideration. 

270.  But  they  have  all  that  at  present  ? — -They  have 
light  only  up  to  the  borough  boundary. 

271.  Half  the  road  is  in  the  county  ? — Yes ; but  it 
is  lighted  in  such  a way  at  present  that  it  is  of  little 
advantage  to  occupiers,  but  if  it  was  included  it  would 
be  as  well  attended  to  as  any  of  the  streets. 

272.  What  do  you  say  as  to  New-street? — Well,  I 
am  not  so  conversant  with  that.  I know  there  was 
Baltnacurra  Pike,  a residence  for  persons  of  moderate 
means,  extending  up  there  about  a mile  beyond  the 
present  boundary.  If  that  were  included  I believe  it 
would  he  for  the  benefit  of  these  people. 

273.  W ould  you  go  for  an  extension  of  a mile,  follow- 
ing a proper  boundary  from  the  present  boundary  ? — 
Yes,  under  particular  circumstances,  but  it  is  not  to  be 
forgotten  that  if  I go  a mile  from  the  boundary,  in 
certain  directions,  I may  as  well  go  twenty  miles  into 
the  country,  for  there  is  no  prospect  whatever  of 
residences  being  built  there,  except  residences  valued 
peihaps  from  £6  to  £8. 

274.  You  would  not  say  that  land,  twenty  miles 
away,  brings  anything  like  the  rent  of  land  within  a 
mile  of  the  town  ? — I am  the  occupier  of  about  250 


Irish  acres,  and  I may  tell  you  that  I pay  for  land, 
six  or  seven  miles  away  from  Limerick,  as  much  as 
any  land  around  Limerick  is  worth  to  me. 

275.  Is  the  laud  six  or  seven  miles  away  of  tbe 
same  quality  ? — Yes ; and  better,  if  it  was  not  it  would 
not  fetch  the  price.  I hold  land  for  grazing  purposes, 
seven,  eight  or  ten  miles  of!',  and  it  is  of  the  very  same 
or  better  quality  than  the  land  I hold  at  Limerick.  I 
am  the  occupier  of  forty-five  acres,  a quarter  of  a mile 
outside  the  present  boundary.  I made  terms  for  that 
farm  thirty  years  ago,  wholly  on  the  condition  of  the 
then  existing  state  of  things  continuing — on  the  pros- 
pects of  what  I was  then  to  pay.  I never  calculated 
to  pay  city  taxes,  for  the  lighting,  cleansing,  sewerage, 
&c.,  of  Limerick.  If  these  gentlemen  in  the  Corpora- 
tion who  are  seeking  an  extension  of  the  boundary  got 
the  parties  interested  in  tbe  value  of  property  in 
Limerick  to  pay  equal  proportion  of  taxation  according 
to  poor  rate  that  would  be  an  act  of  justice.  If  that 
were  done,  if  it  were  made  the  law  that  every  man 
interested  in  projierty  in  the  city  should  pay  a fair 
proportion  of  taxation  we  would  not  be  over  rated 
and  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  extending  the 
boundaries. 

Mr.  Ellavd. — We  tried  to  do  what  Mr.  Kelly 
suggests,  and  a petition  with  that  object  was  presented. 

Mr.  Kelly. — As  to  the  land  being  more  valuable 
near  the  town,  I can  tell  you  the  stubborn  fact  is  that 
that  is  a mistaken  notion,  as  I can  prove  in  my  own 
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Limerick. 
July  4, 1879. 

Mr.  Laurence 
Kelly,  t.c. 


276.  Chairman. — Yours  must  be  a very  exceptional 
case  then.  We  know  that  in  the  ease  of  most  people 
having  land  around  a city,  they  have  greater  advantages 
and  facilities  for  sending  in  milk  and  butter,  and 
turning  money  in  that  way. 

277.  Mr.  Ell anl. — Is  it  not  a fact,  Mr.  Kelly,  that 
they  do  supply  milk  to  the  workhouse  and  the  asylum, 
and  is  not  their  proximity  an  advantage  to  them  1 — 
In  some  cases,  yes  ; in  others  not.  I believe  the  man 
who  is  a dairy  farmer,  and  has  his  cattle  seven  or  eight 
or  ten  miles  off,  can  make  as  much,  if  not  more,  as  the 
man  within  a mile  of  the  city. 

278.  Chairman. — Well  there  may  be  something 
exceptional  in  the  circumstances  of  the  land  around 
Limerick,  but  I can  only  say  that  it  is  directly  contrary 
to  what  has  been  proved  everywhere  else.  We  have 


"•iv  oi  na\ 


nearcl  that  there  is  no  more  pi 
hud  than  as  a market,  garden  or  for  irann.,  tin 
produce  of  telueh  is  sent  in  ever,  da,  to  the  tow  a“| 
sold,  and  we  Lav e found  that  lands  convenient  to  the 
town  are  very  much  increased  in  value. 

Mr.  Kelly.  I believe  that  houses,  residences  and 
building  laud  outside  the  present  boundary  mi<*ht  lie 
brought  in  fairly,  and  with  advantage  to  the  rarties 

2i'J  If  you  bring  in  these  would  you  make  them 
pay  what  the  citizens  pay?— Yes;  and  I would  rive 
them  all  the  advantages. 

280.  But  the  land  only  pays  one-third  now  1— But 
I don’t  mean  to  include  the  lands,  only  the  market 
gardens  and  places  attached  to  residences.  That  is 
all  I want  to  include. 


Mr.  John  Christopher  Delmege,  examined. 


281.  In  the  first  place  I don’t  at  all  object  to1  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Spillane.  On  the  contrary,  I cpiite 
agree  with  it — with  part  of  it  at  least — namely,  that 
all  these  suburbs  should  be  brought  into  the  taxation 
of  the  city,  and  also  the  ground  that  is  being  used, 
or  is  intended  finally  to  be  used  for  building  ground. 
As  to  Eden-terrace,  the  state  of  things  that  prevails 
with  reference  to  it  has  been  mentioned,  and  I think 
it  is  most  mijust  that  one  side  should  be  obliged  to 
pay  taxes,  whilst  the  other,  obtaining  nearly  equal 
advantages,  gets  off  scott  free. 

282.  Chairman, — In  your  direction,  Mi-.  Delmege, 

how  fiir  do  you  think  the  boundary  should  go.  I see, 
for  instance,  a place  called  Whitfield,  a little  above 
the  glebe-house — should  it  go  as  far  as  that  1 — I may 
say  that  I have  written  some  letters  in  the  public 
prints,  and  have  rather  studied  the  subject.  1 would 
rather  speak  on  the  general  question  than  on  any 
personal  grounds,  but  as  you  ask  me  the  question  I 
may  tell  you  that  in  my  part  of  the  country — the 
North  Liberty  barony — it  is  not  at  all  a suburban 
district.  I am  living  there  for  more  years  than  I 
would  like  to  say,  and  I don’t  know  of  a single  house 
having  been  built,  except  by  tbe  rent-paying  farmers, 
who  pay  large  rents  and  are  subject  to  pretty  smart 
taxation,  who  have  taken  from  large  landed  proprietors, 
like  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  and  othei-s,  and  who 
have  these  lands  leased  to  them  under  certain  con- 
ditions of  taxation,  which  they  and  I consider  as  vested 
rights  which  should  not  wilfully  he  overthrown.  If 
you  extend  the  municipal  bouudaiy  and  its  consequent 
taxation  to  these,  I do  not  see  how  it  would  be  justice, 
and  I do  not  think  the  borough  boundary  of  tbe  North 
Liberty  ought  to  be  extended  an  inch  more  than  it  is. 
I should  say,  as  regards  the  other  side  towards  the  poor- 
honse  and  Eden-terrace,  Kilrish  and  that,  those  are 
suburban  districts,  and  where  you  see  new  residences 
springing  up,  I do  think  that  it  is  only  justice  that 
people  in  those  districts  should  be  included  in  city 
taxation.  J 

283.  The  union  workhouse  is  not  included  1 — No. 

284.  Do  you  think  it  ought  to  be? — Yes. 

285.  I see  places  marked  Thomville,  are  they  in  the 
city  ? — Yes. 

286.  Thomville  is  not.  It  is  in  the  county,  it  is  on 
the  same  line  of  road  with  Eden-terrace,  and  Coolrain 
House  is  in  the  county.  Now,  Mr.  Delmege,  do  you 
think  these  places  ought  to  be  taken  in  1— Yes ; because 
these  are  suburban  building  districts.  I am  of  opinion 
that  every  house  or  suburb,  where  houses  can  and  are 
likely  to  be  built,  ought  to  be  taken  into  the  municipal 
boundary,  but  I am  as  strongly  of  opinion  that  land  of 
a purely  agricultural  nature,  farmed  by  tenants  with- 
out gardens  or  anything  of  that  sort,  should  be  left  out. 

2S7.  Yes,  but  you  could  not  draw  a line  merely  to 
take  in  buildings  or  houses — otherwise  Pai-liament 
would  probably  have  provided  that  no  township  be 
formed  to  take  in  any  arable  land,  but  the  way  they 
got  rid  of  that  difficulty  is  this,  provided  that  arable 
land  should  only  pay  one-fourth  of  the  rate — houses 


properly  so  called  pay  the  full  rate,  and  arable  kml, 
market  gardens  and  so  on,  are  not  excluded  altogether! 
but  are  only  asked  to  pay  a proportion.  Some  gentle- 
men say  “ take  in  all  ground  likely  to  be  built 
on,  so  don’t  take  me  in.”  How  then  are  we  to  draw 
the  line  so  as  to  make  a proper  boundary  whilst  doin'- 
no  serious  injustice  1 — 

Mr.  Delmeye. — I am  prepared  to  say  this,  that  every 
bargain  to  be  legal  and  binding  should  have  a considera 
tion.  Now  the  Corporation  give  no  consideration 
of  any  kind,  and  there  is  very  little  affection  between 
the  Liberties  and  the  Corporation.  If  they  gave  us 
lamps  or  anything  of  that  kind  for  increased  taxation 
there  might  be  some  advantage.  I say  to  them  “ are 
you  prepared  to  give  them”  and  they  reply  that  tliev 
are  not.  Then  I say,  why  ask  us  to  pay  so  much  for 
such  advantages  as  yon  say  we  derive,  in  going  to  the 
town  for  the  purposes  of  schools,  markets,  and  so  on. 

288.  Would  it  bo  fair  to  ask  them  to  pay  one-half 
for  the  advantages  they  derive  in  that  way  1— Well, 
we  do  use  their  streets,  but  they  would  be  very  badly 
off  without  us,  if  we  did  not  come  in  and  spend  our 
money  in  their  shops.  I was  going  to  wind  up  with 
one  observation  about  the  streets.  They  cost,  I am 
informed,  about  £4,000  a year,  and  what  I would  sug- 
gest is  that  they  should  be  repaired  by  the  county-at- 
large.  The  people  at  Ratlikeel  use  the  streets  as  much 
as  anyone  else  does,  and  leave  as  large  a deposit  behind. 
I make  that  suggestion  because  I think  it  is  rather 
unfair  that  the  people  in  the  city  should  have  the  entire 
responsibility  of  the  taxation  for  the  repairs  of  the 
streets,  cleansing,  &c.,  the  cost  of  which  amounts  to 
about  £4,000.  Now  as  to  another  point  concerning 
the  question  of  political  influence,  I am  satisfied  that 
if  the  Liberties  were  polled  to-morrow  they  would  be 
glad  to  give  up  their  power  of  voting  fora  member 
provided  there  was  no  taxation  imposed  upon  them. 
Another  thing  I would  say  is  this.  If  we  are  brought 
into  the  municipal  boundary  and  if  we  are  obliged  to 
pay  taxes  for  municipal  purposes — then  I say,  that 
property  has  its  rights  as  well  as  its  duties,  and  should 
have  its  representation.  I t.hinlr  if  you  do  bring  the 
country  element  in,  we  ought  to  have  a representation 
according  to  property,  so  that  we  would  not  he  merely 
a myth  in  the  Corporation,  borne  down  by  the  voice 
of  the  maj ority . Another  thing  is  I think  the  Corpora- 
tion is  a great  deal  to  large,  forty  members  is  a great 
deal  to  much. 

289.  What  is  your  view  as  to  the  division  of  taxes 
between  landlord  and  tenant,  particularly  the  sanitary 
taxes — do  you  think  what  is  applied  to  the  rural  should 
be  applied  to  the  city  district,  that  the  tenant  should 
deduct  the  half  from  the  landlord  ? — I think  it  would  be 
very  unfair  to  put  all  the  tax  on  the  tenants. 

290.  Would  you  divide  the  sanitary  tax  1 — Yes;  it 

would  be  unfair  to  put  it  on  the  tenants — they  have  to 
bear  quite  enough,  but  as  regards  the  financial  part  of 
thematter,  it  evidently  is  not  for  our  good  that  the  Cor- 
poration seek  to  put  us  in.  The  object  of  exten  ding-^ 
boundary  is  not  to  do  benefit  to  us  in  the  leas  • 1 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


355 


the  purpose  of— to  use  a common  expression—"  bring- 
inrr  irist  to  the  mill  ” of  the  Corporation.  They  are  at 
present  in  a most  unfortunate  state  as  regards  then- 
finances,  which  nobody  lias  attempted  to  deny. 

291.  3Mr.  Connolly. — If  air.  Delmege  really  means 
to  attempt  to  maintain  that  statement,  I hope  he  will 
speak  of  what  he  knows  of  his  own  knowledge  to  be  the 
case,  and  not  mere  hearsay.  You  have  befc  re  you— or 
air.'  Ellard  can  produce  to  you — the  full  return  made 
to  the  Government,  of  all  the  charges  on  the  Corpora- 
tion property. 

292.  air.  Delmege. — I know  air.  Connolly’s  feelings 
as  representing  the  Corporation,  but  it  will  look  bad 
before  the  Commissioners  and  the  public,  if  air.  Con- 
nolly or  any  member  of  the  Corporation  tries  to  shut 
my  mouth. 

‘293.  Mr.  Connolly. — I only  want  air.  Delmege  to 
state  facts — what  he  knows  to  be  facts. 

291.  Mr.  Delmege. — My  facts  are  taken  from  the 
blue  book,  and  if  that  errs  I err  ; they  are  also  taken 
from  what  I have  gathered  of  my  own  knowledge  and 
from  conversations  with  membei-s  of  the  Corporation. 
AVe  always  sit  down  calmly  to  write  letters,  and  in  the 
following  statement  I wrote  calmly  and  from  undeni- 
able facts — 

•l  One  word  now  as  to  the  debts  due,  Mr.  M*  Donnell  (tlic 
late  High  Sheriff)  says—1  There  is  now  due,  actually  affect- 
ing the  rates,  nearly  .£26,000’;  if  tlie  Corporation  owed 
only  £26, 000  why  was  the  special  Commission  appointed  in 
IS75  to  prepare  a memorial  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  to 
borrow  £60. 000,  as  Mr.  Spillane  stated  1 for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  Corporation  debts/  But  the  debts  really  stand 
thus,  taken  from  the  blue  book  return  and  evidence  before 
the  Inquiry  Commissioners  in  1877.  The  total  capital  secured 
debt  of  the  Corporation  was  £53,992,  mostly  paying  5 per 
cent,  interest  of  this  to  Mr.  Stevens,  £27, 500  for  this  sum 
and  other  mortgages.  All  their  landed  and  other  estates 
and  the  Lax  Weir  Salmon  Fishery  are  under  an  order  for 
sale  in  the  Landed  Estates  Court,  some  of  which  have  been 
. sold . This  £53,992  does  not  include  any  moneys  due  to  the 
National  Bank  on  overdrawn  accounts,  which  amounted  in 
1875  to  £25,  757/’ 

Mr.  Connolly. — All  I can  say  is  that  that  is  a grossly 
inaccurate  statement. 

Mr.  Delmege. — I am  now  speaking  against  the  credit 
of  the  Corporation  to  show  that  they  are  steeped  in 
debt. 

Mr.  Connolly. — I hardly  think  it  is  necessary  to 
have  on  the  notes  of  evidence  Mr.  Delmege’s  letter  to 
the  newspapers. 

295.  Mr.  Delmege. — I pledge  myself  to  every  state- 
ment I make  being  founded  upon  the  blue  book.  I 
have  the  books  here,  and  I can  say  this,  that  “ that 
£53,992  does  not  include  any  moneys  due  to  the 
National  Bank  on  overdrawn  accounts,  which  amounted 
in  1S75  to  £25,757.” 

296.  Chairman. — I think  you  are  in  error  in  saying 
you  read  from  the  report  of  the  Committee. 

297.  Mi-.  Delmege. — The  statements  I make  in  the 
letter  to  the  public  press  from  which  I read  are  based 
on  that  report.  They  are  in  the  blue  book.  I go  on 
to  say : — 

"But,  in  December.  1877,  the  overdraft  on  the  gas  ac- 
count was  reduced  to  £14,000,’  but  the  Commissioners  add, 

• We  have  reason  to  add  that  further  advances  may  since  have 
been  made.’  The  Corporation  finances  therefore  stand  thus.” 
And  this  is  my  wind  up : — 

■‘They  have  borrowed  eveiy  shilling  which  they  could 
got—they  have  mortgaged  all  their  landed  property  in  and 
adjoining  the  city,  and  also  their  well  secured  ground  rents, 
and  their  property  in  Limerick  held  in  fee-simple;  also  the 
great  Lax  Weir  Fishery,  all  of  whieh  were  for  sale,  or  have 
been  sold.  Their  account  at  the  bank  is  largely  overdrawn — 
the  improvement  rate  has  been  deeply  mortgaged,  and  yet 
we  are  ‘ now  only  affected  to  the  extent  of  £26,000,’  and  yet 
can  it  be  believed  that  the  Corporation  are  now  seeking  for 
£30,000  or  £40,000.  to  purchase  the  Limerick  Gas  Com- 
pany’s Works,  so  as  to  have  the  entire  monopoly  of  the  light- 
ing of  the  city.” 

I say  that  is  the  financial  state  of  the  city. 

298.  Mr.  Connolly. — Now,  of  this  £54,000,  there 
is  £27,000  chai-ged  on  property  in  Limerick  belonging 


to  the  Corpoi-ation  completely  independent  of  all  city  Limerick 

rates  whatever,  and  Mr.  Kearney,  solicitor,  for  the  J»h'  *.  isra. 

gentleman  who  lent  the  money,  is  selling  it  in  the 

Landed  Estates  Court,  and  is  satisfied  that  the  pro-  DnnUge. 

perty  will  realize  that  £27,500.  so  that  the  city  is  so 

far  relieved.  As  to  the  gas,  Mr.  Spillane,  out  of  the 

profits  of  the  Corporation  works  pays  the  interest  on 

the  £7,000,  and  not  a halfpenny  of  that  comes  out  of 

the  improvement  rate.  The  next  item  is  £4,900.  In 

1865  there  was  a large  slob  land,  in  respect  of  which 

the  Corporation  borrowed  £4,500,  and  the  result  has 

been  that  the  profits  on  that  enable  the  Corporation  to 

more  than  pay  the  £4,900  ; so  that  the  only  tiling  the 

Corporation  are  liable  for  on  the  improvement  rate  is 

£3,000,  Irish  currency,  on  the  debentures,  and  £3,300 

borrowed  for  sewerage  works.  £2,000  lay  on  the  1st  of 

July  to  the  credit  of  the  Corporation,  to  pay  off  that, 

so  that  tlie  total  liability  of  the  Corporation  on  the 

Limerick  improvement  rate  does  not  come  to  £7,000. 

So  that,  in  point  of  fact,  you  will  find  that  this 
tremendous  £65,000  or  so  comes  down  to  £6,000  or 
£7,000,  the  present  charge  on  the  improvement  rate. 

It  is  right  to  say  that  there  is  not  £14,000  due  to  the 
National  Bank.  It  has  been  reduced  to  £11,000,  and 
it  will  soon  be  only  £S,000  or  £9,000. 

Mr.  Delmege.  — Mr.  Connolly  quite  forgets  that 
except  tills  Corkanree,  the  Corporation  have  not 
as  much  property  as  would  “ sod  a lark.”  Their  pro- 
perty is  sold.  I have  the  rental  of  it.  Their  Lax- 
weir  is  sold,  or  selling — everything  is  sold.  That  is 
why  your  streets  are  so  badly  done.  Tlie  men  are 
sent  up  to  Corkanree,  and  they  spend  quarter  of  a day 
going  up,  and  quarter  of  a day  coming  back.  What 
have  they  done  to  get  rid  of  debt  1 They  have  sold, 
mortgaged,  and  got  rid  of  everything,  and  now  they 
are  trying  to  bring  the  Liberties  in.  They  actually 
don’t  look  after  their  property  as  carefully  as  an 
ordinary  individual  would.  For  Barrington’s  Hospital, 
by  their  own  laches,  they  pay  £65  a year  out  of  the 
rates  of  the  city,  because,  I am  informed,  they  have 
no  clause  of  surrender,  and  are  made  to  pay  this  high 
rent  out  of  the  city. 

299.  Mr.  Connolly. — This  £65  a year  was  a matter 
not  at  all  connected  with  the  present  Corporation, 
good,  bad  or  indifferent,  as  you  must  recollect.  It 
was  an  old  sore  of  years  standing,  which  was  created 
when  Mr.  Delmege  had  charge  of  the  city. 

300.  Mr.  Ellard. — I should  mention,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  it  was  proved  before  you,  at  your  former  inquiry, 
that  the  £27,000  was  principally  incurred  to  pay  off 
the  debts  of  tlie  old  Corporation,  and  not  by  the 
present  body  at  all. 

301.  Chairman.— At  page  28  of  our  former  report 
it  is  fully  set  out,  and  it  appears  from  that,  and  I 
think  it  is  quite  clear,  that  tlie  debt  of  the  Corporation 
is  really  very  little.  Every  shilling  is  most  carefully 
watched  by  the  Government  auditor. 

302.  Mi\  Kearney. — There  is  a sum  of  £11,000  due 
to  the  gas  works.  That  is  due  by  the  city  at  present. 

303.  Chairman.— Now,  Mr.  Delmege,  is  it  your 
opinion  there  should  be  any  increase,  and,  if  so,  what 
increase  would  you  recommend  1 — There  ought  to  be 
an  increase  to  bring  in  suburban  dist  ricts,  where  villas 
have  been  built,  or  are  about  being  built,  but  no  other 
increase  of  any  kind.  I think  it  right,  however,  to 
point  out  that  the  Corporation  are  in  that  unfortunate 
financial  position  that  they  have  no  other  means  of 
surviving  or  existing  than  by  borrowing  these  Large 
sums  of  money,  and  no  way  of  meeting  their  liabilities 
than  by  selling  their  property,  and  bringing  us  in  from 
the  Liberties  to  meet  these  taxes.  How  are  these 
moneys  expended— they  are  sums  taken  from  the  im- 
provement rate  for  the  purpose  of  propping  up  what 
Mx-.  Spaight  called  this  rotten,  licketty,  worn  out 
concern. 

304.  It  is  generally  admitted  that  land  within  a 
mile  or  two  outside  a city  or  town  derives  such  excep- 
tional advantages,  shared  in  by  the  landlord  and 
tenant,  that  they  ought  to  pay  something.  Is  that 
your  opinion  ? 
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Mr.  John  C. 
Delmege. 


305.  Mr.  Delmege. — If  a radius  of  a mile  all  round 
were  agreed  on,  and  if  it  could  be  possibly  managed, 
that  we  should  have  a fixed  sum  to  pay  as  a contribu- 
tion to  the  city,  and  that  it  was  not  left  in  the  power 
of  the  Council  to  tax  it,  ad  libitum , as  they  wish,  I 
would  not  object  to  it.  The  wav  to  manage  that 
would  be  by  giving  the  added  district  adequate  repre- 
sentation in  the  Corporation.  As  I understand,  the 
suggestion  made  is,  to  give  them  bond  fide  representa- 
tion, and  then  you  would  get  good  men  like  Mr. 
Spaiglit  to  do  the  work,  and  the  Corporation,  as  a 
body,  would  be  ashamed  or  afraid  to  increase  the 
taxation,  for  if  they  increased  it  on  others  they  would 
increase  it  on  themselves. 

30G.  Mr.  Hpillane- — I would  ask  you  to  get  out 
how  this  debt  of  .£20,000  was  contracted  ? 

307.  Chairman. — It  is  all  in  the  blue  book  here. 

30S.  Mr.  Kearny  (Solicitor). — I am  authorized,  on 
the  part  of  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  to  say,  that  so 
far  as  the  extension  into  villa  and  suburban  districts 
is  concerned,  we  offer  no  opposition,  but  we  would  be 
strongly  opposed  to  taking  in  any  purely  agricultural 
land. 

309.  Are  you  opposed  to  taking  in  anything  beyond 
a mile  from  the  city? — Yes,  or  within  it,  if  it  contains 
agricultural  land. 

310.  You  must  know  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  us  to  form  a boundary  cutting  out  a bit  here 
because  it  was  agricultural,  and  taking  in  a bit  there 
that  was  not.  Does  not  the  owner  of  land  outside 


and  adjacent  to  the  town  get  a much  higher  rent  for 
his  land  than  if  it  was  further  off? — Yes,  he  does  I 
dare  say. 

311.  Does  he  not  get  that  higher  rent  from  the 
tenant  because  of  the  proximity  of  the  laud  to  the  city 
which  enables  the  tenant  to  pay  that  higher  rent 
Why  then  should  he  not  pay  liis  quota  towards  the 
taxation  of  the  town,  from  his  proximity  to  which  he 
derives  such  advantages? 

312.  Mr.  Kearny. — As  to  his  property,  very  little 
of  it  pays  a higher  rent  than  the  lands  five  or  six  miles 
from  Limerick. 

313.  Mr.  Delmcgc. — Oh,  it  is  ridiculous  to  think  that 
land  near  the  city  is  not  of  greater  value  than  land 
farther  oft'.  We  cannot  deny  that.  The  only  thin"  I 
would  say  is  this,  if  you  would  kindly  take  a note  of 
it — my  suggestion  is  this — that  it  is  not  fair  for  the 
citizens  of  Limerick  to  tax  themselves  for  £4,000  for 
cleansing,  sweeping,  and  repairing  the  streets,  for  all  us 
country  people  living  within  one  mile  or  twenty  miles 
to  use.  On  the  same  ground  as  the  county  pays  for  the 
bridges,  there  ought  to  be  presentments  for  these 
sti-eets — it  would  not  bo  more  than  one-sixth  of  a 
farthing  on  the  whole  county. 

Mr.  Connolly. — The  gentlemen  Mr.  Delmege  pro- 
fesses to  represent  are  not  being  hurt  at  all. 

Mr.  Delmege. — I can  only  say  that  we  are  prepared 
to  give  up  our  political  power  for  the  election  of  a 
member  for  the  city  if  we  are  not  additionally  taxed. 
The  Government  ought  to  leave  us  as  we  are. 


Mr.  Johu 
Gleeson. 


Mr.  Jons  Gleeson  examined. 


314.  Where  do  you  live? — At  Cloondrinan,  within 
the  electoral  division. 

315.  "What  land  do  you  hold  1 — Forty-five  acres. 

3 1 G . Is  it  your  opinion  that  land  within  the  electoral 
division  is  more  valuable,  from  its  proximity  to  the 
city'  of  Limerick,  than  if  it  were  further  off? — I don’t 
think  for  myself  that  where  I am  situated  it  is. 

317.  As  you  are  situated — but  take  it  as  land ; sup- 
posing your  forty-five  acres  were  to  be  let,  and  forty- 
five  acres  of  similar  land,  say  tln-ee  or  four  miles  off 
from  Limerick,  which  would  the  farmer  give  more  for  ? 
— I think  there  would  be  no  difference. 

318.  Then  you  don’t  think  land  near  the  city  is 
more  valuable  1 — No. 

319.  Then  you  don’t  agree  with  Mr.  Delmege? — 
No.  I am  only  made  to  pay  more  for  it  in  regard  to 
the  rates. 


320.  But  you  are  not  paying  a penny? — I am  pay- 
ing city  rates. 

321.  Then  you  ought  to  wish  to  bring  others  in  to 
help  you  ? — It  is  the  city  poor  rates  I mean. 

322.  The  electoral  division  rates? — Yes. 

323.  Do  you  send  in  your  produce  to  the  city?— I 
do,  com. 

324.  Any  milk  or  butter? — Yes ; milk. 

325.  Don’t  you  think  it  of  advantage  to  be  so  near 
the  town  ? — No  ; not  the  least.  If  I was  further  from 
the  city  I would  turn  to  a different  style  of  farming 
that  would  pay  as  well. 

326.  Do  you  think  you  contribute  to  the  wear  and 
tear  of  the  roads  of  the  city  ? — To  some  extent,  but 
very  little. 


Mr.  Join 
Byrne. 


Mr.  John  Byrne  examined. 


327.  I live  outside  the  city  but  within  the  electoral 
division.  I farm  forty-five  acres. 

328.  Is  it  your  opinion  the  land  near  the  city  is  not 
more  valuable  on  that  account  ? — I am  pretty  sure  it 
is  not.  I pay  30  per  cent  over  the  valuation.  That 
is  a rack-rent. 

329.  Is  that  on  account  of  the  land  being  little 
better  or  more  valuable  ? — I suppose  so. 


330.  But  you  say  it  is  not  more  valuable  ? — Well, 
I have  no  benefit  by  it. 

Mr.  Connolly. — Their  view  is,  that  if  the  landloid 
were  to  pay  all  the  taxes  they  would  be  better  off. 

Mr.  Byrne. — I only  know  this,  that  I am  paying 
more  than  I am  able. 

The  inquiry  terminated. 
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WESTPORT— 6th  SEPTEMBER.  1879. 

Sejit.  6.  187»- 

(Before  Messrs.  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e.,  and  H.  A.  Robinson). 


Mr.  John  Egan,  examined. 


Mr.  Johu 


1.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  Town  Clerk? — Yes. 

2.  How  long  liave  you  been  Town  Clerk? — Since 
1853. 

3.  Under  what  Act  is  tlie  town  constituted  ? — The 
Towns  Improvement  Act,  1854. 

4.  When  was  it  placed  under  that  Act? — In  185G. 

5.  Was  it  under  any  Act  previously  ? — Yes,  the  9th 
George  4tb  chap.  82. 

6 Was  it  put  under  the  Act  for  all  purposes  ? — Yes, 
for  all  purposes  except  water  and  light.  These 
provisions  were  not  adopted ; subsequently  the  water 
provisions  were  adopted ; now  the  guardians  are  the 
sanitary  authority  and  within  a month  they  adopted 
the  lightiug  powers ; the  present  boundary  is  that 
adopted  in  185(3. 

7.  Did  it  differ  from  the  previous  boundary? — 
Under  the  9th  George  4th  it  was  somewhat  wider  ; 
but  the  Commissioners  of  Valuation  restricted  the 
boundary  on  the  application  of  Lord  John  Browne 
and  the  Marquis  of  Sligo.  I have  a map  that  came 
from  the  Commissioners  of  Valuation  at  the  time  the 
boundary  was  formed.  The  Commissionersof  Valuation 
intended  the  yellow  portion  to  be  the  boundary,  but 
the  Marquis  of  Sligo  and  Lord  John  Browne  made  a 
very  strong  representation  and  the  white  portion 
inside  the  red  line  and  outside  the  yellow  line  was 
added  all  round.  The  population  by  the  Census  of 
1871,  was  4,417.  That  is  the  town  proper,  and  I 
think  it  has  increased.  The  buildings  have  increased. 

8.  Are  the  buildings  within  the  municipality? — 
They  are.  Mr.  Livingstone,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Commissioners,  has  put  up  some  buildings  and  so  has  the 
V ice-ch  airman. 

9.  You  say  the  population  is  4,417,  exclusive  of  the 
rural  portion  ? — I mean  that  the  town  proper  is  4,41 7. 

10.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  rural  portion? — The 
population  on  the  quay  or  the  rural  distinct,  and  not 
included  in  the  4,417.  It  is  the  streets  of  the  town 
only  that  make  up  that  number. 

11.  Where  did  you  get  the  4,417  ? — From  “ Thom’s 
Directory.” 

12.  And  what  makes  you  think  that  only  includes 
the  streets? — I looked  to  the  addendum  for  the 
population  and  I came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
town  alone  has  a population  of  4,417.  I may  he 
wrong,  but  I don’t  think  I am. 

13.  What  was  the  area  of  the  township? — 1,918a. 
3r.  2 Ip. 

14.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  buildings  in  the 

town? — £4,667  18s.  v 

15.  And  of  land? — £1,420  10s.,  altogether  £6,097. 

16.  Are  there  no  wards? — No. 

17.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  town  situated  ? 
—Westport. 

18.  Altogether  in  Westport? — Altogether. 

19.  Can  yon  give  me  the  municipal  rates  from  1874 
to  1878? — In  1874,  9c7.  on  houses,  and  2^d.  on  land. 

20.  What  is  the  maximum? — In  1874,  9 d.,  when 
they  were  the  sanitary  authority.  In  1875,  Gd.  ■ in 

1876,  Gd. ; in  1877,  5 d. ; and  in  1878,  2d. 

21.  What  was  the  county-cess  for  the  same  years? 
—In  1874,2s.  lf&j  in  1875,1s.  ll|d.;  in  1876,2s.  3d. ; 
in  1877,  2s.  8Id. ; in  1878,  Is.  9§i.  The  borough  rate 
in  1874  was  2s.  6 d. ; in  1875,  2s.  Gd.4,  in  1876,  2s. j in 

1877,  2s.  Gd. ; in  1878,  2s.  id. 

22.  How  much  of  the  borough  rate  in  1875,  was 
the  sanitary  rate? — There  was  no  special  sanitary  rate 
since  the  separation. 

23.  Have  the  Board  of  Guardians  struck  a special 
sanitary  rate? — They  have  struck  a rate  extending 
over  the  entire  union  of  one  penny,  and  to  supplement 
that  they  borrowed  £30,000. 


24.  But  have  they  struck  any  special  sanitary  rate.  ° 
that  was  included  in  the  ordinary  rate.  How  much  of 

it  was  the  sanitary  rate,  say  in  1878,  when  the  rate 
was  2s.  id.  ? — The  sanitary  rate  would  be  3 d.  in  the 
pound. 

25.  On  what  district  was  that  struck! — On  the 
whole  electoral  division.  The  guardians  made  the 
whole  electoral  division  the  contributory  district  for 
the  sanitary  purposes  of  the  town  of  Westport,  instead 
of  placing  it  on  the  houses  of  the  township. 

26.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  sanitary  work  ? — It 
consisted  of  sewerage,  the  town  has  been  most  extensively 
and  completely  sewered  in  the  best  possible  manner, 
and  they  would  have  to  pay  heavy  rates  for  water  were 
it  not  that  the  Marquis  of  Sligo,  of  his  own  free  will 
and  of  his  own  generosity,  supplied  an  excellent  water 
supply  for  all  time,  and  saved  the  ratepayers  the  cost 
of  at  least  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  pounds. 

27.  How  is  the  town  lighted? — The  lighting  of  the 
town  commenced  partially  in  November,  1877,  when 
Mr.  Livingstone,  the  Chairman  of  the  Commissioners, 
athisown  expense  put  up  in  the  town  twenty  lamps,  and 
paid  for  the  lighting  of  them  up  to  last  April,  when 
lie  was  going  to  the  east,  and  he  wrote  a letter  to  the 
Commissioners,  a letter  which  I think  urged  on  them 
the  desirability  and  in  fact  necessity  of  providing  light- 
ing for  the  town,  as  a town  like  Westport  should  uot 
be  without  lighting ; it  was  a reflection  on  its  civil- 
ization, and  a want  very  much  felt.  The  Com- 
missioners declined  to  act  until  Mr.  Livingstone  s re  turn. 
They  took  preliminary  steps  by  application  to  tlie 
Local  Government  Board  to  get  power,  and  on  the 
23rd  July,  a public  meeting  was  beld,  and  tlie  lighting 
powers  adopted,  and  £102  was  contracted  with 
Messrs.  Edmondson  for  forty-four  lamps. 

28.  Have  you  a contract  for  tlie  lighting  for  the 
ensuing  winter? — We  have,  6s.  Sd.  per  thousand 
feet. 

29.  Is  the  gas  supplied  to  the  inhabitants  at  6s.  Sd.  ? 

— The  cost  up  to  the  present  has  been  8s.  id.,  but  iu 
consequence  of  the  lighting  powers  we  adopted,  the 
contractors  reduced  it  to  7s.  Gd.  for  private  lighting. 

30.  Is  the  drainage  of  the  town  good  ? — Yes,  I say 
unhesitatingly  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  have 
brought  the  drainage  of  the  town  into  a condition  not 
surpassed  by  any  town  in  the  empire.  We  have  got 
splendid  sewage  pipes  all  round  the  town,  which  they 
cot  from  Glasgow,  and  the  water  is  the  best  that  could 
be  found  outside  Dublin,  which  we  believe  is  the  best 
in  Ireland.  '■ 

31.  How  many  Comm  issioners  are  there  1 — Eighteen. 
Lord  J ohn  Brown  sometime  ago  retired  from  the  Board 
and  the  Town  Commissioners. 

32.  How  many  municipal  voters  are  there? — 
Altogether  550  persons  qualified  to  vote. 

33.  How  many  are  qualified  to  sit  as  Commissioners 
if  elected  ? — I have  not  made  that  out,  but  there  are 
about  sixty — fully  that. 

34.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  these 
queries  sent  down  to  them  ? — When  they  got  these 
queries  they  met,  and  they  thought  it  right  to  give 
them  the  fullest  possible  publicity,  and  they  ordered 
me  to  get  one  hundred  copies  printed  and  circulated, 
and  I did  so.  And  we  sent  them  round  to  every 
proprietor,  and  every  poor  law  guardian,  and  all  the 
principal  ratepayers.  That  circular  intimated  that 
the  Town  Commissioners  would  consider  this  question, 
on  the  13th  January,  1879.  The  Commissioners  met 
after  six  weeks’  notice  of  the  meeting,  and  their  chair- 
man, Mr.  Livingstone  was  not  there,  but  he  wrote  a 
letter  recommending  an  extension  of  the  boundaries. 

35.  Did  they  come  to  a resolution? — They  did. 
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The  Commissioners  present  were  six  in  number,  and 
the  resolution  passed  was  : — 

“ Referring  to  the  circular  of  the  Municipal  Boundaries 
Commissioners,  of  the  11th  November,  1878,  and  the 
queries,  copies  of  which  have  been  extensively  circulated, 
as  directed  by  the  minutes  of  the  Commissioners,  it  is  now 
unanimously  resolved  that  the  Town  Commissioners  recom- 
mend that  the  boundaries  of  the  town  be  extended,  so  as  to 
be  coterminous  with  the  poor  law  electoral  division  of 
Westport,  with  the  exception  of  the  townland  of  Killeen- 
eoff,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  queries’  sheet  now  adopted.” 

The  date  of  that  resolution,  was  the  13tli  January, 
1879. 

30.  Was  it  passed  unanimously  ? — It  was. 

37.  And  the  chairman,  who  was  not  there,  wrote  a 
letter,  approving  of  it  1 — He  did. 

38.  Did  the  Commissioners  ever  consider  the 
question  of  becoming  the  urban  authority  ? — Fully. 

39.  What  was  their  view  of  it? — They  gave  it  the 
f idlest  possible  consideration,  when  the  Public  Health 
Act  was  passed  in  1S7S,  and  the  Board  of  Guardians 
were  then  the  sanitary  authority,  and  they  had  it  in 
contemplation  to  raise  a loan  for  the  drainage  of  the 
town,  and  they  gave  the  Commissioners  three  weeks’ 
notice.  They  asked  them  to  take  into  consideration 
whether  they  would  become  the  sanitary  authority  or 
not.  The  Commissioners  met  and  came  to  a unanimous 
resolution,  vestiug  in  the  Board  of  Guardians  all 
sanitary  matters,  seeing  they  were  a most  competent 
body,  and  particularly  with  the  present  chairman  at 
then.1  head. 

40.  Lord  John  Brown. — I am  Chairman,  and  the 
Board  of  Guardians  offered  to  assist  the  Commissioners 
if  they  wished  to  become  the  urban  authority. 

Examination  of  Mi-.  Egan  continued. 

41.  Did  the  Commissioners  ever  consider  whether 
they  would  become  the  road  authority? — They  did 
wish  to  become  the  road  authority,  and  they  applied 
for  a provisional  order,  which  came  before  the  Grand 
Jury,  and  was  rejected,  and  Mr.  Monahan,  Queen’s 
Counsel,  argued  the  case  very  fully ; but  when  the 
Town  Commissioners  brought  it  before  the  Grand 
J ury,  the  latter  divided,  and  they  did  not  give  to  the 
Town  Commissioners  the  authority  over  the  roacls  and 
streets,  and  buildings. 

42.  Are  the  Commissioners  awai-e  that  if  they 
became  the  urban  .authority,  they  might,  by  per- 
mission of  the  Local  Government  Board,  become  the 
road  authority,  whether  the  Grand  Jury  liked  it  or 
not  ? — I believe  they  are.  I am  aware  of  it  as  clerk. 
It  was  the  incidence  of  rating,  and  the  inequality  of 
rating  in  the  town  that  weighed  most  heavily  on  the 
people,  because  the  buildings  must  be  always  rated  at 
four  times  the  rating  on  the  land.  The  valuation  of 
land  in  the  town  is  £1,420,  and  that  land  would  pay 
comparatively  nothing.  For  instance,  on  a rate  of  8 d. 
in  the  loan  for  all  purposes,  land  would  he  only  paying 
2d.,  and  that  differs  so  much  from  the  other  rate  under 
the  Poor  Law^  Boai-d,  where  land  and  houses  are 
equally  rated,  it  weighed  very  much,  in  addition  to 
the  confidence  the  Commissioners  expressed  in  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board,  Lord  John  Brown,  and  the 
guardians.  We  said  if  we  took  the  road  authority, 
the  land  would  be  comparatively  free,  and  the 
buildings  of  the  town  would  have  to  pay  the  greater 
portion. 

43  You  are  speaking  on  the  assumption  that  if 
they  became  the  road  authority,  the  rate  would  still 
be  in  the  proportion  of  one-fourth  ? I am. 

44.  That  is  not  clear,  because  if  you  become  the 
road  authority,  the  question  as  to  the  rating  would  he 
settled  at  the  thorn  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 
However  you  declined  to  become  the  urban  authority, 
and  so  it  is  out  of  your  power  to  become  the  road 
authority  ? — Yes.  ' 

45.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  electoral  division? 
—The  whole  area  is  5,533a.  Or.  7p.,  and  the  valuation 
on  the  houses  is,  £5,029  9s.;  half  annual  rents 


£248  14s.  The  valuation  of  land  is  to  rt7o  a 
making  in  all,  £7,950  10s.  ’ ’ “ 6s- 1 

48.  Mr.  Robinson.— Is  there  land  wiihi,,  the  .re- 
sent irmmcipsl  boundary  available  for  bufldinglU 

47.  Is  there  much  laud  ? — There  is. 

48.  Ill  which  direction  i — There  is  scarcely  an 

of  the  town  where  there  is  not  land  available  fe, 
bmldmg.  1 

49.  Is  building  going  on  outside  the  boundary  L_ 
Not  at  present,  but  it  is  very  probable  there  will  be. 

50.  Mr  Cotton.  Supposing  the  electoral  division 

was  brought  m,  how  many  additional  voters  would  it 
add  t— It  would  bring  in  250,  valued  over  £4,  qualified 
to  vote  in  the  election  of  Commissioners,  but  them  are 
other  voters  who  have  the.  power  to  vote  at  the  adon- 
tion  of  lighting  power,  of  £8  value'  1 

51.  How  many  would  be  qualified  to  become  Com 

missioners  ?— Thirteen  qualified  to  sit  in  the  proposed 
extension.  1 


. 52.  Mr.  Robinson.— Adopting  the  electoral  division 
gives  you  an  increased  valuation  of  £1,853,  and  an 
increased  area  of  3,354  acres. 

53.  Mr.  Cotton.— How  far  does  the  present  bound- 
ary extend  from  the  centre  of  the  town?— It  is  not 
exactly  uniform.  I call  the  market-house  the  centre 
of  the  town,  and  roughly,  it  is  scarcely  a mile. 

54.  It  is  about  a mile  in  every  direction  ? No  sir 

it  is  not  a mile. 

55.  What  is  it  to  the  north  ? — It  is  very  nearly  a 
mile — about  three  quarters. 

6G.  To  the  east?— It  is  more  than  a mile. 

57.  To  the  south? — Seven-eights  of  a mile. 

58.  To  the  west? — It  is  over  a mile. 

59.  What  is  the  distance  of  the  most  remote  part 
of  the  electoral  division  from  the  centre  of  the  town, 
in  English  statute  miles? — Two  and  a half  miles  to 
the  east. 

60.  How  much  to  the  south-west  ? — Two  and  three- 
quarters. 

Gl.  That  is  the  furthest  distance? — It  is. 

62.  What  are  the  items  of  your  income  and  expendi- 
ture ? — The  income  consists  of  town  rates,  dog  tax  and 
fines  at  petty  sessions. 

63.  You  have  no  land? — No  property  of  any  kind, 
but  what  we  get  from  the  rates  and  fines,  and  our 
items  of  expenditure  are  for  tire  cleansing  of  the  town. 

64.  Mr.  Robinson. — Do  the  people  carrying  on 
business  in  the  town  mostly  live  in  the  town  or  have 
they  residences  outside? — Some  few  have  residences 
outside,  but  the  great  majority  of  them  live  in  town. 

65.  Do  they  live  outside  from  any  desire  to  avoid 
taxation  ? — By  no  means  to  avoid  taxation. 

66.  Mr.  Alfred  B.  Kelly  (on  the  part  of  those 
opposing  the  extension).  — There  was  a resolution 
passed  exempting  the  townland  of  Killeencoff? — Tes. 
That  is  the  most  southerly  townland.  It  is  separated 
from  the  other  parts  of  the  electoral  division  by  a good 
sized  river,  and  the  opinion  is  that  it  should  never 
have  formed  part  of  the  electoral  division  at  all. 

67.  What  reasons  were  given  why  the  township 
should  be  extended  to  be  coterminous  with  the  electoral 
division  ? — The  reasons  stated  in  the  query  sheet. 

68.  What  are  the  reasons  ? — There  was  a long  dis- 
cussion on  the  matter,  and  some  wanted  different 
boundaries. 

69.  Mr.  Cotton. — The  reason  given  in  reply  to  the 
queries  is,  the  population  of  the  entire  electoral  divi- 
sion of  Westport  is  benefited  by  the  accommodation  that 
the  town  affords  them  for  fares,  markets,  &c.,  and 
consequently  they  should  contribute  to  the  towns  im- 
provement rates. 

70.  Mr.  Kelly. — But  that  doesn’t  give  any  reason 
for  exempting  Killeencoff? — The  vice-chairman  of 
the  Commissioners  who  presided  on  that  occasion,  said 
there  was  a natural  separation  of  Killeencoff  from 
the  other  portions  of  the  electoral  division  by  a large 
river.  Moreover,  that  as  the  townland  is  very  poor 
and  so  far  away,  it  would  not  be  light  to  include  it. 
By  resolution  passed  on  Friday  last,  the  29th,  tlisy 
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resolved  to  include  the  whole  electoral  division.  On 
that  dav  I laid  before  them  your  communication,  and 
there  were  nine  Commissioners  present.  I read  the 
letter  from  the  Municipal  Boundaries  Commissioners, 
statin"  they  would  attend  at  the  Town  Hall,  Westport, 
at  eleven  o’clock,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  evidence 
as  to  the  existing  boundaries,  and  then  it  was  pro- 
posed and  resolved  unanimously  “ That  Mr.  Thomas  J. 
Gibbon  be  employed,  at  a fee  of  two  guineas,  to  re- 
present the  Commissioners  and  others  in  favour  of  the 
extension  of  the  township  boundaries,  so  as  to  include 
the  entire  electoral  division  of  W estport.”  Mr.  Gibbon, 
hem"  now  in  Dublin,  cannot  attend, 

70.  Mr.  Kelli/. — Only  six  Commissioners  thought 
it  worth  their  while  to  attend  at  the  former  meeting  l 
Yes ; and  the  Chairman  apologised  for  not  attending. 

71.  Were  the  nine  unanimous  1 — Yes. 

72.  But  at  the  former  meeting,  out  of  eighteen  only 
six  attended  1 — Yes. 

73.  Mr.  Cottox. — Are  your  meetings  open  to  the 
public? — They  are. 

74.  Mr.  Kelly. — Was  it  only  to  the  Commissioners 
you  gave  notice  of  the  meeting  in  January,  1872? — 
I gave  notice  to  all  the  guardians  having  property  in  the 
electoral  division.  I distributed  fifty  copies  of  the 
notice,  and  gave  copies  of  it  here. 

75.  Yon  did  not  give  notice  to  all  the  ratepayers 
interested  in  the  extension? — I looked  through  the 
list,  as  far  as  I could  see,  of  Parliamentary  voters,  and 
I sent  a copy  of  the  notice  to  each  of  them. 

7 G.  But  you  only  sent  these  notices  to  parliamentary 
voters? — Yes. 

77.  Why  didn’t  you  send  them  to  the  electors  en- 
titled to  vote  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act? — 
The  press  was  present  and  reported  the  meeting,  and 
I sent  round  fifty  of  the  notices. 

78.  But  you  did  not  send  them  to  those  who  had 
votes  and  would  be  eligible  to  be  Commissioners  if  the 
area  was  extended  ? — I did  a thing  that  was  not  done 
elsewhere — sending  round  circulars  at  all. 

79.  When  did  the  Commissioners  get  powers  first? 
— Under  the  9 Geo.  IV.,  they  had  powers  in  1853. 

80.  When  did  they  apply  for  an  extension  of 
powers  1 — The  Towns  Improvement  Act  was  passed 
in  1854,  and  when  it  was  about  a year  and  a half 
passed  they  applied  for  powers  under  that  Act. 

81.  What  powers? — They  applied  for  all  the  powers 
of  the  Act,  except  as  to  light  and  water. 

S2.  They  didn’t  think  the  lighting  of  any  con- 
sequence ?— They  did,  and  they  applied  for  it  sub- 
sequently. 

83.  But  the  first  time  they  didn’t  think  the  lighting 
at  all  necessary  ? — Oh,  I am  not  competent  to  interpret 
what  they  meant  or  what  they  thought. 

84.  What  was  the  population  then? — It  was  the 
same  as  now. 

85.  And  there  was  no  appplication  for  light? — 
There  was  an  application  for  light  in  1857. 

86.  Was  that  thrown,  out  and  refused  ? — It  was  not 
adopted  by  the  ratepayers. 

87.  Was  it  opposed  and  thrown  out  unanimously, 
both  by  the  ratepayers  of  the  town,  and  every  member 
of  the  district  ? — I speak  from  records.  When  you 
ask  me  was  it  rejected  unanimously,  I say  decidedly 
not. 

88.  Who  was  in  favour  of  it? — There  was  no  poll 
taken. 

89.  Therefore,  without  a poll,  it  was  refused? — It 
was  refused. 

90.  How  soon  after  that  did  you  again  apply  for 
these  powers? — I think,  in  1874  or  1875. 

91.  What  became  of  the  application  then  ? — The 
application  was  not  adopted.  There  was  no  poll  taken 
then  either. 

92.  What  state  of  facts  exists  .now  that  did  not 
exist  then,  that  would  give  more  benefit  to  the  people 
if  the  area  be  now  extended  ? — The  state  of  facts  re- 
mains pretty  much  the  same,  except  that  we  have  got 
the  railway  into  the  town. 

93.  Had  you  not  the  railway  in  1874? — Yes;  the 


reasons  are  stated  by  a far  more  competent  authority 
— the  Chairman  of  the  Commissioners. 

94.  The  state  of  facts  exists  now  very  much  the 
same  as  on  the  two  occasions  when  lighting  was  re- 
jected?— Yes ; the  Commissioners  ordered  me  to  write 
to  every  town  in  Ireland  of  the  population  of  West- 
port,  or  of  half  its  size,  and  I did  write  to  every  town 
where  there  were  Commissioners,  and  towns  where 
there  were  not  Commissioners,  and  I found  no  town  in 
Ireland,  with  a third  of  the  population,  without 
light. 

95.  And  you  did  that  on  the  two  occasions  when 
they  rejected  the  proposal  ? — I did,  and  on  the  last 
occasion  it  was  rejected. 

96.  At  all  events,  it  was  rejected  twice  by  the  Com- 
missioners, and  by  the  ratepayers,  and  by  everybody 
who  had  a voice  in  the  matter? — No  poll  was  taken, 
because  crowds  came  in  who  had  no  votes  at  all  and 
overawed  the  meeting,  and  those  who  had  votes  did 
not  vote  at  all. 

97.  Then  the  voice  of  the  people  was  wliat  governed 
the  question  and  sounded  the  death-knell  of  the  appli- 
cation?— The  voice  of  the  people,  those  living  outside 
the  boundary,  and  those  who  had  no  votes.  There 
was  no  poll  taken. 

98.  The  people  outside  the  boundary — how  far  did 
they  come  ?-— I know  individuals  myself  who  are  not 
in  the  township  at  all,  and  they  came  in  here  clamour- 
ing and  raising  their  voices. 

99.  Did  they  even  live  near  the  town? — They  lived 
outside  the  boundary. 

100.  Was  it  within  the  electoral  division  of  West- 
port? — Yes;  and  some  of  them  came  from  other 
electoral  divisions. 

101.  What  was  proposed  in  January  was  to  light 
as  far  as  Westportmeknock-road? — That  is  four  miles. 

102.  Was  it  five  miles? — Some  proposed  to  go  as 
far  as  that. 

103.  Did  any  of  your  number  propose  to  take  in 
Clare  Island? — No. 

104.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Commissioners 
when  lighting  was  adopted,  can  you  give  us  any  idea 
of  what  changed  the  spirit  of  the  dream  of  the  Com- 
missioners?—I have  stated  this  emphatically  and 
distinctly,  that  when  the  Commissioners  at  then-  meet- 
ing proposed  an  extension  of  the  boundary  to  the 
electoral  division,  there  was  no  talk  whatever  of  the. 
lighting  of  the  town. 

105.  There  was  nothing  then  talked  of  it? — No; 
nor  for  two  months  afterwards. 

106.  Why  was  it  that  they  wanted  to  extend  the 
township  ?— I speak  from  records.  The  population  of 
the  entire  electoral  division  are  benefitted  by  the  town 
in  the  accommodation  it  affords  them  for  fail's,  markets, 
<fcc.,  consequently,  they  should  contribute  to  the  town 
rate. 

107.  That  is  the  only  ground  you  have  on  record  ? 
—Yes ; because  there  was  no  room  in  the  paper  to 
write  any  more.  If  1 wrote  down  all  the  grounds  it 
would  take  much  more. 

108.  With  regard  to  the  accommodation  for  fairs, 
markets,  &c.,  what  distance  do  the  people  come? — I 
dare  say  they  come  from  Mullingar,  and  Liverpool, 
and  all  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

109.  Tell  me  how  far  the  fail's  and  markets  are 
availed  of  by  the  people  in  the  rural  districts  ? — They 
are  availed  of  by  all  the  surrounding  parishes,  and  I 
t.bi-nlr  on  the  fair  day  in  Westport  we  have  all  the 
farmers  of  the  seven  parishes  round  about. 

110.  How  Tunny  miles  would  that  be? — It  is  an 
extremely  wide  area. 

111.  They  come  from  all  parts? — Yes. 

112.  How  far  is  Louisburg  from  Westport?— Ten 
miles,  Irish. 

113.  How  far  is  it  from  Louisburg  to  the  Naileries  ! 

—It  is  worse  than  forty  miles,  for  it  is  a very  had 
road.  From  here  to  the  Killeries  is  about  twenty 
miles.  , 

114.  Do  the  inhabitants  of  that  district  avail  them- 
selves of  the  town  of  Westport  as  much  as  those 
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actually  living  in  the  town? — They  do,  and  from 
Clare  Island  also. 

115.  Mr.  Cotton. — In  fact,  the  advantages  of  the 
town,  so  far  as  faii--greens  are  concerned,  is  not  con- 
fined to  people  of  three  or  four  miles  away,  but  ex- 
tends to  a very  much  wider  area  ? — As  regards  fairs  it 
is  a very  wide  area ; hut  if  you  ask  as  to  markets  I 
can  define  it. 

116.  Mr.  Kelly. — You  think,  so  far  as  fairs  go,  this 
extension  would  he  unfair  and  unreasonable  ? — I don’t 
say  that. 

117.  Don’t  you  think  it  would  he  unfair  as  regards 
faii-s  to  extend  the  district  to  the  extent  of  the  present 
application  ? — I don’t  think  it  would  be  fail-  to  extend 
the  boundary  beyond  the  electoral  division  of  West- 
port. 

118.  Do  you  say  it  would  he  fair  or  reasonable, 
considering  the  advantages  derivable  from  the  fairs,  to 
extend  the  present  boundaries  to  the  extent  proposed  ? 
— If  you  take  it  on  the  ground  of  the  advantages 
derived  from  the  fairs,  you  might  extend  the  area  over 
the  whole  parish.  There  are  six  fairs  in  Westport  in 
the  year,  and  these  are  attended  by  people  from  all 
parts  of  Mayo  and  outside  Mayo. 

119.  You  have  a weekly  market,  every  Thursday, 
and  you  see  a good  many  people  in  the  town? — Yes, 
I am  looking  at  them  for  thirty-five  years. 

120.  You  say  they  come  a very  long  distance? — Yes. 

121.  What  distance  do  they  come  for  the  markets? 
— You  may  fairly  estimate  that  for  market  purposes, 
the  people  attend  from  six  or  seven  miles  all  round. 

122.  Do  they  come  from  Newport? — They  do. 

123.  And  Castlebar? — Yes. 

124.  And  Louisburg  and  Partly? — Yes. 

125.  And  are  not  the  advantages  of  the  market  as 
great  to  those  people  as  to  those  within  half-a-mile  of 
the  town? — Those  people  living  within  the  electoral 
division  come  in  larger  proportion  than  those  living 
outside  it. 

1 2G.  I am  speaking  of  people  coming  here  to  transact 
1 msiness.  D on’t  people  from  N ewport,  Louisburg,  and 
Partly  derive  as  much  benefit  as  people  here  ? — Yes, 
and  Clew  Bay  too. 

127.  So  that  the  people  you  want  to  tax  derive  just 
the  same  benefit  as  those  living  outside,  and  in  the 
outlying  districts? — They  do,  because  the  town  is 
nearer  to  them.  You  must  dimmish  the  extent  of  the 
accommodation  by  the  distance  which  they  live  from 
the  town — the  nearer  the  town  the  greater  the  accom- 
modation. 

128.  Mr.  Robinson. — Is  land  within  the  electoral 
division  more  valuable  because  of  its  proximity  to  the 
town  ? — I should  imagine  it  is. 

129.  Mr.  Kelly. — What  is  the  acreable  valuation 
of  the  division  of  Killeencock? — 223  acres,  and  the 
valuation  on  land  is  £47  10s.,  and  on  houses  £14  6s. 

130.  Take  Derrygorman? — Yes.itcontains  324acres, 
and  the  valuation  is  £102. 

131.  Take  Gortaroe  1— It  is  one  of  the  townlands 
included ; it  contains  1 1 4a.  3r.  20  p. , and  the  valuation 
is  £57  10s. 

132.  That  is  nearly  10s.  an  acre? — Yes. 

133.  And  in  the  other  case  it  is  not  a half-a-crown. 
Take  Driminduff  with  an  area  of  323a.  1r.  Ip.  what 
is  the  valuation  of  it? — £146  18s. 

134.  What  is  Ardgowan  valued  at?-— It  is  not  in 
the  electoral  division  of  Westport  at  all. 

135.  I know  that? — It  is  in  Ardgowan  north. 

136.  Isn’t  it  rated  at  a greater  valuation  than 
Derrygorman  ? — It  is  in  the  electoral  division  of 
Ardgowan  north,  and  I have  not  got  the  valuation 
of  it. 

137.  Who  is  the  owner  of  Ardgowan? — The  Marquis 

of  Sligo.  ^ 

138.  Are  not  the  lands  of  Ardgowan  of  higher 
valuation  than  those  of  Derrygorman  ? — I don’t  know 
the  valuation  of  the  townland  of  Ardgowan,  because  I 
thought  I was  only  to  bring  the  rate  book  of  the 
electoral  division  here. 


139.  I'll  take  your  opinion  of  it;  yo„  know  u,l, 

these  places  ? — I do.  001,1 

140.  Do  you  say  that  Derrygomum  teats 
crossed  valuation  from  its  proximity  1— I think 
go™..  m<l  Derrygorman  are  nearly  equally  distant 

141.  Take  Tomruurey-aud  Isn't  the  valuations 

the  land  of  Ar  dgowan  greater  than  Tonranney  A? 
" *he  )— The  land  of  Mount  Brom 

and  all  the  townlands  out  towavds  Ivnockbuck  ore  vJ, 
valuable.  ‘ • 


142.  As  you  have  no  valuation  of  these  places  d0 
you  say  that  Tonranney  bears  an  increased  value  from 
its  proximity  to  the  town?— I consider  that  townlands 
near  the  town,  and  within  a mile  or  two  miles  of  tli 
town,  are  from  their  proximity  to  the  town  mon- 
valuable  for  that  very  reason,  because  of  the  ready 
market  they  have  at  Westport. 

143.  Your  statement  is  that  what  is  a mile  from 
the  town  is  more  valuable  than  two  miles,  and  three 
miles  is  less  value  than  two  miles  ?— The  further  you 
go  from  the  town  the  worse,  and  the  nearer  town  the 
better  for  the  markets. 

144.  Does  the  town,  derive  greater  benefits  ami 
emoluments  from  the  markets  than  the  country 
districts  ? — The  town  has  no  tolls  ; they  are  payable 
to  the  proprietor. 

1 45 . Mr.  Cotton.— The  town  derives  no  advantage ! 

— No.  b‘ 

146.  Mr.  Kelly. — But  the  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
the  traders  and  merchants  of  the  town,  derive  more 
benefit  from  the  markets  than  the  country  districts 
two  miles  away  ? — They  derive  benefit  in  this  way— 
they  are  the  sellers,  and  the  others  are  the  buyers. 

147.  They  have  greater  benefits  than  the  country 
people  ? — They  have  the  benefit  there  is  between  buyer 
and  seller.  The  people  from  the  country  sell  their 
wares  in  the  town,  and  buy  the  town  wares. 

1 4S.  The  publicans  of  the  town  are  generally  sellers ; 
they  are  not  buyers  ? — They  buy  food  in  the  markets, 
such  as  butter  and  eggs. 

1 49.  That  is  small  compared  with  what  they  sell  ? 
— I think  so,  I am  sorry  to  say. 

150.  There  was  a meeting  here  for  the  lighting  of 
the  town  ? — There  was  recently. 

151.  Was  that  attended  by  all  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners ? — They  did  not  all  attend.  It  was  the  tune 
of  the  assizes,  and  as  many  as  could  come  did. 

152.  And  had  they  a meeting  to  have  the  town 
lighted  ? — They  had. 

153.  And  didn’t  yon  propose  to  make  the  people 
living  two  miles  out  pay  for  the  lighting? — If  the 
boundaries  are  extended  the  people  living  within  it 
must  pay  their  proportion  of  it. 

154.  They  would  be  called  upon  to  pay  then- pro- 
portion of  the  light? — Certainly,  for  lighting  and 
cleansing — that  means  the  scavenging  of  the  town. 

155.  The  sewers  have  been  made  by  the  Guardians? 
— Yes,  and  most  generously  made. 

156.  And  it  was  paid  for  by  the  district  you  wish 
to  saddle  with  the  other  expenses  ? — Yes  ; the  Board 
of  Guardians  justly  merit  and  have  received  the  grati- 
tude of  the  town  for  the  way  they  carried  out  that 
work. 

157.  Some  of  the  sewers  were  made  by  the  Grand 
J ury  ? — Some  of  them,  but  they  found  they  could  not 
make  any  more  of  them,  and  the  Guardians  took  it  up. 

158.  Then  the  people  of  the  electoral  division  of 
Westport  didn’t  make  any  objection  to  pay  for  the 
sewerage  of  the  town  ? — No,  the  Guardians  very  fairly 
considered  it  on  full  notice — for  we  admit  they  acted 
very  fairly  in  the  matter — and  the  people  did  not  object. 
Public  notice  was  given  to  the  people  of  the  district, 
and  they  were  perfectly  aware  of  what  was  about  to 
he  done ; for  all  the  acts  of  the  Guardians  are  very 
public. 

159.  And  they  did  not  object  ? — No. 

160.  On  the  contrary  they  allowed  the  se werage  to 
be  carried  out  ? — It  was  altogether  carried  out  without 
discussion  and  division.  Some  Guardians  were  w 
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favour  of  restricting  the  contributions  to  the  townlands 
of  the  town. 

101.  But  the  sewage  was  carried  out  m the  way 
vou  have  mentioned,  and  the  rates  paid  by  the  people 
of  the  electoral  division! — Yes. 

1G2.  I don’t  object  to  that,  but  I do  object  to  the 
li<dit  that  we  will  never  see  1 — Will  you  not  be  coming 
to  the  town '? 

163.  At  that  meeting  the  Commissioners  were  re- 
presented ? — They  were  professionally  represented. 

164.  Mr.  Burke,  solicitor,  and  Mr.  Thomas  J. 
Gibbons,  were  there  1 — Yes. 

165.  They  were  the  mouthpiece  of  the  Commis- 
sioners and  the  people  ! — One  of  the  most  eloquent 
mouthpieces  was  Mr.  William  Livingstone. 

166.  Didn’t  professional  gentlemen  here  represent 
the  Commissioners  and  the  people  in  endeavouring  to 
.ret  light  for  the  town! — Yes. 

° 167.  And,  I assume  put  forward  the  views  and 
wishes  of  the  people! — Yes. 

168.  And  there  were  one  or  two  opponents  at  that 
tirae! — The  opposition  was  exceedingly  insignificant. 

169.  Was  that  insignificant  opposition  withdrawn 
owing  to  the  representations  made  by  these  professional 
"entlemen,  and  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners 1 — If  you  tell  me  the  incidents  I will  tell 
you. 

170.  Was  it  not  through  the  representations  made 
by  them  that  the  opposition  was  withdrawn  1 — They 
stated  the  expense  on  land  and  the  expense  on 
building. 

171.  Was  it  through  the  representations  made  by 
these  gentlemen,  as  to  the  benefits  tbe  township  would 
derive,  and  the  small  sum  they  would  have  to  pay  for 
it,  tliat  it  was  agreed  to  light  the  town  1 — The  majority 
in  favour  of  lighting  was  so  overwhelming  that  there 
was  no  use  in  refusing  it. 

172.  But  was  not  the  opposition  withdrawn? — A 
few  in  the  rural  portion  of  the  town  came  in  and  made 
a noise,  but  they  made  no  case,  and  the  Chairman 
asked  what  their  cause  of  complaint  was,  and  they  said 
increased  taxation,  and  he  explained  to  them  what  the 
taxation  would  be,  and  they  said  “ all  right.” 

173.  Did  he  explain  the  area  to  be  taxed! — There 
was  no  talk  of  area. 

174.  Didn’t  he  say  there  was  so  much  per  thousand 
cubic  feet! — Yes. 

175.  Did  he  say  a word  about  the  extension  of  the 
boundary  1 — No,  but  it  was  stated  that  if  the  Municipal 
Boundaries  Commissioners  increased  the  boundary  it 
would  diminish  the  taxation. 

176.  Was  the  opposition  given  to  the  lighting  by 
some  of  the  people  in  the  town  1 — What  I would  call 
opposition  is  proposing  amendments. 

177.  Was  it  by  the  people  of  the  town  the  opposition 
was  given  1 — There  came  some  six  or  eight  people  from 
the  town,  but  the  question  is  whether  they  were 
voters. 

178.  It  was  in  consequence  of  a statement  made  by 
the  professional  gentlemen  that  the  opposition  was 
withdrawn! — The  opposition  in  no  case  would  have 
had  any  effect,  because  it  was  so  slight. 

179.  Mr.  Kelly.— We  don’t  object  to  the  lighting, 
but  there  was  an  undertaking  given  that  the  people  of 
Westport  were  to  pay  for  all  this,  and  in  contravention 
to  that  this  application  for  extension  was  made  and 
having  got  one  end  of  the  wedge  in  they  want  to  have 
it  further  inserted.  One  of  my  grounds  for  opposing 
this  extension;  is  that  we  have  no  benefits  and  that  we 
should  not  be  taxed.  This  is  a matter  got  up  by  the 
Commissioners  themselves,  the  most  of  them  being 
occupiers  of  houses  in  the  town,  and  if  they  can  get  the 
tax  extended  over  the  electoral  division,  it  eases  their 
own  pockets  and  relieves  them  from  certain  charges. 
All  their  action  is  in  bad  faith  and  contrary  to  express 
undertakings  and  statements  made  a year  previously. 
(To  witness) — Did  the  people  of  Westport  who  are  now 
to  be  benefited  by  this  extension  undertake  to  pay 
for  the  light? — Yes,  lighting  powers  were  applied  for 
by  the  inhabitants  within  the  present  boundary,  and 


SCI 

the  inhabitants  within  the  present  boundary  adopted  Wesitokt. 
the  lighting  powers,  and  of  course  those  outside  had  no  &/>;.  o,  is7» 
voice  in  it.  ^ - — 

ISO.  And  did  they  undertake  to  pay  for  it  ! — They 
did.  ' ° 

181.  If  the  boundaries  are  extended  those  outside 
will  have  to  pay  for  it  ? — If  the  boundary  is  extended 
8r7.  will  not  be  required,  a Id.  rate  will  do  and  this 
extension  will  increase  the  rates  by  about  £30  a year 
or  something  like  that. 

182.  At  what  time  do  the  fairs  and  markets  be  over  ? 

— Shortly  speaking  they  close  when  the  public  bouses 
close  at  nine  o’clock. 

183.  Wlmt  time  do  the  fairs  commence? — About 
eight  or  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  finish  about 
two  o’clock.  The  cattle  go  away  about  two  or  three 
o’clock,  but  the  people  don’t. 

184.  The  benefit  that  is  derived  then  from  the 
markets  and  fairs  after  two  o’clock  is  confined  to  the 
publicans  ? — By  four  or  five  o’clock  the  cattle  are  all 
gone  off 

185.  And  the  people  having  transacted  their 
business  generally  begin  to  go  home  then  ? — They 
remain  in  the  town  as  long  as  the  houses  keep  open. 

1 86.  Would  not  some  of  these  people  remain  until 
one  o’clock  in  the  morning  if  they  were  allowed  ? — I 
think  so. 

187.  Therefore  the  benefit  of  tbe  lighting  would  be 
to  drunken  class  of  people  who  are  rather  too  fond  of 
drink! — -Yes. 

188.  Do  well-inclined  people  go  home  in  the  day- 
light!— Well-inclined  people  of  the  best  class  are  to 
be  seen  in  Westport  at  nine  o’clock  at  night. 

189.  Do  you  know  that  Lord  John  Brown  opposes 
this? — Yes. 

190.  Won’t  it  necessitate  serving  him  to  pay  rates 
that  he  will  not  otherwise  have  to  pay  ? — His  lord- 
ship's assessment  will  remain  as  it  is  if  extension  is 
granted,  ancl  it  will  remain  as  it  is  if  it  is  not  granted. 

191.  Therefore  he  is  opposing  as  a benefactor  of  tbe 
people! — His  opposition  is  perfectly  disinterested. 

Both  at  public  meetings  and  through  private  individuals 
and  others,  there  is  but  one  general  expression  in  the 
town  amongst  all  classes,  that  they  would  make  any 
sacrifice  or  do  anything  rather  than  clash  in  any  way 
with  Lord  John  Brown. 

192.  And  is  not  the  same  opinion  held  by  the 
people  in  the  part  you  wish  to  bring  in  ? — I know  the 
respect  for  him  is  most  universal. 

193.  Mr.  "Robinson. — When  the  Commissioners 
suggested  this  extension  were  there  any  improvements 
they  had  in  contemplation! — No,  sir. 

194.  The  question  of  lighting  was  not  then  mooted  ? 

— The  question  of  lighting  was  by  no  means  in  con- 
junction with  the  extension  of  the  boundaries.  They 
did  not  think  of  the  extension  until  your  queries 
arrived,  and  they  then  said  it  would  be  very  good  to 
get  an  extension  of  area. 

195.  Are  there  any  improvements  they  would  carry 
out  if  they  had  extension  ?— Light  is  very  good,  and 
they  would  employ  additional  scavengers  and  have 
the  town  properly  cleansed. 

196.  Has  there  been  no  complaint  made  by  them- 
selves as  to  the  cleansing  of  the  town! — Yes,  there 
have  been  complaints. 

197.  When!— They  are  of  weekly  occurrence. 

People  say  the  town  is  not  sufficiently  cleansed. 

1 98.  Extension  will  not  help  that !— ' They  will  have 
more  funds. 

199.  Would  not  the  scavengers  you  have  do  well 
enough  if  they  minded  their  business! — We  have  on 
the  average  above  three  men,  but  the  town  is  too 
large  for  them ; they  have  to  go  down  to  the  quay. 

200.  And  you  have  too  large  an  area  to  manage 
it? — No ; if  we  took  in  the  boundary  along  the  shore 
it  will  not  increase  the  scavenging. 

201.  Do  the  lines  on  the  map  represent  the  electoral 
division  and  the  municipal  boundary! — The  green 
line  is  the  municipal  boundary,  and  the  blue  line  is 
the  electoral  division  boundary. 

3 A 
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202.  You  are  Chairman  of  the  Commissioners  ? — 
p.  Yes.  Before  answering  any  questions  T wish  to  state 

publicly  on  behalf  of  the  Commissioners  that  we  have 
in  no  way  applied  for  this  inquiry.  There  is  an 
idea  abroad  that  it  was  on  the  application  of  the 
Commissioners  that  you  attend  here. 

203.  Mr.  Cotton.—1 There  was  no  such  application 
whatever.  (7’o  witness). — -How  long  have  you  been 
Chairman  1— Nearly  three  years. 

204.  And  you  have  been  Commissioner  for  a long 
time  before  1 — I was  not  a Commissioner  at  all  before. 
My  father  was. 

203.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  extension  of 
the  boundaries  1 — I am  in  favour  of  extension. 

206.  To  the  extent  of  the  whole  electoral  division  ? 
— Yes. 

207.  Upon  what  ground  1 — On  the  ground  that  I 
think  properly,  and  especially  the  district  along  the 
shore  at  Rossbeg  aud  Streams  town,  which  I may  call 
the  residential  district  of  Westport,  in  which  consider- 
able improvements  have  taken  place.  A number  of 
houses  have  been  built  of  a very  good  class,  inhabited 
by  people  who  use  the  town  very  largely,  and  to  whom 
the  town  is  a benefit ; that  district  I tliink  should 
form  part  of  the  town.  In  fact  it  has  become  a suburb 
of  Westport  to  a large  extent,  and  in  future  years  I 
expect  that  that  distinct  will  be  very  largely  built 
over.  Hardly  any  extension  of  the  town  takes  place 
except  in  that  district.  Personally  I have  property 
in  that  district,  and  I would  suffer  by  taxation,  but 
still  I am  in  favour  of  the  extension.  My  property 
there  is  valued  at  £277,  principally  mills,  and  the 
house  and  some  land. 

208.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  the  rest  of  the 
Commissioners  1—  As  far  as  I can  judge,  I think  they 
are  all  in  favour  of  extension.  I never  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  meeting  them  together,  so  I cannot  say  accu- 
rately. The  majority  are  in  favour  of  extension,  so 
far  as  I know. 

209.  Ihe  Clerk  has  said  that  the  Commissioners 

have  no  wish  whatever  to  become  the  sanitary  autho- 
rity?—None  whatever.  The  Commissioners  are  ex- 
ti  emely  well  pleased  at  the  treatment  the  town  received 
at  the  hands  of  the  Guardians.  They  thought  all  the 
sanitary  work  was  very  well  done,  and  they  thought 
it  was  very  liberal  treatment  of  the  Guardians  to  place 
the  taxation  for  town  sanitary  purposes  on  the  elec- 
toral division,  and  when  the  offer  was  made  to  the 
Commissioners  to  undertake  the  work  they  disclaimed 
any  wish  to  do  so,  very  much  preferring  that  the 
.Board  of  Guardians  should  continue  it,  as  they  had 
every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which 
the  work  was  done  and  the  means  taken  for  the  pay- 
ment of  it.  r J 

M0.  Does  the  same  reason  that  influences  you  in 
taking  in  that  portion  down  by  the  sea  influence  you 
m taking  in  a huge  part  of  the  electoral  division  that 
hes  to  the  south  at  KillensoofFi-Certainly  not.  I 
think  the  other  district  is  first  of  all  ten  times  more 
valuabie  and  m future  years  it  will  be  a great  dad 
11  discussion  to  leave  out 

one  or  two  of  the  portions  that  are  inhabited  hv  very 
Kdlenscoffor  Killencork  was  one  of 
them.  It  was  thought  subsequently  that  if  the  ex 
tension  went  to  the  whole  electoral  division  thm 
10  “°  fteptem.  Of  course  the  incidence  of 
Silurt'rt,'"''*  * '™nld  b“ smiin  44 would 

year  urt  them  much,  possibly  from  Is,  to  is.  6ef.  a 

211  Do  you  think  Dsrvygonnan  derives  such 

advantage  that  it  should  contribute  something  l—I 
consider  that  ail  the  lands  m close  proximity  to  the 
town  derive  certain  benefit.  ‘ 

212  And  that  view  seems  to  be  adopted  inasmuch 

as  all  land  close  to  the  town  is  rented  as  townparh 
and  produces  a very  considerable  rent!— I Sunk 
£33“  “ “<lv“iae“  «>*=  places 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 
Mr.  William  Livingstone  examined. 


113.  To  Mr.  Robiksoh— I was  not  aware  of  (I 
recommendation  about  the  electoral  division  wl,„ 

sidermg  the  question  During  the  thSfiS 
was  under  discussion  I was  absent,  but  I quite’  S' 
the  view  of  my  brother  Commissioners  i,,  r / t 
they  hud  applied  for  an  extension.  Great  shim”" 

put  on  tlie  gas  question  by  Mr.  Kelly  that  it  “I"’ 
to“4 X-  gS  ““  Pe°Ple  Ced  in' 

4 Liz 

lighting  the  town  with  gas,  aud  I think  it  was  a & 
credit  and  a disgrace  to  Westport  to  remain  as  lZ‘ 
as  they  did  without  having  that  beueUt  which  almmt 
every  town  of  every  station  throughout  the  whi 
country  enjoys.  I think  gas  is  essentia!  tor  Ihe  Z 
serration  of  property,  cleanliness,  Ac.  I think  tlfow 
gentlemen  who  live  outside  the  town,  and  who  have 
occasion  to  come  into  town,  and  passing  to  and  from 
the  railway  station,  must  have  felt  the  greatest  incon 
venicnce  from  having  to  drive  through  a dark  town 
The  district  of  Rossbeg  is  one  which  I tliink  deserves 
especially  to  be  included  in  the  extension,  for  I think 
the  small  amount  that  the  highest  valued  of  those  gen- 
t emen  would  have  to  pay,  would  be  a bagatelle  to 
the  advantages  they  would  derive  by  having  the  town 
well  kept  and  well  lighted,  and  altogether  made  a 
satisfactory  place  for  frequent  use.  With  regard  to 
another  statement  of  Mr.  Kelly’s,  which  lie  dwelt 
upon,  the  Commissioners  are  in  a very  unfortunate 
position.  We  have  no  professional  advice;  we  are 
merely  here  to  speak  for  ourselves  upon  the  merits  of 
the  case,  and  having  two  able  professional  gentlemen 
opposed  to  us,  is,  of  course,  a great  disadvantage;  and 
we  hoped  tliat  a professional  gentleman  would  have 
been  here  to  represent  us,  but  he  did  not  attend.  At 
the  same  time,  the  Commissioners  disclaim  having  any 
personal  feeling  in  the  matter.  They  put  it  forward 
purely  on  public  grounds,  and  they  are  glad  to  put 
forward  their  views  before  you,  but  they  have  not  the 
slightest  desire  to  go  in  contravention  to  the  Guardians 
in  any  way. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Malachi  Kelli/. 

215.  You  said  you  consider  gas  essential  fort-lie 
preservation  of  property  and  cleanliness  ? — These  are 
some  of  the  reasons  amongst  many. 

216.  Take  the  preservation  of  property  in  particular, 
your  observation  applied  to  the  preservation  of  pro- 
perty in  the  town  of  Westport? — Certainly. 

217.  And  dosen’t  that  portion  of  your  observations 
in  reference  to  cleanliness  also  apply  to  the  town? — 
Yes,  and  to  those  who  use  the  town ; and  the  same 
about  lighting. 

218.  And  you  consider  it  a hardship  to  gentlemen 

who  come  from  time  to  time  to  the  train,  and  feel 
some  difficulty  in  passing  through  the  dark  town,  and 
not  having  the  benefit  of  light  ? — I don't  consider  it  a 
hardship,  but  I think  it  would  be  a great  convenience 
to  have  light.  ' 

219.  Yonr  observation  is  confined  to  the  resident 
gentry  in  and  about  Rossbeg? — Not  exclusively ; but 
everybody  who  uses  the  town. 

220.  Was  not  portion  of  your  observations  princi- 
pally applicable  to  the  resident  gentry  in  and  about 
Rossbeg? — It  was  so  far  applicable  that  they  would  be 
called  upon  to  pay  more,  and  I would  expect  greater 
intelligence  from  them  in  seeing  the  advantage  of  the 
gas. 

221.  Has  there  ever  been  complaint  made  by  coun- 
try people  within  this  proposed  extension  as  to  the 
want  of  gas  in  the  town? — I never  heard  any  com- 
plaint. 

222.  As  a matter  of  fact,  are  you  not  aware  that 
the  people,  one  and  all,  within  the  proposed  area,  are 
opposed  to  annexation  ? — I am  not  aware  of  that.  I 
am  aware  there  are  a good  many  opposed  to  it,  but  I 
think  it  is  only  natural  that  small  countiy  farmers 
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should  be  opposed  to  it,  because  I think  is  is  very 
much  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  don’t  know  the 
amount  they  would  be  called  upon  to  pay  ; but  if  they 
knew  it  was  only  Is.  or  Is.  6 d.,  they  would  not  object 
to  it- 

223.  Winter  would  be  the  time  when  the  great 
benefit  would  be  specially  conferred  1 — Yes. 

224.  And  during  the  summer  they  don’t  light  in 
other  places  for  five  or  six  months  ?-  -Yes. 

225.  And  that  would  be  the  rule,  I hope,  in  West- 
port? — No. 

226.  Tliat  is  the  rule  in  other  towns? — I have 
heard  it  is  the  rule  in  some  other  places. 

227.  You  consider  the  district  of  Rossbeg  should  be 
principally  annexed? — I think  so,  on  account  of  the 
class  of  inhabitants  there. 

228.  As  a matter  of  fact,  only  that  you  are  aware 
that  the  desire  was  to  include  the  entire  electoral 
division,  would  not  you  have  recommended  to  exclude 
the  rural  portion  at  Kilnascoff  and  the  other  townlands 
named  ? — I don’t  think  I would. 

229.  Would  not  you  exclude  Kilnascoff? — In  the 
first  place,  it  was  considered  right  to  exclude  them,  as 
the  amount  of  taxation  to  be  derived  from  them  was 
hardly  worth  speaking  of. 

230.  Would  that  not  apply  to  the  adjoining  town- 
land  ? — To  a certain  extent  it  would  but  not  to  the 
same  extent. 

231.  You  told  us  there  was  a great  deal  of  improve- 
ment in  and  about  Streamstown,  as  a matter  of 
fact,  have  more  than  two  gentlemen  built  in  that 
district? — I think  only  two  gentlemen  as  yet  have 
built,  but  one  of  these  gentlemen  is  desirous  of 
building  more,  I am  happy  to  hear,  and  the  other,  I 
hear,  also. 

232.  Are  you  not  aware  that  one  of  the  gentlemen 
who  built  most  wishes  he  built  less  ? — I should  be  sorry 
to  think  so. 

233.  And,  as  a matter  of  fact,  are  not  there  a 
number  of  houses  only  tenanted  for  the  summer 
season  ? — Yes. 

234.  And  are  not  there  a great  number  of  gentlemen 
in  other  parts  of  the  county  owners  of  houses  there? — 
Not  many. 

235.  Are  not  there  some  ? — At  the  moment  I cannot 

236.  Will  you  swear  there  are  not  twelve  ? — I have 
not  the  slightest  idea. 

237.  Are  there  not  a greater  number  of  untenanted 
than  tenanted  houses  during  the  winter  season  ? — No, 
I think  not. 

238.  Will  you  swear  there  are  not  an  equal 
number? — Your  observation  applies  to  any  bathing 
place,  and  the  district  yon  refer-  to  is  occupied  by 
summer  residences. 

239.  Principally  by  summer  residences? — No;  a 
good  many  summer  residences. 

240.  I think  you  told  us  you  had  property  there 
valued  at  £267  ?— Yes. 

241.  I am  happy  to  say  there  is  not  a more 
respected  or  more  extensive  merchant  than  the  gen- 
tleman I have  the  honour  of  questioning.  Would 
you  give  us  the  valuation  of  the  property  you  are 
interested  in  in  the  town? — That  our  firm  have 
directly  ? 

242..  Yes.  I’ll  put  my  question  in  this  way : 
What  is  the  valuation  of  the  property  that  you  and 
your  firm  are  interested  in  the  town  ? — About  £800 
a year. 


• Wllile  tLe  ProPortion  in  the  outlying  district 

is  £267,  against  £800  in  the  town  ?— Yes. 

244.  What  is  the  valuation  of  your  property  in  the 

town  for  which  your  tenants  pay  rates  ?— About  £-’00 
a year. 

245.  That  is  about  £1,000  a year  in  round  numbers? 
— Yes. 


246.  Do  you  recollect  the  town  since  ’56  ? — I do. 

247.  You  have  heard  that  in  ’56  it  availed  itself  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  ’54?—' Yes. 

248.  Did  you  hear  that  the  area  at  that  time  was 
about  the  same  as  it  is  now  ? — I heard  it  to-dav. 

249.  As  a matter  of  fact,  have  the  limits'  of  the 
town  been  extended  since  ’56?— Not  that  I am 
aware  of. 


250.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Commissioners  of 
Yaluation  came  down  to  Westport  some  time  subse- 
quent to  ’56  ? — I was  not  aware. 

251.  You  heax-d  it  to-day? — I did. 

252.  And  did  you  hear  that  the  area  of  the  town- 
ship as  established  in  ’56  was  limited  by  them  ?— Yes. 

253.  And  that  Lord  Sligo,  with  his  usual  desire  to 
benefit  the  town,  considei-ed  the  proper  area  was  that 
made  in  ’56  ? — Well,  that  was  his  view  in  ’56,  but  the 
world’s  ideas  have  enlarged  veiy  much  since  then. 

254.  You  believe  that  land  in  the  proximity  of  the 
town  derives  benefit — doesn’t  your  opinion  extend  to 
all  lands  adjacent  to  the  town  ? — I think  all  lands  the 
nearer  the  town  they  ai-e  benefit  moi-e  or  less  by  it, 
and  I am  borne  out  in  that  opinion  by  finding  it  in 
the  rents. 


255.  Do  you  consider  that  the  lighting  and  cleansing 
increases  the  value  of  the  property  lying  near  it? — I 
think  if  the  town  is  well  kept  it  is  an  attractive  place 
to  come  in  and  live  in  its  neighbourhood. 

256.  Do  you  consider  now  that  the  lighting  and 
cleansing  of  Westport  would  make  Killenscoff  an 
attractive  place  to  come  and  live  at  ? — In  my  wildest 
imagination  I could  not  imagine  that. 

257.  Do  you  consider  the  lighting  of  Westport 
would  induce  people  to  come  and  live  at  Buckwaria  1 
—No. 


258.  And  the  same  applies  to  a good  many  other 
places  ? — Yes. 

259.  The  observation  is  general  ? — Yes,  and  I believe 
especially  to  the  residential  districts. 

260.  And  in  addition  to  your  other  buildings  you 
have  a fai-m  ? — I have  i-eason  to  regret  it. 

261.  As  a matter  of  fact,  taking  the  fairs  of  West- 
port,  they  are  as  early  us  ordinary  fairs,  except  Balia  ? 
— No ; it  is  a late  fair. 

262.  Mi-.  Egan  told  us  that  all  the  cattle  was  out  of 
town  by  three  or  four  o’clock  ? — It  all  depends  on  the 
fail-. 

263.  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people  that  facilities  should  be  afforded  to  remain 
in  the  town  and  drink  to  a late  hour? — I don’t  think 
that  would  be  desirable. 

264.  You  are  aware  that  in  the  district  there  are 
two  hundred  and  fifty  burgesses  qualified  to  vote  in 
the  election  of  Commissioners  in  the  district  proposed 
to  be  brought  in  ? — Yes. 

265.  A nd  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  in  the  town  ? — 
Yes,  I heard  Mr.  Egan  say  so.  I have  no  knowledge 
myself  on  the  subject.  T wish  to  correct  a misappre- 
hension. The  time  the  gas  meeting  was  held  there  was 
no  undertaking  whatever  given  that  the  area  of  taxa- 
tion should  not  be  extended. 


Westpobt. 
Sept.  6,  1878. 
Mr.  William 


Mr.  Eustace  Lynch,  Town  Commissioner,  examined. 


266.  It  was  I that  seconded  Mr.  Livingstone  in  pro- 
posing the  gas.  There  was  no  undertaking  given  at 
all  to  the  meeting.  A few  parties  came  who  were 
really  not  voters  at  all.  One  of  them  said  he  repre- 
presented  his  mother  and  had  no  vote  or  interest  in 
the  matter  at  all.  There  was  no  undertaking  given. 
It  was  put  to  the  vote  whether  there  would  be  a poll 
taken,  and  when  it  was  understood  that  the  beaten 


party  might  have  to  pay  for  the  poll,  they  all  walked 
out  of  the  courthouse. 

267.  You  heard  the  Chairman  express  his-  opinion 
as  to  the  extension,  do  you  coincide  with  him? — 
I am  a very  small  proprietor,  and  I believe  it  would 
benefit  the  town  to  extend  the  district.  Some  of 
the  districts  are  continually  building,  something 
like  Blackrock  an  1 Kingstown. 

3 A 2 


Mr.  EuaUoe 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


3G4  MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


Westtoet. 
Sept.  S.  187». 

Mr.  Patrick 
O'Dowd. 


Mr.  Patrick  O’Dowd  examined. 


268.  Yon  are  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners ? — Y es. 

269.  You  were  chairman  of  the  meeting  at  which 
these  queries  were  considered  1 — Yes. 

270.  And  you  came  to  the  unanimous  conclusion 
to  extend  the  district  to  the  electoral  division  ex- 
cept Killeencoff. 

271.  What  were  your  reasons  for  fixing  the  elec- 
toral division  ? — The  town  is  peculiarly  situated.  They 
have  no  townparks  as  in  other  towns,  very  few  of 
the  shopkeeper's  have  townparks,  and  consequently 
they  have  to  depend  for  the  supply  of  milk  and 
butter  and  vegetables  on  the  surrounding  districts  of 
Attireesh,  Derry gorman,  and  Tonranny.  Women  come 
in  every  morning  with  cans  of  milk  from  these  out- 
lying districts,  to  supply  the  town  people  ; and  it  is 
calculated  that  the  town  has  to  pay  at  least  .£1,500  to 
the  surrounding  districts,  and  it  comes  from  Streams- 
town,  Knockferir,  Carrownalurgan,  and  these  out- 
lying districts ; vegetables  come  from  the  same  dis- 
tricts. For  these  reasons,  I believe  that  land  is 
very  much  increased  in  value,  I would  say  ten 
shillings  an  acre.  Another  reason  is  that  Mr.  Living- 
stone is  one  of  the  largest  merchants  in  Ireland.  He 
has  extensive  mills  at  Bellclare,  and  gives  extensive 
employment  to  people  working  in  these  mills,  and 
labourei-s,  and  five-sixths  of  them  live  in  this  district. 
Mr.  Livingstone  has  thirty  or  forty  carts  employed, 
and  they  come  from  all  parts  of  the  town.  There  are 
carriers  employed  by  him  in  the  outlying  districts,  and 
they  are  all  being  benefited  by  it,  so  it  is  not  in  one 
way  the  district  is  benefited  from  the  proximity  to  the 
town.  I live  in  Rossbeg  myself,  and  that  neighbour- 
hood is  largely  benefited  by  the  proximity  to  the 
town.  People  within  the  present  boundary  go 
outside  and  take  patches  of  ground,  and  pay  four  or 
five  pounds  an  acre  for  it.  I have  to  pay  a very  high 
price  for  land  myself  outside. 

272.  Mr.  Robinson. — They  think  the  advantages  of 
proximity  to  the  town  are  so  great  it  would  not  be 
any  hardship  for  these  people  to  have  to  pay  Is.  4 d. 
taxation? — It  would  be  a mere  bagatelle  compared 
with  the  advantages  they  have. 

273.  Cross  examined  by  Mr.  Kelli/. — Do  you  pay 
rates  yourself  where  you  reside  in  Rossbeg? — I do. 

274.  What  is  your  valuation  ? — £12. 

275.  What  is  your  valuation  in  town? — £100  a 
year. 

276.  You  have  built  a very  fine  house  or  two  in  the 
town? — Yes. 

277.  What  do  you  expect  the  probable  valuation  of 
them  will  be? — About  £100  a year. 

278.  You  carry  on  the  most  of  your  business  in 
Westport? — Yes. 

279.  Would  not  you  derive  benefit  in  the  town  from 

lighting  and  scavenging  ?— If  I was  going  to  the  rail- 
way, or  leaving  town  at  night,  I would  derive  benefit 
by  it. 

280.  And  don’t  you  derive  more  benefit  from  the 

gas  in  the  town,  having  your  business  in  the  town, 
than  you  would  derive  by  passing  through  the  town? 
— No.  I derive  no  benefit  from  it  in  the  town,  so  far 
as  my  business  is  concerned,  for  it  is  over  by  six 
o’clock.  J 

281 . Of  course,  by  the  extension  now  proposed,  you 

would  lessen  the  expense  of  the  town  1— Very  little. 
It  would  be  a difference  of  about  2s.  in  the  year 
to  me.  J 


282.  It  would  be  important  to  you,  at  all  events? 
— It  would  be  about  2s.  in  the  year. 

283.  You  say  people  in  the  town  are  supplied  with 
milk  and  butter  from  these  outlying  districts  ?— Yes 

2S4.  You  think,  that  having  that  benefit  derived 
from  these  townlands,  it  would  be  an  advantage  to 
extend  the  district?— I think,  as  they  derive  m-eat 
benefit  from  the  town,  they  have  alright  to  pay  their 
small  share  of  the  expense  of  it. 

2b5.  Are  you  aware  that  these  townlands  are  within 
the  municipal  boundary  ?— Portions  of  them  are,  and 


portions  are  not.  Portion  of  Attireesh  is  within  v 
Slogger  is  not.  ’ uut 


286.  What  benefit  does  Slnggt 
half  a mile  from  the  b 
^ lfc  as  mucl>  benefit  as  Attireesh  L-Qf 


more  than  half  a mile  from  thiTtown.1*'^  ^ *S  “ot 


is  not  ’ A"d  ^ ^ °Utsicle  tUe  lu'°l)0sed  boundary  L_lt 


No ; the  southern  portion  is  outside. 

290.  With  regard  to  the  fairs  and  markets  of  the 
town,  don  t the  people  living  at  Louisburg  derive  as 
much  benefit  as  we  do  ?— No ; I think  not.  If  a man 
lives  close  to  the  market  lie  lias  the  benefit  of  -oin<- 
into  the  market  over  the  man  who  has  to  ° 
distance.  ° 


291.  Tell  me  any  advantage  from  fairs  or  market* 
that  the  residential  community  gain  ? — I think  it  is  a 
convenience  to  them  to  have  a market  so  near  them. 

292.  What  benefit  is  it  to  Mr.  John  William 
Kelly  ?— If  it  was  not  for  the  closeness  of  the  town  to 
the  railway,  his  place  would  not  be  so  valuable. 

293.  What  has  lie  to  say  to  the  market?— It  was 
convenient  for  him  and  his  tenants  to  be  so  close  to 
the  market.  Mr.  Kelly  is  a large  fanner. 

294.  Doesn’t  he  live  only  half  a year  there?— He 
is  a large  grazier,  and  he  can  bring  in  his  cattle  to 
the  fair  close  to  his  own  house,  and  he  is  free  to 
dispose  of  his  own  property. 

295.  Has  he  ever  disposed  of  his  property  out  of 
Rossbeg  in  Westport? — I believe  so.  I don’t  see 
what  other  place  he  could  go  to. 

296.  What  produce  does  he  dispose  of? — I don't 
know,  hut  if  he  has  any  to  dispose  of  he  certainly  does 
not  go  to  Castlebar  with  it. 

297.  Don’t  all  the  residents  that  come  during  the 
summer  months  spend  money  in  the  town ?— There 
are  a number  of  bathing  places  around  Clew  hay. 
People  come  to  Rossbeg  in  preference,  because  there 
is  a railway  station  here,  ancl  a market. 

298.  Isn’t  Rossmine  a favourite  bathing  place  at 
present  ? — It  is  not. 

299.  Have  there  not  been  more  residents  in  Ross- 
inine  than  in  Rossbeg? — In  Rossbeg,  by  all  means. 
One  house  at  Rossbeg  is  of  more  value  than  all  the 
houses  in  Rossmine  and  Carrapauney  together. 

300.  And  they  set  at  more  rent  ? — They  are  set  at 
very  much  more  rent.  There  is  one  house  let  at  Ross- 
beg higher  than  all  the  houses  at  Rossmine. 

301.  Isn’t  the  description  of  the  house  different? — 
There  is  one  very  good  house  at  Rossmine. 

302.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  the  cottages  at  Rossmine 
are  to  a great  extent  set  higher  than  the  same  class 
of  houses  at  Rossbeg? — No,  that  is  not  the  case.  I 
know  one  that  is  set  at  £15  in  Rossmine,  which  would 
bring  £30  at  Rossbeg. 

303.  Isn’t  that  a new  slated  house  ? — Yes,  therefore 
I say  Rossbeg  is  benefited  by  the  neighbourhood  of 
Westport,  and  the  railway  station. 

304.  Are  the  people  in  Derrygorman  benefited  ?— 
They  are. 

305.  They  are  more  benefited  than  those  living 
outside  the  mearing  ? — Yes,  carters  living  at  a mile  or 
two  outside  the  town  come  in  and  get  employment  m 
the  town.  People  in  Derrygorman  bring  in  their 
produce,  and  people  come  from  the  other  districts  and 
have  a ready  market  for  their  milk  and  so  on. 

306.  You  say  there  is  only  a ditch  between  Derry- 
gorman and  Doon  Castle,  which  is  just  outside  the 
line — take  a person  living  on  the  other  mearing,  what 
benefit  has  the  Derrygorman  man  over  the  Doon 
Castle  man  1 — I never  heard  any  Doon  Castle  man 
come  in  for  milk. 

307.  You  know  the  bridge  of  Attireesh  ? — Yes. 

308.  What  benefit  would  a person  on  the  Attireesh 
side  have  over  any  person  on  the  Slogger  side  ? Tha 
was  not  asked  to  be  included  in  the  new  township, 
because  it  was  beyond  the  electoral  division.  *' e 
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have  other  reasons.  The  demesne  parks  of  the  Marquess 
of  Sligo  are  on  that  side,  and  there  are  no  small 
farmers.  The  Commissioners  considered  it  would  not 
be  fair  to  include  that  district,  because  it  is  demesne 
lands. 

Lord  John  Browne. — In  my  opinion  the  onus  pro 
handum  rests  with  the  Commissioners  who  propose  the 
extension ; they  should  show  some  good  reason  and 
make  out  a good  case.  At  present  taxation  is  ex- 
tremely light.  If  it  was  heavy  they  could  have  said, 
“ here’s  a fail’  matter  to  bring  under  consideration,” 
and  I believe  the  people  of  the  country  around  would 
he  willing  to  consider  it,  but  when  it  is  exti'emely 
small,  the  last  rate  was  2d.,  and  we  may  assume  it  to 
be  id-  generally  without  lighting,  but  that  is  much 
smaller  than  the  tax  in  Castlebar  and  Ballina  and  other 
towns  of  the  same  class ; and,  of  couise,  as  to  the  bene- 
fit of  proximity  to  the  town,  we  know  that  there  is  a 
certain  amoiuit  of  benefit  derived  from  it,  but  I don’t 
believe  it  is  to  any  appreciable  extent.  The  lands  that 
do  derive  benefit  are  generally  already  within  the 
town.  As  to  the  reasons  stated  that  if  they  had 
moi-e  money  they  would  do  more  in  the  cleansing  way, 
there  are  few  towns  in  Ireland,  on  the  whole,  better 
cleansed  than  it  is.  They  have  three  old  men  that 
they  don’t  want  to  discharge,  as  they  have  been  a great 
many  years  in  their  service,  but  if  they  were  young 
men  they  could  do  double  the  work.  The  application 
to  light  the  town  with  gas  would  also  be  taken  into 
consideration,  and  I think  that  matter  should  be  ad- 
journed until  after  this  inquiry,  but  it  would  be  unfair 
to  decide  the  question  of  gas  by  the  votes  of  people 
in  the  town  if  the  people  outside,  who  have  no  voice 
are  to  be  immediately  taxed  for  it.  I don’t  care 
whether  it  is  large  or  small,  it  is  a great  injustice  to 
tax  people  outside  for  the  lighting  that  they  don’t 
derive  any  benefit  from  whatever.  I kept  away  from 
the  meeting,  I was  not  in  favour  of  it  in  a bad  year 
like  this,  and  I don’t  think  it  would  be  a judicious 
season  to  go  on  with  that  expenditure.  If  the  tax  is 
merely  levied  on  the  present  district,  it  is  very  well, 
bat  I think  it  would  be  an  injustice  to  make  other 
people  pay  for  it. 

309.  Mr.  Eustace  Lynch. — Don’t  you  think  that 
Streamstown,  and  even  other  places,  are  greatly  im- 
proved by  being  near  Westport,  and  have  you  ever 
heard  it  said  by  any  gentleman  in  Westport  or  Rossbeg 
that  it  was  a disgrace  not  to  have  light. 

Lord  John  Browne. — I heard  those  who  wish  to  have 
gas  say  it  was  a disgrace  not  to  have  it. 

310.  Mr.  Kelly. — And  what  did  you  hear  those 
who  oppose  it  say  1 

Lord  John  Browne. — That  it  would  be  a great  injus- 
tice, and  very  unfair. 

311.  Mr.  Lynch. — Did  you  hear  any  gentlemen 
travelling  by  the  railway  say  it  was  a disgrace  there 
was  no  gas  up  to  the  railway  station  ? 

Lord  John  Browne. — I never  heal'd  a stranger  say  it. 

312.  Mr.  Lynch. — Do  you  consider  that  the  lauds 
near  Bellclare  are  not  increased  in  value  by  proximity 
to  the  town  and  the  railway  station! 

Lord  John  Brot/me. — Near  the  railway  station,  un- 
doubtedly. 

313.  Mr,  Lynch. — And  by  proximity  to  the  town 
also! 

Lord  John  Browne. — Well  it  may  be  some  slight 
benefit,  but  then  this  district  is  occupied  by  summer 
visitors,  who  come  there,  not  for  the  sake  of  living 
near  the  town  of  Westport,  but  to  get  the  fresh  air  by 
the  seaside,  and  they  are  there  at  a time  when  the  gas 
would  not  be  lighted. 


314.  Mr.  Kelly. — At  the  quay  at  Westport  there  is  Westport 

a very  nice  little  village,  and  the  people  of  Rosslieg  and  Sept,  e,  is;?. 
Streamstown  get  their  provisions  there  without  going  ,,  J~~.  >. 
to  Westport  at  all.  k h 

Lord  John  Browne. — I think  occasionally  there 
would  be  something  they  could  not  get,  but  to  a fail- 
extent  they  could  be  supplied  there. 

315.  Mr.  Lynch. — And  isn’t  the  quay  within  the 
present  boundary  ? 

Lord  John  Browne. — Yes. 

316.  Mr,  Cotton. — Is  it  proposed  to  light  Westport 
quay! 

Mr.  Kelly. — I don’t  think  it  is.  I think  it  is  in- 
tended to  confine  the  lighting  to  the  town. 

Lord  John  Browne. — There  is  no  gas  at  present  on 
the  quay. 

317.  Mr.  Kelly. — Is  not  it  your  opinion  that  the 
benefits  derived  by  the  closeness  of  Rossbeg  to  West- 
port  is  due  to  the  railway  communication? 

Lord  John  Browne. — To  a great  extent  certainly. 

31S.  Mr.  Livingstone. — Do  you  think  that  all  the 
building  extensions  will  probably  take  place  in  what 
are  called  the  residential  districts,  where  it  has  already- 
commenced  ? 

Lord  John  Browne. — There  is  some  extension  of 
building  there,  but  I cannot  say  whether  that  is  in 
connexion  with  Westport.  It  is  totally  separate  and 
independent  of  it,  and  I don’t  think  there  will  be  a 
great  deal  of  building  there.  I don’t  think  the  profits 
tb  ere  have  been  so  great  as  to  induce  the  people  to 
carry  out  more  buildings. 

319.  Mr.  Livingstone. — Isn’t  it  a fact  that  Lord 
Sligo  retains  a large  portion  of  building  ground  there 
for  building  only? 

Lord  John  Browne. — I think  he  has  only  very  little 
indeed.  I know  he  would  be  more  glad  to  see  more 
buildings  put  up  by  you,  Mr.  Kelly. 

320.  Mr.  Patrick  Began,  t.c. — Do  you  consider 
the  land  to  the  north  more  valuable  than  on  the  other 
side  of  the  town  ? 

Lord  John  Browne.—  -Yes ; for  the  sake  of  sea-side 
lodgers. 

321.  And  don’t  you  think  that  people  who  have 
money  to  lay  out  are  more  calculated  to  lay  it  out 
there  on  account  of  its  being  nearer  town  ? — Yes ; be- 
cause it  is  a more  profitable  place  to  build  upon, 
but  they  are  fairly  inclined  to  build  in  the  town  too. 

322.  Isn’t  the  land  there  nearly  double  the  value  of 
what  it  is  on  the  other  side! — Perhaps  so.  A bouse 
there  would  bring  more  money  as  a residence 
than  at  Westport ; but  I am  not  prepared  to  say  that 
of  business  houses. 

323.  Mr.  Cotton. — I understood  you  to  say  tin  t 
the  desirability  of  that  place  was  on  account  of  its 
own  nature,  and  not  its  proximity  to  the  town  1 — Yes. 

324.  And  if  it  was  transferred  away  two  miles  fur- 
ther it  would  be  still  as  valuable!— Yes  ; and  it  is 
affected  very  little  by  the  proximity  to  the  town. 

325.  Mr.  Regan. — Is  land  let  at  the  enormous  rent 
of  £10  an  acre  there  ? — I cannot  answer  that ; but  I 
said  that  a house  there  will  let  for  a great  deal  more. 

More  than  ten  houses  could  be  squeezed  into  an  acn. 

326.  Sir.  Kelly. — Are  you  aware  whether  the  people 
having  lodgings  at  Rossbeg  are  generally  people  from 
Westport? — No;  I think  they  are  generally  people 
from  a distance. 

327.  Mr.  Began. — And  if  it  was  not  for  the  town 
being  so  close  do  you  think  they  would  come  there  at 
all  ? — They  come  down  for  the  sea  air. 
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WXSTrORT. 
Sept.  6, 1879. 


Mr.  John  W.  Kelly,  j.p.,  examined. 

328.  I am  a resident  at  Rossbeg.  J am  very  glad  of  the  town,  ancl  on  the  whole  I sav  that  th  • • 
that  Lord  John  Browne  has  given  a practical  turn  to  of  extension  put  forward  here  are  cert-v!  , 6 Pruiciples 
the  discussion.  He  went  directly  on  the  merits  and  I ever  saw.  It  is  very  unlike  the  nr  ti  crudest 
challenged  the  merits,  and  although  they  are  very  which  is  nearly  equal  all  round  P 686114  "0undai7. 
ably  advocated  by  Mr.  Livingstone,  they  have  failed  334.  Mr.  Robinson.— You  don’t  thii  l- 

to  make  out  any  case  at  all  for  extension.  I quite  derives  any  advantage  from  the  a the  ,town 

go  with  the  Commissioners  about  the  gas.  I think  it  —Yes,  of  course,  the  principal  cnstome,A  ^ *5®** 
is  of  great  importance  to  the  town,  and  they  deserve  there.  I don’t  think  that  could  be  dOTrn 

great  credit  for  it,  considering  all  the  difficulties  they  one.  ® uisaid  by  any 

had  to  contend  with.  But  the  people  who  live  out  in  335.  You  are  opposed  to  this  extension 

the  country  fail  to  see  in  what  respect  gas  is  a benefit  33G.  Mr.  Livingstone. — What  ;s  the  ' 

to  Rossbeg  and  such  places,  for  they  hardly  ever  see  your  house.  I know  that  the  taxation  n,  , on. of 
it.  If  Mr.  Livingstone  guarantees  to  bring  the  gas  ot  n,y  house  is  very  high  5 ‘ "t"-" 

down  there,  I’11  v°te  for  the  extension,  but  I don’t  Upon  the  taxation  proposed  that  would  „ 1S  . ' 
«x,.eot  that.  The  whole  ease  appe.ua  to  be  as  to  the  JtT is.  I would  thiF.k  ri.ata  genUemm  •*“ 

e,l"ity  of  Uie  expense,  and  I would  like  to  call  your  telligence  and  broad  views,  would  consuln/tkV11' 
attention  to  the  map  You  will  see  that  the  boundary  town  well  kept,  and  well  cleaned,  and  lighted  wbt£ 
is  just  what  it  might  be  expected  to  be.  It  extends  you  often  use,  and  at  night,  would  be  worth  J1--)  z.e 
regularly  for  a mile  or  so  all  round  the  town,  and  the  yourself  and  family  1 S' Ior 

proposed  extension  is  perfectly  incongruous.  They  lITtum.-I  assure  you  it  is  not  for  the  amount 
don  t propose  a boundary  equal  all  round  at  all.  They  the  probable  taxation,  but  I object  on  nrtocinS „ 
extend  it  at  some  places,  and  curtail  it  at  others.  The  unnecessary,  and  I tlrint  rve  should  never  h i.  T 
whole  of  theextenmons  are  nearly  in  two  directions,  asked.  The  people  down  there  never  obieS' 
east  and  south-west.  To  the  north  there  rs  no  exten-  as  drainage  and  sanitary  proceedings  went  and  thw 
sion  at  all.  Idont  know  why  this  should  be,  for  bore  the  burdens  of  the  town,  although  they  jUffit  W 
m wll”  l40'18  “ tlie  nortl1  Jhat  should  be  included  declined  to  do  so,  and  it  is  because  they  are  generous 
the  north  hJ? t ,pr°P<f  ® tbat  you  sbould  exteud il  ^ in  this  respect,  that  the  people  of  Westport  tliffik  there 
the  noith,  but  I am  only  showing  the  incongruity  of  is  no  end  to  what  they  will  <nve 
the  extension  proposed.  It  appeals  to  me  to  be  tile  337.  Mr.  CoTros.--'With  your  present  views  T 
“Uld  b?  r**  Aa  do*1’tk“''r  yon  didn't  object  Pto  the  drainU 
‘ oodles. s t Mr-  ^V“8»l?ne  did  not  make  a charge  1_I  didn't  happen  to  be  here  at  the  time 
good  case.  I was  sorry  to  see  him  engaged  in  such  a 338  AT,.  t?«„t *»££  v.,..  m.  , 

bad  case  at  all.  His  argument  went  to  show  that 


.uguuicuu  wcuiik)  snow  mac 
the  people  of  Westport  ought  to  extend  then’  boun- 
dary to  lessen  their  taxation,  but  he  takes  great  car- 
drop  the  places  that  would  not  be  worth  taking  in 
393  MV  j .iv..  , 9 , 


o .?o  ,,  VC  bic  uere  ac  cue  time. 

338.  Mr.  Robinson— You  think  if  the  people 
within  the  electoral  division  have  to  pay  their  share 
of  the  municipal  taxation  it  would  affect  building?— 
I believe  one  way  or  other,  building  will  cease  d°own 
there,  for  it  is  a very  bad  speculation.  I don’t  think 


390  X p,  w 1 nm  “ T m'  there>  for  lfc  18  a very  bad  speculation.  I , 

JiVn1  /T'1-  j agreed  afterwards  to  bring  it  will  affect  it  much  one  way  or  the  other 

r dTS  i " doa  1 e“1“Jo  “/  339.  Mr.  OMW-Isn’lf  it  a fecHLt  notwith- 

• “ *•  • ThfJ  havf  °lV6u  n° reason  for  not  bring-  standing  the  sanitary  expenses  the  poor  rates  are 

Vl-°  P-laC6S’  l)ut  they  think  they  would  not  poorer  than  they  have  been  for  a dozen  years’— I 

^steadof  toking  the  lutional  believe  it  is,  and  it  is  very  satisfactory  7 

s,“  . ,z  ™ 

because  I think  we  derive  no  benefit,  and  I say  that  Mr.  Egan.  -For  thirty-five  years 

, m,ne“  (Mr-  KellyjZln  conclusion,  I submit  that 
Rossbeg  or  Streamstown  avni/thn  ° ^ 18Slden^s.at  t]l®  0ldy  reason  assigned  for  extending  the  town  is  to 
ancl  markets  at  Westport  at  all  1— Ttlunl- « f the.  f111-8  reduce  the  taxation  of  the  town,  and  I deny  that  it  is 
proprietom  have  SST  ^ « S°  ^ - 

roimd  ? — Yes  practicallv  but  -in  t-v,  54106  dls^ance  ad  stands  the  question,  and  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Kelly,  we 
they  rush  o?in^S£^ ^ m the  pr^nt  mstance  close  our  case.  We  have  a number  of  people  whoare 

332.  Supposing  tliey  extended  it  in  « i r ready  and  wdhng  to  give  evidence,  but  I don’t  think  it 

Rossbeg  the  whole  way  round  would  vou  w/r°m  oeroes®ary  ^ detain  the  Commissioners  by  calling  them, 
objection  ? — If  they  ventured  to  dn  it  tbl  i j &ny  ^ ® hav6  heiU'd  tte  evidence  of  Mr.  Alfred  Kelly, 
tainly  have  a good  deal  of  moral  courage  7 ***'  f6Pr®sentjng the  people  in  those  rural  districts  outside 

333.  Do  you  think  you  should  contribute  »nvtV  boundary  wtlch  18  proposed  to  be  included  by  the 

at  all  to  the  town  of  Westport  1— No  Commissioners,  and  I am  free  to  admit  that  if  any 

On  the  contrary,  I think  the  taxation  i noi  advantage  would  accrue  to  the  people  of  these  districts 

they  have  been  talking  of  has  given  ’ JJT T°uld  be  tbe  first,  to  come  forward  and  take 
couragement  to  build  more  housS.  TbTvlre  rivbTj  tl“jr  ’’“f*  “ *h<1  b"rdea!s  ’ iat  1 “l  T°“  “ lhe 
to  mulct  them  in  every  wav  and  tW  if  evidence  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  no 

been  a very  bad  speeulationfand  thev  vAtT™  di™>a7  01  indirectly.  Tbe  only  reason  put 

more  taxation  on  them  without  tb/slivbt  t ’ P t fbrward  was  that  there  was  an  advantage  derived  by 

What  has  Kossbeg  Se  S*  1,ads  ““  *°™'  >»*  «>at  is  no  reason  why 

ted  by  a demesne  and  river,  «?aere  a K Sh°Uld  h*  b”uS*“  “■  for  »“  1“da  ,h** 

village  between  it,  and  we  are  out  at  sen  n >6  adJacent  to  towns  are  enhanced  in  value.  But  because 
want  us  to  pay  the  taxes  for  the  lighting  OT1 'a  &i  -7  are  enlianced  in  value  are  the  people  bound  to 

* Shtms  aod  cl®ansmg  reUeve  the  townspeople  of  some  of  the  taxation  that 
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•we  pay  at  present,  and  before  you  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  town  should  have  the  benefit  of  the 
taxation  of  these  people  outside  you  must  convince 
yourself  that  there  are  special  advantages  conferred  by 
the  town  upon  these  lands  outside,  and,  as  Mr.  Alfred 
Kelly  has  pointed  out,  when  it  was  proposed  to  them 
to  have  gas  in  the  town,  one  of  the  gentlemen  whose 
advocacy  was  secured  on  the  part  of  the  people  of 
Westport  used  the  observation  that  “ If  you  give  us 
gas  we  are  prepared  to  pay  for  it,”  and  then  we  have  a 
meeting  of  the  Commissioners  in  January,  and  out  of 
eighteen  only  six  attended,  and  it  is  alleged,  I believe 
accurately,  that  the  respected  chairman  was  absent, 
taking  an  Omental  tom-,  and  two  of  them  were  not 
acting  at  all,  but  of  the  fifteen  Commissioners  who 
were  at  home  only  six  attended.  The  people  them- 
selves did  not  attend.  They  did  not  appear  to  consider 
it  was  a matter  of  very  great  importance,  and  I don’t 
think  there  is  much  weight  to  be  attached  to  what  the 
Commissioners  decided  upon  there,  for  two  months 
after  they  had  come  to  the  conclusion  to  have  the 
town  extended  they  adopted  these  lighting  powers. 
There  was  au  honourable  understanding  then,  though 
not  a legal  undertaking,  at  the  meeting  on  the  21st 
July,  that  if  the  lighting  powers  were  granted,  and  if 
the  voice  of  the  people  of  Westport  was  to  be 
unanimous,  they  would  pay  for  the  convenience  them- 
selves, but  it  was  never  suggested  that  the  people  of  the 
outlying  districts  were  to  contribute  one  sixpence,  and 
the  opposition  was  withdrawn  on  that  understanding, 
but  two  months  afterwards  the  Commissioners,  having 
secured  the  lighting  powers,  turn  round  and  say, 
“You  must  extend  the  area  and  relieve  us  of  the 
burden  of  taxation,  and  you  must  ask  the  people 
of  Kilnascoff  and  Bellclare  to  contribute  to  the 
comforts  and  advantages  which  the  town  people 
would  derive  from  the  light.  The  proposal 


to  extend  is  based  on  two  grounds— firet,  that 
the  hghting  of  the  town  would  benefit  the  people 
m Bellclare  and  the  outlying  districts ; and  se- 
condly, that  if  an  extension  was  granted,  instead  of 
parading  three  scavengers,  issuing  forth  in  the  morn- 
ing to  cleanse  the  streets,  you  will  have  additional 
scavengers,  so  that  the  whole  reasons  for  which  you  are 
asked  to  extend  the  area  is  that  they  may  have  four 
instead  of  three  scavengers  and  have  the  town  lighted 
and  they  ask  you  to  do  that,  and  to  make  the  outlying 
people  pay  for  no  benefit  whatever.  It  is  not  alleged 
that  the  people  coming  into  market  to  the  town 
would  benefit,  for,  on  the  evidence  of  Mr.  E«an, 
buyers  make  it  a rule  not  to  stay  after  three  or  four 
o’clock  in  the  day,  and  the  people  go  home,  except 
those  who  are  inclined  to  drink.  No  doubt  they  have 
contributed  to  the  sewerage  of  the  town,  and  when 
they  relieved  the  people  to  that  extent  they  thought 
they  would  not  object  to  do  more.  You  have  the 
Commissioners  refusing  to  undertake  the  sanitary  care 
of  the  town,  and  you  have  these  duties  carried  outto  the 
great  satisfaction  of  the  people  of  Westport ; and  as  to 
the  water  supply,  I don’t  think  the  opportunity  should 
be  allowed  to  pass  without  saying  a word  as  to  the  muni- 
ficence with  which  the  House  of  Sligo  have  watched 
over  the  interests  of  the  town.  The  water  supply,  for 
which  his  lordship  contributed  a large  sum,  has  been 
most  successful,  and  there  is  a copious  supply  of  water 
to  every  part  of  the  town.  There  would  be  no  advan- 
tage whatever  to  the  poor  people,  and  if  the  people 
of  Rossbeg  and  Streamstown  are  so  munificent  in 
hospitality  that  they  would  keep  out  their  friends  until 
a late  hour,  they  cannot  expect  the  poor  people  to  pay 
for  giving  them  the  advantage  of  gas  home,  or  to  the 
railway  station  in  town.  I therefore  ask  you,  con- 
fidently, not  to  recommend  any  extension  of  the  town. 


Mr.  Egan  recalled. 

341.  What  is  the  valuation,  and  what  portion  of  port?— The  valuation  of  the  land  is  £31  10a  and  the 
the  demesne  comes  in  the  electoral  division  of  West-  bui]dings  £8,  and  the  area  36a.  1r. 

[The  inquiry  then  terminated.] 


OMAGH— 23rd  JULY,  1879. 

(Before  Mr.  Cotton,  c.e.,  and  Air.  Henry  A.  Robinson.) 
Air.  Samuel  Shelbourn  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Cotton.— Are  you  the  Town  Clerk?— Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  held  that  post?— Since  1873. 

3.  Is  Omagh  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? — 
No  i under  the  9th  of  George  IY.  Since  1845. 

4.  How  many  Town  Commissioners  are  there? — 
Iwenty-one. 

5.  Can  you  give  me  the  area  ?— It  is  in  or  about  500 
acres. 

Do  you  know  anything  about  the  description  of 
the  boundary  ? — The  only  map  for  it  is  the  Government 
map. 

7.  What  is  the  population  ? — Last  census  itwas  3,724t 
rat  I am  of  opinion  it  is  considerably  increased  since 

8.  And  has  the  town  itself  shown  signs  of  improve- 
ment? Yes ; a good  many  respectable  dwellings  have 
■>een  erected  within  that  period. 

. Have  you  any  idea  of  the  number  of  houses  in 
the  town  1 — No. 

10.  What  is  the  valuation  ? — £7,227. 

I o'  the  P°imdage  on  that?— £307  8s.  7 d. 

, "“’rt  rates  have  you  struck  within  the  past  five 
years? — The  municipal  rate  has  been  Is.,  9 d.,  6 d.,  and 

I a'  stil,in2  was  the  highest?— Yes. 

14.  These  were  the  only  rates  you  struck  I— Yes. 

• Can  you  tell  me  the  poor  rate  for  these  years  ? 


—Yes  ; in  1874.  Is.  2d. ; in  1875,  Is.  4 d. ; in  1876, 
Is.  Id. ; in  1877,  Is. ; and  in  1878,  Is.  lid. 

16.  Was  any  portion  of  that  Is.  11s.  for  special 
sanitary  rate  ?— Yes ; I think  the  sanitary  rate  is  in- 
cluded in  that. 

17.  How  much  was  it  ? — I could  not  tell. 

1 8.  Can  you  give  me  the  county  cess  for  that  period  1 
—In  1874,  2s.  1|J. ; in  1875,  2s.  3d. ; in  1876,  2s. ; 
in  1877,  Is.  lOd. ; in  1878,  Is.  10$rf. 

19.  You  have  no  wards  in  the  town? — No. 

20  What  electoral  division  is  the  town  in? — In 
Omagh. 

21.  Mr.  Robinson. — Is  the  entire  town  in  the 
Omagh  electoral  division  ? — Yes. 

22.  Air.  Cotton. — Have  the  Commissioners  con- 
sidered this  question,  as  to  whether  any  alteration  was 
needed  in  the  municipal  boundary  ? — Yes ; they  have. 

23.  And  what  is  their  opinion  ? — They  do  not  con- 
sider it  necessary  to  make  any  alteration  at  present. 

24.  Why  do  you  say  “ at  present  ” ? — Because  at 
their  first  meeting  they  were  determined  to  apply  for 
a small  increase,  but  circumstances  altered  since.  They 
did  want  an  increase  of  taxation  and  would  have  wished 
an  increased  area  for  it,  but  they  do  not  now. 

25.  And  now  that  they  don’t  wish  for  an  increase  of 
funds,  they  don’t  want  "an  increased  area? — Yes. 

26.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  the  question 
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whether  they  wished  to  become  the  urban  sanitary 
authorby  instead  of  the  Guardians ? — No ; I don’t  think 
so.  I think  they  would  be  inclined  to  leave  it  as  it  at 
present  stands,  in  the  hands  of  the  Guardians. 

27.  How  many  municipal  voters  are  there  1 — U pwards 
of  400. 

28.  They  vote  for  Commissioners  ? — Yes — 425  or 
426  is  the  number  I think. 

29.  How  many  are  legally  qualified  to  act  as  Town 
Commissioners  ? — Forty-six. 

30.  How  is  the  town  supplied  with  light  1 — By  gas 
supplied  by  a private  company. 

3 1 . How  many  public  lamps  are  there  1 — Sixty-three. 

32.  And  what  do  they  cost  1— £2  17s.  Gd.per  lamp. 

33.  What  is  the  charge  to  privateconsumers  ?— Seven 
shillings  and  six  pence  per  thousand  I think. 

34.  What  are  the  rules  or  terms  of  the  contract  for 
lighting ? — To  light  from  the  15  th  of  August  to  the  15th 
of  May,  inclusive,  each  year,  for  the  sum  of  £2  1 7s.  6 d. 
per  lamp.  The  lamps  to  be  extinguished  during  the 
first  fifteen  nights  in  August,  aud  the  last  fifteen  nights 
iu  May,  at  12  o’clock,  and  to  be  lighted  every  dark 
night  during  the  lighting  season — the  company  to  have 
liberty  to  extinguish  them  on  every  clear  moonlight 
night.  The  contract  was  entered  into  for  three  years 
from  July,  1877. 

35.  Mr.  Robinson. — Can  you  give  us  a description 
of  the  existing  municipal  boundary  ? — The  municipal 
boundary  of  the  town  of  Omagh  extends — 

"From  the  cross-roads  attlie  Rev.  Mr.  Charters’  to  the  rail- 
way bridge  on  the  oldDrumquin-road — length  66  chains  or  264 
perches  ; and  from  railway  bridge  on  the  old  Fintona-road 
to  the  end  of  Harkins  Holme — 78  chains  or  312  perches. 
Extent  about  308a.  2r.  8p.  The  townland  of  Omagh  proper, 
thirty-one  acres  or  thereabouts.  The  other  portions  are 
situate  in  Dergmany  Lower,  Meetinghouse  Hill,  Coolnagard 
Lower;  Gortmore,  Lisnamallard,  Crampsie,  and  a small 
part  of  Crevenagb.” 

36.  That  is  the  original  boundary  1 — Yes.  Tins  was 
the  boundary  recommended  by  Sir  Richard  Griffith. 
(Witness  handed  in  a document.) 

37.  Was  it  adopted? — Sol  understood  when  I came 
here. 

38.  But  this  is  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act 
of  1854?— Yes. 

39.  And  was  that  Act  adopted  ? — No ; but  he  recom- 
mended that  as  our  boundary. 

40.  Were  you  in  office  in  1S54? — No,  I only  came 
into  office  in  1873. 


41.  At  any  rate  it  would  appear  that,  on  the  1st 
April,  1870,  there  was  a proposed  boundary  submitted 
by  Sir  Richard  Griffith. 

42.  Mi-.  Cotton. — Read  that  description  out? 

“ Description  of  the  boundary  of  the  town  of  Omagh  ns 
proposed  by  Sir  Richard  Griffith,  for  the  approval  of  Hi.-, 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  above  Act  the — Towns  Improvement  Act : 

“ Commencing  on  the  north,  where  the  boundary  of  the 

townland  of  Lisnamallard  joins  the  river  Camoen  first thence 

along  said  townland  boundary,  in  a north-easterly  direction, 
to  the  fence  which  joins  the  workhouse  grounds  from  Glencree- 
second — thence  along  the  said  fence,  in  a southerly  direction' 
to  the  road  leading  to  KHlclougher ; third — thence  along  said 
road  in  a westerly  direction,  for  the  distance’of  about  thirty- 
three  yards,  to  a fence  running  through  the  holding  of  H.C. 
Buchanan,  Esq;  fourth — thence,  southerly,  along  said  fence, 
and  continuing  in  the  same  direction  along  the  eastern  boun- 
dary of  the  gardens  of  Lisnamallard  House,  to  the  mill-race ; 
fifth — thence,  easterly,  along  the  mill-race  to  the  weir : sixth 
— thence,  southerly,  across  the  river  Camoen  to  the  fence 
which  divides  the  gardens  and  the  field  of  the  late  Mr.  J. 
Greer,  and  along  said  fence,  to  the  road  leading  to  Armagh ; 
seventh — thence,  easterly,  along  said  road  and  southerly 
along  the  road  leading  to  Creevenagh  to  the  Ulster  Railway’; 
eighth — thence,  westerly,  and  along  the  southern  fence  of 
said  railway,  to  Cassidy’s  bridge  over  said  railway;  thence, 
in  a straight  line,  to  Air.  Alcorn’s,  crossing  the  high-road 
between  the  railway',  and  thence  along  the  southern  fence 
of  said  lane  to  the  bridge  leading  to  Drumquin;  ninth— 
thence,  north-easterly,  along  the  road  leading  to  the  court- 
house, to  the  fence  dividing  the  holdings  of  R.  C.  Ellis,  of 
Knockashfield;  tenth — thence,  northerly,  aud  along  said 
fence  to  its  junction  with  the  Newtownstewart  road,  and 
across  said  road,  continuing  in  the  same  direction  by  the 
fence  that  divides  the  holdings  of  John  MacTernan,  and 
Knockashfield,  and  Francis  Magan,  to  the  north  side  of  the 
river  Shrule ; thence  along  the  said  river  in  an  easterly 
direction  to  the  point  first  described.” 

43.  Do  you  know  is  that  anything  like  the  present 
boundary  ? — It  is  the  one  we  are  acting  on. 

44.  Is  there  any  resolution  in  your  books  adopting 
that? — Not  that  I am  aware  of.  I was  not  in  office. 

45.  What  about  the  water  supply  of  Omagh? — It 
is  supplied  by  the  Guardians. 

46.  Is  it  supplied  at  high  pressure? — Yes. 

47.  Can  you  tell  us  the  contributory  districts? — All 
these  townlands — the  townland  of  Gortmore,  the 
townland  of  C'oonagard  (Lower),  the  townland  of 
Meetinghouse  Hill,  the  townland  of  Omagh,  the 
townland  of  Lisnamallard,  and  Dergmany  (Lower). 


Sir.  Joseph 
Smith. 


Mr.  J oseph  Smith  examined. 


48.  Mr.  Cotton. — Are  you  a Commissioner  ? — Yes ; 
I have  been  Chairman  of  the  Board. 

49.  How  was  the  boundary  extended  from  the 
original  one  ? — On  one  occasion  the  Chairman,  Mr.  M. 
Galny,  upon  the  Dromore-road,  wished  to  erect  build- 
ings, and  could  not  do  it  unless  by  the  leave  of  the 
Commissioners.  The  County  Surveyor  would  not  let 
him  erect  the  buildings  on  the  road  side,  and  conse- 
quently we  extended  the  boundaries  along  the  Dromore- 
road  to  enable  him,  to  erect  these  buildings. 

50.  At  what  time  was  that  ? — I am  not  sure. 

51.  Mr.  Robinson. — Under  what  power  did  you  get 
the  boundaries  extended? — Under  the  Act  of  George 
IV.,  we  have  the  power.  The  boundary  was  defined 
and  we  merely  made  an  extension  to  it.  It  was 
defined  in  1845  when  it  was  placed  under  the  9th  of 
George  IV. 

52.  Mr.  Cotton. — It  is  that  definition  I would  like 
to  see  ? — It  has  been  extended  from  time  to  time  since 
then. 

54.  Mr.  Robinson. — Under  what  section  did  yon 
consider  you  had  the  power  of  so  extending  it  ? — Under 
the  21st  section  of  the  ninth  of  George  IV. 

55.  Do  you  know  the  valuation  of  the  contributory 
district  mentioned  by  the  Town  Clerk? — £9,605. 


56.  What  rate  is  now  struck  over  it  for  the  water 
works  % — Is.  id.  in  the  pound. 

07.  What  was  the  loan  you  obtained  in  respect  of 
these  works?— £9,000.  We  are  repaying  it  by  a 
sinking  fund — it  is  repayable  in  thirty  years. 

58.  Mr.  Cotton. — How  is  the  town  of  Omagh 

drained? — Badly.  _ ... 

59.  Is  there  any  project  on  foot  for  draining  its 
None  at  present. 

60.  Have  the  guardians  expended  any  money  on 

drainage  in  late  years  ? — None.  -nr  ll  T 

61.  And  there  are  complaints  about  it? — Well  l 
suppose  there  are.  I believe,  indeed,  a scheme  o 
drainage  is  in  contemplation. 

62.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  cost  of  it?  There  is 
no  estimate  of  it  yet. 

63.  Mr.  Robinson.— Are  there  any  building  opera- 
tions going  on  in  the  town? — Yes. 

64.  Are  there  any  going  on  outside  ?— Yes. 

65.  In  which  direction? — In  the  direction  ot 

south-east  and  east.  , 

66.  What  class  of  houses?— Very  fan; 

houses.  In  fact  the  townland  of  Crampsie  has  beco 
almost  a village.  _ 

67.  Is  that  within  the  boundary? — -Yes.  Wi 
a few  years  it  was  townparks. 
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Mr.  William  Mullen  examined. 


6S.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  Chairman  of  the  Town 
Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

69.  You  have  it  stated  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
town  board  that  no  extension  of  the  boundary  was 
necessary  1 — Yes. 

70.  As  I understand  that  was  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  Commissioners  ? — When  we  got  the 
queries  to  reply  to,  we  came  to  the  conclusion,  as  our 
jiowers  of  taxation  are  limited  to  Is.,  9 d.,  and  6 cl.,  we 
had  not  enough  of  money  to  meet  our  expenditure,  and 
that  a slight  increase,  taking  in  some  new  villas  that 
were  built,  and  some  gentlemen’s  residences  now 
outside  the  boundary,  might  add  to  our  income  a little, 
but  on  further  consideration  we  found  that  we  would 
have  to  extend  our  lightiug  as  far  out  as  these  places 
if  we  took  them  into  our  boundary,  and  that  the 
expense  of  lighting  would  be  more  than  we  could  get 
from  them.  There  is  no  suburb  largely  built  upon, 
and,  under  the  circumstances,  we  thought  it  better  to 
keep  our  boundary  and  we  were  the  more  disposed  to 
do  that  in  consequence  of  the  Grand  Jury  dealing 
more  fairly  with  us,  and  taking  the  cleaning  of  the 
streets. 

71.  The  Grand  Jury  have  taken  up  the  cleaning 
of  the  streets  of  Omagh  1 — Yes,  we  thought  we  were 
entitled  to  that  as  we  were  paying  over  ,£700  county 
cess  and  were  getting  only  what  represented  £250  or 
so  to  £300. 

72.  I presume  then  you  never  contemplated  taking 
up  the  control  of  the  streets  and  i-oads  yourselves  ? — 
Yes,  we  did. 

73.  But  are  you  aware  you  must  first  become  the 
urban  sanitary  authority  ? — Yes. 

74.  Have  you  then  in  the  first  instance  considered 
if  you  would  wish  to  become  the  urban  sanitary 
Authority  1 — Yes,  some  time  ago  wo  would  have  been 
disposed  to  have  got  the  entire  management  of  the 
town,  from  the  fact  that  we  considered  it  would  enable 
us,  by  not  having  any  additional  expenses,  to  provide 
ourselves  with  water,  but  ultimately  the  Commissioners 
were  pretty  well  satisfied  to  work  as  they  were — 
leaving  the  control  of  the  sanitary  matters  to  the 
guardians,  and  the  roads  to  the  Grand  Jury.  There  is 
one  thing  I would  say,  I think  that  all  the  Com- 
missioners would  be  in  favour  of  uniform  rating.  I 
think  our  system  of  rating  is  not  fair. 

75.  Would  your  own  opinion  be  in  favour  of  putting 
the  town,  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act? — Well  I 
can’t  say  I am  disposed  to  make  any  change. 

7 6.  But  would  not  uniform  rating  be  a change  ? — 
Well,  yes. 

77.  Well,  with  the  exception  of  uniform  rating,  how 
would  the  adoption  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act 
affect  you  differently  ? — It  would  not  so  long  as  the 
Commissioners  entertained  the  same  notions  of  being 
careful  of  the  funds  of  the  town.  It  would  give  more 
extended  power  of  rating,  and  the  people  of  the  town 
would  be  dissatisfied  with  that. 

78.  It  would  not  give  power  beyond  the  maximum 
power  you  have  at  present  ? — I thought  it  would  give 
us  jtower  up  to  18d. 

79.  It  would  be  Is.,  without  dealing  with  the  water  ? 
— That  would  give  us  ample  for  the  management  of 
the  town. 

80.  The  Towns  Improvement  Act  was  not  adopted  ? 
— No,  it  was  very  strongly  opposed. 

81.  On  what  grounds  ? — On  the  ground  of  not  giving 
power  of  rating  higher  than  at  present. 

82.  That  was  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  rated 
at  6d._ Yes. 

83.  Mr.  Robinson. — Are  there  any  improvements 
required  here,  and  which  the  Commissioners  have  been 
restricted  from  making  through  want  of  funds  ? — I 
don’t  think  there  are.  The  sewerage  is  what  is  most 
required. 

84.  Mx\  Cotton. — Is  the  Board  of  Guardians  ever 
asked  to  do  anything  about  sewerage  which  they  have 
declined? — They  have  not  exactly  declined,  but  we 


have  only  just  finished  with  the  water  works,  and  it 
would  meet  with  a good  deal  of  opposition  to  put  on 
new  taxation  for  sewerage. 

S5.  You  know  the  contributory  district  for  the 
water  rate  ? — Yes. 

86.  Would  it  he  fair  to  have  the  same  district  con- 
tribute to  the  sewer  rate? — Yes,  I think  so. 

87.  They  are  the  townlands  which  are  interested  in 
the  town? — Yes,  the  same. 

88.  At  present  yon  wish  for  no  alteration  of  the 
boundary  ? — Yes,  I think  it  would  be  no  advantage  to 
us  whatever. 

89.  And  is  that  the  feeling  of  the  ratepayers  as  well 
as  the  Commissioners  ? — I think  so. 

90.  Do  you  know  the  feelings  of  any  of  the  people 
living  outside  on  the  subject,  do  any  of  them  wish  to 
be  brought  in? — On  the  contrary,  I believe  they  would 
strongly  wish  to  be  kept  out  and  would  oppose  being 
brought  in. 

91.  Sir.  Robinson. — Would  any  extension  of  the 
boundary  to  the  electoral  division  give  you  a population 
sufficient  to  constitute  yon  the  urban  sanitary 
authority  ? — I am  not  sure  of  that. 

92.  \‘ou  know  the  electoral  division  ? — I do. 

93.  It  extends,  I believe,  from  a mile  to  a mile  and  a 
half — would  you  consider  that  would  be  too  much  to 
embrace  within  the  municipal  area  ? — Well,  I think 
there  would  be  very  strong  objections  to  it  by  the 
parties  living  out  of  the  town.  They  would  think  they 
get  no  advantage  whatever  to  justify  that. 

94.  Mr.  Cotton. — Do  you  yourself  think  that  the 
persons  living  say  a mile  or  a mile  and  a half  have  no 
interest  in  the  condition  of  the  town;  in  having  it  well 
kept,  the  streets  properly  lighted,  and  so  on.  Don’t 
they  all  use  Omagh  as  a market  town  and  sell  and  buy 
in  it  ? — Yes,  but  as  far  as  I know  them  they  would  be 
very  much  opposed  to  paying  anything  towards  the 
lighting  or  anything  else  of  Omagh. 

95.  Have  they  not  an  interest  in  it? — I am  sure 
they  would  be  glad  to  see  it  prosper,  to  see  the  markets 
kept  up  and  so  on. 

96.  Would  it  not  be  fair  that  they  should  pay  sonie- 
tliiug  towards  the  expenses  of  the  town  ? — W ell,  perhaps 
so;  but  it  would  be  very  strongly  opposed. 

97.  Do  yon  not  think  that  the  lauds  outside  derive 
exceptional  advantages  from  their  proximity  to  the 
town  ? — Yes. 

98.  There  are  schools  and  places  of  worship  to  which 

the  people  outside  come  in  or  send  their  children? — 
Yes,  they  do  that  from  two  or  three  or  four  miles.  I 
would  say  this,  that  if  it  was  forced  on  tliemthev  would 
say  nothing,  but  if  it  was  left  to  themselves  they  would 
be  opposed  to  it.  . 

99.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  think  yourself  that  it 
would  be  only  fair  that  people  living  within  a moderate 
distance  should  contribute  something  towards  the  main- 
tenance' of  the  town  they  use  so  much,  from  which 
they  derive  exceptional  advantages  and  in  the  welfare 
of  which  as  you  say  they  are  much  interested?— Yes,  I 
think  so. 

100.  Mr.  Cotton. — Can  you  tell  me  roughly  how- 
many  gentlemen’s  places  are  within  the  electoral  di- 
vision?— About  thirty. 

101.  How  much  would  it  add  to  the  population  ? — 
It  would  bring  us  nearly  up  to  the  6,000. 

102.  Has  the  land  about  the  town  increased  very  much 
in  value  owing  to  its  proximity  to  the  town  ?— Yes,  and 
the  gentlemen  around  the  town  use  the  roads  more 
than  the  gentlemen  in  the  town. 

103.  Do  you  think  if  there  was  to  be  an  extension 
at  all  it  should  be  to  the  electoral  division  ?— Yes. 

104.  You  don’t  know  what  the  drainage  scheme 
would  cost?— No;  I could  not  form  any  proximate 
idea. 

105.  Are  there  complaints  as  to  the  sewerage  l— 
Yes ; great  complaints. 

106.  Have  any  complaints  been  made  to  the  Guard- 
ians 1— Yes ; repeatedly. 


Omagh. 
Jubj  23.  IS 79. 

Mr.  William 
Mullen. 
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107.  Have  tlie  Guardians  ever  done  anything  ? — I 
never  knew  them.  I brought  it  before  them  last 
winter — in  going  round  with  the  coal  fund  we  found 
places  flooded  with  every  kind  of  filth. 

Mr.  J lulleu. — I have  brought  it  twice  before  the 
Sanitary  Board . They  cer  taiuly  appointed  a committee 
to  investigate  the  subject. 

108.  But  they  took  no  further  steps  1 — N o. 

Witness. — You  were  asking  a question  about  the 

people  outside  wishing  an  extension.  I have  been 
speaking  to  gentlemen  at  Mullftgkmore,  which  would 
be  taken  in — and  they  said  it  would  destroy  their 
tenant-rights. 

109.  Whatever  opinions  we  ask  it  is  on  the  under- 
standing that  there  would  be  no  alteration  in  any  one’s 
rights  1—1  should  say  that  they  would  oppose  it.  I 
may  also  add  that  the  feeling  of  the  people  is  against 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act. 

110.  Mr.  Robinson. — Why  ? — They  imagine  that 
power  would  be  taken  out  of  their  hands,  and  that 
things  would  be  so  manipulated  that  outsiders  would 
govern  their  town  and  drive  the  trade  away. 

111.  Do  you  mean  that  the  Commissioners  would 


not  be  elected  by  the  same  class  of  people  1— No  • l,„t 
that  it  would  be  divided  into  wards,  and  that  instead 
of  the  present  gentlemen  having  the  rule,  others  who 
would  not  be  so  useful  or  proper  would  be  in  tlieir 
place. 

1 1 2.  You  are  not  in  favour  of  uniform  rating  1 I 

am  if  it  could  be  done  under  the  9th  of  George6  IV 
but  not  otherwise. 

113.  You  say  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  in  the 
opinion  of  some  people  would  drive  the  trade  awav 
How  is  that  1— It  would  drive  it  out  of  the  streets.  ' ’ 

1 14.  Do  you  mean  into  the  fair  green  1 — They  have 
no  fair  green,  but  a place  for  cattle.  There  are  some 
of  the  men  who  leave  carts  in  the  streets.  Mr. 
M‘Crystal  took  up  the  part  of  the  countrymen  who 
did  so,  and  there  was  a dispute  about  it.  Fees  were 
put  on  carts,  and  boxes,  and  barrels,  in  the  streets,  and 
they  drove  the  carts  out  of  the  streets  and  there  was 
a great  agitation ; in  fact  we  held  a sort  of  indignation 
meeting,  because  the  turf  carts  and  the  hay  and  straw 
carts  were  of  more  advantage  to  the  town  than  all  the 
gentlemen’s  carnages  or  that,  that  drove  through  the 
town. 


Mr.  John 
M'Cryslal,  t.c. 


Mr.  John  M'Crystal,  t.c.,  examined. 


115.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  have  heard  the  evidence 
given  to  dayl — Yes. 

116.  Have  you  anything  to  add  to  it  1 — No ; except 
to  say  that  any  gentleman  within  four  miles,  having 
property  within  the  boundary,  would  be  able  to  vote 


under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  for  Commissioners, 
and  it  would  be  throwing  ourselves  into  the  hands  of 
the  tyrants  to  adopt  it. 

The  inquiry  terminated. 


Mr.  Smith  handed  in  the  following  return: 

£ 

Valuation  of  electoral  division  of  Omagh,  . 13,811  10 
Do.  of  contributory  district,  . . 9,727  17 

Area  of  electoral  division,  4,359  statute  acres. 


Population  of  same  in  1871,  5,442. 

Number  of  gentlemen’s  residences  in  same,  about  30. 

In  the  year  1841,  the  population  of  the  Omagh  Union  was 
09,099;  in  1851,  56,497;  in  1861,  52,836;  in  1871,  47,139. 
A decrease  in  the  Omagh  Union  in  thirty  years  of  21,961). 


ANTRIM— 19th  JULY,  1879. 
(Before  Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson.) 


Mr.  John 


Mr.  J ohn  Young  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  are  the  Town  Clerk  U 
Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  1— Abou 
six  years. 

3.  You  are  therefore  well  acquainted  with  th 
town? — Yes. 

“ "nder  ae  T°™  Improvement  At 
01  1854? — Yes. 

5.  Previous  to  the  adoption  of  that  Act,  was  th 
government  of  the  town  under  any  other  Act  No 

6.  And  the  present  boundary  of  Antrim  was  at  tha 
tune  adopted? — Yes. 

J.  Would  you  describe  the  boundary  to  mi 
How  far  does  it  extend  in  a northerly  direction  ?- 
Wot  more  than  taenty  perches  fr„m  the  centre  of  th 
street  between  the  workhouse  and  the  town. 

8.  On  the  south  how  far  does  it  extend  ? On  th 

south  it  extends  further  on  one  side:  I suppose  i 
quarter  of  a mile. 

9.  And  on  the  east  and  west?— On  the  east  ther 
are  houses  up  to  very  near  the  boundary,  but  th 
street  stops  before  it  goes  altogether  up  that  length  • ‘ 
suppose  within  about  ten  or  twenty  perches.  ' ' 

10.  Cam  you  tell  me  on  what  principle  the  Commie 

sioners adopted  the  boundary  which  now  exists? 

cannot. 

11.  It  appears  to  me  that  Antrim  consists  of  on 
long  street,  and  the  boundaries,  as  far  as  possible,  tool 
m that  street  and  nothing  more,  and  a piece  on  eacl 
side  of  the  street  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

12.  There  are  no  wards  in  Antrim  ?— No. 

1 3.  How  many  townlands  is  the  municipality  in  ?- 


It  is  all  in  the  townland  of  Antrim ; the  townparks 
of  Antrim,  and  a portion  of  Balloo. 

14.  Is  it  all  within  one  electoral  division?— Yes ; 
all  within  the  electoral  division  of  Antrim. 

15.  Can  you  give  me  the  area  of  the  town? — Mr. 
Scott  will  give  you  that.  I can  give  you  the  valua- 
tion. 

16.  Give  me  the  valuation? — The  valuation  of 
houses  is  £3,312  2s. 

17.  And  the  valuation  of  lands  alone? — The  valua- 
tion of  lands  alone  is  £259  15s.  That  is  the  present 
year’s  valuation.  It  is  somewhat  less  than  last  year. 
Some  changes  have  been  made  which  have  had  the 
effect  of  making  the  amount  less. 

18.  What  is  the  population  of  Antrim? — In  1871  it 
was  2,020. 

19.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  it  is  an  increasing 
population?— No ; it  is  a decreasing  population. 

20.  Is  Antrim  a thriving  town  ? — It  is  not. 

21.  And  is  there  any  building  going  on  outside  the 
municipal  boundary  ? — There  has  been  one  new  house 
erected  lately  near  the  railway  station. 

22.  Is  there  any  of  the  land  about  the  town  token 
on  building  leases  ? — Not  very  much.  There  is  no 
encouragement  to  build,  for  the  lord  of  the  soil  will 
not  give  long  leases. 

23.  Are  there  any  buildings  being  erected  within 
the  present  boundary  ? — I do  not  know  of  any  going 
on  at  present  within  the  boundary.  . 

24.  Will  you  now  give  me  the  municipal  rates  for 
the  last  few  years  ? — We  have  not  had  a rate  every 
year ; we  have  missed  some  years,  and  have  had  no 
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rate.  In  1879  we  had  a Vate  of  Is.  ; in  1878,  1(M.  ; 
in  1876,  S d. ; tlieio  was  no  rate  in  1877 ; in  1875, 
10,/.  ■ in  1S74,  Sd.  The  average  for  the  last  eight 
years  has  been  a yearly  rate  of  7cl.  in  the  pound  of  a 
township  rate. 

25.  Can  you  give  me  the  county  cess  1 — In  1875 
we  had  two  cesses  of  1(W.  each,  making  Is.  Sd.  in  the 
pound  for  that  year  ; in  1876,  one  cess  of  9 d.,  and  the 
other  of  1(W.,  making  for  the  year  Is.  Id. ; in  1S77 
the  two  cesses  amounted  to  Is.  Sd.  5 in  1S78  the  cesses 
for  the  year  were  again  Is.  Sd.,  one  cess  being  of  lit/., 
and  the  other  of  9 d.,  and  in  1879,  the  present  year, 
there  are  two  cesses  of  10c/.,  making  again  Is.  Sd. 

26.  Are  there  fairs  held  in  Antrim? — There  are. 

27.  And  markets? — Yes. 

28.  And  do  the  people  resident  outside  the  boundary 
come  into  the  town  to  any  large  extent  and  avail  them- 
selves of  the  markets? — We  have  good  fairs,  but  the 
market  is  not  a good  one,  in  point  of  its  operations. 
We  have  good  monthly  fairs. 

29.  Is  the  town  well  lit? — It  is  fairly  lighted  for  its 
size.  There  are  thirty-three  lamps. 

30.  Was  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  when 
adopted,  adopted  for  all  purposes  ? — It  was  adopted 
on  the  3rd  of  September,  1855,  and  the  water  clauses 
were  excluded. 

31.  Are  there  schools  in  the  town? — There  are. 

32.  And  do  the  people  from  outside  the  boundary 
come  in  and  avail  themselves  of  these  schools  ? — They 
do,  largely.  We  have  got  an  Intermediate  school 
here  now,  and  a good  many  attend  it — even  people 
from  four  and  five  miles  off. 

33.  There  were  some  queries  sent  dorm  here  to  you 
by  the  Municipal  Boundary  Commissioners  in  Dublin  ? 

34.  Were  the  questions  contained  in  that  document 
submitted  to  your  Board  ? — They  were. 

35.  Was  there  a special  lueeting  of  the  Board  sum- 
moned to  consider  them,  or  did  they  come  before  the 
Board  at  one  of  its  ordinary  meetings  ? — Before  the 
ordinary  monthly  meeting  on  the  ordinary  board  day. 

36.  Can  you  give  me  a copy  of  any  resolution  that 
wits  passed  on  the  subject,  if  there  was  a resolution? — 
I have  not  got  it  here.  In  substance  it  was  to  the 
effect  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  a change  in  the 
boundary. 

37.  And  was  that  passed  unanimously? — It  was  by 
the  Commissioners  present. 

38.  How  many  Commissioners  were  present  at  that 
meeting  1 — Not  less  than  five.  It  takes  five  to  form 
a quorum. 

39.  And  they  were  of  opinion  that  no  extension 
was  necessary  ? — They  were. 

40.  And  did  they  not  think  that  any  people  who 
reside  outside  the  present  boundary  derive  certain 


advantages  from  the  proximity  of  the  town  ? — That  Amaru, 

was  not  considered  I think.  ./«/,,  19,  hts 

41.  Have  the  Commissioner  considered  the  question  ..  t"T~ 
of  becoming  the  urban  sanitary  authority  ? — No,  I Y.oin  " 
don’t  think  they  have  considered  that  question  officially. 

42.  Can  you  tell  me  what  is  the  feeling  of  the 
Board  on  the  subject  — I think  a good  many  of  the 
Commissioners  would  prefer  things  to  remain  as  they 
are,  in  the  hands  of  the  guardians. 

43.  Do  you  think  a radius  of  one  mile  from  the 
centre  of  the  town  would  make  you  an  urban  sani- 
tary authority — would  bring  the  population  up  to 
6,000  ? — I don’t  think  it  would. 

44.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners  ever  considered 
the  question  of  taking  up  the  roads  ? — That  has  been 
thought  of,  but  not  officially  considered.  There  has 
been  no  motion  on  the  subject.  It  has  been  talked  of 
by  the  Commissioners  several  times,  and  some  of  the 
members  are  favourable  to  it.  However,  others  think 
it  would  be  a matter  that  would  cost  them  more  money 
than  they  now  pay,  and  that  the  work  would  not  be 
so  well  done  as  at  present.  The  Board  arc  divided  as 
far  as  I know  on  the  subject. 

45.  Do  you  know  the  extent  of  the  electoral 
division? — I do. 

46.  Have  there  been  any  sanitary  rates  struck  lately 
by  the  Board  of  Guardians  ? — There  has  been  one  of 
2d. 

47.  "What  was  the  poor  law  district  on  which  that 
rate  was  struck  1 — The  townland  of  Townparks, 

Antrim — that  was  one  portion  ; and  there  was  another 
portion  on  the  union-at-large — a more  extended  area. 

48.  What  was  that  rate  for? — For  making  sewers. 

49.  Is  the  town  well  sewered  now  ? — I don’t  think  it 
is.  It  could  be  improved.  Still  on  the  main  street 
here  it  is  pretty  well  sewered. 

50.  As  you  have  stated  the  views  of  the  Town 
Commissioners,  may  I now  ask  you  your  individual 
opinion  as  to  the  present  boundary — do  you  think  the 
present  municipal  boundary  of  Antrim,  includes  land 
enough  for  building  for  many  years  to  come  ? — At 
present  the  outlook  for  building  here  is  not  a very 
bright  011c.  I don’t  think  there  is  much  probability 

of  building  taking  place  to  any  great  extent  about  the  , 

town. 

51.  And  do  you  agree  with  your  board,  that  no 
extension  is  required  for  the  town  ? — I do. 

53.  And  I suppose  that  any  extension  that  might 
be  made  in  any  direction  whatever  would  only  bring 
in  land  that  could  be  rated  at  one-fourth  ? — It  might 
bring  in  one  or  two  houses.  For  instance,  it  would 
bring  in  the  new  house  I have  spoken  of  at  the  work- 
house  ground. 

53.  Is  there  any  other  statement  you  would  wish 
to  make  bearing  on  the  subject  of  this  inquiry? — No. 


Mr.  Henry  C.  Scott  examined. 


Mr.  Henry 


54.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  are  the  Clerk  of  the  Union, 
I believe  ? — Yes,  I am. 

55.  Do  you  know  the  electoral  division? — Yes. 

56.  What  is  the  valuation  of  it? — The  valuation  is 
id  7,475  17s. 

57.  And  the  population  ? — 2,020  is  the  population 
of  the  town.  The  population  of  the  electoral  division 
is,  I fancy,  about  4,700. 

_ 58.  And  for  .how  many  miles  does  , the  electoral 
division  extend  in  the  most  remote  direction  from  the 
town? — I think  not  more  than  two  miles. 

59.  I may  tell  you  that  my  reason  for  asking  the 
question,  is  that  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  have  in  their  warrant  to  us  told  us  that,  as 
far  as  possible,  it  is  desirable  that  the  boundaries  of 
towns  should  be  made  conterminous  with  Poor  Law 
electoral  divisions? — Yes. 

60.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  electoral  division 
of  Antrim,  do  you  think  it  would  be  advisable  to 


adopt  its  boundary  as  the  new  boundary  of  the  town  ? 
— I do  not. 

61.  You  think  it  is  too  large  ? — Yes,  quite  too  large. 

62.  And  the  land  it  would  bring  in  would  be  mostly 
arable  land,  in  fact  nearly  all  of  that  description?— 
Yes,  nearly  all  of  it. 

63.  There  is  no  working  population  or  mills  in 
Antrim?— Very  little. 

64.  Do  you  think  the  people  living  in  the  most 
remote  part  of  the  electoral  division  derive  any 
advantages  from  the  proximity  of  the  town? — Only 
indirect  advantages. 

65.  They  come  and  make  use  of  the  town  and  its 
markets?— Just  so. 

66.  Antrim  is  their  nearest  town? — Yes. 

67.  They  make  use  of  the  streets  of  the  town,  and 
also  send  their  children  to  the  schools  of  the  town,  do 
they  not? — Only  to  a limited  extent. 

68.  You  think  they  do  not  get  advantages,  which 

3D  2 
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would  eutitle  them  to  pay  fox-  their  use  of  the  town  1 
— I am  sure  they  would  not  consider  it  so. 

69.  Is  not  the  land  in  the  electoral  division  more 
valuable  from  its  proximity  to  the  town  of  Antrim  ? 
— Yes,  it  would  be  in  proportion  to  its  proximity. 

70.  Do  you  approve  of  a boundary  cutting  town- 
lands,  the  way  the  present  boundary  does.  The 
present  boundary,  I understand,  goes  through  town- 
lands,  taking  it  from  point  to  point.  Have  you 
considered  that  ? — I don’t  think  I have. 

71.  Can  you  give  me  the  valuation  of  the  townlands 
included  within  the  boundary  ; into  how  many  town- 
lands  does  it  go  ? — I don’t  think  there  is  an  entire 
townland  within  the  boundary. 

72.  There  is  not  an  entire  townland? — No;  only 
portions. 

73.  Into  how  many  portions  of  townlands  does  it 
go? — Into  the  Townparks  of  Antrim  and  then  of 
Halloo. 

74.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  include  the  whole 
of  those  townlands,  so  as  to  give  a better  defined 
boundary  ? — It  might. 

7 5.  Could  you  tell  me  what  would  be  the  area  of 
the  town  if  that  was  done? — I could,  1,809  acres. 

76.  What  would  be  the  valuation  of  those  two 
townlands? — The  valuation  of  those  two  townlands 
would  be  £6,592  2s. 


T7.  He  toiralud  of  Balloo  I believe  extends  „ — , 
distance  to  the  south  of  the  town  ? — Not  very  far— 
English  mile  I should  say.  J 011 

78.  Would  it  be  too  far  to  take  in  the  whole  nf 

that  townland  ?-The  extremity  of  it  is  not  more 
distant  than  it  would  be  to  the  extremity  of  the  Town 
parks  on  the  south  side.  It  is  virtually  regarded 
Townparks  under  another  name.  ° 

79.  Are  you  resident  in  this  town?— I am. 

80.  And  I am  sure  you  take  an  interest  in  it  2— 
Yes. 

51.  Do  you  think  any  change  is  required  in  the 
existmg  boundaries  of  the  town  1— Well,  I find  it 
cult  to  give  you  an  answer  to  that,  as  the  question  lms 
not  exactly  come  before  me. 

52.  I am  asking  for  your  individual  opinion  1— An 
extension  might  be  useful  in  the  way  you  have  de- 
scribed. 

83.  An  extension  so  as  to  give  a better  defined 
boundary,  so  as  to  go  by  townland  boundaries  1— Yes. 

84.  Would  you  now  give  me  the  poor  rate  for 
a number  of  years,  say  from  1875  ? — Yes.  In  1875 
it  was  Is.  oil. ; in  1S7G  Is.  Sd.  ; in  1877  Is.  2d. ; anil 
in  1878  Is.  2d. ; but  in  the  last-named  year  there  was 
an  additional  rate  of  2 d.  in  the  pound  on  the  townland 
of  Townparks,  Antrim,  for  sanitary  purposes. 


Mr.  Trillium 
Vance,  jun. 


Mr.  William  Vance,  jun.,  examined. 


85.  1l  ou  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Antrim? — 1 am. 

86.  How  long  have  you  been  living  in  the  town  ? — 
x was  bom  here,  and  have  resided  here  ever  since. 

87 . W ere  you  a member  of  the  Town  Commission 
when  the  town  first  came  under  the  Act  ? — I was  one 
of  the  first  appointed. 

88.  Were  you  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
draw  out  the  present  boundary  of  Antrim  as  it  now 
exists  1 — Yes. 

89.  The  boundary  was  never,  I believe,  modified  or 
altered  since  ? — Never. 

90.  Can  you  tell  me  what  it  was  that  prompted  you 
to  adopt  the  boundary  which  you  now  have  ? — Well, 
the  mode  in  which  we  adopted  the  boundary  was  this. 
We  took  in  only  land  very  close  to  the  town.  We 
did  not  extend,  inasmuch  as  we  thought  a great  many 
were  getting  accommodations.  We  confined  the  boun- 
dary to  a very  short  distance  from  the  town.  We 
did  not  extend  more  than  a quarter  of  a mile  from 
any  extreme  point.  But  I was  just  observing  that  if 
you  take  in  the  whole  of  the  townland  of  Antrim  and 
Balloo,  and  the  Grange  of  Muckamore,  which  lies  very 
close  by,  is  left  out,  it  would  be  putting  too  heavy  a 
tax  upon  those  two  townlands,  without  getting  more. 
Muckamore  Abbey,  Mr.  Thompson’s  place,  we  should 
take  that  in,  because  we  run  close  by  it.  The  town- 
land  of  Antrim,  I may  mention,  runs  four  miles  away 
up  over  the  hills. 

91.  Since  1854  have  many  new  buildings  been 
erected  in  the  town  ? — Very  few. 

92.  The  town,  then,  appears  to  have  been  very  much 
at  a stand-still  since  that  time  ? — Yes,  at  very  much 
of  a stand-still. 

93.  Are  there  any  manufactories  in  the  town  of 
Antrim  ? — None  at  present.  We  had  a paper  mill 
and  a brewery,  but  both  have  ceased  working,  and  all 
we  have  now  is  a flour  mill,  which  is  near  the  railway 
station. 

94.  Is  there  any  tendency  to  build  in  more  than 
one  direction  ? — The  inducements  to  build  here  are 
almost  nil.  Parties  would  be  willing  enough  to  build 
if  they  could  get  leases,  but  the  landlord  has  not  seen 
his  way  to  give  leases  such  as  would  be  acceptable  to 
them. 

95.  Would  there  then  be  an  inclination  to  build  if 
satisfactory  leases  were  granted  ? — Yes. 

96.  In  which  direction? — In  all  directions.  I thin  l 
if  the  people  got  good  leases  there  would  be  houses  to 
[nit  up. 


97.  Do  you  know  any  place  outside  the  present 
boundary  where  it  is  likely,  under  the  circumstances 
referred  to,  there  would  be  an  inclination  to  build  1— 
I do  not.  All  the  people  are  looking  for  are  satisfac- 
tory leases,  and  Lord  Massereeue  is  not  willing  to  give 
long  leases,  and  they  won’t  build  on  twenty-one  yearn’ 
leases. 

98.  Do  you  think  that  the  people  living  in  proximity 
to  the  town  should  be  made  to  contribute  towards  the 
maintenance  of  the  town  ? — Well,  I hold  seventy-two 
acres  of  Townparks  myself.  If  you  only  go  a certain 
distance  you  put  a heavy  tax  upon  me,  but  if  you  go  out 
over  the  whole  townland,  and  the  townland  of  Balloo, 
that  would  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  rate.  If 
you  only  go  a mile  it  would  increase  the  present  charge 
on  gentlemen  holding  land  near  the  town, 

99.  Are  there  any  improvements  which  you  have 
been  deterred  from  carrying  out  for  want  of  funds  ? 
— I have  heard  no  one  complain  of  that.  All  they 
want  are  leases.  I think  money  could  be  got  on  the 
spot  if  they  had  leases.  It  is  for  want  of  leases  they 
won’t  spend  their  money. 

100.  What  I mean  is,  have  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners been  cramped  in  their  operations  for  want  of 
funds? — We  had  -to  get  a loan  for  footpaths  and  a 
town  clock,  but  we  will  be  able  to  wipe  that  out  fn 
another  year. 

101.  Then  the  funds  of  the  Town  Commissioners 
are  in  a satisfactory  condition? — They  are. 

102.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Town 
Commissioners  at  which  the  queries  sent  you  by  us 
from  Dublin  were  considered  ? — No.  I happened  to 
be  away  at  the  time. 

103.  The  majority  of  the  Commissioners  were  un- 
favourable to  an  extension  ? — I would  be  in  favour  of 
an  extension  if  you  take  in  the  whole  townland,  but  I 
think  if  you  only  take  in  half  a mile  you  would  punish 
the  present  ratepayers. 

104.  You  think  then  for  the  purpose  of  rectifying 
the  boundary  satisfactorily,  the  townland  of  Town- 
parks.should  be  taken  in,  and  part  of  the  townland  of 
Muckamore  should  also  be  included  ? — Yes,  and  I am 
reminded  by  a gentleman  near  me  that  the  townland 
of  Moylinney  which  intervenes  between  those  two 
should  also  be  included. 

105.  If  that  boundary  which  you  propose  was  to  be 
adopted  it  would  be  about  a little  more  than  half  ft 
mile  radius  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  as  nearly  as 
possible  ?— Yes. 

106.  And  do  you  think  that  people  living  within 
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that  radius  derive  advantages  from  the  proximity  of 
the  town  1 — Certainly  they  do. 

107.  They  come  in  and  enjoy  the  benefit- of  the 
markets,  and  if  the  town  is  kept  clean  and  well  lit  they 
have  the  advantage  of  those  benefits  too  1 — Yes  ; and 
we  are  getting  up  new  footpaths  and  that  is  a sign  that 
we  are  anxious  to  do  all  we  can  to  improve  the  town. 

10S.  Is  the  town  well  lit? — Yes,  splendidly  lit. 
There  are  no  complaints  on  that  score. 

109.  Mr.  Young. — There  is  a very  small  population 
inside  a mile  radius  so  that  it  would  be  mostly  the  one- 
fourth  rate  that  would  be  levied. 


Examination  of  Mr.  Vance  resumed.  antmm. 

110.  Mr.  Robinson. — Are  there  many  houses  r.i  V — 

business  in  the  town — good  shops  ? — Well,  I suppose  y r‘  WBnam 
you  could  count  twenty  average  shops. 

111.  Do  those  people  live  on  their  premises  in  the 

town  or  have  they  residences  outside  ?— Thev  all  live 
in  the  town. 

112.  There  are  no  villa  residences  outside  Antrim  ] 

— None  at  all. 


Mr.  Henry  M'Lorinan  examined. 


113.  Mr.  Robinson — You  are  one  of  the  Town 
Commissioners,  I presume  ? — Yes. 

114.  Have  you  lived  long  here  ? — I was  born  here 
and  have  resided  here  all  my  life. 

115.  Were  you  a member  of  the  committee  that 
adopted  the  present  boundary  ? — No,  I am  not  a Com- 
missioner so  long  as  that.  There  was  one  matter  you 
referred  to  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry — as  to  the 
Sanitary  Act — whether  it  was  properly  canned  out  in 
this  town.  I wish  to  state  that  I think  it  is  very 
badly  carried  out  here. 

116.  You  think  the  Guardians  do  their  duty  badly  ? 
— Yes. 

117.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  sanitary  work  would 
be  better  earned  out  if  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Town  Commissioners  ? — Decidedly. 

1 IS.  And  have  you  ever  expressed  that  opinion  at 
meetings  of  the  Board  ?— I have. 

119.  And  in  what  spirit  has  it  been  met? — The 
question  has  never  formally  been  brought  up,  but  we 
have  proposed  and  carried  resolutions  and  they  have 
been  forwarded  to  the  Sanitary  Board  and  they  have 
taken  very  little  notice  of  them ; and  in  the  matter  of 
water  and  drainage  and  things  of  that  sort,  they  don’t 
seem  to  us  to  expend  any  money. 

120.  I am  afraid  these  matters  are  not  within  the 
scope  of  the  present  inquiry.  You  think  then  it  is 
desirable  that  you  should  become  the  sanitary  authority  ? 
— Yes,  I do  think  that  is  desirable. 


121.  Are  you  of  opinion  also,  that  the  maintenance 
of  the  roads  would  be  better  carried  out  under  your 
supervision  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 

122.  You  think  that  all  the  authority  over  the  town 
of  Antrim  should  be  in  your  own  hands  and  not  in 
the  bands  of  three  divided  authorities ! — That  is  my 
opinion. 

123.  Have  you  heard  the  suggestion  to  take  in  the 
whole  of  the  townlands  of  Townparks,  Balloo,  ami  the 
townland  of  Muckamore  1 — Yes,  and  if  you  think  of 
making  an  extension  of  the  boundary,  it  would  be  my 
opinion  that  you  should  extend  it  in  that  way. 

124.  It  would  add  considerably  to  the  valuation  of 
the  town  and  make  the  rates  lighter  1 — It  would. 

125.  And  you  think  the  people  living  on  those 
townlands  derive  advantages  from  the  proximity  of 
the  town  that  they  should  in  fairness  pay  for  ? — Yes, 
I do. 

1 26.  Have  you  learnt  the  views  of  any  of  the  rate- 
payer’s on  the  subject  1 — I have  heard  the  roads  spoken 
of ; we  don’t  get  a fail-  proportion  of  the  county  cess. 

127.  If  you  had  adopted  the  increased  area  sugges- 
ted, do  you  think  the  people  living  within  the  town- 
lands  of  Townparks,  and  Muckamore,  would  be  glad 
to  have  the  roads  in  the  hands  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners 1 — I think  the  roads  would  be  kept  in  a better 
state  if  we  had  the  collecting  of  the  county  cess  and 
the  management  of  it. 


Mr.  Henry 
M'Lorinan. 


Mr.  william  Armstrong  examined. 


128.  Mr.  Robinson. — Have  you  heard  the  sugges- 
tion with  reference  to  an  extension  of  the  boundary  ? 
— I have. 

1 29.  Have  you  lived  long  in  Antrim  ? — I have  been 
away  for  a number  of  years,  but  I have  lived  here  for 
twenty  years. 

130.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  any  likelihood 
of  any  building  going  on  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  ? 
— I see  no  possibility  of  it  at  present,  and  I quite 
agree  with  the  observations  of  Mr.  Yance  and  Mr. 
M'Lorinan. 

131.  Namely,  that  you  would  like  to  have  an  ex- 
tended area,  the  care  of  the  roads,  and  the  direction  of 
the  sanitary  business  within  that  area  ? — Quite  so. 


132.  And  you  do  not  approve  of  a divided  authority  ? 
— I do  not ; I think  all  those  matters  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Town  Commissioners. 

133.  Do  you  know  the  electoral  division  boundary 
at  all  ? — I have  paid  very  little  attention  to  it,  but  I 
should  know  it. 

134.  Are  you  a Guardian  ? — No. 

135.  Do  you  think  that  a mile  in  one  direction  and 
two  in  another  would  be  too  large  an  area  ? — Yes.  I 
think  Mr.  Yance  was  quite  correct  in  what  he  said  in 
reference  to  that  matter. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


Mr.  William 
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AOGBKA 
July  24, 


Mr.  Fo3tcr 
M'Kay. 


AUGHNACLOY— THURSDAY,  24th  JULY,  1879. 
(Before  Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson.) 

Mr.  Foster  M’Kay  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  are  the  Town  Clerk  ? — I am 

2.  This  town  is  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act, 
I believe  ? — Yes. 

3.  How  long  has  that  Act  been  adopted  ? — Since 
1854. 

4.  Then  the  Act  was  adopted  the  year  it  became 
law  ? — Yes. 

5.  Wasthat  Act  adoptedfor  all  purposes  ? — I thinkso. 

6.  Do  you  remember  the  town  at  that  time  ? — No. 
7-  Will  you  kindly  give  me  the  population  of  Augh- 

nacloy  ? — At  the  last  census  it  was  1,432 ; below  the 
statutory  limit. 

8.  Do  you  think  that  the  population  has  increased 
since  then  ? — I think  it  has  not.  I dare  say  it  would 
be  about  the  same. 

10.  Is  your  population  a working  or  farming  popu- 
lation?— A good  deal  of  it  is  commercial. 

11.  Are  there  any  manufactures  earned  on  in  the 
town  ? — No. 

12.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town  4—342  acres. 

13.  And  the  valuation  ?— £1,879— indeed  it  is 
now  £1,900. 

U.  Will  you  now  tell  me  on  how  much  of  that 
the  full  rate  is  struck,  and  on  how  much  the  one- 
lourth  ? — Upon  £1,807  the  full  rate  is  struck,  and 
on  £72  10s.  the  one-fourth  rate  is  struck. 

15.  In  how  many  electoral  divisions  is  the  town 
of  Aughnacloy? — One. 

16.  And  what  electoral  division  is  that? — Au°h- 

nacloy.  ° 

17.  Of  the  Clogker  union  ? — Yes. 

IS  Does  the  municipal  boundary  of  Aughnacloy 
cut  through  townlands  or  take  in  only  whole  town- 
lands  ?— It  cuts  through  townlands. 

19.  How  many  townlands  are  wholly  included  or 
?~y  are  divided  ?-None  of  them  are  wholly 

T.20'  A.udrnh°w  “an7  does  it  intersect?— Derrycush, 
Lisadavd,  Tally,  Ravella,  and  also  a portion  of  Glack. 

-1.  And  if  you  were  to  include  the  whole  of  those 
townlands  so  as  to  give  a well-defined  townland 
boundary  for  the  town  of  Augnacloy,  would  it  give 
you  a.  very  much_  increased  valuation  1— We  would 
not  I think  take  in  any  houses,  perhaps,  except  the 
Ai-chdeaconiy  but  I think  it  would  be  unfair- to  do 

attSST  “ ^ 1 V8ry  “e  pi“e  of  Gll»k 

22.  The  <&Wct  brought  in  would  then  be  all  liable 
to  the  me-fonrth  rate  1-Thero  would  be  some  houses. 

, Would  the  class  of  houses  brought  in  be  far- 
mers houses  ?— The  archdeaconry  would  be  one  • the 
manse  would  be  another,  and  there  would  be  a few 
farmers  houses.  Indeed,  there  would  be  a good  many 

farmers’ houses  in  RavdKThiUy.  Jn  .nWjEX 

irndTodfS’ierb.™  1876’  «■ iS 

25.  Jmd  what  ™ the  poor  rote  in  the  tame  period  1 
-Li  1874,  li m U M ; in  1875,  U id-  in  1876 
1 o Y'irm  2s-l  in  1878,  la.  6 d. 

26.  Hare  there  been  any  sanitary  rates  struck  by 
the  guardians  of  late  yearn  ? — I don’t  know 

• a D,°  YT  kn0W  the  sanitary  work  done  is  car- 
S?tlsfllctio11  of  Commissioners  ?- 
W3  Comnufionei-s  have  made  no  complaint 
-S.  Can  you  tell  me  whether  or  not  there  have 
c!mnory  ‘'P  rateS  f°r  ^*“7  Proses?-? 

29.  When  we  sent  you  down  the  queries  was  there 
a special  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  to  consider 


r 4Lt££rereofoi™°n^tm°^™°°™ 

31  And  were  they  unanimous  in  comin.  to  ft,, 
eonelnsmnl-Iheywere.  I may,  howeve^T  meuK 
that  there  was  a special  meeting  ot  the  Commissiou.t 
the  other  day  m view  of  tills  inquiry,  and  at  that 
meeting  they  adopted  a resolution  stating,  as  folio* 

. “ 'hl'i.'ho'u  il  no  necessity  for  any  change  to  be  msA 
m the  ea.st.ng  bound™.  of  the  town  of  Aughnacloy  2 
tbat  tliere  is  no  special  nutter  to  be  submitted  to  the  P™ 
mission.  c 

32.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  boundary  of  the 
electoral  division  in  which  Aughnacloy  is  situated  t- 
I know  the  townlands. 

• 33;  ^°70U  k»ow  the  extent  of  the  electoral  divi- 
sion ? — X do  not.  I have  an  idea  of  it.  I know  the 
townland. 

34.  Would  it  be  your  opinion  that  the  electoral  di- 
vision of  Aughnacloy  would  be  too  large  to  he  adopted 
for  the  new  boundary  of  the  town  ?— Certainly. 

35.  T asked  the  question,  because  the  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  have  told  us  that  as 
far  as  possible,  town  boundaries  should  be  made  coter- 
minous with  the  boundaries  of  poor  law  electoral  divi- 
sions. In  some  cases  we  find  that  can  be  done  • in 
others  we  find  that  the  extent  of  arable  land  and 
country  that  would  be  brought  in  by  such  an  ar- 
rangement, would  be  quite  too  much,  and  that  is 
what  I understand  your  opinion  with  regard  to  Augh- 
nacloy ? — Certainly. 

36.  Are  there  markets  here  ? — Yes. 

37.  How  many  ? — One  weekly  market. 

38.  And  the  people  who  live  outside  the  town,  I 
understand,  bring  in  their  produce  for  sale  here  ? — 
Yes ; it  is  a good  general  market. 

40.  Do  you  think  that  the  people  in  all  those 
townlands  which  are  partly  intersected  by  the  muni- 
cipal boundary,  avail  themselves  of  the  town  to  a great 
extent? — They  do. 

41 . Is  the  town  lighted  ? — It  is. 

42.  With  gas  ? — Yes. 

43.  How  much  do  the  Commissioners  pay  per  lamp? 
— About  33s.  a year. 

44.  The  people  outside  the  town  also  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  lighting  in  the  town? — They  do,  of  course. 

45.  And  of  the  cleansing  of  the  roads  ? — Yes. 

46.  And  of  the  scavenging  ? — Yes. 

47.  And  if  the  townlands  were  to  be  wholly  taken 
ioi,  parts  of  which  are  now  included,  would  it  not 
be  fan-  that  they  should  contribute  their  portions  to- 
wards the  maintenance  of  the  town  of  which  they 
enjoy  the  benefits.  Can  you  say  if  that  is  the  opinion, 
of  your  board  ? — I don’t  know,  indeed. 

48.  Would  they  have  any  objection  to  bring  in 
those  remaining  portions  of  the  townlands,  in  order  to 
have  a . well-defined  boundary  ? — I suppose  those 
Commissioners  who  hold  land  outside  would  not  like 
that. 

49.  Has  that  question  ever  been  considered  at  the 
board?— No,  it  has  not. 

50.  Are  there  schools  in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

51.  And  the  children,  I understand,  from  the  dis- 
tricts all  round  the  town  attend  those  schools  ? — Yes. 

52.  And  make  use  of  the  roads  from  day  to  day  ? — 
Yes. 

53.  Has  it  ever  been  considered  at  this  board  whe- 
ther it  would  be  desirable  to  make  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners the  urban  sanitary  authority? — I think  the 
Commissioners  would  have  preferred  retaining  that 
power. 
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54.  But  the  Commissioners  have  not  passed  any 
definite  resolution  on  the  subject'? — They  have  not. 

55.  As  far  as  you  can  ascertain,  the  opinion  of  your 
board  is,  that  the  sanitary  work  would  be  better  ma- 
nilged  in  your  own  hands  ? — Yes. 

56.  As  they  live  on  the  spot  and  have  better  facili- 
ties for  using  the  means  devised? — Yes. 

57.  You  are  aware,  I presume,  that  they  can,  by 
the  7th  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  ask  and  ob- 
tain a provisional  order  from  the  Local  Government 
Board  giving  them  the  sanitary  control? — Yes. 

58.  Have  they  ever  considered  the  question  of  tak- 
ing up  the  control  of  the  roads  from  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Grand  Jury,  and  of  managing  them,  them- 
selves i — They  have  talked  of  it,  but  it  was  never  for- 
mally considered. 

59.  There  was  no  resolution  on  the  subject? — No. 

GO.  Do  you  know  the  feeling  of  the  Board  on  that 

subject — is  it  adverse  to  or  in  favour  of  it  ? —I  don’t 
know. 

61.  You  say  they  have  talked  over  the  subject, 
what  do  you  think  is  their  feeling  ? — I think  some 
of  them  would  prefer  having  the  control  of  the  roads. 

62.  Some  of  the  Commissioners  prefer  that  the  town 
should  be  under  one  undivided  authority  ? — Yes. 

63.  Have  you  talked overthequestion  of  the  extension 
of  the  boundary  with  the  people  resident  in  the  town  ? 
—I  have  not. 

64.  Nor  with  the  people  resident  outside? — No. 

65.  Then  you  have  had  no  opportunity  of  ascertain- 


ing the  feelings  of  the  people  on  the  subject  ? — None  ex-  Aeghsaci,ov. 
cept  the  Commissioners.  -i.  9- 

66.  And  we  may  take  it,  I suppose,  that  the  Commis-  Mr  FosUr 
sioners  represent  the  people  in  this  matter  ? — I think  ‘u‘kav. 
they  do. 

67.  Have  you  given  the  present  inquiry  no  publicity 
in  the  shape  of  advertisements  or  placards? — No. 

68.  And  they  have  had  no  opportunity  of  seeing  any 
reference  to  it,  except  the  advertisements  I put  in  the 
newspapers  1—1  suppose  not. 

69.  How  long  have  you  lived  here? — "For  fifteen 
years. 

70.  And  you  know,  X presume,  the  circumstances  of 
the  town  pretty  well  ?- — Y es. 

71.  Having  stated  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners 
as  far  as  you  know  them,  may  I ask  is  it  your  individual 
opinion  that  any  change  is  necessary?— I don’t  know 
of  any  being  necessary. 

72.  Are  there  any  buildings  going  on  in  the  town  ? — 

I think  Mr.  Abraham  is  building. 

73.  In  which  direction  is  the  building  progressing  ? 

— In  the  Lissadavil  and  Glack  direction. 

74.  Is  the  present  boundary  large  enough  to  allow 
space  for  all  the  buildings  that  are  likely  to  be  con- 
structed within  the  next  few  years  ? — Yes,  it  is. 

75.  Are  there  any  buildings  going  on  outside  the 
present  boundary  ? — Not  close  to  the  town. 

76.  Is  the  land  more  valuable  which  is  outside  the 
town  from  its  proximity  to  it  ? — It  is. 


Dr.  WiLUAM  Scott  examined. 


77.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  are  one  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners ? — I am. 

78.  Have  you  been  a Commissioner  for  a very  long 
time? — Since  the  commencement  of  municipal  oper- 
ations. I got  up  the  township. 

79.  When  you  [first  came  under  thp  Act  at  a special 
meeting  of  the  Commissioners  you  adopted  a certain 
boundary  ? — We  did. 

80.  Had  you  a committee  to  draw  up  and  arrange 
that  boundary  ? — Yes. 

81.  Can  you  tell  me  the  motives  that  prompted  you 
to  take  the  present  boundary  ? — The  principle  upon 
which  we  went  was  of  getting  certain  known  points, 
points  that  were  known  to  everyone  and  that  ran  in 
straight  lines  in  certain  directions.  The  Fever  Hospital 
gate  was  one,  the  gate  of  the  Erasmus  Smith  school  was 
another,  making  the  boundary  between  two  townlands, 
and  the  river  weir  at  the  cross  roads  another  point,  and 
making  a well  a point,  and  then  straight  lines  from  one 
to  another.  It  was  really  the  best,  well  defined,  well 
known  boundaries  we  selected  without  consideration  as 
far  as  I can  recollect  of  any  other  question. 

82.  You  have  had  no  extension  of  the  boundary 
since  that  time  ? — No,  we  have  had  no  extension  since. 

83.  You  heard  the  question  I asked  Mr.  M'Kay — 
if  the  Commissioners  had  ever  proposed  to  include  the 
whole  of  the  townlands,  portions  of  which  were  now- 
inside  the  boundary.  Tbe  reason  I put  that  question 
is  because  it  is  so  desirable  to  have  a properly  defined 
boundary,  and  much  inconvenience  is  caused  by 
anomalies  in  that  respect.  For  instance,  a point  to  point 
boundary  sometimes  goes  through  the  dining-room  of  a 
man’s  house,  leaving  one  part  of  the  building  inside  and 
the  other  part  outside  the  boundary.  It  is  also  most 
desirable  to  have  permanent  marks  by  means  of  which 
the  boundary  can  be  hereafter  recognised.  You  men- 
tioned the  gate  of  the  Fever  Hospital.  Well, 
supposing  that  gate  was  removed,  how  would  your 
boundary  be  ascertained? — As  to  townlands,  a portion  of 
Glack  is  in  the  town,  and  yet  there  is  another  portion 
of  it  so  far  away  that  it  makes  the  adoption  of  that 
suggestion  undesirable.  Owing  to  the  peculiar  shape 
of  that  townland  it  goes  away  more  than  a mile  from 
the  town,  and  is  rather  narrow  in  one  direction.  I 
think  it  would  not  do  very  well  with  Tully,  nor  is  the 


townland  of  Ravella  of  that  kind  that  it  would  be 
practicable  in  that  case.  Derranober  is  a very  large 
townland,  and  you  would  have  to  take  land  a great 
distance  off  if  you  included  it  in  the  town  boundary. 
On  second  thoughts  Derranober  is  not  intersected  by 
the  municipal  boundary.  All  Derrycush  would  be 
better  to  be  in  the  town. 

83.  Do  you  think  that  the  people  living  in  those 
townlands  derive  advantages  from  the  proximity  of 
the  town  of  Auclinacloy  1— Yes,  great  advantages. 

84.  The  land  is  rendered  more  valuable  ? — There  is 
not  the  least  doubt  of  that. 

85.  If  they  had  to  pay  a one-fourth  rate— if  they 
had  to  pay  a three-halfpenny  rote,  do  you  think  they 
have  advantages  commensurate  with  that  ? — Yes.  It 
would  certainly  apply  to  the  townland  of  Derrycush, 
but  I think  there  are  portions  of  the  other  townlands 
which  are  too  far  from  the  town. 

86.  How  far  does  the  boundary  extend  to  the 

north  1 — Northward  it  only  extends  to  the  Fever 
Hospital  gate,  very  close  to  the  town— for  instance, 
to  the  cow  market,  and  that  extends  to  the  very 
boundary.  , , , , , ,, 

87  How  far  does  the  boundary  extend  to  the  south . 
—On  the  south  it  extends  no  great  distance  either. 
On  the  Monaghan-road,  which  is  south-east,  it  extends 
some  little  way,  but  taking  it  to  the  south  it  is  very 
close  to  the  town,  nearly  to  the  gardens  of  the  town. 

88.  And  how  far  does  it  go  to  the  east  ?— It  goes 
further  out  in  that  direction  than  the  other  directions 

it  goes  to  a greater  distance — to  the  mill  race,  or 

rather  the  lands  of  Mill- view,  and  the  lands  of  a 
person  named  M ‘Mahon,  adjoining.  It  is  not  far, 
certainly  ; not  more  than  twenty  perches  from  where 
the  houses  included  in  the  town  are.  

89  And  to  the  west,  how  far  does  the  town 
extend  ?-And  on  the  west  it  is  not  more  than 
twenty  perches  from  the  houses  m the  town— I suppose 
about  fifteen  perches.  The  boundaries  are  very  narrow 
as  far  as  that  is  concerned. 

90.  Do  you  know  the  electoral  division  1—1  know 

lfc  9L  Do  you  know  it  sufficiently  well  to  he  able  to 

say  that  it  would  be  wholly  impossible  to  adopt  the 

electoral  division  as  the  boundary  for  the  town  ?— It 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


376 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


Aeons aclot.  would  be  a hardship  on  some  of  the  inhabitants  in  the 
July  34,  1879.  fa'.-  off  portions  of  the  electoral  division. 

~ 92.  What  is  the  distance  from  the  most  remote  part 

Sci'>tt.  * IIim  of  the  electoral  division  to  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — 
Not  further  than  two  statute  miles  from  the  centre  of 
the  town.  Without  seeing  the  map  I could  not 
answer  that  question  with  accuracy. 

93.  Do  you  recollect  the  town  when  it  first  came 
under  the  Act? — I do,  very  well. 

94.  Is  it  much  changed  since  then  ? — It  is  changed 
in  two  ways.  It  is  changed  in  the  first  place  in 
that  there  are  better  houses  now  in  the  town  than 
then,  and  in  the  next  place  it  has  become  a most 
peaceful  place  instead  of  being  a riotous  one,  and  all 
through  the  operation  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act. 
And  though  the  town  has  changed  very  much  in  these 
respects,  there  is  not  much  less  of  a population.  In 
1S41  we  had  exactly  1,841  inhabitants,  and  now  there 
are  under  1,500. 

95.  What  sources  of  income  have  the  Town  Com- 
missioners besides  the  rates? — Dog  tax  and  fines. 

96.  Are  there  any  improvements  in  the  town  which 
you  would  carry  out  if  you  had  larger  funds  ? — There 
are  several  connected  with  drainage. 

97.  That  is  a matter  that  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians? — But  there  are  very  many 
others. 

98.  Of  what  nature  ? — Principally  with  respect  to 
the  markets.  There  are  a good  many  that  we  want. 

99.  There  are  a good  many  improvements  that  you 
are  in  need  of? — Yes,  very  many.  We  are  very  badly 
off  as  regards  market  accommodation. 

100.  Are  you  under  the  impression  that  the  sanitary 
work  would  be  better  done  if  it  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  Commissioners  rather  than  under  the  control  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  ? — I am  sure  of  it,  because  it 
is  not  done  at  all.  We  attended  strictly  to  sanitary 
matters  until  they  were  taken  out  of  our  hands.  We 
had  an  inspector  of  nuisances  and  took  a great  deal  of 
ti-ouble  about  it.  There  is  literally  no  use  in  the 
present  system,  and  I may  tell  you  that  I am  intimately 
conversant  with  it. 

101.  Do  you  think  that  you  do  not  get  value  for 
the  money  you  pay  ? — Certainly  not. 

102.  Is  the  town  well  sewered? — No. 

103.  But  there  are  I suppose  some  good  sewers  ? — 
Yes. 

104.  And  are  they  well  looked  after? — Yes;  there 
is  perpetual  flushing  from  the  surface  drains,  and  that 
keeps  them  pretty  clear. 

105.  Are  any  complaints  you  may  have  occasion  to 


make  to  the  Guardians  promptly  attended  to  ?— Well 
I suppose  I may  say  they  are ; but  really  as  a matter 
of  fact  we  do  not  make  many  complaints,  because  w 
know  the  difficulty  there  is  in  carrying  out  what  we 
require. 

106.  How  far  is  the  union  from  here  ?— About  ei<dit 
Irish  miles,  which  is  eleven  and  a half  or  twelve 
Euglish  miles. 

107.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  question  of 
taking  up  the  control  of  sanitary  matters  in  the  town ! 
— Yes,  I have  often  considered  it  personally.  Hare 
you  ever  brought  the  subject  before  your  fellow  Com- 
missioners?— Yes. 

108.  And  was  it  favourably  received? — Yes. 

109.  Have  you  ever  thought  of  the  desirability  of 
taking  up  the  management  of  the  roads? — Yes  we 
have  often  thought  of  it,  but  the  Commissioners  are 
divided  on  that  question. 

1 10.  Do  you  think  you  get  from  the  Grand  Jury 
value  for  the  county  cess  you  pay? — I am  sure  we  do, 

111.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  have 
the  town  under  one  undivided  authority? — I think 
the  work  would  be  better  done,  although  I have  no 
complaint  to  make  of  the  Grand  Jury.  I distinctly 
wish  to  guard  against  being  understood  to  find  fault 
with  the  Grand  Jury.  We  got  a good  deal  of  the 
money  of  the  Grand  Jury — as  much  as  we  are  entitled 
to,  I think.  They  have  made  one  very  important 
drain  for  us — a very  important  sewer. 

112.  Do  you  know  what  the  contributor}'  district 
is  for  sanitary  work  ? — I don’t  know  ; I am  not  able 
to  say.  Although  I am  a member  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  I rarely  go  to  their  meetings. 

113.  Are  their  any  residences  outside  the  present 
municipal  boundary? — The  archdeaconry  is  a very  fine 
house.  That  is  the  only  place  which  could  with  any 
reason  be  brought  into  the  municipal  boundary. 

114.  I suppose  there  is  no  tendency  to  build  out- 
side the  boundary  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  municipal 
rates  ?-  None  whatever. 

115.  Do  you  think  any  building  that  is  likely  to  go 
on  for  some  time  to  come  will  be  inside  the  present 
municipal  boundary  ? — I think  so. 

116.  And  there  is  sufficient  land  for  that? — I think 
there  is. 

117.  Still  the  lands  outside  the  present  boundary 
are  rendered  more  valuable  by  reason  of  the  proximity 
of  the  town  ? — Certainly. 

118.  Is  there  anything  you  would  wish  to  add  hear- 
ing on  the  subject  of  this  inquiry?  I think  not ; I think 
you  have  worked  out  all  the  points. 


Mr.  Peter  Sullivan,  examined. 


119.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  are  a Town  Com- 
missioner 1 — I am.  And  I understand  you  have  some 
property  outside  the  present  boundary  C~  Yes,  a little. 

120.  In  which  direction? — Both  in  the  south  and 
in  the  west. 

121.  Of  what  nature  is  your  property  ? — Buildings. 

122.  And  what  is  the  nature  of  the  land  you  hold  ? 
— Pasture  and  farming  both. 

123.  And  do  you  bring  in  your  produce  for  sale  at 
the  market  in  the  town  here? — Yes. 

124.  And  is  not  your  land  more  valuable  from  the 

fact  of  its  being  situated  close  to  the  town  ? Well  it 

is,  to  a certain  extent. 

125.  Bearing  in  mind  that  it  would  be  desirable 
to  have  a well  defined  boundary,  would  you  object 
if  the  whole  of  the  townland  was  included,  which 

would  bring  you  within  the  municipal  limits? I 

believe  that  would  make  it  too  large  a boundary. 

126.  Have  yon  any  objection  to  the  manner  in 
•which  the  Town  Commissioners  carry  on  their  work  ? 
— I have  not. 

127.  Then  you  would  not  mind  being  under  their 
rule  ? — It  is  not  with  reference  to  that  that  I would 


object  to  the  extension  you  refer  to,  hut  I would 
not  put  all  the  townlands  into  the  boundary,  because 
that  would  have  the  effect  of  making  it  too  large. 

128.  The  only  reason  then  that  you  give  for  not 
wishing  to  be  included,  is  that  if  the  townlands  were 
brought  in,  it  would  make  the  boundary  too  large, 
hut  you  would  have  uo  objection  to  be  under  the  rule 
of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — Oh  no  ; I would  not. 

129.  Don’t  you  think  you  derive  exceptional  advan- 
tages from  being  so  close  to  the  town  1 — T think  so. 

130.  But  you  object  to  any  extension  of  the 
boundary  ? — I think  it  is  large  enough.  There  is 
quite  enough  of  building  ground. 

131.  Is  there  any  tendency  to  build  in  the  direction 
in  which  your  property  is  situate  ? — 'Not  much. 

132.  Still  you  have  heard  that  if  there  was  a larger 
boundary  and  all  those  townlands  were  token  in,  and 
there  was  an  increased  valuation  for  the  Commissioners 
to  strike  a rate  on,  the  Commissioners  would  have 
more  funds  at  their  disposal  to  enable  them  to  carry 
out  improvements  which  they  are  now  prevented  from 
effecting  ? — I don’t  think  there  would  be  much  gained 
by  it,  for  there  are  not  many  houses  in  it. 
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13.3.  Do  you  think  that  the  boundary  of  the  boundary  be  opposed  to  being  brought  in?— I don’t  acghxacloy. 
electoral  division  would  be  too  large  to  adopt  as  the  know.  Ju,y  ,4  lgJ9 

municipal  boundary  1— Indeed  I am  quite  sure  it  135.  They  have  no  objection  to  avail  themselves  of  — 

would.  The  electoral  division  extends,  I suppose  the  town,  but  they  don’t  like  to  be  rated  for  it  ? Yes,  Sullivan* 

nearly  three  miles  from  the  town.  I think  you  may  assume  that  that  statement  is  per-  U ' 

134.  "Would  the  people  living  outside  the  present  fectly  true. 


Mi-.  Samuel  M'Caffret  examined.  „ . 

31 r.  bamue. 

136.  Mr.  Robinson.— You  are  a Town  Commis-  148.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  fair  to  rate  those  M-Coffrev. 

sioner  also,  I understand  ? — I am.  people  just  outside  the  town  who  come  in  and  avail 

137.  Do  you  think  that  the  sanitary  work  of  this  themselves  of  the  markets,  roads,  schools,  lights,  and 

town  would  be  better  managed  in  your  own  hands  ? — soforth  of  the  town — to  rate  them  at  the  one-fourth 
I do,  sir.  rate  ? — I question  if  it  would  be  justice  to  them.  Such 

138.  And  do  you  think  that  there  arc  no  improve-  a proceeding  might  be  of  advantage  to  the  people  of  the 

ments  wanted  in  the  town  ? — I presume  that,  sanitary  town,  but  I do  not  believe  they  would  derive  much 
improvements  are  what  are  most  essential  to  the  benefit.  My  impression  is  that  persons  who  live  con- 
town.  venient  to  the  town  have  not  much  more  recourse  to  it 

139.  And  you  think  that  if  you  were  the  sanitary  than  persons  living  at  agreater  distance, in  a certain  way. 

authority,  you  would  carry  out  certain  improvements  149.  Is  it  not  the  fact  in  the  ease  of  the  people  who 
which  the  guardians  are  not  doing  at  present  ? — I think  live  close  to  the  town  that  their  land  is  rendered  more 
we  would  have  a better  supply  of  water.  valuable  ? — I have  some  doubts  about  that,  for  this 

140.  And  have  you  not  a good  water-supply? — reason — that  I think  our  markets  ai-e  not  such  as  to 

We  have  not.  draw  people  to  them  from  a considerable  distance, 

141.  What  is  the  supply  obtained  from  at  present?  owing  to  causes  which  I cannot  here  explain. 

—We  have  pumps  in  the  town,  and  also  wells,  and  150.  What  are  the  causes — would  it  be  difficult  to 
liotli  are  inadequate  to  give  the  supply  required.  explain  them  ? — One  of  the  causes  is  that  our  markets 


142.  May  I ask  you  has  the  water  been  analysed  ? 
— I cannot  say,  but  it  is  known  to  be  bad. 

143.  And  is  dissatisfaction  felt  by  the  people  at  not 
having  a proper  water-supply  ? — The  supply  is  very 
unsatisfactory,  and  there  is  a stoppage  by  a foul  in  a 
great  many  cases,  and  there  is  no  means  of  getting 
it  remedied  as  quickly  as  would  be  essential  I believe. 

144.  Have  you  facilities  for  getting  a better  supply  1 
— I could  not  answer  that  question.  The  pumps  are 
very  good — what  there  are  of  them,  but  there  is  too 
much  difficulty  in  getting  water  from  them. 

145.  Are  there  any  drains  near  the  wells,  or  grave- 
yards, with  offensive  matter  percolating  through  the 
soil  ? — I believe  there  are  drains  which  are  not  properly 
fenced,  so  as  to  prevent  a certain  amount  of  surface 
nuisance. 

146.  Do  you  know  the  town  well? — I have  some 
local  knowledge  of  it. 

1 47.  Do  you  coincide  with  the  views  expressed  by 
Mr.  Sullivan  and  Dr.  Scott  that  there  are  likely  to  be 
no  buildings  outside  the  present  limits  of  the  town  for 
some  time  to  come  ? — If  you  take  the  future  as  the 
past,  I think  there  is  not.  I don’t  think  there  is  a 
probability  of  there  being  much  extension  for  a time,  at 
all  events,  in  buildings. 


are  not  in  a satisfactory  state.  There  are  a good  many 
complaints  concerning  them,  and  the  people  say  that 
they  prefer  going  to  other  markets. 

151.  To  Ologlier,  I suppose? — Yes. 

152.  Do  you  think  that  one  of  the  results  would  be 
— if  the  boundary  was  extended,  and  you  had  an  in- 
creased valuation  on  which  to  strike  rates — that 
you  would  have  more  income  to  spend  on  the  repair  and 
improvement  of  the  markets  ? — It  strikes  me  that  that 
source  of  income  should  arise  from  the  town  itself,  and  I 
don’t  think  it  would  be  fail-  to  tax  people  outside  the 
town  for  the  purpose. 

153.  I thiuk,  in  reference  to  the  people  who  live 
far  away,  that  if  the  markets  here  are  repaired  for  the 
convenience  of  them  that  they  should  also  contribute 
towards  such  expenditure  ? — I say  that  the  person  who 
lives  at  three  miles  distance  from  the  town  frequents 
it  as  often  as  the  person  who  resides  only  two  miles 
away.  I say  as  regards  any  person  who  lives  within 
two  miles  of  the  town,  that  I do  not  see  why  he 
should  be  taxed  if  he  does  not  derive  any  more  benefit 
than  a person  at  five  miles  distance. 

154.  Have  you  any  other  observations  to  add  to 
your  evidence,  or  any  suggestions  to  make? — No;  I 
think  yon  have  already  received  testimony  strong 
enough  in  reference  to  the  sanitary  matter. 


Mr.  Joseph  Abraham  examined.  Mr.  Jo«ph 

155.  Mr.  Robinson. — Do  you  think  the  present  generally  a flourishing  town,  but  is  somewhat  at  a 

boundary  requires  alteration? — I think  not.  standstill  at  present? — Yes. 

156.  Have  you  been  living  in  the  town  for  some  158.  You  think  the  boundary  is  large  enough  for 

time  ? — Yes.  all  purposes  ? — Yes. 

157.  The  town  is,  as  far  as  I can  understand, 


Dr.  Scott  re 

159.  Mr.  Robinson. — I understand  you  wish  to  add 
something  to  your  evidence? — Yes.  In  reference  to 
the  water  supply,  I would  not  wish  that  there  should 
be  any  misapprehension  from  what  Mr.  M'Caffrey  said. 
There  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  in  the  world  that 
there  is  anj  thing  injurious  in  our  pumps.  That  is 
simply  impossible,  as  there  is  no  sewer  or  sewers  near 
the  wells.  I think  his  observations  referred  to  a well 
in  low  ground.  There  are  no  impurities  in  the  water 
as  far  as  my  rough  analysis  would  lead  me  to  form  an 
opinion — nothing  except  lime  to  a most  prodigious 
extent.  There  is  nothing  about  the  supply  except  that 
you  are  drinking  simply  lime  mixed  with  water.  Our 
wells  are  very  deep — two  of  them  something  over 
sixty-five  feet.  I am  not  quite  sure,  but  it  must  be 
something  near  that;  judging  from  my  own  pump. 

I think  it  must  be  that  depth.  It  is  impossible 


-examined. 

that  those  pumps  could  be  contaminated  in  any  way 
except  something  is  thrown  into  the  wells  from  above. 
The  supply  is,  however,  I must  say,  very  imperfect 
and  by  no  means  continual  in  hot  weather ; but  we 
have  not  suffered  in  that  respect  this  year  as  yet.  Last 
summer  we  were  at  a standstill  altogether.  I may 
mention  that  the  town  is  an  exceedingly  healthy  one, 
and  has  a singularly  low  death-rate. 

160.  In  the  event  of  your  becoming  the  sanitary 
authority,  do  you  think  if  you  had  an  increase  of  the 
funds  in  consequence  of  an  extension  of  the  boundary 
you  would  apply  the  additional  income  so  obtained  to 
the  improvement  of  the  water  supply?— I should 
advise  such  a course  certainly. 

161.  Mr.  A braham.  —And  I would  go  in  for  that  too. 

[The  inquiry  then  terminated.] 

3 C 


I>r.  William 
Scott. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


378 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


Ballinasloe  BALLINASLOE— 2hd  OCTOBER,  1879. 

Oct.  S,  1873. 

— (Before  Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson.) 


Mr.  Edward 
E.  Stacie. 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Stacie  examined. 


1.  You  are  the  Town  Clerk  of  Ballinasloe? — Yes. 

2.  Do  you  hold  any  other  appointment  under  the 

Town  Commissioners? — I am  Clerk  of  the  Gas  Com- 
pany. I am  fifteen  years  connected  with  the  Town 
Council.  ° 

3.  Were  you  residing  in  Ballinasloe  before  that? — 
A short  time. 

4.  Under  what  Act  is  it  constituted  ? — The  Towns 
Improvement  Act  of  1854. 

5.  Was  it  under  any  Act  previous  to  that  ? — Yes ; 
the  9tli  Geo.  IV. 

6 In  what  respect  did  the  boundary  of  the  9th  of 
Geo.  IV.  differ  from  the  present? — I think  it  was  a 
smaller  boundary. 

7.  Do  you  know  in  what  way  exactly  it  differed  ? — 

Well,  Garbally  House  was  excluded  under  the  old 
Act— now  it  is  included.  * 

8.  What  was  the  original  boundai-y3 — This  is  a 
copy  of  it  (produced). 

9.  Since  the  town  came  under  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act  has  there  been  any  extension? — No. 

10.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town? — 4,228a.  15p. 

1 1 . Does  it  include  entire  townlands  ? — It  takes  in 
fourteen  whole  townlands,  and  portions  of  seven. 

1 2.  It  goes  right  through  Garbally  demesne  ? — Yes. 

13.  What  is  the  population  ? — In  1871,  it  was 
4,619. 

1 4.  Then  you  are  not  the  urban  sanitary  authority  ? 
— No. 

15.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  trade  of  the  town, 
would  you  say  it  is  increasing — would  you  say  it  is 
increasing  in  population  ? — It  has  increased  during  the 
past  ten  years. 

16.  Will  the  census  of  1881  show  an  increase,  do 
you  think  ? — I think  not. 

17.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  township? — 
£8,909  9s. 

18.  On  how  much  of  that  is  the  full  rate  assessed  ? 
— On  £5,200,  and  the  balance  the  one-fourth. 

19.  What  does  your  full  rate  produce  ? — 
£260  19s.  Id. 

20.  What  is  the  full  rate  ? — Is. 

21.  You  have  always  struck  the  full  rate? — Yes; 
since  1874. 

22.  What  other  source  of  income  have  you,  besides 
fines  from  Petty  Sessions  Court  and  dog  tax? — We 
get  a moiety  of  Petty  Sessions  fines. 

23.  Have  you  any  works? — We  have  gasworks. 

24.  When  were  they  commenced? — They  were 
started  in  1841  by  shareholders.  They  were,  how- 
ever, bought  out  from  time  to  time,  and  the  only  one 
who  has  any  money  in  it  now  is  Lord  Olancarty.  Hie 
Commissioners,  who  have  been  managing  it,  out  of  the 
profits  arising  from  the  gasworks,  bought  out  the 
shareholders. 

25.  Is  the  town  well  lighted?— Yes ; with  forty- 
seven  lamps,  lighted  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  when 
the  night  requires  it. 

26.  It  is  not  restricted  to  particular  months,  as  is 
the  case  in  some  towns  ? — No. 

27.  Is  the  town  divided  into  wards  ? — No. 

28.  How  many  Commissioners  are  there? — Fifteen. 

29.  In  what  electoral  division  is  it? — Portion  in 
the  county  Galway,  in  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Ballinasloe,  Creagh  and  Roscommon. 

30.  The  entire  of  the  portion  south  of  the  river  is 
not  in  the  Creagh  division  ?— No.  All  west  of  the 
river  is  in  the  county  Galway ; all  east  of  the  river  in 
Roscommon. 

31.  Would  the  extension  asked*in  the  replies  to  our 

queries  cut  into  another  electoral  division  ? No. 

32.  How  far  does  tho  electoral  division  of  Ballina- 


sloe extend  on  the  south  ? — I don’t  know,  but  it  is 
a long  distance — miles. 

33.  And  on  the  north  ? — I am  not  quite  sure. 

34.  Have  you  the  area  and  valuation  of  these 
electoral  divisions? — Yes. 

35.  Give  them,  please? — Creagh,  8,563a.  2r.  29p. 
valuation,  £4,730  3s.;  Ballinasloe,  7,272a.  2r.  24p  ’ 
valuation,  £9,973  17s. 

1 JJ6.  Do  you  know  the  population  of  Creagh?— 

37.  And  of  Ballinasloe  ? — 4,823. 

38.  Do  you  know  the  poor  rates  ? — No ; I do  not. 

39.  Do  you  know  of  any  special  sanitary  rate  having 
been  struck  ?— No ; there  has  been  no  special  rate  for 
sanitary  purposes. 

40.  Are  any  sanitary  works  carried  on  in  your 
town  ? — No ; except  a small  thing. 

41.  Are  they  paid  for  out  of  the  general  rate  of  the 
entire  union  ?— Yes. 

42.  Do  you  know  the  county  cess? — I think  it  was 
10£d  or  10|d. — that  is  my  impression— for  the  half 
year. 

43.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 
question  of  becoming  the  sanitary  authority? — Yes; 
they  would  like  it,  but  according  to  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment they  would  require  to  pay  the  officers. 

44.  Had  they  that  in  view — the  desire  of  becoming 
the  sanitary  authority — in  asking  for  this  extension? 
—No. 

45.  Are  sanitary  improvements  required  in  the 
town  ? — The  town  is  in  a tolerably  good  state,  so  far 
as  that  is  concerned. 

46.  Are  there  any  improvements  the  Commissioners 
would  carry  out  if  they  had  an  increased  income?— I 
don’t  know. 

47.  I understand  the  Commissioners  do  not  ask  this 
two-mile  extension  because  they  want  increased  income, 
but  rather  because  they  wish  to  have  a better  defined 
boundary  ? — They  think  the  boundary  is  too  irregular, 
and  that  the  people  living  outside  derive  benefits  from 
being  near  the  town,  for  which  they  ought  fairly  to 
pay. 

48.  Do  they  consider  that  people  living  two  miles 
out,  derive  benefits  from  the  town  ? — Yes. 

49.  Do  they  think  that  it  is  the  people  living  outside 
who  support  the  town? — Of  course  they  have  an 
influence  on  the  town. 

50.  Were  the  Commissioners  aware  when  they  were 
seeking  this  extension  that  they  were  proposing  what 
would  only  give  them  a very  small  increase  of  income, 
probably  only  £6  or  £10? — Well,  indeed,  my  own 
opinion  was  that  it  would  only  be  about  £10,  but  the 
opinion  of  the  gentleman  moving  in  the  matter  was 
that  there  would  be  £50. 

51.  This  proposed  extension  would  not,  I presume, 
enable  them  to  carry  out  any  improvements  they 
cannot  do  now? — I think  not,  they  could  become 
the  sanitary  authority  by  putting  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  motion. 

52.  Has  the  question  of  becoming  the  authority  over 
the  roads  ever  been  discussed? — It  has  been  spoken 
of. 

53.  Is  it  the  opinion  of  the  Board  they  will  be  likely 
to  seek  it  hereafter  ? — I don’t  think  so. 

54.  Have  you  ever  heard  the  opinion  of  the  rate- 
payers on  the  subject? — No,  I have  not. 

55.  Have  you  heard  the  opinion  of  the  people  out- 
side as  to  extension? — Well,  there  are  so  few  to  be 
brought  in. 

56.  How  many  would  it  bring  in? — Well,  I cannot 
say  exactly,  but  I can  give  you  an  idea.  There  are 
two  tolerably  good  houses. 
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57.  Would  it  bring  in  any  persons  qualified  to  vote  ? 
-Yes. 

58.  Are  any  buildings  going  on  outside  the  town  ? 
—No. 

59.  Is  the  town  itself  extending? — Not  very  much. 
A few  years  ago  some  four  or  five  very  good  houses 
were  put  up. 

60.  I should  have  asked  you  to  read  the  recom- 


mendation of  the  Commissioners  so  as  to  have  it  on  the 
notes  ? — 

“That  after  examining  the  boundary  map  of  Baffin  asloe, 
the  I own  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  present 
boundary  is  a most  irregular  one,  and  believe  that  the  most 
equitable  mode  of  defining  same  would  be  by  a circle  drawn 
from  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  extending  two  miles  from 
thence.” 


The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Clancarty  examined. 


61.  What  is  your  view  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  extension? — I am  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Town  Commissioners,  and  I did  not  know 
the  question  was  to  be  raised  until  I heard  some 
rumour  of  it  some  days  ago.  I was,  in  fact,  not  made 
aware  that  the  meeting  was  to  be  held,  and,  conse- 
quently, I was  not  here,  so  that  I have  only  been  able 
within  the  last  few  minutes  to  gather  the  views  of 
those  who  were  here.  But,  in  my  opinion,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  alteration  of  the  boundary  was  answered  in 
the  negative — that  there  was  no  necessity  for  it — and 
I do  not  myself  see  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  it. 
I do  not  see  that  there  is  any  extra  work  being  done  by 
the  Town  Commissioners,  and  some  of  the  work  we 


had  has  been  taken  from  us.  If  we  had  any  extra 
work  to  do  them  might  be  reason  for  altering  the 
boundary,  which  has  existed,  I think,  since  the  passing 
of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  or  since  its  adoption 
by  this  town.  I must  say  I do  not  see  any  special 
reason  for  altering  it  now.  Besides,  if  there  were 
grounds  stated  on  which  it  deemed  necessary  to  have 
such  a change  effected,  and  that  these  grounds  were 
presented  to  the  Government  there  is  power,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  en- 
abling us  to  have  it  done.  It  cannot  make  much  differ- 
ence to  me  personally.  I pay  heavily  towards  the 
taxes  of  the  town  at  present. 


Mr.  Thomas  Carroll  examined. 


62.  The  extension  of  the  boundaries  was  first,  sug- 
gested by  me.  My  first  reason  was  the  belief  that  those 
who  would  be  brought  in  by  that  extension  derived 
exceptional  advantages  from  their  being  near  the  town. 
They  frequent  the  town  almost  every  day.  Those 
people  have  the  benefit  of  the  markets,  and  derive  the 
great  advantage  of  the  high  price  they  must  obtain  for 
all  their  marketable  produce  in  the  town.  The  imposi- 
tion of  a tax  would  only  reach  3d.  in  the  pound.  Another 
reason  is  the  fact  of  the  very  great  inequality  of  the 
boundary,  and  the  necessity  of  extending  it  over  a 
larger  area,  so  that  the  taxation  may  be,  after  a little, 
lightened  on  the  townspeople,  who,  for  thirty  years, 
have  been  at  the  maximum  rate  of  Is.  in  the  pound — 
never  less  than  that.  If  the  people  living  outside  are 
asked  to  contribute  towards  reducing  this  maximum 
rate,  it  will  be  only  just  and  right.  There  is  another 
reason  why  I would  be  an  advocate.  The  new  area — 
namely,  that  we  would  in  all  probability  increase  our 
population,  so  as  to  bring  it  up  to  the  number  necessary 
in  future  to  enable  us  to  have  the  sanitary  laws  carried 
out  by  the  Town  Commissioners. 

63.  Are  you  aware  that  it  does  not  depend  upon  you 
being  up  to  the  number  of  6,000  to  enable  you  to 
obtain  these  powers;  and  that,  under  the  seventh 
section  of  the  Act,  you  may,  by  a provisional  order, 
obtain  the  jurisdiction  in  sanitary  matters  ? — I did  not 
know  that. 

64.  Are  there  any  improvements  yon  think  you  would 

carry  out  if  you  had  these  increased  powers? — I think 
there  is  one  very  great  improvement,  suggested  some 
time  ago  by  our  chairman,  Lord  Clancarty — the  adop- 
tion of  water  works 

65.  Yes ; but  that  is  a sanitary  matter.  Is  there 
anything  under  your  own  jurisdiction,  in  the  way  of 
lighting  say,  that  you  would  be  inclined  to  carry  out  ? 
— No ; unless  we  had  the  sanitary  work  in  our  own 
hands. 

66.  Then  you  don’t  propose  to  confer  additional 
benefit  on  them,  but  to  tax  the  people  whom  you 
bring  in  for  the  benefits  they  receive  at  the  present  ? — 
Precisely. 

67.  And  you  consider  that  they  do  derive  excep- 
tional advantages  from  their  proximity  to  the  town  1— 
Yes. 

68.  But  does  not  the  money  that  they  get  for  their 
produce  find  its  way  into  the  pockets  of  the  tax-payers 
of  the  town  1 — No. 

69.  The  town  is  not  self-supporting  ? — No,  hut  there 


is  a mutual  advantage ; but  at  the  same  time  I think 
that  the  advantages  we  confer  on  those  outside  and 
within  the  limits  of  the  proposed  extension  more  than 
counterbalances  the  advantages  the  town  derives  from 
those  outside. 

70.  You  think  the  advantage  leans  on  your  own 
side  ? — Yes  ; that  is,  it  is  conferred  to  a larger  extent 
on  those  outside  by  us. 

71.  Wliat  would  you  say  are  the  advantages  they  de- 
rive ? — They  have  the  light  of  forty  or  forty-two  lamps, 
lighted  seven  or  eight  months  in  the  year. 

72.  Are  the  markets  held  early  or  late  ? — They  vary. 
It  depends  on  when  the  people  bring  in  their  market- 
able produce,  except  corn — that  is,  at  eleven  o’clock. 

73.  Your  chief  reason,  I take  it,  or  one  of  your  chief 
reasons,  for  wishing  this  extension,  is  that  it  would  be 
the  cause  of  lightening  the  taxation  of  the  people  within 
the  town  ? — Yes. 

74.  Is  there  any  municipal  debt  at  present  contracted 
by  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — Yes,  we  are  in  debt. 

75.  To  what  extent?— Mr.  Strode. — £1,300. 
There  is  £1,000  due  to  Lord  Clancarty — having  for 
his  security  a second  claim  on  the  gasworks.  There 
is  then  due  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  account  No.  2,  £300, 
having  as  security  a first  claim  on  the  gasworks.  The 
over  draft  in  bank  on  current  account  No.  1 is 
£415  9s.  2 d. ; credit.  No.  3 account,  £33  3s.  9 d. ; 
leaving  £382  5s.  5 J.  due  on  current  accounts. 

Examination  of  Mr.  Carroll  resumed. 

76.  Are  there  any  building  operations  likely  to  ex- 
tend outside  of  the  present  area  i— I am  not  aware. 

77.  Is  there  sufficient  land  available  within  the 
present  limits  for  building  for  some  time  to  come  ?— 
Yes. 

78.  And  do  the  people  who  carry  on  business  in 
the  town  mostly  live  in  their  places  of  business,  or  do 
they  live  outside  ?— They  generally  live  in  their  places 
of  business. 

79.  The  lands  you  propose  to  include  by  the  two- 
mile  extension  are  they  mostly  owned  by  people  re- 
siding in  the  town?— No  ; on  the  contrary,  they  are 
nearly  all  held  by  people  living  outside  the  present 
boundary. 

80.  Have  you  considered  what  the  annual  increment 
to  the  town  funds  would  be  by  this  extension  ?— Not 
much.  It  would  not  be  more  than  £50  a year. 

81.  There  appears  to  me— looking  at  the  Ordnance 

map to  be  a large  amount  of  bog  land  in  the  districts 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Baclin- a.>z.ox. 
vet.  t,  1879. 

Mr.  Edward 
E.  Stacie. 


The  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of 
Clancarty 


Sir.  Thomas 
Carroll. 


380 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


■Bauikasloe. 

Oct.  2,  1879. 

Mr.  Thomas 
Carroll. 


you  propose  to  bring  in,  have  you  made  any  calcula- 
tion. of  tlie  acreage  or  valuation  of  the  proposed  added 
areal — No. 

82.  Are  you  in  favour  of  this  hard  and  fast  bound- 
ary of  a circle,  or  would  you  not  prefer  to  have  a 
definition  by  fences  or  something  of  that  sort? — I 
would  prefer  a circle. 

83.  Are  you  aware  that  such  a hard  and  fast  bound- 
ary is  very  inconvenient ; for  instance,  it  may  cut 
through  a man’s  house — you  might  have  a man’s . 
dining-room  in  and  another  part  of  the  building  out- 
side the  limits  ? — In  that  case  I would  take  in  the 
entire  house.  I would  take  a circle  unless  it  was  in- 
terfered with  by  a house. 

84.  Were  you  a Commissioner  when  the  town  came 
under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? — I was  a Com- 
missioner at  the  time  the  Commissioners  applied  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  for  the  adoption  of  the  Act  under 
which  they  at  present  act.  At  the  election  that  en- 
sued I did  not  become  a Commissioner. 

85.  Were  you  aware  what  steps  the  Commissioners 
took  to  determine  the  boundaries  of  the  town  ?— No  j 
for  I did  not  become  a Town  Commissioner. 

86.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Commissioners  now 
could  obtain  by  Provisional  Order  the  sanitary  powers 
and  control  over  the  roads,  bridges,  he.  ? — We  are  not 
at  all  satisfied  with  the  execution  of  the  sanitary  law ; 
it  would  be  better  under  the  supervision  of  the  Town 


Commissioners,  and  it  would  be  a great  advantage  t 
the  township  too  if  we  got  control  over  the  roads’ 

87.  You  are  of  opinion  then  that  theundividedautho 
rity  of  the  town  of  Ballinasloe  should  be  vested  in  tie 
Town  Commissioner's  ? — Yes. 


88.  Is  there  any  probability  of  the  Commissioners 
applying  hereafter  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
those  which  the  206th  sectiou  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  of  last  session  gives  you?— The  matter  was 
under  consideration,  and  some  time  ago  application 
was  made  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  I think  they 
would  permit  us  to  superintend  the  action  of  the 
sanitary  authority,  but  would  not  give  us  the  disposal 
of  the  mouey.  The  Board  of  Town  Commissioners 
were  then  and  are  still  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage  if  we  had  the  sanitary  laws  in  our 
control. 

89.  Then  you  would  be  in  favour  of  bavin"  this 
larger  area  on  which  to  assess  your  rates  ? — Yes. 

90.  Have  you  any  property  outside  the  present 
boundai-y? — None. 

91.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  ascertainin'' 
the  feelings  of  the  ratepayers  ? — It  has  been  talked  of 
since  the  receipt  of  your  communication,  and  I have 
not  heard  that  there  was  any  one  who  was  indisposed 
to  adopt  the  project.  I heard  that  Mr.  Lancaster 
would  oppose  it,  and  Mr.  Kilmartin.  I may  remark 
that  the  Commissioners  are  gas  manufacturers. 


Mr.  John 
Ward. 


Mr.  John  Ward  examined. 


92.  Are  you  a Town  Commissioner  1 — Yes. 

93.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Ballinasloe? — 
For  the  last  twenty  years. 

94.  Do  you  believe  the  town  is  increasing  or 
diminishing  in  population  1 — I believe  it  has  increased 
for  the  last  seven  or  eight  years,  but  I think . there 
was  a decrease  before  that. 

95.  Do  you  think  the  census  of  1881  will  show  an 
increase  or  decrease  as  compared  with  that  of  1871? — 
I think  an  increase. 

96.  Are  there  any  building  operations  going  on 
within  the  town  ? — Not  many. 

97.  Are  there  a better  class  of  houses  being  built 
than  formerly? — The  improvement  is  in  that  di- 
rection. 

98.  Are  there  any  unoccupied  houses  in  the  town 
at  present  ? — Very  few. 

99.  Were  you  present  when  the  question  of  ex- 
tension was  discussed  in  the  first  instance  ? — Yes,  I 
was. 

100.  When  the  queries  were  transmitted? — Yes. 

101.  The  Commissioners  then  were  unanimously  in 
favour  of  leaving  the  town  as  it  was? — Yes,  not 
having  that  map  before  us  I for  one  supposed  that 
that  line  was  certain,  and  on  that  condition  I agreed, 
but  had  I known  it  was  drawn,  not  only  in  that 
irregular  manner,  but  seemingly  partial  manner,  I 
would  not  have  agreed  to  it. 

102.  Are  you  aware  of  the  inconvenience  of  a cir- 
cular hard  and  fast  line  ? — I am — of  coming  through 
houses. 

103.  Or  through  a holding — through  a field?— 
I don’t  think  that  is  a great  inconvenience — going 


across  a field,  but  it  certainly  would  be  going  through 
houses. 

104.  Do  you  contemplate  a considerable  increase 
of  income  by  this  extension? — Yes,  to  some  extent. 

105.  To  what  extent? — I would  say  between  J30 
and  .£40.  I was  never  aware  before  last  Tuesday 
what  our  present  boundaries  were,  I always  thought 
our  boundaiy  was  circular. 

106.  Were  yon  aware  of  the  7th  section  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  enabling  you  to  become  by  pro- 
visional order  the  sanitary  authority  ? — I am  now. 

107.  Were  yon  aware  of  it  at  the  time  of  the  meet- 
ing ? — No. 

108.  Then  am  I to  understand  it  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  easing  the  rate  on  the  town  that  you  favour 
the  purposed  extension  ? — Yes,  and  of  equalizing  the 
boundary. 

109.  You  heard  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Can-oil? 
—Yes. 

110.  Do  you  concur  with  him? — Yes,  and  as  to 
the  desirability  of  having  this  Board  the  Sanitary 
Board  I think  it  ought  to  be.  I am  a member  of  the 
Sanitary  Board  of  which  Lord  Clancarty  is  chairman, 
and  since  that  Act  was  passed  we  were  paying  Id.  in 
the  pound  in  carrying  it  out,  and  there  was  nothing 
at  all  done,  the  town  was  neglected.  I again  and 
again  called  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the 
fact. 

111.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  sanitary  improve- 
ments most  required  ? — Sewerage.  The  sewerage  wa? 
neglected — stagnation  of  pools,  absence  of  privies,  and 
soforth. 


Mr.  Garrett 


Mr.  Garrett  Larkin  examined. 


112.  You  are  a member  of  the  Town  Board? — Yes. 
1 was  chairman  on  the  last  day,  and  I have  really 
notlring  to  say  in  addition  to  what  has  been  put 
forward.  I indorse  the  expressions  of  Mr.  Ward,  mid 
Mr.  Carroll.  They  speak  my  sentiments. 

113.  You  have  made  no  calculation  as  to  the  pro- 


bable number  of  voters  to  be  brought  in  ? — No.  I was 
struck  on  the  last  day  when  that  map  was  produced, 
by  the  inequality  of  the  boundary,  and  I saw  that 
some  people  were  left  out  and  that  ought  to  be  brought 
in. 
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Sir.  M'Cienaghan  examined. 


Ballin' a-loe. 


114.  Are  you  in  favour  of  extension? — Yes.  I re- 
side in  the  town. 

115.  To  the  extent  proposed  by  the  Commissioners, 
are  you  in  favour  of  their  suggestion  ? — No ; I think 


the  electoral  division  would  be  a good  boundary  lor  0et±ls:v- 
sanitary  purposes.  Mr.  * 

116.  You  are  aware  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  SI'(-leiiachan- 
can  assess  any  district  they  like  for  sanitary  purposes 
as  a contributory  district  1—  Yes. 


Mr.  Frederick  J. 

117.  What  is  your  view  on  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
posed extension  ? — I refused  to  accede  to  the  proposal 
on  principle,  because  when  the  Commissioners  got 
your  queries  they  decided  that  an  extension  was  not 
necessary,  and  I did  not  -wish  to  undo  that — in  fact  I 


Harpur  examined. 

did  not  think  it  was  legal  to  do  so,  hut  as  an  individual 
I would  be  glad  of  an  extension  if  there  was  any 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  it,  but  I do  not  see  that 
there  is. 


Mr.  Frederick 


Captain  Thornhill  examined. 


US.  I have  a place  of  business  in  the  town  that 
pays  town  rates,  and  I have  a place  outside. 

119.  This  extension  would  include  the  place  where 
you  live? — Yes ; I believe  so,  but  I am  not  aware 
what  the  extension  is. 

120.  It  is  a hard  and  fast  circle  of  two  miles  from 
the  centre? — I cannot  understand  wbat  on  earth  good 
or  benefit  it  would  be  to  me — on  the  contrary. 

121.  They  don’t  say  they  propose  to  confer  any 
benefit,  but  to  tax  you  for  the  advantages  you  now  enjoy, 
and  for  which  you  contribute  nothing,  so  far  as  your 
premises  outside  are  concerned? — I am  111  yards  off, 
I cannot  see  the  lamps  from  it,  aud  I cannot  see  what 
benefit  I derive. 

122.  You  come  into  the  town  ? — Yes. 

123.  And  spend  your  money  in  it? — Yes. 

124.  Do  you  sell  anything  in  it? — Yes ; I am  agent 
for  Messrs.  Guinness  and  Co.  in  Ballinasloe. 

125.  You  consider  then  that  the  advantages  are 
mutual — you  spend  money  in  the  town  .and  make  use 
of  it? — Yes. 


126.  And  you  object  to  be  taxed  simply  to  ease  the 
pockets  of  the  ratepayers  ? — Yes. 

127.  Would  any  improvements  in  the  town  be  a 
benefit  to  you  ? — None  whatever. 

128.  If  the  town  was  well  lighted  and  sewered  ? — 
But  it  is  well  lighted. 

129.  Lord  Glancarty. — I wish  to  say  a word  or  two. 
There  is  a great  deal  of  bog  land,  and  there  are  a great 
many  tenants  not  at  all  rich,  I am  sorry  to  say,  and 
who  certainly  would  not  be  benefited  by  any  increase 
in  taxation,  under  the  extension  which  would  bring 
them  in.  Another  matter  is  this,  Mr.  Lancaster’s  house 
is  on  one  side  of  the  road,  and  Mr.  Bell’s  is  on  the 
other,  now  Mr.  Bell’s  would  be  taxed  and  Mr.  Lan- 
caster’s would  not.  I cannot  see  why  that  should  be. 
I do  not  want  to  tax  either.  Mr.  Lancaster’s  house 
would  not  be  included,  but  Iris  land  is.  There  would 
not  be  many  houses  brought  in,  and  they  would  be 
mostly  small  ones.  As  I said  before  T am  against  any 
alteration  of  the  present  boundary.  I fail  entirely  to  see 
that  there  is  any  necessity  for  it. 

The  inquiry  terminated. 


ThornliilL 


BALLYMONEY— 18th  JULY,  1S79. 
(Before  Mr.  H.  A Robinson.) 


BALLTMOSXr. 


July  IS,  1879. 


Mr.  Thomas  Hamilton  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  are  Clerk  of  the  Union 
and  also  Town  Clerk  ? — I am. 

2.  How  long have  you  held  those  positions  1 — I have 
been  thirteen  years  Clerk  of  the  Union,  and  seven- 
teen years  Town  Clerk. 

3.  "Was  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  adopted  for 
all  purposes? — No,  only  fox-  lighting  and  cleansing. 

4.  Do  you  know  when  the  town  came  under  the 
operation  of  that  Act? — It  was  adopted  on  the  20th 
of  May,  1858. 

5.  And  it  was  then  that  the  present  boundary  of 
Ballymoney  was  defined  ? — It  was. 

6.  And  with  the  consent  of  the  ratepayers  ? — Yes. 

7.  How  far  does  the  boundary  extend  to  the  north  ? 

About  a quarter  of  a mile. 

8.  To  the  south  how  far  does  it  extend  ?— Rather 
more  than  a quai*ter  of  a mile. 

9.  And  to  the  east  ? — About  half  a mile. 

10.  And  to  the  west  ? — About  a quarter  of  a mile. 

11.  Were  you  the  clerk  to  the  Town  Commissioners 
when  the  town  first  came  under  the  operation  of  the 
J owns  Improvement  Act  ? — I was  not. 

12.  Are  you  aware  what  it  was  which  prompted  the 
Town  Commissioners  to  adopt  the  boxxndaiy  which 
now  exists  ?— No,  I am  not. 

13.  Does  the  present  boundary  sub-divide  town- 
ands,  or  does  it  include  whole  townlands  ? — It  cuts 


townlands.  You  have  the  whole  of  Glebe  townland 
in  it ; you  have  portion  of  Ballybrake,  portion  of 
Brevallen,  a portion  of  Millquartei-,  and  the  remainder 
a portion  of  Townparks. 

14.  What  is  the  area  of  the  present  boundary  ? — 
About  420  acres. 

15.  What  is  the  population  of  Ballymoney  ? — Under 

3,000 2,9S0  I think  at  the  last  census.  I should 

think  there  would  be  an  increase  of  300  since  that  was 
taken. 

16.  Is  it  your  opinion  then,  when  the  next  census 
is  taken  there  will  be  found  to  be  an  increase  of  the 
population  as  compared  with  the  last? — I think  there 
will. 

17.  Is  Ballymoney  a thriving  town? — I may  say 
it  is. 

IS.  Is  there  any  desire  to  build  houses  outside 
the  present  boundary  ? — Not  very  much. 

19.  The  building  that  is  going  on  in  Ballymoney 
is  going  on  within  the  present  municipal  limits  ? — 
It  is. 

20.  What  is  the  valuation— I will  take  the  total 
valuation  first  ? — £6,505  15s. 

21.  Can  you  now  give  me  the  valuation  on  which 
the  one-fourth  rate  is  struck  ? — £962  3s. 

22.  And  on  the  balance  of  £5,543  12s.  the  full 
rate  is  sti-uck  1 — Yes. 


Mr.  Thomas 
Hamilton. 
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Balltmonet.  24.  Are  there  fairs  in  Ballymoney  ? — There  are. 
July  is,  i8«9.  25.  How  many  in  the  year? — Three  fairs,  and  in 

Mr.  Thomas  addition  to  that  there  is  a good  cattle  market  on  the 
Hamilton.  first  and  third  Thursday  of  each  month. 

26.  Do  the  people  living  outside  the  present 
boundary  come  in  and  out  from  a distance,  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  those  markets  ? — Yes,  in  large 
numbers. 

27.  From  outside  the  present  boundary? — Yes. 

28.  From  what  distance  outside  the  present 
boundary  do  they  come  in — do  the  people  living  out 
a mile  all  round  derive  advantages  from  the  proximity 
of  the  town  of  Ballymouey  1 — Yes,  certainly  they  do. 

29.  Are  the  lands  more  valuable  on  that  account 
within  a radius  of  say  a mile  ?—  I would  not  say  that. 

30.  Can  you  tell  me  what  the  municipal  rates  for 
the  last  five  years  have  been  ? — I can  give  you  them 
for  the  last  three  years. 

31.  That  will  do  ? — In  187S  the  municipal  rate  was 
Is.  ; in  1877,  Cd.  ; and  in  1876,  8/7. 

32.  And  what  was  the  poor  rate  ? — The  poor  rate 
for  1878  was  Is.  Do  you  wish  me  to  include  in  that 
the  sanitary  rate  ? 

33.  No,  kindly  keep  the  sanitary  rate  separate  ? — 
The  rate  for  sanitary  purposes  in  that  year  was  Id. 

34.  And  what  was  the  sanitary  rate  for? For 

making  new  sewers. 

35.  What  was  the  contributory  district  upon  which 
that  rate  was  struck  ? — Townparks  and  Glebe. 

36.  Then  it  was  struck  over  a considerable  portion 
of  the  radius  outside  the  present  municipal  limits  ?— 
It  was. 


37.  Now  as  to  Townparks.  Are  there  any  buildings 
m the  town! and  of  Townparks  ? Is  the  townland  of 
Townparks  much  built  over  ?— Not  very  much. 

38.  Is  it  mostly  arable  land  ? — Mostly. 

39.  And  the  portion  of  Townparks  which  is  outside 
the  present  municipal  limits,  is  it  much  built  over?— 
Very  little. 

40.  Will  you  now  please  give  me  the  poor-rate  for 
ian  and  the  following  years?— The  poor-rate  for 
18/  / was  Is.  and  the  sanitary-rate  6 d.,  and  in  1876  it 
was  Is.,  with  a sanitary-rate  of  44<7. 

41.  What  was  the  county  cess  for  the  same  years? 
Ihe  county  cess  in  1877  was  2s. ; in  1878  2s  5/7  • 

and  in  1879,  2s.  Id.  > ■ 

yh/m  our  queries  were  sent  down  to  you,  were 
they  submitted  to  your  Board?— They  were. 

43.  Was  there  a special  meeting  to  consider  the 

C0T  bef01'e  an  ord““-y  meeting  of 
in*  CUHCy  lfc  came  ^fore  an  Ordinary  meet- 

wLt  5!,  ’ T We  SeneralI7  have  very  nearly  the 

whole  of  the  members  present  at  all  the  meetings 

44.  And  what  was  the  opinion  they  expressed  in 
chiuTffp C'e  H tLi6  3uenes?— Their  opinion  was  that  no 

™ t le  boim^an-es  was  required, 
a c w that  a unanim°os  opinion?— It  was. 

dorfuS^tti0°P‘8Se‘1  “ 

““  tot  for"e<1  CTer  b“" 

, Ji8'  ***?  l!oundary  adopted  when  you  came 
under  the  Act  is  the  existing  boundary  7 — It  is. 

Would  imf  m!'  KLT  * deScriPtion  of  *hat  boundary  ? 
Would  not  your  first  mmute  show  it?— I believe  the 

that  there  was  a small  committee  of  the  Commis 
sioners  appointed  to  lay  out  the  boundary,  and  thev 
gaA  e m a report  to  the  ratepayers  of  Ballymoney,  and 


I believe  it  was  on  the  recommendation  of  that  onm 
mittee  that  these  boundaries  were  adopted. 

50.  And  the  Town  Commissioners  are  of  opinion 

that  no  extension  is  required  ? Yes.  1 

51.  Is  it  their  opinion  that  all  the  biuldina  m-.,. 
to  be  earned  on  by  peoj.le  tvho  have  tleir  buSi^  ? 

52.  Can  you  give  me  the  names  of  the  townland, 
at  present  included  m the  electoral  division?— Ye,  • 
they  are,  Ballygobbin,  Moneygobbin,  Ballycormip’ 
Seuncock,  Newhill,  Greenville,  Prospect,  Ballypatriek 
Drummavallagh,  Ballymoney,  Carnany  (Lower]’ 
Townparks,  Ballybvakes,  Millquaj-teiy  Bravallen  Li,’ 
lagan  (Lower),  and  Glebe. 

53.  Can  you  give  nie  the  total  valuation  of  tie 
electoral  division  1 — £9,489. 


54.  Can  you  say  if  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Board 
that  the  electoral  division  would  be  too  large  for  a new 
municipal  boundary  for  Ballymoney  ? In  other  word, 
do  you  think  it  would  be  the  opinion  of  the  Town 
Commissioners  of  Ballymoney  that  the  boundary  of 
the  electoral  division  would  be  too  large  for  the 
town  ? — I am  sure  it  is  their  opinion  that  it  would. 

5 b.  But  the  Commissioners  are  at  the  same  time  of 
opinion  that  the  people  who  live  on  the  most  remote 
part  of  the  electoral  division  derive  advantages  from 
their  proximity  to  Ballymoney  ?— Oh  yes,  certainly. 

56.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners  ever  considered 
the  question  of  becoming  the  urban  sanitary  autho- 
rity?— They  have. 

. 57  ■ Aud  is  it  their  opinion  that  it  would  lie  de- 
sirable and  advantageous  to  the  town  of  Ballymoney 
that  they  should  become  the  urban  sanitary  autho- 
rity ? — They  are  of  opinion  that  such  would  not  be 
desirable.  There  are  three  Guardians  for  the  electoral 
division  of  Ballymoney,  and  they  think  that  their 
interests  are  very  well  looked  after. 

58.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners  considered  the 
■ question  of  obtaining  the  control  over  the  roads? — No, 
they  have  not. 


59.  Do  they  think  for  the  money  they  pay  in 
county  cess  that  they  get  adequate  value  for  it  from 
the  Grand  Jury  ? — No. 

60.  Has  the  question  ever  been  discussed  by  the 
Board? — Yes.  It  has  been  discussed  by  the  Board, 
and  they  are  of  opinion  that  they  don’t  get  a due  pro- 
portion of  the  amount  they  pay,  but  I don’t  know 
that  they  ever  formally  considered  the  question  of 
taking  the  roads  into  their  own  hands. 

61.  Are  there  any  building  leases  outside  the  pre- 
sent municipal  boundary? — Yes,  a few. 

62.  In  which  direction  ? — Indeed  upon  reflection  I 
don’t  think  there  are  any. 

63.  Is  there  any  tendency  to  build  inside  the 
municipal  boundary  in  one  direction  more  than 
another  ? — There  is  certainly.  In  Glebe,  there  is 
quite  a number  of  new  houses  being  built  there  in 
consequence  of  leases  being  given  in  perpetuity,  but 
outside  that  there  is  very  little  building. 

64.  Do  you  know  the  town  well  ? — I was  bom  here. 

65.  Do  you  think  the  boundary  large  enough  for 
the  requirements  of  the  town  for  many  years  to 
come  1— Yes,  I do. 

66.  And  are  you  of  opinion  that  no  extension  is 
desirable  ? — I don’t  think  so. 

67.  And  that  such  would  not  be  likely  to  be 
beneficial  to  the  town  in  future  ? — No. 
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Mr.  Thomas  M'Elderry  examined. 


68.  Mr.  "Robinson. — You  are  Chairman  of  the  Town 
Commissioner's,  and  also  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  ? — 
Yes. 

69.  And  I presume  you  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  town  ? — Yes. 

70.  You  have  lived  here,  I suppose,  for  a con- 
siderable number  of  years  1— Yes,  I have. 

71.  Do  you  know  the  present  municipal  boundary  1 
Yes,  I do. 

72.  And  do  you  think  it  large  enough  1 — I do. 

73.  Were  you  present  when  the  queries  that  were 
sent  down  by  us  to  your  Board  were  discussed? — 
Yes,  I was. 

74.  Did  you  move  in  the  matter? — Well,  the 
Board  discussed  the  matter,  and  we  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  any  change 
as  far  as  we  were  concerned. 

75.  Are  there  schools  in  this  town  ? — Yes,  we  have 
a number  of  schools  in  the  town. 

76.  And  I suppose  the  people  living  in  the  districts 
for  a mile  round  send  their  children  into  your 
schools  ? — Yes,  especially  to  the  Model  school. 

77.  Is  the  town  well  lighted  ? — Pretty  well. 

78.  With  gas  ? — Yes. 

79.  Are  there  fairs  and  markets  in  the  town? — ■ 
Yes. 

80.  And  I suppose  the  people  living  in  the  districts 
around  the  town  bring  in  their  produce  to  the  town 
and  dispose  of  it  ? — Yes. 

81.  Is  it  not,  therefore,  an  advantage  to  them  to 
have  the  town  of  Ballyraoney  kept  well  cleansed 
and  lighted  ? — I think  they  don’t  see  that  exactly. 

82.  But  do  you  see  it? — Well,  it  is  a question 
upon  which  I would  not  like  to  say  much.  On 
the  one  side  we  have  Coleraine,  six  miles  off,  and  the 
people  in  that  part  of  the  country  derive  but  little 
benefit  from  our  market. 

83.  Because,  I suppose,  Coleraine  is  a larger 
market? — I think  our  market  is  as  good  a market 
as  Coleraine. 

84.  You  don't  think  that  the  people  living  outside 
the  town  derive  sufficient  advantages  that  they 
should  be  called  upon  to  pay  town  rates  ? — I don’t 
think  it  desirable  that  they  should  be  called  upon  to 
pay  town  rates. 

85.  Are  there  any  improvements  required  in  the 
town  which  the  Commissioners  are  unable  to  carry 
out  for  want  of  funds  ? — I think  the  only  improvement 
that  is  very  pressing  is  a supply  of  pure  water. 

86.  If  there  was  a larger  valuation,  and  the  rates 
coming  into  the  hands  of  the  Town  Commissioners, 
larger  in  amount  than  at  present,  do  you  think 
then  there  would  be  any  improvements  you  could 


effect? — I don’t  thmk  there  are  any  improvements 
required. 

87.  They  strike  the  full  rate,  now,  do  they  not  ? — 
This  last  year  there  was  only  an  8d.  rate. 

88.  Do  you  know  the  electoral  division  1— Yes. 

89.  You  heard  what  I asked  Mr.  Hamilton  here, 
as  to  whether  the  Commissioners  would  be  favourable 
to  adopting  it  as  the  municipal  boundary — do  you 
think  that  would  be  desirable?  — I don’t  think  it 
would. 

90.  You  think  it  would  be  too  large  ? — Yes. 

91.  And  jrou  are  afraid  you  would  be  compelled 
to  give  the  people  living  in  Ballymoney,  Ballygobbin, 
and  those  other  townlands,  the  advantage  of  lighting  ? 
— I think  we  would.  Since  the  sanitary  matters  have 
been  put  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  I 
think  there  is  less  necessity  for  it. 

92.  Are  there  any  people  having  businesses  in 
town,  who  have  residences  outside  the  present  municipal 
boundary  ? — I don’t  know  of  any.  There  are  a few 
farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  who  deal  in  the  markets, 
but  none  who  have  business  places  in  the  town. 

93.  Then  there  ar-e  no  villa  residences  outside  the 
present  boundary  ? — No,  we  have  none. 

94.  And  if  the  electoral  division  were  to  be  adopted 
for  the  municipal  boundary,  would  that  bring  the 
population  within  that  boundary  up  to  6,000  ? — I am 
not  aware  what  the  population  is.  I am  sure  it  would 
bring  it  over  6,000. 

95.  But  still  you  don’t  think  that  is  desirable  ?-- 1 
think  not. 

96.  And  the  Town  Commissioners  are  of  opinion- 
that  the  sanitary  work  is  perfectly  well  managed  by 
the  Guardians? — Well  I think  it  is  only  right  to  say 
that  there  was  a division  of  opinion  among  the  Town 
Commissioners  at  the  time  that  the  sanitary  matters; 
were  taken  out  of  their  hands.  On  thinking  over  the 
matter,  a good  many  of  the  Commissioners  are  very 
well  satisfied  with  the  arrangement,  because  there  is  a 
moiety  of  the  poor  rate  that  we  get  hack  from  the  land- 
lords, whereas  we  don’t  get  back  any  of  the  town 
rate. 

97.  In  reference  to  the  sanitary  rate  struck  by  the 
Guardians,  one  half  is  paid  by  the  landlord,  and  the 
other  half  by  the  tenant,  and  if  a municipal  rate  was 
struck  it  would  be  all  paid  by  the  tenant  ? — Yes. 

98.  Is  there  any  other  matter  upon  which  you  would 
wish  to  tender  evidence? — I don’t  think  so. 

99.  You  are  of  opinion  with  Mr.  Hamilton  that  the 
present  boundary  includes  land  enough  to  be  built 
over  for  the  next  two  years  ? — I am  quite  sure  of  it 
unless  something  goes  on  that  we  are  not  sure  of  at. 
present. 


Mr.  Andrew  Todd  examined. 


100.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  have  heard  the  views 
expressed  by  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  M'Elderry,  does 
your  opinion  as  to  the  questions  touched  upon  by  them 
coincide  with  theirs  ? — Yes. 

101.  Have  you  lived  long  in  Ballymoney  ? — Thirteen 
or  fourteen  years. 

102.  Do  you  consider  it  an  increasing  town? — 
I do. 

103.  Are  there  any  manufactures  peculiar  to  Bally- 


money ? — Not  any  immediately  in  the  town.  There  is 
a spinning  mill  about  two  miles  outside  the  town. 

104.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
missioners at  which  the  question  of  the  boundaries 
was  considered  ? — Yes,  I think  I was. 

105.  And  you  coincide  ■with  the  views  already 
expressed? — Yes.  I have  a strong  opinion  that  we 
are  in  want  of  a good  water  supply. 

106.  And  would  you  like  to  take  that  matter  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Guardians  ? — No. 


Mr.  James  Ckamsey  examined. 

107.  Mr.  Robinson. — Your  views  I suppose  coincide  with  the  evidence  that  lias  been  given  by  the  previous 
witnesses  ?— Yes. 


BAlLTKONSr. 
July  18,  1879. 

Mr.  Thomas 
M'Elderry. 


Mr.  Andrew 
Todd. 


Mr.  .fame* 
Cramsay. 
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Mr.  William 
Hanna. 


Mr.  William  I-Ianna  examined. 

108.  Mr.  Robinson. — Do  you  also  agree  with  the  110.  And  were  present  when  the  question  of  tie 

evidence  already  given  1 — Yes.  boundaries  was  discussed  ? — Yes. 

109.  You  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners'? — 

Yes. 


Mr.  Thomas  Mr.  Thomas  Wallace  examined. 

111.  Mr.  Robinson. — Do  you  also  acquiesce  in  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  previous  ^witnesses  on  all  the 
points  referred  to  ? — I do. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


BALLYBAY— 29th  JULY,  1879. 
(Before  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e.) 


Mr.  Thomas 
M'Sheny. 


Mr.  Thomas  M ‘Sherry  examined. 


1.  You  are  Town  Clerk  of  Ballybay  ? — Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  been  Town  Clerk  1 — Since  the 
town  came  under  the  Act. 

3.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town  ? — Something  under 
seventy  acres. 

4.  You  have  given  it  in  the  return  to  us  as  twenty- 
six,  but  I think  that  is  a mistake  1 — That  is  a mistake. 
I had  no  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  area  until  we 
got  this  map  (produced),  from  which  I took  the  answer  I 
have  given  you  now.  I don’t  think  it  could  bo  just  as 
large  as  I have  said — seventy  acres. 

5.  It  will  be  about  sixty  acres  1 — Yes,  about  sixty 
acres. 

6.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town  ? — At  the 
last  census  in  1871  it  was  1,71 4. 

7.  Has  it  been  increasing  since  that  ? — I think  so.  I 
think  there  has  been  considerable  increase  since,  judg- 
ing from  tbe  number  of  new  buildings  erected  for  the 
poorer  or  labouring  class  of  the  town,  I would  say  there 
has  been  an  increase. 

8.  Are  there  any  buildings  erected  outside  your 
boundary  ? — No,  I think  not. 

9.  Where  have  the  new  buildings  been  within  the 
last  ten  years  ? — Prom  Corrybrannen  bridge  there  has 
been  a considerable  number  of  buildings,  and  a number 
have  been  erected  on  tbe  end  of  the  Main  street  near 
the  bridge.  The  fowl  maiket  has  been  built  and  a veiy 
excellent  building  has  been  erected  there. 

10.  What  class  of  houses  have  been  built  ? — A supe- 
rior class  of  houses. 

11.  Of  what  value  for  rating  purposes  ? — About 
£20. 

12.  Has  there  been  any  buildings  above  the  railway 
station? — Yes;  this  opening  north  of  the  railway 
station  has  been  filled  up.  S.ome  three  houses  have  been 
built  there,  and  at  the  fair  green ; the  old  shambles  have 
been  knocked  down  and  a new  range  of  buildings  have 
been  erected  where  the  shambles  stood. 

13.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  town  ? — The  valu- 
ation is  £2,564  10s. 

14.  Is  it  increasing  ? — Yes;  in  1871  it  was  £2,417 
10s.  showing  an  increase  of  £147  since  then. 

15.  It  is  not  very  much? — No ; I may  mention  that 
this  new  range  of  buildings  is  not  included  in  the  valu- 
ation. I have  not  got  tins  year’s  certified  copy  of  the 
tenement  valuation  yet. 

16.  You  have  no  wards  ? — No. 

17.  What  electoral  division  is  the  town  in  ? — In  the 
Ballybay  electoral  division. 

18.  What  number  of  Commissioners  have  you  1— 
Nine. 

19.  How  many  ratepayers  are  there  in  the  town 
who  have  a right  to  vote  ? — One  hundred  and  forty- 
four  on  the  last  burgess  roll. 

20.  How  many  are  qualified  to  be  Commissioners  if 
elected  ? — About  thirty. 

21.  Will  you  give  me  the  rates  struck  since 
1874? — In  1874  there  was  HR ; in  1875,  1(R;  in 
1876,  9 d. ; in  1877,  9d. ; and  in  1878,  8 d. 


22.  Give  me  the  poor  rate  and  county  cess  for  each 
of  these  years  ? — In  1874  the  poor  rate  was  lid.  • in 
1875,  Is.  2 d. ; in  1876,  Is.  ; in  1877,  Is.  2d.;  and'  in 
1878,  Is.  6 d. 

23.  What  is  the  county  cess  for  each  of  these  years? 
— It  averages  about  10ld.  in  the  pound  for  each  half 
year. 

24.  That  is,  the  two  half  years  together  make  Is.  8d. 
a year  ? — Yes,  or  Is.  9 il. 

25.  Perhaps  you  know  what  the  levy  this  year  was  I 
It  was  a fraction  over  1 0 d. 

2G.  Then  Is.  8 d.  would  be  a fair  average  ? — Yes. 

27.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  the  question 
whether  they  wish  for  extension  or  not  ? — They  have 
had  a meeting. 

28.  Have  they,  adopted  a resolution? — Yes. 

29.  When  was  it  adopted  ? — There  was  a meeting 
yesterday  hut  there  was  an  informal  resolution  adopted 
previous  to  the  return  being  filled  up.  There  was  an 
informal  meeting  and  there  was  a resolution  which 
was  not  written  on  the  minutes. 

30.  What  was  the  resolution  adopted  yesterday?— 
It  was  unanimously  in  favour  of  a moderate  exten- 
sion of  the  boundary.  Some  of  the  Commissioners 
wished  for  a greater  extension  than  others,  but  after  a 
discussion  there  was  a give  and  take  compromise 
agreed  upon. 

31.  How  many  Commissioners  were  present  at  that 
meeting  ? — There  were  seven. 

32.  Can  you  describe  what  that  moderate  extension 

was  ? — It  commences  at  Corrybrannan  bridge  and  goes 
about  200  yards  along  the  south  side  of  the  Ballatrain 
road  (the  road  leading  to  Ballatrain),  then  across  to 
the  Cootehill  road  at  a lane ; along  that  lane  and  on 
to  the  lake  ; then  along  the  north-east  side  of  the  lake 
for  two  fields  beyond  the  north  river ; then  northward 
to  the  Clones  road  along  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
Clones  road  for  100  yards ; then  north  by  the  fence  of 
the  railway,  and  along  the  river  to  the  Corkeer&n 
stream  for  a distance  of  400  feet,  and  then  to  a lane 
leading  into  the  Monaghan  road  including  one  field  in 
width  from  the  road ; then  north  along  a lane  for  a 
distance  of  100  yards,  and  then  in  a south-westerly 
direction  to  the  Keady  road,  and  then  to  Corkeeran 
stream  again  at  200  yards  away  from  the  public  road; 
then  south  along  a fence  for  240  yards,  and  thence 
along  a fence  including  a large  demesne  field  to  the 
railway ; thence  by  a stream  to  the  lake;  thence  along 
the  north-west  side  of  the  lake  to  the  Corrybrannan 
bridge.  , 

33  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  how  muca 


land  that  would  add? — No. 

34.  Or  what  value  it  would  add  ? — No ; but  it  v 
not  so  much  for  the  additional  value  as  to  bring  . 0 
different  approaches  to  the  town  under  the  jurisdic  on 
of  the  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
the  market  regulations,  and  also  for  the  purpose  o 
gaining  something  from  the  police  fines. 

35.  If  it  was  for  that  purpose  why  should  they  no 
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,,n  further  I— There  seemed  to  lie  unwillingness  to  tax 
oeople  and  to  create  ill-feeling  on  their  minds,  which 
Sd’aatuiallj  follow  their  being  taxed. 

36.  When  was  the  Improvement  Act  adopted ! — 
In  November,  1870. 

37.  Was  it  adopted  wholly 


Wholly.  , , 

' ' How  is  the  town  lighted 
* -Yes. 


r only  in  part? — 
-With  gas. 


39.  By  a company  ?- 
40  And  you  make  an  agreement  with  the  company  ? 
_Yes  ■ 8s.  id.  per  1,000  feet.  That  was  the  contract 

price  last  year.  . x xl  , ..  . 

41.  I suppose  it  was  the  same  price  to  the  public ! — 
Yes. 

42.  How  many  lamps  are  there  ? — I think  it  is 


nineteen  we  have  now. 

43.  What  was  the  amount  paid  for  gas  last  year  ? — 
£41  0s.  lid. 

44.  Was  that  the  gas  bill  for  the  year? — Yes;  and 
the  cost  of  lighting.  There  was  something  for  erecting 
a shed ; but  that  is  the  cost  of  the  lighting  and  inci- 


dentals. 

45.  How  is  the  town  supplied  with  water? — The 
town  is  supplied  with  water  by  pumps. 

46.  Is  the  supply  sufficient  and  of  good  quality  ? — 
There  are  complaints  about  the  quantity. 

47.  The  pumps  are  in  charge  of  the  Guardians? — 
Yes ; they  are  the  sanitary  authority. 

48.  Are  there  complaints  about  the  quality? — 
About  the  quality  of  some  there  are  complaints. 

49.  Are  there  enough  pumps  ? — They  are  sufficiently 
numerous,  but  they  don’t  give  sufficient  water.  We 
have  only  two  pumps  that  are  really  good  for  the  supply 
of  water  in  the  town. 

50.  And  are  they  of  good  quality  ? — Yes ; the  water 
is  of  good  quality. 

51.  Has  there  been  any  talk  of  doing  anything  move 
in  the  way  of  supplying  water  ? — Yes;  it  was  under 
consideration  to  apply  to  have  some  additional  sinking 
done  to  increase  the  supply  of  water. 

52.  How  is  the  town  drained  ? — By  sewers. 

53.  Are  there  enough  of  them  and  in  good  order  ? — 
The  sewerage  is  pretty  fair,  with  the  exception  of  one 
portion  of  the  town,  beyond  the  railway  bridge  on  the 
north  side  of  the  town. 

54.  It  is  insufficiently  drained? — Yes. 

55.  Have  the  Guardians  ever  been  asked  to  do  any- 
thing in  that  way  that  they  have  not  done? — Their 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  defective  state  of  the 
drainage  there,  and  I believe  they  did  something  to 
remedy  it. 

56.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  Is.  Gd.  poor 
rate  for  last  year  was  a special  rate  for  sanitary  pur- 
poses?—I think  there  was  2d.  in  the  pound,  or  1 W. 
or  Id.  special. 

57.  You  don’t  know  the  amount? — It  was  Id. 

58.  What  was  the  Id.  for — was  it  for  the  payment 
of  sanitary  officers  ? — I think  so ; but  they  have  never 
done  any  sanitary  work  for  which  the  special  rate  was 
strock.  I think  there  was  a sanitary  rate  struck  for 
the  sinking  of  the  pump  at  Corrybannan. 

59.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  struck  upon  any 
special  district  or  over  the  whole  of  the  electoral  divi- 
sion?— I think  it  was  over  the*  whole  electoral  division. 

60.  Do  the  Commissioners  do  anything  in  the  way  of 
scavenging  ? — They  do ; they  cleanse  the  town. 

61.  You  have  not  struck  the  entire  of  your  rate  of 
late  years,  so  I suppose  you  don’t  want  any  more  money 
to  spend  in  the  town  ? — The  Commissioners  contracted 
*ith  the  Board  of  Works  for  a loan  of  £600. 


62.  For  what  purpose? — To  pay  the  expenses  in-  Bam-viiat. 

curved  in  the  construction  of  new  footpaths  in  the  town  J 29,  mu. 
at  a cost  of  something  over  £400.  ^Ir  'x'i,omas 

63.  Did  the  Board  of  Works  lend  the  money  to  pay  m ‘Sherry, 
off  a loan  ? — They  did. 

64.  When  was  that? — About  three  years  ago  the 
Commissioners  contracted  for  a loan  of  £600,  but  they 
have  only  drawn  £400  to  pay  off  the  debt  incurred  by 
the  footpaths.  Having  the  privilege  of  borrowing  they 
availed  themselves  of  it. 

65.  But  borrowing  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  a 
debt  is  very  different  from  borrowing  for  the  construc- 
tion of  works  ? — The  works  were  constructed  four  or 
five  yeai’S  before  the  loan  was  obtained. 

66.  You  have  commenced  to  pay  that  oft’? — No ; 
we  don’t  commence  to  pay  principal  until  May,  1881. 

67.  At  what  rate  do  you  then  pay  it  off? — We  pay 
5 per  cent. 

68.  For  how  many  years  ? — Until  the  money  is  paid 
off.  I think  it  is  twenty-five  years. 

69.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered 
whether  they  would  wish  to  be  the  sanitary  authority 
themselves? — They  have  discussed  the  matter,  and 
the  feeling  of  the  Commissioners  was  that  they  were 
very  well  pleased  at  being  relieved  from  the  disagree- 
able duties  in  connexion  with  sanitary  affairs. 

70.  They  would  rather  not  have  the  authority? — 

No;  particularly  as  the  Board  of  Guardians  were 
pretty  attentive  to  their  suggestions.  That  is  the 
feeling  of  the  Board. 

71.  Do  you  know  the  feeling  of  the  ratepayer  of 
the  town  ■with  regard  to  extension  ? — Yes ; any  I have 
spoken  to  were  in  favour  of  extension. 

72.  Such  as  you  have  described,  or  extension 
generally  ? — Extension  generally. 

73.  Do  you  know  the  feeling  of  any  of  the  people 
who  are  to  be  brought  in  ? — The  land  that  ■would  be 
brought  in  by  the  pi’oposed  extension  is  in  the  occu- 
pation of  residents  in  the  town — it  is  all  townpavks. 

74.  Can  you  tell  will  the  extension  add  to  your 
voters’  list? — Very  slightly. 

75.  How  many  would  you  say  at  a guess  ? — I don’t 
think  the  proposed  extension  would  add  a single  voter 
to  the  list  except  Mrs.  Leslie. 

76.  Have  you  considered  the  question  yourself  as 
to  whether  a larger  extension  would  be  desirable  or 
not — I want  your  private  opinion  as  a ratepayer  of 
the  town  ? — I would  be  in  favour  of  a larger  extension. 

77.  Even  with  that  extension  you  would  be  left  the 
smallest  town  in  Ireland  ? — I would  take  in  the  four 
townlands  of  Derrynaloobinagh,  Corkeeran,  Corry- 
brannan,  and  Comamucknaglass. 

78.  Is  there  any  other  townland  you  would  take 
in? — No  ; these  are  all. 

79.  Corkeeran  would  run  a long  way  off? — I have 
no  desire  to  extend  the  town  very  far. 

80.  If  you  extend  it  so  far  as  to  take  in  the  whole 
of  a townland  like  Corrybrannan,  why  not  take  in 
Bally  bay  House?— I think  there  should  be  no  objec- 
tion to  taking  it  in.  I am  not  conversant  with  the 
boundary  of  the  townlands  out  there,  and  my  own 
idea  was  that  the  boundary  should  extend  out  on  the 
Castleblayney-road  to  the  gate-house — about  a short 
mile. 

81.  That  is  very  nearly  the  townland  boundary  ? 

Yes ; it  is  very  much  the  same. 

82.  You  would  take  in  four  townlands  and  the 
demesne  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  Benjamin  Browne,  j.p.,  Chairman 

S3.  "What  is  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  as 
regards  the  kind  of  extension  they  would  desrie  ? — 
Just  the  boundary  described. 

84.  Is  that  your  own  opinion,  or  would  you  be  in 
avomr  of  making  a larger  or  smaller  extension  ? — T 
would  not  be  inclined  for  a larger  extension,  lost  it 
ought  give  offence. 


of  the  Town  Commissioners,  examined, 

85.  Do  you  think  the  one  sketched  out  would  be 
large  enough? — I think  it  would  meet  the  wants  of 
the  town  at  present. 

86.  What  are  the  objects  of  the  extension?— It 
was  for  the  market  purposes  principally.  We  found 
dealers  were  in  the  habit  of  getting  outside  the  boun- 
dary to  make  markets  and  escape  the  attention  of  the 


Mr.  Benjamin: 
Browne,  j.i;. 
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Mr.  Benjamin 
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police,  as  the  Commissioners  have  no  authority  beyond 
the  boundary. 

87.  Have  you  any  mai'ket  tolls? — Yes. 

88.  And  they  sell  outside  to  escape  the  tolls? — 
Yes. 

89.  An  extension  of  only  a few  hundred  yards 
would  not  give  you  much  more  control? — It  would 
add  a good  deal  to  the  advantage  of  the  town. 

90.  Would  it  add  to  your  funds  1 — I think  it  would, 
as  far  as  fines  are  concerned,  on  being  convicted  of 
selling  outside  the  boundary. 

91.  If  you  only  extend  your  radius  100  yards 
further  on  the  road,  it  would  appear  as  if  the  people 
had  only  to  go  100  yards  further  out  and  escape  you 
still.  Is  there  any  other  reason — do  you  want  to 
increase  the  funds  of  the  town  for  any  purpose  ? — No. 

92.  Is  there  anything  you  would  do  if  you  had  more 
funds  in  the  general  improvement  of  the  town  ? — No. 
We  had  in  contemplation  to  get  some  accommodation 
for  a butter  and  egg  mai’ket  at  the  rere  of  this  court- 
house. 

93.  That  is  not  a public  necessity  ? — Well,  it  is. 
The  butter  and  egg  market  is  held  on  the  street, 
which  is  a great  destruction  on  market  and  fair  days. 

94.  Would  you  spend  more  money  on  keeping  the 
town  clean  if  you  had  it? — I don’t  know.  We  keep 
it  pr-etty  clean. 

95.  You  spend  as  much  as  you  want  upon  that 
work  ?— Yes. 

96.  Would  you  wish  to  be  the  sanitary  authority  ? 


—No ; I would  no z wish  it.  I found  . 
some  wlion  it  was  in  the  liauds  of  the  CoS 

97.  Do  you  think  the  IWltafe** 
fnirly  J I think  they  ilo.  Tbev  2™, 

any  letters.  - “ “rod  to 

98.  Wlmt .would  you  say  to  extending  tl,e  bonn.l.« 

all  round,  taking  m alout  three™, -tei  of  . 2 t 

including  tile  five  towulands  imlei,  "J 

opinion  it  would  ho  an  advantage.  It  would  2 
the  rate  m the  town.  d le“uce 

99  And  make  the  rates  on  the  peoule 
something  more? — Yes.  * ^ outside 

100.  Of  course  you  never  discussed  the  mesti™ 

oi 'S'SLT  *°  tak0 cU,se 

101.  Yon  were  a Commissioner  in  1871 1 Yes 

102.  Wlmt  was  the  principle  that  guided  them  in 
forming  thoboundary  thenm  that  very  contracted  wav  ? 
—I  think  it  was,  lest  it  might  give  offence  to  make  4 
boundary  larger ; but  I understood  from  the  com 
meiicement  that  the  boundary  should  be  increased 
afterwards. 

. 103'  **  tlie  general  opinion  that  it  would  be 
increased  ? — Yes  ; that  was  the  understanding  of  the 
Commissioners. 

104.  By  making  it  so  small  at  the  commencement 
you  apparently  did  not  shut  out  any  one  in  parti- 
cular?— No.  Every  one  who  owns  land  around  lives 
m the  town. 


Mr.  John' 

James 

M'Mahon 


Mr.  John  James  M'Mahon  examined. 


105.  I am  a Commissioner.  It  was  to  disarm  any 
opposition  that  might  arise  from  the  owner  of  the 
demesne  being  brought  in  that  led  to  the  adoption  of 
the  contracted  boundary. 

106.  There  was  no  bargain  that  the  demesne  was 
to  be  left  out  ? — No,  there  was  none,  as  far  as  I re- 
collect. 

107.  What  do  you  think  yourself  about  the  extension 
proposed  ? — I would  extend  the  boundary  to  the  five 
townlands  mentioned. 

108.  What  would  be  the  value  added  by  that? — I 
have  no  idea. 

109.  That  would  extend  the  valuation  from  ,£2,500 
to  ,£3,SOO? — Yes. 

110.  Would  that  be  too  much? — I think  not. 

111.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  sanitary 
authority? — I tliink  it  would  he  better  leave  it  as  it  is. 

112.  You  think  the  guardians  do  tlie  work  fairly? 
—Yes. 

113.  Would  you  not  be  inclined  with  the  increased 
boundary,  to  become  the  sanitary  authority  ? — No,  as 
long  as  the  guai-dians  do  the  work  pretty  fairly,  I 
would  be  inclined  to  leave  it  to  them. 

114.  Do  you  think  you  would  raise  more  money  on 
the  increased  area,  or  merely  lower  the  rates  in  the 
town?— Unless  we  made  a new  market-house,  we 
would  not  require  more. 

115.  You  don’t  require  more  for  the  lighting  and 
cleansing  of  the  town  ? — No. 

116.  That  is  all  satisfactory? — Yes,  and  the  reason 
for  wishing  extension  is  that  our  fairs  go  beyond  our 
boundary  a good  deal. 

117.  And  then  they  are  out  of  your  control  ? — That 
is  the  very  reason.  If  a dispute  occurred  outside  the 
boundary,  our  magistrates  have  no  control.  One  horse 
fair  goes  beyond  our  boundary. 

118.  But  you  don’t  want  any  more  money? We 

don’t  want  any  more  for  ordinary  purposes. 

119.  Do  you  know  about  the  sanitary  rate  that  was 
struck  ? — It  was  not  much  at  any  time. 

120.  What  did  they  do  with  it? — Any  rate  struck 
latterly,  was  for  the  payment  of  officials. 

121.  Have  they  constructed  any  drains,  or  done  any 
work  of  that  kind? — No.  The  only  thing  they  have 
done  is  to  make  a pump. 

1 22.  I presume  it  had  to  be  paid  for  ? — Yes. 


123.  And  it  was  paid  for  by  tlie  entire  division?— 
Yes ; I believe  so. 

124.  Are  any  drains  wanted  to  he  constructed  in 
the  town  1 — Yes,  there  are  some  wanted.  Dr.  Burke 
was  here  four  or  five  years  ago,  and  reported  that  the 
town  was  very  badly  ofF  for  drains. 

125.  Have  tbey  been  talking  of  making  them?— 
No. 

126.  Have  they  been  asked  to  make  them! — No; 
we  spoke  about  them,  and  they  came  and  looked,  but 
they  have  done  nothing  I heard  of. 

1 27.  That  is  hardly  doing  the  sanitary  work  satis- 
factorily 1 — It  is  only  about  a month  or  six  weeks  since 
we  called  their  attention  to  the  subject. 

128.  Have  they  not  been  asked  before  since  1874? 
— No,  I think  not ; although  Dr.  Burke  reported  the 
town  was  very  badly  in  need  of  drains,  sLx  or  seven 
years  ago. 

129.  You  were  tlie  sanitary  authority  then?— We 
were. 

130.  Did  you  not  do  anything  then? — We  had  not 
the  means  of  doing  it. 

131.  You  have  the  means  of  doing  it  now,  if  yon 
were  tlie  sanitary  authority  ? — I am  afraid  not ; not 
with  our  present  rate. 

132.  But  you  have  power  to  raise  Is.,  and  you  have 
only  raised  8 d.1 — It  would  take  a good  deal  more  to 
construct  drains  through  the  town. 

133.  Do  you  expect  that  if  the  guardians  took  up 
that  work,  and  spent  a good  deal  of  money  on  it,  that 
it  would  be  paid  for  by  the  entire  electoral  division?— 
They  could  lay  it  on  as  many  townlands  as  they 
wished. 

134.  Do  you  expect  it  to  be  on  the  electoral  division? 
— Yes. 

135.  Do  you  know  the  electoral  division?— Yes. 

136.  Do  you  think  it  is  too  large  to  be  the  boundary 
of  the  town  ?— My  own  opinion  is  that  it  would  not  be 
a bit  too  large. 

137.  The  acreage  of  the  electoral  division  is  4,700, 
and  the  Valuation  £7,300  ? — We  don’t  desire  to  extend 
it  that  much. 

138.  No,  but  the  Parliamentary  Committee  thought 
that,  if  possible,  the  electoral  divisions  shoiddbe  made 
the  boundary  of  the  towns  ? — We  don’t  desire  it. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


387 


Mr.  William  M'Kklvey  examined. 


139  I am  a Commissioner. 

1 40  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  arestncted  extension 
„r  ; larger  one  t-I  wold  1»  in  favour  of  tl,»  present 
?'  to  that  lias  been  marked  out  and  I esonbed  by 
VTrM ‘Cherry.  I think  that  would  suit  the  pul-poses. 

141.  What  are  the  purposes! — The  extension  of  our 

“T^’m'rS^it'tliat  the  horse  fair  extend, 
along  ?— Both  tlie  Monaghan-road  and  the  Keady- 

r°^L43.  Then  extending  the  boundary  even  200  yards 
or  so  would  that  give  you  control  over  the  horse  tan- ! 
_I  would  sav  it  would,  with  very  few  exceptions ; 
there  might  be  a very  few  go  beyond  that ; but  that 
is  the  extent  of  the  market  ground,  and  on  the  Clones- 
r<nd 1 in  regard  to  extension  there,  our  cattle  market 
extends  fully  as  far  up  as  the  rabbit-burrow,  and  our 

boundary  is  very  limited  there. 

144.  The  boundary  Mr.  M'Sherry  described  only 
"oes  up  to,  but  doesn’t  include  the  rabbit-burrow  i 
—Yes : but  it  would  include  enough  for  our  purposes. 

145/  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  state  ?— -I 
think  the  sanitary  law  is  not  carried  out  as  it  should 
be.  I made  application  to  the  Guardians  as  to  a gullet. 
I made  application  first  to  the  comity  to  get  part  of 
the  money,  and  I succeeded.  I did  not  ask  the 
Guardians  at  the  time,  but  afterwards  they  added  to 


it ; and  then  the  Grand  Jury  was  not  applied  to,  as 
the  sum  was  too  small  for  the  comity,  and  it  was  thrown 
out,  and  there  it  stands.  The  gullet  is  very  deficient 
at  present ; the  sanitary  officer  comes  and  looks  at  it, 
but  I don’t  see  a great  deal  earned  out. 

14G.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Commissioners 
being  the  sanitary  authority  ? — We  were  glad  to  get 
rid  of  it.  It  was  too  personal  for  us  to  be  looking 
after  our  friends  in  the  town. 

147.  But  you  would  be  the  people,  who  would  know 
best  wliat  is  wanted  1 — So  we  should. 

148.  You  think  the  Guardians  do  pretty  fairly  what 
is  required  of  them  1 — Well,  in  some  cases.  They  are 
rather  deficient  in  the  water.  I think  the  last  pump 
was  quite  insufficiently  supplied,  and  the  Guardians 
accepted  it  when  they  liad  no  right. 

149.  And  the  rate  of  that  was  struck  on  the  whole 
electoral  division  ? — It  is. 

150.  It  is  not  general  to  strike  a pump  rate  on  the 
whole  electoral  division  ? — It  would  be  only  in  addition 
to  it. 

151.  It  is  usual  to  put  such  a special  rate  on  a 
much  smaller  district ; so  you  have  nothing  to  com- 
plain of  ?— One  thing  I complain  of  is,  that  the  pump 
is  insufficient ; they  gave  no  water  and  charged  money 
for  it. 


llALLYBAV. 

July  29,  1879. 
Mr.  William 
M‘Kelvey. 


Mr.  John  Lester  examined. 


152.  I live  in  the  town. 

153.  You  have  a property  outside? — I have  one  in 
the  town,  and  one  outside  it. 

154.  You  have  one  outside  that  would  be  taken  in 
by  the  extension? — Yes. 

155.  And  you  object  to  the  extension ?— Yes ; to 
the  small  extension.  I think  the  town  is  rather 
limited  for  a township ; and  if  it  is  to  be  extended  I 
think  it  should  be  much  larger  than  is  proposed.  I 
did  not  know  the  extent  of  the  proposal  until  I heard 
it  now. 

156.  Would  the  five  townlands  be  too  much,  or 
would  that  extension  meet  your  view  ? — I think  the 
five  townlands  would  not  be  too  much ; what  we  call 
the  Big  House,  Mr.  French’s  demesne  house,  should 
he  included. 

157.  The  only  house  taken  in  would  be  the  globe 
house  on  the  west  1 — Yes ; there  are  some  small  houses 
not  taxable  to  any  great  extent. 

158;  You  don’t  think  the  five  townlands  would  he 
too  much? — It  might  be  a little  to  much,  but  I have 
lieen  thinking  (only  perhaps  it  doesn’t  come  within 
your  inquiry)  that  the  boundary  of  the  electoral  divi- 
sion— which  I think  should  be  the  boundary  of  the 
town — should  be  reduced  in  some  cases  in  order  to 
make  the  boundary  of  the  electoral  division  the 
boundary  of  the  town. 

159.  Do  you  think  the  electoral  division,  as  it  stands, 
is  too  large  to  be  the  boundary  of  the  town? — I think 
it  is ; but  if  it  could  be  reduced  a little. 


160.  That  might  be  a very  useful  thing  to  apply 
for  but  we  have  only  to  consider  whether  we  can 
make  the  boundary  of  the  town  suit  the  boundary  of 
the  electoral  division  ? — I would  hardly  take  the  liberty 
of  adding  more  than  four  or  five  townlands,  but  the 
electoral  division  is  twice  as  much.  I object  to  the 
small  addition  proposed,  but  I would  have  no  objection 
to  the  larger  addition. 

161.  Mr.  M'Sheirjj. — I find  that  the  loan  alluded 
to  was  to  be  repaid  in  twenty-five  yearn  altogether ; 
the  first  instalment  to  be  paid  at  the  end  of  five  years, 
after  the  contract  was  entered  into,  and  the  whole  to 
be  paid  in  forty  half-yearly  instalments. 

162.  Have  your  accounts  been  audited  for  this 
year  ? — Yes. 

163.  What  are  your  sources  of  income?— We  have 
no  sources,  except  from  dog  taxes ; rates  and  fines. 

164.  What  are  the  dog  taxes  in  the  year? — About 

£6. 

165.  What  are  the  petty  sessions  fines  ?— About  £7. 

166.  You  have  tolls?— Yes;  and  stallages. 

167.  What  are  they  ?— The  stallages  have  been  de- 
creasing in  yield  for  the  last  few  years.  I would  b& 
in  favour  of  having  the  sanitary  authority  reinvested 
in  the  Commissioners,  if  the  proposed  extension  was 
carried  out,  because  it  is  inconvenient  to  have  two 
authorities  carrying  out  sanitary  works  in  the  town. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


3D  2 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION 


SHANNON, 
Oct.  6,  1873. 


BALLYSHANNON— 6ti-i  OCTOBER,  1879. 
(Before  Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson.) 

Mr.  J ohn  Ward  examined. 


1 . What  office  do  you  hold  in  the  town  ? — Clerk 
and  collector  of  rates. 

2.  Under  what  Act  is  the  town  constituted  ? — Under 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  1854. 

3.  Was  it  previously  under  the  9 th  of  Geo.  IY.  ? 

4 The  boundary  fixed  in  1854  is  the  same  as  now  saiiitary  iwera^otta!.61 ^ 01601  U'1: 
exists  ! Ve  cam,  rrnder  the  . Act  in  1800,  and  the  wST,,*1.  '•»  »> 

r w7  “f  ?eii  St'U  fXiStS-  , lot  the  sanitary  authority  ““Plxmng  fcy 

5.  Was  the  Act  adopted  for  all  purposes? — For  34  What  does  vmiv  full  ,.«+  i 

lighting  and  cleaning  only.  £135  aaffi  £H5  a J™  iJlSS 

b.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town?— About 


32.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  i , 

question  of  becoming  the  nrhan  sanitay  22,^ 

33.  Are  they  aware  of  the  provisions  of  tl« 
section  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  which  eLhkt 


3,000. 

7.  It  is  not  an  urban  sanitary  authority  ? — No. 

8.  The  Guardians  are  the  sanitary  authority  ? Yes. 

9.  How  many  townlands  are  included  in  the  town 
boundary  ? — Six. 

10.  Six  entire  townlands? — Yes;  there  are  two 
wholly  within,  namely  Ballyshannon  and  Carrickboy, 
and  four  partly  within. 

.11;  There  appear  to  be  two  -townlands  wholly 
within  ?— Yes,  and  portions  of  the  following,  viz. 
Ballyhanna,  Coolchally,  Dunmuckrum,  Sminver,  and 
Portnason.  The  Abbey  Island  is  not  within  the 
boundary. 

1 2.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  town  ?— £2, 369  1 7s. 

13.  You  have  given  it  to  us  £2,733  7s.?— There 

are  some  items  of  valuation  not  rateable  including 
the  fishery.  ° 

14.  Why  is  it  exempt? — I do  not  know  but  we 
applied  to  have  it  rated  and  have  not  succeeded.  The 
opinion  of  counsel  was,  I think,  that 
rate  the  fishery. 


£lor  ™ £UB  ft  year>  ifc  seldom  exceechmo^' 

3o  What  are  your  principal  sources  of  expenditure? 
—Lighting,  cleansing,  clerks’  salary,  and  collector’s 
salary  There  is  a hro  engine,  for  which  we  navi* 
a year  for  caring.  l y 

37.  Hay,  you  my  source  of  income  except  tbe  mi, 

and  fines  from  the  Petty  Sessions  Court? No 

• S8’  m 110  I,r°l>erties  vested  in  the  Com*, 

sioners  ? — No. 

39.  No  tolls  from  tlm  markets!— No:  notion,  but 

the  rates.  ° 

40.  At  present  you  consider  tlie  income  adequate  ? 

— Hie  Commissioners  are  not  able  to  cany  out  as main- 
improvements  as  they  would  desire. 

41.  How  many  lamps  are  there  ?— Forty-one. 

42.  Are  all  the  principal  streets  lighted?— Yes.  4. 

good  many  complaints  arc  made  of  the  side  streets 
wanting  more  lights. 

43.  For  what  period  of  the  year  are  they  lighted  1~ 
hrom  the  17  th  September  to  the  17th  March. 


. . . ouc  A I UU  AUiU-CU. 

- -A-re  the  markets  held  late  l—1 There  are  seldom 

. C0lUd  not  anY  markets  held  earlier  than  eleven  o’clock. 

15.  On  how  much  of  the  valuation  is  the  full  rate  is  tf  J?0  y?U  co"sld®r  tliat  tjie  lighting  of  the  town 

assessed,  and  how  much  one-fourth  I—1 The  buildings  ore  W If  X *5®  pe°1’  e1  gomg  out  “ the  even' 

rated  at  £1,835  12s.,  and  the  lands  at  £348  Ts°  ^ of  great  advantage  to  the  country 

16.  Is  the  town  divided  into  wards?— No  ’ !nlle3|lwa7ffoni  the  town-  They  are  very 

17.  Are  there  wards  for  poor  law  purposes?— No  °46%n7i  f®  ^ . , 

18.  There  was  an  island  vou  alluded  to?  tw  ,•»  i tl,at  anY  improvements  in  the  town  would 

isiana  you  alluded  to  ?-That  is  be  of  advantage  to  the  people  living  close  outside  the 

■ ’ • •’  - - town  ? — Yes,  and  to  the  people  many  miles  away. 


Innisannon. 

19.  Is  that  mthin  the  boundary !_ It  i,  but  it  is 
used  only  for  fishery  purposes. 

2°.  Is  that  paying  to  wn  rates  J — Y es ; the  house  is  on 
the  valuation,  but  the  fishery  is  not  paying  anything. 

-i.  bo  the  Commissioners  extend  any  of  the  advan- 
qtfay  “ ^ t0Wn  t0  hh"ni  *— No  > R is  outside  the 

22.  In -what  electoral  division  is  the  town?— Ballv- 
shannon,  Carnckbov.  and  a.  Rmnli  -d  - , J 


~ ■ - i jicujijAtj  juiauy  iuubs  away. 

47.  What  markets  have  you  ?— Every  Saturday 
there  is  a market  for  the  sale  of  oats,  wheat,  and  ail 
farm  produce.  There  is  a Thursday  market  for  flax 
and  pork. 

48.  So  that  you  have  two  markets  a week? — Yes 
— •during  the  winter  season. 

49.  Ballyshannon  is  the  market-town  for  these 
three  electoral  divisions  ? — Yes,  for  fifteen  miles 


— uA vision  is  tne  town?— Bally-  three 

0,1  “V}  ““f 1 T”00"  of  round, 

town! — I consitetS”o^Lu»^taab«t<Sitof  5W  S6  aamrt  market !— Tie  nearffit 

24.  Taking  tie  court-house  as  the  centre  and  takW  “kl)_  D°n6S“1-  That  ts  eleven  miles  from 

pne  mile  all  round,  would  it  still  be  wn+i,;„’+R  av  ° tblS)  and  R 18  nearest  proper  market.  The  people 
electoral  divisions  CnwoulS  'vitlnn  these  three  of  my  neighbourhood,  which  is  five  miles  aw^aH 

25.  Would  an  extension  of  two  miles  a„  c?“®  mt°  ^ market,  and  I have  seen  them  come 

other  electoral  division  1 It  would  not  ° any  ei8b*  and  ten  miles  along  the  Sligo  road  to  this  town. 

26.  What  have  been  the  municipal  rates  fnr  tb*  w - 51‘  Were  our  queries  submitted  to  a general  meet- 

five  years  %— One  shilling  on  house  ioronerf-v  1118  your  boarcl  Yes. 

pence  on  land.  P y’  ree'  . 52.  And  they  sent  a reply  that  they  had  come  to 


pence  on  land. 

!!'  1?VB  ‘1'™5rs  stro«k  the  foil  rate!— Tes 

28.  Is  the ! income  adequate  for  keepiug  up  the  town 

S>w'l5’,— ^ I5  “ ade1'lBt«  lighting  and’ cleaning, 

and  we  passed  one  year  without  taxes  at  all  8 

29.  Are  they  in  want  of  funds?— No  : in  1877  we 

made  the  last  rate.  We  have  a rate  made  this  ven-r  ..  - — — 

but  not  put  in  force  for  the  1877  rate  is  still  7’  -_C°IIe2toil  haYe  found  some  dissatisfaction _w 

our  demand.  S ^ e^ual  to  Pa7ers  further  from  town  than  those  nearer  it. 

30.  Are  there  any  improvements  which  tho  n 54r‘  P>on’t  You  there  would  he  more  objection 

missionei’s  would  carry  out  if  thev  had  i 0m,'  a bard  and  fast  line  ? — We  have  that  at  present, 
funds  ? — 1 conside  there  are.  y creased  We  have  got  part  of  some  men’s  farms,  and  not  the 

31.  In  what  direction  ? I think  annUo—.  „ "whole  of  them. 

ments  are  required.  y prove-  55.  How  far  does  the  boundary  extend  on  the 

North? — About  three-quarters  of  a mile. 


uoawj'  IJOIAU  a.  repijr  wwu  ouvy  Jiau 

the  conclusion  to  let  matters  stand  as  they  are.  Was 
there  a subsequent  resolution  ? — Well,  until  this  day 
there  was  not. 

53.  What  is  the  resolution  of  to-day  i — There  was 
no  formal  resolution ; but  they  think  a circular 
boundary  would  he  better  than  the  one  we  have.  I 
as  collector,  have  found  some  dissatisfaction  with  rate- 

VPN  fnvH.A.  A Al A 1 7A 
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56  On  the  South,  how  fax?— It  is  scarcely  so 
much  - but  oxi  the  South-West  it.  is  very  nearly  a 
mile.  ’ On  the  East  it  is  not  more  than  half  a mile  from 
tliis  house  as  the  centre.  On  the  West  it  goes  to  the 


Se'57.  Have  you  got  a copy  of  the  Gazette  defining  the 
original  boundary,  when  you  first  came  under  the  Act? 
_j  have  the  Gazette  of  the  2nd  February,  1860. 

58  Is  there  not  on  the  records  of  the  Commissioners 
some' description  of  the  boundary,  as  determined  by 
the  ratepayers? — I have  the  hook  from  the  Valuation 
Office,  and  I see  the  boundary  coloured  on  their  map. 
They  have  sent  it  to  us  to  revise.  _ . 

59.  But  you  must  have  had  a written  description 
of  your  boundary  sent  up  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for 


approval  ? — I have  not  seen  it.  We  have  no  record ; bum- 

the  whole  of  the  township  papers  have  gone  astray.  shannon 

60.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  town  ? — I have  0ct'  c’ 187: 

been  Collector  since  1856.  • Mr.  John 

61.  Are  there  any  improvements  going  on  in  the  Ward, 
town? — "Very  few. 

62.  Does  the  town  show  any  tendency  to  extend  in 
any  direction  1 — No,  it  has  not  for  the  last  ten  years. 

63.  Are  the  houses  being  built  of  a better  class  ? — 

There  are  very  few  being  built  at  all  ; there  are  more 
going  down  than  being  built  at  all. 

64.  Are  there  any  building  operations  going  on  ? — 

I only  know  one — a fine  building — a bank. 

65.  Are  there  any  surburban  buildings  outside  the 
town  ? — No. 


Mr.  Robert  Livsitt,  Chan-man, 

66.  You  have  been  resident  in  Ballysliannon  for 
sometime? — Yes. 

67.  How  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner? — 
For  seven  or  eight  years. 

68.  Did  you  occupy  the  position  of  chairman  all 
that  t-imA  ? — No,  I have  been  chairman  for  five  or  six 
years. 

69.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  town? — 
Yes,  well  acquainted. 

70.  The  recommendation  of  the  Select  Committee, 
as  to  the  electoral  division  boundaries,  would  give 
you  a radius  of  four  miles,  and  would  not  be  appli- 
cable to  this  place? — I don’t  think  it  would. 

71.  Were  you  present  when  the  question  of  ex- 
tension was  discussed  ? — I was. 

72.  Were  you  in  favour  of  letting  the  boundaries 
remain  as  they  were? — We  were  in  favour  of  not 
giving  ourselves  any  trouble  about  it ; it  was  scarcely 
discussed  at  all. 

73.  Are  you  aware  of  the  provisions  of  the  7tli 
section  of  the  Public  Health  Act  ? — Yes. 

74.  Are  there  any  improvements  required  in  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  town  ? — I think  the  guardians 
are  doing  the  work  fairly.- 

75.  What  is  the  contributory  district? — I believe 
it  is  inside  the  town  boundary.  We  pay  4d,  as  a 
sanitary  rate. 

76.  For  all  purposes? — For  any  improvements  they 
make. 

77.  What  have  they  done  ? — They  have  made  some 
drains  and  some  pumps. 

78.  Is  the  town  well  supplied  with  water? — I 
think  it  is  fair. 

79.  Is  the  quality  of  the  water  good  ? — Very  good. 

80.  How  is  the  town  sewered  ? — The  comity  does 
that.  If  the  guardians  are  applied  to  in  a proper- 
way,  they  do  anything  of  a sanitary  kind  required. 

81.  You  think  satisfaction  is  felt  with  the  working 
of  the  sanitary  matters? — I think  there  would  be 
dissatisfaction  if  you  made  any  change  at  the  present 
time,  I don't  think  we  could  make  any  complaint 
about  the  sanitary  work,  or  ask  for  any  change  at 
present. 

82.  You  are  not  influenced  by  a desire  to  have 

this  larger  area  of  taxation  ? — No.  ■> 

83.  Do  you  think  it  is  desirable  that  the  roads 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  ? — I 
don’t  think  we  are  for  change  at  present. 

84.  You  would  be  content  to  leave  things  as  they 
are  at  present  ? — Yes.  The  Town  Commissioners  go 
to  the  presentment  sessions,  and  get  anything  fair  and 
proper  from  them. 

85.  The  county  does  the  paving  ? — Yes  ; we  have 
no  power  to  contribute  anything. 

86.  So  that  the  extension  would  be  in  reference 
to  powers  you  have  already  got  ? — It  should  be 
simply  to  equalise  the  rates. 

87.  That  was  the  principal  reason  for  desiring  this 
this  extension  ? — The  only  reason.  . 

88.  Was  the  extension  you  put  forward  a mile 


Town  Commissioners,  examined.  Mr.  Robert 

Lipsitt. 

from  the  limits  of  the  town  or  from  the  centre? — I 
consider  this  court-liouse  the  centre,  and  a circle  from 
this — I don’t  say  a hard  and  fast  line — but  as  near 
as  possible  to  a circle  from  this  would  be  a fair 
radius. 

89.  Have  you  ever  calculated  what  the  income 
from  this  proposed  extension  would  be  ? — No. 

90.  You  never  calculated  the  area  either  ? — N o. 

91.  What  you  have  in  view  is  more  the  equalising 
of  the  rating?— It  would  be  altogether  to  make  a 
fair  taxation  and  to  have  each  person  benefited 
equally  rated. 

92.  Are  you  speaking  the  opinion  of  your  Board 
or  your  own  individual  opinion  ? — We  did  not  call  a 
regular  meeting,  but  all  parties  present  agreed  it 
would  be  a fair  thing,  and  that  each  person  benefited 
should  contribute. 

93.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  including  the  entire 
of  these  townlands  portions  of  which  are  already 
included? — I would  certainly  say,  go  as  near  the 
circle  as  possible. 

94.  Talcing  this  court-house  as  a centre,  and  taking 
a circle  of  a mile  all  round,  are  the  lands  mostly  held 
as  accommodation  lands  ? — Yes,  principally. 

95.  Held  by  people  living  in  the  town? — No. 

Some  of  them  are  held  by  farmers. 

96.  They  deiive  benefit  from  the  town  ? — No  doubt 
about  it. 

97.  And  you  consider  that  any  improvements  made 
in  the  town  would  be  of  advantage  to  them  ? — Yes. 

98.  The  light  is  of  especial  benefit  on  market  days  ? 

99.  The  paving  is  bad  ?— It  is  very  much  improved 
of  late. 

100.  Where  are  your  markets  held? — We  have  a 
market  yard. 

101.  Have  you  fairs  in  the  town  ? — They  are  held 
in  the  upper  end ; nearly  off  the  streets. 

102.  Have  you  a fair-green  ? — Yes,  but  when  there 

is  a large  fair  we  have  some  cattle  on  the  streets.  We 

have  thirteen  fairs,  one  every  month  and  one  extra 
one.  ‘ 

103.  What  are  the  people  living  outside  %— A good 
many  of  them  are  gentlemen  having  property. 

104.  Howmany  gentlemen's  places  would  be  included 
by  this  extension  ?— I do  not  think  there  would  be 
very  many  but  what  are  in  it  at  present. 

105.  Is  Coolchally  thickly  populated? — No. 

106.  You  would  not  be  enlarging  the  boundary  very 
much  by  the  proposed  extension  ?— No,  but  it  would 
equalize  it. 

107.  You  would  not  be  inclined  to  make  any  further 
increase  than  you  propose  ? — No,  that  would  meet  our 
present  requirements. 

108.  Would  you  extend  any  advantages  to  the 
people  you  include  ? — We  would  give  them  additional 
lamps.  The  town  is  very  scattered. 

109.  You  would  not  propose  to  give  lights  to  any 
district  not  thickly  populated? — No. 

110.  Would  you  extend  the  lights  out  to  Abbey 
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SHANNON. 
Oct.  6,  1ST9. 

Mr.  Robert 
Ijpsitt. 


island  ? — No.  We  could  get  on  very  well  with  our 
present  income. 

112.  Have  you  heard  complaints  as  to  the  irregu- 
larity of  the  present  boundary? — Yes. 

113.  And  it  is  with  a view  of  rectifying  that  that 
this  extension  is  proposed  ? — Yes.  "When  I saw  that 
some  gentlemen  living  near  the  town  were  paying 
nothing,  I thought  it  would  be  fail*  to  the  inhabitants 
to  make  equal  rating. 

114.  Do  you  see  any  improvements  in  the  town  in 
the  way  of  building  ? — I don’t  see  very  much. 

115.  Do  you  think  the  town  is  at  a standstill  ? — 
Yes. 

116.  Is  trade  increasing? — I think  so.  It  has  been 
increasing  for  some  years  past. 

117.  Are  there  many  unoccupied  houses? — There 
are  a good  many  tumbling  down.  All  the  houses  are 
occupied  that  are  in  a habitable  state.  We  don’t  get 
the  petty  sessions  fines.  I brought  the  matter  before 
the  magistrates  some  time  ago,  and  there  came  a reply 
back  that  did  not  seem  favourable  to  us,  and  we  did 
not  take  any  further  steps  in  the  matter.  We  have  no 


town  watch.  We  made  every  effort  to  »et * i 
rated,  and  there  was  counsel  employed 
missioners  ot  the  Fishery  Company  decided 
tvonld  bo  bound  by the  decision' ” io.Insel 
he  very  glad  to  make  them  pay  if  m couI1  ""“H 
118  Don  t you  think  it  would  he  unfair  to 
people  to  be  brought  in,  if  you  don't  asses  the JL 
to  the  fell  exteutt-Well,  Mr,  Alexander  Jd  » 
Moore  are  tile  proprietors  of  the  fishery  • it  j.  “ 1 • 
at  over  £1  000  ; it  is  within  200  ***&££« 
be  within  the  town  boundary.  ust 

110.  You  get  110  fines  and  you  are  not  aide  tent, 
your  whole  town  ? — Yes.  ate 

120.  Was  the  fishery  there  when  the  torn  fat 
adopted  the  provisions  of  the  Act  ?— Yes.  They  would 
pay  on  the  buildings,  but  they  do  not  pay  on  the 
valuation  of  the  fishery.  1 3 ne 

1l1i,  D°  you  think  they  should  pay  one-fourth  or 
the  full  rate  1 — We  only  billed  them  with  one-fourth 
We  consider  that  when  the  fishery  is  within  the  boun- 
dary we  should  get  taxes  on  the  valuation  of  it. 


Mr.  Robert 
Sweeny, 


Mr.  Robert  Sweeney  examined. 


122.  I am  a Commissioner.  I have  nothing  to  add 
to  what  has  been  stated.  I concur  with  Mr.  Lipsitt. 

123.  Do  you  consider  that  in  order  to  get  this 
scientific  frontier  an  increase  is  desirable  ? — Yes. 

124.  You  do  not  look  so  much  to  the  increase  in 
the  income  as  to  having  a regular  boundary  ? — No. 

125.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  easing  the  rates  on  the 
people  of  the  town  you  do  this  1 — To  some  extent. 

126.  Are  you  aware  of  what  would  be  the  probable 
increment  to  the  town  funds  ? — It  would  be  very  small. 

127.  About  £12?- Yes. 

128.  Are  there  any  improvements  which  the  Com- 
missioners are  unable  to  carry  out  for  want  of  funds  ? 
— Not  immediately,  except  lighting.  W e had  to  lessen 
the  number  of  lamps  some  years  ago,  and  then  by 
applying  to  the  promoters  of  the  Gas  Company  we 
got  them  to  lessen  the  price  of  the  public  lamps. 

129.  How  much  do  you  pay  at  present? — £2  10s. 


per  lamp,  and  they  are  only  lighted  to  ten  or  eleven 
o’clock  at  night,  and  we  want  them  lighted  up  to 
twelve  o’clock  if  we  could  pay  for  it. 

130.  Do  you  prefer  leaving  things  as  they  are,  so  far 
as  concerns  the  sanitary  authority  1 — Yes. 

131.  Do  you  consider  that  the  Grand  Jury  give  you 
value  for  what  they  receive — We  are  not  exactly 
satisfied. 

132.  Do  you  think  the  money  is  expended  on  the 
town  ? — Not  a third  of  it. 

133.  But  you  don’t  think  you  could  do  it  cheaper? 
— This  is  a scattered  town  and  it  would  require  a 
good  deal  to  keep  it  up. 

134.  Do  you  think  the  advantages  the  people  outside 
derive  are  such  that  they  should  contribute  then- 
quota? — Considering  that  it  is  land  I think  they  ought. 
Thei-e  are  some  of  the  lands  held  as  townparks  and 
accommodation  lands. 


Dr.  Simon  Sheehan,  j.p.,  examined. 


135.  Do  you  think  the  town  should  he  extended  for 
the  purpose  of  rectifying  the  boundary  ?— That  was 
discussed  some,  years  ago ; some  ratepayers  proposed 
a radius  of  a mile  and  that  was  largely  opposed  at  the 
time ; one  or  two  of  them  would  have  been  here  to  day 
to  do  the  same  if  they  had  known. 

136.  Have  you  recognised  the  impracticability  of 
adopting  a hard  and  fast  circle  ?—  Yes.  I think  that 
is  my  recollection  of  the  objection  raised  before. 

137.  Do  you  live  in  the  town  l— Yes,  and  I have 
property  outside  it ; I am  a large  ratepayer  within  the 
present  boundary. 

138.  Would  you  object  to  extension?— I think  you 
ought  to  extend  it  in  one  or  two  directions,  but  the 
difficulty  is  to  get  an  exact  boundary. 


139.  Mr.  Lipsitt.  — I would  be  brought  in  myself  to  a 
large  extent,  and  my  proposal  is  to  rate  myself,  and  I 
merely  do  it  for  the  sake  of  doing  what  is  fair  for  the 
inhabitants  around. 

Dr.  Sheehan. — I object  to  the  circular  rating. 

140.  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  adopting 
equitable  rating  within  a mile  of  the  town  following 
same  well  defined  boundary  ? — The  objection  to  that 
before  was  pressed  by  Mr.  Dixon.  He  said  it  would 
take  in  people  who  have  no  benefit  from  the  town,  and 
they  would  get  no  value  whatever. 

141.  Mr.  Sweeney — There  was  a dread  then  that  if 
the  Commissioners  got  the  extension  they  wcnld 
increase  their  powers  and  then  be  able  to  levy  4s 
or  5s. 


Mr.  Edwa.rd  M'Nulty  examined. 


Mr.  Edward 
M'Nulty. 

142.  Where  do  you  live?— In  Ballyslxannon, 

143.  Have  you  any  property  outside?— I have. 

144.  In  which  direction  1 — The  Abbey. 

145.  You  are  aware  that  the  extension  of  one  mile 

would  take  in  portion  of  your  property  ?— I am  and  I 
think  in  the  absence  of  the  agent  of  that  proi^erty  it 
would  be  unfair  to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  If  the 
boundary  was  extended  in  that  direction,  the  landlord 
might  have  to  pay  most  of  the  rates  for  the  great  part 
of  the  holdings  are  under  £4.  1 

146.  Your  land  is  in  the  Abbey  ?— Yes. 

147.  And  yon  object  to  be  brought  in  ?— I object  on 

the  part  of  the  landlord,  if  he  would  he  obliged 'to  pay 
for  these  poor  tenants.  r J 


148.  On  what  ground  do  you  object  yourself  l-^That 
I am  paying  plenty  at  present,  and  that  the  rates  in 
the  town  are  well  able  to  do  all  that  is  required. 

149.  You  consider  that  the  Commissioners  do  not 
require  increased  funds  ? — I do. 

150.  When  these  people  outside  the  boundary  come 
in  they  leave  their  money  in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

151.  So  that  it  is  a mutual  advantage? — Yes,  it 
would  be  no  town  if  the  people  did  not  come  in  anti  leave 
their  money  in  it. 

lS^.  You  are  opposed  to  extension  on  behalf  of  your 
agent  and  on  your  own  part? — Yes.  There  are  a 
whole  lot  of  the  holdings  on  the  Abbey  valued  at  only 
£2  10«. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 
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ARKLOW.— 1st  MAY,  1879. 
(Before  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton.) 


Ametov. 


May  1,  18TV. 


Mr.  Chaules  J.  FitzHenuy  examined. 


1 Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  the  Town  Clerk  of 
Arklow? — lam.  . . 

2.  What  is  the  date  of  the  order  constituting  this  a 
township  t — The  8th  of  July,  18/8. 

3.  Was  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  adopted  in 
its  entirety,  or  only  in  parti— Only  in  part. 

4.  Was  it  adopted  for  water  1 — Not  for  water. 

5.  Not  for  a water  supply  1— No. 

6.  How  many  Commissioners  are  there  1 — Fifteen 
—twelve  for  the  Arklow  ward,  and  three  for  Fevry- 


uanx. 

7.  There  are  two  wards  1 — Yes. 

8.  Can  you  tell  me  the  number  of  ratepayers  quali- 
fied  to  vote  in  each  of  the  wards  1 — Nearly  everyone 
is  mted  to  £4. 

9.  Can  you  give  me  the  numbers  7 — I can  give  you 
them  by-and-by. 

10.  Perhaps  you  will  not  only  give  me  the  numbers 
qualified  to  vote,  but  also  the  number  qualified  to  sit 
as  Commissioners  if  elected  1— There  are  about  twenty 
qualified  to  sit  as  Commissioners. 

11.  In  each  ward!  I want  them  separately?— 
There  are  only  three  qualified  in  the  Ferrybank  ward, 
and  we  have  those  three,  and  there  are  seventeen 
others,  beside  the  twelve  we  have,  in  the  Arklow 
ward. 

12.  You  have  given  me  the  population  as  5,214, 
but  that  is  not  divided  into  the  two  wards? — Well,  I 
can  give  yon  that. 

13.  Please,  give  me  the  population  of  each  ward  1 
—I  will  do  so. 

14.  And  if  you  can  give  me  the  area  of  each  ward 
I shall  be  glad? — The  area  of  the  Ferrybank  ward 
would  be  559a.  Ik.  18p.,  and  the  balance  in  the 
Arklow  ward  is  1,012a.  3a.  29p. 

15.  Can  you  tell  me  the  valuation  of  each  ward? — 
Well,  I cannot  just  now. 

16.  Then  tell  me  the  total  valuation  ? — £4,428 — 
that  is  including  the  lauds  and  the  buildings 
together. 

17.  You  have  given  it  in  the  return  on  the 
■“queries”  as  £4,430? — Well,  at  that  time  there  was 
a mistake  on  the  rate-book. 


18.  Are  the  municipal  wards  coterminous  with  the 
wards  for  poor  law  purposes? — Yes ; I think  so. 

. 19.  They  are  coterminpus  with  the  electoral  divi- 
sion in  fact? — Yes ; we  have  two  electoral  divisions. 

20.  Arklow  and  Kilbride? — Yes. 

21.  You  have  struck  no  rate  as  yet  ? — We  have. 

22.  I mean  you  did  not  for  1878? — We  did  not. 

23.  What  rate  have  you  struck  now  % — Is.  in  the 
pound  on  houses,  and  3d.  on  land. 

24.  That  is  a Is.  rate  then  ? — Yes. 

25.  Now,  will  you  kindly  give  me  the  poor  law  rate 
i nle  years>  beginning  at  1874?— In  1874  it  was 
is-  lOtt. 

Yon  give  it  as  2s.  0d.  here  in  the  queries? — 
ihat  cannot  be  right,  because  I have  got  the  figures 
mn  about  to  give  you  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Union. 
2/.  Then  where  do  the  figures  in  the  queries  come 
roin  ^7-At  the  time  they  were  sent  to  you  it  was  at 
a meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  and  when  they  had 
not  the  poor  law  books. 

oq’  ?°u  fb®  figures  are  right  now? — Yes. 
is'-k  . 1874  what  was  the  poor  rate? — Is.  lOd. : in 

10/5,  it  was  2s.  lOd.  ; in  1876,  2s.  2d. : in  1877,  2s.  2d  : 
and  in  1878,  2s.  4 d. 

30.  What  was  the  county  cess  in  1874  ?— It  has 
on  an  average  for  five  years,  81d. 
ynthe half-year? — Yes,  sir. 

In  reference  to  the  poor  rate  that  you  have 


given  me — does  that  include  any  special  sanitary  rate  ? 
—It  includes  the  burial. 

33.  Of  how  much  'l—id. 

34.  Oil  what  year  ? — id.  all  through, 

35.  Every  year  ? — Yes.  It  lias  been  on  for  the  last 
twelve  or  fourteen  years,  hut  it  has  been  off  for  a 
couple  of  years. 

36.  But  it  is  on  at  present  ? — I cannot  say  whether 
it  was  on  in  1874,  but  it  is  in  1878. 

37.  And  there  is  no  other  special  rate  ? — No. 

38.  The  Guardians  are  the  sanitary  authority  of 
Arklow? — They  are. 

39.  And  they  have  struck  no  special  sanitary  rate 
— No  special  sanitary  rate  to  my  knowledge. 

40.  These  “queries”  were  submitted  to  the  Com- 
missioners ? — Yes. 

41.  And  did  the  Commissioners  consider  them  at 
their  meeting? — Yes. 

42.  At  a special  meeting  or  an  ordinary  meeting? 
— An  ordinary  meeting. 

43.  How  many  Commissioners  attended? — Thirteen. 

44.  And  were  they  unanimous  in  the  replies  that 
were  given  to  those  queries  ? — They  were. 

45.  And  I see,  by  one  of  them,  that  the  Commis- 
sioners consider  the  area  too  small  for  the  require- 
ments of  the  town  ? — That  was  their  opinion. 

46.  That  was  their  opinion  ? — Yes ; that  was  their 
opinion,  unanimously. 

47.  Then,  the  particular  grounds  on  which  they 
suggest  a change  are  put  down  as — 

“The  Town  Commissioners  consider  that  the  valuation 
of  the  present  area  is  insufficient  to  meet  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  the  township,  and  as  the  restoration  of  the  harbour 
is  a subject  which  closely  concerns  the  town  itself,  and  the 
property  adjoining  it,  they  think  it  desirable  that  as  large 
an  area  as  possible  should  be  included  with  the  town  m 
order  to  place  them  in  the  position  of  undertaking  any 
necessary  guarantee  required  by  Government  for  that  pur- 
pose.’’ 

Those  are  the  grounds  upon  which  they  suggest  an 
extension  of  the  area  ? — Yes,  sir.  These  are  the 
grounds ; but  they  have  other  grounds  as  well  since 
then. 

48.  I shall  be  glad  to  hear  them' afterwards.  Was 
any  particular  scheme  of  extension  suggested  ? — There 
lias  been. 

49.  Was  any  particular  extension  suggested  by  your 
Commissioners  on  that  day  ?— Not  on  that  day. 

50.  They  merely  recorded  the  fact  that  they  wanted 
an  extension  of  some  kind  ? — Quite  so. 

51.  Have  they  considered  the  question  since  that 
at  any  meeting  ? — They  have. 

52.  Have  they  come  to  any  conclusion  about  a par- 
ticular extension? — They  have. 

53.  Can  you  describe  that  extension? — I can  show 
it  to  you  on  the  map,  drawn  by  the  solicitor  for  the 
Commissioners. 

54.  At  what  meeting  did  they  consider  that,  and 
how  many  Commissioners  were  present  ? — The  meeting 
was  held  on  the  26th  of  April,  and  there  were  six 
Commissioners  present. 

55.  And  they  had  submitted  to  them  a particular 
extension  ? — They  had. 

56.  Did  they  approve  of  it? — They  all  approved  of 
it. 

57.  Unanimously? — Yes. 

58.  Will  you  describe  the  extension — Was  there  a 
resolution  giving  it  1 — There  was. 

59.  Read  it  please  ? — Witness  reads: — 

“It  was  proposed  by  Bernard  Kearney,  seconded  by  Mr. 
John  Hannigan — ‘That  the  Commissioners  be  represented 


Mr.  Charles  J. 
VitzHenrv. 
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Ahklow.  at  the  coming  meeting  of  the  Municipal  Boundaries  Com- 
May  i,  1879.  missioners,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1879,  by  their  solicitor,  Mr. 

Mr  Charles  T ^'oolnei  ' .to  advocate  an  extension  of  the  township  ; 

FitzHenrv.  that  t'lu  principle  which  they  consider  proper  is  that  a 

circle  should  be  drawn  on  the  Ordnance  map,  having  its 
centre  at  the  Arklow  Post  Office,  and  having  a radius  of 
two  statute  miles ; and  that  all  townlands  within  or  par- 
tially within  that  circle,  should  be  included  in  the  new 
township  boundary.’ " 

That  is  the  resolution. 

60.  Had  they  Commissioners  before  them  at  that 
time  details  of  the  quantity  of  land  that  would  be  taken 
in,  and  the  valuation  of  it  ? — I may  mention  that  the 
Commissioners  had  another  meeting  yesterday,  at 
which  this  resolution  was  followed  by  a resolution  that 
one-half  should  be  taken  in. 

61.  You  had  better  give  us  that  resolution.  Tell 


me  what  the  resolution  was  and  yoi 


e a copy 


afterwards  ? — That  one-half  should  be  taken  in,  and  any 
townlands  partially  within. 

62.  There  was  a meeting  of  the  Commissioners  yes- 
terday 1 — There  was. 

63.  And  they  came  to  the  conclusion  to  modify  the 
proposed  township  to  a radius  of  two  miles! — Yes. 

64.  What  was  the  modification? — Not  to  take  in 
all  townlands  within  or  partially  within  the  circle,  but 
to  take  in  one-half. 

65.  One-half  of  what  ? — Any  townlands  that  one-half 
was  not  included  within  the  two  miles  radius  should 
be  excluded.  If  more  than  one-half  of  a townland  lay 
outside  the  two-mile  radius  it  should  be  excluded. 

66.  If  more  than  one-half  of  a townland  lay  outside 

the  two-mile  radius  it  should  not  be  included  ? Yes. 

67 . Do  you  know  how  much  land  that  would  brill" 
in  1 — I cannot  tell  you  that  yet. 

68.  Mr.  Richard  T.  C.  Johnston. — I ap>pear  on 
behalf  of  the  Earl  of  Wicklow  and  a great  number  of 
his  tenants,  and  also  on  behalf  of  a great  number  of 
the  Earl  of  Carysfort’s  tenants,  and  I have  some 
observations  which  I shall  make  to  you  by-and-by. 

69  Mr.  Murray. — May  I ask  is  Lord  Wicklow 
totally  opposed  to  this  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.— He  is  totally  opposed,  and  I have 
the  instructions  of  his  lordship  to  oppose  it,  and  also 
of  a vast  number  of  his  tenants — some  tenants  who 
hold  300  acres  of  land  under  the  Earl  of  Wicklow. 

Examination  of  Mr.  FitzHenry  resumed. 

70.  Mr.  Cottox.— You  are  not  able  to  tell  us  how 
much  land  will  be  taken  in  by  this  proposal  of  the 
Commissioners? — No,  sir. 

71.  I want  you  to  furnish  me,  as  soon  as  you  are 
able,  with  a return  of  the  quantity  of  land  taken  in  by 
that  proposal  of  the  Commissioners  yesterday,  with  the 
valuation  of  it,  mid  the  number  as  nearly  as  you  can 
get  it,  of  voters  which  it  would  bring  in,  and  the 
number  of  people  that  it  would  bring  in  eligible  to  sit 
as  Commissioners  if  elected,  people  who  are  qualified? 
— 1 will  give  you  that. 

72.  How  many  electoral  divisions  does  the  present 
town  go  into? — Two. 

7S.  Wliafc  are  Hair  names  t— Arklow  and  Kilbride. 

' . lhere  are  electoral  divisions  I presume  running 
a very  long  way  away  from  Arklow  in  different 
directions  ? — They  do. 

75.  The  boundary  is  the  river,  I believe?— It  is. 

tO.  Has  the  Board  of  Commissioners  ever  considered 

the  question  of  becoming  the  sanitary  authority  for 
Arklow? — They  have  not  yet  considered  it. 

77.  Not  by  resolution? — No. 

78.  They  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  they  can  me- 
morial to  become  the  urban  sanitary  authority? They 

79.  They  have  struck  no  rates  nor  done  no  work! 
— I hey  have  struck  a rate. 

80.  They  have  done  no  work?— They  have  erected 
a number  of  lamps. 

SI  What  arrangements  are  made  at  present  for 
lighting  in  Arklow  ?-— The  lamps  are  lit  with  paraffin 
on.  1 

82.  By  the  Commissioners  ? — Yes. 


83.  At  what  expense  1 — At  an  expense  of  £11,. 

84.  That  is  the  estimated  expense  ?— It  is. 

85-  “ Al'ld.0'v  with  water !_«. 

coTSi  S'  Um,X  1 “7 

86.  Those  lamps  are  made  suitable  tor  aas  „ 

as  oil  i_ Yes.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  erect  forb 
more.  -r 

87.  Didtl.c  Commissioners  consider  the  question  of 

the  desirableness  or  otherwise  of  making  any  alteration 
m the  present  wards  ?— They  have  considered  the  ques- 
tion  of  the  alteration  of  the  township.  ” 

85.  But,  independent  of  that,  if  the  present  townshin 
was  not  altered,  did  they  wish  for  any  alteration  in  the 
wards  ? — I have  not  heard  the  Commissioners  exnress- 
any  wish  with  regard  to  that. 

89.  Supposing  this  extension  was  given  them  that 
they  now  ask  for,  what  do  they  propose  to  do  about 
the  wards  in  the  way  of  distributing  the  new  area  into 
wards? — The  Commissioners  have  not  expressed  an 
opinion  on  that. 

90.  They  have  not  said  whether  they  propose  any- 
thing in  the  way  of  new  wards,  or  to  throw  one  part 
into  one  ward  and  one  part  into  another? — They  have  not, 

91.  Mr.  Johnston. — What  now,  under  the  present 
system,  is  the  l-ate  which  the  Commissioners  have  pnt 
on  houses  — that  they  could  put?— Is.  on  buildings. 

92.  And  on  lands? — 3d. 

93.  What  is  the  total  sum  realised  by  that  taxi— 
£168  Ss. 

94.  You  say  that  the  erection  of  the  lamps  cost  £95 
12s.?— Yes. 

95.  What  has  the  expense  of  lighting  been? — The 
expense  of  lighting  since  December  1ms  been  £13. 

96.  And  £91— Yes. 

97 . I believe  the  paraffin  oil  used  by  the  lamps  is 
purchased  in  large  qmuvtities? — It  is  purchased  as  the 
Commissioners  require  it. 

98.  The  rato  is  cheap  1 — Yes,  as  cheap  as  it  caa  be 
procured. 

99.  What  is  the  present  rate  at  which  it  is  purchased  1 
— The  storage  of  it  and  all  is  Is.  per.  gallon,  and  it  is 
supplied  at  Is.  per.  gallon.  - 

100.  I believe  the  lamps  are  extinguished,  or  sup- 
posed to  be  extinguished,  at  eleven  o’clock  at  night  1— 
At  twelve,  I believe. 

101.  Mr.  Cotton. — What  is  tho  tendency  of  tins 
examination  ? — 

Mr.  Johnston. — The  tendency  of  it  is  to  ascertain 
what  the  present  expenses  are,  and  to  ascertain  whether 
from  the  present  taxes  which  are  imposed  they  have 
not  sufficient  to  meet  already  their  expenses. 

1 02.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  say  that  the  enlarged  area 
suggested  is  not  wanted  ? — 

Mr.  Johnston. — It  is  not  wanted  at  all,  and,  more 
than  that,  I may  tell  you  it  would  be  the  greatest 
possible  hardship  to  impose  taxation  on  gentlemen 
living  outside  the  town  who  won’t  receive  any  of  the 

benefits  or  ad  vantages  which  shouldaccniefrom  taxation. 

103.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  asking,  Mr.  FitzHenry, 
about  the  time  the  lamps  are  extinguished,  and  I cannot 
see  the  relevancy  of  that. 

104.  Mr.  FitzHenry. — The  rato  at  present  is  quite 
inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Commissioners. 

Cross-examination  resumed. 

105.  Mr.  Johnston. — On  moonlight  nights  thelamps 
are  not  lit  ? — Yes. 

106.  And  in  every  month  there  are  at  least  one 
dozen  moonlight  nights? — A week  only. 

107.  That  would  be  then  about  three  weeks  m-the 
month  that  the  lamps  would  be  lit,  and  extinguished 
at  twelve  o’clock  ? — Yes ) and  some  kept  lighting  all 
night. 

108.  Some  of  them? — Yes.  ' 

109.  How  many?— Twenty-four.  We  don’t  light 

any  lamps  in  the  summer.  ' . 

110.  Mr.  Cotton. — How  long  have  the  Commis- 
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sinners  been  lighting  «><»  town '-Since  the  16tll  o f 

| tfs.  Jolmton. — As  a matter  of  fact  tlie  town 
was  put  antler  the  provisions  of  the  Act  in  the  month 

°fn2^Mr.  Cotton.— And  as  a matter  of  fact  is  your 
first  year  your  most  expensive  year  ? 

Fitness- — Yes. 

113  Mr.  Johnston.— In  any  subsequent  year  would 
the  same  amount  of  money  which  they  would  require— 
would  it,  in  point  ol  fact,  be  less  than  is  required  for 
the  present  year  1— ' No ; it  would  be  move. 

114.  Was  your  first  year  more  expensive  than  usual  ? 

—The  first  year  has  been  very  expensive,  inasmuch  as 
our  income  is  but  £189.  Gs.,  and  our  expenditure  has 
been  £250,  and  we  have  only  provided  twenty-eight 
lamps,  whereas  the  Commissioners  intend  to  provide 
forty  more  next  year.  . , , 

115.  Mr.  Cotton. — Please  give  the  particulars  ol 

that  expenditure  1— Yes.  The  particulars  are:— 

“Messrs  Edmundson — cost  of  the  lamps,  £95  Is.  2d.  ; 
£50  for  a map  of  the  township — that  is  compulsory — 
£25  is  the  town  Clerk’s  salary  ; £4  8s.  is  the  poundage 
to  the  Pate  Collector ; printing  account  and  advertise- 
ments, £10  and  £1  7s.  8 d. ; and  then  £1  attendance 
for  the  Clerk  of  the  Ratlulrum  Union,  and  his  provid- 
ing the  rate  book  for  tlie  valuation  book.  1 think  that 
would  he  all. 

116.  Mr.  Johnston. — You  stated  that  it  is  intended 
bv  the  Commissioners  to  increase  the  number  of  lamps — 
they  are  already  twenty-eight  ? — Yes. 

117.  That  they  purpose  increasing  the  number  to 
forty  1— They  intend  to  get  forty  more,  besides  the 
twenty-eight. 

118.  That  would  be  making  it  sixty-oiglit  lamps  in 
point  of  fact  ? — It  would. 

119.  Do  you'  consider  it  necessary  that  a further 
number  of  forty  lamps  should  he  provided  £ — You 
must  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  it-js  not  what  I consider 
but  what  the  Commissioners  consider  necessary. 

120.  Do  you  consider  forty  additional  lamps 
necessary  ? — I do. 

121.  Within  what  area  is  it  contemplated  to  erect 
those  forty  additional  lamps? — Within  the  area  of 
the  present  township.  I believe  they  are  necessary. 


122.  Forty  more  lamps  ? — Yes. 

123.  Within  the  present  area  ? — Yes. 

124.  That  is  within  the  present  townlands  comprised 
within  the  town  ? — Yes. 

125.  Within  the  1,572  acres  constituting  the  present 
area  ? — Yes. 

126.  Mr.  Cotton. — Have  the  Commissioners  arrived 
at  any  decision  to  put  up  those  lamps? — There  has 
been  no  resolution  about  it  yet,  because  they  cannot 
take  immediate  steps  for  want  of  funds. 

127.  They  consider  they  want  more  money  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  the  light  ? — Yes. 

128.  Do  the  Commissioners  consider  that  they 
require  any  more  money  than  they  can  raise  on  the 
Is.  rate  ? — Yes,  they  do. 

129.  For  what  purposes? — For  flagging  the  town 
of  Arklow. 

130.  I believe  in  other  towns  the  Grand  Jury  have 
contributed  one-half  for  flagging  purposes,  and  they 
expect  the  same  here? — Yes. 

131.  Is  there  anything  else  that  the  Commissioners 
consider  that  they  have  not  money  enough  for? — If 
they  erected  forty  lamps  more  it  was  mentioned  that 
they  would  require  another  lamplighter,  and,  of  course, 
paraffin  oil  would  be  more  used,  and  the  Town 
Sergeant  would  be  required,  and  they  have  difficulty 
in  meeting  these  tilings. 

132.  Mr.  Johnston. — Tlie  object  of  the  proposed 
extension  is  in  order  to  raise  an  additional  tax  to 
defray  the  expense  of  the  erection  of  those  forty 
additional  lamps,  and  also  to  defray  the  expense  of 
flagging  the  footways  of  Arklow  ? — Yes,  and  for  other 
things  which  the  Commissioners  have  not  gone  into 
yet. 

133.  What  is  the  present  distance  between  the 
twenty-four  lamps — that  is  from  one  lamp  to  the  other 
—what  is  the  distance  ? — They  differ  very  much. 

134.  What  is  the  average  distance? — That  is  a 
tiling  I could  not  very  well  tell  yon. 

135.  Have  there  been  complaints  made  that  it  is 
proposed  by  tlie  Commissioners  to  increase  tbe  lamps 
so  largely  ? — There  have.  Tlie  Commissioners  consider 
that  the  number  of  lamps  at  present  provided  for  the 
town  is  quite  inadequate. 

136.  Have  there  been  any  complaints? — I think 
there  have  been. 


Mr.  J.  K.  Toomey  examined. 


137.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  tbe  solicitor  to  the 
Commissioners? — I am. 

138.  Are  you  authorised  by  them  to  represent  their 
views  on  this  inquiry  ? — I am. 

139.  Will  you  state  what  their  views  are  in  seeking 
this  extension  that  has  been  spoken  of  ? — It  was  pro- 
posed before  we  hacl  any  knowledge  that  this 
Commission  was  about  to  be  constituted  at  all,  it  was 
proposed  that  there  should  be  some  changes  in  their 
area  and  taxing  powers.  They  found  very  shortly 
after  they  commenced  operations  that  their  area  was 
too  limited,  and  it  was  proposed,  and  I was  instructed 
to  take  proceedings  under  the  5th  section,  of  the 
Towns’  Improvement  Act,  for  the  extension  ■ and  in 
making  inquiries  about  that  I ascertained  from  Mr. 
O’Brien  that  tlie  present  Commission  was  about  to  be 
sped.  I brought  that  matter  before  tbe  Earl  of  Carysfort 
and  the  other  Commissioners,  and  they  took  no  action 
until  this  Commission,  reserving  their  views  until  they 
laid  them  before  you  now.  • 

140.  Can  you  tell  me  what  the  Commissioners  seek 
this  extension  now  for  ? — The  Commissioners  at 
first,  without  having  any  map  before  them,  or  having 
anything  else  except  the  ordinary  small  scale  map  of 
°“e  to  the  mile,  thought  that  all  townlands 
should  be  included  within  a two-mile  radius. 

141.  Do  you  mean  all  townlands  touched  by  that 
radius  ? — Yes,  and  when  this  came  to  be  investigated 
afterwards,  when  it  came  to  he  put  down  on  paper  as 
1 now  lay  ^ before  you,  it  turned  out  that  there  were 


a number  of  townlands  that  would  be  just  shaved  by 
the  line,  and  that  would  be  extending  almost  a mile 
away  again  ; and  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  not  be  fair  and  just,  and  they  modified  that 
proposition  at  their  meeting  yesterday,  and  the  map 
I have  laid  before  you  is  a tolerably  accurate  map  of 
the  township  and  the  townlands  adjoining. 

'142.  What  is  the  size  of  the  present  township? — 
It  would  be  very  nearly  included  in  an  area  of  one 
mile,  except  the  townland  of  Kilbride,  which  is  not 
included  within  the  present  township,  although  it 
comes  -within  less  than  half  a mile  of  the  present 
township. 

143.  Excluding  the  townland  of  Kilbride,  the  town- 
ship may  be  described  as  enclosed  within  a circle  of 
one-mile  radius  ? — It  may. 

144.  The  Commissioners  wish  to  extend  it  one 
mile  more  excluding  those  townlands  of  which  a small 
portion  only  came  within  that  radius  1 — Yes. 

145.  What  are  their  grounds  for  seeking  an  exten- 
sion?—They  consider  that  persons  residing  within 
that  distance  derive  benefit  quite  commensurate  with 
tbe  taxation  that  they  propose  to  put  upon  them. 
They  are  having  the  town  lighted  in  the  first  instance. 
The  streets  of  this  township  are  very  narrow,  and  the 
gradients  of  the  different  roads  are  very  steep,  and 
consequently  they  require  lighting  worse  than  any 
town  I have  ever  been  in.  It  is  now  partially  lighted, 
and  they  seek,  as  you  have  heard,  to  fully  light  the 
town.  They  also  seek  to  flag  the  footpaths  of  the 
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town,  which  arc  in  a very  bad  state.  They  do  not 
propose  to  interfere  with  the  roadways,  but  they  do 
propose  going  to  the  Grand  Jury,  and  asking  them 
for  a contribution  of  one-half  towards  the  flagging  of 
the  streets,  and  they  think  that  the  Grand  Jury  can 
scarcely  now  refuse  that  application.  They  did  not 
refuse  such  a request  when  there  were  no  means  of 
appeal,  and  now  under  the  Act  of  Parliament  we  could 
get  ourselves  at  once  severed  from  the  Grand  J ury,  if 
they  refused  that  reasonable  proposition. 

146.  Do  you  mean  to  take  up  all  the  fiscal  powers  of 
the  Grand  Jury  1 — Yes  ; that  could  be  done  if  they 
refused,  but  we  do  not  wish  to  do  that  if  it  can  be 
avoided. 

147.  You  must  become  the  urban  sanitary  autho- 
rity first  1 — Yes,  I know  that.  It  is  the  intention  of 
the  Town  Commissioners  to  become  the  sanitary 
authority,  as  Arklow  is  a town  very  far  behind  indeed 
in  sanitary  matters.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
sewer  in  the  town  of  Arklow.  There  is  no  drainage, 
and  there  are  a great  many  houses  undrained  and 
without  any  sanitary  accommodation  in  the  rere. 

14S.  Have  the  Guardians  done  anything  whatever 
in  the  way  of  sanitary  matters  for  the  township  1 — As 
far  as  I know,  they  have  done  some  scavenging,  but 
nothing  more  that  I am  aware  of. 

149.  They  have  not  struck  any  special  sanitary  rate 
for  the  purpose? — I don’t  know.  I am  awafe  that 
the  Commissioners  think  that  they  ought  to  have  the 
administration  of  sanitary  matters. 

150.  And  they  are  going  to  apply  for  it?— They 
are;  1 believe  they  are.  I can  tell  you  also  that 
Arklow  is  a place  subject  to  epidemics.  Whenever 
they  have  an  epidemic,  even  with  all  the  precautions 
taken  by  the  most  skilled  people,  they  found  great 
difficulty  in  controlling  it  until  it  ran  its  course,  and 
of  course  in  the  cases  of  epidemics,  proper  drainage 
would  greatly  mitigate  the  danger,  and  would  be  ns 
great  a benefit  to  the  persons  resident  within  the 
districts  proposed  to  be  embraced  as  to  the  persons  in 
the  town,  because  they  are  equally  unwilling  to  be 
endangered  by  it. 

151.  How  much  land  would  be  taken  in  by  this 
extension  ? — I have  not  any  idea.  I made  a calculation 
of  the  amount  of  land  taken  in  by  the  first  proposed 
extension.  When  the  Commissioners  only  arrived  at 
this  conclusion  so  late  as  yesterday  afternoon  it  was 
impossible  for  one  to  make  a minute  calculation,  but  I 
will  have  the  information  you  require  laid  before  you. 

I may  say  that  the  Commissioners  have  administered 
the  funds  entrusted  to  them  so  far  with  as  great 
economy  as  possible,  and  the  cost  of  lighting  has  been 
very  trifling  indeed,  and  the  cost  of  erectiug  the  public 
lamps  and  other  matters  has  been  kept  down  • they 
advertised  them  and  got  tenders,  and  took  the  lowest 
tender,  and  in  every  way  their  desire,  has  been  and  is 
to  economise  the  funds  entrusted  to  them.  There  is 
great  unanimity  on  the  board  and  I have  never  seen 
any  want  of  unanimity  upon  it  since  they  began  to 
meet. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Johnston. 

152.  You  yourself  are  conversant  with  the  locality 

proposed  to  be  taken  in,  in  this  extended  area? 

I am. 

153.  And  I apprehend  that  you  know  a number  of 

gentlemen  who  reside  in  the  proposed  area? Yes. 

154.  And  you  are  aware  they  are  large  landowners  ? 
— Yes. 

155.  You  know  Mr.  Robert  Hodson  of  Sea  Bank  ? 
—Yes,  very  well. 

156.  His  property  is  proposed  to  be  included  in  the 
two  mile  radius  ? — I don’t  think  it  would  come  in  in  the 
modified  radius. 

157.  These  gentlemen  hold  extensive  property  there? 
— They  do  there. 

158.  Well,  the  tax  that  it  is  proposed  to  put  on  them 
will  be  at  the  rate  of  3d.  in  the  pound  on  their  lands  ? 
— Yes,  that  is  the  highest. 

J 59.  That  would  come  to  a large  sum  ? — Yes.  It  is 


for  tile  purpose  of  getting  that  sum  tint  tb. 
extension  is  sought.  e PWs®»t 

ICO.  You  stated  that  tho.se  gentlemen  who  reside 
outside  the  present  area,  and  who  will  be  wiLTtt 
proposed  ores,  that  they  will  derive  benefits 
sorate  with  the  tax  they  will  have  to  jmAjS1 
most  of  thorn  hold  their  land  so  close  to  the  torn,  t 
Arklow  that  it  must  do  them  good,  and  any  iZL.?' 

ment  in  the  market  must  beneficially  affect  them  kn 

improvement  in  tile  toon  of  Arklow  must  afflict  rtf' 1 
men  who  hold  laud  so  close  to  it.  ° e‘ 

16!.  What  is  the  material  benefit  had  by  tW- 
gentlemen  living  almost  two  miles  outside  the  present 
township  or  those  living  outside  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  town- -what  material  benefit  would  tliev 
derive  by  having  forty  additional  lamps  erected  within 
the  town.  Twenty-eight  lamps  have  cost  .£95  ls  an(j 
that  would  be  a fair  criterion  of  the  cost  What  advan- 
tage would  the  proprietor  of  Templeranuey  derive  from 
being  lighted  to  the  increased  extension?— Both  the 
gentlemen  you  have  named  would  derive  advantage. 
Take  Mr.  Hudson  first — the  additional  advantage  Mr. 
Hodson  would  derive  is  that  he  to  my  certain  know- 
ledge, oil  four  or  five  eveniugs  a week  comes  into  the 
town,  and  goes  home  in  the  evening,  generally  later- 
say  at  half  past  ten  o’clock— and  now  that  the  town  is 
partially  lit,  and  when  we  are  better  lit  there  will  be 
no  danger  of  any  collision. 

162.  Has  Mr.  Hodson  complained  about  being  in- 
sufficiently lit? — No,  no  one  has  made  any  complaint. 

1G3.  Are  you  aware  that  he  is  going  to  oppose  it  I 
— Certainly  ; and  I know  that  if  I were  him  I would 
like  very  much  that  the  townspeople  of  Arklow  should 
keep  the  town  proper  and  at  their  own  expense,  and  I 
would  oppose  it  too. 

1G4.  This  proposed  flagging  of  the  footways  will 
cost  a considerable  sum? — It  will. 

105.  A considerable  sum  ? — Yes. 

1GG.  Supposing  that  the  Grand  Jury  would  defray 
one  moiety  of  the  expense,  yet  the  other  moiety  would 
be  considerable  ? — It  would  be  a substantial  sum. 

1G7.  What  would  the  material  benefit  be  derived 
from  the  flagging  of  the  footways — what  would  that  be 
to  those  residing  two  miles  outside  of  the  town?— The 
material  benefit  that  gentlemen  driving  in  carriages 
and  other  vehicles  derive  when  they  can  get  down  off 
those  vehicles  and  walk  about  the  footways  without 
danger  of  catching  cold ; and  of  having  those  footways 
kept  clean — all  the  usual  benefits  of  footways  in  other 
towns. 

168.  In  other  words,  the  contemplation  of  the  Com- 
missioners to  have  footways  is,  that  they  may  become 
a fashionable  promenade  for  carriage  people?— I 
didn’t  say  that.  Another  point  is  that  when  people 
are  beginning  to  build,  one  of  the  first  things  to  he 
done  is  flagging,  and  in  my  opinion  it  should  be  done 
here  too. 

169.  Yes,  but  not  at  the  expense  of  those  who  reside 
at  a distance  of  two  miles  from  the  town,  and  who 
have  considerable  property,  and  who  are  taxed  vastly 
more  in  proportion  to  those  who  are  small  house- 
holders in  the  town  ? 

170.  Mr.  Cotton. — I don’t  understand  that. 

171.  Mr.  Johnston. — Mr.  Hodson’s  valuation  is 
£257  a year  ? 

Witness. — Yes. 

172.  Threepence  in  the  pound — how  much  would 

that  be  ? — It  would  be  about  £5.  . 

173.  The  house  is  a separate  valuation,  and  Is.  m 

the  pound  on  that  valuation  ? — That  would  be  abou 
£1  7s.  , , , 

174.  So  that  Mr.  Hodson’s  valuation  would  oe 

something  like  £6  10s.?— Yes;  and  it  would  never 
require  to  be  levied,  because  if  the  Boundary  Commis- 
sioners are  pleased  to  recommend  an  extended  area, 
there  would  be  no  necessity  for  levying  the  maximum 
amount  of  the  taxation.  , . 

175.  That  would  be  merely  fancy?— There  wouia 
be  no  necessity.  There  would  be  a larger  area  an 
smaller  taxation. 
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176  But  they  would  have  the  legal  power  of  en- 
forcing the  maximum  lutel-Thcy  would  of  course 

17?!  Mr.  Cotton.— In  fact,  what  you  suggest  as  the 
nmuosal  of  the  Commissioners,  the  result  of  that  won  hi 
L that  the  ratepayers  of  the  present  township  would 
1*  relieved,  while  the  others  would  have  something 
thrown  on  them,  without  going  the  entire  extent  ?- 
Tliat  is  quite  true. 

178.  Mr.  Johiston. — The  proposal  is  to  tax  land- 
holders residing  one  and  two  miles  from  the  town  who 
won’t  have  any  benefit  from  the  increased  number  of 
lamps,  and  the  proposed  flagging  of  the  footways,  Mr. 
Toomey’s  reason  being  that  they  will  be  a fashionable 

,,r°17.r  Mr.  Toomey. — I may  also  say  that  the  Earl  of 
Carysfort  is  represented  here.  You  will  see  by  this 
map  of  the  township  that  the  town  consists  of  two 
,.states— there  are  only  two  in  it— all  tlic  townlanils 
marked  “ yellow”  belong  to  the  Earl  of  Wicklow,  anil 
those  marked  “pink”  to  the  Earl  of  Carysfort.  I 
lielieve  the  Earl  of  Carysfort  is  anxious  that  there 
should  be  an  extension  of  the  municipal  boundary. 

180.  Mr.  William  Anderson. — I appear  here  for  the 
Earl  of  Carysfort,  and  I shall  examine  Lord  Carysfort’s 
agent. 

Examination  of  Mr.  Toomey  resumed. 

181.  Mr.  Johnston. — Mr.  FitzHenry  lias  stated  a 
number  of  items,  representing  the  forty  lamps  and  tlic 


3»3 

proposed  (lagging,  he  also  stated  various  other  matters,  Auklow. 
canyon,  as  the  solicitor  to  the  Commissioners,  state  .W"</1.ih<- 
if  you  are  aware  what  the  other  proposed  improve-  Rjr  f 
ments  are  ? — Yes ; they  have  felt  the  need  of  the  Toomey. 
services  of  a Town  Sergeant. 

182.  Ami  what  is  that  gentleman  to  do  1 — Everyone 
knows  the  duties  of  a Town  Sergeant — to  attend  to  the 
lamps,  to  attend  to  other  matters,  and  to  serve  sum- 
monses. 

183.  As  a matter  of  fact  is  there,  not  a person  to 
attend  to  the  lamps — would  it  not  be  more  economical 
that  lie  slioidd  be  continued  on  ? — Very  likely  lie  will 
be  the  Town  Sergeant  at  increased  pay.  He  could  not 
afford  to  act  for  the  same  pay.  He  only  gets  ten 
shillings  a week. 

184.  Mr.  Cotton. — As  a matter  of  fact  the  Com- 
missioners consider  that  they  have  not  enough  money 
at  present  ? — They  have  not  enough,  sir,  and  tlic  sani- 
tary state  of  the  town  is  the  crying  evil.  The  Town 
Commissioners,  while  they  suggest  this  data  of  a two 
mile  radius,  and  the  data  I have  already  given  as  a 
reasonable  extension,  at  the  same  time  they  wish  to 
come  before  the  Boundaries  Commissioners  and  say 
that  they  ask  them  for  whatever  relief  they  consider 
is  necessary  and  proper,  and  they  were  more  inclined 
to  give  their  evidence  and  to  leave  it  to  the  Boundaiy 
Commissioners  to  consider  what  was  equitable,  then 
they  were  to  dictate  to  the  Commissioners. 


Mr.  STorroRD  Haltin  examined. 

185.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  tu-e  Chairman  of  flic  Town  Examined  b7  Mr.  Toomey. 

Commissioners,  Dr.  Halpin '! — I am,  in  the  absence  of  193.  What  is  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  of 
the  Earl  of  Carysfort  who  is  absent  several  months  of  Arklow  ? — It  has  improved  very  much  of  late 
the  year.  I have  nothing  to  add  011  the  part  of  the  years. 

Commissioners  to  the  evidence  Mr.  Toomey  has  given  194.  Is  the  sewerage  in  the  town  of  Arklow  in  a 
with  regard  to  the  question  of  an  extension ; and  with  satisfactory  state  ? — It  is  very  defective  in  the  lower 
reference  to  the  question  of  a Town  Sergeant,  I think  portion  of  the  town. 


Mr.  Stopford 
Halpin. 


195.  You  are  the  principal  medical  officer  of  the 
town  for  all  except  Ferrybank  1 — Yes. 

190.  And  you  are  acquainted  very  well  with  the 
fishermen  1 —Very  well,  for  the  last  twenty -three 
years. 

197.  Is  there  an  overcrowded  population" — Con- 
siderably so  ; so  much  so  that  Lord  Carysfort  has  im- 
proved as  much  as  lie  could. 

198.  Do  you  consider  that  sanitary  measures  arc 
necessary  in  order  to  lessen  the  danger  of  that  over- 
crowded' population  %— There  is  no  town  iu  Ireland 
requires  much  more  of  it. 

199.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  if  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners became  the  urban  sanitary  authority,  it  would 
enable  them  to  deal  with  that  ? — I think  it  would 
give  them  far  greater  advantages  than  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  who  are  not  on  the  spot  at  all. 

200.  You  think  they  could  deal  with  it  more  effect- 

ually and  economically  1 — Yes ; more  economically  I am 
sure.  ...  . 

201.  Is  there  difficulty  in  controlling  an  epidemic  ! 

There  is  great  difficulty  in  trying  to  control  the 

present  epidemic.  . 

202.  And  you  recollect  the  epidemic  of  cholera— is 
it  youi-  opinion  that  the  same  difficulty  was  found  then  1 
Yes. 

203!  Have  those  persons  that  we  seek  to  include- 
received,  or  would  they  receive,  benefit  from  any  sani- 
tary world— I think  they  receive  benefit  in  like  pro- 


it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  bring  in  the  dog  tax, 
fines,  and  so  forth,  and  to  introduce  things  that  the 
Commissioners  consider  desirable.  Many  of  the  Com- 
missioners consider  it  desirable  that  there  should  be 
urinals  erected  through  tlie  town. 

186.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  that? — I think 
there  should  he  those  urinals. 

187.  You  are  aware  that  that  is  a sanitary  matter 
and  would  not  come  imder  the  Towns  Improvement 
late.  It  would  be  a sanitary  matter  altogether  1 — 

Yes  ; and  they  wish  to  adopt  the  sanitary  laws,  and  it 
could  be  done  then  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

188.  They  can  ask  for  it  and  as  a matter  of  course 
they  will  get  it  ? — It  has  been  done  in  Wicklow. 

^ 189.  They  are  intitled  to  it  as  a matter  of  right  1 — 

Yes,  sir.  There  is  just  one  observation  that  I wish  to 
make.  I believe  the  Town  Commissioners,  towns- 
people, and  all  are  most  anxious.  I think  it  would  be 
a great  advantage,  even  to  those  persons  within  a two- 
mile  radius,  that  there  should  be  a harbour  here. 

190.  Do  I understand  you  to  say  as  Chairman  of 
the  Town  Commissioners — do  you  wish  to  represent 
that  the  extension  is  sought  for  the  purpose  of  guaran- 
teeing in  any  way  a Government  loan  for  a harbour  ? — 

By  no  means  ; 1 do  not. 

191.  Does  the  question  of  a harbour  bear  upon  the 
question  of  the  boundaries  ? — Scarcely,  but  it  is  only 

just  to  prove  to  you  that  there  are  persons  probably  ^ _ 

coining  forward  who  would  not  otherwise  have  come  portion  to  what  I receive  when  going  into  an  important 
forward,  because  there  is  a slight  taxation  sought  to  be  city  or  town.  I think  it  would  tend  to  improve  the 
put  upon  them,  and  they  derive  all  the  advantages — town  very  much. 

decidedly,  the  same  as  we  do  when  we  go  to  Dublin — 204.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  it? 

just  in  that  way.  __No  town  in  lrcland  requires  it  move.  There  are  not 

192.  Mr.  Johnston. — In  reference  to  this  guarantee,  worse  footways  anywhere.  I never  saw  any  place 
which  the  Earl  of  Carysfort  has  signed,  has  not  the  that  required  it  more. 

t*rl  of  Carysfort  since  declined  to  be  responsible  for  205.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  people  outside  the 
the  amount  ? — He  has  not.  town  would  derive  benefit  from  the  flagging  1 — Yes ; I 

3 E 2 
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think  they  derive  benefitto  the  same  extent  as  any  other 
person  would,  walking  along  the  footways. 

208.  Mr.  Cotton. — How  far  would  you  be  disposed 
to  carry  that  benefit — in  point  of  distance  ? — I would 
not  go  outside  the  town. 

207.  I understand  you  to  say  that  gentlemen  living 
outside  Arklow  derived  benefit  from  the  town  being 
kept  in  a better  condition? — Yes ; I think  they  would 
derive  benefit  from  the  improved  footpaths. 

208.  How  far  from  the  middle  of  the  town  of  Arklow 
does  that  benefit  extend  ? — Taking  the  post  office  as 
the  centre  of  the  town — I suppose  over  Ferrybanlc,  half 
a mile  or  three-quarters,  I would  not  go  beyond  that. 

209.  You  do  not  understand  the  question  I put  to 
you.  I understand  you  to  say  that  the  people  generally, 
who  live  in  the  country  outside  the  town  of  Arklow, 
derive  advantage  from  the  town  of  Arklow  being  kept 
in  proper  order  ? — They  derive  advantage  from  the  good 
state  of  the  town,  and  from  the  action  of  the  Town 
C ommissioners. 

210.  How  far  does  that  benefit  extend  ? Do  gentle- 
men derive  a real  benefit  from  the  state  of  the  town — 
from  the  footways  ? — I think  they  do. 

211.  For  four  miles? — I think  for  three  or  four 
miles  they  do. 

212.  Do  you  go  as  far  as  to  say  that  gentlemen  living 
four  miles  away  from  the  town  of  Arklow  should  con- 
tribute to  the  cost  of  the  footpaths  ? — I do  not. 

213.  People  living  how  far  off  then? — A mile  ora 
mile  and  a half. 

214.  How  far  would  you  go  ? — A mile  or  a mile  and 
a half,  that  would  be  the  extreme  that  I would  go.  I 
would  not  go  further  than  that ; that  would  be  the 
utmost. 

215.  Mr.  Toomey. — I believe  I state  your  views 
when  I state  this — that  the  persons  who  are  resident  in 
the  town  do  not  derive  the  principal  benefit? — Yes  ; it 
is  very  easy  to  understand  that. 

216.  Those  residing  a quarter  of  a mile  off  would  not 
derive  a benefit  as  great  ? — Yes. 

_ 216.  And  as  you  reside  from  the  town  the  benefit 
diminishes  ?-— Yes. 

217.  But  it  is  impossible  to  diminish  taxation  in 
a like  ratio  ? — That  is  so. 

218.  Mr.  Cotton. — Has  any  sanitary  work  been 
done  by  the  rural  sanitary  authority  within  the  last 
few  years  ? — Nothing  but  the  cleaning  of  a few  lanes, 
and  there  is  a conflict  between  the  Board  of  Guardians 
and  the  county  surveyor  on  the  subject. 

219.  You  don’t  know  how  much  has  been  spent  by 
the  Guardians  on  sanitary  matters  ? — I could  ascertain 
that  in  a few  minutes. 

220.  Do  you  know  if  any  sanitary  rate  has  been 
struck  on  the  electoral  division  ? — Nothing,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a burial  rate. 

221.  Are  you  aware  of  some  places  in  this  town 
where  there  is  no  possible  means  of  getting  rid  of  the 
night  soil  and  matter  from  the  houses  except  by  trow- 
ing them  upon  the  public  roadway  ? — I am  aware  of  a 
number  of -houses  where  that  is  so. 

222.  And  the  people  are  in  the  habit  of  throwing 
their  night  soil  upon  the  public  road  ?— Yes. 

223.  Mr.  Johnston. — You  said  that  the  sewerage 
and  the  footpaths  of  the  town  of  Arklow  are  in  an  ex- 
ceedingly bad  state  ? — It  could  not  be  worse. 

224.  Let  me  ask  you  is  not  that  mainly  owing  to  a 
great  engineering  difficulty  ?— I think  it  is. 

. 2^5.  As  a matter  of  fact  is  it  not  the  case  that  there 
rs  no  outlet  for  sewerage  in  the  tank?— There  is  an 
outlet  but  there  is  great  difficulty  in  bringing  the  mat- 
ter to  the  outlet.  It  requires  some  tanks  to  flush. 


226.  Quite  so.  There  is  an  insuperable  ensrinpmin  , 

difficulty? — Not  at  all.  c“gmeeimg 

227.  When  I say  insuperable,  I mean  that  it  cannot 
be  done  except  at  very  great  cost?— I differ  with  vou 
very  much  about  that. 

228.  Well  it  is  something  like  bringing  the  Vartry 
to  Dublin  ?— It  is,  on  a very  small  scale.  Mr.  Brett 
has  been  engaged  on  it  several  times.  It  requires  a 
tank  for  flushing. 

229.  As  a matter  of  fact  is  not  the  level  thereabout 
the  level  of  the  river?- — No;  I don’t  know.  I think  it 
is  rather  on  a level  with  it  at  high  water. 

230.  But  there  are  great  difficulties  to  carryin®  otf 
the  sewage? — Not  if  we  had  money  to  do  it.  ° 

231.  You  stated  further  on,  in  reply  to  a question 
from  Mr.  Toomey,  that  there  is  great  difficulty  in  con- 
trolling the  spread  of  air  epidemic  in  this  town?— I 
think  there  is. 

232.  Is  there  a very  large  population  in  the  town  of 
Arklow? — Upwards  of  5,000. 

233.  And  the  small-pox  broke  out  here  I believe  a 
couple  of  months  since? — It  did. 

234.  And  you  are  the  doctor  that  principally  attend- 
ed to  the  cases  ? — I am. 

235  You  stated  also,  with  reference  to  the  flagging 
of  the  town,  and  the  Commissioners  asked  you  a veiy 
important  question  as  to  that,  as  to  what  extent  you 
would  say  that  those  living  outside,  at  a distance,  were 
benefited  ? — In  proportion  as  they  live  near  to  it. 

236.  A mile  or  a mile  and  a half? — I would  not  flag 
it  to  that  extent. 

237.  And  with  regard  to  those  living  in  the  town, 
would  it  not  ornament  their  houses  to  have  them  nicely 
flagged? — It  would. 

238.  How  would  that  benefit  the  people  living  out- 
side the  town? — I think  they  would  like  to  have  clean, 
nice  footpaths. 

239.  But  they  would  not  like  to  have  to  pay  for 
them  ? — That  is  the  rub. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Anderson. 

240.  You  are  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners, and  of  course  you  know  the  different  townlands 
within  the  township?-- 1 do. 

241.  Do  you  know  how  many  townlands  there  are 
on  the  south  side  of  the  liver? — Nine. 

242.  And  how  many  on  the  north  side  ?— Three. 

243.  And  if  you  took  a radius  from  the  town  of 
Arklow  of  about  a mile,  would  not  that  include  all  the 
townlands  upon  the  south  side  ? — It  would. 

244.  And  if  you  took  that  radius  on  the  north  side 
would  it  include  all  the  townlands? — It  would  only  in- 
clude one,  and  a piece  of  an  additional  one. 

245.  Are  all  the  townlands  within  a mile  radius  on 
the  north  side  included  in  the  township  ? — Oh,  no, 

246.  What  townlands  are  excluded  ?— There  is 
nothing  in  it  of  Kilbride,  or  Kilniskeydufl. 

247.  What  is  the  area  of  Kilbride?— 317acres. 

248.  I understand  that  the  area  within  annleradms 
would  be  proper  to  include  within  the  township  >—  i e3> 
about  a mile  or  a mile  and  a quarter. 

249.  Mr.  Johnston. — There  is  one  question  yitu 
reference  to  the  area  of  the  Earl  of  Wicklow  s es  e-- 
What  is  the  area  on  the  other  side  of  the  river tiias 
you  propose  taking  in — on  the  Earl  of  ™ickie« 
estate? — I don’t  know  indeed;  all  I know  is, 
Commissioners  generally  are  altogether  disposer  11 
put  more  belonging  to  Lord  Carysfort  than  o 
Wicklow.  They  think  both  noblemen  are  PreP"“ 
equally  to  share.  I n.m  not  able  to  answer  your  q 
tion. 


Major  Edward 
Bajdr. 


Major  Edwahd  Bayly  examined. 


250.  Mr.  Anderson. — You  are  Lord  Carysfort’s 
agent  ? — Yes. 

251.  And  you' know  what  Lord  Carysfort’s  wishes 

are  in  regard  to  this  extension  of  the  township  ? Yes 


252.  Is  he  unfavourable  or  otherwise  to  the ex  wn: 
-If  the  Commissioners  are  unanimous  m wiamng 
m extension,  and  they  think  that  it  is  desir  : 
vould  not  oppose  it,  provided  there  was  an  equ 
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! »ken  in  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  the  same  as  on 
the  south. 

053  Mr.  Cotton. — From  the  circumstances  of  the 
Major  Bayly,  you  will  see  that  striking  a radius 
around  the  town  would  not  include  as  much  of  the 
north  side  as  the  south.  Would  it  meet  Lord  Carys- 
fort’s  views  if  an  equal  radius  was  struck? — I don’t 
understand  what  the  Commissioners  want  at  all. 

254.  The  Commissioners  recommend  that  an  exten- 
sion should  be  sought  for,  guided  by  this  line  which  is 
struck,  at  a two-mile  radius  from  the  town  of  Arklow, 
omitting  all  such  townlands  of  which  the  greater  half 
lies  outside  that  radius? — But  they  have  not  given 
any  figures  as  regards  the  area,  therefore  I cannot  say 
anything  about  it. 

255.  As  a matter  of  fact  you  may  assume  that  the 
area  on  the  south  side  would  be  greater  than  on  the 
north? — Then,  on  behalf  of  Lord  Carysfort,  I would 
object  to  it. 

256.  You  would  consent  to  the  same  area  north 
and  south  ? — Yes. 

257.  Quite  irrespective  of  distance  or  radius  ? — Yes. 
If  the  townland  of  Kilbride  was  added  on  the  north 
side,  it  would  equalize  the  area  on  the  north  as  well 
as  the  south. 

258.  What  is  the  area  of  the  townlands  on  the  south 
side  ? — Of  Lord  Carysfort’s  ? 

259.  Yes?— The  area  is  897a.  Ik.  5f. 

260.  There  is  also  the  Abbey  lands? — Yes;  about 
115  acres. 

261.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  area  of  the  town- 
lands  at  present  on  the  north  side  within  the  town- 
ship?— 559a.  Ik.  18p. 

262.  What  is  the  area  of  tire  townland  of  Kilbride  ? 
—317a.  2b.  35  p. 

263.  If  Kilbride  were  taken  in  on  the  north  side 
you  would  get  about  887  acres  on  the  north  side,  and 
897  acres  on  the  south  side  ? — Yes ; or  as  nearly  os 
possible  a radius  of  one  mile  from  the  centre  of  the 
town,  taking  the  townland  boundaries. 

264.  Then  as  I understand  it  at  present,  as  regards 
the  north  side,  if  you  take  that  radius,  Kilbride  is 
the  only  townland  left  out  % — Yes,  it  is  the  only  town- 
land,  because  one  could  not  include  Killiniskeyduff, 
and  there  is  only  a small  portion  of  that. 

265.  By  adopting  Kilbride  you  would  be  adopting 
the  townland  boundaries? — Yes;  it  would  be  equal, 
and  would  save  the  township  great  expense  by  adopting 
the  townland  boundaries  and  not  cutting  fields. 

266.  Are  you  in  favour  of  adopting  the  townland 
boundary  system? — I am. 

267.  Will  the  people  of  Kilbride  deiive  as  much 
benefit  from  the  municipal  authority  as  the  other  parts 
proposed  to  be  included? — Quite  as  much  as  a large 
portion  of  Lord  Carysfort’s  property. 

268.  I presume  the  people  of  Kilbride  can  make 
nse  of  the  town  as  much  as  the  people  of  the  other 
townlands? — Yes;  quite  as  much. 

269.  And  when  there  are  fairs  and  markets  in 


Arklow  the  people  of  these  townlands  come  in  and 
avail  themselves  of  these  flairs  and  markets  ? — Yes. 

270.  And  it  is  of  advantage  to  them  to  have  the 
town  in  proper  order? — Certainly ; to  a certain  extent 
it  is  a benefit  to  them. 

271.  Mr.  Cotton.— Did  you,  as  Lord  Carysfort’s 
agent,  take  any  part  in  the  preparation  of  the  original 
scheme.  I was  the  presiding  justice  who  carried  out 
the  preliminary  arrangement. 

272.  Any  information  you  can  give  me  about  the 
original  preparation  of  the  boundary  I should  like  to 
have? — Well,  as  regards  the  present  boundaries,  I can- 
not give  you  any  information.  It  is  three  years  ago — 
the  time  to  which  I referred — and  then  I had  somethin g 
to  say  to  the  boundaries,  and  I named  certain  town- 
lands  which  I thought  it  would  be  proper  to  include, 
and  there  were  several  of  Lord  Carysfort’s  that  have 
been  since  added,  so  I know  nothing  at  all  about  it. 
I believe  Mr.  J olmston  and  some  other  gentlemen  took 
the  matter  in  hand,  and  they  added  something  of  Lord 
Carysfort’s,  and  whether  they  added  anything  of  Lord 
Wicklow’s  or  not  I am  not  prepared  to  say. 

273.  When  application  was  madetothe  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  reference  to  legalising  the  present  town- 
ship area  was  there  any  opposition? — None  whatever. 

27 4.  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  the  townland  of 
Kilbride  was  left  out? — No ; I cannot  account  for  it 
at  all ; I have  nothing  to  say  to  it. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Johnston. 

275.  As  I understand  from  your  statement  in  evi- 
dence, now.  Lord  Carysfort’s  favouring  this  extension 
is,  so  to  speak,  qualified  or  conditional  on  a similar  area 
being  adopted  on  the  other  side  ? — N ot  qualified  at  all : 
he  objects  strongly  to  a larger  area  on  his  side  of  the 
river  being  included  in  the  town  than  what  is  included 
on  the  other  side. 

276.  And  Lord  Carysfort  would  oppose  the  move- 
ment for  an  extension  if  a similar  area  was  not  included 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river  1 — Yes ; certainly. 

277.  Then  his  favouring  the  application  of  the  Com- 
missioners is  qualified  on  conditional  or  a similar  area 
being  included  on  tlie  north  side  of  the  town? — Generally 
an  extension  on  both  sides. 

278.  Yes? — If  the  Commissioners  were  unanimous 
in  wishing  for  a general  extension  Lord  Carysfort  does 
not  object  to  it  provided  the  area  on  the  south  is  the  same 
as  on  the  north. 

279.  Mr.  Anderson. — Lord  Carysfort  does  not  wish 
all  the  extension  on  the  south  side  ?—  Certainly  not. 

280.  Mr.  Johnston. — There  are  a number  of  Lord 
Carysfort's  tenants  who  would  be  included  within  the 
two-mile  radius? — Yes. 

281.  Of  course  you  do  not  speak  for  any  of  those  ? — 
No. 

282.  You  merely  speak  for  the  Earl  of  Carysfort  ? — 
Yes. 

283.  Then  you  oppose  the  extension? — Certainly, 
until  you  tell  us  what  it  is. 


Mr.  John  Kuskell,  j.p.,  examined. 


284.  Mr.  Johnston. — You  are  the  agent  of  the  Earl 
of  Wicklow  ? — I am  his  local  agent. 

285.  Do  you  reside  within  a mile  and  a half  of  the 
town  of  Arklow  ? — About  two  and  a half  miles  from 
the  town,  I would  say. 

286.  What  property  do  you  yourself  hold  within  two 
nines  of  the  town  ? — Well,  really,  I don’t  know  exactly, 
t don  t know  the  valuation. 

287.  Can  you  tell  me  the  name  of  the  townland  ? — 
allymunay — that  is  on  the  north  side — on  the  south 

side  there  is  Boglands  and  Ballyduff. 

288.  I believe  you  hold  Boglands  and  Ballyduff 
under  the  Earl  of  Carysfort?—' Yes.  ' 

—Yes’  And  Ballymurray  under  the  Earl  of  Wicklow  ? 

290.  I will  ask  you  first  of  all  is  not  the  Earl  of 


Wicklow  the  head  landlord  of  all  the-lands  proposed  to 
be  included  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  ? — Yes. 

291.  Is  the  Earl  of  Wicklow  adverse  to  or  in  favour 
of  this  proposed  extension  ? — He  is  not. 

292.  Which  is  he? — He  is  adverse  to  it. 

293.  He  is  decidedly  adverse  to  it  ? — He  is. 

294.  May  I ask  you  has  he  instructed  you  or  his 
agent  so  to  state  ? — Well  I do ; it  is  his  wish. 

295.  Mr.  Cotton. — The  Earl  of  Wicklow  is  at  present 
in  Egypt  ? — -Yes. 

296.  Is  Lord  Wicklow  against  any  extension  at  all 
of  the  township  ? — I don’t  know  that,  he  would  not  lie 
against  a fan-  extension ; but  I know  he  would  oppose 
a two  mile  extension. 

297.  Looking  at  the  map,  would  Lord  Wicklow 
consider  the  including  of  Kilbiide  a fair  extension? — 
I don’t  think  he  would  oppose  that. 


AnKLOV. 
May  1,1879. 

Major  Edward 
Bayly. 


Mr.  John 
liuskell,  s.v. 
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29S.  Mr.  Johnston. — You  don’t  think  Lord  Wicklow 
would  oppose  it? — No. 

299.  With  reference  to  your  holdings  021  both  sides 
of  the  river — Ballymurray  under  the  Earl  of  Wicklow, 
and  Boglands  and  Ballyduff  under  the  Earl  of  Carys- 
foi't — are  you  adverse  to  the  proposed  extension? — 
Of  course  I am  ; naturally  so. 

300.  Mi’.  Cotton. — State  your  grounds? — That  is, 
personally  I am.  On  the  ground  that  I do  not  think 
that  we  have  a right  to  be  taxed  for  the  improvements 
of  the  town,  and  in  many  ways ; and  I don’t  agree  at 
all  with  a great  many  of  the  things  stated.  As  to  the 
lighting,  it  is  no  benefit  to  me.  If  I drive  in  on  a dark 
night,  I have  lamps,  I would  never  trust  to  the  light- 
ing of  the  town,  coming  to  it  and  going  home,  so  that 
it  eould  be  no  benefit  to  me  ; and  I’m  siu-e  there  are 
others  here  who  woidd  say  the  same.  In  reference  to 
the  footpaths,  I don’t  consider  the  footpaths  to  be  in 
such  a bad  state  at  all  as  they  are  represented  to  be 
and  I don’t  think  that  the  flagging  would  therefore  be 
of  any  advantage  to  me  at  all. 

301.  You  reside  beyond  the  boundary  suggested? — 
I do. 

302.  Supposing  you  resided  at  Boglands  would  you 
be  of  the  same  opinion  ? — I would. 

303.  Mr.  Johnston. — With  reference  to  the  question 
put  to  Dr.  Halpin  with  reference  to  the  sewerage, 
Dr.  Halpin  has  stated  that  thei'e  is  a great  engineering 
difficulty,  and  that  the  work  could  not  be  done  without 
considerable  expense — you  know  that  ?— I do. 

304.  That  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  it  was  not 
done  ? — That  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  they  wanted 
a harbour. 

305.  If  this  proposed  extension  was  carried  out  at 
the  rate  of  3d.  in  the  pound  on  your  landed  property, 
would  you  be  paying  considerably  more  in  proportion 
than  those  residing  in  the  town? — I think  it  would 
be  almost  three  times  as  much  as  the  amount  any  rate- 
payer of  the  town  -would  pay,  according  to  the  valuation 
of  my  property.  I am  including  the  house,  where  we 
have  to  pay  Is.,  and  3d.  on  laud. 


Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Toomey. 

306.  How  often  do  you  come  into  the  town,  and 
people  of  your  position  ? — I drive  through  the  town  on 
an  average  twice  a week,  that  is  on  business,  going 
from  one  farm  to  another  to  look  after  my  business ; 
and  as  for  my  family,  perhaps  they  come  in  on  an 
average  twice  a week. 


307.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  material 
advantage  to  persons  residing  within  a mile  and  a half 
of  the  town  and  having  families,  to  have  the  town 

properly  flagged,  and  in'  a good  sanitary  state  ? Well 

—-within  a mile  and  a half.  I would  say  that  people 
within  a mile  and  a half  would  walk  very  much  oftener 
than  I would.  I think  though,  there  are  people  within 
a ml  ^ a half’  tav™g  some  vehicles  and  horses. 

308.  Do  you  think  they  would  derive  benefit, 
supposing  the  Commissioners  were  now  enabled  to 
flag  the  town  and  put  it  in  a sanitary  state— would  it 
not  be  a direct  advantage  to  them  1—  Certainly.  I am 
sure  if  the  town  was  flagged  it  would  be  an  improve- 


309.  Woidd  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  those  ™ • r 
within  1 mile  and  a lmlfU-Of  conn,?,  ii  tW  mlt' 
the  town  it  would.  ) walk  into 

S?V°  J™  that  the  paving  ot  He  street, 

of  the  town  would  not  he  of  advantage  to  those* 

311.  Would  not  those  people  get  off  their 
sometimes  1-My  opuuon  is  that  the  state  of  the  £ 
paths,  at  present,  is  not  so  Wl.  I think  the,  ,1 £ 

a V|i  O f W 0ri|er  aml  <l°  “0fc  refluire  improvement 
31-  You  have  never  resided  near  a town  whew 
flaggmg  was  carried  out? — I have  been  in  several 
towns. 

313.  Mr.  Anderson. — Lord  Wicklow  would  nnt 
oppose  the  addition  of  Kilbride?— I think  he  would 
not ; he  might,  but  I think  he  would  not. 

314.  Do  not  the  people  derive  as  much  benefit  in 
Kilbride,  from  the  town,  as  in  the  other  townlands?- 
1 es,  in  the  town,  in  the  way  of  shopping,  ic. 

315.  It  is  the  nearest  town  to  them?— Yes. 

315.  And  then  the  people  who  live  at  Kilbride  derive 
as  much  benefit  as  the  people  who  live  at  Knocken- 
ranny?— If  you  put  it  that  way,  I derive  as  much 
benefit  as  the  people,  who  reside  at  Kilbride. 

316.  Don’t  you  think  that  the  people  who  live  at 
Kilbride  should  be  excluded?— I cannot  see  why  tbev 
should  not  he  excluded. 

317.  Mr.  Johnston. — Don’t  you  oppose  any  exten- 
sion ? — I don’t  see  why  Kilbride  should  be  included, 
if  you  take  this  view,  more  than  any  other  extension. 
There  is  no  particular  reason  for  including  it ; but  if 
you  say  that  there  is  to  he  a certain  area  on  either 
side,  I think  Kilbride  then  should  be  included  in  that. 

318.  Mr.  Anderson. — Do  you  find,  as  a matter  of 
fact,  that  there  is  as  much  advantage  gained  on  the 
north  side  as  on  the  south  ? — I don’t  see  that  we  get 
the  same  benefit  on  the  north  as  you  do  on  the  south. 

319.  Mr.  Johnston. — Is  not  the  town  of  Arklow 
situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  ? — Yes. 

320.  And  on  the  north  side  there  is  only  merely 
the  little  village  of  Ferrybank  ? — Yes. 

321.  So  that  as  a matter  of  fact  the  different  town- 
lands  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  are  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

322.  Because  the  townlands  on  the  other  side  are 
away  from  it? — Yes. 

323.  Mr.  Anderson. — The  people  of  Kilbride  have 
to  come  into  the  town? — Yes. 

324.  Mr.  Johnston. — In  the  townland  of  Marsh  there 
are  three  inhabitants  1 — Yes. 

325.  Mr.  Toomey. — Has  not  Lord  Wicklow  pro|>erty 
in  the  village  of  Forrybank  ? — I believe  so. 

32G.  Is  it  not  improving  ? — Yes. 

327.  And  building  going  on? — Yes,  somehouses  are 
being  built  there  at  the  present  time. 

328.  Mr.  Johnston. — It  would  improve  if  this  town- 
ship was  never  thought  of? — Yes. 

329.  And  would  have  improved  if  the  township  had 
never  been  instituted  ? — I dare  say. 

330.  What  is  the  distance  to  Kilbride  by  road  from 
the  post  office  in  Arklow  ? — About  a mile  and  a quarter 
by  road. 


Mr.  Robert 
M.  Hudson. 


Mr.  Robert  M.  Hudson  examined. 


000'  Hr'  — You  reside  at  Seabank  ?— Y- 

33-.  That  is  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  ? -Yes 

333.  How  far  is  Seabank  from  the  town?— Abo 
a mile  and  a quarter. 

334.  How  far  is  the  most  distant  part  of  vo 
property  ?-Some  of  it  is  close  to  the  present  bounda 
of  the  town. 

335.  You  have  property  inside  and  outside  t 
town? — Yes. 

336.  How  much  land  do  you  hold?— About  1’ 
acres  in  Seabank. 

337.  You  have  land  in  Johnstown?— I have 

338.  What  is  the  valuation  of  Seabank  ?— The  valu 
tion  of  Seabank  is  £257  a year. 


339.  Do  you  come  into  the  town  often  1 — Very  often. 

340.  How  do  you  come  in? — Riding  or  driving. 

341.  You  do  not  go  on  the  footpaths? — Not  very 
much. 

342.  Do  you  consider  the  lighting  sufficient? — Yes. 

343.  Those  twenty-four  lamps  afford  sufficient  light 
as  far  as  you  are  concerned  1 — Yes. 

344.  You  never  had  any  fault  to  find  with  the  town, 
with  the  mode  of  lighting,  or  the  footpaths  ?— -No. 

345.  If  this  proposed  scheme  for  the  extension  of  the 

township  were  carried  into  effect  you  would  have  to 
pay  a considerable  amount  in  taxation  on  your  holding 
at  Seabank? — Yes.  - 

346.  How  much  would  the  increase  amount  to  ? 
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TM.veen  f 4 nnd£5  not  including  Sis  to™.  About 

5 S*»onld  be  the  extent  to  wlmb  it  would 

'"ZTlnil  for  which  you  would  hove  no  benefit  wliot- 
-iIt  don’t  think  I could. 

6 qiR  WTiat  is  the  present  condition  of  the  footpaths 

of  Arklow  ? Better  than  I ever  saw  them  for  the  last 

twenty  years— by  far  better.  


349.  Mr.  Anderson. — That  is  since  the  Commis- 
r.ioners  were  appointed? — They  were  very  good  before 
the  Commissioners  were  appointed,  very  passable. 

350.  Then  yon  most  strenuously  oppose  this  preceed- 
ing? — Yes. 

351.  You  oppose  everything  within  the  two  miles 
radius  ? — I do. 


Mill/  1,  18711. 

Mr.  Kobert 
M.  Hudson. 


Mr.  Geohge  Piiili'OTT  examined. 


35o  sir.  Johmton.— Mr.  Fliilpott,  yon  and  yonr 
father"  Mr.  William  Philpott,  hold  considerable  pro- 
in  the  north  side  of  the  river  under  the  Earl  of 
Wicklow?— Yes.  . ..  , 

353  What  are  the  joint  valuations  of  yourself  and 
your  father  ?- About  £200  a .year. 

3 354.  In  what  townland?—  My  holding  is  on  the 
border  of  Kilbride.  _ , , , , 

355.  In  Kilbride  ?— Yes ; and  my  father  s at  Temple- 
ranney ; and  my  father  holds  some  property  in  the  town 

M 356  Your  fatlier  has  a considerable,  quantity  of  pro- 
perty in  the  town  as  well  ?-Yes ; so  that  I take  quite  an 
impartial  view  of  the  question.  My  valuation  is  £ 500 

exclusive  of  the  town. 

357.  Do  you  consider  that  the  present  lighting  of  the 
town  of  Arklow  is  deficient?— I cannot  speak  of  that  for 
I have  never  been  in  since  the  lamps  were  lit. 

358.  Since  the  lamps  were  lit?  —Never. 

359.  You  yourself  do  not  of  course ; hut  docs  your 
father  complain  of  the  deficient  lighting  of  the  town  ? 

I never  heard  him  make  any  complaint. 

360.  With  reference  to  the  state  of  the  footpaths  of 
the  town  of  Arklow— what  do  you  think  about  them  ? — 

I think  the  footpaths,  in  comparison  with  other  towns, 
are  very  good. 

361.  Do  they  require  improvement  ?— They  could, 
of  course,  be  better  made ; but  if  they  were  improved 
up  to  the  extent  that  they  could  be  improved,  there 
would  be  no  limit  to  what  is  expedient.  As  to  the 
footpaths,  I think  that  is  a matter  altogether  in  the 
hands  of  the  traders. 

362.  You  think  the  people  outside  should  not  con- 
tribute to  the  expense  of  the  footpaths?— It  is  no 
possible  use  to  me.  I know  a number  of  tenant- 
farmers  who  are  dependent  for  their  living  on  farming, 
and  I suppose  they  are  not  in  the  town  more  than  once 
a week.  They  do  not  go  to  church  there  and  I cannot 
see  why  outsiders  should  be  taxed  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  town. 

363.  Do  they  sell  produce  in  the  town  ? — There  is 
really  no  market  in  the  town.  There  is  no  grain 
market,  and  no  market  of  any  sort  in  the  town.  A few 
sacks  of  oats  come  in,  and  that  is  all. 

364.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  add  ?— I have 
had  fifteen  years  connexion  with  the  town,  and  in  refer- 
ence to  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners  I understand 
that  they  have  simply  the  power  to  light  the  town  and 
ftag  it.  Dp  to  the  present  they  have  partially  lit  the 
town  at  an  expenditure  of  not  more  than  a rate  of  .£50 
per  annum,  that  is  the  outside  calculation ; and  if  they 
had  perhaps  twice  the  number  of  lamps  lighting  it  would 
not  cost  more  than  £80  per  annum  on  the  same  scale. 
The  present  income  of  the  town  is  £168  8s.  from  the 
rates,  to  which  must  be  added  the  fines  of  the  sessions 
court. 

365.  How  much  do  they  amount  to  ? — I don’t  know. 
Then  if  we  add  the  fines  of  the  Sessions  Court,  and  the 
dog  tax,  it  would  certainly  give  an  income  of  £200  a 
year.  The  only  thing  that  the  Town  Commissioners 
propose  to  do  at  present,  or  are  doing,  appears  to  be 
to  light  the  town  at  a cost  of  £80  and  there  appears 
to  be  an  income  of  £200,  the  rest  of  the  expenses  being 
made  up  of  incidental  expenses,  salaries,  and  fees  for 
which  I don’t  think  the  tenant-farmers  and  people  out- 
side should  contribute  to  keep  them  up.  If  the  Town 
Commissioners  like  to  keep  up  officials,  they  have  no 
right  to  oome  to  the  tenant-farmers  who  are  alreadv 
over-taxed. 


366.  Mr.  Cotton.— Your  opinion  is,  then,  that  the 
people  in  your  district,  outside  the  present  township 
should  not  be  included?— I do  not  think  they  should 
bo  included. 

367.  The  area  is  sufficiently  large?— The  present 
boundaries  are  the  natural  boundaries  and  the  conunon- 
sense  boundaries  for  this  reason : included  within  the 
present  area  the  lands  are  townparks,  and  they  are 
advanced  in  value  by  being  townparks,  and  forming 
part  of  the  town.  The  town  is  at  present  composed 
altogether  of  townparks,  I may  say.  I don’t  know  a 
tenant — I certainly  say,  there  are  not  more  than  two 
tenant-fanners  at  present ; it  is  all  townparks — town- 
parks  held  by  the  townspeople  for  their  own  business. 
There  will  be  certainly  two  tenant-farmers,  not  more. 
You  asked  why  Kilbride  was  not  taken  in  along  with 
Knockenrahen.  I say  Kilbride  is  a townland ; Kil- 
bride is  not  a townpark  ; there  is  no  townpavk  of  Kil- 
bride that  I am  aware  of.  I draw  that  as  a distinction 
between  the  land  included  on  the  north  side  and  the 
land  included  on  the  south  side.  There  was  a question 
as  to  Ferrybank — as  to  whether  or  not  building  was 
going  on  there.  Well  there  is  building  going  on  there, 
and  there  is  improvement  going  on,  but  it  is  altogether 
within  the  present  boundary  and  there  is  no  probability 
of  its  being  outside  the  present  boundary.  Further 
than  that  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  there  is  nothing 
hut  one  small  sti-eet  of  small  houses — I suppose  there 
would  not  be  forty  houses  within  the  whole  street, 
within  the  present  boundary — and  from  a quarter  to 
half  a mile  of  the  last  of  these  continuous  houses— and 
if  you  take  the  distance  from  the  last  of  those  continu- 
ous houses  to  the  present  boundary  you  will  find  that 
there  are  only  two  houses  between  the  last  ot  the 
continuous  houses  and  the  present  boundary,  so  that 
there  is  space  left  between  the  present  boundary  where 
the  building  has  to  go  at  present  for  about  a quarter 
of  a mile;  and  it  cannot  be  pushed  farther  because 
outside  they  are  all  farms  and  agricultural  holdings, 
and  cannot  be  let  for  building-ground.  An  average 
house  in  Arldow  is  not  rated  at  more  than  Irom 

to  £16.  and  at  M.  in  the  pound,  that  would  be  about 
10s.  M.  I am  rated  at  £47  10s.  whereas  the  average 
householder  in  Arklow  pays  one  valuation  of  £16. 

368.  Is  your  house  rated  at  £47  10s.  ?— Yes ; tor 
my  house ; the  land  at  my  house  would  be  valued  at 
about  £30.  My  father  would  pay  on  his  land  that 
would  be  included  on  about  £250,  that  would  be  going 
further  out,  while  the  householder  iu  the  town  with  a 
good  average  house  pays  on  only  £16 — and  the  house- 
holder gets  all  the  benefit  and  the  man  outside  gets 

1X°369.  You  say  the  man  outside  should  not  pay  ?— I 
say  that ; and  more  than  that — if  there  was  an  exten- 
sion it  should  be  a liberal  one  for  this  reason. 

370.  What  is  a liberal  one?— An  extension  ot  two 
miles— not  less  than  two  miles  if  any  extension ; for 
tills  reason : that  the  parties  living  at  Kilbride  do  not 
come  into  the  town  oftener  than  the  parties  living  on 
the  surrounding  townlands.  There  is  no  extension,  I 
believe,  necessary,  as  the  income  is  ample  for  the  expen- 
diture. I understand  that  if  the  township  is  enlarged 
all  the  tenant-farmers  taken  in  will  lose  all  claims  to 
compensation  under  the  Land  Act. 

371.  All  the  evidence  I must  take  is  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  there  is,  to  be  no  change  whatever  ?— In  refer- 
ence to  the  lighting  at  present.  The  present  boundary 
is  not  lighted  now,  the  last  lamp  is  at  least  a quarter 
mile  to  half  mile  from  the  present  boundary.  1 turns 
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as  far  as  the  boundary  goes,  it  should  be  lighted,  what- 
ever be  the  boundary.  I think  if  the  boundary  were 
a quarter  of  a mile,  it  should  be  lighted,  and  if  the 
boundary  was  a mile,  or  half  a mile  it  should  be  lighted, 
because  I don’t  see  what  benefit  a distant  person  gets, 
if  he  does  not  get  light.  That  is  very  important.  If 
there  is  any  enlargement  of  the  boundary,  there  must 
be  a change  of  wards  and  of  representation. 

372.  What  change  would  you  propose? — I would 
propose  a very  sweeping  change. 

373.  What  is  it  % — That  the  north  side  get  a fair 
share  of  representation.  For  instance,  Mr.  Anderson 
proposes  on  the  part  of  Lord  Carysfort  that  there 
should  be  an  equal  area  taken  in  on  the  north  side, 
and  if  you  take  in  an  equal  area  there  should  be  equal 
representation. 

374.  Yery  good? — Then  I also  say,  if  I would  not 
be  going  out  of  the  scope  of  this  inquiry,  that  I have 
known  more  or  less  for  twenty  years,  agitation  at  times 
being  raised  to  put  the  town  under  the  Act,  and  time 
after  time  the  balance  of  opinion  appeared  to  be 
altogether  that  there  would  be  no  advantage  to  be  got 
for  coming  under  the  Act  in  the  way  of  management, 
that  the  town  was  better  under  the  Guardians  in  the 
way  of  management. 

375.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  if  the  township  remains 

as  it  is,  the  wards  should  also  be  as  they  are  ? Yes. 

37 6.  But  if  there  is  a change,  what  way  should  the 
wards  be  ? — I think  there  should  be  at  least  three  or 
four  wards,  because  I think  that  the  agricultural  part 
of  the  ratepayers  should  be  represented  independently 
of  the  town  part. 

377.  That  if  there  is  an  extension  including  the 
agricultural  land  it  should  be  represented  independently 
of  the  present  wards  ? — I think  so. 

378.  Would  youmake  that  representation  dependent 

on  the  valuation,  or  the  population  or  in  what  way  ? 

Well,  perhaps  both  might  have  a share  of  influence. 

379.  But  you  would  not,  if  there  was  an  extension, 
add  partly  to  one  ward  and  partly  to  another- — you 
would  make  independent  wards  ?— Ferrybank  should 
be  certainly  sewered,  but  there  might  be  three  wards 
added.  We  came  to  the  conclusion  that  if  it  was 
sewered  it  would  lead  to  very  costly  expenditure,  and 
I don’t  think  the  agricultural  holdings  should  be 
brought  in  to  pay  any  proportion  of  the  sewerage  of 
the  town  of  Arklow. 

380.  I think,  if  you  are  aware  of  it,  that  the  Guar- 
dians are  compelled  to  carry  out  proper  sewerage  for 
the  town  of  Arklow,  it  will  be  charged  on  the  entire 
electoral  division? — If  the  Guardians  carry  it  out 
afterwards,  the  poor  law  management  is  expensive 
enough,  and  we  would  make  it  worse  to  give  the  power 
to  the  Town  Commissioners. 


381.  You  think  the  Guardians  could  carry  out  the 
sewerage  ? — I think  if  we  want  it  it  would  be  better 
in  their  hands.  The  township  has  been  very  lately 
formed,  and  I think  the  whole  system  ought  not  to  be 
disturbed  so  soon.  Then,  again,  so  far  as  the  Commis- 
sioners are  concerned,  they  are  really,  so  to  speak 
only  apprentices  at  their  work.  1 ’ 


382.  Mr.  Toomey. — Don’t  you  think  that  havirn 
this  town  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  is  i 
mistake  altogether,  and  are  you  not  of  opinion  tha 
independently  of  the  harbour  the  town  should  not  b 
under  the  control  of  the  Commissioners  at  all?— Yes 

383.  Did  you  hear  the  account  given  by  the  clerl 

of  the  disbursements  for  the  first  year? I did 

384.  Did  you  see  a deficit?-!  did. 


385.  You  said  it  was  probably  made  up  of  salaries 
and  fees.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  only  £25  and 
a lamplighter’s  salary?— I say  that  the  lighting 
expenses— I said  that  the  remainder  was  made  up  of 
preliminaries,  incidental  expenses  and  salaries  and 


386.  Tell  me  some  of  the  preliminary  expenses?— 
1 am  not  aware.  Can  you  tell  me  anything  that  does 
not  come  under  any  of  my  headings  ? 

387.  Have  the  farmers  within  the  area  the  benefit 


and  do  they  derive  benefit  from  the  fairs  vA* 
so  rtJlfl-  those  at  a radios  of  tlme  ^ "»» 
388.  But  they  have  received  some  benefit 
they  have  vece.ved  tome  os  also  hove  thj lift 
at  a distance  of  three  miles ; and  for  that  leasee  T 
if  there  is  an  extension  there  should  l,e  a BtoatoS 
Those  within  a radius  of  three  miles  get  as  muchfcS 
as  those  within  a mile  and  a half  ent 

3S9.  Have  you  any  substantial  reason  to  give  .I, 
you  would  he  afraid  that  the  ConnnissioneS  of Z 
town  of  Arklow  would  not  administer  the  funds  with 
the  same  skill  and  care  as  other  public  bodiesl-Y  i 

the  slightest  I think  the  Commissioners  hare  J™. 
very  well.  ue 

390.  Mr.  Anderson.— You  hold  portion  of  Kilbri,l» 
yourself? — Yes. 


391.  And  you  naturally  object  to  Kilbride  beii,» 
included  ? — I object  naturally  and  on  principle.  0 

392.  And  the  reason  you  give  is  that  all  the  town- 
lands  on  the  south  side  are  held  as  townparks*— is  a 


393,  What  is  your  idea  of  a townpark  ?— My  idea 
of  a townpark  is  where  a party  does  not  live  on  it 
and  it  is  held  for  the  grass — for  the  purpose  of  grazing 
a cow,  or  for  some  purpose  suitable,  because  it  is  near 
the  town. 


394.  You  say  it  is  a townpark  simply  because  the 
person  does  not  live  there  ? — A townpark  is  a piece  of 
land  that  obtains  an  enhanced  value  from  its  proximity 
to  the  town. 


_ 395.  Don’t  you  know  that  the  lands  on  the  south 
side  are  agricultural  lands? — I know  no  such  thing, 
but  I believe  quite  the  contrary'. 

396.  Would  you  be  astonished  to  hear  that  you  are 
wrong  in  that,  and  that  they  pay  agricultural  rents  ?— 
I can  disprove  it,  because  my  father  held  a townpark 
at  Knockenralien,  and  Major  Bayly  put  on  such  an 
enormous  rent  that  I can  disprove  your  assertion. 

397.  Did  you  not  say  that  as  a general  rule  they  pay 
an  increased  rent  ? — Yes. 


398.  Can  you  mention  a case  beside  your  father?— 
Yes ; Andrew  Byrne  and  Mrs.  Kinsella. 

399.  Your  only  knowledge  is  about  your  father, 
because  the  rent  was  raised  on  him? — Yes. 


400.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  other  tenants 
paying  increased  rent  because  the  land  is  near  the 
town? — W ell  I consider  that  when  land 


401.  I asked  you  to  name  any  other  tenant?— I 
consider  that  when  land  goes  beyond  £2  an  acre  and 
even  to  two  guineas,  that  it  is  then  at  a fancy  price— at 
township  price. 

402.  Name  any  other  tenant  who  pays  an  increased 
rent  ? — I believe,  I cannot  state  it  for  a fact,  that-all 
those  tenants  pay  above  what  I consider  a fan-  rent — 
above  £2 — pay  £3  and  £4. 

403.  Do  not  the  holders  under  Lord  Carysfort  live 
on  the  lands  ? — No,  not  within  the  present  boundary- 
very  few,  if  any. 

404.  Are  there  any  houses  upon  the  south  side? 
Yes. 

405.  Farmhouses  of  the  people  who  till  the  land 

I think  there  may  be  two — Mrs.  Atkins's  and  Mrs. 
Kearney's. 

406.  Are  those  the  only  two  ?, — Those  are  the  only 
two  who  carry  on  farming. 

407.  But  is  not  farming  also  carried  on  in  other  por- 

tions of  that  side? — Yes ; but  if  a man  keeps  a dozen 
cows  and  gets  the  milk  in  and  sells  the  milk — that  is  no 
farming  in  the  ordinary  sense.  . , . 

408.  How  many  tenants  are  on  the  land  at  Kilbn  e 

— I think  four.  . , 

409.  Do  any  of  the  tenants  of  Kilbride  live  in 
town  of  Arklow  1 — If  I saw  the  names  of  the  persons 


could  tell  you  in  a minute. 

410.  You  said  there  were  four  persons  who  he  d tne 
land  of  Kilbride  ? — I know  three,  including  nysel  • _ 

411.  Are  there  any  others  on  the  land  ? 1? 


are  they  live  in  the  town 

41 2.  How  do  you  hold  ? — By  lease. 
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413.  How  do  the  others  hold! — I believe  they  hold 

41 4^  If  th e land  fell  out  of  lease  would  it  not  be  liable 
to  be  raised  just  as  much  as  your  father’s  was  ?— My 
rent  would  not  be  raised,  and  I believe  Mr.  Sherwood’s 

and  Mr.  Hill’s  would  not.  . . . . 

415.  Would  not  the  reason  be  for  raising  the  rents  at 
Kilbride  1— The  townpark  portion ; there  is  one  town- 

pa4lii.  With  regard  to  the  portion  which  you  describe 
as  a townpark,  is  there  any  reason  why  it  should  be 
excluded  any  more  than  the  others  ! — I do  not  see  that 
there  is  any  very  great  distinction  between  a townpark 
and  an  agricultural  holding. 

41 7.  There  are  portions  of  Kilbride  that  are  town- 
parks  i— Only  a comparatively  small  portion. 

418.  But  the  residue  of  Kilbride  is  capable  of  being 
made  townpark  just  as  much  as  the  others  1 — No ; 
because  Mr.  Sherwood  is  holding  as  a tenant-farmer. 

419.  Supposing  Mr.  Sherwood  went  to  live  in  Ark- 
low,  according  to  your  idea  would  his  place  not  be  a 
townpark  then  1— No ; it  could  not.  These  townparks 
are  just  small  holdings. 

420.  Supposing  it  was  to  be  let  again,  could  not  it  be 
let  and  broken  up,  and  the  tenant  reside  in  Arklow  1 — 
No ; it  would  not. 

42 1.  If  he  thought  fit  ! — Yes ; of  course. 

422.  Are  there  any  portions  of  townlands  on  the 
south  side  which  are  held  by  tenants,  and  which  are 


not  townparks  1 — Yes; I believe  there  are  within  the 
boundary. 

423.  Will  you  tell  me  is  there  any  reason  why  they 
should  be  included  within  the  township  more  than 
yourself  and  others  1 — There  is  not,  but  I think  they 
should  be  taken  out  of  the  township.  I think  there 
should  be  no  agricultural  holding  within  the  township, 
for  the  township  proper  with  building  ground  and  town- 
parks,  I believe,  is  quite  ample  to  pay  the  necessary 
expenditure. 

424.  And  the  same  rule  should  apply  on  the  north 
and  south  sides  of  the  river! — Yes ; I don’t  draw  any 
distinction. 

425.  Would  you  apply  the  same  rule  to  the  north 
side  as  to  the  south! — Not  fully,  for  this  reason  until 
lately  the  town  of  Arklow  was  altogether  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river,  there  was  only  one  house  on  the  north 
side,  but  since  that  a small  street  has  grown  up  at 
Ferrybank. 

426.  The  town  of  Arklow  was  on  the  south  side! — 
Yes. 

427.  But  people  living  on  either  side  have  the 
benefit  of  the  town  1— Yes,  they  have  the  same  benefit 
as  the  outside  people  on  the  north  side.  I say  that 
the  householders  in  Arklow  and  the  holders  of  town- 
parks  are  quite  able  to  bear  any  expenditure  that  it  is 
expedient  practically  to  levy.  There  is  no  ground  for 
extension  in  my  opinion. 


An  iu,ow. 
May  X,  1879 

Mr.  George 
Philpott. 


Mr.  Thomas  Murray  examined. 


428.  Mr.  Johnston. — You  reside  I believe  within 
two  miles  of  the  town  of  Arklow  ! — Yes. 

429.  At  what  place  1 — Cooladungau. 

430.  You  have  two  holdings  I believe  under  tlic  Earl 
of  Carysfort  1 — Yes. 

431.  Is  Cooladimgan  outside  the  two-mile  radius ! 
— Yes,  outside. 

432.  You  have  a holding  at  the  Rock  1 — Yes. 

433.  What  is  the  valuation  of  your  holding  at  the 
Rock! — I think  it  is  £150, over  £100. 

434.  You  know  the  town  of  Arklow  very  well  1 — I 
do. 

435.  You  are  In  it  once  or  twice  a week  or  more 
frequently! — Yes. 


436.  Do  you  consider  the  lighting  of  the  town  at 
present  deficient  1 — I think  not. 

437.  Do  you  consider  that  the  footways  or  footpaths 
require  in  any  way  to  be  repaired  or  flagged!  I think 
not,  I think  they  are  in  a very  good  state. 

438.  Are  there  any  observations  which  you  wish  to 
make  yourself !— 1 The  only  thing  I would  wish  to  observe 
is  that  I think  it  is  a very  absurd  thing  for  the  Town 
Commissioners  to  strive  to  get  any  such  area. 

439.  Mr.  Anderson. — Don’t  you  think  there  should 

be  as  much  laud  in  the  boundary  on  the  north  as  on 
the  south  side! — I think  so.  ,, 

440.  That  would  be  only  fair!— I think  that  would 
be  only  fair. 


Mr.  Thoms* 
Murray 


Mr.  Thomas  Sherwood  examined. 


441.  Mr.  Johnston. — You  reside  within  a mile  or 
two  of  the  town  1 — About  two  miles. 

442.  Where  do  you  reside  1 — At  Kilbride. 

443.  What  is  the  valuation  of  your  holding  there  1 
—£139. 

444.  Are  you  often  in  the  town  of  Arklow! — Some- 
times once  a week,  sometimes  twice,  and  sometimes 
only  once  a month — sometimes  but  not  often. 

445.  You  consider  that  there  is  no  defect  in  the 
lighting  ! — None  whatever. 

446.  You  consider  that  the  town  is  quite  sufficiently 
lit! — Yes;  quite  sufficiently  lit. 

447.  And  as  regards  the  footways ! — The  footways 
are  in  good  order,  but  in  winter  they  would  require 
more  cleaning. 

448.  As  regards  this  proposed  expenditure,  this 
contemplated  investing  in  flagging — what  do  you  think 
about  it! — I don’t  think  it  is  required. 

449.  You  don’t  consider  it  necessary ! — No ; I do 
not. 

450.  You  don’t  consider  that  the  Commissioners 
want  any  extended  area  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
more  money ! — No.  As  to  the  markets  I don’t  think 
I have  sold  a pound’s  worth  in  them. 

451.  How  do  you  dispose  of  your  produce!— In 
Dublin. 

452.  By  train  1 — I send  it  into  Arklow  by  carrier. 


453.  It  comes  through  the  town!— It  comes  inside 
le  bridge,  and  he  sometimes  comes  for  it. 

454  So  that  there  virtually  is  no  market! — There 

a market  for  some  oats  and  potatoes,  but  there  is 

0 butter  or  wool  market.  I have  been  selling  corn 

1 Arklow  for  years.  There  has  been  some  improve- 
lent  in  the  shape  of  four  extra  fail's,  which  the  Com- 
lissioncrs  have  made  arrangements  with  regard  to. 

455.  You  don’t  consider,  Mr.  Sherwood,  that  there 
i any  necessity  for  this  proposed  improvement !— Not 
bat  I can  see  to  benefit  myself.  I tlunk  it  would 
enefit  the  town  of  Arklow,  and  benefit  the  towns- 

456.  But  you  don’t  think  it  would  benefit  the  out- 

iders!— I don’t  think  so.  . 

457.  Assuming  that  the  proposed  extension  were 
axried  into  effect,  what  would  be  the  taxation  that 
ou  would  have  to  pay  !— Threepence  m the  pound  on 

“458.  And  would  that  be  a considerable  sum  in  pro- 
ortion  to  what  those  residing  inside  the  town  would 
ave  to  pay! — Yes,  about  doiible. 

459.  Mr.  Anderscm. — Your  idea  is  that  there  should 
e no  land  outside  the  town  included  within  the  town- 
iiipl—Ycs;  unless  townparks — the  better  . class  of 
iwnparks — the  people  who  have  land  for  their  accom- 
lodation. 

3 J! . 


Mr.  Thoms* 
Sherwood. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


402 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


Arklow. 
May  X,  1879. 

Mr.  Thomas 
Sherwood. 


460.  You  tliink  they  should  pay  ? — I do,  certainly ; 
and  all  townparks  in  the  town,  and  I know  there  are 
townparks  on  this  south  side  paying  £5  an  acre. 

46 1 . Mr.  Cotton'. — You  think  the  townparks  should 
contribute? — Yes ; because  the  people  who  own  them 
have  all  their  trade  in  the  town  of  Aiklow. 

462.  You  would  exclude  all  land  not  townparks? — 
I would. 

463.  Do  you  think  that  the  land  occupied  by  the 
tenants  on  the  north  side  should  pay  ? — If  they  were 


nearer  than  townparks,  stopping  at  Kilbride  that  are 
far  removed  from  townparks.  I think  the  toimparb 
ought  to  pay,  and  the  farmers  ought  not.  r 

464.  As  a resident  of  Kilbride  can  you  tell  me  whv 
it  was  originally  not  included  in  the  municipal  bound 
ary— why  was  it  left  out  originally  ?— They  considered 
that  it  was  not  necessary,  and  that  the  rates  they 
would  collect  would  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  expenses. 
A marsh  of  which  I hold  part,  was  taken  in,  and  I did 
not  object  to  that. 


Mr  Robert 
Heath. 


Mr.  Robert  Heath  examined. 


465.  Mr.  Johnston. — You  reside  within  about  two 
miles  of  the  town  of  Aiklow  ? — About  two  miles. 

466.  In  what  townland  ? — TemplemichaeL 

467.  Is  that  within  the  two-mile  radius  ? — I don’t 
know. 

468.  Is  any  portion  of  it  within  the  proposed  exten- 
sion ? — I don’t  know. 

469.  Mr.  j Toomey. — It  is  not  within  it. 

470.  Mr.  Johnston. — Then  if  you  are  not  within  it, 


it  cannot  affect  you  ? — I see  a great  improvement  now 
to  what  I have  seen,  and  I don’t  know  any  improvement 
that  the  Commissioners  have  done  since  they  gotformed, 
except  to  put  up  the  lights. 

471.  Do  you  know  that  they  propose  an  extension 
of  the  township  ? — Yes  ; I hear  it. 

472.  Do  you  think  they  should  get  it  ? — I tliinlr  they 
ought  not. 


Major  Bayly. 


Major  Bayly  re-examined. 


473.  Mr.  Anderson. — You  heard  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Pliillpott,  about  townparks  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river? — Yes. 

474.  And  as  agent  for  the  Earl  of  Carysfort  you 
know  the  different  lettings  ? — All  of  them. 

. 475.  Is  he  right  in  saying  that  they  are  all  held 
as  townparks  ? — The  only  townpark  was  some  land  that 
Mi’.  Phillpott’s  father  held.  That  holding  has  been 
divided  into  several  small  little  fields,  and  I think  there 
are  five  townparks  ou  what  was  held  by  Mr.  Pliillpott's 
father.  Those  are  the  only  townparks  on  Lord  Carys- 
fort’s  property. 


476.  How  is  the  property  hold  ? — All  the  land  inside 
the  area  is  held  at  a fair  agricultural  rent,  under  £2 
an  acre,  the  highest  not  more. 

477.  And  is  there  any  increased  rent  on  account  of 
townparks  ? — If  there  are  townpaiks  they  are  at  an 
increased  rent.  The  laud  is  all  capable  of  being  made 
•townparks,  and  so  is  Kilbride.  I know  several  town- 
parks  at  Kilbride. 

478.  How  many  at  Kilbride  ? — Well, I cannot  speak 
positively  now  as  to  the  number,  I can  only  think  of  two. 


Mr.  James 


Mr.  J ames  Byrne  examined. 


479.  Mr.  Jolmston. — You  reside  at  Moneyland? — 
Yes. 

480.  And  you  act  as  agent  for  your  sister  ? — Yes. 

481 . She  has  considerable  property  here  ? — Yes. 

482.  You  are  frequently  in  the  town  of  Arklow  ? — 
Frequently. 

483.  Have  you  any'  complaint  to  make  about  the 
present  lighting  of  the  town? — I think  as  far  as  I 
know,  the  lighting  of  the  town  is  as  good  as  any  local 
town  I have  been  in  in  any  part  of  Ireland,  north  or 
south. 


484.  And  what  is  the  stato  of  the  footways?— It  is 
better  than  ever  I knew  it  in  all  my  life. 

485.  Does  it  require  improvement? — I think  it  is 
quite  good  enough  lor  the  trade  of  the  town,  and  better 
than  ever  I knew  it  before. 

486.  And  you  arc  decidedly  opposed  to  any  exten- 
sion ?— Decidedly  ; it  is  the  greatest  imposition  and  it 
is  quite  unnecessary. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 


Boyle. 
Sept.  30,1879. 


Mr.  Patrick 
Coyne. 


BOYLE — 30th  SEPTEMBEB,  1879. 


(Before  Mr.  EL  A.  Robinson.) 
Mr.  Patrick  Coyne  examined. 


1.  Mi-.  Robinson. — You  are  the  Clerk  to  the  Town 
Commissioners  of  Boyle  ? — I am. 

2.  Boyle  is  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  of 
1854?— It  is. 

3.  When  was  it  placed  under  that  Act? — In  1867. 

4.  Was  it  previously’  under  the  9th  of  George  IV.  ? 
— No. 

5.  Was  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  adopted  for 
all  purposes  ? — Yes. 

6.  For  lighting,  cleansing,  and  water? — Yes. 

7.  Have  you  got  a map  showing  the  boundaries  of 
the  town? — No,  but  I have  one  showing  the  extended 
boundary. 

8.  Has  there  been  any  alteration  since  the  boundary 
was  adopted  in  1867 1 — None  at  all. 

9.  Can  you  give  me  a description  of  the  boundary 
as  then  adopted  ? — Yes.  Commencing  on  the  Easkey 
road,  at’  the  junction  of  the  townland s of  Deerpark 


and  Knocknashee,  thence  eastward  along  northern 
boundary  of  Knocknashee  to  the  Sligo  Mail  Oom- 
road,  thence  southward  along  Sligo-road  to  the  has  y 
river,  and  south-eastward  by  Easkey  river  to  l ® 
fluence  with  the  Boyle  river,  thence  eastward  aion^ 
centre  of  Boyle  river  to  a point  opposite  ® 
boundary  of  Alexander  Henderson’s  land  m 
or  Drum,  thence  southward  along  last-named  >»  , 

and  by  the  fence  which  divides  Miss  Mary  Ro . 
land  from  that  of  Rev.  John  Maguire’s  to  the  , 
of  said  fence  with  the  Abbeytown-road,  t en  , 0f 
ward  along  Abbeytown-road  to  the  east  bo 
the  lands  held  by  the  representatives  of  J»i.  . 

Judge,  thence  by  eastern  and  southern  boun 
said  lands  to  the  Camck-on-Shannon-road,  ^ 
southwards  across  said  road,  and  by  the  an  ^ 
of  Mr.  Butler’s  house  to  the  junction  of  sajd 
the  boundary  of  the  townland  of  Retford  Pai  > 
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Si  the  fence  whidi  forms  tlio  southern  boundary  of 
S!  Tolm  M'Dermot’s  land  in  Castietogue,  tlience 
OTSterlv  along  last-named  fence,  and  by  a fence  passing 
SZS  Mr.  Alexander  Arnold's  land  to  the  junction 

S Sre®  latter  ivitli  the  boundary  of  the  touorlimcl  of 
n.Zt  Meadow,  tliej.ce  novtlrwaril  along  sard  townland 
Wary  for  about  105  yards  to  ite  Jrmotion  witlr  a 
ZS  which  passes  through  Mr.  Alexander  Arnolds 
Lend  in  Great  Meadow,  tlience  westward  along  said 
fence  to  the  Elphin-road,  thence  northward  along  said 
n»d  and  westward  by  tlw  south  boundary  of  Patrick 
Brennan's  tad  in  Great  Meadow  to  tire  junction  of 
the  latter  with  the  boundary  of  the  townland  of 
Termon,  thence  southward,  westward,  and  northward 
alon"  last-named  townland  boundary  to  the  Boyle 
river  thence  northward  in  a straight  line  to  the  east 
boundary  of  Assylin  graveyard,  and  contmumg  along 
said  boundary  to  the  Assylin  Old-road  thence  in  a 
straight  line  to  the  eastern  angle  of  Mr.  John  Fits- 
gerald’s  holding'  in  Mockmoyne,  thence  westward  along 
Ballymote-road,  and  northward  by  the  fence  which 
divides  the  holding  of  Mr.  John  Fitzgerald  and  the 
representative  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Mulhall  to  the  junction 
of  said  fence  with  the  townland  boundary  at  Easkey 
river,  thence  along  north  boundary  of  the  townlands  of 
Mockmoyne  and  Low  Parks  to  the  point  first  des- 
cribed. 

10.  How  many  townlands  are  wholly  or  partially 
within  the  boundary  ? — Eight. 

11.  How  many  are  wholly  within  the  boundary? — 
Five  are  wholly  included. 

12.  And  how  many  partially  ?— Three  are  partially 


29.  What  were  the  poor  rates  for  the  same  years  ? 
—In  1874,  4s.;  in  1875,  2s.  1(M.;  in  1876,  Is.  Id.; 
in  1877,  2s. ; and  in  1878,  2s. 

30.  Did  that  include  a sanitary  rate  ? — No. 

31.  Has  there  ever  been  any  special  sanitary  rate? 
—No. 

32.  Did  the  Guardians  ever  carry  out  the  sanitary 
work  ? — They  did. 

33.  What  was  the  county  cess  in  the  years  already 
referred  to? — In  1874 it  was  Is.;  in  1875,  Is.;  in  1876, 
Is.  0 \d. ; in  1877,  Is. ; and  in  1878,  lid. 

34.  Is  the  town  well  lit? — Yes,  it  is  well  lit. 

35.  How  many  lamps  are  there  ? — 7 4. 

36.  For  what  period  of  the  year  are  they  lit  ? — From 
the  1st  of  October  to  the  1st  of  April — six  months. 

37.  Are  the  markets  held  late  in  the  day? — Yes. 

38.  And  are  the  lamps  a necessity  consequent  upon 
that? — Yes,  they  are  a convenience  to  those  that 
require  them. 

39.  Are  there  any  improvements  which  the  Com- 
missioners are  deterred  from  doing,  or  carrying  out, 
from  want  of  funds? — No,  not  that  I know  of 

40.  Have  they  sufficient  funds  available  for  all 
purposes? — Yes. 

41.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 
advisability  of  getting  the  jurisdiction  of  the  sanitary 
authority  ? — I cannot  say.  I think  they  would  wish 
to  leave  that  work  to  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

42.  Are  there  any  building  operations  going  on  in 
the  town  ? — Seven  houses  have  been  built  within  the 
last  two  years. 

43.  In  winch  direction  are  those  building  operations 
extending  ? — They  are  going  on  in  the  centre  of  the 


BortE. 
Sept.  SO,  1879. 

Mr.  Patrick 
Coyne. 


mciuueu. 

13.  Five  wholly  and  three  partially  included  ? — Yes. 

14.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  town  ? — £3,951. 

15.  And  on  how  much  is  the  full  rate  assessed,  and 
on  how  much  a fourth — how  much  on  houses  and  how 
much  on  lands? — I cannot  tell  yoxi  that  now,  but  I 
can  send  it  to  you. 

16.  Do  you  know  what  the  whole  rate  produces? — 
The  rate  produces  £84,  and  that  includes  the  whole 
rate,  and  also  one-fourth  of  the  valuation  on  land. 

17.  What  is  the  centre  of  the  town? — The  town 
bridge. 

18.  How  far  does  the  town  extend  to  the  north? — 
About  half  a mile  to  the  north. 

19.  How  far  to  the  south? — All  round  the  circum- 
ference of  the  town  averages  half  a mile  from  the 
centre  of  the  town. 

20.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  town  included  ? 
— Boyle. 

21.  How  far  does  the  Boyle  electoral  division  extend? 
— To  the  north,  about  two  and  a half  miles ; to  the 
south,  about  two  miles ; to  the  east,  about  a mile  and 
a half ; and  to  the  west,  about  a mile. 

22.  Would  not  a two  mile  radius  bring  yoxx  into 
another  electoral  division? — Certainly. 

23.  What  electoral  division  would  that  be  ? — I don’t 
know  what  it  might  be.  It  would  rim  into  the  Hush- 
field  electoral  division  on  the  south,  and  the  Tavanagh 
electoral  division  on  the  west.  I hardly  think  that 
two  miles  would  bring  ns  into  the  Rockingham  electoral 
division. 

24^  Yes  it  would? — I did  not  know  that. 

_ 25.  What  is  the  area  and  valuation  of  the  electoral 
division? — The  valuation  is  £7,021, ‘and  the  area  is 
7,160  acres,  statute.  ■ 

26.  Is  Boyle,  as  a market  town,  much  used  by  the 
people  who  reside  within  the  electoral  division  ? — Y es  ? 

27.  What  are  the  towns  closest  to  Boyle  ? — French- 
park,  BaUyfaman,  and  Carrick-on-Shannon. 

28.  What  were  the  municipal  rates  for  the  last  five 
years? — In  1874,  the  rate  was  10d.;  in  1875,  lOcZ. ; in 
1876,  10 d. ; in  1877,  U. ; and  in  1878,  6 d. 


town.  .... 

44.  Are  there  any  buildings  outside  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  town,  but  outside  the  present  municipal 
limits  ? — None. 

45.  If  the  two  mile  extension,  which  the  Com- 
missioners originally  put  forward  was  adopted  it  would 

-include  land  liable  to  the  one-fourth  rate,  and  scarcely 
any  houses? — Yes,  they  would  include  a great  deal 
of  land  outside,  but  no  houses  of  any  consequence. 

46.  How  many  voters  would  they  bring  in  by  the 
two-mile  radius  ? — I could  not  say. 

47.  Did  you  not  go  into  any  statistics  concerning 

it? — No.  , , , „ 

48.  Did  you  calculate  what  the  acreage  would  be? 

49. '  Or  what  increased  income  you  would  get  ?— No. 

50.  However,  at  the  same  time,  you  went  in  for  a 
two-mile  extension  ? — Yes. 

51.  Have  you  ascertained  the  feelings  of  the  rate- 
payers on  the  subject  ? — They  are  well  pleased  with 
the  boundaries  as  they  now  exist. 

52.  Then  they  have  altered  their  opinion  since 
November?— Yes ; the  Commissioners  met  last  week. 

53.  I suppose  I may  take  the  Commissioners  as 
representing  the  ratepayers  ? — Yes. 

54.  On  the  20th  of  December  the  Commissioners 
were  in  favour  of  a two-mile  extension?— Yes. 

55.  Did  they  pass  any  resolution  on  the  subject  1 — 


56.  Can  you  give  me  a copy  of  it  ? — Yes. 

57.  What  was  the  reason  for  that  extension  I — 
They  consider  at  the  present  time  that  this  is  not  the 
time  to  put  on  additional  taxation. 

58.  Mr.  WUliam  Lawrence— On  consulting  the 
people  we  found  that  the  people  outside  were  opposed 
to  any  extension. 

59.  Mr.  Robinson  (To  the  Town  Clerk).— Were 
the  Commissioners  aware  of  the  recommendation  ot 
the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  that 
town  boundaries  should  be  made  coterminous  with 
electoral  divisions? — They  were. 
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Boy  lb. 
S$pt.  *0, 187®. 

Mr.  William 
Lawrence. 


Mr.  William  Lawrence  examined. 


60.  You  are  a Town  Commissioner  ? — I am. 

61.  Did  you  vote  for  the  two-mile  extension  at  the 
time  it  wiis  suggested  by  the  Commissioners  ? — I was 
not  at  the  meeting  at  which  it  was  considered. 

63.  Do  you  know  the  reasons  that  prompted  the 
Board  at  the  tune  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  an 
area  of  two  miles  was  a desirable  one  to  include  ? — 
Not  having  been  at  the  meeting  I am  not  able  to  say. 

64.  Have  you  spoken  to  the  members  of  the  Board, 
who  were  present  at  that  meeting,  as  to  their  reason 
for  coming  to  that  conclusion.  Did  they  consider 
that  the  people  living  within  that  radius  derived  such 
advantage  from  their  proximity  to  the  town  that  a 
fourth  of  the  town  taxation  would  not  press  unduly 
upon  them — was  that  the  reason  1 — I think  the  Board 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  not  be  desirable ; 
that  the  people  outside  were  quite  satisfied  for  the 
present,  and  they  did  not  wish  to  be  taxed  for  the 
extension. 

66.  The  people  did  not  desire  to  be  taxed  ? — Yes. 

67.  Do  you  consider  that  people  living  within  the 
electoral  division  derive  advantage  from  the  proximity 
of  the  town  ? — Well,  that  is  a question  I could  not 
answer,  because  one  ratepayer  might  consider  he 
would,  and  another  that  he  would  not,  and  the  two 
minds  might  be  of  a different  opinion 

68.  Have  you  lived  long  in  the  town  of  Boyle  1 — 
All  my  life. 

69.  Do  you  consider  it  a thriving  town? — Yes. 

70.  Is  there  any  land  within  the  present  municipal 
limits  available  for  building? — Yes. 

71.  If  any  building  was  likely  to  take  place,  the 
people  would  not  have  to  go  outside? — Yes. 

72.  They  would  be  able  to  build  within  the  present 
limits? — Yes. 

73.  Are  the  lands  outside  the  town  principally 
accommodation  lands  and  townparlcs  ? — Yes,  mostly. 

74.  Held  by  people  living  within  the  town  ? — 
Yes  j but  that  has  been  so  for  thirty  years.  They 
were  originally  townparks. 

75.  Are  there  any  improvements  which  are  required 
in  the  town  winch  the  Commissioners  would  carry  out 
if  they  had  a larger  revenue  from  this  increased  taxa- 
tion?—-I  don’t  know  of  any,  now  that  the  sanitary 
Work  is  taken  out  of  our  hands. 

76.  Any  improvements  required  in  the  way  of  light- 
ing ? — No. 

77.  Are  sanitary  improvements  required  for  the 
town  i— Well,  from  my  own  knowledge  and  experience, 
I think  not.  I think  the  .'town  is  well  drained  and 
well  cleaned.  As  far  as  the  streets  are  concerned, 
they  might  be  better ; but,  for  a country  town,  I think 
it  is  well  cleaned. 

78.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  desirable  to  obtain  the 
sanitary  authority? — I would  not  be  prepared  to 
answer  that  question. 

79.  You  don’t  like  to  give  an  opinion  1— No  sir. 

80.  From  your  knowledge  of  your  board,  do  yon 
know  whether  there  are  any  members  of  it  who  are  in 
favour  of  becoming  the  sanitary  authority  1 — I am  not 
aware. 

81.  I suppose  you  are  aware  that  you  can  get  a 
provisional  order  from  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  the  purpose  ? — I don’t  think  we  are. 

82.  The  others  are  not?— I would  not  answer  for 
them.  I don’t  think  they  are  in  favour  of  it. 

83.  Are  you  aware  that  you  can  get  a separation 
from  the  Grand  Jury— have  you  ever  considered  that 
desirable  ?— There  was  a time  when  we  considered  it 
desirable,  but  I don’t  think  the  Commissioners  would 
do  so  now. 


04.  -attiuit  time  were  you  of  opinion  tw 
had  jurisdiction  over  the  roads,  Li  extend!  f y°U 
would  be  advisable,  on  which  ah^Sdb^T 
roads  1 I don’t  think  it  came  £ that  §t 


oo.  rou  are  aware  that  you  must  first  become  the 

3£  SSEffiai-" y”  ™ «« 

80.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  which  ... 
specially  convened  to  consider  the  ,„Jti»  „f  u“ 
boundaries  lust  week  was  it  not  !_I  was  not,  1 
from  home.  ’ 

87.  I believe  your  board  resolved  unanimously  that 
no  extension  was  desirable  ?— I have  heard  so. 

88.  And  you  consider  that  you  have  sufficient  funds 
available  for  all  purposes  ?— For  the  present  powers  we 
enjoy  we  have. 


. 89-  * suppose  the  people  who  have  places  of  business 
m the  town  reside  in  the  town.  There  are  no  villa 
residences  outside  the  town? — None. 

90.  Do  you  know  the  electoral  division  ?— Yes. 

91.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  advisable  to 
adopt  that  as  the  municipal  boundary,  and  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  should  he  carried  out?— Well  if  I 
were  to  speak  for  myself  I might  differ  with  them,  but 
the  Commissioners  consulting  the  people  on  whom  the 
taxation  would  come,  prefer  to  have  tilings  as  they  are 
and  not  to  increase  the  boundary. 

92.  As  an  individual,  what  do  you  think?— I would 
say  that  wo  have  quite  enough  money  for  our  expen- 
diture. 

93.  You  consider  the  electoral  division  too  extensive 
to  he  adopted  as  the  town  boundary  ?— Yes,  I would. 

9 A And  that  the  people  living  within  it  should  not 
contribute  to  the  wants  of  or  improvements  in  the 
town  ? — I think  they  should  not. 


Cross-examined  by  Colonel  King  Harman,  m.p. 

95.  Do  you  think  the  town  has  benefited  by  being 
brought  under  this  Towns  Improvement  Act  at  all  1 — 
With  the  exception  of  water  and  light  we  have  in  no 
way  benefited  by  it. 

96.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  don’t  approve  of  it 
then  ? — If  I had  had  a voice  in  it  when  it  was  origi- 
nated I would  not  have  been  a party  to  it. 

97.  Col.  King  If annum. — The  town  was  not  previ- 
ously under  the  9tli  of  Geo.  IY  ?— No. 

98.  Mr.  Robinson. — It  was  not  lit  before  that?— 
N o.  Those  are  the  only  two  advantages  we  got  from  it 

99.  Col.  King  Harman. — Don’t  you  think  it  prob- 
able that  they  would  have  been  brought  into  the  town 
if  there  were  no  Commissioners  ? — It  would  be  very 
hard  to  light  except  by  Town  Commissioners. 

100.  Is  it  lit  by  the  Town  Commissioners  or  by  a 
private  company? — By  a private  company,  but  the 
Town  Commissioners  pay  for  the  lighting. 

101.  What  description  of  light  do  you  consider  it  to 
be  ? — We  have  had  often  to  complain  of  it. 

102.  Mr.  Robinson. — Do  you  consider  it  advisable 
that  the  municipal  boundary  should  be  limited  in  any 
way? — No. 

103.  Do  you  consider  that  the  people  living  at  the 

extreme  point  of  Macmoyne ? In  our  present 

boundary? 

104.  Yes — should  contribute  to  the  support  of  the 
town  ? — I would  not  be  for  limiting  the  area  in  any 
one  way — certainly  not  for  narrowing  it.  I would  hot 
alter  it  in  any  one  way. 
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Colonel  King-Harman  examined. 


105.  Mr.  Robinson.— Are  yon  acquainted  with  the 

X«or  »f  • llorfciou  »f 

14  N)7^Is  V your  opinion  that  people  resting  in  the 
J,ote  liiu-t  of  tlio  electoral  division,  who  mute  use .of 
tram  deriving  advantages  tom  Hie 
pmrimity  of  tile  town— support  «ie  town  and  keep  it 

UPX0S  And  poo  consider  that  if  they  make  nse  of  the 
liits  coming  into  the  town,  yet  the  proceeds  of  then 
produce  find  their  way  into  the  pockets  of  the  late- 
^e°s  of  the  towni — I don’t  think  they  use  the 

“*109.  But  still  that  the  result  of  the  sole  of  their 
produce  finds  its  way  into  the  pockets  «f  ““  “*<► 
payers? — Yes,  I would  say  so ; but  I disagree  vitii  the 
statement  that  they  use  the  lights. 

110.  Are  there  not  late  markets  1— Any  late 
markets  are  usually  well  over  before  tlie  lights  are  lit. 

111.  Do  not  the  people  who  come  to  the  early 
morning  faii-s  use  them  ?— As  a matter  of  fact,  the 
lamps  are  not  lighted.  They  might  be  iised  m the 
■winter  time  at  early  morning  fairs,  but  in  tlic  evening 
they  are  not  necessary  for  the  country  people. 

112.  Do  I understand  it  to  be  your  opinion  that  it 
the  recommendations  of  the  Select  Committee  were 
carried  out  here  the  effect  would  be,  as  there- are  no 
improvements  contemplated,  to  bring  in  a lot  ot  people 
who  live  in  the  outlying  districts  who  would  simply 
pay  a rate  for  the  purpose  of  easing  the  pockets  of  the 
ratepayers  whom  they  themselves  support  1 — Yes. 


113.  Has  this  always  been  your  view! — Certainly. 
I say  that  improvements  are  required  very  much,  and 
I say  tliat  the  town,  under  the  present  system,  is  sur- 
charged most  enormously. 

114.  In  what  way  are  improvements  required  1 — 
The  owners  of  property  in  the  town  are  not  able  to 
carry  out  designs  of  improvement  which  they  would 
wish  to  do. 

115.  Because  those  matters  are  under  the  Town 
Board  1 — Yes.  I would  protest  most  strongly  against 
any  further  extension  of  the  municipal  boundary,  or 
further  powers  being  given  to  the  Town  Commissioners 
— most  strongly. 

116.  I suppose  you  think  the  area  of  the  electoral 
division  too  extensive  to  he  adopted  as  the  municipal 
boundary  1 — Yes;  far  too  extensive. 

117.  Are  there  many  improvements  required  in  the 
town  1 — A great  many ; but  we  are  entirely  frustrated 
and  stopped  by  the  town  being  in  tlie  hands  of  Town 
Commissioners. 

118.  Inconsequence  of  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
Town  Commissioners  1 — Yes ; the  Guardians  and  Town 
Commissioners  are  continually  pulling  in  opposite 
directions. 

119.  You  think  the  management  of  die  town  would 
he  better  carried  on  if  it  was  vested  in  one  undivided 
authority  ? — Yes.  I wish  to  say  that  if  the  Town 
Commissioners  remain  in  the  town  as  at  present,  I think 
the  town  ought  certainly  to  take  over  the  sanitary 
authority. 

120.  Is  that  your  opinion  or  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 


B<m.t 
S*pt.  30, 1873. 

Colonel 

King-Harman. 


Mr.  Lawrence  re-examined. 


121.  If  yon  included  the  electoral  division  would  it, 
do  you  think,  bring  you  up  to  the  statutable  6,000 ? — 
I don’t  think  it  would. 

122.  Are  there  3,000  residing  in  the  electoral 
division  in  addition  to  those  residing  in  the  town  1 — 
I think  not. 


123  Colonel  King-Hcmnan. — Do  you  think  a Grand 
Jury  Board  would  he  a better  management  for  the 
town  than  the  Town  Commissioners ?—  Certainly  not; 
I would  hardly  say  that. 


Mr.  Lawrence 


Major  C.  Robinson  examined. 


124.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  are,  I believe,  agent  for 
Colonel  King-Harman  1 — I am. 

125.  Do  you  agree  with  the  views  he  has  expressed  1 
— I quite  coincide  with  what  Colonel  King-Hannan 
has  expressed.  If  the  sanitary  authority  was  vested 
in  the  Town  Commissioners,  I think  it  would  make 
them  a much  more  useful  body,  and  it  would  be  a smaller 
body  that  would  have  to  deal  with  the  subject  than 
at  present  exists  in  the  case  of  the  Boax’d  of  Guardians. 
Before  the  sanitary  authority  was  vested  iix  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  we  were  in  the  habit  of  gettiixg  a good 
many  county  works  done  in  the  way  of  drains—  covex’ed 
drains.  There  is  one  very  important  one  from  the 
base  of  the  town  light  up  a steep  hill,  which  was  done 
at  the  expense  of  the  county,  and  there  is  hardly  a 
presentment  sessions  that  I am  aware  of  that  we  have 
not  something  done.  Now  if  you  go  to  the  Grand 
Jury,  you  have  then  to  go  to  the  Guardians,  and  from 
the  Board  of  Guax’dians  you  are  jostled  down  to  the 
Town  Commissioners,  all  trying  to  shirk  their  business. 

126.  A regular  conflict  of  authority? — Yes. 

127.  "Well,  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  entire  man- 
agement of  the  town  should  be  in  the  hands  of  one 
body  ? — I think  so,  certainly. 

128.  Do  you  consider  that  if  they  do  this,  and  the 
Commissioners  are  made  the  sanitary  authoiity,  and 
they  should  get  a separation  from  the  Grand  J uxy, 
that  the  present  area  is  sufficient  on  which  to  assess 
the  rates  ? — I think  it  should  be  slightly  increased. 

129.  Please  describe  on  the  map  the  way  in  which 
you  would  suggest  that  it  should  be  increased  ?— Take 
the  extreme  west  of  the  boundary  line,  I would  not 


„ post  tliat,  and  then  work  on.  Them  is  the  Egkey 
rivL,  there  is  a rad  that  would  run  mto  the  Shgo- 
road  I would  bring  it  down  there,  and  make  that 
thenortliern  boundary— that  is  the  road  connecting 
Eoskeywith  the  Sligo-lead.  Instead  of  going  down 
th?  river  to  go  down  the  rood,  I would  take  m both 
sides  as  there  are  houses  on  both  sides.  There  is  a 
“ad  not  marked  on  the  map-a  navigation  toad;  I 
would  bring  the  boundary  up  this  navigation  toad, 
and  I would  cross  the  liver  and  take  in  a very  popu- 
lous district  there  known  as  Erum  or  Warren— 
il  Jdh  there  are  only  a few  houses  at  the  junction 
SSiij  Ends.  I would  then  go  along  the  old 
road— along  the  cutting  between  the  Wooilen.hr, dg. 
and  the  Boyle  and  Camckmane-road. 

130.  And  then  would  you  contmue  along 
land  boundary,  and  would  you  take  m Letfoid  Talk  S 
be  inclined  on  the  south  side  to  enteud  to 
beyond  Odbert  cross-road,  and  that  would  biing  you 
toLd  Doonymus  and  bring  it  up  to  the  back  of  the 

G??lM|fZVonly  on  the  nnderstanding  that  the 

g0132°  Dodyou  think  there  are  any  improvements 
reqtdredin  the  town  1 — I think  there  are  improvement 

they  do  not  go  into  the  hands  of  the  Town 
to  deter  them  from  bexng  earned  out?-I  thxnk  s*. 
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.Boyle. 
Stpt.  30,  1879. 

Major  C. 
Robinson. 


You  have  referred  to  the  Act  of  George  IV.  Perhaps 
you  are  not  aware  that  Boyle  is  a very  old  borough 
town,  with  a “ Borough  Master.”  We  had  a charter 
of  the  Corporation  of  Boyle  granted  by  King  James 
I.,  on  the  12tli  of  February,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his 
reign.  There  was  an  old  borough  court  and  a manor 
court. 

135.  Does  that  charter  vest  any  property  in  the 
hands  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — I think  not. 

136.  Are  there  any  other  matters  you  would  wish 
to  mention  1 — I might  .also  add  that  I think  from  the 
class  of  people  that  are  now  Town  Commissioners,  that 
I believe  there  is  a majority  of  them  that  would  work 
the  sanitary  authority  conscientiously,  and  for  the 
wellbeing  of  the  residents  of  the  town — men  of  in- 
telligence and  men  who  would  not  fail  to  stick  to 


then-  business, 


gion. 


and  not  introduce  politics  and  reli- 


,Alld  tbat  any  improvements  made  in 

would  directly  I, audit  it,  .ml  1„  moM  ^ Jfe 
clians  could  carry  out? Yes.  tUe  (jUar' 

138.  Colonel  Kinu-IIcmnan. — The  difficult,,- 
neidon  with  tho  present  state  of  the  saiuhuy  auKty 
is  how  we  are  to  act,  and  it  prevents  us  from  doiiZ 

^ agcnte.  “ "*  to  d0  - hrftafc  j 

139.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  .re  acquainted,  Ip. 

Lawrence,  with  the  electoral  division  1— Yes  hut  r 
have  not  got  any  statistics.  1 

140.  The  recommendation  of  the  Select  Committee 

as  regards  Boyle  being  extended  to  that  boundary 
would  be  out  of  the  question  ? — Certainly.  } 


Mr.  Joseph  Mr.  J OSEWI  Muliiall  examined. 

141.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  have  beard  the  evidence  of  the  last  witness? Yes. 

142.  And  you  agree  with  it? — Yes. 


Mr.  William 
Odbert. 


Mr.  William  Odbert  examined. 


143.  Mr.  Robinson. — Is  this  return  correct  that 

the  valuation  of  the  electoral  division  is  £7,021  ? I 

am  not  certain,  but  I think  it  is  something  like  that. 

144.  Of  the  poor  rate  struck  was  any  portion  of  it 


a sanitary  rate  ? — In  1874  there  was  a sanitary  rate 
of  1 d.  in  the  pound,  and  we  have  not  had  one  sinw 

145.  Oil  what  district  ? — On  the  union— a »eneral 
rate  for  the  uuion. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 


BELTURBET— 26th  SEPTEMBER,  1S7!). 
(Before  H.  A.  Robinson,  Esq.) 


Mr.  Thomas 
Clarke. 


Mr.  Thomas  Clarke  examined. 


1.  You  are  Town  Clerk? — Yes. 

2.  Under  what  Act  is  the  town  constituted  ? The 

Towns  Improvement  Act. 

3.  Did  you  adopt  the  provisions  of  the  Act  for  all 
purposes  ?— ' Yes ; we  were  first  under  the  9th  of 
George  IV. 


4.  But  the  boundary  then  differed  from  the  presem 
boundary?— We  had  no  boundary  under  the  9th  o 
George  IY.  at  all. 

5.  You  ought  to  have  had  one?— But  we  hat 
none  ; and  under  the  17th  of  Victoria  we  defined  the 
boundary. 

6.  What  steps  did  the  Commissioners  take  to 
establish  a boundary  ?— They  then  did  it  by  perambu- 
lation. They  brought  in  what  they  considered  the 
dmSeC°nVenient  and  COmpact  boundaiT  they  could 

7.  Was  the  boundary  you  forwarded  to  the  Govern- 
ment accepted  by  them,  or  did  they  make  any  change  1 
— No ; they  made  no  change  whatever. 

8.  Is  the  boundary  composed  of  townlands  or  por- 
tmus  of  townlands  1-Tbere  is  only  one  townland 
.wholly  m — Noglian. 

9.  And  portions  of  how  many  ?— Four. 

10.  What  are  their  names !— Corpomtioa  Lands 
Oreenenoghan,  Kilconny,  and  Strahegland. 

11.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town?— We  never 
levied  any  taxes,  and  all  we  required  was  to  know  the 
extent  of  our  authority  over  the  place. 

12.  But  are  you  not  aware  of  the  aim  of  tlietown  1 
— We  never  required  it. 

13.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  town  ?— We  never 
required  a valuation  of  the  town,  hut  the  amount 
prescribed  by  His  Excellency  was  £12  a year  occupancy 
to  qualify  for  a commissioner.  We  never  required 
.any  valuation  or  anything  of  the  kW] 

U.  Then,  as  to  this  town.it  is  exceptionally  cir- 
cumstanced  ? — Yes.  J 

15.  There  is  property  vestedin  the  Commissioners ? 


— Yes ; there  is  only  one  or  two  other  towns  in  the 
kingdom  in  similar  circumstances. 

16.  What  is  the  l toi  mlation  ? — In  ’61,1,789:  and 
in  ’71,  1,759. 

17.  Would  you  say  that  the  town  is  thriving?— I 
think  latterly  it  is. 

18.  And  you  consider  the  census  of ’81  will  show 
an  increase  on  the  previous  years  ? — I suppose  it  will. 

19.  Are  there  any  houses  not  occupied  in  the  town 
now  1 — Not  one. 

20.  Are  there  building  operations  going  on  within 
the  town  1 — There  are.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  the 
town  is  rather  in  an  improving  condition  than  any- 
thing else. 

21.  Are  there  building  operations  going  on  outside 
the  town  1 — No. 

22.  Have  you  been  resident  here  long  ? — About 
sixty  years. 

23.  Do  you  see  much  difference  in  Belturbet  now 
to  what  it  was  when  you  first  became  acquainted  with 
it? — I do,  so  far  as  the  independence  of  the  people  is 
concerned. 

24.  Are  not  the  houses  of  a better  class?— Far 
better. 

25.  Is  there  land  within  the  municipal  district 
available  for  building? — Plenty. 

26.  If  building  operations  were  required,  the  people 
"would  not  have  to  go  outside  the  boundary? — I d°nt 
know  bow  they  could  require  more  land  than  the  land 
inside.  If  they  required  it  there  is  sufficient  land 
inside. 

27.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  poor  law  electoral 
division  of  Belturbet  ? — I am. 

28.  How  far  does  it  extend? — It  is  bounded  by  the 
liver. 

29.  The  town  is  in  two  electoral  divisions?  Yes- 

30.  What  are  they  ? — Belturbet  and  Kilconny. 

31.  How  far  does  Kilconny  extend  ? — More  than  a 
mile  to  the  west. 
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32.  And  Beltuvbet,  how  far  1— It  goes 


tom  for  oil  the  people  within 
these  two  electoral  divisions  1—1 1 is,  decidedly;  and 


far  teyond  that,  miles  out  towards  Fermanagh,  and  as 
iTtileif  markets  frequently  1- Yes,  every 
they  late  markets  ?-Wlien  they  have 

nothing  to  sell  they  are  early. 

37.  Do  people  generally  go  away  before  it  is  dark  l 

38  How  is  the  town  lighted  ? — By  oil ; we  did  not 

PU39?What  are  the  months  in  which  you  light  the 
lamns  1 — We  begin  in  October,  and  end  in  April. 

40.  What  is  the  cost  per  lamp  ? — The  entire  cost  is 

£15 'is.  Id. — that  is  for  lighting  and  all  the  necessary 
requisites  connected  with  it.  or? 

41.  What  are  the  poor  rates"— Last  year  os.  oa.. 


but  only  Is.  3d.  — ... 

42.  Was  there  any  special  sanitary  work  tor  wnicn 


43.  What  was  the  amount  of  it? — 10cZ.  in  the  pound. 
44'.  For  what  purpose  ?— Making  drains. 

45.  Through  the  town  ? — Yes. 

46.  And  what  was  the  contributory  district  over 


which  it  was  assessed  ? — It  was  confined  exclusively  to 


57.  Do  you  know  what  the  county  cess  is  ? — About  Beltur 

10(7.  each  half-year.  _ ' S‘P'- 26- 

58.  Do  yon  think  the  Commissioners  would  be  in  Mr  Tho] 
favour  of  having  a separation  from  the  Grand  Jury  ? — Clarke. 
We  tried  that,  but  the  Grand  Jury  would  not  give  their 
consent  at  all. 

59.  Are  you  aware  that  the  same  Act  enables  you  to 
obtain  that  power  whether  the  Grand  Jury  agree  or 
not  ? — No,  I was  not  aware  of  that. 

60.  Is  it  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  that  the 
undivided  authority  for  the  town  should  be  in  their  own 
hands? — They  endeavoured  to  procure  that  and  it  cost 
upwards  of  .£20,  and  the  principal  objection  of  the 
Grand  Jury  was  that  we  have  a large  bridge  over  the 
river  Erne  and  Mr.  Vernon  said  we  would  have  to  pay 
if  anything  happened  to  the  bridge. 

61.  Do  you  consider  the  advantages  commensurate 
with  the  money  you  pay  to  the  Grand  Jury  cess? — 

No,  that  is  why  we  made  the  application. 

62.  It  is  still  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  that 
the  sanitary  work  and  the  roads  should  be  in  their  own 
hands  ? — Yes. 

63.  If  the  Commissioners  had  this  power  would  they 
be  in  favour  of  having  an  enlarged  area  over  which  to 
assess  their  rates? — I think  if  we  had  that  power  it 
would  be  necessary  to  make  the  area  larger. 

64.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  including  the  entire 
of  these  townlands,  portions  of  which  are  now  included? 

If  they  would  not  be  too  extreme. 

65.  Are  the  townlands  included  in  the  town  accom- 


thetown,  there  was  a great  error  in  that  because  mocbtion  lands  and  principal^^ 
Strahegland  was  left  out,  and  some  of  the  drains  were 


made  through  it.  , 

47.  Do  yon  mean  the  portions  of  Stndiegland  in  the 

town?— Yes.  . 

48.  You  said  a rate  waslevied  on  the  town  ? — JN  0,  it 
was  on  the  Corporation  lands  only,  it  was  an  overlook 

49.  Are  you  sure  of  that? — I am  positive  of  it,  and 
what  is  most  egregious  is  that  one  of  the  parts  of  the 
town  that  receives  benefit  to  the  extent  of  £50  or  £60 
never  paid  a penny  at  all. 

50.  The  town  is  now  well  sewered  ? — There  are  no 
sewers  wanted  now,  every  place  is  sewered. 

51.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 
question  of  becoming  a sanitary  authority  ? — Yes,  I 
think  they  would  be  very  anxious,  they  would  rather 
have  the  management  of  it  themselves  than  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  it  is  so  troublesome. 

52.  Are  they  aware  that  the  seventh  section  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  enables  them  to  obtain  that  power 
from  the  Local  Government  Board? — No,  I did  not 


townparks,  except  part  of  Noghan. 

66.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  property  vested  in  the 
Commissioners  ? — Land  and  houses. 

67.  How  did  they  acquire  it?— By  charters  of 
Charles  II.,  or  one  of  them. 

68.  Ancient  charters  ? — Immense. 

69.  What  does  the  property  produce?— The  rents 
for  the  last  year  were  £182  9s.  G<7. 

70.  What  are  your  other  sources  of  income  'i — Ernes 
under  the  Licensing  Act,  £17  5s. ; dog  licenses,  £7 , 
cranes,  £137  5s. ; manure,  £4 ; and  the  use  of  the  Town 
Hall,  for  exhibitions,  £2  12s.  6cZ. 

71.  What  was  your  expenditure  i — £o7o  Jos.  oa. 

72.  You  have  never  struck  any  rate? — No.  _ 

73.  Do  you  see  any  likelihood  of  your  striking  any 

rate  ?— No,  if  we  go  on  as  we  are. 

74.  You  have  a balance  of  £25  on  hands  ? — That 


75  Do  the  Commissioners  consider  the  question  of 
enlarging  the  boundaries  ?— The  Commissioners  have 
never  met  until  this  moment  on  that  subject.  I was 
sneaking  to  the  Chairman  this  morning  and  lie  saicl  he 
mi riit  there  was  no  change  required;  the  area  was 


get  a copy  of  the  statute  yet. 

53.  How  far  is  the  Poor  Law  Union  from  this  place?  v„nil:,,p,p 

-The  union  house  is  abmitseven  miles.  thought  there  was  no  change  reqnuecl, 

54  And  any  sanitary  matters  must  be  transacted  large  ^ it  wa  „0  adTlmtage 

through  the  Guardians  1— Yes.  ' . t0  ■>_ Wo  advantage  in 

55.  And  is  it  the  opinion  of  yonr  Bool'd,  that  they  to  bring  in  people  hving  outside  1—  S 

would  rather  have  the  management  in  their  own  hands  ? the  world. 


— Yes,  they  are  more  interested  in  the  matter  and  tlieir 
management  would  he  attended  with  less  expense . 

56.  Are  there  any  sanitary  arrangements  required 
in  the  town? — No,  they  have  been  all  done. 


77  That  is  yoiu'  opinion  of  it? — Yes.  . 

78'.  You  don’t  see  any  likelihood  of  your  ever  bemg 
applied  to  to  strike  a rate  ? — No. 


79.  You  are  a Commissioner  ? — Yes. 

80.  Youhaveheardthe  evidenceofMr.  Clarke? — Yes. 

81.  Aud  you  agree  with  him,  there  is  no  necessity 
for  extension  ? — Yes. 

82.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  a transfer  of  the 
powers  from  the  Grand  Jury  ? — Yes. 

83.  You  don’t;  consider  you  receive  full  value  from 
them  ?— Not  a tenth  of  the  value.  The  streets  are  in  a 
most  ridiculous  manner  at  the  present  time,  and  with 
regard  to  footpaths  they  are  never  unproved  here  at  all. 

84.  Yon  think  it  would  he  desirable  to  have  these 
powers  in  your  own  hands  ? — Yes. 

85.  W ere  you  aware  of  the  206th  section  of  the  Act  ? 
— No. 

86.  Do  you  think  the  Commissioners  are  still  in 
favour  of  the  change  ? — I think  they  would  be. 


Mi-.  Terence  Small  examined.  Mr.  Terence 

87.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  the  management  Small. 

ofthe  whole  town  in  your  hands?— Yes. 

88  Under  those  circumstances  would  you  be  in 
favour  of  having  a larger  area  for 
exists  1—1  could  not  give  a decided  answei  to  that,  tor 
we  have  not  had  any  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  hot 
it  wonld  make  it  lighter-  on  people  m general. 

80  It  is  yonr  opinion  that  if  yon  had  these  potters 
vested  in  yourselves,  an  increased  area  wonld  he  de- 

S™o!eK?you  ever  consider  to  what  extent  1—No. 

9 1 Do  you  consider  it  would  include  the  four  town- 
lands,  portions  of  which  are  now  included 

92  Do  you  think  the  people  there  derive  ad- 
vantage from  living  so  close  to  the 
produce  is  better  and  the  facilities  for  disposing  of  it. 
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92.  Tlicy  avail  themselves  of  the  light  of  the  town  ? 
—Yes. 

93.  And  there  are  schools  in  the  town? — Yes,  but 
the  town  people  often  send  their  children  to  schools 
outside  also. 

94.  So  that  if  these  people  had  to  pay  their  quota 


of  a municipal  rate  it  would  not  he  a hardslin 
on  them,  considering  the  advantages  they  eniovl_Nr 
it  would  make  it  lighter  on  others.  J °’ 

95.  You  don’t  in  the  future  see  any  likelihood  for 
the  necessity  of  striking  a rate? — No. 


Mr.  Thomas  Devise  examined. 


9G.  You  are  a Commissioner  ? — Yes. 

97.  And  you  concur  in  what  has  been  stated? — 
Yes. 


98.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  the  management 

of  the  town  in  your  own  hands  ? — Yes.  ° 

99.  And  to  have  an  enlarged  area  of  taxation  when 
you  receive  these  powers  ? — If  it  was  necessary. 


Dr.  Thompson  examined. 


100.  You  are  sanitary  officer  for  the  district  ? — Yes. 

101.  Do  you  think  there  arc  any  sauitary  improve- 
ments required  1 — They  always  require  sanitary  im- 
provements more  or  less ; at  present  the  town  is  in 
a very  sanitary  condition. 

102.  Did  you  find  any  difficulty  in  getting  these 
improvements  carried  out  with  the  Guardians? — Not 
in  the  least. 

103.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  the 
sanitary  works  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  ? — 
Yes,  I think  it  would  be  better. 

104.  How  long  does  it  take  you  to  get  auy  tiling 


done? — Well,  about  eight  days  : suppose  I made  a 
report  to-day,  it  must  go  before  the  Guardians  at  their 
next  meeting,  which  would  be  on  next  Tuesday. 

105.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  including  the 
portions  of  the  townlands  outside  the  boundary  U- 1 
think  so.  The  Commissioners  were  unanimously  in 
favour  of  having  tins  sanitary  work  of  the  district 
carried  out  by  themselves ; lmt  if  taxation  was  neces- 
sary we  would  have  to  increase  the  area  on  which  to 
assess  the  rate  ; that  is  supposing  it  was  necessary., 
which  I don’t  think  at  all  likely. 


Mr.  James  Mahaffy  examined. 

106.  You  are  a Commissioner  ? — Y es.  get  this  grand  j ury  power  into  our  hands  and  we  would. 

107.  You  also  concur? — Yes,  we  were  all  anxious  to  like  to  try  it  again. 


Mr.  John  Naan  examined. 


10S.  You  are  a Commissioner? — Yes. 

109.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  the  power  vested 
in  your  hands? — Yes. 

110.  And  increasing  the  area? — Yes,  if  it  was 
required. 

111.  And  you  think  that  the  people  living  in  such 


proximity  would  have  no  objection  to  pay  considering 
the  advantages  they  got,  and  on  getting  their'  quota  of 
the  municipal  property  ? — I don’t  think  they  would. 

112.  There  is  an  advantage  here,  because  the  Com- 
missioners strike  no  rate? — Just  so. 


Mr.  Clank  E recalled. 

113.  Is  your  property  improving?— "Well,  I think  pretty  much  the  same.  Tiro  lands  are  leased  for  thirty- 

it  is  not  varying.  one  years. 

114.  Is  the  rental  the  same  every  year?— Yes,  The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


CALLAN— 21st  AUGUST,  1879. 

(Before  Mi’.  H.  A.  Robinson.) 

Mr.  Thomas  Ryan,  Town  Clerk,  examined. 


1.  How  long  have  you  been  Town  Clerk  ? — Since 
1840. 

2.  Callaa  is  constituted  under  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act,  1854? — Yes. 

3.  When  did  it  come  under  the  Act? — In  1855. 

4.  Did  you  adopt  the  provisions  of  the  Act  for 
all  purposes?— Yes ; watering,  lighting,  and  cleans- 
ing. 

5.  When  the  town  came  under  the  Act,  who  were 

the  committee  who  determined  the  boundary  ? The 

Town  Commissioners,  nine  in  number. 

_ 6.  "Why  did  they  adopt  this  boundary  ?— They  con- 
sidered it  the  most  convenient  boundary. 

7.  Has  there  ever  been  any  revision  of  the  boun- 
dary since  that  date  ? — No. 

8.  The  boundaries  then  made  exist  now  ? Yes. 

9.  Did  it  include  whole  townlands  or  take  in 
parts  of  townlands  ? — I could  not  say  how  many  town- 
lands  are  included,  they  are  what  are  called  town  parks 
adjoining  dwellings. 

10.  When  they  adopted  a boundary,  did  they 
follow  any  previously  existing  boundary;  did  they 
make  the  boundary  conterminous  with  the  townland 
boundary,  or  did  they  cut  through  fields,  taking  in 
parts  of  them  ? — Some  small  fields  they  cut  through, 
taking  in  portions  of  them. 


11.  How  far  to  the  north  does  the  boundary  extend  T 
— About  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  cross. 

12.  And  on  the  south  how  far? — About  the  same. 

13.  And  on  the  east? — About  the  same,  and  to  the 
west  a little  less. 

14.  Then  it  is  about  a quarter  of  a mile  allround? 
—Yes. 

15.  Are  the  building  operations  extending  without 
the  municipal  boundary  ? — No ; there  have  been  no 
buildings  erected  outside  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act. 

16.  Are  there  any  buildings  going  on  towards  the 
town  boundary  ? — Not  at  present. 

1 7.  Previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Act  of  1854,  was- 
the  town  governed  under  any  other  statute.? — 1®; 
the  9th  George  IV.,  cap.  82. 

18.  Were  you  Town  Clerk  then  ?— Yes. 

19.  What  was  the  boundary  of  the  town,  then?-- 
Much  the  same ; it  was  corrected  by  Mr.  Griffith,  and 
that  was  adopted  then  and  sanctioned. 

20.  So  I may  take  it  that  the  town  under  the  Act 
of  1854,  subject  to  some  few  modifications,  is  the  same 
as  under  the  9th  George  IY.  ? — Yes. 

21.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town  ? — 353a. 
statute  measure,  and  the  net  annual  value,  £2,020  1 to 

22.  On  how  much  of  that  is  the  full  rate  stru 
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and  how  much  one-fourth  ? — We  have  no  rate  struck 
for  the  hist  six  or  eight  years. 

23.  What  is  the  population  1 — In  1871  it  was  2,387. 

24.  What  was  the  population  in  1861  1 — 2,331. 
I take  that  out  of  “ Thom’s.” 

25.  Do  you  consider  Callan  a thriving  town? — I do. 

26.  Do  you  think  any  material  increase  iu  the 
population  will  be  shown  by  the  census  of  1881 ? — I 
could  not  say  ; I really  think  there  are  no  buildings 
outside  from  which  we  would  derive  much  benefit,  for 
in  case  we  were  to  strike  a town  rate  we  would  only 
get  one-fourth  on  lands,  so  that  suppose  a rate  of 
6d.  was  struck  to  cover  the  expenses  of  the  town, 
that  6d.  would  be  levied  on  buildings  alone,  and  only 
\i(l.  on  arable  land. 

27.  In  what  electoral  division  is  Callan  ? — In 
Callan. 

28.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  electoral  division  ? 
—8,700. 

29.  There  have  been  no  municipal  rates? — Not  for 
the  last  five  years. 

30.  Have  the  Commissioners  any  property  vested 
in  them? — Yes,  this  was  a corporate  town  and  tire 
property  we  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  people 
as  a remnant  of  the  former  property. 

31.  What  were  the  poor  rates  for  the  last  three  or 
four  years? — I can’t  exactly  say. 

32.  Of  the  poor  rates  struck  in  the  last  five  years, 
was  there  any  special  rate  for  sanitary  purposes  ? — No. 

33.  The  Guardians  are  tire  sanitary  authority  ? — 


34.  And  has  there  been  no  special  sanitary  rate  ? — 
Yes,  there  has  been  Id.  in  the  pound. 

35.  What  was  the  contributory  district  over  which 
this  rate  was  struck? — The  entire  electoral  division. 

36.  What  is  the  county  cess  ? — It  varies  from  2s.  id. 
to  2s.  2d.  and  2s.  5 d.  That  is  taking  the  two  half 
years  together. 

37.  Are  the  Town  Commissioners  aware  that  under 
the  7th  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act  of  last 
session,  they  can  apply  to  have  the  sanitary  duty  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Guardians  and  transferred  to 
them  ? — Yes. 

38.  Would  the  Commissioners  approve  of  the  change, 
or  do  they  consider  that  the  sanitary  work  is  suffi- 
ciently carried  out  in  the  hands  of  the  Guardians  ? — 
They  do,  and  I don’t  think  the  Commissioners  would 
desire  to  take  the  duty  into  their  own  hands. 

39.  Are  the  Commissioners  as  a body  satisfied 
with  the  sanitary  management  of  the  town? — As 
far  as  my  judgment  leads  me,  I think  they  are. 

40.  By  the  206th  section  of  the  same  Act,  you  can 
apply  to  get  separation  from  the  Grand  Jury  in  respect 
of  the  roads,  but  you  don’t  think  the  Commissioners 
would  desire  to  get  charge  of  the  roads? — I don’t 
think  they  would. 

41.  Did  none  of  them  ever  express  the  opinion 
that  the  town  would  be  better  managed  under  one 
undivided  authority? — I never  heard  them. 

42.  What  is  the  nearest  town  to  Callan  ? — Kil- 
kenny is  the  nearest. 

43.  And  how  far  is  that  away  ? — Eight  Irish  miles. 

44.  I may  take  it  Callan  is  the  market  town  for 
the  entire  electoral  division? — Yes. 

45.  And  all  the  farmers  who  have  got  land  in  the 
electoral  division  make  use  of  it  to  dispose  of  their 
produce  ? — V es,  they  generally  do. 

46.  And  it  is  of  some  advantage  to  them  to  have  the 
town  well  kept? — Yes. 


47.  Do  the  people  immediately  outside  the  town  Call**. 
make  more  use  of  it  than  people  who  are  more  remote  l dug.  21,  istb. 


48.  Do  they  pay  any  rate  towards  the  town  ? — No.  Rva„. 

49.  Havethe  Commissioners  everconsidered whether 

it  would  he  desirable  that  these  people,  seeing  the  ad- 
vantages they  derive  from  the  town,  should  pay  some- 
thing towards  its  rates? — I am  not  aware. 

50.  Do  the  people  living  outside  make  use  of  the 
schools  in  the  town  ? — Yes ; they  come  in  from  several 
parts  of  the  country  to  the  schools  in  town. 

51.  There  are  fairs  held  here? — Yes. 

52.  And  I may  take  it  that  the  town  being  well 
kept — well  lighted,  watched,  and  cleansed,  besides 
being  of  advantage  to  the  people  in  the  town  is  of  ad- 
vantage to  the  people  of  the  entire  division  ? — Very 
much  so. 

53.  We  sent  you  down  some  queries  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  opinion  of  your  board,  were  they 
submitted  to  a special  meeting  of  the  Commissioners'? 

— Yes. 

54.  Was  there  a resolution  passed  on  the  subject? 

— Yes ; and  they  decided  in  favour  of  extension. 

55.  Was  there  any  resolution  put  on  the  books? — 

No ; the  queries  were  simply  filled  up. 

56.  Were  the  Commissioner's  unanimous  in  deciding 
that  extension  was  required  ? — Yes ; they  were  at  that 
meeting,  which  was  held  on  the  2nd  December,  1878. 

57.  They  were  in  favour  of  extension,  but  no  re- 
solution was  passed  ? — No ; the  queries  were  filled  up 
and  returned.  Mr’.  Thomas  Shelly  was  Chairman  at 
that  meetiug. 

58.  Has  there  been  any  subsequent  resolution 
passed? — No;  there  has  been  nothing  more  about  it. 

59.  Are  they  still  in  favour  of  extension  ? — I can’t 
say. 

60.  But  the  result  of  the  meeting,  as  shown  on  the 
books,  is  that  they  were  in  favour  of  extension  ? — Yes. 

61.  Did  the  Commissioner’s,  when  they  suggested 
that  extension  was  desirable,  specify  any  extension 
which  they  thought  would  be  most  appropriate? — No, 
but  the  question  was  discussed.  When  this  town  was 
under  a corporate  body  it  comprised  about  two  miles 
from  the  centre  of  the  town ; that  was  the  liberties  of 
the  town. 

62.  And  wore  they  discussing  the  advisability  of 
including  the  liberties  of  Callan? — I don’t  exactly 
remember,  but  they  had  a general  discussion  about  it. 

There  was  a general  idea  that  extension  would  be 
desirable,  but  they  did  not  point  out  what  particular 
extension  would  be  required  until  you  arrived.  Tim- 
present  area  is  rather  limited. 

63.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  reason  they  desired 
extension  was  that  tire  people  outside  could  use  the 
town  in  every  way  as  much  as  those  living  in  it  ? — 
Exactly  so. 

64.  And  they  considered  that  the  land  outside  is 
more  valuable  by  reason  of  its  proximity  to  the  town  ? 

— Just  so. 

65.  You  have  hitherto  been  giving  the  opinion  of 
•your  Board,  what  is  your  own  opinion,  as  a ratepayer, 
on  this  question? — I would  not  like  to  give  my  private 
opinion,  hut  I think  if  anything  occurred  to  increase 
the  taxation  that  portion  of  the  country  outside  which 
derives  benefit  from  the  town  should  share  in  the 
increased  taxation. 

66.  There  are  no  rates  at  present,  hut  you  think 
that  if  necessity  arose  for  striking  a rate  there  should 
he  a larger  area  for  taxation? — Yes. 


Mr.  Michael  Maher  examined. 


£■  You  are  Clerk  of  the  Callan  Union?— Yes. 

, , Alld  hftve  been  for  sometime? — For  the  la 

twelve  years. 

— Ye8Y0U  acTiainted  the  electoral  divisioi 

70.  What  is  the  valuation  of  it?— About  £8,700. 
j 0 , ar  on  the  north  from  the  centre  of  tl 
does  the  electoral  division  extend?— It  extern 


very  nearly  two  miles  on  the  north ; on  the  south  it 
goes  exactly  two  miles;  on  the  west  scarcely  two 
miles  ■ and  on  the  east  not  so  far.  On  the  average  it 
is  under  two  miles  all  round  from  the  centre  of  the 
town  to  the  limits  of  the  electoral  division. 

72.  Are  you  a resident  in  the  town  1 — I am. 

73.  Do  you  take  any  intertest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
town? — Very  little,  I am  sorry  to  say. 

3 G 


Mr.  Michael 
Maher. 
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Mr.  Patrick 
Coady. 


Mr.  Patrick  Coady  examined. 


74.  You  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

75.  And  have  been  so  for  sometime? — Yes. 

76.  You  have  resided  here  fora  long  time? — All 
my  life. 

77.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  statistics  and 
circumstances  of  the  town  ? — Y es ; so  far  as  my  memory 

78.  Can  you  tell  me  the  nature  of  the  property  in 
the  hands  of  the  Commissioners? — Poor  small  little 
houses. 

79.  Are  there  any  tolls  or  dues? — Not  exactly  tolls, 
but  when  we  established  the  monthly  fair  we  made  a 
small  charge  for  cattle  coming  into  the  fair. 

80.  You  derive  property  to  such  an  extent  that 
there  has  been  no  necessity  for  levying  rates  for  the 
last  five  or  six  y cal's  ? — No.  We  got  our  town  almost 
all  sewered  by  the  Clifton  family  before  the  Commis- 
sioners took  up  the  management.  The  Clifton  family 
take  great  interest  in  the  town. 

81.  Do  you  see  any  likelihood  of  any  necessity  for 
levying  a rate  for  some  time  to  come  ? — No. 

82.  Your  income  will  he  sufficient  for  many  years 
to  come? — Yes,  with  economy;  but  if  there  was  ex- 
tension it  would  alter  the  thing  very  much. 

83.  The  town  is  lighted  with  oil  ? — Yes. 

84.  You  light  only  in  the  winter  months  ? — Yes ; 
from  1st  October  to  the  1st  April. 

85.  Were  you  present  when  the  question  of  exten- 
sion was  discussed? — Yes. 

86.  You  were  in  favour  of  it? — Yes.  My  own 
opinion  is  that  if  the  town  was  extended  we  might 
get  the  control  of  the  roads  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Grand  Jury;  because  they  are  grossly  neglected  by 
the  Grand  Jury. 

87.  You  think  you  don’t  get  value  commensurate 
with  the  money  you  pay  ? — I am  of  opinion  the  roads 
are  eaten  away. 

88.  You  are  aware  you  could  not  become  the  road 
authority  unless  you  were  the  sanitary  authority  first? 
— I was  not  aware  of  that. 

89.  Do  you  think  the  management  would  be  better 
under  one  undivided  authority? — I am  quite  certain 
it  would  be. 

90.  You  think  the  management  of  the  roads,  light- 
ing, and  cleansing,  would  be  better  in  your  own  hands  1 
— 1 think  so. 

91.  Do  you  speak  the  feeling  of  the  Commissioners 
in  that  matter  1 — I don’t  know  that.  If  there  was 
any  idea  of  taxing  the  people  outside  they  would  oppose 
extension. 

92.  The  people  outside  would  be  glad  to  receive  any 
benefit  so  long  as  they  had  not  to  pay  for  it  1 — Yes  ; 
they  have  all  the  benefits ; and  I have  even  seen  them 
come  in  here  for  water. 

93.  Taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the 
Select  Committee  have  recommended  that  as  far  as 
possible  town  boundaries  should  be  made  coterminous 


with  the  electoral  division— do  you  think  it  would  k 
a hardship  to  ask  the  people  in  the  entire  elector,! 
division  to  pay  one-fourth  of  the  town  rates  ?—!  think 
it  would  be  an  advantage  to  them,  and  no  hardshm 
at  all.  P 

94.  You  think  they  derive  such  advantages  froin 
having  tins  place  as  a market  town  that  the  advan 
tages  would  lie  increased  by  having  the  town  better 
kept?— No  doubt  about  it ; and  I have  no  doubt  if 
they  could  foresee  the  result  they  would  vote  for  this 
themselves. 

95.  You  think  the  entire  electoral  division  being  a 
well-defined  boundary  might  be  adopted  ?— Yes.  ° 

96.  It  would  give  you  an  increased  valuation  of 
about  £7,000  ou  which  you  could  strike  one-fourth 
of  the  rates  ? — It  would  be  quite  sufficient.  'We  have 
not  struck  a rate  for  the  last  five  years,  and  the  reason 
is  we  did  not  want  it.  The  town  is  pretty  well  kept. 

97.  Is  there  land  within  the  municipal  limits  avail- 
able for  building  purposes  ? — A good  deal.  We  have 
another  property  in  the  fair  green  which  is  surrounded 
by  a high  wall.  It  contains  twelve  or  thirteen 
English  acres,  and  it  is  one  of  the  best  pieces  of  land 
in  Ireland.  We  make  a revenue  from  it  by  grazing 
cattle  on  it  after  the  fairs.  The  grazing  yields  £20 
a year,  and  the  tolls  come  to  £70  for  the  year. 

98.  I understand  yon  to  think  the  area  altogether 
too  limited? — Yes. 

99.  And  if  the  people  were  of  an  enterprising  turn 
of  mind  there  is  not  much  land  available  in  the  town 
to  build  upon? — As  the  boundary  stands  at  present 
they  are  cramped  in  their  action,  and  their  ideas  will 
not  extend  because  they  have  no  place  to  build.  It 
is  objectionable  in  other  points.  It  is  objectionable 
as  regards  the  police  law,  for  the  moment  a man  passes 
the  boundary  lie  is  out  of  the  power  of  the  town 
authority,  in  fact  a man  may  go  out  about  200  yards 
and  the  town  authority  is  powerless. 

100.  Is  this  a good  business  town? — It  is  one  of 
the  best  in  the  south  of  Ireland. 

101.  Do  the  business  people  in  the  town  occupy 
residences  outside  the  town? — No;  they  generally  live 
in  the  town. 

102.  There  is  no  tendency  to  build  outside  the 
municipal  boundary  in  order  to  avoid  the  town  rates? 
—No. 


103.  If  you  adopted  the  electoral  division  boundary 
you  would  be  prepared  to  take  the  roads  into  your 
charge — of  course  levying  the  rate  which  the  county 
now  levy  for  that  purpose? — Yes,  I would  like  to 
have  control  of  the  roads,  and  as  a matter  of  absolute 
necessity.  There  has  been  a good  deal  done  in  the 
way  of  providing  pumps,  and  that  is  the  reason  why 
we  were  not  so  anxious  to  become  the  sanitary 
authority ; the  union  has  acted  rather  generously  with 
us,  and  made  the  cost  of  the  pumps  union  charges. 


Mr.  Michael 
Maher 


Mr.  Maher  recalled. 


104.  What  is  the  contributory  district  over  which 
the  sanitary  rate  is  struck  ? — The  union  at  large. 

105.  For  works  in  the  town? — Eor  such  matters  as 
sewers  in  the  town,  the  dispensary  district  is  the  area 
of  taxation,  but,  for  water,  the  union  at  large  was 
made  the  contributory  district. 

106.  How  many  electoral  divisions  are  comprised 
in  the  Callaii  dispensary  district  ? — Six. 

107.  And  they  levied  the  special  sanitary  rate  over 
the  whole  of  these  divisions  ?— Yes ; but  for  the  water 
supply — it  surprised  everyone  at  the  time — the  Local 
Government  Board,  at  the  request  of  the  majority  of 
the  Guardians,  made  the  union  at  large  chargeable. 
The  Guardians  evidently  were  of  opinion  that  the 


people  of  the  entire  union  derived  advantage  from 
town  improvements.  . - 

108.  Mr.  Coady.— No  doubt  of  it.  The  business  et 
this  town  extends  to  the  union  at  large.  The  peop  e 
come  from  all  parts  to  this  market.  _ 

109.  Are  there  any  improvements  in  the  town 
the  Commissioners  would  carry  out  if  they  had  * ‘“a 
income  ? — I think  one  of  the  first  things  require  , m 
than  anything  else  in  the  world,  is  labourers  c0*™8. 
The  people  are  living  here  in  lanes  in  a state  o 
most  absolute  wretchedness.  You  could  not  p 
dog'  by  putting  him  into  the  places  these  pe  P 
occupy. 
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Mr.  John  Shelly  examined. 


110.  Are  you  a Commissioner  ? — I am,  and  I wish 
to  point  out  that  within  a circumference  of  three  or 
four  miles  there  is  not  a school  for  anyone.  The  people 
from  three  or  four  miles  come  in  here  to  attend 
school. 

111.  You  think  the  town  being  kept  in  good  con- 
dition is  an  advantage  to  the  people  out  there  ? — Yes. 

112.  Are  you  in  favour  of  extension? — I am  not 
well  posted  up  on  it,  but  from  what  I have  heard  I 
think  it  would  be  advisable. 

1 13.  In  case  you  had  to  strike  a rate  1 — Yes. 

114.  And  of  course  any  people  brought  in  now 


would  have  all  the  advantage  and  have  nothing  to 
pay  ? — Yes.  There  is  no  protection  against  fire. 

115.  You  have  no  fire  brigade? — No. 

116.  Do  you  think  if  you  had  a larger  area  you 
would  take  any  steps  to  procure  a fire  brigade? — Yes. 

117.  Are  there  any  other  improvements  required  in 
the  town? — Yes ; we  have  no  market-place.  The 
markets  are  held  on  the  streets. 

118.  But  you  have  a fair  green? — Yes. 

119.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
missioners when  this  subject  was  considered? — I was 
not. 

120.  Do  you  coincide  in  Mr.  Coady’s  views  ? — I do. 


Call  an. 
Aug.  21, 1879. 

Mr.  John 
Shelly. 


Mr.  James  Maher  examined.  Mr.  James 

121.  You  are  a Commissioner? — Yes.  128.  And  do  you  think  if  they  were  asked  to  pay 

122.  You  have  heard  Mr.  Coady’s  views  on  behalf  one-fourth  of  the  rates  struck  in  the  town,  if  rates  were 

of  the  Board  and  his  own  individual  opinion  ; do  yon  hereafter  necessary,  they  would  not  be  hardly  treated  ? 
coincide  with  them  ? — I do.  — I think  not. 

123.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  when  this  129.  Mr.  Coady. — My  evidence  on  the  subject  must 

subject  was  discussed? — Yes.  be  very  disinterested,  for  any  property  I have  is  ont- 

124.  And  you  approved  of  the  decision  arrived  at?  side  the  boundary. 

—Yes.  130.  So  that  if  this  extension  was  made,  as  yon 

125.  You  are  engaged  in  trade  ? — Yes.  yourself  suggest,  and  rates  were  struck,  you  would  be 

126.  Are  you  engaged  in  any  farming  ? — No.  rated  outside  the  boundary  for  municipal  purposes  ? — 

127.  Do  you  consider  that  the  people  in  the  entire  Yes ; considerably. 

electoral  division  derive  exceptional  advantages  from  131.  So  that  your  proposal  is  to  tax  yourself  ? — Yes. 
their  proximity  to  so  good  a market  town  ? — Yes.  The  inquiry  then  closed. 


CASTLEBAR— 6th  SEPTEMBER,  1879. 

Sept.  8,1879.  - 

(Before  H.  A.  Robinson,  Esq.)  — 

Mr.  Joseph  Sheridan  (Town  Clerk)  examined.  Mr.  Joseph 

1.  Do  you  hold  any  other  office  under  the  municipal  larger  boundary,  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  sent  back 

authorities  ? — No.  I am  secretary  to  the  Gas  Company,  the  application  with  a map  marking  a limited  boundary, 
but  it  is  a private  company.  and  as  the  Commissioners  only  wanted  it  for  lighting 

2.  How  long  have  yon  been  Town  Clerk  ? — For  purposes  they  accepted  it,  although  them  own  selection 

fourteen  years.  was  more  in  the  nature  of  what  they  now  seek. 

3.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  town  ? — I am.  17.  Was  any  reason  assigned  for  the  curtailment  ? 

4.  Is  the  town  constituted  under  the  Towns  Im-  — No. 

proveroent  Act  ? — Yes.  18.  They  simply  defined  a certain  boundary? — Yes. 

5.  When  was  it  placed  under  that  Act  ? — In  1863  19.  That  boundary  exists  now  ? — Yes. 

or  1864.  20.  Does  tlie  town  include  whole  townlands  or 

6.  Was  the  town  previously  under  any  other  Act  ? portions  only  ? — Portions  of  townlands  principally. 

— No.  21.  And  whole  townlands  also? — Yes. 

7.  Did  you  adopt  the  Act  for  all  purposes  ? — Notin  22.  Can  you  give  me  the  names  of  townlands  wholly 

the  first  instance.  The  object  in  adopting  the  Act  and  in  part  included  ? — Yes ; we  have  the  whole  of 
at  first  was  to  enable  us  to  light  the  town,  and  to  levy  Ourragh,  Garryduff,  Gorteendrunagli,  Rathbawn,  and 
a rate  sufficient  to  pay  for  that.  It  had  to  be  incor-  Suleen,  and  part  of  Carrowncurry,  Knockcroghery, 
porated  subsequently,  and  regulating  powers  were  Knoekaphunta,  and  Knockthomas. 

sought  in  order  to  give  us  fines,  and  then  the  Grand  23.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  town  situated  ? 

J ury  refused  to  cleanse  the  streets,  and  we  were  driven  — The  electoral  division  of  Castlebar. 

to  take  the  benefit  of  the  cleansing  powers  of  the  Act.  24.  Entirely  in  that  electoral  division  ? — Yos. 

8.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town  ? — 3,508.  25.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  that  the  Select 

9.  Was  that  an  increase  or  decrease  compared  with  Committee  have  enjoined  ns,  as  far  as  possible,  to  make 

the  census  of  1861  ? — It  was  a decrease,  but  I would  the  boundaries  of  the  townships  coterminous  with  the 
rather  say  it  is  stationary  now.  poor  law  division  ? — Yes,  I think  they  are  aware  of  it. 

10.  And  the  Census  of  1881  will  not  show  any  26.  But  in  the  case  of  Castlebar  that  would  be  im- 
material increase  ? — I don’t  think  it  will.  possible  ? — Yes,  because  it  runs  too  far  in  one  direction, 

11.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town  ? — 910a.  2r.  31p.  while  it  is  near  enough  in  another. 

12.  What  is  the  valuation? — Buildings,  £2,732  3s. ; 27.  There  is  such  want  of  uniformity  in  the  electoral 

and  lands,  £1,387 ; total  valuation,  £4,119.  division  that  it  would  be  out  of  the  question  to  adopt 

13.  Is  there  much  land  available  within  the  town  it  as  the  township  boundary  ? — Yes. 

for  building  purposes  1— Not  within  the  town— in  the  28.  What  are  the  rates  struck  in  the  town  7—' The 
town  proper  there  is  not  much  available.  last  rate  was  Is.,  and  3d.  on  land. 

How  far  does  the  town  extend  on  the  north  29.  You  struck  the  full  rate  in  1878? — Yes.  In 
from  the  centre  of  the  town?— I would  say  half  an  1877,  lOd. ; in  1876,  Is. ; 1875,  lOd. ; 1874.  Is. 

English  mile,  and  on  the  south  half  a mile.  30.  What  have  been  the  poor  rates  in  the  same 

15.  In  all  directions,  I am  informed,  it  extends  half  yeare? — In  1878  it  was  2s.  Id.  J in  1877,  Is.  lOd.  j in 

a mile,  except  where  they  adopted  the  townland  1876,  Is.  8d.j  in  1875,  Is.  8d. j and  in  1874,  Is.  lid. 
boundary? — Yes.  31.  Does  that  include  the  rate  made  for  special 

16.  What  prompted  the  Commissioners  in  first  sanitary  purposes ? — It  does.  We  struck  Id.  on  the 
selecting  the  present  boundary  ?— They  applied  for  a entire  union  for  sanitary  purposes,  &c-,^m<l  it  is  at 
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Mi.  Joseph 
Sheridan. 


present  about  another  penny,  which  is  principally  for 
waterworks  in  the  town. 

32.  What  is  the  contributory  district? — The  electoral 
division.  In  fact,  all  sanitary  works  in  the  division 
are  assessed  on  the  entire  electoral  division. 

33.  What  was  the  county  cess  in  1878? — Is.  8£d. 
In  1877,  Is.  9 \d.  ; 1876,  Is.  KW. ; 1875,  Is.  ll^cZ.; 
1S74,  2s.  2 Jrf. 

34.  Are  there  fairs  held  in  the  town  ? — There  are. 

35.  And  markets? — Yes. 

36.  I suppose  it  is  the  market  for  the  people  of  the 
entire  electoral  division? — Yes,  and  more.  They 
come  from  Galway,  for  this  is  one  of  the  best  pig 
markets  in  the  country. 

37.  The  people  living  within  a mile  of  the  town 
will  derive  benefit  by  having  the  town  lighted  when 
they  come  in  to  the  market? — Yes. 

38.  I may  take  it  that  the  lands  within  a mile 
ai-e  more  valuable  than  those  farther  away  from  the 
town  ? — Yes. 

39.  And  people  living  within  that  distance  make 
considerable  use  of  the  streets  ? — Oh,  yes. 

40.  And  they  come  in  every  market  day? — Yes,  and 
all  through  the  week. 

41.  And  they  send  their  children  to  school  in  the 
town  ? — Yes,  within  a mile  they  do. 

42.  The  land  is  let  at  a higher  value  on  account  of 
its  proximity  to  the  town  ? — It  is,  I believe. 

43.  Is  the  town  well  lighted  ? — I am  secretary  to 
the  Gas  Company,  and  I consider  it  is  well  lighted. 

44.  It  is  lighted  with  gas  ? — Yes. 

45.  With  reference  to  sanitary  matters  the  Com- 
missioners are  aware,  I suppose,  that  by  the  7th  section 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  of  last  year  they  can  get  the 
sanitary  matters  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Guar- 
dians and  placed  in  their  own. 

46.  Have  they  ever  discussed  that  matter? — No ; 
but  I think,  having  regard  to  the  present  state  of 
their  means,  they  would  prefer  leaving  it  to  the 
Guardians. 

47.  They  are  influenced  by  the  fact  that  half  is  paid 
by  the  landlord  at  present  ? — That  has  a good  deal  to 
do  with  it. 

48.  Have  they  ever  considered  the  question  of  get- 
ting the  care  of  the  roads? — When  Westport  and 
Ballina  sought  it,  the  matter  was  discussed  here,  and 
it  was  considered  there  would  be  legislation  on  the 
subject. 

49.  Do  you  think  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board, 
or  of  any  section  of  it,  that  the  management  of  the 
town  should  be  under  one  undivided  authority? — I 
thiuk  it  is  the  opinion  of  individuals,  but  they  never 
expressed  it ; but  they  are  less  complaining  than  other 
Boards.  I think  if  you  had  their  individual  opinion 
they  would  say  it  ought  to  be. 

50.  The  Commissioners  are  in  favour  of  extension 
of  the  boundary  ? — Yes ; they  came  to  that  conclusion. 

51.  Have  they  passed  any  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject ? — Yes. 

“ Resolved — That  this  Board  is  of  opinion,  that  the  pre- 
sent boundary  as  defined  on  the  map  should  be  extended  by 
half  a mile,  and  that  the  clerk  do  attend  before  the  Com- 
missioners and  give  effect  to  this  resolution.” 

52.  Was  that  adopted  at  an  ordinary  or  a general 
meeting? — At  an  adjournment  of  an  ordinary  meet- 
ing; but  the  adjournment  was  made  anticipating  your 
arrival. 

53.  On  what  grounds  did  they  wish  the  extension  ? 
—To  increase  their  income.  The  rates  at  present 
press  on  the  buildings  in  the  town. 

54.  Are  there  any  improvements  in  the  town  which 
you  would  carry  out  if  you  had  a larger  income  from 
this  extended  area? — I don’t  think  there  are ; but  I 


thiuk  the  application  for  the  present  extended  a™ 
was  not  to  enable  them  to  do  anything.  Their  obi  t 
was  to  relieve  the  town  rates.  ■*ec‘i 

55.  Did  fc  Commissioner  specify  any  extension  j 
— They  did ; an  extension  of  half  a mile  from  the 
present  boundary,  or  about  a mile  from  the  centre  of 
the  town. 

56.  Can  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  what  would  be 
the  additional  value  of  that  extension  l—1 The  present 
valuation  at  3d.  on  land  (the  rate  being  Is.)  gives  us 
£12  17s.  Dd.  My  opinion  is  we  would  only  derive 
the  same  amount  from  the  extension  of  the  town. 

57.  All  the  land  to  be  brought  in  by  this  extension 
would  be  only  liable  to  one-fourth  ? — Yes ; the  exten- 
sion might,  taking  in  two  gentlemen’s  residences. 

5S.  Are  there  any  villa  residences  outside  the  pre- 
sent boundary  ? — No. 

59.  Do  the  people  having  business  in  the  town  live 
in  the  town  and  at  their  places  of  business?— They 
do  ; but  they  hope  yet  they  will  be  able  to  live  in  their 
villas. 

60.  I take  it  that  the  reason  the  Commissioner 
seek  extension  is,  that  they  consider  it  would  not  be  a 
hardship  for  the  people  outside  within  the  extension 
to  be  asked  to  pay  one-fourth  of  the  town  rate,  con- 
sidering the  advantages  they  derive  from  their 
proximity  to  the  town? — Yes;  it  would  not  be  a 
hardship.  The  most  of  it  will  come  upon  Lord  Lucan, 
Mr.  Falkiner,  Mr.  Irwin,  and  a few  others. 

Gl.  Would  you  say  the  town  is  growing? — I think 
it  is  an  improving  town.  I have  watched  it  for  a few 
years. 


62.  Do  you  notice  much  difference  in  the  town  since 
the  Commissioners  became  the  authority? — Yes;  we 
have  two  banks  and  a gas  works  that  we  had  not  then. 

63.  Is  there  auy  tendency  to  build  outside  the  pre- 
sent limits  ? — No. 

64.  And  the  people  living  outside  the  town  do  not 
do  so  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  taxation  ?— No ; 
simply  for  convenience. 

65.  Are  there  building  operations  going  on  within 
the  present  area  ? — There  are. 

66.  In  which  direction? — They  built  a new  Roman 
Catholic  chapel  in  a northei'ly  direction. 

67.  Are  there  any  houses  being  built? — Yes;  one 
house  in  the  same  direction. 

68.  And  there  is  not  much  land  within  the  boundary 
available  for  building  ? — Oh,  yes,  a good  deal,  if  Lord 
Lucan  chooses  to  give  it  for  the  purpose. 

69.  Then  there  is  sufficient  within  the  township?— 
Yes  ; if  we  could  get  rid  of  private  interest. 

70.  Do  you  consider  that  the  town  being  well  kept 
as  to  light  and  sewerage  is  an  advantage  to  the  people 
within  a mile  ? — It  is  ; and  it  is  of  importance  to  any- 
one coming  into  it  to  have  it  well  kept. 

71.  And  these  people  come  in  regularly  ? — They  do. 

72.  Do  they  stay  in  it  after  five  o’clock  on  winter 
nights  ? — They  do  up  to  seven  and  eight  o’clock. 

73.  And  they  contribute  to  the  wear  and  tear  of  tie 
roads? — They  do. 

74.  And  you  think  any  increased  income  spent  m 
the  town  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  people  you 
propose  to  take  in  as  well  as  to  those  in  the  town  ?— 
I think  so.  The  increased  boundary  will  not  after  all 
take  in  so  many  smaller  people ; but  it  will  take  in 
lands  of  those  like  Lord  Lucan  and  others. 

75.  Do  you  think  the  Commissioners  would  have 

any  objection  in  the  event  of  this  boundary  being 
carried  out  to  follow  some  well-defined  boundary 
They  would  prefer  uniformity,  even  at  the  expense  o 
symmetry  in  the  boundary.  . . 

76.  The  suggestion  as  to  the  electoral  division 
boundary  is  out  of  the  question  ? — Yes. 
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Mr.  James  Falkiner  examined. 


Castx-ebas. 


77.  You  are  Chairman  of  the  Commissioners  ? — 
Yes. 

78.  For  how  long  have  you  been  Chairman  1— For 

about  four  years.  . . 

79.  You  have  been  a Commissioner  for  some  time  ! 
—Yes ; since  the  formation  of  the  township. 

80.  Were  you  one  of  the  Committee  who  selected 
the  boundary  forwarded  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  1—1 
vas  one  of  the  Committee. 

81.  And  were  you  one  of  those  who  selected  the 
boundary? — No. 

82.  Can  you  give  me  the  reasons  why  it  was  selected  f 
—No.  We  only  asked  for  lighting  powers,  and  it 
occurred  to  us  that  was  the  reason  why  they  gave  us 
so  small  a boundary. 

83.  The  boundary  you  now  suggest  was  forwarded 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  curtailed  by  him  ? — 


84.  You  applied  afterwards  for  power  to  cleanse  the 
town  ? -Yes,  when  the  Grand  Jury  refused. 

8-3.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  likelihood  of  your  en- 
deavouring to  get  the  town  under  one  undivided 
authority  ?— I cannot  say. 

86.  Would  it  be  desirable  ? — I think  so.  I think  it 
is  absurd  to  have  three  bodies  in  this  town  administer- 
ing these  small  matters. 

87.  Do  you  think  the  work  done  by  the  Grand 
Jury  is  commensurate  with  the  money  you  pay  in  the 
town  ? — I think  if  we  had  control  of  the  whole  cess, 
we  would  effect  a considerable  saving. 

88.  Were  you  present  when  the  question  was  dis- 
cussed at  the  board  ? — Yes. 

89.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  extension  of  half  a 
mile? — Yes. 

90.  And  you  think  tlie  people  within  that  radius 
derive  advantage  from  the  town? — Yes. 

91.  You  are  not  asking  to  take  in  these  lands  on 
account  of  villas  springing  up  there,  but  because  the 
jieople  have  advantages  and  should  pay  their  quota? 
— The  great  reason  is  that  our  taxation  is  so  high, 
and  we  want  additional  area  of  taxation  to  lessen  it. 

92.  You  think  it  will  diminish  taxation  1 — I think 
it  will. 

93.  You  would  not  be  in  favour  of  any  further  ex- 
tension ? — W e might.  The  matter  was  discussed  several 
times,  and  yesterday  it  was  discussed  at  a special  meet- 
ing and  every  one  seemed  in  favour  of  extension.  Mr. 
Larminie,  who  represents  Lord  Lucan,  did  not  agree 
with  us,  and  he  was  absent  yesterday. 

94.  Do  you  think  building  operations  are  likely  to 
go  on  outside  the  present  boundary? — I don’t  at 
present  see  any  sign  of  it. 

95.  Do  you  think  there  is  sufficient  land  avail- 
able for  building  within  the  town  ? — There  is  a good 
deal. 

96.  Are  there  any  improvements  which  you  would 


carry  out  if  you  had  additional  income  ? — There  arc 
a good  many  required  if  we  had  powers  and  means. 

97.  Have  you  a fair-green  ? — Yes. 

98.  And  how  many  fairs  are  held  there? — There  are 
twenty-four  fairs  held  in  the  town  annually.  There  is 
a good  fair-green  but  we  require  increased  market 
accommodation.  We  have  no  market-house,  and  that 
is  one  thing  that  is  necessary.  We  have  a market- 
place but  it  could  be  improved  vastly. 

99.  .Have  the  Commissioners  any  income  from  tolls 
or  customs? — No.  Lord  Lucan  as  proprietor  of  the 
town  gets  them.  He  has  them  let  to  me,  and  the  Com- 
missioners have  no  control  over  them  at  all. 

100.  You  would  be  able  to  improve  the  fair-green? 
— There  is  nothing  required  in  the  fair-green,. but  a 
market-house  is  wanted. 

101.  Would  the  better  market  accommodation  be  a 
convenience  to  the  people  who  you  propose  to  take 
in,  as  well  as  to  the  people  within  the  town? — It 
would. 

102.  And  these  improvements  which  you  antici- 
pate from  increased  funds,  would  be  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  people  you  propose  to  bring  in  ? — Our  town 
will  be  better  lighted ; at  present  it  is  not  lighted 
altogether  to  our  satisfaction,  and  it  is  principally  from 
want  of  means  we  have  not  better  light. 

103.  How  many  lamps  are  there? — Fifty  nearly, 
and  on  the  principal  road  leading  to  the  railway  we 
want  two  additional  lamps,  and  on  the  road  lead- 
ing to  the  asylum  we  want  another  ; it  would  be 
very  desirable,  but  owing  to  the  dead  lock  they  have 
come  to  we  were  obliged  to  postpone  it.  Of  course  the 
better  the  town  is  lighted  the  more  advantage  for 
the  people  outside. 

104.  Is  that  your  view  or  the  view  of  your  Board? 
— That  is  my  own  view  and  it  was  the  view  of  the 
meeting  yesterday  without  a single  dissent,  and  not 
only  that,  but  some  of  the  large  inhabitants — they  are 
all  unaimous — wish  to  extend  the  area  to  make  the 
town  in  a better  position. 

105.  It  is  the  view  of  the  ratepayers  ? — It  is. 

105.  Have  you  heard  any  of  the  views  of  those 

outside  ? — No,  they  arc  generally  absentees;  hut  the 
bulk  of  tlie  land  will  be  land  held  by  Lord  Lucan. 

10G.  Are  your  fairs  late  fairs?— Yes;  in  winter 
particularly,  and  the  markets  are  held  late. 

107.  And  the  people  attending  them  would  derive 
advantage  from  the  lighting  of  the  town  ? — Very 


Sept.  6.  1879. 

Mr.  James 
Falkiner. 


much. 

108.  Do  you  know  the  boundary  of  the  electoral 
division  1 — I have  an  idea  of  it  from  tlie  map. 

109.  Do  you  agree  with  Mr.  Sheridan  in  saying- 
that  the  recommendation  of  the  Select  Committee  as- 
to  the  electoral  division  could  not  be  carried  out? — It 
would  not  do  at  all.  I quite  agree  with  Mr.  Sheridan.. 


Mr.  James  Daly  examined. 


Mr.  James 


110.  I am  a member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
and  a Town  Commissioner. 

111.  Have  you  been  a Commissioner  for  some  time  ? 
— For  about  four  years. 

112.  You  live  in  the  town? — Yes. 

113.  And  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances  of  it  ? — Pretty  fairly. 

114.  And  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  to 
the  townspeople  and  to  those  outside  it,  to  have 
additional  income? — Great  advantage. 

115.  Additional  income  is  required  ? — Yes;  there  is 
a great  deal  to  be' done  if  we  had  means. 

116.  And  in  order  to  obtain  means  you  think  the 
people  outside  should  contribute  ? — Yes,  they  come  to 

uy  and  sell  here  ; they  come  to  Chapel  in  the  town, 
811 11  v18  mo8^  esaetltial  that  they  should  have  the  town 
well  kept.  These  people  contribute  very  largely  to  the 
state  in  which  the  town  is  left  on  Sunday  mornings. 


117.  What  is  the  income  and  expenditure  of  the 
town? — About  £150  a year.  We  pay £77  for  light- 
ing, £40  for  scavenging,  and  £15  for  supervising  the 
streets. 

118.  Have  you  incurred  any  debt  1 — No,  we  don’t 
owe  a penny. 

119.  Do  you  approve  of  the  half-mile  radius  from 
the  present  limits? — Yes,  and  I would  even  prefer 
where  tlie  greater  portion  of  a townland  was  within 
the  radius  to  take  in  the  whole  of  it. 

120.  You  would  endeavour  to  make  it  uniform  as 
far  as  possible ! — Yes. 

121.  You  consider  the  land  within  a certain  circle 
is  more  valuable? — Yes,  the  greater  portion  of  it  is  in 
tlie  hands  of  the  lord  of  the  soil,  still  it  is  more 
valuable. 

1 22.  What  class  of  land  is  it  ? — Good  grazing  land. 

123.  Would  the  extension  of  the  area  to  the  pro- 
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Castlebar,  posed  limit  bring  np  tlic  population  to  6,000 ? — I thinlc 
Sept.  6. 1879.  if  the  town  is  improved  it  -would  bring  it  over  it — 
Mr  James  there  are  as  many  as  three  or  four  families  living  in 

Daly.  oue  house — there  is  a great  want  felt  of  more  house 

property  in  the  town. 

124.  Mr.  Sheridan. — The  extension  would  hardly 
bring  the  population  over  0,000. 

125.  Mr.  Daly. — There  are  several  improvements 


that  could  be  made,  for  instance,  in  the  sanit, 
arrangements.  sanitary 

_YcS  IS  tll0,'°  lUrticulty  in  °'ettiuS  building  leases? 

127.  Is  it  such  that  the  people  are  bnildinsr 
the  town  1 -The  laud  mil™  n.  mile  or  tire  t 

SSl  “getl  ’ ““  1’“1'le  w°"“  b»“  it  4 


Mr.  Sheridan. 


Mr.  Sheridan  recalled. 


128.  What  are  the  receipts  and  expenditure  ? — They 
are  nearly  equal.  In  round  numbers,  the  income  and 
expenditure  are  £200  a year. 

129.  Do  you  owe  anything? — We  owe  nothing, 
because  we  paid  off  our  liabilities  yesterday. 


.130.  The  people  outside  would  be  liable  to  nothin,, 
except  the  rates  ? — Yes.  m° 

131.  There  are  no  debts  ? — No. 


Mr.  Daly. 


Mi-.  Daly  recalled. 


132.  1 coincide  with  Mr.  Falkiner  and  Mr.  Sheridan. 
I think  the  management  should  be  in  one  body.  There 
are  several  matters  that  come  before  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  and  they  say  it  is  not  their  duty  but  the 
duty  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  and  the  Town  Com- 
missioners send  it  back  to  them,  and  they  say  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Grand  Jury. 

133.  It  has  never  been  mooted  to  apply  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  a provisional  order  ? — 
There  was  some  time  ago,  but  we  thought  it  would  bo 
brought  before  the  Parliament,  and  they  deferred  the 
matter  until  they  saw  the  result  of  it  and  the  Com- 
mission which  preceded  it  The  markets  are  held  on 
the  streets,  and  there  is  great  necessity  for  a market 
place.  Produce  of  every  kind  is  sold  in  the  main 
streets,  and  it  tends  to  the  disfigurement  of  the  place. 
The  pig  market  is  held  in  the  public  streets,  and  after 
a market  they  are  nearly  uninhabitable  in  some  parts 
of  the  town.  If  the  Commissioners  had  means  they 


would  prevent  it,  and  as  a member  of  the  Board  I 
would  do  whatever  is  requisite  in  the  matter.  If  tie 
lord  of  the  soil  would  give  a littte  more  facilities 
they  would  improve  the  town  materially. 

134.  Do  you  consider  one-fourth  is  sufficient  for  the 
people  outside  to  pay  ? — Yes. 

135.  It  was  said  some  places  one-half  should  lie 
paid? — I think  they  should  pay  one-fourth,  and  that 
is  one  of  the  reasons  why  I would  be  for  extending  the 
boundary  further  into  the  country.  I would  be  in 
favour  of  extending  it  a mile  from  the  suburbs  of  the 
town,  and  if  I had  been  at  the  meeting  yesterday,  I 
would  have  proposed  a larger  extension. 

136.  And  you  are  of  opinion  that  if  there  was  an 
extension  of  one  mile  from  the  present  boundary  it 
would  not  entail  any  hardship  ? — Not  from  the  suburbs 
of  the  town.  I mean  a mile  from  the  buildings,  and 
that  would  be  about  the  same  as  that  proposed  now. 


Mr.  Alfred  H. 
Sheridan. 


Mr.  Alfred  H.  Sheridan  examined. 


137.  I am  a Town  Commissioner.  I was  present 
when  this  subject  was  discussed.  I have  heard  Mr. 
Falkiner  and  Mr.  Daly’s  evidence,  and  I agree  with 
what  they  said. 

138.  Do  you  approve  of  the  extension  for  a mile? 
— Yes.  I was  a sort  of  sub-committee  that  adopted 
that  boundary,  and  it  was  afterwards  adopted  by  the 
Board. 

139.  You  do  not  adhere  to  this  hard-and-fast  boun- 
dary, but  you  would  be  prepared  to  adopt  any  well 
defined  boundary  ? — Most  decidedly.  It  would  prevent 
confusion  to  have  an  entire  townland  in  or  out. 

140.  And  there  are  improvements  required  for  the 
town? — Very  many. 

141.  And  these  would  be  of  advantage  to  those 
outside  ? — As  much  as  to  those  inside. 

142.  Do  the  people  make  use  of  the  town  to  a 

considerable  extent  within  a circle  of  half  a mile  ? 

All  of  them.  It  is  the  principal  market  town.  There 
is  no  other  within  seven  miles  on  any  side.  I might 
say  ten  English  miles. 

143.  I suppose  all  the  people  living  here  make 

Castlebar  their  market?— Yes,  they  bring  in  corn 
potatoes,  milk,  vegetables,  &c.  . ’ 

144.  Do  the  children  attend  school  in  town?— 
Almost  in  every  case. 

145.  The  markets  are  of  great  advantage  ?— No 
doubt. 

146.  In  fact  any  improvements  carried  out  in  the 
town  by  this  increased  income  would  be  felt  by  the 
people  outside  ? — Yes,  except  that  they  would  not 
share  in  the  advantage  of  a water  supply,  so  much  as 
those  living  in  the  town,  but  in  other  respects  they 
•would.  The  want  of  market  accommodation  necessi- 
tates the  holding  of  markets  in  the  streets,  and  the 


consequence  is  that  they  cause  a great  deal  of  mud 
and  filth  on  the  streets  evei-y  day  of  the  week.  If  the 
mud  is  not  removed  on  Saturday  night  it  lies  there  on 
Sunday,  and  the  country  people  who  come  into  Mass 
here  suffer.  Except  as  to  their  residence  and  earning 
then-  bread,  they  use  the  town  as  much  as  ourselves. 
In  striking  upon  the  boundary  we  had  no  idea  of 
leaving  in  one  place  or  another.  We  just  took  the 
compass  and  made  half  a mile  circle  outside,  but  it 
would  be  desirable  not  to  stick  to  a hard-and-fast  line. 
Originally  the  Town  Commissioners  applied  to  have 
a larger  boundary  than  the  present. 

147.  Can  you  tell  why  it  was  refused? — No,  except 
that  they  never  like  to  give  us  as  much  as  we  ask. 

148.  And  you  think  that  if  you  asked  a boundary 
twice  as  large  you  would  have  got  what  you  now  want? 
— I think  so.  Nearly  every  member  of  the  Board, 
except  myself,  has  land  at  present  outside  the  boundary, 
which  will  come  inside  the  proposed  boundary,  so  that 
they  also  are  disinterested  in  the  matter.  Mr.  Michael 
Quinn,  who  has  taken  a large  interest  in  this  win-— 
except  Lord  Lucan — be  the  largest  sufferer,  and  Mr. 
Falkiner  in  the  same  way ; all  I am  sorry  for  is  that  i 
have  no  land  either  inside  or  outside. 

149.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  one  undivided 
authority? — At  present  I am  not,  for  this  reason. 
Under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  we  have  no 
authority  to  tax  lands  with  more  than  one-fourth,  » 
present  the  work  is  done,  and  well  done  as  far  as  I 
see,  by  the  Guardians,  who  are  the  sanitary  authority, 
and  they  have  a right  to  tax  to  the  full  extent  on  lan 
equally  with  houses.  They  have  power,  and  they  have 
exercised  it  judiciously,  to  extend  the  taxation  ° 
the  whole  division,  which  is  a larger  area  than 
township.  In  that  way  the  G uardians  have  acted  very 
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•B-ell  and  unless  the  Commissioners  had  the  same 
powers  of  putting  the  taxation  equally  on  lands  and 
houses,  I think  it  would  be  a serious  disadvantage  to 
the  town. 

150.  As  well  as  I can  see,  what  Mr.  Falkiner 
said  was,  he  was  in  favour  of  the  broad  principle  of 
having  an  undivided  authority  in  one  body,  but  not  to 
take  the  sanitary  matters  from  the  Board,  under  the 
circumstances,  and  looking  to  the  large  area  over 
which  the  taxation  was  spread. 

Mr.  Falkiner. — Yes. 

151.  Mr.  Sheridan,  T.c. — I am  not  at  present  ready 
to  say  there  would  be  a saving  under  the  present 
system,  but  rather  a loss  to  the  town. 

152.  Mr.  Daly. — If  we  got  the  additional  powers, 
I think  the  tolls  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
missioners. 

153.  Mr.  Sheridan , t.c. — We  are  of  opinion  the 
market  accommodation  is  bad. 

154.  Mr.  Daly. — I concur  with  Mr.  Sheridan  it 
would  be  better  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the 
Guardians  rather  than  the  Commissioners,  so  far  as 
the  sanitary  matters  are  concerned.  I know  for  the 
time  being  the  Guardians  have  done  more  for  this  town 
than  the  Ballina  Commissioners  liavedone  forthattown. 


They  have  done  everything  they  oould  do,  without  Castlehak. 
levying  a 5s.  rate  on  the  town.  Sej/t.  e,  is79. 

155.  Mr.  Falkiner. — A great  many  of  our  Guardians  ..  rr~ . _ 
are  gentlemen  living  many  miles  away,  and  do  you  Sheridan, 
think  these  gentlemen  have  as  much  interest  in  the 
cleansing  of  the  town  as  those  living  in  it  and  having 
property  in  it  ? 

1 50.  Mr.  Daly. — I agree  they  have  not,  but  they 
arc  disinterested  in  the  taxation.  Those  living  in  the 
town  are  those  who  have  to  pay,  but  the  Guardian  in 
the  country  is  quite  disinterested,  and  does  not  inquire 
what  is  to  pay,  and  acts  impartially.  The  town  man 
is  afraid  to  tax  himself,  or  to  incur  the  displeasure  of 
taxing  his  neighbour. 

157.  Mr.  Falldncr. — Who  can  have  so  much  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  town  as  the  man  living  in  it? 

158.  Mr-.  Daly. — For  the  last  few  years  they  have 
taken  greater  interest  in  advancing  the  town  than  the 
Town  Commissioners  ever  did,  or  would  have  done, 
because  they  are  simply  the  same  as  you  are.  They 
are  impartial  judges,  and  they  are  not  looking  whether 
they  are  taxing  themselves  or  their  Mends,  they  are 
there  and  they  are  doing  their  duty  above  board,  and 
levy  tbe  taxes  over  a more  extended  area. 


Mr.  Alexander  Larminie  examined. 


159.  You  are  agent  for  Lord  Lucan? — Yes. 

160.  He  is  the  owner  of  property  both  in  the  town 
and  around  it  ? — Yes ; but  I wish  to  state  I have  not 
got  instructions  from  him  to  oppose  extension  in  any 
way,  and  that  what  I say  is  entirely  my  own  views, 
and  I am  not  binding  him  to  what  I state. 

161.  He  would  be  principally  concerned  if  this 
extension  was  carried  out  ? — He  would  be  concerned 
more  than  any  other  individual,  but  I do  not  think 
his  lordship  would  on  these  grounds  object.  Taking 
a valuation  of  £80,  tbe  charge  on  him  would  be  £4  a 
year.  As  far  as  I could  understand  the  real  reason 
put  forward  is  to  decrease  the  taxation  on  the  present 
area. 

1C  2.  The  principal  reason  was  not  so  much  to  de- 
crease their  taxation  as  to  enable  them  to  carry  on 
certain  improvements  in  tire  town  ? — They  arc  arguing 
on  both  lines. 

163.  They  say  taxation  bears  heavily  on  the  people 
in  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — But  when  they  can  show 
that  by  extending  the  area  they  can  bring  an  increase 
of  more  than  £12  in  their-  income  it  would  be  worth 
considering,  but  with  only  that  I don’t  see  what  im- 
provements they  could  effect  or  how  they  could 
lessen  the  taxation. 

164.  But  you  are  assuming  there  are  no  buildings  to 
1*  brought  in  1 — The  only  buildings  to  • be  brought  in 
are  the  houses  of  poor  small  farmers  who  have  at 
present  quite  enough  to  do  to  live.  I cannot  see  how 
the  town  can  be  said  to  confer  a benefit  on  them  to 
the  same  extent  as  upon  those  living  in  the  town. 

165.  Do  they  confer  a benefit  on  the  town? — They 
support  the  town. 

166.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a larger  extension  ? 
—Oh,  no ; I should  not  be  at  all  in  favour  of  that,  for 
that  would  still  more  bring  in  small  peasant  occupiers. 


167.  Don’t  you  mean  to  say  they  derive  advantage 
from  the  town  ? — They  derive  convenience  from  the 
town,  but  the  town  derives  advantage  from  them. 

168.  You  think  it  is  mutual  ? — More  than  mutual. 

169.  If  they  had  not  a town  so  close  they  would 
not  so  easily  sell  their-  produce  ? — If  they  were  not  so 
close  the  town  would  not  exist. 

170.  That  is  your  individual  view  ? — Yes. 

171.  And  you  would  not  like  to  say  whether  Lord 
Lucan  would  object  to  the  extension  or  not? — I don’t 
think  he  is  in  favour  of  it. 

172.  Mr.  Sheridan,  t.c. — As  far  as  we  are  concerned 
wc  have  been  mooting  this  tiling  for  the  last  six  months, 
and  Mr.  Larminie,  Lord  Lucan’s  agent,  was  present  at 
all  our  meetings,  so  that  liis  lordship  cannot  be  un- 
aware of  what  the  Commissioners  state  here  now. 

173.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  do  not  object  in  toto  to 
extension  ? 

Mr.  Larminie. — Ho ; but  I do  not  think  the  gain 
would  be  worth  the  candle ; the  expenses  and  trouble 
would  swallow  up  the  profit. 

174.  What  expenses? — There  are  parliamentary 
expenses. 

175.  The  expense  in  this  case  would  he  met  by  Act 
of  Parliament?— Of  course,  I am  aware,  but  there  is 
some  preliminary  expense.  If  there  is  a prospect  of 
all  the  powers  being  centred  in  one  body  with  equal 
powers  of  taxation  I think  it  would  be  advantageous 
to  have  an  increased  area.  I am  one  of  the  Guardians 
of  the  electoral  division,  and  it  has  always  been  on  ray 
motion  that  tbe  taxation  for  sanitary  purposes  has 
been  put  on  the  entire  electoral  division.  I do  not 
wish  to  appear  as  entirely  against  extension. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 


Mr.  Alexander 
Larminie. 
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MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


BLAYNEV. 

July  29,18.0. 


CASTLEBLAYNEY— 2 9th  JULY,  1879. 
(Before  Henry  A.  Robinson,  Esq. 


Mr.  J.  G 
Whitby. 


Mi-.  J.  G.  Whitby  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  are  clerk  to  the  Town 
Commissioners  ? — I am. 

2.  Have  you  been  clerk  since  the  town  first  came 
under  the  Act? — No. 

3.  When  did  the  town  come  under  the  Act  ? — On 
the  1 1th  of  September,  1855.  The  10th  of  August  was 
the  date  in  the  Gazette. 

4.  Are  you  an  inhabitant  of  this  town? — Yes. 

5.  Have  you  been  so  for  any  length  of  time  1 — 
Yes. 

6.  And  are  you  well  acquainted  with  its  circum- 
stances ? — Yes,  pretty  well. 

7.  Before  the  adoption  of  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act,  was  the  town  under  any  other  Act  1— Yes,  the 
9 th  of  George  IV.  It  was  in  a very  primitive  state 
at  the  time. 

8.  Do  you  remember  the  town  at  the  time  ? — Very 
faintly. 

9.  Has  the  boundary  that  was  then  adopted  been 
since  changed  ? — I am  not  aware. 

10.  I suppose  I may  take  it  the  same  boundary 
still  exists  1— -Yes. 

11.  The  town  is  not  divided  into  wards,  I presume, 
for  municipal  purposes  ? — No. 

12.  Can  you  give  me  the  population  ? — 1,809. 

13.  Would  you  say  it  was  an  increasing  or  a 
diminishing  population  ? — I think  it  is  increasing,  but 
very  gradually. 

14.  But  you  think  the  census  of  1881  will  show  a 
perceptable  increase  on  the  present  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 

15.  Have  buildings  increased  ? — W ell  some  tun  e ago 
there  were  some  houses  empty,  now  however,  there  are 
no  available  houses  to  be  had. 

16.  What  is  the  area  1 — 186  acres. 

17.  And  the  valuation  ? — £3, 556. 

18.  Are  you  aware,  when  the  Commissioners  came 
under  the  Act,  what  steps  they  took  to  determine  the 
boundaries  now  existing  ? — I think  they  had  a surveyor 
who  determined  them. 

1 9.  And  they  fixed  what  they  considered  to  be  a 
proper  boundary  ? — Yes. 

20.  Would  you  desciibe  the  boundaries  ? — I have 
the  description  here  as  they  were  approved  of  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant. 

21.  Kindly  read  that  description  ?— The  entry  is  as 
follows : — 


“ The  Lord  Lieutenant  has  been  pleased  to  approve  of  the 
boundaries  so  specified  as  aforesaid,  that  is  to  say 1 Com- 

mencing on  the  north  land  of  Derrycreevy  Bridge,  thence 
south-east  along  the  town  boundary  between  Derrycreevy 
and  Drummullard  Big  to  Muckno  Lough,  thence  southward 
and  eastward'along  the  townland  boundary  of  Drummullard 
Big  and  the  western  shore  of  Muckno  Lough  to  junction  of 
townland  boundary  of  Drummullard  Little,  thence  southward 
and  eastward  and  along  said  boundary  to  junction  boundary 
of  townland  of  Onomy,  thence  southward  and  eustward 
along  said  boundary  to  the  eastern  point  of  said  boundary 
eighty-five  yards  south  east  of  Boat  House  in  Castleblayney 
demesne,  thence  south-westward  in  a straight  line  to  the 
eastern  extremity  of  fence  south-west  of  Roman  Catholic 
Chapel,  thence  south-westward  along  said  fence  to  junction 
boundary,  between  townland  of  Onomy  and  Conabury,  thence 
north-westward  along  said  boundary  to  junction  with  farm 
road  boundary,  tho  holding  of  Richard  Mitchell,  in  the  town- 
land  of  Conabury,  thence  south-westward  along  said  road  to 
southern  extremity  of  garden  fence  of  Conabury  Cottaee 
now  held  by  Jonathan  Whitby,  thence  northward  and  west- 
ward along  said  garden  fence  to  junction  with  garden  fence 
of  Conabury  House,  now  held  by  Hugh  Swanzy,  esq.  thence 
north-westward  along  said  fence  to  western  extremity  of 
same,  thence  westward  in  a straight  fine  to  south-eastern 
extremity  of  boundary  of  Mr.  Walker’s  holding,  thence  south- 
ward along  said  boundary  to  the  boundary  of  townlands  of 
Bree  and  Conabury,  thence  north-westward  along  said 
boundary  across  the  Ballibay  road  to  northern  extremity  of 


same  cross.ng  cue  u undalk  and  JSnmskillcn  Railway  the™ 
across  the  Monaghan  road,  northward  and  eastward  in 
straight  line  along  the  fence  in  Mrs.  Rule’s  holding 
southern  estrem.ty  of  bountlmy  between  tbe  l„i  5 
Drummullard  Little  and  Drummullard  Big,  thence  north 
ward  along  said  boundary  to  junction  of  boundary  fence  of 
Mrs.  Rules  holding,  thence  northward  in  a direct  line  and 
crossing  the  accommodation  road  in  the  townland  of  Drum 
milliard  Big,  to  northern  extremity  of  M’Cnrdle’s  house  on 
the  Armagh  road,  tliencc  north-eastward  alon"  the  western 
boundary  of  said  road,  to  the  point  first  named.’  ” 


22.  We  may  take  it  that  the  boundary  extends  on 
an  average  of  from  a quarter  to  half  a mile  all 
round  ? — Yes,  that  is  what  I would  say.  It  is  even 
more  than  half  a mile  in  some  places,  hut  I would  say 
from  half  to  a quarter  of  a mile  all  round. 

23.  Does  the  town  include  whole  townlands  or  parts 
of  townlands.  Are  any  whole  townlands  included  !— 
I think  from  Mr.  Ball  Greene’s  return  there  is  one 
whole  townland.  Itincludes  I knowpartof  Connabuiy, 
Drummullard  Big,  Drummullard  Little,  Moraghy,’ 
and  Onony. 

24.  Will  you  give  me  the  rates  for  the  last  five 
years?— In  1878,  8cZ. ; in  1877,  lOd. : in  1876,  1( W • 
in  1875,  lOd. ; in  1874,  8t*. 

25.  And  the  poor  law  rates  ? — In  1878,  Is.  id.  ; 
in  1877,  Is.  id. ; in  187G,  Is.  : in  1875,  Is. ; and  in 
1874,  Is.  2 d. 

26.  Does  that  include  the  rate  for  sanitary  pur- 
poses?— Yes,  from  the  time  the  sanitary  law  took 
effect. 

27.  You  are  not  aware  what  the  special  rate  was 
for  sanitary  purposes  ? — No,  I am  not,  except  what  has 
been  furnished  in  the  return. 

28.  Are  you  aware  what  the  contributory  district 
was  on  which  the  sanitin-y  rate  was  levied,  what 
townlands  it  comprised  ? — No,  I am  not. 

29.  Can  you  give  me  the  county-cess  for  the  past 
four  or  five  years? — In  1878,  it  was  9d. ; in  1877, 
12J.;  in  1876,  KW.  : in  1875,  10c?. ; and  in  1874, 
11c?. 

30.  Is  there  any  property  vested  in  the  Town  Com- 
missionei-s  ? — No. 

31.  Your  source  of  income  is  the  rates  ? — Tes,  and 
contributions  arising  from  fines  and  dog  tax. 

32.  Is  the  town  well  lighted? — It  is  very  well 
lighted. 

33.  With  gas  ? — No,  not  with  gas.  It  was  lighted 
with  gas,  but  owing  to  a disagreement  with  the  gas 
company,  they  resorted  to  burning  oil. 

34.  .And  it  answers  the  purpose  ? — Well,  I don’t 
say  whether  it  does  or  not.  There  is  a difference  of 
opinion. 

35.  Is  the  whole  town  lighted  ? — Well,  yes. 

36.  Up  to  the  limits  of  the  boundary  ?— Yes,  except 
in  the  agricultural  parts,  or  pastoral  parts,  where  there 
are  no  habitable  houses. 

37.  On  how  much  of  the  valuation  is  the  one-fouith 
rate,  and  on  how  much  the  full  ? — The  full  rate  is  on 
houses,  and  the  one-fourth  on  land. 

38.  Can  you  tell  me  the  valuation  on  which  the 
full  rate  is  struck  ? — I can  give  the  full  valuation, 
hut  cannot  readily  subdiride  it — they  are  s°  “lter‘ 
woven. 

39.  Are  there  schools  in  the  town? — Yes. 

40.  And  I presume  people  from  outside  the  presen 
boundary  send  children  to  these  schools  ? — Yes. 

41.  And  I presume  they  make  use  of  the  roads?— 

42.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 
question  of  becoming  the  urban  sanitary  authority  r— 
I am  not  aware. 

43.  You  are  aware  that  by  provisional  order  they 
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take  the  sanitary  authority  from  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  and  become  the  sanitary  authority  them- 

^Are  the  Commissioners  aware  of  that  fact  ? I 

don’t  think  so.  , _ . . 

45  They  do  not  know  that  the  Commissioners  can 
obtain  a provisional  order  to  become  the  urban  sanitary 

^46  ris  it"the°opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  do  you 
think  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  such  a pro- 
vision taken  advantage  ofl-Yee,  I would  say  so. 

47.  Would  they  be  disposed  if  they  had  the  ex- 
tended area  to  take  command  of  the  roads,  and  to 
have  the  undivided  authority  of  the  town  ?— No,  they 
would  not  take  that  on  themselves. 

48.  Are  there  any  markets  in  the  town  1 — Yes. 

49.  Do  the  Commissioners  derive  any  income  from 
tolls  from  the  markets  1— No. 

50.  How  often  are  the  markets  held? — Three  days 


51.  Do  the  people  who  make  use  of  those  markets 
mostly  reside  in  the  town,  or  do  they  come  from  out- 
side ; are  they  small  farmers  and  others  of  that  class'? 
—Yes  • some  of  them  come  a considerable  distance. 

52.  Do  you  think  that  all  the  farmers  in  the 
electoral  division  make  use  of  the  town  of  Castle- 
blayney? — No. 

53.  Would  you  say  they  do  for  a mile  round  f — 
They  may  or  may  not  according  to  circumstances. 

54.  What  do  you  mean  by  according  to  circum- 
stances 1— Well,  take  it  as  a general  rule  they  attend 
the  next  market. 

55.  Is  Castleblayney  the  nearest  town  to  farmers  in 
the  electoral  division  1- — Yes. 

56.  Are  there  any  manufactures  in  Castleblayney  ? 
-No. 

57.  Do  the  people  in  the  town  live  in  their  shops  or 
outside  the  limits  of  the  town  1 — In  their  shops. 

58.  Can  you  tell  what  quantity  of  arable  land 
there  is  in  the  town  unbuilt  on  ? — I could  not. 

59.  But  there  is  a considerable  portion  1 — Yes ; 
there  must  be  about  100  acres. 


60.  There  is  a sufficiency  of  land  inside  the  boun- 
dary for  building  purposes  for  many  years  to  come  1 
— I could  not  say  that. 

61.  Is  building  extending  in  any  one  direction 
more  than  another  1 — Generally,  it  is  on  the  southern 
end. 

62.  Are  there  any  building  leases  outside  the  pre- 
sent boundary  ? — I don’t  know  of  any  except  the  Alms- 
house. 

63.  Do  the  people  carrying  on  business  inside  be- 
tray any  tendency  to  live  outside  to  evade  the  taxa- 
tion?— No. 

64.  Are  there  any  improvements  that  the  Town 
Commissioners  have  been  restrained  from  carrying  out 
from  want  of  funds  ? — I don’t  know  that  there  are. 

65.  Are  any  improvements  required  that  are  under 
the  Board  of  Guardians  ? — Well,  I cannot  say  much 


— but  any  improvements  that  are  required  are  under  Casti.il- 
the  supervision  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  blatmet. 

66.  Is  the  town  well  drained? — Very  well.  There  uy  9,18T! 

are  some  parts,  however,  not  so  well  drained.  We  are  Mr.  J.  G. 
in  a mountainous  district.  Whitby. 

67.  That  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians?— Yes. 

68.  Then,  I may  take  it,  there  are  no  improve- 
ments required  that  come  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Town  Commissioners  ? — If  they  had  the  full  authoi-ity 
of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  which  they  at  present  have 
only  adopted  for  lighting  and  cleansing,  it  would  be 
better. 

69.  Is  there  a good  water  supply? — Yes,  very 
good. 

70.  High  pressure? — No. 

71.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  the  ques- 
tion of  enlarging  the  boundaries  of  the  town  ? — It  was 
considered  at  a meeting. 

72.  Was  it  a special  meeting? — An  ordinary  meet- 
ing. 

73.  And  they  are  of  opinion  that  no  extension  of 
the  boundary  was  required? — They  expressed  that 
opinion  at  the  time. 

74.  Did  they  pass  any  resolution  on  that  occasion 
— Not  more  than  to  say  that  they  did  not  wish  an  ex- 
tension of  the  boundaries. 

75.  Have  you  consulted  the  ratepayers  on  the  sub- 
ject?— No  more  than  in  casual  conversation. 

70.  Do  you  know  the  feeling  of  the  ratepayers  ? — 

They  seem  to  be  indifferent. 

77.  Do  you  think  the  Commissioners  would  have 
any  objection,  in  order  to  get  a better  defined  boun- 
dary, to  adopt  the  whole  of  those  townlands,  portions 
of  winch  are  now  included  ? — The  principal  Commis- 
sioners are  here,  and  perhaps  it  would  be  better  they 
should  answer  that. 

78.  An  opinion  to  that  effect  has  never  been  ex- 
pressed at  the  board? — No. 

79.  You  know  the  electoral  division  ? — Yes. 

80.  Do  you  think,  bearing  in  mind  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  subject,  that 
towns  should  be  conterminous  with  poor  law  electoral 
divisions,  that  that  would  be  desirable  as  a boundary  ? 

— No  ; it  would  be  too  large. 

81.  And  do  you  think  that  people  residing  at  the 
extreme  ends  of  the  electoral  division  do  not  derive 
sufficient  advantages  from  the  town  to  justify  such  an 
extension  ? — Quite  so. 

82.  What  is  your  own  individual  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  the  extension  of  the  boundary  ? — That  any 
change  of  that  kind  would  not  be  for  the  advantage  of 
the  town. 

83.  And  do  you  think  there  is  sufficient  land  within 
the  limits  of  the  town  for  some  years  to  come  ? — -Yes. 

84.  And  you  don’t  see  any  advantage  that  would 
follow  from  an  extension  of  the  boundaries  in  any 
direction  ? — No. 

85.  Have  you  any  general  observations  that  occur 
to  you  to  make  on  the  subject  ? — No. 


Mr.  John  Brennan  examined. 


86.  You  are  a Town  Commissioner  ? — Yes. 

87.  And  have  been,  I understand,  for  a considerable 
time? — Yes. 

88.  Have  you  lived  in  the  town  for  a number  of 
years  ? — Yes  ; for  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  years. 

89.  And  has  the  town  within  that  period  shown 
signs  of  improvement? — Yes  ; it  has. 

90.  Have  building  operations  gone  on  within  that 

91.  Ia  it  your  opinion  that  the  Census  of ’81  will 
show  an  increase  over  the  last  Census  taken  ? — Yes. 

, . "•  ue  the  people  more  prosperous  ? — Yes ; I 
thmk  the  people  are  pretty  well  off.  There  are  very 
lew  houses  to  let  now. 

93.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  sanitary  state 
o the  town? — Well,  there  is  certainly  room  enough 


or  improvement.  Between  the  Catholic  and  Protestant 
hurches  there  is  a place  that  is  in  a very  bad  way  in 
ret  or  winter  seasons,  and  the  arrangements  in  that 
espect  are  not  so  good  as  if  the  Commissioners  had 
lower  to  make  a sewer  to  the  lake  at  the  northern  side, 
[’here  is  a large  drain,  too,  that  is  a great  nuisance,  and 
s even  dangerous. 

94.  Dangerous  to  health? — Yes;  that  is  in  the 
Lands  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

95.  If  you  were  the  urban  sanitary  authority,  would 
rou take  steps  to  remedy  it? — Yes. 

96.  And  you  think,  therefore,  that  the  sanitary 
nisiness  would  be  better  managed  if  in  the  hands  of 
he  Town  Commissioners  than  as  at  present? — Yes. 

97.  When  the  town  came  under  the  Act,  I presume 
he  present  boundaries  were  fixed  ? — Yes. 

3 H 


Mr.  John 
Brennan. 
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98.  Do  you  know  wlmt  exactly  they  luul  in  view 
in  so  fixing  them  ? — No. 

99.  Do  you  think  any  extension  is  now  required  ? — 
I do  not  know  that. 

100.  Do  you  hold  any  land  outside  the  municipal 
boundary  ? — Yes. 

101.  Of  what  character  is  the  land  ?— It  is  not  good. 
It  is  at  Bree. 

102.  The  boundary  includes  part  of  Connabmy, 
Drummallard  Big,  Drummallard  Little,  Moraghy,  and 
Onony,  would  you  see  any  objection  to  including  the 
whole  of  these  townlands  1 — No. 

103.  Do  you  think  the  lands  in  those  portions  of 
the  townlands  outside  the  boundary  are  more  valuable 
from  their  proximity  to  the  town  ? — I am  sure  they  are. 

104.  And,  if  you  were  not  bound  to  give  them  light 
and  see  to  cleansing,  you  would  have  no  objection  to 
rate  them  at  the  three-halfpenny  rate  ? — It  would  be 


the  same  people  who  would  be  rated,  for  thev  ’i™ ; 
the  town.  1,1:111 

105.  Am  I to  mulei-staml  that  all  the  .kwi™, 
these  town!;, mis  outside  lidd  by  people  J 

the  town  ' Principally  ; I may  say  all. 

10G.  Have  you  ever  talked  with  any  of  the  rate 
payers  on  the  subject  and  ascertained  their  feelines  A 
No.  ^ 

107.  According  to  the  answers  supplied  to  our 
queries  the  boundaries  live  regarded  ns  satisfactory  J_ 
Yes.  3 


108.  And  no  change  is  required  ? — No. 

109.  And  any  buildings  likely  to  take  place  for  the 
next  ten  years,  will  they  be  inside  or  outside  the 
boundary  ? — Inside. 

110.  There  will  he  sufficient  building  ground  inside 
for  a considerable  time  to  come  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  Patrick 
Smith. 


Mr.  Patrick  Smith  examined. 


111.  You  are  a Commissioner? — Yes. 

112.  And  you  have  lived  here  for  a considerable 
time? — Yes. 

113.  And  know  the  circumstances  of  the  town? — 
Yes. 

114.  Do  you  think  if  the  Commissioners  had  more 
funds  they  would  carry  out  improvements  that  are  now 
impracticable  from  want  of  means  ? — Yes ; particularly 
sewerage. 

115.  That  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Guardians? — 
Yes. 

11G.  And  you  think  if  the  sanitary  works  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  Commissioner's  they  would  do  it 
better  ? — Yes. 

117.  But  at  present  they  are  not  cramped  in  any 
way  ? — No ; not  so  far  as  their  own  work  is  concerned, 
but  as  you  say,  they  would  do  better  than  the  Guar- 
dians, so  far1  as  sanitary  matters  are  concerned — . 
cleansing  and  so  on. 

118.  If  the  Commissioner's  were  the  urban  sanitary 
authority  an  increased  area  of  taxation  would  give 
them  an  increase  of  funds,  which  they  would  apply  to 
sewerage  purposes  ? — They  certainly  would  apply  part 
of  it. 

119.  Then  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  they 
should  be  the  urban  sanitary  authority  ? — If  they  had 
that  authority  they  would  do  more  than  at  present. 

120.  Do  the  Guardians  attend  to  any  complaints 
that  are  made  ? — Yes,  but  there  has  been  remissness. 

121.  Do  you  think  there  is  likely  to  be  any  building 


operations  extended  outside  the  municipal  limits  1—1 
fear  not. 

122.  And  I take  it  you  corroborate  the  evidence 
already  given  ? — Yes. 

123.  And  you  think  you  speak  the  feelings  of  the 
Board  and  of  the  ratepayers  1— Yes. 

124.  The  ratepayers  I presume  have  had  sufficient 
-notice  of  the  inquiry  being  held  liere? — Yes;  ample 
notice. 

125.  And  I talco  it  they  would  have  come  hereto 
express  their  views,  if  they  differed  from  the  Commis- 
sioners?— I think  so. 

12G.  Would  you  think  it  necessary  to  limit  the 
boundary  irr  any  way  ? — No. 

127.  Do  you  know  tlxe  electoral  division  1— Yes ; 
pretty  well. 

128.  Do  you  think,  fioui  what  you  know  of  the 
electoral  division,  that  the  size  of  it  would  deter  the 
Commissioners  from  adopting  it  as  a boundary? — Yes; 
it  is  alogetlrer  too  large. 

129.  And  it  would  be  regarded  as  a hardship  on 
people  living  hr  the  most  remote  parts  of  tire  electoral 
division  to  bo  asked  to  contribute  to  the  cleansing  of 
the  town  1 — Yes ; they  would  not  consent. 

130.  But  they  come  in  and  carry  on  their'  marketing 
in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

131.  The  land  is  move  valuable  from  its  proximity 
to  the  town  ? — Yes. 

132.  But  they  object  to  pay  anything  they  can 
avoid? — Yes;  I think  so. 

The  inquiry  terminated. 


CAVAN— SEPTEMBER  27,  1879. 


(Before  Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson.) 

Mr.  John  Morris,  Town  Clerk,  examined. 


1.  Under  what  Act  is  the  town  constituted  ?— The 
Towns  -Improvement  Act,  1854. 

2.  Previous  to  that  under  what  Act  ?— The  9th  of 
Geo.  IV.,  c.  82. 

‘ 3-  Does  the  boundary  which  was  established  when 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act  came  into  operation  still 
exist?— No ; the  former  boundary  extended  a mile  in 
each  direction. 

4.  Has  there  been  any  alteration  in  the  boundaries 
since  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  was  adopted? — None 
whatever. 

5.  What  was  the  boundary  under  the  9th  of  Geo. 
IV.  1 — A mile  each  way  from  the  centre  of  the  town! 

6.  A hard-and-fast  line  1 — Yes. 

7.  So  that  the  present  boundary  is  considerably 
less  ?— Yes ; a great  deal  less,  it  extends  only  a quarter 
of  a mile. 

S.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town? — 498a.  3r.  20p. 

9.  How  many  townlands,  whole  and  in  part,  are 


ncluded  iir  the  township? — Twelve  whole  and  seven 

^lof'wiiat  are  the  townlands  partly  includedl- 
Leady,  Creghan,  Kilnavara,  Drumnavara,  Swellan, 
Lughnaskmy,  and  Kennypottle.  • 

11.  What  is  the  value  of  the  town?— £4,8/6  bs. 

12.  On  how  much  of  that  is  poor  rate  assessed  (- 
15  10s.  lOd.  is  all  we  get  from  land. 

13.  What  is  the  valuation  of  it?— £166  4s.  W- 

14.  And  the  valuation  of  the  houses  is  the  balance 
—Yes. 

15.  Is  there  sufficient  land  within  the  boundMJ 
or  building?— There  is  no  ground  withm  tlie  to* 
■variable. 


16.  Are  there  any  building  operations  c- - 

rtside  the  boundary  ?— -N one  that  I know  o • • 

17.  Are  there  any  within  the  boundary?  ^ 
new  street  after  being  built,  George-street,  consist 
‘ ten  large-class  houses. 
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18  In  what  direction  is  that1! — North. 

19  What  class  of  houses  are  they  1— Intended  for 
tradespeople.  Two  of  them  are  shops. 

•>0.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town! — 3,532  at 

last  census.  , 

21.  What  was  it  the  census  before  that  l — S,  1 51. 

oo  Can  you  sav,  from  your  own  knowledge  of  the 
town  whether  the  census  of  18S1  is  likely  to  show  any 
sensible  increase  ? — I think  it  will  show  an  increase  in 
the  same  ratio  as  between  1SG1  and  1871. 

23  Were  buildings  going  on  to  the  same  extent 
between  1861  and  1871  as  at  present?— I think  not. 

24.  Do  you  see  much  improvement  in  the  town  now 
compared  to  when  you  first  became  acquainted  with  it  ? 
I think  so. 

25.  Are  the  houses  of  a better  class? — They  are ; 
and  many  of  the  landlords  have  unroofed  their  old 
thatched  houses  and  put  on  slate  roofs. 

26.  Are  there  many  unoccupied  houses  ? — Few  or 


none.  . 

27.  Axe  there  any  villa  residences  outside  the  muni- 
cipal boundary  1 — I know  of  only  two  of  that  character ; 
the  Commissioners  have  obtained  a large  plot  of  ground 
on  which  they  are  to  build  twenty  labourers’  cottages, 
l.ut  that  was  within  the  boundary,  just  on  the  very 
confines  of  it.  They  got  the  land  from  Lord  Fandiam. 

28.  What  power  have,  they  got  to  do  that  ? — They 
have  adopted  the  Artisans’  Dwellings  Act. 

29.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  town  ? — Cavan. 

30.  Is  it  wholly  -within  it? — Yes. 

31.  If  an  extension  of  one  mile  from  tlio  centre  of 
the  town  was  adopted,  would  that  still  be  within  the 
electoral  division  ? — It  would. 

32.  Would  two  miles? — No;  it  would  go  into 
Moynehall  electoral  division  on  the  south. 

33.  What  is  the  value  of  the  electoral  division? — 
£12,427  6s. 

34.  How  far  does  it  extend  on  the  north  from  the 
centre  of  the  town? — About  three  miles  northwards, 
and  on  the  south  about  a mile,  and  on  the  east  about 
two  miles,  and  a mile  and  a half  on  the  west. 

35.  Cavan  is  the  principal  market  town  for  the 
electoral  division? — Yes. 

36.  What  is  the  nearest  town  to  Cavan  ? — The  small 
village  of  Ballyhaiso,  three  ancl  a half  miles  away. 

37.  And  you  consider  that  the  advantage  of  Cavan 
as  a market  town  extends  two  miles  1 — Yes ; and  far 
more. 

3S.  Is  the  land  in  the  immediate  proximity  to  the 
town  move  valuable  ? — I think  so. 

39.  Does  the  increased  value  extend  to  the  landlord? 
— I cannot  say  that. 

40.  The  landlord  gets  higher  rent  ? — Yes. 

41.  What  have  been  the  poor  rates  since  1874? — 
1S74,  Is.  lid. ; 1875,  2s.  2d. ; 1876,  Is.  Gt/.;  1877, 
Is.  9eZ. ; 1S78,  2s.  Id.  ' 

42.  Does  that  include  any  rate  for  special  sanitary 
purposes? — It  includes  a penny  for  general  sanitary 
purposes.  There  never  has  been  a higher  sanitary 
rate  than  that  only  in  one  year;  there  was  Is.  on 
Abbeyland. 

43.  For  what  purpose  1 — Sewering  the  town. 

44.  Was  that  assessed  on  the  townland  of  Abbey- 
land  ? — It  was  put  on  a single  street ; they  had  to  pay 
Is.  in  the  pound  for  it. 

45.  What  is  the  contributory  district  for  the  Id.  1 
— The  whole  union. 

46.  There  never  has  been  any  special  sanitary  work 
except  in  that  instance  of  Abbeyland  ? — Yes, 
a-ad  even  at  present  we  have  a contributory  rate  on 
the  whole  township  since  we  have  got  liberty  under 
the  Act  to  divide  townlands,  it  is  struck  on  the  town- 


ship, and  before  that  we  had  another  chavge  on  two  Cavan. 
townlands,  and  then  on  all  the  three  townlands  wholly  Sept.  27.  is-9. 
within  the  township.  Jfr  j0jm 

47.  What  has  been  the  county  cess  since  1874? — Morris. 

1874,  Is.  10</.  ; 1875,  Is.  9 d. ; 1876,  Is.  6d. ; 1877, 

Is.  8 d. ; 1878,  Is.  U. 

48.  And  the  municipal  rate  ?— 1874,  Is. ; 1875,  Is. ; 

1S76,  ID/.;  1877,  10c/.;  1878,  8c/. 

49.  Are  you  sure  that  return  is  correct  ? — Yes,  I 
took  them  out  of  the  books  this  morning. 

50.  Have  the  Commissioners  no  property  vested  in 
them? — No.  1 

51.  Is  the  town  well  lighted?  — It  is.  I think 
thirty-nine  or  forty  lamps. 

52.  The  Commissioners  adopted  the  Act  for  all 
purposes  ? — Yes. 

• 53.  What  was  the  cost  of  the  lighting? — £22  10s. 
for  the  seven  months  of  the  winter,  from  the  15tlr 
September  to  15th  April. 

54.  Are  your  markets  held  late  iu  the  day  so  that 
the  people  who  come  in  are  obliged  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  light? — They  are  generally  late  leaving  the 
town. 

55.  So  that  it  is  an  advantage  to  those  people 
residing  outside  to  have  those  lights  ? — Most  undoubt- 
edly. 

56.  And  the  markets  are  good  ? — They  are. 

57.  And  to  what  extent  do  the  people  avail  them- 
selves of  them  ? — I should  say  about  two  miles. 

58.  And  you  think  that  the  people  within  that 
distance  derive  exceptional  advantages  ? — Yes. 

59.  Are  there  schools  in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

60.  And  do  the  people  within  that  district  avail 
themselves  of  them  ? — I clo  not  know  that ; they  have 
schools  nearer  than  that. 

61.  Are  the  Commissioners  likely  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  7th  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  with 
reference  to  getting  control  of  the  sanitary  works  1 — 

Yes,  they  have  taken  the  first  steps  to  get  the 
sanitary  authority  restored  to  them. 

62.  Does  that  influence  them  in  desiring  to  increase 
the  area  of  taxation? — I do  not  think  it  .does— even 
without  sanitary  authority  they  would  wish  to  have 
an  increased  area. 

63.  What  steps  have  they  taken? — They  have 
written  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

64.  For  a provisional  order? — Yes. 

65.  Are  they  likely  to  ask  for  a separation  from 
the  Grand  Jury?— I do  not  know;  it  has  been  dis- 
cussed. 

66.  Was  there  any  formal  resolution  passed  on  the 
subject  of  extension  ?— When  it  first  came  before  them 
they  considered  it  on  a very  limited  scale ; they  then 
would  only  have  included  those  already  paying  borough 
rates,  but  since  that  they  wish  for  a large  extension 
bringing  in  others. 

67.  They  wish  an  extension  of  two  miles  from  the 
centre  of  the  town? — Yes. 

68.  Was  this  considered  at  a special  meeting?-- 
Yes,  at  a meeting  on  Wednesday  last. 

69.  Did  'the  ratepayers  receive  a notice  or  were 
they  aware  of  it  ? — No. 

70.  Was  an  account  of  it  published  m the  local 
papers  ?— Yes,  it  appears  in  this  day’s  papers.  _ 

71.  So  that  if  any  of  the  ratepayers  had  an  interest 
in  it  they  could  have  attended  ? — Yes. 

72.  What  was  the  resolution? — That  we  ask  fora 
two-mile  boundary  in  every  direction  from  the  market- 
honse,  and  that  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

73.  How  many  Commissioners  were  present1?— 

Eight. 


3 


H 2 
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Gannon,  j.v. 


Mr.  -T.  O' ann or,  j.p.,  examined. 


74.  You  are  Chairman  of  tire  Town  Commissioners? 
— Yes,  and  I have  been  a Commissioner  for  twenty- 
five  years. 

75.  How  long  have  you  been  Chairman  ? — For  the 
past  two  yeare. 

76.  Were  you  a Commissioner  when  the  town  was 
under  the  previous  Act  ? — No,  shortly  afterwards. 

77.  I believe  the  Commissioners  under  the  9th  of 
George  the  Fourth  had  considerable  property  vested 
in  them  ? — Under  an  ancient  charter  a mile  from  the 
centre  of  the  town  was  given  to  the  town  for  their 
special  use. 

78.  And  there  was  no  necessity  for  rating? — No, 
there  was  no  rate  struck. 

79.  How  long  is  it  since  they  enjoyed  this  property  l 
— Not  within  my  memory,  and  I don’t  believe  it  has 
been  enjoyed  for  the  last  fifty  yearn.  It  lias  been  con- 
fiscated in  one  way  or  another. 

80.  I understand  you  applied  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  a provisional  order  to  become  the  sani- 
tary authority  ; is  that  iu  accordance  with  the  views 
of  the  ratepayers  ? — We  would  be  bound  under  this 
Act  to  give  notice  to  the  ratepayers,  and  until  we  take 
preliminary  steps  we  find  it  will  cost  little  or  nothing 
for  there  is  no  opposition,  and  as  soon  as  we  have  got 
these  cottages  built  we  intend  to  apply  for  sanitary 
powers. 

81.  Do  you  consider  you  get  sanitary  work  from  the 
Guardians  commensurate  with  the  money  you  pay  '!■ — 
We  have  no  special  cause  to  complain  of  the  Guardians’ 
action,  but  I am  altogether  of  the  firm  belief  that  for 
all  purposes  of  the  Grand  Jury,  the  sanitary,  and  local 
boards,  the  Commissioners  are  the  proper  body  to  exer- 
cise these  powers. 

82.  You  are  of  opinion  that  all  the  improvements  of 
the  town  should  be  in  the  hands  of  one  undivided 
authority  ? — Decidedly. 

83.  Is  there  any  likelihood  of  your  applying  for  a 
separation  from  the  Grand  Jury  1 — Yes,  every  likeli- 
hood, and  if  this  area  is  extended,  we  would  be  sure  to 
do  it,  because  we  will  keep  the  roads  within  it,  and 
we  would  tax  the  town,  for  that  purpose. 

S4.  And  was  it  keeping  this  separation  in  view  and 
having  the  sole  authority  that  you  asked  for  an  exten- 
sion 1—  Not  immediately  but  ultimately  we  had  that 
in  view.  We  would  have  asked  for  sanitary  powers 
to  be  restored  independent  of  the  Grand  Jury  powers 
being  restored. 

85.  You  are  aware  you  cannot  get  the  Grand  Jury 
powers  unless  you  first  became  the  sanitary  authority  ? 
— I am  aware. 

86.  What  are  the  principal  reasons  you  propose  this 
extension  for  ? — I will  tax  the  people  for  the  advan- 
tages they  now  enjoy.  They  would  have  the  privilege  of 
voting  for  Commissioners  and  might  become  Commis- 
sioners themselves;  and  we  would  look  after  their  in- 
terests if  they  were  amalgamated -with  us.  It  is  princi- 
pally first  because  of  the  fact  that  when  we  were  ex- 
tended, before  a great  many  of  those  gentlemen  farmers 
living  in  the  immediate  vicinity  having  exceptional 
advantages  in  having  the  town  kept  clean,  they  think 
they  are  exempt  from  any  of  the  expenses  of  it. 

87.  Are  there  any  improvements  required  which 
you  would  effect  if  you  had  more  funds  ?— Yes,  we 
want  an  egg  market  which  is  vitally  required,  and  we 
would  commence  it  immediately  if  we  had  this  ex- 
tension. Our  rate  is  very  low— 2d  in  the  pound;  a mile 
extension  would  give  us  £44,  a mile  and  a half  £60 
and  two  miles  about  £100  a year.  There  is  very  little 
chance  of  our  rates  being  higher  because  what  we  pro- 
pose to  do  would  be  reproductive,  and  if  it  became 
necessary  we  would  extend  the  lamps  to  the  suburban 
buildings 

88.  Assuming  that  you  became  the  urban  sanitary 
authority  is  it  your  opinion  that  any  improvements 
you  carried  out  iu  the  town,  would  be"of  advantage  to 
the  people  coming  into  it? — Yes,  the  first  improve- 
ment will  be  the  water  supply. 


89.  Huw  is  ll.e  town  nupplied  with  water  ,t 


uuvdians  submitted  some  of  it  to  Dr.’  Oamerln  £ 
thought  it  was  not  very  good,  but  as  far  as  theth™!: 
tie  purposes  avo  concerned  in  dry  seasons  we  are  raw 
badly  off.  - 

9°.  Are  there  any  facilities  for  supplying  by  gravi- 
tatxon? — The  greatest  you  ever  saw.  There°is 
beautiful  lake  42  acres,  and  with  a very  limited exnen 
diture,  we  could  pump  that  into  a cistern  that  would 
reach  the  top  of  any  house,  in  the  town. 

91.  Have  the  views  of  the  Commissioners  on  this 
subject  ever  been  laid  before  the  Board  of  Guardians! 
—No,  except  on  that  very  limited  scale.  Weareaskiua 
for  power  to  clean  the  river,  and  they  referred  it  lack 
however  I look  upon  the  water  as  the  most  essential 
for  the  health  of  the  town.  It  would  be  cheaply  done 
and  it  would  be  one  of  the  best  things  that  could  be 
done  for  the  town. 

92.  And  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  people  out 
side  ? — Yes. 

93.  The  people  would  ho  taxed  for  the  increased 
advantages  they  enjoyed  ?— There  would  he  very  little 
taxation;  I think  nothing  more  than  1-^cl.  or  2d. 

94.  Is  the  town  well  sewered  ? — Very  well,  there 
arc  a couple  of  good  main  sewers,  but  in  dry  seasons 
there  is  no  water  to  carry  off  the  sewage. 

95.  Do  you  think  the  Commissioners  would  remedy 
this  if  they  have  the  sanitary  improvements  in  their 
own  hands? — I think  so,  it  is  the  first  thing  they 
would  try  to  improve,  the  water  supply,  and  then  the 
sewerage. 

96.  And  you  think  a larger  area  tor  taxation  would 
he  just,  because  the  people  outside  would  reap  the 
advantages  of  this  improved  water  supply,  and  impro- 
vedsewerago  of  thetown  ? — I think  so.  And  you  asked 
me  about  the  Grand  Jury  powers  ; we  have  nothing 
to  complain  of  the  county  surveyor,  hut  there  are  a 
good  many  by-streots  in  the  town  that  require  still  to 
he  improved,  and  we  cannot  do  it  because  we  don’t 
allow  it,  and  these  things  are  totally  neglected.  There 
arc  some  parts  of  the  town  which  are  a disgrace  to 
civilization  ; the  county  surveyor  is  not  bound  and  I 
believe  he  could  not  fiat  any  presentment  for  them  and 
the  town  Commissioners  could  not,  and  they  are  in  a 
disgraceful  state,  but  if  the  Commissioners  had  power 
they  would  altogether  amend  these  places. 

97.  Are  you  aware  of  how  many  miles  of  road  you 
would  have  in  charge  within  the  two-mile  radius  1— 
Yes,  we  made  a calculation  of  about  eighteen  miles  of 
roads.  Our  chairman,  Dr.  Babington,  is  quite  in 
favour  of  the  two-mile  radius.  We  calculated  that  we 
pay  £400  a year  out  of  this  borough,  and  we  don’t  get 
anything  commensurately  with  that,  of  course  I know 
there  are  a good  many  things  we  have  to  pay  outside. 

98.  But  taking  them  into  consideration  you  don't 
consider  that  you  get  value  for  the  cess  ?— No. 

99.  What  would  be  the  cost  of  the  eighteen  miles  of 
road  1 — We  were  entering  into  that,  and  some  of  these 
roads  were  found  at  a very  high  price — 2s.  9J.  a peren 
for  them — and  we  considered  we  could  do  it  as  cheap 
as  the  county. 

100.  Do  you  think  yon  would  have  any  balance  m 
hand  by  that? — Not  by  the  cess  now  struck;  we 
would  have  struck  the  road  rate ; I believe  we  coin 
get  work  done  cheaper  than  by  the  county. 

101.  Take  the  county  rate  last  year,  what  mcome 
could  you  raise  from  the  two-mile  radius?  h* 
town  alone  it  is  three  times  our  borough  rate,  “ 
would  be  £450.  We  did  not  calculate  what  it  wmua 
be  on  the  increased  area;  we  calculated 


cheap  a 
the  town  some  time  1 l’or 


miles  and  that  we  could  make  them 
county  could. 

102.  You  resided 

twenty-five  years.  _ , 

103.  Do  you  see  any  improvement  in  the  to 

V ast  improvement.  Our  valuation  has  been  mcr  » 
within  the  last  four  yeare  £400,  and  I suppose 
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I came  to  Cavan  within  the  last  twenty  years,  there 
are  thirty  new  houses;  I don’t  think  there  is  any 
town  in  the  north  of  Ireland  lias  increased  more  with- 
out manufacturers,  and  except  for  the  exceptional 
times  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  our  increasing  still. 

104.  How  many  gentlemen’s  residences  would  this 
two-mile  radius  take  ini— It  would  take  in  Cullis,  a 
laige  educational  establishment ; Mr.  Farnham’s,  Mr. 
Saunderson’s  and  Mr.  Fay’s  ; about  five  or  six. 

105.  You  don’t  propose  a hard  and  first  line  1 — No. 

106.  You  would  be  content  to  follow  a well  defined 
boundary  keeping  the  two  miles  in  view  ? — Yes,  we 
are  not  disposed  to  press  for  one  Irish  mile  beyond  our 
original  boundary,  but  we  thought  two  statute  miles 
would  be  better. 

107.  Do  you  consider  that  these  people  would 
derive  advantage  from  being  brought  in  1 — They  have 
already  derived  an  advantage  from  their  proximity  to 
the  town. 

108.  Do  you  think  it  possible  to  include  the  entire 
of  the  townlands  cut  by  the  two-mile  radius? — It 
was  proposed  to  take  the  electoral  division,  as  the  two- 
mile  radius  goes  outside  it. 

109.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 
question  of  including  the  electoral  division  as  the  town- 
ship ? — At  last  meeting  that  was  left  open,  whichever 
was  most  convenient. 

110.  Were  they  aware  the  Select  Committee  had 
made  a recommendation  as  far  as  possible  it  was  de- 
sirable the  town  should  be  made  coterminous  with  the 
electoral  division  ? — Not  then. 

111.  Do  you  think  the  people  within  the  electoral 
division  derive  such  advantage,  that  if  they  wore  made 
to  pay  their  quota  of  municipal  taxation  it  would  not 
press  injuriously  upon  them  ? — I think  not.  A mile 
and  a half  would  only  be  £G0,  and  at  present  the  rate 
is  nearly  2d. 

112.  Would  the  Commissioners  bo  in  favour  of 


taking  the  electoral  division  ? — They  are  not  bound  to 
any  hard  and  fast  line.  It  seems  at  some  places  it 
does  not  go  very  far,  and  it  would  scarcely  be  as  far 
as  the  two-mile  radius. 

113.  Is  it  not  an  equitable  boundary  if  you  adopt 
the  electoral  division  ?— It  could  be  more  equitable. 
For  instance,  Mr.  Fay,  a large  merchant,  lives  within 
a mile  and  a half,  and  if  you  don’t  take  the  two-mile 
radius,  you  exempt  him. 

114.  The  proposed  extension  of  two  miles  would 
subdivide' four  electoral  divisions? — It  would,  but  very 
slightly. 

115.  Could  portions  of  these  be  left  out? — Yes ; we 
are  not  bound  to  any  particular  line,  but  whatever 
would  be  most  equitable. 

116.  Would  the  Commissioners  be  prepared  to  take 
up  the  roads  in  the  entire  electoral  division? — I do 
not  see  anything  at  all  to  prevent  them.'  I don’t 
think  they  would.  The  area  of  one  mile  would  give 
an  increase  of  1,500  acres  ; one  and  a half  miles  would 
give  ns  an  increase  of  4,500  acres,  and  with  an  area  of 
two  miles  we  would  become  the  sanitary  authority, 
and  without  any  provisional  order,  because  it  gives  us 
an  area  of  8,000  acres,  and  an  increase  of  the  popu- 
lation. 

117.  Were  you  influenced  by  that? — We  did  not 
think  of  it.  The  additional  income  that  would  be 
brought  in  by  the  taxes  on  that  one  mile  increase 
would  be  £44,  on  a mile  and  a half,  £64,  and  on  two 
miles  only  £100  at  our  present  rates. 

118.  IIow  many  qualified  voters  are  there  in  the 
borough? — Two  hundred  and  thirty  burgesses  and 
eighty-eight  qualified  voters. 

119.  You  gave  the  number  of  gentlemen’s  resi- 
dences included  by  the  proposed  extension? — Yes;  six. 

120.  How  many  are  within  the  electoral  division  of 
Cavan  ? — Thera  is  only  one  outside. 


Mr.  Edward  Fagan  examined. 


121.  You  are  a Commissioner,  and  you  have  been 
resident  in  Cavan  for  some  time  ? — Yes. 

122.  Were  you  a Commissioner  under  the  9th 
George  IV.  ? — I am  about  twenty-eight  or  thirty  years 
a Commissioner.  I was  not  a Commissioner  under 
the  old  Board.  I was  not  one  of  the  original  Com- 
missioners. I did  not  come  upon  the  Board  for  two 
or  three  years  afterwards. 

123.  Are  you  aware  under  what  circumstances  this 
boundary  came  to  be  adopted? — It  came  from  the 
Castle.  Mr.  Griffith  was  hex-e  at  the  time. 

124.  Was  the  boundary,  as  transmitted  to  the 
Castle,  accepted  without  modification? — It  was.  It 
was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  gentlemen  who  laid  it 
out,  and  the  Commissioners  dicl  not  interfere. 

125.  There  have  been  no  alterations  or  additions 
since  ? — No. 

You  have  heard  the  evidence  of  the  Town 
Clerk,  and  of  Mr.  Gannon?— Yes. 

127.  Do  you  think  an  extension  of  two  miles 
desirable? — It  would  be  desirable,  I think. 

128.  Were  you  present  the  other  day  when  the 
matter  was  discussed  at  the  Board  ? — I was.  I pro- 
posed the  extension. 

129.  Do  you  consider  that  the  sanitary  improve- 
ments you  would  carry  out  in  the  town  would  be  of 
would t0  tfl6  Te°ple  outside?  — I believe  they 


130.  Is  the  town  in  want  of  funds  for  any  improve- 
ments f— No,  we  were  never  as  well  off  for  funds  as 

^ave  a *ar£°  balance,  and  we  have 
applied  for  a loan  of  £2,000  to  build  these  houses. 

131.  Is  it  your  opinion  it  would  he  desirable  to  take 


up  the  roads? — It  is  a question  I have  not  given 
attention  to. 

132.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  the  town  under 
your  own  sanitary  supervision  ? — Yes. 

133.  And  yon  would  not  give  an  opinion  as  to  the 
roads  ? — No. 

134.  This  two-mile  boundary  was  not  adopted 
looking  to  that  point  at  all  ? — No. 

135.  Were  you  aware  the  two-mile  boundary  would 
bring  you  within  the  Act  as  a sanitary  authority  ? — 
No,  we  were  not  a ware  of  that. 

136.  Do  you  consider  that  the  people  within  the 
proposed  area  derive  such  advantage  that  they  ought 
fairly  to  be  asked  to  pay  their  quota  ? — I think  so  ; 
they  could  have  their  vote  in  the  town  if  they  wished. 

137.  You  consider  it  a growing  town  ? — It  is  a very 
improving  town ; people  come  upwards  of  twenty 
miles  to  the  town. 

138.  What  is  the  nearest  town? — Ballyhaise,  three 
miles  off ; it  is  not  a very  good  market ; it  is  a dear 
market,  and  Belturbet  is  seven  miles  away. 

139.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  likelihood  of  building 
operations  extending  beyond  the  present  boundary  ? — 
I think  there  is. 

140.  If  the  town  goes  on  improving  as  it  has? — 
Yes,  only  for  these  bad  times,  I think  building  would 
improve. 

141.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  sanitary  improvements 
of  any  nature  are  required  in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

142.  Do  you  consider  a water  supply  is  required  1— 
Yes. 

143.  And  improved  sewerage);? — Yes. 

144.  And  these  the  Commissioners  if  they  had  this 
extended  area,  and  became  the  sanitary  authority, 
thereby  would  carry  out  ? — Yes. 


Cavan. 
Sept.  S7, 1SJ». 
Mr.  J. 

Gannon,  j.f. 


Mr.  Edward 
Fagan. 
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MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


Dr.  William  Babington,  j.p.,  examined. 


145.  You  have  been  for  some  time  a Commissioner? 
— Yes. 

146.  Were  you  a Commissioner  under  the  9th 
George  IV.  ?— No,  I came  in  immediately  after  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act,  and  I can  indorse  everything 
said  about  tlie  improvement  of  the  town.  I was  horn 
in  1810,  and  I can  speak  of  the  state  of  the  town  a 
great  many  yearn  ago.  The  town  of  Cavan  was  small 
low  thatched  houses  in  my  time. 

147.  Are  there  any  houses  unoccupied  at  the  present 
time  ? — There  is  only  newly  built  that  is  unoccupied. 

148.  There  is  no  street  unoccupied  ? — No. 

149.  And  twenty  years  ago  were  there  any  unoc- 
cupied ? — No;  we  never  had  room  enough.  The 
moment  a house  was  put  up  it  was  taken,  in  my  re- 
collection. 

150.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  the  sanitary 
powers  transferred  from  the  Guardians  ? — I am,  for  I 
think  it  is  a humbug  the  way  it  is.  I consider  there 
is  no  value  for  our  money.  The  Commissioner's  could 
do  it  better. 

151.  Have  you  got  any  property  outside  the  present 
town  ? — I have  some,  and  my  house  is  about  a mile 
away. 

152.  And  you  propose  to  tax  yourself  ? — Yes. 
Half  of  my  property  is  only  taxed  at  present. 

153.  The  present  boundary  subdivides  your  pro- 
perty 1 — Yes,  and  I am  prepared  to  pay  whatever  is 
additional. 

154.  And  you  think  that  is  the  feeling  of  the  people 
outside? — Yes.  I was  speaking  to  Mr.  Thompson, 
who  resides  outside,  and  he  is  foi*  the  enlarged  area, 
and  the  improvement  of  the  town.  The  sanitary  part 
of  the  business  is  the  most  important,  and  it  is  the 
worst  conducted  town  I know  of. 

155.  In  the  way  of  water  supply? — In  the  way  of 


everything.  I asked  Mr.  Thompson  was  he  for  the  « 
tension  of  two  miles  and  he  said  he  was,  his  property  i- 
at  present  subdivided.  ' • ' 

15G.  Is  your  property  within  the  electoral  division! 
— Yes,  it  is  within  a mile  of  the  town . 

157.  Have  you  ever  any  opportunity  of  gathering 
the  feeling  of  the  ratepayers  on  the  subject  1— No  not 
much. 

158.  Do  you  think  if  you  had  this  enlarged  area  von 

would  apply  for  a separation  from  the  Grand  Jury!-. 
No,  I would  ho  against  that,  I would  be  for  applying 
the  profits  from  the  town  to  the  small  roads  we  Live 
at  present  to  deal  with. 


159.  Do  you  consider  you  get  advantages  commen- 
surate with  the  money  you  pay  to  the  Grand  Jury?— 
No,  it  is  very  hard  to  get  the  Grand  Jury  to  do  any- 
thing  for  the  town,  even  the  sewers  are  not  attended 
to,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  I got  a presentment 
passed  at  the  sessions,  hut  the  Grand  Jury  threw  it 
out,  they  refused  to  make  a little  sewer  to  carry  off  the 
surface  water,  that  is  in  the  case  of  a new  row  of 
houses  by  the  church. 

1G0.  Are  there  fairs  and  markets  held  in  the  town! 
— Yes,  regularly. 

161.  In  the  streets  of  the  town? — No,  the  fairs  are 
held  on  the  fair  green,  but  the  cattle  are  on  the  streets 
and  the  pigs  and  turf. 

162.  And  are  the  streets  in  a bad  condition  with 
them  in  consequence  ? — Yes,  the  Commissioners  keep 
them  clean  hut  there  is  a great  want  of  dust-bins,  and 
proper  accommodation  to  the  small  houses,  I found 
that  out  of  3,000  inhabitants  2,000  were  without  any 
privy  accommodation  whatever. 

163.  And  all  these  improvements  would  be  carried 
out  by  the  Commissioners  in  time  ? — Yes,  I attribute 
the  bad  fevers  wo  had  here  to  the  had  privy  accom- 
modation. 


Mr.  James  Beady  examined. 


164.  You  are  an  engineer  and  you  are  borough 
surveyor  ? — Yes. 

1 65.  You  are  in  favour  of  extension  of  the  boundary? 
—Yes. 

166.  This  two  mile  extension? — Yes. 

167.  Have  you  gone  into  any  calculation  on  the 
subject? — No. 

168.  Have  you  heard  Mr.  Gannon’s  estimate  ? — Yes, 
he  is  quite  correct. 

169.  You  consider  that  the  sanitary  matters  would 
be  better  managed  in  the  hands  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners ? — I do. 

170.  You  are  not  aware  whether  the  two  miles  radius 
would  bring  you  up  to  the  statutory  limit  ? — No. 

171.  'Would  you  see  any  objection  to  leaving  out 


portions  of  the  electoral  division  to  the  north-east  ?— 
No,  I think  they  might  bo  loft  out  without  incon- 
venience to  the  town,  I think  Mynelmll  is  so  close  to 
the  town  it  should  be  included. 

172.  Are  you  aware  whether  Lord  Farnham  and 
Mr  Saunderson  would  have  any  objection  to  this  exten- 
sion ?— No,  I think  not,  with  respect  to  the  making  of 
the  roads  I think  the  town  does  not  get  anything like  a 
fair  proportion  of  the  rates  assessed  on  it.  It  is  a personal 
compliment  almost  to  get  a sower  made  or  anything 
like  that. 

173.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  to 
have  command  of  the  roads  ? — If  they  get  this  two  miles 
extension  I do. 


Mr.  J.  D.  Gkeee  examined. 

174.  Yon  are  clerk  of  Cavan  union  ? — Yes.  Sanitary  Authority? — I don’t  know,  the  question  has 

175.  Do  you  know  would  the  Board  of  Guardians  never  been  before  them. 

have  any  objection  to  the  Commissioners  getting  this  The  inquiry  then  terminated. 
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CLONMEL— 26tii  MAY,  1879. 
(Before  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton  and  Mr.  Robinson.) 


Clonmel.  ; 
May  20,  1879; 


Mr.  J oiin  Thomas  Luther  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  the  Town  Clerk  of 
Clonmel? — Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  occupied  the  position  of  Town 
Clerk?— Twenty-two  years. 

3.  The  town  of  Clonmel  is  under  the  third  and 
fourth  of  Victoria? — It  is  under  the  second  clause  of 
the  third  and  fouith  of  Victoria  as  amended,  and  we 
have  also  adopted  the  Towns  Improvement  Act. 

i.  When  did  you  adopt  that  Act  ? — In  1855  ; on 
the  15th  of  October,  1855. 

5.  Was  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  adopted 
wholly  or  in  part? — In  its  entirety. 

C.  What  is  the  present  area  of  the  borough  ? — The 
present  area  of  the  borough  is  331a. 

7.  And  the  population? — According  to  the  last 
census  it  was  10,112. 

8.  Then  there  has  been  a diminution  since  the 
previous  census  of  18G1  ? — Yes. 

9.  Is  it  increasing  or  diminishing  now? — I don’t 
think  I could  give  you  any  accurate  information  on 
that  point.  The  diminution  has  been  since  1861.  It 
was  then  over  11,000,  and  in  1871  it  was  10,112. 

10.  What  is  the  present  valuation  ? — .£15,325  5s. 

11.  There  are  two  wards? — Yes  j east  and  west. 
The  east  ward  valuation  is  £8,362  10s. 

12.  And  the  west  ward  ? — £6,962  15s. 

13.  Can  you  tell  me  the  number  of  ratepayers  in 
each  ward  ? — I can,  in  a minute.  Do  you  mean  muni- 
cipal voters? 

14.  Yes,  municipal  voters? — I can  tell  you  that  in 
a minute.  The  major  says  that  it  might  be  assumed 
that  the  valuation  is  increasing,  inasmuch  as  there 
is  no  unoccupied  house  in  Clonmel  at  the  present 
time. 

15.  What  is  the  number  of  councillors  ? — Twenty- 
four.  Six  aldermen  and  eighteen  councillors.  Three 
aldermen  to  each  ward. 

16.  And  how  many  councillors  1 — Niue  to  each 
ward. 

17.  In  what  electoral  division  is  Clonmel  ? — I stated 
in  my  answers  to  your  queries  that  it  was  in  the 
electoral  division  of  Clonmel.  I wish  to  correct  that. 
There  is  a small  portion  also  in  lire  electoral  division 
of  St.  Mary’s. 

18.  Please,  to  alter  that  query  and  make  it  correct? 
—Yes. 


19.  How  much  of  the  borough  is  in  the  electoral 
division  of  St  Mary’s?— £724  is  in  St  Mary’s.  That 
is  in  the  eastern  division  £645  15s. 

20.  Do  you  mean  the  east  ward? — Well,  I don’t 
The  portion  of  St.  Mary’s,  in  the  borough  of  Clonmel, 
has  a valuation  of  £724.  Now  I will  tell  you  what  it 
is  composed  of.  Of  the  eastern  division  £645  15s., 
and  the  western  £78  5s. 

21.  What  is  the  eastern  division? — The  poor  law 
authorities  divide,  for  the  purposes  of  collection,  the 
electoral  division  of  Clonmel  into  Clonmel  east  and 
Llomnel  west.  Clonmel  east  and  St.  Mary’s  is 

oo  and  Clonmel  west  is  £78  5s. 

- Ii1'  ^ ^vision  between  east  and  west,  the  same 
as  the  division  between  the  east  and  west  wards  ? — 
~ 0 > ^ ® It  is  done  merely  for  collection  puv- 
i'0^  is  merely  a local  arrangement. 

, ~ ‘ There  are  no  such  things  as  eastern  and  western 
electors  divisions?— It  is  a sub-distribution.  The 
whole  is  £724. 


WateiriM tdS’S  "*  «•»*  « 

-5.  How  much  of  the  borough  of  Clonmel  is  in  the 
Snt is  IgT^0111  ^~£724  of  valuatiou>  aad  the 
26.  Of  St.  Mary’s,  and  the  rest  is  altogether  in  the 


electoral  division  of  Clonmel  ?— Yes ; the  rest  is  in  the 
electoral  division  of  Clonmel.  There  is  £14,601  5s. 
in  Clonmel — in  the  county  Tipperary  portion  of  the 
Clonmel  electoral  division  ; and  £724  in  the  county 
Waterford  portion  of  the  Clonmel  electoral  division. 

27.  Can  you  tell  me  what  the  rates  have  been  for 
the  last  five  years  ? — Yes ; they  are  as  follows : — 


IS78,  . 

Municipal, 
s.  </. 

1 4* 

Poor  Law. 
s.  d. 

3 G 

County. 
s.  d. 

1 10 

1877,  . 

1 4 

2 9 

1 Pi 

1876,  . 

1 4 

3 3 

i iii 

1875,  . 

1 4 

3 8 

2 2 

1874,  . 

l 4 

3 10 

1 7 

* And 

a Towns  Improvement  rate  of  4 d 

28.  How  is  the  town  of  Clonmel  supplied  with 
water  ? — By  pumps. 

29.  Has  there  ever  been  any  project  for  increasing 
the  water  supply  ? — The  matter  was  mooted  from  time 
to  time  before  the  Corporation,  but  they  thought  they 
had  not  sufficient  powers  at  the  time  without  getting 
a special  Act.  to  procure  it,  and  I don’t  think  there 
was  unanimity  on  the  subject,  and  it  was  apprehended 
that  the  expenditure  would  he  very  great. 

30.  Is  there  any  complaint  of  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  present  water  supply? — Some  of  the 
pumps  are  indifferent,  and  we  have  had  them  analysed 
and  the  water  has  been  found  to  he  good.  The  water 
is  excessively  hard.  It  is  very  suitable  for  strong 
people  with  plenty  of  lime  in  it,  and  they  say  that 
accounts  for  the  extreme  erectness  of  the  children,  hut 
old  people  and  those  who  are  of  a gouty  and  rheumatic 
habit  sutler  very  much. 

31.  Is  there  any  project  suggested  for  a new  supply 
of  water? — It  was  mooted  that  the  water  might  be  had 
easily  from  the  county  Waterford  side  lying  in  the 
red  sandstone.  It  is  excessively  soft  and  fine  quality 
of  water,  and  wc  had  it  analysed  by  Professor  Cameron 
hist  year  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  whether  the  water 
would  be  suitable  for  the  imrposo  of  supplying  the 
town,  and  he  said  it  was  pure  and  soft  and  most  suit- 
able for  every  purpose.  Besides  that  there  is  great 
elevation  which  would  give  high  pressure,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  coming  from  the  mountains  we  could  send 
it  100  feet.  There  was  an  estimate  made  by  the 
county  surveyor  with  the  view  of  obtaining  a supply 
from  the  wilderness,  hut  that  water  is  objectionable 
on  the  ground  of  its  hardness  it  being  spring  water, 
and  besides  that  the  barrack  authorities  informed  me 
when  I made  application  to  them  to  contribute  towards 
the  expense.  Major  Barton,  the  engineer  officer,  in 
charge  of  the  department,  did  not  think  it  would  lie  a 
desirable  scheme,  inasmuch  as  they  had  endeavoured  to 
get  water  from  the  wilderness,  and  they  could  not  get 
high  pressure.  It  would  only  give  a pressure  of  thirty 
feet. 

32.  Has  there  been  any  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the 
water  supply  in  the  county  Waterford? — No ; all 
these  schemes  have  been  mex-ely  in  embryo  and  lay 
by  until  the  Public  Health  Act  was  passed,  and  since 
then  the  Corporation  have  put  other  matters  in  pro- 
gress ; but  the  question  of  a water  supply  has  not  yet 
been  entertained.  Some  years  ago  Mr.  Edward  Bird 
brought  forward  a scheme  before  the  Corporation,  but 
we  had  not  sufficient  power  at  the  time  to  proceed 
without  going  to  Parliament.  It  suggests  itself  to  me 
that  one  of  the  reasons  that  very  likely  struck  the 
Council  was  that  they  were  deterred  by  the  smallness 
of  their  area  for  taxation.  I thiuk  they  would  have 
earned  out  some  of  those  works,  but.  that  the  area  of 
taxation  is  too  limited  to  incur  expense,  such  as  the 
procurement  of  a high  pressure  water  supply  is  likely 


Mr.  Jolxn  T. 
Luther. 
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to  entail ; but  that  if  we  had  a more  extended  area 
there  would  be  some  inducement  to  embark  on  such 
undertakings. 

33.  Do  you  think  if  the  area  of  taxation  was  ex- 
tended it  would  lead  to  the  taking  up  of  such  a scheme  ? 
— I think  very  likely  it  would. 

34.  How  is  the  town  lighted  ? — With  gas.  There 
is  one  company  in  Clonmel  at  present ; there  were  two. 
The  present  company — the  Clonmel  Gas  Consumers 
Company — bought  up  the  old  company. 

35.  Is  the  public  lighting  at  so  much  per  lamp  1 — 
We  are  now  supplied  at  the  rate  of  6s.  a thousand  feet 
for  the  public  lighting,  and  6s.  for  the  private  lighting. 
It  is  on  the  basis  of  that  that  we  are  supplied  at  so 
much  per  public  lamp  per  month.  That  was  struck 
upon  the  basis  of  6s.  per  thousand  feet. 

36.  There  is  an  agreement  between  the  Corporation 
and  the  Gas  Company  ? — Yes  ; the  agreement  is  so 
much  per  lamp  per  month. 

37.  How  much  does  that  amount  to? — It  amounts 
to  £635. 


38.  And  how  many  lamps  have  you  1 — We  have 
157  lamps  in  winter,  and  50  lamps  in  summer. 

39.  That  was  for  four  months? — Yes;  we  have 
157  for  eight  months,  and  50  lamps  for  four  months — 
for  May,  June,  July,  and  August. 

40.  How  is  Clonmel  off  in  the  way  of  sewerage  ? — 
As  regards  sewerage  the  town  is  fairly  off  with  respect 
to  some  of  the  streets,  but  it  is  very  indifferently  off 
as  regards  others  ; but  as  regards  sanitation,  since  we 
acquired  powers  under  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1874, 
as  far  as  the  Corporation  were  capable  of  putting  them 
in  force,  they  have  exercised  them  with  very  consider- 
able diligence  ; but  there  was  considerable  difficulty 
in  consequence  of  a conflict  between  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  Waterford,  and 
the  Grand  Jury  of  the  eouuty  of  Tipperary.  We  were 
not  in  a position  to  open  up  streets,  because  they  were 
in  the  hands  of  contractors  to  the  Grand  Jury,  and 
we  would  be  liable  to  be  summoned  for  trespass ; and 
that  was  one  of  the  things  that  moved  the  Corporation 
so  strongly  to  apply  for  the  separation  of  the  borough 
from  the  county  which  is  now  nearly  through  Parlia- 
ment. It  has  gone  through  the  House  of  Lords. 

41.  And  you  had  to  go  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  get  a provisional  order  for  the  separation 
of  the  borough  from  the  county  Waterford  and  the 
county  of  Tipperary  ?— Yes. 

42.  And  is  there  no  main  drainage  made  by  the 

Corporation  ? — Several  sewers  have  been  laid  down 

public  sewers. 

43.  They  all  run  into  the  river? — Yes,  as  a rale. 
In  the  Main-street  there  is  no  main  sewer  from  Bridge- 
street  up  to  the  west  gate.  That  is  owing  to  an 
engineering  difficulty.  That  is,  that  the  levels  are 
under  the  river.  The  levels  of  the  rest  of  the  houses 
in  the  Main-street  are  under  the  river,  or  below  the 
level  of  the  river. 

43.  The  underground  part  of  the  street  is  below  the 
level  of  the  river?— Yes;  accordingly  it  becomes 
flooded;  in  fact,  if  there  was  a sewer,  it  would  be 
umltrated  into  the  wells. 

44.  Whatever  main  drainage  there  is  is  to  the  river  ? 
— res  ; the  main  drainage  is  to  the  river. 

45.  Are  cesspools  common  in  the  town  ?— Cesspools, 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  are  only  a dernier  resort. 
When  you  can  lead  to  main  sewerage  you  are  bound 
to  do  so.  We  have  not  main  sewers  to  the  extent  that 
the  town  should  be  supplied  with  them.  There  was  a 
very  fine  sewer  in  Johnston-street. 

46.  Does  that  go  down  to  the  river?— Yes  ; from 
Dunoan-street  to  the  river. 

47.  Is  there  any  objection  from  any  of  the  riparian 

proprietors  to  the  drainage  going  into  the  river  ? I 

have  heard  of  such  a thing.  It  occurs  to  me  that 
Mr  Thomas  Grubb,  who  is  a miff  owner,  did  object 
to  the  sewer  running  into  his  tail-race.  He  is  the 
owner  of  a large  mill,  and  he  certainly  did  object, 
finding  the  whee1  of  his  mill  clogged  with  foul  matter 

48.  Ts  there  any  project  foi  the  main  drainage  of 


the  town  now  under  consideration  ? It  is  j , 

soon  as  we  have  had  the  separation  The  r"!  , as 
is  expected  about  the  1 5th  of  next  month  IT* 
tended  to  use  all  the  powers  of  the  Sanitary  Art  fo 
tl.e  purpoae  of  thoroughly  electing  the  'A 
Items  proper  towom  throughout  it_of  eou^JJ 
ilue  regard  to  economy.  "lt“a 

49.  Have  you  had  any  systematic  plan  of  t™1 
drainage  laid  dowii!_Theve  has  been  no  ulanrf!™ 
drainage  laid  do,.n  at  present  by  an  eXt,,*? 
drams  that  exist  appear  in  the  map  marSd  J SjJ* 
the  centre  of  the  streets.  You  can  sec  where 
sewer  is  in  any  particular  street  laid  down  nZ 
have  been  some  made  since  the  map  was  made. 

50.  Have  you  a borough  surveyor?— We  had 
borough  surveyor  who  was  also  the  county  surveyor 
but  only  for  one  purpose.  Formerly  the  county  W 
veyor  was  the  borough  surveyor  for  all  purposes,  but 
the  Grand  J ury  found  fault  and  stated  that  they  would 
insist  on  the  entire  of  the  duties  being  devoted  to  the 
discharge  of  the  county  business,  and  accordingly  he 
was  obliged  to  give  them  up,  but  he  obtained  permis- 
sion  from  the  Grand  Jury  to  act  as  borough  surveyor 
for  one  purpose,  and  that  was  in  respect  of  dangerous 
buildings.  It  was  necessary  that  a qualified  man 
should  certify  every  dangerous  building,  otherwise  we 
could  not  pull  them  down.  He  resigned  about  a year 
and  a half  ago,  Mr.  Worrell,  and  we  have  no  surveyor 
at  present. 


51.  If  you  are  going  to  lay  out  any  new  scheme  of 
sewerage  you  would  not  be  able  to  do  it  if  yon  had  no 
surveyor? — We  have  got  a gentleman  at  present  who 
is  engaged  just  now  on  designs  for  a new  Town  Hall, 
Mr.  Farrell.  He  is  preparing  plans.  He  is  thoroughly 
qualified,  and  I dare  say  that  probably  if  it  were  con- 
sidered expedient  to  immediately  prepare  such  a 
scheme,  it  would  probably  go  into  his  hands  the  same 
as  the  Town  Hall. 

52.  But  at  present  you  have  no  regular  surveyor 
engaged? — None  whatevev. 

53.  Are  you  aware  that  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  you  are  bound  to  have  a map  showing  all  the 
sewers  in  the  town,  and  which  must  be  kept  up,  and 
whenever  a new  sewer  is  made  it  must  be  indicated  on 
the  map? — I am  aware  of  that. 

54.  Gan  you  do  that  without  a surveyor?— I am 
aware  that  we  are  bound  to  that  as  soon  as  we  get 
control  of  our  streets,  but  we  have  not  got  control  of 
our  streets  yet. 

55.  But  you  arc  bound  to  have  that  map  ?— There 
is  the  map,  and  there  is  the  sewerage  marked  on  it 

56.  Are  all  the  sowers  in  the  town  marked  on  that 
map  ? — All  with  the  exception  of  those  recently  added. 

57.  And  why  are  not  they  added? — I dare  say  they 
will  he  as  soon  as  we  get  a surveyor-. 

[The  Commissioner  then  read  the  section  of  the  Act 
requiring  the  keeping  of  the  map  with  the  new  sewers 
recorded  from  time  to  time]. 

58.  As  a matter  of  fact  you  are  not  keeping  that 
up  ? — Substantially  we  do  keep  it  up.  We  have  a 
number  of  sewers  marked  on  that. 

59.  Who  is  to  put  them  up  if  you  have  no  sur- 
veyor 1 — W e have  got  an  officer  who  may  be  called,  if  be 
is  not  in  fact  the  borough  surveyor.  He  is  inspector 
of  nuisances  and  inspector  of  the  town,  and  he  is 
thoroughly  conversant  with  every  sewer  in  the  town, 
and  he  is  in  a position  to  point  out,  when  anyone 
makes  an  application  on  the  subject,  the  existence  of  a 
sewer— in  the  cases  of  those  that  are  not  marked  on 
the  map. 

60.  And  why  rot  get  him  to  mark  the  new  sewers 
on  the  map  ? — Mr.  Brunicardi  is  not  a qualified  man. 

61.  Can  you  give  me  any  reason  why  you  dont 
appoint  a borough  surveyor? — It  is  for  this  reason— 
that  until  quite  recently  we  had  no  one  in  the  ^wn, 
unless  we  imported  some  one  who  was  qualified  to 
discharge  the  duties.  The  county  surveyor  wrote  a 
letter  stating  that  he  would  resign  his  position  as 
borough  surveyor,  which  was  as  you  will rememberfor 
one  purpose  only.  There  was  a discussion 
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whether  that  letter  ought  to  be  read  or  not,  and 
singular  to  say  the  negative  was  carried,  so  that  that 
letter  was  never  read,  but  he  has  never  aeted  since. 

(52.  The  county  surveyor  would  not  act  in  sewerage 

matters  1 He  would  not.  We  have  had  no  one  of 

responsible  position  in  town  until  within  the  last  few 
montlis,  when  Mr.  Farrell  came. 

G3.  Can  you  tell  me  what  were  the  most  recent 
sewers  made  in  the  town  ?— Mr.  Brunicardi  can  give 
you  evidence  with  respect  to  that  better  than  I can. 
A o-ood  many  sewers  I may  mention  have  been  made 
under  a peculiar  system.  They  have  been  done  by 
the  Grand  Jury,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  they  have 
been  absolutely  done  under  the  Corporation,  for  the 
Corporation  in  some  way  became  the  contractor  by 
one  of  their  members  under  the  Grand  Jury,  and  the 
work  was  laid  out  and  the  money  was  expended  in 
that  way. 

64.  Are  you  alluding  to  drains  for  road  purposes  ox- 
sewerage  drains  proper  ? — Well,  I think  the  sewers  that 
I allude  to  are  actual  sewers  intended  for  main  drain- 
age and  not  merely  to  carry  off  the  sui'face  water. 

65.  And  the  county  presented  for  those? — Yes ; 
but  I think  that  the  legal  course,  for  the  measures 
latterly  passed  would  indicate  that  these  matters  were 
peculiai-ly  the  function  of  the  sanitary  xiuthority,  and 
I don’t  think,  even  if  we  had  not  applied  for  a separa- 
tion, that  we  wotild  have  got  much  more  of  it — in  fact 
the  county  siu-veyor  stated  that  he  did  not  believe  it 
was  legal. 

66.  Was  your  application  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  be  separated  from  the  Grand  Jui-y  made 
with  their  assent? — Oh,  yes.  We  afterwards  had  to 
go  up  before  the  Grand  Jury  and  apply  for  tlioir  con- 
sent. 

67.  And  they  agreed  ? — Oh,  yes  5 both  Grand  Juries 
agreed  unanimously — Tippei-ai-y  and  Watex-fox-d. 

68.  With  i-eference  to  the  question  of  an  extension 
of  the  boundary  you  say  in  your  x-eplies  to  the  queries 
that  the  Coi-poration  ax-e  unanimous  in  desii-ing  an  ex- 
tension of  the  boundax-y  ? — Yes.  I can  px-odneo  the 
nximxtes  with  reference  to  that. 

69.  You  do  ? What  date  was  a result  ax-iived  at  ? 
—On  the  9th  of  May.  The  minutes  on  the  subject 
state  that : — 

“ The  Town  Clerk  stated  that  tlxc  Borough  Boundary 
Committee,  as  directed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council, 
again  took  into  consideration  the  subject  of  the  extension  of 
the  borough  boundary,  with  the  view  of  aseertaiixing  if  it 
was  advisable  to  increase  the  area  of  the  box-ough  by  a 
lesser  extent  than  that  rccomnxeixded  by  the  Committee  in 
their  report  of  the  28th  of  March,  1877,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee having  had  the  subject  before  them  at  scvcx-al  meet- 
ings, and  having  devoted  much  time  and  attention  to  the 
matter,  on  the  28tli  of  Api-il  last  finally  made  the  following 
report ‘ At  a meeting  of  the  Borough  Boundary  Com- 
mittee  held  in  the  Judges’  Chamber  of  the  Court-house,  011 
s rt  1879,  Alderman  Woods,  j.f.,  in  the  chair, 

the  Committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  proposed 
extension  of  the  municipal  boundary  as  marked  on  the  map 
taking  in  the  old  bridge.’  ” 

We  will  have  the  map  for  you  to  refer  to. 

70.  How  many  councillors  and  aldeimen  attended  ? 
Fifteen  out  of  the  twenty-four. 

71.  They  were  unanimous  ? — They  were. 

Do  you  know  any  gentleman  who  was  not  pre- 
thafc  oce^ion  ?— I do  not.  I have  no  reason 
> believe  there  is  any  difference  whatsoevei-,  because 
of  them1^61  ^6ar^  any  exPression  of  dissent  from  any 


' Describe,  please,  in  such  a way  as  we  can  put 
will  jf  w^at  is  the  extension  proposed?  W 
• take  the  extension  on  the  north  side  of  tl 
, tin  the  north  side  of  the  river  you  propose  1 
extend  the  boundary  to  the  townland  of  Mohenmea 
— Vlmte  so,  but  not  taking  it  in. 
tliJtl;?116110?  north  to  the  railway,  and  thence  alor 
the  tv,  If7  northern  side  of  the  railway  1 

thetownW  of  Ardgeeha  ? — Quite  correct. 

• Thence  by  the  townland  boundary  to  the  towj 


land  of  Gortmaloguc,  and  thence  south  to  the  west  Clonmel. 
end  of  More  Island  ? — Quite  so.  May  211,  ism. 

76.  Thence  along  the  county  boundai-y  to  the  town- 
land  of  Oldbridge,  and  then  you  take  in  a poi-tion  of  Luther 
Glebe? — Yes. 


77.  And  tlienco  along  the  boundary  of  the  town- 
land  of  Raheen  and  the  townland  of  Ci-oanloher? — 
— Yes  ; and  then  you  come  back  to  tlie  original  point. 

78.  Will  you  give  me  tlxe  amount  of  the  incx-ease  of 
the  ai-ea  on  the  north  side? — I fear  I cannot  give 
you  that. 

79.  Can  yon  give  me  the  increased  area  altogether  ? 
— I can  give  it  to  you  in  the  county  Tipperary.  I can 
give  it  to  yon  in  the  valuation.  In  tlxe  county  Tip- 
perary the  increase  is  .£1,485  16s.  Iff.,  and  in  the 
county  Watex-foi-d,  £1,162  8s.  ; total,  £2,648  4s. 

80.  Talcing  a centx-al  point  of  the  town  of  Clonmel, 
lxow  far  woxxld  that  extension  stretch  in  a noi-tbem 
directum  ? — I cannot  say  that.  Y ou  can  get  that  frotn 
Mr.  Brunicardi. 

81.  How  many  gentlemen’s  places  would  be  taken 
in  by  that  extexxsion? — Thei-e  would  be  fx-om  fifteen 
to  twenty  on  the  south  side,  and  I would  say  about 
xis  many  as  that  on  the  north  side.  Fx-om  fifteen  to 
twenty  villa  residences  on  the  soxxth  side. 

82.  And  lxow  many  on  the  nox-them  side? — About 
the  same ; all  Px-ior  Park,  but  that  is  a subxu-ban 
terrace. 

83.  What  have  you  to  say  about 'the  old  bvidge  or 
to  the  reason  for  taking  that  in  ? — Tlxe  reason  is  this  : 
that  it  is  a most  unsanitax-y  place,  and  the  whole  of  the 
people  down  there  ai-e  extremely  poor,  and  the  Council 
were  not  at  all  impressed  with  the  idea  of  taking  them 
in  on  grounds  of  economy,  but  on  reflection  they  thought 
they  should  do  so.  Our  shex-iff,  who  is  on  the  com- 
mittee, considered  that  we  should  not  be  allowed  to 
take  in  tlxe  good  bits  axid  leave  out  the  bad  ones,  and 
on  principle  thought  that  we  should  take  them  in  for 
the  pm-pose  of  preventing  disease  or  pestilence  arising 
there  spreading  tlu-ougli  tlxe  valuable  portion  of  the 
town.  For  these  reasons  it  was  thought  we  should 
take  that  part  in,  put  it  into  a perfectly  sanitary  con- 
dition, using  the  powex-s  we  possess  as  to  improve- 
ment, &.C.,  under  the  Act  regulating  artisans’  dwell- 
ings, and  so  on,  and  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

84.  The  Artisans’  Dwellings  Act  requires  a popu- 

lation of  25,000  ?— Well,  I am  alluding  to  the 
Labourers’  Cottages  Act.  . 

85.  Because,  I think,  there  ax-e  only  three  towns  in 
Ireland  that  are  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the  pro- 
visions of  that  Act?— There  was  another  reason,  too, 
that  formed  a poi-tion  of  the  ai-gument  of  the  shei-ifi 
when  suggesting  this  taking  in  of  the  old  bx-idge ; it 
was  this,  that  the  property  of  the  Corporation,  or  the 
bulk  of  it,  is  at  the  south  side  and  touching  the  old 
bridge,  and  a great  number  of  the  tenantxy  of  the 
Coi-poration — many  of  them  live  at  the  old  bx-idge,  and 
are  connected  with  the  old  bridge — we  receive  head- 
rents  out  of  them. 

86.  What  advantage  would  it  be  to  them  that  that 
should  be  part  of  the  borough  l— Simply  to  keep  it  in 
a proper  sanitary  condition,  so  that  the  rest  of  the 
borough  should  not  be  affected  injtu-iously  by  it  in  the 
event  of  sickness. 

87.  But  surely  that  would  apply  whether  they  were 
tenants  or  not? — The  Coi-poration  thought  that,  as 
paternal  landlords,  they  should  have  tlieir  tenants  in 
a proper  sanitary  condition. 

88.  Would  the  extension  on  the  south  side  extend 
into  any  new  electoral  division  besides  St.  Mary  s ? I 
am  certain  it  would  not,  for  this  reason,  that  I find, 
on  looking  into  the  cei-tificate  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Union,  that  that  only  goes  into  the  old  bridge. 

89.  I see  that  the  line  you  have  given  me  there 
extends  into  the  townland  of  Garryshane  on  the  north 
side? — Very  slightly. 

90.  But  it  does  go  into  it? — Yes. 

91.  And  that  townland  is  not  in  the  electoral 


division  of  Clonmel  ? — I don’t  think  it  is.  _ 

92.  What  I want  to  know  is,  is  there  any  particular 
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reason  for  including  that  townland — the  townland  of 
Garryshane? — When  making  out  the  contemplated 
extension,  directions  were  taken  from  the  report  of 
the  Committee,  to  start  from  a point — that  is  from 
the  northernmost  fence  of  the  railway,  to  a point 
nearly  opposite  the  western  extremity  of  the  lunatic 
asylum,  and  to  follow  it,  but  he  found  that  that  would 
be  highly  inconvenient,  because  you  would  be  going 
through  tenemental  boundaries. 

93.  I want  to  know  is  thei-e  any  special  reason  for 
going  out  of  our  way  to  include  a portion  of  that 
electoral  division  ? — I don’t  think  there  is,  except  that 
I think  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  uniformity  that  that 
was  done,  because  if  we  had  adopted  the  bolder  of 
Gortmalogue  townland  it  would  have  been  very  zig- 
zag. 

94.  There  is  no  other  reason? — I don’t  think  there 
is. 

95.  Can  you  tell  me  how  many  additional  municipal 
voters  would  be  created  by  this  extension  ? — I was  not 
prepared  for  that  question. 

96.  Will  you  be  able  to  get  that  information  for  us  ? 
— I think  I would ; T can  ascertain  that  for  you. 

97.  I would  like  you  to  ascertain  how  many  addi- 
tional voters  would  be  created  by  the  extension,  and 
how  many  of  them  would  be  qualified  for  the  position 
of  councillor  and  alderman — just  the  two  ratings? — 
Quite  so ; yon  shall  have  that  information. 

98.  With  regard  to  the  two  wards — have  the  Council 
considered  the  question  of  whether  it  was  desirable  in 
any  way  to  alter  the  extent  of  the  wards  ? — Well,  I 
think  it  appeared  to  them  that  there  was  no  necessity. 

99.  Do  you  think  there  is? — I do  not;  I think  the 
present  arrangement  is  very  satisfactory. 

100.  There  is  no  dissatisfaction  about  it? — No. 

101.  Did  the  Council  consider  in  laying  down  this 
extension,  how  they  would  deal  with  it  as  regards  the 
wards?  How  they  would  distribute  the  new  area 
among  the  wards  1 — I don’t  think  that  struck  them. 

102.  Would  they  create  new  wards?— That  never 
struck  the  Council.  The  point  never  struck  them  as 
to  whether  there  was  any  necessity  to  add  an  additional 
ward.  My  own  impression  is  that  they  would  prob- 
ably leave  things  as  they  are. 

103.  Surely,  the  new  ground,  if  it  is  brought  in, 
must  be  represented  ?— At  any  rate,  it  has  not  come 
on  for  discussion,  and  I have  not  been  able  to  collect 
the  sense  of  either  the  Council  or  the  Committee  on 
that  point,  for  they  have  not  discussed  it. 

104.  You  know  the  present  division  between  the 
two  wards  ? — I do. 

105.  What  would  you  suggest  yourself  in  dealing 
with  the  new  area,  if  it  is  brought  in  ?— On  conferring 
with  the  Sheriff,  he  tells  me — and  I dare  say  it  might 
meet  the  sense  of  the  rest  of  the  body— that  we  might 
dispose  of  the  increase  from  the  county  Tipperary  in 
the  East  and  West  wards,  and  create  a new  ward  of 
the  county  Waterford  portion. 

106.  That  is  your  opinion  ?— It  appears  to  me  to  be 
a reasonable  proposition ; but  there  has  been  no  op- 
portunity of  discussing  it. 

107.  Does  the  Corporation  or  do  you  know  the 
opinion  of  the  ratepayers  with  regard  to  this  exten- 
sion?—As  far  as  I can  judge,  the  matter  has,  I think, 
been  under  discussion  since  so  far  back  as  1877. 

108.  Has  anything  that  has  taken  place  with  re- 
ference to  this  question  been  extensively  considered 
outside  the  Corporation  ?— There  has  been  no  rate- 
payers meeting ; but  I have  had  an  opportunity  of 
freely  speaking  with  the  people,  and  they  seem  to  con- 
sider that,  whatever  the  Corporation  in  their  wisdom 
think  is  right,  that  it  should  be  acquiesced  in,  as  they 
are  the  representatives  of  the  people;  and  they  also 
think  that  it  is  feasible  and  just  that  all  the  good 
villa  residents  and  the  suburban  residents  in  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood  of  the  town,  all  of  whom  de- 
rive nearly  the  entire  of  the  advantages  of  the  town— 
the  shops,  markets,  lighting,  and  everything  of  that 
kind— that  they  should  contribute  fairly  to  the  taxa- 
tion of  the  to  wn.  I have  had  an  opportunity  of  speak- 


ing to  one  of  the  principal  gentlemen  who  would  U 
moat  heavily  affected  by  the  change,  and,  not.iftiJ 
mg  that,  he  would  be  m favour  of  it ; Mr  Favle 
sidering  that  it  is  a reasonable  thing  to  extend' 7u 
boimdaryto  that  which  really  is  a portic  o?  £ 

109.  That  is  the  opinion  of  the  ratepayers  eenenllr 

that  is  what  I want  to  get  ? — I have  not  clearly-  beeti 

able  to  collect  the  opinions  of  great  numbers  • but  I 
have  heard  it  assented  to  and  considered  proper  and  I 
have  heard  nothing  against  it. 

110.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  the  gentlemen 
who  woidd  be  taken  in  ?— The  gentlemen  who  are 
taken  in,  as  a rule,  do  object ; but,  Mr.  Favle  ^ j 
have  tolcl  you,  does  not  object. 

111.  But  you  think  some  others  do?— I think  it 
would  he  impossible  to  get  perfect  unanimity  in  a 
matter  of  the  kind.  For  instance,  the  gentlemen  pre- 
sent who  occupy  villa  residences— I am  sure  they  don't 
care  about  the  sanitation  of  Clonmel  or  any  other 
place. 

112.  Does  your  Provisional  Order  deal  with  any 
question  of  a proposed  extension  at  all  ? — No,  sir,  it 
does  not.  The  committee  that  considered  the  matter 
thought  it  was  quite  right  that  they  should  contract 
the  scope  of  their  inquiry  into  the  matter,  and  they 
prepared  themselves,  and  they  ascertained  from  the 
proper  authorities  what  would  be  the  cost  of  the  road- 
ways within  the  proposed  extension,  and  I am  pre- 
pared to  give  evidence  upon  that  point. 

113.  And  they  are  quite  prepared  to  deal  with  it? 
— Yes.  In  the  county  of  Tipperary  there  would  he  an 
addition  of  1,07 4 perches  of  roadway. 

114.  Outside  the  present  boundary? — Yes;  and  in 
the  county  of  Waterford  you  would  have  an  addition 
of  7S8  perches.  We  ascertained  what  the  probable 
expense  would  be  of  maintaining  those  roads,  and  we 
found  that  wc  could  maintain  the  roads  in  the  county 
Tipperary  at  Is.  lid.  per  perch.  The  particulars  of 
these  in  perches  and  the  amount  of  the  proposed  price, 
I have  before  me,  and  I can  furnish  you  with  these 
details.  We  allowed  very  heavily  on  some  of  the 
roads. 

115.  Who  had  the  committee  to  advise  theminthis 
matter  ? — Mr.  Timothy  Bearey,  who  is  one  of  the  as- 
sistants to  the  County  Surveyor.  I will  read  you  his 
report  if  you  wish. 

116.  What  is  the  scope  of  his  report  !— He  has 

allowed  an  ample  price  for  the  county  Tipperary  por- 
tion, with  which  he  is  intimately  acquainted,  as  those 
roads  are  under  his  charge,  and  he  feds  certain  that  in 
a few  years  the  cost  of  maintaining  those  roads  will  be 
lessened  by  some  thirty-five  or  forty  per  cent.  As  re- 
gards the  county  Waterford,  he  has  put  a price  that 
will  certainly  also  allow  generally  sufficient  for  surface 
and  sanitary  purposes.  Ill  money,  I may  mention  that 
the  maintenance  of  the  county  Tipperary  roads  woul 
be  £82  0s.  8 d.,  and  the  county  Waterford  would  be 
£74  19s.  , _ 

117.  What  would  you  have  to  meet  that?  iou 
would  have  the  taxable  area. 

118.  How  much  does  that  come  to  upon  the  valua- 

tion ? — I have  not  the  calculation  with  me ; but,  at  any 
rate,  at  3s.  in  the  pound— that  is  including  county-ass 
purposes  and  municipal  purposes — it  leaves  a rg 
margin  over.  That  is,  after  our  own  municipal  pu 
poses  have  been  provided  for.  I have  not  the  ex 
calculation,  but  I can  give  it  to  you.  , 

The  Mayor. — I wish  to  ask  the  Town  Clerk-— 
estimate  the  cost  of  lighting  in  the  extende 
-I  did  not;,  for  this  reason-tbat  I though*®** 
that  would  be  subsequent  work  after  the  ex 
was  made ; and  also  for  this  reason  that  we  are  q 
satisfied  from  our  knowledge  of  the  requireme11 • 
the  borough  as  it  is  at  present  that  it  woul  J* 
possible  for  us  to  carry  it  on  in  the  extend  ^ 
there  are  no  engineering  difficulties  m the 
supplying  it  with  either  water  or  gas. 

120.  And  the  Committee  did  oontempl^ 
supply  of  water  and  gas  to  this  extended  aiea 
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c„ntempl»te  * reasonable  supply;  they  do  not  con- 
template  an  ejt.avagant  supply,  they  do  not  consoler 
2 it  should  be  -supplied  as  the  principal  ar  te.aes  of 
the  town  ate  supplied,  but  that  they  should  be  given 
fiasonable  supply,  and  they  consider  that  with  proper 
discretion  on  the  part  of  the  council,  that  it  should  not 
Le  laid  down  as  a hard  and  fast  line  that  the  people 
would  be  like,  as  at  present  those  are  who  are  in  the 
municipal  district  and  under  the  control  of  the 

municipal^bodyid  ^ Cljcuiate  the  number  of  lamps 
required1!— They  did  not.  They  considered  that  that 
was  a proper  matter  to  be  considered  afterwards  by  the 
Council  when  we  get  the  extension,  hut  they  did  not 
consider  that  you  as  Commissioners,  or  Parliament 
afterwards,  would  oblige  the  municipal  body  to  light 
the  suburban  roads  to  the  same  extent  as  the  principal 
thoroughfares  of  the  town— that  is  judging  by  your 
experience  of  other  towns. 

122  We  put  no  terms  upon  any  extension  that  we 
reeominend  nor  anything  of  that  kind.  You  will  be 
governed  by  the  law,  whatever  it  is? — The  Committee 
were  unanimous  on  the  subject,  and  they  were  perfectly 
satisfied  to  take  the  responsibility  of  everything  they 
contemplate,  and  also  of  what  they  have  done  in  the 
past.  We  are  even  now  giving  the  ratepayers  the 
benefit  of  seven  lamps  outside  the  borough  boundary  ; 
at  present  we  are  giving  them  that  which  we  procured 
for  them  through  the  kindness  of  the  Gas  Company. 
We  Lave  nine  additional  lamps,  and  we  are  lighting 
seven  of  them  outside  the  borough  boundary. 

123.  Is  the  railway  station  at  present  within  the 
boundary?— No,  sir  ; it  is  outside. 

124.  It  would  he  included  within  the  proposed 


extension? — Yes. 

125.  Have  you  any  by-laws  regulating  the  hackney 
cars? — No,  there  are  very  few;  in  fact  avo  have  no 
stands.  That  does  not  apply  as  it  does  in  Drogheda 
and  other  places.  In  the  first  instance,  to  apply  by- 
laws Ave  must  have  cars  that  ply  by  standings. 

126.  Would  it  be  an  advantage  that  the  municipal 
authority  should  have  the  control  of  the  cav  traffic — 
would  there  be  any  object  in  bringing  in  the  railway 
station  for  the  purpose  of  having  control  over  the  cars 
that  ply? — We  have  had  a complaint  from  the  barrack 
authorities  on  that  subject,  and  that  is  to  the  effect 
that  they  consider  the  charge  for  driving  from  here  up 
to  the  railway  station — about  half  a mile  or  a quarter 
of  a mile— that  2s.  that  they  have  to  pay  for  it  is 
excessive.  I dare  say  that  as  a rale  the  driver  acts 
independently  of  the  employer,  and  that  the  driver 
frequently  gets  fully  as  much  as  the  employer — Is.  for 
the  car  and  Is.  for  the  drivei-.  But  Ave  have  no  cars 
plying  on  hire. 

127.  The  railway  traffic  is  not  sufficient  to  cause  a 
regular  supply  of  ears  ? — It  is  not  sufficient. 

128.  Have  the  railway  company  expressed  their 
opinion  on  this  proposed  extension  at  all  ? — They  are 
a remarkably  silent  body.  I never  heard  from  them 
except  when,  they  write  to  say  that  their  lamp  is  out. 

129.  Do  they  know  that  two  miles  or  more  of  the 
hue  is  proposed  to  be  taken  into  the  borough  ? — I 
believe  they  read  the  papers,  and  these  placards  have 
been  put  up  at  the  railway. 

130.  Are  they  aware  that  the  alteration  proposed 
includes  about  two  miles  of  their  line  1 — They  are  per- 
fectly aware  of  it,  inasmuch  as  I informed  Mr.  Connell, 
the  station-master,  of  the  fact. 

13U  Is  there  anything  else  you  Avould  wish  to  add 
to  your  evidence  ? — I would  like  to  mention  in  con- 
nexion with  question  No.  4 in  the  queries — “Are  the 
municipal  and  poor  law  boundaries,  as  at  present 
arranged,  coterminous? — No;  all  the  townlands  that 


contribute  to  form  the  borough  are  divided,  a part  of  Clonmel. 
Avhich  is  within  and  part  Avithout  the  municipal  hotin-  '/«//  2«,  isj». 
dary.” 

132.  That  is  the  present  boundary? — Yes,  of  course.  Luther. 

With  inspect  to  No.  2.  I did  state,  I believe,  that 

each  of  the  Avavds  are  coterminous  uoav  Avith  those 
in  existence  for  Poor  Law  purposes.  I Avas  uuder  the 
impression  that  they  were,  and  Avhat  led  me  astray 
was  this,  as  regards  the  mere  local  division  of  the 
electoral  division  of  Clonmel. 

133.  But  are  there  any  Poor  LaAv  wards,  as  a matter 

of  fact  1 — There  are  no  Poor  Lhav  wards  in  existence 
for  Poor  LnAvpurposes,  but  there  are  eastern  and  western 
divisions  which  precisely  align  Avith  our  east  and  west 
wards.  Here  is  a copy  of  the  rate  book,  and  here  it 
is  described  as  the  eastern  division ; and  Avhat  com- 
pletely led  me  astray  Avas  their  own  hook,  and  they 
described  them  as  the  eastern  and  Avestern  electoral 
divisions,  and  anyone  Avould  assume 

134.  The  Clerk  of  the  Union  does  not  divide  them 
at  all  ? — Well,  I don’t  knoAv  about  that. 

135.  How  many  miles  of  roadway  would  he  taken 
in  by  the  extension? — You  Avill  got  that  better  from 
Mr.  Bearey.  At  present  Ave  have  about  1,074  and 
788  perches,  about  three  miles  of  roadway  ; hut  Mr. 

Bearey  Avill  give  you  that.  I think  any  evidence  that 
would  be  pertinent  to  the  queries  I have  noAV  given  it. 

136.  Is  there  anything  else  outside  those  queries 
that  you  Avish  to  mention  ? — I believe  you  asked  me 
Avliat  my  opinion  Avas  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  exten- 
sion ? 

137.  Yes? — I think  it  Avould  he  highly  desirable 
on  the  plainest  principles  of  equity  aud  justice. 

138.  The  Mayor. — Would  it  not  he  well  to  remark 
to  the  Commissioner,  that  it  is  very  desirable  as  regards 
the  fairs  and  such  matters,  that  the  station  should  he 
brought  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  borough  magis- 
trates ? — Certainly. 

139.  Because  there  are  disputes  arising ? — Frequent 
disputes  occur,  Avith  respect  to  pigs  particularly,  and 
matte  re  of  that  kind,  and  those  are  outside  the  juris- 
diction of  the  local  authority. 

140.  The  Commissioned— You  ave  talking  ol  the 
railway  station?— Yes.  Contracts  are  made  in  the 
toAvn  with  respect  to  these  matters  and  disputes  arise 
at  the  railway  station  when  loading,  and  yet  they 
avo  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the  borough  magis- 
trates and  it  Avould  ho  most  expedient  that  the  local 
authority  should  have  the  poAver  of  controlling  those 
contracts. 

141.  What  is  the  extent  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
magistrates,  could  they  adjudicate  on  cases  over  £2, 
for  those  contracts  are  generally  over  .£20  or  £40  ?— 

The  Mayor  has  a very  ancient  jurisdiction  on  fairs  and 
markets,  as  clerk  of  the  markets,  and  if  it  came  within 
his  purvieAV,  he  could  certainly  apply  a useful  juris- 
diction. . 

142.  Then  you  think  it  Avould  he  desirable  to  have 
the  railway  station  included  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
the  Mayor  control  on  those  fair  days,  .under  some 
Municipal  Act  1— He  derives  that  power  from  ancient 
usage  as  defined  in  the  charter,  aud  that  usage  has  now 
prevailed  up  to  the  present  time.  1 believe  he  and 
several  other  Mayors  had  some  doubts  in  their  minds 
as  to  the  propriety  of  that  usage — at  any  rate  the 
usage  still  continues. 

143.  Will  you  kindly  tell  me  the  number  of  bur- 
gesses ?— In  the  East  ward  they  are  155,  and  in  the 
West  ward  126— total  281. 

144.  And  you  will  find  out  for  me  the  number 
of  municipal  ratepayers  that  Avould  be  brought  in 
under  the  extension,  at  sometime  or  other?— Yes, 

I will  send  it  to  you  in  Dublin. 
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145.  You  are  Mayor  of  Clonmel  ? — I am.  I wish 
to  state  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  and  of  the 
Municipal  Council  that,  finding  unanimity  prevailing 
amongst  the  body,  I did  not  enter  my  practical 
dissent  from  the  line  proposed  to  be  adopted  by  them, 
nor  do  I at  present,  but  I wish  it  to  be  understood 
that  I do  not  believe  that  any  such  extension  of  the 
boundary  is  desirable  in  the  interests  of  the  rate- 
payers, for  the  reason  that  the  roadways  extend,  I 
believe,  four  or  five  miles — the  new  areas  taken  in — 
and  suppose  we  impose  a tax  of  3s.  in  the  pound, 
I think  it  would  be  impossible  for  11s,  taking  into 
account  the  extent  of  the  area,  to  maintain  those 
roads  and  light  them,  and  give  them  a proper  water 
supply  with  a valuation  of  not  more  than  .£2, GOO  at 
3s.  in  the  pound,  which  would  only  bring  in  an  in- 
come of  about  .£-100  a year.  I don’t  think  we  could 
maintain  the  roads,  light  them  aud  give  a water  sup- 
ply for  that  amount.  Therefore  I think  an  extension 
would  be  prejudicial  so  far  to  the  interests  of  the  exist- 
ing ratepayers  at  present.  From  another  point  of  view 
— that  the  sanitary  authority  is  the  Board  of  Guardians 
— they  have  charge  of  the  Old  Bridge,  that  portion  is 
contemplated  to  be  taken  in.  They  do  their  business 
fairly  in  a sanitary  point  of  view.  However  I think 
under  the  Municipal  CorurcrltlrcsanitationofOldBridge 
would  be  better  looked  after,  inasmuch  as  I think  the 
municipal  body  exercises  more  vigilance  and  enthus- 
iasm in  reference  to  sanitation,  than  do  the  Board  of 
Guardians. 

146.  Then  you  think  it  would  require  an  increase  in 
the  Towns  Improvement  rate  if  tills  addition  was  taken 
in?— Certainly. 

147.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  how  much 
additional  would  he  required  ? —I  have  not. 

148.  Yon  have  had  no  Towns  Improvement  rate 
except  in  1878 1 — Wo  had  one  last  year. 

149.  Was  it  put  on  for  any  special  purpose  ? — It 
was. 

150.  You  see  you  hadn’t  it  before? — Our  accounts 
got  into  arrears  with  our  hankers,  and  we  found  it 
necessary  to  put  on  a new  rate  of  -id.  in  the  pound. 

151.  Have  you  formed  any  idea  of  what  the  Towns 

Improvement  rate  would  have  to  he  increased  to  ? 

Ho ; but  I have  an  idea  of  how  for  £-100  a year  will 
go.  . 

152.  How  much . more  do  you  think  would  he  re- 
quired?— I asked  the  Committee  to  naiue  that.  Say 
there  are  four  miles  of  roads — how  many  lamps  would 
those  four  miles  require — and  they  would  not  conrc  to 
a conclusion  that  would  considerably  strengthen  us 
afterwards.  I think  the  lamps  outside  the  borough 
would  cost  £5  per  annum,  and  where  there  were  lamps 
outside  the  borough  £5  was  the  cost  of  laying  down 
mains,  and  so  on  ; and  you  must  meet  the  extra  labour 
placed  on  the  local  governing  body  by  this  extension. 

15  A Would  it  entail  new  salaries  ? — It  would  entail 
certainly  an  increase  of  salaries.  For  instance,  our 
town  inspector  would  have  about  twice  as  much  work 
to  do  as  he  has  at  present. 

154.  Do  you  contemplate  appointing  any  borough 
surveyor  ? — Certainly ; we  are  bound  to  have  a borough 
surveyor. 

155.  And  his  salary  would  be  the  same  whether 
you  had  an  extension  or  not  ? — I dare  say  it  would. 
Amy  man  we  appoint  we  must  pay,  I should  say,  a 
considerable  salary,  unless  we  can  get  the  services  of  a 
county  surveyor. 

1 5 6.  Mr.  Luther. — Do  you  think  is  it  a fact  that  the 
same  staff  as  we  have  now  employed  would  not  work 
the  extension  of  the  boundary  at  tho  same  time  as  the 
present  area  ? — It  would,  I think,  require  an  increase. 
In  fact,  we  have  no  staff  at  present. 

157.  Yon  have  no  borough  surveyor?— We  have  a 
town  inspector  and  two  sergeants. 


158.  Yes,  you  have  1 — Ami  tlia-e  is  a msdioil 

s r"ito7  offlcev- Th8  “ “ « 

a**-* 

HiO.  Then  would  you  not  want  to  have  a stiff  ) 
Certainly. 

161.  And  have  you  expressed  an  idea  that  t.l,o 

-f-rs*  ,,ev“  “‘T’”'  «*2k* 

163.  Ihe  Commissioner.— lVliat  staff  i» 

plated  wlieu  you  take  tliese  roads  up  from  tl,e  cornw 
—We  contemplate  lnmng  a staff  of  mon  for  lls 
tenance  of  the  streets,  and  homes,  and  stone-breakers 

103.  And  how  many  officers  besides  the  horon4 
surveyor?— It  would  increase  the  duties  of  our  k 
specter,  and  it  is  difficult  to  say  wlio  would  get  an 
increase  of  salary,  for  the  stuff  that  would  maintain 
six  miles  of  roadways  will  not  maintain  ten  miles.  I 
am  giving  you  now  the  opinion  that  I have  held  all 
through.  We  have  been  considering  the  subject  for 
the  these  past  two  yearn.  I wished  to  bring  the  Com- 
mittee to  details  and  particulars,  and  I could  never  do 
it,  and  I state  this  in  the  presence  of  the  Committee 
now.  They  would  never  make  estimates.  In  the  first 
place  they  had  an  estimate  made  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  roadways,  and  I asked  them  to  have  an  estimate 
made  as  to  the  cost  of  lighting,  and  I said  that  if  they 
got  twenty  lamps  it  would  cost  them  over  £100,  and 
they  would  not  do  that.  I asked  them  also  to  get  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  a water  supply,  aud  they  would 
not  do  either  one  or  the  other,  and  for  that  reason  I 
hold,  in  tho  absence  of  tho  estimates,  that  it  is  con- 
clusive that  it  was  to  a considerable  extent  a leap  in 
the  dark,  even  though,  as  Mr.  Luther  states,  the  Com- 
mittee are  prepared  to  take  the  responsibility  of  it. 

1 64.  Mr.  Luther.  — What  I said  was  that  the  Com- 
mittee were  quite  satisfied  to  take  the  responsibility 
on  themselves  as  regards  the  water  aud  the  lighting 
supply,  having  had  full  experience  as  to  the  application 
of  their  powers  in  those  respects  iu  the  present 
boundary.  They  wore  satisfied  to  do  anything  that 
the  law  required  them  to  do,  feeling  that  the  discre- 
tion was  with  them  as  to  tho  amount  of  lighting  and 
water  that  was  to  be  supplied. 

165.  Tho  Mayor. — It  was  in  consequence  of  that 
statement  that  I tendered  myself  as  evidence. 

166.  The  Commissioner. — What  arrangement  would 
you  make  -with  regard  to  a supply  of  water?— I take 
it,  that  if  we  include  tho  area,  we  are  bound  to  supply 
the  people  with  water. 

167.  In  what  way  ? — By  pumps. 

168.  How  is  it  supplied  at  present? — I don't  know. 
I suppose,  partly  from  pumps. 

169.  Would  there  he  any  obligation  on  the  Cor- 
poration to  go  to  additional  expense  if  this  area  was 
taken  in  for  a supply  of  water? — If  it  was- required 

170.  But  is  it  required? — I don’t  know ; as  no  es- 
timate has  been  made,  we  are  quite  in  the  dark  about 
it.  That  is  what  I complain  of. 

171.  You  have  only  generally  come  to  tbe  conclu- 
sion that  it  would  cost  more  than  they  would  re- 
ceive from  it  at  a 3s.  rate?— Yes;  that  is  my  in- 
dividual opinion  on  the  matter,  and  that  is  the  reason 
I tendered  myself — because  I wish  that  that  matter 
would  he  cleared  up  by  the  Committee,  sis  it  has  not 
been  up  to  the  present.  I was  the  first  person  that 
originated  the  movement,  although  I do  own  property 
in  the  area  to  he  taken  in.  I originated  this  move- 
ment in  the  Council,  and  it  was  only  on  analysis 
I came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  a lodng 
concern  ; and,  as  I said,  I was  prepared  to  tax  myself  in 
the  interests  of  the  ratepayers.  I have  more  inter® 
in  the  town  now  than  I had  when  I introduced 
matter.  I wish  to  state  that  in  explanation  of  th« 
course  I have  adopted. 
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173  You  are  a member  of  the  Corporation  and  a 
member  of  the  Committee  that  adopted  this  extended 

ar"  3 jflndly  tell  us  on  what  the  Committee  acted 
when  laying  out  this  particular  boundary !— I think 
the  Committee  were  mainly  induced  to  do  so,  thinking 
th-it  the  extension  would  be  fair  and  just,  and  because 
they  would  be  able  to  give  light  and  water  supply  to 
the  extended  area,  and  to  repair  the  roads. 

174.  The  Commissioner. — Do  you  mean  a full 

supply  of  gas  and  water?— Whatever  they  would  be 
justly  entitled  to. 

175.  What  would  it  be  entitled  to  in  the  way  of 
water— you  don’t  at  present  give  any  water  supply  ex- 
cept pumps  in  the  town  ? — But  that  is  contemplated 
—that  Clonmel  would  afterwards  be  supplied  with  a 
supply  of  water  from  the  hills  of  the  county  Water- 
ford and  it  would  be  fair  and  just  to  extend  that  to 
the  extended  area  whatever  would  be  the  cost  to  the 
borough  itself. 

17G.  And  to  extend  the  gas? — Yes  ; for  instance, 
along  the  Colville-road,  in  tlie  county  Waterford, 
there  is  now  a large  main  pipe  running  down  there, 
which  was,  I believe,  put  up  at  the  expense  of  the  Gas 
Company,  and  that  conveys  gaslight  nearly  a mile  from 
Clonmel  at  this  moment,  and  therefore  many  private 
houses  there  are  supplied  with  gas,  but  there  is  no 
public  lighting  along  the  road  ; but  the  Corporation 
would  be  able  iu  that  way,  and  they  would  bo  ready,  as 
far  as  that  road  is  concerned,  to  light  it  at  tlie  public 
expense. 

177.  But  you  did  not  go  into  auy  calculation  of  the 
cost? — There  was  a calculation  that  they  should  give  a 
lamp  to  every  quarter  of  a mile.  I was  not  satisfied 
with  that,  and  that  was  not  further  pursued. 

178.  And  you  did  not  go  into  the  cal  culation  of  the 
money?— There  was  a calculation  as  to  the  money;  but 
I was  not  satisfied  about  it.  Then,  with  regal’d  to  tlie 
other  wards,  I think  they  could  supply  them  fairly 
with  gas-light ; and  with  regard  to  the  locality  imme- 
diately about  the  railway  and  over  the  old  bridge,  we 
have  two  or  three  lamps  lit  there  on  the  old  bridge, 
and  one  or  two  on  each  of  the  roads  loading  to  the 
railway  station  outside  the  borough  boundary.  Those 
are  in  reality  paid  for  out  of  the  Corporation  funds ; 
we  paid  for  them  heretofore  at  so  much  per  lamp  per 
year,  and  then  the  Corporation  do  not  see  their  way  to 
lighting  it  and  paying  for  it,  iu  one  respect,  out  of  the 
Corporation  funds,  for  the}'  in  reality  are  paying  it  out 
of  the  bulk  sum  that  they  pay  to  the  Gas  Company — 
for  instance,  supposing  we  pay  £600  a year,  it  was 
considered  that  we  would  have  to  pay  more  than  £500 
a year  for  those  lamps. 

179.  What  made  yon  fix  upon  that  particular 
boundary  line  ? Do  you  think  that  any  part  beyond 
the  railway  should  be  taken  iu  ? — I had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  original  formation  of  the  boundary.  When 
I saw  it,  after  being  submitted  to  the  committee,  I 
suggested  certain  amendments  in  it.  The  railway 
station  and  the  line  of  railway  was  mentioned  as  being 
a plain  and  definite  boundary  on  the  north  side,  taking 
in  the  railway  station  for  tlie  reasons  that  have  already 
lieen  given — that  many  disputes  occur  at  the  railway 
with  regard  to  a considerable  amount  of  traffic,  and 
the  railway  itself  is  so  much  connected  with  the  town, 
and  the  principal  disputes  occur  at  the  railway  station, 
so  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  give  the  Mayor  and  the 
norough  magistrates  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  dispute  in 
reference  to  the  market,  and  bargains,  and  so  forth, 
and  to  determine  the  various  questions  arising  where 
the  county  magistrates  are  not  in  the  locality,  or  not 
easily  to  be  had. 

180.  If  you  look  at  the  map  you  will  see  that  tlie 
extension  extends  more  to  the  east  than  it  does  to  the 
ni*~L  fr°m  the  centre  of  the  town.  Is  that  done  ad- 
visedly— taking  it  from  the  centre  of  the  town  there 
K l.|^eater  stretch  from  the  eastern  boundary  to  the 
north . The  original  boundary  at  the  eastern  side  is 


much  further  from  the  centre  of  the  town  than  the 
northern  boundary,  and  they  only  thought  it  would  be 
well  to  extend  it  a certain  portion  beyond  the  present 
boundary,  and  then  the  new  contemplated  cemetery 
for  Clonmel  should  be  very  close  to  the  eastern  boun- 
dary, and  that  would  be  a place  of  public  resort.  That 
was  another  reason  why  it  was  thought  it  would  be 
well  to  extend  there. 

181.  Do  you  mean  that  tlio  cemetery  proposed  to  be 
made  would  be  within  tlie  new  area? — Not  within,  but 
very  close  to  it. 

182.  How  does  that  bear  on  tlie  question  ? — Because 
there  would  be  more  traffic  there,  and  that  this  was  a 
more  defined  boundary  than  the  other. 

183.  Was  there  anything  in  this  portion — the  land 
that  lies  immediately  to  tlie  east  of  the  present  boun- 
dary on  the  north  side  of  the  river — that  made  it 
desirable  to  include  it  in  the  town  ? — Well  there  is  the 
natural  formation,  I think.  There  is  a road  going  along 
there  that  would  make  it  more  definite — a road  and 
stream  going  along  there. 

1S4.  There  are  no  buildings  there? — There  are  no 
buildings  there,  but  it  is  a place  that  would  easily  let 
for  building. 

1 85.  Is  there  much  building  going  on  in  Clonmel  ? 
— There  is,  about  Clonmel ; and  places  about  Clonmel 
would  be  naturally  much  sought  after  for  building 
purposes. 

180.  Would  extending  the  town  boundaries  affect 
that  in  any  way — would  people  be  more  willing  to 
build  if  it  was  within  idle  town,  than  if  it  was  imme- 
diately outside  ? — I think  it  would  increase  the  proba- 
bility of  its  being  built  upon.  At  all  events  it  is  so 
near  Clonmel,  that  it  was  considered  fair  that  that 
property  should  be  brought  into  the  boundary. 

187.  Why  is  not  the  extension  made  on  the  north 
side  to  tlie  same  distance  from  the  centre  of  the  town 
that  it  is  from  the  east  and  west  ? — I believe  it  was 
considered  that  the  railway  would  sufficiently  mark 


Hay  2G,  1873. 
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the  boundary. 

188.  When  was  the  last  villa  built  in  the  • suburbs 
of  Clonmel? — I cannot  exactly  tell  you  when  the  last 
villa  was  built.  Old  houses  have  been  taken  down 
recently,  and  there  have  been  houses  built  lately  down 
the  road.  Mr.  Orofton  has  pui’chased  Eaheen,  and  is 
laying  out  a considerable  sum  of  money  on  it.  Mr. 
Boyd  Laid  out  a considerable  sum  of  money  on  the 
reconstruction  and  building  of  Suirmount ; and  there 
are  other  houses  in  different  places  that  are  being  built. 
Mr.  Raney  has  built  a house  on  the  western  road. 

1 89.  The  Mayor.  — Have  you  any  idea,  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 

of  the  income  derivable  on  the  valuation  at  3s.  -in  the 
pound? — No.  ^ , 

190.  As  an  actual  fact  it  is  £397.  Do  you  know 
what  the  county-at-large  charges  would  amount  to?— 

I do  not.  , , 

191 . As  a matter  of  fact,  the  county-at-large  charges 
would  amount  to  £130,  and  that  would  .leave  you 
£260  ; and  you  would  have  five  miles  of  roads  to 
maintain,  to  light  them,  to  give  a water  supply,  and 
to  increase  salaries ; and  therefore  I think  the  project 
would  be  a serious  loss  to  tlie  ratepayers. 

192.  The  Commissioner.— Have  you,  Mr.  Mayor, 

estimated  what  the  loss  would  lie  1— No,  but  I think 
there  cannot  be  any  doubt  that  there  would  be  a sub- 
stantial loss.  . , 

193.  Witness. — This  rather  surprises  me,  because 
at  the  meetings  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Committee 
on  the  subject  we  were  unanimous. 

194.  Mr.  Luther. — In  reference  to  the  statement 
that  the  Mayor  lias  made,  I may  mention  that  we  arc 
not  tied  to  a 3s.  rate  at  all  for  the  purposes  of  tlie 
roadways,  bridges,  and  footpaths,  because  our  pro- 
visional order  gives  us  unlimited  power  to  tax. 

195  The  Mayor. — That  is  what  I wish  to  protect 
the  ratepayers  from.  That  is  my  reason  for  speaking 
in  tho  interests  of  the  ratepayers.  _ 

196.  Mr.  Luther. — We  have  unlimited  powers  ot 
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taxation — that  is  if  the  borough  rate  is  not  sufficient 
with  the  rents  and  so  forth,  then  you  go  to  the  borough 
rate,  and  then  if  the  maximum  of  the  borough  rate  is 
not  sufficient  at  present,  yon  then  estimate  whatever 
would  be  required  over  and  above  that,  and  accordingly 
you  are  not  tied  down  to  any  limited  amount ; and 
that  is  so  in  the  case  of  the  county  cess,  and  then  as 
regards  sanitary  matters  the  taxation  is  also  without 
limit. 

197.  The  Commissioner. — I understand  that  from 
the  3s.  rate  you  would  derive  sufficient  to  cover  the 
expense  of  taking  in  this  extension  ? — Mr.  Luther. — 
Such  a calculation  as  was  made,  was  made  on  that 
basis. 

198.  The  Mayor. — I say  a calculation  lias  not  been 
made  for  the  lighting  or  the  water  supply,  and  that  is 
why  I maintain  that  it  is  a leap  in  the  dark.  If  a 
lamp  was  put  for  every  quarter  of  a mile  of  the  road 
on  an  average — that  would  make  twenty  lamps  to  be 
provided. 

199.  The  Commissioner.  — Would  a lamp  be  re- 
quired for  every  quarter  of  a mile  1 

200.  The  Mayor. — I am  not  aware.  I say  that  that 
■question  has  not  been  examined,  and  has  been  stu- 
diously avoided,  notwithstanding  my  protests  to  the 
.contrary. 

Examination  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  resumed. 

201.  The  Commissioner. — You  have  made  no  cal- 
culation, Mr.  Fitzgerald  1 — I made  no  calculation. 
The  Corporation  are  prepared  to  supply  every  portion 
of  the  extended  area  with  lamps  where  they  should  be 
supplied. 

202.  But  not  binding  yourselves  to  put  lamps  at 
any  particular  places'? 

203.  Mr.  Luther. — Four  lamps  to  the  mile.  That 
would  be  reasonable  lighting  for  the  rural  portion  of 
the  proposed  extension.  The  Committee  thought  that 
it  would  not  be  necessary  to  light  it  like  a street. 

204.  Witness. — There  was  just  a difference  of  opinion 
that  that  might  do  for  one  road  and  not  for  another, 
and  that  was  the  reason  we  came  to  no  conclusion 
-about  it. 

205.  The  Commissioner. — There  was  a difficulty 
"then  with  the  Committee  that  examined  into  the 
question  as  to  how  many  gas-lamps  would  be  necessary 
for  this  extension  ? 

206.  Mi1.  Luther. — When  the  first  report  was  made 
there  were  two  for  two  against.  The  Mayor  did  not 
vote  himself  upon  it,  but  he  expressed  his  dissatisfac- 
tion with  the  condition  of  things,  and  accordingly  the 
matter  was  inferred  to  the  Council,  aud  the  Council 
then  referred  it  back  again  to  the  Committee  with  a 
request  that  the  larger  area  might  be  disposed  of,  and 
that  they  should  consider  the  advisability  of  taking 
in  a lesser  extended  area.  But  the  Committee,  as  far 
as  I could  see,  were  quite  satisfied  that  lamps  for  each 
quarter  of  a mile  would  be  desirable,  but  it  appeared 
to  me  that  the  Mayor  considered  that  the  Corporation 
would  be  incurring  the  liability  of  being  brought  into 
the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench,  if  we  did  not  light  the 
roadways  almost  as  effectually  as  the  streets  of  the 
town. 

207.  The  Mayor. — I never  gave  such  an  absurd 
opinion  at  all. 

208.  At  any  rate  you  were  of  opinion  that  they 
should  give  plenty  of  lighting  and  water. 


209.  What  was  there  to  prevent  the  Committee 

going  into  the  question  and  fixing  what  lamps  *1,^! 
scheme  would  entail  .-They  did  g.  m.o  & 
and  discussed  the  question  of  one  every  quarter  of- 
mile,  but  in  consequence  of  there  not  being  unaniiw! 
on  the  subject  it  was  not  adopted.  -v 

210.  Yon  have  stated,  Mr.  Mayor,  that  you  were 
informed  that  there  were  five  miles  of  roads  and  tbit 
one  lamp  to  every  quarter  of  a mile  would  give  twenty 
lamps?— Yes,  that  would  cost  £100,  and  that  would 
leave  £160  for  the  maintenance,  of  live  miles  of  roads 
for  the  supply  of  water,  and  for  the  increase  of  salaries’ 


Examination  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  resumed. 

211.  The  Comm  issioner.— Can  you  tell  me  auvtliiw. 
about  the  water  supply  ? - -I  cannot. 

212.  To  your  knowledge  would  there  be  any  expense 
for  i supply  of  water? — I should  say  there  would 

213.  Is  there  any  part  of  the  proposed  extended  area 
that  is  badly  off  for  water  now,  and  on  which  the  town 
would  have  to  spend  money  if  it  took  it  within  this 
boundary? — I am  not  aware. 

214.  Mr.  Luther. — Would  we  not  get  credit  for  those 
nine  outside  lamps  out  of  the  twenty.  We  are  already 
provided  with  nine  and  then  we  would  only  want 
eleven.  There  are  now  nine  lamps  in  wliat  would  he 
the  extended  area.  Would  those  nine  lamps  form 
portion  of  the  twenty,  if  there  was  one  to  every  quarter 
of  a mile? — Yes,  I don’t  think  twenty  would  be 
sufficient. 

215.  You  were  on  that  committee,  I believe?— Yes. 

216.  Had  you  anything  to  say  to  the  addition  of 
this  district  called  the  old  bridge? — Yes ; I considered 
it  fair,  although  it  will  entail  a little  more  expense  on 
the  Corporation  to  take  in  that,  because  part  of  the 
Corporation  property  is  situated  within  the  old  bridge, 
aud  they  receive  rents  out  of  it.  Two  or  three  lamps 
outside  the  borough  are  at  present  lit  there  and  paid 
for  out  of  the  borough  rate — and  also  on  the  sanitary 
aspect  it  was  thought  desirable  to  include  that  district 

217.  Wliat  right  have  the  Corporation  to  pay  for 
lamps  outside  their  boundary  ? — They  had  no  right  to 
do  it.  It  is  very  unfair  that  property  outside  the 
borough  boundary,  ancl  that  persons  holding  property 
outside  the  present  boundary,  should  not  contribute 
to  it — people  who  are  deriving  benefit  from  the  taxation 
of  the  town.  We  think  so,  but  yet  we  pay  for  them. 

218.  On  the  subject  of  the  water  and  on  the  subject 
of  the  gas  lighting — when  those  subjects  were  gone 
into,  an  far  as  you  can  remember,  what  was  the  sense 
of  the  Committee  on  those  subjects — was  it  that  they 
were  satisfied  to  give  a reasonable  and  rational  accom- 
modation in  both  those  respects  ? — The  Committee  did 
not  come  to  a conclusion  for  a definite  calculation,  but 
they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  would  supply 
both  water  and  gas-light  whereever  it  was  required  at 
the  time,  taking  each  particular  locality  into  consider- 
ation. 

219.  So  that  they  would  act  equitably  by  theml- 

That  was  what  was  contemplated.  , 

220.  But  they  did  not  go  into  any  exact  calculation ! 
— A rough  estimate  of  a lamp  for  every  quarter  of  a 
mile  was  given,  and  some  of  the  Committee  said  tbs 
that  would  apply  to  one  road  and  not  to  another,  am 
they  did  not,  for  that  reason,  come  to  any  defini  e 
conclusion  on  the  subject ; but  it  was  considered 

on  an  average  that  would  be  fair  and  reasonable. 


Mr.  Thomas 


Mr.  Thomas  Re  any  examined. 


221.  You  are  a member  of  the  Town  Council  of 
Clonmel? — I am. 

222.  And  also  a member  of  the  Committee  that 
inquired  into  the  subject  of  the  extension  of  the 
municipal  boundary? — Yes. 

223.  You  served  on  that  committee  I believe? 

Yes ; and  attended  nearly  all  its  meetings. 

224.  Are  you  aware  that  that  Committee  was  unani- 


mous in  recommending  that  extension  ? — Well,  gener 
ally,  they  were.  , 

225.  You  had  a favourite  scheme  of  your  ownf- 

226.  But  you  gave  way  in  deference  to  the  wish® 

of  the  majority  ?— I did.  ,, 

227.  The  Commissioner.— Did  you  think  that  m 
extension  should  he  a larger  or  a smaller  one?  ‘ 
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as  well  explain  to  you  the  opinion  I expressed  to  the 
committee  now.  This  is  a subject  that  I devoted  a 
„reat  deal  of  attention  to.  And  some  six  or  seven 
vears  ago  I brought  this  subject  under  the  notice  of 
the  Corporation,  with  a view  to  the  extension  of  the 
area  here — a long  time  previous  to  the  contemplation 
of  the  present  commission — and  it  struck  me  at  this 
time  that  it  was  very  strange  that  Clonmel  being  the 
capital  of  the  premier  county  in  Ireland  should  be 
confined  to  the  narrow  nutshell  of  the  present  muni- 
cipal boundary ; and  at  that  time  I formed  the  opinion 
that  it  would  he  prudent  to  extend  the  area  of  the 
borough  one  Irish  mile  east,  west,  north,  and  south 
from  the  main  guard ; and  from  that  opinion  I have 
not  deviated ; but  the  subject  has  been  so  generally 
discussed  by  the  committee,  and  all  the  phases  of  it 
talked  over  so  carefully,  that  as  a matter  of  course  I 
gave  way  in  my  opinion,  and  I agreed  with  the  com- 
mittee to  limit  the  extension  rather  than  run  the  risk 
of  failure,  and  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  half  a 
loaf  was  better  than  no  bread,  and  under  the  circum- 
stances I gave  way  in  my  opinion. 

228.  And  you  agreed  to  what  was  finally  adopted  by 
the  Corporation  ? — I did. 

229.  Personally  do  you  consider  the  extension  equit- 
able and  just  ? — Yes,  I do. 

230.  On  what  ground  ? — The  parties  included  with- 
in the  present  limited  area  that  is  proposed  derive 
almost  all  the  advantages  and  benefits  that  are  possessed 
by  a great  many  people  actually  living  within  the  town. 
They  have  the  advantage  of  the  town,  and  if  they 
have  any  garden  produce  to  dispose  of,  they  have  a 
market  every  day  in  the  week  for  disposing  of  their 
market  and  farm  produce;  aud  I think  the  parties  with- 
in the  present  area  derive  as  much  and  more  benefit 
than  many  people  in  the  town. 

231.  How  far  out  do  you  consider  that  the  advan- 
tage extends? — My  opinion  is  that  it  extends  about 
the  full  extent  of  my  original  plan;  of  about  one  Irish 
mile.  They  have  a market  every  day  in  the  year  for 
all  kinds  of  farm  produce,  butter,  eggs  aud  cabbages, 
and  it  is  my  opinion  that  parties  living  within  an  Irish 
mile  of  the  town  derive  all  the  advantages,  aud  a great 
many  more  advantages,  than  parties  living  in  the  town. 

232.  I believe  you  have  experience  with  respect  to 
the  management  of  roads  1 — Yes. 

233.  I believe  you  are  an  engineer  1 — Yes. 

234.  Have  you  ever  seen  that  document  (produced) 
Mr.  Blary’s  return.  Was  that  document  entertained 
by  the  committee  ? — It  was. 

235.  Are  those  prices  reasonable  and  fair  prices  ? — 
They  are,  generally  speaking. 

236.  Are  they  sufficient  ? — They  are  little  enough; 
there  is  no  extravagance  about  them. 

237.  The  Commissioner. — Give  us  - some  of  the 
prices,  take  the  road  coming  down  from  the  railway  for 
instance? — Thera  are  107  perches  at  Is.  and  the  Fethard 
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road  is  3s.,  that  is  too  low,  I would  put  7s.  for  that 
road  ; 3s.  is  not  half  enough. 

238.  Mr.  Reany,  was  not  the  sum  of  7s.  given  as 
special  repair  and  not  as  ordinary  maintenance  ? — I 
don’t  know;  under  the  present  circumstances  the  Feth- 
ard road  would  require  os.  a perch  as  maintenance 
under  a contract,  because  it  is  a very  heavy  road. 

239.  Are  the  rest  of  the  prices  fair  enough  ? — Yes, 
they  are;  there  are  a few  leading  roads  about  the  town 
that  are  very  heavy. 

240.  The  new  road  1 — That  is  within  the  borough. 

241.  What  is  the  price  of  that  road? — 7s.  is  the 
present  price  of  all  the  public  roads  of  Clonmel. 

242.  Have  you  looked  into  the  county  Waterford 
prices  ? — I am  not  at  all  acquainted  with  the  Waterford 
side. 

243.  Mr.  Luther. — On  the  whole  do  you  consider 
the  prices  about  fair  ? — There  might  be  a little  addition 
made  to  them. 

244.  Did  the  committee  hike  great  trouble  and  care 
in  considering  this  subject? — The  greatest  possible 
trouble  and  care,  and  went  into  all  the  details. 

245.  How  long  lias  the  question  been  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Town  Council  are  you  aware  ?— 
I attended  over  half  a dozen  committees  for  it. 

246.  Are  you  aware  that  a committee  of  the  Cor- 
poration considered  this  in  the  year  1877 1 — Yes. 

247.  And  reported  very  fully  on  it  ? — Yes. 

248.  The  Commissioner. — Have  you  formed  any 
conclusion  as  to  how  many  additional  lamps  would  be 
required  in  this  district  1— I think  there  is  too  much 
importance  attached  to  the  lamps  in  the  discussion 
that  has  passed  by.  I really  think  that  the  rural  portion 
of  the  intended  district  of  the  extension  would  require- 
no  lamps  at  all,  or  the  inhabitants  won’t  ask  them. 

249.  Do  you  think  that  the  Corporation  will  have- 
to  put  up  twelve  additional  lamps? — 1 don’t  think 
they  will;  it  is  my  opinion  that  they  will  not. 

250.  Over  six  ? — I don’t  think  they  will. 

251.  Will  there  he  any  indisposition  to  supply  light- 
ing upon  a fair  case  being  made  to  the  council  ? — No, 
because  the  Corporation  would  be  more  than  willing 
to  do  all  that  is  reasonable,  but  my  impression  is  that 
these  lamps  will  not  he  required. 

252.  Are  you  aware  of  any  instance  where  a fair 
case  has  been  made  to  supply  an  additional  lamp  and 
the  request  been  refused  by  the  Council  ? — No,  they 
are  always  most  particularly  attended  to  by  the  Corpo- 
ration. The  Corporation  are  most  jealous  in  attending 
to  their  duties  in  this  respect. 

253.  Do  you  consider  Clonmel  a liberally  lit  town 
considering  its  area  ? — Yes,  it  is  one  of  the  best  pro- 
vincial towns  in  Ireland. 

254.  Have  you  any  apprehensions  in  taking  in  this 
extension  as  to  the  liability  to  he  contracted  by  the- 
Corporation  beyond  their  fair  powers  and  scope? — < 
Not  a bit. 


Mr.  Benjamin  Wright  examined. 


255.  Mr.  Luther. — You  have  been,  I believe,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Town  Council  for  a good  many  years  ? — Yes. 

256.  Have  you  also  been  one  of  the  members  of  the 
committee  that  sat  on  this  subject? — I have. 

257.  Are  you  aware  that  the  committee  gave  great 
care  attention  and  consideration  to  it? — The 
greatest  possible  care. 

. is  your  personal  belief  as  to  th  e extension, 

!s  it  desirable  or  otherwise? — I am  convinced  that  it  is 
most  desirable. 

259.  You  have  the  facility  of  hearing  the  opinions 
ot  the  townspeople  very  freely  ? — I have. 

-60.  What  has  been,  as  far  as  you  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  ascertaining  it,  the  opinion  of  the  towns- 
people with  reference  to  the  extension  1 — A unanimous 
opinion,  as  far  as  I know,  in  its  favour, 
have!**  ^°U  'laV6  °PPortnnifcies  of  knowing  ? — I 


262.  Have  you  any  apprehension  as  regards  the 
undertaking  of  this  extension  by  the  Corporation  with 
respect  to  lighting  and  water? — None  in  life. 

263.  Do  you  believe  the  Corporation  would  listen 
to  any  reasonable  application  for  the  supply  of  both  ? — 
I am  sure  they  will. 

264.  Aud  that  they  will  grant  it  9 — Certainly.  Fur- 
thermore, I might  add  what  Las  not  been  touched  upon 
as  yet,  and  it  is  this;  suppose  in  this  portion  of  the  town 
we  intend  to  extend  the  area  to,  there  was  a fire — 
suppose  a fire  took  place  in  any  of  those  villas,  what 
means  have  they,  except  the  Borough  Fire  Brigade  of 
Clonmel,  of  getting  it  extinguished  1 

265.  The  Commissioner. — There  is  a fire  brigade  ? — 
We  have  a staff  for  the  purpose,  and  a very  efficient  one, 
and  one  that  has  been  able  to  extinguish  a great  many 
fires  in  Clonmel. 


Clo.vmec. 
May  26. 1879. 

Mr.  Thomas 
Reanv. 


Mr.  Benjamin 
Wright. 
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266.  Have  you  an  engine  1 — "We  liave,  ancl  a good 
one,  and  one  of  Clayton’s  Telescopic  Fire  Escapes. 
We  have  one  of  Captain  Ingram's  best  men  in  charge, 
and  he  has  drilled  a number  of  people  very  successfully, 
and  in  case  of  fire  they  have  proved  of  great  advantage. 

267.  Are  the  men  regularly  employed  as  a fire  brig- 
ade ? — They  are  only  paid  by  the  day.  It  is  composed 
of  people  who  live  in  the  vicinity,  and  who  are  ready 
to  come  to  the  call  of  the  chief  at  any  instant. 

268.  They  are  only  paid  when  they  are  employed1? — 
Yes.  If  a tire  took  place  in  any  of  those  villas  they 
would  have  no  resource  but  our  brigade  to  put  it  out, 
and  I think  therefore  they  should  aid  us  in  the  expen- 
ses also.  That  is  my  view. 

260.  Supposing  a fire  occurred  at  Prior  Park,  where 
would  you  get  a water  supply  from? — We  have  pumps 
in  the  neighbourhood  and  wells  from  which  we  would 
get  our  supply.  I believe  there  is  a large  cistern  im- 
mediately at  hand  there  for  railway  purposes,  and  there 
is  the  Borliclc  stream.  It  is  also  contemplated  to  increase 
our  stall'  for  the  purpose  of  greater  efficiency  in  manage- 
ing all  these  places  that  we  intend  taking  in  as  well  as 
the.  town  itself. 


» uuiu  nave  a 


™ax  you  would 

fire  staff  as  well  ? — I think  we  will. 

2.1.  Ml-.  Inithtr.-- With  regard  to  the  leadwar* 
assuming  the  bol-tnigh  is  not  only  extended  for  mim!' 
cipnl  purposes,  but  that  also  for  county  cess 
we  got  a separation,  do  you apprehendany difficulty? 
dealing  with  the  roadways  1 — No,  I do  not  ■ we 
carefully  into  that.  'tnt 

111.  You  had  a large  extension  before  yen  fcfa, 
this  one  ? — 1 es.  c 

themapSeT  “ ™ 3,IetCte‘l  * - 


2<  4.  I believe  the  Committee  devoted  considerable 
care  and  attention  to  it  also?— They  did,  and  it  was 
only  for  the  purpose  of  unanimity  that  we  yielded  to 
the  lesser  area. 

276.  W ere  you  in  favour  of  the  larger  ?— Yes,  I was 
276.  With  respect  to  the  old  bridge  portion, ’is  it  a 
fact  that  the  Corporation  do  not  expect  much  value 
from  that  locality?— We  expect  none  at  all,  but  our 
opinion  was  that  in  taking  it  in  we  were  but  doing  our 
duty,  aud  fearing  an  epidemic  might  break  out  in  tint 
locality  we  did  it  for  sanitary  purposes. 


Mr.  James  O’Haeloran,  t.c.,  examined. 


277.  Mi-.  Luther. — I believe  you  are  a member  of 
the  Town  Council? — Yes. 

278.  And  also  a member  of  the  Committee  that 
dealt  with  this  question? — Yes. 

279.  I believe  you  are  one  of  the  largest  ratepayers 
in  Clonmel  ? — I am  one  of  the  largest  in  the  Corpora- 
tion. 

280.  How  many  did  this  Committee  consist  of? — 
I think  the  number  was  seven. 

281.  Will  your  property  be  affected  by  this  exten- 
sion?—I think  my  property  will  be  beneficially  affected. 

252.  The  Commissioner. — Do  you  hold  property  out 
side  the  borough  that  would  be  taken  in? — No  sir,  my 
property  is  all  within  the  borough,  but  it  extends  to 
the  outside  close  to  the  limits. 

253.  Mr.  Luther. — You  have  heard  the  questions 

that  I have  put  to  the  other  witnesses  as  to  the  great 
care  and  attention  paid  by  the  Committee  to  the  inves- 
tigation of  this  matter?  Are  you  awai-e,  of  your  per- 
sonal knowledge,  that  such  is  the  fact  ? — No  doubt  of 
it,  we  went  through  the  whole  thing  minutely  and 
from  time  to  time  we  paid  all  the  care  aud  diligence 
we  could,  and  we  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
be  both  beneficial  to  the  people  of  Clonmel  and  the 
people  we  would  take  in,  both  in  a sanitary  point  of 
new  and  as  regards  the  equalization  of  taxation  ; and 
with  regard  to  the  lamps,  I may  tell  you  that  we  did 
not  contemplate  more  than  about  three  lamps  in  ad- 
dition to  what  we  have  at  present.  In  my  neighbour- 
hood we  do  not  require  one  at  all.  ° 

-84.  The  population  there  is  very  thin  I believe? — 
Yes,  very  thin. 

285.  The  Commissioner.— Would  you  think  that 
two  or  three  would  fairly  serve  the  purpose? — Yes, 
that  is  my  notion. 

286.  "i.  ou  mean  in  addition  to  those  nine  lamps  now 
given  gratuitously  outside  the  borough  boundary?— 
Yes,  given  indirectly  gratuitously. 

287.  With  respect  to  the  supply  of  water,  will  there 
be  any  difficulty  in  satisfying  the  new  rate-payers  upon 
that  point? — Not  the  slightest. 


28S.  Is  there  an  abundance  of  water?— Yes,  and 
they  know  that  we,  as  the  Council  of  Clonmel,  would 
give  any  persons  who  require  it,  fair  accommodation 
in  that  respect. 

289.  You  have  great  opportunities,  as  a public  man, 
of  ascertaining  the  sentiments  of  the  rate-payers  of  tlie 
town  upon  tins  subject? — Well,  I am  looked  up  to  la- 
the rate-payers,  as  one  of  their  Lest  guardians  or  de- 
fenders, I suppose. 

290.  As  far  as  you  have  been  able,  Mr.  O’ffalloran 
to  learn,  taking  into  account  your  large  opportunities, 
in  that  respect,  what  is  the  feeling  of  the  people  on 
the  subject  ?, — The  feeling  of  the  people  is,  that  they 
do  believe  that  they  will  be  improved  by  it,  after  some- 
short  time. 

29 1.  Ai-e  you  aware  of  any  large  section  of  the  rate- 
payers, who  would  be  affected  by  it,  having  expressed 
any  strong  dissent  against  it  ? — No,  there  were  a few 
— the  Mayor,  and  a few  others,  they  were  not  favour- 
able to  it,  because  it  was  taking  in  then-  property,  but 
otherwise,  the  people  outside  were  in  favour  of  it. 

292.  I was  asking  you,  is  there  any  large  section  of 
the  intended  future  rate-pay ei-s,  opposed  to  this  exten- 
sion ? — I never  heard  of  it. 

293.  Are  you  aware  that,  on  the  contrary, _there  is  a 
large  number,  and  as  far  as  you  are  aware,  a majority 
in  favour  of  it  ? — Of  course,  there  was  some  believe  it 
would  be  a benefit  to  the  town  and  the  rate-payers. 

294.  Do  you  consider  that  the  taking  in  of  the  old 
bridge  was  a just  and  politic  move  on  the  part  of  the 
Corporation  ? — I was  opposed  to  it  at  first  and  then  I 
heard  some  of  the  Committee  expressing  it  as  then- 
opinion,  that  we  would  be  justified  in  doing  so,  in  a 
sanitary  point  of  view,  and  as  a help  to  those  poor 
people,  in  case  of  disease  breaking  out. 

295.  Was  that  purely  for  the  sake  of  the  public 
health  ? — Yes. 

296.  And  not  on  account  of  the  income  derivable 
from  it  ? — No,  we  don’t  want  any  income  from  the 
people  at  all. 


Mr.  Augustine 


Mr.  Augustine  Devine  examined. 


-y';  Mr.  Luther. — You  have  been  a member  of  the 
Council,  I believe,  for  a good  many  years  ? — Yes. 

298.  And  yon  have  a large  experience  of  Clonmel? 
— Well,  yes,  I was  bom  here. 

299.  You  were  a member  of  the  Committee  that 

considered  the  question  of  the  proposed  extension? 

Yes. 

300.  And  you  have  heard  the  questions  I have  put 
to  the  other  witnesses,  as  to  the  care  and  attention 


that  has  been  given  to  tins  subject  by  that  Com- 
mittee?— Yes. 

301.  Is  that  a fact  ? — Yes. 

302.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  present  extension, 

personally? — Yes.  T 

303.  On  what  ground? — On  the  ground  that 
believe  it  is  rather  a general  thing,  and  also  because 
understand  that  in  Dungarvan  and  Waterford  tie 
municipal  boundaries  extend  a considerable  distance 
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into  the  country.  I believe  the  people  living  m the 
m-o posed  extension  have  a right  to  pay  a portion  of 
tie  expense  of  the  town  when  they  have  all  its  advan- 
tages. They  derive  a great  many  advantages  from  being 
so  close  to  the  town.. 

304.  Do  you  consider  it  equitable  that  those  who 
derive  those  advantages  should  contribute  ? — I do ; I 
believe  there  are  a few  who  would  object,  but  the 
,rreat  body  of  them  have  no  objection  to  join  us. 

° 305.  As  regards  the  inhabitants,  have  you  had  an 
opportunity  of  learning  their  ideas,  arc  they  in  favour 
of  the  extension  ? — The  inhabitants  I may  say  are  un- 
animous. There  are  a few  of  them  who  object,  but 
'Tou  will  never  get  the  people  to  be  entirely  unanimous 
on  any  subject.  .... 

306.  But  the  great  bulk  of  the  people,  what  is  their 
opinion  1— The  great  bulk  of  the  people  are  anxious 
that  the  boundary  should  be  extended. 

307.  Has  the  evidence  that  has  been  given  by  Mr. 
O’Halloran,  the  Sheriff,  and  others,  with  respect  to  the 
old  bridge,  been  in  unison  with  your  opinion  ? — I co- 
incide with  what  the  members  of  the  Council  have 
said  here. 

308.  You  don’t  expect  a large  income  from  that? — 
No,  it  is  from  a sanitary  point  of  view  we  would  take 
them  in. 

309.  With  respect  to  the  roads,  lighting,  and  water 


— Do  you  apprehend  any  great  difficulty  or  expense  ? 
— No,  I have  no  doubt  we  will  overcome  all  these 
difficulties  quite  easily,  we  have  paid  great  attention 
to  the  matter  and  there  is  not  a point  that  we  have 
not  considered  seriously  and  well. 

310.  I suppose  the  amount  of  lighting  which  would 
be  given  to  a rural  locality  you  do  not  consider  should 
be  the  same  or  equal  to  what  is  given  to  a densefy 
populated  street? — No,  but  I think  we  will  give  more 
lamps  than  Mr.  O’Halloran  has  said. 

311.  How  many  in  addition  to  the  nine  already  out- 
side the  boundary  ? — I think  nine  more  would  be  amply 
sufficient. 

312.  Do  you  think  there  should  be  a lamp  every 
quarter  of  a-mile  ? — Ordinary  rural  midways  won’t  re- 
quire a lamp  at  all.  Mr.  O’Halloran  touched  on  the 
Garrick  road  leading  down  to  his  place,  that  is  alrea  dy 
in  the  Corporation  boundary  and  there  is  no  lamp  on 
it,  and  it  is  not  required,  and  there  is  a kind  of  little 
village  below  his  place;  it  would  want  it  more  than 
most  other  places,  and  I think  they  have  never  re- 
quired it. 

313.  Do  you  consider  that  if  any  occasion  arises  at 
any  time  for  the  supply  of  lighting  and  water  that  it 
will  be  ever  refused  from  your  experience  of  the  Coun- 
cil ? — I am  sure  it  won’t.  The  Corporation  are  real 
father's  to  the  city  and  suburbs. 


Alderman  Patrick  Murphy  examined. 


314.  Mi-.  Luther. — You  are  an  alderman  of  the  Town 
Council  of  Clonmel  ? — I am. 

315.  I believe  you  were  not  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Committee  that  dealt  with  the  question  of  exten- 
sion ] — No,  I was  not. 

316.  But  you  have  heard  the  discussions  in  the  Town 
Council  on  the  subject  ? — Yes. 

317.  Ai'e  you  in  favour  of  this  movement  ? — I am, 
indeed,  but  I think  that  the  extension  should  be  greater 
than  it  is  intended,  but  still  for  the  purpose  of 
unanimity  I consider  that  it  would  be  well  to  adopt 
the  present  contemplated  extension.  If  my  personal 
ideas  were  consulted,  I would  have  extended  the  area 
even  further. 

318.  The  Commissioner. — Toliowmucboneachside? 
— I would  almost  say  a radius  of  a mile  or  a mile  and  a 
half. 


319.  But  would  it  not  go  through  mountainous  land 
on  the  far  side  ? — It  would,  but  it  is  my  idea  that  we 
would  lose  or  gain  nothing  by  that. 

320.  Mr.  Luther. — Have  you  any  apprehensions  as 
regards  the_  supply  of  gas  and  water  1— - As  far  as  the 
south  side  is  concerned,  there  is  an  abundant  and  pure 
supply  of  water. 

321.  As  was  suggested  in  the  course  of  the  evidence, 
I think  it  was  by  the  Mayor,  after  laying  out  what 
would  he  required  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads, 
there  would  be  so  little  left  to  supply  light  and  water 
that  to  give  an  adequate  supply  would  entail  a loss  on 
the  Corporation  instead  of  a gain.  Have  you  any  appre- 
hensions of  that  kind  ? — I have  not,  I am  of  the  con- 
trary opinion,  I would  not  go  so  far  as  he  has  gone  as 
regards  lighting  the  roads  and  I believe  as  regards  the 
pnmsion  of  water  it  would  be  very  trifling. 

. • many  gas  lamps  would  you  say  would  be 
' — I have  taken  upon  myself  to  go  and  look 
over  the  places  for  my  own  private  information  and  I 
naaer  that  a dozen  lamps  would  be  sufficient. 

>,  Including  the  nine  that  are  at  present  outside 
the  lwimdary  l — Including  them.  I don’t  think  for 
f “ advisable  to  run  up  lamps  on  a portion 

the  extended  district  where  they  are  not  necessary 

and  are  not  required. 

thf  r^"  ^ ever  became  necessary  do  you  think 

ml  ^Toratron  wouid  refuse  to  supply  light?— It  is 
y Pcmeuce  that  the  Corporation  are  very  anxious 
^ wishes  of  the  burgesses  as  well  as  their 


325.  From  a sanitary  point  of  view  do  you  consider 
that  it  is  better  that  the  Town  Council  should  he  the 
local  authority  having  charge  of  sanitary  matters  in 
that  district  t— I do. 

32G.  I believe  you  have  experience  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  sanitary  business  is  conducted  by  the  Town 
Council  ? — I have  had  some  experience  of  it. 

327.  Have  you  ever  been  aware  of  an  application 
having  been  refused,  or  of  one  having  been  made,  or  a 
matter  having  come  under  the  notice  of  the  authorities 
without  having  heen  attended  to,  in  the  way  of  sanitary 
matters  ? — I am  quite  sure  there  was  nothiugof  the  sort. 

328.  You  are  aware  that  there  is  machinery  ex- 
isting for  the  purpose — by  the  appointment  of  officers, 
sanitary  officers,  and  consulting  sanitary  officer,  and 
executive  sanitary  officer — in  good  working  order? — 
Yes ; they  are  in  very  good  working  order. 

329.  You  are  aware  of  prosecutions  having  been 
brought,  if  the  complaints. have  not  been  attended  to  ? 
— Yes ; certainly. 

330.  Is  it  for  this  reason  and  on  account  of  the 
activity  with  respect  to  sanitary  matters  by  the  Cor- 
poration, that  you  consider  it  would  be  well,  on  sanitary 
grounds,  that  this  district  should  be  taken  under  the 
control  of  the  local  authority — is  that  one  of  your  rea- 
sons ? — That  is  one  of  my  reasons. 

331.  Do  you  concur — with  respect  to  the  old  bridge 
with  the  evidence  of  the  other  witnesses? — I do. 

332.  You  believe  the  extension  will  be  a boon  to 
the  people  living  there,  and  also  an  advantage,  in  a 
public  health  point  of  view,  to  the  rest  of  the  borough  ? 
— No  doubt  of  it. 

333.  The  old  bridge  is  partly  lit  already,  although 
it  is  outside  the  borough  ? — Yes.  I wish  to  remark 
before  I close  my  evidence  that  it  has  been  mooted  here 

, by  some  of  the  witnesses,  that  our  staff  would  have  to 
be  considerably  increased.  Now,  ldon’t  think  it  would. 
I think  our  staff  when  we  would  have  a separation 
from  the  county  and  the  managment  of  the  borough 
at  large — I don’t  think  our  staff  or  the  expense  would 
have  to  be  increased  by  the  extension ; the  staff  that 
would  work  the  present  system  would  also  work  the 
proposed  system. 

334.  Mr.  Luther. — I may  now  state  that  there  are 
a number  of  members  of  the  Town  Council  who  are  of 
the  same  opinion,  but  it  is  not . necessary  to  examine 
them  as  it  would  only  be  a repetition  of  the  evidence 
already  given. 


CLONMEt.. 
May,  26, 18-9. 

Mr.  Augustine 
Devine. 


Alderman  P. 
Murphy. 
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Mr.  Timothy 
Beary. 


Mr-  Timothy-  Bearv  examined. 


335.  Mr.  Luther. — Y ou  are  assistant  to  the  County 
Surveyor  of  Tipperary  ? — I am — in  Clonmel. 

336.  Take  this  document  into  your  hand  [document 
handed  to  Witness].  Did  you  prepare  that  report  ! — 
Yes. 

337.  Are  yon  conversant  with  all  the  roads  men- 
tioned in  that  report,  as  regards  that  poi-tion  of  the 
proposed  extension  ! — I am. 

338.  Do  you  consider  those  prices  true  and  correct 
and  reasonable  prices  ! — I do. 

339.  Are  they  sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of 
those  roads  ? — Perhaps  they  would  not  he  for  the  first 
year,  but  they  would  after  the  first  or  second. 

340.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  they  would  be  cpiite 
sufficient  for  a Corporation,  who  would  lay  out  the 
entire  money  on  them,  hut  not  quite  sufficient  for  a 
contractor  who  would  take  his  own  profit  out  of  it  ? — 
I think  they  are  quite  sufficient  for  any  purpose.  Con- 
tracts are  taken  at  present  at  mucliless  than  those  prices. 

341.  For  those  roads  1 — Yes. 

342.  Do  you  look  upon  those  as  contractors’  prices! 
—I  do. 

343.  If  the  Corporation  expend  the  entire  of  the 

money  upon  the  road,  will  a greater  amount  of  capital 
be  expended  than  could  possibly  be  expended  by  a 
contractor  ? 

344.  The  Commissioner. — But  you  must  remember 
that  the  Corporation  have  to  pay  their  officers  ? — 

Mr.  Luther. — There  was  one  road  that  was  spoken  of 
— tlieFethard-road! — The  best  portion  of  the  Fethard- 
road  is  from  this  to  Quarry  Hill,  but  the  most  easily 
maintained  portion  is  from  the  borough  down  to  the 
railway  bridge.  I would  rather  maintain  it  for  2s. 
a perch  than  the  outer  portion  for  6s. 

345.  And  this  part  is  where  you  allowed  3s. — that 
is  only  from  the  present  municipal  boundary  to  the 
limit  of  the  proposed  boundary  !— Certainly ; only  to 
the  railway  bridge. 

346.  Is  that  sufficient  to  maintain  that  portion  2>ro- 
perlv  ? — Amply  sufficientfrom  the  quantity  of  material 
it  takes,  for  a year’s  repair  of  that  portion  if  taken  in 
proportion  to  the  outer  portion  of  that  road. 

347.  You  are  not  engaged  on  the  county  Waterford 
portion  of  the  proposed  extension  ? — No. 


348.  From  its  proximity  have  you  a good  general 

knowledge  of  the  prices  paid  on  those  roads! I have' 

and  they  are  referred  to  in  my  reports. 

349.  You  live  in  Clonmel  ? — Yes. 

350.  Do  you  know  the  extension  that  is  propose! 
— Yes. 

351.  How  many  gas  lamps  would  require  to  be 

lighted  in  addition  to  what  they  at  present  have ! The 

only  place  I see  that  fairly  requires  to  be  Indited  is 
the  Colville -road. 

352.  How  many  lamps  do  you  think  would  be 
sufficient  there  1 — About  eight  lamps  on  the  Colvilk- 
road. 

353.  You  don’t  think  any  of  the  roads  ou  the  south 
side  of  the  river  require  to  be  lighted!  - I think  about 
two  on  the  Raheen  road  would  be  necessary. 

354.  The  prices  you  have  laid  on  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  roads  in  the  county  Waterford,  do  von 
think  they  are  equal  to  what  is  paid  at  present  1 — Thev 
are  at  least  thirty  per  cent,  in  excess,  because  I ha\v 
looked  over  the  county  Waterford  abstract  since  I 
prepared  my  report.  Witli  reference  to  the  Fethar  1 
road,  it  should  be  remembered  that  there  are  t\v.> 
Fethard  roads — one  is  what  we  call  the  railway  Fethard 
road ; that  would  require  7s.  or  8s.  a perch  to  repair  it. 

355.  Is  that  portion  of  what  you  have  included! — 
No.  There  are  seventy-four  perches  of  it  more. 

356.  It  is  not  in  your  list! — It  is  not. 

357.  And  why  didn’t  yon  put  it  in ! — Simply  because 
it  is  a somewhat  mixed  thing.  I could  not  properly 
put  it  into  the  extended  area.  It  was  all  in  one  con- 
tract, going  from  Cantwell’s  Hotel  to  the  railway — 24 S 
perches  in  the  various  portions — and  we  take  about 
seventy  perches.  It  was  only  afterwards  that  I dis- 
covered that  this  portion  of  it  should  be  included  in 
my  list. 

358.  Then  you  should  adcl  to  your  estimate,  seventy 
perches  at  7 s.  1 — Yes. 

359.  Can  you  give  me  the  mileage  in  the  county 
Tipperary  1 — Three  miles  seven  furlongs  and  eight 
perches,  and  in  Waterford,  three  miles,  two  furlongs, 
and  twenty-eight  perches.  Those  are  statute  measure, 
that  is  a total  of  six  miles  odd,  including  the  county 
of  Waterford. 


Mr.  Chari.-- 
Carrnther-. 


Mr.  Charles  Oarrothers  examined. 


360.  Mr.  Luther. — You  are  a member  of  the  Town 
Council  1 — Yes. 

361.  And  have  belonged  to  it  for  a considerable 
time? — Yes. 

362.  And  you  have  a pretty  long  experience  of 
Clonmel ! — Yes. 

363.  Are  you  aware  of  this  project  for  an  extension 
of  the  municipal  boundary  ? You  have  a knowledge  of 
it! — Yes 

364.  But  not  as  a member  of  the  committee,  but  as 
one  of  the  Council! — Yes. 

365.  You  are  also  aware  of  the  unanimity  of  that 
body  on  the  subject? — I am. 

366.  Do  you  consider  yourself,  that  it  would  be  a ' 
reasonable  and  expedient  thing  to  do! — I do. 

367.  What  are  your  reasons — what  do  you  base 
them  on? — I base  my  reasons  on  the  very  large  amount 
of  property  lying  close  to  the  town,  the  owners  of 
which  derive  all  the  benefits  of  the  markets  and  faii-s 
of  the  locality,  and  of  the  town,  for  the  sale  of  then- 
produce,  and  benefit  by  the  proximity  of  the  town 
and  do  their  business  in  it,  while  they  reside  in  the 
suburbs,  and  all  the  other  reasons  which  arise  to  make 
property  close  to  a town  improved  by  its  proximity, 
and  I think  that  that  applies  here  as  well  as  to  other 
places. 

368.  Do  you  approve  of  the  taking  in  of  the  old 
bridge  for  sanitary  purposes,  and  for  the  public  health’s 
sake  ? — I would  do  it  for  sanitary  purposes,  but  not  in 
point  of  profit  to  the  Corporation. 


369.  But  at  the  same  time,  you  think  the  rest  of  the 
town  would  be  benefited  if  it  was  to  arise  in  the  district 
of  the  old  bridge  ? — On  that  score  I would  take  it  in. 

370.  And  put  it  in  a thoroughly  healthy  condition 
as  regards  sewerage,  and  everything  of  that  kind?— 
Yes. 

371.  Have  you  any  apprehensions  of  loss  to  the 
Council  with  respect  to  the  supply  of  water  and  gas 
that  would  have  to  be  given  to  the  extended  area?— 
I heard  part  of  the  investigation  here,  but  not  the 
whole  of  it,  and  as  I have  not  gone  into  the  figures  my 
answer  would  he  pretty  much  the  same  as  that  of  the 
others,  but  knowing  the  localities  as  I do,  I have  not 
any  apprehensions  about  it  at  all. 

372.  Do  you  consider  that  the  additional  area  would 
have  to  he  very  extensively  lit  ? — I do  not,  when  you 
take  into  account  that  you  have  nine  lamps  already 
outside  the  area  of  the  borough  as  it  exists  at  present. 

373.  How  many  additional  lamps  do  you  think 
would  be  sufficient  to  light  it  adequately! — That  is  the 
veiy  point  I could  not  give  you  a decided  answer  on. 

374.  If  you  took  it  by  mileage  how  many  lamps  pe' 
mile  would  you  give  the  rural  portion  of  it  ? — ^>ortV3'?S 
of  it,  where  the  trees  are  not  in  the  way  would  '* 
very  well  as  they  are.  I prefer  leaving  that  to  be  re- 
plied to  by  those  who  know  the  locality  better. 

375.  Do  you  consider  that  the  Colville-road  mo 

require  lighting? — That  is  a place  I think  mow 
require  it.  f 

376.  Is  there  any  other  portion  of  the  roadway  ° 
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the  proposed  extension  that  would  require  lighting  ? — 
The  Raheen-roacl. 

377.  Would  you  consider  that  a couple  of  additional 
l insps  would  he  sufficient  to  light  that  road? — Yes,  I 
think  so ; with  the  powers  there  are  for  clearing  off 
fences  and  so  forth. 

37$.  The  Mayor. — Are  you  aware  what  the  income 
woidd  he  from  the  increased  valuation  ? — I have 
heard  it. 

379.  It  would  leave  a balance  of  £260 — do  you  think 
the  Council  would  make  or  lose  by  maintaining  six 
miles  of  roads;  scavenging  and  lighting  them,  and 
, riving  a water  supply  for  .£260  ? — I consider  that  the 
Waterford  estimates  are  too  high — I would  do  them 
for  thirty  per  cent  less.  The  prices  for  the  Tipperary 
side  are  fan-.  If  a staff  is  kept  up  here  to  do  the  town, 
faking  into  account  that  there  is  not  a large  amount  of 
traffic  on  the  additional  roads,  I pass  this  remark 
from  my  knowledge  of  road  making,  the  staff  that 
would  he  sufficient  to  repair  the  town  in  winter, 
woidd  be,  on  many  occasions,  almost  imemplo3’ed,  and 
it  would  not  be  very  desirable  or  advisable  to  discharge 
them.  These  could  employ  their  spare  time  in  repair- 
ing those  roads  where  the  least  traffic  was  on,  and 
that  would  give  as  much  work  as  would  fill  in  the 
time  of  the  men,  and  as  a rule  the  additional  expense 
would  be  nothing  except  the  cost  of  the  metalling. 

380.  Mr.  Luther. — You  think  the  Corporation  could 
maintain  those  roads  cheaper  than  if  they  were  let  in 


separate  contracts  ?— Yes,  most  decidedly ; it  would  Crov,ra, 
fill  in  the  chinks  for  the  men.  Vayne  isr 

3S1.  You  don’t  merely  think  it  would  be  giving  ..  f~ — . 
them  occupation,  but  occupation  useful  to  the  borough  ? Carrvtherf 
— It  would  be  economising  time  and  doing  work  that 
you  should  do  certainly. 

382.  You  have  been,  L believe,  a contractor  on  a 
veiy  large  scale  for  many  yearn? — Yes. 

383.  In  the  county  Tipperary  or  in  the  county 
Waterford? — in  the  county  Tipperary. 

384.  The  Mayor. — There  are  seven  miles  of  roads 
at  present  in  Clonmel,  and  there  would  be  an  addition 
of  six — what  proportion  of  expense  would  there  he 
additional  ? — £150  a year. 

385.  £150  would  be  a fair  sum  to  pay  a contractor 
for  those  roads? — Yes. 

386.  Mr.  Ltither. — W ould  it  cost  the  Corporation 
less? — Yes ; a contractor  would  do  it  for  £150  a year, 
and  assuming  the  Corporation  to  have  their  staff  made 
up  sufficiently  strong,  they  will  do  it  for  less. 

387.  In  fact  it  will  not  cost  them  £150  in  addition 
to  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  borough? — Most 
decidedly  not. 

388.  Do  you  consider  that  £150,  will  pay  for  six 
miles  of  roads  immediately  adjoining  the  borough? — I 
do.  I have  had  a contract  for  one  road  at  id.  a perch 
and  I have  had  another  road,  at  4s.  6d.  and  the  id. 
road  has  paid  me  better. 


Mr.  Benjamin  Fayle  examined. 


Mr.  Henjumn 
Fayle. 


389.  Mr.  Luther. — You  are  aware  of  the  proposed 
extension  ? — I am. 

390.  I believe  you  will  he  one  of  those  whose  pro- 
perty will  he  affected? — Yes,  my  father’s. 

391.  Do  you  consider  it  just  and  equitable  that 
gentlemen  of  your  position,  whose  property  will  he  affect- 
ed, should  contribute  something  to  the  expenses  of  the 
town? — Well,  I don't  say  I look  upon  it  exactly  in 
that  light. 

392.  Do  yon  derive  conveniences  and  advantages 
from  the  town,  living  in  its  close  proximity  ? — Of  course 
I do.  I live  on  the  other  side  of  the  gas  house  bridge, 
on  the  Waterford  side. 

393.  Within  a few  hundred  feet  of  the  present  boun- 
dary 1 — Yes,  the  property  joins  the  Corporation  bounds. 

394.  One  of  the  lamps  alluded  to  is  not  very  far- 
away from  you  ? — Quite  close. 

395.  That  is  one  of  the  lamps  outside  the  borough 
boundary? — Yes. 

396.  Do  you  think  that  lamp  has  a right  to  be  there  ? 
— It  was  more  than  a public  convenience,  I think  it  is 
an  absolute  necessity. 

397.  Are  any  more  lamps  wanted? — There  are,  on 
the  road  up  to  Mr.  Boyd’s,  the  Raheen  road,  would 
want  some. 

398.  How  many  would  be  wanted  there  ? — Well,  I 
think  two  at  the  outside,  with  what  is  already  there. 

399.  How  many  would  be  required  at  the  Colville- 
road— how  many  would  be  sufficient  to  light  it  fairly  ? 
—I  think  if  there  were  three  additional  lamps  upon  it 
it  would  be  sufficient.  The  trees  in  it  are  very  danger- 
ous. 

400.  How  many  would  be  required  in  the  vicinity  of 
old  bridge,  up  towards  the  cascade  ? — I think  at  the  very 
outside  two  woidd  be  sufficient — I think  one  or  two  at 
the  very  outside. 

401.  Are  there  any  other  places  of  the  districts  out- 
side the  town  that  require  lamps? — I don’t  know,  I 
never  saw  this  plan  of  extension  until  I heard  of  it 
here. 

(The  Town  Clerk  then  explained  to  the  witness,  the 
nature  of  the  extension  sought  by  the  Council.) 

402.  You  have  more  than  an  ordinary  knowledge  I 
heliev e with  respect  to  the  gas  ? — W ell  I ought  to  know 


something  about  it,  because  I happen  to  be  chairman  oi 
the  gas  company. 

403.  You  are  more  skilled  than  ordinary  people? — 
I have  no  technical  skill  on  the  subject. 

404.  But  as  regards  the  practical  application  for 
lighting  purposes? — I believe  the  extension  of  the 
borough  would  be  important  to  the  town,  as  to  the 
matter  of  civilization,  and  so  on,  but  if  it  is  done  I 
have  not  the  least  doubt  but  it  will  be  a very  great  in- 
crease in  the  taxation.  I have  not  the  least  doubt  about 
it ; if  you  want  things  done  you  must  pay  for  them, 
and  it  is  utterly  absurd  to  say  you  could  keep  six  miles 
of  road  for  £150  a year. 

405.  You  don’t  pit  your  belief  against  the  experience 
of  a road  contractor  ?-— I don’t  pit  my  belief  against 
anything,  but  I believe  the  borough  extension  would 
add  considerably  to  the  taxation  of  persons,  not  only 
in  the  boundary  at  present,  but  those  added. 

406.  Notwithstanding  that  you  are  in  favour  of  it  ? 
— I believe  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  town  of 
Clonmel  taking  it  in,  but  those  persons  who  hold  the 
views  I do  must  be  satisfied  to  put  their  hands  into 
their  pockets  and  to  pay  for  it. 

407.  You  heard  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Carrutliera  and 
Mr.  Beary,  and  you  don’t  say  they  are  erroneous  in 
their  views  ? — I do  not. 

408.  Then  you  don’t  know  anything  about  it? — I 
know  my  own  common  sense  and  I don’t  believe  that 
£150  would  pay  the  half  of  six  miles  of  roads.  Take 
the  water  supply — I have  heard  a great  deal  about  the 
water  to-day.  I don’t  believe  it  is  possible  to  put  a 
water  supply  into  Clonmel  from  the  county  Waterford, 
Some  persons  think  it  is  very  easy.  I know  every 
inch  of  the  mountain,  and  I know  of  no  supply  of 
water,  unless  some  enormous  expense  was  gone  to,  and 
it  is  unnecessary,  and  on  the  other  hand  if  you  put  in 
old  bridge  and  the  county  Waterford  side,  if  you  give 
any  water  supply  there — I suppose  you  will  have  to 
do  it.  Now  from  the  new  bridge  comer  down  to  the 
other  end  of  the  extension,  there  is  hardly  a good 
pump  in  the  whole  place.  I believe  there  are  only 
one  or  two  pumps  in  the  whole  place. 

409.  Did  you  ever  ask  your  rural  sanitary  authority 
to  do  anything  in  that  way  ? — Oh,  no ; what  could  they 
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<lo.  "We  liad  a well  ninety  feet  deep,  and  it  fell  in,  and 
it  was  more  trouble  to  pump  it  up.  The  great  bulk  of 
Clonmel  is  excellently  well  supplied  with  water,  but 
there  are  special  parts  of  Clonmel  where  the  water  is 
very  hard  to  be  got.  The  part  that  Alderman  Hogg 
lives  in  is  almost  waterless — Prior  Park — and  Mr. 
Murphy  spent  a heap  of  money  trying  to  get  water  also, 


and  on  on.-  Bide  the  to.vn  is  ray  mucli  ki  the  a 
„'“3’ ; but  an  regards  the  groat  bulk  of  the  town  2 
IS  no  difficulty  to  our  getting  water.  0 

410.  In  the  great  bulk  of  the  town  there  k 
difficulty  1— Quite  so  ; but  it  would  be  absurd  to  stall 
expense  m getting  another  supply.  h 


Mr.  Selia3ti; 
Brnniennli. 


Mr.  Sebastian-  Brunicardi  examined 


411.  Mr.  Luther. — How  many  years  hare  you  been 
in  the  service  of  the  Council  ? — Eleveu  years  now. 

413.  You  formerly  were  in  the  employment  of  the 
Dublin  Fire  Brigade? — Yes. 

413.  Have  you  been  at  the  extinguishing  of  a good 
many  lires in  Clonmel? — Yes,  a number  of  them  since 
I came  here. 

414.  Do  you  find  any-  difficulty  in  procuring  the 
assistance  of  pai-ties  to  work  the  engine  ? — No  ; none 
whatsoever.  They-  always  work  very  efficiently. 

41?.  Have  you  reduced  that  matter  to  a system? — 
Quite  so. 

416.  You  have  no  difficulty  on  an  alarm  of  fire 
being  given  in  getting  off  to  it  ? — I am  able  to  turn 
out  in  a minute  and  a half  to  two  minutes  from  the 
alarm.  The  parties  live  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the 
moment  they  hear  an  alarm  they  are  down  at  the  station 
with  myself. 

417.  Do  they  get  paid  ? — Yes  ; at  the  time  of  fire. 

418.  Do  those  parties  know  they-  will  be  employed 
on  giving  to  the  engine  ? — Yes  ; they  do. 

419.  Is  that  what  causes  the  activity-  ? — They  are 
willing  to  do  it  without  money,  and  frequently-  refuse 
to  take  it,  and  would  rather  assist  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tinguishing the  fire. 

420.  You  have  got  one  of  Clayton’s  telescopic  fire 
escapes? — Yes,  one  of  the  most  improved  fire  escapes. 

421.  The  Commissioner. — Has  it  been  often  used? 
— We  never  had  occassion  to  use  it. 

422.  Mr.  Luther. — Are  you  aware  of  the  proposed 
extension? — I am. 

423  Do  you  consider  that  with  the  appliances  you 
have  at  present  and  with  the  disposition  of  those  to 
assist  in  the  extinguishing  of  fires,  that  that  area  would 
be  too  great  for  you  to  attend  to? — Under  the  present 
existing  circumstances  it  would  he. 

424.  In  what  way?— In  this  way:— taking  into  con- 
sideration the  distance  we  would  have  to  travel  with 
the  engine.  The  engine  could  scarcely  he  brought 
there  within  a reasonable  time  from  the  present  station, 
but  what  I anticipate  from  my  instructions  is  that 
they  will  then  have  homes  and  a proper  fire  brigade. 

425.  Y ou  mean  that  you  will  then  have  them  whether 
the  boundary  is  extended  or  not? — Yes,  in  the  next 
few  months  we  will  have  a permanent  fire-brigade. 

426.  Would  the  extension  of  the  boundaryadd  any- 
thing more  to  that? — I think  not. 

427.  Would  you  be  able  to  cope  with  the  proposed 
boundary  ? — I think  so. 

428.  Would  you  consider  yourself  justified  in  going 
outside  the  Borough  hounds? — I would  not,  nor  do  I 
without  the  permission  of  the  mayor. 

429.  You  have  heard  some  observations  with  respect 
to  the  sewerage  of  the  town— are  the  sewers  fairly 
delineated  on  that  map  of  the  town  ? — They  are. 

430.  How  do  you  know  that?— As  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  and  Town  Inspector.  The  sewers  are  fully 
delineated  in  blue  on  the  map,  in  the  centre  of  the 
roadways.  I think  in  that  map  they  are  all  laid  down 
but  the  terminations  are  not  accurately  given,  inas- 
much as  the  shores  lately  laid  down  have  been  put  in 
the  places  of  those  formerly  there,  and  they  have  been 
deepened  and  widened. 

431.  Are  there  any  new  ones,  not  on  the  map? 

One  only,  the  one  through  Blind-street  and  Gordon- 
street,  they  are  not  on  the  map. 

432.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  putting  those  on  the 
map  ? — Not  the  slightest  trouble  in  the  world. 


433.  The  Commissioner. — This  Blind-street  one 
where  is  that  ? — It  runs  through  the  centre  of  Blind- 
street. 

434.  And  it  brings  the  sewage  of  Blind-street  in 
connexion  with  the  river? — Yes,  in  one  direction 
and  in  connexion  with  Rielmiond-street  in  the  other 
direction. 

435.  Wherever  there  is  drainage,  except  in  the  ease 
of  cesspools,  it  is  to  the  river? — Yes. 

436.  Are  there  any  complaints  of  the  cesspools?— 
No  complaints. 

437.  There  is  no  plan  of  dealing  with  drainage 
otherwise  than  by  cesspools,  and  the  river  ? — There  are 
some  cesspools,  but  a few,  in  the  town. 

43S.  Is  there  any  difficulty,  in  getting  those  within 
a hundred  feet  of  the  main  sewer,  connected  with  it  ? 
— No,  not  much  difficulty,  some  few  instances  did  occur 
where  we  were  obliged  to  summon,  but  only  a few. 

439.  How  many  cesspools  are  there  in  the  Main- 
street?—!  don’t  know  of  one. 

440.  In  Dubliu-street?—  -None. 

441.  Where  are  the  houses  drained  there  from.  Is 
there,  in  point  of  fact,  a sewer  in  Dublin-street  and 
in  Main-street? — Yes;  there  is  in  Dublin-street. 

442.  Is  there  one  in  Main-street  ? — There  is  not,  not 
parallel  with  the  houses,  but  at  right  angles.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  drain  the  northern  side  of  Main-street 
by  a central  sewer. 

443.  Would  it  he  below  the  level  of  the  river  ? — 
Yes,  in  some  portions. 

444.  What  becomes  of  the  sewage  then,  that  runs 
from  the  north  of  Main-street  ? — It  is  earned  off  to 
Johnstou-street,  and  by  Jolmston-street,  to  Duncan- 
street,  and  thence  to  the  river. 

445.  All  the  houses  from  there  are  drained  by  that 
system.  Practically-  speaking,  Main-street  can  be  drain- 
ed by  the  north  and  south  ? — The  south  is  drained  to 
the  river.  It  is  at  present  drained  in  that  direction — 
into  J ohnston-street,  and  Bridge-lane. 

446.  So  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  a main  sewer 
in  Main-street? — No,  the  sewage  goes  into  the  recent 
main-sewer  we  have  built,  some  360  yards  in  length, 
and  that  sewer  discharges  into  thexiver. 

447.  Do  you  consider,  Mi-.  Branicardi,  from  your 
experience  as  sanitary  ofiieex-,  that  the  sanitation  would 
be  more  closely  attended  to  in  the  proposed  extension, 
than  in  leaving  matters  as  they  are  under  the  undivided 
control  of  either  authority  ? — I am  sure  that  if  it  was 
carried  on  as  at  present,  under  the  borough  of  Clonmel, 
it  would  be  much  better  attended  to. 

448.  Would  the  sanitation  of  the  old  bridge  district 
be  better  attended  to  than  by  the  Guardians  ?— Un- 
doubtedly so,  it  could  not  remain  as  it  is ; if  the  Cor- 
poration had  it  I am  sux-e  it  would  be  improved. 

449.  W ould  the  maintenance  of  the  sanitaiy  improve- 
ments thex-e  entail  an  expense  that  would  be  consider- 
able or  inconsiderable  ? — It  would  be  considerable. 

450.  Is  it  absolutely  necessary  that  it  should  be  put 
in  that  condition  ? — Most  undoubtedly. 

451.  If  left  as  at  px-esent — would  you  consider  if  they 
are  allowed  to  go  on  as  at  present,  that  from  pestilence 
or  disease  arising  there,  injury  would  x-esult  to  the  rest 
of  the  town  ? — So  I think.  If  disease  broke  out  there 
it  could  not  he  px-evented  from  extending  to  the  town. 

452.  Do  you  consider  that  the  management  of  the 
Corporation  is  better  than  that  of  the  Guax-dians  ? — Id 
consequence  of  having  experienced  men  connected  with 
the  work,  it  must  be  evident  that  that  is  so. 
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453.  Do  you  know  that  when  a matter  has  been 
investigated  and  reported  on  and  dealt  with  by  the 
sanitary  officer,  and  it  is  ordered  to  be  done — are  you 
aware  whether  the  procedure  has  been  proper  or  prompt 
as  a rule! — I always  found  the  notices  very  fairly  served, 
and  if  the  party  did  not  comply  he  was  summoned, 
and  then  he  was  dealt  with  by  the  magistrates. 
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454.  Do  you  think  the  system  of  the  Corporation 
is  more  prompt  than  that  of  the  Guardians  i — I think 
it  is. 

455.  Mr.  Luther. — That  concludes  the  case  for  the 
Corporation. 


Mr.  J ohn  Bagwell  examined. 


456.  The  Commissioner. — What  do  you  wish  to 
state  in  reference  to  the  proposition  of  the  Town  Council? 
— Without  any  communication  or  correspondence  with 
the  Mayor  of  the  town,  I wish  to  say  that  I entirely 
concur  with  what  he  said  about  the  taxation,  and  the 
increase  that  the  extension  would  entail.  I have  very 
little  to  add  to  what  he  said  except  to  confirm  from 
my  long  knowledge  of  the  place  both  as  a Grand 
Juror  and  magistrate,  as  a member  of  the  Corporation, 
and  member  for  the  town,  and  as  an  owner  of  property 
in  the  town — I coincide  with  everything  he  said  about 
it.  We  are  now  under  a new  regime,  and  that  we  are 
to  govern  ourselves  as  the  result  of  the  Provisional 
Order — I saw  it  down  for  3rd  reading  the  other  day, 
and  I suppose  we  shall  have  it  over  immediately. 

457.  There  is  no  opposition  to  it  ? — No.  The  Grand 
Juries  of  both  counties  passed  it.  I have  no  doubt 
we  shall  be  under  increased  taxation  on  account  of 
that,  and  if  this  small  valuation  of  £2,000  is  added,  to 
keep  six  miles  of  roads,  and  to  get  all  the  other  appli- 
ances, I think  we  shall  have  very  much  heavier 
taxation  than  we  have  now,  being  very  heavy  as 
it  is.  The  town  of  Clonmel  is  very  heavily  taxed 
and  I tliink  it  will  be  much  increased  by  the  new  Bill, 
and  if  the  increase  as  the  result  of  the  new  Bill  is  con- 
siderable, why  throw  in  these,  districts  for  us  to  take 
charge  of  1 I differ  in  opinion  with  many  of  the 
gentlemenaround  me,  when  they  talk  about,  the  increase 
of  building.  I don’t  think  there  has  been  a villa  built 
in  Clonmel  for  thirty  years,  arid  I think  taking  in 
these  lands  and  putting  us  to  heavier  taxation  in  the 
town,  would  be  probably  the  means  of  stopping  build- 
ing instead  of  increasing  it.  There  has  not  been,  I 
think,  for  thirty  years,  a villa  built  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Clonmel. 

458.  Mr.  Luther. — If  the  additional  taxation  was 
not  much,  would  you  oppose  the  extension  of  the  area  ? 


If  the  taxation  was  not  to  be  heavier  upon  the  town, 
I should  not  object  to  it  at  all ; but  I am  sure  it  would 
be  very  much  increased. 

459.  Would  not  the  Colville  and  Raheen  roads 
require  lighting? — Those  are  so  near  to  the  town  that 
they  might  reasonably  have  been  taken  in  long  ago. 
It  is  all  villas  on  both  sides,  there  are  villas  in  every 
part.  I don’t  think  it  would  be  any  advantage  to 
them  or  the  town,  but  a disadvantage  to  the  town  of 
Clonmel  to  take  over  the  roads  ; and  as  to  keeping  six 
miles  for  £150  a year,  I don't  think  Mr.  Carrutkers 
made  his  money  by  contracting  for  roads  at  that 
price.  1 don’t  think  that  sum  would  keep  a gentle- 
man’s avenue  properly.  I think  there  might  be 
changes  made.  I am  not  going  to  oppose  any- 
thing. I merely  come  to  give  my  opinion  as  a per- 
son concerned  in  the  matter,  and  to  give  my  opinion 
on  the  matter  of  taxation.  I told  gentlemen  before, 
when  they  wished  to  separate  from  the  county,  that  I 
thought  it  would  increase  the  taxation,  and  I think  so 
now ; and  I think  this  will  further  increase  the  taxa- 
tion, and  therefore  I wish  to  give  my  opinion,  but  I 
don’t  wish  to  put  a stoppage  to  any  improvement  that 
the  people  of  Clonmel  tliink  they  can  do,  but  I give  my 
opinion  that  this  won’t  be  an  improvement  so  far  as 
taxation  is  concerned. 

460.  The  Mayor. — From  my  analysis  of  the  matter 
I am  quite  satisfied  that  after  the  first  year  we  will 
save  considerably  for  the  rate-payers,  and  we  will  have 
good  streets  in  Clonmel,  and  that  we  have  not  had  for 
a considerable  time,  notwithstanding  that  we  have 
paid  an  enormous  paving  rate  for  it.  Several  of  the 
most  practical  men  of  the  Corporation  have  considered 
the  matter  very  carefully,  and  that  is  the  conclusion  we 
have  come  to.  It  is  simply  in  the  interests  of  the  rate 
payers  I am  here,  and  not  of  factious  opposition. 


Mr.  Alexander  Boyd  examined. 


461.  The  Commissioner. — You  live  at  Suirmount  ? 
— Yes. 

462.  That  is  within  the  proposed  extension  ? — Yes. 

463.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  extension  or  otherwise  ? 
— I think  it  is  for  the  general  good  of  Clonmel,  and  I 
would  like  my  road,  the  Raheen  road,  to  be  lit. 


464.  You  would  not  object  to  pay  something  for  it  ? 
— I would  not. 

465.  Do  you  think  that  the  extension  would  be  bene- 
ficial generally  to  the  inhabitants  ? — I should  say  that 
it  would. 


Mr.  Jeremiah  Moriarty  examined. 


466.  The  Commissioner. — You  reside  at  the  old 
bridge? — Yes. 

467.  Mr.  Luther. — You  were  I believe,  formerly  a 
member  of  the  Town  Council  ? — I was. 


468.  And  you  are  the  owner  of  property  at  the  old 
bridge  district  ? — I am. 

469.  And  you  are  in  favour  of  the  extension? — I am. 

470.  On  the  ground  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
people  there  ? — Yes,  and  to  extend  the  area  of  lighting. 


Mr.  John  O’Meara  examined. 


471.  The  Commissioner. — Are  you  a rate-payer  ? — 
I am. 

472.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  proposed  ex- 
tension ? — My  opinion  is  that  I never  knew  the  Cor- 
po  ration  of  Clonmel  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
county  Waterford,  or  to  have  any  claim  upon  it  at  all. 


473.  Have  you  land  in  the  county  Waterford  ? — 
Yes,  and  I live  there. 

474.  Are  you  a rate-payer  ? — Yes. 

475.  Is  your  son  a rate-payer? — He  is. 

476.  He'is  a rate-payer  ? — I am  one  and  he  is  another 

477.  Mr.  Luther. — There  is  only  one  rating. 


Cloxxxi.. 

J lay  26.  IS79. 

Mr.  Sebastian 
Brunieardi. 


Mr.  John 
Bagwell. 
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Boyd. 


Mr.  Jeremiah 
Moriarty. 


Mr.  John 
O’Meara. 
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Mr.  Ldthek,  re-examined. 


478.  The  Commissioner. — Did  the  Grand  Jury  at 
the  time  they  consented  to  the  separation,  did  they 
know  that  an  extension  of  this  kind  was  proposed  ? 

I don’t  think  they  did,  except  they  might  have  devined 


it  from  seeing  that  this  Commission  was  going  through 
the  country,  and  that  it  was  holding  these  inquiries 
I don’t  think  it  was  brought  before  them. 


Mr.  Richard  Bagwell  examined. 


479.  The  Commissioner. — You  are  a Grand  Juror  I 
believe  ? — Yes.  On  tkefirst  occasion,  when  the  question 
was  brought  before  the  Grand  Jury,  I was  foreman. 
There  was  a very  stormy  discussion  but  no  actual 
opposition,  because  you  know  the  Grand  Jurm^  were 
inclined  although  they  didn’t  like  it,  at  the  same 
time  they  were  not  inclined  to  run  counter  to  the  town. 
I was  in”  favour  of  it  not  so  much  upon  the  financial 
as  upon  social  and  political  grounds,  because  I think 
the  town  should  have  its  own  management.  But,  I 
think  there  would  have  been  violent  opposition  if  there 


had  been  any  question  of  extension  mooted.  It  was 
never  mooted  on  the  occasion  I refer  to,  and  it  did  not 
come  to  a vote,  for  the  reason  I tell  you. 

480.  Mr.  Luther. — It  never  could  have  been  in  the 
mind  of  the  Corporation  to  put  on  this  increase  to  their 
territory  at  that  time,  for  this  reason  : We  considered 
this  question  in  the  year  1874.  I doubt  if  your  Com- 
mission was  in  being  at  the  time.  There  was  no 
subterfuge  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation.  We  had 
no  conception  of  any  extension  at  the  time. 

The  enquiry  then  closed. 


COOKSTOWN— SEPTEMBER  16tii,  1879. 
(Before  Mr.  Henry  A.  Robinson.) 


Mr.  John  Fleming  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  are  clerk  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners 1 — Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position1! — For 
about  twelve  years. 

3.  Cookstown  is  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act? 
— Yes,  since  April  1855. 

4.  Was  it  adopted  for  all  purposes  ? — Yes. 

5.  Give  me  the  population  of  the  town  1 — At  the  last 
census  it  was  3,501. 

6.  And  would  you  say  it  is  increasing  or  diminishing? 
— It  is  above  4,000  at  present. 

7.  What  is  the  area? — 1S2a.  3r.  16p. 

8.  Does  that  include  whole  townlands  or  does  it  cut 
through  townlands  ? — There  are  portions  of  townlands 
running  along  the  streets  of  the  town. 

9.  I see  Munrush,  or  portion  of  it,  is  included  ? — 
Yes,  a small  portion. 

10.  What  is  the  acreage  of  that? — 3a.  1r.  36p.,  and 
portion  of  Cookstown,  74a.  3r.  29p.,  Gortalowry  50a. 
2r.  30p.,  Loy  54a.  Or.  37p. 

11.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  town  ? — £6,S02  5s. 

12.  And  on  how  much  of  that  is  the  full  rate  assessed, 
and  on  how  much  the  one-fourth  ? — It  is  assessed  the 
full  rate  on  £6,754  Is.  3d.  and  the  one-foui-th  on  the 
remainder — only  a trifle. 

13.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  town  included  ? 
— Cookstown. 

14.  Is  it  wholly  included  in  Cookstown  ? — Yes. 

15.  If  you  take  a radius  of  a mile  from  the  centre 
of  the  town  how  many  electoral  divisions  would  it  cut? 
— It  would  still  he  in  the  Cookstown  electoral  division. 

1 6.  Are  you  certain  of  that  ? — Y es ; perhaps  it  might 
go  into  one  other. 

17.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  electoral  division? 
—£11,693  9s. 

19.  And  the  area? — 3,354a.  1r.  6p. 

20.  Has  there  been  any  alteration  in  the  boundaries 
since  they  were  first  formed  ? — No. 

21.  Was  the  town  of  Cookstown  under  any  Act 
previous  to  being  constructed  under  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act  f^-Yes  the  9th  of  George  IV. 

_ 22.  And  the  boundary  under  the  9th  George  IV., 
did  it  difler  from  the  present  ? — I think  it  was  the  same, 
to  a great  extent. 

23.  What  have  been  the  municipal  rates  for  the  past 
five  years  ? — In  1874  the  municipal  rate  was  12d.  in  the 
pound,  and  it  has  been  that  since. 

24.  You  have  always  struck  the  full  rate  ? — Yes,  up 
to  the  present  year 


' 25.  What  have  been  the  poor  law  rates  during  tie 
same  period? — In  1874,  7 d. ; in  1875,  lid. ; in  1870 
12 d. ; in  1877,  S d. ; and  in  1878  and  1879,  9 d. 

26.  Did  that  include  a special  rate  for  sanitary 
purposes? — Yes,  in  1876  there  was  8d.  in  the  pound 
for  sewerage. 

27.  Eightpence  additional? — Yes,  and  in  1878  10J. 

2S.  What  was  the  contributory  district  over  which 

the  sanitary  rate  was  struck  ? — The  contributory 
district  took  in  the  whole  of  Cookstown,  Coolnafranky, 
Gortalowry  and  Loy. 

30.  No  portion  of  Mum-ush? — No. 

31.  Is  Cookstown  a market  town? — Yes,  there  is  a 
market  on  Tuesday,  and  a general  market  on  Saturday. 

32.  There  are  fail’s? — Yes. 

33.  Have  you  a fail-,  green  ? — Yes — a fair  hiiL 

34.  The  fail*  is  not  held  in  the  streets? — No,  but  the 
markets  are. 

35.  For  a radius  of  how  far  would  you  say  the  people 
derive  advantage  from  the  Cookstown  fairs  and 
markets  ? — Some  come  from  an  average  of  fifteen  miles. 

36.  The  whole  of  the  electoral  division  avails  itself 
of  these  advantages  ? — Yes. 

37.  Are  there  any  villa  residences  outside  the  town! 
— Well,  I can  scarcely  say  there  are. 

38.  Do  the  people  carrying  on  business  in  the  town 
live  in  their  places  of  business  or  outside? — Mostly 
all  reside  in  their  places  of  business. 

39.  Are  there  building  operations  going  on?— I es, 
especially  towards  the  railway. 

40.  Is  there  any  tendency  to  build  outside  the  muni- 
cipal limits  ? — Not  much. 

4 1 . Would  you  say  there  is  sufficient  land  within  the 
municipal  boundary  available  for  many  years  to  come 
— As  to  that  I could  scarcely  say. 

42.  Is  there  difficulty  experienced  ingetting  banding 
leases  within  the  town? — Well,  I can  hardly  say  t 

43.  Is  the  town  well  lighted  ? — Pretty  well. 

44.  With  gas  ? — Yes.  T 

45.  In  what  months  of  the  year  is  it  lighted  f— 
September — and  usually  kept  lighting  until  April 


sometimes  until  May. 

46.  Axe  the  markets  early  or  late  ? — They  vary • 

47.  And  the  people  who  come  in  to  those  mar  -ets 
avail  themselves  of  the  lights  ? — Yes. 

48.  There  are  schools  in  the  town  availed  ol  by  me 
children  of  people  living  outside? — Yes. 

49.  Can  you  tell  me  how  far  the  electoral 
extends  on  all  sides  from  the  centre  of  the  town . 
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furthest  point  would  not  be  more  than  two  miles.  Oil 
the  north  it  would  be  about  a mile  and  a half  to  Clag- 
gan ; on  tlie  south  rather  over  a mile. 

8 50  Are  there  any  improvements  which  the  Commis- 
sioners could  carry  on,  if  they  had  an  increased  area  of 
taxation  and  a larger  income  ?— There  are  a number  of 
Commissioners  here  who  would  be  better  able  to  answer 
that  question.  . . . , , .. 

51.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 
question  of  becoming  the  urban  sanitary  authority? — I 

they  have,  but  we  are  under  the  statutory  number 
or  limit. 

52.  But  under  the  seventh  section  of  the  Act,  you 
can  obtain  a Provisional  Order,  enabling  you  to  become 
the  urban  sanitary  authority  ? — A number  of  the  Town 
Commissioners  consider  that  the  Poor  Law  Guardians 
do  the  work  better  than  the  Commissioners  would. 

53.  Has  the  question  ever  been  mooted  of  getting  a 
separation  from  the  Grand  Jury  as  to  roads? — The 
streets  of  Cookstown  are  very  fairly  repaired,  and 
therefore  we  do  not  think  it  would  be  any  advantage. 

54.  However  there  was  no  resolution  passed  on  Hie 
subject? — No. 

55.  Now  as  to  the  question  of  extension ; we  sub- 
mitted certain  queries  to  you,  were  they  considered  at 
a special  meeting  or  at  an  ordinary  meeting  ? — At  a 
general  meeting.. 

50.  We  ask  in  query  eight,  “ What  is  tlie  opinion  of 
the  municipal  body  on  the  subject  ?”  and  they  reply 
that  they  hold  the  existing  boundary  should  be 
enlarged.  Did  they  specify  any  particular  extension  ? 
— Last  Friday  evening  they  held  a meeting  and  came 
to  the  conclusion  to  take  in  tlie  entire  electoral  division. 

5".  Did  they  intend  to  take  in  the  entire  of  the 
townland  of  Drumgal  ? — It  is  in  the  electoral  division 
and  therefore  it  would  come  in. 

53.  On  wliat  ground  do  they  suggest  this  ? — They 
think  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  town,  and  also 
that  the  people  within  the  electoral  division,  or  who 
live  within  a mile  or  so,  derive  advantage  from  the 
town. 

50.  You  are  a ratepayer  in  the  town  ? — I am. 

GO.  And  have  lived  here  some  time? — Yes. 

61.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  yourself  on  the 
subject  ? — I would  prefer  not  answering  that. 

Mr.  Black,  Solicitor. — I represent  tlie  landlords  of  a 
considerable  portion  of  Cookstown — Messrs.  James 
Moore  and  John  Byers  Gunning  Moore. 

62.  Mr.  Black. — As  I understand  you,  Mr.  Fleming, 
the  present  boundary  contains  182  acres? — Yes. 

63.  And  what  now  is  the  extended  boundary  pro- 
posed by  the  Town  Commissioners,  for  I gather  from 
your  evidence  that  you  yourself  are  not  inclined  to 
justify  the  proposed  extension  ? — I did  not  say  that. 

64.  No,  but  you  preferred  not  answering  the  question 
put  hy  the  Commissioner  ? — I will  explain  the  reason. 
I hold  about  120  acres  that  will  be  within  the  proposed 
new  boundary,  and  therefore  I am  not  for  it  on  that 
account. 

65.  Now,  as  to  the  new  area  proposed,  what  does  it 
comprehend,  how  many  acres? — 3,354a.  Ir.  6p. 

66.  Something  like  twenty  times  the  present  area  ? 
— I suppose  so. 

67.  And  how  many  inhabitants  are  within  the  pro- 
posed extended  area  %— I do  not  know. 

68.  Look  at  that  abstract  of  the  valuation  and  see 
if  it  is  nearly  correct  (handing  witness  a paper) — do 
you  see  that  there  are  scarcely  any  houses  at  all  to  be 
brought  in  ? — There  are  not  many. 

09.  Bow  many  over  £10  valuation? — Well  over 
—10  valuation  not  many. 

10.  Would  there  be  half  a dozen? — I think  not. 

, ' Well,  I am  content  to  take  that,  and  do  you 
think  it  would  be  better  for  the  town  to  take  in  this 
?xea.^ — Of  course  I have  told  you  about  my  own  farm, 
mt  it  would  make  ns  pay  less  in  the  town. 

i So  that  it  is  simply  to  lessen  the  burthen  of 
taxation  on  Cookstown  that  this  is  to  be  brought  in? 
— I cannot  say  that. 

<3.  How  would  the  Commissioners  in  any  way 


benefit  this  extended  area? — They  appear  to  think 
that  it  would  lessen  the  taxation  of  Cookstown  con- 
siderably, 

7 4.  And  the  express  object  is  to  lessen  the  taxation 
of  Cookstown  ? — I don’t  know  that. 

75.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  reason?— I do  not. 

70.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  other  reason,  but  that 
it  was  to  benefit  Cookstown  by  lessening  taxation  ? — I 
don’t  remember. 

77.  W ould  you  have  auy  sewerage  or  water  to  supply 

for  this  district? 

78.  Mr.  Robinsos. — That  is  under  tlie  jurisdiction 
of  the  guardians. 

7 9.  Mr.  Black. — Yes,  but  it  is  possible  the  guardians 
might  become  tlie  sanitary  authority,  and  I want  to 
know  if  they  could  in  auy  way  benefit  them. 

Witness. — There  is  one  thing  certain  that  they  don’t 
want  to  be  taxed,  whether  they  would  bo  lighted  or 
not. 

SO.  Do  you  think  tlie  Commissioners  would  purpose 
to  light  any  of  this  outlying  district? — I cannot  say 
really. 

81.  Is  there  any  new  building  operation  going  on  in 
these  outlying  districts  ? — The  new  buildings  are  all 
within  the  town. 

82.  And,  therefore,  there  would  be  no  reason  for 
the  Town  Commissioners  to  interfere,  so  far  as  buildings 
are  concerned,  outside  their  boundary  ? — The  only  por- 
tions in  my  opinion  that  would  be  entitled  to  come  in- 
to the  town  boundary  are  the  buildings  of  the  new 
railway  here. 

83.  That  is  for  the  purpose  of  taxing  them? — They 
will  have  to  be  lighted  and,  therefore,  should  be  taxed. 

84.  Are  they  outside  the  boundary  ? — Yes. 

85.  Altogether,  I gather  from  your  evidence  that  it 
is  for  the  purpose  of  benefiting  the  town  of  Cookstown 
and  lightening  the  rates  that  this  extended  area  would 
be  brought  in  ? — Yes. 


Cookstown. 
Sept.  16,  1379. 

Mr.  John 


Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Samuel  Younge,  Solicitor, 

(appearing  for  Messrs  Adair,  mill  owners,  who  oppose 

the  extension). 

86.  As  to  sixteen  townlands,  I have  here  a return, 
and  from  that  it  appears  that  there  is  no  house  at  all 
in  the  first  townlancl.  There  is  no  house  at  Ballymena 
townland,  none  at  Claggan? — I see  the  place  I have 
my  farm  and  house  1 don’t  see  that  valued  there. 

87.  "What  I want  to  show  is  this,  that  as 
regards  these  sixteen  townlands  there  would  be 
taxation  without  representation,  for  there  are  only 
four  houses  in  the  whole  sixteen  townlands  valued  at 
more  than  £4  ?— That  is  so  as  to  Ballymena. 

SS.  It  applies  to  the  whole  sixteen  townlands. 
There  are  only  four  houses  valued  atmore  than  £4, 
so  that  it  would  be  taxation  without  representation  ? 
— Well  I suppose  it  would. 

89.  Now  you  have  already  answered  with  regard 
to  tlie  benefit  to  be  conferred  on  Cookstown  by  the 
extension.  Do  not  the  people  who  carry  on  business 
in  Cookstown  live  for  the  most  paid;  in  their  places  of 
business  ? — They  do. 

90.  They  do  not  live  outside  the  boundary  ? — No. 

91.  Now  have  you  read  the  queries  sent  down  and 
the  replies  given  by  the  Commissioners  ?— Yes. 

92.  Tell  me  what  is  the  furthest  distance  these 
townlands  run— would  not  some  run  two  miles  from 
tlie  town  ?— Some  would  run  about  that  distance. 

94.  Does  not  Dungannon  run  two  miles  from  where 
you  are  standing  ? — Scarcely. 

95.  Is  it  more  than  a mile  and  three  quarters  ? — Of 
course,  to  the  furthest  part  of  it  would  be  at  least  that. 

96.  Now  you  are  the  officer  of  the  Commissioners, 
and  you  can  tell  us  do  they  intend  to  expend  any  money 
on  these  townlands  they  wish  to  bring  in  to  assist  the 
rates? — If  the  town  was  extended  I suppose  they 
would  have  to  do  so. 

97.  Is  there  not  plenty  of  building  ground  available 
in  the  town,  and  supplied  at  reasonable  terms  by.  our 
friends  here  ? — Plenty. 
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98.  So  far  as  you  know,  then,  they  do  not  intend  to 

spend  any  money  on  building  in  tliis  new  boundary’ 

99.  Mr.  Robinson. — Wliat  powers  would  tlie  Com- 
missioners have  to  do  so  ? 

100.  Mr.  Younge. — Well,  yes;  but  what  I want  to 
bring  out  is  that  they  are  not  contemplating,  doing  any- 
thing for  the  new  district.  As  to  the  sewerage  of  Cooks- 
town,  will  it  benefit  any  of  these  sixteen  townlands  1 

101.  Mr.  Robinson. — But  the  Commissioners  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  It  is  the  guardians  who  look 
after  that. 

102.  Mr.  Younge. — The  Commissioners  propose  to 
light  tliis  district  ? — 

J Yitness. — I think  it  would  be  ridiculous  if  they  did. 

103.  Mr.  Younge. — Now  it  is  put  forward  that  the 
fact  of  Cookstown  being  a baronial  town  requires 
them  to  get  assistance  from  the  surrounding  country. 
Now  what  expense  does  it  put  them  to — being  a 
baronial  town  1—  I don’t  know. 

104.  Nor  anyone  else.  Is  it  not  in  fact  an  advan- 
tage to  them — are  there  not  four  courts  held  in  this 
court  house — in  consequence  of  its  being  a baronial 
town? — Yes. 

105.  And  does  not  that  bring  farmers  and  others 
in  here  for  the  purpose  of  doing  their  business,  four 
times  in  the  year  ? — Yes. 

106.  And  when  they  come  in  do  hot  the  shop 
windows  here  attract  them  to  lay  out  their  money  to 
buy  goods  of  different  kinds  ? — I suppose  so. 

107.  So  that  instead  of  its  being  a baronial  town 
being  prejudicial  it  is  an  improvement  ? — I suppose  so. 

108.  You  would  not  like  all  these  people  to  be 
brought  to  Dungannon? — No,  I would  like  to  see  as 
large  a crowd  in  the  town  as  I could. 

109.  Now  is  not  Stuartstcwn  only  five  miles  away  ? 
— Yes. 

110.  Coalisland  only  six  and  a half  miles? — Yes. 

111.  Dungannon  only  nine  miles? — Yes. 

112.  Magherafelt  only  eight  miles  ?— I suppose  so. 

1 1 3.  And  Pomeroy  only  seven  miles  ? — I suppose  so. 

114.  And  is  there  not  railway  accommodation  this 
minute  with  these  towns  ? — Yes. 

115.  Now  if  the  iidiabitants  of  these  sixteen  town- 
lands  chose  to  go  to  these  towns,  I have  mentioned  or 
any  one  of  them  would  it  not  be  a serious  loss  to 
Cookstown  ? — Y es. 

116.  So  then  we  may  take  it  that  so  far  from  Cooks- 
.town  benefiting  these  sixteen  townlands,  these  sixteen 
townlands  benefit  Cookstown  by  coming  to  the  markets  ? 
— Yes. 

117.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  consider,  I suppose,  that 
it  is  a case  of  mutual  benefit  ? — Yes ; I think  it  is  better 
for  them  to  come  here  than  to  go  far  away. 

118.  Mr.  lounge. — But  it  is  to  be  remembered  that 
if  they  were  taxed  they  would  go  far  away  to  avoid  it 
— do  you  think  the  people  of  Cookstown  cany  on  then- 
business  merely  for  the  advantage  of  these  sixteen  out- 
lying townlands  ? — No. 

119.  They  are  not  such  philanthropists  as  that,  they 

carry  iton,  I shoidd  say  for  their  own  advantage? Yea 

120.  Now  do  you  really  think  the  outlying  districts, 
proposed  to  be  brought  in,  derive  any  advantage  from 
the  town  ? — I think  they  have  a great  many  advantages. 

121.  Have  they  any  more  advantage  than  being  able 
to  use  the  roads  of  Cookstown  ? — -In  the  first  place  they 
have  good  landlords. 

122.  But  we  have  that  in  Dungannon;  we  have 
better,  we  have  titled  landlords.  Now  I ask  you  this, 
when  the  country  people  come  in  with  their  money— 
their  ready  mouey  to  spend  here,  do  they  derive  any 
more  advantage  than  simply  to  use  the  roads  to  enable 
them  to  walk  in  and  out? — I suppose  not. 

123.  And  are  not  these  roads  kept  up  by  the  county  1 

124.  Now  about  tlie  flagging,  was  not  two-thirds  of 
the  cost  of  the  flagging  paid  by  the  county  ?— It  was. 

125.  Now  in  answer  to  the  queries,  allusion  is  made 
to  the  union  workhouse,  and  it  is  given  as  a reason 
why  there  should  be  au  extension,  that  the  union  work- 
house  is  there,  and  that  it  affords  a reason  why  county 


n«ghW  should  Mist  them  to  pay  taxation, 
u-hot  maimer  does  the  urnon  workhouse  being  Lem , ! 
to  the  expense  of  the  tosvn.  Are  not  the  persona  1ml 
mg  the  contracts  for  supplying  the  »ortCe 
m the  town,  and  does  not  the  town  in  that  wav  0 
the  benefit  of  those  contracts  ?— Yes  ; but  stran«e  • ?6t 
have  those  contracts  if  they  tender  lower.  ° * Can 

126.  Yes  but  the  Scotch  element  is  too  strong  t, 

for  that— do  not  the  townspeople  as  a milbr  of  r 
get  it  ? — Yes ; I know  they  do.  °f  fact 

127.  And  are  not  the  contracts  supplied  by  the  shore 

keepers  for  their  own  advantage  ? — Yes.  1 

128.  A nd  are  not  tlie  rates  paid  by  the  union  ?— Y .» 

129.  Now  we  are  here  met  in  this  very  comfortaU. 
Petty  Sessions  room— now  that  is  made  in  some  wav 
a reason  for  this  proposal— in  the  first  place  is  not 
the  rent  paid  by  the  county  ? — Yes. 

130.  And  not  out  of  the  rate  of  the  town— now  is  it 
not  a great  advantage  to  the  town  of  Cookstown  to 
have  the  litigants  coming  in  twice  every  month  brin"- 
ing  in  their  money  here  to  pay  the  professional  men  and 
to  spend  in  the  shops? — Yes. 

131.  Do  you  think  it  is  right  or  fair  to  try  to  compel 
these  sixteen  townlands  to  hear  any  portion  of  tlie  tax- 
ation of  Cookstown  ?— As  far  as  I am  myself  concerned" 
and  from  selfish  motives,  I would  say  not. 

132.  If  you  were  not  in  office  what  would  vour 
opinioube  ?— Certainly  I would  think  it  hard  to  be  taxed. 

133.  Mr.  Robinson. — Do  your  clients  say,  Jlr. 
Younge,  that  they  deriv  eno  benefit  whatever’  from 
Cookstown  ? 

Mr.  Younge. — Yes;  they  do — we  say  we  confer 
benefit  on  it. 


134.  Do  your  clients  come  into  the  town  frequently! 
— They  do  come  in  frequently. 

135.  Do  they  make  use  of  the  markets  and  shops  ? 
— Yes ; but  the  roads  ore  paid  for  by  tlie  grand  jury. 

136.  Yes,  but  the  scavenging  is  paid  for  by  the  Com- 
missioners—do  your  clients  maintain  that  they  derive 
no  benefit  from  tlie  lights  of  the  town  ? — They  do  not 
derive  any  benefit  from  them,  because  they  all  come 
in  and  go  out  when  it  is  light. 

137.  Are  your  clients  in  every  day  ? — Not  every  day. 

13S.  But  every  day  they  come  in  of  course  they  use 

these  roads  ? — Of  course  they  do,  but  it  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  the  roads  are  kept  up  by  the  county — 
the  cleansing  of  the  roads  is  done  by  the  county — the 
lighting  is  done  by  the  Town  Commissioners.  The 
Commissioners  sweep  the  crossings. 

139.  They  have  a scavenging  staff? — One  man. 

140.  Do  your  clients  say  they  have  no  advantage 
from  the  town  ? — They  say  that  on  the  contrary  they 
confer  advantage  on  Cookstown.  I pay  rent  for  my 
office,  and  therefore  I confer  benefit  on  the  town. 

141.  On  tlie  landlord  rather? — Who  is  a Commis- 
sioner and  lives  in  the  town.  My  clients  coming  into  the 
town  do  no  inj  ury  and  should  not  be  asked  to  pay  anything. 

142.  Do  they  not  make  use  of  the  lights  %— No ; they 
don’t  come  in  at  night. 

143.  Do  they  not  do  their  marketing  in  the  town  ? 
— Yes ; but  the  town  gets  the  benefit  of  that. 

144.  Well,  so  do  they — you  contend  that  they  get  no 
benefit  from  the  town  ? — Y es,  most  solemnly  and  seriously 
we  say  we  get  no  benefit,  hut  confer  benefit  on  the  town 
every  time  they  come  in.  There  is  an  hotel  here — I 
put  my  horse  up  there  and  give  the  ostler  a shilling. 

145.  Well,  it  is  a convenience  to  you  to  have  the 
ostler  there?— Yes,  but  he  gets  the  shilling,  and  every- 
one who  comes  in  would  lay  out  something.  1 would 
ask  Mr.  Fleming  one  question  more — what  does  the 
scavenger  who  sweeps  the  crossings  get  ? — 

Mr.  Fleming. — He  gets  9s.  a week  for  lighting  the 
lamps  and  sweeping  the  crossings. 


Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Tioigg  (Solicitor  for  gentlemen 
opposing  the  extension — Mr.  Samuel  Magill  and 
Mr.  John  Murray). 

146.  You  know  Killyloon  demesne? — Yes. 

147.  It  comprises  500  acres? — I believe  so. 

148.  It  is  shut  in  by  a wall  ? — Yes. 
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• 149.  Now  lias  tlie  proprietor  of  that  demesne  any 
interest  beyond  his  own  demesne  wall  1 — I don’t  think 

Can  yon  say,  or  have  yon  hoard  tho  Commis- 
sioners give  any  reason  why  tho  domesno  should  l»e  in- 
cluded in  the  boundary,  or  how  it  would  ho  benefited 
by  being  included.  Did  they  propose  to  light  the 
avenue  to  the  house  ? — I am  not  sure. 

151.  Mr.  John  Weir  (a  ratepayer).— -How  many 
mills  are  situated  within  a mile  of  Cookstown  ?— There 
are  four — yours  is  one  and  there  are  throe  others. 

152.  What  is  the  distance  of  Mr.  Adair’s  mills  from 
the  town  l— About  half  a mile. 

153.  Mr.  Robinson.— How  many  gentlemen’s  resi- 
dences are  within  the  electoral  division? — Not  more 
than  four  at  the  outside. 

154.  I suppose  the  inclusion  of  tho  electoral  division 
WOnl(l  notbi-ing  the  population  up  to  6,000  ? — I think 
not 

155.  Mr.  Weir. — I would  ask  Mr.  Fleming  again 
how  far  is  Mr.  Adair’s  mill. 

156.  Mr.  Robinson. — It  appears  from  the  map  to 
be  about  a quarter  of  a mile  tram  tho  Main  street. 

157.  Mr.  Weir. — Exactly.  Is  there  not  a special 
lamp  there  for  their  works,  on  the  edge  of  the  boundary, 
paid  for  by  the  town? — I think  it  is  specially  for  the 
benefit  of  the  workers. 


158.  There  is  no  other  lamp  in  a similar  position  ? — cookstown. 

No.  Sept.  10, 187!*. 

159.  Was  not  that  lamp  by  the  majority  of  the  Com-  Mr  j" jj“ 
missioned  taken  away,  and  by  the  influence  of  Messrs.  Flaming. 
Adair  put  back  ? — Yes. 

160.  And  don’t  yon  think  the  Messrs.  Adair  and 
the  other  owners  derive  benefit  from  the  lights  of  tho 
town?— Yes. 

161.  Do  not  all  tho  mills  get  an  advantage  from  the 
lighting  of  the  streets? — Yos. 

162.  Would  it  not  be  only  fair  that  the  new  railway 
station  should  he  brought  in? — Yes. 

1G3.  Mr.  Young ti. — Is  not  the  lamp  Mr.  Weir  has 
alluded  to,  within  the  municipal  boundary  ? — Yes. 

164.  It  is  not  outside  it’ — No. 

165.  Now  do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that 
it  was  at  tho  solicitation  of  Mr.  Adair  that  the  lamp 
was  put  there? — Well,  the  lamp  was  there  before  I 
came  to  tho  town. 

166.  How  many  years  ago  ? — It  was  some  six  or  seven 
years  ago  it  was  taken  away,  and  there  was  a row  kicked 
up  by  some  person,  and  the  lamp  was  put  back. 

167.  Now  do  not  a number  of  Mr.  Adair’s  workers 
live  at  Gortalowry  and  within  tbe  town? — The  great 
majority  of  them  live  within  the  boundary. 

1 68.  And  they  may  have  caused  it  to  be  re-erected, 
and  pay  rates  for  it?— Yes. 


Mr.  John  Haubison  examined. 


1C9.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  aro  Chairman  of  tho 
Town  Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

170.  How  long  liavo  yon  been  a member  of  tho  Town 
Board? — Nearly  since  tho  commencement  j in  fnob,  I 
was  only  onco  tin-own  out. 

171.  How  long  have  you  been  Chairman? — 1 am  in 
my  third  year  at  present. 

172.  You  are  a resident  iu  the  town?  Yes,  and 
have  been  for  forty  years. 

173.  Were  you  present  at  tho  mooting  when  tho 
question  of  the  extension  of  the  boundary  was  con- 
sidered ? — Yes. 

174.  And  you  are  in  favour  of  an  extension?—  Yos. 
Necessity  forced  us  to  it.  Tho  original  boundary, 
under  the  9 Geo.  TV.,  only  wont  to  Loy-street,  then 
Chapel-street,  then  somewhat  more. 

175.  Do  you  consider  tho  people  residing  within  tins 
electoral  division,  dcrivo  advantage  from  their  proxi- 
mity to  the  town? — So  far  as  having  the  town,  kept 
in  good  order,  coming  in  to  good  niiu-keta — they  cer- 
tainly do. 

176.  And  you  think  tho  improvements  ellectod  in 
the  town  in  the  way  of  flagging,  crossings,  and  so  on, 
are  of  benefit,  not  only  to  the  town,  but  to  those  living 
outside? — No  doubt  it  is  an  advantage  for  the  town 
to  be  in  good  order  for  the  people  coming  in. 

177.  If  the  people  outside  had  to  pay  one-fourth 
the  municipal  taxation,  would  it  be  too  much — would 
it  be  a hardsliip  ? — Some  farmers  would  feel  it  a hard- 
ship. I would  suffer  myself — holding  a good  deal  of 
townparks  ; but  I think  it  would  not  bo  such  a hard- 
ship to  those  townparks  in  close  proximity  to  the  town. 

178.  The  landlords  find  their  lands  set  better — is 
more  valuable  in  fact,  near  the  town? — No  doubt. 
You  can  have  market  gardens. 

179.  Does  the  land  near  the  town  fetch  a higher 
rent  on  account  of  its  proximity  ? — Generally. 

180.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  area  of  the  electoral 
division  ? — The  Town  Commissioners  were  under  the 
impression  it  could  not  he  divided,  or  they  would  have 
left  out  some  portions  such  as  Druingarron  and  perhaps 
others. 

181.  Were  you  influenced  by  the  fact  that  the 
Select  Committee  recommended  the  electoral  divisions 
should  be  coterminous  with  towns  ? — Yea. 

182.  Otherwise  you  would,  not  have  taken  in 
Dramgarron? — No. 

183.  I suppose  Cookstown  is  a very  good  market 
town? — Yes,  very  good. 


184.  And  you  don’t  see  any  advantage  that  would 
accrue  to  the  people  if  they  were  to  go  off  to  Pomeroy 
or  other  places,  as  was  suggested  ?— No.  It  is  not 
probable  that  they  would. 

185.  I understand  you  do  not  propose  to  light  these 
remote  districts? — Oh,  no. 

186.  That  is,  with  the  one-fourth  taxation  you  would 
receive  from  these  remote  districts,  you  could  not  supply 
lights? — No.  It  would  ho  quite  impossible. 

187.  Is  there  any  likelihood  of  the  Commissioners 
applying  for  a provisional  order  to  become  the  urban 
sanitary  authority  ? — The  general  feeling  is  against  it, 
on  this  ground,  that  wo  believe  they  would  loose  their 
right  to  a moiety  of  tlio  rates  from  the  landlord. 

188.  The  Select  Committee  have  expressedan  opinion 
that  all  rates  should  ho  assessed  equally.  Are  any  im- 
provements of  a sanitary  nature  required  in  the  town  t 


—l  tluuk  not. 

1 89.  If  you  had  a larger  income  is  there  any  lmprove- 
mont  tho  Town  Commissioners  would  try  and  effect,  in 
the  way  of  paving  ?— We  might  put  down  more  flagging, 
uid  put  the  streets  in  better  order.  There  'were  com- 
plaints in  winter  about  tho  crossings  and  flags. 

190.  Was  your  Board  unanimous  on  the  question 
of  extension?— I called  the  meeting  and  there  was  no 
second  opinion  upon  it,  hut  wo  were  misled  by  the 
idea  as  to  the  electoral  division,  tliat  we  could  not 
divide  it 

191.  Wo  will  follow  any  boundary  you  may  recom- 

mend, provided  it  appears  to  be  a fail*  and  reasonable 
one.  The  Select  Committee  only  made  the  suggestion 
as  to  the  electoral  divisions,  but  we  can  adopt  any 
boundary?— Well,  anything  within  a mile  would  not 
be  too  far.  It  is  providing  against  the  contingency 
of  any  taxation  put  on  by  the  sanitary  authorities  a 
blie  workhouse.  « an  '* 

192.  They  can  strike  that  ns  they  like?— iliat  is 
looked  upon  as  a great  anomaly. 

193.  Do  you  think  Killymoon  should  be  brought 
iu.  1 — Well,  it  gets  very  well  for  grazing  purposes. 

194.  Being  so  near  tbe  town?— Yes.  . 

195.  And  therefore  may  be  said  to  derive  excei*- 

tional  advantages  from  its  proximity  to  the  town  (— 
Yes,  it  makes  it  more  valuable.  . . 

196.  Mr.  JllacJc. — The  income  of  tbe  Commissioners 
is  £300— how  is  it  spent?— Thoro  is  tbe  lighting  with 


&ai97.  What  does  tlie  lighting  cost?— £2,  or. £2  2s 
a lamp.  r 


Mr.  John 
Hitrbison. 
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Cookstown.  198.  What  is  the  total  amount  ? — £120  a veav; 

Sept.  10.  isro.  about  that. 

Mr  John  199.  Ancl  do  you  think  the  inhabitants  of  those 

IlarVson.  townlands  would  be  benefited  by  that  lighting? — Yes, 
coming  in  to  their  business,  they  can  sec  their  way. 

200.  Do  they  generally  come  in  at  night? — No,  but 
they  very  often  stay. 

201.  How  much  is  spent  on  keeping  the  crossings 
clean? — Not  very  much;  the  expenditure- within  the 
last  few  years  has  been  principally  on  flagging  and 
footpaths. 

202.  How  much  was  spent  on  flagging  ? — There  was 

£500  one  yeai- — we  paid  £200 

203.  The  county  contributed  largely  to  that  ? — Yes, 
they  pay  twice  that  towards  the  full  sum  of  £1,500. 

204.  And  do  not  the  townlands  pay  their  share  of 
the  county  expenditure  ? — The  same  as  we  do. 

205.  Now  I think  you  said  necessity  forced  this 
extension  on  you? — Yes. 

206.  What  has  been  the  necessity  ? — There  lias  been 
a sanitary  rate  and  a poor  rate. 

207.  flow  does  the  sanitary  rate  effect  you,  for  the 
Commissioners  do  not  levy  that  1 — Is  it  any  difference 
who  levies  it,  when  one’s  pocket  has  to  suffer. 

208.  And  will  you  tell  me  how  the  fact  of  the 
Guardians  levying  a sanitary  rate  forced  an  extension 
on  the  Commissioners? — There  was  great  talk  of  more 
sanitary  rate  being  levied  for  bringing  water  in  with 
high  pressure. 

209.  Well,  and  how  will  the  Commissioners  getting 
an  extension  help  that? — Why,  the  tiling  will  fall 
lighter  on  each  person. 

210.  The  Guardians  put  on  a water  tax,  and  the 
Commissioners  put  on  a town  tax,  won’t  that  be  in- 
creased taxation  ? — Yes. 

21 1.  How  will  the  Guardians  putting  on  a water  tax 
effect  the  Commissioners  iu  getting  an  extension  ? — 
Why  the  Commissioners  can  provide  so  as  to  equalise 
it,  and  make  more  parties  than  themselves  feel  it. 

212.  Is  that  what  you  call  necessity  forcing  you  to 
make  an  extension — you  do  not  want  to  put  your 
hands  into  your  own  pockets,  hut  you  do  want  to  put 
your  hands  into  the  pockets  of  people  outside  ? — No, 
I do  not. 

213.  You  have  property  in  town? — Yes. 

214.  How  much  is  your  valuation  in  the  town? — 

My  own  house  is  between  £90  ancl  £100,  and  connected 
with  the  hotel  there  is  a valuation  of  £55,  and 

215.  Tell  us  iu  round  numbers?— I think  this  whole 
is  about  £198. 

216.  Mr.  Robinson. — Do  you  anticipate  if  you  got 
an  increased  area  for  the  municipal  taxation,  the  con- 
tributary  district  on  which  the  sanitary  rates  would  be 
assessed  would  be  enlarged  also  ? — Yes. 

217.  That  is  a mistake  then,  for  the  Guardians  can 


strike  it  upon  what  district  they  like.  Do  you  anti- 
cipate becoming  the  urban  sanitary  authority  va,,.' 
selves  ? — Well,  yes,  that  might  be.  ’ J y r‘ 

218.  You  selected  the  electoral  division  as  the  ex 

tended  boundary,  because  you  bolieved  the  Commis-* 
sionors  would  adhere  to  it,  and  that  it  could  not  be 
deviated  from  ? — Yes. 


219.  And  as  1 understand,  if  you  considered  tkt  it 
could  Iks  deviated  from,  you  would  of  done  so  ?— Yes 
the  extreme  wings  would  have  been  left  out.  I wjij 
put  it  before  them  again. 

220.  In  your  private  opinion  as  well  as  representing 
the  Commissioners  is  that  the  only  alteration  you 
would  propose  to  make?  -It  is  at  present  the  only  one 
I see  feasible.  It  would  be  difficult  to  form  a circular 
boundary  for  Cookstown  is  one  long  street  I may  say 
— one  mile  long. 

221.  And  the  municipal  district  includes  just  that? 
— Very  little  else. 

222.  M r.  Jilaclc. — Suppose  the  electoral  division  was 
left  out  of  the  question  altogether,  what  would  you 
suggest  as  a proper  boundary  for  the  town?— Not  more 
than  a mile  beyond  the  town — land  or  property  within 
a mile  of  it  is  all  benefited. 

223.  Do  you  not  think  the  town  benefits  just  as 
much  from  these  properties  as  they  do  from  it? — Well 
we  wish  them  to  bear  some  of  the  burthens. 

224.  Your  burthens? — Not  personal  .burthens,  hut 
of  the  town. 

225.  Would  you  flag  any  of  the  outside  district?— 
No. 

226.  Nor  light  it? — You  may  make  as  much  logic 
as  you  like  out  of  it,  but  you  have  it  before  you.  They 
get  benefits  from  the  town  as  it  is,  and  ought  to  pay 
something  for  that. 

227.  You  want  the  people!  outside  to  pay  for  the 
flagging  inside? — No,  but  just  for  the  advantages  they 
derive  from  coming  into  houses  of  worship,  and  houses 
of  law,  and  schools,  and  markets,  and  using  the  mads 
and  streets,  and  light  ami  water  and  so  on. 

228.  Mr.  l'aunge. — I believe  you  are  an  advocate 
for  no  taxation  without  representation  1 — Yes. 

229.  Will  you  kindly  tell  the  Commissioner  what 
representation  there  would  ho  in  these  sixteen  town- 
lands  ? — Certainly,  they  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
voting  for  Guardians  and  Commissioners,  why  not? 

230.  How  many  of  the  four  people  in  the  sixteen 
townlands  would  huvo  a vote  ? — They  arc  all  rated  over 


231.  How  many  people  would  have  a vote? — I could 
not  say. 

232.  Four  in  sixteon  townlands? — There  are  far 


more. 

233.  Mr.  Twigg. — You  have  given  up  Drumgavron  ? 
— Well,  I suppose  so. 


Mr.  John  L. 
Weir. 


Mr.  John  L.  Weir  examined 


234.  Mr.  Robinson— Y ou  are  a ratepayer  of  Cooks- 
town, I understand? — Yes. 

235.  You  live  inside  the  boundary  ?— Yes,  and  I 
have  a mill  outside. 

236.  You  tbink  the  people  outside  derive  advantage 
from  the  town? — Yes. 

237.  And  if  they  had  to  pay  one-fourth  it  would 
not  be  an  undue  hardship? — No.  I would  not  go  in 
for  the  boundary  adopted  by  the  Commissioners. 

238.  You  would  not  be  in  favour  of  adopting  the 
electoral  division?— No — it  would  be  unfair,  and  by  no 
means  a scientific  frontier. 

239.  What  do  you  consider  would  be  a fair  boundary 
to  select? — I would  include  those  townlands  which 
touch  the  boundary. 

240.  The  same  in  fact  as  the  contributory  district 
for  sanitary  purposes? — Yes. 

241.  How  many  townlands  would  yOu  include? 

There  is  Munrusb,  Cookstown,  Loy,  Coolnafrauky, 
Sullenboy  and  Gortnalowry. 

242.  Would  you  take  in  any  portion  of  Mulloon? 
— No. 


243.  Any  portion  of  Coolrays? — Well,  it  is  not 
much.  I would  take  in  those  I have  named. 

244.  The  farmers  in  Coolray  derive  advantage  from 
the  town? — Yes. 

245.  Now  what  are  your  reasons  for  this  extension? 
— All  the  people  in  these  townlands  I have  named 
derive  benefit  from  the  town. 

246.  And  do  any  of  these  people  pay  anything 

towards  the  town  ?— No,  and  some  of  them  have  then- 
mills  three  or  four  yards  from  the  boundary.  Mr- 
Young  did  not  deny,  and  does  not  deny  I suppose,  that 
there  is  considerable  traffic  through  the  streets  to  the 
mills.  . 

247.  The  Commissioners  have  always  been  obliged 
to  strike  the  full  rato? — This  year  it  is  reduced  to 
tenpence.  The  land  near  the  town  is  treble  the  value 
it  would  be  if  it  was  further  off.  Land  is  let  at  £3  an 
acre  here  that  further  away  would  not  bring  £1- 

248.  Is  Cookstown  considered  a good  market  ?— Y 
one  of  the  best  flax  markets  and  general  markets. 

is  one  of  the  best  markets  in  Ireland — people  coroe 
here  from  fifteen  to  twenty  miles. 
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349.  And  this  extension  you  propose,  would  it  take 
in  any  residences'? — Yes,  there  is  Loymount  for 
instance — Mr.  Adair’s  residence  and  Mr.  M'Cormacks. 

250.  It  is  principally  arable  lands  that  are  taken  ini 
—There  is  a lot  in  the  shape  of  mills  that  are  taken  in. 

251.  You  do  not  propose  to  take  in  Killymoon 
demesne? — The  entrance  to  Killymoon  demesne  comes 
up  to  the  town. 

252.  Is  there  anything  you  would  like  to  suggest  ; 
what  about  the  water  1 — The  water  here  has  been  very 
bad,  we  endeavoured  to  get  the  town  boundary  ex- 
tended for  sewerage ; there  was  an  inquiry  held,  but  it 
failed. 

253.  You  think  then  there  are  improvements  re- 
quired from  a sanitary  point  of  view? — Yes. 

254.  Would  the  sanitary  jurisdiction  be  better  in 
the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  do  you  think  ? — No, 
it  is  better  in  the  hands  of  the  Guardians.  The  Town 
Commissioners  are  so  dependent  on  the  votes  of  the 
people,  that  they  have  to  do  what  they  are  told. 

255.  You  say  the  water  is  very  bad? — Yes,  there 
are  twelve  wells  of  which  ten  have  been  condemned. 

256.  Were  any  representations  made  to  the  Guard- 
ians on  the  point? — Yes,  and  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  One  of  the  wells  is  now  being  puddled, 
and  it  is  to  be  tested. 


257.  Are  there  facilities  for  a water  supply? — Coomtowk. 

Yes-  Sept.  I«,!87». 

258.  Mr.  Black.  — At  what  hour  are  the  lamps  put  Mr  j_ 

out? — At  eleven  o’clock.  Tye’ir'. 

259.  Did  that  not  reduce  the  rates  from  a shilling 
to  tenpence? — Yes,  I think  it  was  foolish. 

260.  You  want  to  include  Mr.  Adair’s  mills  ? — 

Yes. 

261.  You  have  perhaps  the  largest  retail  houses  in 
Cookstown  ? — One  of  the  largest. 

262.  If  the  Messrs.  Adair  pay  £10,000  in  wages 
.fee. , I suppose  you  will  admit  a great  portion  of  that  goes 
into  the  shops  of  Cookstown  and  benefits  the  town? — 

No  doubt  they  do  a great  benefit  to  the  town,  but  they 
also  benefited  by  the  town. 

263.  Do  not  a great  majority  of  Mr.  Adair’s  workera 
live  in  the  municipal  district? — Yes. 

264.  And  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  town 
rates  ? — Yes. 

265.  Mr.  Robinson. — Is  your  evidence,  Mr.  Weir, 
the  expression  of  your  individual  opinion  ? — Yes.  I 
have  talked  to  a great  many  ratepayers  and  I believe 
that  ninety  per  cent  would  vote  for  an  extension  of 
the  town.  You  will,  of  course,  always  get  persons  to 
vote  in  favour  of  taxing  others. 


Mr.  Thomas  M'Clelland  examined. 


266.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  are  a Town  Commis- 
sioner ? — Yes. 

267.  Were  you  present  when  the  question  of  exten- 
ding the  boundary  was  discussed  ? — Yes. 

268.  Are  you  in  favour  of  an  extension  ? — Yes. 

269.  To  the  electoral  division  ? — No. 

270.  How  far? — To  one  quarter  of  a mile  from  the 
limits  of  the  town. 

271.  Do  you  propose  to  follow  townland  boundaries  ? 
— I think  there  is  a very  good  boundary  around  the 
town,  there  is  a road. 

272.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Weir’s  evidence? — Yes. 

273.  Would  you  approve  of  it? — Yes. 

274.  And  do  you  think  the  people  living  in  the 
townlands  he  named  derive  advantage  from  their  prox- 
imity to  the  town? — Yes,  more  or  less  they  do.  The 
electoral  division  was  chosen  with  a view  to  the  ex- 
pected expenditure  for  the  water  supply,  and  to  have  a 
larger  area  for  taxation. 

275.  That  is  in  anticipation  of  becoming  the  urban 
sanitary  authority? — Yes. 

276.  Have  you  lived  long  in  this  town? — Eighteen 
years. 

277.  Do  you  notice  any  great  difference  in  it  now 
to  what  it  was? — Yes,  there  is  an  increase  of  build- 
ing, in  fact  there  is  hardly  any  building  ground  now 
inside  the  boundary. 

278.  In  what  direction  have  building  operations 
been  most  observable  ? — In  the  east. 

279.  What  class  of  houses  ? — Shops  and  dwellings. 

280.  Mr.  Black. — These  buildings  are  inside  the 
boundary  ? — Yes. 

281.  There  are  more  outside? — There  are.  Mr. 
Moore  built  some. 

282.  Some  labourers  houses? — Yes,  and  the  rail- 
way station  is  outside  ; in  fact  there  is  hardly  any 
building  ground  inside  the  boundary. 

283.  How  much  land  have  you  yourself  outside  the 
boundary? — None,  except  what  I use  for  grazing. 

284.  For  the  season  you  have  it?— No,  by  the  year. 

285.  How  much  ? — About  four  acres. 

286.  What  benefit  would  that  four  acres  derive  from 
the  extension  ? — I don’tsayitwould,butthetown would 
derive  advantaga 

287.  That  is  your  valuation  in  the  town  would  have 
less  rates  to  pay,  for  the  county  would  have  to  con- 
tribute to  the  taxation  of  the  town  ? — The  county 
wants  to  tax  the  town  as  much  as  they  can.  The 
Guardians  are  the  sanitary  authority,  and  so  long  as 
it  does,  not  touch  their  own  pockets  they  don’t  care 
what  is  done  to  the  town. 


288.  The  Town  Commissioners  have  no  regard  M'Clcllnml. 
for  the  amount  of  taxes  they  put  on  ? — They  have. 

289.  If  they  were  taxing  people  outside,  they 
would  have  the  same  regard  for  the  taxes  they  put 
on  1— Yes. 

290.  W ould  they  not  be  in  exactly  the  same  position 
as  the  Guardians  are  now — taxation  without  represen- 
tation ? 


291.  Mr.  Robinson. — But  they  would  have  repre- 
sentation. 

292.  Mr.  Black. — There  are  only  four  houses  out- 
side according  to  the  return  given  to  me. 

293.  Are  there  only  four  persons  in  this  boundary 
qualified  to  be  Commissioners  ? 

Mr.  Black. — That  is  all,  four  in  the  sixteen  town- 
lands,  if  such  be  the  case  there  would  be  taxation  with- 
out representation. 

294.  (To  the  witness.)  You  said  the  Commissioners 
wanted  a larger  area  for  taxation  with  a view  to  the 
water  supply,  what  other  reason  was  there  for  the 
extension  ? — For  the  general  good  of  the  town. 

295.  To  get  a rate  in  aid  from  the  country  ? — Not 
exactly  from  the  country,  but  from  those  who  get 
advantage  of  all  the  improvements  in  the  town. 

296.  To  what  extent  are  they  benefited  ? — To  a large 
extent. 

297.  Is  the  man  living  a mile  out  benefited  by  the 
town  ? — Yes. 

298.  Is  the  man  living  two  miles  out  benefited  by  it  ? 
— Less  or  more  he  is. 

299.  Now  the  man  living  two  miles  out,  is  he  bene- 
fited one  bit  less  than  the  man  living  one  mile  out  ? 
— As  I say  to  a greater  or  less  extent  he  is.  I would 
say  less  two  miles  out  What  you  say  about  going 
to  Magerafelt  and  Pomeroy  or  that  is  all  nonsense, 
you  might  as  well  talk  of  Dublin  or  Derry. 

300.  I said  nothing  about  it.  Suppose  now  an  ex- 
tension of  the  kind  proposed  made  no  difference  at  all 
in  respect  of  the  water  taxation,  would  you  be  of  the 
same  opinions  you  have  expressed  ? — I would,  because 
Cookstowu  is  an  improving  town,  and  all  persons  out- 
side tbe  boundary  enjoy  its  benefits  without  paying 
any  taxation  for  it. 

301.  What  benefit  would  you  give  those  whom  you 
would  bring  in,  would  you  light  these  districts  ?— If 
the  town  progressed. 

302.  Would  you  light  them  if  it  did  not?— Certainly, 
if  they  were  inside  ike  boundary. 

303.  Now  you  say  you  would  light  them  if  they 
were  inside  the  boundary  ? — Yes,  and  if  they  paid  the 
same  rates. 


3 L 2 
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304.  Now  take  Drumgarrori,  do  you  state  here  tliat 
you  would  light  Dnnngarron  1 — I said  I was  in  favour 
of  a limited  extension. 

305.  Mr.  Blade. — Would  you  light  Lullonhny  then  i 
— If  the  houses  were  built. 

306.  Would  you  tax  them  till  the  houses  were 
built? — I believe  they  do  not  go  in  for  full  taxation, 
only  one-fourth. 

307.  But  would  you  not  tax  them  at  once? — Yosto 
that  extent. 

308.  You  would  tax  them  at  once,  but  why  would 


you  not  give  thorn  some  return  ?— They  have  a return 
in  the  benefits  they  derive  from  the  town. 

309.  Would  you  lay  out  a shilling  now  on  Lullen- 


hoy? — It  i 


all.  • 


i of  the  tmvnlands  you 


310.  And  yet, 
would  bring  in  ? 

311.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  think  the  people  living 
in  these,  townlsinds  mentioned  by  Mr.  Weir,  derive  such 
advantages  at  present  from  their  proximity  to  the 
town  that  to  suds  them  to  pay  onc-fonrth  of  the  tax- 
ation  would  not  be  a hardship?— Exactly,  that  is.it. 


Mr.  William  Smith  examined. 


312.  You  are  a ratepayer  and  ex-Commissioner  I 
understand  ? — Yes. 

313.  You  reside  here  and  have  done  so  for  some- 
time?— Yes. 

314.  And  you  are  well  acquainted  witli  the  town? 
—Yes. 

31 5.  You  have  considered  this  question  of  exten- 
sion?— Yes. 

316.  What  extension  if  any  are  you  in  favour  of? — 
Something  such  as  that  proposed  by  Mr.  Weiiv 

317.  About  half  a mile  or  so  would  you  say  ? — Yes, 
I think  if  a circle  was  drawn  perhaps  it  would  lie  better, 
following  some  well-defined  boundary  that  would  go 
out  half  a mile  round. 

318.  The  electoral  division  you  think  would  be  too 
large? — Yes,  I think  so. 

319.  Do  you  hold  property  outside? — Yos,  to  the 
east. 

320.  Is  it  more  valuable  from  its  proximity  to  the 
town? — Yes. 

321.  And  would  you  consider  it  a hardship  on  you 
if  you  had  to  contribute  one-fourth  ? — No, 

322.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  sanitary  juris- 
diction being  transferred  ? — No,  it  is  better  where  it 
is. 

323.  Have  buildings  gone  on  within  the  limits  of 
the  town? — Yes,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  it  is  now 
nearly  all  built  upon.  There  is  some  talk  of  now 
streets,  and  these  would  go  outside  the  boundary. 

324.  Is  there  not  land  available  inside? — No. 

325.  Mi’.  Younge. — Would  it  not  be  time  enough  to 
extend  the  boundary  when  the  street  is  made  ? — I think 
not,  it  is  better  done  now. 

326.  Are  yon  a Commissioner?— No. 

327.  You  were  unsuccessful  in  your  effort  to  become 
one  ? — Yes,  I am  proud  to  say  I was,  because  I wanted 
clean  water. 

328.  What  is  the  extent  of  your  interest  outside? 
— Only  four  or  five  acr-es. 

329.  As  yearly  tenant? — Yes. 

330.  Mr.  Black. — My  case  has  been  so  fully  devel- 
oped that  it  is  really  unnecessary  that  I should  burden 
the  notes  with  additional  matter.  From  the  evidence 
you  must  see  that  the  proposition  to  bring  in  these 
outside  districts  is  one  not  in  any  way  with  a view 
to  benefit  these  districts,  in  fact  there  is  no  improve- 
ment to  be  carried  on  either  within  or  without  the 
town.  The  whole  and  sole  object  of  bringing  them  in 
is  to  make  them  contribute  to  the  taxation  of  the  town. 
I hold  that  that  is  not  a fair  or  proper  position  for  any 
public  body  to  take.  I can  quite  understand  the 
desirability  of  getting  additional  powei-8  if  they  were 


to  he  benefited  by  these  [lowers,  hut  it  is  simply  witli 
the  object  of  making  these  people  liable. 

331.  Mr.  Robinson. — For  the  advantages  they 
enjoy  ? 

Mr.  Black.  —Ho  they  may,  hut  I hold  it  is  a mutual 
advantage,  that  tins  town  receives  as  much  advantage 
from  the  neighbourhood  as  the  neighbourhood  does 
from  the  town,  and  there  must  be.  ft  Hue  drawn  in  some 
one  place,  and  the  people  outside  that  wherever  you 
chose  to  draw  it,  would  lie  deriving  as  much  benefit 
from  the  town  as  tho  parties  inside  and  viceversa.  I can- 
not at  all  see  why  Bio  town  boundary  here  should  be 
extender].  There  are  no  buildings  going  on  outside  to 
bo  controlled  by  tho  Commissioners. 

332.  Mr.  Robinson.— -But  there  is  a likelihood  of 
there  being  so  ? 

Mr.  Black. — There  is  really  no  evidence  of  that. 
Tho  last  witness  indeed  said  he  had  heard  something 
about  new  streets  being  laid  out,  but  from  all  we  cau 
see  or  hear  no  one  knows  anything  about  it,  but  that 
gentleman  himself,  and  therefore  I say  there  is  really 
no  evidence  of  it.  Tho  evidence  goes  to  show  that 
buildings  lmve  been  taking  [ilace  entirely  within  the 
present  boundary.  There  are,  take  it,  half  a dozen 
houses  outside,  and  is  if  not  an  extraordinary  thing 
that  even  for  tho  sake,  of  these  half  dozen  houses,  this 
proposition  should  he  made. 

333.  Mr.  Roiunson.  - I think  it  was  stated  that  it 
was  in  consequence,  of  the.  advantages  derived  by  the 
people  living  outside,  that  the  houndary  should  lie  en- 
larged, and  not  because  of  these  six  houses? 

Mr.  Blade.-  -I  submit  to  you  on  tho  part  of  the 
Messrs.  Moore,  who  own  the  greater  portion  of  the 
townland  of  Cookstown,  and  a great  deal  of  the 
townlands  adjoining,  that  in  their  opinion  an  exten- 
sion for  the  purpose  of  making  the  outside  people 
contribute  to  the  rates  of  Cookstown  would  bo  unfair 
and  unjust,  and  they  are  decidedly  opposed  to  it  I 
do  not  think  I have  anything  further  to  say,  and 
I think  it  quite  unnecessary  to  overload  the  notes 
with  repetitions. 

334.  Mr.  Robinson. — Is  the  laud  owned  by  your 
clients  more  valuable  from  its  proximity  to  the 
town  ? — Some  portion  of  course  would  be  let  as  town- 
parks,  and  in  that  way  of  course  would  bring  a 
higher  rent. 

335.  So  you  allow  that  there  is  some  advantage 

— But  portion  of  the  land  I speak  of  would  be  m 
the  present  boundary.  , 

336.  And  portion  of  course  not  in  the  boundary  s 
— Of  course. 


Hr.  .John 
Thompson. 


Mr.  J ohn  Thompson  examined. 


337.  You  are  a ratepayer  of  the  town  ? Yes. 

338.  Ancl  have  resided  here  a good  many  years? 
— Yes. 

339.  Would  it  in  your  opinion  be  for  the  advan- 
tage of  Cookstown  to  have  the  boundary  extended  ? 
— Decidedly. 

340.  Would  it  he  undue  hardship  on  those  brought 
in  ? — No  ; I would  he  against  it  -without  giving  them 
advantages.  As  to  Killymoon  demesne,  I may  say 


Foster  Green,  of  Belfast,  consulted  me  about  it,  a,ncl 
he  considered  that  only  for  its  isolated  position, 
would  give  move  for  it,  if  it  was  nearer  to  the  town 
Cookstown.  It  is  buried  in  a wilderness. 

• 341.  Are  you  in  favour  of  an  extension  ?— 

342.  And  you  would  not  consider  .it  a hardsinp 

those  who  woidd  he  brought  in? — No — ano  w 
benefited  by  their  proximity.  . ,0 

343.  Have  you  considered  any  specific  extens 
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lie  desirable? — I would  say  all  townlands  abutting 
should  bo  taken  in. 

344.  I think  you  said  you  would  not  extend  the 
boundaries  unless  you  gave  the  parties  outside  adequate 
advantages? — There  is  land  outside,  set  at  £3  and  £4 
an  acre,  that  would  not  be  worth  move  than  £1  an 
acre,  if  it  was  two  or  three  miles  away. 

34.1 2 3).  And  would  the  extension  of  the  boundary  bo 
for  the  advantage  of  that  land?— Yes;  has  not  the 
owner  a great  advantage  from  it. 

34G.  You  would  give  those  people  outside  ad- 
vantages, you  say,  if  they  were  brought  in?— Yes; 
what  I say  is  they  have  great  advantages  and  they 
don’t  pay  anything  for  them. 

347.  Mr.  Younge. — Messrs.  Adair’s  place  of  business 
is  only  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  town.  They  spend 
£10,000  a year  on  their  workers.  Surely  it  is  evident 


that  that  being  spent  so  close  to  the  town  must  be  an  CooxsToirij. 
advantage  to  the  town.  Must  not  a large  proportion  SeP*- 16>  1879« 
of  that  find  its  way  into  the  pockets  of  the  gentlemen  Mr 
inside.  Now,  sir,  more  than  half  the  workers  in  Thompson. 
Messrs.  Adair’s,  live  inside  the  present  boundary  and 
pay  towards  the  taxation. 

318.  Mr.  Robinson. — "Would  Messrs.  Adair  wash  to 
have  them  shut  out,  would  they  wish  to  have  the 
boundaries  curtailed? — He  says  there  is  no  occasion 
for  extension,  and  that  this  is  simply  an  attempt  by 
the  Town  Commissioners  of  Cookstown  to  make  their 
co  mi  try  neighbours  contribute  to  their  rates.  Thes- 
is this  patent  fact  too  that  the  advocates  of  this — the 
strongest  advocates  of  this  extension,  are  not  chosen 
people  themselves. 

349.  Mr.  Robinson. — So  far  we  have  not  heard 
many  expressing  themselves  against  it. 


Mr.  Huan  Adair  examined. 


Mr.  Hugh 


350.  You  arc  the  owner  of  this  mill  that  has  been 
spoken  of? — Yes,  one  of  the  owners. 

351.  You  say  you  derive  no  advantage  from  the 
town  ? — No,  at  least  I would  say  it  is  mutual. 

352.  You  confer  a benefit  on  the  town  ? — Yes. 

353.  And  you  say  that  the  town  docs  contribute 
some  advantage  to  you  ? — "Well,  hardly  that,  but  I don’t 
wish  to  lay  stress  on  that. 

354.  Is  it  not  of  advantage  to  you  to  bo  able  to  get 
your  labour  so  close  at  hand?  —No. 

355.  Are  you  opposed  to  the  extension  of  the 
boundary? — Yes. 

356.  Your  carts  come  through  the  town? — Yes. 

357.  And  of  course  it  is  of  advantage  to  them  to 
have  the  lights? — Yes. 

358.  You  say  that  is  an  advantage? — Yes,  to  a 
certain  extent,  and  we  contribute  for  that. 

359.  You  pay  some  of  the  municipal  taxes? — No, 
but  I contribute  to  tlio  sewerage  rate. 

360.  But  you  have  houses  in  the  town? — There  arc 
numbers  of  the  workers  in  the  town,  but  I individually 
have  no  property  in  the  town.  The  workers  contribute 
to  the  rates. 

361.  Your  carts  have  the  advantage  of  the  lights  of 
tho  town  ? — Yes. 

362.  And  you  object  to  pay  for  that? — I do  not  like 
to  pay  for  what  I have  no  advantage  from. 

363.  But  you  have  just  said  you  have  the  advantage 
of  the  lights? — Well,  the  lights  are  there,  but  the  carts 
do  not  want  the  lights — the  lights  are  not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  carts. 

364.  However  I think  it  is  on  the  notes,  that  you 
derive  the  advantage  of  having  the  lights?— I say  the 
carts  would  work  as  well  without  the  lights — when 
they  leave  the  town  boundary  they  can  do  without  the 
lights.  The  lights  are  not  for  their  benefit. 

365.  They  are  for  the  benefit  of  everybody  who  has 
need  of  them,  or  uses  them  ? — I am  opposed  to  any  ex- 
tension on  the  plea  that  I derive  no  benefit  from  the 
town. 


366.  I thought  you  admitted  you  derived  some 
benefit  from  it  1 — In  one  sense  it  is  mutual  perhaps 
but  as  I say  I really  confer  the  benefit.  My  valuation 
is  about  £700  a year. 

367.  How  many  bands  do  you  employ  ? — In  or  about 
a thousand. 

368.  Do  they  all  live  in  the  town  ? — Some  do.  I may 
say  the  result  of  tliis  would  be,  I would  derive  no  benefit 
whatever  and  that  I would  be  paying  more  rates  than 
all  the  Commissioners. 

369.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  sanitary  matters 
would  lie  better  managed  by  the  Town  Commissioners 
than  the  Guardians  ? — I believe  they  would  be  better 
managed  by  the  Town  Commissioners. 

370.  Do  you  think  there  are  any  improvements  re- 
quired of  a sanitary  nature? — I think  there  have  been 
too  many  improvements. 

371.  This  is  the  first  time  I ever  heard  a complaint 
of  that  kind? — The  money  has  been  expended  badly. 
I consider  it  has  been  recklessly  and  extravagantly  ex- 
pended by  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

372.  And  do  you  think  if  the  Town  Commissioners 
had  the  management  of  the  sanitary  matters  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  have  a larger  area  of  taxation  ? 
Tlic  present  area  includes  all  the  property  that  can 
possibly  be  benefited  by  any  improvement  that  can 
possibly  bo  carried  out. 

373.  Would  it  not  be  of  advantage  to  you  to  have 
the  town  well  sewered?— My  place  is  a quarter  of  a 
mile  from  it.  I carried  out  my  own  sewerage  at  my 
own  expense,  and  light  my  own  place.  Great  stress 
has  been  laid  on  the  advantages  derived  as  alleged  from 
the  gas  of  the  town.  Well  long  before  they  had  gas  m 
Cookstown  we  had  it  at  our  works  and  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  town  of  Cookstown  and  to  enable  them 
to  make  gas  cheaper  we  threw  down  our  own  works 
and  took  it  from  Cookstown. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


COOTEHILL.— 18th  SEPTEMBER,  1879. 


COOTSUllX. 
Sept.  IS,  1879. 


Before  Henry  A.  Robinson,  Esq. 

Mr.  Peter  Morgan,  Town  Clerk,  examined. 


Mr  Peter 


1.  Mr.  Robinson. — How  is  the  town  of  Cootchill 
constituted  ? — It  is  constituted  under  the  Towns  Im- 
provement Act  of  1854. 

2.  In  what  year  was  that  Act  adopted  ? — It  was 
adopted  in  1855  *or  1856.  But  I should  mention 
that  the  Commissioners’  office  was  burned  down  some 
years  ago,  and  a good  many  of  the  original  papers 
were  lost  in  consequence.  I think  it  was  in  December 
1871  that  the  office  was  burned. 

3.  And  you  have  lost  some  of  the  original  records? 
— W e have,  in  fact  all  the  original  maps  were  burned. 


4.  But  as  far  as  you  know,  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act  was  adopted  for  Cootehill  in  1856  7- 
Yes. 

5.  Was  tho.  Act  adopted  for  all  purposes  ; lighting, 
cleansing,  and  water  ?—Yes. 

6.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town  ? — 445a.  3r.  9p. 

• 7.  Have  you  been  Town  Clerk  since  the  commence- 
ment ? — Yes. 

S.  How  far  does  the  town  extend,  taking  a central 
point  ? — In  some  places  it  goes  half  a mile. 
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Morgan. 


9.  What  do  you  take  as  the  centre? — The  market 
house,  which  is  not  exactly  the  centre,  hut  perhaps  a 
corner,  or  the  Post  Offica 

10.  How  far  does  it  extend  to  the  north  ? — A quarter 
of  a mile. 

11.  On  the  east? — Not  so  far,  notone-eighth  of  a 
mile. 

12.  On  the  south? — About  half  a mile. 

13.  Does  the  present  boundary  include  whole  town- 
lands  or  parts  of  townlands  ? — It  includes  some  whole 
townlands  and  some  parts. 

14.  How  many  whole  townlands  does  it  include  ? — 
Six  entire  townlands,  including  part  of  Bellamont 
Forest 

15.  Give  their  names? — Drumaveil  north,  Glebe, 
Killycramph,  Munnilly,  Magheranure,  and  Bellamont 
Forest,  part  of. 

16.  Can  you  tell  the  valuations  of  each  of  these? — 
Yes. 

17.  And  do  you  know  their  extent  ? — Yes. 

18.  And  what  is  their  valuation? — Drumaveil, 
£139  ; Glebe,  £90  15s.  ; Killycramph,  £132  5s.  ; 
Magheranure,  £1,728  17s.  ; Munnilly,  £1,163  15s.  ; 
and  that  part  of  Bellamont  Forest  within  the  boundary, 
£32  10s. 

19.  That  is  five  townlands  and  portion  of  Bellamont 
Forest? — Yes.  The  whole  valuation  is  £3,289  2s. 

20.  What  is  the  entire  valuation  of  Bellamont  Forest? 
— I do  not  know  the  entire  valuation,  the  valuation 
of  that  part  within  the  boundary  is  what  I say. 

21.  flow  much  of  Bellamont  Forest  is  within  the 
boundary  ? — Twenty-five  acres. 

22.  The  total  valuation  you  say  is  £3,000  odd  ? — 
Yes,  £3,289  2s. 

23.  And  on  how  much  of  that  is  the  full  rate 
assessed,  and  on  how  much  the  quarter  rate  ? — The 
full  rate  is  assessed  on  55a.  3r.  2 Ip.  ; and  the  quarter 
rate  on  389a.  3r.  18p. 

24.  Do  you  know  the  valuation  of  the  latter  portion 
— on  land?— Yes,  £541  18s. 

25.  And  on  the  other,  that  is,  on  buildings? — 
£2,747  4s. 

26.  What  is  the  population  of  Cootehill  ? — Under 
2,000,  according  to  the  census  of  1871. 

27.  Was  that  an  increase  upon  the  census  taken 
before  that? — Yes. 

28.  Will  the  census  of  1881  show  an  increase,  do 
you  think  ? — I could  not  say  that. 

29.  Is  Cootehill  a thriving  town  ? — It  is,  rather 
thriving. 

30.  Are  there  any  new  buildings  being  erected  in  it  ? 
— Well,  yes,  some  new  buildings. 

31.  Are  there  many  uninhabited  houses? — Very 
few. 

32.  What  electoral  division  is  it  in  ? — Cootehill. 

33.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  statistics  of  the 
electoral  division  ? — Yes. 

34.  What  is  the  entire  valuation  of  it  ? — I do  not 
know. 

35.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  that  the  Select 
Committee  have  enjoined  this  Commission,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  make  the  boundaries  of  the  towns  conter- 
minous with  the  boundaries  of  the  electoral  division? 
— I do  not  know. 


36.  Was  it  not  discussed  ?— No. 

37.  What  have  the  rates  been  since  1874  or  1875? 
— In  1875,  la.  3 d.  ; in  1876,  lOd  ; in  1877,  6c7.  ; 
1878,  8c£  ; and  for  1879  we  have  not  struck  it  yet  ’ 

38.  What  were  the  poor  rates  for  the  same  years  ? 
—1875,  1CW. ; 1876,  Is. ; 1877,  Is. ; 1878,  Is.  6d. 

39.  Does  that  include  any  special  rate  for  sanitary 
purposes? — Yes,  the  last  does,  it  was  about  twopence 
in  the  pound. 


40.  Was  there  any  special  sanitary  work  that  was 
struck  to  defray  the  expense  of? — Yes,  drainage. 

41.  What  was  the  contributory  district  over  which 
that  was  assessed  ? — I do  not  exactly  know. 

42.  Have  you  got  all  your  accounts? — Yes. 

43.  What  was  the  expenditure  Inst  year? The 


expenditure  was  £114  13s.  6d.,  and  the  receipts  were 
£199  13s.  lOd.  1 Were 

44.  Have  the  Commissioners  any  property  vested  in 
them? — No,  their  income  is  derived  from 'rates  the 
dog  tax,  and  Petty  Sessions  fines. 

45.  What  are  your  principal  items  of  expenditure? 
— Lighting  and  salaries  of  officers. 

46.  Is  the  town  well  lighted  ? — Very  well,  there  are 
twenty-seven  gas  lamps. 

47.  In  what  months  are  they  lighted?—  For  s;x 
months  commencing  in  October. 

48.  Are  your  markets  very  late?— Pretty  late  in 
the  winter. 

49.  So  that  people  coming  in  from  the  country 
districts,  to  dispose  of  their  produce  here,  get  the 
benefit  of  the  lighting? — Yes. 

50.  Is  Cootehill  a market  town? — Yes. 

51.  Is  it  the  market  town  for  the  people  residing  in 
the  electoral  division? — Yes,  and  inside  of  it;  there 
are  twelve  fairs  in  the  town. 

52.  How  far  do  you  say  the  advantages  of  Cootehill 
extend? — Well,  the  advantages  of  it  go  very  far,  the 
people  say  within  a mile  of  it  derive  a good  deal  of 
advantage.  They  have  an  opportunity  of  coming  in 
every  day  to  make  their  purchases. 

53.  Would  you  say  that  people  living  within  half  a 
mile  of  Cootehill  come  into  it  every  day  ? — Yes. 

54.  Are  there  schools  in  the  town? — Yes. 

55.  And  do  the  children  of  the  people  living  outside 
attend  these  schools  ? — Yes. 

56.  And  the  people  living  within  that  distance 
derive  exceptional  advantages  from  their  proximity  to 
the  town? — Yes. 

57.  Do  you  consider  any  improvement  made  in  the 
town,  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  people  living  outside  1 
— Yes,  for  they  have  the  privilege  of  coming  into  the 
markets  held  here. 

58.  And  is  land  more  valuable  from  its  proximity 
to  the  town  ? — Yes,  townparks  are.  1 should  mention 
that  the  townparks  are  mostly  in  the  hands  of  the 
people  in  the  town. 

59.  Do  the  landlords  outside  get  higher  rents  in 
consequence  of  their  lands  being  in  proximity  to  the 
town  ? — Yes. 

60.  And  the  town  of  Cootehill  is,  therefore,  an 
advantage  to  the  landlords  as  well  as  to  the  tenants? 
—Yes. 

61.  Have  the  Town  Commissioner's  ever  considered 
the  question  of  becoming  the  urban  sanitary  authority? 
— Yes,  and  their  opinion  was  that  it  was  better  to 
leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Guardians. 

62.  What  was  their  reason  for  that — do  the 
Guardians  assess  the  poor  rate  on  a larger  area  than 
the  town? — Yes. 

63.  Has  it  ever  been  discussed  at  the  Board  publicly 
the  question  of  the  Commissioners  becoming  the  urban 
sanitary  authority? — Yes,  but  not  much. 

64.  Was  any  resolution  passed  on  the  subject  ? — No. 

65.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  that  under  the 
seventh  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act  they  can 
become  the  urban  sanitary  authority? — Yes. 

66.  And  would  their  opinion  be  in  favour  of  being 
separated  from  the  Grand  Jury,  for  the  management 
of  the  mads  ? — Yes,  we  applied  for  that  purpose,  or 
were  ab  -ut  to  apply ; it  was  discussed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners here,  but  we  found  that  other  Commissioners 
who  did  apply,  did  not  succeed 

67.  That  was  before  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  last 
session? — Yes. 

68.  But  the  Local  Government  Board  can,  if  they 
consider  it  expedient,  give  a Provisional  Order  to  an 
urban  authority  for  the  purpose,  whether  the  Grand 
Jury  like  it  or  not? — Yes,  so  I understand. 

69.  Is  it  the  opinion  of  your  Commissioners  that 
the  whole  management  of  the  town  of  Cootehill  should 
be  under  one  undivided  authority  ? — I am  not  sure  of 
the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  on  that  subject,  in 
my  own  opinion  it  ought. 

70.  They  have  never  passed  a resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject ?— No. 
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71.  Is  the  town  well  off  in  sanitary  matters  1 — 
Pretty  fairly. 

72.  Is  it  well  sewered  ? — It  should  be  better.  The 
Commissioners  when  they  were  the  sanitary  authority 
did  a good  deal  in  the  way  of  sewering. 

73.  What  about  the  supply  of  water  ? — It  is  only 
middling. 

74.  What  supply  have  you  ? — Prom  pumps. 

75.  Has  the  water  being  analysed  1 — Yes. 

76.  And  was  a favourable  opinion  expressed  on  it  ? 
I do  not  know. 

77.  Could  you  obtain  a better  supply  by  gravita- 
tion?— No. 

78.  Have  you  no  facilities  for  procuring  it? — No,  it 
is  very  hard  to  get  water  supplied  in  that  way. 

79.  Arc  there  any  improvements  in  the  town  that 
the  Commissioners  would  carry  out  if  they  had  an 
increased  area  for  taxation  ? — Yes. 

80.  What  improvements  are  required  ? — Well, 
sewerage.  If  we  became  the  sanitary  authority,  we 
would  apply  the  funds  from  the  enlarged  area  of  tax- 
ation, to  the  procuring  of  a system  of  sewerage. 

81.  Is  there  any  tendency  to  build  within  the  present 
municipal  limits  ? — The  Commissioners  have  no  power, 
hut  there  have  been  leases  made  recently  by  a landlord, 
Mr.  Smythe,  to  build. 

82.  In  what  direction?— In  the  upper  part  of  the 
town. 

83.  Is  there  sufficient  land  within  the  town  for  years 
to  come,  for  the  purpose  of  building  ? — A good  deal. 

84.  Is  there  a disposition  manifested  to  build  out- 
side the  municipal  limits? — Well,  there  is. 

85.  In  what  direction? — Southward  towards  Church- 
street,  and  towards  Bridge-street  on  the  north. 

86.  Are  there  airy  buildings  at  present  going  on  ? 
— Not  much,  there  is  one  just  outside  being  built. 

87.  Are  there  factories  or  anything  of  that  nature 
outside  the  town  ? — No. 

88.  Now  as  to  the  question  of  extension,  we  sub- 
mitted to  you  queries  with  reference  to  extension, 
were  they  laid  before  your  Board  ? — Yes. 

89.  Were  tliey  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  rate- 
payers?— Not  much. 

90.  The  Board  are  expressing  the  opinion  of  the. 
ratepayers  ? — Yes. 


91.  What  opinion  did  they  form  on  the  subject? — 
The  opinion  of  the  Board  was,  tlxat  the  boundaries 
were  extended  far  enough. 

92.  Was  that  opinion  unanimous  ? — I do  not  know 
that  it  was,  but  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Board. 

93.  Was  there  any  resolution? — No. 

94.  Did  you  reply  to  these  queries? — Yes,  after 
consulting  the  Commissioners,  and  after  having  had  a 
long  consultation  with  Mr.  Kerncy  here. 

95.  Has  the  matter  been  since  discussed  ? — Yes, 
very  much  since.  I am  of  opinion  that  some  of  the 
Commissioners  have  altered  their  mind,  and  are  now 
in  favour  of  an  increased  area  of  taxation. 

96.  But  no  resolution  has  been  passed  to  that 
effect  ? — No. 

97.  The  boundaries  of  Cooteliill  have  never  been 
altered  ? — Not  since  they  were  made  first. 

98.  Where  was  that  map  (pointing  to  a map  on  the 
table)  taken  from? — From  a tracing  made  by  Mr. 
Rielly,  the  engineer  who  assisted  in  making  out  the 
boundaries  originally;  and  it  agrees  with  my  own 
knowledge  of  the  boundaries. 

99.  You  have  lived  some  time  in  this  town  ? — Yes, 
thirty-five  years  at  least. 

100.  And  are,  therefore,  well  acquainted  with  it? — 
Yes. 

101.  Do  you  notice  any  change  in  it  now  from  what 
it  was  when  you  first  became  acquainted  with  it? — 
Yes,  I see  a spirit  of  improvement,  and  a likelihood  of 
buildings  taking  place,  as  the  town  will  extend. 

102.  As  your  own  individual  opinion,  do  you  think 
that  the  improvement  of  the  town  would  confer  advan- 
tage on  those  living  outside? — Yes. 

103.  You  know  the  electoral  division? — Yes. 

104.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  too  extensive  to 
adopt  as  the  boundary? — Yes. 

105.  You  are  aware  that  the  Select  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  expressed  a recommendation  in 
favour  of  adopting  the  electoral  division  as  the  boun- 
dary for  municipal  purposes  ? — I did  not  know  that. 

106.  Well,  as  a general  principle  they  did.  What 
is  your  opinion  about  it  ? — I think  it  certainly  would 
not  do  in  this  case. 

107.  You  think  it  out  of  the  question?-- Yes. 


Mr.  Robert  Graham,  Clerk 

108.  Mr.  Robinson. — What  is  tlio  valuation  of  the 
electoral  division? — Over  £9,000. 

109.  And  the  population  1 — I am  not  sure. 

110.  What  is  the  area  of  it  ? — I am  not  sure. 

111.  Can  you  tell  me  what  the  special  sanitary  rate 
in  ’78  was  for  ? — For  sewering. 

112.  What  was  the  contributory  district? — The  , 
townlands  in  which  the  town  is  assessed. 

113.  Was  it  on  all  the  townlands,  and  even  on  the 
portion  of  one,  it  was  assessed  ? — Yes. 

114.  On  the  town  of  Cootehill  and  on  the  Bellamont 
Forest  demesne?— rYes. 


of  the  Union,  examined. 

115.  But  that  goes  out  half  a mile  from  the  town  - 
Yes,  but  it  is  withiu  the  electoral  division. 

116.  How  far  does  the  electoral  division  extend  to 
the  east  ? — About  three  miles. 

117.  And  to  the  extreme  west? — We  are  just  on 
the  borders  of  it. 

118.  And  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  electoral  divi- 
sion of  Cootehill  is  too  large  to  be  adopted  for  the 
municipal  boundary  ? — I do  not  think  it  would  be  a 
fair  assessment,  as  the  town  of  Cootehill  is  all  to  one 
side. 


. Mr.  Philip  Kerney  examined. 


119.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  are  Chairman  of  the 
Town  Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

120.  Are  you  a resident  here? — Yes. 

1 21.  And  you  are  acquainted  with  the  circumstances 
of  the  town  ?— -Yes. 

122.  And  take  an  interest  in  it? — Yes. 

123.  Were  you  present  when  this  matter  was  con- 
sidered?— Yes. 

124.  It  is  stated  in  reply  to  query  6,  which  is  to 
the  effect,  “ Whether  the  boundaries  are  regarded  with 
satisfaction  by  the  ratepayers,”  that  they  are  so  re- 
garded by  the  majority,  at  least — is  that  your  opinion  ? 
— Since  then  some  of  the  Commissioners  have  discussed 
the  matter,  and  have  changed  their  opinion,  hut  I have 
not  altered  mine. 


125.  You  know  the  electoral  division  1— Pretty 
welL 

J 26.  Then  I may  take  it  as  your  opinion  that  it 
would  be  out  of  the  question  to  adopt  tlie  electoral 
division  as  the  municipal  boundary  ? — I think  the  ma- 
jority of  the  taxpayers  would  object  to  it 

127.  Do  you  consider  that  people  living  witliin  a 
mile  of  the  town  make  much  use  of  it? — They  do 
use  the  town,  but  it  would  not  be  fair  to  tax  them. 

128.  But  they  avail  themselves  of  the  town? — Yes. 

129.  They  have  the  advantage  of  the  lights  ? — Yes. 

130.  And,  considering  the  advantages  they  derive 

do  you  think  the  one-fourth  rate  of  taxation  would, 
press  heavily  on  them — say  in  a 6 d.  rate  to  be  obbged 
to  pay  ? — I do. 


CoOTXHItL. 
Sept.  IB,  1879, 

Mr.  Peter 
Morgan. 


Mr.  Robert 
Graham 


Mr.  Philip 
Kerney. 
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131.  Would  it  be  judicious  for  tlie  Commissioners 
to  obtain  control  of  sanitary  matters,  so  us  to  have 
them  in  their  own  hands  1 — Our  rates  arc  so  low  that 
we  consider  the  Poor-law  Guardians  can  manage  it 
better. 

132.  You  are  further  influenced  by  the  fact  that  the 
Guardians  assess  the  rates  on  an  area  nearly  double  the 
size  of  the  town? — Yes. 

133.  Were  they  influenced  by  the  fact  that  the 
sanitary  rate,  being  a poor  rate,  is  divided  equally  be- 
tween the  landlord  and  the  tenant,  and  the  municipal 
rate  is  assessed  wholly  on  the  tenant? — I think  the 
landlord  pays  it. 

134.  But  if  it  was  a municipal  rate  it  would  he  all 
on  the  tenant  ? — Yes. 

135.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a separation  from 
the  Grand  Jury  for  the  management  of  your  roads?— 
My  opinion  has  always  been  that  the  Commissioners, 
when  they  had  contracts  for  repairing  the  streets,  they 
lost  by  it ; but  it  would  be  a different  thing  if  we  had 
the  entire  control. 

136.  Do  you  think  ilie  entire  control  of  the  town 
should  be  in  the  Commission  el’s’  hands? — Well,  I do. 

137.  Well,  bearing  that  in  mind,  would  you  not 
think  it  desirable  to  have  an  extended  area  upon  which 
to  assess  the  rates  ? — Yes  ; but  in  justice  to  the  people 
at  a distance  from  the  town  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
extend  it. 

13S.  Then  you  are  in  favour  of  no  extension  ? — 


139.  Do  you  think  that  the  people  living  near  the 
town  derive  benefit  from  it  ? — Yes. 

140.  Have  you  spoken  to  the  ratepayers  on  the 
subject  ? — Yes. 

141.  And  do  they  coincide  with  you? — .Yes,  the 
great  majority  of  them. 

142.  Then  some  are  opposed  to  your  opinion? — I 
did  not  talk  to  more  than  one  or  two,  and  they  were 
opposed  to  it. 

143.  Were  you  present  at  the  meetings  when  this 
matter  was  discussed? — Yes. 


144.  Was  there  any  reason  advanced  why  the  boun- 
daries should  be  extended  ? — Only  one  gentleman  advo- 
cated it,  I think. 

145.  Are  there  many  improvements  required?— 
Yes,  sewering. 

140.  Then  if  you  bad  tlm  sanitary  jurisdiction  in 
your  own  hands  yon  could  carry  out  some  improve- 
ments which  are  now  required  ? — We  should  increase 
the  taxation  from  wliat  it  is  at  present. 

147.  But  if  you  had  a large  area  of  taxation  you 
would  lx;  able  to  carry  out  improvements? — Yes. 

148.  And  do  you  not  think  it  would  be  advisable  to 
increase  the  area  of  taxation? — No. 

149.  Would  the  sewerage  be  of  advantage  to  those 
residing  outside? — It  would  bo  to  those  living  a short 
distance  outside. 

1 50.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  how  far  the  advan- 
tages of  the  town  of  Cootoliill  arc  immediately  felt. 
Would  you  say  that  the  advantages  are  derived  by 
those  living  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  the  town — 
that  the  land  is  more  valuable? — Yes,  it  is. 

151.  And  solely  on  account  of  its  proximity  to  the 
town? — Yes. 

152.  And  not  because  it  is  better  land? — Yes;  it 
has  been  made  bettor  land. 

153.  Is  it  more  valuable  tlui?i  the  same  quality  of 
land  would  he  three  miles  out? — Yes. 

154.  Does  the  landlord  derive  the  same  advantage 
from  the  improvement  of  Cootoliill  as  the  tenant 
would  ? — Yes. 

155.  He  would  get  a higher  rent  if  the  town  were 
well  kept  ? — Yes. 

156.  Do  .you  consider  that  the  landlord  should  pay 
half  the  municipal  rate? — I think  people  living  in  the 
town  should ; occupiers  should  pay  a larger  portion 
than  landlords. 

157.  Are  you  then  opposed  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  Select  Committee? — Yes,  as  far  as  that  is  con- 
cerned. 


Mr.  Edward 
Cooney. 


Mr,  Edward  Cooxky  examined. 


158.  Mr.  Robinsox. — Are  yon  a Town  Commis- 
sioner?— No ; I was.  I am  a ratepayer,  one  of  tho 
largest. 

159.  Is  it  long  since  yon  were  a Town  Commis- 
sioner ? — Some  years. 

160.  Have  you  been  a resident  here  long?— Yes. 

1C  1-  Do  you  see  much  difference  sis  far  as  buildings 

are  concerned  in  the  town  now,  from  what  it  was 
when  you  were  first  acquainted  with  it? — Not  a large 
extension,  but  it  is  otherwise  improved. 

162.  You  mean  a better  class  of  houses? — Yes,  and 
their  being  improved  from  what  they  were  in  my 
young  days. 

163.  Do  you  consider  that  the  advantages  of  Coote- 
hill  extend  to  a radius  of  half  a mile? — Yes. 

164.  Would  you  say  still  further? — I would  not 
like  to  say  that ; I would  say  about  an  English  mile 
from  the  centi-e. 

165.  About  half  a mile  from  the  limits  of  the 
town? — Yes. 

166.  And  would  you  say  that  the  people  living 
within  half  a mile  of  the  limits  of  the  town  have  great 
facilities  for  the  disposal  of  their  produce,  and  so  on? 
— Yes. 

167.  And  do  you  think  they  derive  advantages  to 
that  extent  that  one-fourth  taxation  would  not  be  a 
hardship  on  them  ? — Yes. 

168.  Have  you  considered  any  specific  extension? 
— No  more  than  this,  there  is  a portion  beyond  Glebe 
that  pays  rates,  and  I think  people  for  the  same 
distance  all  round  should  pay  the  same. 

169.  Now,  suppose  your  recommendation  was 
adopted,  or  rather  what  yon  seem  to  -suggest,  would 
the  circle  extend  more  than  half  a mile  from  the  town, 

and  would  that  circle  comprise  many  houses? I do 

not  know. 


170.  It  is  principally  land  let  at  tho  quarter  rate?— 
Yes. 

171.  Land  within  that  circle  might  bo  considered 
more  valuable  thou  land  further  off? — Yes,  it  pays  a 
higher  rout  than  land  further  off ; it  is  more  than  half 
again  the  value. 

172.  Then  I take  it  the  extreme  corner  of  the 
electoral  division  is  not  so  valuable  as  land  within 


11  i — jxo.  . 

173.  Yon  heard  the  recommendation  of  tlie  belect 
Committee  as  to  electoral  divisions. 

174.  And 'do  you  consider  any  improvement  carried 
out  in  Cootehill  is  of  advantage  to  the  people  living 
within  that  circle? — Yes. 

175.  Do  you  think  it  of  advantage  to  have 
town  well  sewered,  well  watered,  and  well  lighted!— 


Certainly.  ,, 

176.  And  you  consider  that  in  these  respects 

town  is  fairly  well  off?— Yes,  the  sewerage  is  fair,  wu 
not  good  enough.  . f 

177.  And  the  people  outside  avail  themselves  oi 
these  advantages  ? — Yes,  they  do. 

178.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  management  by  the 
sanitary  authorities  ? — I do  not  know  exactly , a 

a question  I did  not  go  into. 

179.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  separation  torn . «• 
Grand  Jury  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  wou 
judicious — do  you  think  the  work  would  be  bettei 

by  the  Town  Commissioners? — -Yes. 

180.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  the  managemca 
of  the  town,  entirely  under  the  one  authority 

not  know.  If  we  have  to  pay  the  full  rate  1 

assess  their  rate  on  a larger  area  than  the  low 
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inissioiiers  can? — The  Guardians  can  strike  it  in  what- 
ever district  they  wish. 

1S2.  If  you  had  a separation  from  the  Grand  Jury 
for  the  roads  would  it  lie  an  advantage  to  have  an  in- 
creased area  for  taxation  ? — Yes. 


1  S3.  Arc  you  speaking  your  own  individual  opinion  ! 
— I am  speaking  the  opinions  of  others,  of  I believe  the 
majority  of  the  ratepayers,  and  I l.clieve  the  majoriiv 
of  them  would  like  to  see  the  boundaries  extended. 


Mr.  John  M'Oabij  examined. 


184.  Mr.  Robinson. — Have  you  been  long  a Town 
Commissioner? — For  fifteen  years  I think. 

185.  And  arc  you  acquainted  with  the  town? — Yes, 
for  twenty-five  years. 

186.  Have  you  got  any  property  outside? — Yes, 
but  it  is  not  rated  at  present. 

187.  You  are  in  favour  of  extension? — Yes. 

188.  Then  your  proposal  is  to  contribute  towards 
the  maintenance  of  the  town? — Yes. 

1 89.  I presume  you  think  you  derive  such  advantage 
outside  from  your  proximity  to  the  town,  that  if  you 
had  to  pay  one-fourth  taxation  you  would  not  consider 
it  a hardship  ? — No. 

190.  Where  is  your  land  situated? — At  Drunuian. 

191.  Are  you  tenant  or  a landlord? — A tenant. 

192.  Does  your  landlord  get  a higher  rent  in 
consequence  of  the  proximity  of  his  land  to  the  town  1 
— Yes,  his  rent  is  about  £3  10 s.  an  acre. 

193.  Is  that  higher  than  if  it  was  four  or  five  miles 
oft'? — It  would  not  be  more  than  £1  10s.  further  oil-. 

194.  Then  the  town  is  of  immediate  advantages  to 
him  ? — Yes. 

195.  Have  you  heard  the  recommendation  in  favour 
of  the  landlord  paying  half? — No,  I never  heard  that 
suggestion. 

196.  You  heard  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Cooney? — Yes. 

197.  Does  his  suggestion  appear  good? — Well,  I 
would  go  with  him.  The  laud  ho  speaks  of  consists 
principally  of  townparks  owned  by  people  living  in 
the  town. 

,198.  Have  you  gone  into  the  question  of  extension 
financially  ? — No. 

199.  Are  you  in  favour  of  drawing  a liard-aml-fust 
line  in  selecting  the  boundary? — Well,  I am. 


200.  Would  it  be  a hard-and-fast  line  you  recom- 
mend?— Yes. 

201.  Well,  that  is  productive  sometimes  of  great 
inconvenience,  for  such  a line  might  go  through  a 
man’s  holding,  or  through  the  centre  of  his  house?— 
Well,  I would  not  go  to  that  extreme. 

202.  Do  you  think  that  the  people,  having  accom- 
modation lands  and  townparks,  ought  to  pay  the  one- 
fourth  rate? — Yes. 

203.  Can  you  toll  me  if  the  people  carrying  on 
business  in  the  town  live  mostly  in  their  places  of 
business? — Yes,  almost  all  live  in  tbe  town. 

204.  Then  I may  take  it  there  are  no,  what  I may 
call,  villa  residences  ? — No. 

205.  Are  i here  many  residences  outside? — About 
half  a dozen. 

206.  They  do  not  live  outside  to  avoid  being  taxed? 
—No. 

207.  But  simply  because  their  houses  happen  to  be 
there? — Yes. 

2  OS.  Arc  you  in  favour  of  having  a separation  from 
the  Grand  Jury  1 — Yes,  if  I thought  the  cess  would 
cover  the  expense. 

209.  But  if  you  had  power,  would  you  be  in  favour 
of  a larger  area  of  taxation? — I do  not  know,  we 
would  have  a light  to  go,  say  half  a mile. 

210.  Are  you  aware  of  the  provisions  of  the  20Gtli 
section  of  the  Public  Health  Act? — No. 

211.  You  are  aware  that  formerly  separation  from 
the  Grand  Jury  was  contingent  upon  the  consent  of 
the  Grand  Jury,  but  now  that  you  may  get  it  if  you 
become  as military  authority,  whether  they  approve  of  it 
or  not  ? — I would  go  into  it  under  those  circumstances. 


Mr.  Thomas  Maukey,  agent  to  the  proprietor  of  Bcllainont  Forest  demesne,  examined. 


213.  Mr.  Robinson. — I received  a communication 
in  which  you  stated  that  Mr.  Smith,  the  proprietor  of 
Bellamont  Forest  and  of  portion  of  Cooteliill,  believes 
that  the  boundaries  require  amendment? — Yes. 

214.  Now  in  what  direction  is  it  required? — Mr. 
Smith’s  view  is  this,  that  a portion  of  the  demesne  is 
in  the  town  boundary,  and  he  has  no  objection  to 
that,  but  since  tbe  Guardians  became  tbe  sanitary 
authority  they  tax  the  whole  of  his  property  entirely ; 
they  have  imposed  upon  it  all  the  sanitai-y  rate,  and 
upon  making  inquiry  from  the  clerk,  he  always  stated 
that  it  was  impossible  to  separate  it  from  tbe  small 
piece  in  the  town  boundary.  Mr.  Smith,  therefore, 
does  not  like  to  have  the  demesne  mixed  up  with  the 
town  at  all.  He  does  not  object  to  having  a portion 
of  it  in  the  town,  only  that  it  brings  this  taxation 
with  it. 

215.  What  is  the  acreage  of  Bellamont  Forest? — 
About  700  acres  in  his  hands. 

216.  And  the  valuation? — About  £570 — it  is  £568 
10s.,  that  is  the  portion  made  to  contribute  to  the  town 
rates,  and  this  part  he  objects  to,  and  the  other  por- 
tion of  the  demesne  is  only  valued  at  £39  altogether. 
He  has  an  objection  to  the  extreme  part  outside  being 
asked  to  pay. 

217.  That  is  out  by  Diamond  Hill? — Yes. 

218.  Is  Mr.  Smith  in  favour  of  having  the  sanitary 
affaire  of  the  town  in  the  hands  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners?— Yes,  I was  on  the  Board  myself,  but  the 
Commissioners  would  not  entertain  it. 

219.  Are  there  any  sanitary  improvements  required 
in  the  town  ? — Yes,  indeed  there  are. 


220.  Mr.  Smith. — There  is  a sewer,  and  all  the' 
nuisance  goes  into  my  demesno,  you  cannot  go  past  it 
with  tbe  stench.  If  they  kept  that  all.  right,  lam 
satisfied. 

221.  Witness. — If  Mr.  Smith  got  the  advantages  to 
which  he  is  entitled,  he  would  have  no  objection  to 
paying  the  rate,  but  they  never  do  nnytliing. 

222.  Does  Mr.  Smith  consider  that  ho  derives  ad- 
vantages from  the  sanitary  work  of  the  town? — No, 
the  very  contrary,  nuisance  is  created  by  it,  so  far  ns 
lie  is  concerned. 

223.  Do  you  not  think  the  people  outside  are 
benefited  by  tbe  town? — No. 

224.  Is  not  the  town  well  lighted? — No,  it  is  not 
well  lighted  ; they  derive  no  benefit. 

225.  When  they  come  in  when  it  is  dark,  do  they 
not  derive  advantage  from  the  lights  ? — Yes,  in  a dark 
night  they  would,  but  tbe  lamps  are  put  out  at  a cer- 
tain time,  and  tlien  of  course  they  do  not  get  any  light 
from  them — tbe  greater  part  of  them  are  put  out. 
Besides  if  they  were  going  homo,  and  they  go  out  of  the 
light  here,  there  is  a dark  street  all  the  way  home. 
Indeed  it  is  no  benefit  to  them,  it  may  lie  useful  to 
the  town. 

226.  If  the  Commissioners  became  tbe  Urban  Sani- 
tary Authority,  wliat  would  you  say  to  that  ? — All 
I say  is,  what  do  the  Guardians  care  about  Ooote- 
hill. 

227.  Are  they  not  residents?—1 There  are  many  of 
them  twenty  miles  off,  ex-officio  Guardians,  and  what 
do  they  care  about  Cooteliill;  it  is  an  abominable 
shame  to  have  them  there. 

3  M 


CoOTEUn.1,. 
Sept.  IS,  1S79. 
Mr.  Edward 


Mr.  John 
M'Cahe. 


Mr.  Thomas 
Markey. 
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Mr.  Thomas 
Markey. 


228.  It  would  be  better  to  have  the  sanitary  juris- 
diction in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

229.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  the  roads  in  the 
hands  of  the  Commissioners  within  the  town? — 
Yes. 

230.  And  hearing  this  in  mind,  should  there  he  an  ex- 
tended area  of  taxation? — I think  not. 


331.  Is  Uiewa  clifficolty  in  getting  lmiMing Um, I 
— Mr.  omith. — No,  1 will  give  anyone  a lease. 

232.  On  your  property  ? — Yes. 

233.  Arc  building  operations  going  on  within  the 
town  ?— There  are.  just  a few  houses.  There  is  every 
facility  and  no  likelihood  of  people  having  to  go  out- 
side. 


Mr.  Patrick 


Mr.  Patrick  Houan  examined. 


234.  Mi\  Robinson. — You  have  heard  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  M'Cabe  and  others  ? — Yes. 

235.  And  yon  corroborate  it  ? — Yes. 

236.  You  think  that  persons  living  outside  the 
town  derive  such  advantages  from  it,  that  one-fourth 
rating  would  not  be  too  much  for  them  to  pay  ? — 
Yes. 

237.  Do  you  think  that  the  landlord  derives  benefit 
from  the  proximity  of  his  land  to  the  town  ? — Yes. 

238.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  if  there  was  an  exten- 
sion of  the  boundary,  that  the  landlord  should  pay  one 
half  of  the  rates  ? — I could  not  say  that. 

239.  You  think  people  living  immediately  outside, 
derive  greater  advantages  than  those  living  far  off? — 
Yes,  they  are  able  to  pay  more  for  their  land  when  it 
is  near  the  town. 

240.  Are  you  in  favour  of  sanitary  matters  being 
placed  hi  the  hands  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — 
No,  I am  not. 

241.  Would  you  rather  have  them  in  the  hands  of 


the  Guardians  ? — Yes,  for  wo  only  pay  one-lnilf  now 
and  we  would  have  to  pay  the  whole  then. 

242.  Do  you  think  then  it  would  be  better  to  leave 

the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Guardians  ? Yes 

because  wo  pay  less  rates. 

243.  Are  you  influenced  in  that  opinion  by  the 
fact  that  there  is  afar  larger  area  of  taxation  under  the 
Guardians  ? — Yes.  Even  at  present  I may  say  we 
get  very  little  benefit  from  the  sanitary  authority. 

244.  You  think  there  is  room  for  improvement,  as 
Mr.  Smith  more  than  suggested? — Yes,  certainly, 
there  is  nothing  being  done. 

245.  Would  tlioTown  Commissioners  do  mom? — 
My  opinion  is  that  they  are  doing  very  little  at 
present. 

246.  Do  you  think  any  improvement  to  the  town 
would  he  an  advantage  to  the  people  you  propose  to 
include  ? — Yes. 

247.  And  any  improvement  in  the  way  of  lighting, 
cleansing,  sewerage,  and  so  on,  would  be  an  advantage 
to  those  near  the  town  ? — Yes. 


Dr.  M'Fadden. 


Dr.  M'Fadden  examined. 


248.  Mr.  Robinson. — Have  you  resided  long  in  the 
to  wn  ? — Yes,  fifty  years. 

249.  Do  you  see  much  difference  in  the  town  now, 
from  what  it  was  when  you  knew  it  first  ? — Yes. 

250.  Do  you  think  the  population  at  the  next  census 
will  show  an  increase  ? — Yes,  a consierable  increase. 

251.  Do  you  know  the  townland  proposed  to  lie 
brought  in — the  townland  adjoining  the  town? — I 
think  the  boundaries  we  have  at  present  require  re- 

252.  More  than  extension  ? — I think  anyone  look- 
ing at  the  map  will  come  to  the  same  conclusion.  You 


will  see  portions  there  adjoining  the  town  wholly  ex- 
empted, which  I do  not  think  tlioy  should  be. 

253.  It  would  be  better  you  think  to  include  the 
land  equidistant  from  the  town  ? — Yes. 

254.  Yon  would  not  ho  in  favour  of  any  vevy  large 
extension  ? — No. 

255.  You  would  include  all  the  townland? — Not 
all. 

250.  Would  you  want  a properly  defined  boundary 
equidistant  from  the  town  ? — Yes. 

257.  You  would  not  I presume  be  in  favour  of  a 
hard  and  fast  circle? — Yes. 


Mr  Peter 
Cinnolly. 


Mr.  Petek  Connolly  examined. 


25S.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  have  heard  the  views 
expressed  at  this  inquiiy  ?— Yes,  and  I agree  with  all 
that  Dr.  M'Fadden  has  said,  as  to  the  equitable 
extension. 

259.  Have  you  anything  else  to  add?— No.  I 


would  like  the  sanitary  authority  to  he  in  the  hands 
of  the  Town  Commissioners,  wlio  would  carry  out  the 
sanitary  arrangements  better  than  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  as  they  do  nothing. 


Mr.  Thomas  Beady  examined. 


260.  Mil  Robinson.— I have  heard  that  you  dis- 
sented from  the  proposed  extension? — Yes. 

261.  Am  I to  understand  that  you  are  still  unfavour- 
able to  it  1 — Yes.  It  has  been  said  that  the  Guardians 
are  doing  nothing,  but  I woidd  ask  what  the  Commis- 
sioners are  doing.  If  you  take  up  that  document  you 
will  find  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  lamps,  they 
have  made  no  improvement  in  the  town. 

262.  What  improvements  would  you  have  the 
Commissioners  cany  out?— I would  have  sewering. 

263.  Butthatisinthehands  of  the  Guardians  ? —Well, 
there  is  flagging — and  in  fact  they  do  nothing  or  very 
little,  and  something  ought  to  be  done  for  the  sewering. 


264.  Is  there  any  other  reason  why  you  are  opposed 

to  the  extension  of  the  boundary?  I think 
Commissioners  ought  to  have  power  to  improve 
streets,  because  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  a presen  men 
passed  by  the  Grand  J uiy.  . , 

265.  Am  I to  understand  that  you  are  entoeiy 

opposed  to  any  extension  of  the  boundary  > Y.. 

not  like  it  to  be  extended  outside  the  radius  o a • 

266.  You  would  not  object  to  the  extension,  say  o 
half  a mile  1— No,  that  takes  in  the  townparks. 

267.  You  think  they  ought  to  be  brought  iu  ■ 

268.  Mr.  Robinson.— Then  yon  are  in  tavoui 
extension? — Yes. 


Mr.  Thomas  Beady,  t.o.,  junior,  examined. 

269.  I am  in  favour  of  half  a mile  extension,  which  271.  You  consider  it  is  too  large  ?— Yes,  quit0  t 

I consider  to  be  reasonable.  large. 

270.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  would  be  opposed  to 

the  suggestion  to  include  the  electoral  division  1 The  inquiry  then  terminated. 

Yes. 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


DROMORE.— 7th  AUGUST,  1879. 
Before  Mr.  Cotton,  c.e. 


1.  You  are  a Town  Commissioner? — Yes. 

9 Anil  have  been  connected  with  the  body  of  Com- 
missioners for  a long  timet— I was  solicitor  to  the 
Commissioners  since  their  formation  m 1854. 

3.  The  town  is  now  under  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act  t— It  is.  it  was  put  under  that  Act  in  December, 

^4.  That  is  the  year  of  the  passing  of  the  Act?— 


5 Prior  to  that  time  the  town  was  under  the  9th 
of  Geo.  IV.,  chap.  82?— Yes. 

6 Was  the  town  put  under  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act  for  all  purposes  ?— No.  Merely,  in  the  first 
instance,  the  clauses  relating  to  the  cleansing  of 
streets  and  the  prevention  of  nuisances  were  adopted 
in  the  month  of  December,  1854,  and  afterwards— in 
January,  1856— we  adopted  the  clauses  relating  to 
the  lighting  of  the  town  and  the  supply  of  water. 

7.  That  was  in  January,  185G ? — Yes;  the  boun- 
daries were  settled  in  1854  and  were  not  changed  in 
1850,  nor  until  April,  1867,  when  we  had  the  boun- 
dary extended.  At  that  time  the  boundary  was  ex- 
tended to  its  present  dimensions. 

8.  Have  you  any  map  showing  the  boundary  of  the 
town? — We  have. 

9.  What  is  the  present  area  of  the  town? — I can- 
not give  you  the  area  in  acres. 

10.  What  is  the  population  ?— The  population,  as 
far  as  I could  say  is  about  2,500. 

11.  Is  that  more  than  it  was  in  1871  ? — Yes,  the 
population  has  increased. 

12.  Is  it  increasing  still? — It  is  increasing. 

13.  And  are  the  houses  increasing  in  number,  too  ? 
— They  are. 

14.  Are  they  increasing  in  any  one  particular  direc- 
tion ? — No,  I think  not.  They  are  increasing  in  this 
respect — in  regard  to  the  workers’  houses.  We  are 
here  in  the  midst  of  the  linen  manufacture,  and  the 


Mr.  Joseph  Dickson  examined. 

Mr.  Joseph 

26.  Is  that  from  1874  to  1878?— Prom  1874  to  Diekson- 
1878  it  was  only  Gi7. 

27.  When  was  the  5<7.  rate  ? — In  1876. 

28.  Then  I may  take  it,  that  in  1871  it  was  6 d. ; in 
1875,  6i7. ; in  1876,  5 d. ; in  1877,  Gel. ; anil,  in  1878, 

6(7.  ?— Yes,  quite  so. 

29.  Do  you  know  wliat  the  poor  rates  were  for  those 
five  years  ? — The  poor  rates  averaged  from  Is.  to 
Is.  id.  in  the  pound.  The  poor  rate  in  1874  was 
Is.  1 d. ; in  1875,  Is.  Ii7. ; 1876,  Is.  2d. ; 1877,  Is.  2c7., 
and  1878,  Is.  2d. 

30.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  that  rate  of  late 
years  was  for  sanitai'y  work  ? — Yes,  since  the  passing 
of  the  Act  of  1874. 

31.  Since  1874  the  guardians  have  been  the  rural 
sanitary  authority? — Yes  ; but  not  so  long,  I think, 


32.  In  the  year  1878  was  any  portion  of  that  poor 
rate-  a special  sanitary  rate  ? — Yes ; I think  it  was 
additional  to  that  Is.  2c7. 

33.  Do  you  know  that? — Yes,  I believe  it  was. 
11(7.  was  the  poor  rate  and  3c7.  was  tlie  sanitary  rate 
in  1878. 

34.  Do  you  know  on  what  district  the  sanitary 
rate  was  levied? — I cannot  tell  you,  sir.  The  Clerk 
of  the  union  could  tell  you.  There  are  three  townlands 
that  touch  the  town  here  that  it  was  levied  over. 

35.  You  think  it  was  levied  upon  three  townlands 
and  the  town  ? — Yes. 

36.  What  are  the  names  of  those  townlands? — I 
think  Ballymacormick,  Bullyvicknnenlly,  Dmm- 
broneth,  anil  I think  Ballyuaris. 

37.  Was  any  of  the  townlancl  of  Quilly  included  ? — 
I think  none  of  the  townlaud  of  Quilly  comes  into  the 
boundary.  I think  the  Clerk  of  the  union  would  be 
the  only  safe  authority  to  give  you  information  on  the 
point. 

38.  At  any  rate  it  was  levied  not  upon  the  town 


increase  in  buildings  is  principally  in  tlie’  way  of  alone,  but  upon  several  townlands  around  it— I may 
workers’  houses  connected  with  the  factories  and  othei"  take  that?  Yes.  _ , , 

things  in  the  linen  trade:  and  the  extension  of  the  39.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  the  question 
boundary  in  1867  was  with  the  view  of  taking  in  a as  to  whether  or  not  any  alteration  of  the  boundary 
large  number,  40  or  50,  of  small  houses  which  had  is  desirable  ?— They  have.  We  are  unanimous.  I 
been  erected  after  the  time  that  the  Act  was  adopted,  think  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion— tliat  there  is 


and  also  including  tlie  railway  station  and  some 
bleach  works. 

15.  They  are  all  included  now  I suppose? — They 
ai-e  all  included  now,  and  at  present  I think  there  are 
no  houses  of  any  consequence  outside  the  boundary 
that  we  need  extend  our  boundary  to. 

16.  What  is  the  valuation  ? — The  rateable  valuation 
of  the  town  proper  is  .£3,599  15s. 

17.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  town  proper? — I 
mean  what  the  town  of  Dromore  comprises.  We 
have  land  which  is  valued  differently  under  tlie 
Towns  Improvement  Act ; we  have  land  adjoining 
the  town  in  the  suburbs. 

18.  Do  you  mean  that  the  amount  you  have  stated 
is  the  valuation  of  the  buildings? — Yes,  the  valuation 
of  the  buildings  of  the  town. 

19.  That  is  the  valuation  of  what  is  rated  at  the 
full  rate? — Yes. 

20.  And  have  you  the  valuation  of  what  is  rated  at 
a quarter? — Yes,  the  valuation  of  that  is  £695  10s. 

21.  That  makes  a total  of,  well  about  £4,295  ? — 
Yes,  something  like  that,  sir. 

22.  How  many  commissioners  are  there? — Nine. 

23.  And  how  many  voters? — I think  about  162. 

24.  How  many  of  that  number  are  qualified  to  sit 
as  commissioners  if  elected? — I should  say  about  40. 

25.  Can  you  give  me  the  rates  for  the  last  five 
years? — The  rate  has  been  a uniform  rate  of  Gd.  in 
the  pound,  except  in  one  year,  when  it  was  only  fid. 


„„  alteration  of  the  boundary  required. 

40.  What  electoral  division  is  the  town  in? — In  the 
electoral  division  of  Dromore. 

41.  Do  you  know  the  electoral  division  yourself ; 
do  you  know  tlie  extent  of  it  ? — I do  not. 

42.  How  is  tlie  town  of  Dromore  lighted  ? — Lighted 
by  gas  supplied  by  the  Dromore  Gas  Company  by 
contract. 

43.  Do  you  know  the  terms  of  the  contract? — Hie 
terms  of  tbe  contract  are  according  to  the  quantity 
consumed  at'  7s.  Id.  per  thousand  feet. 

44.  As  a matter  of  fact,  how  are  the  lamps  lit— are 
they  lit  all  the  night  through  ? — I think  not,  sir. 

45.  You  have  not  any  special  regulation  ?— Up  to 
ten  o’clock  at  night  is  the  general  rule. 

46.  Except  on  moonlight  nights,  I suppose  ?— Yes ; 
and  they  are  kept  alight  until  eleven  o’clock  on  Satur- 
day night,  which  is  the  general  market  night. 

47.  Except,  I suppose,  full  moon  nights?— Yes, 
except  full  moon  nights,  when  they  are  not  lighted.  _ 

48.  How  is  the  town  supplied  with  water? — It  is 
supplied  by  pumps,  public  pumps. 

49.  How  many  public  pumps  are  there  ?— Seven 
pumps,  I think. 

50.  They  are  under  the  care  of  the  guardians,  I 
suppose  ? — They  are  under  the  care  of  the  guardians 
or  the  sanitary  authority. 

51.  How  is  the  town  drained? — As  regards  the 
drainage — I do  not  hear  many  complaints  as  to  the 

3 M 2 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


452 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


DltOMOKE. 

Mr.  Joseph 
Dickson 


drainage.  It  is  true  that  occasionally  we  have  the 
sanitary  authority  bringing  people  up  and  requiring 
them  to  provide  proper  sewerage,  and  to  abate  nuis- 
ances, and  to  remove  anything  that  amounts  to  a 
nuisance,  but  there  is  no  public  complaint  as  to  the 
sewerage. 

52.  Have  you  known  of  any  works  to  be  done  by 
the  guardians  of  late  years? — Yes. 

53.  Of  what  kind? — Making  pipe  drains. 

5-1.  And  it  was  for  that,  I suppose,  that  the  sanitary 
rate  was  struck? — Yes,  and  similar  works. 

55.  And  for  paying  salaries; ? — Yes. 

56.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 
question  of  whether  they  would  wish  to  become  the 
sanitary  authority  themselves? — We  have  not  formally 
discussed  it. 

57.  Can  you  give  me  the  opinion  of  the  Commis- 

sioners on  the  subject? — My  opinion  decidedly  is 
this 

58.  How,  you  are  giving  me  only  your  own 
opinion? — Yes  ; my  own  opinion  is  that  the  sanitary 
authority  had  better  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
guardians. 

59.  And,  is  that  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners, 
as  far  as  yon  know  ? — I think  they  me  in  favour  of 
the  guardians  remaining  the  sanitary  authority. 

60.  You  think  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  is 
that  the  Guardians  are  tire  proper  sanitary  authority  ? 
—Yes. 

61.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not,  the  ratepayers  of 
the  town  have  ever  considered  the  question  as  to 
whether  a larger  boundary  is  wanted  ? — It  never  has 
been  mooted. 

62.  Or  have  they  considered  the  question  as  to 
whether  it  would  be  better  for  the  Commissioners  to 
he  the  sanitary  authority? — .1  don’t  thiuk  that  has 
been  considered  at  all  publicly.  There  has  not  been 
any  meeting  to  consider  the  subject,  and  I think  there 
is  no  dissatisfaction  at  present. 

63.  Was  the  boundary  extended  in  April,  1867? — 
Yes. 

64.  And  how  far — what  was  the  description  of  the 
extended  boundary  ? — The  description  is  this  : — 

“To  extend  the  boundary  from  Daniel  M‘ Cawley’s  house 
in  Ilillsboi-ougli-strcet  to  the  new  houses  erected  in  said 
street  by  Mr.  Pantridge,  extending  thence  in  a line  down  a 
field  occupied  by  John  Fegan,  thence  to  the  tenement  and 
premises  of  William  BecKimmis  called  Moss  Vale,  and  to 
include  the  tenement  and  premises  lately  erected  on  the 
Belfast  road,  and  also  the  tenements  lately  erected  on  the 
new  road  leading  towards  Ballinahincli,  and  thence  to 
extend  in  a line  to  the  Mount  so  as  to  include  the  new 
houses  lately  erected  at  the  head  of  said  street,  and  to 
extend  in  a line  from  said  Mount  to  the  boundary  at  the 
entranceat  John  Watson's  gate;  from  Ihence  to  the  boundary 
at  William  Megarrel’s  houses  in  Rampart-street,  and  from 
thence  along  the  fields  in  the  possession  of  William  Sproft  to 
the  tenement,  known  as  the  Turnpike  house,  and  the  field 
adjoining  same  held  by  John  Martin,  to  the  entrance  at 
Quilly  Road,  and  from  thence  along  the  river  Logan  to  the 
viaduct  of  the  Banbridge,  Lisburn,  and  Belfast  railway,  to 
include  Mr.  M‘Murray’s  Beachworks,  erected  along  said 
river,  and  from  thence  to  the  Bishop’s  bridge,  and  from 
thence  to  extend  along  James  Quinn’s  field  adjoining  the 
railway  to  the  Maypole  bridge,  and  to  include  said  railway 
from  said  viaduct  to  said  bridge,  and  the  several  erections 
and  buildings  thereon,  and  from  said  Maypole  bridge  to  a 
line  drawn  to  the  new  houses,  lately  erected  at  the  top  of 
Hulsborough-street,  as  aforesaid.” 

That  brings  you  back  to  where  we  started. 

65.  Have  the  Commissioners  got  any  funded 
property? — Hone. 

66.  What  income  have  they  then  besides  the  rates  ? 

— They  have  none.  -r 

67.  They  have  fines  I suppose  ?— They  have  the 
rates,  dog  tax,  and  court  fines. 

68.  These  are  all  the  sources  of  income  they  possess  ? 
—These  are  all. 

69.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  people  living 

immediately  outside  the  town  want  to  come  in 

would  be  desirous  of  being  included  within  the 
municipal  boundary  ?— None. 


70.  Is  there  any  other  subject  that  you  would  wish 

to  refer  to  in  your  evidence?— There  is  one  remark  I 
wish  to  make.  You  asked  a question  as  to  how  the 
town  is  lighted ; and  I replied  “ by  the  Gas  Company  of 
Dromore,  by  contract.”  J 

71.  I did  not  ask  you  how  many  lamps  there  are- 
I would  like  to  know  that?— There  are  forty  lamps- 
it  occurred  to  mo  frequently,  and  I am  of  the  same 
opinion  still,  that  the  gas  works — the  present  erection 
is  not  sufficient — the  tank  is  not  at  all  sufficient  forthe 
supply  of  the  town,  and  the  factories  which  have  been 
erected  since  the  Act  was  adopted.  I was  concerned 
as  the  solicitor  in  getting  up  the  Gas  Company,  and 
also  as  a Town  Commissioner,  and  I am  aware  person- 
ally of  this  fact — that  at  the  time  the  gas  works  were 
built  it  was  not  contemplated  by  any  means  that  they 
should  be  required  to  provide  such  a large  quantity  of 
gas,  for  such  a large  consumption  as  has  since  become 

necessary.  We  have  had  additional  factories  erected 

factories  for  the  hem-stitching  of  handkereliiefs 
factories  in  which  from  150  to  200  girls  are  employed 
and  in  the  winter  months  there  is  a very  large 
consumption  of  gas.  The  works  that  have  been 
constructed  by  us  were  on  a small  scale  at  first,  the 
Company  not  having  actually  room  to  extend — in  fact 
I think  they  have  not  the  ground  on  which  to  erect 
additional  works.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  town  will 
suffer  from  that  fact — that  there  is  the  necessity  for 
putting  on  an  immense  pressure  upon  the  present 
works,  in  order  to  light  tire  town  at  all. 

72.  Can  you  tell  me  what  the  measurement  of  the 
gas  for  one  half  year  has  been,  as  shown  by  your  gas 
bills  ? — That  is  for  the  town  lamps. 

73.  Yes,  for  the  forty  lamps  ? — Yes. 

7 4.  How  many  tl  icnsand  feet  were  used  in  the  forty 
lamps  during  the  last  year  or  six  months  ? — I will  give 
you  the  last  six  months. 

75.  Up  to  the  1st  of  April? — Yes. 

76.  That  will  do? — From  the  1st  of  October  to  the 

1st  of  May  the  quantity  was  168,600  feet,  and  the 
cost  of  that  was  £0  0 17 s.  So  much  dissatisfac- 

tion was  expressed  with  the  gas  company  in  one  season 
that  the  Town  Commissioners  decided  on  having  oil 
lamps.  I was  not  then  a Commissioner,  and  I cannot 
tell  the  precise  reasons  for  that  course,  whether  it  was 
on  account  of  the  extreme  price  of  gas,  7s.  Id.,  and 
dissatisfaction  at  the  quality  of  the  gas,  or  anything 
of  that  kind  I ainuot  aware ; but  I am  aware  tliat  in 
one  winter  oil  lamps  were  used  instead  of  gas.  That 
didn't  prove  satisfactory,  and  it  was  only  in  the  one 
winter  it  was  adopted. 

77.  Do  you  think  it  would  he  advantageous  that 
the  Commissioners  should  become  the  gas  makers? — I 
don’t  think  it  would  at  all. 

78.  Then  how  does  the  matter  hear  upon  this  in- 
quiry ?— If  you  could  put  some  pressure  upon  the  gas 
company  to  increase  their  works. 

79.  The  only  tiling  we  have  to  deal  with  is  to  see  if 
the  boundary  could  be  extended,  if  you  wanted  funds 
for  any  particular  purpose  ? — I don’t  think  that  would 
be  desirable. 

80.  Then  we  have  nothing  to  say  to  the  gas  ques- 
tion ? — I merely  throw  out  the  suggestion  as  regains 
the  gas,  because  the  private  consumers  rather  suffer 
in  this  respect. 

81.  Is  there  anything  else  you  would  wish  to  add? 

— I have  this  general  remark  to  make — In  small  towns 
like  Dromore,  from  my  experience,  we  would  be  better 
without  any  Town  Commissioner's  at  all,  if  they  coma 
be  done  without.  We  have  always  dissatisfied  people, 
and  if  a man  undertakes  office,  even  without  any  pay- 
ment, he  cannot  satisfy  liis  neighbours  at  all,  and  i 
know  the  present  Town  Commissioners  and  their  pre- 
decessors have  been  unable  to  satisfy  the  objections, 
and  grumblings,  and  opposition  of  people,  and  I tmnx 
itis  a very  desirable  thing  that  public  Boards,  such 
Poor  Law  Guardians,  should  have  charge  of  the  sani- 
tary- arrangements.  . , , ■ 

82.  Do  you  think  the  Guardians  should  have  charg 
of  the  lighting  ? — I don’t  see  how  they  possibly  co 
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83.  Wlmt  would  you  do  if  you  had  no  Town  Com- 
missioners ; because  it  is  tlie  opinion  expressed  strongly 
bv  tlie  Parliamentary  Committee  that  there  should  bo 
no  Commissioners  in  a town  with  under  3,000  inhabi- 
tants ?— I am  not  prepared  to  say.  As  to  the  Guar- 
dians having  the  lighting  of  the  town  under  their  con- 
trol, if  they  could  do  it,  I think  it  would  he  desirable 
that  they  should. 

84.  But  if  not,  how  would  it  hoi — If  not,  wo  cannot 

do  without  public  lights.  . 

85.  Well,  as  regards  the  water  supply  1—1  think 
there  is  a deficiency  of  water.  I tliink  there  is  a defi- 
ciency of  water  in  some  cases.  I know  that  one  „f  the 
pumps  in  the  street  iu  which  I live— Hillsborougli- 
street — is  virtually  useless,  and  the  people  go  away  to 


private  pumps ; they  make  use  of  one  iu  my  own  Dromobe. 
yard.  Aug.  i,  1879. 

86.  With  regard  to  that,  have  the  Guardians  been  Mr  jog  , 
asked  to  do  anything  to  those  pumps  that  they  have  Dickson, 
not  done  ? — I cannot  answer  that  cpiestion. 

87.  There  evidently  is  something  that  might  be 
done  1 — The  town  is  not  well  supplied  with  water. 

88.  And  skill  you  think  it  is  better  to  leave  the 
charge  of  the  water  and  the  sanitary  matters  to  the 
control  of  the  Guardians  1 — I do.  They  have  sank 
several  pumps.  I do  not  think  they  have  refused  to 
sink  pumps,  hut,  unfortunately,  they  have  not  been 
kept  in  a state  of  sufficient  supply.  I don’t  know 
that  the  pump  cm  the  opposite  side  of  the  square  here 
is  useful  either. 


Mr.  Edward  Macartney  examined.  Mr.  Edward 

89.  Upon  what  point  do  you  desire  to  give  evidence!  91.  Do  you  consider  that  a Gd.  rate— which  appeal’s  Mncnrtney' 

]y.^.  Dickson  said  that  the  people  didn’t  want  the  to  he  your  maximum — gives  you  as  much  money  as 

Commissioners,  and  that  they  wanted  to  do  away  with  you  want  as  Commissioners  1—  It  has  always  clone  so  ; 

them.  They  don’t  want  to  do  away  with  them,  hut  because  we  have  a 3d.  and  id.  sanitary  rate  along 

they  say  they  cannot  get  light,  and  they  could  not  get  -with  that. 

money,  except  by  private  subscription,  and  some  would  92.  You  pay  for  it,  hut  you  have  not  got  it! — I 
give  and  some  would  not.  mean  we  have  been  relieved  of  the  sanitary  duties,  and 

6 90.  You  don’t  think  there  should  he  any  extension  the  6<7  rate  does  us  quite  well  for  the  lighting  and 
of  the  boundary?— No.  The  ratepayers  don’t  want  cleansing. 

any  extension  of  the  boundary.  93.  But  the  county  cleans  the  town  ?— Yes. 


Mr.  Dickson  ve-examiued. 


94.  Do  the  Commissioners  do  anything  but  light? 
— Nothing  now  but  that,  and  pay  the  cleric. 

95.  And  the  scavenging  of  the  town,  is  that  done 
by  the  Guardians? — It  is  done  by  the  county  and  the 
Guardians.  We  have  surfacemen — men  sent  by  the 
county. 

96.  Are  those  road  contractors? — Yes.  Regarding 
your  cpiestion  with  reference  to  the  sufficiency  of  the 
6d.  rate,  I may  mention,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  the  Act  iu  1854 — and  that  was  the  reason  for  the 


adoption  of  the  Act  at  all — the  Commissioners — those 
who  were  to  he  elected  Commissioners  were  pledged, 
and  had  to  pledge  themselves  that  they  would  not  ex- 
ceed a fid.  rate.  I think  Mr.  Macartney  himself  pro- 
posed that,  and  we  have  not  exceeded  that  rate.  I 
don’t  think  the  6 d.  rate  was  a.t  all  sufficient  while  we 
had  the  cleansing  of  the  roads  to  do ; we  were  begin- 
ning to  he  hampered  on  that  account,  hut  since  the 
cleansing  has  been  taken  away  by  the  Guardians,  I 
think  the  6 d.  rate  was  ample. 


Mr.  Dickson 


Mr.  Macartney  re-examined. 

97.  The  point  I want  to  get  at  is  this — there  is  no  reason  for  extending  the  boundary  in  order  to  get 
more  rates  ? — No,  sir.  


Mr.  Macartney 


Mr.  Roeeut  Sprott  examined. 


98.  Upon  what  subject  do  you  wish  to  givo  evi- 
dence ? — I merely  wish  to  speak  about  the  water.  W e 
have  a number  of  pumps  in  the  town. 

99.  How  many? — 1 think  about  seven,  and  in  the 
summer  time,  particularly  during  a dry  summer,  many 
of  those  pumps  inn  dry,  and  the  water  is  had.  For 
instance,  we  have  two  pumps  in  this  square  and  they 
cannot  be  used  for  cooking  purposes  safely  at  all. 

100.  Have  any  complaints  been  made  of  this  state 
of  things  to  the  Guardians  ? — I think  the  water  was 
analyzed  and  found  defective,  and  tlie  Guardians 
know  it. 

101.  And  has  anyone  asked  the  Guardians  to  set 
the  matter  right? — — 

Mr.  Macartney. — I sent  word  to  the  Guardians 
several  times  that  the  water  was  hacl  in  the  pump  at 
the  side  of  .the  square. 

102.  And  they  did  nothing? — They  sent  a man 
down  to  examine  it,  and  the  man  said  that  he  could 
not  sink  it  deeper,  there  was  such  a spring  in  it. 

103.  Mr.  Dickson. — Tlie  sanitary  officer,  Dr.  Weir, 
lias  frequently  reported  to  the  Guardians  on  tlie  insuf- 
ficiency of  the  water  supply. 

Examination  of  Mr.  Sprott  continued. 

104.  Have  you  any  further  statement  to  make? — In 
consequence  of  the  state  of  things  I speak  of,  many 
.people  are  much  put  about  for  the  want  of  water. 
For  instance,  I know  people,  in  fact  my  own  family, 
have  tq  go  half  way  up  to  the  railway  for  water. 

105.  And  they  would  not  have  to  dp  so  if  tlie 
pumps  were  kept  in  proper  order? — No. 


106.  Have  you  made  any  complaint  to  the  Guar- 
dians yourself?— No,  I have  not.  We  are  obliged 
almost  always  to  go  to  private  parties  who  have 
pumps,  for  water. 

107.  But  you  don’t  seem  to  take  the  trouble  to  get 
the  thing  set  right,  and  therefore  what  is  tlie  use.  of 
talking  about  it  now?— But  the  Guardians  are  fully 
aware  of  tho  state  of  things. 

108.  Then  you  think  that  the  Guardians  _ don  t do 
their  duty  ?— I could  not  say  that,  hut  the  thing  is  not 

d°109.  Do  you  think  the  water  supply  would  be  better 
looked  after  if  the  Commissioners  were  tlie  sanitary 
authority?— I do  think  it  would. 

110  Are  you  a Commissioner  yourself  ? — JNo,  1 am 
not : hut  I have  been  one.  My  own  opinion  about  the 
matter  is  this— that  the  Commissioners  are  the  best 
authorities  in  the  .town ; they  should  have  the  whole 
management  of  the  sanitary  work  and  everything 
connected  with  the  town  in  their  own  hands.  _ 

111.  Do  you  know  has  there  been  any  complaint 
about  the  drainage?— I don’t  know  that  there  has. 
The  Guardians  have  made  some  two  or  three  drains 
since  they  got  the  sanitary  work  into  them  hands. 

112.  Have  they  done  what  was  wanted  ?— I suppose 
they  liavo,  hut  there  are  many  places  about  the  town 
in  very  had  order.  For  instance,  some  of  our  streets 
are  not  paved  or  the  sidepatlis  either,  and  there  are 
no  watercourses ; we  have  only  what  nature  made. 

113.  Has  any  application  been  made  to  the  Grand 
Jury  for  a presentment?— I am  not  sure  that  there 


Mr.  Robert 
■Sprott 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


454 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


Dbomohk. 


Mr.  Dickson  re-examined. 


Aug.  7.  1870. 
Mr.  Dickson. 


114.  I can  answer  tliat  question.  From  time  to 
time  at  special  and  at  road  sessions  applications  have 
been  brought  forward  for  the  paving  and  repairing  of 
the  footpaths  and  crossings  in  which  the  town  was 
vitally  interested.  Invariably  the  County  Surveyor 
has  only  recommended  a small  portion  of  the  expense 
to  be  presented  for — say  one-half  at  the  outside,  and 
made  the  town  supplement  it  if  they  chose.  The 
consequence  has  been  that  in  case  after  case  the  pre- 
sentment has  dropped  through. 

115.  Because  the  one-half  was  conditional  on  the 
other  ? — The  condition  was  that  the  presentment  was 
simply  passed  for  the  half,  on  the  understanding  that 
the  town  subscribed  the  other  half.  When  we  were 
sitting  as  Town  Commissioners  we  hadn’t  the  power, 
because  we  had  not  adopted  the  clause  for  paving. 
That  clause  was  not  in  operation,  because  we  had  not 
adopted  the  entire  Act  of  Parliament,  and  our  funds 
could  not  extend  to  the  making  of  footpaths. 

116.  But  remember  you  have  never  exercised  more 


than  half  your  powers  of  rating  %— We  have  not 
because  it  would  be  worth  our  office  to  exceed  a Grf 
rate.  Welt,  air,  the  coriHequeuce  lew  been  as  Mr 
Sl'i'ott  Hays,  that  tile  footpaths  u not  ^ ffi_ 
should  he.  There  is  a great  want  of  new  footp.aj 
repairs  of  old  footpaths  and  proper  pavement  and 
proper  Hugging  and  crossings,  and  so  on.  We  cannot 
get  it  done  by  the  county  unless  we  put  our  hands  in 
our  pockets,  and  supply  the  difference  between  some- 
thing like  half  the  cost  and  the  entire  cost  of  the  work. 

117.  I don’t  see  how  an  extension  of  the  boundary 
can  help  you  when  you  won’t  further  exercise  your 
powers  of  rating?— As  wo  at  present  stand,  the 
Guardians  having  charge  of  the  sanitary  affairs  of  the 
town  ; I don’t  think  the  Dromore  Town  Commissioners 
would  have  power  to  impose  a rate  for  the  purpose  of 
supplementing  a Grand  Jury  presentment. 

118.  That  is  a.  legal  question  that  I won’t  give  an 
opinion  on? — We  have  discussed  it  frequently. 


Mr.  Sprott. 


Examination  of  Mr.  Sprott,  continued. 


119.  Have  you  formed  any  idea  that  an  alteration 
of  the  boundary  would  be  desirable? — I don’t  think 
it  would.  I think  our  boundary  takes  in  quite 
enough. 

120.  And  you  think  that  is  the  general  opinion 
of  the  ratepayers  1 — Well,  as  far  as  I know  it  is;  but 
I do  think  that  if  any  plan  could  ho  adopted,  liy 
which  several  of  our  streets  coulcl  bo  put  in  better 
condition,  it  would  be  exceedingly  desirable — es- 
pecially the  footpaths. 

121.  But  you  must  remember  that  this  inquiry  is 


limited  to  the  question,  as  to  whether  or  not  any  alter- 
ation of  the  boundary  is  desirable  for  any  reason?— 
I was  not  aware  that  the  scope  of  the  Commission  was 
so  limited. 

122.  If  you  wore  able  to  show  that  the  money  the 
Commissioners  have  at  present  is  not  sufficient,  and 
that  they  wanted  move  rates  for  any  purpose,  there 
would  be  something  in  it ; hut  they  do  not  appear  to 
have  exercised  all  their  powers  at  present? — Quite  so. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


BWX1SKH.LEH. 


ENNISKILLEN.— 30tii  JULY,  1879. 
(Before  Messrs.  Cotton  and  Rohinson.) 


Mr.  John 
Clel&nd. 


Mr.  John  Oleland  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  town  clerk  of  Ennis- 
killen?— Yes. 

2.  For  how  long  have  you  held  that  office?— For 
upwards  of  ten  years. 

3.  What  Act  is  the  town  under?— The  9th  of 
George  4tl\  and  the  Enniskillen  Improvement  Act. 

4.  What  is  the  title  of  your  Act  ?— The  Enniskillen 
Borough  Improvement  Act,  1870. 

5.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town? — 314a.  2r.  14p. 
including  69  acres  of  water. 

6.  What  is  the  population? — About  6,000. 

7.  Are  you  the  urban  authority? — Yes,  uuder  the 
special  Act. 


8.  What  was  your  population  in  1871  ?— It  was 
almost  6,000.  We  are  the  urban  sanitary  authority 

7^’o™0f  the  60th  section  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1878. 


• 9,o  J-h611  ?our  population  must  have  been  over  6,000 
m lb71  ? — It  was  not. 


10.  Then  how  can  you  be  the  urban  authority?— 
Our  special  Act  constitutes  the  Commissioners  the 
urban  authority. 

, a ; Y-S“  d0  n°\  kTIwiat  th,!  Population  was  in 

■ 1 ™ TiT  6'00°-  14  *“  •UgMy  moreasod 

smee  1861  ; m 1861  it  was  5,161,  and  in  1871  it  was 
nearly  6,000 ; and  sinw  then,  I believe,  the  increase 
is  going  on  but  rather  slowly.  We  have  no  means  of 
ascertaining  the  increase  exactly. 
v 12;,Mr'  Robinson.— Are  the  buildings  increasing? 
Yes,  the  buildings  are  increasing,  at  least  they  are 
improving ; a good  many  old  houses  are  being  thrown 
down  and  new  ones  erected. 

13.  Mr.  Cotton.— The  boundary  of  the  town  is  the 
same  as  tho  parliamentary  borough  ? Yes. 


14.  It  was  extended  in  1870  by  thin  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment ? — It  was. 

15.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  town? — .£11,388. 

16.  Is  it  increasing  year  by  year  ? — Yes. 

17.  Can  you  give  the  valuation  in  the  last  few 
years? — Yes ; in  1870  it  was  £10,G64 ; in  1871, 
£10,892;  in  1875,  £11,034  19.5.;  and  in  1878, 
£11,388. 

18.  It  is  slowly  increasing? — From  1870  to  1878 
the  increase  was  £724. 

1 9.  What  electoral  division  is  the  town  in  ? — Ennis- 
killen. 

20.  The  electoral  division  extends  to  a great  distance 
north  and  south,  all  round  ? — It  does,  I dare  say,  for 
two  miles  all  round. 

21.  How  many  Commissioners  are  there? — twenty- 
one. 

22.  How  many  voters  ? — 390. 

23.  How  many  are  qualified  to  act  as  Commis- 
sioners if  elected  ? — I must  find  that  out.  The  popu- 
lation in  }871  I find,  according  to  Thom's  Almanac, 
was  5,836. 

24.  Under  your  special  Act  wliat  rates  are  you 

empowered  to  strike  ? — 2s.  6<£  borough  improvement 
rate,  and  Is.  6 d.  for  wator.  , 

25.  Is  the  improvement  rate  struck  on  houses  and 
land? — Yes,  houses  and  land. 

26.  Equally? — Yes. 

27.  No  distinction  ? — No  distinction,  whatever. 

28.  And  the  water  rate  in  the  same  way? — -Yes. 

29.  What  rates  have  you  struck  for  the  last  five 
years  ? — In  1874,  2s.  improvement  rate  and  Is.  4o-  ®r 
water ; in  1875  it  was  the  same,  and  all  through  tne 
same.  We  never  struck  any  other  rate  since  the  Ac 
came  into  operation. 
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30.  Your  limits  are  what? — 2s.  6c?.  and  Is.  6c/. 

31  What  were  the  poor  rates  for  these  years  ? — In 
1874’  Is.  2d.;  in  1875,  Is.  2c/. ; 1876,  Is.  5c/.;  in 
1877,  Is. ; in  1878,  ‘JcZ. 

32.  And  the  county  cess? — In  1874,  Is.  10c/.;  in 
1875,  Is.  10c/.  also;  in  1876,  the  same  ; in  1877,  the 
same ; and  in  1S78,  2s. 

33.  That  is  the  county  cess  upon  the  adjoining 
district? — Yes  ; the  town  is  situated  in  two  baronies, 
and  it  is  the  same  in  both. 

34.  Is  that  the  average  cess,  or  is  it  the  same  cess 
in  both  ? — I think  it  is  the  average  that  is  over  the 
whole  county. 

35.  That  county  cess  you  have  given  is  the  average 
over  the  whole  county? — So  it  would  appear. 

36.  You  are  the  road  authority  within  your  dis- 
trict?— Yes,  within  the  borough. 

37.  Wliat  do  you  pay  for  county  at  large  charges? — 
We  pay  our  proportion. 

38.  Is  it  under  this  Act? — Yes,  we  pay  our  pro- 
portion of  county  at  large  charges. 

39.  Have  the  Commissioners  come  to  any  resolution 
on  the  subject  of  extending  the  boundaries? — Yes, 
they  had  a meeting  immediately  after  receiving  your 
queries. 

40.  How  many  Commissioners  attended  that  meet- 
ing ? — Fifteen. 

41.  What  conclusion  did  they  come  to  ? — It  is  not 
a regular  resolution.  My  note  of  it  is  “ Query  sheet 
of  Municipal  Boundaries  Commissioners  being  read 
and  discussed,  and  the  several  answers  having  been 
inserted,  it  was  directed  that  same  he  sent  forward  to 
H.  A.  Robinson,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Commis- 
sioners.” 

42.  And  the  conclusion  was  that  no  alteration  was 
desirable  at  all? — Yes. 

43.  I presume  the  reason  is  that  as  the  area  was 
increased  so  late  as  1870,  there  was  no  necessity  for 
further  increase? — Yes. 

44.  They  were  unanimous  ? — Yes. 

45.  What  is  the  feeling  of  the  ratepayers  on  the 
subject? — I never  heard  any  feeling  expressed  by  any 
ratepayers. 

46.  How  is  the  town  lighted? — By  gas. 

47.  By  a company? — Yes,  the  Enniskillen  Gas 
Company. 

48.  And  you  contract  with  them  ? — Yes. 

49.  What  is  your  agreement? — For  the  last  three 
years,  £3  per  lamp,  for  eighty-nine  lamps.  That  is  for 
lighting,  cleansing,  and  extinguishing. 

50.  What  are  the  Company  , to  do  for  that? — To 
light  for  nine  months  in  the  year  from  one  hour  before 
sunset  to  one  hour  before  sunrise — four  cubic  feel,  per 
hour  by  meter. 

51.  Are  there  meter  lamps? — No,  but  there  are 
meters  within  the  borough  in  connexion  with  the  lamps, 
and  the  quantity  of  gas  consumed  is  by  meter  indi- 
cation. 

52.  The  water  supply  is  from  water  works  under 
that  Act  of  Parliament? — Yes. 


53.  A full  supply? — Unlimited  and  considerable 
pressure. 

54.  It  is  of  good  quality? — Yes,  very  good. 

55.  Are  there  any  large  sewage  works  undertaken 
by  the  Commissioners  lately?— Well  during  the  past 
four  or  five  years,  they  have  undertaken  some  extensive 
sewage  works. 

56.  Wliat  amount  did  they  spend  upon  them? 

During  the  last  four  or  five  years  £1,000,  I think  or 
far  more  probably  £4,000  or  5,000. 

57.  We  have  an  application  before  us  from  Dr. 
Collum,  suggesting  the  including  of  the  townland  of 
Derrychara,  lias  that  been  before  the  Commissioners  ? 
—No. 

58.  You  do  not  know  what  they  would  say  to  that  ? 
— No. 


EK.SI3K1I.LW 

Mr.  John 
Clclnnd. 


59.  Do  you  know  the  townland? — I do. 

60.  The  Commissioners  came  to  the  conclusion  there 
was  no  extension  required? — Yes. 

61.  You  have  no  wards? — No. 

62.  Has  there  been  any  suggestion  there  should  be 
wards  ? — No. 

63.  Mr.  Robinson — Are  there  any  debts  due  by  the 
Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

64.  State  the  amounts  of  them,  and  what  they  were 
for  ? — We  owe  the  Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners, 
London,  £4,830.  That  was  obtained  for  water  supply. 

65.  How  is  that  debt  defrayed'? — It  is  paid  off  by 
yearly  instalments  in  thirty  years.  We  also  owe  the 
Board  of  Works,  Dublin,  £2,200,  and  some  odd 
pounds,  that  was  borrowed  for  town  improvements. 

06.  When? — In  1873,  but  a previous  sum  was 
borrowed  in  1871. 

67.  How  is  the  latter  sum  to  be  paid  off? — In  thirty 
years  also.  We  pay  5 per  cent,  interest  on  the  London 
loan,  and  in  the  case  ol  the  Dublin  loan  4 per  cent, 
interest. 

68.  You  owe  nothing  else  ? — No. 

69.  Mr.  Cotton. — Can  you  let  ns  have  a copy  of 
last  year’s  audited  accounts  ? — Yes. 

70.  Wliat  sources  of  income  have  you  besides  rates? 
— Wo  have  house  and  land  property ; amounting  to 
somewhere  about  £650  a year,  and  we  have  an  income 
from  water  rents  of  £220  ft  year.  That  is  for  water 
supplied  for  other  than  domestic  purposes;  and  to 
parties  living  outside  the  boundary,  they  pay  so  much 
per  annum  for  water. 

71.  Have  you* a domestic  and  a public  water  rate? 
— No.  Those  who  pay  for  other  than  domestic 
purposes,  simply  contract  for  it. 

72;  Have  you  any  income  from  tolls  leviable  on 
your  markets? — No,  Lord  Enniskillen  has  these.  I 
find  there  are  sixty-seven  persons  entitled  to  be 
Commissioners. 

73.  If  there  was  a small  extension  all  round,  would 
it  take  in  many  gentlemen’s  places? — No. 

74.  There  are  not  mauy  buildings  ? — -No,  very  few. 

7 5.  Are  building  operations  going  on  in  Derrychara  ? 
— I am  not  aware  of  any  going  on  at  present. 


Mr.  Jeremiah  Jordan,  Chairman  T 

76.  Mr.  Cotton. — How  long  have  you  been  Chair- 
man?— Three  years. 

77.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  there 
should  be  no  alteration  in  the  town  boundaries? — 
It  is. 

78.  Has  the  subject  been  discussed? — Yes,  fully.  I 
convened  a special  meeting  when  I received  your 
circular  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  it,  and  we  discussed 
the  matter  fully,  and  previous  to  our  coining  to  the 
meeting,  Mr.  Rae  and  myself  took  the  map,  and  we 
commenced  with  Derrychara,  and  went  all  round  by 

reandrum,  and  Drumclay,  Kilmacormick,  Cornagrade, 
and  then  Portora,  andDrumlyn,  Windmill  Hill,  Cole’s 
Hul,  and  Bossorry,  making  a kind  of  route  in  a circle, 
Mid  these  are  the  townlands  we  would  have  adopted  if 
here  was  to  be  extension,  but  we  would  not  have 


'own  Commissioners,  examined. 

included  anyone  of  them  to  the  exclusion  of  the  others. 

79.  Mr.  Bobinson.— That  would  make  as  far  as 
possible  a mile  all  round,  from  the  centre  of  the  town, 
and  taking  in  the  whole  of  these  townlands  ?— They  . 
were  so  situated  it  would  have  been  very  inconvenient. 

80.  What  were  the  reasons  against  it  ?— The  reasons 
were,  that  the  valuation  amounted  to  somewhat  about 
£4,000,  and  in  the  first  place  we  bad  seen  in  some' 
other  places  there  was  some  question  raised  as  to  the 
amount  that  could  bo  raised  by  taxation  on  land.  We 
do  not  know  whether  you  settled  that  in  any  other 
place. 

81.  Under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  you  can 

only  levy  one-fourth  on  land? — Yes.  _ 

82.  But  according  to  your  Act  you  can  levy  equally 
off  houses  and  land?— That  was  what  the  meeting  saw 
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discussed  in  several  places,  and  it  was  stated  that  on 
land  taken  in,  only  one-fonvtli  could  be  levied. 

83.  Mr.  Cotton. — That  is  under  the  TownsTmpvove- 
ineut  Act  for  towns  improvement  purposes,  but  it  docs 
not  follow  they  would  not  be  liable  to  a larger  rate  if 
you  were  the  road  authority,  and  raised  a road  rate  ? 
— Wo  were  doubtful  whether  we  could  tax  these  lands, 
for  these  are  all  land  with  only  ordinary  farmers 
residences,  and  we  were  doubtful  whether  we  could 
tax  them  for  poor  rate  and  water  rate. 

84.  Mr.  Robinson. — Are  there  jiuy  lands  similar 
to  those  within  the  present  boundary? — No,  very 
little.  We  levy  an  equal  rate  on  them. 

85.  Mr.  Cotton. — Would  that  extension  bo  desir- 
able, suppose  the  full  rate  was  leviable  ? — If  we  hail 
decided  to  include  these  lands  the  one-fourth  rating 
would  not  affect  us.  __ 

80.  You  would  not  take  them  in  if  you  had  to 
maintain  their  roads  ? — No,  and  we  would  not  take 
them  in  at  all  at  one-fourth  rating  on  any  consideration. 
If  we  had  contemplated  taking  in  these  places,  it 
is  very  likely  we  should  have  had  very  serious 
opposition  here  to-day,  for  the  farmers  would  not 
have  consented  to  have  been  included  in  the  town 
at  the  rate  of  three  and  fourpence  or  four  shillings 
in  the  pound  as  the  case  may  be. 

87.  In  lieu  of  the  county  cess? — Yes.  I think 
you  would  have  had  great  opposition.  After  going 
into  these  things  fully  we  decided  by  calculation, 
that  supposing  we  could  raise  the  full  rate  on  this 
rateable  property,  it  would  not  nearly  make  our 
roads  and  light  the  place,  never  talking  of  putting  in 
water  pipes  or  sewers. 

88.  Mr.  Robinson. — It  was  your  opinion  that  tho 
land  of  these  people  living  within  this  district,  was 
more  valuable  i—Yes,  a very  good  deal  of  it  is  let 
for  public  works. 

89.  And  the  people  use  the  markets  of  the  town  ? 
— Yes,  for  instance  here  is  Breandrum  which  is  let 
at  a very  high  rate  being  near  the  town  ; so  is  Colo’s 
Hill ; Cornagrade  and  Deny chara  is  let  at  very  high 
figures,  because  it  is  all  townparks. 

90.  Would  you  advocate  that  extension  if  yon  re- 

ceived only  the  county  cess  ? — No,  nor  if  we  received 
our  full  powers  of  taxation,  for  even  then  it  would 
not  pay  us  to  take  it  in.  It  would  be  very  in- 
jurious to  tlve  ratepayers  of  the  borough  to  take  in 
these  places,  even  if  we  were  able  to  tax  them  to 
the  full  extent  of  our  taxing  powers ; 3s.  id, 

that  we  are  now  payiug  would  not  pay  us.  Dublin 
road  is  a bad  heavy  road  to  maintain,  Ivvinostown  tho 
same,  and  Ballyshannon,  and  Temple  road ; the  main- 
tenance of  these  roads  would  nearly  absorb  the  rate, 
and  there  would  be  sweeping  and  lighting  of  these  out 
of  the  boundary. 

91.  Under  all  the  circumstance  would  you  propose 
to  included  it? — Under  no  circumstances  whatever  ; 
we  discussed  the  matter  and  dismissed  it  together. 

92.  The  same  reasoning  applies  to  including  one 
townland  Dr.  Colltun  has  asked  us  to  include,  namely, 
Derrychara.  I should  say  we  should  not  include  it  at 
all  to  the  exclusion  of  the  others. 

93.  Mr.  Robinson.— There  are  no  main  roads  run- 
ning through  Derrychara?— The  Dublin  road  skirts  it, 
and  there  is  one  by  way  through  Derrychai-a. 

94.  Is  there  sufficient  land  within  the  borough  for 
building  purposes  for  some  years  to  come  1 — For  some 
years  to  come  I think  we  have  as  much  land  within 
the  boundary  as  is  likely  to  be  built  upon,  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  our  building  outside  the  borough 
at  present,  and  there  is  a very  convenient  place  on 
the  Dublin  road  on  which  to  build. 


95.  Mr.  Cotton.— Is  there  any  tendency  to  build 
out  towards  your  boundaries  ? — Only  in  one  direction 

9G.  In  which  direction  is  that? — Convenient  to  the 

railway. 

97.  Beyond  tho  railway? — Yes. 

98.  Mr.  Robinson.— Does  that  tendency  arise 
because  it  is  easy  to  get  there,  or  through  a desire  to 
get  outside  the  boundary  and  avoid  the  rates?- -No- 
there  arc  no  now  buildings  outside  the  borough  at  all! 

99.  Was  there  any  application  made  to  you  to 
include  this  land  of  Derrychara  by  Dr.  Colluin  ?— No 

100.  Then  lot  mo  read  you  a letter  we  got  from 
Dr.  Colimn 

“ 6th  December,  1878, 

“ Sutherland  House,  Surbiton,  Surrey 
“ To  II.  A.  Robinson,  Esq.,  Secretary, 

“ Four  Courts,  Dublin. 

“ Sir, — In  answer  to  the  advertisements  in  the  Ennis- 
killen newspapers  requesting  suggestions  with  a view  to 
altering  or  enlarging  the  boundaries  of  the  borough  of 
Enniskillen,  T have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  amapof 
the  townland  of  Derrychara  adjoining  the  borough  of 
Enniskillen,  and  which  I have  had  laid  out  in  building  plots 
for  wharves  and  storehouses,  and  for  private  residences,  for 
the  accommodation  of  merchants  and  traders,  and  others 
connected  with  tho  town  of  Enniskillen.  The  map  shows 
that  this  townland  lias  for  its  boundary  on  one  side  the 
Dublinroad  and  the  large  model  schools  erected  by  Govern- 
ment; on  two  sides  it  is  bounded  by  the  Lough  Erne 
( where  the  water  is  deep)  ; and  on  the  fourth  side  it  adjoins 
the  town  and  borough  of  Enniskillen,  the  fair  green,  ana  die 
stations  of  the  Irish  North  Western  and  the  Enniskillen  and 
Sligo  Railways.  There  is  no  other  locality  where  suitable 
accommodation  can  lie  found  whereon  to  construct  wharves 
and  storehouses,  to  accommodate  the.  traffic  ol’  Lough  Erne 
and  the  railways,  as  Derrychara  occupies  a central  position 
close  to  the  town,  with  deep  water  frontage  and  land  suffi- 
cient for  private  residences  for  the  merchants  and  such 
others  as  may  be  attracted  by  the.  excellent  model  schools. 
The  fact  of  Government  having  selected  this  particular 
neighbourhood  for  the  site  of  the  new  schools  for  tuecduca- 
tion  of  tho  children  of  the  town,  and  tho  Enniskillen  and 
Sligo  Railway  also  having  brought  its  line  on  this,  instead 
of  the  other  side  of  the.  town,  shows  the  special  local 
advantages  which  it  possesses.  I beg,  therefore,  most 
respectfully  to  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  your  Com- 
missioners, that  the.  townland  of  Derrychara,  lying  between 
the  Dublin  road,  tho  Sligo  Railway  and  the  Lough  Erne, 
and  offering  so  many  conveniences,  be  incorporated  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  borough  of  Enniskillen. 

“ I have  the  honor  to  bo,  &c., 
(Signed)  “R.  Collom,  M.D." 

I suppose  you  allow  tho  advantages  he  states 
this  land  possesses,  that  it  is  the  only  locality  where 
suitable  accommodation  can  he  found  to  construct 
wharves  and  storehouses  ? — I do  not  think  it  would 
he  suitable  for  storehouses  at  all.  I don’t  understand 
what  he  means. 

101.  Have  you  any  remarks  to  make  on  that 
letter  1 — Mr.  Collum  may  lie  better  able  to  explain  it. 

102.  Mr.  Cotton. — If  tho  application  was  made  do 
you  think  the  Commissioners  would  entertain  it? — I 
think  not. 

103.  And  the  ground  is  laid  out  in  plots?— Of 
course  there  are  plots,  but  they  are  not  laid  out  yetm 
plots.  There  is  not  one  house  on  it  yet;  and  at 
3s.  id.  in  the  pound,  our  present  rating,  which  we 
intend  soon  to  reduce  to  2s  6 d.,  the  amount  derived 
from  Derrychai’a  would  bo  only  £44,  and  I believe 
£44  would  not  make  the  Dublin  rood  alone.  There 
is  a clause  in  our  Act  which  makes  the  whole  of  the 
road  within  our  boundary,  if  yon  took  the  whole  n 
the  townland,  and  the  boundary  went  through  the 
centre  of  the  road  there,  and  yet  that  road  is  all  in. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 


457 


Mr.  James  Collum  examined. 


104.  Did  you  write  this  letter  (produced)  1 — It  is 
,ny  father  who  really  wrote  it — I drew  it. 

105.  Your  father  wished  to  include  the  whole  of 
the  townland  of  Derrychara  ? — Yes. 

106.  Are  there  any  remarks  you  wish  to  make  in 
substantiation  of  the  letter? — There  is  a very  good 
road  there,  and  as  regards  the  lighting  of  it  the  Com- 
missioners seem  to  be  proud  the  light  goes  to  the  end 
of  the  borough  boundary,  close  to  Ihe  model  school,  so 
that  the  expense  would  not  be  very  much  more  in 
carrying  the  light  on  farther,  for  it  is  part  of  the  way 
already,  and  there  must  be  water  on  to  the  railway 
station,  so  that  the  whole  expense  would  not  be  great. 

107.  Is  the  townland  your  father’s  property  ? — 
Yes,  the  whole  of  it. 

108.  Is  he  building  on  it  at  present  ? — He  is  not 
yet. 

109.  If  the  townland  was  included  within  the  town 
would  he  commence  building  then  ? — That  is  his  in- 
tention. When  the  Commissioners  spoke  of  having 
some  of  our  land  for  a cemetery,  he  strongly  opposed 
it,  and  said  he  would  carry  on  any  opposition  to  it ; 
he  did  not  wish  to  have  the  land  thrown  away  for  a 
graveyard. 

110.  Mr.  Cotton. — Which  was  the  portion  that  is 
valuable  for  wharfs  ? — There  is  all  water  frontage. 

111.  But  there  is  no  public  road  down  to  that 
part  ? — No,  but  there  would  have  been  a road. 

112.  The  road  runs  up  and  down,  so  that  a new 
road  should  be  constructed? — Yes. 

113.  What  is  to  induce  a man  to  build  there? — It 
is  principally  for  houses  more  than  stores. 

114.  It  seems  to  be  a very  distant  prospect  of  stores 
and  wharves  being  built  there?— It  is  more  with 
regard  to  building  houses,  and  that  more  on  the 
Dublin  road. 

115.  Mr.  Robinson. — What  are  the  advantages 
your  father  expected  to  derive  from  coming  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Town  Commissioners? — It 
would  improve  the  value  of  land. 

116.  And  is  the  land  not  equally  valuable  from  its 
proximity  to  the  town  ? — No  ; because  we  would  have 
it  laid  out.  When  it  was  first  bought  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  my  uncle,  the  late  Mr.  J ohn  Collum,  to  get 


it  sketched,  but  there  has  been  one  thing  or  another 
to  interfex-e  with  it. 

117.  Has  your  father  considered  that  there  is  a 
large  sum  due  and  owing  by  the  Corporation  which 
you  would  be  liable  for? — There  does  not  appear 
much,  and  that  what  is  owed  to  the  Board  of  Works. 

118.  What  advantage  would  you  get  in  exchange 
for  tlxe  £44  ? — We  would  hope  to  have  houses  on  it, 
and  to  let  them. 

119.  Mr.  Cotton. — But  elsewhere  we  have  gene- 
rally found  that  people  are  building  more  outside  than 
inside  the  limits? — That  might  hold  good  for  the 
other  side  of  the  town,  but  they  are  coming  nearer 
and  nearer  to  the  milway  station.  The  railway  com- 
pany got  an  Act  of  Parliament  which  gave  them  more 
traffic,  and  whatever  traffic  is  created  would  come  in 
that  side  of  the  town. 

120.  Why  should  a man  take  land  that  is  subject 
to  rates  rather  than  outside  with  the  advantage  these 
rates  give  ? — No,  I don't  think  it  gives  him  any  parti- 
cular privilege  to  pay  rates. 

121.  What  advantage  would  the  gas  be  on  the 
roads  ? — I think  it  would  induce  people  to  take  up 
house  if  it  was  in  the  borough.  Houses  let  far  easier 
in  the  liorough. 

122.  When  you  say  borough  you  mean  municipal 
and  not  Parliamentary  borough? — I don't  know  there 
is  any  difference. 

123.  But  if  we  recommended  this  to  be  added  to 
the  town,  it  would  not  add  it  to  the  Parliamentary 
borough  ? —I  did  understand  that  it  would. 

124.  No,  we  have  no  control  over  the  Parliament- 
ary boi'ough? — That  is  one  of  the  things  we  were 
thinking  of. 

125.  We  have  nothing  to  say  to  the  Parliamentary 
borough  ? — I thought  it  was  the  Parliamentary 
borough. 

126.  Supjrosing  it  was  not  the  Parliamentary 
borough,  do  you  think  that  would  affect  your  father’s 
idea? — I don’t  see  what  advantages  we  would  get  in 
the  municipal  borough. 

127.  Mr.  Robinson. — And  then,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, you  would  not  wish  to  be  included  ? — I 
don’t  think  so. 
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128.  We  strongly  opposed  it.  There  is  no 

129.  Mr.  Cotton. — What  is  the  advantage  in 
having  the  Parliamentary  and  the  municipal  area  the 
same — is  there  any  practical  advantage  ? — I don’t 
know,  exactly. 

130.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  advantage  in  having 
them  the  same? — I have  never  thought  of  the  subject; 
as  it  stands  at  present  there  is,  because  previously  the 
Parliamentary  borough  extended  further  westerly  than 
the  municipal,  and  then  they  were  made  the  same  all 
round,  and  we  think  there  is  an  advantage  in  having 
them  co-equal ; it  was  found  to  be  inconvenient  to  have 
them  separate. 

131.  What  is  the  convenience — does  it  save  any 
work,  or  does  it  simplify  matters  ? — I don’t  know. 

132.  Supposing,  as  there  are,  reasons  for  thinking 
it  is  an  advantage  to  have  the  boundaries  of  the  towns 
complete  townland  boundaries,  might  there  be  any 
reason  for  not  extending  the  boundary  a little  further, 
so  as  to  take  in  the  boundary  of  Windmill  Hill 
townland  ? — I think  we  gave  the  matter  our  frdl  con- 
sideration at  the  meeting  of  the  Town  Commissioners, 
and  we  unanimously  decided  we  did  not  require  any 
further  extension. 

133.  We  saw  some  advantage  in  taking  in  that  small 
portion,  and  we  would  be  glad  to  hear  any  objections 
there  are  to  that — would  you  have  any  new  roads  to 
keep? — We  would  have  some — about  400  yards  addi- 
tional. 

134.  The  10th  section  of  your  Act  gives  power, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Jury  and  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  to  extend  the  boundaries? — Yes. 


135.  Is  there  auy  more  than  in  the  apparent  con- 
venience in  it  ? — I cannot  tell. 

136.  There  is  some  real  convenience  in  having  a 
municipal  boundary  consisting  of  entire  townlands, 
and  not  portions  of  each,  and  here  yon  have  a boun- 
dary cutting  up  fields  ? — Yes ; there  are  two  lines  that 
run  that  way.  My  idea  is  that  there  was  an  objection 
to  tire  extension  of  the  Parliamentary  borough  at  one 
tinift,  and  the  large  proprietors  who  owned  land  op- 
posed  any  extension  in  the  direction  of  their  property, 
and,  when  the  Act  of  Parliament  came,  it  seemed 
to  balance  tilings  by  permitting  the  municipal  and 
Parliamentary  borough  to  go  in. 

137.  You  understand  quite  clearly  that,  when  I 
spoke  of  the  extension  of  Enniskillen  taking  in  some 
of  Windmill  Hill,  I don’t  mean  the  extension  of  the 
Parliamentary  borough? — I was  not  aware  until  you 
mentioned  it  now.  I don’t  see  any  reason  why  the 
whole  of  the  townland  should  not  be  included  for 
municipal  purposes. 

' 138.  There  are  no  special  reasons  connected  with 
that  townland  ? — No,  except  the  road,  if  it  would  not 
increase  the  taxation  on  the  ratepayers  and  the  bo- 
rough proper,  we  should  have  no  possible  objection 
The  only  reason  we  opposed  Derrychara  and  these 
other  places  was  that  it  would  increase  the  rates  on 
the  ratepayers,  and  we  wished  to  avoid  increasing  the 
rates  for  tenants  or  landlords,  and  if  it  did  not  increase 
the  rate  on  the  borough,  I see  no  objection,  but  it 
would  be  the  greatest  possible  advantage. 

3 N 
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Mr.  Thomas  Gordon,  Town  Commissioner,  examined. 


139.  Have  you  considered  this  question? — I have  ; 
hut  I did  not  know  the  exact  boundary  proposed.  The 
proposed  extension  to  Windmill  Hill  could  affect  us 
very  little. 

140.  Would  there  he  any  advantage  in  having  the 


boimduvy  wilaigcd  all  round  t— No.  I don’t  belie,, 
there  would  be  any  advantage. 

141.  You  agree  with  the  Chairman  ?— Yes.  The 
matter  came  before  the  board  at  one  time,  and  it  was 
thoroughly  discussed,  and  we  agreed  to  remain  as  we 


Mr.  Jordan. 


Mr.  Jordan  recalled. 


142.  I could  see  no  possible  objection  to  include 
Windmill  Hill,  as  it  does  not  affect  the  Parliamentary 
boundary,  and  does  not  increase  the  taxation  on  the 
ratepayers. 

143.  Are  you  satisfied  it  would  not? — Mr.  Rae  is. 
satisfied  it  would  not.  We  are  most  anxious  to  pro- 
tect the  ratepayers  against  increased  taxation,  and  we 
have  no  objection  to  include  the  whole  area  mentioned, 
except  on  the  ground  of  taxation. 


144.  The  boundary  follows  towulands? — Yes  • but 
it  excludes  the  infirmary. 

145.  You  would  get  no  rates  from  it  ? — No ; but  it 
should  he  in  the  boundary.  It  is  a very  awkward 
little  bit,  which  stands  in  the  midst  of  our  property 
and  we  must  go  through  the  county  road  before  we 
get  to  our  property.  It  stands  in  the  middle  of  our 
corporate  property,  and  it  is  the  road  to  the  Sligo  rail- 
way station. 


Mr.  John  Rae. 


Mx-.  John  Rae  examined. 


146.  You  are  surveyor  of  the  town? — Yes. 

146.  Can  you  tell  me  the  length  of  streets  you  have 
to  maintain  ? — About  five  and  a half  miles. 

147.  You  know  Windmill  Hill  townl and  ? — I do. 

148.  Do  you  think  it  would  pay  to  bring  it  in  ? — 
I think  it  would  pay  the  Commissioners. 

149.  And  you  know  of  no  local  objection  to  it? — 
No,  I think  it  would  he  desirable  to  take  it  in. 

150.  You  think  the  portion  should  be  taken  in 
including  the  county  infirmary,  up  to  the  stream  that 
runs  to  the  south  of  the  cross  roads? — Yes,  from  the 
townland  of  Brehandram. 

151.  What  system  would  you  have  to  include  the 
whole  of  Brehaudnim  ? — I would  certainly  tako  it  all 
in;  hut  the  Commissioners  would  have  to  supply 
water  and  light  to  the  roads  there,  and  it  would  not  pay. 

152.  Would  the  town  he  at  a loss  by  including  the 
portion  to  which  you  refer,  on  which  the  county 
infirmary  stands  ? — No,  I think  not. 

153.  There  is  a good  length  of  road? — No,  not  very 
much,  and  we  have  to  travel  over  it  to  get  to  the 
portion  of  our  road  which  is  north-  east  of  it. 

154.  What  difficulty  is  there  about  that?—  Not 
much,  but  when  we  go  there  with  horses  and  carts  wo 
travel  over  roads  that  are  not  our  own,  and  there  is  a 
loss  of  time.  It  is  very  awkward  to  have  it  there. 

155.  What  about  water  works  ?— An  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment was  obtained  for  a supply  of  water,  and  other 
benefits  to  the  town  in  1870,  audit  got  the  Royal 
assent  in  the  August  of  that  year.  Water  works  were 
erected,  and  we  have  paid  about  half  the  cost  of 
obtaining  the  Act.  The  works  cost  altogether  about 
£10,000,  and  they  were  completed  within  a year  and  a 
half  from  the  day  we  entered  into  the  contract,  and 
from  the  day  they  were  finished  in  1873,  they  have 
not  cost  us  a sixpence. 

156  Wliatu  the  supply  — Twenty-five  gallons  pet 
individual,  per  day. 

I57-  How  many  thousand  gallons  in  the  day  ? 

200  000  gallons  in  the  day,  or  25,000  gallons  per  head 
per  day. 

158.  What  actually  goes  into  the  town  at  present? 
—There  are  200,00°  gallons,  for  we  use  it  liberally  ; 
?nL1S  2j’°r°  ?aU°ns  Per  head  for  a population  of 
8,000,  and  about  thnty-three  gallons  per  head,  with 
the  present  population. 


159.  How  much  is  sold?— About  £2,000  worth 

hut  I cannot  tell  you  the  quantity,  for  it  is  not  sold  bv 
quantity.  J 

160.  You  sell  it  to  parties. outside  the  town?— Yes. 

161.  What  income  do  you  get  from  them?—  £60 
from  the  railway  which  is  outside ; £20  from  Portora  • 
£12  from  the  county  infirmary ; £12  from  the 
Model  schools  which  are  outside  the  boundary. 

162.  Mr.  Jordan. — That  was  one  of  the  strong 


reasons  for  refusing  to  extend  the  borough,  as  we 
would  have  lost  all  these  water  rents  by  including 
these  townlands. 

163.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  would  be  liable  to  the 
rate. 

164.  Mr.  J oi’dan.— But  we  would  have  to  give  them 
more. 

Mr.  Rae’s  examination  resumed. 

165.  What  pressure  have  you  on  the  high  parts  of 
the  town  ? — W o have  in  the  highest  spot  inhabitated  in 
the  town  120  feet  head  of  water,  or  GOlbs.  to  the 
square  inch. 

166.  Is  that  available  for  putting  out  fires  ?— Yes, 
and  we  are  amply  provided  with  machinery  for  that 
purpose. 

167.  What  about  drainage  ? — Almost  all  the  streets 
of  the  town,  except  threo,  are  drained  by  the  Com- 
missioners since  they  got  the  powers  under  their  Act 
in  1870. 

168.  They  all  drain  down  into  the  liver? — They  do. 

169.  Are  you  spending  much  on  the  drainage  at 
present? — No. 

170.  Why  don’t  you  drain  these  three  streets?— 
It  is  contemplated  to  borrow  money  from  the  Board 
of  Works  at  this  moment. 

171.  Mr.  Jordan  alluded  to  certain  townlands— 
did  you  estimate  the  length  of  road  there  would  he  in 
these  townlands  ? — I did  not. 

172.  What  would  you  put  the  maintenance  of  these 
roads  at  ? — I could  not  say,  but  I think  they  would 
cost  about  £50  a mile  only. 

173.  Can  you  tell  what  is  the  area  within  the 
nnmicipal boundary  ? — Itisabout,  I should  say  roughly, 
eighty  acres. 

174.  Is  that  land  let  upon  building  lease  ? — A great 
deal  of  it  is  let  on  lease  by  the  Commissioners. 

175.  Mr.  Cotton. — This  map  shows  in  red  the 
municipal  boundary  ? — Yes,  the  red  and  yellow  show 
the  municipal  boundary. 

176.  Portion  is  not  within  the  Parliamentary 
borough  ? — They  are  coterminous  at  present. 

177.  When  was  the  Parliamentary  borough  changed . 

—In  1870. 

178.  Then  the  Act  changed  the  Parliamentary  as 
well? — Yes,  it  made  them  coterminous;  the  Parlia- 
mentary boundary  was  extented  in  1868. 

: 179.  This  indicated  is  the  Parliamentary  boundary 

now? — Yes.  . 

180.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  including  tha 

portion  of  Windmill  Hill’  not  included  at  present  i— 
Not  the  slightest.  I think  it  would  he  an  improve- 
ment.  w 

181.  Would  you  not  suggest  any  extension  t-**! °> 
except  to  make  the  boundary  more  uniform  by  takn'S 
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fit  -the  county  infirmary . The  source  for  water  supply 
stands  at  a level  of  about  250  feet  above  the  highest 
part  of  the  town,  and  gives  a working  pressure  of  120 
feet  at  the  highest  spot. 

182.  Where  is  your  service  reservoir  ? — The  town- 
land  of  Gortmessan. 

183.  What  is  the  working  head  ? — It  is  about  104 
feet  above  the  Diamond. 

' 184.  Is  there  any  navigation  on  the  lake  1 — No,  sir. 
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1S5.  You  say  five  miles  is  the  length  of  the  streets  ? 
— Yes,  about  five  and  a half  miles. 

1 8G.  What  is  the  expense  of  maintaining  them  ? 
— fi.114  Is.  C il.  in  1876,  and  sweeping  and  cleansing 
.£207  8s.  additional,  which  includes  cost  of  sweeping 
and  cleansing  machine,  so  that  about  £160  a year 
would  pay  for  the  sweeping  ; the  town  has  paid  about 
£150  each  half  year  on  an  average  of  the  county  at 
large  charges. 


Mr.  James  Coauter,  j.p.,  examined. 


187.  You  heard  the  opinion  given  by  Mr.  Jordan 
that  it  was  not  desirable  to  extend  the  town — do  you 
agree  in  that  ? — I do ; from  what  the  borough  surveyor 
says,  and  what  you  say’ yourself  that  it  would  not 


increaso  the  valuation  to  extend  out  this  way,  we 
thought  it  better  not  to  have  any  extension. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


GILFORD— 7th  AUGUST,  1879. 
Before  Mr.  H.  A Rohinson. 

Mi1.  John  Maguire  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  are  Town  Clerk  of  Gilford  ? 
—Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  been  so  1 — Since  18G5. 

3.  When  was  the  town  constituted  under  the 
Towns  Improveincmcnt  Act? — In  1860. 

4.  Previous  to  that  was  it  under  any  Act? — No, 
not  to  my  knowledge. 

5.  Was  the  Act  adopted  for  all  purposes? — For 
lighting  and  cleansing. 

6.  Were  you  a Commissioner  previous  to  being 
Town  Clerk  ? — Yes. 

7.  Were  you  one  of  the  Commissioners  who  .selected 
the  boundary? — No. 

8.  I xmderstand  there  has  bocu  no  alteration  in 
the  boundary  sinco  that  date  ? — Yes,  there  has  been 
no  alteration. 

9.  And  the  boundaiy  remains  the  same? — Yes. 

10.  Are  you  aware  what  steps  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners took  to  ascertain  what  the  boundaries  of  the 
town  should  be  ? — No. 

11.  You  were  not  one  of  the  committee  appointed? 
— No. 

12.  Was  there  a committee  appointed  ? — Yes. 

13.  Does  the  bonndax-y  include  parts  of  townlands, 
or  whole  townlands  ? — Parts. 

14.  What  townlands,  or  parts  of  townlands,  are  in- 
cluded ?— -Louglians,  Drumallen. 

15.  And  no  other  townlands  ? — No. 

15;  What  are  the  areas  of  these  townlands  within 
the  boundary? — Drumallen  is  23  acres,  3 roods,  and 
45  perches  ; Louglians  is  60  acres,  2 roods. 

16.  Can  you  give  me  the  areas  of  the  portions  of 
these  townlands  without  the  municipal  limits? — No, 
I cannot. 

17.  I believe  Lough ans  is  eighty-four  acres  ? — I will 
send  them  to  you — the  particulars. 

18.  Who  fixed  the  present  boundaries  of  Gilford 
--first- of  all-  was  there  a committee  of  ratepayei's 
appointed  to  fix  on  the  boundaries? — There  was  a 
committee,  I think  Dr.  M'Bride  was  one  of  them. 
I,  find  (witness  here  referred  to  a book)  that  a 
committee  was  appointed  as  follows  : — Mr.  Ben. 
Dixon,  Mr.  Henry  Heron,  Mr.  John  Byre,  Mr. 

Doake,  Mr.  Henry  M'Bride,  and  Mr.  Henry 
M'Connell. 

19.  That  was  the  committee  appointed  ? — Yes. 

20.  You  live  in  the  town  of  Gilford  ? — Yes. 

. 20.  And  you  know  all  the  circumstances  connected 
■with  it? — Yes. 

21.  Are  there  lax-ge  manufactures  carried  on  in  it? 
—Not  within  the  boundai-y,  but  immediately  adjoin- 
ing the  town  there  are. 

22.  Is  the  town  a thriving  one? — Yes,  pretty  fair. 

Y ■ '“Ie  y°u  acquainted  with  the  present  boundary  ? 


24.  How  far  in  the  northern  dii-ection  does  it  ex 
tend  ? — To  where  you  are  sitting  at  present. 

25.  How  far  in  the  southern  direction,  from  the 
centre  of  the  town? — Well,  Mi-.  Ben.  Dixon’s  gate  is 
consul ered  the  extremity. 

26.  Not  more  than  three  hundred  yards  it  appears 
to  me  ? — Not  mox-e. 

27.  On  the  west  1 — It  would  be  about  five  hundred 
yards. 

28.  On  the  east? — To  the  Roman  Catholic  Chapel, 
or  about  three  hundred  yax-ds. 

29.  Well,  I understand  you  to  say  that  the  juinci- 
pal  business  is  carried  on  outside? — Yes,  so  far  at 
least  as  the  mills  ai-e  concerned. 

30.  Do  I understand  that  .the  mills  have  spnxng  up 
since  the  boundaries  were  fixed? — Oh,  they  were  in 
existence  then.  • 

31.  I sec  thex*e  is  a hu-ge  tract  of  building,  in  facta 
small  town,  near  here,  was  that  included  intheboun- 
daiies  ? — They  are  outside. 

32.  In  what  townland  ai-e  these  mills  situated? — In 
Louglians. 

33.  Are  they  wholly  within  the  townland  of 
Louglians — it  is  in  fact  a rural  suburb  of  Gilford  ? — 
Yes. 

34.  Does  the  principal  business  of  Gilford  emanate 
from  these  mills? — Yes ; there  are  other  public  works 
convenient  to  the  town,  but  the  principal  support  of 
the  town  is  from  these  mills. 

35.  Who  is  the  lord  of  the  soil? — Partly  Mr. 
M'Mostorand  partly  Mr.  Ben.  Dixon. 

36.  Can  you  tell  me  the  present  boundaries  of  the 
town  as  mentioned  in  the  Gazette  ? — (Witness  then  read 
the  boundaries  as  follows) : — 

“On  the  north  side  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Chapel,  in 
the  townland  of  Loughans ; thence  along  the  fence  of  Mr. 
M 'Master’s  lawn  to  Mrs.  Thompson’s  tenements,  known  as 
‘Grinder’s  Row;’  thence  by  said  fence  to  the  west  corner 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church ; thence  by  the  said  fence  along 
by  Mr.  M ‘Master’s  principal  entrance ; thencebyMr.  Mas- 
ter's lawn  fence  to  opposito  the  north-west  end  of  thePolice 
Barrack,  crossing  thcroad  lending  to  Dunbarton,  themillrace, 
and  river  Bann  to  the  end  of  what  is  known  as  the  carpen- 
ter’s shop  in  the  Gas  Works:  thence  by  the  gripe  at  the 
back  of  the  carpenter’s  shop  to  Stramore  road  ; thence  by 
the  rivulet  or  burn  to  the  hollow  at  Mrs.-  M'Connell's  en- 
trance ; thence,  west  and  south,  by  the  boundary  between 
Mrs.  M'Connell’s  and  Mrs.  M'Creight’s  to  the  old  road 
leading  to  Tandragce,  to  the  south;  thence,  in  a straight 
line,  to  the  garden  ditch  by  Mrs.  M'Creight’s  house ; thence 
along  to  the  fence  between  Joseph  M ‘Connell’s  and  Mrs. 
M'Crcight’s  to  the  old  lane  leading  up  by  'William  Wilsou  s ; 
tlicncc,  in  a direct  line,  to  the  fence  between  the  Rev. 
William  Gordon’s  orchard  and  field;  thence  to  the  road 
leading  to  Louglibrickland  and  Scarvn  ; and  thence,  in  a 
Straight  line,  across  the  river  Bann  to  the  millraee  and  the 
Gilford  lawn  to  the  gate  opening  from  the  lawn  into  the  de- 
mesne ; thence  by  the  fence  behind  Janies  Dowds  house  to 

3 N a 


Enniskilieh. 
July  30,  1879. 
Mr.. Tulin  Rao. 


Mr.  James 
CoaRer. 


GlLFOBD. 
Aug.  7, 1879J 


Mr.  John 
Maguire. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


OtLFOitn. 
Aug.  7.  1879. 

Mr.  John 
Maguire. 


the  road  lending  to  Banbridge  on  the  cast ; thence,  crossing 
the  road  in  a direct  line  to  John  Byrne’s  ditch,  in  the  town- 
land  of  Drumarrin ; thence  by  the  fence  between  John 
Byrne’s  and  John  Counivan’s  to  the  small  rivulet  called  the 
* Pound’  river ; thence  along  to  Thomas  Allen’s  field ; 
thence  by  the  fence  leading  to  Mr.  Heron’s  marsh,  first 
through  Thomas  Allen’s  farm  then  between  John 
M’Cabe’s  and  Thomas  Allen’s ; thence  by  Mr.  Heron's 
fence  to  the  road  leading  past  the  Roman  Catholic  Chapel ; 
thence  across  the  road  joining  the  chapel  boundary,  from 
which  we  commenced.” 


37.  In  wliat  electoral  division  is  the  town  ! — Tully- 
1-islien  and  the  Banbridge  Union. 

38.  What  have  been  the  poor  rates,  for  the  past  five 
years! — One  shilling  in  the  pound. 

39.  Do  they  include  any  sanitary  rates  ?— Two  pence 
in  the  pound  this  year. 

40.  Was  that  struck  for  any  special  purpose  ? — It 
was  struck  for  a sanitary  rate. 

41.  Have  there  ever  been  any  sanitary  rates  struck 
for  special  purposes  1 — Yes ; the  previous  yeaFtliere 
was  a sanitary  rate  of  two  pence  in  the  pound. 

42.  What  was  that  for  ? — For  putting  in  these  new 
staunch  gales. 

43.  What  district  was  it  levied  on  1 — Loughans  and 
Drumallen. 

44.  On  the  entire  townlands  ? — Yes. 


45.  Can  you  give  the  county  cess! — In  1874,  one 
and  eleven  pence  farthing;  in  1875,  twenty-twopence 
three  fin-tilings ; in  1876,  twenty-two  pence;  in  1877, 
twenty-two  pence  halfpenny ; in  1878,  two  shillings 
and  a penny ; and  the  municipal  rateiu  1873  eleven 
pence ; in  1874,  the  same;  in  1875,  seven  pence;  in 
1876,  five  pence;  in  1877,  the  same;  and  in  1878, 
two  pence  in  the  pound. 

46.  In  addition  to  their  income  from  the  rates,  have 
the  Commissioners  any  source  of  income  1 — Yes ; there 
are  fines  from  the  Court — all  cases  brought  up  within 
the  boundary  by  the  police. 

47.  There  is  no  property  vested  in  tho  Town  Com- 
missioners 1 — No. 

48.  Are  there  any  markets  held  in  the  town  ?— No. 

49.  Or  faira? — No. 

50.  Is  the  town  well  lighted  1 — Yes, 

51.  The  sanitary  work  is  carried  on  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians? — Yes. 

52.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  expressed  any 

wish  to  become  the  sanitary  authority  1 Yes. 

53.  Have  they  adopted  any  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject?—I do  not  know  whether  there  was  auy  resolu- 
tion which  was  adopted,  hut  the  opiniou  is  general. 

54.  Is  the  idea  favourable  to  it  ? — Yes. 


th  -f~ V°  y  03 * *  6 * *"'omin*ss*oners  becoming  the  sanitary 

, £6'  0Is  bought  they  would  do  the  business 
better?— Yes;  it  was  considered  that  the  Guardians 
have  not  tho  same  knowledge  that  the  local  authorities 
living  in  the  .place  have. 

57.  Do  the  Commissioners  consider  that  they  receive 
fuH  value  from  the  rates  levied  by  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians?— They  do  not. 

. I8'  a'™re  under  the  Public  Health 

Act  ol  last  Session  they  can  apply  to  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  for  a provisional  order  to  become  the 
sanitary  authority  ? — Yes. 

59.  Did  they  take  steps  in  that  direction?— I believe 
they  will. 

60.  Are  there  any  schools  in  the  town?— Yes. 

61.  And  do  the  people  from  the  districts  adjoining 

the  town  send  m their  children  to, take  advantage  of 
these  schools  ? — Yes.  6 


62.  Do  the  people  around  the  town  make  use  of 
for  different  purposes  ? — Yes. 

03.  Is  the  land  more  valuable  from  its  proximity 

the  town  ? — Yes.  J 

ttey  dispose  of  their  farming  produce  : 

Gilford  1— Well,  they  do,  to  a certain  extent ; son 

people  sell  their  potatoes  in  some  months  of  the  yea 

and  some  shopkeepers  buy  grain,  but  there  is  no  re 
market. 


BaitiS”*  “ ““  ,ml  ““'-r-*™  and 


67.  Do  you  know  the  electoral  division?— Yes. 

68.  How  far  does  the  utmost  limit  of  your  elector! 

division  extend  ? — About  four  miles.  J Ctom 

69.  The  Select  Committee  instructed  us  as  far  a 
possible  to  make  the  towns  coterminous  with  the  eW 

SSr” thnt  is  -* ot  *•  *■— ; 

70.  What  is  the  valuation  of  Gilford? £1  688  5 

71.  On  bow  much  of  that  is  the  full  rate  hsessed' 
and  m host  much  the  quarter  rate  I— I cannot  tell  er’ 
actly  Unit  way,  but  I know  that  there  are  only  fort, 
eight  acres  to  which  the  quarter  rate  applies.  J 

72.  What  was  the  population  last  census  1—2  730 

73.  Would  you  say  that  the  population  is  increasin'? 
or  diminishing  ?— Decreasing,  I would  say. 

73.  Does  the  census  of  1871  show  a decrease  or  an 
umrease  °Ver  the  0Ue  bef°re  thafc?—A  decease  of  about 

74.  How  long  is  this  manufacturing  suburb  in  ex- 
istence ? — I do  not  know  exactly. 

75.  Has  that  any  population  of  its  own  ? Oh  yes 

76.  And  do  they  live  distinct  from  Gilford  ?— Fes. 

77.  They  have  a colony  of  their  own  then  outside 
distinct  from  tho  town  of  Gilford  ?— Yes.  Ofcomse 
some  of  the  work  people  reside  in  the  town  and  sur- 
rounding district,  but  there  is  a large  proportion  of 
them  who  livo  apart  from  the  town,  and  there  are- 
others  scattered  about  hero  and  there. 

78.  But  these  mills  as  far  as  possible,  as  I under 
stand  it,  feed  the  town  of  Gilford  ? — Yes. 

79.  Is  there  any  other  manufacture  in  Gilford?— 
No. 


80.  Are  there  no  gentlemen's  places  close  outside  ?' 
—Well  yes,  Mr.  Ben.  Dixon  has  a castle  a short  dis- 
tance outside. 

81.  If  we  wore  to  include  the  entire  of  Drumarrin 
and  Loughans  could  you  toll  mo  what  population 
would  he  brought  ill  1 — N o. 

82.  You  can  get  that  for  mo  perhaps  ? — Well  no,  I 
have  not  got  it. 

83.  We  sent  you  sonic  queries  with  reference  to 
tho  question  of  the  proposed  extension  of  the  boundary? 
— Yes. 

83.  Were  they  submitted  to  a general  meeting,  or 
a special  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  ? — To  a general 
meeting  of  the  Commissioners. 

84.  How  many  Commissioners  were  present? — 
There  could  not  have  been  lass  than  five. 

85.  You  have  nine  Town  Commissioners  altogether 
I believe  ? — Yes.  I know  it  was  brought  before  the 
Commissioners  here,  and  the  question  was  fully  dis- 
cussed, and  I got  instructions  to  forward  replies,  but 
I think  there  was  no  resolution  passed  on  the  point,' 

86.  The  Commissioners  expressed  their  belief  that 
no  alteration  was  required  ? — Yes. 

87.  Were  the  Commissioners  unanimous  in  think- 
ing that  no  alteration  was  needed? — Yes,  but  sub- 
sequently there  were  other  Commissioners  who  said 
the  boundaries  should  be  extended. 

88.  In  what  direction? — They  did  not  say  that, 
they  only  said  it  was  necessary. 

89.  And  has  any  resolution  been  passed  in  favour 
of  it  ? — No,  this  was  a general  conversation  I am  re- 
ferring to,  but  there  was  no  resolution  passed  on  the 
point. 

90.  You  are  simply  required  to  put  the  resolution 
on  the  book  ? — Yes,  just  with  instructions  to  reply. 

91.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining 
the  feeling  of  the  ratepayers  on  the  subject  ? — No,  1 
made  no  inquiries  when  I got  instructions,  to  reply- 

92.  Are  the  ratepayers  aware  of  the  existence  of 
this  Commission,  do  they  know  that  the  inquiry  was 
to  be  held  to-day? — I think  so,  some  of  them  knew 
it  and  some  may  not,  I think  it  was  pretty  generally 
known. 

93.  You  never  heard  the  question  mooted  amongst 
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the  ratepayers  that  an  extension  was  necessary? — I 
think  I heard  it  spoken  of  that  such  should  be  the 
case. 

94.  Are  there  any  improvements  in  the  town  which 
the  Commissioners  would  carry  out  if  they  had 
additional  powers  ? — I never  heard  of  any. 

95.  They  have  not  felt  themselves  restricted  in 
carrying  out  any  improvements  ? — No 

9G.  Have  they  ever  considered  the  question  of 
taking  up  the  roads? — Yes,  it  has  been  talked  of 
several  times,  but  I think  Dr.  M ‘Bride  can  give  you 
evidence  as  to  that. 

97.  Is  the  land  close  outside  tire  town  let  for  build- 
ing under  building  leases  ? — No. 

98.  It  is  mostly  arable  land? — Yes.  Is  there  a 
good  supply  of  water  in  Gilford  ? — Yes. 

99.  If  the  Commissioners  became  the  Urban  Sani- 
tary Authority  what  way  would  they  apply  their 


40 1 

power,  would  it  be  in  the  direction  of  draining?— The 
town  is  pretty  well  drained. 

100.  .Do  they  think  that  the  Guardians  give  per- 
fect satisfaction  ?— Well,  not  altogether. 

101.  In  what  respect  do  they  consider  that  the 
Guardians  don’t  give  full  satisfaction  ?— Well,  they 
think  that  these  gates  are  not  what  they  should  be. 
particularly  in  the  case  of  floods. 

102.  As  far  as  we  can  see,  however,  the  town  is 
pretty  well  looked  after  ? — Yes. 

103.  Is.  there  any  place  for  building  within  the 
present  boundary  of  the  town  1 — No,  I do  not  think 
so. 

104.  Does  there  seem  to  be  any  likelihood  of  the 
town  extending  in  any  one  direction  ?— Not  at  present, 
it  did  some  years  ago  in  the  direction  of  Mr. 
M'Master’s  works. 

105.  Have  you  any  further  general  observations  to 
make  ? — No. 


Dr.  Henry  M'Bride  examined. 


106.  I understand  you  have  been  one  of  the  first 
Commissioners  of  this  town  ? — Yes. 

107.  In  fact  you  were  one  of  the  Commissioners 
who  drew  up  the  boundaries  of  Gilford  as  they  now 
exist  1 — Yes. 

10S.  What  steps  were  taken  originally  to  ascertain 
the  boundaries  that  were  to  be  adopted  ? — The  prin- 
ciple that  guided  them  originally  was  to  only  tax 
those  who  would  be  likely  to  receive  benefit  from  the 
town,  and  the  town  is  made  as  circumscribed  as  pos- 
sible. 

109.  Is  there  now  no  necessity  for  an  alteration  or 
rearrangement  of  the  boundaries? — I would  hardly 
say  there  is.  It  might  be  desirable,  but  is  not  abso- 
lutely necessary. 

110.  I notice  in  the  description  of  the  boundary, 
aud  on  looking  at  the  map  there  is  a lai-go  rural 
suburb  including  Mr.  M'Master’s  mill,  which  at  the 
time  the  boundary  was  fixed  appears  to  have  been 
left  out.  Can  you  give  me  any  reason  for  that  ? — I 
remember  that  matter  was  talked  of  very  much  at  the 
time.  Mr.  M‘Master,  the  present  Mr.  John's  father, 
was  very  much  interested  at  the  time,  but  said  ho  did 
not  want  his  property  to  be  included.  He  did  not 
like  the  scavengers  or  any  parties  of  that  kind  to  be 
sent  in  by  the  Commissioners  through  his  works.  I 
believe  he  preferred  doing  it  himself. 

111.  Then  it  was  in  consequence  of  Mr.  M ‘Master's 
attitude  in  the  matter  that  the  district  was  left  out  ? — 
Yes. 

111.  It  seems  to  me  that  you  left  also  the' best  part 
of  the  town  out  in  doing  that  ? — Yes. 

112.  Has  it  never  been  suggested  that  the  bringing 
m of  that  district  would  double  the  valuation  and 
population  ? — It  has  been  frequently  talked  of,  and  a 
strong  effort  Las  been  made  once  or  twice,  but  still 
Mr.  M'Master  had  the  same  wish.  Mr.  Ben  Dickson 
wished  to  have  it  extended  around  by  Glentill’s  and 
around  by  Pritchard’s,  but  Mr.  M'Master  bad  the 
same  objection  as  formerly. 

U>h  Is  it  not  a fact  that  the  town  of  Gilford  has 
radly  originated  and  sprung  from  M'Master’s  mills  ? — 
Well,  of  course  it  was  a very  small  village  previous  to 
the  public  works  being  established. 

,_”®*  And  it  is  now  what  it  is  on  account  of  them  ? — 
>>  ell,  it  has  increased  certainly. 

114.  Is  it  known  that  Mr.  M'Master  would  be 
averse  to  extending  the  boundary  to  include  it  ? — I 
never  spoke  to  Mr.  J ohn’s  brother  or  any  member  of 
•his  family  about  it. 

US. -You  have  lived  some  time  in  this  town? — 
x es,  thirty-seven  years, 

116.  Is  the  town  likely  to  extend  in  any  one  direc- 
T7We11,  111  tlie  present  state  of  the  prosperity 

of  public  works  I do  not  think  so.  Things  arc  rather 
at  a stand-still. 

117.  But  if  there  was  an  increase  in  the  prosperity 


of  trade  there  would  be  an  extension  of  building  out- 
side the  town  ? — Well,  yes,  very  likely. 

118.  Is  there  sufficient  hind  within  the  boundary 
foi-  building  purjioses  for  some  time  to  come  ? — No. 

119.  So  that  if  any  buildings  had  to  be  carried  on 
near  the  town  they  could  not  be  constructed  within 
the  municipal  limits  ? — No,  they  could  not. 

120.  Whoever  would  erect  such  buildings  should 
get  laud  outside  ? — Yes. 

121.  Would  the  owners  outside  be  disposed  to  let 
land  at  building  leases  1 — I cannot  say  that. 

122.  But  in  recent  years  no  buildings,  except  in 
the  direction  of  M ‘Master's  mills,  have  beenevected? — 
None  of  any  moment. 

123.  Do  you  attend  the  Board  pretty  regularly  ? — 
Yes. 

124.  And  is  it  your  opinion  that  tlie  sanitary  works 
would  be  better  managed  in  your  hands  than  in  the 
hands  of  the  Banbridgc  Union? — Yes. 

125.  When  you  apply  to  the  Board  of  Guardians 
do  they  attend  to  you '! — Well,  as  soon  as  is  con- 
venient, but  they  really  cannot  do  it  There  is  a 
good  deal  of  roundabout  work  with  them,  as  notice  on 
one  party,  then  notice  on  another  ; then  an  inspector 
comes  and  brings  a sanitary  officer,  and  lie  notices 
somebody  else,  and  then  it  goes  before  tlie  Guardians, 
and  there  is  a roundabout  way  of  doing  things. 

126.  You  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  more 
satisfactory  aud  more  in  accordance  witli  the  opinions 
of  the  ratepayers,  if  these  powers  were  in  your  own 
hands  1 — I believe  there  would  be  more  advantage  in 
it.  If  there  is  a nuisance  it  is  10,  12  or  15  days 
before  relief  is  provided  by  the  Guardians,  but  it 
could  be  done  at  once  by  the  Town  Commissioners. 

127.  Is  that  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners? — 
Certainly. 

127.  And  the  ratepayers? — Well,  they  have  never 
been  consulted  on  it. 

128.  And  I presume  the  Commissioners  may  be 
said  to  represent  the  opinions  of  the  ratepayers  ? — 
Yes. 

129.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  tlie  roads  should  be 
taken  into  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  1 — Cer- 
tainly, wc  made  an  effort  in  that  direction  once.  We 
wished  to  have  all  the  roads  within  the  boundary  cut 
off,  and  have  the  management  of  them,  and  have  the 
streets  and  footpaths  kept  by  us  ; however,  it  oozed 
out  what  was  going  to  be  done  at  tlie  presentments, 
and  the  party  who  had  been  doing  the  work  formerly 
offered  to  do  it  for  a penny  in  the  pound  or  so  less, 
and  the  Commissioners  were  so  annoyed  at  what  took 
place,  with  the  fact  that  they  got  no  heed  or  help,  they 
never  made  any  movement  since. 

130.  Then  I take  it,  it  is  your  opinion  that  the 
whole  management  of  the  town  should  be  in  one  un- 
divided authority  ? — Decidedly. 
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131.  That  the'  sanitary  authority,  and  everything, 
should  be  under  one  jurisdiction  ? — Yes. 

132.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  can,  by  a provisional  order,  give  power  for  a 
separation  from  the  Grand  Jury  to  the  Town  Com- 
missioners, who  become  the  urban  authority,  without 
the  consent  of  the  Grand  Jury! — No. 

133.  Well,  they  can,  but  you  must  first  become  the 
sanitary  authority? — I know. 


l1-3)4’  M^V<!|1U>ClU,1'-  n wllol°  of  that  district  in 
which  M* Master’s  nulls  are,  and  that  suburb  do  voi 

think  the  additional  population  would  bring  vou”n« 
to  tlic  0,000  L- No.  } ou  UP 

135.  Tf  yoii  'took  in  the  entire  of  these  two  town 
lands,  would 'it  bring  you  up  to  that  population 
necessary  to  constitute  you  the  Urban  Sanitary 
Authority  ? No,  I do  not  think  so  ; it  would  amount 
to  more  than  5,000. 


Mr.  John  G. 
M'Master. 


Mr.  John  Georg  k I 

136.  Mr.  Robinson.— I have  been  looking  around 
the  boundary,  and  I find  your  flourishing  suburb  spring- 
ing up;  would  you  have  any  objection,  you  or  your 
partners,  to  its  being  included  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  town  of  Gilford? — Well,  I am  not  in  a good 
position  to  state. 

137.  It  has  occurred  to  me  here,  having  heard  the 
evidence,  that  you  would  naturally  be  very  much  in- 
terested in  this  question,  and  it  seems  to  me  you 
would  be  in  a better  position  to  speak  upon  the  subject 
if  you  consulted  with  your  partners  and  find  out  their 
views  on  the  matter? — Yes,  my  brother  has  been 
away. 

138.  Can  you  give  me  the  valuation  of  this  property 
of  yours  1—  Not  at  present,  but  I can  get  it  at  the 
olfiee.  I do  not  cany  these  details  about  with  me  at 
all. 

139.  When  this  Commission  was  first  started  we 
inserted  advertisements  in  all  the  papers  in  Ireland, 
stating  that  we  would  be  glad  to  receive  information. 
The  people  of  Gilford  and  those  interested  in  it  were 
made  aware  of  the  circumstance  through  the  Belfast 
papers,  as  there  is  no  Gilford  paper,  and  you  seem  to 
be  taken  somewhat  by  surprise.  Now  as  I wish  that 
every  opportunity  should  be  given  to  have  the  views 
of  those  most  nearly  interested  in  the  question  of  the 
boundaries  of  Gilford  expressed,  I think  it  better  that 
we  should  adjourn,  and  we  will  come  down  hero  again 
and  hear  what  views  you  have  to  put  forward  on  the 
subject,  for  it  appears  to  me  that  you  are  unprepared 
with  your  evidence. 

140.  Mr.  M‘ Master. — Thank  you.  . I must  say  J 
have  been  taken  by  surprise,  for  I am  not  sufficiently 
posted  in  these  matters..  I am  not  quite  acquainted 
with  the  business,  but  my  eldest  brother  , could  give 
you  information  that  would  no  doubt  affect  any 
steps  that  you  would  take. 


[‘Master  examined. 

141.  How  many  people  arc  employed  within  your 
works? — I think  about  1,250  at  present. 

142.  And  in  consequence  of  your  fathor  objectin'- 
to  the  mills  being  included  in  the  town,  thev  ww l 
not  included  ? — Yes. 

143.  I may  take  it  as  a fact  however,  that  your 

mills  really  constitute  the  town  of  Gilford '! Well  I 

fancy  that  it  is  in  consequence  of  tlieir  being  situated 
here,  the  town  of  Gilford  has  attained  its  present  posi- 
tion. The  property  is  private  property,  we  are  our 
own  sanitary  authority,  and  wc  take  proper  care  of  it 

144.  Do  you  carry  on  sanitary  works  in  it!— 
Yes. 

145.  Do  you  drain  it  yourselves?  —Yes 

146.  At  your  own  expense  or  the  expense  of  the 
Guardians? — We  have  carts  coming  up  every  morning 
and  we  have  pumps  sufficient  to  supply  that  district 
with  water. 

147.  And  so  in  fact  you  have  the  management  of 
the  whole  of  this  colony  of  yours  ? — Yes. 

148.  And  you  do  it  out  of  your  own  pocket? — Yes. 

149.  It  appears  tome  it  would  be' only  fair  to  give 
you  an  opportunity  of  having  youv  views  properly 
expressed,  and  with  this  end  it  might  be  well  to 
give  you  additional  time,  and  I may  say  it  will  not  be 
before  the  end  of  the  present  month  that  wo  will  return. 
In  the  meantime  you  can  prepare  statistics  and  take 
steps  to  have  the  feeling  of  your  partners  put  forward! 
— Yes,  sometime  previous  to  the  town  being  formed. 

150.  To  Doctor  — Do  you  remember  the 

town  when  it  first  came  under  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act  ? — Well. 

151.  Do  you  notice  any  perceptible  difference  be- 
tween it. then  and  now  ? — It  lias  increased. 

152.  There  is  a better  class  of  buildings? — Yes, 
somewhat  better. 

The  inquiry  was  then  adjourned  until  the  15th  Sep 
tember. 


MONDAY.— 15-rn  SEPTEMBER,  1879. 

Before  H.  A.  Robinson,  Esq. 


Mr.  Benjamin 
Dickson. 


Mr.  Benjamin  Dickson  examined. 


. 162‘  ,Yo“  ”*  Chairman  of  the  Town  Oommis- 
siouers  t — Yes. 

153.  Ton  have  resifaU  comdtoable  time  in  Gil- 
ford; and  are  ivell  acquainted  with  it,  I presume!— 


157.  That  is,  he  kept  his  own  property  in  order!— 
Yes;  and  he  would  most  strenuously  have  opposed  the 
town  coming  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  if 
his  place  came  within  the  municipal  limits— he  said 


154.  Were  you  one  of  the  Commissioner  when  t] 

town  was  originally  formed  ? Yes. 

155.  And  did  yon  determine,  or  were  yon  one 

those  who  determined  the  boundary  now  exhtmel- 
ies,  I was  one  of  the  Commissioners  who  arneed 
the  present  boundary.  ° 

156.  And  I understand,  from  the  evidence  giv< 

on  the  last  day  that  Mr.  M'Master’s  premises  we 
lr  the  boimcIai‘y  s0  settled — was  it  th 

Mr.  M Master  objected  to  the  inclusion  of  h 
premises?- Yes;  the  late  Mr.  M -Master  objected 
the  inclusion  of  his  property  in  the  town  for  the  reasi 
principally  that  lie  himself  lighted  and  kept  the  pla 
clean,  and  lie  did  not  wish  the  interference  of  tl 
Town  Commissioners.  He  did  everything  himself 


so. 

158.  And  under  these  circumstances,  the  Commis- 
sioners, the  boundaries  were  made  as  they  are  now- 
leaving  him  out? — Yes. 

159.  What  prompted  you  to  adopt  the  boundary 
now  existing— did  you  go  as  far  as  the  buildings 
extended  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 

160.  The  town  consists  mainly  of  buildings— there 

is  not  very  much  arable  land  about  it ; and  if  building 
operations  were  to  take  place,  there  is  not  much  avail- 
able land  for  the  purpose  1 — No.  , 

161.  Now,  if  you  were  to  include  Mr.  M'Master  s 
premises  it  would  confer  a benefit  on  the  town  !— 
Well,  it  wotdd  have  the  effect  of  lowering  the  rates- 

162.  And  it  would  nearly  double  the  valuation  o 
the  town  ?— Yes ; no  doubt  the  valuation  of  Mr. 
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M 'Master’s  property  is  probably  .os  much  as  that  of 
Gilford  and  we  would  get  an  increased  income  by 
which  we  could  improve  the  entire  town. 

163.  Messrs.  M'Master’s  property  would  be  all 
assessed  at  the  full  rate  ? — Well,  I don’t  know  how  far 
the  proposed  boundary  would  go,  but  the  property 
you  see  here  is  all  buildings. 

164.  Do  you  consider  the  boundary  of  Gilford  too 
circumscribed  ? — That  was  our  opinion  at  first. 

165.  You  never  passed  any  resolution  on  the 
point  ? — No. 

166.  Do  you  speak  your  own  views  or  the  views  of 
the  Commissioners? — These  arc  the  views  of  the  Com- 
missioners, of  whom  I have  been  Chairman  since  the 
beginning. 

167.  Gilford  is  not,  I understand,  a market  town! — 
There  is  a market  day,  but  no  market. 

168.  Would  you  say  tire  town  of  Gilford  conferred 
advantages  on  the  people  living  within  a radius  of  a 
mile  of  it  ! — Yes. 

169.  Do  you  think  the  land  is  more  valuable  within 
a mile  of  Gilford  by  reason  of  its  proximity  to  it? — 
I think  it  is. 

170.  Where  do  the  farmers  dispose  of  their 
produce? — Some  of  them  sell  in  Gilford,  some  in 
Tanderagee,  and  some  in  Portadown,  and  so  on.  Of 
course  they  go  through  Gilford  to  those  markets. 

171.  The  Commissioners,  in  considering  the  question 
of  extension,  did  not  specify  anything  in  particular  as 
a desirable  extension?— -No. 

172.  Did  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  what  would 


he  a desirable  extension  ?— No,  inasmuch  as  I only  qipnuiu. 
heard  of  the  thing  since  you  were  here  before.  The  Sept.  it.  is 7a. 
Commissioners  at  their  meeting  discussed  the  matter,  ,, 
and  I think  they  are  prepared  to  give  their  individual 
opinion. 

173.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  Messrs;  M ‘Master’s 
property  derives  any  advantage  from  being  so  close  to 
Gilford?— Well,  except  so  far  as  regards  the  dwellings 
for  some  of  the  workers,  I don’t  know. 

174.  As  I understand  you,  Mr.  Dickson,  you  are 
iu  favour  of  an  extension,  but  have  not  decided  in 
your  mind  what  extension  would  be  most  desirable  ?— 

Quito  so. 

175.  You  think  that  Messrs.  M ‘Master’s  property 
should  bo  included? — Yes,  that  was  our  view  from 
the  first. 

175.  Messrs.  M ‘Master’s  property  is  part  and 
parcel  of  the  town — there  are  no  fields  between  them  ? 

— That  is  so. 

1 70.  There  is  no  arable  land  between  them  ? — No, 
there  is  liis  own  lawn  between  it  and  the  town. 

177.  If  a mile  extension  was  taken,  can  you  say 
what  houses  would  be  taken  in  ? — A very  considerable 
number  of  houses. 

178.  Is  your  house  within  the  municipal  limits? — 

No. 

179.  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  be  included? 

— No,  not  if  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  town. 

180.  Do  you  think  you  derive  benefit  from  your 
proximity  to  the  town  of  Gilford  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 

So  far  as  certain  produce  is  concerned  I get  better  prices. 


Mr.  Hugh  M ‘Connell,  examined. 


Mr.  Hugh 
M'Connell. 


181.  You  are  a Town  Commissioner  of  Gilford  ? — 
Yes. 

182.  Were  you  one  of  the  original  Commissioners  ? 
— Yes. 

183.  And  were  you  at  that  time  in  favour  of  in- 
cluding Messrs.  M'Master’s  mills  when  the  town  was 
formed  ? — 

184.  And,  like  Mr.  Dickson  and  the  others,  think- 
ing you  would  not  get  the  Towns’  Improvement  if  you 
did  not  do  so,  you  agreed  to  the  boundary? — Yes. 

185.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  Gilford? — Yes, 
I have  lived  there  for  twenty  years. 

186.  Do  you  see  much  improvement  in  Gilford  in 
late  years  ? — Yes. 

187.  Would  you  say  it  is  a thriving  town  ? — Yes, 
rather  so,  of  course  the  depression  of  trade  for  some 
years  back  has  had  its  influence. 

188.  Your  opinion  is  that  the  mill  is  the  chief  stay 
of  the  town? — Yes. 

189.  And  that  but  for  the  labour  given  by  the 
mill  it  would  not  be  in  so  thriving  a position  ? — Yes. 

190.  Are  there  other  establishments  convenient  to 
the  town  which,  if  the  boundary  was  extended,  would 
be  also  included — are  you  in  favour  of  an  extension  ? 
— Yes. 

191.  Are  there  any  improvements  required  for  the 
town  which  would  be  carried  out  if  the  Commissioners 
had  an  increased  area  and  an  increased  income  ? — I 
think  if  the  Commissioners  had  control  of  the  sanitary 
affairs  of  the  town  it  would  be  an  improvement.  The 
streets  might  be  kept  in  better  order.  At  present 
they  are  kept  in  a very  bad  and  dirty  state. 

* ij‘  Then  in  proposing  an  extension  yon  think  it 
would  be  desirable  to  become  the  Urban  Sanitary 
Authority?— Well,  unless  that  were  so  there  is  no  use 
in  having  Commissioners. 

193.  W ould  you  then  be  in  favour  of  having  one 
imdivMed  authority  over  roads,  sanitary  matters,  and 
all  ? — Yes. 

19.4-.  I?ave  you,  yourself  any  property  outside  the 

municipal  limits?— Yes. 

^0U  kelieve  it  would  confer  a benefit  on 
Gilford  if  the  mill  was  included?— I do,  indeed,  I 
think  it  should  he  included. 


19G.  The  carts  and  cars  going  to  the  mill  use  the 
streets,  I presume,  and  take  advantage  of  the  lights  ? 
— Yes,  they  do. 

197.  And  you  think  that  any  improvements  effected 
in  Gilford  confer  benefit  on  those  living  outside? — 
Yes,  they  come  in  so  often  that  it  is  unquestionably  of 
advantage  to  them  to  have  a clean,  well  lighted  town. 

198.  To  what  extent  would  you  say  these  advantages 
fairly  apply  ? — A mile,  I think.  I was  thinking  of 
extending  the  boundary  to  Madden’s  Bridge. 

199.  I suppose  the  greater  portion  of  the  property 
included  within  a mile  radius  wonldbo  onlyliabletoone- 
fourtli  rating? — Y es,  of  land,  but  there  are  many  houses. 

200.  And  do  you  think  that  if  those  people  were 
asked  to  pay  one-fourth,  it  would  he  only  fair,  consi- 
dering the  advantages  they  derive  from  then-  prox- 
imity to  the  town  1 — Yes ; it  would  be  only  fan-. 

201.  Do  these  people  derive  advantage  from  the 
lights  of  tire  town  ? — Yes. 

202.  And  I presume  they  send  in  their  children  to 

school  in  the  town  ? — Yes,  and  bring  in  their  butter 
and  eggs  to  be  sold.  . 

203.  And  the  farmers  have  facilities  for  taking  out 
manure  ? — Yes. 

204.  And  you  think  the  one-fourth  rate  would  be 
no  hardship  ?— No. 

205.  In  considering  the  question  of  extension,  have 
you  ever  considered  what  townland  or  townlands 
should  be  wholly  included?— Well,  I took  it  not  by 
townlands,  but  by  some  well-marked  boundary,  such  as 
stream  or  road. 

207.  Are  yon  acquainted  with  the  electoral  divi- 
sion ? — Yes. 

208.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  too  extensive  to 
select  for  a boundary  ? — Yes. 

209.  And,  therefore,  that  the  recommendation  of 
the  Select  Committee  cannot  be  carried  out  with  re- 
gard to  Gilford  ? — Yes. 

210.  Wliat  exactly  is  the  boundary  you  would  pro- 
pose?— It  would  be  about  a mile  in  extent.  The 
boundary  I would  propose  is  as  follows : — 

“ Commencing  at  county  drain,  near  Madden  Bridge, 
keeping  it  as  the  boundary  on  the  west  side,  until  opposite 
the  Vitriol  Yard,  in  a direct  line  from  drain  to  river  Bann 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


464 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


Gilford. 
Sept.  16,  1870. 

Mr.  Hugh 
M'Counell. 


the  lane  acting  as  a boundary  on  the  north  side,  then  by  the 
rivulet  that  divides  the  counties  of  Armagh  and  Down,  fol- 
lowing the  course  of  that  rivulet  to  John  M’Cardle’s  Jiridgc 
in  Ballinagarrick,  thence  along  the  road  leading  to  Lurgan 
road,  thence  along  the  road  past  KedinundMX'u.skar's,  down 
to  Moles' corner,  thence  to  M ‘Dowell's  cornel',  thence  by 
road  leading  to  Glassmoss,  until  the  road  leading  past  Ross 
Thompson’s,  in  Knocknagor,  along  behind  Mr.  Haughton's, 
thence  across  behind  Bainford  Cottage,  across  the  Bunn  by 
the  rivulet  aboveMr.  Bell's  stack-yard,  up  to  Beards’  Town, 
thence  by  land  leading  from  that  down  past  Alfred  Hare's, 
unto  Tullylisli  road,  taking  it  as  the  boundary  to  Samuel 
Mole's  corner,  thence  to  the  left  up  the  Kcrnan  road,  until 
Mr.  Hunter's  land,  along  that  lane  until  James  Achcson’s  in 
Mullabrack,  following  the  lane  past  liis  house  unto  the 
Scarva  road,  thence  to  the  lane  opposite  John  Roberts' 
house,  past  Richard  Taylor’s,  and  into  John  Cloughley’s, 
in  Loughans,  from  his  house  down  a road  to  county  drain, 
from  whence  first  part  of  boundary  commenced.” 


-hi.  jar.  iyrreu,  Solicitor.— Have  you  had  any 
opportunity  of  speaking  to  the  ratepayers  on  the  suit 
jecc  I— No. 

212.  And  in  giving  your  opinion,  do  you  express 
the  opinions  of  your  Board  or  your  own  opinion  1~ 
My  own. 


213.  Mr.  Ho binson. — I suppose  you  are  aware  that 
if  you  become  the  urban  authority  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  you  can  obtain  a separation  from  the  Grand 
Jury  for  your  roads  if  you  wish? — Yes. 


214.  Do  you  think  the  Grand  Jury  give  yon  value 
for  the  money  you  pay  ? — No  ; I think  the  roads  ought 
to  bn  kept  better  than  they  are. 

21fl.  Would  you  lie  prepared  to  take  the  manage- 
ment of  tho  roads?  Yes  ; as  far  as  I am  concerned.  I 
would 


Mr.  William 
Whiteside. 


Mr.  William  Whiteside  examined. 


216.  Mr.  Robinson. — Are  you  a Commissioner  ? — 
Yes. 

217.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  by  Mr. 
Dickson  and  Mr.  M‘ Connell  ? — Yes. 

218.  And  are  yon  in  favour  of  an  extension  of  the 
boundary  ? — Yes. 

219.  You  think  the  people  who  would  be  brought 
in  under  the  arrangement  proposed  by  Mr.  M’Connell, 
derive  advantages  from  their  proximity  to  the  town  ? 
— Yes. 

220.  Do  you  think  the  land  is  more  valuable? — 
Yes. 

221.  Have  you  any  property  outside  ? — Yes. 

222.  And  your  proposal,  therefore,  would  be  to  tax 
yourself? — Yes. 

223.  What  advantage  do  you  think  would  accrue 
from  this  extension  ?— Well,  in  the  first  place,  I 
think  we  would  he  likely  to  get  a better  class  of 
Commissioners — a more  influential  body. 

224.  You  would  bring  in  gentlemen’s  residences? 
— Precisely. 


225.  Would  you  be  anxious  to  get  separation  from 
the  Grand  Jury  for  tho  roads? — Yes. 

226.  Have  you  ever  gone  into  any  calculation  on 
the  subject  of  extension? — No. 

227.  Arc  you  in  favour  of  adopting  a townlaml 
boundary  — I am,  for  an  extension  of  about  a mile. 

228.  But  would  you  he  in  favour  of  following  town- 
land  boundaries  ? — Yes. 

229.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  when  the 
question  of  the  boundaries  was  considered? — Yes. 

230.  How  many  Commissioners  were  present?— 
Six  or  seven. 

231.  Were  there  any  dissentients — anyone  opposed 
to  the  extension? — None  that  I heard. 

232.  And,  I suppose,  you  consider  the  views  of 
the  Commissioners  may  be  taken  as  representing 
those  of  the  ratepayers  ? Yes. 

233.  Have  you  heard  anyone  speaking  against 
extension  ? — No. 


Mr.  Terence 
Fox. 


Mr.  Terence  Fox  examined. 


234.  Mr.  Robinson. — Are  you  a Commissioner  ? — 
Yes. 

235.  And  you  are  well  acquainted  with  the  town  of 
Gilford  ?— Yes. 

236.  Have  you  seen  any  improvements  in  Gilford 
in  recent  years  1 — Yes,  there  have  been. 

237.  And  do  you  anticipate  greater  improvements 
would  follow  from  having  a larger  area  and  higher 
valuation  on  * which  to  strike  your  rates  ? — If  tho 
boundary  was  larger,  we  would  be  able  to  get  a good 
market  into  the  town. 

238.  You  think  an  extension  of  the  boundary  would 
confer  a benefit  on  the  town  ? — Yes. 

239.  And  that  a benefit  to  the  town  is  felt  by  those 
living  outside,  and  who  take  advantage  of  rhe  town  ? 
— Quite  so. 

240.  And  on  Mr.  M'Master  ?— Yes,  great  benefit. 
We  are  getting  very  little  benefit  from  Mr.  M ‘Master. 
We  get  very  little  of  his  money — it  is  kept  amongst 
themselves. 

241.  Have  you  considered  the  question  of  becoming 
the  urban  sanitary  authority  ? — Yes. 

242.  Do  you  think  this  extension  would  confer  ad- 
vantage on  the  landlord  and  tenant  outside? Yes. 


243.  And  do  you  think  there  are  any  improvements 
to  which  you  could  apply  your  increased  income  t— 
Yes. 

244.  Do  you  anticipate,  if  there  is  no  extension,  you 
will  be  able  to  livo  on  tho  11  tl.  rate  ? — I am  not  sure  if 
they  would. 

245.  The  people  within  the  boundary,  as  proposed 
by  Mr.  Mr.  M'Counell,  all  make  use  of  the  town  !— 
Yes. 

246.  Wliat  is  the  opinion  on  the  subject  outside. 

I cannot  say. 

247.  Would  it  be  opposed  to  paying  the  one-fourth, 

the  present  improvement  rate  1 — No  ; I don't  thii 
they  would  object  to  it.  Mr.  M'Master  and  others  use 
the  town  bringing  their  horses  and  carts  through  it, 
and  so  on.  . , 

248.  You  think  that  the  people  outside  derive  such 

a benefit  that  the  one-fourth  rate  would  not  press 
heavily  on  them  ? — Yes.  . , 

249.  Would  you  he  in  favour  of  a separation  iron* 
the  Grand  Jury  in  respect  of  the  roads  ? — Yes. 

250.  You  think  the  whole  town  should  be  under  on 
sanitary  jurisdiction  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  Hugh 
Cochrane. 


Mr.  Hugh  Cochrane  examined. 


251.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  have  heard  the  opinions 
expressed  here  to-day  ? — Yes,  and  I wish  to  corroborate 
them  in  many  instances. 

252.  In  what  regard  do  you  dissent  from  the 
opinions  expressed  ? — I don’t  know  if  it  would  be  of 
much  benefit  to  have  such  an  extension  as  suggested. 

253.  Do  you  mean  the  extension  which  would  in- 


clude Messrs.  M'Master’s  and  those  townlandsl 
Yes,  it  is  too  wide  an  extension.  v 

254.  You  think  a mile  would  be  too  much  *- 

255.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  say  half  a nine  ■- 
Yes. 

256.  You  are  in  favour  of  extension  to  that  ex 
tent  ? — Yes. 
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257.  Do  you  not  consider  that  the  people  living  in 
the  most  remote  parts  within  a mile  of  the  town  de- 
rive as  much  advantage  from  their  proximity  as  those 
who  reside  within  a radius  of  half  a mile  ? — No,  I do  not. 

258.  How  far  do  you  think  the  advantages  of  the 
town  extend  ? — About  half  a mile — in  some  cases 
more. 

259.  Is  the  land  within  half  a mile  of  the  town  more 
valuable  %—  Yes. 

260.  And  in  the  same  way  is  not  land  within  a 
mile  more  valuable  than  land  further  out  1 — Not  so 
much  at  all  as  land  within  a half  mile. 

261.  Are  there  schools  in  Gilford  ? — Yes;  three. 

262.  And  do  people  within  a mile  radius  send  their 
children  to  school  there  ? — Yes. 

263.  Do  you  think  this  extension  would  confer  a 
benefit  on  Gilford  ? — Well,  I would  not  say  it  would. 

264.  Do  you  regard  Gilford  as  being  at  a standstill 
so  far  as  buildings  are  concerned? — Yes,  unfortu- 
nately so. 

265.  There  are  no  buildings  going  on  ? — No. 

266.  Is  there  land  available  for  building  in  Gil- 
ford?— Yes,  plenty. 

267.  Have  buildings  been  erected  there  recently  ? — 
Not  for  yeai-s. 

268.  When  you  speak  of  half  a mile  extension  do 
you  mean  from  the  present  boundary  or  the  centre  of 
tire  town  ? — From  the  centre  of  the  town. 


269  That  would  just  about  go  through  Mr.  Dick-  Gnram. 
sons  house — that  would  not  increase  you  very  Ni-ut is, is79. 
much  ? — I don’t  know.  — 

270.  Generally  speaking  you  are  in  favour  of  an  Jw ££ 
extension,  but  not  too  large  an  extension  ? — Exactly. 

271.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  becoming  the  urban 
sanitary  authority  ? 

272.  Mr.  Tyrrell,  solicitor. — Would  you  be  in 
favour  of  increasing  the  number  of  Commissioner's 
if  the  boundaries  were  enlarged? — Yes,  that  might  be. 

273.  Mr.  Robinson. — Gilford  is  not  divided  into 
wards  1 — No. 

274.  There  are  nine  Commissioner's? — Yes. 

275.  Would  you  think  it  desirable  to  give  indepen- 
dent representation  to  the  added  distinct? — I have  not 
considered  that  question.  The  place  is  very  small. 

276.  In  the  event  of  the  boundaries  being  ex- 
tended would  you,  Mr.  M ‘Connell,  be  in  favour  of 
increasing  the  number  of  representatives  on  the  town 
board? 

Mr.  M‘ Connell. — Yes. 

277.  And  that  the  place  be  divided  into  wards? — 

Well,  yes,  perhaps  so. 

278.  Mr.  Fox. — I would  object  to  that,  because  he 
wants  to  bring  in  those  gentlemen  who  have  not  the 
same  interest  in  the  town  as  the  Commissioners  have. 


Mr.  John  George  M'Master  examined. 


Mr.  John 


279.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  were  present  at  the  last 
meeting  ? — Yes. 

280.  Could  you  tell  nre  the  principal  reason  why 
you  are  opposed  to  an  extension  of  the  boundary  ? — 
Well,  I don’t  say  I am  opposed  to  it. 

281.  Could  you  tell  me  the  reason  why,  when  the 
original  boundary  was  decided  on,  your  mills  were  not 
included? — I believe  my  father  and  his  partners  at 
the  time  looked  after  everything,  the  paviug  and 
everything  connected  with  the  district  comprised 
within  our  property  in  the  same  way  as  the  Commis- 
sioners do  the  town  of  Gilford. 

282.  Do  you  light  your  property  ? — Yes. 

283.  At  your  own  expense  ? — Yes. 

284.  Is  it  sewered  and  paved  in  the  same  way  1 — 
Yes. 

285.  I suppose  your  horses  and  carts  go  through  the 
town  of  Gilford  ? — Y es. 

286.  And  otherwise  use  the  town  ? — Yes. 

287.  Then  do  I understand  you  to  convey  that, 
whilst  you  are  not  exactly  opposed  to  an  extension  of 
the  boundary  you  question  if  it  would  be  any  advan- 
tage to  you,  to  be  included  ? — 1 cannot  see  any  advan- 
tage whatever  in  it  to  me. 

288.  Would  you  be  content  if  there  was  an  exten- 
sion to  hand  over  the  lighting,  cleansing,  and  so  on,  to 
the  Commissioners? — I believe  we  would  have  to  do 
it  ourselves,  but  I cannot  give  an  opinion  on  it  exactly 
We  have  done  it  ourselves,  and  I think  the  Commis- 
sioners will  say  it  is  as  well  done  as  Gilford.  We  have 
men  and  horses  constantly  looking  after  the  cleansing 
and  so  on  of  our  suburbs. 

290.  Do  you  derive  any  advantage  from  proximity 
to  Gilford? — I don’t  think  so.  I don’t  know.  In 
fact,  I would  not  like  to  say  positively.  I really  don’t 
know  what  benefit  we  do  derive. 

291.  But  you  believe  you  confer  benefit  onGilford  ? 

Yes  ; we  employ  a great  many  persons,  and  so  on. 

292.  What  is  the  total  valuation  of  your  property  ? 

£2,068  15s.,  of  that  thei'e  is  £200  5s.  within  the 

town. 

293.  What  is  the  population  outside  the  boundary 
employed  at  your  mills  ? — I could  not  exactly  say.  I 
don  t think  in  our  place  there  are  2,000. 

294.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  question  of  ex- 

'fm;11  ^ > no*'  un-til  we  got  notice  of  this  inquiry. 

-.95.  Are  you  opposed,  on  behalf  of  yourself  and 


your  partners,  to  these  mills  being  included  ? — I am, 
on  the  part  of  myself  and  partners. 

296.  But  I understand  that  so  far  as  you  are  person- 
ally concerned  you  do  not  express  any  strong  objec- 
tion to  the  extension? — Well;  I cannot  see  what 
advantage  we  can  have  from  being  brought  in.  I 
consider  the  advantages  we  have  are  not  at  present 
sufficiently  defined  to  make  us  wish  to  be  included,  or 
make  it  quite  reasonable  that  we  should  be. 

297.  The  Commissioners  say  it  would  be  of  advan- 
tage to  Gilford  ? — Perhaps  it  would. 

298.  But  you  believe  that  you  confer  at  present 
more  advantage  upon  Gilford  than  Gilford  does  on 
you  ? — I should  think  wo  do. 

299.  You  confer  that  advantage  of  course  by  reason 
of  the  money  you  expend  on  it  ? — Yes.  I believe  the 
fact  of  our  mills  being  there  is  a greater  advantage  to 
Gilford  than  the  fact  of  Gilford  being  near  us  is  to 
us.  I speak  on  the  part  of  my  jiartners. 

300.  Do  you  think  the  sanitary  matter's  would  be 
better  carried  on  by  the  Commissioners  in  Gilford  ? — . 
My  own  individual  opinion  is  that  it  would.  I am 
an  elected  Guardian. 

301.  I understand  you  to  say  if  the  sanitary  juris- 
diction was  vested  in  the  Town  Commissioners  it 
would  not  affect  you  much  if  your  property  were  in- 
cluded— for  I think  you  said  you  would  still  carry  on 
your  own  sanitary  arrangements  ? — Oh,  no,  I would 
not  say  that. 

302.  I asked  you,  and  I thought  your  answer  con- 
veyed that? — We  always  have  conducted  our  own 
sanitary  arrangements. 

303.  Mr.  Tyrrell,  solicitor. — You  and  your  pre- 
decessors have  always  carefully  and  adequately 
attended  to  tire  sanitary  regulations  of  your  concerns  ? 

* — Yes. 

304.  Paved,  flagged,  provided  privies,  and  all  other 
matters  coming  under  Are  head  of  sanitary  arrange-  - 
ments?— Yes,  I believe  they  did. 

305.  And  paid  for  all  this  at  their  own  expense?— - 
Yes.  We  pay  £150  a year  for  cleansing,  &c. 

306.  And,  notwithstanding  that  you  are  obliged 
to  contribute  as  others  are  to  the  sanitary  rates  ? — 
Yes. 

307.  Is  there  a hospital  provided  by  you  in  addition? 
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308.  That  is  also  maintained  without  any  regard  to 
the  public  rates? — Yes,  by  ourselves. 

309.  Is  there  a dispensary? — Yes. 

310.  And  this  very  respectable  gentleman  hero,  ]Jr. 
M 'Bride,  is  the  head  of  the  place? — Yes. 

311.  Do  you  go  to  the  rates  of  the  county,  or  the 
union  for  the  payment  of  Dr.  M'Bride  ? — No,  ho  is  not 
the  dispensary  medical  officer  as  far  as  we  are  concern- 
ed. 

312.  Lighting  the  place  is  at  your  own  expense?— 
Yes. 

313.  Not  charged  on  the  people  of  the  village? — 
No. 

314.  Mr.  Fox. — I would  like  to  mention  that  it  is 
the  operatives  who  keep  up  Dr.  M'Bride — they  pay 
part  of  the  money. 

316.  Mr.  Tyrrell.— I was  asking  you  whether  you 
went  to  the  county  for  these  payments  ? — No. 

316.  And  as  to  scavenging  and  so  on,  is  that  all  done 
by  you? — Yes. 

317.  You  do  not  as  I understand  come  forward  here 
for  the  purpose  of  opposing  anything  to  be  done  fairly, 
in  the  way  of  extension ; but  to  state  the  facts  ? — Yes. 

318.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  if  this  extension  took 
place  you  would  bo  still  obliged  to  perform  these  works 
yourself  and  also  pay  rates  as  well  ? — Yes,  we  would  be 
liable. 

319.  Your  opinion  is  that  it  would  not  be  done  in 
the  same  efficient  style  necessary  for  the  health  and 
comfort  of  your  workpeople? — I don’t  wish  to  pass 
any  opinion  on  the  Commissioner's  as  a sanitary  au- 
thority. 

320.  Mr.  Robinson. — But  they  are  not  the  sanitary 


authority— I understand  you  to  say  you  do  not  believe 
an  extension  of  the  boundary  would  confer  anv  advan- 
tage on  the  town  of  Gilford  ? — Yes. 

•121.  Mr.  Tyrrell.—— Put  it  this  way,  supposing  this 
proposition  was  carried  and  that  your  establishment 
was  thrown  in,  and  having  regard  to  the  expenses  you 
were  at  for  sanitary  and  other-  matters  if  the  Commis- 
sioners incurred  those  expenses  would  the  town  derive 
airy  benefit  from  it  ? — No,  I don’t  think  it  would. 

322.  Mr.  Robinson. — In  the  event  of  its  being 
deemed  advisable  to  reeonunend  that  the  boundary  be 
extended  would  your  idea  bo  that  there  should  be  a 
large  extension? — Yes,  I do  think  that  there  are 
jieople  within  a mile  radius  who  derive  as  much  and 
probably  more  iulvantages  from  the  town  than  people 
nearer. 

323.  Then  you  allow  that  you  do  derive  advantages 
from  your  proximity  to  the  town? — Well  I don’t  know 
I really  don’t  see  how  we  do.  No  doubt  tire  Post 
Office  is  in  the  town  and  we  derive  advantage  from 
tlmt. 

324.  But  you  say,  as  I understand,  that  iu  the  event 
nf  any  extension  being  made,  it  should  be  a large  one? 
— Yes,  I think  so. 

325.  A mile  would  you  say  that  was  sufficient?— 
Fully  a mile. 

326.  Do  you  consider  that  the  farmer's  within  that 
radius  derive  advautsigc  from  being  so  near  the  town? 
— I am  not  aware. 

327.  Mr.  Tyrrell. — If  the  extension  should  take 
jilaco,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  increased  number 
of  Corrurrissiorrcrs,  and  the  creation  of  wards  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  .1.  Hunter. 


Mr-.  J.  Hun 

328.  Mr.  Robinson. — Are  you  in  favour  of  an 
extension  ? — Yes. 

329.  To  what  extent? — A large  radius — a mile,  if 
it  was  extended  at  alL 

330.  Have  you  heard  the  views  of  the  Commis- 
sioners ? — Yes. 


ter  examined. 

331.  And  you  coincide  with  them? — Yes. 

332.  Would  you  like  to  see  the  sanitary  jurisdiction 
in  their  hands? — Yes. 

333.  Oil  what  grounds? — It  would  be  an  advantage 
to  the  town  generally,  and  a saving  of  expense. 


Mr.  Samuel  Matciiett  examined. 


334.  Mr.  Robinson. — Are  you  a ratepayer  of  the 
town  ? — Yes,  and  I have  propei'ty  outside. 

335.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  by  those 
gentlemen  to  day  ? — Yes. 

336.  Do  you  think  an  extension  desirable? — I don’t 
see  what  great  advantage  it  would  be  to  the  farmer's 
outside. 

337.  But  it  would  he  a benefit  to  the  town? — Yes. 

338.  And  do  you  think  the  farmers  derive  no  ad- 
vantage from  being  near  the  town? — What  advantage 
would  it  be  to  them  to  have  to  pay  the  rates. 

339.  I don’t  say  it  is  an  advantage  to  them,  but  is 
it  fair  they  should  be  asked  to  contribute  something 
for  tire  advantages  they  do  enjoy  ?— Well,  I know  if 
the  farmers  were  notified  of  it  they  would  oppose  it. 
They  have  taxes  enough. 


340.  Do  they  derive  l.enollt  from  the  lighting  of  the 
town? — No,  they  all  go  home  in  the  daylight. 

341.  Mr.  Aba;.— Mr.  M'Mastcr  said  he  paid  £150  a 
year  for  cleansing,  &c.  Docs  ho  not  take  the  stuff  up 
to  his  place  and  use  it  on  liis  own  lauds — I would  ask 
Mr.  M'Master  that.  He  says  lie  derives  no  benefit 
from  the  town,  but  lie  receives  £300  or  £400  a year 
as  head  landlord  out  of  houses  iu  Gilford. 

342.  Mr.  Tyrrell.— I would  ask  wlrat  revenue  do 

the  Town  Commissioners  get  for  the  sweepings  o 
Gilford?  • , , 

Mr.  M‘ConneU.— The  Town  Commissioners  do  not 
get  it.  1 ' . 

343.  Mr.  Tyrrell. — Have  you  ever  made  application 
to  the  Grand  Jury  to  flag  the  streets  of  the  town? 

Mr.  M‘ Connell. — No  never.  • 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 
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KELLS.— TUESDAY,  APHIL  29,  1S79. 
Before  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e. 


Kelli. 

April  29, 1879. 


Mr.  John  Nonius  examined. 


1.  You  are  Clerk  of  fclie  Town  Commissioners? — Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ? — About 
three  years  and  a half. 

3.  The  town  is  constituted  under  tlio  Towns  Im- 
provement Act? — Yes. 

4.  And  when  was  it  placed  under  that  Act  of  1834  ? 
— In  the  year  1854. 

5.  Have  you  any  map  of  the  town? — No. 

6.  Is  there  anything  in  the  first  minutes  of  the  board 
showing  what  the  boimdaries  were  as  defined  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  ? — No,  I have  not. 

7.  "What  is  the  population  of  Kells,  3,225  1 — Yes, 
in  1871. 

8.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town? — 2G1a.  15i*. 
statute  measure. 

9.  What  is  the  valuation  ? — £3,392. 

10.  Is  that  the  valuation  of  the  town  ? — Yes,  for 
rateable  purposes. 

11.  Where  did  you  get  the  figure  of  tlio  population  ? 
— It  was  up  to  5,000  some  time  ago,  and  has  been 
reduced  so  much. 

12.  What  do  you  mean  by  “some  time  ago”? — 
About  seventy  years  ago  the  population  was  about 
5,000. 

13.  It  is  returned  in  1870,  tlio  valuation  is  returned 
as  £2,900,  and  you  give  it  as  £3,900  or  £3,390,  has 
it  increased  1 — I think  it  has,  a little. 

14.  But  where  did  you  got  your  figure  of  £3,390  ? 
— I got  it  out  of  a geography. 

15.  Have  you  got  a Thom’s  Directory  here  ? — No. 

16.  There  are  no  wards  in  Kells? — No. 

17.  The  town  is  all  in  the  Electoral  Division  of 


18.  There  have  been  no  municipal  rates  ? — No. 

19.  Have  rates  ever  been  struck  here  ? — No. 

20.  Do  you  know  what  the  poor  rate  is  ? — It  is 
each  year  2s.  6 cl.  in  the  pound. 

21.  Can  you  give  mo  what  it  was  for  the  past  five 
years? — Well,  it  was  generally  an  average  of  about 
2s.  6 d.  or  2s.  a year. 

22.  What  is  it  this  year? — 2s.  Gd. 

23.  What  was  it  last  year?— I think  last  year  it 

was  Is.  lid.  J 

24.  And  do  you  know  anything  about  tho  years 
further  back?— No. 

• 25.  What  is  the  county  cess  in  Kells? — G3d.  in  the 
pound.  4 

26.  This  half  year  ? — Yes,  for  the  half  year. 

27.  And  has  it  been  the  same  for  the  past  two  or 
three  years  ?— Yes. 

28.  The  municipal  body  in  Kells  I understand  do 
not  require  any  extension  of  boundary !— No. 

29.  Have  they  authorized  you  to  fill  in  the  replies 
to  om-  queries  to  that  effect  ?— Yes. 

?low  many  Commissioners  are  there  ? — Fifteen. 

31.  Was  the  question  settled  at  any  special  meeting 
ot  the  Commissioners?— Yes,  at  a monthly  meeting  in 
December  last. 

32  How  many  attended  ? — I am  not  sure.  I will 
g.e ' “e  minutes.  At  that  meeting  seven  Commis- 
sioners  attended,  including  the  chairman. 

JJ.  Were  they  unanimous  at  that  meeting?— Yes, 
they  were. 


34.  Li  not  wishing  to  extend  the  boundary  ?— Thej 

were,  at  that  meeting.  J . 

35.  Do  you  know  the  feeling  of  the  absent  Com- 
„ i l°ners  ?— -Well,  a few  of  them  were  talking  since. 
cW, We-'6  °f  0Piru<m  tliat  there  ought  to  be  a sliglri 

the  boundary  to  have  it  extended. 

.....  ■-  "y  were  they  of  that  opinion  ? — Well,  there 
w wells  outside  the  town,  and  they  believe”  thal 


it  would  be  well  to  have  these  under  the  control  of  the 
Commissioners. 

42.  Is  the  boundary,  generally  speaking,  a circle 
round  the  centre  of  the  town— is  it  about  the  same 
distance  in  every  direction  ? — No. 

43.  You  have  no  map  of  it  ? — No. 

44.  How  many  voters  are  there? — 136. 

45.  Of  that  number,  how  many  were  qualified  to 
sit  as  Commissioners  ?— Well  I think  about  thirty. 

46.  About  thirty  ?— Well,  I am  not  quite  certain, 
but  I should  think  about  thirty  at  least. 

47.  Was  the  Act  adopted  entirely,  or  in  part? — 
Entirely. 

48.  How  is  Kells  supplied  with  light?— Well  we 
have  a large  property. 

49.  Have  you  any  gas  works  ?— Yes. 

50.  They  belong  to  the  Coinmissioners  ? — No,  they 
belong  to  a local  company. 

51.  And  you  contract  with  them  ? — Yes. 

52.  For  how  many  lamps  ? — Wc  have  about  sixty- 
nine  lamps  in  tho  town. 

53.  How  much  do  you  pay  for  the  gas — how  much 
per  lamp  ? — About  £140  a year  it  is. 

54.  Because  in  the  return  for  1870,  you  only  put 
down  £90? — Yes,  but  wo  got  an  increase  of  lamps 
since  that — we  got  about  twenty  additional  lamps 
since  1870. 

55.  What  kind  of  water  supply  is  there  for  Kells, 
how  is  it  supplied  ? — It  is  supplied  by  pumps.  It  was 
considered  good  till  a short  time  ago,  when  the  Medical 
Officer  of  the  district  condemned  the  water,  as  not  fit 
for  use.  They  are  talking  of  getting  up  water  works. 

5G.  Tlio  pumps  are  under  the  control  of  the 
guardians? — Yes,  at  present,  and  have  been  since 
1874. 

57.  Since  1874? — Yes,,  .we  have  put  before  Parlia- 
ment— before  the  House  of  Commons,  the  question  of 
resuming  the  sanitary  authority. 

58.  Then  tho  Commissioners  have  considered  that 
question? — Yes. 

59.  And  have  they  sent  in  amemorialon  the  subject  ? 
— -Yes,  they  have  sent  it  into  Parliament. 

GO.  No,  to  the  Local  Government  Board  ? — Yes,  and 
it  is  now  before  Parliament. 

61.  Has  it  been  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  1 — Yes,  and  the  provisional  order  has 
been  read  for  the  first  time  in  the  house. 

G2.  The  Commissioners  have  an  expenditux-e  for 
cleansing  and  watering  the  streets  ? — Yes. 

G3.  Has  the  town  been  properly  drained? — It  is 
fairly  drained. 

G4.  The  drainage  has  been  looked  after  by  the 
guardians? — Yes,  at  present. 

65.  What  is  the  poor  rate  ? — 2s.  6 d.  in  the  pound. 

G6.  .How  much  of  that  was  special  sanitai-y  rate  for 
sanitary  purposes  ? — It  was  small. 

67.  And  what  was  it  for  ? — I think  the  sanitary  rate 
was  not  move  than  3d.  or  id.  in  the  pound. 

G8.  For  what  purpose  ? — For  the  purpose  of  cleans- 
ing the  yai'ds,  and  so  on  keeping  the  yards  of  the  town 
clean. 

G9.  What  was  the  date  of  the  memorial  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  ? — It  was  about  the  30th  of 
October,  last. 

70.  How  far  does  tho  boundaiy  extend  from  the 
centre — from  say  the  church — does  it  extend  half  a 
mile  in  any  one  direction  ? — Scarcely  half  a mile — 
little  more  than  a quarter. 

71.  Well  suppose  a circle  were  struck  around  the 
central  point,  of  say  a mile  radius,  it  would  take  in  a 
very  large  radius  or  area  of.  course?— Yes. 


Mr.  John 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


Kells. 
April  2!>.  1879. 

Ur.  John 
Norris. 


72.  And  would  there  he  many  gentlemen’s  houses 
outside  the  present  town,  ancl  within  a mile  radius  1 — 
No. 

73.  Would  it  add  much  to  tlio  number  of  voters 
who  would  have  a vote! — Yes,  a good  many  land- 
holders and  ratepayer’s. 

7 4.  But  you  could  not  tell  me  roughly  how  many  ? 
— I could  not. 

75.  Would  it  take  in  many  who  would  lie  qualified 
to  sit  as  Commissioners  1 — Oh  yes,  it  would  tike  in  a 
good  many. 

76.  But  as  far  us  I can  see  by  the  map,  it  does  not 
take  in  many  bouses  ? — No,  not  very  many,  but  there 
are  a good  deal  of  houses  within  a mile. 

77.  Outside  of  the  present  town  ? — Yes. 

78.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 
question , if  they  take  up  the  duties  of,  and  become  the 
sanitary  authority — whether  they  would  wish  to  take 
the  charge  of  the  roads  from  the  Grand  J ury  ? — No, 
they  did  not  consider  that. 

79.  But  they  were  aware  that  they  ought  to  do  so  1 — 
Yes,  likely  they  would  do  so. 

80.  Do  you  know  how  far  the  electoral  division  of 
Kells  extends? — I do  not. 

81.  Is  the  land  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
and  just  outside  the  present  boundary,  in  the  nature 
of  townparks  or  agricultural  holdings  1 — Townparks. 

82.  And,  of  course,  is  let  at  a much  greater  value 
than  land  further  away  1 — Yes. 

S3.  Are  there  any  schools  in  Kells  to  which  farmers’ 
children  come  from  a distance  1 — Yes,  there  are. 

84.  How  far  would  you  say  they  come? — They 
come,  I believe,  about  two  miles. 

85.  What  is  the  property  of  the  Corporation — as 
yon  have  no  rates  you  must  have  some  property  ? — 
Yes. 

86.  What  does  it  consist  of? — Landed  property. 

87.  And  what  value  is  that  at  present — what  are 
the  receipts  from  it  ? — Our  rental  for  last  year  was 
.£1,328  11s.  2 frl. 

88.  That  is  from  rents? — Yes,  rents  out  of  the 
lands. 

89.  And  houses  ? — No,  we  have  no  house  property. 

90.  Is  the  land  situated  within  the.  municipal  dis- 
trict or  outside  it  ? — Outside  it  altogether. 

91.  Has  it  any  particular  denomination  ? — Yes,  it  is 
on  the  townlancl  called  Lloyd. 

92.  How  far  is  it  from  the  town?  — The  near 
part  of  it  is  about  half  a mile,  and  the  more  distant 
part  about  a mile  and  a half. 

93.  Do  you  know  the  acreage  of  it? — 509  statute 
acres. 

94.  Is  it  under  lease  altogether? — No,  it  is  fee- 
simple  property. 

95.  Have  you  let  it  on  lease  ? — Yes,  about  twenty- 
iive  acres  are  let  on  lease. 

96.  And  the  rest  from  year  to  year  ? — Yes. 

97.  I see  that  in  1876  the  rental  was  only  £1,240, 
and  now  it  is  £80  more  ? — Y es. 

98.  What  is  that  from?—  Some  years  the  Commis- 
sioners have  meadow  land  and  it  fetches  different 
prices. 

90.  It  is  not  from  the  falling  in  of  any  lease? — No. 

100.  And  the  only  portion  leased  you  say  is  tweuty- 
five  acres  ? — Yes,  there  ave  three  leases  for  twenty- 
five  acres. 

101.  That  is,  as  I understand,  about  eight  acres  in 
each  ? — Yes,  twenty-five  acres  altogether. 

102.  And  the  rest  you  say  is  held  from  year  to 
year  ? — Yes. 

103.  And  you  don’t  expect  any  great  increase  from 
these  leases  falling  in  ? — No. 

104.  What  other  receipts  have  you? — Well,  we 
have  dog  tax. 

105.  What  does  that  amount  to? — £12  0s.  7d. 

106.  Have  you  anything  from  fines?— Yes,  £49 
10s.  9d. 

107.  Have  you  receipts  from  any  other  sources  ? — 
No. 

108.  You  don’t  let  the  Town  Hall? — No. 


109.  1 sec  salaries,  &c.  returned  at  £188  12s.  6d 
What  do  they  consist  of? — Salaries  to  clerk  and  sur- 
veyor, &c. 

111).  What  is  the  clerk's  salary  ? — £52  a year. 

111.  And  the  surveyor’s? — £20  a year. 

112.  What  are  the  others  t— There  is  herd  and 
caretaker,  £70. 

113.  That  is  on  tlio  land? — Yes,  caring  the  lands  of 
Lloyd. 

114.  What  else  is  there? — Steward,  in  or  about 
£39. 

115.  Then  there  are  a few  pounds  more? Well 

yes,  a few  pounds  of  salary  or  a few  items  went  into 
uvreav. 

116.  What  is  the  next  item  i—  Lighting,  £147 
2s.  10iZ ; cleansing,  £77  12s.  8 o'. 

117.  That  is  cleansing  and  watering  the  streets?— 
Yes. 

118.  What  is  the  next  item  ? — Labour,  £200  3s.  9tf. 

119.  What  is  that  for? — There  is  a good  deal  of 
labour  improving  the  lands,  ditching  and  fencing,  and 


120.  It  represents  work  done  outside  the  township  ? 
— Well,  portion  of  the  town  work  is  included  in  that. 

121.  But  it  is  principally  outside? — Yes,  on  the 
borough  lands. 

122.  How  much  of  the  borough  lands  is  held  by  the 
Commissioners  themselves  ? — All  hut  the  twenty-five 
acres — it  is  let  from  year  to  year  to  different  people. 

123.  How  then  docs  it  happen  they  require  to 
have  improvements  effected  and  labour  of  that  kind  ou 
the  lands  ? — Well,  a deal  of  it  is  meadow  land,  and  if  a 
man  goes  to  draw  away  hay,  he  probably  knocks  down 
ditches  and  that,  and  the  tlonunissioncvs  have  to  build 
those  up  again. 

124.  Then  there  is  uot  a great  deal  let  from  year  to 
year  to  any  one  man,  but  by  the  season  rather  1 — Yes. 

125.  And  to  different  people?- — Yes. 

126.  How  much  do  you  say  is  the  item  for  labour? 
—.£200  3a.  9 d. 

127.  As  to  the  water  ? — Pumps,  cost  £12  15s.  id. 

128.  Is  that  for  new  pumps  l — No. 

129.  What,  then? — There  was  a balance  for  the 
pump  contractor’s  salary  which  was  handed  over  to 
the  Board  of  Guardians.  This  £12  15s.  id.  remained, 
which  was  paid  .off. 

130.  Do  you  moan  that  it  was  due  since  1S74?— 
'No. 


131.  Have  the  Commissioners  had  anything  to  say 
to  the  pumps  since  1874? — No. 

132.  I see  they  spent  in ’76  £33  in  watering  ?— 
Yes. 

133.  And  this  is  the  same  sort  of  charge? — Yes. 

134.  Is  it  for  new  pumps  or  the  maintenance  and 
repairs  of  pumps,  or  what? — I think  it  is  for  salary  of 
pump  contractor. 

135.  How  do  the  Commissioners  come  to  pay  him 
instead  of  the  Guardians? — Well,  1 don’t  know. 

1 36.  The  account  is  audited  1— -Yes. 

137.  You  have  a debt  on  the  borough? — Yes. 

138.  How  much?— We  had  a mortgage  debt  of 
£1,200  originally — about  that. 

139.  In  1876  is  it  put  down  as  £1,400?— Yes,  it 
was  £1,400  or  £1,500  at  that  time. 

140.  And  what  is  it  now  ? — It  is  reduced  to  £90  ■ 

141.  What  else  was  paid  in  1878?— There  was  rent, 

£53  10s.  . 

142.  What  was  that  fori- For  some  holdings  m 
Commissioners  have  from  Lord  Heaclfort. 

143.  For  what  purpose?— For  the  purpose  of  toe 
gas  works. 

144.  I thought  I understood  you  to  say  you 
tracted  for  the  gas  with  a company  ? — Yes,  bn 
Commissioners  took  it  from  Lord  Headfort  and  e 


to  the  company. 

145.  What  other  expenditure  was  there?— 
was  £51  8s.  llid.  paid  for  poor  rate;  county  > 
£22  18s.  5 d.  ; tithe  rent,  £14  15s.  3d. ; and  income 
fca*,  £7  5s.  5d.  Total,  £96  8s.  0£d. 

146.  Anything  else  ?— Well,  there  was  hay  seecis- 
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expenditure,  £38  5s.  2 J. ; provender  for  horses,  £23 
Gs.  3 d. ; shed  for  carts,  £9  lfw. ; town  clock,  £14  ; 
fences  in  Loyd,  £8  Is. ; new  gate  for  Corporation 
laud  £1  19s.  ; printing,  stationery,  <&c.,  £17  17s.  2 d. ; 
paving,  £1  9s. ; coal  for  Town  Hull,  £5  7s. ; election 
expenses,  £5  5s.  7 d. 

147.  Is  that  election  expenses  municipal  expenses? 
— Yes. 

148.  Mortgage  loan,  £1,200 — paid  about  £200. 

149.  What  did  you  pay  in  ’78? — £200. 

150.  Leaving  £900  due? — Yes,  after  wo  paid 
another  £100.. 

151.  What  comes  next? — Discount  on  promissory 
notes  and  interest,  £28  15s.  2 d. — that  is  in  connection 
with  our  land  ; Local  Government  Board  for  audit,  £7 
7s. ; reward  to  constable  in  prosecutions,  £5 ; mis- 
cellaneous expenses,  £13  4s.  Id.  Total,  £1,171  18s. 
6 Id.  Balance  in  hands  of  the  treasurer  at  the  close 
of  the  year,  £291  6s.  'Id.  At  the  start  of  the  year  it 
was  £117  13s.  3 d. 

152.  When  you  become  the  sanitary  authority,  as 
you  are  in  course  of  becoming,  will  you  be  able  to 
carry  on  the  sanitary  work  without  striking  a rate? — • 
Yes. 


4<>D 

153.  And  how  will  you  provide  the  money  for  it  ? 
— Out  of  the  Corporation  hind. 

154.  You  are  bound  to  carry  on  the  reduction  of 
the  mortgage  debt  ? — Yes. 

155.  Is  it  a payment  that  must  be  made? — Yes. 

156.  If  you  become  the  sanitary  authority,  will  you 
have  to  strike  a special  rate  1 — We  expect  to  have 
money  enough. 

157.  You  think  you  will  have  sufficient  for  the 
necessary  expenditure? — Yes ; the  £1,171  18s.  64d. 
will  be  enough. 

15S.  What  would  he  about  the  average  for  hay 
seed — you  have  mentioned  that  item  1 — About  £38 
5s.  2d.  It  varies.  The  present  year  I think  it  will 
be  about  £10  at  the  most. 

159.  What  will  be  the  average  ? — Well,  I think 
about  £20. 

1G0.  Has  the  labour  bill  been  always  as  large  as 
you  have  given  it  ? — No. 

161.  What  was  the  labour  expenditure  in  other 
years  ? — Sometimes  it  has  been  very  low.  It  has  been 
down  as  low  as  £50  in  some  years. 

162.  And  altogether  you  don’t  expect  to  strike  a 
rate  when  you  become  the  sanitary  authority? — We 
will  not 


Mr.  Nathaniel  Lacy,  Clerk  of  Kells  Union,  examined. 


164.  What  is  the  area  of  the  doctoral  division  of 
Kells?— 5,217  acres. 

165.  And  the  valuation? — £9,747. 

167.  How  far  can  you  say  it  extends  ? — About  a 
mile  and  a half  or  more. 

1G8.  In  every  direction  round  ? — Yes,  about  a mile 
and  a half. 

169.  And  it  is  that  pretty  evenly  on  all  sides? — 
Yes. 

170.  Have  you  the  valuation  of  tlio  township  sepa- 
rately?— Yes,  it  is  £3,419. 

171.  And  the  acreage? — 261  statuto  acres. 

172.  Conld  you  tell  me  the  names  of  the  townlands 
comprised  in  it — in  tlio  township? — Yos,  there  is 
Archdeaconry  Glebe,  containing  9 acres  3 roods,  and 
the  rest  is  all  comprised  within  the  townland  of 
Townparks — that  is  an  enormous  townland,  taking  in 
nearly  251  acres  of  the  town  and  parks. 

173.  Have  you  no  map  showing  the  municipal 
boundary? — No,  the  Commissioners  have  none. 

174.  Would  you  let  me  have  the  names  of  the 
townlands  witliin  the  electoral  division  ? — The  names 
of  the  townlands  in  the  electoral  division  are  : Arch- 
deaconry, Cakestown  Globe,  Calliaglisiown,  Cannons- 
town,  Commons  of  Lloyd,  Gardwrath,  Grangegodden 
Glebe,  Headford  Demesne,,  Kilmaiuham,  Tel  town, 
Lackwelcli,  Maudlin,  Mountain  Pole,  Ne wrath  Big 
and  Newratli  Little,  Rockfield,  Syddenratli,  Sheeny, 
Townparks,  and  White  Commons. 

177.  What  has  been  the  poor-rate  for  the  past  few 
years  in  Kells  1 — 2s.  6 d.  in  the  pound. 


178.  What  was  it  in  ’78?— 2s.  U. 

179.  And  iii  '771— 2s.  6d. 

180.  And  '76? — 2s.  6 d.,  and  from  that  down  to 
Is.  5d.,  hut  the  average  was  2s.  6 (/. 

181.  Of  that  2s.  !!(/.,  taking  1878,  how  much  of  it 
was  for  sanitary  purposes? — There  was  £128  16s.  9<L 
included  for  sanitary  purposes. 

182.  How  much  woidd  that  be  in  the  pound  ? — 3d. 

183.  On  what  district  was  that  struck? — It  was  on 
the  entire  electoral  division  of  Kells. 

184.  What  was  it  struck  for? — There  is  great 
dearth  of  water  in  the  town,  and  the  sanitary 
authority  began  to  make  improvements  in  the  pumps. 
There  is  one  in  particular  that  cost  a deal  of  money  to 
get  it  staunched  so  as  to  keep  the  pollution  by  sewage 
away.  A large  sum  was  spent  on  the  improvement  of 
that  pump. 

184.  And  it  was  all  for  work  done  in  the  town  of 
Kells,  and  the  rate  was  struck  on  the  whole  electoral 
division? — Yes,  there  was  one  pump  put  down  at- 
Cakestown. 

185.  That  is  outside  the  municipal  district? — Yes, 
but  in  the  division  of  Kells. 

186.  But  with  the  exception  of  that,  the  whole  of 
the  special  sanitary  rate  was  expended  on  the  town 
itself  ?— Yes,  but  of  course  that  expenditure  includes 
the  officers’  salaries  as  well,  sanitary  officer  and  sub- 
sanitary  officer. 

186.  Their  duties  are  not  confined  to  the  town  1 — 
No,  they  extend  over  the  whole  district. 


Mr.  John  Norris  re-examined. 


187.  I think  you  said  there  were  schools  used  by 
the  people  for  two  and  a half  miles  round  ? — I think 
so. 

188.  I suppose  there  are  fairs  in  Kells  ? — Yes,  twelve 
in  the  year. 

189.  Monthly  fairs  ? — I think  about  six  monthly 
fairs  and  six  “ old  fairs.” 

190.  But  one^in  each  month? — Yes,  but  there  are 
old  established  fairs  distinguished  from  the  others, 
and  which  they  don’t  call  monthly  fairs. 

191.  Well,  do  you  happen  to  know,  as  a resident 
here,  what  the  feeling  of  the  inhabitants  is,  whether 
they  wish  for  an  extension  of  the  municipal  boundary 
or  not  ? — No,  except  what  I told  you  of  a few  gentle- 


men wishing  to  have  a slight  extension  to  take  in  the 
wells. 

192.  Has  there  ever  been  any  scheme  for  a larger 
supply  of  water  to  your  town?— No,  there  has  not; 
but  the  ratepayers  and  Guardians  were  talking  about 
getting  up  waterworks,  but  the  Commissioners  have 
never  had  any  scheme  before  them. 

193.  They  never  had  it  before  them  1— No,  I believe 
they  intended  bringing  water  from  the  river,  and 
forming  a reservoir  on  the  high  grounds. 

194.  To  get  a high  pressure  supply  ?— Yes. 

195.  But  thfey  never  had  any  estimate  before  them? 

—No.  . . 

196.  Is  there  any  information  you  wish  to  give  m 
addition  to  what  you  have  already  said  ? — No,  nothing. 


Kelli. 

AprilSi,  mi. 
Mr.  John 


Mr.  Nathaniel 
Lacy. 


Mr.  John. 
Norris. 
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Mr.  Patuick  Murtagh  examined. 


Mr.  Patrick 
Murtagh. 


196.  You  are  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? 
—Yes. 

197.  What  are  your  views  on  the  subject  of  the 
extension  of  the  township  ? — The  Town  Clerk  has 
exactly  stated  all  the  facts. 

198.  It  has  been  stated  by  the  Town  Clerk,  thatthe 
Commissioners  at  a meeting  last  year  gave  expression 
unanimously  to  an  opinion  in  favour  of  leaving  the 
boundaries  just  as  they  are,  that  they  did  not  in  fact 
want  any  alteration  ? — Yes,  I was  at  that  mooting. 

199.  Has  there  been  since  then  any  change  in 
opinion? — Except  as  to  the  wells  that  have  been 
mentioned. 

200.  And  what  was  the  view  entertained  on  that 
point? — Since  the  meeting,  and  as  we  were  looking  to 
get  the  sanitary  authority  into  our  hands  again,  we 
saw  there  were  three  wells  immediately  ad- 
joining the  boundary,  and  we  believed  that  it  would 
be  well  to  get  these  under  our  control. 

201.  Can  you  describe  these  wells  so  that  I can 
recognise  them  on  the  map? — There  is  Mnltbouse  well 
to  begin  with.  Our  boundary  inns  to  tlic  left-hand 
side  of  it.  Then  there  is  St.  Columba’s  well. 

202.  I understand  yon  to  say  that  it  is  to  get  con- 
trol of  three  sources  of  water  supply  that  you  wish  an 
extension  to  be  made? — Yes. 


203.  In  any  case  your  object  in  desiring  a slight  ex 
tension  is  not  to  get  an  additional  rate  ?— No.  ° 

204.  You  consider  that  you  have  at  present  money 

enough  to  carry  on  the  work  as  sanitary  authority  as 
you  will  do  iu  a few  months  ? — Yes.  J ’ 

205.  And  that  you  won’t  have  to  strike  a rate  at 
all  ? — No,  it  is  not  the  wish  of  any  party  to  strike  a 
rate.  We  merely  want  control  over  these  wells  so  as 
to  keep  them  iu  proper  order. 

206.  The  Town  Clerk  I presume  was  correct  in  the 
information  showing  that  the  receipt  from  the  boroiwli 
property  is  not  likely  to  alter  mueb? — Not  much.  ° 

207.  Will  it  bring  in  this  year  as  much  as  the 

average?— Well,  this  year  there  is  rather  a falling  off 
but  not  much.  I think  there  will  be  some.  ’ 

20S.  You  know  that  if  thorn  was  a failing  off 
and  a deficiency  you  would  lie  obliged  to  strike  a rate 
for  sanitary  purposes,  when  you  would  becoue  sanitary 
authority?- — I do  not  think  wo  will. 

209.  But  if  you  had  not  the  money  you  would  have 
no  option  ? — I think  the  property  would  he  well  aMe 
to  carry  out  the  work  without  any  special  mtc ; but,  as 
I stated  before,  this  was  an  exceptional  year  and  we 
had  to  expend  move  money. 


Mr.  George 
Mullen. 


Mr.  George  Mullen  examined. 


210.  You  are  Commissioner,  Mr.  Mullen  ? — Yes. 

211.  How  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner  ? — 
About  three  years,  or  four. 

212.  Do  you  think  that  so  long  as  there  is  no 
necesssity  for  a rate,  there  is  no  necessity  for  increas- 
ing the  boundary  ?— Yes. 

213.  But  if  the  rate  became  necessary  ?— Yes.  I 
think.it  would  then  bo  well  to  make  some  extension. 

214.  Do  you  think  the  people  who.  live  within,  say 
a mile  of  the  town,  derive  exceptional  advantages  from 
being  so  near  the  markets  and  fail's  of  Kells? — 
Certainly  I do. 

215.  And  do  you  think  that  if  a rate  was  required 
for  the  maintenance  of  anytliing  in  the  towai — the 
maintenance  of  streets,  sewers,  or  gas,  they  should  be 
expected  to  pay  something  towards  it? — Yes. 

216.  These  outsiders  get  the  advantages  of  the 
cleaning  of  the  streets,  the  water  of  the  town,  and  so 
on  ? — Yes. 

217.  And  their  children  the  advantages  of  the 
schools? — Yes. 

218.  You  are  aware,  of  course,  that  if  any  portion 
was  taken  into  the  town,  as  far  as  the  town  improve- 
ment expenditure  is  concerned,  the  lauds  would  only 
be  rated  at  one-fourth  the  valuation? — Yes. 

219.  And  that  you  think  would  be  fail-? — Yes. 

220.  In  some  places  they  think  they  should  pay 
one-half,  they  derive  so  much  advantage  ? — I do  not 
think  we  will  ever  have  to  strike  a rate. 

221.  Was  the  expenditure  of  last  year  on  the  lands 
of  Lloyd  such  an  expenditure  as  will  bring  you  an  in- 
creased rental? — It  will  increase  tbe  value  of  the 
lands  of  Lloyd,  and  improve  the  rent. 

222.  Is  the  land  let  by  auction  or  how? — Partly 
by  auction,  and  the  rents  fixed  by  the  Commissioners. 

223.  Why  should  it  be  partly  by  auction  ? — I will 
give  an  instance  of  what  I mean.  If  there  is  a field 
going  to  be  set  in  oats  in  conacre,  that  is  put  up  for 
competition,  and  if  it  is  going  to  be  set  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  town,  it  is  put  up  in  that  way,  and 
an  opportunity  is  given  to  people  to  set  potatoes  in 
small  lots.  Then  the  cattle — the  same"  way,  the  Com-  • 
missioners  go  there  and  leave  a price  on  the  cattle 
according  to  size.  There  are  a great  djal  of  complaints, 
no  doubt — people  saying  the  charges  are  too  high. 

22 4.  Do  you  think  if  there  was  an  extension — of 
what  other  towns  have  proposed  in  a great  many 
instances — such  as  a mile  nil  round  the  centre  of  the 


town — it  would  bring  in  many  additional  gentlemen 
who  would  be  eligible  to  be  Commissioners? — No,  I 
do  not;  for  there  is  a great  deal  of  tlio  land  it  would 
take  in  owned  by  people,  who  live  in  the  town,  and 
others  who  cultivate  it  live  iu  the  town. 

225.  Would  it  add  much  to  tlie  number  of  voters!— 
No,  I don’t  think  so,  when  they  all  nearly  live  in  the 
town. 

226.  One  hundred  and  thirty-six,  I think  you  said, 
was  the  number  of  voters  ? — Yes. 

227.  And  would  it  increase  that? — No,  I don’t 
bcliovo  so. 

228.  Is  the  railway  station  within  the  boundary  ? — 
It  is  just,  on  the  verge  of  the  boundary. 

229.  Then  you  don't  want  an  extension  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  control  over  the  ears  at  the  station, 
or  anything  like  that? — No  ; wo  have  nothing  to  do 
with  tho  cars.  I don't  think,  about  going  a mile  out, 
that  it  would  bo  at  all  a good  thing  to  do  in  Kells. 

230.  Supposing  it  was  dimmed  to  be  right  for  the 
purpose  of  a x'atc,  assuming  that  a rate  was  ever  found 
to  be  necessary,  what  extension  would  you  contem- 
plate ? — About  holf-a  mile  from  the  centre  of  the 
town — no  one,  I believe,  would  object  to  that. 

231.  Would  there  bo  any  objection  on  tbe  part  of 
tbe  present  inhabitants  of  Kells,  or  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, to  such  an  extension? — No ; I do  not  see  that 
there  would  be  any  objection  to  it. 

232.  There  is  no  reason  against  it  ? — No ; and  it 
would -give  us  control  of  tho  stream  running  through 
the  town,  which  is  a drinking  place  fot  cattle.  At 
present  it  is  being  polluted.  It  is  a stream  running 
through  John-stroet. 

233.  And  it  is  polluted  outside  the  ■ present 
boundary  ? — Yes. 

234.  For  you  will  have  control  over  it  when  you 
become  sanitary  authority  in  your  own  boundary?— 
Yes.  As  to  the  pollution,  there  are  dead  dogs  thrown 
in  it,  and  so  on,  and  that  should  be  put  a stop  to  when 
it  is  running  through  the  town. 

: 235.  I think  l am  right  iu  saying  that  when  you 
have  the  sanitary  authority  hi  youV  bands,  you  will 
have  the  power  of  stopping  that,  no  matter  whether 
the  stream  is  in  your  own  hands  or  not;  or  you  can 
compel  the  guardians  to  do  the  same  as  if  you  had 
control  of  it  yourself.-  • • a 

236.  Would  all  the  wells  that  have  been  mentioned, 
be  taken  in  by  a half-mile  extension  from  the  centre 
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of  the  town) — Yes,  I think  so;  and  I may  say  it 
jui-'lit  lie  of  advantage  in  another  way.  When  we  had 
a watchman  of  our  own,  and  instituted  prosecutions, 
just  outside  the  boundary  they  would  sot  us  at  defiance. 

237.  That  is  why  I aslced  you  about  the  railway 
station.  Would  it  be  desirable  to  extend  the  boundary 
for  the  purpose  you  have  indicated? — Yes,  for  that 
reason. 

238.  The  Commissioners  have  no  map? — No. 

239.  Nor  have  you  the  description  of  the  boundary 

(of  the  old  boundary)? — No,  but  it  appeared  in  the 
J tenth  Herald,  advertised  in  March  17,  1855,  and  was 
subsequently  published  in  the  report  of  a meeting  of 
the  Commissioners  of  April  S,  1 87  (i.  ( Witness  handed 

in  filed  copy  of  Meath  Herald  with  following  extract 
marked) : — 

“Bodsdabv  of  Boroucii  as  advertised,  March  17,  1855. 

Commencing  on  the  north  o(  the  Moynsdty-rosul  at  the 
southern  boundary  of  Joseph  Clinton’s  garden,  in  the  town- 
land  of  Archdeaconry  Glebe ; thence  eastward  along  said 
boundary  and  the  fence,  in  continuation  of  it  to  the 
boundary  of  townparks;  thence  southward  along  said 
boundary  between  the  townparks  and  the  Archdeaconry 
Glebe  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  Mervyn  L.  Clare’s  holding, 
in  the  townparks ; thence  southward  along  said  boundary, 
ami  along  the  western  boundary  of  Arthur  Kane’s  and 
Joshua  Clare’s  holdings  to  the  Drogheda- road ; thence 
eastward  along  said  road  about  eighty  yards ; thence  south- 
ward along  the  boundary  of  the  sessions  and  school-house 
yard  to  the  Navan-road  ; tlicnee  eastward  along  said  road 
about  forty  yards ; thence  southward  along  the  eastern 


boundary  of  the  Rev.  William  Pratt’s  pleasure-ground  to  Kells. 
John  Hraily  s holding;  thence  westward  along  the  lane  and  is; 

southward  along  the  western  boundary  of  John  Bradv’s  and  — 

1 .utricle  Reilly's  holdings,  and  continued  in  a straight  line  l'Ir-  Geori>e 
across  the  Nuvan  and  Kells  railway  to  the  angle  of  the  Trim  M,,llen- 
new  road,  at  the  northern  boundary  of  Ilenry  Pentland’s 
holding,  thence  westward  and  northward  along  the  boundary 
of  Bernard  Eaton’s  holding  to  the  Clomnellon-road;  thence 
north-west  in  a straight  line  to  the  angle  of  Mary  Holmes’ 
holding  to  the  Crossakill-roiul ; thence  northward  along  tlie 
western  boundary  of  the  Climcr  Hill  and  Fair  Green, 
tenements  to  the  fence  between  David  Greenwood’s  fields  • 
thence  westward  along  said  fence  about  thirty-five  yards; 
thence  northward  along  the  eastern  fence  of  Rose  Carroll’s 
holding  to  the  Virginia-road  ; thence  eastward  along  said 
road  about  twenty  yards;  tliencc  northward  along  the 
plantation  and  (he  fence  in  continuation  of  it  through 
Rose  Carroll’s  holding  to  the  Moynalty-road  at  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  union  workhouse  grounds ; thence  north- 
ward along  said  road  to  the  point  first  named." 

240.  I understand  the  Commissioners  never  made 
any  application  for  an  extension? — No,  never;  because 
they  always  had  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  work  them- 
selves. 

241.  And  if  they  ran  short  what  would  they  do  ? — 

They  would  borrow. 

242.  They  did  not  apply  for  an  extension  for  police 
purposes  or  otherwise  ?— No  ; they  always  managed  to 
do  the  work  or  raised  money  out  of  the  bank,  but  never 
applied  for  an  extension  for  the  purpose  of  having 
control  over  the  extended  area. 


Mr.  John  G.  He 

243.  You  arc  a ratepayer  ? — Yes ; and  I would  say, 
with  reference  to  one  matter,  that  it  lias  been  men- 
tioned here  that  it  was  contemplated  erecting  water- 
works for  supplying  the  town  with  water  ; I wish  to 
give  as  my  individual  opinion  that  such  a proceeding 
is  quite  unnecessary  and  would  be  a useless  extra- 
vagance and  likely  to  impose  a serious  burden  on  the 
ratepayers. 

244.  Was  any  sum  ever  mentioned  in  connexion 
with  the  water  works? — I believe  £9,000  was  men- 
tioned, and  I have  been  told  by  a professional  gentle- 
man that  £9,000  would  probably  bo  only  the  com- 
mencement of  the  outlay.  I know  myself  that  many 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Kells  entertain  the 
same  feeling,  for  the  town  is  in  point  of  fact  satisfac- 
torily supplied  with  water  if  properly  managed,  and 
they  would  be  hostile  to  any  outlay  in  the  direction 
of  water  works. 


ndeuson  examined. 

245.  Then  do  you  think  there  is  to  be  derived  auy 
benefit  from  extending  the  present  area  1 — I think  it 
would  certainly  be  of  great  importance  that  the  Com- 
missioners should  have  control,  entire  control,  over 
these  valuable  wells.  At  present,  I believe  they 
have  no  legal  control  over,  for  I know  they  cannot 
prosecute  trespassers. 

24G.  Do  you  mean  trespassers  defiling  the  water  ? — 
Yes.  They  have  no  control  over  the  wells. 

Do  you  mean  the  wells  or  the  streams  coming  from 
the  wells,  or  do  you  contemplate  the  Commissioners 
owning  the  wells? — I think  it  would  be  better,  and  of 
very  great  importance,  that  the  legal  custody  of  the 
wells  should  vest  in  the  Commissioners. 

247.  Whatever  may  be  the  power  you  might  obtain 
over  them,  it  is  quite  clear  you  have  no  control  over 
them  as  long  as  they  are  within  the  boundary? — 
Quite  so. 


Mr.  Joim  G. 
Henderson. 


Mr.  Samuel  A.  Kennedy,  Town  Commissioner  and  Poor  Law  Guardian,  examined.  Mr.  Samuel  A. 

248.  With  reference  to  the  extension  of  the  boun-  believe,  but  there  is  no  perfect  proof  of  it.  However, 
dary,  it  has  been  stated  that  it  would  bo  advisable  to  there  was  a boundary  on  a map  which  is  lost,  so  I 
have  the  area-  enlarged  with  a view  of  having  certain  think  it  would  be  well  to  have  a new  boundary  and 
wells  brought  within  the  municipal  control  of  the  have  Colnmbkill’s  well,  Maltbouse  well,  at  the  end  of 
Commissioners? — Yes;  the  Board  of  Guardians  at-  Maudlin-street,  and  Hatched’ s well  brought  in. 
present  have  control  over  the  one  well,  and  two- are  249.  Is  that  in  the  Archdeaconry  ? — Yes. 
within  the  old  boundary  of  the  Corporation.  That  I The  inquiry  terminated. 
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LETTERKENNY.— AUGUST  11,  1879. 

Before  Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson. 


Mr.  John 
Storey. 


Mr.  John  Storey  examined. 


1.  You  are  tlie  Town  Clerk  of  Letterkenny  ? — I am. 

2.  The  town  is  constituted  under  the  Towns’  Im- 
provement Act  ? — Yes. 

3.  Which  was  adopted,  I understand,  in  1856? — 
Yes. 

4.  Previous  to  that  was  it  under  any  other  Act  ? — 
No. 

5.  Was  it  adopted  for  all  purposes,  or  only  for 
lighting  and  cleansing  ? — Only  for  lighting  and 
cleansing. 

6.  How  many  townlands  does  the  town  include  ? — 
Letterkenny  only. 

7.  Are  there  no  portions  of  other  townlands  in- 
cluded?— No — except  one  portion,  which  was  then 
supposed  to  be  part  and  portion  of  Letterkenny — any- 
way it  was  included. 

8.  Is  that  part  now  rated  for  municipal  purposes  ? 
— Yes. 

9.  What  prompted  the  Commissioners  to  select  the 
present  boundary? — Well,  there  were  no  Commis- 
sioners at  the  time. 

10.  Yes,  but  was  there  a meeting  of  ratepayers  to 
consider  the  subject  ? — Yes.  It  originated  with  Mr. 
Sweeny,  Mr.  Murray,  and  myself,  and  one  or  two 
others,  and  the  object  then  in  view  was  to  get  light- 
ing and  cleansing — to  get  lighting,  I may  say,  for  we 
were  in  the  dark  then. 

11.  Did  you  adopt  the  to wnland  boundary  as  now 
existing  because  you  considered  it  to  he  a well  defined 
boundary?— Yes,  it  was  well  defined,  but  the  reason 
was,  that  as  the  gas  was  supposed  to  apply  to  the  town, 
the  town  should  pay  for  it. 

12.  How  far  from  the  centre  of  the  town  on  eacli 
side  does  the  municipal  boundary  extend? — Well,  I 
can  hardly  say  exactly. 

13.  Take  the  east  and  west,  I should  say  (looking 
at  the  map),  a little  over  a quarter  of  a mile  ? — I dare 
say,  about  that.  You  have  the  river  Swilly  the 
boundary  of  the  townland. 

14.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town  ?— 401a.  2r.  18r. 
That,  I should  say,  includes  the  present  holding  of 
Mr.  William  Patterson,  in  Gortlee,  outside  the  town- 
land. 

15.  What  is  the  area  of  Mr.  Patterson’s  holding, 
do  you  know?— It  is  about  13a.  Or.  Op.  statute 
measure. 

16.  And,  can  you  tell  me  the  population  of  Lettei1- 
kenny  ? — The  population,  as  far  as  I can  make  it  out, 
is  2,116. 

17.  Would  you  say  that  that  is  an  increasing 
population  ? — W ell,  I knew  the  time  when  it  was  more. 

18.  When  it  was  more?— Yes,  but  that  was  owino- 
to  the  excess  in  the  workhouse. 

19.  Did  the  census  of  1871  show  an  increase  or  de- 
crease as  compared  with  the  census  of  1861  ? — I am 
not  prepared  to  say,  just  now. 

2°-  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  what  it  is  likely  to 
be  in  1881— will  it  be  greater  or  less.  You  can  only 
give  a surmise,  of  course  ?— Yes,  well  I am  rather  in- 
clined to  thmk  it  will  show  an  increase,  but  it  will  be 
a very  small  one.  There  are  a great  many  small 
houses  going  down,  and  a good  many  large  onessprine- 
mo  ^p.  I think,  indeed,  it  will  be  very  much  the  same 

21.  Will  you  give  me  the  valuation  of  the  total 

municipal  boundary  1 The  total  within  the  municipal 
boundary  in  land  is  .£556  14s.  1 

22.  And  in  buildings  ? — In  buildings  it  is  .£2,401. 
Then  there  are  half  annual  rates  amounting  to £171  6s. 
giving  a total  of  £3,129. 

23.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  town  of  Letter- 
kenny ? — In  Letterkenny  division. 


24.  How  far  north  of  the  town  does  the  electoral 
division  extend  ? — About  a mile  and  a half. 

25.  On  the  south,  how  far  ? — That  is  very  short 
for  it  is  met  by  the  river— about  a quarter  of  a mile. 

26.  If  you  took  from  the  centre  of  the  town  a new 
boundary  radius  of,  say  a mile,  how  many  electoral 
divisions  would  it  go  into  if  you  included  all  the  town- 
lands  hit  by  that  circle? — You  would  cross  the  water 
then,  and  we  would  he  in  Corryverry  and  Baghevboy. 

27.  I want  to  know  the  number  of  electoral  divi- 
sions the  radius  would  then  touch  ? — All  on  the  north 
would  be  in  the  electoral  division  of  Letterkenny.  On 
the  south  it  would  be  in  another — it  would  he  in 
Carraghvaddy  and  Ballymacool. 

28.  Then  it  would  touch  two  besides  the  present 
one  of  Letterkenny  ? — Yes. 

29.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  electoral  division 
of  Letterkenny? — £5,581  14s. 

30.  I should  mention  to  you  that  the  Select  Com- 
mittee in  their  report  suggested  to  us  that  it  would  be 
desirable  to  make  towns  coterminous  with  electoral 
divisions — to  adopt  electoral  divisions  in  fact  as  the 
municipal  boundaries — in  many  cases,  however,  it  was 
found  that  that  would  bo  altogether  too  much.  Are 
there  any  districts  around  or  nearly  adjoining  Letter- 
kenny that  you  could  describo  as  suburbs  of  the 
town  ? — No.  There  are  residences,  a few  such  as  Mr. 
Boyd’s  and  Major  Patterson’s. 

31.  But  as  far  as  I can  see  Mr.  Boyd’s  is  outside 
the  electoral  division? — Yes,  you  are  quite  right,  but 
the  other  is  inside. 

32.  Then  if  the  electoral  division  were  included 
there  would  bo  only  a one-fourth  rate  struck,  with  one 
or  two  exceptions  ? — Y es,  exactly ; principally,  nearly 
all  agricultural  land. 

33.  The  municipal  and  Poor  Law  boundary  is  the 
same,  with  the  exception  of  this  small  holding  of  Mr. 
Patterson’s  ? — Yes. 

34.  Giye  me  the  municipal  ratings  for  the  past  few 
years — from  ’74? — In  ’74,  lOd. ; ’75,  lOd. ; in  ’70, 
10tZ..j  ’77,  10c£ ; ’78,  8«f. 

35.  And  the  county  cess  ? — I had  some  difficulty  in 
making  out  that,  for  it  is  twice  in  the  year.  For  the 
same  years  it  would  run  : — ’74,  3s.  4 cl.  ; '75,  3s.  id. ; 
'76,  3s.  lid. ; ’77,  3s.  2d. ; 78,  3s.  lQd. 

36.  And  the  Poor  Law? — It  runs  Js.  Gd.,  Is.  3d., 
Is.  6d.,  and  2s. 

37.  In  that  Poor  Law  rate  was  there  onytliing  for 
sanitary  purposes  ? — There  was  in  that  last  three  years. 
There  was  a rate  of  Gd.,  and  last  year  9d.,  for  water. 

38.  What  are  the  contributory  districts  over  which 
that  is  struck  ? — Simply  the  municipal  boundary. 

39.  The  guardians  then  wero  of  opinion  that  am 
advantages  which  wore  derived  from  the  supply  of 
water  did  not  extend  to  those  outside  the  municipal 
boundary? — Yes. 

40.  1 lave  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 

question  of  becoming  the  urban  sanitary  authority, 
under  section  7 of  the  Public  Health  Act  ?— -The  su 
ject  was  just  broached,  hut  there  was  nothing  but  a 
slight  ventilation  of  it,  for  after  mature  consideration 
it  was  considered  premature.  _ , 

41.  Are  the  Commissioners  many  way  dissatish 
with  the  way  the  guardians  do  the  work  entrusted  to 
their  jurisdiction?— I certainlynever  heard  acomplam 

43.  It  is  only  in  cases  -where  the  Poor  Law  urn? 

is  several  miles  from  tlie  town  that  we  hear  of  ( 3 
satisfaction?  — Yes,  here  the  guardians  meet  more 
frequently  than  the  Commissioners.  , 

44.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  that  under , _ 
provisions  of  the  same  Act  (the  Public  Health,  1 
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land),  further  powers  are  given  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  by  provisional  order  to  grant  a separation 
from  the  Grand  Jury,  and  to  Lake  from  them  the 
control  over  the  roads  without  the  consent  of  the 
Grand  Jury? — Well,  I am  not  so  sure  that  the  Com- 
missioners are  aware  of  that. 

45.  Previous  to  the.  passing  of  that  Act  the.  Grand 
Jury  could  put  their  veto  upon  such  a proposition  and 
say  they  would  not  consent.  Now,  however,  the 
Commissioners  are  enabled  by  the  20Gth  section  of 
the  Act  to  effect  the  separation.  Is  it  tins  opinion  of 
the  Board  that  the  town  would  be  better  managed 
under  one  independent  Board  if  they  had  the  power 
vested  in  them  1 — They  never  considered  that.  It  is 
a serious  question  to  answer  at  once. 

46.  But  it  never  came  before,  them  ? — No. 

47.  Now  as  to  extension,  are  the  Commissioners 
satisfied  with  the  present  boundaries  1 — Yes. 

48.  Has  the  matter  been  formally  before  them  1 — 
Well,  it  has  never  been  publicly  agitated  by  the  Com- 
missioner's. 

49.  We  sent  you  down  some  queries.  Were  those 
submitted  to  a general  meeting  of  the  Board,  or  was 
there  a special  meeting  ? — There  was  no  special  meet- 
ing. The  opinion  was  that  no  clnurge  was  desirable. 

50.  Did  they  not  think  the  people  outside  the  pre- 
sent limits  derive  advantages  from  their  proximity  to 
the  town? — Well,  I think  myself  they  ought  to  think 
so. 

51.  Is  not  the  land  outside  move  valuable  from  its 
proximity  to  the  town  ? — Yes,  in  all  cases  I should 
say  land  is  more  valuable  near  a town. 

52.  Are  there  markets  in  tins  town  ? — Yes,  weekly 
markets. 

53.  Are  there  schools  in  the  town  ? — Yes,  admirable 
schools. 

54.  What  arc  your  arrangements  for  lighting  ? — 
Well,  we  begin  on  the  1st  of  September,  and  light  to 
the  end  of,  or  rather  to  the  12th  of  May.  We  do  not 
continue  to  give  light  in  the  summer  time. 

55.  IIow  much  do  you  pay  tho  gas  company? — We 
now  pay  a round  sum.  The  amount  per  lump  would 
not  be  £2.  We  pay  £70. 

56.  In  the  dark  nights  in  summer  do  you  light  the 
lamps? — No,  never’. 

57.  I take  it  in  fact  then,  that  you  don’t  light  in 
■the  dark  nights  of  summer,  but  you  do  light  in  the 
moonlight  nights  of  winter  ? — Yes. 

5S.  Do  the  people  within  tho  whole  electoral  divi- 
sion use  the  town  as  a market  town  ? — Yes. 

59.  Do  they  dispose  of  their  produce  hero? — Yes, 
except,  perhaps,  some  that  go  with  llax  and  pork  to 
Strabane. 

60.  Do  they  send  their  childreu  to  school  in  the 
town? — Yes,  I suppose  the  major  part  of  them  do. 

Cl.  You  say  all  the  people  within  the  electoral 
division  use  the  town  of  Letterkcnny  ? — Yes. 

62.  You  think  the  Commissioners  would  object  to 
include  the  electoral  division  ? — Well,  yes. 

63.  As  being  too  extensive  ? — Yes,  and  being  obliged 
to  light  out  to  its  extreme  ends. 

64.  But  from  their  proximity,  should  they  not  bo 
asked  to  contribute  the  one-fourth  towards  keeping  up 


the  lighting  of  the  town,  and  so  on  1 — I would  not  Letteukesnv. 
like  to  say  that.  They  derive  a little  beuefit  no  doubt  A«u.  u,  isrs 
if  they  walk  in.  — 

65.  Is  the  entire  to  wn  1 milt  on,  within  the  muniei i >al  sin 'r"ha 
limits  ? — Oh,  no. 

66.  Have  you  sufficient  land  within  the  municipal 
boundary  for  building  operations  to  be  carried  on  for 
many  years  to  come  ? — Yes. 

67.  Does  the  town  show  a tendency  to  increase  in 
any  one  direction  ? — I could  hardly  say  it  increased  or 
was  increasing  much  in  any  direction. 

68.  Is  the  supply  of  water  in  the  town  good? — Yes, 
splendid. 

69.  If  under  the  7th  see.  of  tho  Public  Health 
(Ireland)  Act  tho  Commissioners  were  to  become  the 
urban  sanitary  authorities,  are  there  any  improve- 
ments they  would  carry  out  which  the  Guardians  do 
not  do  at  present  ? — No,  I cannot  anticipate  any.  I 
think  the  Guardians  show  every  desire  to  do  what  they 

70.  Arc  there  any  improvements  required  which 
the  Town  Commissioner  are  deterred  from  carrying 
out  from  want  of  funds  ? — I don't  see  any  that  they 
would  attempt  if  they  had  funds.  Not  at  present, 
any  way. 

71.  Have  you  ascertained  the  feelings  of  the  rate- 
payers as  to  extension? — Well,  I never  heard  any 
very  decided  expression  on  it 

72.  Were  they  aware  that  this  Commission  was 
being  held  ? — Yes,  I published  it,  and  you  did  so. 

73.  And  do  you  think  if  there  was  any  steong 
desire  for  extension  entertained,  they  would  have 
comoliere? — Well,  I knowthoyrcceived  every  warning. 

74.  Now,  take  tlio  townlands  of  Sallygran,  Ballyboe- 
Glencar,  and  Gortlee,  would  there  bo  any  objection 
to  including  these  within  the  present  boundary  ? — 

Well,  I am  not  aware  that  there  would  be  any  objection 
on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners. 

75.  It  never  suggested  itself? — No. 

76.  Well,  do  you  know  who  arc  tho  proprietors  of 
those  townlands? — Sallvgran  is  Lord  Southwell’s  and 
Mi-.  Boyd. 

77.  And  Bally hoe-Gleucar  ? — I am  agent  for  that. 

It  is  Mr.  Fawcett’s. 

78.  And  Gortlee  ? — That  is  Major  Patterson’s,  Mr. 

William  Patterson's,  Mr.  llatnsay’s,  and  others. 

79.  Do  the  people  in  those  townlands  come  in  very 
often  to  Letterkcnny? — Oh,  I think  so. 

80.  And  must  it  not  lie  of  advantage  to  them  to 
keep  the  town  well  cleansed  ? — Well,  yes. 

81.  Well  cleansed  and  lighted? — Yes,  to  he  well 
lighted  must  be  of  advantage  to  people  coming  into 
market,  and  well  cleaned,  is  of  course,  good  for  any 
one  who  wants  to  walk  cleanly. 

82.  Do  the  people  living  there  or  any  of  them 
possess  holdings  in  the  town? — Well,  Mr.  Boyd  does, 
a vast  deal.  I don’t  know  any  one  in  Ballyboe-Glencar 
who  has  a holding  in  the  town. 

83.  And  in  Gortlee  ?— Yes,  there  is  Mr.  Ramsay. 

84.  I may  take  it,  however,  that  within  these  limits 
there  are  people  who  make  considerable  use  of  the 
town,  and  that  some  of  them  pay  rates,  and  some  do 
not  1— -Yes. 


Mr.  John  Robert 

85.  You  are  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners?—Yes. 

86.  Were  you  one  of  the  first  Commissioners? — Yea. 

87.  And  you  have  been  a resident  here  ? — Yes. 

SS.  Can  you  tell  the  reason  why  this  townland 
of  Letterkenny  was  adopted  as  the  boundary? — 
Principally  because  that  was  the  whole  of  what  de- 
rived any  benefit  from  the  town. 

90.  And  is  that  your  opinion  ? — Yes. 

Tl.  Do  you  think  Letterkenny  is  a thriving  town  ? 

92.  Do  you  think  as  years  come  round  there  will 


Boyd  examined. 

be  any  villa  residences  or  suburban  seats  built  out 
beyond  the  town  ? — No.  It  is  much  more  likely  that 
there  mil  be  an  increase  within  the  town.  ^ Lately 
there  have  been  some  good  buildings.  The  Hibernian 
Bank  has  built  an  excellent  building.  There  is  the 
police  barrack  and  several  good  dwellings.  It  is  a 
very  improving  town. 

93.  Were  any  of  the  buildings  or  villas  outside 
built  previous  to  the  town  coming  under  the  Act,  or 
after  ? — Previous. 

94.  So  that  I may  take  it,  none  of  these  houses 
were  lmilt  to  evade  municipal  taxes? — None. 

3 P 


Mr.  Jolm 
Robert  Boyd 
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Letteiikknny. 
Aug.  11,  1870. 

Mr.  John 
Robert  Boyd. 


Mr.  Edward 
M'Fadden. 


Dr.  William 
Dunlop. 


Mr.  William 
Patterson. 


95.  "Were  you  present  when  these  queries  were 
sent  down,  and  were  submitted  to  your  Board  ? — No. 
I don’t  think  they  were  submitted  to  any  general 
meeting  of  the  Commissioners. 

96.  Do  you  think,  Mr.  Boyd,  that  there  is  suffi- 
cient land  available  for  building  purposes  within  the 
boundary  for  many  years  to  come  ? — Yes. 

97.  You  live  at  Ballynacool  ? — Yes. 

98.  Outside  the  electoral  division  ? — Yes. 

99.  If  an  extension  were  made  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Select  Committee,  would 
you  have  any  objection  to  be  included — to  that  town- 
land  being  included? — Well,  I don’t  think  they  derive 
any  benefit  from  the  town  to  justify  that  being  done. 

100.  Do  the  residents  there  use  the  town  for  market 
purposes  ? — Yes. 

101.  And  do  they  not  use  the  schools — sending  in 
their  children  to  them  ? — Yes,  some  do. 

102.  And  do  they  not  dispose  of  their  produce  there 
in  every  way? — Yes. 

103.  But  you  think  they  should  not  be  included 
within  the  municipal  limits? — Well,  I really  do  not 
see  any  occasion  or  ground  sufficient  for  it.  As  to 
schools,  I may  say  that  most  of  those  about  there 
do  not  use  the  schools  hi  the  town,  for  I have  a school 
there  to  which  most  of  the  children  go. 

104.  You  heard  me  say  that  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  the  Commissioners  can  get  a separation 
from  the  Board  of  Guardians? — Yes. 

105.  Would  that,  in  your  opinion,  be  desirable  ? — 


No,  the  Board  of  Guardians  meet  more  regularly,  and 
on  the  spot. 

10G.  And  you  think  the  board-room  being  on  the 
spot,  they  have  every  facility  for  keeping  the  town  in 
a sanitary  condition  than  the  Commissioners  who  do 
not  meet  so  often? — Yes. 

1 07.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the.  electoral  division  ? 
— Yes. 

108.  Do  you  think  the  suggestion  of  the  Select 
Committee  can  be  carried  out  in  this  respect,  that  the 
electoral  division  boundary  can  be  adopted  as  the 
boundary  of  the  town  j could  that  be  done  ? — No  not 
with  advantage  to  Letterkcnny.  I think  the  people 
in  Carmonagli  Upper,  for  instance,  do  not  derive  suffi- 
cient advantages.  They  seldom  come  into  the  town 
when  lighted. 

109.  But  they  come  into  the  churches  to  worship, 
and  so  on,  and  should  they  not  pay  something  towards 
the  maintenance  of  the  town  ? — Well,  it  is  so  very 
small. 

110.  The  town  is  in  a flourishing  condition  as  to 
finance  ? — Yes. 

111.  You  never  struck  the  full  rate? — No. 

112.  And  Mr.  Storey  says  there  is  no  occasion  for 
expending  more  money? — No,  there  is  no  necessity 
for  it. 

113.  This  is  your  individual  opinion? — Yes. 

114.  And  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners ? — I think  it  is  probable  that  most  of  them  wDl 
assent  to  it. 


Mr.  Edwakd  M'Fadden  examined. 


115.  You  are  a Commissioner? — Yes. 

116.  And  you  live  in  Letterkenny  ? — Yes. 

117.  And  are  well  acquainted  with  it  ? — Pretty  well. 

118.  Have  you  been  a Commissioner  for  a length  of 
time  ? — A good  many  years.  With  regard  to  the  market 
I was  going  to  say  that  one  individual  gets  the  entire 
produce  of  the  town  of  Letterkenny. 

119.  Who  is  that  ? — Mr.  Boyd,  he  gets  the  tolls  and 
dues. 

120.  Well  we  have  nothing  to  say  to  that.  What  is 
your  opinion  on  the  question? — I believe  that  if  the 
town  was  taken  into  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners 
— the  town  generally  and  Mr.  Boyd  he  offered  a fail- 
price  for  his  expenditure  and  that,  we  could  take  care 
of  ourselves. 

121. 


better  managed  under  one  authority  than  three? — I 
think  so,  certainly. 

122.  Did  you  hear  about  these  queries  being  sent 
down  to  the  Commissioners? — Yes,  I knew  of  their 
being  laid  on  the  table. 

1 2 3.  Do  you  coincide  with  Mr.  Storey  and  Mr.  Boydl 
— I have  nothing  to  say  against  what  they  said,  but  if 
wo  had  the  town  in  our  own  hands  and  that  Mr.  Boyd 
would  take  a fair  pi-ice  wo  could  place  ourselves  in  a 
better  position  than  at  present. 

124.  Do  you  know  the  electoral  division? — Pretty 
well. 

125.  If  we  adopt  it  os  the  boundary  do  you  think 
the  population  would  be  brought  up  to  6,000  ? — No, 
not  for  ages  or  centui-ies  to  come. 

126.  You  don’t  think  any  extension  advisable?— 
No. 


Do  you  think  the  affairs  of  the  town  could  be 


Dr.  William  Dunlop  examined. 


127.  Have  you  any  holdings  outside  the  boundary  ? 

— No. 

128.  Do  you  think  the  people  outside  would  object 
to  be  brought  in  ? — I think  so. 

129.  On  account  of  coming  under  the  management 
of  the  Town  Commissioners  ?— -I  think  so. 


130.  But  they  make  every  use  of  the  town,  they 
make  no  objection  to  come  in  and  use  the  town,  but 
they  do  object  to  pay  the  rates? — Quite  right. 

131.  You  think  the  present  boundary  suitable  and 
well  defined? — Yes. 


Mr.  William  Patteeson  examined. 


132.  I see  that  the  boundary  is  a well-defined  town- 
land  boundary,  Mr.  Patterson,  plus  a corner  of  your 
holding— what  is  the  reason  of  that  ? — I cannot  assign 
any  reason.  I know  I pay  town  rates. 

133.  You  cannot  assign  any  reason  ?— No,  my  father 
before  me  paid  rates  and  I continued  to  pay  municipal 
rates. 

134.  Do  you  know  how  it  happened,  Mr.  Storey? 

Mr.  Storey. — No ; the  boundary  was  settled  as  the 

townland  of  Letterkenny,  it  was  marked  out  on  the 
map  as  it  now  stands  with  Mr.  Patterson  in,  and  was 
sent  up  to  the  Castle  and  adopted.  I think  myself  it 


was  a mistake  of  Mr.  Montgomery.  He  thought  the 
holding  was  within  the  townland 

135.  Have  you  a copy  of  the  Gazette  defining  the 
boundary  ? — No,  but  I will  send  it  to  you. 

136.  Have  you  (Mr.  Patterson)  ever  asked  to  see 
the  Gazette  defining  the  boundary  ? — No. 

•137.  If  your  holding  was  not  included  inthe&ooM 
it  does  not  matter  what  map  they  sent  up  to  the  Cast  e 
you  are  exempt  from  taxes  I should  say.  Now  wo 
you  have  any  objection  to  having  the  entire  townlan 
of  Gortlee  brought  in? — Not  if  others  are  similar y 
included 
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Major  Patterson,  p.l.g.,  j.p.,  examined. 


138.  You  reside  outside  the  boundary  1 — -Yes. 

139.  Do  you  think  you  don’t  derive  any  advantage 
from  the  town  so  as  to  entitle  the  Commissioners  to 
bring  you  in  ? — I do  not.  The  town  roads  are  kept  in 
order  now  by  the  Grand  J ury  and  we  get  no  lighting  or 
cleansing  from  the  town. 

140.  The  roads  are  done  at  the  expense  of  tlio  barony  ? 
—Partly  barony  partly  county  at  largo. 

141.  You  can  hardly  say  it  is  not  an  advantage  to 
the  people  outside  when  they  come  in,  to  have  the  town 
clean  and  to  have  the  benefit  of  gas  lamps  ? — I must 
say  the  gas  lamps  are  not  much  use  to  me. 

142.  Do  you  contribute  anything  to  the  town? — 


Well  some  small  thing  on  what  I bought  from  Mi-. 
Patterson’s  father. 

143.  What  would  you  say  to  including  Sallygran, 
Ballyboe-Glencar,  and  Gortleo  1 — I would  have  no  ob- 
jection. 

144.  And  if  there  was  the  one-fourth  rate  struck 
over  the  whole  you  would  have  no  objection  to  pay 
your  2 d.  ? — Well  if  I had  any  power  of  objecting  I 
would  have  every  objection. 

145.  Mr.  Robert  Henderson. — I agree  with  the  state- 
ment that  no  extension  is  necessary. 

146.  Mr.  J.  Ward. — I also  agree  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  extension  and  I have  nothing  to  add. 

The  -inquiry  then  terminated. 


LETTERKEIOfT. 
Aug.  II,  1879. 

Major 

Patterson, 


LIMAVA.DY.— JULY  15th,  IS 79.  imam. 

July  U,  1979. 

Before  Mr.  Henry  A.  Robinson.  — 


Mr.  Alexander  MTCillip  examined. 


1.  You  are  the  Clerk  of  the  Town  Commissioners? 
—Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ? — Since 
1856. 

3.  That  is,  I presume,  since  the  town  was  constituted 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? 
— No,  it  was  under  the  Act  the  year  before — it  was 
in  1855. 

4.  Was  it  previously  governed  by  any  other  Act? 
— Yes,  it  was  governed  by  the  Act  of  George  IV. 

5.  When  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  was  adopted, 
was  the  old  boundary  enlarged  to  any  extent? — Well, 
I don’t  know  what  the  boundary  was  before.  I know 
the  present  boundary  was  then  created  after  tlio  passing 
of  the  Act. 

6.  There  are  no  wards  in  this  town? — No. 

7.  Is  the  town  all  in  one  electoral  division  ? — Yes — 
the  electoral  division  of  Limavady. 

8.  What  rate  have  you  struck  for  the  past  few  years  ? 
— Sixpence  in  the  pound  hist  year  and  the  year  before. 

9.  And  in  previous  years? — Well,  it  varied,  from 
Is.  to  lOd.  and  9 d. 

10.  Was  the  Act  adopted  for  all  purposes  ? — ' Yes  ; 
we  had  water  when  it  was  adopted. 

1 1 . Does  the  existing  boundary  embrace  entire  town- 
lands  or  portions  of  townlands  ? — Yes. 

12.  Kindly  mention  those  that  it  cuts? — It  cuts 
Rathbrady  More,  Killane  and  Coolcssau. 

13.  And  what  entire  ones  does  it  take  in? — Rath- 
brady Beg. 

14.  What  is  the  area  of  the  present  municipal 
boundary? — Well,  I cannot"  exactly  say — but  it  is 
about  460  acres — but  portion  of  the  townlands  that 
are  cut  were  never  measured. 

15.  What  is  the  valuation? — The  valuation  is 
X962  10s.  for  land. 

16.  And  for  buildings? — £4,710  15s. 

17.  What  does  the  full  rate  produce? — £124 — that 
is  the  amount  of  rate  made  on  the  28th  of  December, 
1878. 

18.  And  what  would  be  produced  by  the  rate  struck 
on  the  one-fourth  valuation? — About  £6  10s.  on  a 
valuation  for  land  of  about  £962. 

20.  Will  you  let  me  have  the  receipts  for  the  past 
year? — The  rates  lodged  amounted  to  £83  5s.  2d. 

21.  I want  the  total  amount  of  your  receipts — you 
have  dog  tax,  fines  at  Petty  Sessions,  and  so  on? — 
Yes;  the  fines  from  Petty  Sessions  during  the  year 
produced  £23  Us.  3d. ; dog  licenses,  £9  Is.  Id. ; and 
that,  with  £124  for  rates,  would  make  the  receipts 
£156  12s.  lOtf. 

• there  any  fairs  in  Limavady  ? — Yes,  there 

is  a fair  in  February,  a fair  in  March,  one  in  June,  in 
J uly  and  October. 

23.  And  do  the  people  from  all  the  country  round 
come  in  to  those  fairs  ? —They  do. 


24.  From  what  extent? — Well  a few  come  from 
long  distances — dealers  and  others  perhaps  five  or  six 
miles  out. 

25.  Is  the  principal  marketing  done  here  or  do  the 
people  go  into  Derry? — It  is  done  principally  here. 

26.  From  what  radius  would  you  say,  outside  the 
present  limits  of  the  boundary,  do  you  think  people 
derive  exceptional  advantages  from  their  proximity  to 
the  town  of  Limavady  ? — Well,  I could  not  say  that. 

27.  Is  the  town  sufficiently  lighted? — Yes;  with 
gas. 

28.  Is  there  a good  water  supply  to  the  town  ? — A 
fair  supply,  but  there  is  an  extensive  one  in  contem- 
plation. 

29.  That  is  by  the  Guardians? — Yes. 

30.  Has  any  special  rate  been  struck  to  provide  for 
this  contemplated  supply?—' Yes,  a sixpenny  rate  was 
struck,  but  it  was  spent  in  the  preliminary  expenses ; 
but  no  work  was  done  yet. 

31.  We  sent  down  certain  queries  to  you,  I believe 
you  did  not  forward  any  reply  ? — No,  for  this  reason, 
the  Commissioners  did  not  wish  for  any  extension. 

32.  Were  those  queries  submitted  to  the  Board  1 
—Yes. 

33.  And  were  they  unanimous  in  their  expression 
of  opinion? — Yes. 

34.  That  no  extension  was  desirable  ? — Yes. 

35.  How  many  Commissioners  attended  the  meet- 
ing ? — I am  not  sure. 

36.  Would  your  books  show  it  ?— Well,  no ; there 

are  generally  five  or  six  present.  . _ 

37.  Did  they  pass  any  resolution  on  the  subject  7— 


38.  Was  any  meeting  of  ratepayers  held  or  convened 
to  consider  the  question  ? — No. 

39.  You  live  in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

40.  And  I presume  you  are  pretty  well  acquainted 
with  the  feeling  of  the  inhabitants? — Yes.  I may 
mention  that  there  was  a vote  taken  at  the  time  the 
boundaries  were  fixed,  and  there  was  a large  party 
for  a circular  boundary  of  a mile,  but  the  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  then  declared  in  favour  of  this  par- 
ticular and  defined  boundary. 

41.  Would  you  read  the  definition  given  of  that 
boundary  ? — Yes. 

“ Along  the  bed  of  the  River  Roe  from  the  boundary 
between  the  townlands  of  Coolessan  and  Riithbrody  Beg, 
to  a point  opposite,  and  in  a direct  line  with  the  fence 
between  the  two  fields  of  John  Lane,  in  the  townland  of 
Killane,  which  lie  next  the  River  Roe,  thence  in  a straight 
line  to  the  said  fence,  and  along  same  to  the  fence 
between  Mr.  John  Lane’s  large  field  and  the  field  belonging 
to  John  Alexander,  Esq,  and  along  the  said  fence  to  the 
lane  leading  to  Killane  meadows,  thence  across  the : saitl 
lane  to  the  fence  between  the  field  belonging  to  Williani 
Cather,  Esq  , and  two  fields,  one  in  the  possession  of 
Matthew  Aiken,  and  the  other  in  the  possession^)!  J ames 


Mr.  Alexander 
M ‘Kill  ip. 
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Limavady.  M‘Kay,  and  along  the  said  fence  to  Mr.  M'Causland’a 
July  16, 1879.  plantation  in  Killane ; thence  along  the  boundary  between 

said  plantation  and  said  field  belonging  to  William  Catlicr, 

Mr.  Alexander  ESq.t  to  the  old  road  leading  from  Newtown  to  Coleraine, 
M'Killip.  thence  across  said  river  to  the  end  of  the  lane  between 
Major  Scott’s  field  and  Major  M'Canslnnd's  demesne  and 
along  the  said  lane  to  the  new  Coleraine  road  at  Scappy’s 
corner ; thence  across  the  new  Coleraine  road  to  the 
mearingbetireenthepropertiesof  Leslie  and  John  Alexander, 
Esqrs.,  and  along  said  mcaring  to  the  fence  between  Dr. 
Lane's  two  fields  at  Scraggy  Hill  and  along  said  fence  to 
Mr.  Leslie  Alexander’s  fields  at  Scraggy  Hill ; tlicncc  along 
the  fence  at  the  top  of  Scraggy  Hill  to  the  fence  between 
the  Rev.  J.  Stewart’s  field  and  Rev.  J.  Caldwell’s  garden, 
along  same  fence  to  the  Broad- lane  road;  thence  across 
the  Broad-lane  to  the  road  leading  from  Newtown  to 
Dungiven ; thence  across  the  Dungivcn  road  to  a field  in 
the  possession  of  Edward  Smith,  Esq.,  and  along  the  fence 
between  said  field  of  Edward  Smith  and  two  fields,  one 
belonging  to  William  Moody  and  the  other  to  Edward 
Boyle,  Esq.,  to  the  Roe  Mill  road.  Thence  down  the  Roc 
Mill  road  and  across  the  same  to  the  boundary  between  the 
townlands  of  Coolessan  and  Rathbrady-beg  and  tbenee 
along  said  boundary  to  the  River  Roe." 

42.  Are  there  any  schools  within  the  present 
boundary  ? — There  are. 

43.  And  I presume  that  people  from  outside  the 
boundary  are  in  the  habit  of  sending  their  children  in, 
and  taking  advantage  of  those  schools? — Yes. 

44.  And  in  that  way,  of  course  make  use  of  the 
town  ? — Certainly. 

45.  Are  there  any  persons  carrying  on  business  or 
having  their  offices  in  the  town  of  Limavady,  and  who 
have  villa  residences  outside  ? — I tliink  just  one  or 
two,  though  I am  not  quite  sure  of  that — there  are 
certainly  not  many — very  few. 

46.  At  which  side  of  the  boundary  are  these  few 
villa  residences  1 — They  would  be  at  the  North  side — 
but  they  are  scarcely  worth  mentioningif  there  are  any. 

47.  I may  take  it  then,  I suppose,  that  it  is  all 
arable  land  outside  the  present  boundary? — Yes. 

48.  And  are  there  any  building  leases  of  land 
outside  that  boundary? — Not  any  I would  say. 

49.  Is  there  in  point  of  fact  any  tendency  to  build 
in  any  direction  outside  the  existing  limits  of  the 
town  ? — No.  I would  say  none — but  any  that,  does 
exist  or  may  exist,  is  in  the  direction  of  the  railway, 
towards  the  North  side.  There  have  been  very  few 
new  buildings  erected. 

50.  Would  you  say  the  population  of  Limavady 
was  an  increasing  population? — No,  I would  not. 

51.  Would  you  be  inclined  to  tliink  that  when  tho 
census  is  struck  in  1881  it  will  be  found  there  has 
been  an  increase  ? — Not  much,  very  little  I should  say. 

52.  Are  there  any  mills  or  manufactories  here  ? — 
No,  practically  none. 

53.  Then  1 may  take  it  that  all  the  people  who 
have  their  daily  avocations  within  Limavady,  live 
within  the  town  1 — Yes,  all  do. 


54.  Are  you  in  any  way  acquainted  with  the  Elec- 
toral division  ? — No,  not  exactly,  Iknowtlicfcownluuds 
it  comprises,  I think. 

55.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners  ever  considered 
the  question  of  becoming  tho  urban  sanitary  authority  | 
— Not  in  any  formal  manner. 

56.  Have  they  over  at  their  meetings  passed  any 
resolution  on  the  subject? — No,  but  in  an  informal 
way  the  matter  has  been  discussed  amongst  the  board. 

57.  And  do  you  know  tho  feeling  of  the  Commis- 
sioners on  the  subject? — Well,  I believe  there  is  a 
desire  conditionally  on  their  part  to  become  the 
urban  sanitary  authority — the  condition  being  that 
the  tax  be  imposed  as  in  the  case  of  poor-rate,  the 
landlord  and  occupier  paying  part. 

58.  Have  you  any  idea  as  to  the  feeling  of  the 
people  on  the  subject  ? — Well,  I don’t  think  they  have 
any  feeling  on  tho  matter. 

58.  What  is  the  population? — About  3,000. 

59.  If  you  took  the  area  that  an  extension  of  say  a 
mile  all  round  would  give  you,  that  would  not,  I pre- 
sume, increase  the  population  to  anything  like  6,000,  so 
as  to  constitute  you  an  urban  sanitary  authority?— 
No,  it  would  not. 

60.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners  ever  considered 
the  question  of  taking  up  the  roads? — Yes,  they  have, 
and  it  is,  perhaps,  the  only  thing  they  would  ask. 
They  are  most  anxious  to  have  control  of  the  reads. 

61.  Do  they  think  if  they  got  the  roads  placed 
directly  and  entirely  under  their  own  control,  they 
could  manage  them  without  difficulty  ?— Yes,  they 
think  they  could  manage  them  very  much  better  than 
they  are  managed  under  the  present  system. 

62.  And  more  economically  ?— Yes,  more  economi- 
cally. 

63.  They  think  that  the  town  does  not  get  value 
for  tho  money  they  pay  for  the  keeping  of  these  roads? 
— Just  so. 

64.  What  is  the  county  cess  ? — Is.  to  Is.  6 <1. 

65.  And,  have  you  any  idea  what  it  has  been  for 
the  jiast  live  yearn  ? — On  an  average,  about  Is.  4</.— 
I don’t  think  it  has  been  less  than  Is.  id. 

66.  Have  you  lived  long  in  this  town? — More  than 
thirty  years. 

67.  And  you  therefore  know  it  well,  I suppose  ?— 

Yes.  . 

68.  What  is  your  own  opinion  on  the  subject  of 

extension,  do  you  think  an  extension  is  required  ?— 
No,  I tliink  tho  present  boundary,  if  anything,  is  taking 
too  much  in.  .... 

69.  Would  your  opinion  he,  then,  that  it  is  desirc- 
ablo  in  any  way  to  limit  tho  boundary  ? — No,  I think 
it  should  bo  kept  as  it  is. 

70.  But,  if  you  were  striking  a boundary  over  again, 
you  would  not  take  in  as  much  as  is  at  present  com- 
prised within  the  limits  of  tho  present  area  ? No,  u 
I could  get  a defined  boundary  without  it. 


Mr.  W.  P.  Hunter  examined. 

71.  You  are  Clerk  of  the  Union?— Yes. 

72.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ?— About 
eleven  years. 

• 73»  ^ you  know'  the  extent  of  the  electoral  divi- 
sion ? — Yes. 

El  ^ow  far  does  it  extend  on  the  north  ?— More 
than  half  a mile. 

75.  And  on  the  south  ? — It  would  be  rather  more 
nearly  a mile,  but  it  is  very  irregular. 

76.  And  on  the  east,  how  far  ?— About  half  a mile, 
vo"  011  wesfc  ^ — Well,  much  the  same. 

78.  Can  you  give  me  the  names  of  the  townlands 

within  the  existing  boundary  l— Yes,  there  is  Ratli- 
bradybeg,  and  parts  of  Itathbrady— more  of  Killane 


and  Coolessan. 

What  is  the  area  of  the  electoral  division? 

2,113a.  3r.  13p. 

thirt'  AlKl  What  “ tte  P°Pulation?— I could  not  say 


81.  What  is  the  valuation  ? — £7,922'  1 Is. 

82.  What  have  been  the  poor  rates  for  the  past  five 
years?— Well  the  average  has  been  Is.,  or  ratner 
more,  Is.  3cZ. 

83.  Have  you  been  long  in  Limavady  ? — Yes,  a my 

84.  Do  you  consider  it  a flourishing  town?  Pretty 
fair.  It  is  just  a pretty  fair  business  town. 

85.  Do  you  consider  the  town  is  extending,  or  o 

you  think  there  is  no  tendency  to  straggle  or  spta.  i 
if  I may  use  the  term,  beyond  the  borders  of  tlie 
dary  ?— No.  _ . 

86.  Would  it  be,  in  your  opinion,  possible  orn 
to  make  the  electoral  division  the  boundary  j 
it  would  be  too  large,  I think.  I -would  say  i 

be  unfair  to  the  farming  classes  outside. 

87.  Still,  it  is  not  your  opinion  that  the  i«i'sofVee 
siding  within  the  limits  of  the  electoral  division 
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exceptional  advantages  from  their  contiguity  to  the 
town  ? — Oh  yes,  no  doubt. 

S8.  And  almost  beyond  it  ? — Yes,  perhaps  so. 

89.  To  the  extent  of  two  miles,  would  you  say  the 
inhabitants  derive  exceptional  advantages  from  their 
proximity  ? — Well  no,  I would  not  say  they  derive 
great  advantages. 

90.  Does  the  electoral  division,  in  the  most  remote 
part,  extend  more  than  say  a mile  from  the  Town 
Hall  ? — I don’t  think  any  part  of  it  docs. 

91.  I understand  that  portion  of  Killanc,  Ratli- 
bradymore,  and  Coolessan  are  outside.  Now,  if  the 
portions  outside  were  brought  in,  would  there  be  many 
buildings  in  that  way  added  to  the  town? — No. 

92.  Take  Coolessan.  Could  yon  toll  me  the  acreage 
of  Coolessan  outside  the  present  boundary  ? — It  is 
nearly  all  outside. 


93.  We  may  take  it  roughly  that  there  is  147  acres  Lmiayadt. 

without  the  municipal  boundary  ? — Yes.  July  is.  ism. 

94.  Could  you  give  the  acreage  of  Rathbradymore 
outside  the  municipal  boundary  ? — About  100  acres.  Hunter.  ' 

95.  And  of  Killanc? — About  100  acres. 

96.  Can  you  let  me  have  the  valuation  roughly  of 
the  portions  of  these  townlands  that  are  outside  of  the. 
municipal  boundary  ? — Of  Coolessan  there  are  157  acres 
outside,  the  valuation  of  which  is  £387  11s. ; of  Ivil- 
lane63a.  3r.  27p.  outside,  valuation  £11 7 ; Rathhrady- 
more  99a.  4r.  2Gp.,  valuation  £189  5s. 

97.  Don’t  you  think  it  would  be  of  advantage  to 
have  townland  boundaries  the  boundary  of  the  muni- 
cipal district? — In  my  opinion,  the  present  boundary 
is  sufficient. 


Mr.  William  Wilson  examined. 


98.  You  are  the  Chairman  of  the  Limavady  Town 
Commissioner's,  I understand? — Yes. 

99.  And  I believe  you  were  a member  of  the  Board 
for  some  time  before  you  became  the  Chairman  ? — 
Yes. 

100.  You  live  within  the  present  boundary  ? — Yes ; 
I have  my  office  in  town. 

101.  Do  you  think  Limavady,  as  a town,  is  likely 
to  increase  within  the  next  few  years? — No. 

102.  And  do  you  think  the  present  area  of  Limavady 
likely  to  be  built  on  or  extended  outside  its  present 
limits? — No. 

103.  You  have  heard  what  I asked  Mr.  Hunter ; 
whether,  bearing  in  mind  the  recommendation  of  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  elec- 
toral division  might  be  adopted  as  the  municipal  area? 
— The  electoral  division  would  bo  quite  too  large. 

104.  And  can  you,  as  Chairman  of  the  Board,  state 
that  that  is  their  opinion  ? — Yes.  The  Board  are  of 
opinion  the  boundaries  should  bo  loft  untouched.  I 
should  say  that  they  have  not  considoi'cd  the  question 
of  the  electoral  division  in  my  time ; but,  prior  to  the 
time  of  my  becoming  a Commissioner,  the  propriety  of 
making  a circular  boundary  was  considered,  and  the 
idea  was  rejected  in  consequence  of  its  being  really 
impracticable. 

105.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  bringing  in  the 
portions  of  those  townlands  at  present  outside  the 
boundary,  and  making  them  part  of  the  municipal  dis- 
trict ? — I believe  the  Commissioners  would  have  no 
objection  to  that,  but  that  they  feel  they  would  be  in 
fairness  bound  to  give  some  benefits  for  the  taxation 
imposed  by  such  an  extension  benefit — such  as  lighting, 
watering,  and  so  on,  and  they  could  not  do  that. 

106.  Would  they  feel  themselves  bound  to  give 
light? — Well,  they  would  consider  it  only  fair  to  do 
the  best  they  could. 

107.  Is  every  street  of  Limavady  lighted  to  its 
limits,  and  to  the  limits  of  the  town? — Nearly. 

108.  And  out  to  Rathbradymore  ? — Yes. 

109.  Bringing  in  the  rest  of  these  townlands  I have 
mentioned  would  cause  an  addition  of  some  350  acres, 
and  do  I understand  you  to  say  that  your  Commis- 
sioners would  be  prepared  to  take  in  those  outlying 
districts,  provided  they  were  not  bound  to  supply  them 
with  these  additional  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  town  ? 
—There  would  be  no  objection  to  rectify  the  boundary 
if  necessary,  by  taking  in  these  three  bits,  if  they  did 
not  think  themselves  bound  in  fairness  to  extend  those 
advantages. 

110.  And  those  benefits,  I understand,  you  would 
not  be  prepared  to  give  them  ? — We  could  not. 


111.  Are  there  any  improvements  you  would  like  to 
carry  out,  and  that  you  are  restrained  from  effecting  from 
want  of  funds  ? — The  chief  improvement  we  desire  is 
a change  from  having  the  streets  vested  in  the  Grand 
Jury. 

112.  But  under  the  jurisdiction  vested  in  you  as  the 
municipal  body,  there  are  no  particular  improvements 
you  are  unable  to  carry  out? — I should  say  none, 
inasmuch  as  there  is  really  no  improvement  that  we 
wish,  save  with  reference  to  the  sanitary  authority ; 
we  would  much  prefer  we  had  the  entire  authority  in 
ourselves 

113.  Has  your  Board  ever  considered  at  their 
mootings,  the  desirability  of  becoming  the  urban 
sanitary  authority  ? — It  was  the  general  feeling  that 
they  should  have  more  power  than  they  have. 

114.  That  is  your  independent  opinion  as  an  indi- 
vidual inhabitant  of  the  town,  and  as  Chairman  of  the 
Board  ? — Yes. 

115.  And  do  you  anticipate  that  you  will  take  steps 
to  obtain  the  Provisional  Order  from  the  Local 
Government  ? — It  is  very  probable. 

116.  You  are  also  aware,  I presume,  that  in  order  to 
get  your  separation  from  the  Grand  Jury  so  as  to  get 
charge  of  the  roads  yourselves,  you  must  first  become 
the  urban  sanitary  authority? — Yes. 

117.  And  would  you  think  that  desirable? — Yes. 

118.  And  therefore  you  would  like  to  become  urban 
sanitary  authority  as  a preliminary  to  taking  up  the 
roads  ? — Yes. 

119.  You  would  like  to  have  the  full  authority  over 
everything  within  the  town  ? — Yes. 

120.  Do  you  find  the  Guardians  ready  to  do  what 
is  asked  of  them  ? — Well,  they  have  never  been  asked, 
for  they  followed  up  the  powers  vested  in  them  im- 
mediately the  Act  was  passed  making  them  the 
sanitary  authority. 

121.  Is  the  drainage  of  this  town  good? — It  is 
good. 

122.  Are  any  gentlemen’s  residences  built  outside 

the  town — any  demesnes? — Yes.  Perhaps  two  or 

three. 

123.  And  do  they  do  marketing  in  Derry  or  in 
Limavady  ? — Here. 

124.  And  do  you  think  it  quite  fair  that  these 
people  outside  should  derive  advantage  from  their 
proximity  to  the  town  and  contributing  nothing 
towards  it,  even  if  you  gave  them  nothing  in  ex- 
change?— We  think  that  they  might,  perhaps,  be 
asked  to  contribute  for  these  advantages,  but  indeed 
I don’t  know  that  it  would  be  quite  fair  to  ask  them 
if  we  did  not  extend  the  advantages. 
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LlMAVADY. 
July  15. 1879. 
Mr.  B.  H. 


Mr.  B.  H.  Lane  examined. 


_ 125.  Do  you  tliink  it  would  be  practicable  or  ad- 
visable to  have  the  electoral  division  and  the  municipal 
boundaries  the  same  1 — No. 

12G.  Do  you  think  the  boundary  would  be  too 
large  1 — Much  too  large. 

127.  Do  you  think  the  people  within  that  district 
derive  no  advantage  from  being  so  close  to  the  town  1 
— Nothing  in  such  a degree  as  to  justify  then1  being 
taxed  in  connection  with  the  town. 

128.  Y oil  don’t  think  they  ought  to  be  taxed  ? — No. 

129.  You  think  it  perfectly  fail-  that  they  should 
use  the  town  and  yet  pay  nothing  ? — Well,  probably 
the  same  advantages  you  refer  to  would  extend  to 


people  two  miles  off.  If  y0U  extend  the  boundary  tw„ 

SttSfi  S“mts  of  ' «**». 

130.  Are  not  the  lands  adioininir  +1>»  mn  ■ ■ , 

boundary  more  valuable  than  landsSurther  oS 
ior  town!, arks,  perhaps,  yes,  but  not  for  agriculhmi 
purposes.  Two  miles  out  the  laud  „ 

valuaUe  for  townparks  than  three  or  fjr  mUes  “ 

131.  Do  you  live  in  the  town  ? Yes  °Ut‘ 

1 32.  And  hove  you  lived  here  for  some  time  f_Y.. 
133  And  you  don't  think  the  present  bound™ 

likely  to  ho  built  on  to  any  extent  for  some  timTto 
come  1 — Certainly  not.  “ 


Mr.  W.  B. 
Fawcett. 


Mr.  W.  B.  Fawcett,  Deputy 

134.  You  can  say  whether  there  are  any  buildings, 
or  leases  for  buildings,  likely  to  be  commenced  or 
effected  towards  the  borders  of  the  municipal  area,  or 
extending  outside  the  present  boundary  1—  I see  no 
prospect  of  it. 


County  Surveyor,  examined. 


135.  For  how  many  years,  do  you  think,  the  town 
and  district  will,  m all  probability,  remain  without 
any  further  extension  of  buildings  %-I  don’t  belie! 
it  will  ever  be  built  on. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 


Lomcfoud. 
Oct.  1,  1879. 


LONGFOED— OCTOBER  1st,  is  79. 


Mr. 

Christopher 


Before  Mr.  Henry  A.  Robinson. 


Mr.  Christopher  Cox,  Clerk  to  the  Town  Commissioners  and  Clerk  of  the  Union,  examined. 


, J 0Jf)„n2f°rd  58  under  the  Town  Improvement  Act 
ot  lbo4: ! — Yes. 

2.  When  was  the  Act  adopted?— I am  thirteen 
years  connected  with  the  Commissioners,  and  during 
that  time  it  was  under  it.  It  was  since  1854,  I think 
o Was  it  adopted  for  all  purposes? — Yes. 

4 Previous  to  that  was  it  under  any  other  statute  1 
—1  believe  it  was  under  the  9th  of  George  IV 
p.  Are  the  boundaries  now  existing  the  same  as 
existed  under  the  9th  of  George  IV.  ?_No ; there  was 
some  alteration  made  in  it  by  tbe  Towns  Improvement 

6.  Was  the  boundary  under  the  9 George  IV.  more 
extensive  than  tbe  present?— I cannot  telL 

i.  Has  there  been  alteration  since  1 854  ?-No,  none, 
o » j 1“  area  of  the  town?_S29a.  lr.  29p. 

(W 1',  x fav  does  the  towu  extend  on  the  north 
ZrikZT  t,oes  ”»*  o^nd  half 

TT  f • ”d'  r 1,1 50mo  direoli»“ » 

M a mile,  hat  mothers  it  does  not  go  a 


l.iid°siI>ItS,'„tITi0'r‘;ii‘,du<1*  "V  Portions  of  town- 
lands  It  includes  three  townlands,  including  the 

T?  Pw?G!  and  a,ls°  P°rfcions  of  four  others.  ° 
includeirSb!!^0  TameS  °f,  tlle  toAvnlands  partly 

XXttST  Tom,p"H  Asl“d^”'  ^ 

the  * T8".“\.o£,the  portions  of  these  within 

but  fi,p  l * Pn  .■^■Skadegan  I cannot  give  tlie  area 
but  the  yaiuation  within  the  borough  is  only  £35  ITd 

^OanagLvi^S™- 

™l»»tion,  and  within  the  townshin 

S,  tiS  .r 

■£79,  and  within,  £M08  15^’  ‘°Ut  the  boundaiT> 
14  iSi,the  t0tal  valuation  ? — £6, 805  12s 

on  £952  17s.  ’ a the  one-fourth  rate 

!5.  Ixmgford  is  divided  into  wardsl_Ya. 

wards  Abbeycartfon  and  Imngfoid.  Y ’ ° 

LonoioS.  “*  toril  “ *0  town, — In 


the  ‘rf i?L0ff°™  mile *ak0‘1  aI1  rt»»d  from 

electoral  di™i„n^Y™'a  m3o  woulT  “°““C 
in ”■»“  - «* 


MU  WOlCU-a. 

io^ri“isithT““°“°fttedeotoraldivi£ioiirf 


20.  And  the  area  7 — 7,343  acres 
a?1'  ^ora  7?”'  Eo“rd  “TO"  of  the  fact  that  the 
Select  Committee  made  a recommendation  that,  as  far 

witR°P ‘b  r C,  *°'T  Sl,0ukl  be  coteminons 

with  Poor  law  boundaries  h-Yes,  and  held  a meeting 
after  we  got  notice.  b 

No22-  *hore  *■  V wards  for  Poor  law  purposes !_ 

T e,  Ahtiwhat  have  been  the  poor  rates  since  1874, 

iu  '7S 1 9*'  ’ in '76, is.  W.;  in '17, 2.,; 

in  ib,  is.  ■ and  the  present  rate  is  2s.  Gd. 

24.  Did  that  include  any  special  rate  for  sanitary 

purposes  ?— There  is  a general  sanitary  rate  for  sanitary 
purposes.  J 

25.  But  has  anything  been  carried  out  by  the  Guar- 
dians ?— Nothing  requiring  special  sanitary  rate. 

* auy  sanitary  improvements  required  for  the 

town  ? — riie  water  question  is  pending. 

27.  Is  the  town  well  sewered  ?— 1 think  fairly. 

28.  What  is  the  municipal  rate  1 — Is. —that  is  the 
full  rate. 

29.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 
question  of  becoming  the  sanitary  authority  ?— Yes. 

30.  Have  they  passed  a resolution  on  the  subject  ? 

31.  What  was  it  ? — On  the  3rd  of  December  they 
held  a special  meeting,  at  which  it  was  resolved — 

That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Town  Council  the  present 
boundary  of  the  town  is  too  limited,  and  should  be  extended 
about  a mile  or  a mile  and  a half  from  the  centre  of  the 
town ; that  they  do  not  desire  to  have  transferred  to  them 
trom  the  Grand  J ury  the  control  over  the  roads,  bridges, 
and  so  forth;  nor  do  they  wish  to  become  the  urban  sani- 
tary authority  of  the  township.” 

32.  Were  they  unanimous  in  that  ? — No,  not  quite. 
Mr.  Faucitt  gave  his  adhesion  to  that  only  provided 
the  extension  of  the  boundaries  did  not  convert  the 
agricultural  holdings  in  the  proposed  area  into  town- 
parks  within  the  meaning  of  the  Land  Act. 

33.  None  of  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  be- 
coming the  sanitary  authority  1 — No. 

34’’  ‘^■ro  fcliey  influenced  by  the  fact  that  at  present 
the  poor  rates  are  assessed  evenly  on  the  landlord  and 
tenant? — I have  no  doubt  that  has  something  to  say 
to  it. 

35.  A re  they  aware  that  the  Select  Committee  have 
made  a recommendation  that  in  future  all  municipal 
rates  should  be  assessed  in  the  same  way  1 — I am  not 

awnrp  J 
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36.  Do  you  think  if  they  were  aware  of  that  it 
would  alter  their  opinion  ? — I am  not  aware,  hut  it 
would,  perhaps ; some  are  opposed  to  becoming  the 
sanitary  authority. 

37.  Has  any  Commissioner  expressed  an  opinion 
that  it  would  be  better  if  the  whole  management  of 
the  town  was  under  the  one  undivided  authority  ? — I 
have  not  heard  that. 

38.  What  does  your  full  rate  produce? — Under 
£300. 

39.  And  what  is  your  entire,  income  from  all 
sources  ? — We  have  no  other  source  of  income. 

40.  You  have  lines  from  Petty  Sessions  and  dog 
tox  ? — The  fines  did  amount  to  something  consider- 
able; lately  they  have  been  about  £1G  a year. 

41.  Is  the  town  well  lighted  ? — Yes  ; there  arc  fifty 
public  lamps. 

42.  Between  what  periods  are  these  lamps  lighted  ? 
From  the  6th  of  September  up  to  the  6th  of  April. 

43.  Are  the  markets  here  held  early  ? — Well,  the 
people  don’t  leave  very  early,  though  the  markets  are 
held  early  enough. 

44.  Do  the  people  coming  in  to  sell  their  produce 
avail  themselves  of  the  lights,  or  do  they,  as  a rale, 
leave  early — I mean  before  the  lights  are  turned  on  ? 
— No ; they  do  not  leave  before  the  town  is  lighted. 

45.  When  is  it  lighted  ? — At  dusk. 

46.  And  continued  until  when  ? — Until  ten,  and  on 
market  nights  until  eleven ; and  seven  lamps  are  kept 
lighted  the  whole  night. 

47.  The  Commissioners  have  no  income  from  tolls? 
— No — nothing  but  the  rates  and  Petty  Sessions 
Court 

48.  Is  there  sufficient  land  within  the  present 
municipal  limits  for  building  purposes  ? — Quite  suffi- 
cient 

49.  Is  there  any  tendency  to  build  outside  ? — There 
is  some  building  going  on  at  present 

50.  Outside? — No,  within  the  town. 

51.  In  which  direction  ? — In  different  parts  of  the 
town. 

52.  Are  they  showing  a tendency  to  build  in  one 
direction  more  than  another  ? — Well,  I eaunot  say 
that — if  at  ail  it  is  in  the  workhouse  direction. 

53.  Can  you  give  mo  the  heads  of  your  expenditure 
for  last  year  1 — In  the  last  audited  accounts  I find  we 
paid  £126  5s.  5 cl.  for  lighting  the  town,  and  £50  for 
sweeping. 

54.  Do  you  contribute  towards  the  flagging? — No, 
we  do  very  little  because  we  are  £300  in  debt. 

55.  Are  there  any  improvements  the  Commis- 
sioners cannot  carry  out  from  want  of  funds  ? — They 
would  do  more  if  they  were  not  in  debt,  but  I do  not 
know  of  anything  that  is  pressing  at  present. 

56.  Do  the  Commissioners  consider  that  they  get 
value  from  the  Grand  J ury  commensurate  with  the 
county  cess  they  pay? — Well,  I don’t  think  the  Com- 
missioners consider  the  amount  collected  from  the 
township  is  expended  within  the  town,  but  if  they 
were  to  get  a staff  to  do  the  work  they  would  not  do 
it  as  cheaply. 

57.  They  are  not  in  favour  of  becoming  the  road 
authority  themselves  ? — No. 

58.  I suppose  they  are  aware  that  under  the  206th 
section  of  the  Public  Health  Act  it  does  not  hinge 
upon  the  consent  of  tire  Grand  Jury  as  formerly  ? — 
They  are  aware  of  that  I think. 

59.  Have  you  lived  in  the  town  some  years  ? — 
Yes,  twenty  years. 

60.  Do  you  think  Longford  shows  signs  of  improve- 
ment?—Yes. 

61.  Are  there  a better  class  of  buildings  being 
erected? — Well,  as  to  building  it  has  not  increased 
much  within  the  last  ten  years. 

62.  As  to.  extension — have  they  recently  applied 
for  an  extension  of  the  boundaries  %— No. 

63.  When  these  queries  were  sent  to  them  were 
they  considered  at  a special  meeting  ? — I think  there 
was  a special  meeting.  There  was  not  any  unanimity 
then  upon  it. 


64.  What  are  the  reasons  the  Commissioners  now  i.oncfoud 
go  for  this  extension?— In  the  first  place  they  are  in  <*».  1.  1879. 

debt,  and  they  think  that  if  they  got  an  extended  , . 

area  they  would  be  able  to  get  out  of  debt,  and  tint  Christopher 
the  people  living  acljacant  to  the  town  derive  advan-  Cox. 
tages  for  which  they  might  to  contribute. 

65.  In  point,  of  fact  is  it  the  case  that  the  income, 
is  not  sufficient  to  sustain  the  town  ? — Yes. 

66.  What  is  the  extension  suggested? — About  a 
mile. 

67.  From  the  centre  of  the  town? — Yes. 

68.  Half  a mile  from  the  present  limits? — Yea 

G9.  Do  the  Commissioners  know  of  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Select  Committee  as  to  making  towns 

coterminous  with  Poor  Law  electoral  divisions? 

Yes,  but  Longford  is  not  situated  centrally  enough  for 
that  They  would  not  adopt  the  electoral  division  as 
the  boundary. 

70.  Do  they  consider  that  any  improvement  carried 
out  by  them  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  persons 
brought  in  by  the  proposed  extension? — Yes,  in  this 
way — the  people  at  present  do  derive  advantage  from 
the  light  and  so  on.  They  do  not  propose  to  give 
them  any  new  benefits,  hut  to  tax  them  for  the  ad- 
vantages they  at  present  enjoy. 

71.  Would  they  extend  the  lamps  outside  the  pre- 
sent boundary  ? — I don’t  know.  I know  in  one  place 
the  lamps  are  much  required,  and  if  they  had  only 
the  income  they  would  erect  lamps  in  the  direction  of 
the  workhouse 

72.  Is  there  a good  market  in  Longford? — Yes. 

73.  And  from  what  distance  do  the  people  avail 
themselves  of  it? — They  come  from  ten  to  fourteen 
miles. 

74.  What  is  the  neaiosttown  to  Longford? — Grau- 
ard,  Ballyvauglian,  and  Edgewortlistown.  Then  there 
is  Mobil!  and  Ballymahon  is  ten  miles. 

75.  Longford  is  the  market  town  for  all  the  people 
within  the  electoral  division  ? — Yes,  and  more. 

7 6.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  ascertaining 
whether  the  people  proposed  to  he  included  would  ob- 
ject to  pay  one-fourtli  taxation  for  the  advantages 
they  enjoy  ? — I know  that  it  might  be  very  different 
suppose  a huge  project,  such  as  the  water  works, 
was  taken  up. 

77.  But  at  present  you  have  no  desire  to  become 
the  sanitary  authority ; so  if  tliei'e  was  a large  project 
the  Guardians  with  the  consent  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  can  arrange  any  contributory  district  they 
like  ? — I know,  but  from  what  it  is  likely  they  would 
do,  T should  say  the  people  outside  would  object. 

78.  Would  you  like  to  give  your  own  opinion  on 
the  subject  generally  ? — I would  rather  not.  I have 
no  interest  in  the  matter  one  way  or  the  other. 

79.  Are  there  many  buildings  outside  in  this  pro- 
posed area? — There  are  a few. 

80.  Could  you  tell  me  the  number  of  voters— per- 
sons qualified  to  vote,  brought  in  by  the  one-mile 
radius  ? — I suppose  there  would  be  forty  or  fifty — 
more,  perhaps — sixty. 

81.  Could  you  tell  me  the  population  that  would 
be  included? — I cannot  tell  you. 

82.  Can  you  tell  me  approximately  ? — The  whole 
electoral  division  is  6,134,  and  of  that  Longford  is 
4,375,  and  the  town. 

83.  What  I want  to  know  is  how  many  would  the 
one-mile  radius  bring  yon  ? — It  would  add,  perhaps, 

700  to  it. 

84.  Has  the  population  increased? — Well,  since 
1861  census  to  1871,  it  showed  a decrease  of  397. 

85.  Can  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
census  of  1881  will  show  a decrease  or  an  increase? — 

I think  a decrease. 

86.  Is  the  trade  of  Longford  failing?— Well,  there 
is  a general  depression  which  is,  of  course,  felt  here 
— it  is  temporary,  let  us  hope. 

87.  Would  you,  by  the  increase,  bring  in  any 
houses  that  would  be  liable  to  the  full  rate?— -Yes, 
but  they  would  be  very  few.  A few  gentlemen's 
places  around  the  town.  ~ 
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Mr.  Patrick 
M'Garry. 


Mr.  Michael  Manning,  t.c.,  examined. 


88.  You  are  a resident  in  the  town  of  Longford? — 
Yes. 

89.  And  have  lived  here,  I presume,  some  time  ? — 
For  sixty  years. 

90.  Do  you  recollect  the  town  of  Longford  when  it 
first  came  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? — Yes. 

91.  It  was  under  the  9th  Geo.  IV.  before  that 
time  ? — Yes. 

92.  What  steps  were  taken  to  determine  the  pre- 
sent area? — I was  treasurer  to  the  Corporation  at  that 
time,  and  the  area  under  the  9tli  of  Geo.  J.V.  was 
much  larger  than  it  is  now. 

93.  Did  you  petition  for  the  same  area  under  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act  as  under  the  9th  Geo.  IV.  ? 
— It  was  left  to  the  residents  in  the  town.  It  was 
the  leading  men  struck  it  out.  In  one  place  it  is  not 
a quater  of  a mile. 

94.  Were  you  present  when  the  question  of  exten- 
sion was  discussed  ? — Yes. 

95.  Are  you  in  favour  of  this  extension  of  a mile 
from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — Yes,  I am. 

96.  And  on  the  grounds  stated  by  Mr.  Cox? — Yes. 

97.  He  has  represented  the  views  of  your  Board  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  my  feeling. 

98.  Were  there  any  dissentients? — No,  we  had  a 
full  meeting  of  the  Commissioners. 

99.  You  know  the  recommendation  of  the  Select 
Committee,  I presume,  and  I would  ask  you,  do  you 
think  the  electoral  division  could  he,  with  fairness  or 
advantage,  adopted  as  the  boundary  of  Longford  ? — 
No,  I think  not — the  electoral  division  extends  too 
far. 

100.  You  think  an  extension  of  a mile  would  bo 
fair  ? — Yes,  a mile  from  the  Courthouse. 


101.  Arc  you,  as  an  individual  in  favour  of  becom 

mg  the  sanitary  authority  of  the  town  ?— No.  I think 
it  is  better  to  leave  it  with  the  Guardians  T 
Guardian  myself.  m a 

102.  Are  you  not  in  favour  of  the  principle  that 
the  entire  management  of  tho  town  would  be  better 
in  one  body?— No,  under  the  circumstances  not. 

103.  Is  there  no  such  thing  as  a conflict  of  the 
authorities  hero? — Tlio  Grand  Jury  and  the  Com- 
missioners agree. 


104.  Do  you  find  it  inconvenient  to  have  thro* 
different  authorities '! — No. 


105.  Can  you  say  if  there  are  any  improvements 
required  in  the  town,  that  you  are  unable  to  carry  ont 
from  want  of  funds  ? — Yes,  a great  many.  We  have 
not  the  means,  and  wo  are  in  debt  to  the  National  Bank. 

100.  Would  those  improvements  he  of  advantage  to 
the  people  you  propose  to  bring  in?— Yes,  no  doubt 
about  it,  in  fact  those  gentlemen  outside  come  in  and 
have  the  use  of  tho  lamps,  and  everything,  and  indeed 
enjoy  these  tilings  more  in  fact  than  the  townspeople 
themselves. 

107.  Are  any  improvements  required  iu  the  way 
of  lighting?—!  think  the  town  is  well  lighted  atpieseat. 

108.  Have  you  sufficient  lamps?— -Yes,  we  luve 
fifty  lamps. 

109.  The  town  is  not  lighted  out  to  the  municipal 
limits? — At  one  side  it  is.  It  is  not  lighted  down  to 
the  poorliousc,  but  the  town  is  very  well  lighted. 

110.  Were  you  influenced  with  regard  to  the 
sanitary  matter  by  the  fact  that  the  sanitary  rate  is  at 
present  assessed  equally  on  the  landlord  and  tenant! 
— I would  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Guardians. 


Mr.  James  M'Eli 

111.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  when  the 
question  was  discussed  ? — Yes. 

112.  You  heard  the  evidence  given  by  the  gentle- 
men who  have  just  been  examined? — Yes. 

113.  Do  you  agree  with  what  they  have  said? — 
Yes. 

114.  With  any  reservation? — Well,  the  principle 
reason  the  Commissioners  don’t  wish  to  become  the 
sanitary  authority,  is  that  they  don’t  wish  the  trouble, 
and  they  think  they  are  a little  more  independent  of 
the  people. 

115.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  the  entire 
management  under  one  body? — Yes — if  it  coukl  be 
managed. 

116.  Do  you  consider  that  these  people  living  within 
a mile  of  the  centre  of  the  town  ought  to  contribute  to 
those  improvements  the  Commissioners  are  unable  to 
carry  out! — I think  so. 

117.  Would  they  have  any  objection  do  you  think, 
the  rates  would  be  small?— I don’t  think  they  could 
refuse. 


ea,  t.c.  examined. 

118.  Have  you  heard  objections  from  the  people 
outside? — Very  few. 

119.  Do  you  consider  there  are  improvements 
required  in  tho  town  ? — Tho  only  improvement 
required  is  tho  waterworks. 

120.  What  difficulty  is  there  in  the  way  of  pro- 
curing the  water  supply  ? — The  expense. 

121.  Arc  there  natural  facilities  for  getting  the 
supply  ? — Yes,  hut  with  a deal  of  expenditure. 

122.  Would  you  have  to  bring  it  from  a great 
distance  ? — Yes. 

123.  How  is  the  town  supplied? — From  wells,  and 
there  are  pumps. 

124.  Has  the  water  been  analyzed! — Yes,  and 
condemned. 

125.  And  of  course  you  think  it  would  be  a great 
advantage  to  the  town,  and  to  those  who  come  into  it 
frequently  to  have  a good  and  wholesome  supply  !— 
Decidedly. 


Mr.  Edward  Farrell  examined. 


126.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given — have  you 
anything  to  add  to  it  1— The  only  thing  I had  to  say 
is  that  in  the  case  of  the  tenants  outside,  who  would 
be  taken  in,  their  rights  would  be  interfered  with  by 
the  extension,  and  they  would  suffer. 


127.  You  think  their  rights  would  be  interfered 
with  ? — Yes. 

128.  You  understand  that  I am  taking  all  this 
evidence  on  the  understanding  that  existing  rights  are 
not  to  he  interfered  with  ? — I see.  Well,  that  is  the 
chief  thing  I brought  forward. 


Mr.  Patrick  M'Garry  examined. 


129.  Are  you  in  favour  of  an  extension  of  a mile 
from  the  centre  of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

130.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  any  further  exten- 
sion ? — Yes,  I would  say  a mile  and  a half  would  be 
the  proper  thing. 


131.  You  think  the  people  within  a mile  and  a haH 
should  contribute  to  the  improvement  of  the  town  ?— 
Yes. 

132.  Is  it  in  fact  of  vital  importance  to  them  that 
the  town  should  be  well  kept  ? — Yes. 
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133.  And  they  derive  full  advantage  from  the 
improvements  of  the  town  without  contributing 
towards  those  improvements  ? — Yes. 

134.  You  are  aware  that  the  people  outside  aid  in 
the  support  of  the  town  1 — Yes. 


13S.  But  still  you  think  they  are  fairly  entitled  to  Lomrouf. 
W something  towards  the  advantages  they  enjoy !—  oa.  i.  tin. 

136  And  you  think  it  would  not  press  unduly  upon  !*'hP*'rlc,t 
them  1 — No.  M-Qwry. 


Mr.  Michael  Siievlin  examined. 


137.  Whereabouts  do  you  reside  ? — About  a mile 
and  a half  outside  the  town. 

138.  Are  you  rated  for  municipal  purposes  ? — Yes. 

139.  Would  you  be  brought  in  by  an  extension  such 
as  is  proposed  ? — I think  so,  by  the  extension  of  a mile 
and  a half,  but  not  of  a mile. 

140.  Would  you  object  to  contribute  towards  the 
town  funds,  if  you  thought  it  would  tend  to  clear  it 
from  debt,  and  assist  the  Commissioners  in  carrying 
out  much-needed  improvements  1 — I would  not  be  for 
contributing. 

141.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  you  to  have 
the  town  well  cleaned,  and  watered,  and  swept  ? — It  is 
sufficiently  done  for  my  purposes,  and  of  the  people 
around  me. 

142.  Have  you  ascertained  the  feeling  of  those 
around  you  ? — Yes. 

143.  And  are  they  all  opposed  to  this  extension  ? — 
Yes. 

144.  They  use  the  town  ? — They  do,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  town. 

145.  Do  you  think  that  those  who  reside  near  the 


town  derive  no  more  advantage  from  the  town  than 
people  living  six  miles  away  1— -I  don’t  see  it. 

146.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  of  advantage  to 
the  people  living  outside  to  have  the  town  well  looked 
after,  to  have  a good  market  close  at  hand,  which 
they  can  take  daily  advantage  of  1 — That  looks  very 
well,  but  take  the  quality  of  the  land  into  account. 
It  is  high  enough  at  present,  and  it  is  no  great  advan- 
tage that. 

147.  It  is  let  at  a higher  rent  because  it  is  near  the 
town  ? — Yes. 

1 48.  Arid  you  say  you  echo  the  sentiments  of  those 
living  around  you  ? — Yes,  they  would  object  to  it,  and 
very  properly. 

149.  If  the  Commissioners  were  constituted  the 
sanitary  authority,  would  you  object  to  being  brought 
in? — Yes,  I would  have  the  same  objection. 

150.  Would  it  not  be  of  advantage  to  you  to  be 
able  to  come  in  to  a well-sewered  and  healthy  town  ? 
— I believe  we  are  coming  into  a well-sewered  town, 
and  I believe,  on  the  whole,  it  is  well  watered  It  has 
stood  the  test  of  time  up  to  this. 


Mr.  Michaol 
Siievlin. 


Mr.  Harry  M‘Cann  examined. 


151.  Are  you  in  favour  of  extension  ? — Yes. 

152.  Do  you  live  within  the  town  ? — I am  inside 
and  outside. 

153.  Then  your  proposal  is  to  tax  yourself? — Yes; 
I think  it  very  unfair  for  people  outside  not  to  con- 
tribute, for  they  derive  more  benefit  from  the  town 
actually  than  the  people  inside  ; but  I am  opposed  to 
it  unless  they  become  the  sanitary  authority.  I think 
they  are  entitled  to  a larger  area  if  they  become  the 
sanitary  authority.  It  is  impossible  for  the  Board  of 
Guardians  to  do  the  work  properly,  so  as  to  look 
after  our  interests.  We  have  only  three  or  four 
members  on  it  who  have  any  interest  in  the  town,  and 
how  can  it  be  expected  that  men  who  have  no  interest 
in  the  town  could  be  able  to  do  the  work  as  it  ought 
to  be  done. 

154.  And  your  argument  is  that  if  the  Town  Com- 


missioners became  the  sanitary  authority  there  would 
be  more  members  to  take  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
the  town  ? — Yes  ; for  they  would  be  taking  care  of 
themselves.  Now,  however,  there  are  strangers 
taking  care  of  them. 

154.  Do  you  think  the  town  body  ought  to  have 
control  of  the  roads  ? — As  far  as  drams  are  concerned, 
but  we  have  to  make  the  cross  drains. 

155.  Are  there  any  signs  of  a disposition  to  build 
outside  1 — Well,  no  ; some  buildings  have  been  under- 
taken, but  the  buildings  have  been  chiefly  of  an  eccle- 
siastical character. 

156.  Do  you  know  the  feeling  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  on  the  subject  ? — It  is  just  divided — some 
are  in  favour  of  it. 

157.  Are  they  in  favour  of  handing  over  the  sani- 
tary authority  ? — Yes.- 


Mr.  Hurry 


Mr.  Gore  Dacre  Cochrane  examined. 


Vr  (birr  I>. 


158.  You  are  Lord  Longford’s  agent? — Yes. 

159.  What  is  Iris  lordship’s  view  on  the  subject  of 
extension  of  the  boundary  ? — I don’t  think  he  cares 
very  much  one  way  or  the  other. 

1 60.  Do  you  think  extension  would  be  desirable  con- 
sidering that  the  people  within  the  town  are  heavily 
axed  and  in  debt? — There  are  a good  many  things  in 
r*.v  8 ev*deuce  which  I think  may  be  answered. 

'lwfiltrpIa(!e' 1 may  say fchat  1 don,t  iuite  agre° 

with  Mr.  M‘Cami  in  thinking  that  it  would  be  advis- 
a?J ,e  t0  transfer  the  sanitary  authority  from  the  hands 
mi  $ °.a,’d  Guardians  to  the  Town  Commissioners, 
uie  .Local  Government  Board  think  we  are  badly  off 
TV  h,fact>  they  raade  an  inquiry  and  pressed 
. . oard  of  Guardians  into  it,  hut  the  Town  Com- 
missioners are  satisfied  with  the  present  state  of  tho 
water  supply.  The  Town  Commissioners  have  all 
eu.  property  in  the  town,  and  mostly  house  property, 
.v  . ^ 13  more  than  you  can  expect  from  human  nature 
triat  they  should  be  inclined  to  tax  themselves.  The 
®oard  have  used  very  strong  lan- 
griage  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  not  carrying  out 
e water  supply,  and  the  Town  Commissioners  have 


frequently  expressed  their  satisfaction  with  it.  Lord 
Longford  employed  the  County  Surveyor  to  investi- 
gate the  subject,  and  the  result  was  that  the  source 
which  was  ultimately  deemed  the  one  from  which  tin- 
supply  could  be  got,  and  which  was  fifteen  miles 
away,  would  entail  a cost  of  from  .£12,000  to  £15,000, 
which  would  be  double  the  valuation  of  the  present 
township.  As  to  sanitary  matters,  I think  Mr.  Cox 
mentioned  that  there  were  no  sanitary  improvements 
required.  Now,  from  my  knowledge  of  Longford,  I think 
you  will  find  a very  great  amount  of  filth  in  it.  Tho 
back  slums  are  almost  as  bad  as  Dublin.  The  main 
streets  may  look  well,  but  they  act  as  a sort  of 
“ Tommy”  to  what  is  behind.  As  to  building  opera- 
tions, I must  say  that  since  I have  been  here — four 
and  a half  years — it  has  only  been  on  a very  limited 
scale  indeed.  As  to  flagging,  Lord  Longford  agrees 
to  pay  one-third  towards  any  improvement  of  the  town 
which  the  Grand  Jury  and  the  Town  Commissioners 
approve  of. 

161.  Is  the  town  well  flagged  ? — Fairly. 

162.  Are  there  any  improvements  required  in  the 
way  of  flagging  ? — I can  hardly  say.  I don’t  think 
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i.okofobd.  there  are,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  a few  yards. 
Oct.  i,.i8r».  As  to  the  advantage  to  be  derived  by  those  brought  in 
- — by  the  proposed  extention,  I do  not  quite  agree  with 

Cochrane  ' the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken. 

163.  What  is  proposed  is  to  tax  them  for  the  ad- 
vantages they  already  enjoy  ? — Yes  ; but  I don’t  quite 
see  what  the  advantage  is  for  which  they  should  be 
asked  to  pay. 

164.  Have  they  not  got  a market  close  at  hand  1 — 
Yes  ; but  I don’t  see  what  greater  advantage  that  is 
to  a man  living  a mile  off  than  to  a man  say  two  miles 
off. 

165.  Well,  we  must  draw  the  line  somewhere  — 
Well,  I think  the  present  line  is  a very  good  line. 

- 166.  Then  you  would  not  be  in  favour  of  exten- 

sion?—No. 

167.  Not  even  taking  into  account  that  the  Com- 
missioners’ means  are  cramped,  and  that  they  are 
unable  to  carry  on  improvements  because  they  have 
not  funds  1 — I think  they  get  the  full  benefit  of  what 


they  do  themselves.  In  the  first  place  tire  taxation 
would  lull  very  heavily  on  those  outside  considerinc 
the  class  of  people  and  the  smallness  of  the  number  b 

168.  The  very  utmost  they  would  be  rated  at 
would  he  3d  in  the  pound  ? - Yes  j hut  Mr.  Cox  said 
1 think  there  would  he  something  like  forty  voters 
brought  in  ; now  I would  not  think  there  would  lie 
anything  like  so  many. 

169.  You  don’t  think  it  fair  for  the  people  outside 
to  help  the  town  out  of  debt,  which  they  have  con- 
tracted in  a great  measure  by  those  people  coming  in  1 
— No  ; I don’t  think  they  derive  much  greater  advan- 
tage than  people  living  further  out. 

170.  You  think  those  people  support  the  town?— 
Yes.  I think  the  Town  Commissioners  seem  to  wish 
to  be  benefited  by  tliis  change,  atul  to  obtain  this 
benefit,  whilst  at  the  same  time  they  shirk  all  respon- 
sibility regarding  it.  If  you  give  rights  you  should 
give  duties  also. 


X VUG  AN. 
June  13, 1879. 


LURGAN.— JUNE  13th,  1879. 

Before  Messrs.  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e.,  and  H.‘A.  Robinson, 


Mr.  Thomas 


Mr.  Thomas  Lutten  examined. 


1.  You  are  Town  Clerk  of  Lurgan  ? — I am. 

2.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office? — For  15 
years. 

3.  Lurgan  is  under  the  17tli  and  18th  Vic.,  cap. 
103?— Yes. 

4.  When  was  it  put  under  that  Act? — In  1855. 

5.  Previously  it  was  under  what  Act? — The  9th  of 
Geo.  IV.,  cap.  82. 

6.  Was  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  adopted 
wholly  or  only  in  part? — Wholly. 

7.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town? — About 
13,000  at  present. 

8.  You  have  given  it  as  10.632  ; that  was  in  1871  ? 
— Yea 

9.  Since  that  it  has  been  increasing  ? — It  has. 

10.  What  is  the  number  of  houses? — Mr.  Hancock 
can  tell  you. 

11.  Two  thousand  and  twenty-seven? — That  is  up 
to  the  1st  of  May  last. 

12.  What  is  the  valuation? — .£18,273  ; that  is  for 
1870. 

13.  There  are  no  wards  in  the  town? — It  is  divided 
into  drainage  districts. 

14.  But  there  are  no  wards  for  electoral  purposes? 


15.  It  is  altogether  in  one  electoral  division  ? — Yes, 
the  electoral  division  of  Lurgan. 

16.  Do  you  know  the  size  of  that  electoral  division 
and  how  far  it  extends  1— No,  I can’t  tell  you  ; but 
the  town  is  comprised  in  a number  of  portions  of 
townlands. 

17.  However,  the  town  boundary  and  the  electoral 
division  are  not  the  same? — No,  they  are  not  The  town 
boundary  is  all  comprised  within  the  electoral  division 

18.  It  doesnt  touch  any  other  electoral  division  but 
that  of  Lurgan? — No. 

H.  What  are  the  municipal  rates  for  the  last  five 

years  f— We  had  a general  assessment  of  Is.  id.  in  the 

pound ; on  the  south  west  district  id.  in  the  pound. 

,20.  In  addition  ?— Yes,  we  have  four  drainge  dis- 
tricts, and  we  have  drainage  rates  on  them  in  addition 
to  tne  general  assessment. 

21'  t!ie  Seneral  assessment  on  the  five 

years  first?— The  town  rates  in  1874  were  Is.  id  ■ in 

l/fe15, ; m 1876’  2"' ; “ 1877,  2s-  ; “ 1878> 


22.  Give  me  the  drainage  rates  on  each  of  th 
drainage  districts  for  each  of  these  five  years  ?—Fc 
the  north  east  special  only  id.  in  1876. 

23.  In  1874  how  much  was  it?— No  rates  on  th 
north  east  special  that  year. 

24.  In  1875  ?— No  rate. 


21.  In  1876  ? — id.  in  the  pound  special. 

22.  In  1877?— None. 

23.  In  1878  ? — 4(7.  in  the  pound. 

24.  Talce  the  next  district ; what  were  the  rates  ou 
it? — The  south  west  district  there  was  4(7.  in  the  pound 
special  in  1874 ; 4(7.  in  1875  ; id.  in  1870 ; none  in 
1877 ; and  4<7.  in  1878.  The  next  district  is  Shankill, 
and  there  there  was  4/7.  special  in  1874  ; 4(7.  in  1855  ; 
4(7.  in  1876  ; 4(7,  in  1877  ; and  4/7.  in  1878.  In  the 
Ballyblagh  district  there  was  1(7.  in  1874;  hi  in 
1875 ; 1(7.  in  1876  ; 1(7.  in  1877;  and  1(7.  in  1878. 

25.  How  did  these  drainage  districts  come  to  be 
formed  ? — At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  (die  Act  the 
town  was  divided  into  four  drainage  districts— the 
north  east,  the  south  west,  Shankill,  and  Ballyblagh. 

26.  Can  you  tell  me  the  boundaries  of  these  dis- 
tricts; are  they  in  the  Gazette  notice  ? — No  > they  were 
prepared  by  the  Town  Surveyor  at  that  time,  hut  I 
know  all  about  them  from  memory.  I could  not  tell 
the  acreage  of  them,  hut  I can  tell  the  whole  acreage 
of  the  town — 849  acres,  2 roods,  23  perches. 

27.  You  don’t  know  how  that  is  divided  into 
drainage  districts? — No,  but  I know  the  geography 
from  memory.  I could  not  tell  how  much  is  in  each 
district. 

28.  Can  you  got  it  for  me  afterwards  ? — Yes,  our 
Surveyor  will  be  able  to  give  you  that. 

29.  Will  you  give  me  the  poor  rates  for  these 
years? — For  1874,  2s.  ; for  1875,  Is.  6c7.  ; for  1876, 
2s. ; for  1877,  Is.  id.  The  county  cess  in  1874  was 
2s.  Id.  ; in  1875,  2s.  1(7. ; in  1876,  Is.  9ci;  in  1877, 
Is.  10(7. ; in  1878,  Is.  4(7. 

30.  How  many  Commissioners  are  there  ? — Fifteen. 

31.  And  how  many  voters? — 530. 

32.  How  many  are  qualified  to  sit  as  Counnk- 
sioners? — 110. 

33.  Are  the  present  municipal  boundaries  regarded 
with  dissatisfaction  by  the  ratepayers  ? — No,  they  are 
not. 

34.  Has  the  question  of  the  extension  of  the  bound- 
aries been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Commis- 
sioners ? — It  has. 

35.  What  conclusion  did  they  come  to  on  the  ques- 
tion ? — To  double  the  area.  , 

36.  That  was  in  January  last;  have  they  altered 
their  opinion  since  ? — Wo  had  a special  meeting  on 
last  Tuesday,  and  they  came  to  the  conclusion  to  leave 
the  town  as  it  is,  as  somo  of  the  outsiders  who  were 
to  be  included  made  some  objections  to  the  extension 

37.  In  consequence  of  the  objection  of  the  on 
siders  ? — In  consequence  of  the  depression  of  tr  ® 
they  thought  it  would  be  better  not  to  extend  t 
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boundary  at  the  present  time.  A great  portion  of  the 
extension  would  have  been  land 

38.  Do  you  know  how  much  of  the  present 
area  is  agricultural  land? — No,  I could  not  tell ; but 
it  comes  to  about  £1 ,850  valuation. 

39.  Then  the  replies  you  sent  us  have  been  altered 
since  ? — They  were  altered  at  our  special  meeting ; we 
came  to  the  conclusion  to  let  the  boundary  stand  as  it 
is  for  some  time. 

40.  How  is  the  town  lit  ? — With  gas ; we  have 
public  lamps. 

41.  Do  the  Commissioners  own  the  Gas  Works? — 
The  lamps  belong  to  the  Commissioners. 

12.  But  the  Gas  Works  do  not? — No;  they  make 
a contract  with  the  gas  directors. 

43.  What  is  the  contract  ? — Wo  have  fifteen  lamps 
that  burn  all  night  at  £3  per  lamp. 

44.  All  night  the  whole,  year  round? — No;  from 
the  1st  September  to  the  1st  May,  from  half  an  hour 
:ifter  sunset  until  daylight  next  morning.  That  is  fifteen 
lamps,  and  then  there  are  14G  lamps  from  half  an  hour 
after  sunset  until  eleven  o’clock  at  night,  witli  the  ex- 
ception of  Thursday  and  Saturday,  when  they  are  lit 
until  twelve  o’clock,  at  £1  14s.  per  lamp,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  nights  before  and  two  nights  after  full 
moon,  when  they  are  not  lighted. 

45.  How  is  the  town  provided  with  water? — We 
have  sixteen  pumps. 

46.  Is  there  any  complaint  as  to  the  quantity  or 
quality  of  the  water  ? — It  is  sometimes  very  scarce. 

47.  Has  there  been  any  scheme  for  bringing  water 
from  anywhere  else  ? — It  was  in  contemplation  to  got 
water  from  Lough  Neagh,  but  some  of  the  parties 
were  against  it,  and  it  fell  through. 


48.  How  is  the  town  drained  ? — We  have  two  main  Luroa.v. 

sewers,  and  contributory  sewers.  June  is,  isjh 

49.  Have  many  new  sewers  been  made  of  late  years  ? ,,  “ — 

- — A number  of  contributory  sewei-s  have  been  made  i,urtt<!n!0m'lS 
in  the  north-east,  in  1856,  and  on  the  south-west  about 
twelve  years  ago.  The  two  main  sewers  are  very 
large. 

50.  Where  do  they  drain  to  ? — Lough  Neagh. 

51.  Has  there  been  any  extension  of  these  in  con- 
templation, or  the  making  of  other  contributory 
sowers  ? — Wc  have  made  application  for  £1,000  to  the 
Government  for  some  sewers  required  in  the  town, 
and  we  have  got  a grant — it  has  been  recommended  to 
the  Treasury. 

52.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered 
whether  they  would  like  to  take  up  the  roads  within 
this  district  ? — It  has  been  talked  of  at  our  board 
meeting  that  we  wished  to  be  divided  from  the 
county. 

53.  But  they  have  come  to  no  resolution  on  it? — 

No. 

54.  Nor  taken  any  action  towards  getting  the  au- 
thority ? — No ; but  they  would  be  very  desirous  to 
have  it. 

55.  I suppose  they  know  they  can  ask  for  it? — 

Yes. 

56.  But  they  have  not  done  so  ? — They  have  not 
done  so  yet  I could  let  you  know  what  we  have  ex- 
pended on  sanitary  purposes  for  the  last  year.  Our 
income  was  £2,407  3s.  St/.,  and  we  expended  £2,072 
3s.  3tZ.  for  sanitary  purposes  ; . and  for  gas  and  other 
things,  £338  19s.  6t/.  That  is,  with  the  repairs  of 
lamps,  £280  for  gas  alone,  and  then  for  repairs  and 
lamps,  the  total  cost  is  £338. 


Mr.  John  Handoocic,  j.p..  examined. 


57.  You  arc  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners 
of  Lurgan  ? — I am. 

5S.  Would  you  give  us  your  opinion  about  the 
boundaries  of  Lurgan,  and  whether  they  should  lie 
altered  or  not  ? — Some  time  ago  the  Commissioners 
were  almost  unanimous  in  favour  of  having  enlarged 
boundaries,  such  as  are  marked  on  the  plan.  That  is, 
I think,  the  conclusion  that  was  come  to,  under  the. 
impression  that  it  should  be  a means  of  enabling  us  to 
take  up  the  roads ; but,  since  that,  the  Commissioners 
have  come  to  a diffci-ent  conclusion,  partly  owing  to 
the  opposition  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  laud  outside, 
on  which  there  are  very  few  houses,  and  partly  in 
doubt  as  to  whether  they  had  any  chance  of  separation 
from  the  county.  The  Commissioners  are  now  of 
opinion  it  would  be  better  not  to  disturb  the  existing 
boundaries,  but  to  let  them  stand  as  they  are.  They 
came  to  an  unanimous  vote  on  that  question  within 
the  last  fortnight. 

59.  Did  they  at  all  consider  how  many  voters  would 
be  added  by  the  extension  ? — No  ; but  there  would  not 
be  many. 

60.  Or  many  added  to  the  number  who  might  form 
the  representative  body  ? — I believe  the  entire  in- 
CTease  of  rateable  property  would  be  only  about 
£2,000  a year,  and  the  greater  portion  of  that  would 
be  on  the  low  scale,  and  it  is  doubtful,  supposing  we 
could  include  such  a large  additional  area,  whether 
the  additional  expenses  we  should  be  put  to  in  pro- 
viding lighting  and  drainage,  would  be  covered  by  the 
additional  funds. 

61.  The  present  area  I may  take  to  be  from  a half- 
to  three-quarters  of  a mile  in  every  direction  ? — The 
surveyor  will  be  able  to  give  that  information. 

62.  And  the  enlarged  boundaries  would  be  some- 
thing like  a quarter  of  a mile  more?— Yes.  The 

present  boundary  is  849  acres,  and  the  proposed 

oundary  would  be  1,634  acres,  and  the  increased 
valuation,  something  about  £2,000. 

63.  In  what  direction  does  the  building  extend? — 
■reather  -towards  the  lake. 

64.  Is  there  any  building  going  on  outside  the 
present  boundaries ?— A little;  only  one  gentlemen- is 


building  a number  of  houses,  and  he  is  carrying  on 
business  extensively. 

65.  But  there  are  no  streets  extending  from  the 
town  out  beyond  the  boundaries  ? — No,  not  yet,  but 
ultimately  it  will  be  a question  of  extension,  if  trade 
continues,  and  if  the  town  continues  to  increase  in 
buildings. 

66.  Is  there  any  tendency  to  increase  in  any  one 
direction  more  than  another  ? — I think  the  tendency 
is  to  go  towards  Lough  Neagh  ; that  is  on  the  north. 

67.  Yon  have  never  applied  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  to  get  control  of  the  roads?— We  did 
not,  because  we  know  we  would  meet  with  opposition 
from  the  Grand  Jury;  and  we  are  not  quite  prepared 
to  incur  that,  besides  wc  get  considerable  assistance 
from  the  Grand  Jury  towards  our  local  rates,  and  for 
the  present  we  do  hot  think  it  advisable.. 

68.  Don’t  you  think  the  people  living  within  a 
certain  distance,  derive  great  advantages  from  the 
town  1 — They  do. 

69.  And  it  is  of  great  importance  to  them  that  the 
town  should  be  well  kept  ? — It  is. 

'70.  Don’t  you  think  it  would  be  fair  they  should 
contribute  something  for  that  purpose  ? — But  we 
understand  we  would  be  compelled  to  light,  sweep, 
and  drain,  a very  large  additional  area.  As  I say,  ulti- 
mately extension  must  come  to  be  a question  of  time. 

71.  When  you  were  contemplating  that  extension 
it  was  under  the  supposition  that  the  lighting  should 
be  extended  fully  to  any  new  boundary? — Certainly. 
We  have  our  lighting  now  extended  to  our  present 
boundary,  and  we  quite  understand  we  would  be 
bound  to  take  the  lamps  out  to  the  new  boundary. 

72.  Along  all  the  roads  ? — Along  all  the  roads.  In 
one  case,  Mr.  Peel  has  to  take  out  the'  lights  at  his 
own  expense,  and  of  course  lie  could  not  be  expected 
to  continue  that,  and  still  to  pay  taxes. 

73.  But  suppose  you  were  only  obliged  to  carry 
out  lighting  so  far  as  there  were  buildings.  Would 
that  make  any  alteration  in  your  opinion- as  tev  ex- 
tension?— Of  course  it  would-;  that  wouid  lessen1  the 
expenses- of  tho-town,  but  that  would  rsquirff'a -little 
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more  careful  consideration  as  to  the  taxable  power. 
Many  of  us  think  that  the  expenses  of  the  extension 
would  not  be  met  by  the  increase  in  the  income. 

74.  But  if  you  were  not  obliged  to  supply  the  new 
district  with  these  other  improvements,  the  income 
might  l>e  equal  to  the  expenditure.  My  view  is  that 
you  are  not  compelled  to  take  out  gas  where  there  are 
not  buildings  1 — Under  the  old  Act  we  were. 

75.  Yes ; you  were  unable  to  rate,  unless  you  did  ? 
— Yes,  but  unless  we  offered  some  benefits  to  the  out- 
side occupiers,  they  would  be  still  more  strong  in 
their  opposition  to  extension. 

76.  The  proposed  extension  would  as  far  as  1 can 
see,  take  in  only  two  gentlemen's  places  ? — No  ; four 
— Mr.  Bell’s  ; half  of  Lord  Lurgan’s  demesna  Mr. 
Greer  and  the  Rev.  A.  Cuppaidge.  There  is  a school, 
and  a couple  of  villas  in  the  direction  of  the  model 
school. 

77.  Would  that  extension  go  into  any  other  elec- 
toral division  1 — Yes,  it  would  go  into  another  Carna- 
kinnega,  and  part  of  Brownlows-Derry. 

78.  Would  Silverwood  House,  be  in  a different 
electoral  division1? — Yes,  it  is  in  the  electoral  division 
of  Lurgan. 

79.  Bellevue  1 — Yes,  that  is  in  Caraakinnega. 

80.  Woodville  1 — That  is  in  Lurgan;  part  of  it. 
I think  Mr.  Greer  is  the  owner  of  Woodville. 

81.  The  reason  I ask  these  questions,  is  that  we 
are  to  take  care  to  make  the  municipal  boundaries 
conterminous  with  the  poor  law  division  wherever 
possible.  The  present  boundary  is  entirely  inside  the 
electoral  division  of  Lurgan,  and  that  green  line  (the 
proposed  extension),  would  go  into  two  other  electoral 
divisions  1 — Yes. 

82.  And  the  present  electoral  division  woidd  not  at 
all  suit  for  town  purposes  ?— It  would  not. 

83.  It  would  be  going  too  far  away  1 — It  would 

84.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  state  1 — On 
the  question  of  extension  it  may  perhaps  be  interesting 
to  know  that,  according  to  the  census  of  1841,  the 
town  was  the  sixty-seventh  in  Ireland,  and  in  1871, 
it  became  the  fourteenth.  Ho  that  in  thirty  yearn,  it 
rose  from  the  sixty-seventh  to  the  fourteenth  position 


" a town,  and  now  there  are  only  two  other  town,  in 
Ulster,  with  a greater  population. 

85.  Is  that  increase  going  on  still  1— No,  since  the 
depression  of  last  year,  building  in  the  town  has 
almost  stopped. 


86.  Is  much  of  the  land  within  the  town  boundary 
of  the  nature  of  townparks  l— Yes ; it  is  gardens  and 

grazing  ground. 


87.  Is  the  lighting  of  the  town  sufficient? — Yesitis 

88.  What  is  the  state  of  the  water  supply  1 J 
not  good.  W e have  tried  for  many  yeai-s  to  get  better 
kut  we  have  not  succeeded ; we  are  now  depending 

89.  Has  there  been  any  scheme  proposed  that  you 
consider  fe:isiblo? — Yes,  hut  the  amount  required  was 
beyond  what  wo  considered  our  means  would  afford. 
The  amount  was  for  ,£14,000  to  £16,000  or  £17  000 
ami  it  involved  further  pumping,  and  the  annual 
expense  of  steam  engines.  We  had  two  schemes  from 
two  eminent  engineers,  one  was  by  pumping  from 
Lough  Neagh  and  the  other  was  from  wells  through 
chalk  formation;  the  expense  of  pumping  would  be 
£200  a year  and  that  would  be  too  large  a tax. 

90.  Is  there  much  expenditure  necessary  for 
drainage— I think  the  £1,000  we  have  got  the  sanction 
for  will  do  the  necessary  work.  All  we  want  is  contri- 
butory drains.  That  main  drain  is  through  two  valleys, 
oue  on  the  north-east  and  the  other  on  the  south-west, 
and  they  carry  out  the  object  we  have  in  view,  but 
there  are  intermediate  connecting  drains  required.  You 
are  aware  we  can’t  make  tlio  people  of  the  house  drain 
more  than  100  feet ; we  must  meet  them  and  execute 
the  rest  of  the  work  ; and  now  we  are  carrying  out  a 
system  of  contributory  sewers. 

91.  Has  there  been  any  meeting  of  the  ratepayers 
to  consider  this  question  'l  -No,  lint  the  question  has 
been  discussed  here  by  the  Commissioners  themselves, 
and  the  Commissioners  are  according  to  the  general 
feeling  of  the  ratepayers.  There  is  an  annual  election 
of  one-thinl  portion  of  the  eoiiuuLssionei's,  amlasabody, 
they,  I think,  represent  the  general  feeling  of  the  rate- 
payers fairly. 

92.  Is  this  resolution  not  to  alter  the  boundaries 
unanimous  ? — It  is. 


Mr.  John  W.  Greek,  j.p.,  examined. 


93.  I have  heard  what  Mr.  Hondcock  has  stated 
and  I agree  with  his  view,  hut  of  course  some  parties 
may  think  different. 

94.  What  is  your  own  opinion?— I think  the 
boundaries  should  not  be  extended  at  present,  that  it 
is  not  desirable  to  have  too  large  a boundary  to  raise 
taxes  from,  and  it  is  not  necessary. 

95.  You  think  the  Commissioners  have,  with  their 


present  powers,  enough  money  for  this  work  ? — They 
have  enough  work  for  their  money. 

96.  Are  there  any  things  loft  undone  that  would  he 
done  if  they  hiul  more  funds  ? — No,  I think  not,  except 
very  expensive  works. 

97.  You  live  outside  the  boundary  ? — I do  towards 
Lough  Neagh. 

98.  Are  you  one  of  the  commissioners ? — No  I am 
not. 


Mr.  William 

99.  You  are  a town  commissioner  1 — I am 
1 agree  in  what  has  been  stated,  and  there  is 
no  necessity  for  going  into  the  question  more; 
I con  only  reiterate  what  has  already  been 
advanced.  There  were  two  meetings  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. At  one  of  the  meetings  they  did  decide  to 
increase  the  town  boundary  and  the  principal  reason 
lor  doing  so  was  the  impression  that  they  would  by 
that  means  have  a better  case  to  put  before  the  Grand 
Jury  to  get  separation  from  the  county,  but  after- 
wards, in  considering  the  matter,  we  thought  that  per- 
haps we  would  not  be  able  to  get  separation,  and  if 
that  was  the  case,  they  thought  it  better  to  remain  as 
they  were  for  two  reasons  .-—The  first  was  that  at  the 
meeting  we  had  on  Tuesday,  a number  of  the  ratepayers, 
who  would  have  been  taken  in  by  the  new  boundary 
attended,  and  expressed  themselves  dissatisfied.  They 
stated  that  if  they  were  taken  in  of  course  they 
would  have  to  pay  more  rates,  for  which  they  would 


Baird  examined. 

receive  no  advantage.  As  the  boundary  at  present 
stands  it  contains  an  area  of  849  acres  ; the  proposed 
boundary  would  contain  1,634,  taking  in  altogether 
7 85  acres.  There  are  only  about  eight  gentlemen  whose 
places  would  be  brought  inside  that  boundary,  that  is 
men  of  large  property,  whose  houses  would  be  taxed. 
They  said  if  we  took  them  in,  we  should  be  prepared 
to  light  and  drain  and  perhaps  sweep  the  streets  for 
them,  that  is  sweep  and  scavenge  out  to  the  extreme 
boundary  and  I made  a calculation  as  to  the  amount 
we  are  likely  to  raise  in  rates  on  this  increased  axes, 
and  I found  that  from  the  land  included,  that  is  785 
acreB,  at  the  fourth  of  last  years  rates  we  would  only 
receive  £40,  because  the  value  of  the  land  taken  in 
would  be  only  £1,570,  that  is  the  poor  law  valuation; 
and  then  there  would  he  houses,  and  the  valuation  of  the 
houses  within  the  now  area  would  be  £704,  and  that  a 
the  rate  of  the  last  rate  which  has  been  struck,  wow* 
give  us  about  £60  altogether  for  tlie  increased  area. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


We  would,  therefore,  have  £100  a year  additional  tax 
and  the  Commissioners  are  under  the  impression  they 
would  be  compelled  to  light,  drain  and  sweep,  if  I might 
use  the  term,  the  increased  ansi,  but  the  amount  we 
would  get  for  it  in  taxes  would  not  compensate  us,  in 
fact  the  town  instead  of  benefiting  by  the  increase, 
would  loose,  and  that  was  the  reason  why  the  Com- 
missioners unanimously  came  to  conclusion ; of  course 
whether  the  Commissioners  are  right  in  their  sup- 
position that  they  would  he  bound  to  light  to  the 
extreme  point  of  the  iirea,  and  that  they  would  be  com- 
pelled to  drain  and  sweep  the  whole  district,  is  another 
thing.  If  the  Commissioners  found  they  were  not 
compelled  to  do  these  things  of  course  it  might  alter 
the  case  very  much. 

100.  Would  it  alter  your  own  private  opinion  ? — It 
would,  for  I have  no  doubt  at  all  that  some  of  these 
places  that  are  now  outside  the  boundary  enjoy  just 
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as  many  advantages  as  the  town,  and  that  they  would 
have  a fair  right  to  pay  a proportion  of  the  rates. 

101.  How  far  from  the  centre  of  the  town  would 
you  say  that  advantage  extends  1 — I should  say  that 
from  the  centre  of  the  town  it  extends  half  a mile  or 
three  quarter's. 

102.  Your  present  boundary  is  fully  half  a mile 
from  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  you  say  that  the 
people  living  in  the  neighbourhood,  outside  the  present 
boundary,  derive  advantage  from  their  proximity  to 
the  town? — Yes. 

1 03.  How  far  do  you  think  the  advantage  extends  ? 
— I would  say  a mile. 

104.  Do  people,  two  miles  away  derive  advantage 
from  the  town? — No,  not  two  miles  from  the  centre 
of  the  town. 

105.  But  you  would  say  a mile? — Yes. 


Mr.  J ames  Livingstone  examined. 


106.  Are  you  a Commissioner? — No.  I live  in  the 
townland  of  Silverwood.  That  townland,  Mr.  Meade 
of  Dublin  has  leased  in  fee  from  liis  lordship.  I am 
Mr.  Meade’s  tenant,  and  I am  hound  so  that  I cannot 
build  any,  unless  I liave  a written  order  from  him.  I 
built  eleven  cottages,  twelve  years  ago,  and  I had  them 
let  at  2s.  a week,  hut  had  to  reduce  them  to  Is.  6d., 
and  if  I had  to  do  it  now  I would  not  build  a brick  of 
them. 

107.  You  are  objecting  to  extension  in  that  direc- 
tion ? — Yes.  There  is  fully  a quarter  or  half  a mile 
between  Lurgan  and  Silverwood  without  a house  on  it 
at  all. 

108.  Is  it  lighted? — No,  there  are  no  lamps. 

109.  Mr.  Hancock. — I thought  there  was  a lamp  at 
Silverwood  Bridge  ? — No.  Mr.  Cuppaidge  holds  about 
sixty  acres  in  the  same  townland,  on  the  same  terms, 
so  that  no  portion  of  it  could  be  lot  for  building. 

110.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  use  Lurgan  as  a market 
and  everything  of  that  kind  ? — It  is  no  use  to  me  for 
my  business. 


111.  Don’t  you  come  into  Lurgan  often? — Some 
times.  My  principal  market  is  Belfast. 

112.  You  get  your  children  educated  in  Lurgan? — 
There  are  two  of  them  at  school  down  on  the  Lough- 
road.  There  is  no  pi-ospect  of  any  other  house  of  mine 
being  built  along  the  Lough-road.  In  my  time  there 
have  been  only  two  houses  built  and  the  school,  and  I 
don’t  see  any  prospect  of  any  other  building  going  on. 
The  direction  in  which  the  building  is  going  on  is 
about  the  workhouse. 

113.  What  is  the  valuation  of  your  holding  in 
Silverwood  ? — 1 am  not  exactly  sure. 

114.  William  .fames  O'Neill,  Town  Surveyor. — Mr. 
Livingstone’s  buildings  are  valued  at  £90  per  annum. 

115.  What  are  the  areas  of  his  holdings  ? — I have 
not  got  the  amount  of  land  lie  holds. 

116.  Does  this  boundary  take  in  the  small  houses 
belonging  to  him? — Yes,  alibis  buildings. 

117.  Mr.  Livingstone. — I hold  sixty-eight  acres  in 
the  townland. 

118.  Mr.  O'Neill. — And  that  would  be  valued  at 
about  £2  per  acre. 


Mr.  James  Usiieii  examined. 


119.  I erected  two  villas  outside  the  boundary  on 
the  Lough  road,  in  the  townland  of  Derry.  There  is 
very  little  I can  add  to  what  has  been  said.  I think 
the  time  has  not  come  for  extension,  and  I think  we 
are  not  ripe  for  such  a change.  The  map  shows  that 
on  the  face  of  it.  There  are  only  eight  houses,  leaving 
out  these  miserable  houses  of  Mi-.  Livingstone’s,  let 
at  Is.  6d.  a week,  which  the  town  could  call  upon  to 
pay  taxes.  That  is  only  eight  houses  outside  the 
present  boundary,  hut  if  the  number  was  800  we  might 
have  some  reasonable  and  fair  case  to  bring  before  you 
for  extension ; but  in  face  of  the  fact  which  is  proved 
by  the  map,  I think  the  time  has  not  arrived  yet  for 
enlargement  of  the  boundary.  The  further  fact  exists 
that  if  we  leave  out  these  houses  or  country  residences, 
taking  the  last  fifteen  years  back,  the  town  has  not, 
as  a matter  of  fact,  extended  at  all,  nor  is  the  town 
shewing  at  the  present  time  any  inclination  to  extend 
outside  the  present  boundary.  Of  course  there  are  a 
lot  of  weavers’  houses  up  in  Union-street,  next  the 
workhouse,  which  have  been  built. 

120.  But  that  increase  on  houses  has  been  confined 
within  the  present  boundary  ? — Yes  ; and  that  is  part 
and  parcel  of  what  I say  with  regal'd  to  the  other 
parts,  and  I think  it  shews  powerfully  that  the  town 
is  not  ripe  for  extension.  If  there  were  hundreds  of 
houses  outside  the  boundary  there  would  be  a fair 
case  to  say  they  should  contribute  to  the  taxation,  but 
at  present  it  would  have  a tendency  to  curtail  the 
growth  of  the  town,  and  to  debar  parties  from  erecting 
country  residences  and  beautifying  the  outskirts  of  the 
town,  if  these  places  were  brought  in. 


121.  But  at  present  they  arc  not  doing  anything  of 
the  sort? — No ; not  of  one  kind  or  the  other.  In 
every  direction  they  are  prohibited  from  building. 
Mr.  Livingstone  has  stated  he  is  debarred  from  build- 
ing without  the  sanction  of  his  landlord.  The  same 
state  of  things  exists  in  another  direction.  Mr.  Samuel 
Bell,  who  lives  at  Bellvue,  is  bound  up  by  a covenant 
from  erecting  even  a chimney,  which  would  injure  the 
view  from  Bellvue-house.  There  is  another  fact.  The 
demesne  wall  runs  along  there  on  one  side,  and,  of 
course,  no  extension  could  take  place  at  all  out  there. 
That  is  a very  large  section  of  the  surrounding  country. 

122.  You  are  confined  altogether  yourself  as  to 
extension  of  buildings? — Yes. 

123.  Where  do  you  live? — Between  the  two  boun- 
daries.  With  regard  to  this  place  outside  the  boun- 
dary, we  enjoy  what  we  want  to  enjoy ; we  don’t  want 
light;  we  have  sufficient  light;  and  as  regards  the 
important  question  of  sewerage,  we  have  our  private 
sewers  for  our  private  puiposes,  to  suit  our  premises, 
and  if  the  Commissioners  get  this  extension  they 
would  naturally  be  asked  to  flag  part  of  the  way,  put 
up  lamps,  and  erect  sewers  and  all  that,  and  they 
would  lose  by  the  transaction,  for  remember  that  there 
are  at  present  only  these  few  houses,  eight  or  nine 
altogether  outside  the  boundary.  These  buildings 
are,  moreover,  on  the  very  verge  of  the  boundary,  and 
lamps  would  have  td  be  erected  if  this  extension  was 
carried  out. 

124.  Wouldn’t  that  be  an  advantage  to  you? — I 
think  not.  We  have  got  on  very  well  for  a number  of 
years  without  it. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Ll'HGAJf. 
June  13,  1879. 

Mr.  William 
Baird. 


Mr.  James 
Livingstone. 


Mr.  James 


48G 


Ldroan. 
June  13,  137  y 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 

141.  Aro  then 


125.  Wouldn’t  you  like  it  if  you  liad  no  tiling  to  pay 
for  it  1 — No;  I think  we  are  very  well  satisfied  as  we 
are. 

126.  Don’t  you  use  the  town  very  much? — To  that  butory  sowers,  for  insti 
extent,  certainly. 

127.  How  often? — I keep  out  of  it  as  much  as  I 


128.  Don’t  you  use  it  for  a market? — No,  I do  not. 

129.  Mr.  Havdcock — He  earns  all  his  money  in 
the  town.  He  is  a solicitor. 

130.  Witness. — I would  say,  with  great  respect  to  the 
present  body  of  Town  Commissioners,  who  are  as  hard- 
working a board  as  any  in  Ireland,  that  they  liave 
plenty  to  do  within  the  present  boundary,  and  if  ex- 
tension was  granted  as  a matter  of  fact,  so  much  have 
they  to  do  within  the  boundary  that  they  would  have 
to  employ  additional  officials  to  cleanse  and  keep  the 
roadways,  and  do  many  other  things  that  Mr.  Baird 
touched  upon.  That  would  be  another  strong  impedi- 
ment in  the  case,  and  make  us  lose  by  this  change 
rather  than  gain. 

131.  Mr.  Baird. — I would  not  like  it  to  go  to  the 
world  that  Lurgan  is  at  a standstill  for  the  last  fifteen 
years.  We  have  got  within  the  last  year  a very  nice 
house  erected  just  outside  the  boundary  (a  Pres- 
byterian Manse),  and  another  is  being  built  at  present, 
so  that  the  town  is  not  at  such  a very  great  standstill 
as  Mr.  Usher  says. 

132.  Mr.  Cotton. — But  he  says  that  the  increase 
lias  been  confined  to  the  town  limits? — These  two 
houses  that  I am  drawing  attention  to  are  outside  the 
town  boundary,  and  they  are  new  premises. 

133.  Mr.  Usher. — All  I did  state  was,  that  there 
are  eight  houses  outside  the  present  boundary,  and 
with  regard  to  the  great  extension  Mr.  Baird  refers 
to,  it  simply  amounts  to  this — a small  manse  for  the 
Presbyterian  minister,  and  one  other  house  is  being 
built  by  Mr.  Cordner  in  another  direction  outside 
oven  the  yellow  boundary.  . I have  said  nothing  to 
lead  you  to  think  the  town  is  at  a standstill.  I have 
stated  that  building  is  going  on  somewhat  extensively 
within  the  present  boundary,  and  especially  in  the 
direction  of  the  workhouse. 

134.  Mr.  Cotton. — That  is  what  I understood  from 
you.  Now,  I wish  to  have  some  explanation  from  Mr. 
O’Neill  as  to  these  drainage  districts.  How  is  the 
town  divided  ? 

Mr.  O'Neill. — There  are  four  drainage  districts  in 
the  town— north-east,  BaUyblagh,  south-west,  ami 
Shaukill.  • . 

135.  Were  you  surveyor  when  this  division  was 
made ! — No. 

13G.  What  was  the  principle  adopted  in  laying  out 
these  divisions?— I think  the  reason  was,  that  the 
mam  street  of  Lurgan  was  oh  the  top  of  the  ridge,  so 
that  we  were  obliged  to  have  a main  sewer  on  the 
north-east,  and  one  on  the  south-west. 

137.  Do  each  of  these  districts  bear  all  their  own 
expenses  ? — I believe  they  do. 

138.  There  are  different  rates  struck  for  each  1— I 

bG  i ol6  1 am  not  conversant  -with  these  matters. 

i 39.  What  are  the  main  drains  in  Lurgan  ? There 

is  the  north-east  sewer,  that  runs  at  the  north  side  of 
thp  mam  street,  and  chains  into  the  stream  near  the 

140.  What  other  mam  sewer  is  there?— We  have  a 

mam  sewer  on  the  south-west  side  of  the  main  street 
running  along  with  the  street  and  comes  to  the  stream 
on  the  south-west  side  of  the  railway  station 


the  only  two  you  have?—' fcSo'T 
have,  but  there  are  some  other  very  considerable  contri! 
f +i  ■».  for  instance  there  is  ono  comes  down 
from  the  workhouse.  wn 

- ,14f;  Aml  «°cs  into  the  south  main?— Yes,  it  drains 
into  the  south-west  sewer.  We  have  several  cm, 
siderable  contributory  sewers. 

H3.  There  i, „c , main  t], rough  t]»  mi,  iwf,_ 
there  is  not,  but  there  is  a branch  sewer. 

144.  Is  tlmt  brand.  k«mv  for  ram  wate  only 

for  house  connection  1— For  house  connection. 

145  Are  these  stm.n.s  lunch  polluted  by  the  main 
drain? — Where  they  meet  they  are  considerably 

146.  Has  there  boon  uny  objection  mads  to  flat! 
— riicrelias. 

147.  Has  there  been  any  scheme  for  avoiding  the 

discharge  of  the  sewage  into  the  running  water  1 ; 

No.  They  are  all  utilized  by  the  farmers  lower  down. 

147.  Has  there  been  any  objection  made  to  their  bein« 
polluted  by  the  sewage  ?— Some  few  years  am)  there 
was  a suit  at  law  between  a manufacturer  °ancl  the 
Board  of  Guardians. 

148.  Where  was  that?— Down  at  Silvevwood. 

149.  On  account  of  the  fouling  of  the  stream  t— 
Yes. 

150.  Was  anything  done  in  consequence  ? — ThcPoor 
Law  Guardians  were  obliged  to  alter  their  svstem  of 
drainage  and  to  dispose  of  their  own  refuse. 

151.  That  was  against  the  Guardians  and  not 
against  the  Commissioners  ?-  Against  the  Guardians 

152.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  state  W 
No,  except  that  part  of  the  building  leases  are  outside 
the  town  boundary.  I have  got  a plan  here  (plan 
produced).  This  plot  of  ground  hero  at  Jolm-street 
lies  to  the  south  sido  of  tho  street. 

153.  Docs  that  lie  outside  the  boundary ?— Part 
is  outside  tho  boundary.  That  is  Taylor’s-row,  about 
two  or  three  houses  aro  outside  the  town  boundary. 
In  that  place  the  building  of  the  town  is  continuous 
up  to  tho  town  boundary,  and  just  going  immediately 
beyond  it. 

154.  Aro  there  any  other  cases  in  which  the 
buildings  run  along  side  roads  or  streets  continuously 
up  to  the  present  boundary? — No.  This  is  the  new 
munso  (indicating  place  on  plan).  This  is  outside. 
They  applied  for  a lamp  from  tho  Town  Commissioners 
there,  and  I think  they  got  it.  I may  mention 
that  the  proposed  now  boundary  is  the  townland 
boundary  which  is  vory  near  to  the  town  boundary. 

155.  It  was altogber  a townland  boundary? — Yes, 
except  round  the  demesne.  Mr.  Bell’s  place  is  in  the 
electoral  division  of  Oornekinnegar.  The  townland  of 
Silverwood  is  in  tho  electoral  division  I think,  but 
Brownlow’s  Derry  without  exception  and  the  other 
portions  proposed  to  be  added,  are  in  the  townland 
and  electoral  division  of  Lurgan. 

156.  Have  you  got  any  huge  map  of  the  town  with 
all  the  drains  maked  on  it  ? — Not  exactly  marked  on 
it,  but  I have  a map  in  fragments. 

157.  I have  just  drawn  Mr.  Hancock’s  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  Commissioners  are  bound  to  have  such 
a map  on  a large  scale,  so  that  any  ratepayer  may  con- 
sult it  at  any  time  ?— The  Commissioners  have  lately 
directed  me  to  procure  such  a map,  and  to  mark  the 
sewers  upon  it.  That  is  in  progress  of  .being  done. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 
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ROSCOMMON. — SEPTEMBER  29tii,  1879. 
Before  Mr.  Henry  A.  Robinson. 


Roscommon. 
Sept.  29,  1879. 


Mr.  John  Lambert  examined. 


1.  The  Commissioner. — You  m-e  the  Town  Clerk 
of  Roscommon  1 — I am. 

2.  Under  what  Act  is  the  town  of  Roscommon 
constituted  ? — Under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act. 

3.  What  Act,  if  any,  was  it  under  previous  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act? — It  was 
under  the  9th  of  George  IV . 

4.  Are  the  boundaries  as  they  now  exist  under  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act  the  same  as  they  were  under 
the  9th  of  George  IV.  ? — I think  they  are. 

5.  Can  3rou  say  positively  that  the  boundaries  are 
now  the  same  as  they  were  when  the  town  was  under 
the  9th  of  George  IV.  ? — I cannot  say  positively,  be- 
cause I was  not  connected  with  the  Commissioners' 
then ; but  I believe  they  are  the  same. 

C.  When  did  you  come  under  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act! — On  the  29th  of  January,  1855. 

7.  What  were  the  boundaries  as  then  defined  ? — As 
defined  in  the  notice  for  the  public  meeting,  dated  the 
1st  of  January,  1855,  they  are  as  follows  : — 

“ Commencing  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  town  at  the 
Blackstick-bridge,  on  the  road  from  Roscommon  to 
Athlone,  and  boundary  between  Ballyplieason  and  Ard- 
sallah;  thence  southward  by  the  main  river  to  the  Toor- 
honse-bridge  ; thence  by  the  main  river  to  the  Antohor- 
bridge,  turning  westward ; thence  by  the  centre  of  the 
An toher- road  and  boundary  between  Ballyplieason  and 
Ardnanagh,  to  the  crossing  of  the  Athleaguc-road  ; thence 
by  the  centre  of  the  lane  behind  the  military  barracks,  and 
by’  the  boundary  between  Ardnanagh  and  Lisnannilt,  to  a 
point  meaning  the  lands  of  Ardnanagh,  Lisnamult,  and 
Ballybridc;  thence  turning  north-cast  to  follow  the  bound- 
ary between  Ardnanagh  and  Ballybridc  to  the  crossing  of 
the  Fuerty-road  ; thence  by  the  centre  of  the  Fuerty-road 
and  boundary  between  Ardnanagh  and  Loughncncanc  to  a 
turn  on  the  Fuerty-road  called  Aughecs  corner  ; thence  by 
the  boundary  between  Ardnanagh  and  Loughncncanc  to  the 
corner  of  the  Costleficld  at  Cloonbraelcini  ; thence  turning 
northward  by  the  boundavy  between  Loughneneane  and 
Cloonbrackna'to  the  main  drain  from  Loughneneane  and 
Lordswell ; thence  turning  eastward  to  follow  the  main 
drain  to  the  bridge  of  Castle-street;  thence  turning  south- 
eastward by  the  boundary  between  Cloonbrackua  and 
Cloonybeirne  to  the  bridge  on  the  Lancsboro'-road  ; ami 
thence  southward  by  the  stream  and  boundary  between 
Ballyplieason  and  Ardsallagh  to  the  Blackstick-bridge 
aforesaid,  comprising  the  townland  of  Ballyplieason,  tiie 
townland  of  Ardnanagh,  with  the  exception  of  the  part 
thereof  called  Cvoobyhill,  which  lies  south  of  the  road  from 
the  military  barracks  to  the  bridge  of  Antolier,  and  in- 
cluding that  part  of  Cloonbrackna  which  lies  south  of  the 
main  drain  from  Loughneneane  to  the  bridges  of  Castle- 
street  and  Lanesboro’-street,  already  described,  containing 
360  acres,  statute  measure,  or  thereabouts.’' 

_ 8.  Has  there  been  any  alteration  in  the  boundaries 
since  that  time  ? — No,  sir. 

9.  What  steps  did  the  Commissioners  at  that  time 
take  to  determine  the  boundary  of  the  town  of  Ros- 
common as  it  is  now  defined  7—1  don’t  know,  except 
as  far  as  my  own  knowledge  of  the  locality  enables 
me  to  judge. 

10.  The  Commissioners  forwarded  tlieir  first  reso- 
lution with  reference  to  the  boundary  to  the  autho- 
rities at  the  Castle  in  the  usual  way,  I presume,  did 
the  authorities  make  any  curtailment  of  tko  boundary 
as  suggested  by  the  Commissioners  1 — I can  give  you 
no  information  on  that  point,  os  the  minute  hook  of 
the  period  to  which  your  question  refers  is  not  in  my 
possession. 

What  is  the  area  of  the  town  ? — 375a.  3r.  3 Ip. 
That  is  the  present  area. 

• P^s  the  town  include  whole  townlands,  or  does 
it  subdivide  them  1 — It  contains  one  whole  townland 

Ballyplieason — and  portions  of  two  others — Ardna- 
nagh  and  Cloonbrackna.  Part  of  the  two  last  named 
townlands  are  inside  the  present  municipal  boundary'. 

13.  Taking  the  Roman  Catholic  chapel  as  the 
centre  of  the  town,  how  far  does  the  boundary  extend 
to  the  north! — About  a quarter  of  a mile. 


14.  To  the  south  how  far  does  it  extendi Some- 

thing more  than  that,  nearly  half  a mile. 

15.  To  the  east  7 — About  a quarter  of  a mile. 

1 G.  To  the  west  1 — About  a quarter  of  a mile. 

17.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  town! — £2,877  12s. 

18  And  upon  how  much  of  that  is  the  full  rate 
levied,  and  upon  how  much  is  the  one-fourth  levied  1 
— The  one-fourtli  is  upon  land. 

1 9.  Yes,  but  what  is  the  valuation  of  the  land  upon 
which  the  one-fourth  is  assessed  1— The  valuation  of 
houses  within  the  boundary  is  £2,344  15*,  aiicl  the 
valuation  of  land  within  the  boundary  is  £532  17s. 

20.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town  1 — Accord- 
to  Thom's  Almanac  the  population  at  the  last  census 
was  2,375. 

21.  Is  it  decreasing,  or  has  it  decreased,  since  the 
last  census  was  taken !— I can  form  no  accurate  opinion 
with  regard  to  that.  I would  be  inclined  to  say  that 
it  had  remained  stationary.  It  is  something  about  the 
same  now  that  it  was  then. 

22.  Are  there  many  houses  unoccupied  in  the  town  ? 
— There  are  some  houses  unoccupied,  ten  or  twelve. 

23.  The  town,  I understand,  is  not  divided  into 
wards  for  municipal  or  Poor  Law  purposes  1 — No. 

24.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  town  of  Ros- 
common situate  ! — In  the  electoral  division  of  Ros- 
common. 

25.  Is  it  wholly  within  that  electoral  division? — 
It  is. 

20.  If  a radius  of  a mile  all  round  from  the  centre  of 
the  town  was  taken,  would  it  still  be  within  the  elec- 
toral division  of  Roscommon  1 — It  would. 

27.  How  far  does  tlio  electoral  division  extend  in 
each  direction  1 — It  is  about  two  miles  in  circumfer- 
ence. 

28.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  electoral  division  1 
— £10,703  7s. 

29.  And  its  area! — 11,484a.  In.  33i>. 

30.  Ai'o  the  Board  of  Town  Commissioners  aware  of 
the  recommendation  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  that  the  boundaries  of  towns  should, 
as  far  as  possible;  be  made  coterminous  with  those  of 
Poor  Law  electoral  divisions  1 — They  are. 

31.  Were  they  aware  of  that  recommendation  wlieu 
they  made  the  replies  to  the  queries  submitted  to  them 
by  the  Municipal  Boundaries  Commissioners  1 — They 
were. 

32  Is  Roscommon  a good  market  town  1 — Tolerably 
good. 

33.  Do  the  people  of  the  entire  electoral  division  .of 
Roscommon  use  the  town  of  Roscommon  for  market 
purposes  1 — They  do. 

34.  What  are  the  rates  that  have  been  struck  within 
the  past  few  years.  I will  take  the  poor  rates  first  1 — In 
187  4 the  poor  rate  was  2s.  5 d.  in  the  pound  ; in  1875, 
2*  7 d,  ■,  in  1S76,  2*  Gd.  ; in  1877,  2*  8 d. j in  1878, 
2*  lOd.  ; in  1S79,  2*  Gd. 

35.  Was  any  portion  of  those  rates  a sanitary  rate, 
was  the  sanitary  rate  included  in  that? — No. 

30.  Has  there  been  any  sanitary  rate  ? — There  was 
a sanitary  rate  of  5 d.  in  the  pound  in  1878,  and  the 
present  sanitary  rate  is  6 d. 

37.  For  what  purpose  was  that  rate  struck  1 — For 
sanitary  purposes. 

38.  Was  it  struck  for  any  sanitary  work  in  the  way 
of  drainage  or-  water  supply  ? — There  was  a tank  put 
up  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  since  they  became  the 
sanitary  authority. 

39.  What  is  the  contributory  district  over  which 
that  sanitary  rate  is  assessed  ? — Three  townlands. 

40.  Three  entire  townlands  ? — No.  The  contributory 
district  comprises  the  entire  townland  of  Ballyplieason 
and  the  portions  of  the  townlands  of  Ardnauagli  and 
Cloonbrackna  within  the  municipal  boundary. 


Mr.  Johu 
Lambert. 
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41.  I understood  you  to  say  that  the  sanitary  rate 
was  struck  over  the  entire  of  those  three  townlands, 
is  that  sol — No,  sir. 

42.  Then  it  is  only  struck  oyer  the  town? — Yes. 

43.  Would  you  now  kindly  give  me  the  municipal 
rates  for  the  same  period  as  that  for  which  you  gave 
me  the  poor  rate? — The  municipal  rate  in  1874,  was  6d.; 
in  1875,  Is.  ;in  1876,  Is.  ; in  1877,  Is. ; and  in  1878,  Is. 

44.  Have  you  got  your  rate  for  1879  yet? — It  has 
not  yet  been  struck. 

45.  Was  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  of  1851 
adopted  for  all  purposes? — As  I told  you  before,  I 
have  no  record  showing  what  course  was  pursued  at 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Act  There  is  no 
minute  book  of  that  period  in  my  possession.  The 
first  minute  recorded  in  the  books  given  up  to  me  by 
the  late  clerk,  commenced  in  1858  or  1859. 

46.  How  long  have  you  been  in  office? — About 
three  years,  or  something  more.  As  far  as  I could  go 
over  the  old  Act,  and  form  a judgment,  I believe  the 
Act  was  adopted  in  its  entirely. 

47.  Do  you  believe  that  the  people  residing  within 
a mile  of  the  town  derive  advantage  from  the  proximity 
of  the  town  ? — It  is  my  opinion  that  they  do. 

48.  And  do  you  know  is  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  ? — And  that  is  the  opinion  of 
the  Commissioners  too. 

49.  Do  your  board  consider  that  any  improvements 
carried  out  for  the  good  of  the  town  are  also  for  the 
advantage  of  the  people  residing  outside  ? — They  do,  sir. 

50.  And  I suppose  the  board  consider  that  the 
people  living  outside  should  contribute  towards  the 
support  of  the  town  ?— They  are  of  that  opinion. 

51.  Is  the  town  all  lighted? — It  is  lighted  by 
twenty-two  lamps. 

52.  During  what  months  of  the  year  are  those 
lamps  lit? — From  the  1st  of  October  to  the  1st  of 
April— six  months.  The  winter  six  mouths  of  the  year. 

53.  Are  there  any  improvements  in  the  town  which 
are  required,  and  which  the  Commissioners  would 
carry  out,  if  they  had  an  increased  income? — I don’t 
know  of  any  special  improvements  that  they  contem- 
plate making,  if  they  got  an  increase  of  revenue. 

. 5i-  Have  they  ever  considered  the  question  of  becoi n- 
mg  the  sanitary  authority  ? — They  have. 

55.  Have  they  passed  a resolution  on  the  subject? 
— They  have. 

56.  Can  you  give  it  to  me  ? — I can ; I will  send  for 
it ; but  it  is  right  for  me  to  say  that  they  are  divided 
upon  that  subject. 

_ 5,7,:  -^re  they  aware  that  by  the  7th  section  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  of  1878,  they  can  obtain  a provi- 
sional order  from  the  Local  Government  Board?— 
They  are. 


58.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 
question  of  a transfer  of  the  Grand  Jury  powers  ? - 
They  have,  sir,  and  they  are  divided  on  that  subject  also. 

59.  Are  they  aware  that  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  of  last  session,  by  the  206th  section,  they  can  get 
a separation  from  the  Grand  Jury  by  a provisional 
order,  whether  the  Grand  Jury  withhold  their  consent 
or  not? — They  are. 

60.  Do  you  thini  they  have  that  in  contemplation? 
— llicy  are  divided  on  that  subject.  They  are  unani- 
mons  with  regard  to  the  extension  of  the  boundary, 
but  they  are  divided  with  regard  to  the  two  other 
questions. 

61.  Can  you  say  if  it  is  tile  opinion  of  those  people 
who  are  ui  favour  of  having  the  town  control  Ltd  by 
one  undivided  authority,  that  if  the  town  was  so 
managed,  they  would  require  an  increased  avea_if 
they  had  all  those  powers  vested  in  them  ? — I can  give 
no  opinion  with  regard  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
what  they  think  on  the  subject.  The  Chairman  will 
probably  be  able  to  tell  you  as  to  that. 

62.  Have  you  lived  in  the  town  for  any  length  of 
time  ? - No,  sir.  I live  outside  the  town  about  a mile 
but  I have  an  office  in  the  town. 

63.  Are  the  lands  in  the  portions  of  the  townlands 
of  Ardnanagh  and  Cloonbrackna  principally  occupied 
as  accommodation  lands  and  townparks  ?— Some  por- 


tions of  them  are,  and  some  are  not.  They  are  chieflv 
held  as  largo  grass  farms.  •> 

64.  Can  you  say  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  Wl 
close  outside  the  town— within  half  a mile  of  th 
centre  of  the  town — is  more  valuable,  on  account  of  its 
proximity  to  the  town  ?— Certainly  it  is.  I wffi 
you  a reason  for  that,  sir.  For  instance,  the  grass  of 
a cow  on  laud  that  Is  adjacent  to  the  town  would  be 
charged  for  at  the  rate  of  £4  or  .£4  I Os.,  whereas  at 
a distance  from  the  town,  you  will  get  it  for  £3  or  £3 
5s.,  and,  therefore,  tho  value  of  the  land  within  i 
radius  of  a mile  of  the  town  is  very  much  enhanced. 

65.  That  is  an  advantage  to  the  landlord.  Thefactof 
tlu1.  land  beingmore  valuable  on  account  of  its  proximity 
to  the  town, is  not  thatan  advantage  to  the  landlord  anil 
not  to  the  tenant,  as  the  municipal  rates  are  assessed  on 
the  tenant  ? — It  is  of  advantage  to  the  landlords  ami 
to  the  tenant  also,  I think  ; both  parties  have  benefit 

66.  Do  the  people  who  avail  themselves  of  your 
markets  have  the  advantage  of  the  lights  until  they 
go  out  of  the  town  ? — They  have,  in  the  winter  sea- 
son as  well  as  the  townspeople. 

67.  Are  there  any  sanitary  improvements  required 
for  the  town  ? — The  late  County  Surveyor  gave  an  es- 
timate, according  to  which  he  estimated  that  a sum  of 
£2,360  would  be  required  for  the  sanitary  improvement 
of  the  town.  He  drew  a map  of  the  necessary  sewers 
that  were  required  in  the  town. 


68.  Is  not  the  town  sewered  at  all'? — It  is  only  par- 
tially sewered. 

69.  Have  you  ever  applied  to  the  Guardians  to  have 
these  sewers  carried  out  ? — No,  sir  ; I don’t  think  the 
Commissioners  ever  applied  to  the  Guardians.  The 
townspeople  opposed  the  scheme,  as  they  considered 
it  too  expensive. 

70.  If  the  Commissioners  became  the  sanitary  au- 
thority, and  had  an  increased  area  of  taxation,  do  you 
think  they  would  carry  out  improvements  in  the  town! 
— 1.  think  they  would,  if  they  had  funds  to  do  so. 

71.  If  you  had  an  increased  area  of  taxation  and 
larger  funds,  they  would  increase  the  gaslight?— Yes. 

72.  Hitherto  you  hit  vn  struck  the  whole  lute  ? — No, 
in  1874,  only  6 il. 

73.  1‘u  the  last  five  years  you  have  struck  the  whole 
rate  of  Is.? — Yes;  except  in  one  year  1874,  when 
wo  only  struck  a rate  of  Gil. 

7 4.  Did  the  Commissioners  pass  a resolution  on  the 
subject  of  an  extension  of  the  boundaries  ? — I sum- 
moned a meeting  of  the  Commissioners  to  reconsider 
the  matter  on  Friday  last,  and  the  minute  book  states 
that  there  was  a special  meeting  of  tho  Commissioners 
held,  on  Friday,  tho  26tli  of  September,  1879 — pre- 
sent, five  Commissioners,  including  the  Chairman— 
nine  is  the  number,  but  there  is  one  vacancy — and  it 
was  resolved — 


“ That  we  recommend  an  extension  of  the  existing  boun- 
daries of  the  town  of  lioscommon,  so  that  the  townlands 
of  Ardsallaghbeg,  Ardsallaglimoro,  Cloonybyrne,  Gallows- 
town,  Loughnanane,  Lisnamult,  Sleeveenagee,  and  Listra- 
brancil,  be  added  to  the  present  area,  together  with  the 
portions  of  the  townlands  of  Ardnanagh  nnd  Cloonbrackna 
at  present  outside  the  municipal  boundary.” 

That  was  the  last  resolution. 

75.  That  would  go  to  tho  north  a mile  from  the 
centre  of  the  town  ? — It  would  go  more  than  that  It 
would  go  to  the  north  a mile  in  addition  to  the  former 
area — about  an  English  mile  to  the  north  as  nearly  as 
possible. 

7 6.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  wliafc  is  the 
amount  of  the  valuation  for  that  additional  area  ?— 
There  are  1,935a.  3r.  32p.  in  the  contemplated  exten- 
sion, and  the  valuation  is  £1,901  5s. 

77.  What  income  would  that  produce  at  the  one- 
fourth  rate  1 — The  revenue  on  a valuation  of  £1.9U- 
15s.,  at  13d.  in  the  pound,  would  be  £23  15s.  3d.  The 
revenue  on  about  94  houses,  at  as  near  an  approxima- 
tion as  I can  make,  on  a valuation  of  £2  10s.  each- 
some  may  be  for  more,  and  others  may  be  for  le®) 
but  striking  an  average — rated  at  Is.  the  income 
would  be  £11  15s., — -that  would  make  a total  of  £■) 
10s.  3d.,  and  that  would  be  the  probable  revenoe. 
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78.  Do  you  consider  that  the  people  residing  within 
this  extended  area  derive  as  much  advantage  from 
the  town  as  that  if  they  have  to  pay  a quota  of  ad- 
ditional taxation,  it  would  not  press  unduly  hard  on 
them  ? — That  is  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners. 

79.  What  is  the  reason  for  including  those  town- 
lands? — The  Commissioners  have  required  funds  to 
carry  on  works  of  improvement. 

80.  The  Commissioners  consider  that  they  cannot 
maintain  the  necessary  works  of  the  town  with  the 
present  income  ? — Yes. 

81.  And  on  this  ground  they  argue  that  the  people 
residing  in  close  proximity  to  the  town  should  con- 
tribute to  the  maintenance  of  the  town? — Yes. 

82.  On  the  understanding  that  any  improvement  to 
the  town  would  be  a benefit  to  them  ? — Yes. 

83.  Were  there  any  other  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Commissioners? — Yes,  there  were. 

84.  I would  like  to  get  the  previous  ones  passed 
on  the  subject  of  the  boundaries? — Yes,  yon  shall 
have  them.  There  was  a resolution  passed  on  the 
22nd  of  November,  1878.  That  was  a meeting  as- 
sembled in  order  to  reply  to  the  series  of  queries  sent 
by  the  Municipal  Boundaries  Commissioners  for  re- 
plies. There  were  seven  Commissioners  present,  in- 
cluding the  chairman. 

“ It  was  resolved — That  a Committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Green,  Finlay,  and  Doorlcy  be  appointed  to  draw 
up  answers  to  the  questions  contained  in  the  communica- 
tion received  from  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  area  of  the  municipal  towns  in  Ireland,  so  far  as  such 
questions  relate  to  the  town  of  Roscommon,  and  that  an 
extension  of  the  existing  boundaries  to  about  an  English 
mile  be  recommended.” 

85.  Is  that  the  only  i-csolution  ?— That  and  the 
other  one  I have  read. 

86.  Was  it  unanimously  adopted  ? — Yes. 

87.  Did  the  Committee  furnish  a report  ? — Yes, 
they  did. 

88.  Will  you  hand  me  in  a copy  of  that  report  ? — 
I will  send  you'  one. 

S9.  Are  there  any  other  sources  of  income  that  the 
Commissioners  have  beyond  the  rates  ? — From  weigh- 
ing machine  and  scales  they  derived  last  year  .£25. 
They  derive  incomes  from  both  courts — from  the 
petty- sessions  court  and  the  borough  court — between 
£7  and  £9. 

90.  And  clog  tax  ? — Yes. 

91.  What  was  the  entire  municipal  income  for  the 
last  year? — £132  2s.  'Id. 

92.  And  what  was  the  expenditure  ? — £130  17s.  id. 

94.  The  Commissioners  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
light  the  entire  of  the  town? — They  have,  but  the 
suburbs  are  not  lighted  ; but  the  chief  parts  of  the 
town  are  lighted. 

95.  Is  there  land  within  the  town  available  for  build- 
ing ? — Yes,  there  is. 

96.  Is  there  any  tendency  to  build  outside  the  pre- 
sent municipal  boundary  ? — No. 

97.  Are  there  any  building  operations  going  on 
within  the  town  ? — There  are. 

98.  In  which  direction  ? — In  the  direction  of  the 
railway. 

99.  Is  the  town  lit  to  the  extreme  limits  ? — It  is,  as 
far  as  the  population  and  the  houses  go. 

100.  What  opportunity  have  you  had  of  ascertain- 
ing the  feeling  of  the  ratepayers  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  extension  ? — I have  never  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  ascertaining  the  feeling  of  the  ratepayers,  and 
1 Tm ^Ve  n0  ^onnati°n  on  the  subject. 

101.  Were  the  ratepayers  aware  that  this  inquiry 
was  to  take  place  here  ? — There  were  placards  printed 
and  posted  up  in  the  town. 

up^^  ^ay^~On  the  23rd  they  were  posted 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Holmes. 

, You  said  that  a person  living  within  a mile  of 

e town  has  the  benefit  of  the  town  ? — Yes,  for  town 
tana. 

he10fi  ATe  they  benefited  by  it? — -Yes,  they  are 


105.  Where  are  the  next  market  towns  from  Ros-  Roscommox. 

common? — Ballygar  is  one,  it  is  about  seven  Irish  Sept. 29,  isto. 
miles;  Strokestown  is  another,  about  nine  Irish  ,r  ~— 
miles  ; Athloue  is  another.  limber? 

106.  Do  not  people  living  half  way  between  this 
ancl  Ballygar  and  Strokestown  get  as  much  benefit 
as  those  within  a mile  of  the  town? — We  do  not  pro- 
pose to  include  them. 

107.  But  they  get  just  as  much  benefit  as  those 

who  reside  in  the  town,  or  within  a mile  of  it  ? Yes 

they  do;  decidedly  they  do. 

10S.  With  regard  to  the  present  borough  area,  the 
whole  of  tlic  buildings  are  within  the  area,  there  are 
none  outside  of  it — there  are  no  houses  outside  the 
area  ? — There  are  some  farm  houses. 

109.  But  there  are  no  villas? — No,  sir,  there  are 
no  houses  of  that  kind. 

110.  The  . present  boundary  includes  the  whole  of 
the  real  town  of  Roscommon  ? — It  does. 

111.  Will  you  tell  me  in  what  way  the  Commis- 
sioners are  improving  the  town,  or  do  they  ever  do 
anything  to  improve  it  ? — Oh,  they  do. 

112.  I11  what  way? — Recently  they  made  flagged 
footways — sixteen  perches. 

113.  Where? — In  Goff-street. 

1 14.  Out  of  their  own  funds  ? — Yes,  at  £3  a perch. 

115.  How? — They  paid  £2  themselves,  ancl  the 
Grand  Jury  contributed  £1. 

116.  You  say  the  people  living  about  the  town 
have  the  benefit  of  the  gas  ? — Yes. 

117.  Have  what  benefit  from  the  gas? — It  is  a 
benefit  to  have  the  town  and  the  streets  lighted. 

118.  What  benefit  does  Ardsallaghmore  get  from 
this  town  ? — If  pcojile  come  here  to  transact  their 
business  at  night  they  derive  benefit. 

119.  Do  the  people  from  Strokestown  and  Ballygar 
get  equal  beuefit  ? — I have  said  so  before. 

120.  Have  the  people  of  Ardsallaghmore  any 
special  benefit  ? — I don’t  think  they  have  any  special 
benefit. 

121.  I see  that  this  meeting  of  the  Commissioners 
on  the  26th  was  signed  by  five  Commissioners? — It  is 
not  signed ; there  wore  five  present. 

122.  Was  it  approved  of  by  the  five  Commissioners  ? 

— Yes. 

123.  There  are  eight  Commissioners? — Yes. 

124.  How  is  it  that  the  other  three  were  not  pre- 
sent at  that  meeting? — I cannot  account  for  that; 
they  were  summoned. 

125.  Is  it  because  they  were  disapproving  of  the 
course  pursued  by  the  others  that  they  did  not  attend  ? 

— No,  sir. 

Cross- examined  by  Mr.  Kelly,  B.L. 

126.  I think  you  stated  that  the  total  income  of 
the  Town  Commissioners  is  about  £180? — No,  six. 

The  income  from  rates  was  £123. 

127.  What  have  you  done  with  the  balance — does 
that  remain  unexpended  ? — They  have  expended  about 
£45  on  footways,  and  £17  on  water  channels  in 
Lanesborougli-street. 

128.  Do  the  Town  Commissioners  purpose  to  put 
in  lamps  or  to  expend  any  money  on  the  roadways  of 
the  extended  district  ? — I think  they  do. 

129.  How  much  income  do  they  expect  to  get  from 
it — £35  a year  ? — Yes. 

130.  Do  you  know  how  much  is  laid  out  by  the 
Grand  Jury  upon  these  roads  and  footpaths  within  a 
mile  and  a half  of  the  town  ? — I do. 

131.  Do  any  of  the  Town  Commissioners  hold  any  land 
in  this  district  over  which  they  intend  to  extend  the 
area  ? — I am  not  aware  that  any  of  them  hold  any  land. 

132.  Is  Mr.  Green’s  land  outside  the  district  to  be 
taken  in  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

133.  Is  Mr.  Dooley’s? — Yes,  it  is. 

134.  Is  the  Chairman’s  land  within  tire  district 
proposed  to  be  taken  in  ? — No,  I don’t  think  it  is. 

135.  How  long  do  you  know  the  town?— I have 
about  eleven  years  experience  of  the  town. 

136.  You  have  seen  this  map  produced  here — the 
Ordnance  map  ? — I have  not  seen  it. 
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Roscommon.  137.  Do  you  know  how  many  houses  are  in  the 
Sep t.  29, 1879.  town  between  the  turn  leading  to  the  old  castle  ancl 
•Mr  John  the  town  boundary! — I don’t  know,  but  I can  tell 
Lambert.  you  how  many  houses  there  are  in  the  different  town- 
lauds  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  boundary. 

1 38.  Do  you  know  how  many  old  houses  have  been 
pulled  down  in  Castle-street  within  the  last  few  years  ? 
— I think  there  have  been  a great  many. 

139.  Do  you  know  that  the  valuation  of  Castle- 
street  has  diminished  very  much? — Yes,  I know  the 
valuation  in  houses  has  diminished  very  much. 

140.  Do  you  know  the  north  of  the  town,  what 
kind  of  land  it  is — is  it  not  Lord  Essex’s  land,  and 
is  it  not  divided  into  demesne  lands? —I  believe  so. 


par,  Mr.  Kelly  has  two  limk,  two  “tSn.tmf"* 
houses? — I am  not  aware.  me 

_J*20  Eo  *°u  know  tlu!  towal.m.1  of  Loughnauanel 

143.  What  benefit  would  that  townknd 

any  extension  or  tax  it  1_I  will  tell  voS  2® 
belongs  to  you,  an, l you  charge  for  the  gri  „f  , ‘ ~ 

0,1  tlll!  ‘I'nt townland,  and  the  m. 

of  that  cow  outer, la  that  townhmd-two  or  tlm> 
miles  outside  the  town— yon  would  get  for  £3. 

144.  How  many  gracing  news  won  on  tint  tad 
this  year  ? — I oaunot  say. 


Mr.  L.  M.  Hynes,  examined. 


145.  Mr.  Robinson. — You  are  Chairman  of  the 
Town  Commissioners  ? — I am. 

146.  Have  you  been  resident  in  Roscommon  for 
any  length  of  time? — Yes. 

147.  Were  you  a Commissioner  before  you  were 
elected  chairman? — Yes. 

148.  And  were  you  a Commissioner  when  the  town 
first  came  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  of 
1854?— No. 

149.  How  many  years  have  you  been  a Commis- 
sioner ? — Fifteen. 

150.  And  you  were  present,  I understand,  at  the 
meeting  at  which  this  question  of  the  municipal 
boundary  was  considered  ? — Yes. 

151.  And  it  is  your  opinion,  I take  it,  that  there 
should  be  an  extension  of  the  boundary  ? — I think  so. 

152.  To  what  extent? — About  a mile. 

153.  And  wliat  are  your  reasons  for  wishing  an 
extension  ? — My  reason  is  to  give  additional  funds  to 
our  town,  and  with  the  view  of  decreasing  the  towns- 
people’s taxation. 

154.  Do  the  taxes  bear  heavily  on  the  townspeople 
at  present? — Yes. 

155.  And  the  town  funds  at  present  available  are 
insufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

15G.  Arc  there  any  improvements  which  you  would 

carry  out  in  the  town  if  you  had  increased  funds  ? 

Yes. 

157.  What  are  they  ? — Making  paths  and  flaggings, 
and  things  like  that. 

158.  Do  you  think  that  the  people  residing  within 
the  proposed  extended  area  derive  advantages  from 
their  proximity  to  the  town  ? — I do. 

159.  Roscommon  is  a good  market  town  ? — It  is. 

160.  Is  Roscommon  the  market  town  for  all  the 
people  you  propose  to  bring  in  ? — It  is. 

161.  On  the  other  hand  all  the  money  they  get 
from  the  sale  of  the  produce  goes  into  the  hands  of 
the  townspeople,  so  that  they  keep  up  the  town  to  a 
certain  extent? — Yes. 

162.  Do  you  think  they  would  object  to  be  assessed 
for  the  rates  of  the  town  ? — I should  think  they  would. 

163.  Do  you  think  the  sanitary  work  would  be 
better  done  by  the  Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

1 64.  This  extended  area  is  simply  for  the  purpose 

of  enabling  you  to  do  your  business  as  Commissioners 
under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? Yes. 

165.  Is  there  sufficient  land  within  the  town 
available  for  all  purposes  ? — I think  so. 

, 1 66-  -Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  ascertainin'* 
the  feeling  of  the  ratepayers  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  extension  ? — I have. 

167.  You  have  spoken  to  several  of  them  ? — I have. 

168.  Are  they  not  in  favour  of  the  extension  of  the 
boundary  ? — Y es. 

. -^9.  Does  Mr.  Lambert’s  evidence  express  your 
views? — Yes,  it  does,  sufficiently. 

170.  And  the  views  of  your  board? — Yes. 

171.  You  were  unanimous  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Town  Commissioners? — Yes. 


172.  And  yon  think  you  represent  the  feeling  of 

the  ratepayers  ? — Y es.  ° 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Holms. 

173.  Is  this  inquiry  attended  by  any  independent 
people  from  the  town,  that  is  to  say,  by  independeut  ‘ 
townspeople? — The  town  is  represented  by  the  Com- 
missioners ; they  think  that  sufficient. 

174.  How  many  Commissioners  are  there  here?— 
There  are  three  Commissioners  here. 

175.  I believe  there  1ms  been  no  election  of  Com- 
missioners since  this  notice  came — since  this  Commis- 
sion was  appointed  ? — W e thought  it  was  not  necessary. 

176.  Is  it  necessary  or  not?  Has  there  been  any 
election  of  Commissioners  since  this  Commission  has 
been  in  force? — No. 

177.  And  there  are  none  of  them  here? — No. 

178.  Did  the  townspeople  authorize  you  as  a body 
to  tell  tlio  Commissioner  hero  their  opinion  ? — No,  the 
townspeople  did  not. 

179.  How  do  you  know  that  the  ratepayers  approve 
of  it? — From  conversation. 

180.  From  casual  conversation.  "Why  didn't  the 
tlio  people  who  expressed  those  views  come  here? — I 
suppose  they  did  not  consider  it  necessary  ; in  fact,  I 
dare  say,  they  did  not  think  they  would  be  allowed  to 
come  here. 

181.  Do  you  think  that  people  living  within  a mile 
of  the  town  get  the  benefit  of  the  market  here?— Yes. 

182.  May  I ask  you  wlmt  they  sell  generally?— 

Hay,  straw,  turf,  eggs 

183.  Where  do  the  eggs  go  to? — I cannot  answer 
that. 

184.  Are  they  bought  for  the  English  market? — 

I suppose  so. 

185.  Then  it  is  the  Euglish  people  get  the  benefit 
and  not  the  townspeople? — Well,  I don’t  know  about 
that.  Don’t  you  know  that  the  people  coming  to  the 
market  have  the  benefit  of  selling  their  eggs  there 

186.  Do  they  benefit  more  than  the  people  two  or 
three  miles  away  ? — Yes,  they  do. 

187.  What  benefit  do  the  people  at  the  end  of  Ard- 
sallaghmore  get  from  the  gaslight? — They  do  get 
benefits. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Kelly. 

188.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
missioners when  it  was  ordered  that  these  placards 
should  be  printed  1 — When  our  clerk  received  notice 
from  the  Boundary  Commissioners  that  the  inquiry 
would  be  here  on  this  day,  he  came  to  me  with  that 
notice,  and  I directed  him  to  get  placards  printed,  and 
some  were  sent  to  the  principal  people. 

189.  Did  you  send  notices  to  the  people  whose  pro- 
perty would  be  affected  by  the  proposed  boundary?— 
We  posted  them  in  the  town. 

190.  Are  you  aware  that  nineteen  years  ago  this 
matter  was  investigated  before  ? — Yes. 

191.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  records  of  the  town 
containing  the  replies  on  the  subject? — I have  not. 

192.  Where  are  those  records  1 — I don’t  know. 
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193.  I appear  here  to  represent  myself.  You  have 
heard  that  the  townland  of  Lisnamult  is  sought  to  be 
included,  and  Mr.  Hynes  says  that  the  residents  will  be 
benefited.  I wish  to  state  that  there  is  only  a herd’s 
house  on  that  land,  and  the  principal  part  of  that  is 
the  land  of  a gentleman  who  farms  and  lives  away 
from  it,  and  he  would  have  been  here  to-day  if  he  had 
known  anything  about  the  inquiry.  Now,  I want  to 
tell  you  what  has  occurred  in  the  past  with  reference 
to  this  township.  About  the  year  1860,  a memorial, 
of  which  this  is  a copy,  was  sent  to  the  then  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  the  day.  It  stated : — 

“ That  the  highest  rate  allowed  on  the  valuation  of  pre- 
mises, within  the  present  boundaries  of  the  town,  which 
amounts  to  £106  16s.,  is  wholly  inadequate  to  afi'ord  the 
Commissioners  the  means  of  availing  themselves  of  public 
lights  for  the  town,  which  are  now  within  their  reach,  in 
consequence  of  the  establishment  of  a gas  company  under 
the  Limited  Liability  Act.  That  your  memorialists  respect- 
fully request  that  your  Excellency  may  be  graciously  pleased 
under  the  powers  vested  in  you  by  the.  5th  section  of  the  17th 
& 18th  of  Victoria,  c.  103,  to  permit  them  to  extend  the 
boundaries  of  the  town,  so  as  to  include  the  townlands  in 
the  schedule  hereunto  annexed,  being  the  townlands  imme- 
diately adjoining  the  existing  boundaries,  whereby,  an 
increased  revenue  of  £76  16s.  4 id.  would  be  afforded  them, 
thus  making  their  total  income  £183  1 3s.  2Jd.,  out  of  which 
they  would  be  enabled  to  procure  the  benefit  of  public  lights 
and  other  improvements, which  would  be  an  equal  advantage 
to  occupiers  of  the  premises  within  the  proposed  limits,  as 
well  a9  to  those  within  the  present  boundaries. 

“Schedule  referred  to,  being  the  proposed  boundaries  of  the 
town  of  Roscommon. 

“ The  extreme  lim'ts  of  the  following  townlands : — 
Acres,  Ardkeel,  that  portion  of  Ardnanagli  not  included 
within  the  present  boundaries,  Ardsallaghbeg,  Ardsallagh- 
more,  Ballinagard,  Ballybohan,  Ballybride,  Barnhill, 
Bohergowove,  that  portion  of  Carrownabrickna  not  included 
within  the  present  boundaries,  Emmol,  Gallowstown, 
Killearney,  Lisnamult,  Loughnaneane,  Cloonybeimc, 
Ranelagh,  Sleeveenagee,  Stonepark,  and  ljallymartinmore.” 
Well,  we  got  up  that  memorial  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  day,  and  the  answer  we  got  from  him 
was,  that  no  lands  would  be  included,  save  and  ex 
ceptwhat  would  constitute  the  town,  and  the  suburbs 
of  the  town.  We.  got  an  answer  to  this  effect,  and 
of  which  the  Town  Commissioners  should  also  be  per- 
fectly aware,  that  they  could  not  sanction  the  change — 
that  the  original  limits  were  carefully  adopted,  and 
seemed  to  His  Excellency  fully  adequate  to  the  wants 
of  the  town,  and  were  equally  as  extensive  as  those  of 
other  towns  of  a like  population. 

194.  And  you  consider  that  ruling  applies  how  1 — 
Yes ; you  have  the  evidence  of  the  Chairman  before 
you — that  they  do  not  intend  to  avail  themselves  of  any 
of  the  additional  Acts  ; that  they  do  not  intend  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  Sanitary  Acts ; they  dp  not  in- 
tend to  abolish  the  Grand  Jury ; but,  they  intend  only 
to  act  under  the  old  Towns  Improvement  Act — there- 
fore they  are  in  exactly  the  same  position  that  they 
were  in  then. 

195.  Has  the  town  increased  since  then? — It  has 
increased  to  the  extent  of  four  or  five  public  buildings. 


They  have  a gas  works  and  a Presbyterian  church,  and  Se'"-  -*•  lm‘ 
manse.  There  has  been  nothing  of  importance  built  Mr.  $.  M. 
in  the  town  within  the  last  eight  or  nine  years  to  my  Hy’nci 
knowledge.  Those  I have  mentioned  were  built  about 
that  time,  and  subsequent  to  the  memorial  being  sent. 

At  that  time  the  Lord  Lieutenant  considered  that  an 
income  of  £106  16s.  was  ample.  Now  it  is  increased 
to  £230  odd,  and  they  do  not  intend  to  do  anything 
morethantlien.  Wliatrigh fc  have  they  to  go  in  toextend 
and  take  in  my  lands  which  are  out  in  the  country, 
and  which  constitute  a farm  1 What  good  would  the 
gaslight  be  to  me  ; it  would  in  no  sense  be  an  improve- 
ment to  my  property.  There  are  a number  of  farmers 
round  the  country  who  would  be  here  to-day  were  it 
possible  for  them,  for  they  were  forthcoming  for  this 
memorial  when  it  was  signed  ; and  when  I heard  of 
this  application,  I was  told  by  the  officials  of  Dublin 
Castle  to  get  up  a memorial,  and  it  would  be  considered, 
and  you  will  find  there  the  reasons  why  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  refused  to  comply  with  their  proposal. 

You  have  it  on  the  evidence  of  the  Chairman,  that  he 
does  not  intend  to  do  anything  except  what  was  done 
under  the  old  Towns  Improvement  Act,  and  under 
that  Act  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  of  opinion  that 
£106  16s.  was  an  income  quite  sufficient  for  them. 

The  Lord  Lieutenant  having  said  that  the  income  was 
sufficient  for  that  purpose,  in  a town  of  2,000  in- 
habitants, and  would  not  interfere,  I do  not  see  any 
reason  for  a contrary  course  now.  I would  submit 
these  things  to  you  now,  and  I ask  you,  also,  to  con- 
sider that  we  are  labouiing  under  great  difficulties 
from  not  having  got  sufficient  notice  of  this  inquiry. 

If  we  had,  we  would  have  got  any  number  of  people 
from  the  outside  districts  to  tell  you  their  story  in 
opposition  to  the  increase,  and  we  would  have  got  the 
proprietors  to  come  forward.  I can  state  that  Lord 
Essex,  who  is.  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
town,  and  his  property  about  it,  is  distinctly  opposed 
to  this  ; almost  every  inch  of  this  land  is  Lord  Essex’s 
land,  and  he  disapproves  of  these  transactions.  The 
Lord  Lieutenant  says  he  cannot  sanction  the  change, 
and  further,  that  the  original  limits  were  carefully 
adopted,  and  seem  to  His  Excellency  fully  adequate  to 
the  wants  of  the  town  ; he  evidently  considered  that 
there  was  no  corresponding  benefit  given  to  any  per- 
sons outside  the  town ; and  that  the  townspeople  got 
all  the  benefits  themselves;  and  that  there  was  no 
benefit  to  the  sheep  and  cattle  of  the  outside  district. 

196.  I understand  that  you  consider  no  extension  is 
desirable  ? — Cei-tainly. 

197.  Do  you  consider  that  the  people  who  come  into 
the  town  of  Roscommon  are  a benefit  to  the  town  ? — 

Some  of  them  are — at  any  rate,  they  are  the  life  of  the 
town. 

198.  Is  your  theory  that,  instead  of  the  town  giving 
thorn  a benefit,  they  confer  a benefit  on  the  town  ? — It 
could  not  exist  without  them  ; the  shops  are  altogether 
supported  by  the  country  people. 

198.  And  you  consider  that,  if  they  were  brought 
in,  it  would  be  a hardship? — Yes. 


Mr.  J.  J.  Kelly  examined  by  Mr.  Kelly,  Barrister-at-Law. 


199.  Are  you  authorized  to  state  what  Lord  Essex’s 
views  are  on  the  subject  ? — I am. 

200.  You  have  had  a telegram  from  the  head  agent, 
stating  that  he  is  totally  opposed  to  any  extension  of 
the  boundaries  of  the  town  ? — Yes,  I have  ; and  I am 
perfectly  aware  that  that  is  his  opinion. 

201.  Is  he  the  owner  of  a portion  of  the  land  him- 
self ? — He  is  the  owner  of  almost  all  the  land,  and  I 
myself  am  a tenant  for  £495  of  what  would  come  in- 
side. 

202.  How  many  townlands  do  you  hold  surround- 
ing the  town  ? — Four  portions  of  townlands. 

203.  Four  of  these  denominations — the  greater  part 
of  them  — is  in  your  own  hands  ? — Yes. 

204.  And  do  you  hold  direct  under  Lord  Essex  1 — 
Yes. 


205.  What  is  your  valuation  in  Cloonybeiiue  ?— 
£240. 

206.  What  is  your  valuation  in  the  townland  of 
Loughneneane  ? — £153  15s. 

207.  What  is  your  valuation  iu  the  townland  of 
Ballybride? — £116  5s. 

208.  And  what  is  your  valuation  in  the  townland 
of  Gloonbrackna  ? — £85  10s. 

209.  These  come  to  £595  10*.  ? — -Yes. 

210.  How  many  houses  are  there  upon  the  whole  of 
that  belonging  to  whatever  tenants  there  may  be  ? — 
There  are  only  five  inhabited  houses  and  two  cotters 
that  are  valued  for  nothing.  They  are  nil  in  the 
valuation,  and  my  own  house  and  two  herds’  houses 
valued,  one  for  15s.  and  the  other  for  30s. 

3R2 


Mr.  .T.  J. 

Kelly. 
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211.  Are  tliose  houses  far  from  the  town— abCm't 
half  a mile  from  tlie  town  ? — All  average  half  a mile 
from  the  town  and  more. 

212.  Mr.  Bagot’s.  of  Lisnanmlt,  is  £195  of  a,  valua- 
tion ? — Yes.  There  is  only  one  herd’s  house  in  that. 

• 213.  In  the  nearest  of  those  denominations  to  the 
town.  What  part  of  Gloonheirne  do  you  reside  in  1 — 
I reside  in  that  townland. 

" 214.  What  is  the  part  you  reside  in  called? — I call 
it  my  demesne. 

215.  That  is  the  demesne  of  Essex  Lawn? — Yes. 

216.  Another  townland,  the  whole  of  which  is  in- 
tended to  he  included  within  this  district — Lough- 
nanane — in  which  your  valuation  is  £153  15s. — what 
is  the  nature  or  quality  of  that  land  ? — Grazing ■ it  is 
grazing  land. 

217.  Is  it  at  present  partially  flooded  ? — It  is. 


218  Tim  portion  n>  the  town  is  ,u„iet 
Yes,  there  is  two  feet  of  water  on  it.  1 

219.  Do  you  get  any  honefit  in  the 

stock  from  the  town  1— -Thin  year  I Un.^S^S 
beasts.  11, ore  arc  some  people  to  whom  Ig„e  „» 

— m,t  chu:e° **** 

220.  The  Ooiu.iMiomR._YM  are  w to  tti, 

“ST?  y°'"'  0'T“  '"“f ' 1— Yes,  undoubtedly  ' 

221.  Is  there  any  part  of  tlie  whole  elicit  rffc 

town,  round  about  the  town  that  is  likely  to  be  Ml 
out  m streets  or  built  upon  ?— No,  and  I wisll  to  “ 
that  for  a mile  on  my  side  of  the  town  the  Grand 
Jury  have  made  very  good  footpaths,  and  I don't 
think  any  improvement  could  he  made  in  it  and  on 
the  road  leading  to  the  demesne  there  is  a verv 
footpath  there  ali-eady.  ^ ° 


Mr.  Joseph 
Holmes. 


Mr.  Joseph  Holmes  examined. 


222.  The  Commissioner. — Where  do  you  reside? 
— Within  the  town. 

223.  Have  you  any  property  outside  the  town  ? — 
I represent  some  very  large  proprietors — Captain 
Robert  Goff,  Lord  Crofton,  and  Colonel  Caulfield,  and 
they  all  objeet  to  the  proposed  extension  of  the 
boundary. 

224.  On  what  grounds  are  they  all  opposed  to  it  ? — 
Of  the  1,900  acres  that  it  is  proposed  to  add  to  the 
borough,  at  least  1,500  acres  or  more  of  that  are  under 
grass,  and  in  the  occupation  of  large  grass  farmers 
who  merely  occupy  them  through  their  herds.  The 
rest  of  them  are  inhabited ; so  that  there  is  a very 
small  population  indeed  that  will  have  any  benefit. 
They  will  pay  for  it. 

225.  You  consider  that  the  benefit  is  mutual  ?- 
They  have  no  benefit  at  all.  The  benefit  is  for  the 
town. 


22G.  You  have  heard  Mr.  Bagot’s  evidence  ?— Yes. 

227.  And  you  coincide  with  what  he  has  stated  ?— 
les;  the  town  is  altogether  supported  by  the  country 
— by  the  farming  population. 

228.  Do  you  think  that  the  country  and  the  fanning 
population  would  have  any  objection  to  pay  a quota 
of  taxation  if  it  would  improve  the  town  ? — I have  no 
doubt  they  would. 

229.  Do  you  think  it  is  an  advantage  for  the  people 
coming  mto  the  town  to  have  it  well  lit  and  well  kept? 
— It  is  well  lit,  hut  ic  is  not  well  kept. 

230.  Do  you  think  it  is  an  advantage  to  the  people 
to  have  the  town  well  lit  ? — I don’t  think  it  is  a great 
advantage,  as  long  as  they  are  in  the  town,  and  use 
the  shops. 


231.  Supposing  the  town  is  well  kept,  don’t  you 
consider  it  an  advantage  to  the  country  people?— 1 
don’t  think  it  is.  They  spend  their  time  on  the  land 
They  don’t  spend  their  time  in  the  town. 

232.  You  do  not  think  it  matters  whether  it  is  clean 
or  dirty?—!  don’t  think  it  does.  It  is  not  a town  of 
a wonderfully  enticing  character. 

233.  You  do  not  think  it  is  right  that  the  towns- 
people should  tax  them  for  the  benefits  they  now 
enjoy?— The  town,  I am  sorry  to  say,  has,  like  every 
.other  town,  got  poor — poor  in  this  way,  that  the 
people  outside  the  town  cannot  lay  out  as  much  money 
as  they  used  to  do,  and  the  consequence  is  that 
people  are  not  in  the  some  independent  circumstances 
that  they  were,  and  it  would  not  bo  fair  to  throw  some 
of  the  taxation  upon  this  2,000  acres,  and  to  relieve 
the  town  thus  of  portion  of  its  burdens. 

234.  You  consider  the  town  a falling  town.  Do 
you  consider  that  I lie  peoplo  outside  should  assist  in 
keeping  it  up  ? — I don’t  think  so  ; that  would  be  ven 
unfair.  It  has  been  a falling  town  since  the  rural 
population  is  decreasing.  We  havo  fewer  houses  and 
fewer  tenants  I am  sorry  to  say. 

235.  Do  you  think  that. if  tliis  enlarged  area  was 
taken  in  the  town  might  bo  hotter  maintained?— Do 
you  mean  to  keep  up  the  trade  of  the  town  ? 

23G.  I don’t  mean  that  ? — It  would  not  bring  Is. 
more  into  the  town. 

237.  Mr.  Kelly. — Lord  Essex  has  laid  out  £200  in 
the  sewering  of  Castle-street,  and  is  willing  to  lay  out 
nay  more  money  that  may  he  necessary  for  rendering, 
in  a proper  sanitary  condition,  tho  portion  of  the  towu 
belonging  to  him. 


Mr.  Lambert,  Town  Clerk,  re-examinecl  by  Mi-.  William  TvUy. 

be^nne^to  H ^ y0U  SUggf  * sh°uld  239‘  How  **"7  ^ the-  proposed  area  would  be 

persons  qualified  to  vote,  hav^^h^rqudificS  t0  “ Commi“ers>  if  elected  ?-0ne. 

for  the  vote,  for  a Town  Commissioner  l— There  would  240,  ^10  is  ^iat  oue  ? — Mr.  Kelly,  of  Essex  Lawn, 

be  about  forty-five  municipal  voters.  ^ 


Mr.  William 
Tally. 


Mr.  William  Tolly  examined. 


...»  , exammed. 

desire  to  tender  011  a Wj:limittee  to  inspect  works  end  to  carry  tit 

feeling  of  ft” ,‘5  ,*1,e  There  is  an  objection  l.coaose  one-half  of  t 

the  Town  Commissioners  should  not  takeTb^  be-flat  plotter  should  bo  paid  by  the  landlords,  not  til 
powers  into  ^ 

present  sanitary  authority  had  power  to  include  some  lf“6 
ol  them  and  some  of  the  large  ratepayers  of  the  town  Tlie  tlien  concluded. 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


NENAGH.—  AUGUST  26th,  1879. 


Nenagh., 


Before  Mr.  Henry  A.  Hobinson. 

Mr.  Anthony  Nolan,  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  examined. 


Mr.  Anthony; 


1.  How  long  have  you  been  Chairman  1 — For  over 
three  years. 

2.  Previous  to  that  you  wore  a Commissioner  for 
some  time  1 — Yes. 

3.  Aid  you  are  well  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

4.  Were  you  present  when  the  queries  we  .sent 
down  were  submitted  to  your  Board  ? — I think  not. 

5.  Do  you  know  if  they  were  Sul  unitted  to  a meet- 
ing of  the  Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

6.  Was  a special  meeting  called  ? — Yes. 

7.  And  the  replies  they  gave  us  were  to  the  effect 
that  an  extension  was  required  1 — Yes. 

8.  To  what  extent  ? — To  extend  the  boundary  two 
miles  instead  of  one — the  existing  boundary  is  one 
mile. 

9.  Is  the  existing  boundary  a hard  and  fast  line,  or 
does  it  follow  townlauds  ? — It  follows  towuland  boun- 
daries to  a certain  extent. 

10.  The  existing  boundary,  I understand,  is  as  near 
as  possible  one  mile  from  the  centre  1 — Yes,  about  that. 

11.  Aid  was  it  the  general  opinion  of  the  Board 
that  the  proposed  extension  should  be  two  miles  1 — 
It  was  unanimous. 

12.  Would  you  make  the  .boundary  coterminous 
with  the  Poor  Law  electoral  division  1 — That  was 
suggested  by  Dr.  Spain,  a member  of  our  board,  and 
a Poor  Law  Guardian. 

13.  The  Select  Committee  which  enjoined  us  to  re- 
port, suggested  to  ns  that  so  far  as  possible  it  would 
he  desirable  to  make  towns  coterminous  with  Poor 
Law  electoral  divisions,  so  that  if  the  proposed  ex- 
tensions followed  the  lines  of  the  electoral  division  it 
would  be  a case  in  point  ? — Yes. 

14.  Nenagli  is  a market  town  ? — Yes. 

15.  And  the  farming  people  from  outside  come  in 
regularly  to  the  market  held  here  1 — Yes. 

16.  Aid  is  the  land  more  valuable  from  its  prox- 
imity to  the  town  ? — Yes. 

17.  Do  the  country  people  make  use  of  the  roads 
and  lights  1 — Yes. 

. IS.  And  send  in  their  children  to  school  ? — Yes. 

19.  Do  you  think  they  derive  advantages  from  the 
town  being  well  and  properly  kept  ? — Yes. 

20.  And  you  think  they  ought  to  pay  for  it  ? — Yes. 

21.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  town  would  be 
better  managed  if  the  sanitary  authority  was  vested 
in  yourselves  I— No,  I would  be  for  leaving  it  as  it  is, 
m the  hands  of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians ; everything 
is  very  satisfactorily  done  by  them 

You  have  no  reason  to  complain,  and  every  de- 
mand made  on  the  sanitary  authority  has  been 
acceeded  to  1— Yes. . 

23.  Is  it  the  opinion  of  your  Board  that  separation 
xroni  the  Grand  Jury  for  the  management  of  roads 
Mould  be  desirable,  so  far  as  the  town  is  concerned  ? 
--Some  of  the  Board  entertain  a different  opinion  on 
ue  subject,  and  I think  it  is  better  to  leave  matters  as 

tiiey.  are. 

24.  Then  you  would  not  be  in  favour  of  having  an 


undivided  authority  over  the  town—you  prefer  to  have 
the  sanitary  work  under  the  Guardians,  and  the  roads 
under  the  Grand  J ury,  and  the  town  under  yourselves  ? 
— Precisely ; that  is  my  view. 

25.  You  think  the  people  outside  derive  such 
benefits  from  their  proximity  to  the  town  that  they 
ought  fairly  to  be  asked  to  contribute  something  to- 
wards it  1 — Y es. 

2G.  You  are  under  the  Towns’  Improvement  Act  of 
’54  ?— Yes. 

27.  What  rates  have  you  levied  ? — It  is  only  Gcf. 
in  the  pound. 

28.  Is  there  much  laifd  within  the  present  muni- 

cipal limits  available  for  building  ?— There  is  very 
little.  - 

29.  In  fact  I suppose  nearly  the  whole  of  the  land 
within _the  boundary  is  built  on— to  a certain  extent ! 
— Well  of  course  there  is  lots  of  room.  You  could 
extend  the  town  by  building  in  the  suburbs. 

30.  Do  you  kuow  the  valuation  of  the  electoral 
division  ? — I am  not  sure ; Mr.  Gleeson  will  be  ljetter 
able  to  tell  you. 

31.  What  are  the  particular  grounds  on  which  you 
desire  the  extension  1 — We  wish  to  have  an  increase 
in  the  bouudary  for  this  reason.  People  cry.  out  for 
extra  light,  extra  watching,  they  wish  to  have  more 
watchmen  employed  than  at  present,  and  to  have  the 
town  lighted  during  tire  whole  of  the  night.  The 
country  people  complain  that  it  is  at  times  in  a state 
of  darkness,  and  we  are  anxious  to  raise  the  funds  so 
as  to  meet  the  extra  expense. 

32.  In  fact  certain  improvements  arc  needed  for  the 
people  inside,  and  of  these  you  are  deprived  from 
want  of  means  ? — Yes. 

33.  And  if  you  had  an  extended  area  of  taxation 
it  would  be  carried  out  1 — Yes,  I may  mention  that 
it  is  one  of  our  great  grievances  that  we  have  no  fair 
green.  The  fairs  are  held  in  the  streets,  and  it  is 
deplorable  to  see  the  state  of  fairs  in  that  respect. 

34.  If  you  had  an  increased  income  would  you  take 
steps  to  obtain  a fair  green  1 — Yes. 

35.  Then  I suppose  I may  take  it  that  your  .chief 
reason  in  favour  of  the  extension  is  a desire  to  carry 
out  inqn'ovemeuts  in  the  town  1 — Yes. 

3G.  And  that  any  extension  giving  an  increased 
revenue  and  consequent  improvements  in  the  town 
would  bo  of  advantage  to  those  outside . as  well  as 
those  inside  1 — Yes. 

37.  Do  you  think  the  advantages  of  the  town 
extend  two  miles  ? — Yes,  and  for  several  miles  round. 

38.  Is  there  any  large  town  near  it? — No,  not 
within  sixteen  miles  of  it — there  is  Roscrea.  Tliurles 
is  more.  It  is  in  fact  in  the  centre  of  a district  of 
sixteen  miles  in  which  there  is  no  other  town  of  im- 
portance. There  are  villages,  and  for  a radius  of 
fifteen  miles  or  sixteen  miles,  all  the  people  arounc] 
come  in  here. 

39.  And  you  think  the  people  in  the  whole  electoral 
division  have  all  advantages  from  the  town,  nearly 
to  the  same  extent  as  those  in  it  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  George  Bolton,  Crown  Solicitor,  examined. 


39.  I was  the  first  Chairman  under  the  Town’s  Ii 
piovement  Act,  and  boundary  was  made  out  on  t 
map  there. 

40.  Before  the  town  cane  under  the  Town’s  I] 

Ct>  waa  ifc  umler  any  other  Act  1 — Y< 
the  9th  of  George  IV. 

41.,  And.  when  it  was  determined  to  adopt  £ 
• ^P^ement  Act  was  that  boundary  marki 
■2r  “al>  considered  equitable  ?-Yes,  it  was  ma. 
y Mr.  Ball  Greene  with  my  assistance. 


42.  And  what  steps  did  the  Commissioners  take  to 
secure  a fair  and  just  boundary-  being  defined  ?— -Mr. 
Ball  Greene  and  myself  perambulated  the  entire, 
boundary.  I have  heard  Sir.  Nolan’s  evidence*  I may 
say  that  I reside  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  have  a 
good  deal  of  property  that  would  be  caught;  but  not- 
withstanding that  I fully  concur  in  Mr.  Nolan’s 
evidence,  I think  that  the  people  around  participate 
largely  in  the  advantages  of-  the '-.town.  T would 
strongly  oppose  any  transfer  of  the  powers  from-tlfe 


Mr.  George 
Bolton. 
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Mr.  John 


existing  bodies—  it  would  involve  the  appointment  of 
an  additional  surveyor  and  stall'  and  would  be  absurd. 
As  to  the  sanitary  body  I would  not  have  any  such 
transfer,  for  it  too  would  entail  a separate  staff,  aud 
we  have  a body  that  is  now  willing,  and  ready  to  give 
us  every  facility.  I fully  concur  with  Mr.  Nolan,  in 
saying  that  the  people  within  the  electoral  division 
derive  advantages  from  the  town. 

43.  You  think  the  electoral  division  would  be  a 
good  boundary  ? — I have  not  studied  it,  and  there  are 
others  more  competent  than  I am  to  offer  an  opinion 
on  it ; but  as  far  as  I can  form  an  opinion  from  what 
I have  heard,  and  from  my  general  knowledge  of  the 
neighbourhood,  it  would  be  well  to  have  the  bound- 
aries of  the  town  and  the  Poor  Law  electoral  division 
coterminous. 

44.  You  think  that  would  result  in  advantage  ? — 
Well,  not  to  myself,  but  to  others. 

45.  Do  you  live  outside  the  boundary  ? — I believe 
at  present  my  place  is  outside  the  boundary.  In  any 


case  the  electoral  division  is  a very  well  defined 
boundary,  and  I concur  with  Mr.  Nolan. 

4G.  Do  you  consider  Nenagh  a thriving  town?— It 
is  a very  important  town. 

47.  Do  you  think  the  census  of  1881  will  show  an 
increase  over  the  census  of  1871? — I think  it  will 
show  some  increase — not,  perhaps,  in  point  of  popu- 
lation, but  in  point  of  buildings. 

48.  Are  there  any  building  operations  going  on  at 
present  within  the  town? — Yes,  there  are  a better 
class  of  labourers’  houses  being  erected.  One  gentle- 
man and  I are  making  arrangements  with  the  Board 
of  Works  for  some  building  operations. 

49.  Do  people  of  business  mostly  live  in  their 
places  of  business,  or  outside? — In  their  places  of 
business. 

50.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  people  living  outside 
to  avoid  taxation? — No  such  idea. 

51.  How  is  it  the  full  rate  is  never  struck  ? — I have 
ceased  to  be  a commissioner  for  a great  many  years,  so 
that  I don’t  know. 


Mr.  John  Gleeson  examined. 


52.  You  are  Clerk  of  the  Town  Commissioners? — 
Yes. 

53.  How  long  have  you  been  so  ? — About  thirty 
years. 

54.  Nenagh  is  under  the  Towns’  Improvement  Act 
of  1854  ?— Yes. 

55.  When  was  it  adopted  ? — In  January,  1859. 

56.  Was  it  adopted  for  all  purposes  ? — No. 

57.  Only  for  lighting  and  cleansing? — Yes:  light- 
ing and  cleansing.  We  light,  clean,  watch  it,  and 
supply  water. 

58.  And  the  boundary  then  adopted  is  the  one  now 
existing  ? — Yes  ; there  have  been  no  alterations. 

59.  How  far  does  that  boundary  extend  on  the 
north  ? — About  a mile. 

60.  What  is  the  area  of  the  present  boundary  ? — 
2,092  statute  acres  9 perches. 

61.  Aud  the  population? — 5,940. 

62.  And  do  you  consider  it  is  increasing  ? — Yes. 

63.  And  is  it  probable  that  after  the  next  census 
Nenagh  will  be  up  to  tire  number  to  constitute  it  the 
urban  sanitary  authority  ? — Yes.  I think  it  is  over 
6,000  at  present. 

64.  What  is  the  valuation  ? — The  full  rate  is  on  a 
valuation  of  £5,159  16s.,  that  is  the  value  of  the 
buildings,  and  on  £2,741  we  strike  the  one  fourth. 

65.  What  are  your  receipts  ? — £150. 

66.  And  your  expenditure  ? — It  is  nearly  balanced. 

67.  Have  you  any  other  sources  of  revenue  ? — Yes, 
we  have  a dog  tax,  £13  or  £14,  and  fines  for  drunken- 
ness, which  amount  to  about  £15  iu  the  year. 

68.  The  town  is  not  divided  into  wards  ? — No. 

69.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  town? — 
Nenagh. 

70.  Is  it  entirely  in  the  electoral  division  of 
Nenagh  1 — Yes. 

71.  Did  the  boundary  chosen  when  the  town  came 
under  the  Towns’  Improvement  Act  in  1854,  follow 
the  townland  boundaries  ? — Yes,  except  where  we  met 
rivers  and  roads,  and  we  made  permanent  boundaries 
wherever  we  could.  In  the  case  of  a road  or  a river 
we_sometimes  deviated  from  the  townland  boundary. 

72.  To  make  it  as  nearly  as  possible  a mile  from  the 
town? — Yes. 

73.  If  the  two-mile  extension  suggested  was  taken 
would  the  boundary  run  into  more  than  one  electoral 
division  ? — No.  We  have  it  sketched  out  here,  and 
by  making  the  electoral  division  of  Nenagh  the 
boundary,  it  would  give  nearly  what  we  expect  by  the 
two-mile  extension. 

74.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners  any  nronertv 
vested  in  them  1 — No. 

75.  Have  they  no  income  from  tolls,  fairs,  or  other- 
wise ? — No. 


76.  Will  you  give  the  poor  rates  and  municipal 
rates  since  1874  ? — The  poor  rate  is  about  2s.  6d,  and 
municipal  6 d. 

77.  I see  you  have  given  me  here  the  poor-rate  for 
1875  and  1876  as  2s.  6d.  ? — Yes ; and  1877,  2s. ; 
1878,  2s. 

78.  Does  that  include  any  special  rate  for  sanitary 
purposes  ? — Yes.  I think,  indeed,  there  was  something 
proposed. 

79.  Can  you  tell  me  the  contributory  district  on 
which  that  special  rate  was  assessed  ? — I cannot  tell 
you  that 

80.  The  county  cess,  what  lias  it  been  for  the  same 
period  ? — For  the  last  two  years  it  has  been  about  9d 
or  9&rf. — lower  than  usual. 

81.  What  markets  have  you  in  the  town? — Every 
Thursday  ; a butter  market  on  Monday. 

82.  And  I suppose  the  people  of  the  entire  electoral 
division  bring  in  their  produce  for  sale  ? — Yes. 

83.  And  make  use  of  the  roads  ? — Yes. 

84.  And  it  is  generally  considered  that  the  town  of 
Nenagh,  being  kept  in  a good  condition,  is  of  advan- 
tage to  them  ? — Yes. 

85.  Aud  they  pay  nothing  towards  the  maintenance 
of  the  town  ? — No. 

86.  I see  you  only  struck  the  one-half  rate  for  the 

last  four  years,  and  it  was  stated  by  Mr.  Nolan  that 
there  was  an  increase  to  your  annual  income  desirable 
for  the  purposes  of  improvement — why,  then,  did  they 
never  strike  the  full  rate  ? — They  thought  that  the 
times  were  depressed,  and  the  fact  was  that  they  did 
not  want  to  put  on  the  tax.  _ . 

87.  One  of  the  purposes  for  which  an  increase  o 
income  would  be  desirable  would  be  lighting  ? Yes, 
they  complain  of  that. 

88.  And  the  fair  ? — Yes. 

89.  The  people  always  hold  the  markets  and  fairs 

in  the  streets,  I understand  ? — Yes,  and  it  is  in  a 
very  wretched  condition  for  a day  or  two  afterwar  s , 
it  is  very  bad  indeed.  . 

90.  And  do  they  expose  their  goods  for  sale  in 
streets  ? — Yes. 

91.  And  you  think  it  would  be  of  advantage  if 

proper  arrangements  were  made  to  prevent  this  un- 
pleasantness ? — Yes  j if  you  go  through  the  town  o 
such  a day  you  will  find  cattle  on  the  footpaths,  an 
people  are  actually  in  danger  of  being  knocked  o' 
and  homed  by  the  cattle.  . , , * 

92.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  ratepayers  saying 
the  limits  of  the  borough  are  too  small  1 — No. 

93.  When  we  sent  these  queries  down  to  you,  ^ 
you  submit  them  to  a special  meeting  of  the  hpar 

to  an  ordinary  meeting  ? — I was  away  at  the 
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and  when  I came  home  a special  meeting  was  held 
yesterday,  and  the  Commissioners  adopted  unani- 
mously a proposition  to  have  the  area  extended. 

94.  Did  they  specify  to  what  extent  they  considered 
the  increase  of  the  area  should  he  carried  ? — They  did ; 
they  said  a radius  of  two  miles  from  the  centre  of  the 
town  would  be  most  desirable. 

95.  Were  any  of  the  ratepayers  present  1 — I am  not 
sure. 

96.  But  I suppose,  after  all,  the  Commissioners 
may  be  said  to  represent  fairly  the  feeling  of  the  rate- 
payers?— Yes  ; besides  there  was  public  notice  given, 
and  everybody  was  made  acquainted  with  the  fact  that 
you  would  be  here. 

97.  Was  there  any  resolution  passed  on  the  subject  1 
— There  was. 

98.  Will  you  kindly  give  it  to  me  ? — I have  not  got 
the  minutes,  but  it  was  proposed  and  seconded  and 
put  to  the  meeting  and  passed  unanimously. 

99.  And  was  that  resolution  simply  in  favour  of 
extension  or  in  favour  of  extension  of  the  electoral 
division  ? — They  said  about  two  miles,  and  the  Clerk 
of  the  Workhouse  and  myself  found  it  would  very 
nearly  coincide  with  the  electoral  division. 

100.  I understood  that  the  resolution  on  yonv  hooks 
specifies  an  extension  of  about  two  miles,  but  does 
not  specify  that  extension  to  be  to  the  limits  of  the 
Poor  Law  electoral  division? — Yes. 


101.  Were  the  Commissioners  aware  that  the 
Select  Committee,  in  their  report,  under  which  we  are 
acting,  suggested  that  wherever  practicable  the 
municipal  towns  and  the  Poor  Law  electoral  division 
boundaries  should  be  made  coterminous  ? — Well, 
some  said  that  by  extending  it  to  the  electoral  division 
it  might  be  too  far  from  the  town.  They  were  not 
awai'e  how  far  the  boundaries  would  be,  but  I find 
that  the  boundary  of  the  electoral  division  is  just 
what  they  wanted  it  to  be.  They  were  not  aware  of 
that — I mean  they  were  not  aware  that  the  boundary 
which  they  expressed  their  desire  to  have  would  just 
he  about  the  electoral  division.  I think  that  if  I had 
had  the  boundaries  so  marked  out  here  yesterday,  and 
had  submitted  them  to  the  board,  they  would  have 
adopted  them. 

102.  And  the  reasons  the  Commissioners  give  for 
the  extended  boundary  are,  as  I understand,  that  an 
increase  of  income  was  required  for  the  improvement 
of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

103.  And  they  think  this  improvement  of  the  town 
would  be  a benefit  to  the  people  residing  outside  the 
present  limits  ? — Yes,  they  would  derive  some  of  the 
benefits  in  question. 

104.  Do  these  people  come  in  every  day? — Yes. 

. 105.  And  the  scavenging  and  lighting  of  the  town 
is,  I take  it,  an  advantage  to  these  people  who  come 
in  as  you  say  ? — Yes. 


106.  Arc  there  what  you  call  villa  residences  out-  Nenaoi 
side  the  town  1 — Very  few.  .tug.  26  i, 

i S°  nearly  a11  tlie  valuation  brought  in  would  „ 
be  liable  to  mdy  one-fourth  luting  ?_That  is  all. 

I UK.  Is  the  town  extending  in  any  one  direction 
more  than  another  ?— ' Well,  there  are  fourteen  or  fif- 
teen cottages  being  built  in  one  direction. 

1 09.  What  direction  is  that  t— Partly  in  the  north. 

1 10.  Do  you  remember  the  town  twenty  years  ago  ? 

--Yes,  there  have  been  a great  many  new  houses  since 


1 1 1.  You  consider  it  to  be  a thriving  town  ? — I do. 

112.  Can  you  tell  me  the  number  of  qualified 
voters  that  would  be  brought  in  if  the  area  was  in- 
creased 1 — No,  I do  not. 

113.  Would  there  be  any  gentlemen’s  residences 
included  in  the  increase?— Yes. 

114.  About  how  mauy  roughly?  — Perhaps  more 
than  three  or  four. 

115.  Is  there  a good  water  supply  in  the  town? — 
Pretty  fair. 

116.  Do  the  guardians  carry  out  all  the  recommen- 
dations made  to  them  ? — Well,  there  are  no  complaints 
of  them ; since  they  are  the  sanitary  authority  they 
do  all  that  is  required  of  them. 

117.  If  there  was  this  extension  of  the  area  would 
it  bring  tlie  population  up  to  6,000  ? — Yes,  and  they 
would  become  the  sanitary  authority,  and  I think  they 
would  become  it  now  too. 

118.  Are  there  any  sanitary  improvements  re- 
quired in  the  town  ? — I suppose  there  are  some. 

119.  Have  you  ever  made  any  application  to  the 
guardians  for  anything  that  was  required  which  they 
have  not  carried  out?— Well,  I think  not;  I did  not 
make  any,  but  I believe  they  have  been  carried  out 
where  such  applications  have  been  made. 

120.  Do  the  Commissioners  know  that  they  will  be- 
come the  sanitary  authority  next  census? — I suppose  so. 

121.  Have  they  ever  made  application  or  passed  a 
resolution  in  favour  of  separation  from  the  Grand 
July  ? — There  is  nothing  on  the  hooks  to  that  effect. 

122.  By  the  206th  section  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  the  Local  Government  Board  can,  when  you  first 
become  the  urban  sanitary  authority,  give  you  separa- 
tion from  the  Grand  Jury,  even  without  their  consent ; 
are  you  aware  of  that  ?— I was  not  aware  tliat  they 
could  do  it  without  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Jury. 

123.  Well,  they  can,  by  tlie  Public  Health  Act  of 
last  session  ? — Individually  I would  be  for  separation, 
for  if  tlie  Commissioners  got  tlie  taxes  of  the  town- 
ship, and  had  the  laying  out  of  them  themselves  on 
the  present  area,  it  would  be  between  £600  and  £700. 

124.  And  if  the  Commissioners  had  the  whole  elec- 
toral division  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  the 
Town  Council  with  all  the  rights  within  themselves,, 
and  to  Be  able  to  keep  the  roads  themselves  ? — Yes., 
and  I think  it  would  lessen  the  taxes. 


Mr.  Sheehan,  Clerk 

125.  How  long  have  you  been  clerk  ? — Twenty  years 

126.  What  is  the  population  of  the  electoral  divi- 
aoa  Nenagh ; do  you  know  the  population  ?-—  No. 

127.  Or  the  area?— No. 

128.  What  is  the  valuation?— £15,700. 

Wk&t  is  the  present  valuation  of  the  town? — 
±■0,394  12s. 

■ 1?°'  ,Ttei1  y°u  would  add  about  £7,000  by  taking 
in  the  electoral  division  ? — Yes. 

131.  I suppose  outside  the  present  limits  the  occu- 
piers are  chiefly  of  the  fanner  class? — Yes,  there  are 
district.01811^  £en^emeu's  residences  surrounding  the 

132.  Has  there  been  any  sanitary  rate  struck  ? — 

Sanitary  Act  was  introduced. 

Ye  a sanitary  rate  for  special  purposes  ? 

^Pplied  to  what? — Sewage  purposes. 

o.  What  was  the  contributory  district? — For  the 
ewa^e  works  of  the  town  the  entire  union  at  large 
contributed  one-seventh,  and  the  electoral  division  the 


of  the  Union,  examined. 

remainder  ; there  was  about  £1,000  expended  on  that 
occasion. 

136.  The  electoral  division  chiefly  bore  the  ex- 
pense ? — Yes. 

137.  Do  you  live  in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

138.  Did  you  hear  the  recommendation  of  Mr. 
Bolton  ? — Yes 

139.  And  do  you  think  that  would  be  desirable? — 
I think  the  reduction  that  would  take  place  in  the 
rates  of  the  town  would  render  the  amount  collectable 
afterwards  so  small  tliat  it  would  be  no  grievance  to 
those  outside  In  fact  they  would  only  have  to  pay 
a three-halfpenny  rate,  and  they  derive  a very  great 
advantage  at  present  from  their  proximity  to  the 
town.  I may  say  that  the  Guardians  have  always 
provided  the  sanitary  works  required  if  any  sanitary 
works  were  recommended. 

140.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  or 
otherwise  of  extending,  curtailing,  or  otherwise  alter- 
ing the  municipal  limits  ? — I myself  am  in  favour  of 
the  extension  of  the  boundary. 


Mr.  Sheehan. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


496  MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


Nenac  II. 


Mr.  James  Jocelyn  Powell,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  examined. 


141.  I understand  you  are  likely  to  have  the  sani- 
■ tary  juiisdiction  taken  out  of  your  hands  in  conse- 
quence of  the  population  being  up  to  the  limits  ?— Yes. 

142.  You  have  heard  the  statement  of  Mr.  Nolan? 
—Yes. 

143.  And  with  reference  to  the  suggestion  to  ex- 
tend the  boundary  of  the  town  so  as  to  make  the 
boundary  coterminous  with  that  of  the  electoral 
division,  do  the  people  in  the  electoral  division  derive 
advantage  from  the  town  of  Nenagh  ? — Yea 

144.  You  think  that  to  a large  extent  they  make 
use  of  the  town  ? — Decidedly. 

145  And  you  think  that  they  make  such  a use  of 
it,  that  the  rate  that  would  be  imposed  on  them  could 
not  fairly  be  considered  a hardship  ? — No  hardship. 

146.  It  will  reduce  the  rates  on  the  town? — Yes ; I 
• am  myself  living  within  the  jiresent  area,  and  have 

land  outside  the  present  area.  It  will  take  in  a great 
deal  of  my  land  that  is  not  at  present  taxed,  but  I do 
not  object  to  it. 

147.  Have  you  any  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the 
feeling  of  the  ratepayers,  or  the  people  who  would  be 
brought  in  by  this  extension?— Well,  no;  except  in 
conversation  with  two  or  three  gentlemen  in  the 
locality.  They  don’t  seem  disposed  to  recommend  it ; 
however,  I don’t  know  that  the  matter  was  fully  ex- 
plained to  them,  and  probably  if  it  were  they  would 
make  no  opposition. 

148.  Were  your  Board  aware  of  the  matter,  as  to 
the  electoral  division  being  suggested  ? — No ; I do  not 
think  the  Board  of  Guardians  were  aware  of  that. 

149.  Do  you  think  they  would  have  made  any 
objection  to  it? — I think  that  some  gentlemen  outside 
the  area  would,  perhaps,  object. 

150.  Those  gentlemen  however,  I presume,  allow 
they  have  the  advantages  of  the  town  without  payin'' 
for  it  ? — They  must  do  that. 

151.  You,  yourself,  do  not  think  the  electoral  divi- 
sion is  too  large?— No  ; I think  it  is  very  fair.  I was 
one  of  the  parties  who  assisted  in  making  out  the 
bearings  of  it  from  my  knowledge  of  the  district,  and 
I have  no  objection  in  keeping  to  the  electoral  division. 

152.  Keeping  to  the  electoral  division  would  bring 
the  population  to  considerably  over  6,000  ; would  your 
Board'  have  any  objection  to  the  sanitary  jurisdiction 
of  the  town  being  taken  out  of  their  hands  ? — I believe 
the  townspeople  are  very  well  satisfied  with  the  arran- 
gement, and  we  have  done  the  best  for  them  we  could  • 
and,  therefore,  I don’t  think  that  it  would  be  desirable. 
It  would,  perhaps,  increase  the  staffs,  and  a greater 
number  of  persons  would  be  employed,  but  I do  not 
think  any  great  advantage  woidd  accrue  from  taking 
the  samtaiy  jurisdiction  from  the  Board  of  Guardians 

153.  Do  you  think  the  Grand  Jury  have  better  ap- 
pliances for  carrying  out  the  improvement  of  the 
1?  j r would  leave  the  matter  tlie  bands  of  the 
Grand  Jury,  as  at  present ; for  if  you  make  any  change 
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15*.  1)0  you  tluuk  the  imcln  are  in  a good  condition 
leading  into  the  town  1 -Well ; I have  —Mad 
myself  on  that  point,  and  that  they  are  not  as  well  cared 
for  as  they  might  lie.  That,  however,  is  a matter  of 
opinion.  In  some  places  they  arc  worse,  and  in  some 
places  better. 

155.  Have  you  anything  further  to  add?— Nothing 

15C.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  a fair-green  ought  to 
be  established,  instead  of  holding  the  markets  hi  the 
streets  of  the  town  ?— That  is  one  of  the  most  crying 
evils  of  which  wo  have  to  complain.  I have  heard 
persons  living  in  the.  district  saying  they  would  not 
come  in  hero,  owing  to  the  had  treatment  their  cattle 
received  driving  them  through  tho  streets. 

157.  Do  I understand  that  the  cattlo  are  left  on  the 
footways?— Yes;  left  on  the  flag-ways  of  the  town 
and  that  is  the  great  nuisance. 

1 5 8.  Y on  say  the  prest >.i  it  amu igomeiit  in  that  respect 
may  be  described  as  a crying  evil? — Yes. 

159.  I suppose  it  is  impossible  to  carry  out  the 
proper  cleansing  of  the  town  wliilo  this  state  of  things 
goes  on? — Yes ; a great  deal  of  the  stuff  goes  into  the 
sewerage,  and  in  fact  there  is  a great  difficulty  with  it. 

160.  That  is  a matter,  tho  correction  of  which  is 
urgently  needed  ? — I think  when  Mr.  Exliam  was  here 
on  a former  occasion,  it  was  hoped  that  something 
would  be  done.  Sometime  ago  there  was  a fair-green, 
and  the  fairs  were  held  on  it ; but  for  some  reason  or 
another,  the  people  of  the  town  did  not  wish  the  people 
and  the  cattle  to  he  separated  from  each  other,  and 
they  remained  in  the  streets. 

161.  Do  you  think  any  other  improvement  needed 
for  the.  town,  and  which  tins  Town  Commissioners  did 
not  carry  out  for  want  of  money ; is  the  lighting  for 
instance  good;  is  the  town  lighted  to  its  limits? — It 
is  lighted  from  September  to  March,  and  the  lights  are 
shut  off  at  eleven  o’clock.  Some  nights,  when  there  is 
a strong  moon,  the  lights  are.  not  kept  burning  at  tho 
limits,  but  I think  there  would  he,  an  improvement  in 
tins  lighting  of  the  town  if  we  had  more  money.  I 
know  they  are  very  chary  in  paying  the  Gas  Company, 
of  which  I am  a director. 

1G2.  The  town  then  is  lighted  with  gas? — Yus. 

163.  Did  I understand  you  to  say  it  is  lighted  up  to 
the  limits  of  the  boundary  ? — No  ; only  to  the  bare 
area  of  tho  town.  During  the  last  year  tho  lights  were 
put  down  a little  lower  than  before,  but  they  were 
paraffin  lamps.  There  are  no  mains. 

164.  You  stated  I think,  that  you  agree  with  Mr. 
Nolan,  and  you  think  that  there  are  sanitary  improve- 
ments, and  improvements  regarding  the  fair-green, 
lighting  ike.,  which  would  be  carried  out  if  there  was  an 
increase  of  revenue  ? — Yea 

165.  And  that  there  should  be  an  extension  ?— Yes, 
but  I would  recommend  that  the  Grand  Jury  should 
remain  in  charge  of  the  roads  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners would  have  enough  to  do  attending  to  the  town. 

166.  And  your  proposal  is  to  tax  yourself? — Yes, 
for  it  brings  in  land  at  present  exempted. 


Dr.  Thomas  Spain  examined. 


1GG.  I have  been  a Commissioner  for  the  past  two 
yeS  and  haVS  reSlded  **  tLe  t0wn  for  the  ])ast  sixty 

167.  Do  you  think  with  the  Chairman  that  there 
are  improvements  which  would  tend  to  the  better 
samta.y  condition  of  the  town,  if  there  was  an  increase 

tvotim  CSMeJ  “ yo"  •“*  * wa* 

168.  Is  the  sanitary  state  of  the  town  rendered  bad 

by  having  the  fairs  held  in  the  streets?— Yes  I am 
sure  of  it.  •* 

169.  And  would  not  your  board  be  glad  to  have 
• an  increase  of  funds  ? — Yes. 

17(1.  And  would  they  use  those  funds  to  procure  a 
proper  fair-green 1 — Yes. 


171.  What  income  would  be  required?— I cannot 
exactly  say  that. 

. 172.  Do  you  know  the  electoral  division? — Yes. 

173.  It  extends  two  miles  from  the  centre  of  the 
town?— Yes. 

174.  And  do  you  think  the  people  living  within 
that  radius  make  use  of  the  town  of  Nenagh  i 
— Yes,  and  gain  very  great  advantages  from  the 
town. 

175.  And  pay  nothing  for  it  ? — Yes. 

176.  And  you  think  it  would  be  no  hardship  if  the}' 
paid  one-fourth  taxation?— No. 

177.  All  the  farmers  come  in  on  the  market  days 
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178.  They  use  the  roads,  and  make  scavenging,  <fcc., 
very  necessary  1 — Yes. 

179.  Do  you  think  the  electoral  division  a well 
defined  boundary  1 — Yes. 

180.  Have  you  any  property  outside? — Yes,  some- 
thing very  small,  not  worth  talking  about. 


181.  And  notwithstanding  that  you  would  be  in 
favour  of  extension  ? — Yes. 

182.  Have  the  ratepayers  had  ample  opportunity  of 
knowing  that  the  Commission  was  to  sit? — Yes,  it 
was  fully  advertised. 


183.  Do  you  think  the  boundary  of  the  town  ought 
to  be  extended  to  the  electoral-division? — Yes. 

184.  And  that  all  the  people  within  the  electoral 
division  have  very  nearly  the  same  advantages  as  in 
the  town  ? — Yes. 

185.  They  have  the  advantage  of  the  lights  and 
send  their  children  in  here  to  school,  &c.  ? — Yes, 
except  those  that  go  to  the  National  school  outside. 


Have  you  any  property  outside?— Yes. 

187.  And  you  would  be  taxed  by  the  extension? — 
Yes. 

188.  And  you  don’t  object  to  that  considering  the 
advantages  you  derive  from  the  town  ? — No. 

189.  I suppose  the  land  is  better  and  more  valuable 
from  its  proximity  to  the  town  ? — Yes 


Dr.  Birney,  a ratepayer,  examined. 

186. 


Mr.  Robert  St.John,  Town  Commissioner,  examined. 


190.  Were  you  present  when  the  matter  was 
discussed  by  your  board? — Yes. 

191.  And  have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  speaking 
with  the  people  outside  who  would  be  taxed? — No. 

192.  Have  you  spoken  to  the  ratepayers? — Well, 
any  I spoke  to  have  not  expressed  any  objection  to 
the  extension. 

193.  Do  you  think  Nenaghis  improving? — I do. 
It  is  decidedly  a very  improving  town. 

194.  And  do  you  object  to  the  fairs  being  held  in 
the  streets  ? — Yes. 

195.  Are  its  fairs  held  on  the  main  streets,  or  on 
one  street  in  particular  ? — There  are  tliree  or  four 
large  fairs,  and  almost  all  the  streets  of  the  town  are 
crammed  with  cattle. 

196.  And  on  market  days  I suppose  the  incon- 
venience is  as  great? — Well  there  are  cattle  exhibited 
on  market  days  sometimes. 

197.  And  the  scavenging  is  a matter  of  difficulty? 
— Yea 

198.  And  do  you  think  if  nothing  else  was  done 
with  the  additional  funds  derived  from  the  extended 
area  than  to  remedy  this  evil,  it  would  be  an  advantage 
calculated  to  influence  you  in  favour  of  the  change  ?— 
— Decidedly. 

1 99.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  electoral  division  ? 
— Yes. 

200.  It  is  two  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  town — 
do  you  think  the  people  living  within  that  area  derive 


Mr.  John  Ryan,  Town 

210.  You  are  a ratepayer  ? — Yea 

211.  Have  you  property  outside? — Yes. 

212.  And  do  you  make  use  of  the  fairs  of  the  town  ? 
—Yea 

213.  Do  you  object  to  their  being  held  in  the  streets  ? 
—Yea 

214.  And  you  think  steps  should  be  taken  to  pro- 
cure a fair  green  ?— Yes.  There  is  a field  at  the  end 
of  the  town  offered  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  by  Captain 
Holmes,  the  man  who  gets  the  customs. 

.Ho  you  think  the  people  of  the  entire  elec- 
toral division  would  be  in  favour  of  a fair  green  ? — 
I da 

216.  And  you  don’t  think  they  would  object  to  pay 

a very  small  rate  for  it?— No. 

217.  It  would  be  a decided  advantage  to  the  people 
doing  business  at  the  fairs,  and  better  for  animals 
themselves  to  have  a fair  green  ? — Certainly.  Captain 
Holmes  would  give  the  field  still 

218.  You  say  he  offered  it  to  them  ? — Yes,  on 
account  of  getting  the  customs  of  the  town. 

219.  And  it  was  not  taken  ? — No. 

-20.  Can  you  tell  me,  Mr.  Gleeson,  why  that  was  ? 


advantages  from  the  town? — Yes.  We  decided  on 
having  a radius  of  as  nearly  two  miles  as  possible. 

201.  I understand  that  on  nearly  every  occasion  it 
was  unanimous  ? — On  all  occasions  as  to  the  extension. 

202.  The  electoral  division  was  not  spoken  of? — No, 
that  was  only  an  after-thought  of  Mr.  Gleeson’s. 

203.  You  do  not  wish  for  a hard  and  fast  line  ? 
— No,  as  near  as  possible.  I think  we  could 
manage  the  sanitation  of  the  town  if  it  was  placed  in 
our  own  hands.  Thei'e  is  a large  water  supply  wanted 
here. 

204.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  having 
the  entire  undivided  authority  of  the  town  in  the  hands 
of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — I would  not  take  the 
roads. 

205.  Why  ? — I think  the  staff  that  would  be  required 
would,  perhaps,  run  away  with  the  money. 

206.  Do  you  know  any  other  improvement  besides 
that  are  required  ? — There  is  flagging.  The  flagging  of 
the  town  is  in  a very  bad  way.  We  often  thought  of 
levying  an  extra  rate,  and  by  extending  the  township 
we  will  be  able  to  do  it  better. 

207.  So  there  are  a considerable  number  of  improve- 
ments you  would  apply  a larger  income  to  ? — Yes. 

208.  And  all  these  you  think  would  be  equally 
applicable  to  the  people  outside  ? — Yes,  I do.  I may 
mention,  there  are  some  mills  not  in  the  town,  and  they 
make  use  of  the  roads  more  than  any  one  else. 

209.  Is  the  railway  station  in  the  township  ? — Yes 


Commissioner,  examined 

Mr.  Gleeson. — The  publicans  and  grocers  think  that 
by  taking  away  the  cattle  from  the  streets  they  loose 
a good  deal  of  custom. 

221.  Were  those  who  so  objected  Commissioners  ? — 
They  were.  They  think  that  if  the  people  sold  their 
cattle  in  a fair  green  they  would  go  away. 

Mr.  St.  John. — The  publicans  were  the  persons  who 
succeeded  in  the  opposition  to  the  fair  green  ? 

Mr.  Gleeson. — There  are  business  people  still  in  the 
town  who  think  it  better  to  have  the  cattle  in  the  town. 
They  think  there  would  be  more  money  circulated 

222.  Would  the  fair  green  be  inside  or  outside  ? — 
It  is  on  the  edge  of  the  town,  not  100  perches  from 
here. 

223.  Ihaveheardthatit  is  considered  by  some  people 
that,  if  any  change  were  made,  the  revenues  of  the 
town  would  be  lessened,  inasmuch  as  there  would  be; 
a likelihood  of  not  so  many  people  being  fined  for 
drunkenness  ? — Precisely.  The  fact  is  the  belief  was 
that  they  felt  that  if  the  fairs  were  held  in  a green 
the  people  would  do  their  business  and  go  home. 

224.  Is  this  proposed  fair  green  suitable  in  every 
way  ? — In  every  way. 

The  inquiry  adjourned* 

3 S- 


Ken  ago. 
Aliy.  iG,  1879. 
I)r.  Thomas 


Dr.  Birney.  • 
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Mr.  John 
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STRABANE.— -JULY  14tii,  1879. 

Before  Henry  A.  Robinson,  Esq. 

Mr.  Hugh  Maguire,  Town  Clerk,  examined — 


1.  You  are  tlie  Town  Clerk  ? — Yes. 

2.  The  town  originally,  I believe,  was  under  9th, 
George  IV 1 — Yes. 

3.  At  what  time  did  you  come  under  the  Towns’ 
Improvement  Act! — That  Act  was  adopted  in  Strabane 
in  the  year  1874. 

4.  For  all  purposes  1 — Yes,  I believe  that  was  so, 
but  I was  not  Town  Clerk  at  that  time. 

5.  What  is  the  population  of  Strabane? — It  is 
5,300  now. 

6.  Is  it  an  increasing  population  ? — Slightly. 

7.  Would  you  imagine  that  in  1871  it  would 
number  over  6,000  persons? — Well,  I could  hardly  say. 

8.  What  is  the  valuation  ? — £12,791  5s. 

9.  And  the  area  is? — 1,856  acres,  3 roods,  and  23 
perches. 

10.  Do  you  strike  a full  rate  of  one  shilling  on 
that? — Yes,  sir. 

11.  I mean,  how  much  is  on  the  full,  and  how  much 
on  the  one-fourth? — On  the  full,  there  is  £10,131  18s., 
and  on  the  one-fourth  £2,659  7s. 

1 2.  What  does  that  produce  ? — This  produces  on  the 
full  rate  at  one  shilling  in  the  pound  £506  11s.  11  d. ; 
and  on  the  one-fourth  rating  £33  4s.  lljd. — and  the 
total  of  that  is  £539  16s.  lOjd. 

13.  Is  the  electoral  division  of  . Strabane,  and  the 
townland  of  Milltown  included  in  the  present  area  ? — 
It  is  not  in  the  electoral  division  of  Strabane. 

14.  What  electoral  division  is  it  in? — Camus-juxta- 
Moume.  Mil  town  is  outside  the  electoral  division. 

15.  Could  you  give  me  the  municipal  rates  for  the 
last  five  years  ?— In  1874  there  was  2s.  in  the  pound, 
including  water  rate  and  the  Public  Health  Act — a 
very  high  rate— the  highest  under  the  limit  of  the 
Act.  In  1875  the  rate  was  9 el.  in  the  pound,  and  in 
1876  it  was  Is.  and  6d.  sanitary. 

16.  "What  was  that  for;  had  you  any  special  rates 
then  ? — No,  sir ; the  rate  was  for  general  purposes. 

17.  What  was  your  rate  in  1877  ? — None. 

18.  In  1878? — One  shilling  in  the  pound. 

19.  And  in  1S79  ? — One  shilling  in  the  pound. 

20.  Can  you  give  me  the  county  cess  aud  poor  rates  ? 
—Well,  the  average  is  about  2s.  Id  that  is  county 
cess. 

21.  And  the  poor  rates,  how  much? — Well,  I think 
the  average  would  be  about  2s.  2d  in  the  pound.  It 
is  3s.  6d  this  year,  including  the  rate  for  sanitary 
purposes. 


22.  How  is  the  town  of  Strabane  lighted?— it  j= 
lighted  with  gas. 

23.  Is  there  a good  water  supply  ?— It  is  good  at 
the  present  time. 

24.  Is  it  supplied  from  pumps  or  a reservoir?— It 
is  from  a reservoir.  We  have  one  made  under  the 
9th  of  George  IV.,  but  we  have  another  under  a new 
scheme  adopted  by  the  Guardians  at  a higher  elevation  • 
and,  in  fact,  they  are  both  in  use  at  the  present  time.’ 

25.  How  many  Commissioners  have  yon?— We 
have  got  nine. 

26.  We  sent  you  down  some  queries  some  time  ago? 
—Yes,  the  queries  were  submitted  and  the  Commis- 
sioners were  of  opinion  that  no  extension  was  required. 

27.  Did  they  pass  a resolution  to  that  effect?— I 
cannot  say  that  they  did  ; but,  at  all  events,  they  were 
unanimous  that  extension  was  not  required ; and  I 
think  probably  there  may  be  a resolution. 

28.  The  land  lying  around  Strabane  is  agricultural 
land  ? — Yes,  and  not  much  built  upon. 

29.  Are  there  any  villa  residences  outside  the 
present  boundary  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

30.  With  reference  to  Milltown  have  you  the 
valuation  of  it? — The  total  valuation  would  be 
£90  10s. 

31.  What  would  be  the  feeling  of  the  Board  in 
reference  to  Milltown;  would  they  object  to  have  it 
excluded  from  the  mtuiicipal  area,  in  order  to  make 
the  boundary  coterminous  with  the  Poor  Law 
division? — The  question  has  never  been  raised.  The 
total  rate  derivable  from  it  is  £3  7s.  10ld. 

32.  Chairman  of  Town  Commissioners. — But  Mr. 
Humphreys  is  paying  for  the  water  in  addition  to 
that? — Yes. 

33.  Mr.  Robinson. — Havo  the  Commissioners  con- 
sidered the  desirability  of  taking  up  the  roads  ? — Yes, 
many  times,  and  they  have  passed  resolutions  to  that 
effect. 

34.  Do  you  think  they  would  desire  an  extension, 
if  they  were  the  authorities  for  the  roads  ? — I think 
they  would  be  content  to  have  the  jurisdiction  within 
the  present  limits — that  is,  they  think  the  portion  of 
the  county  cess  on  the  rate  on  the  land  would  not  pay 
the  keeping  up  of  the  roads;  that  would  be  the 
difficulty. 

35.  But  is  it  the  feeling  of  tlic  Board  that  they 
would  like  to  have  the  superintendence  of  the  roads 
in  their  own  hands  ? — Yes — they  have  passed  repeated 
resolutions  to  that  effect. 


Mr.  James  Kennedy,  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  examined. 


36.  Mr.  Robinson. — Have  you  lived  long  in  the 
town  of  Strabane  ? — Nearly  fifty  years. 

37.  Were  you  a Commissioner  under  9tb  George 
IV  ? — No,  I was  not. 

38.  Have  yon  any  idea  of  the  present  limits  of  the 
town,  and  what  they  were  then?— Yes. 

39.  Do  you  consider  Strabanea  growing  town? Yes. 

40.  Is  it,  would  you  say,  increasing,  or  improving 
every  day  ?— 1 would  say  yes. 

41 . Is  there  a tendency  to  build  in  any  one  direction  ? 

W ell,  that  tendency  seems  to  have  lapsed ; and  I 

would  consider  the  taxation  is  a deterrent. 

42  Is  there  a tendency  to  build  outside  the 
boundary  ? Very  little,  or  any,  at  the  present  time. 

4-3.  Have  you  fairs,  markets,  here  ? Oh,  yes. 

44.  Aud  do  the  people  around  make  use  of  the  town 
for  these  purposes  1— Yes,  they  come  in  here  from  four 
or  five  miles  around. 


45.  Well,  then,  they  derive  certain  advantages  from 
the  town  being  kept  in  good  order  and  condition  ?— Yes 

46.  And  the}',  in  a way,  pay  for  that  ?— Yes,  they 
do  pay  for  the  accommodation  of  the  flax  market  and 
the  corn  market,  hut  not  the  cattle  market. 


47.  Have  you  any  income  from  tolls  and  customs 
here? — Yes. 

49.  Is  there  any  property  vested  in  the  corporate 
body? — No;  except  the  gas. 

. 50.  And  is  there  any  profit  derived  to  the  Commis- 
sioners from  the  gas-works  ?— I could  not  say. 

51.  Is  it  your  view  then  that  there  is  no  extension 
required? — Yes,  it  is  my  view,  and  I believe  it  to  be 
the  view  of  the  Board  also.  We  had  a matter  under 
consideration  with  regard  to  the  taking  in  of  the  town 
of  Lifford. 

52.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  do  so?— 
We  have  not  had  the  matter  before  the  Board,  but  I 
believe,  in  my  own  opinion,  it  would  be  desirable. 

53.  Would  you,  as  a Board,  be  prepared  to  do 
everything  for  it  as  you  have-  done  for  Strabane 4— 
Yes. 

54.  You  have  the  two  towns  lying  almost  together ; 
and  you  think  that  under  a joint  management  ad  van 
tages  might  result  for  both  ? — Yes,  but  they  might,  of 
course,  object  to  it. 

55.  Is  Lifford  lighted  ? — No. 
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56.  Is  the  water  supply  there  good  1 — I believe  it  is 
pretty  good,  but  I am  not  certain  of  it. 

57.  "What  distance  is  Lifford  from  Strabaue? — 
About  an  English  mile  from  this  Hall. 

58.  You  cannot  say,  definitely,  whether  there  is  a 
good  water  supply  there  1 — No ; but  I know  it  is 
supplied  by  the  Board  of  Superintendence. 

59.  And  have  you  any  method  of  extending  your 
water  supply  to  Lifford  ? — Oh,  yes. 

CO.  Then  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  take 
in  Lifford  ? — Yes. 

61.  And  do  you  tliink  the  Board  is  of  the  same 
opinion  ? — I could  not  say. 

62.  Is  it  the  prevailing  opinion  that  it  might  be 
brought  within  the  boundary  1 — I think  that  would  be 
popular,  and  I think  it  would  lighten  the  taxation. 

63.  What  about  sewerage? — In  the  matter  of 
sewerage,  I think  there  would  be  no  difficulty,  as  there 
is  a fall  to  the  river  the  whole  way  down. 

64.  Is  Lifford  as  flourishing  a town  as  Strabane? — No. 

65.  Would  Lifford  derive  any  advantage  from  being 
annexed  to  Strabane? — I could  not  say. 


CC.  Do  you  know  the  little  townland  of  Milltowu  ? Sthauasi. 

rieS'rr  ■ • • . Jirfy  H,  1S7J. 

0(.  Iiow  is  it  inhabited? — The  principal  house  is  ,.  — 

that  of  Mr.  Humphreys,  the  agent  of  the  Duke  of  KronedT* 
Abercorn ; the  rest  are  cottier  houses.  Mr.  Humphreys  ' ' ' 

is  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

68.  Do  you  think  the  Commissioners  would  object 
to  excluding  Milltown,  bearing  in  mind  its  isolated 
situation  ? — I think  it  should  continue  as  it  is. 

69.  Unless  some  adequate  reason  is  given  for  putting 
it  out  of  the  boundary,  you  think  the  Commissioners 
would  not  like  to  part  with  it?— No;  I think  they 
would  not,  now  that  we  have  water  and  sewerage  out 
to  it,  and  gone  to  all  such  expenses. 

70.  Do  you  extend  the  lights  out  to  Milltown?- 
No,  not  quite  so  far;  but  the  sewerage  and  water  go 
out  there. 

71.  Well  we  may  take  it  that  your  own  individual 
opinion  is  the  present  town  of  Strabane  is  of  sufficient 
extent  ? — Yes. 

72.  And  that  there  is  no  extension  required? — No, 
unless  Lifford  could  be  included. 


Mr.  Edward  Gallagher,  Town  Commissioner,  examined. 


73.  Mr.  Robihson. — You  have  heard  the  evidence 
given  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Commissioners,  and  of 
Mr.  Maguire,  the  Town  Clerk? — Yes. 

74.  And  do  you  coincide  with  then  opinions? — Yes. 

75.  How  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner? — 
Since  the  adoption  of  the  Act  in  1874.  . 

76.  Is  your  Board  well  attended? — Yes. 

77.  You  are  few,  and  a real  working  body  ? — Well, 
there  is  rarely  any  difficulty  in  getting  a quorum. 

78.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  take  charge 
of  the  roads  ? — I know  of  several  motions  in  regard  to 
that,  but  we  were  afraid  that  we  would  have  to  go  before 
Parliament  for  a bill,  and  then  the  last  tiling  we  me 
with  was  that  the  Poor  Law  Guardians,  becoming  the 
sanitary  authority,  took  the  jurisdiction  out  of  our 
hands  altogether 

79.  Do  you  tliink  that  it  would  he  desirable  for  the 
Commissioners  to  become  tlie  urban  sanitary  author- 
ity?— Well,  there  is  a division  of  opinion  about  it. 
The  ratepayers,  believe  that  that  portion  of  the  business 
would  be  better  conducted  here,  because  they  consider 
there. is  a great  deal  of  loose  management,  and  that 
those  who  have  tlie  authority  vested  in  them  have  not 
the  interest  of  tlie  ratepayers  at  heart.  We  luive  only 
two  Guardians  on  the  Board  representing  the-  people 
of  Strabane. 

80.  They  are  in  the  minority  then  ? — Yes,  and  the 
outside  Guardians  do  as  they  please.  The  difficulty  is 
this : as  it  is  now,  they’get  half  the  poor  rate,  and  con- 
sequently, the  one-lialf  is  paid  by  the  landlord,  and  they 
tliink  that  by  us  becoming  the  sanitai-y  authority  the 
whole  rate  would  be  levied  on  the  town.  That  is  the 
only  objection.  The  streets  are  kept  in  bad  repair  and 
the  Commissioners  have  to  pay  about  £150  a year  for 
scavenging.  They  would  like  to  have  the  roads,  but 
they  have  an  objection  to  lose  half  the  rates. 

81.  What  is  your  individual  opinion  ? — Would  it  be 
better  that  the  Commissioners  were  the  urban  san- 
itary authority? — I would  like  to  see  the  real  amount 
returned  in  the  poor  rate  to  the  occupiers  of  houses  and 
land  and  compare  that  with  the  amount  paid  additional 
to  the  county ; for  I understand  there  is  about  £700 
paid  to  the  support  of  the  rbads  over  what  is  expended 
— £700  on  the  roads  alone. 

82.  In  thinking  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  become 
the  urban  sanitary  authority,  do  you  think  it  would 
he  desirable  to  bringin  any  other  portion  of  other  places 
within  the  boundary  1 — Lifford  would  be  the  only  place 
tiiat  could  avail  us  for  the  purpose,  as  land  would  only 
be  charged  one-fourth. 

.§?•  70u  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  include 

Lifford  ? — Yes,  I think  it  would  be  very  desirable. 

84.  Have  you  ever  gone  into  the  matter  financially  ? 
—No,  we  thought  it  would  subject  us  to  a great  deal 
of  trouble,  Lifford  being  in  another  county. 


85.  Tlie  town  appears  to  me  very  unevenly  distributed, 
from  the  east  side  the  boundary  appears  to  be  about 
half  a mile  from  the  town,  and  in  another  place  it  is 
fully  a mile  and  a quarter.  Now,  if  we  were  to  take 
in  Lifford  within  the  boundary  it  would  not  extend  on 
the  west  side  more  than  the  boundary  does  on  the  south  ? 
— No,  it  would  not  extend  at  all. 

86.  Then  you  would  make  thereby  a more  even 
boundary  1 — I believe  so,  I had  it  measured  to  day,  not 
very  accurately,  but  the  distance  out  to  Ballycohnan  is 
about  the  same  as  to  Lifford.  With  regard  to  Milltown 
being  included  in  the  borough  in  the  late  arrangement, 
I think  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  Mr.  Hum- 
phreys’ desire,  hut  it  is  not  included  in  the  sanitary 
boundary. 

87.  Is  it.  within  the  contributory  district  for  sanitary 
rate  ? — No. 

88.  Is  there  any  special  sanitary  rate  levied  by  the 
Board  of  Guardians? — Yes,  and  Milltown  is  not 
included  hi  the  contributory  district,  although  it  is 
in  the  borough.  Mr.  Humphreys  was  Chairman  of 
tlie  Commissioners,  and  I may  state  that,  for  the 
purpose  of  his  being  connected  with  the  Commissioners, 
it  was  included. 

89.  What  was  the  special  rate  for? — It  was  for 
water  and  sewerage. 

90.  The  contributory  district  was  for  the  town  of 
Strabane  only,  with  the  exception  of  Milltown  ? — For 
the  whole  of  the  electoral  division  of  Strabane  only. 

91.  Would  you  see  any  objection  to  striking  out 
Milltown? — Well,  I think  it  would  not  be  material, 
for  all  the  town  rates  derived  from  it.  Mr.  Humphreys 
would  be  in  favour  of  the  water  and  the  sewerage, 
although  the  arrangement  to  be  made  would  subject 
him  to  a great  deal  of  annoyance.  He  pays  about  8 d. 
in  the  pound  for  water,  and  he  said  that  although  he 
would  be  glad  that  Milltown  should  be  comprised 
within  the  boundary,  yet  it  would  subject  him  to  a 
great  deal  of  annoyance. 

92.  Were  the  boundaries  of  the  town  under  the 
9th  George,  IV.  much  extended? — Yes,  very  much 
extended. 

- 93.  I suppose  the  boundary  included  only  the  town 

proper ; simply  the  ground  built  upon  ? — Yes. 

94.  And  when  you  adopted  tlie  Towns  Improvement 
Act  you  adopted  an  extended  boundary? — Yes. 

95.  You  think  if  you  had  to  strike  the  whole  of  the 
rate  for  sanitary  purposes  on  the  occupier,  it  would 
not  be  popular  in  Strabane  ? — I hardly  think  it  would. 

Mr.  John  Cunningham,  Lifford,  attended  and  said 
he  was  there  to  oppose  the  annexation  of  Lifforcl  He 
had  not  considered  the  matter  financially,  but  he  did 
not  see  that  any  advantage  would  accrue  to  Lifford 
bv  bein£r  brought  under  the  rule  of  Strabane. 

7 ° 3S  -a 


Mr.  Edward 
Gallagher. 
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Mr.  William  M'Cullough,  c.e.,  examined. 


96.  Mr.  Robinson. — How  long  have  you  been  Town 
Surveyor  of  Strabane  ? — Three  years. 

97.  Do  you  know  the  land  pretty  well  within  the 
boundary  l— Yes. 

98.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  tendency  to  build 
any  villa  residences  to  avoid  town  taxes? — Well,  I 
think  not. 

99.  They  who  have  their  business  and  work  in 
Strabane  mostly  live  there? — Yes,  that  is  generally 
so. 

100.  Is  there  a tendency  to  build  of  late  years  hi 
Strabane? — Yes,  a slight  tendency,  some  two  years 
ago,  but  I think  it  lias  decreased  lately.  I think  this 
is  owing  to  the  heavy  rates  in  the  town  for  sanitary 
and  other  purposes. 

101.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  desirability  of 
extension? — Well,  I don’t  tliink  there  is. 

102.  You  know  Milltown  ? — Yes. 

103. . You  see  there  is  a difficulty  arising  about  the 
contributory  districts,  and  do  you  think  it  would  effect 
the  Commissioners  if  Milltown  were  excluded? — I 
quite  concur  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Gallagher  and  Mr. 


maguire, 

but  they  would  rather  retain  it 


n.  would  much  matter 


1 04.  W ould  the  Milltown  people  object  ?— Decided  k- 
not.  ■’ 

1°5'  V!10  “to  levied  I — A portion  of  lt_ 

±65  15s.  6d.  pays  full  rate,  and  .£24  15s.  pays  one 
fourth  rate.  With  regard  to  Lifford  I would  object 
to  it  coming  under  the  Commissioners.  I think  we 
would  not  have  a right  to  be  taxed.  A wide  river 
intervenes  between  the  two  towns.  It  has  its  own 
water  supply,  but  it  is  in  the  Strabane  Union.  I have 
had  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lifiord 
and  they  would  object  decidedly. 

106.  There  appears  on  this  map  to  be  no  thickly 
populated  distinct  outside  the  town  that  the  town 
could  derive  any  ad  vantage  from?— Ho,  there  is  no 
densely  populated  district 

107.  You  think  that  in  1874  they  took  in  all  that 
was  desirable  ? — Yes. 

This  concluded  the  inquiry. 


SLIGO.— SEPTEMBER  1st,  1879. 


Before  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e.  ■ and  Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson. 


Mr.  James  M'Kim  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Cotton.— You  are  the  Town  Clerk  of  Sligo 

2.  How  long  have  you  filled  that  post  1— About  thir 
teen  years. 

3.  How  is  the  municipality  formed— under  whai 
Act?— Under  the  3rd  and  4th  Victoria,  chap.  lOS.unc 
1869  an<^  l^S0  ^ Borough  Improvement  Act  o! 

1869  tlie  Sli§°  ®oron®^  Improvement  Act  ol 

5.  What  is  the  area  of  the  Borough  ?—  3, 001  statute 
acres,  1 rood  and  29  perches. 

1871  wm  ioSo*  the  P°pukti°n *-The P°pnlation in 

7.  Is  that  an  increasing  population  ? — I believe  it  is 
not,  sir. 

8.  Bis  about  stationaiyt-Tes;  about  stationary. 

^ y'  what  is  the  valuation- of  the  Borough  ? £18,250 

10.  Has  that  been  increasing?— Yes. 

11.  Can  you  give  it  to  me— the  amount  for  five  or 
srx  years  back?— I cannot  give  it  to  you  now,  but  I 
will  afterwards.  I will  g0  back  two  or  three  years. 

1 A Is  Sligo  divided  into  wards  ?— Yes 
13.  How  many? — Three. 

w'Ji  “ones  ? — The  North,  East,  and 

to  tiL  ST  &He  ‘le  3>°°°  t-M 

16.  Yes? — I have  not  got  that. 

17.  Perhaps  you  can  get  me,  bye-and-bve  the  area 
and  valuatmn  of  each  ward?— Yes;  I tliink  I can. 

tan  7?u  ,teU  me  the  number  of  voters  on  the 
u thl  Voa;  I can  give  yorSeta 

are  88  tlf  In  the  No^h  Ward  there 

MSS  tte  *"* Waid  110:  “d  “ 

19.  What  is  the  representation  ? £10. 

’ 1 don’t  mean  the  qualification.  How  many 
oomcillora  are  there  for  each  ward! -Si*  councillors 
and  two  aldermen  for  each  ward. 

V31  TO*;eIf  altogether.  How  mmv  m 

qualified  to  sit  as  councillors  if  elected  2 T , 

say.  lie  qualification  is  S5  °U  “* 


22.  Can  you  make  that  number  out  for  me?— 1 
think  I can. 

23.  Can  you  give  me  the  rates  for  the  last  few  years, 
say  from  1874  ?— The  hist  rate  was  £3,530. 

24.  What  is  the  municipal  rate?— 4s.  6 d.  for  each 
year. 

25.  Mr.  Robinson. — Is  that  the  full  limit?— That  is 
the  full  limit. 

26.  Mr.  Cotton.— Since  1874?— Since  1869. 

27.  Can  you  give  me  the  poor  rate  from  1874 up? — 
Yes  ; in  1874,  it  was  2s.  9 d. ; in  1875,  2s.  8 d. ; in 
1876,  2s.  Id. ; in  1877,  2s.  Id. ; in  1878,  2s.;  and  in 
1879,  2s.  Id. ; that  includes  everything. 

28.  The  4s.  6rf.  rate  includes  all  rates  in  lieu  of 
county  cess  ? — Yes. 

29.  And  is  there  any  sanitary  rate  ? — Yes ; a 3d.  rate. 

30.  In  addition  to  the  4s.  6d.  ? — Yes. 

31.  Beyond  the  4s.  6 d.  1 — Yes  ; in  addition  to  the 
4s.  6d. 

32.  Does  that  threepenny  rate  inn  hack  for  the  last 
few  years  ?— Yes  ; it  does,  sir. 

33.  Can  you  tell  me  the  county  cess  in  the  adjoining 
Parts  ? — I cannot.  I do  not  know  what  it  is.  I think 
I can  give  you  the  county  cess  in  the  barony  of 
Carberry.  I can  give  you  that  now  from  1874.  It  is 
Is.  2jd.  for  the  summer  of  1874,  and  Is.  2d.  for  the 
spring ; that  is  2s.  4 \d.  for  the  two  levies. 

34.  You  had  better  give  me  the  total  for  each  year  ? 
—In  1875  it  was  2s.  5^d. ; in  1876,  2s.  Id.  ; in  1877, 
2s.  Id. ; and  in  1878,  2s.  2\d. 

35.  In  1869  the  boundary  of  the  municipality  was 
then  increased  ? — It  was,  sir. 

36.  And  made  the  same  as  the  Parliamentary  bound- 
ary?— Yes,  made  to  be  the  same  as  the  Parliamentary 
boundary. 

37  What  electoral  division  is  the  borough  in  ? — In 
the  electoral  division  of  Sligo. 

38.  Mr.  Robinson. — What  was  the  area  of  the 
boundary  before  the  Act  of  1869?— The  area  was 
499a.  3r.  19p. 

Mr.  Cotton. — And  at  the  same  time  as  the  area  was 
extended  to  the  Parliamentary  limit,  you  got  the  fiscal 
powers  of  the  Grand  Jury  transferred  to  you  ? — Yea; 
they  have  been  transferred  by  the  Act  of  1869. 
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40.  What  other  object  was  there  in  getting  the 
area  extended  at  that  time  ; or  was  there  any  special 
object  1 — Yes ; there  was  the  amalgamation  of  the 
two  bodies — the  Town  and  Harbour  Commissioners — 
in  managing  the  town. 

41.  That  might  have  been  independent  of  the  area  1 

— Well,  it  was  considered 

42.  A good  opportunity  of  extending  the  area  ? — 
Yes. 

43.  Has  the  question  of  altering  the  boundary  again 
been  before  the  Corporation  ? — It  has. 

44.  And  what  conclusion  did  the  Corporation  come 
to  ? — They  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  are  satis- 
fied with  the  present  boundaries. 

45.  Is  that  by  formal  resolution  of  the  Council?-- 
The  queries  you  sent  down  were  brought  before  the 
Council  on  the  1 1th  of  July. 

46.  And  you  were  instructed  to  answer  them  as 
they  appear  before  us,  and  there  is  no  alteration  re- 
quired ? — Yes. 

47.  Are  the  municipal  wards  coterminous  with  the 
Poor  Law  wards  within  the  boundary  ? — They  are. 

48.  Mr.  Robinson. — Can  you  give  us  the  area  of  the 
wards  for  Poor  Law  purposes. — No ; I have  not  got 
a return  at  present  showing  that,  but  I think  I will 
be  able  to  find  them  out  for  you. 

49.  Mr.  Cotton. — As  far  as  you  know  is  there  any 
special  advantage  in  having  the  Parliamentary  boun- 
dary and  the  Municipal  boundary  the  same — I mean 
for  any  purposes  connected  with  the  rate  books  or 
anything  of  that  kind — any  special  advantage? — I 
think  it  saves  a good  deal  of  trouble  in  having  the 
books  and  things  of  that  kind  the  same. 

50.  In  having  them  the  same? — Yes,  sir. 

51.  In  opening  these  proceedings  you  heard  me 
read  out  from  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  that  part  of  what  that  Com- 
mittee recommends  is  that  the  boundaries  of  towns 
should,  where  possible,  be  made  coterminous  with  Poor 
Law  electoral  divisions.  Well,  I see  that  the  Poor 
Law  electoral  division  of  Sligo  is  something  larger 
than  the  present  municipality.  Has  it  been  consi- 
dered at  all  whether  there  would  be  any  advantage  or 
difficulty  attending  making  the  two  the  same.  Do  you 
understand  me? — I do  not. 

52.  Well,  you  see  on  the  map  that  a green  line 
marks  the  boundary  of  the  town,  and  a blue  line 
marks  the  boundaiy  of  the  electoral  division.  You 
perceive  that  the  electoral  division  is  slightly  larger 
than  the  town.  Would  there  be  any  disadvantage 
attending  an  extension  of  the  town  boundary  in  order 
that  it  might  be  made  coterminous  with  the  blue  line  ? 
—Well,  we  have  not  fully  considered  that,  but  I think 
there  would. 

53.  What  is  your  opinion  ? — My  opinion  is  that  the 
advantages  we  would  derive  from  it  would  not  be 
equal  to  the  amount  that  would  be  expended  upon  the 
roads  and  other  repairs. 

^ou  think  that  the  valuation  of  the  additional 
area  would  not  compensate  for  the  expenses  of  the 
roads?— There  are  very  few  buildings  outside,  and 
those  buildings  are  only  valued  at  one-half  for  muni- 
C1P~  purposes  altogether  between  the  two  areas. 

55.  Between  the  old  area  and  the  new  area  ? — Yes, 
they  are  only  valued  at  one-half. 

6.  And  that  half  if  extended  to  the  blue  line  would 
apply  to  the  ring  outside?— It  would,  I suppose. 

57.  You  have  not  gone  into  any  calculation  on  the 
subject  ?— No. 


kq  ? °r  ^ CorP°wition  ?— No. 

• Mr.  Robinson. — The  present  boundary  cuts 
cnrougii  sixteen  townlands.  If  the  entire  of  those 
ands  that  are  cut  through  were  included,  il 
° boundary  coterminous  witl 

cnat  ot  the  electoral  division?— I think  the  electora 
envision  is  a roundabout  boundary. 


60.  If  the  entire  of  the  townlands  partially  cut  were 
included,  the  boundaries  would  then  be  coterminous  ? 
— Yes,  they  would. 

61.  Mr.  Cotton. — And  except  the  additional  ex- 
pense of  the  roads  you  see  no  difficulty  in  making  them 
coterminous  ? — Yes ; there  would  be  the  malicious  in- 
j unes,  the  repairs  of  bridges,  and  other  matters  of  that 
kind. 

62.  Do  you  extend  the  lighting  out  to  the  limits  of 
the  circle?— No,  sir;  only  as  far  as  the  actual 
municipal  boundary,  and  in  some  places  not  so  far. 

63.  Is  there  sufficient  land  within  the  present 
boundavy  available  for  building  purposes  for  mauy 
years? — Yes ; I think  so. 

64.  Has  there  been  any  opinion  expressed  about 
contracting  the  present  area  on  account  of  its 
being  too  large  ? —No,  sir ; one  of  the  objects  for  which 
the  Act  of  1869  was  passed  was  to  extend  the  muni- 
cipal district. 

65.  Mr.  Robinson. — Can  you  give  me  the  area  of 
the  land  upon  which  the  entire  rate  is  struck,  and  also 
that  upon  which  only  half  is  struck  1 — I may  tell  you 
that  the  land  which  is  near  the  town,  is  that  upon 
which  4s.  6 d.  is  paid.  The  rest  is  only  valued  at  2s. 
3d. ; and  only  4s.  6 cl.  is  paid  on  it  within  certain 
limits. 

66.  Mr.  Cotton.— What  is  the  valuation  of  build- 
ings within  the  old  area? — £12,907  14s. 

67.  Then  half  the  rate  upon  the  same  area  ? — That 
is  4s.  6 d.,  with  certain  deductions  made  under  our 
Act. 

68.  What  does  each  rate  produce — being  the  entire 
rate  ? — The  full  amount  of  the  rate  is  £3,530,  that  is 
about  the  gross  sum.  There  is  very  little  difference 
from  year  to  year.  Then  come  the  buildings  between 
the  two  areas. 

69.  On  which  the  4s.  G d.  rate  is  paid  for  buildings 
within  the  old  area? — Yes.  The  amount  is  £12,907 
14s. 

70.  And  what  is  the  next  sum'? — £969. 

71.  That  is  the  2s.  6 d.  rate  on  buildings? — Yes. 
That  is  the  half  of  the  5s.  which  we  are  empowered  to 
levy  in  the  event  of  striking  an  additional  rate  for 
water. 

72.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  entire  electoral 
division? — I could  not  tell  you. 

73.  What  is  the  rest  of  the  items? — In  the  old 
municipal  boundary  the  valuation  of  the  land  is  £614 
18s. 

74.  What  rate  is  that  ? — That  is  the  2s.  3 d.  rate. 

75.  Then  what  is  the  amount  outside  that  ring?— 
£2,967  9s.,  that  also  is  half  the  os.  rate. 

76.  That  only  makes  £17,000  ? — But  that  is  not  all 
Then  there  is  half  annual  rents — Perhaps  I had  better 
give  you  them  ? 

77.  Yes? — Half  annual  rents  inside  the  old  muni- 
cipal boundary  is  £712  8*.,  and  the  half  annual  rents 
between  the  two  boundaries  is  £78  15s. 

78.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  the  ratepayers 
within  the  town  on  the  question  of  the  boundary — 
has  there  been  any  expression  of  opinion? — There  has 
been  no  expression  of  opinion. 

79.  Neither  for  Or  against? — No;  not  as  far  as 
I heard.  I believe  the  people  are  satisfied  with  the 
present  arrangement. 

80.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  the  people  living 
close  to  the  present  boundary — whether  they  would 
wish  to  be  brought  in  ? — I never  heard  any  opinion 
expressed  by  them. 

81.  Mr.  Robinson. — If  the  electoral  division  were 
included  it  would  give  you  an  increased  valuation 
of  £4,082,  that  would  be  only  liable  to  the  one-half 
rate  1— Yes. 

82.  Would  it  bring  in  any  buildings? — Yery  few, 
and  even  then  it  would  be  very  little  more  than  half. 


Sligo 
Sept.  1,18 

Mr.  James 
M‘Kim. 
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Mr.  Alexander  Gillmor,  examined. 


1Slk!““1"'  82-  Mr-  Cotton.— You  are  Mayor  of  Sligo  1— You. 

83.  Will  you  kindly  give  us  the  opinion  of  the  Corpo- 
ration on  the  subject  of  the  boundary  of  the  borough  ? 
— That  is  on  the  subject  of  an  extension  ? 

84.  Yes  ? — It  was  the  unanimous  feeling  of  the 
council,  that  there  should  not  be  any  extension.  I 
summoned  a meeting  of  the  Committee — which  includes 
all  the  members  of  the  Council — specially  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  matter.  Those  queries 
were  read  out  seriatim,  and  the  answers  to  all  approved 
of.  That  course  was  afterwards  approved  of  at  it 
general  meeting  of  the  council,  and  I never  heard  any 
dissent  to  it  from  any  member. 

85.  When  they  considered  the  question,  I suppose  it 
was  not  before  you,  as  to  whether  an  increase  of  the 
boundary  to  that  of  the  electoral  division  would  be 
desirable  or  not? — I don’t  think  the  point  of  the 
electoral  division  extension  was  before  them ; because 
I think  it  was  generally  understood  that  the  same 
wards  of  the  Borough  and  the  Poor  Law  wards  were 
coterminous,  but  I see  now  there  is  a little  extension 
caused  by  tie  townlands. 

86.  The  electoral  division  is  larger,  and  it  has  a 
valuation  of  £4,000  more  than  the  Borough  of  Sligo — 
you  have  not  considered  the  question  of  whether  it 
would  or  would  not  be  desirable  to  extend  the  boun- 
dary to  the  electoral  division  % — I do  not  know  the 
exact  amount  it  would  produce.  We  have  not  calcu- 
lated it;  but  there  seems  to  be  the  impression  that 
the  extension  would  not  compensate  for  the  additional 
duties  that  the  Corporation  would  have  to  undertake. 

87.  Mr.  Robinson.— The  additional  outlay  necessary 
to  keep  up  the  enlarged  district  I—’ Yes. 

88.  Mr.  Cotton. — Necessary  for  keeping  up  the 
roads  1 — Les,  I think  it  might  create  some  bad  feeling 
on  the  part  of  gentlemen  having  property ; because  we 
had  a great  difference  of  opinion  with  them  when  the 
Act  of  1869  was  obtained  and  it  caused  a great  deal  of 
bad  feeling  and  I think  an  extension  might  lead  to 
something  of  the  same  kind  again,  which  I think  with 
a view  to  the  wellbeing  of  the  town,  it  would  be  well 
to  obviate  if  possible. 

89.  You  don  t think  there  would  be  any  working 
advantage  in  having  the  electoral  division  and  town 
areas  the  same? — No,  I don’t  think  there  would ; that 
is  my  impression. 

90.  The  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  hav- 


ing expressed  such  a strong  opinion  about  it  Ta 
anxious  to  have  recorded  any  reason  for  or  against 
m the  present  instance  I may  tell  you  there  are  very 

few  cases  where  it  would  be  possible,  but  it  so  haimZ 

that  Sligo  seems  one  of  those  cases  where  a slight  exten 
sion  would  make  the  two  the  same,  and  that  is  whv  T 
would  like  to  have  on  the  notes,  a reason  for  or  aeaiL 
it?— In  one  direction  such  an  extension  would  out 
two  miles.  ° 

91.  Mv.  KomNBON.-It  would  g„  two  miles  fa*, 
the  centre  of  the  town,  but  not  two  miles  from  the 
limit  of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

92.  Mv.  Cotton.— Hove  the  Corporation considered 
the  question  whether  or  not  a rearrangement  of  the 
wards  wouldbe  desirable?— They  camcto°tlie  conclusion 
that  they  didn’t  think  so,  considering  the  position  of 
the  streets  of  the  town.  They  are  very  nicely  divided  I 
should  think. 

93.  And  the  ratepayers  of  the  town  generally  are  of 
the  same  opinion?— I have  heard  no  objection.  On  the 
contrary,  anyone  outside  the  Corporation  I have  spoken 
to  on  the  subject  has  been  in  favour  of  the  present  area 
remaining  as  it  is. 

94.  And  you  have  heard  no  opinion  expressed  la- 
the people  living  near  the  boundary  in  favour  of  the 
boundary  being  contracted  ? — No. 

95.  Mr.  Robinson. — Were  you  unaware  of  the  wish 
of  the  Committee  of  tlie  House  of  Commons  to  make 
the  two  boundaries  coterminous  ?— I never  heard  of  it 
before  this  morning.  If  wo  had  known  that  that  was 
the  wish  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
then  wo  would  have  taken  the  sense  of  the  Council  on 
the  subject.  In  fact  I think  very  few  members  of  tlie 
Council  knew  there  was  any  di  (Terence.  I think  it  was 
taken  for  granted  that  they  were  the  same. 

96.  Has  any  inconvenience  been  experienced  by  the 
fact  that  the  boundary  is  a hard  and  fast  lino  cutting 
through  townlands? — I have  not  heard  of  any;  nor  do 
I think  it  likely  there  would  be  any  inconvenience  ex- 
perienced. 

97.  Do  you  know  if  it  cuts  through  any  houses?— 

I don’t  think  it  does. 

98.  I suppose  once  tlie  valuation  was  correctly  ad- 
justed there  was  no  inconvenience  after  that? — I sup- 
pose  people  were  hound  to  put  up  with  it,  even  if  it 
had  caused  inconvenience. 


Mr.  Alderman 
Kidd. 


Mr.  Alderman  Kidd,  examined. 


9.9.  Mr.  Cotton.— May  I ask  what  your-  view  is  o 
the  subject  of  extending  the  municipal  boundary  ?— 
only  wish  to  say  that  it  was  not  considered  by  theCounc 
—it  was  not  put  before  them— the  question  as  to  win 
ther  any  extension  of  the  municipal  boundary  to  tfaa 
of  the  electoral  division  would  be  of  advantage  • 
think  the  general  feeling  would  be,  and  is,  that  an 
advantage  that  could  be  obtained  by  extending  it  an 
making  it  coterminous  with  the  Poor  Law  boundai 
would  be  overcome  by  the  cost  of  maintaining  th 
roMs  md  everything  of  tUt  kind;  and  mSthe 
ttog,  the  Corporation  would  derive  very  little  benefi 
for  tbey  woo'd  receive  only  2,.  3d.  in  the  pound  o: 
aUthat  property,  and  rt  would  make  it  verfdifficul 
to  attend  to  the  work  for  that,  and  th.  coimty  cea 
itself  would  be  about  the  same  rate  that  those  par-tie 
“lan1  ^“daries  are  at  present  paying. 

100  Why  does  that  argument  apply  to  the  exten 

son  of  the  present  boundary  to  the  eleetoral  division 

and  not  apply  to  the  extension  of  the  old  boundary  t. 
the  present  one ; for-  rt  appears  to  me  that  there  i 
just  the  same  argument  in  both  cases'— We  though- 


the  Parliamentary  boundary  would  be  a convenient 
one.  I think  that  was  really  tlie  reason  it  was  adopted 
— that  it  would  be  equally  convenient.  The  extension 
was  from  the  municipal  boundary  to  the  Parliamen- 
tary boundary.  The  municipal  boundary  was  a zig- 
zag one,  and  the  other  was  a mile  radius  from  the 
centre  of  the  town. 

101.  It  was  of  advantage  to  the  town  to  extend 
their  boundary  to  tlie  Parliamentary  boundary?— 
Yes,  we  thought  so. 

102.  The  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  outline  of 
the  boundary  appears  to  be  just  suitable  for  an  exten- 
sion to  the  electoral  division.  Why,  therefore,  would 
it  not  be  equally  of  advantage  to  the  town  to  extend 
the  present  boundary  to  that  of  the  electoral  division?— 
I really  could  not  answer  that  question  except  in  this 
way — that  I think  it  never  was  considered.  It  was 
never  suggested.  Taking  the  Parliamentary  boun- 
dary of  a mile  radius  it  was  thought  would  he  suffi- 
cient, and  it  was  generally  considered  convenient,  and 
the  extension  to  that  boundary  brought  in  a valuation 
that  was  much  more  desirable. 
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Mr.  M'Kiji,  Town  Clerk,  re-examined. 

y°“  “S  th6  V*1"a*i011  Ilet'vee"  tl"1  ‘'™  *«ts— ■ the  old  m-ea  and  fie  present 


Sligo. 

4 eft.  1.  1875. 
Mr.  M‘Kim. 


Mr.  Gillmor,  Mayor,  re-examined. 


104.  Mr.  Cotton. — Do  you  wish  to  add  anything 
to  your  previous  evidence  1— Yes ; another  reason  for 
our  not  extending  the  present  boundary  further  has 
just  occurred  to  me.  That  is,  that  the  Corporation 
would  be  bound  to  have  sewerage  made  and  all  that ; 
and  it  would  be  very  expensive  and  would  come  to  a 
large  sum  of  money,  and  they  would  also  have  to  pay 
the  county-at-large  charges — one-twelfth. 

105.  In  the  same  way  when  they  extended  their 


small  area  to  the  present  large  one,  were  they  not 
bound  to  sewer  it  too  ? -There  was  a good  deal  done 
at  the  time. 

10G.  The  valuation  you  included  then  was  only 
.£2,500,  whereas  if  you  included  the  whole  of  the 
electoral  division  you  would  liave  a valuation  of 
£4,000  additional  ?— It  seems  a good  deal  larger  no 
doubt. 


Mr.  Gillmor. 


Examination  of  Alderman  Kidd  resumed. 


107.  Mi'.  Robinson. — "Would  you  take  in  the  entire 
of  the  Hazelwood  demesne  if  you  took  in  the  entire 
of  the  electoral  division  ? — Yes. 

108.  It  has  been  tin-own  out  so  strongly  by  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  we  want 
to  have  it  on  the  notes  what  the  reasons  are  for  or 
against  an  extension  to  the  electoral  division  boun- 
dary ? — I think  if  the  question  was  proposed  and  you 
desired  an  answer,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the 
Council  to  consider  it  before  we  could  trive  an  answer 
to  it. 

109.  Perhaps  if  there  was  no  objection  to  it  you 
would  have  it  brought  before  the  Council,  in  order 
that  they  might  consider  the  question  and  express  an 
opinion  as  to  whether  an  extension  to  the  electoral 
division  is  desirable  or  not ; and  in  considering  the 


matter  you  will  take  into  account  the  additional 
valuation  that  would  be  brought  in,  and  also  the 
length  of  the  roads  to  be  maintained,  and  all  the 
other  points  in  connection  with  the  expenditure  you 
would  incur? — Yes,  we  will  consider  the  question, 
and  we  will  send  you  the  result  of  our  deliberations. 

110.  In  the  rates  struck  in  the  union  of  Sligo  and 
in  all  the  electoral  divisions  of  the  union,  except  that 
of  Sligo,  there  was  one  penny  for  sanitary  rate,  and  it 
was  not  struck  there  because  it  was  the  same  as  that 
struck  in  the  municipal  area? — We  are  the  urban 
sanitary  authority. 

111.  "What  1 was  going  to  ask  you  with  reference 
to  that  additional  rate  was,  is  it  paid  by  the  people 
between  your  area  and  that  of  the  electoral  division  ? — 
Yes. 


Alderman 

Kidd. 


Mr.  Edward  Chisholm  examined. 


Mr.  Edward 
Chisholm. 


112.  Mr.  Cotton.— Wliat  are  the  liabilities  of  the 
Corporation  ? — The  total  liabilities  of  the  Corporation 
in  the  month  of  September  last,  the  date  of  the  last 
audit,  amounted  to  £11,177  16s-  3d. 

113.  For  what  purposes  was  that  debt  incurred? — 
In  1869,  before  the  Sligo  Borough  Improvement  Act 
was  introduced,  there  was  a balance  of  about  £1,000, 
and  the  origin  of  that,  as  far  as  I can  see  from  the  books, 
was  at  the  time  of  the  reformed  corporations  there  was 
some  change  in  the  corporate  bodies,  and  the  Recorder 
and  Town  Clerk  at  that  time  were  2)ensioned  off. 
There  was  a sum  given  to  him  of  several  hundred 
pounds  by  way  of  compensation  for  loss  of  office  and, 
also  tlm  expenses  incurred  by  the  Revising  Barrister 

“J®  time.  At  all  events,  in  1869  there  was  about 
£1,000  incurred  in  that  way.  After  the  Improve- 
ment Act  was  passed  in  1869— by  that  Act  an  out- 
standing debt  of  the  Town  Commissioners — which 
eoAAAVTS-  abolished  hy  tlia.t  Act,  a debt  of  about 
2,  J00  Irish,  became  the  liability  of  the  Cor-poration. 
-that  made  the  debt  then  about  £3,000.  The  costs  of 
t le  Improvement  Bill  itself  were  taxed  to  within  a 
fraction  of  £3,000,  making  then  a total  of  £6,000. 
was  a^so  a debt  at  the  time  standing  as  between 
e down  and  Harbour  Commissioners.  The  result 
o an  arbitration  as  between  those  two  bodies,  was  that 
tnere  was  an  award  given  for  upwards  of  £800, 
+1°  tv  having  been  due  by  the  Town  Commissioners 
o tne  Harbour  Commissioners  also  became  a liability 
ot  the  Corporation  who  succeeded  the  Town 
— — in  their  functions.  That  added  nearly 


114.  The  Mayor. — I 
last  amount.  That  debt 


■would  desire  to  explain  that 
was  incurred  in  this  way.  The 


Town  and  Harbour  Commissioners  opposed  the  Cor- 
poration in  Parliament  in  getting  the  Act  of  1869. 
Afterwards  by  a clause  in  that  Act  any  matter  in 
dispute  between  both  parties  was  left  to  arbitration. 
The  arbitration  was  held,  and  the  amount  was  awarded 
by  the  arbitrator  as  against  the  Corporation,  so  that 
virtually  the  Corporation  had  to  pay  for  the  opposition 
against  themselves.  There  was  over  £1,000  expended 
on. engineering  and  other  matters,  and  that  was  in- 
cluded in  the  parliamentary  taxed  costs. 

115.  That  is  in  connexion  with  the  waterworks 
portion  of  the  Bill? — I connexion  with  the  Bill 
generally,  aDd  the  waterworks  especially. 

116.  Witness. — That  would  be  about  £S,000. 
Well,  some  few  years  ago  there  were  two  actions, 
brought,  resulting  from  the  passing  of  that'  Bill,  by  • 
Mr.  Parke  of  Dunallyand  Mr.  Wynne  of  Hazelwood, 
arising  out  of  the  water  question;  and  those  two 
actions  .-with  costs  amounted  to  about  £800,  and  the 
Corporation  expended  the  balance  of  the  debt  incurred 
in  completing  the  erection  of  this  Town  Hall. 

117.  Mi-.  Robinson. — How  is  the  debt  being  paid 
off? — The  amount  of  the  debt  now  standing  in  deben- 
ture mortgages  and  bonds  of  the  Corporation,  op 
which  they  pay  yearly  interest,  is  £11,616  18s. 

118.  Mr.  Cotton. — Has  it  been  paid  off  at  all? — 
No ; there  is  none  of  it  paid  off.  We  are  paying  live 
per  cent,  interest  on  those  bonds. 

119.  What  property  has  the  Corporation  besides 
the  rates? — A small  rental  of  £76,  Irish — nett  about 
£72 — deducting  taxes. 

120.  That  is  all? — Yes;  that  is  all;  except  this 
Hall. 

121.  Have  they  any  other  estates  or  markets? — 
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Slico 

Sept.  1,  1879. 
Mr.  Chisholm. 


No,  sir.  Mr.  Wynne  of  Hazelwood  is  tlie  proprietor 
of  the  tolls  and  customs  of  the  town.  Then  our  in- 
come is  from  the  borough  rate,  from  the  sanitary 
rate,  and  also  from  the  Petty  Sessions  lines. 

122.  What  was  the  income  of  last  year  from  the 
different  items  1 — The  actual  amount  of  the  borough 
rate  lodged  for  last  year  was  £3,334  Os.  id.  The 
Treasury  paid  in  aid  of  local  rates  £100  4s.  3d.  The  dog 
tax  last  year  was  £21  13s.  lOd,  and  the  Petty  Sessions 
fines  for  the  borough  amounted  to  £32  7s.,  and  there 
was  the  rent,  which  I have  already  mentioned,  £72. 
The  sanitary  rate — the  actual  lodgment  last  year, 
ending  the  9th  of  September,  was  £205,  and  from 
the  Treasury  to  that  account  £5  11s.  id — that  is  in 
all  £210  11s.  id.  With  reference  to  the  income 
from  the  Town  Hall,  that  will  not  be  a source  of 
profit  to  the  Corporation  now.  The  Grand  Jury  now 
occupy  the  new  courts,  but  for  three  years  we  had 
apartments  let  here  in  the  Town  Hall  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  assizes  and  sessions,  and  that  produced 
£200  a year.  We  have  not  got  that  now,  for,  since 


March  last,  they  have  occupied  their  own  court- 
house. Speaking  generally,  there  is  not  likely  to  be 
any  profit  to  the  Corporation  from  this  Town  Hall 
because  what  we  receive  from  hirings,  and  £25  the 
yearly  rent  from  the  commercial  news  room,  will  he 
expended  in  £50  ground  rent  for  the  site,  about  £40 
the  cost  of  the  lights  for  the  building,  and  about  £40 
caretaker’s  wages— at  15s.  a week ; so  that  we  do  not 
expect  it  will  yield  a surplus  from  the  building  itself 
unless  in  the  course  of  time  they  succeed  in  setting  to 
advantage  some  of  the  apartments  that  can  be  spared 
for  the  purpose. 

123.  Can  you  tell  me  if  you  keep  separute  in  the 
accounts  the  cost  of  the  maintenance  in  the  borough 
of  the  streets  and  roads  1 — Last  year  the  payments  to 
the  Grand  Jury  by  the  Corporation  amounted  to 
£689  10s.  6 d. 

124.  And  what  are  the  other  items? — I can  give 
you  them  all  on  a printed  form.  [The  witness  then 
handed  in  a printed  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditure  of  the  Corporation]. 


Mr.  William 
Cochrane. 


Mr.  William  Cochrane  examined. 


125.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  the  Borough  Surveyor 
of  Sligo  ?-I  am. 

126.  What  is  the  length  of  the  roads  in  the 
borough  ?— Twenty-two  miles  between  the  two. 

127.  Do  you  know  what  the  length  of  the  roads 
would  be  outside  the  present  boundary,  and  within 
the  electoral  division  1 — I could  let  you  know  that  in  a 
few  minutes.  At  present  the  roads  cost  us  £30  per 


mile,  but  there  are  a great  many  very  small  ones. 
But  the  main  roads  that  would  be  taken  in  would  be 
rather  expensive  thoroughfares,  and  I think  would  cost 
a great  deal  more  than  that  to  keep  up.  We  pay  £675 
a year  for  keeping  that  twenty-two  and  a half  miles 
of  streets  and  roads  in  order,  but  a great  many  of 
those  are  back  streets,  where  there  is  very  little 
traffic. 


Mr.  Gillmor,  Mayor,  re-examined. 


1 28.  Mr.  Cotton. — How  does  the  question  of  the 
water  supply  stand  at  present? — It  would  be  very- 
difficult  to  answer  that  question.  As  you  are  probably 
aware  a Provisional  Order  was  granted  in  1877,  and 
it  was  then  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons, 
when  a petition  against  it  was  lodged  by  Mr.  Parke, 
of  Dunally ; and  it  was  then  discovered  that  there 
was  a clause  in  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1874,  pro- 
lnbiting  any  public  body  from  diverting  water  without 
the  consent  of  all  the  parties  connected  with  it,  and 


Mr.  Parke  refusing  to  give  his  written  consent,  the 
Bill  was  consequently  thrown  out  of  the  House — 
or  for  some  reason  or  other  it  was  withdrawn  by  the 
Government,  and  in  1878  the  same  clause  was  renewed 
in  it,  and  we  libped  in  the  meantime  that  some  action 
would  be  taken  by  the  Legislature  on  the  subject.  It 
appears  to  me  a monstrous  thing  that  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament should  give  one  man  the  opportunity  and 
power  of  depriving  a large  community  of  a supply  of 
water. 


Mr.  Cochrane. 


Examination  of  Mr.  Cochrane  resumed. 


. 199'  Is  tliere  any  large  expenditure  contemplati 
m the  matter  of  sewerage  ?— No,  sir.  We  have  coi 
pleted  our  sewerage  in  Sligo  now.  All  the  main  sewe 
are  completed.  You  will  see  by  this  map  (produce, 
that  every  street  m Sligo  is  now  supplied  with  a ma 
sewer.  We  have  completed  our  sewerage  here. 

130.  Are  there  any  building  operations  going  or 


-There  have  been  twelve  or  thirteen  houses  built 
within  the  last  two  years. 

131.  Li  which  direction  do  they  extend? — They 
are  all  within  the  municipal  boundary — all  round  the 
town. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 
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PORTADOWN.—  JUNE  16th,  1879. 

Before  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton 


Mr.  Robert  M'Ceatchey  examined. 


1.  You  arc  tlie  Clerk  to  the  Town  Commissioners? 
— I am. 

2.  How  long  have  you  occupied  that  position  ? — 
Since  1875. 

3.  What  Act  is  the  municipality  of  Portadown  un- 
der?— The  Towns  Improvement  Act  of  1854. 

4.  When  was  it  put  under  that  Act  ? — Xu  Decem- 
ber, 1854. 

5.  Had  it  been  previously  under  any  other  Act  ? — 
Under  9tli  Geo.  IV. 

6.  The  boundaries  of  the  town  were  fixed  in  1854, 
when  it  was  put  under  that  Act.  Have  they  been 
extended  ? — They  were,  previously  to  that,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1858. 

7.  Were  they  altered  when  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act  was  adopted? — No,  but  in  1858  they  were. 

8.  Were  they  altered  since  that? — No. 

9.  Have  you  a map  of  this  town? — Yes. 

10.  Is  the  boundary  of  the  town  shown  upon  that 
map  ?— Yes. 

11.  Do  you  know  what  the  previous  boundary  was  ? — 
I don’t  know  at  present  what  the  boundary  was  in  1840. 

12.  Do  you  know,  as  a matter  of  fact,  the  exten- 
sion in  1858  involved  a large  increase? — It  was  a 
large  increase. 

13.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  object  of  it  ? Why 
was  the  increase  sought  for  at  that  time  ? -I  don’t 
know. 


14.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town  of  Porta- 
down.?— In  1871  it  was  0,735,  at  the  present  time  I 
suppose  it  is  nearly  9,000. 

15.  I see  you  have  returned  it  as  8,900.  Do  you 
believe  that  to  be  about  it? — Yes. 

16.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  number  of 
houses  in  Portadown? — There  are  1,709  houses  at 
present. 

17.  What  is  the  area  of  Portadown? — 057  acres,  2 
roods,  7 perches,  statute  measure. 

18.  And  the  last  valuation  ? — The  valuation  for  this 
year  is  £16,410  10s.  That  is  for  1879. 

19.  That  is  an  increase  upon  the  last  year  of  a sum 
of  £300  ? — Yes.  It  has  been  on  the  increase  since 
1874 — for  the  five  years  mentioned  in  the  queries. 

20.  In  what  way  can  you  give  mo  the  increase? — 
Year  by  year?— Yes.  In  1874  it  was  £14,935  10s. : 
in  1875,  £15,102  15s. ; in  1870,  £15,102  5s.  ; in 
1877,  £15,540;  in  1878,  £16,083:  in  1879, 
£16,410  10s. 

21.  What  is  the  number  of  municipal  voters  in  Por- 
tadown? I think  it  is  417 1— Yes,  417  is  the  number. 

22.  How  many  of  these  voters  are  qualified  to  sit 
on  the  Board  of  the  Commissioners,  if  elected?— 126. 
More  than  one-fourth. 

23.  What  electoral  division  is  Portadown  in  ? — 
Portadown  and  Carrowbrack. 

24.  Do  you  know  how  far  these  electoral  divisions 
extend  away  from  the  town?— I think  both  extend 
outside  the  town. 


are  not  cotermillous  with  the  town?— No. 
^b.  Do  you  know  to  what  extent  they  go  out— 
three  miles  l— No,  they  do  not. 

27.  Does  not  Portadown  extend  to  Drumcree' 
p fi  relson  ,sk  that  is,  one  of  the  recommendations 
e Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  that, 
ere  it  was  possible,  an  electoral  division  should 
oe  coterminous  with  a town  boundary.  But  in  those 
, Sef  a?' . . lch  ft  would  be  necessary  to  take  the  elec- 
ra  division  as  the  town  boundary,  it  is  necessary  tc 
Quite0]16  reaS0IL  ^ou  are  I’ft*6  clear  about  that?— 


5J  ft  extends  too  far?— Yes. 

V?1  y°u.  8"®  me  the  rates  for  the  last  fi’ 
it ^ iTi a-rf ^?lpal  rates?— In  1874,  Is.;  in  187 
i m 1876,  lid. ; in  1877,  Is. ; in  1878,  Is. 


30.  And  have  you  struck  any  for  this  year?— Yes. 

31.  1879  is  a shilling  also,  is  it? — Yes. 

32.  Will  you  give  me  the  poor  rates  for  the  same 
years? — In  1874  the  poor  rate  was  Is.  (id. ; in  1875 
Is.  ; in  1870,  Is.  ; in  1877,  lOd,  ; in  1878,  lOd.  ; in 
1879,  lOd. 

33.  I-Iow  was  it  that  in  the  return  you  gave  us  for 
the  year  1878  the  poor  rate  is  stated  at  lOd.  and  Sd. 
— was  that  a mistake? — That  would  bo  Carrowbrack 
and  Portadown,  two  electoral  divisions. 

34.  Which  is  lOd.  ? — Portadown. 

35.  How  much  of  the  town  is  in  the  electoral  divi- 
sion of  Portadown,  and  how  much  in  that  of  Carrow- 
brack?— The  greater  portion  of  the  town  is  in  Porta- 
down. 

30.  And  is  there  much  in  Carrowbrack  ? — No,  not 
very  much. 

37.  Can  you  divide  the  area  between  the  two  divi- 
sions ? — Carrowbrack  is  in  Edenderry. 

38.  Was  there  a part  of  Edenderry  included — you 
gave  me  the  area  027  acres — can  you  divide  that  be- 
tween the  two  electoral  divisions  ? — I can,  but  I have 
not  got  the  figures  just  at  present. 

39.  Could  you  point  out  on  the  map  which  is  the 
liortion  that  is  in  Portadown  ? — Yes. 

39.  Will  you  do  so,  please  ? — (The  witness  then 
pointed  out  the  portion  on  the  map) — 139  acres,  3 
rood,  2 pcrclfcs,  are  in  Carrowbrack. 

40.  And  the  balance  is  in  Portadown  ? — Yes. 

41.  Can  you  give  me  the  county  cess  for  the  same 
years,  beginning  in  1874  ? — As  taken  from  the  collec- 
tor’s books  it  is  as  follows : — for  the  year  ’74,  for 
spring  and  summer,  Is.  ; for ’75,  Is.  8<£  ; for  '76, 
Is.  Id.  ; for  ’77,  Is.  0 d.  ; for  ’78,  Is.  0</. 

42.  What  was  struck  this  year  for  spring  assizes? — 
I cannot  say  at  present.  I did  not  look  for  that. 

43.  Have  the  Commissioners  had  under  considera- 
tion the  question  of  extension  of  boundaries? — No. 
It  has  been  talked  about,  but  they  have  not  had  it 
under  consideration. 

44.  Were  these,  queries  laid  before  them  ? — Yes. 

45.  And  what  instructions  did  they  give  you  with 
rogard  to  answering  them  1 — 1 was  directed  to  answer 
these  queries  as  put  in  the  return  before  you. 

46.  -And  the  opinion  of  the  municipal  body  is  that 
they  require  no  alteration  at  present  1 — Yes. 

47.  Was  that  done  by  a formal  resolution  which  is 
on  the  books? — It  was  not.  Your  letter  was  read, 
and  the  matter  was  talked  over,  and  I was  directed  to 
reply  to  these  queries  as  they  are  there. 

48.  The  letter  was  read  at  the  Board  ? — Yes,  and 
the  letter  was  entered  on  the  minutes. 

49.  Can  you  tell  me  how  many  members  were 
present  at  that  meeting  1 — Ten. 

50.  Your  entire  number  is  15  ? — Yes. 

51.  And  you  were  directed  by  that  meeting  to 
say  that  no  alteration  was  required  ?— - Yes. 

52.  Was  that  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  meet- 
ing?— I think  there  were  some  members  who  said 
that  they  thought  extension  would  be  desirable,  but 
that  was  what  I was  directed  to  reply  to  the  queries. 

53.  The  direction  was  not  by  resolution  ? — No. 

54.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  the  ratepayers  of 
the  town  ? Has  the  question  been  discussed  among 
them? — I have  not  heard  any  opinion  expressed  by 
the  ratepayers  with  reference  to  it. 

55.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  any  of  the  resi- 
dents outside  the  present  limits,  whether  they  would 
wish  to  be  taken  in  ? — I have  heard  of  one  that  would 
not  be  very  well  pleased  if  he  was  included  in  the 
boundary. 

66.  You  are  the  urban  sanitary  authority  ? — Yes. 

57.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 

3 T 
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Portadown.  question  as  to  •whether  they  would  wish  to  take,  up  the 
June  id.  is70.  control  over  the  roads  within  their  district? — The 
Mr  Robert  Board  have  never  had  it  under  consideration,  though  I 
M'Clatchev  have  heard  it  talked  about. 

58.  Are  they  aware  that  they  could  petition  to  get 
it? — Yes,  quite  aware  of  that. 

59.  And  that  if  the  Local  Government  Board  choose 
to  give  it  to  them  they  could  get  it? — Yes. 

60.  But  they  have  never  taken  any  action? — They 
have  not. 

61.  How  is  the  town  lighted  ? — By  121  lamps. 

62.  By  gas? — Yes. 

63.  A contract  with  a gas  company? — Yes,  for  the 
winter  season. 

64.  How  many  lamps  are  there,  and  on  what  terms 
is  the  contract  ? — There  are  121  lamps,  which  arc  lit 
for  seven  months  at  33s.  per  lamp. 

65.  And  what  has  been  the  term  of  lighting — how 
long  ? — Seven  months. 

66.  And  at  what  time  in  the  evening  are  the  lamps 
lit? — From  half  an  hour  before  -sunset  to  twelve  o’clock 
at  night.  And  this  past  year  there  was  a certain 
number — 26 — lighted  all  night,  at  an  additional  cost. 

67.  Is  there  any  agreement  that  they  are  not  to  be 
lit  during  full  moon  ? — Yes.  Some  four  nights  before 
and  four  after. 

68.  Four  nights  before  and  four  after  ?— Four  nights 
altogether — two  before  and  two  after. 

69.  Do  you  consider  that  the  town  is  fairly  lighted  ? 
—I  do. 

70.  Has  there  been  any  complaint  about  the  light- 
ing?— There  were  some  complaints  last  winter  in 
consequence  of  the  frost. 

71.  Was  anything  done  in  consequence? — Yes. 

72.  Are  there  additional  lights? — No.  The  com- 
plaints were  in  consequence  of  the  frost. 

73.  I mean  were  there  any  complaints  made  officially 
to  you  as  the  Clerk  of  the  Commissioners  1 — No. 

74.  How  is  the  town  supplied  with  water? — By 
• pumps. 

75.  How  many  ? — There  are  twenty  at  present. 

76.  Have  there  been  any  complaints  about  its 
quantity  or  quality  ? — There  have  been  some  com- 
plaints about  the  quality,  and  one  pump  was  con- 
demned. 

_ 77.  What  action  was  taken? — It  was  cleaned  and 
lined  from  the  bottom  with  brick  and  cement,  and  it 
is  nob  allowed  to  be  used  for  domestic  purposes,  and 
there  is  a public  notice  up  upon  it  to  that  effect. 

78.  How  can  you  prevent  the  people  using  it  for 
domestic  purposes  ?— That’s  the  only  moans  of  pre- 
vention that  the  Town  Commissioners  have. 

79.  That  is,  that  you  merely  give  notice  that  it  is 
not  to  he  used  for  domestic  purposes ? — Yes;  there 
is  a notice  printed  up  at  die  well. 

80.  Have  you  any  water  carts  ? — We  have  one. 

81.  Where  do  you  get  your  water  for  them  ? — From 
the  river  Bann. 

82.  Why  was  not  that  well  to  which  yon  liave  re- 
ferred closed  altogether?— It  -was  talked  of  being 
closed,  but  it  was  considered  that  it  would  be  a pity 
to  close  it  up,  as  it  was  good  water,  and  it  might 
alter  a time  come  right  again.  There  was  a protest  by 


the  people  of  the  neighbourhood  against  closing  it  and 
that  if  it  was,  it  would  be  a great  hardship.  ’The 
other  one  sunk  in  place  of  that,  did  not  give  them  a 
sufficient  supply,  and  the  people  said  they  would  only 
use  it  for  purposes  other  than  domestic  purposes.  3 

S3.  Do  you  believe  that,  it  is  not  used  for  domestic 
purposes  ? — I believe  it  is  not. 

84.  Has  then!  over  boon  a scheme  for  a large  supply 
of  water  for  the  town?— No;  it  has  not  1 men  under 
consideration  yet. 

85.  How  is  the  town  drained?— By  means  of  six 
main  sewers. 

86.  Running  into  the  river,  I suppose? — Yes. 

87.  And  are  (hero  distributing  sewers  from  all  the 
si  nail  streets  ? — Y os. 

88.  And  are  they  connected  with  the  houses  ? Yes  • 

they  arc. 

89.  Do  you  ever  compel  people  to  connect?— Yes, 
always. 

90.  And  it  is  done  ? — Yes. 

91.  And  could  you  give  me  a copy  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditure  for  the  last  year  ? — Yes. 

92.  Have  you  got  a printed  copy  of  the  account— 
has  it  been  audited  yet  for  this  year? — No,  not  yet. 
In  July  it  is  generally  audited. 

93.  Is  there  an  additional  sewerage  rate? — There 
is  a drainage  rate  of  2d.  in  the  central  district. 

94.  Under  what  Act  of  Parliament  is  that  struck  ? 
— Under  the  Towns’  Improvement  Act. 

95.  And  what  is  the  amount  of  it  ? — 2d  in  the 
pound. 

96.  For  what  years? — For  a numbor  of  years  past, 

97.  The  same  rate'? — Yes. 

98.  Is  there  anything  else  for  the  improvement  of 
the  town  that  requires  to  lie  done,  aixl  which  the  Com- 
missioners arc  not  able  to  do  on  siccount  of  the  want 
of  funds? — Woll,  sir,  at  present  the  markets  are  on 
hands,  and  I don’t  think  they  have  sufficient  funds  to 
complete  them  at  present,  hut  they  aro  going  on  with 
them. 

99.  Is  additional  dreiuugo  wanted  ? — N o sir ; not  at 
present. 

100.  The  town  is  situated  pretty  much  in  a circle 
round  a central  point,  extending  about  a similar  dis- 
tance in  every  direction  1 — Pretty  near  to  it  but  not 
exactly. 

101.  Do  you  know  tho  size  of  tho  town  before  the 
last  extension  ? — 0 do. 

102.  Have  you  got  any  old  map  of  it? — I am  not 
aware  that  there  is1  any  map  iu  existence. 

103.  Haveyou  the  descriptions  of  tho  original  boun- 
dary ? — I havo. 

104.  Would  you  let  me  look  at  them? — Yes. 

105.  Do  your  lamps  extend  up  the  roads,  up  to  the 
present  boundary  ? — Yes ; -with  the  exception  of  one 
road. 

10C.  Have  the  Commissioners  been  asked  in  any 
case  to  extend  the  lighting  beyond  their  boundary?— 
No. 

107.  Have  you  any  other  information  to  give  me, 
or  does  anything  occur  to  you  that  you  would  wish  to 
add  to  your  evidence  ? — No. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Paul  examined. 


108.  You  are  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners ? — Yes. 

109.  How  long  have  you  occupied  that  position? 

Three  years. 

110.  Were  you  a Commissioner  before  that? — Yes 
sir ; I have  been  a Commissioner  from  the  time  I was 
thirty  years  of  age. 

111.  Were  you  a Commissioner  when  this  last  ex 

tension  of  the  town  boundary  was  made  in  1858? 

No  j I was  not. 

112.  Can  you  tell  me  the  reason  why  an  extension 
was  sought  for  on  that  occasion  1— The  reason  was  to 
embrace  what  was  considered  to  be  the  natural  outlet 
of  the  town. 


113.  Will  you  tell  fine  tho  boundary  as  it  was  de- 
fined by  referring  to  the  map,  and  in  what  direction 
the  extension  was  made? — The  extension  was  made 
in  Garvaghy  direction. 

114.  Have  you  got  a map  of  tho  town,  showing  all 

the  drains  ? — I have.  • _ 

115.  With  the  levels  marked  on  them? — Yes, 
made  by  an  engineer. 

116.  Have  you  a town  surveyor  ? — We  have  not. 
The  Town  Clerk  is  a surveyor  himself. 

117.  Can  you  riunr  mo  u-lmt  part  of  tlie  pa®* 
town  was  not  in  the  town  originally  1- — Yes ; a P®' 
tion  of  Church-street,  and  tho  streets  abutting  on  ltr» 
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and  a portion  of  Carrow  brack  division.  It  was  ex- 
tended there,  from  where  there  was  formerly  a turn- 
pike, beyond  the  present  railway  station. 

118.  It  was  extended  then  beyond  the  railway 
station  ? — Yes.  It  was  . 

119.  "Was  the  extension  made  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  in  land  that  had  been  built  upon  since  1854  1 

Partly  for  that  and  partly  to  extend  the  boundary 

to  land  that  was  likely  to  be  built  upon. 

120.  And  has  that  land  been  siuce  built  upon  ? — A 
great  deal  of  it. 

121.  Are  the  buildings  in  Portadown  increasing  as 
well  as  the  population? — Yes. 

122.  Is  the  tendency  of  new  buildings  to  run  out 
in  any  particular  direction? — Well  not  generally 
speaking ; not  outside  the  town  with  the  exception  of 
some  forty-five  houses. 

123.  Are  there  many  villa  residenes  close  to,  whitin 
say  half  a mile  of  the  present  boundary  ? — There  are 
not.  The  villa  residences  were  included  at  the  tune 
of  the  last  extension. 

124.  On  the  Edeuderry  side  of  the  river  are  there 
many  buildings  along  these  roads  ? The  Car  rick  (?) 
road,  and  the  other  roads  near  the  boundary,  but  just 
outside  ? — No.  There  have  been  no  buildings  recently 
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erected  outside;  none  since  that  last  extension  of  the  Pobtabovh 
boundary.  Junc  18>  18rs; 

125.  If  there  was  an  extension  to  say  a quarter  of  ,,  WTT„ 
a mile  all  round  the  present  boundary,  do  you  think  r,'V"  •laul 
it  would  bring  in  many  additional  voters  ? — It  would. 

120.  Not  many  that  would  be  eligible  to  sit  as 
Commissioners  ? — No.  It  would  not.  It  might  bring 
in  a few,  but  very  few. 

1 27.  Have  you  yourself  ever  considered  the  question 
whether  it  would  be  desirable  for  the  Commissioners 
to  take  up  the  fiscal  duties  of  the  Grand  Jury,  and 
control  over  the  roads  and  so  on  ? — Well,  I have.  I 
think  for  the  present  it  would  not  be  desirable  for  us 
to  do  so. 

128.  You  think  you  get  a fair  return  from  the 
Grand  Jury  for  the  rates  you  pay  ? — We  do  not  get  a 
full  return. 

129.  But  they  contribute  to  your  paving? — Yes. 

They  contribute  one-half  of  the  flagging  and  crossings, 
which  is  the  only  contribution  they  make. 

130.  And  they  take  charge  of  the  principal  streets 
under  ordinary  contracts  ? — They  do. 

131.  Do  they  take  charge  of  the  bye-streets  ? — Yes, 
and  we  in  many  instances  carry  out  contracts  for 
doing  those  under  the  Grand  Jury. 


The  Town  Clf.iuc  re-examined.  The  Town 

Clerk. 

132.  Mr.  M'Clachey,  I forgot  to  ask  yoit  whether  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  was  adopted  hr  its  entirety 
or  not  ? — It  was  adopted  in  its  entirety. 


The  examination  of  the  Chairman  resumed. 


Tho  Chairman 


133.  Is  there  anything  that  occurs  to  you  that 
bears  upon  this  question  ? — I may  take  it  to  be  your 
private  opinion  as  well  ns  the  Commissioners  that  no 
alteration  of  the  boundary  is  required  ? — That  is  tho 
opinion  of  the  Commissioners  generally. 

134.  Is  that  your  opinion? — It  is  decidedly.  I 
think  the  cost  would  be  greater  than  tiro  benefit.  I 
think  it  would  be  a loss  to  the  town  to  moke  such  an 
addition. 

135.  In  what  way? — In  the  amount  it  would  involve. 
Weconsider  that  were  we  to  extend  the  town  boundary 
we  would  be  bound  to  give  them  light  and  supply 
water,  and  such  things  which  at  present  come  under 
the  rural  sanitary  authority’s  care. 

134.  Yes,  but  supposing  your  supply  of  lighting 
was  only  to  such  portions  of  the  roads  going  out  of  tire 
town  as  are  regularly  built  upon  woirld  that  make  arry 
alteration  in  your  opinion? — There  are  none  which 
are  regularly  built  upon  beyond  the  town.  There  are 
not  a dozen  houses  any  where  that  would  come  in 
in  a moderate  area. 

135.  Supposing  you  had  an  extension  and  would 
not  be  bound  to  put  gas  lamps  along  the  roads,  woirld 
that  alter  your  opinion  ? — No,  it  would  not,  because 
it  would  be  taxing  the  people  for  no  advantage  to 
them,  and  to  put  money  into  the  pockets  of  other 
ratepayer's. 

136.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  any  advantage  if 
you  had  an  increase  of  your  funds  arising  from  a rate 
levied  on  the  people  outside  the  present  boundary 
leaving  the  Commissioner's  the  beneficial  use  of  it  in 
addition  to  the  present  money  they  have  ? — No,  we 
don’t  require  it  a present. 

137.  Don’t  you  think  the  people  who  live  outside 
the  town  or  within  three-quarters  of  a mile  of  the 
centre  of  the  town,  and  especially  a quarter  of  a mile 
or  more  outside  the  present  boundary,  derive  great 
benefit  from  the  town,  living  so  near  to  it  ? — They  do 
derive  some  benefit  from  it. 

138.  Are  they  not  greatly  interested  in  the  question 
of  the  town  being  properly  kept,  well  lighted,  and 
cleaned? — I suppose  any  one  who  comes  into  the 
town  is. 

139.  I suppose  they  do  come  into  it,  and  tire  send 
their'  children  into  school,  and  come  in  on  Sundays  to 
Church  and  Chapel  ? — Yes,  they  do. 


140.  But  still  you  think  the  town  can  be  kept  up 
without  appealing  to  them  for  additional  fnnds? — 
Yes.  We  think  that  if  the  buildings  were  of  suffi- 
cient number  to  justify  it,  we  would  be  quite  prepared 
to  go  in  for  an  extension,  but  at  present  it  would  be 
taxing  them  and  preventing  an  extension  in  that 
direction  which  might  arise  if  they  were  left  untaxed. 

141.  In  the  case  of  buildings? — Yes,  that  might 
arise. 

142.  Is  building  going  on  more  inside  than  outside 
the  town? — A great  deal  more  inside. 

143.  You  see  it  does  not. appear  to  stop  building? 
— Yes ; but  those  who  would  be  disposed  to  build 
outside  would  be  deterred  from  doing  so  if  they  were 
to  be  taxed.  It  would  discourage  them  from  building. 

144.  Is  there  anything  alse  you  would  wish  to  add  ? 
— I don’t  think  there  is  any  matter  in  which  the  town 
is  interested  at  present  that  I need  refer  to.  We 
have  got  a considerable  addition  within  the  town 
boundary  to  the  space  for  building  ground  owing  to 
the  opening  of  some  property  which  had  been  shut  out 
and  the  opening  up  of  a new  street  in  the  centre  of 
the  town. 

145.  Can  you  tell  me  if  the  657  acres  is  agricul- 
tural land  ? — I don’t  know. 

146.  Can  you  tell  me  on  what  value  you  struck  the 
quarter  rate — how  much  of  your  valuation  is  only 
rated  at  three  pence  ? — I can  see  to  that  for  you,  but  I 
have  not  got  it  here. 

147.  I mean  liow  much  of  the  valuation  that  only 
pays  threepence  out  of  the  shilling  rate  ? — The  amount 
is  £1,165  15s. 

148.  Was  there  ever  any  project  for  supplying 
Portadown  in  any  other  way  than  by  wells? — We 
have  talked  about  it 

149.  I mean  have  yon  ever  got  a plan  for  a new 
project  laid  before  yon? — We  have  not  We  bave 
thought  about  it ; but  you  are  aware  that  we  can  only 
tax  the  community  at  one-fourth  of  the  municipal  rate 
for  supplying  water,  and  that  would  not  compensate 
us.  It  would  take  close  upon  a shilling  in  the  pound 
it. 

150.  You  can  tax  for  sanitary  purposes  to  any  ex- 
tent— there  is  no  limit? — No.  We  think  the  amount 
of  valuation  is  not  sufficient  to  justify  us.iii  incurring 
the  expenditure  that  would  be  involved. 
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151.  That  is  exactly  what  I want  to  know.  Have 
you  any  idea  what  .that  expenditure  would  lie! — Wo 
think  we  would  be  obliged  to  bring  water  five  miles, 
and  we  consider  that  it  would  be  equal  to  fully  a 
shilling  in  the  pound  on  the  valuation. 

152.  What  does  a shilling  rate  bring  in  ? — It  brings 
in  this  year  £734. 

153.  You  think  it  would  take  that  much  to  pay 
for  the  water  supply  1 — Borrowing  the  money  at 
thirty-one  years  at  interest,  it  would  be  five  per  cent, 
on  the  amount. 

154.  But  you  have  never  had  any  regular  estimate 
made  1 — We  have  not. 

155.  You  consider  that  the  drainage  of  the  town  is 
in  a satisfactory  state '! — We  do.  We  are,  making  it 
satisfactory.  In  some  parts  it  is  neglected ; but  on 
the  whole  it  is  veiy  satisfactory. 

154.  An  l there  is  no  special  expenditure  to  any 


large  amount  wanted  for  the  town  1 — No,  except  what 
we  are  carrying  on  at  present.  We  have  got  a errant 
from  the  Board  of  Works  for  drainage.  The  town  is 
progressing  steadily,  and,  we  think,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  there  is  no  attempt  to  force  it  in  times  of  great 
prosperity  more  than  in  times  of  depression.  We 
have  been  increasing,  and  houses  have  been  erected  of 
a better  character  than  formerly,  and  something  like 
fifty-five  buildings  have  been  erected  during  the  last 
two  years,  and  several  are  in  the  course  of  erection  at 
present.  I mean,  we  have  had  no  application  for  ex- 
tension of  the  boundary  from  any  one  outside  die 
boundary. 

155.  Do  you  know  if  there  is  auy  opposition— any 
feeling  of  tlio'ratepayers  inside  the  boundary  in  favour 

of  the  extension  of  the  boundary  or  otherwise  1 I am 

not  aware  of  it. 


Mr.  John 
Ecclas. 


Mr.  John  Eccles  examined. 


156.  You  are  a Town  Commissioner? — Yes.  I 

have  been  one  for  about  seven  and  a half  years. 

157.  What  is  your  opinion  about  this  matter  of  the 
town  limits,  whether  they  require  to  be  altered  or 
not  ? — My  opinion  has  always  been  that  the  boundaries 
should  be  extended. 

158.  Kindly  say  in  what  way? — To  my  knowledge 
for  several  years,  so  far  as  I have  seen,  the  town 
boundary  extends  in  some  directions  such  a short  dis- 
tance, and  in  other  directions  a much  greater  distance, 
that  the  irregularity  is  very  unsatisfactory. 

159.  Will  you  give  it  to  us  so  that  we  can  refer  to 
the  map  afterwards?— Yes.  At  what  is  called  Car- 
rickblacker  or  Guilford-road,  at  Quarry’s  Turns — it 
is  called  here  by  the  name  of  Carrickblacker-road.  It 
leads  out  of  the  town  towards  Guilford. 

160.  Do  you  think  the  boundary  should  be  ex 
tended  along  that  road  ? — The  town  boundary  ends 
there,  at  what  is  called  Quarry’s  Turns.  At  that 
point  we  have  a large  villa  and  several  houses,  just  oil 
the  very  border  of  the  town. 

161.  What  is  the  name  of  the  villa? — Eden  Villa. 
And  a number  of  houses  go  up  round  that  direction, 
but  particularly  there  is  a large  villa  belonging  to  Mi-. 
Woolsey  Atkinson,  which  is  within  one  or  two  perches 
of  the  town  boundary. 

162.  On  that  road?— Yes.  The  distance  from  this 
town  hall  (about  the  centre  of  the  town)  to  there  is 
about  three-quarteis  of  a mile. 

163.  To  Mr.  Atkinson’s  villa  1 — Yes. 

164.  Oh,  it  is  not  half  a mile  ? — I say  it  is  under 
three-quarters  of  a mile.  It  must  be  more  than  half 
a mile.  In  my  opinion  the  boundary  doesn’t  extend 
sufficiently  far  in  that  direction,  looking  at  the  extent 
in  other  towns. 

165.  Well,  how  far  should  it  go  in  that  direction  ? 
—It  should  take  the  road  round  by  Eden  Villa  by 
perhaps,  a quarter  or  one-eighth  of  a mile. 

166.  A quarter  of  a mile  outside  the  present  boun- 
dary f— Yes ; but  I do  not  think  there  is  much  build- 
ing going  on  there. 

167.  Take  another  direction  ?— Yes ; I will  take  the 

Tandragee  road,  that  leads  up  by  the  street  facing  the 
town  hall  here,  up  Thomas-street.  Then,  when  you 
go  to  the  head  of  Thomas-street,  to  what  is  called  the 
Annagh-bndge 

, A68'  T^!  town  boundary  goes  to  the  Annagh- 
bndge  1— Yes.  ° 

169.  And  do  you  think  it  should  be  extended  along 

that  road  ?— In  that  direction  I do  not.  I t.btelf  it  is 
more  than  a quarter  of  a mile  from  where  you  are  now 
sitting,  and  I think  we  have  houses  built  just  a few 
perches  outside  the  boundary.  I think  Mr.  Paul  said 
there  was  no  house  built  there.  However,  we  have  a 
gentleman  present  here  who  owns  them.  .They  have 
been  built  recently.  J 

170.  Mr.  Paul  said  there  were  not  many  houses 
milt,  tho™  i — Well,  there  are  not  many. 


built  there  ?- 


171.  How  far  do  you  think  the  boundary  should  be 
extended  along  that  road  ? — About  a quarter  of  a mile 
fully.  It  is  a road  likely  to  be  built  upon.  The  re- 
sidents in  that  terrace  enjoy  the  full  benefit  of  the 
town  as  much  as  those  who  live  in  the  town,  both  in 
the  matter  of  the  flagging  of  the  pathways,  and  also 
of  the  lamps. 

172.  The  lamps  do  not  go  beyond  the  town  boun- 
dary ? — No.  It  is  not  long  since  two  gentlemen  in 
that  terrace  suggested  the  necessity  for  a lamp  just 
adjoining  the  bridge.  They  should  be  within  a few 
yards  of  their  buildings,  and  to  be  paid  for  by  the 
people  living  in  the  town.  It  was  very  considerate  of 
them  to  make  suggestions. 

173.  We  will  take  another  direction  now— the 
Armagh  road? — Does  that  go  out  by  West-street? — 
,T ust  straight  through  the  Main-street  of  the  town.  It 
is  a continuation  of  the  Main-street. 

174.  Is  it  through  Church-street,  because  the 
Main-street  is  continued  in  two  directions  ? — At 
Church-street  I mean 

175.  The  present  boundary  goes  a little  beyond  the 
railway  in  that  direction  ? — At  the  Tavanngh  Weaving 
Factory. 

175.  How  far  do  you  think  it  should  be  extended 
in  that  direction  ? — Not  very  far.  I don’t  think  it  is 
likely  to  be  much  liuilt  upon. 

176.  Are  there  any  buildings  there  at  present? — 
No.  There  are  no  buildings  being  extended  in  that 
direction. 

177.  Your  object  would  be  to  take  in  the  few 
buildings  there  ? — Yes ; because  I believe  it  to  be 
very  likely  to  be  built  upon.  It  is  a road  most 
admired  by  the  people  of  this  town  as  being  the  best 
road,  and  houses  are  sought  after  in  that  locality.  It 
is  put  down  by  me  as  being  under  three-eights  of  a 
mile  from  where  you  sit  to  where  the  boundary  of  the 
town  ends — that  is  a very  short  distance  from  the 
centre  of  the  town.  Then  I refer  to  the  Dungannon 
road. 

178.  Is  that  along  West-street? — No;  along 
Obins-street.  The  present  town  boundary  extends 
there  to  the  Corkrein  river. 

179.  That’s  a small  stream? — Yes. 

180.  How  far  would  you  extend  it  in  that  direc- 
tion ? — About  a quarter  of  a mile. 

181.  With  what  object  ? — With  the  object  of  taking 
in  houses  likely  to  be  built  there.  This  town  is  a 
rising  town. 

182.  Would  it  take  in  any  number  of  houses  that 
are  there  now  ?— No ; except  some  small  ones 

183.  I see  a place  here  marked  Corkrein  House? 
That  is  within  the  boundary. 

184.  And  there  is  Corkrein  Villa — it  is  near 
Corkrein  House  ? — Yes ; both  of  them  are  included 
within  the  boundary. 

185.  Have  you  any  other  map  of  the  township  bufc 
this  one  ? 
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The  Toion  Clerk — No ; I have  never  seen  any 
other. 

187.  Does  the  map  you  have,  show  the  drains  in 
the  entire  township? — It  does. 


Examination  resumed. 

188.  Is  what  you  call  Cork  rein  river,  the  same  as 
what  I see  on  the  Ordnance  map  as  Bally  bay  river? 
— I think  it  is. 

189.  How  far  beyond  Corkrein  river  would  you 
extend  the  town? — About  a quarter  of  a mile. 

190.  That  ground  is  not  built  upon  at  all  % — No.  I 
would  extend  it  up  to  what  is  commonly  known  as 
Brankin’s  Hill. 

191.  Are  there  cross  roads  there? — Yes. 

192.  And,  now,  in  any  other  direction  ? — And  then 
here  on  the  Loughall-road. 

193.  Is  that  along  West-street? — Yes,  that  is  a 
continuation  of  W cst-stveet. 

194.  How  far  would  you  go  there? — Just  where 
the  town  boundary  breaks  off.  That  is  at  the  turn 
on  the  cross  roads. 

195.  Near  the  Corkrein  river? — I have  it  here 
entered  down  as  near  where  the  town  sergeant  lives, 
and  where  the  town  boundary  breaks  off  at  that  point. 

196.  It  breaks  off  at  the  cross  roads  ? — Yes.  I 
heard  some  one  say  there  was  no  house  to  be  taken 
in,  but  there  are  a number  of  houses. 

197.  What  sort  of  houses  ? — Pretty  good  ones. 

198.  Houses  that  would  bring  in  voters  1 — Yes. 

199.  How  far  would  you  extend  it  in  that  direction  ? 
~I  would  extend  the  boundary  nearly  half  a mile  on 
that  road. 

200.  Generally  speaking,  I may  take  it  that  you 
think  the  boundary  should  be  extended,  in  every 
direction,  about  a quarter  of  a mile  ?— No.  There  are 
some  directions  in  which  it  is  already  a considerable 
distance  out  of  the  town. 

201.  In  what  direction  ? — On  Garvagliy-rood,  along 
Castle-street. 

202.  How  far  does  the  town  extend  there? — It 
extends  up  to  a short  distance  beyond  the  nursery. 

203.  The  nursery  is  not  marked  on  the  map.  I see 
a house  marked  here  called  Woodside? — Yes,  just 
there. 

204.  Does  it  take  in  Woodside? — Yes. 

would  you  think  of  extending  on  that 
5.?,.;  No>  1 d?n’t  think  beyond  that  there  is  much 
likelihood  of  building,  for  a great  length  of  time  at  all 
events. 


206.  And  you  would  not  extend  it  there  ? — I would 
on  .the  Lurgan-road  it  extends  far  out. 
-,07.  Which  is  the  Lurgan-road  ? — Going  on  to 
Market-street  and  Bridge-street : the  continuation  of 
Bridge-street. 

208.  You  think  it  should  not  be  extended  there?— 
o,  because,  so  far  as  I see,  it  extends  down  far  enough, 
suppose  it  is  fully  three-quarters  of  a mile  from  this 
to  where  the  town  boundary  ends  there,  and  it  is  not 
a very  elegible  site  for  building  beyond  that,  or  likely 
e much  built  on ; but  by  the  extension  I have 
men  loned  I believe  a good  many  houses  would  be 


209.  Can  you  give  me  a rough  guess  at  the  number 
-remaps  it  would  take  in  between  forty  and  fifty 

. nave  not  exactly  counted  them,  or  taken  that  subiee 
mto  consideration. 

210.  Would  they  be  valued  at  £4,  aud  upwards 
— xes  and  more. 

Woul*l  any  of  them  be  valued  high  enough  tx 
cm  e-£CCUplers  a seat  at  the  Board  ? — Certainly, 
on  o'  S0W  raauy  do  you  think  1— Seven  or  eight. 

„ ' , v,e  you  formed  any  opinion  as  a Commis 
rol7J’e7het}er  11  WOuld  be  desirabie  to  take  up  the 
from  ^e,  county  ^ — I have  formed  an  opinior 
at  I have  read  of  the  discussions  in  othei 


parts  of  the  country.  Seeing  then  that  there  is  some- 
times an  antagonism  between  the  Tqwu  Commissioners 
aud  the  Grand  Jury,  in  reference'  to  the  roads,  it 
would  be  better  if  every  town  of  the  size  of  Portadown 
had  control  over  their  own  roads. 

214.  You  think  the  Grand  Jury  does  not  do  as 
much  as  they  ought  for  the  town  ?— I think  we  could 
do  the  work  better  in  every  way,  and  that  the  towns- 
people would  be  safer. 

215.  Do  you  think  you  would  be  able  to  manage 
the  roads  yourselves  as  well  ? — I think  better. 

21 G.  Do  you  think  the  drainage  of  Portadown  is  in 
a satisfactory  condition  ?— I think  it  is  pretty  good. 

il7.  And  the  lighting  ? — And  the  lighting  is  pretty 
good.  Except  last  year,  which  has  been  a very  great 
failure. 

218.  But  that  was  exceptional.  And  the  water 
supply,  is  that  good  ? — It  is  pretty  good. 

219.  Is  there  anything  else  you  would  wish  to  add 
that  bears  on  the  alteration  of  the  boundary? — I 
heard  you  ask  whether  there  was  anything  about  the 
town  that  appeared  to  be  wanted,  and  that  was  not 
carried  out  for  the  want  of  money.  I cannot  exactly 
say  that  it  is  for  want  of  money,  but  we  got  from  the 
Duke  of  Manchester  several  acres  of  laud  -within  the 
town  boundary,  for  a fail-  green,  nearly  two  year’s  ago, 
and  the  Commissioners  are  paying  a rent,  I believe,  of 
30s.  an  acre  for  this.  I have  been  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners who  have  urged  that  that  should  be  put 
into  a state  of  preparation  long  ago,  as  soon  as  we  get 
control  over  it,  aud  the  cows  got  off  the  street,  and  I 
was  very  glad  to  see  my  suggestions  supported  by 
the  Commissioners  ; and  the  town  will  be  in  a much 
more  satisfactory  state.  And  you  know  that  hereto- 
fore in  Parliament  they  have  reported  against  the 
absurd  practice  of  holding  fairs  upon  the  public 
streets.  In  tliis  town  it  is  utterly  disgraceful  to  see 
it. 

220.  Are  the  Commissioners  hampered  for  want  of 
money  ? — I presume  it  is  for  the  want  of  money.  For 
instance,  the  Town  Clerk  has  told  me  that  we  have 
not  got  the  money  borrowed  yet  that  is  intended  to 
be  borrowed  for  the  purpose  of  the  markets  generally. 
Then  tins  fair  green  has  remained  there  for  about  two 
years,  and  nothing  has  been  done  to  it,  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  myself  as  a Town  Commissioner. 

221.  Have  you  made  any  motion  ? — I have.  I have 
made  motion  after  motion. 

222.  Have  you  been  met  with  the  answer  that 
there  are  no  funds  ? — No.  It  lias  been  delayed  for 
one  purpose  or  another.  It  has  never  yet  been  stated 
publicly  that  it  is  for  the  want  of  funds. 

223.  Do  you  think  if  the  Commissioners  had  more 
money  they  would  do  it  at  once  ? — I dare  say  they 
would,  because  it  takes  an  outlay  we  could  scarcely 
afford  out  of  the  rates,  although  it  would  be  neces- 
sary. 

224.  You  think  want  of  funds  has  something  to  say 
to  it? — Yes. 

225.  You  have  not  gone  into  the  question  of  what 
additional  valuation  you  would  bring  in  by  the  ad- 
dition you  propose  ? — I have  not  gone  into  a calcula- 
tion,  but  I believe  it  would  bring  in  more  than  the 
outlay,  the  extension  I propose.  I don’t  consider  that 
there  would  be  much  expenditure. 

226.  Would  you  propose  to  extend  the  gas-light  the 
entire  length  of  the  roads,  if  the  boundary  was  ex- 
tended ? — Partly.  It  would  require  only  one  additional 
lamp  on  any  of  the  roads  I have  mentioned.  One 
lamp  would  be  enough. 

227.  That  would  be  some  half  dozen  altogether  ? — 
Yes. 

228.  With  reference  to  this  map  of  the  sewerage 
that  you  are  obliged  to  have  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  you  add  the  additional  drains  as  they  are  made  ? 
—Yes. 


POBTADO’rir. 
June  is,  1879. 
Mr.  John 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


510 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


F.OBTAOOWN. 

jane  1C,  187!) 

Mr.  ' 
M'Clutchcy. 


Mr.  Jacob 
Sinton 


Mr.  James 
Grew. 


Mr.  M'Clutchey,  Town  Clerk,  re-examined. 


229.  Can  you  give  me  a description  of  the  boun- 
dary of  1858 — the  extended  boundary  ? — I can. 

230.  Will  you  give  me  a copy  of  it  1 — Yes  ; I will 
send  you  a copy  of  it. 

231.  I would  also  like  to  have  a copy  of  the  one  in 
1810 1 — Yes ; I can  send  that  to  you  also. 

232.  Mr.  Jacob  Sinton. — With  reference  to  the  pro- 
osed  extended  boundary,  in  the  whole  of  it,  there 
ave  not  been  ten  houses  erected  within  the  last  ton 

years  in  the  districts  that  Mr.  Eccles  lias  alluded  to  ? 


233.  Mr.  M'Clutchcy.— Yes  ; there  have  been  ten 
houses  erected  within  tins  whole  of  the  proposed  ex- 
tended area  within  the*,  last  seven  years. 

231.  Mr.  Eccles. — i don’t  agree  with  that. 

235.  Mr.  Sinlcm. — I am  stating  that  as  a fact. 

2.36.  Mr.  Eccles.-  I am  not  sure  of  the  number  of 
houses,  but  the  proposed  ex  tension  will  take  in  a "rent 
many  houses. 


Mr.  Jacob  Hinton  examined. 


237.  Where  do  you  live  1 — At  the  Anna  ; I built 
the  houses  there  that  have  been  referred  to. 

238.  Are  they  outside  the  present  boundary? — 
They  are. 

239.  How  far  from  the  present  boundary  ? — I sup- 
pose about  100  perches. 

240.  What  do  you  wish  to  state  with  reference  to 
the  extension  of  the  boundary  suggested  1 — I wish  to 
say  this  : Mr.  Eccles  lias  made  a remark  that  there  is 
a likelihood  of  more  houses  being  built.  I don’t  think 
there  will.  I don’t  think  there  will  be  houses  built 
these  forty  years  along  that  l’oad.  And  there  is 
another  thing  I wish  to  ask  particularly — how  this 
extension  of  the  boundary  will  affect  our  tenant-right  ? 
My  land  is  held  at  will.  It  is  a small  island.  By 
taking  this  property  in  I think  it  is  a very  serious 
consideration  whether  we  arc  to  be  deprived  of  our 
tenant-light  by  the  conversion  of  these  lands  into  town- 
parks. 

241.  Our  report  will  be  based  upon  the  assumption 
that  no  alteration  will  be  made  in  any  existing  rights. 
The  Legislature  will  deal  with  our  report  afterwards, 
and  I cannot,  of  course,  say  what  they  will  do  ? — It 
would  be  a great  mistake  if  this  wholesale  extension 
was  made  without  taking  into  consideration  the  state  of 
the  land,  and  whether  it  is  likely  to  be  built  on.  At 
the  town  boundary,  in  my  direction,  where  the  bridge 
is  built  there  is  ten  feet  of  bog,  and  had  it  to  ho  dug 
there  would  have  to  he  fifty  feet  dug  before  a founda- 
tion could  be  got. 

242.  I may  take  it  that  you  consider  that  there 
is  no  necessity  for  an  extension  in  that  direction? 
— There  is  no  necessity.  I may  mention  that  I live 
out  there  near  the  town  boundary,  and  from  the 
sewer  that  passes  into  the  Annagli  river  the  stench 
is  unbearable. 

243.  Where  does  the  sewer  come  from  ? — From  the 
town.  It  runs  down  the  Annogh  road,  and  goes  into 
the  Armagh  river  at  the  bridge. 

244.  And  the  nuisance  from  it  is  enough  to  pre- 
vent people  building  in  the  neighbourhood? — I would 
not  say  that  altogether.  And  then,  again,  the  year 
before  last  the  whole  country  was  flooded  round 
about,  and  it  has  been  known  to  be  flooded,  before 
that. 

245.  You  said  there  was  effluvia  from  the  sewer  1 
— Yes. 

246.  Would  that  prevent  building?— It  might  as 
well  as  anything  else.  It  is  not  a likely  locality  for 
building. 

247.  Do  you  wish  to  give  your  opinion  in  favour  of 
an  extension  in  any  other  direction  ? — I do  not.  That 
is  the  only  direction  I know  anything  about.  I 


think  there  is  hardly  any  building  likely  to  occur  in 
my  neighbourhood,  simply  because  of  the  low  founda- 
tion, and  everything  is  against  it  in  that  way.  I have 
a large  farm  there,  and  I lmilt  those  houses  simply 
because  the  landlord  would  not  give  me  any  title  to 
build  there,  and  I built  two  or  three  houses,  but  I 
don’t  go  in  for  that.  I have  no  business  in  Porta- 
down  whatever.  My  business  docs  not  lie  there. 

248.  Not  in  the  market  ? — I make  no  use  of  the 
market  in  Portadown,  except  to  buy  a little— I wake 
no  business  by  tlio  market. 

249.  You  do  not  sell? — Ido  not,  aud  the  most  I 
make  of  it  is  only  the  same  facility  that  is  extended 
to  the  farmers  sill  round. 

250.  But  you  have  considerable  interest  in  the 
town,  and  make  uso  of  tlio  roods  which  have  to  be 
maintained  ?— Yes,  lint  the  county  do  that  under  any 
circumstances.  Tlio  Commissioners  never  lay  out  k 
on  that. 

251.  Does  it  occur  to  you  that  the  road  should  be 
lighted  at  the  Armagh  Bridge  ? — Not  a hit.  It  is  the 
darkest  place  you  could  mention.  They  may  put  a 
lamp  there  if  they  like, .lmt  I do  not  want  a lamp. 

252.  You  have  no  interest  in  the  pavements  being 
kept  clean — that  is  no  business  of  yours  ? — Not  the 
slightest. 

253.  Mr.  Eccles. — Tlio  bridge  is  the  very  identical 
spot  in  which  lie  suggested  to  me  that  there  .should  lie 
a lamp,  hut  now  when  the  question  comes  whether 
his  houses  should  pay  a share  of  tlio  cost  of  that 
lamp,  he  does  not  cure  whether  there  is  a lamp  nr  • 
not ; lmt  previous  to  the  suggestion  that  them  should 
bo  an  extension,  ho  thought  I, hero  should  be  a lamp. 

254.  Mi-.  SinloiK  —That  bridge  is  inside  tlio  present 
boundary. 

255.  The  Chairman — Mr.  iW.— With  reference  to 
this  fair  green  that  has  been  spoken  of,  there  have 
been  some  matters  in  connexion  with  it  that  have 
delayed  the  work,  but  that  fair  green  we  expect  to  be 
open  for  the  coming  season  in  October.  The  delay  m 
tlio  work  has  not  been  caused  by  want  of  funds.  We 
have  got  a grant  of  money  from  the  Board  of 
Works,  and  it  is  not  from  the  want  of  funds,  for  they 
have  funds,  but  some  arrangement  has  been  made 
with  reference  to  the  leases  which  have  been  earned 
out. 

259.  The  question  was  whether  or  not  the  rates 

were  sufficient  or  insufficient  for  the  purpose?  »<e 
are  not  doing  it  with  tlio  rates.  , , vr  • 

260.  It  does  not  affect  the  rating  question  ‘ "°i 

it  is  by  the  tolls  wo  pay  for  it  , . 

261.  Then  what  you  meant  by  funds  was,- fun 

arising  from  the  rates  ? — Yes.  • 


Mr.  James  Grew  examined. 


Are  you  a ratepayer  ? — Yes. 

263.  What  are  your  views  with  reference  to  an  ex- 
tension of  the  boundary? — My  impression  is  that  the 
Commissioners  have  their  hands  full  of  work  at  present. 

264.  Would  you  give  your  opinion  as  to  whether 
any  extension  would  be  advisable  7 — It  may  be  desir- 
able in  some  directions. 


. 266.  Could  you  particularise  them? — I really  could 
not  at  present. 

266.  Aro  yon  aware  of  any  ratepayer  vbo  is 
anxious  for  an  extension  ? — T am  not. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 
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PARSONSTOWN  — MAY  31st,  1879. 

Before  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e. 


Pahsonstowh. 
May  31,  JS79. 


Mr.  Henry  Barlow  examined. 


1.  The  Commissioner. — You  arc  the  Town  Clerk 
of  Parsonstowu  ? — Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  occupied  that  post  ? — Since 
November,  1875. 

3.  The  township  is  under  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act? — Yes. 

4.  Was  it  under  any  Act  previously? — Yes,  under 
the  9th  of  George  IV. 

5.  Was  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  adopted 
wholly  or  in  part  1 — In  part. 

C.  What  part  was  left  out  ? — The  water  clauses. 

7.  Will  you  please  tell  me  the  area  of  the  town- 
ship?—1,585  acres. 

8.  And  what  is  the  population  ? — 4,939. 

9.  Was  that  in  the  year  1871  ? — Yes. 

10.  Do  you  know  whether  the  population  is  increas- 
ing or  diminishing  ? — I should  say  it  is  increasing. 

11.  What  was  the  last  valuation? — ,£S,581  8s. 

12.  There  are  no  wards  here,  I suppose  1 — No. 

13.  What  is  the  number  of  Commissioners  ? — 
Twenty-one. 

14.  What  is  the  number  of  voters  ? — 232. 

15.  And  of  those  232  how  many  are  qualified  to  sit 
as  Commissioners  if  elected  ? — 104. 

16.  Will  you  now  give  me  the  rates  that  have  been 
struck;  give  me  the  municipal  rates  first ? — In  the 
year  1874  there  was  a shilling  town  rate,  and  a burial 
rate  of  fourpence. 

17.  I see  there  has  been  some  dispute  between  you 
and  the  Guardians  on  the  subject  of  the  burial  rate. 
How  does  that  matter  now  stand  ? — There  was  a dis- 
pute between  some  of  the  ratepayers  and  the  Town 
Commissioners,  hut  not  with  the  Guardians,  but  that 
has  been  all  settled.  They  did  object  to  pay  tho  rate 
for  some  time,  principally  in  the  years  1873  and  1874, 
hut  they  have  all  paid  the  last  rates. 

18.  What  was  the  rate  for  1S75? — There  were  no 
rates  struck  for  our  financial  year  of  1875.  That  was 
the  time  of  the  burial  rate  question,  and  owing  to  the 
dispute  no  rate  was  struck. 

19.  What  was  the  rate  for  187G 1 — One  shilling,  and 
a threepenny  burial  rate. 

20.  And  in  1878? — Eightpence,  and  a three-lialf- 
pemiy  burial  rate. 


-1.  You  don’t  strike  a burial  rate  now? — There  has 
not  been  one  struck  this  year,  and  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners are  seeking  to  become  the  urban  sanitary  autlio- 

22.  But  the  burial  rate  of  a town  like  Parsonstowu 
would  be  struck  by  the  Board  of  Guardians? — No,  the 
sanitary  authority  was  only  the  authority  until  the 
passing  of  the  Public  Health  Act  for  this  district  out- 
side the  township,  but  the  cemetery  belongs  to  tho 
Town  Commissioners  as  a burial  board.  It  was  given 
o them  by  Lord  Rosse,  and  they  exercise  full  control 
over  it. 

Have  you  struck  any  rate  this  year? — Not  for 
tnis  financial  year  as  yet. 

Wllat  are  tlie  poor  rates? — The  poor  rate  for 
"**  }St  I0d. ; for  1875,  Is.  lQd. ; 187G,  Is.  4 d. ; 
Jo77,  Is.  5d. ; and  1878,  Is.  8 d. 

5.  Were  any  parts  of  those  poor  rates  special 
taiy  rates  ? — There  was  a penny  included  in  that 
as  a special  sanitary  rate  each  year,  of  course. 

97  ™hat  for  1875’  187  6>  1877>  and  1378?— Yes. 

-7.  What  was  that  struck  for?— For  sanitary  ex- 
penses. J 


-3-  V as  it  for  salaries — was  there  any  special 
sanitary  work  necessary  except  the  carrying  out  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  of  1874  ? — No. 

29.  And  was  the  rate  struck  over  the  entire  of  the 
electoral  division  % — Yes. 

30.  What  was  the  county  cess  in  the  same  years 
that  you  have  given  me  the  other  rates  for?— For  1874 
it  was  Is.  G$d;  1S75,  Is.  G£d. ; 187G,  Is.  Gid. ; 1877, 
Is.  Gd. ; and  1878,  Is.  i%d? 

31.  How  is  the  town  supplied  with  water  ? — By 
pumps,  over  which  tho  Guardians  have  control. 

32.  Has  there  ever  been  any  complaint  about  the 
quantity  or  quality  of  the  water? — No;  not  to  my 
knowledge. 

33.  How  is  the  town  lit? — With  gas. 

34.  By  a company  ? — Yes,  by  a company. 

35.  And  do  you  contract  with  the  company? — Yes. 

36.  And  what  nre  the  terms  of  yoiu1  contract  ? — We 
pay  the  same  as  private  consumers. 

37.  How  much  is  that? — Eight  shillings  and  four 
pence  per  thousand  feet.  We  pay  by  meter.  There 
are  three  meters. 

38.  How  many  lamps  have  you? — Sixty.  There 
are  three  meters,  the  average  of  which  we  take  in  com- 
puting the  amount  consumed. 

39.  What  are  your  i-ules  about  lighting — the  num- 
ber of  months  that  the  lumps  are  lit  ? — They  are  lit 
from  the  14tli  of  September  to  the  14th  of  April. 

40.  Have  you  any  rule  about  moonlight  nights  ? — 
Well,  the  Gas  Company  arrange  that.  There  is  a reso- 
lution of  the  Gas  Committee  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners that  the  manager  of  the  Gas  Company  should 
use  his  discretion,  and  shut  off  the  gas  on  moonlight 
nig] its.  The  Gas  Committee  used  to  order  it  before 
on  some  nights.  They  laid  down  a certain  rule  that 
the  gas  should  bo  shut  off  at  a certain  time.  Some 
nights  before,  and  some  nights  after  full  moon,  and  then 
the  Gas  Company  was  directed  to  shut  them  off  when 
they  thought  proper. 

41.  And  it  is  now  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
manager  of  the  Gas  Company? — Yes;  hut  under  the 
constant  supervision  of  the  Gas  Committee.  The 
three  members  of  the  Gas  Committee  look  closely  after 
that. 

42.  How  much  does  the  lighting  come  to  in  the 
year — what  did  each  lamp  cost  last  year  about? — 
Each  of  the  lamps  cost  about  £2-^.  That  is  for  the 
17. 

43.  Is  that  the  of  a pound?— Yes. 

44.  Is  there  a system  of  sewers  in  the  town  1 — 
There  is. 

45.  Are  there  main  sewers  in  each  of  the  main 
streets  ? — Well,  Mr.  Garvey,  the  Chairman  of  the  Town 
Commissioners,  knows  more  about  that  than  I do,  and 
he  would  he  better  able  than  myself  to  give  evidence  as 
to  that.  I know  myself  that  there  are  in  some  of  the 
main  streets. 

40.  The  Guardians,  of  course,  have  hitherto  attended 
to  all  that? — Ye$,  since  1874. 

47.  I understand  that  you  have  got  a provisional 
order  which  is  passing  through  the  House  now,  to  be- 
come the  urban  sanitary  authority  ? — Yes.  ... 

48.  Have  you  any  map  of  the  township ?j— Yes,  .we 

have  the  Ordnance  map.  ; 

49.  What  electoral  division  is  tho  township  in  ? — 
Almost  all  in  the  electoral  divisim  of  Parsonstown. 
There  is  a small  portion  in  that  cf  Eglisli. 


Hr,  Henry 
Barlow. 
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MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


PARSONSTOWN. 

May  81, 1879. 
Mr.  Henry 


50.  Chesterfield  House  is  not  in  the  electoral  divi- 
sion of  Parsonstown  ? — It  is  in  the  township. 

51.  The  town  is  in  the  electoral  division  of  Parsons- 
tovn,  with  the  exception  of  a portion  of  tho  town- 
lancl  of  Dovegrove  ? — Yes. 

52.  What  electoral  division  is  Dovegrove  ini — That 
of  Eglisli.  The  portion  of  the  townhmd  of  Dovegrove 
called  Chesterfield,  is  in  the  electoral  division  of  Eglish. 

53.  Were  you  the  Town  Clerk  when  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act  was  adopted? — No. 

54.  When  was  it  adopted  ?— On  the  2Gth  of  August, 
1870,  as  published  in  the  Dublin  Gazette.  It  was 
adopted  from  and  after  that  date. 

55.  What  is  the  date  of  the  Gazette  that  gives  a de- 
scription of  the  boundaries  ? — The  14th  of  June,  1870. 

56.  Have  the  Commissioners  discussed  the  question 
as  to  whether  when  they  become  the  urban  sanitary 
authority,  they  would  seek  to  take  up  the  roads  of  the 
distinct? — They  have. 

57.  Have  they  come  to  any  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject ? — I could  not  say.  It  would  be  better  to  ask  tho 
chairman  as  to  that. 

58.  They  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  at  any  rate, 
that  they  wish  for  no  extension? — They  do  not  wish 
for  any  extension. 

59.  I suppose  Imay  take  it  that  the  Commissioners 
are  uuanimous  in  that  view  ? — They  are,  there  is  no 
doubt  about  that. 

60.  As  far  as  you  know,  what  is  the  opinion  of  the 
ratepayers  of  the  town  on  the  subject?— As  far  as  I 
know  they  are  satisfied  with  the  boundary  as  it  exists 
at  present. 

61.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  any  of  the 
people  who  live  outside  the  township  boundary,  but 
near  it,  wish  to  be  taken  in  ? — I am  not  aware  that 
they  do. 

62.  Will  you  give  me  what  the  receipts  and  expen- 

diture for  the  last  year  were  ?— I have  a copy  of  the 
return  made  out  for  you.  [Return  handed  in,  see  ap- 
pendix.] 1 


e no  funded  property,  I suppose?— 


63.  You  have 
No. 

6f  ‘ /tT6  tere  in  tLis  refcurn  a subscription  from  the 
Earl  of  Rosse— I suppose  that  is  a perpetual  thing?— 
Xes ; he  gives  annually  the  sum  of  .£20  towards  tho 
tunas  of  the  Commissioners. 

65.  What  do  the  Grand  Jury  do  in  the  way  of  re- 
pairnig  the  roadways  in  the  town— have  you  ever 
applied  for  anything  by  way. of  presentments ?— Yes 
we  have. 


66  And  have  you  got  what  you  asked  for?— They 
have  been  passed  by  the  Road  Sessions,  but  they  never 


67.  Have  you  any  staff  for  cleansing  and  watering 
the  streets— I see  you  have  an  item  in  the  account 
£23  for  that?— They  have  no  staff  regularly  employed 
but  the  same  men  aro  nearly  always  employed,  but 
they  are  not  kept  constantly  at  work. 

68.  Then  your  town  bailiff  engages  them  when  lie 
wants  them  ? — Yes ; but  sometimes  the  weather  is  such 
that  the  streets  do  not  require  very  much  to  bo  swept’ 
There  is,  however,  no  regular  permanent  staff  kept  for 
that  work  by  tho  Commissioners. 

69.  And  is  it  at  all  considered  that  tho  sun\  of  £24 
is  a sufficient  amount  to  bo  expended  on  the  cleansin» 
of  the  streets  ?— Well,  there  has  been  a great  increase 
in  the  expenditure  under  that  head  this  year,  that  will 
end  in  September.  For  instance,  from  'November  to 
the  present  time  the  sum  of  .£40  has  beon  expended  in 
sweeping  alone. 

70.  And  will  you  bo  able  to  pay  that  amount  and 
keep  within  your  rates  ?— Well,  wo  will  to  that  ex- 
tent. 

71.  Then  what  do  the  G rand  Jury  do  for  you  in  the 
way  of  the  streets? — They  don’t  do  anythhig  worth 
speaking  of. 

72.  All  the  streets  are  under  contract,  I suppose?— 
I think  I am  correct  in  saying  all  the  streets  of  the 
town  are  in  the  charge  of  the  County  Surveyor.  They 
have  no  contracts  for  them. 

73.  That  is  only  the  main  streets,  but  what  about 
the  repair  of  the  bye-streets? — The  Town  Commis- 
sioners do  all  tho  repairing  of  tho  bye-streets  when 
required  in  any  of  the  streets  not  contracted  for. 

7 4.  Is  there  anytliiug  else  that  you  have  made  a 
note  of,  that  you  desire  to  tell  us? — No,  except  you 
wish  to  hear  anytliiug  about  the  cemetery. 

75.  Whafc  is  the  reason  of  tho  burial  rate  bciny  so 
high  for  the  hist  throe  or  four  years  as  compared  with 
other  towns  of  similar  cimunatauccs  and  extent?— 
Well,  there  was  a debt  upon  the  cemetery ; there  was 
a loan  of  .£400  got  to  lay  out  tho  cemetery  and  to  build 
a wall. 


7 6.  And  that  was,  I suppose,  being  ]>aid  off  at  a 
certain  rate,  .£20  a year,  or  something  of  that  kind?— 
Yes,  £20  a year  was  being  paid  off,  and  during  the 
time,  of  tho  litigation  there  wero  not  many  burials  in 
the  cemetery.  There  was  a Commission  of  Inquiry 
held  here,  and  two  old  burial  grounds — that  is  the  two 
within  tho  township — were  closed,  subject,  of  course, 
to  certain  rights  of  certain  parties.  Since  that  time 
the  burials  have  largely  increased  in  tho  new  cemetery, 
and  consequently  the  rate  fell  50  per  cent,  from  1877 
to  1878 — it  was  3 d.  in  1877,  and  l^ti  in  1878. 

77.  What  was  tho  area  and  valuation  of  the  portion 
of  Dovegrove  ? — £56. 


Mr.  Toler  R, 
Garvey 


Mr.  Toler  ‘ 

78.  The  Commissioner— You  are  the  Chairman  c 
the  Town  Commissioners?— I am. 

79.  Will  you  kindly  give  ns  your  opinion  with  r< 
ference  to  the  various  matters  detailed  by  the  Tow 
Clerk  ?— With  regard  to  the  extension,  I don’t  thin' 
there  is  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioner 
or  the  ratepayers  for  an  extension. 

80.  Was  there  any  wish  expressed  on  the  part  c 

those  who  axe  living  immediately  outside  the  presen 
boundary  to  be  taken  in  ?_No,  I think  not.  We  hav 
taken  every  opportunity  of  giving  publicity  to  th 
inquiry  that  was  pending,  and  we  have  received  n 
application  from  any  outsider  whatever  The  onl- 
persons  who  would  probably  he  at  all  expected  t 
desire  to  come  m,  or  that  one  might  suppose  to  be  in 
clined  to  come  in,  are  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  o 
Crinkle  and  the  barracks,  and  they  have  not  express* 
any  desre  to  come  m.  1 

81.  GriiHe  ia  a mile  and  a lalf,  I suppose,  from  tb 
centre  of  Parsonstown  J-rl  suppose  it  is 

. 82.  What  is  the  size  of  the  village  of  Crinkle?— I 
is  a.  village  that  consists  of  three  small  streets  with  £ 
population  of  about  400  or  500. 


Garvey  examined. 

83.  I find  the  population  of  Crinkle  given  in  the 
return  before  me  as  1,400,  but  I presume  that  that 
includes  the  barracks? — Yes  ; that  number  must  have 
included  the  barracks,  I think.  Certainly  it  must,  and 
that  number  you  know  varies. 

84.  Of  course  the  number  varies  according  to  the 
number  of  the  troops  stationed  there  ? — Yes. 

85.  Would  it  be  desirable  to  take  the  barracks  in 
under  your  control? — I don’t  know  that  it  would.  I 
don’t  see  that  there  would  be  any  advantage  in  taking 
it  in.  They  have  their  own  arrangements  for  lighting 
the  barracks,  and  their  own  sanitary  arrangements 
altogether,  and  there  is  at  the  present  moment  a large 
project  for  the  drainage  of  the  barracks,  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  authorities. 

86.  And  would  there  he  any  advantage  in  having 
the  authority  of  the  Commissioners  extended  oyer  the 
roads  about  the  barracks  ? — I think  not.  I think  the 
extension  at  present  in  that  direction  is  sufficient. 

87.  And  as  to  the  village  of  Crinkle,  it  would  be  no 
advantage  to  the  town  of  Parsonstown  to  take  the 
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village  in,  I suppose  ? — I think  not,  because,  of  course, 
if  we  took  the  village  in  and  taxed  the  people,  they 
would  naturally  expect  us  to  do  a good  deal  for  them 
in  the  way  of  lighting,  and  so  on,  especially  in  the 
matter  of  gas  lights  in  the  village,  and  it  is  so  far  away 
that  I don’t  think  it  would  pay.  Besides,  with  regard 
to  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  Crinkle,  I think  the 
Board  of  Guardians  are  carrying  out  the  sanitary 
arrangemants  of  Crinkle  very  satisfactorily. 

88.  There  is  another  place,  a suburb  called  Rivers- 
town.  That  is  very  near  the  township,  but  it  is  not 
within  it.  Would  it  be  of  advantage  to  take  that  hi. 
Your  boundary  goes  to  it,  but  it  is  not  included  ? — 
There  are  very  few  houses  beyond  the  river  in  that 
village.  I don’t  think  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  us 
to  take  in  Riverstown. 

S9.  As  far  as  you  know,  the  people  of  Riverstown 
are  not  anxious  to  be  taken  in? — They  are  not  anxious, 
but,  I believe,  quite  the  contrary. 

90.  It  has  been  expressed  as  an  opinion,  by  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  out  of  which 
our  warrants  for  the  holding  of  the  present  Commission 
of  Inquiry  arose,  that  poor-law  boundaries  and  town- 
ship boundaries  should  be  made  to  agree,  and  though 
it  is  not  .said  so  definitely,  it  is,  I think,  meant  that  as 
far  as  possible,  townland  boundaries  should  bo  made 
the  boundaries  of  the  townships  ; or,  at  any  rate,  that 
the  electoral  division  should  be,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
boundary  of  the  township.  Is  there  any  reason  why 
Chesterfield  specially  should  be  taken  into  the  town- 
ship.. It  is  the  only  portion  in  a second  electoral 
division,  and  it  is  a very  small  bit. 

91.  In  any  case  in  which  the  electoral  divisions 
boundary  was  departed  from,  we  are  expected  to  give 
some  special  reason  for  it,  so  that  is  why  I should  like 
to  know  about  Chesterfield  ? — The  reason  is,  that  there 
is  a large  educational  establishment  at  Chesterfield. 
There  is  a boarding-school  on  the  premises,  of  which 
the  Rev.  William  Ewing  is  the  hoad  master,  and  there 
are  at  the  present  time,  I think  about  50  boarders 
there,  and  the  school  is  considered  to  have  any  advan- 
tage that  proximity  to  the  town  can  give,  with  the 
exception  of  lighting  ■ but  being  so  near  the  town,  and 
making  use  of  the  town  in  many  ways,  it  was  con- 
sidered reasonable  and  fair  to  bring  it  in. 

92. -  Was  then-  a school  there  at  the  time  of  the  for- 
mation of  the  ' boundaries  originally  ? — No,  not 
originally  ; but  it  was  a school  I think  at  the  time  of  . 
adopting  the  new  Act.  When  the  boundaries  wore 
extended  there  was  a school  there. 

93.  Then  it  was  not  in  the  boundary  under  the  old 
government  No,  not  under  the  9th  of  George  IV. 

94.  Under  the  Act  of  9th  George  IV.  I presume 

your  boundary  was  much  smaller  ?— Much  smaller.  . 

95-  Iu  every  direction  ?— Yes,  under  the  9tlx  George. 
IV.  the  boundary  was  a complete  circle — an  imaginary, 
line  l-unning  through  different  townlands,  and  not  fol- 
lowing any  fixed  boundary.  It  extended  half  an  Eng- 
lish mile  from  the  Square. 

96.  About  the  burial  rate,  will  you  explain  that  ? — . 
ihe  burial  rate  is  levied  by  the  Town  Commissioners 
acting  as  a burial  board. 

97.  At  present  you  are  not  the  urban  authority  ? 

iNo,  but  we  hope  very  soon' to  be. 

8.  How  is  it  that  the  Town  Commissioners  of  Par- 
carae  *°  be  the  burial  board,  because  the  Act 
oi  1868  says  : 

®anitaO'  Authority  of  each  sanitary  district  except 
shill  hp  J®'?lsll.1Ps  llaVJng  Commissioners  under  local  Acts;  • 
sbaU  be  the  bunnl  board  for  such  district.” 

■Now,  the  sanitary  authority  here  is  the  Board  of  Guor- 
7 ai?  sPeeking  now,  of  course,  before  you  get 
the  ?~7?1ef°re  we  get  our  order— that  is  since 

the  passing  of  the  Public  Health  Act  only. 

expr„-  mce,  18?8? — Yes.  We  have  not  ceased  to 
C<firo1  m every  way,  nor  was  I aware  that  it 
i>ad  passed  from  our  control. 

bnrinl ' Yr  toith®  Passing  of  this  Act  you  were  the 

101  'rtoonty , being  the  Commissioners? — Yes. 

' And  the  legality  of  your  rate  is  admitted?— 


Perfectly  admitted.  You  were  asking  some  time  since 
why  the  rate  was  so  high. 

102.  Yes,  it  struck  me  as  being  high  compared  with 
other  towns? — That  was  for  a purpose.  There  was 
some  ground,  consisting  of  four  Irish  acres,  which  was 
presented  by  Lord  Rosse  to  the  Town  Commissioners 
as  a burial  board. 

103.  All  the  ground  of  the  new  cemetery  1— Yes 
and  a sum  of  .£400  was  borrowed  for  the  purpose  of 
enclosing  it,  and  in  laying  it  out,  and  in  building  a 
lodge ; and  we  have  been  paying  it  off  each  year. 
That  was  oil  the  1st  of  March,  1869,  that  we  borrowed 
this  money,  and  we  have  been  paying  it  off  by  instal- 
ments. The  revenue  has  very  much  increased,  and  we 
have  paid  off  the  whole  of  the  debt  but  £150,  and  we 
are  paying  that  off  at  such  a rate  at  the  present  time 
that  we  expect  to  have  the  whole  of  it  paid  off  next 
year. 

105.  You  are  bound  to  pay  that  off  at  a certain  sink- 
ing rate,  and  you  have  been  paying  it  off  in  that  way  ? 
— Yes.  We  are  not  quite  clear  as  to  whether,  when 
we  have  paid  off  our  debt,  and  are  receiving  profit  from 
the  cemetery,  we  shall  be  able  to  apply  the  profits  to 
other  than  burial  purposes. 

106.  Well  that  is  a legal  question  that  I cannot 
help  you  in  ? — -It  would  make  a great  difference  in  our 
rates  if  we  were  ablo  so  to  ajiply  it,  because  there 
would  he  no  necessity  to  apply  it  to  cemetery  purposes, 
and  it  might  be  applied  towards  other  improvements. 

107.  With  regard  to  the  drainage  of  the  town,  is  it 
in  a satisfactory  state  ? — I think  it  is  on  the  whole  iu 
a very  satisfactory  state.  There  is  a very  fine  main 
sewer  running  through  the  main  street  of  the  town — 
running  up  into  the  main  street  from  the  river  up  to 
the  pillar  in  the  Square.  It  is  a very  largo  sewer, 
and  then  there  are  various  smaller  branches  from 
other  streets  into  that.  Then  we  should  like  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  town  to  extend  the  drainage  some- 
what more  than  it  is.  From  the  upper  part  of  the 
town  there  is  a fall  the  other  way,  and  this  drain  is 
not  sufficient  to  carry  off  the  drainage  at  the  back  of 
the  houses  in  a satisfactory  manner  without  consider- 
able difficulty  and  expense,  and  we  have  had  before  the 
Board  of  Guardians  as  the  sanitary  authority  a pro- 
posal and  plans,  and  estimates  for  carrying  out  this 
matter.  At  any  rate  it  is  in  contemplation,  and  when 
it  is  finished  I think  the  drainage  of  the  town  will  be 
in  a highly  satisfactory  condition. 

108.  That  will  come  under  your  control  as  soon  as 
you  get  your  Provisional  Order? — Yes,  as  soon  as  we 
become  the  urban  sanitary  authority. 

109.  .The  drainage  goes  then  down  into  the  river? — 
Y es,  it  goes  into  the  river. 

110.  Has  any  objection  ever  been  made  to  that? — 
It  discharges  chiefly  below  where  any  of  the  water 
supply  is  taken. 

111.  But  does  any  of  the  sewage  be  discharged  near 
where  the  water  is  taken  for  domestic  purposes  ? 
— There  is  none  of  it  used  for  drinking  purposes  of 
course,  none  whatever,  because  the  public  pumps  of 
the  town  supply  that. 

112.  And  you  have  never  had  any  plan  for  dealing 
with  the  sewage  in  any  other  way  ? — No,  we  have  not. 
We  have  talked  about  it,  and  we  have  thought  about 
it,  but  we  have  never  come  to  laying  it  down  on  paper 
as  yet. 

113.  I suppose  you  are  aware  of  an  Act  passed  last 
year,  “ The  Pollution  of  Rivers  Act."  I don’t  know 
what  action,  or  whether  any  action  has  been  taken 
upon  that  Act  or  not  ? — I should  not  be  at  all  sorry  to 
see  action  taken  upon  it. 

114.  With  regard  to  the  roads,  Mr.  Garvey,  have 
the  Commissioners,  as  a board,  considered  the  question 
of  taking  them  up  from  the  Grand  J ury  ? — Well,  they 
have  considered  the  question,  and  the  matter  stands 
just  in  this  way  at  present.  The  Commissioners  have 
repeatedly  made  applications  to  the  Grand  Jury  for 
some  help  in  the  matter  of  crossings  and  flagging,  and 
things  of  that  kiud  in  the  town,  and  they  have  almost 
invariably — at  least  for  some  time  past,  they  have  been 
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Papsonstown.  entirely  refused  any  assistance  from,  the  Grand  Jury, 
May  si.  1870.  although  the  amount  of  county  cess  contributed  by  the 
Mr.  Xolsr  R.  township  exceeds  its  liability  considerably. 

Garvey.  114.  You  mean  exceeds  what  the  Grand  Jury  spend 

on  it  ? — Yes,  exceeds  what  the  Grand  Jury  expend 
upon  it.  Yet  we  get  no  help  from  the  Grand  Jury. 

115.  Are  you  thinking  then  of  applying  to  have 
the  powers  transferred  to  you  1 — Yes,  we  are. 

116.  You  are  aware  you  can  get  the  transfer  if  the 
Local  Government  Board  approves  of  it  ? — Yes. 

117.  Of  course  it  would  be  premature  for  you  to 
make  application  until  you  become  the  urban  sanitary 
authority  for  you  could  not  do  it  1 — That  is  one  of  the 
reasons  for  our  having  made  application  to  become 
the  urban  sanitary  authority — with  a view  of  getting 
the  roads  under  our  own  control.  If  the  Grand  Jury 
would  give  us  what  we  consider  a reasonable  amount 
of  aid,  and  if  they  would  help  us  in  the  way  that  other 
Grand  Juries  do  help  other  townships — in  fact  in  al- 
most all  the  towns  I know  of — we  would  not  be  dis- 
posed, perhaps,  to  seek  for  the  transfer. 

118.  The  transfer  that  you  would  seek  for  would 
be  merely  the  control  over  the  streets,  roads,  and 
bridges  1 — Yes,  merely  that. 

119.  And  do  you  think  that  if  the  rates  that  are 
now  paid  in  county  cess  were  transferred  to  you,  ex- 
cept the  county  at  large  charges,  you  would  bo  able  to 
maintain  the  mails  better  than  at  present  ? — Yus, 
better  than  at  present. 

120.  Yon  would  require  a staff  for  the  purpose? — 
Of  course  we  would  require  a staff. 

121.  Have  you  gone  into  any  figures  as  to  what  it 
would  cost  you,  and  as  to  what  you  would  get  for 
them? — "We  have;  we  know  what  the  Grand  Jury 
are  able  to  maintain  them  for. 

122.  Are  they  maintained  satisfactorily? — No. 

123.  Well  then  in  that  case  it  would  cost  some- 
liing  more? — It  would  cost  them  something  more  to- 
put  them  into  a satisfactory  condition  in  the  fust  in- 
stance, and  then  we  think  they  would  be  easier  main- 
tained. I should  like  to  explain  the  condition  we  are 
in  with  regard  to  the  roads  at  the  present  time.  In 
1876  and  1877,  all  the  roads — a series  of  seveu  mails, 
branching  out  from  the  Square,  were  given  in  chargo 
of  the  County  Surveyor,  there  not  being  contractors 
for  them,  and  they  were  given  into  his  charge  by  the 
Grand  Jury  for  a term  of  five  years.  Until  about  a 
year  ago  these  roads  were  tolerably  well  maintained, 
but  the  Town  Commissioners  felt  rather  aggrieved  at 
the  collection  of  mud  heaps  in  the  town.  The  roads 
were  scraped,  and  the  mud  heaps  were  collected  at  the 
sides  of  the  streets,  and  in  many  cases  they  were  not 
removed  for  a considerable  time. 

124.  But  does  not  the  removal  of  them  become  a 
sanitary  matter  ? — It  was  considered  that  the  person 
who  created  the  nuisance  was  the  one  who  should 
abate  it. 

125.  Were  the  Guardians  asked  to  interfere  1 I 

don’t  think  the  Guardians  were  asked  to  interfex-e  in 
the  matter,  as  well  as  I remember. 

126.  The  state  of  things  you  speak  of  was  since 
1874.  Then  if  there  was  any  sanitary  intei-fei’ence  on 
sanitary  grounds,  it  would  be  by  the  Guardian  as  the 
rural  sanitary  authority?— Yes,  probably  on  sanitary 
grounds,  but  it  was  more  on  the  gi'ounds  of  general  in- 
convenience that  we  complained.  For  instance  if  the 
mud  heaps  became  hard  and  stiff,  people  driving 
through  the  town  would  have  to  di'ive  over  them,  and 
that  would  be  very  disagreeble,  if  not  dangerous. 

127.  We  may  presume  that  the  mud  heaps  in  a 
town  like  this,  must  become  a sanitary  nuisance  if 
they  are  not  removed?— At  all  events  an  opinion  was 
expressed  here  before  Mr.  Exham’s  Commission,  that 
these  heaps  were  a great  nuisance,  and  I t.hrnV  Mr, 
Exham  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
County  Surveyor  to  remove  them.  Very  soon  after 
that,  the  County  Surveyor  declined  to  scrape  the 
roads  and  streets  within  the  township  at  all,  and  he 
endeavoured  to  throw  upon  the  Commissioners  the 
duty  of  scraping  the  roads,  and  of  what  he  called 


scavenging  them.  The  Connnissionera  objected  for 
some  time  to  do  this,  because  they  considered  that  lie 
w.is  merely  in  the  place  of  a road  contractor  whose 
duty,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  specification  was 
to  scrapo  the  roods  and  to  remove  mud  before 
putting  on  fresh  material.  However,  he  has  obsti- 
nately, or  rather  resolutely,  refused  to  scrape  the 
roads  when  ho  wants  to  put  on  new  material,  and  calls 
upon  the  Town  Commissioners  to  do  so,  but  not 
immediately  at  the  timo  he  wants  to  put  on  the 
material,  but  ho  gets  them  to  do  it  in  such  a way  that 
whenever  ho  requires  to  put  on  material,  he  contends 
that  they  shall  be  given  to  him  in  a proper  state  to 
receive  the  material.  The  Commissioners  consider 
that  state  of  things  a great  hardship,  and  in  fact  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  on  the  work  under 
such  circumstances,  because  it  would  be  dividing  the 
work  between  the  two  authorities  in  a way  that 
neither  could  act  in  any  way.  The  Commissioners 
quite  recognise  their  duty  to  scavenge  and  to  remove 
anything  in  the  way  of  a nuisance,  and  to  keep  the 
water  tables  clean,  but  to  scrape  the  mud  off  the 
streets  in  order  to  prepare  them  for  material,  is  a duty 
that  they  have  not  recognised.  However,  for  the  sake 
of  peace,  and  with  the  view  of  trying  to  preserve  the 
streets  of  the  town  in  good  repair,  the  Commissioners- 
agreed  to  the  proposal  of  the  County  Surveyor  to 
scrape  the  mini,  aud  remove  it  oft"  all  the  streets — off 
the  portion  of  the  reads  within  the  township  as  far  as 
the  houses  go  in  each  street,  and  asked  him  then  to 
remove  the  mud  outside,  beyond  the  streets  but  with- 
in the  boundaries  of  the  township,  because  the  town- 
ship extends  out  to  a certain  degree — indeed  to  a con- 
siderable extent  where  there  are  no  houses. 

128.  Do  you  happen  to  know  how  many  miles  of 
roads  there  are  contracted  for  within  the  township?— 

I etui  tell  you  in  perches. 

129.  That  will  do? — -There  arc  3,440  perches  of 
contract  roads  within  this  township. 

130.  And  what  do  they  cost  ? — They  are  not  under 
contract.  I can  tell  you  what  the  Grand  Jury  spend. 
Tim  Grand  Jury  contracts  extend  beyond  the  township 
boundaries  to  the  oxtont  of  2,012  perches  in  addition 
to  that,  making  altogether  5,452  perches  under  con- 
tract. 

131.  Under  contract  or  in  the  County  Surveyor’s 
hands? — In  the  County  Surveyor’s  hands  I should  say, 
the  Grand  Jury  spend  upon  that  .£411  8s.  4<Z.  less  by 
£27  7s.  (the  charge  on  post  roads  charged  to  the 
county  at  large)  making  the  cost  of  the  roads  on  the 
lmrony  £384  Is.  4(7 

132.  Well,  that  is  about  17  miles.  Have  the  Com- 
missioners ever  considered  what  has  been  done  in  other 
towns  of  becoming  themselves,  not  qua  Commissioners, 
but  arranging  so  as  to  become  contractors  for  the  roads 
in  the  township? — Yes,  sir,  and  with  the  view  of  be- 
coming contractors  themselves,  they  made  application 
at  the  last  Presentment  Sessions  to  take  a portion  of 
the  reads  into  their  own  hands  that  are  now  worked  by 
the  County  Surveyor. 

133.  Within,  as  well  as  without  the  muncipal 
boundary? — No,  only  within;  and  we  were  not  sure 
whether  the  Grand  Jury,  having  given  them  in  charge 
for  five  years  to  the  County  Surveyor,  would  grant  the 
application.  At  all  events  wo  made  the  application, 
and  unfortunately,  through  an  informality,  the  pro- 
ceedings fell  through.  The  Coiuity  Surveyor  had  not 
been  served  .with  proper  notice,  aud  he  raised  an 
objection,  and  the  application  was  consequently  thrown 
out.  But  at  the  last  Grand  Jury,  I myself  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Gi-and  Jury  moved  a resolution  on  the 
subject  of  these  roads,  and  it  was  to  this  effect — 

“ Proposed  by  Toler  R.  Garvey — That  the  Coimty  Sur- 
veyor having  in  1876  and  1877  taken  up  for  five  years  seven 
series  of  roads  partly  within  and  partly  without  the  town  ot 
Parsonstown,  is  hereby  instructed  to  scrapo  and  repair  in 
same  manner  as  heretofore,  during  the  continuance  of  said 
term,  all  such  portion  of  said  roads  as  lie  beyond  the  actual 
streets  of  the  town,  the  Town  Commissioners  agreeing  to 
scrape  the  dirt  off  the  streets  and  remove  same.” 

134.  What  became  of  it  It  was  seconded,  and  put 
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to  the  Grand  Jury  and  lost.  The  County  Surveyor 
expressed  an  opinion  that  it  should  not  pass,  and  it 
didn’t.  That,  sir,  is  one  of  our  main  reasons  for  wishing 
to  become  an  urban  sanitary  authority — that  we  may 
have  control  over  the  roads — in  fact,  there  are  three 
reasons  why  we  desire  to  become  the  urban  sanitary 
authority.  One  is,  that  we  might  have  the  roads  under 
our  own  control  in  consequence  of  the  unsatisfactory 
state  in  which  we  consider  they  are  now  kept  by  the 
County  Surveyor.  Secondly,  because  we  get  no  help 
towards  carrying  out  any  works  of  improvement,  such 
as  crossings  and  flagging,  though  applications  are  re- 
peatedly made,  and  if  passed  at  Presentment  Sessions, 
they  are  thrown  out  when  they  come  before  the  Grand 
Jury ; and  thirdly,  we  think  we  might  be  able  to  carry 
out  more  effectively,  or  perhaps  more  extensively,  I 
should  say,  the  sanitary  operations,  than  they  are  at 
present  carried  out  under  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
though  we  have  no  reason  whatever  to  complain  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  because  they  have  attended  to 
•everything  represented  to  them. 

135.  But  you  think  that  the  Town  Commissioners 
being  on  the  spot  and  being  in  the  town  constantly — 
you  could  manage  the  business  better? — Yes,  we  think 
that  the  local  interests  would  be  a stronger  and  greater 
incentive  to  do  the  work  properly. 

136.  Taking  in  view  the  probability  of  your  having 
charge  of  the  roads,  and  taking  up  the  fiscal  part  of 
the  duty  of  the  Grand  J ury,  is  there  any  alteration 
in  the  boundaries  of  the  township  that  would  be  de- 
sirable — for  instance,  would  it  bo  desirable  to  include 
that  portion  of  the  road  up  to  the  new  cemetery  under 
the  Commissioners’  control  —I  don’t  mean  any  material 
enlargement  or  curtailment  of  the  boundary,  hut  is  it 
your  opinion  that  there  would  be  any  alteration  in  any 
way  that  would  be  desirable  in  view  of  taking  the  roads 
under  your  control  ? — That  is  a purely  rural  road ; 
though  it  passes  our  township  boundary,  and  I don’t 
think  there  would.  I don’t  think  it  would  ho  desirable 
to  include  that,  or  he  of  veiy  much  use. 

137.  Or  the  road  up  to  the  barracks  ? — I don’t  think 
so.  It  is  not  very  much  used.  As  a rule,  there  can 
be  no  doubt — and  it  is  only  fan-  to  state  so — that  the 
county  roads  are  well  maintained. 

138.  And  you  would  not  include  the  read  to  the 
barracks? — I don’t  think  so,  unless  wo  took  in  tlio 
barrack  itself.  I do  ixot  think  tlicro  would  bo  any 
object  in  having  control  over  the  road. 

139.  And  you  do  not  seo  any  object  in  including 
the  barrack  itself? — I do  not 

140.  The  railway  station  is  within  the  limits  of  tlio 
municipal  boundary  at  present? — It  is. 

141.  Is  there  a large  traffic  going  backwards  and 
forwards  to  the  railway  1—' Yes,  a great  doal  of  traffic. 

142.  Have  you  any  bye-laws  regulating  that  traffic  ? 
— We  have  not. 


143.  Is  there  any  necessity  for  them?— Well,  we 
had  a code  of  bye-laws  prepared,  and  we  did  con- 
sider that  there  was  a necessity  for  bye-laws,  generally 
to  apply  to  various  matters,  such  as  the  regulation  of 
the  markets  and  things  of  that  sort ; but  as  we 
imderstand  that  our  powers  are  a good  deal  enlarged, 
mid  will  be  increased  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
i perhaps  will  render  any  bye-laws  unnecessary. 

144.  It  does  not  bear  directly  on  the  question  of 
boundaries  at  all,  but  it  just  occurred  to  me  that,  ns 

a frequent  case  with  us — at  any  rate  we  have  in 
cases  foimd>  on  asking  the  question,  that  the 
oundary  was  made  to  include  the  railway  yard,  for 
ESS?  rffeP°wer  t0  mako  bye-laws  regu- 
of  cars  ^ Well,  as  regards  the  cars,  that  is  not 
importance  to  us.  The  only  thing  ns  to 

the  raiil®  ® had  STe  <lifficulty>  ^ with  regard  to 
company  keeping  cattle  standing  upon  the 
pubhc  road  close  to  the  railway,  until  they  have  been 


not  may  be>  J°ur  boundary  does 

jot  want  extending  for  that  purpose  1-No,  it  does 


146.  You  say,  then,  there  is  no  necessity  for  extend- 


ing the  boundary,  so  as  to  take  in  the  now  cemetery 
within  the  township? — I think  not.  When  we  become 
the  urban  sanitary  authority,  we  shall  have  control 
over  it — complete  control  over  it. 

147.  I don’t  seo  any  direct  connection  between 
Chesterfield  and  the  town.  In  what  way  is  it  con- 
nected, so  that  it  is  especially  desirable  to  get  it  in? 
—It  is  a very  short  distance  from  the  last  of  the 
houses  of  the  town,  and  I don’t  really  know  what 
other  reason  there  is,  except  that  the  town  supplies  are 
very  convenient,  and  so  on. 

148.  I see  every  reason  why  Chesterfield  should 
pay  rates,  if  there  was  no  objection ; the  only  objection 
is  going  into  a new  electoral  division  for  the  sake  of  a 
few  acres? — When  the  limits  of  the  township  were 
extended  in  1870,  the  Commissioners  proposed  that  a 
very  large  area  should  be  taken  in.  That  was  met  by 
Sir  Richard  Griffith  making  a report  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  showing  by  the  map  that  the  boundaries 
proposed,  entering  into  a rural  district  too  much, 
would  derive  no  benefit,  and  laying  down  other 
boundaries ; and  the  boundaries  laid  down  by  Sir 
Richard  Griffith  are  the  boundaries  tlint  now  exist. 
In  fact,  I may  remark  that  we  have  been  always 
accustomed  to  look  upon  Chesterfield  as  a small 
townland  in  itself,  and  I venture  to  say  that  although 
you  are  quite  correct  as  to  its  being  part  of  the  townland 
of  Dovogrovo,  there  are  very  few  persons,  except 
those  who  have  to  do  with  the  rate  hooks,  would 
know  that  it  formed  part  of  another  electoral  division. 

149.  At  that  time,  no  attention  was  paid  to  a 
township  boundary  being  made  identical  with  town- 
land  boundaries  or  electoral  division  boundaries? — It 
is  so  close  to  the  town,  that  all  the  supplies  that  are 
required  for  that  establishment  are  delivered  there 
free  of  expense  to  the  owner.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ewing 
has  made  application  for  the  pathways  leading  into 
tlio  town  to  he  put  into  proper  repair. 

150.  How  far  does  the  lighting  extend,  particularly 
in  the  direction  of  the  barracks  or  the  railway  station? 
— Just  to  the  railway  station.  The  lights  within  tlio 
boundary  of  the  railway  station  are,  of  course,  supplied 
by  the  company.  The  List  lamp  in  the  township  goes 
to  the  top  of  the  bill,  just  at  the  railway  station. 

15] . Would  it  not  be  desirable,  if  it  is  not  attended 
with  any  great,  expense,  to  all  parties,  that  the  lamps 
should  be  extended  up  to  the  gate  of  the  barracks,  and 
the  roads  lit  to  the  barracks ; it  is  not  a very  long 
distance  ? — It  is  a considerable  distance. 

152.  You  will  see  by  the  map  that  it  is  not  a 
quarter  of  a mile  outside  the  township  boundary? — 
Bo  you  mean  that  wo  might  go  as  far  as  the  gate  of 
the  barracks? 

153.  Yes? — That  would  include  the  whole  of  the 
village  of  Crinkle,  and  would  render  us  liable  for  the 
lighting  of  the  whole  of  it,  and  of  looking  after  the, 
sanitary  arrangements  of  it  altogether ; and  we  thought 
having  given  those  matters  consideration — in  fact,  I 
may  state  at  once,  that  the  Gas  Company  are  not  in  a 
position  to  lay  mains,  and  I don’t  think  they  would 
do  so.  I don’t  think  they  would  lay  mains  for  us  so 
far,  and  I don’t  think  we  could  do  it  ourselves.  There 
are  no  private  consumers  iilong  that  road. 

154.  Independently  of  the  lighting  question— 
would  there  bo  any  objection,  independently  of  that, 
to  include  the  village  of  Crinkle? — I think  that  is  the 
main  objection.  With  the  exception  of  the  lighting, 

I don’t  think  there  would  he  any  objection  on  the  part 
of  the  Commissioners  ; but  I apprehend  that  them 
would  be  an  objection  on  the  part  of  the  people  of 
Crinkle. 

155.  Is  there  anything  else  yon  would  wish  to  add 
to  your  evidence.  I wish  to  have  it  fully  put  on  the 
shorthand  writer’s  notes,  because  Mr.  Exliam,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Commission,  who  is  unavoidably 
absent  to-day,  has  to  consider  all  this,  and  anything 
like  the  reason  for  excluding  Crinkle,  it  would  be 
desirable  to  have  explained,  so  that  when  he  copies  to 
consider  the  ovidonce,  and  asks  why  it  was  left  out, 
there  will  be  an  explanation  for  him  ? — I don’t  think 
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there  is  anything  else  I have  to  add.  I have  already 
stated  the  ground  of  the  objection  to  including  Crinkle, 
as  far  as  the  Commissioners  are  concerned — the 
expense  of  lighting,  and  the  difficulty  in  getting  the 
Gas  Company  to  lay  mains. 

156.  How  far  apart,  on  such  roads,  do  you  consider 
it  necessary  to  place  the  lamps — for  instance,  how 
many  are  there  between  this  and  the  railway? — 
Between  the  entrance  to  the  town  and  the  bridge  at 
the  railway  station  there  are  five  lamps. 

157.  That  is  very  well  lit,  because  that  is  just  half 
a mile  ? — Yes  ; being  a road  where  there  is  such  a deal 
of  traffic  leading  to  the  railway  station  it  is  necessary 
there  should  be  good  lighting. 

158.  How  far  do  your  lights  extend  on  the  south 

roads  and  out  towards  Chesterfield? — Out  towards 
Chesterfield  they  only  extend 

1 59.  As  far  as  the  buildings  go  1 — No,  not  nearly 
so  far.  As  far  as  Oxmantown-place. 

160.  How  far  along  the  gaol  road? — Along  the  gaol 
road  they  extend  as  far  as  the  corner  of  Fair-green. 

161.  That  is  as  far  as  Pound-street? — As  far  as  the 
commencement  of  Pound-street. 

162.  And  then  in  other  directions — towards  Rivers- 
town  ? — Towards  Riverstown  to  High-street — part  of 
High-street.  What  is  down  there  on  the  map  as 
Graveyard-street,  midway  in  that  street. 

163.  And  on  the  road  to  Elmgrove? — As  far  as  the 
distillery  bridge. 

164.  Those  are  the  limits  of  lighting,  all  round,  you 
may  say?— Yes. 

165.  The  part  of  the  township  down  near  Rivers- 
town is  not  lit  1 — No,  sir. 

166.  Are  there  many  buildings  down  in  that  direc- 
tion on  the  higher  side  of  the  river  at  Riverstown  ? 

Only  a few  thatched  cottages. 


167.  There  seems  to  be  a good  many  on  the  map 
perhaps  they  are  gone —at  the  cross  roads  ?— Yes  there 

are  some  there,  but  a good  many  are  gone.  They  are 
gone  on  the  right  hand  side,  but  not  on  the  left.  ’ 

16S.  If  there  is  no  obligatian  to  extend  your  light- 
ing to  Riverstown,  what  obligation  would  there  be  to 
light  Crinkle? — Because  these  are  better  houses,  and  it 
is  more  in  the  nature  of  a town  than  those  places. 
There  are  shops  in  the  village  of  Crinkle. 

1 69.  Do  you  know  if  there  has  beenanything  decided 
as  to  how  far  the  obligation  on  a Board  of  Commis- 
sioners extends  as  regards  lighting.  Is  it  not  altogether 
in  their  own  discretion  ? — Well,  I don’t  know  that, 
but  upon  the  principle  of  justice  and  fair  play,  if  there 
are  a large  number  of  ratepayers  contributing  to  the 
rates,  and  a great  amount  of  traffic  and  business  going 
on  in  the  way  of  shops,  one  would  think  there  should 
he  lighting. 

170.  Shops  are  a distinguishing  element  certainly, 
but  along  the  road  to  Riverstown  don’t  there  seem  to 
be  a good  number  of  ratepayers  living  there? — They 
are  very  small  ratepayers,  and  most  of  them  don’t  pay 
town  rates.  The  entire  rate  paid  by  the  whole  of  the 
people  there — the  last:  rate  was  13s.  4d.  on  the  town- 
land  of  Ballindarra.  We  have  had  no  application  for 
any  extension  of  lighting  except  in  one  direction,  and 
that  is  in  the  direction  of  what  you  called  the  gaol 
road,  and  we  have  been  asked  to  extend  the  lighting 
out  as  far  as  the  houses  go,  and  we  have  put  resolutions 
upon  the  books  that  lights  are  required  there,  and  we 
have  asked  the  Gas  Company  to  supply  them,  and  we 
are  quite  prepared  to  pay  for  them  when  the  Gas  Com- 
pany supply  them.  They  are  now  laying  new  mains 
and  they  are  to  give  us  every  facility  for  extending  the 
lights  after  this  summer. 


Mr.  Henry 


Mr.  Henry  Davis  examined. 


171.  The  Commissioner. — You  are  a Town  Com- 
missioner ? — Yes. 

172.  You  have  heard  what  has  been  stated  by  the 
Town  Clerk  and  by  Mr.  Garvey.  Do  you  agree  with 
the  evidence  they  have  given  ? — Quite  so,  I do. 

173.  Is  there  anything  you  would  like  to  add? — 
The  only  remark  I would  wish  to  make  is,  that  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Ewing — the  proprietor  of  that  large  school 
to  which  reference  has  frequently  been  made  in  the 
course  of  the  inquiry — has  complained  very  much  of 


the  state  in  which  the  pathway  of  the  road  leading 
from  Chesterfield  into  the  town  is  allowed  to  remain ; 
and  not  only  that,  but  he  complains  of  a want  of 
lighting,  because  that  part  of  the  town  is  in  total  dark- 
ness. There  is  no  light  from  Oxmantown  Mall — from 
the  Castle  gate  there,  down  towards  his  place — so  that 
they  are  in  complete  darkness. 

174.  Along  the  road  for  over  half  a mile  there  is  no 
light  ? — Quite  so. 


Mr.  Adam 
MitchelL 


Mr.  Adam  Mitchell  examined. 


175.  Tire  Commissioner.— You  are  a Town  Com 
missioner  ? — Yes. 

176.  Have  you  anything  to  add  to  the  evidence 
already  given? -Indeed  I have  nothing  to  say.  Ir 
feet  we  discussed  this  matter  at  a meeting  of  the 
Town  Commissioner’s  as  to  the  advisability  of  an  ex 
tensron  of  the  boundary  to  the  barracks,  and  I heart 
the  main  part  of  wlrat  Mr.  Garvey  has  stated,  and  he 
rs  so  thoroughly  up  to  everything  connected  with  the 
town,  and  so  long  acquainted  with  all  its  requirements 
that  I do  not  think  it  is  necessary  for  nte  to  add  e 
single  word.  I have  been  at  many  meetings  here,  and  we 
are  all  agreed  on  the  one  point,  that  if  the  lighting  wae 
not  extended  to  the  bar-racks  they  might  be  brorrght  in 

1/7.  then  you  are  also  of  opinion  that  when  yor 
become  the  urban  sanitary  authority  it  would  be  desir- 
able to  seek  for  getting  the  control  of  the  reads?—] 
certainly  feel  that  it  would  he  desirable,  unless  tin 
Grand  Jury  would  come  under  some  arrangement  witl 
the  Town  Commissioners.  ’When  I tell  you  that  I an 
the  solicitor  to  the  Grand  Jury,  I need  scarcely  sai 
that  I would  like  everything  to  be  done  equitably  ai 
regards  the  town,  because  we  contribute  a very  lame 
amount,  as  has  been  stated,  I fancy,  by  Mi-.  Garvey 
I pay  a good  deal  of  rates  in  the  town,  and  if  it  were 


in  any  way  possible  to  extend  the  lighting  in  the 
direction  of  the  school,  it  would  be  most  desirable.  As 
regards  that  part  of  the  town,  Lord  Rosse  has  lately 
expended  a large  sum  in  putting  up  a good  class  of 
cottages.  That.’ might.  by-and-by  he  lighted  in  all 
probability. 

178.  Is  there  any  physical  difficulty  in  lighting  that 
part  of  the  road  towards  Chesterfield  ? — None  what- 
ever, except  the  want  of  funds  and  the  Gas  Company. 
It  is  not  convenient  to  them  to  lay  down  mains.  It 
is  a very  poor  district.  From  where  Lord  Bosse 
effected  the  improvements  lately  to  the  Model  School, 
there  are  a number  of,  I suppose,  upwards  of  thirty- 
five  cabins  there,  which  pay  a heacl-rent  to  Lord  Bosse, 
but  they  are  set  to  a tenant  under  a lease  of  fives  re- 
newable for  ever — fee-farm  grant,  and  that  tenant  then 
has  re-let  to  another  tenant  who  holds  by  lease  all 
those  cottages.  Lord  Rosse  thought  some  time  ago  to 
get  a conveyance  of  them,  and  he  would  have  impro' 
that  part  of  the  town,  for  it  is  a very  bad  part  of  fee 
town,  and  those  cabins  would  then  have  been  reinov  , 
and  a better  class  of  houses  built.  Though  his  w 
ship  would  lose  £30  a year-  by  thah,  he  didn't  mm 
that  in  order  to  improve  the  town,  but  he  failed  to  g 
a conveyance. 
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Mr.  1 no. mas  Dooly  examined. 


1 79.  The  Commissioner — You  are  the  rate  collector, 
T believe  1— I am,  and  I know  a good  deal  about  rates 
and  houses  j the  village  of  Crinkle  is,  I think,  for  the 
size  of  it,  the  poorest  place  in  the  county— that  is  the 
village  you  were  speaking  about.  I know  the  difficulty 
I have  in  getting  rates  of  any  sort  out  of  the  people 
there;  the  most  of  them  have  leases,  and,  of  course,  the 
landlords  have  not  to  pay  for  them ; they  have  all  to  pay 
themselves.  One  half  of  the  year  the  barracks  are  shut 
up  and  they  have  no  business  at  all  then  in  the  village. 

180.  Do  you  think,  supposing  there  was  no  question 
about  lighting  it,  or  no  difficulty  about  dealing  with 
the  lighting — do  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage 
to  Crinkle  to  be  taken  in  ? — I don’t  think  it  would.  I 
don’t  see  what  advantage  it  could  be. 


181.  Do  you  think  the  sanitary  matters  of  Crinkle 
are  looked  after  by  the  Guardians  efficiently? — The 
sanitary  matters — well,  so  far  as  the  barracks  are  con- 
cerned, they  are  attended  to  by  the  Government,  and 
the  rest  of  the  village  is  very  easily  done. 

182.  The  Government  have  not  any  control  outside 
the  barrack  gates  ? — I know  that. 

. 183.  And  the  Guardians  look  after  the  sanitary 
matters  in  Crinkle? — Yes. 

184.  Do  they  do  so  well  1 — I think  so;  they  recently 
expended  a good  sum  on  putting  down  a good  pump, 
and  giving  a good  supply  of  water  to  the  village. 

185.  I may  take  it  that  the  Crinkle  people  have  not 
applied  to  be  taken  in  ? — They  have  not,  I believe. 


Mr.  William  O'Meara.  J.P..  examined. 


186.  The  Commissioner — You  are  one  of  the  Town 
Commissioners,  I believe  ? — Yes. 

187.  Upon  what  points  do  you  desire  to  give  evi- 
dence ? — I only  wish  to  say  that  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Commissioners  at  which  we  considered  the  question, 
I understood  we  came  unanimously  to  the  conclusion 
of  not  wishing  to  include  Crinkle,  from  the  fact  of  feel- 
ing that  we  would  have  to  light  it,  though  we  are 
not  bound  to  include  light.  There  would,  I think,  be 
a benefit  to  the  town  if  the  village  of  Crinkle  were  in- 
cluded within  its  boundary,  and  also  the  barracks  since 
there  was  a depfit  centre  formed  there.  There  would 
be  always  troops  here,  both  in  winter  and  summer, 
and  the  business  portion  of  Crinkle  will  improve  very 
much ; being  a business  man  myself  I am  able  to  form 
an  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  I must  say  I find  that 
business  there  is  improving,  from  the  fact  of  the  mili- 
tary being  there,  and  I think  if  the  barracks  and 
village  were  included,  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  us, 
provided  we  hadn’t  to  light  it  with  gas. 


Mr.  Garvey 

191.  The  Commissioner. — Mr.  Garvey,  you  don’t 
think  there  is  any  special  advantage  in  having  the 
cemetery  within  the  municipal  boundary  ? — I cannot 
say  that  there  is,  for  it  is  equally  secure  to  us  under 
the  present  Act  the  way  it  is  ; 1 don’t  see  any  objec- 
tion to  the  boundary  being  extended  along  that  road 
as  far  as  the  cemetery,  provided  that  no  pei'sons 
residing  at  that  place  should  be  taken  in ; because,  I 
think,  it  would  be  hardly  fair  to  take  them  in. 

192.  I may  tell  you  that  I see  an  objection  to  taking 


1 88.  Have  you  formed  any  idea  of  what  the  expense 
of  fairly  lighting  it  would  be — I don’t  mean,  of  course, 
to  light  it  to  the  same  extent  as  one  of  the  streets  of 
the  town? — If  the  mains  were  laid  down  to  Crinkle, 
I suppose  four  or  five  lights  would  be  quite  enough  ; 
we  all  settled  that  we  would  not  have  it  included  from 
the  fact  of  believing  that  we  would  be  bound  to  sup- 
ply it  with  lights. 

189.  Is  there  any  other  point  that  strikes  you,  that 
you  would  give  me  your  opinion  on  ? — No,  there  is 
nothing  else ; I would  imagine  that  if  the  new  ceme- 
tery was  included  it  would  be  an  advantage ; also  to 
take  in  the  cemetery  and  to  make  this  bounds  of  the 
town  up  the  cemetery  road,  and  to  include  the  cemetery. 

190.  In  what  way,  Mr.  O’Meara,  do  you  think  that 
would  be  an  advantage  to  the  town  beyond  having  the 
control  of  the  road  ? — It  would  bring  in  a small  revenue, 
and  I think  it  would  be  an  advantge  to  have  the 
cemetery  within  the  township ; it  is  only  a very  small 
distance  from  the  town  boundary. 


re-examined. 

in  apiece  of  a townland  like  that  into  the  boundary  ex- 
cept there  is  some  special  reason  for  it  ? — Yes,  no  doubt. 

193.  Your  present  boundary  is  a road,  and  it  is  a 
very  well  defined  boundary  ? — Yes,  the  present 
boundary  certainly  does  divide  a townland,  but  still  a 
leading  road  and  a public  tkorouglifare  is  the  boundavy, 
and  that  is  the  main  reason  for  laying  them  down  as 
such ; if  there  be  the  smallest  difficulty  or  doubt  as  to 
our  control  over  the  cemetery,  I would  then  by  all 
means  say — “ take  it  in” — but  I don’t  think  there  is. 


Mr.  John  Wright  examined. 


194.  The  Commissioner. — Would  you  kindly  give 
me  your  views  as  to  the  present  municipal  boundary  of 
Parsonstown? — I would  be  in  favour  of  extending 
the  boundaries  of  the  town  so  as  to  include  the 
village  of  Crinkle,  as  more  or  less  the  town  is  con- 
tinuous on  account  of  Mr.  Davidson’s  houses  being 
erected  recently,  and,  moreover,  I think  it  would  in- 
crease the  number  of  our  population  as  a town.  As  a 
town  I think  we  number  under  5,000,  but  if  Crinkle 
were  included  the  number  would  be  over  6,000,  and  I 
think  that  would  give  an  increased  status  to  the  Town 
Commissioners,  and  I think  it  would  reduce  the  taxa- 
mn  of  the  town — that  is  my  private  opinion,  and  in 

. manner  : *hat  it  would  extend  it  over  that  dis- 

nc  as  well,  and  the  people  there  would  have  to  bear 
a part  of  the  burden  that  is  imposed  almost  entirely 
now  upon  the  people  of  Parsonstown. 

■ You  don’t  know  at  all,  I suppose,  even 


approximately,  what  the  valuation  is  of  the  portion 
you  would  propose  to  take  in  at  Crinkle  1 — No,  I do 
not ; I would  take  in  the  far  boundaxy  of  the  barrack 
wall,  and  run  it  on  over  across  the  fields,  taking  in  the 
cemetery,  and  then  it  would  be  one  complete  addition 
to  the  town. 

196.  You  don’t  know  what  valuation  that  would 
be'?— No. 

197.  Or  what  the  rates  would  be  ? — I do  not;  but 
it  is  my  impi'ession  that  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
town,  and  that  impression  is  nearly  general,  but  I 
have  no  statistics  to  go  upon ; and  as  the  Town  Com- 
missioners have,  in  a manner,  jurisdiction  over  the 
cemetery,  this  would  give  them  a uniform  jurisdic- 
tion, for  it  is  supplemental  as  it  is  now. 

198.  Is  there  anything  else  you  would  wish,  to 
add  ? — I have  nothing  additional  to  say. 


i qq  Mr.  Dooly  i’e-examined. 

,,  * 4 he  Commissioner. — Wliat,  Mr.  Dooly, is  about  201.  Are  you  including  in  that  a place  called 

T®  v;™°n  of  ^ villa-g«  of  Crinkle  1—  I think  it  is  Rossevilla  ?— Yes. 

ut  ±.400.  202.  In  fact  all  between  the  three  roads,  one  of 


2°0.  Does  that  include  the  barracks  1— No  ; thi 
mriudes  all  the  ground  to  Mrs.  Hackett’s  mills,  whic 


which  goes  to  the  barracks  ? — Yes,  sir. 

203.  That  is  all  about  £400  valuation?— Yea 

204.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  population  ?— I 
think  it  is  not  more  than  about  240. 


PAnsoNSTOTTN 
May  31,  1879. 
Mr.  Thomns 


Mr.  William 
O’Meara,  j.p. 


Mr.  Garvey. 


Mr.  John 
Wright. 


Mr.  Do.ily. 
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MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


JfP  PEttARV. 
May  30. 18T9. 


TIPPER  A BY. — MAY  30th,  1879. 
Before  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e. 


Ur.  Jeremiah 
D»wson. 


Mr.  Jeremiah  Dawson  examined. 


1.  You  are  Town  Clerk  of  Tipperary! — Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  tilled  the  office  ? — For  three 
years — three  years  last  February. 

3.  The  town  is  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? 
— Yes. 

4.  When  was  that  Act  adopted? — On  the  6th  of 
December,  1875. 

5.  Was  that  Act  adopted  in  its  entirety  or  only  in 
part  ? — In  its  entirety. 

6.  This  before  me  is  a map  of  the  township? — Yes. 

7.  And  this  is  the  boundary  that  was  adopted 
(coloured  yellow)  when  the  township  was  put  under 
that  Act  ?^-Yes. 

8.  Is  that  the  same  boundary  as  the  town  was  pre- 
viously under,  when  it  was  under  the  9th  of  George 
IY.  ? — Their  boundary  then  was  not  struck  out. 

9.  Have  you  anything  showing  the  bounds  then 
under  the  old  Act? — No,  sir;  we  have  none  of  the 
books  or  paper’s  of  any  kind  belonging  to  the  old  body 
owing  to  some  dispute  between  the  Town  Clei’k  acting 
under  that  body. 

10.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  books  were  not 
handed  over  to  the  new  Commissioners  ? — Some  of  them 
were,  but  not  all. 

11.  But  no  map? — There  was  a sort  of  old  tracing. 

12.  Have  you  got  that? — I think  I have. 

13.  Well  I would  like  to  see  it  ? — I shall  show  it  to 
you  directly. 

14.  What  is  the  population  of  Tipperary? — It  is 
stated  in  Thom's  Almanac  to  be  close  on  6,000;  5,872 
in  1861,  and  it  is  stated  then  in  Thom's  Almanac  to  be 
6,638  in  1871  in  one  part,  and  under  the  head  of 
County  Statistics  it  is  stated  to  be  5,638.  I presume 
the  latter  is  the  correct  one. 

15.  Yes,  inasmuch  as  the  Local  Government  Board 
didn’t  make  you  the  urban  sanitary  authority? — It 
has  been  brought  under  the  attention  of  -the  Local 
Government  Board  as  to  whether  it  should  not  be  an 
urban  sanitary  authority. 

16.  Certainly,  it  is  not  an  urban  sanitary  authority. 
The  Board  of  Guardians  is  the  rural  sanitary  authority  ? 
— Yes,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  I am  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  5,63S  must  be  the  correct  population. 

_ 17-  Is  it  in  your  opinion  increasing  or  diminishing 
since  1871  ? — I think  it  is  increasing. 

18.  Do  you  think  that  in  1881  the  population  would 
be  over  6,0001 — I should  think  so.  I think  there  can 
be  no  doubt  about  it. 

19.  What  is  the  area  of  the  township?— 79  acres, 
3 roods,  and  9 perches. 

20.  What  is  the  valuation?— £8,218  18s. 

. that  the  last  one? — Yes,  according  to  the  last 

division.  That  means  land,  buildings,  and  what  is 
styled  half-county  rents. 

22.  There  are  no  wards  ? — No,  sir. 

23.  What  electoral  division  is  the  township  in? 

That  of  Tipperary. 

24.  Do  you  know  what  the  size  of  that  electoral  divi- 
sion is,  how  far  it  extends  from  the  town  ? — It  amounts 
to  1,05 5 A.  3r.  5p.  It  is  12£  times  as  large  as  the 
township. 

25.  How  far  does  it  extend  from  the  centre  of  the 
town  ?-  —I  don’t  know  that.  It  must  be  over  two  miles 
from  the  centre  of  the  town. 

26.  What  have  been  the  rates  since  the  township 
was  formed  ? — The  rates  under  the  Commissioners  ? 


27.  Yes? — In  1875  there  was  no  rate;  in  1876 the 
rate  was  Is. ; in  1877,  Is. ; and  1878,  lOd. 

28.  Have  you  struck  any  rate  this  year  ?— Not  yet. 

29.  What  were  the  poor-rates  in  those  years?— In 
1874,  2s.  lOd. ; in  1875,  2s.  8 d. ; 1876,  2s.  M. ; 1877. 


30.  Do  those  include  any  special  sanitary  rates  1— 
Yes,  a small  one  for  general  piu’poses. 

31.  Of  how  much — about  a id.  ? — Yes,  I tiiinl- 
so.  There  was  nothing  larger  than  that.  There  were 
no  special  sanitary  rates  for  those  years,  but  there 
must  be  a special  rate  this  year. 

32.  It  has  not  been  struck  yet? — I am  not  aware. 

33.  The  special  sanitary  rate  that  was  struck  of  \d. 
was  over  the  entire  electoral  division  ? — Yes,  that  was 
for  general  purposes. 

34.  Give  me  the  county  cess  for  those  years?— In 
1874  it  was  Is.  7 id.-,  in  1875,  Is.  7fd.;  in  1876, 
Is.  8| d. ; in  1877,  Is.  7 $d. ; and  in  1878,  Is.  3|d. 

35.  What  is  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  as  to 
the  present  boundary  ? — That  it  is  too  small  and  too 
irregular,  and  that  it  should  be  extended. 

36.  Has  that  question  been  the  subject  of  any 
special  meeting? — Yes. 

37.  On  what  date? — On  the  7th  of  March. 

38.  How  many  Commissioners  attended  on  that 
day  ? — Thirteen. 

39.  What  is  the  entire  number  of  the  Commis- 
sioners?— Eighteen. 

40.  Was  there  any  resolution  passed  with  regard  to 
it? — Yes. 

41.  What  were  the  terms  of  it? — I will  read  the 
resolution  passed  for  you — 

“ Proposed  by  Mr.  O'Connor,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dalton, 
and  unanimously  agreed  to — That  respecting  the  Municipal 
Boundaries  Commission  (Ireland)  Inquiry,  we  hereby  re- 
commend an  extension  of  the  boundary,  as  the  present  area 
of  the  township  is  too  small,  and  we  hereby  adopt  a one  and 
a half  miles  radius  from  the  site  of  the  old  Town  Hall,  now 
the  Munster  Bank  ; but  that  that  extension  is  subject  totne 
preservation  of  the  legal  rights  of  farmers  under  the  new  Lan 
Act — that  is  to  say,  the  farmers’  legal  rights  as  at  I,res® 
enjoyed  by  them  shall  be  in  no  wise  prejudiced  by  the  here  , 
intended  extension  of  the  boundary  of  this  township. 

42.  That  is  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners?— Yes,  sir;  and  in  addition  to  that  they  passed 


this  resolution — , 

"Resolved— ‘That  the  Commissioners  are  in  favourot 
the  transfer  from  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  repairs  an“®*  .. 
of  the  roads,  and  so  forth — provided  that  their  powers 
be  as  full  as  those  now  enjoyed  by  the  Grand  Jury. 

43.  Was  that  passed  unanimously  ? — Yes,  sir. 

44.  Do  I understand  from  that  that  if  the 
rights  cl. ild  not  be  preserved  they  would  not  wis 
an  extension  ? — No,  sir ; they  would  not  wish  i 

45.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considerea  w 
question  as  to  whether  they  would  wish  to  e0°® 
urban  sanitary  authority,  and  have  the  charge  ^ 
sanitary  matters  put  upon  them  ?— Yes  ; i w 
their  desire  to  become  the  responsible  partie 


purposes. 

46.  And  have  they  made  any  move  - 

ingthe  urban  sanitary  authority?— No i 0", 

legislation  being  so  much  in  favour  of  that,  y 
j»t  bided  tbeir  own.  time.  They  tak 


towards  becom 


legislation  being  so  much  n 

just  bided  their  own  time,  . or 

will  be  attained  by-and-by,  without  any 


trouble. 
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47.  Do  they  know  they  could,  hy  application  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  become  the  urban  sanitary 
authority  1 — Yes. 

48.  Under  the  Public  Health  Act  ? — Yes. 

49I  But  they  have  not  made  application  ? — No,  sir; 
thev  considered  it  not  worth  their  while.  They  will 
endeavour  to  become  the  sole  authority  over  the  town. 

50.  Thev  were  waiting  for  what  action  would  be 
taken  when  this  Commission  reports?— Yes. 

51.  How  many  voters  are  there  in  the  town'? — 262. 
That  was  the  number  last  year. 

50.  How  many  of  that  262  are  qualified  to  sit  on 
the  board? — About  117. 

53.  Had  the  Commissioners  before  them  when 
thev  were  considering  the  question  of  extension  of  a 
mile  and  a half — did  they  mean  statute  miles? — I 
suppose  so.  They  said  “ a mile  and  a half,”  without 
saving  statute  or  otherwise.  I think  they  mean 
statute  miles. 

54.  Statute  miles  was  the  understanding? — Yes. 

55.  Had  they  before  them,  or  did  they  consider 
what  the  effect  of  that  would  be,  in  the  way  of  taking 
auv  valuation  of  the  extended  area,  or  the  number  of 
voters  it  would  bring  in? —Yes,  they  considered  the 
particulars  fully,  aud  the  facts. 

56.  Have  you  any  idea  as  to  how  many  voters  it 
would  bring  in? — I could  not  speak  with  absolute 
certainty,  but  T should  think  about  80. 

57.  And  of  those  80,  how  many  would  be  qualified 
to  sit  on  the  Board  of  Commissioners  ? — Not  many; 
not  more  than  half  a dozen,  or  four  or  five. 

58.  Would  it  bring  in  any  gentlemen's  places  ? — I 
think  none  except  Mr.  Massey’s. 

50.  I see  it  would  bring  in  a place  called  “ Saddler’s 
Wells  House  ”? — That  is  Mr.  Massey’s. 

HO.  It  would  only  bring  in  two  gentlemen’s  places  ? 
— Well,  yes ; I think  so. 

Cl.  Have  you  any  idea  what  the  valuation  of  the 
extended  area  would  be? — The  increase  of  the  area 
would  be  about  £5,729  in  round  numbers. 

02.  What  additional  area  would  be  brought  in? — 
The  total  area  would  he  4,523  acres.  There  would  be 
£5,638  additional  valuation,  and  the  4,523  acres 
would  be  the  entire  area. 

63.  How  many  additional  acres  would  be  brought 
in  ? — About  3,730. 

64.  Would  that  extension  go  into  a new  electoral 
division? — Yes;  a very  small  portion  only  of  two 
electoral  divisions— a very  small  portion. 

65.  What  electoral  divisions  are  those? — Sollogh- 
(•dbeg  and  Kilnnicklin. 


66.  Looking  at  this  map)  before  me,  can  you  tell  mi 
where  those  bounds  you  refer  to  as  being  in  the  nev 
electoral  divisions  are.  Is  there  anything  special  ii 
the  townlauds  of  F navsfield  and  Reddin’s  Walk,  tha 
would  make  you  go  into  those  townlands  of  tin 
electoral  divisions? — Well,  there  are  reasons  foi 
going  into  those  townlands.  There  is  a gentleman’i 
residence  in  one  place — F navsfield—  where  Mr.  St 
George  Mansergh  lives.  It  would  be  well  he  wai 
brought  in ; he  would  be  a Commissioner. 

67.  With  the  exception  of  bringing  in  that  house  a 
r navstown,  there  is  no  other  season  forgoing  into  tha' 
particular  townland  ?— No. 

nf  6i'  0X6  aware>  1 suPP°se>  that  the  Committe. 

0 .®  "Ouse  °f  Commons  suggested  that,  as  far  a 

possible,  the  electoral  division  boundaries  should  bi 
rq  C^fminous  township  boundaries  ?— Yes. 

, , . ' . “>  there  is  no  other  special  reason,  excep- 
■ 'tng  m that  one  house,  for  going  into  that  new  elec 
toral  division?— No,  sir. 

public  imps’*  tte  t°'™  °f  Iippem'’r  Et  ’“Br  5“' 

"o  a private  company  ? — Yes. 

Yes  ^°mm,ssioners  contract  with  them  ?— 


73.  At  so  much  a lamp  ?— Yes. 
ii-  How  many  lamps  are  there?— 30. 

> 0 And  what  is  the  price  ?— £3  15s. 

From  rtL,  ^ are  the  ^rms  of  the  contract 
From  the  1st  of  September  until  the  1st  of  May. 


77.  And  are  they  kept  lighting  all  night  ? — From 
half  an  hour  of  sunset  to  half  an  hour  before  sunrise 
in  the  morning. 

78.  Whether  moonlight  nights  or  not? — Yes; 
there  are  four  nights  in  each  month  about  full  moon, 
when  the  lamps  are  not  lit ; but  if  any  dark  nights 
occur  during  those  four  nights,  the  Commissioners 
have  power  to  light  them. 

79.  At  the  contract  price? — Yes. 

80.  They  have  no  extra  to  pwy  ? — They  have  extra 
to  pay.  It  is  no  part  of  the  contract  to  light  on  those 
nig! its,  lmt  the  cost  of  lighting  on  those  nights  would 
be  just  in  proportion  to  that  paid  on  other  nights. 

81.  If  I understand  you  properly  then,  the  Com- 
missioners pay  so  much  a year  to  light  from  the  1st  of 
September  to  the  1st  of  May,  except  four  nights  about 
full  moon,  and  if  those  uigbts  happen  to  be  dark,  and 
the  lamps  are  Jit,  they  are  paid  for  extra  ? — Yes. 

82.  At  what  rate  %— At  a proportionate  rate. 

83.  What  is  the  price  to  private  consumers? — 
7s.  Gel. 

84.  How  is  the  town  supplied  with  water? — By 
wells  ; there  are  four  wells  in  the  town.  There  is  a 
well  called  Church  Well,  which  is  able  to  supply  the 
entire  town. 

85.  Has  there  ever  been  any  complaint  about  the 
supply  of  water  made  to  the  Commissioners  ? — No. 

86.  Is  it  hard  water  ? — It  is  very  good  water.  It 
contains  a quantity  of  lime.  It  is  good  water. 

87.  For  drinking  purposes ? — Yes. 

88.  Is  it  good  for  washing? — I am  not  “up"  on 
that  point. 

89.  How  is  the  town  off  in  the  matter  of  drain- 
age ? — There  are  pretty  good  main  sewers  in  the  town, 
but  it  should  be  bettor  were  it  not  that  there  is  no 
control  over  them  not  being  a sanitary  board.  There 
is  a good  main  sewer  in  Main-street,  and  another  in 
Meeting-street. 

90.  Has  anything  been  clone  by  the  sanitary  autho- 
rity in  the  way  of  making  and  repairing  drains? — They 
made  one  main  drain  and  they  endeavoured  to  saddle 
the  cost  of  it  on  the  township,  but  we  had  it  put  ou  the 
electoral  division. 

91.  There  should  be  a special  sanitary  rate  for 
that? — That  will  come  in  the  next  year. 

92.  Then  it  is  not  settled  whether  it  is  to  be  on  the 
electoral  division  or  not  ? — It  is  settled.  They  en- 
deavoured to  put  the  entire  cost  on  the  township,  but 
failed.  It  has  been  decided  by  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians to  put  it  on  the  electoral  division. 

93.  The  Local  Government  Board  must  decide  upon 
that? — There  was  no  objection  made  by  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

94.  What  were  your  receipts  and  expenditure  for 
the  last  year — how  much  was  received  in  1878  on 
account  of  rates'? — £269  3s.  9 d. 

95.  What  have  you  received  as  dog  tax,  and 
your  share  of  the  fines  ? — The  dog  tax  amounted  to 
£15  14s.  5d.,  and  the  fines  to  £55  0s.  Id. 

96.  Had  you  any  other  receipts  ? — No,  except  from 
the  Treasury  £3  9s.  2d. 

97.  You  have  no  funded  property  ? — No. 

98.  Have  you  any  receipts  from  the  letting  of  the 
Town  Hall  ? — None  in  tbat  way.  There  was  a bequest 
of  £200  to  the  Commissioners  to  be  invested  by  the 
Commissioners  with  interest. 

99.  Just  state  what  is  the  nature  of  that  bequest? — 
Mr.  Reardon  bequeathed  £200  to  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners of  Tipperaiy  for  the  time  being,  and  directed 
that  that  should  he  invested  as  they  thought  proper, 
and  that  the  interest  accruing  on  that  should  be  di- 
vided among  the  poor  of  the  town  without  religious 
distinction.  That  £200  has  been  received  in  the  pre- 
sent year,  and  it  has  been  invested  in  the  Loan  Fund 
Office  in  the  town,  and  the  interest  which  was  £10  last 
year  was  distributed  among  the  poor. 

100.  Did  the  Local  Government  Board  Auditor 
bring  that  within  the  ordinary  accounts? — Yes,  he 
did. 

101.  Kindly  tell  me  now  what  the  expenditure  is — 
under  the  head  of  “ salaries  ” first  of  all  ? — The  expen- 
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diture  for  cleansing  tlie  crossings,  channels,  lanes,  and 
so  forth  was  £29  4s.  2d. ; and  for  salaries  was 
£65  10s. 

102.  What  other  expenditure  had  you? — Rents, 
£17  Is.  for  the  Town  Commissioners’  office  and  also 
the  manure  depot.  This  Town  Hall  was  presented  to 
the  town  by  Mr.  Smith  Barry.  The  erection  of  new 
lamps  cost  £48  Is.  9d.  With  reference  to  the  erection 
of  those  new  lamps,  I may  mention  that  the  Commis- 
sioner’s thought  the  number  too  small,  and  increased 
them. 

103.  What  did  you  pay  for  lighting? — £99  10s. 
Election  expenses  came  to  £13  Is.  11c?.,  and  that  in- 
cludes some  hardware  goods  in  addition. 

104.  What  were  they  for? — Brushes  for  the  sca- 
vengers. Then  paving 

105.  What  is  that  paving — is  it  for  crossings  and 
channels  ? — Yes.  It  amounted  to  £12  12s.  2<7.  Some 
new  flagging,  and  repairs  of  old  ones  cost  £10 15s.  Id. 
Stationery  and  printing  came  to  £25  7s.  6 c?.,  and  in- 
cidental expenses  to  £10  14s.  10c?. 

106.  What  is  the  total  ? — £720  14s.  2d.,  including 
the  bequest.  The  total  amount  of  expenditure  was 
£582  9s.  2d. 

107.  Do  the  Grand  Jury  do  any  works  for  you  in 
the  town? — The  Commissioners  from  time  to  time 
promote  some  presentments  before  the  Grand  Jury. 

108.  And  do  the  Grand  Jury  accede? — And  the 
work  is  carried  out  by  us  as  contractors. 

109.  But  they  don’t  give  what  is  asked? — Sel- 
dom what  is  asked,  and  sometimes  we  are  refused 
altogether. 

110.  What  did  they  give  you  last  year? — A small 
share — to  the  extent  of  something  over  £100. 

111.  Besides  what  they  give  in  presentments  they 
take  charge  of  tire  streets  ? — Yes. 

112.  Do  they  take  charge  of  the  lanes? — They  take 
charge  of  none  of  the  lanes.  They  take  charge  of  the 
streets  as  far  as  the  repairing  is  concerned. 

113.  Do  they  clean  the  streets? — Very  seldom. 

114.  The  Commissioners  take  charge  of  cleaning  the 
bj’e-lanes  and  channels  and  crossings? — Yes. 

115.  What  staff  does  that  take? — One.  Only  one 
man,  but  he  is  a very  good  one. 

116.  Have  you  an  inspector  of  nuisances  in  the 
town  ? — We  have  a street  inspector. 

117.  How  many  men  has  he  under  him  ? — Only  one 

118.  Only  one  man  to  look  after  the  whole  town  ? — 
That  is  all. 

119.  At  the  time  the  last  inquiry  was  held  here  you 
had  five  men  and  a clerk? — Yes,  but  it  partook  too 
much  of  the  nature  of  sanitary  business,  and  the  Com- 
missioners not  being  the  sanitary  body,  they  gave 
notice  to  the  County  Surveyor  to  keep  the  streets 
clean,  and  in  a great  measure  they  have  done  that. 

120.  What  do  they  do  with  the  street  sweepings  ?— 
The  contractors  take  them  to  some  outskirt  of  the 
town. 

121.  Then  yorr  have  no  receipts  from  the  sale  of 
manure  ? — Ho. 

122.  And  you  have  no  expenditure  in  maintaining 
scavengers? — No. 


123.  And  you  have  only  one  man? — Yes. 

124.  The  object  with  which  the  Commissioners  pro- 
pose  an  extension  of  the  municipal  area  as  I under- 
stand from  the  replies  to  the  queries,  is  in  or  der  to  get 
move  rates? — Yes,  and  to  have  the  population  larger 
in  order  that  they  should  become  the  sanitary  body, 
and  also  in  course  of  time  to  endeavour  to  have  the 
transfer  to  them  of  the  Grand  Jury  powers. 

125.  Have  yon  or  have  the  Commissioners  con- 
sidered how  many  miles  of  roads  that  extension  to  a 
mile  and  a half  would  take  if  they  got  those  powers  ?— 

I could  not  say. 

1 26.  They  have  not  considered  whether  it  would  pay 
them  to  take  up  the  roads  ? — They  are  sure  it  would 
pay  them.  Supposing  they  got  the  amount  of  tlie 
county  cess  and  the  county  at  large  charges,  they  be- 
lieve they  would  do  the  same  work  better,  and  at  less 
expense,  including  the  county  at  large  charges. 

127.  Have  they  calculated  how  much  they  would 
get  for  doing  this  from  their  increased  roads  ? — They 
have  not  entered  into  any  specific  calculation  with 
regard  to  that. 

128.  Because  they  might  maintain  the  roads  for  less 

money  than  the  present  contracts,  hut  they  might  not 
get  as  much  money  as  that  from  the  district,  because 
the  roads  near  the  town  are  always  much  more  expen- 
sive in  the  way  of  maintenance — they  have  not  calcu- 
lated that? — They  did  not  in  fact  enter  fully  into  any 
specific  charges,  but  calculating  £8,280  as  the  valua- 
tion, then  the  county  cess  on  that  at  Is.  id.  say 

129.  Of  the  Is.  id.  how  much  are  county  at  large 
charges  that  would  be  paid  in  any  case? — I don’t  know 
whether  it  would  amount  to  5 cl.  in  the  pound. 

130.  Say  5d.;  that  would  leave  you  1 Id.  What 
would  an  elevenpenny  rate  bring  in  ?— -About  £376 14s. 

131.  Yery  well,  and  how  many  roads  would  you 
have  to  maintain  for  that — how  much  would  an 
elevenpenny  rate  give  you  upon  the  entire  present 
municipal  area,  and  the  extended  area  both  ; the  two 
together  would  be  a valuation  of  £14,000  is  not  that 
light,  very  nearly  so  at  any  rate ; say  £14,000 ; what 
would  an  elevenpenny  rate  on  that  give  you? — About 
£642. 

132.  As  far  as  I make  it  out  something  about 
fifteen  miles  of  roads  would  he  the  amount  you  would 
have  to  maintain  for  that — how  much  a mile  vroidd 
that  be  ? — It  would  be  close  on  £43  a mile. 

133.  Could  you  doit  for  that? — Certainly,  as  the 
outlay  is  very  small.  The  main  street  would  take  a 
good  deal,  about  6s.  a perch  or  so,  about  that. 

134.  On  the  leading  roads  going  out  of  the  town, 
the  road  from  the  Junction  for  instance,  the  traffic  is 
heavy,  and  the  expense  would  be  great  ? — Yes,  there 
is  heavy  traffic  there ; but  there  are  a good  many  bye- 
roads  that  would  not  cost  much. 

135.  You  have  not  gone  fully  into  the  figures  re- 
lating to  that,  however? — The  Commissioners  have 
not  fully  gone  into  figures  of  that  sort. 

136.  Is  there  anything  else  occurring  to  you 
ing  on  the  question  that  you  would  wish  to  add? 
There  is  nothing  more  than  their  desire  of  increasing 
the  present  boundary,  it  being  too  small. 


Mr.  William 


Mr.  "William  Hurley  examined. 


137.  You  are  the  Chairman  of  the  Tipperary  Town 
Commissioners? — Yes. 

138.  You  have  heard  what  Mr:  Dawson  has  said 
about  the  meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  and  their 
wish  for  an  extension  of  the  muncipal  boundary — is 
that  correct  ? — Yes. 

139.  As  you  have  an  opportunity,  living  here,  of  as- 
certaining it,  do  you  know  what  the  feeling  of  the 
ratepayers  themselves  is  on  the  subject  ? — I think.the 
ratepayers  are  favourable  to  the  extension. 

140.  Have  they  considered  the  question  at  any 
meeting  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? — I am  not  aware. 


141.  Have  you  heard  any  expression  of  opinion 

om  those  who  live  outside  the  boundary  as  it  is 
resent,  and  who  would  be  taken  in  if  the  extensi 
au  seek  is  granted?— I have  heard  no  expression 
pinion  in  opposition  to  it.  , . , .r. 

142.  Or  for  it?— Or  for  it,  from  those  outside  tli 
resent  boundary. 

143.  Who  would  of  course  have  to  pay  someth 
tore  than  at  present  ? — Certainly. 

144.  I see  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  giving  y°?  . 
toney  for  one  tiling,  that  you  wish  for  the  extensi 
res,  for  that  purpose,  hut  we  also  wish  to  extend  ■ 
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constituency,  ami  to  liave  the  farming  interest  repre- 
sented on  the  Board,  because  we  tlnuk  it  would  l.o 

^H&^But  Mr.  Dawson  says  only  a few  would  be 
brought  ini— Even  those  few  could  be  represented. 
With  their  voting  power  they  could  put  in  a number 
of  „eatlemen.  There  are  farmers  in  the  town  who 
mi°ht  be  members  of  the  Board  if  supported  by  those 
who  take  an  interest  in  them,  and  I think  it  would 
be  desirable  that  the  farming  interest  should  be  re- 
presented, in  this  place  especially.  It  is  very  likely  at 
no  distant-  date  that  we  shall  have  control  of  the 
markets,  and  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  three 
quartern  of  a million  of  farm  produce  is  disposed  of 
here  annually. 

146.  There  is  a great  butter  market  here  ? — Yes — 
and  for  myself  I would  be  very  anxious  to  see  the 
farmers  represented,  and  the  effect  of  that  would  be  to 
■uve  more  confidence  in  the  butter  market. 

° 147.  With  regard  to  the  additional  amount  of  rates 
von  have  not  exercised  your  full  powers.  You  only 
struck  a rate  of  10(7.,  so  that  you  have  money 
enough  1 — That  was  done  under  exceptional  circum- 
stances, aud  I believe  it  is  insufficient ; we  are  able  to 
do  nothing  with  what  is  at  our  disposal. 

148.  And  I suppose  you  will  make  Is.  rate  this 
year! — I think  so. 

149.  Are  there  any  things  wanting  to  be  done  in 
the  town  that  the  Commissioners  have  power  to  do, 
and  that  they  have  not  done  for  want  of  funds  ? — I 
should  say  not.  They  have  not  cleansed  the  town 
properly,  nor  is  there  sufficient  lighting — we  have  not 
sufficient  lamps.  There  are  many  things  wc  would 
have  done  if  we  had  bad  funds  at  our  disposal. 

150.  That  you  could  do  as  Commissioners  without 

being  the  urban  sanitary  authority? — Yes.  One 

reason  that  they  do  not  care  to  become  the  urban 
sanitary  authority  is  that  they  would  not  have  a suffi- 
cient area  for  taxation ; and  also  that  the  rate  levied 
by  the  present  body — the  present  sanitary  authority — 
is  divided  equally  between  the  landlord  and  occupier, 
whereas  if  the  Commissioners  levied  the  rate  would  it 
be  paid  entirely  by  the  occupier.  That  is  an  objec- 
tion to  taking  over  the  sanitary  duties. 

151.  Then  you  have  not  applied  to  be  made  the 
urban  sanitary  authority? — We  have  not,  sir.  The 
Commissioners  thought  it  better,  in  their  opinion,  not  to 
make  such  an  application  until  their  area  would  be  ex- 
tended. 

152.  If  your  area  was  extended  you  would  be  dis- 
posed to  take  over  those  duties  then? — Yes,  I think 
so. 

153.  Do  the  Guardians  do  what  you  want  in  the  town 
as  regards  sanitary  matters  ? — They  arc  very  slow  in 
doing  anything  we  recommend. 

154.  But  do  they  do  its,  even  if  they  are  slow  ? — 
Well,  some  things  they  have  not  done. 

155.  In  what  way  C— With  regard  to  the  sewerage, 
flushing  grates  and  putting  in  traps. 

156.  What  kind  of  sewerage  is  done  as  a matter  of 
fact  1— Very  good  I think.  In  the  main  street,  and  a 
number  of  streets  I think  it  good,  but  there  are  other 
portions  of  the  town  unprovided  with  sewerage  at  all. 

157.  Are  there  main  drains  ? — They  should  be  ex- 


tended in  the  west  end.  They  stop  short  considerably 
of  the  boundary,  and  not  only  of  the  boundary  but  very 
important  houses. 

158.  Where  does  the  sewage  run  to? — It  is  dis- 
charged into  die  river. 

159.  Then  you  think  if  you  were  made  the  urban 
sanitary  authority  you  would  not  have  money  enough 
to  take  care  of  the  town  so  far  as  sanitary  purposes  are 
concerned  without  an  extended  area  ? — T don’t  think 
we  could  do  all  that  is  necessary  for  the  town  even 
with  the  extended  area. 

160.  And  if  you  became  the  urban  sanitary 
authority  would  you  wish  to  take  charge  of  the  roads 
— to  take  them  up  from  the  Grand  Jury  ? — Well,  that 
is  a question  we  have  not  fully  considered.  The 
opinion  was  favourable  to  that  so  far  as  we  have  in- 
quired. 

161.  In  fact  you  would  not  like  to  take  them  up  if 
there  should  be  a loss  ? — Yes ; that  there  should  not 
be  a loss,  or  if  there  might  be  a gain,  aud  that  we 
would  do  the  work  better.  However,  we  have  not 
fully  considered  that  or  made  the  proper  calculations. 

162.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  add? — We 
think  the  people  we  would  bring  in  should  pay  some- 
thing towards  the  expenses  of  the  town,  considering 
what  they  gain  by  being  so  convenient  to  the  town, 
and  the  advantage  they  have  of  the  schools,  that  could 
not  be  maintained  by  any  rural  population,  and  that 
•are  maintained  principally  by  the  contributions  of  the 
people  of  the  town. 

163.  How  far  do  the  people  send  their  children  in 
to  the  schools  in  the  town  ? — From  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  parish. 

164.  From  two  miles  off? — They  do  ; and  then  in 
marketing  they  have  decided  advantages  over  people 
living  at  a greater  distance. 

165.  You  think  that  advantage  extends  the  entire 
mile  and  a half  at  least  ? — I should  say  beyond  it.  I 
may  mention  what  lias  come  under  my  own  notice.  I 
have  known  in  the  past  spring  and  winter  butter  sell- 
ing in  our  market  at  4 il.  to  Gc7.  a pound.  That  is 
equivalent  to  from  '2d.  to  4<7.  a gallon  for  milk,  at  the 
very  time  that  people  living  in  that  distance  arc  giving 
from  8 cl.  to  1 Of?,  a gallon  for  milk. 

166.  Do  you  think  the  rate  payable  on  the  land — 
the  quarter  rate — is  a fair  sum  for  them  to  pay  ? — I 
tliink  it  is. 

167.  If  they  got  the  full  value  from  the  town  being 
kept  in  a better  state  than  it  is  ? — Yes,  and  probably 
we  would  extend  the  lighting ; though  I don’t  think 
Ave  would  extend  it  beyond  the  present  boundary,  but 
even  then  the  advantage  would  be  a great  deal. 

168.  Of  course  you  don’t  contemplate  extending  the 
lighting  to  a mile  and  a half? — Ho,  but  without  any 
prospect  of  advantages  whatever,  I think,  from  the 
town,  they  should  pay  their  share  towards  the  expenses 
of  the  town. 

169.  I suppose  I may  take  it  that  the  Commissioners 
who  were  not  present  on  the  day  the  special  resolution 
on  this  subject  was  passed  are  of  the  same  opinion  as 
those  who  assented  to  that  resolution? — I think  so  ; 
they  were  specially  summoned. 

170.  Is  there  anything  else  that  occurs  to  you  bear- 
ing on  the  subject  of  tliis  inquiry  ? — I think  not. 


Mr.  Michael  Dalton  examined.  - 


^ou  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  < 
Tipperary  ? — I am. 

172..  What  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  pri 
®xtens*011  1 — I think  it  would  be  a great  benef 
«>  the  town. 

y,ou  right  that  the  distance  shou] 

174.  vMld  ^ think  that  is  a fair  distanC' 

a h.i t j °-U  “ink  the  people  living  within  a mile  an 
t nJr  de.n7e  ^vantage  from  the  proximity  of  tl 

to  be  calIed  '*!>»“  “■P-rtot, 


175.  Do  you  think  the  quarter  rate  for  land  a fair 
one  ? — Yes ; I think  also  that  if  we  got  the  Grand 
J ury  powere  into  our  hands  they  would  have  less  rates 
to  pay  —that  we  would  maintain  the  roads  and  do  the 
work,  I think,  at  less  rates  than  they  pay  at  present. 

176.  But  you  have  not  gone  into  any  figures  ? — I went 
into  some  myself,  but  X have  not  got  them  about  mo 
just  now.  I made  a rough  calculation  some  time  ago, 
I think  the  Grand  Jury  do  ’not  expend  more  than 
about  something  like  £100  a:  year  at  present  on  the 
township. 


Tifpebahy. 
Hay  30. 1873. 
Mr.  ■William 


Mr.  Michael 
Dalton. 
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177.  Anil  liow  much  do  they  get?  -1  think  about 
.£300  a year.  According  to  the  lid.  rate,  they  get 
about  .£300  a year.  1 don’t  think  we  had  so  low  a 
rate  as  lid.  for  many  years. 

178.  One  shilling  and  threepence  three  farthings  for 
1878 — that  was  a low  rate  ? — That  is  an  exceptional 
rate.  We  hadn’t  so  low  a rate  for  years. 

179.  What  is  the  last  county  cess  for  the  half  year 
of  1879  ? — I have  not  the  1879  rate,  but  I could  pro- 
cure it.  I think  it  would  enable  ns  to  employ  a good 
staff  to  cleanse  the  town.  At  present  if  we  had  the 
Grand  Jury  powers  we  would  not  have  work  enough. 

180.  You  would  have  to  get  a staff,  and  they  would 
not  be  fully  employed? — They  would  not  be  half 
employed.  If  we  had  ap.  extended  area,  and  the  whole 
thing  in  our  hands,  we  could  get  a good  staff. 

181.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  you  would  not  wish 
to  be  the  urban  sanitary  authority  except  you  got 
an  extension? — Certainly,  I am  of  that  opinion. 
However,  I think  we  will  have  to  take  it  in  any  case, 


because  the  Guardians  arc  not  doing  their  dutv.  TW 
scarcely  do  anything  " • 

182.  The  Guardians  don’t  do  any  thing  ?— Well 
very  little. 

183.  Are  they  asked? — They  are  asked  repeatedly 
They  are  taking  some  steps,  but  I hardly  think  they 
will  carry  them  out.  They  talk  a good  deal,  but  do 
very  little.  I would  be  inclined  to  take  up  the  roads 
from  the  Grand  Jury. 

184.  According  to  the  present  state  of  the  law,  you 
cannot  get  the  roads  except  you  become  the  urban 
sanitary  authority  first,  and  you  are  not  prepared  to 
become  the  urban  sanitary  authority  without  you 
get  an  extension  ? — I think  we  will  have  to  become  so, 
because  the  population  is  certainly  over  6 000  at 
present. 

185.  But  except  you  ask  to  become  it,  you  cannot 
become  it  before  1881 1 — Yes  ; but  that  period  is  only 
a short  time  away  from  ns. 


Mr.  Jolm 
O'Connor. 


Mr.  John  O’Connok  examined. 


186.  You  are  a Town  Commissioner  of  Tipperary? 
—Yes. 

187.  At  present  you  have  no  Surveyor  for  the 
town? — No  ; we  cannot  afford  to  pay  him. 

188.  But  you  have  nothing  for  him  to  do  at 
present  ? - -We  would  always  find  something  for  him 
to  do,  but  we  are  not  in  a position  to  pay  the  salary. 

189.  You  would  not  want  him  until  you  had  charge 
of  the  roads  ? — There  are  a good  deal  of  buildings 
being  constructed  here,  and  we  should  have  a Surveyor 
to  look  after  them  in  a good  many'  cases. 

190.  If  you  got  an  extended  area  anything  like  that 
which  is  now  proposed,  and  became  the  urban  sani- 


tary authority,  would  you  then  appoint  a Surveyor  ? 
— Certainly,  and  a good  man. 

191 . What  sort  of  salary  would  you  give  a man  for 
that,  before  he  had  charge  of  the  roads? — Well,  I have 
not  considered  that. 

192.  You  have  not  considered  the  question  yet, 
whether  it  would  pay  to  take  up  the  roads  ? — We  have 
made  our  minds  up  pretty  well  without  going  into 
figures,  that  it  would  pay,  and  we  have  a good  local 
Surveyor  here,  if  we  had  means  to  pay  him. 

193.  If  you  do  not  get  an  extension,  you  would  not 
wish  to  take  up  the  present  roacls  ? — No ; we  would 
not  be  inclined  unless  we  got  an  extension. 


Hr.  Dawson. 


Mr.  Dawson,  Town  Clerk,  re-examined. 


194.  The  taking  up  of  the  roads  would  be  on  the 
supposition  that  the  people  living  in  the  extended  area 
would  pay  the  same  amount  as  they  do  now  to  the  county 
cess  1 — Exactly  so.  We  also  expect  that  if  we  get  the 
gutter  market  here  under  our  control,  we  will  be  able 
to  save  so  much  from  it,  that  eventually  there  will  be 
no  rates. 


195.  And  by  the  tolls  you  would  derive  from  that, 
you  would  benefit  the  people  you  take  in,  and  also  the 
people  who  pay  no  rates? — Yes. 

196.  What  do  the  tolls  amount  to? — The  present 
butter  market  is  worth  about  £800  a year. 


Mr.  Hurley  re-examined. 


197.  I wish  to  say  that  the  butter  market  tolls  are 
a little  under  £600  at  present. 

198.  The  butter  market  tolls  are  worth,  you  say, 
about  £600  a year  at  present  ? — Yes.  I think,  in  the 
hands  of  the  Commissioner’s,  the  amount  of  the  revenue 
derivable  from  that  market  would  be  very  much 
increased.  There  is  a great  deal  of  butter  sold  outside 
in  private,  by  people  who  pay  no  toll ; but  in  the  hands 
of  the  Commissioners,  the  tolls  would,  in  my  opinion, 
amount  to  considerably  move — probably  £1,0,00  a 
year. 

199.  How  is  it  likely  that  the  Commissioners  would 
acquire  the  control  of  that  market  ? — By  purchase  I 
should  say.  The  present  owner  would  ..be  willing  to 
sell  to  the  Commissioners,  but  he  has  only  a life 
interest,  and  it  would  be  optional  with  those  who  ap- 
pointed him — tne  J ustices  of  the  county — to  re-appoint 
his  successor.  We  would  be  unwilling  under  those 
circumstances  to  purchase ; but  that  objection  being 
removed,  I don’t  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty 
in  the  matter. 

200.  If  you  purchased,  you  would  have  to  borrow 
money  for  the  purpose  ?— Yes. 

201.  And  then  you  would  have  a charge  upon  that 
. — interest  and  sinking  fund  1 — Yes. 

202.  That  would  take  a great  deal  away  from  the 
tolls  ? — It  would  take  a considerable  siun  away  from 


the  tolls,  but  there  would  be  a very  large  surplus.  It 
would  not  cost,  I should  say,  more  than  about  £4,000 
or  £5,000  to  purchase  it.  - That  at  4 per  cent,  would 
be  £200  a year,  say  £250.  If  we  could  succeed  m 
that,  as  I suppose,  and  bring  in  all  the  butter  into  one 
market,  and  charge  the  present  toll,  there  would  be 
£750  left  surely. 

203.  And  do  you  think  it  is  possible  to  follow  that 
out?— I think  if  the  difficulty  I have  mentioned  was 
removed,  it  would  be  done  before  twelve  months. 

204.  Are  any  steps  being  taken  about  it?— fm 
steps,  except  to  make  these  inquiries  indirectly, 
know  of  my  own  personal  knowledge  that  the  presen 
owner  would  be  prepared  to  sell. 

205.  Supposing  you  had  these  tolls,  and  I suppo 
you  are  sure  of  getting  them,  the  Town  Commission 
are  willing  to  expend  the  surplus  to  the  advantage 
the  people  in  the  extended  area,  as  well  as  of 
living  within  the  present  boundary  ? — Certainly,  o • 
Then  we  would  have  no  rate  at  all  to  pay , a“ 
could  do  a great  deal  more  than  we  have  been  ouig- 
Even  if  we  had  no  rate,  we  would  have  more  fun 
our  disposal  than  we  have  at  the  present  tune’ 
have  nothing  more  to  add  of  any  importance,  ex  P 
what  I have  already  said  in  reference  to  the 
market. 
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KILKENNY.— MARCH  6th,  1879. 
Before  Mr.  Ex  ham,  q.c.,  and  Mr.  Cotton,  c.e. 


Mr.  Patrick  Waters  examined. 


1.  Chairman. — You  are  the  Town  Clex'k  of  Kil- 
kenny ? — Yes. 

2.  And  have  been  for  a considerable  time  1 — Yes. 

3.  The  town  is  under  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act? — Yes. 

4.  And  was  the  entire  Act  adopted  ? — Yes ; it  came 
into  operation  on  the  2nd  of  January,  185G. 

5.  Do  you  happen  to  have  the  Gazette  fixing  the 
boundaries  ? — The  boundaries  were  fixed  by  the  Cor- 
poration Act. 

6.  That  is  then,  that  the  boundaries  fixed  by  the 
Corporation  Act  were  adopted  under  the  Towns  Im- 
provement Act  1 — Yes,  the  bouixdaxies  were  the  same. 

7.  They  were  never  altered? — No. 

8.  Is  the  Parliamentary  boundary  the  same  as  the 
Municipal? — No,  the  Parliamentary  boundary  is  much 
more  extensive  than  the  Municipal. 

9.  Can  you  tell  me  what  is  the  area  comprised 
within  the  Municipal  boundary? — For  rateable  pur- 
poses, 878a.  Or.  30p. 

10.  How  much  of  it  is  arable  land  as  contra-distin- 
guished from  buildings  on  land  ? — I consider  that  the 
878  acres  represents  the  arable  land,  the  agricultural 
land. 

11.  Yes,  but  how  much  of  that  pays  only  one-fourth 
of  the  rate  under  the  Towns  Improvememt  Act  as 
contradistinguished  from  buildings  on  land  ? — Oh,  it 
all  pays  the  same  at  present. 

13.  Is  there  no  land  within  that,  no  farming  land? 
— Oh,  yes,  there  is. 

14.  Could  you  tell  me  how  much  of  the  800  and 
odd  acres  is  land  that  only  pays  one-fourth  ? — Well, 
at  present,  I think  it  pays  the  entire  tax. 

lo.  Mr.  Dillon. — Yes,  for  Grand  Jury  purposes. 

16.  Chairman. — Did  you  ever  levy  an  Improvement 
rate. 

Witness. — No,  never;  there  was  never  any  rate 
levied.  It  was  the  Grand  Jury  tax  I was  referring 
to.  There  was  never  any  Borough  rate  levied  in  Kil- 
kenny. 

17.  And  the  boundaries  you  say  now  remaiu  the 
same  as  originally  constituted  ? — They  have  been  the 
same  since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Municipal 
Corporation  Act. 

18.  What  is  the  valuation  of  Kilkenny  of  the  Muni- 
cipal district? — The  rateable  valuation  within  the 
Municipal  area  is  £17,258  6s. 

19.  How  much  of  that  represents  land,  and  how 
much  buildings  can  you  say? — No,  I could  not. 

20.  Now  you  are  divided  into  two  wards  in  Kil- 
kenny?— -Yes — St.  Canice’s  and  St.  John’s. 

21.  What  is  the  valuation  of  each  of  these  wards  ? 

-—Well,  the  Municipal  wards  are  not  coterminous  -with 
the  Poor  Law  wards,  and,  therefore,  the  valuations 
could  not  be  separated  under  the  Poor  Law  Act — there 
were  three  Poor  Law  wards,  and  they  extended  a good 
iealpe-VOnd  *^e  Municipal  wards.  The  third  ward  is 
the  East  ward ; so  they  are  not  coterminous,  and  the 
two  Municipal  wai-ds  have  never  been  separately 
valued.  J 

, Ilo  the  Poor  Law  wards  extend  much  beyond 

e Municipal? — Yes,  considex-ably.  The  electoral 
boundT  °f  ^dkenn-v  extends  beyond  the  Municipal 

23.  And  the  three  wards  are  in  that  division? — 

es  , the  three  Poor  Law  wards,  and  they  include  the 

umcipal  division,  but  extend  a good  deal  beyond  it, 

oi°mf,UrSe’  bey°nd  the  Municipal  wards. 

- Then,  I suppose,  the  portions  of  the  Poor  Law 
war  s that  are  beyond  the  Municipal  wards  are  not 

Y 0n * rirri are  mostly  farming  lands,  I presume? 

es.  There  are,  of  course,  villa  residences,  but  not 
streets  or  rows  of  houses. 


25.  There  are,  in  fact,  no  streets  outside  the  Muni- 
cipal  boundary? — No. 

26.  Is  it  considered  that  these  wards  are  fairly 
divided  in  Kilkenny  ?— St.  Canice’s  and  St.  John’s?  ‘ 

27.  Yes.  Is  any  change  in  your  opinion  desirable  ? 
I can  tell  you  the  number  of  burgesses  in  each  ward. 
The  total  number  of  burgesses  in  Kilkenny  is  279,  of 
whom  167  are  in  St.  Canice’s,  and  112  in  St.  John’s  ; 
so  that  St.  Canice’s  ward  in  point  of  number  of  bur- 
gesses is  considerably  larger,  but  as  to  the  question  of 
money  value,  I could  not  say.  I should  be  inclined, 
however,  to  say  that  St.  Canice’s  is  the  richer  of  the 
two  on  the  whole. 

28.  Are  there  the  same  number  of  Town  Councillors 
elected  for  each  ward  ? — There  are  twenty-four  mem- 
bers of  the  Town  Council,  and  there  are  twelve  from 
each  ward,  three  Aldermen,  and  nine  Councillors  in 
each  ward. 

29.  As  far  as  you  know,  would  it  be  desirable  that 
any  change  should  be  made  in  these  wards,  that  they 
be  altered  or  divided  in  any  way,  or  that  they  should 
be  allowed  to  remain  as  they  are  ? — Well,  I can  only 
say  they  have  worked  very  well  hitherto,  and  I would 
not  like  to  suggest  any  change  iu  their  arrangement. 
The  people  here  are  very  well  contented  with  the  two 
municipal  wards  as  they  at  present  stand. 

30.  What  is  the  population? — Well,  according  to 
the  census  of  1871  it  was  12,710. 

31.  And  is  the  population  increasing  or  diminishing 
as  far  as  you  kuow  ? — I should  say  it  is  not  increasing, 
I see  a great  many  houses  in. the  vicinity  that  appear 
to  be  uninhabited,  I would  not  say  it  is  increasing  at 
all. 

32.  Has  there  been  or  is  there,  do  yon  know,  any 
tendency  or  disposition  to  build  outside  the  present 
municipal  boundary  ? — No,  there  has  not.  There  may 
have  been  two  or  three  villas  built  within  the  last  few 
years,  but  no  general  building  at  all. 

33.  The  roads  are  in  the  management  of  the  Grand 
Jury? — Yes,  they  are ; the  Coi-poration  repair  within 
the  old  city  walls,  and  the  difference  or  distance 
between  the  old  city  walls  and  the  municipal  district 
is  repaired  by  the  Grand  Jury. 

34.  What  area  is  there  comprised  within  the  old 
city  walls? — Very  small. 

35.  What  fund  do  they  do  that  with  ? — Their  own 
funds. 

36.  Well,  are  not  the  portions  kept  by  the  Town 
Council  or  Corporation,  are  they  not  county  roads, 
post  roads,  and  so  on  ? — They  extend  a very  short 
distance.  As  long  as  I remember  the  Corporation  re- 
paired them  within  the  old  city  walls  formerly  sur- 
rounding Kilkenny. 

37.  Out  of  the  funds  of  the  Corporation  ? — Yes. 

38.  What  has  the  county  cess  been,  can  you  tell, 
for  the  past  five  yeax-s  ? — In  1874  it  was  2s.  1(H<£. ; in 
’75,  3s.  2 cl. ; in  ’76,  3s.  3 ^d. ; ixx  ’77,  2s.  id. ; and  in 
’78,  2s.  4 ^d.  The  average  of  that  is  2s.  9^d.  on  the 
five  years. 

39.  Could  you  tell  how  much  goes  to  the  county  at 
large  charges,  and  how  much  to  keeping  up  the  roads 
within  the  municipality  ? — I have  not  the  Grand  J uxy 
book  here. 

40.  Can  you  give  tbe  poor  rates? — For ’74  it  was 
4s.  id. ; for  ’75,  3s.  6 d. ; for  ’76,  2s.  8 d. ; for  ’77,  2s.  6d.  ; 
’78,  2s.  9 d. ; and  the  average  of  that  is  3s.  lfef. 

41.  Was  there  any  sanitary  work  done  in  those 
years  further  back  that  made  it  so  heavy? — No,  the 
sanitary  work  has  only  been  within  the  last  two 
yeax-s. 

42.  Now,  has  there  been  any  sanitary  rate  struck 
here  at  all  %- — No  ; never  any  rate  at  all  struck. 

3X2 


Mr.  Patrick 
Water?. 
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43.  The  Corporation  then  pays  it  out  of  its  own 
property  1 — Yes. 

44.  The  present  boundaries — rated  on  an  average 
to  about  three  quarters  of  a mile  from  the  centre  of. 
the  town,  do  they  not? — Yes,  sir,  about  that. 

45.  Mr.  Cotton. — That  map  does  not  agree  with 
the  Ordnance  map  in  some  points. 

46.  Chairman. — However,  this  map  gives  thebound- 
dary  as  fixed  by  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1 843  ? 
— Yes,  the  boundaries  were  never  altered  since. . 

47.  Do  you  know  if  the  Corporation  has  considered 
the  question,  as  to  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to 
extend  the  present  boundaries'? — Yes ; they  considered 
it  very  closely. 

48. "  And  has  there  been  any  resolution  passed  on 
the  subject  ! — Yes,  by  the  majority  of  the  Corporation. 
They  resolved  that  it  should  be  extended  to  an  area  of 
two  miles. 

49.  Two  miles! — Yes,  about  that. 

50.  Mr.  Cotton. — Is  it  a circular  areal — No;  I 
suppose  they  did  not  mean  to  say  a hard  and  fast  line, 
but  one  so  arranged  as  not  if  possible  to  cut  townlands. 
They  followed  roads  and  rivers  as  much  as  possible, 
and  did  not  adopt  any  hard  and  fast  line,  but  as  con- 
sistent as  could  be  on  the  average  of  two  miles  from 
the  city. 

51.  Can  you  say  the  grounds  on  which  the  reso- 
lution was  adopted  ? — Well,  they  think  that  by  ex- 
tending the  area  of  taxation  they  could  have  greater 
public  improvements;  that  there  could  be  various 
things  done  by  an  extension  of  area  of  taxation,  and 
bringing  in  more  persons  to  contribute  to  the  taxes. 

52.  But  you  never  have  struck  any  rate  here  1 — Oh 
no  ; I don’t  mean  to  say  by  that  a borough  rate,  but  I 
mean  the  Grand  Jury  tax. 

53.  Yes  but  the  persons  living  within  that  area  pay 
the  same  Grand  Jury  tax  as  the  people  in  the  town? 
— No,  the  people  outside  the  municipal  boundary  do 
not  pay  the  same.  The  Grand  J ury  tax  is  not  the 
same  outside  the  municipal  boundary  as  within.  At 
present  the  persons  outside  do  not  pay  as  mucliGrand 
Jury  cess  as  those  within  it,  and  the  Corporation 
think  if  they  extend  the  boundary  of  the  municipal 
area  they  coidd  effect  more  benefit  and  improvement 
by  the  extension  of  the  area  of  taxation,  and  bring  in 
more  persons  to  contribute  to  their  taxation. 

54.  Yes,  but  suppose  they  ore  brought  in,  your  view 
would  be  that  the  taxation  on  them  for  Grand  Jury 
cess  would  be  higher  than  at  present  1 — There  would 
be  more  to  contribute. 

55.  Yes,  but  what  good  would  that  do  to  the  town, 
for  that  would  go  to  the  Grand  Jury,  except  the  Cor- 
poration would  be  prepared  to  take  up  the  manage- 
ment of  all  the  roads  within  their  own  district  ? — At 
present  the  opinion  is  it  would  be  for  the  general 
good. 

56.  The  effect  would  he,  that  the  county  cess  would 
be  higher  but  that  would  not  go  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Corporation  but  that  of  the  Grand  Jury? — No;  but 
it  would  go  for  general  purposes  for  tbe  benefit  of  the 
city. 

57.  How  would  it  go  for  the  improvement  of -the 
city  for  you  have  never  struck  an  improvement  rate. 
I could  understand  if  you  had  an  improvement  rate 
and  if  you  wanted  the  outsiders  to  pay  a fair  share 
of  it  in  borough  rate  or  that,  but  you  have  not; 
would  it  not  follow  that  if  you  bring  them  in  you 
would  be  giving  them  advantages  and  that  they  would 
become  more  an  incubus  on  your  rental  and  city  funds 
than  anything  else  ?— Well,  I don’t  think  the  Corpor- 
ation ever  contemplated  a borough,  rate  that  I am  aware. 
It  was  only  what  was  to  be  got  by  Grand  Jury  tax. 

58.  But  they  would  not  hand  that  over  to  you  un- 
less the  Corporation  went  in  for  being  inclined  to 
take  over  the  roads  and  bridges,  then  I could  under- 
stand their  anxiety  to  bring  in  these  people  ? — Well  in 
the  answers  made  to  the  queries  which  the  Commis- 
sioners forwarded  to  ns,  the  objections  to  the  present 
boundaries  are  set  forth.  In  answer  to  the  question 
“Are  the  present  Municipal  boundaries  regarded  with 


dissatisfaction  by  the  ratepayers  generally,  or  bv  any 
section  of  them  ? ” he  had  replied  “ Some  of  the  rate- 
payers would  wish  for  an  extension  of  the  present 
boundaries.”  To  the  query  “ If  so,  what  are 
the  objections  entertained  to  them?”  he  an- 
swered “That  the  area  of  taxation  is  too  limited."  As 
to  the  query  “ What  is  the  opinion  of  the  Municipal 
body  on  this  subject  ?”  liis  answer  was  “ A majorityof 
the  Municipal  body  is  in  favour  of  an  extension  to  a 
radius  of  two  miles,  or  thereabouts.” 

59.  But  why  speak  of  an  increased  area  of  tax- 
ation when  there  has  been  no  rate  struck  whatever] 
— There  would  be  the  Grand  Jury  tax.  If  the  out- 
lying districts  were  brought  in  they  would  partici- 
pate in  the  advantages  derived  from  it. 

60.  Yes,  I can  understand  that,  but  if  the  out- 
lying districts  are  brought  in,  the  only  effect  would 
he  that  whereas  they  now  pay  a very  small  county 
cess,  they  then  would  pay  a larger  one,  and  that 
you  know  would  go  for  the  benefit  of  the  borough 
inhabitants] — I am  not  prepared  to  say  what  the 
results  would  he;  that  would  be  a matter  to  be 
developed  by  degrees. 

61.  Have  the  Municipal  body  contemplated  taking 
up  the  management  of  the  roads  themselves? — No, 
they  have  not  entered  into  any  ideas  of  that  kind  at 
all,  but  I believe  it  is  understood  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  legislature  that  both  Grand  Juries  and  Cor- 
poration should  be  runted  in  the  mangement  of  the 
roads. 

62.  That  is  that  there  should  be  an  undivided 
authority.  It  is  in  that  view  that  the  Town  Comicil 
have  come  to  the  resolution  that  it  would  be  vise  and 
proper  to  have  the  area  extended  and  to  bring  in  those 
who  take  advantage  of  the  roads  of  the  town? — Yes,  it 
is  considered  to  be  a mutual  benefit,  and  of  course  the 
outlying  districts  would  participate  in  the  advantages 
that  would  arise  from  the  extension.  Those  living 
outside  would  have  the  advantages  of  being  near  the 
city  liere,  of  markets  and  fairs,  and  to  these  advantages 
they  should  contribute  it  is  believed. 

63.  I suppose  there  is  no  doubt  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  land  to  a certain  extent  or  distance  beyond 
the  Municipal  boundary  derive  those  exceptional  ad- 
vantages and  that  the  land  is  more  valuable  on  account 
of  its  proximity  to  the  city  ? — Decidedly,  of  course  it 
is  a very  great  matter  to  have  the  land  near  to  the 
town  in  order  to  have  the  advantages  of  fairs  and 
markets. 

64.  I don’t  understand  whether  you  intended  to 
convey,  that  the  Town  Council  considered  if  this  out- 
lying district  was  taken  in  they  would  contemplate 
in  any  way  levying  any  taxation? — No,  at  present 
they  never  contemplated  levying  a tax. 

65.  "Whether  a rate  should  hereafter  become  neces- 

sary or  not,  I can’t  say,  but  unless  the  Corporation 
are  compelled  to  do  it,  they  will  not,  for  they  have 
certainly  no  intention  whatever  of  doing  it,  I know  it 
is  contrary  to  their  wish.  They  do  everything— they 
light  the  city  and  repair  it  out  of  the  Corporation 
property.  , 

66.  Well  I asked  you  about  the  lands  outside  de- 

riving exceptional  benefits.  Are  there  many  gentrj 
residing  within  the  district  you  suggest  ? — Yes,  there 
are  from  thirty  to  forty  villa  residences  within  tne 
two  mile  radius.  _ ( 

67.  That  is  outside  the  present  municipal  radius. 
— Yes,  and  within  the  boundary  contemplated  to 
brought  in. 

68.  How  many  persons  would  it  add  to  the  co  ' 
tuency  supposing  that  district  were  brought  in  ?— 
present  constituency  of  Parliamentary  voters  ? 

69.  I mean  for  municipal  purposes,  say  about  how 
many  ? — Well  it  would  come  very  close  on  the  num 
her  of  Parliamentary  voters.  I think  the  Parlia® 
tary  boundary  is  very  much  about  two  uiiles, 
may  he  a difference  in  different  parts,  but  I 1 
the  Parliamentary  boundary  to  be  nearly  two 

so  that  there  is  no  great  difference. 
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70.  About  liow  many  municipal  voters  would  you 
sav  would  be  brought  in  1 — Some  300  I should  say. 

71.  And  how  many  would  be  eligible  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Corporation  1 — I should  say  ninety.  I am 
sure  ninety  or  so. 

72.  Mr.  Cotton. — I think  you  may  take  it  the  two 
mile  circle  is  exactly  one  half  of  the  Parliamentary 
boundary,  therefore  you  cannot,  I think,  make  the 
valuation  of  it  more. 

73.  Chairman. — You  cannot  however  tell  us  what 
is  the  exact  valuation  of  the  increased  area  if  we  went 
for,  say,  a two  mile  area  ? — No. 

74.  In  fact  that  is  only  going  a mile  and  a half 
out! — Yes  two  miles  from  the  place  where  you  now 
are,  which  is  the  centre  of  the  town. 

75.  Now  suppose  it  is  extended  any  distance  beyond 
the  present  boundary  are  the  Corporation  prepared  to 
light  and  water  that  district  taken  ini — Well  I can’t 
exactly  say  that. 

76.  Do  you  propose  to  give  these  people  you  bring 
in  the  same  advantages  the  people  in  the  present 
boundary  have,  or  do  you  propose  to  bring  them  in  at 
a differential  rate! — That  point  has  not  been  con- 
sidered. 

77.  Mr.  Simon  Morris,  T.c. — They  did  consider  it, 
begging  your  pardon,  and  they  never  intended  to 
light  it. 

78.  Chairman. — Was  the  matter  discussed  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Corporation  ? 

Witness. — There  was  no  resolution  passed  on  that 
point,  as  to  what  would  be  done  outside  the  municipal 
boundary.  The  only  abstract  resolution  to  which  the 
Council  came  was  that  it  would  be  of  advantage  to 
extend  the  boundary  to  a radius  of  two  miles.  There 
were  however  no  particularities  entered  into  at  all  as 
to  what  would  be  done  hereafter. 

79.  Nor  with  regard  to  the  effect,  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  last  session  or  year,  would  have  on  the 
lands  at  present  in  the  care  of  the  rural  sanitary 
authority  if  they  were  brought  in  ? — No,  no  resolu- 
tion on  that  point  was  come  to. 

80.  To  your  own  knowledge,  do  these  people  in  the 
outside  district  proposed  to  be  brought  in,  use  the  town 
largely  1 — Yes,  very  largely  for  markets  and  fairs. 
There  is  an  extensive  market  here ; there  are  fifteen 
fairs  in  the  year ; they  send  in  their  produce  and  take 
every  advantage  of  these  fairs  and  markets. 

81.  And  there  are  schools  used  by  the  children  of 
those  persons  living  outside  ? — Yes,  there  are  schools 
of  all  denominations. 

82.  And  I suppose  they  use  the  houses  of  worship 
here  on  Sundays'! — Yes,  all  the  people  within  a radius 
of  two  miles,  I should  say,  come  in  to  the  places  of 
worship  here. 

83.  And  all  I persume,  may  be  said  to  frequent  the 
railways  more  or  less  ? — Yes,  all  use  the  railways. 

84.  It  is  within  the  municipal  boundary,  I believe? 
— Yes,  the  terminus  is. 

85.  Now,  the  flagging  here  has  it  been  done  by  the 
Grand  Jury? — No,  by  the  Corporation. 

86.  Out  of  their  own  property,  I understand  you  to 
say,  they  do  this  ?— Yes. 

87.  And  all  the  sanitary  arrangements,  other  than 
taking  off  the  surface  water? — Yes. 

88.  They  do  it  all  themselves  ? — Yes,  all  the  sanitary 
arrangements  are  done  by  the  Corporation — everything 
m the  way  of  improvement  within  the  walls,  every- 
thmg  for  sanitary  purposes,  is  done  by  the  Corporation, 
including  the  cleansing  of  the  streets.  In  the  first 
instance  the  city  Corporation  were  in  the  habit  of  re- 
pairing within  the  old  city  walls,  and  the  difference 

etween  the  city  walls  and  the  municipal  boundary 
was  done  by  the  Grand  Jury. 

. Have  the  Grand  Jury,  in  that  portion  between 

e old  city  walls,  and  the  municipal  boundary  made 
any  sewers  for  you  ? — Well,  there  was  one  large  sewer 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  school-house — one  of  the 
new  Industrial  Schools  established  here.  The  Grand 
Jury  gave  £300,  and  we  gave  one. 


90.  The  Grand  Jury  £300,  and  you  one  hundred  ? 
— Yes. 

91.  And  with  the  exception  of  that,  the  flagging, 
sewerage,  and  all  is  done  by  the  Corporation  ? — Yes, 
everything  within  the  city  walls  is  done  by  the 
Corporation,  the  pumps  outside  the  city  walls  are 
kept  in  repair  by  the  Corporation. 

82.  Have  you  got  high  pressure  water  here? — No: 
we  have  no  waterworks  at  all. 

93.  But  there  is  plenty  of  water? — Yes ; there  are 
private  wells. 

94.  And  how  about  gas? — It  is  rather  a vexed 
question,  the  present  public  lighting  is  by  oil  lamps,  we 
have  gone  back  to  the  olden  time. 

95.  But  there  is  a Gas  Company? — Yes,  and  it 
supplies  private  individuals  with  gas. 

96.  I suppose  the  fact  is  you  fell  out  about  terms  ? 
— Yes,  and  there  is  an  ejectment  at  law  pending. 

97.  Mr.  Cotton. — Can  jrou  describe  the  boundaries 
of  the  two  wards  generally — are  they  divided  by  the 
river  ? — No,  not  altogether ; for  instance  we  are  now 
in  St.  Canice's  ward,  and  so  is  the  far  side  of  the.  river. 

98.  How  are  they  divided  ? — There  is  a long  line — 
Iving-street,  and  one  side  is  in  St.  J olrn’s — the  right 
hand,  and  the  left  is  in  St.  Canice’s  ; it  runs  down  to  the 
extreme  end  of  the  town,  and  all  to  the  right  is  St. 
John’s,  and  to  the  left  St.  Canice’s  ward. 

99.  What  I want  is  this,  suppose  this  extension  or 
any  extension  took  place,  how  would  you  propose  to 
throw  in  the  additional  ground  into  the  wards,  would 
you  form  a new  ward  or  extend  the  present  wards  ? — 
That  is  a question  I suggested.  My  idea  was  to  try 
and  draw  a straight  line  down  through  the  entire,  and 
let  the  new  part  go  into  each  ward. 

101.  That  is  in  other  words  to  extend  the  present 
wards  taking  in  on  each  side  the  portion  of  area  added  ? 
— Yes,  draw  a line  and  give  a certain  portion  to  each 
ward. 

102.  Chairman. — Would  you  alter  the  present 
boundary  of  the  wards? — No;  I think  they  are  at 
present  arranged  pretty  fairly.  There  may  be  a little 
variance,  but  not  much. 

103.  Then  you  would  extend  the  divisions  just 
straight  out  into  two  lines  ? — Yes ; that  I think  would 
be  better  than  making  a third  ward,  to  add  to  each 
ward  portion  of  the  increased  radius. 

104.  Would  your  extension  of  two  miles  go  into  any 
other  electoral  division  1 — Yes ; I consider  it  would. 

105.  You  don’t  know  though? — No. 

106.  I understand  you  to  say  the  parliamentary 
boundary  is  all  in  one  electoral  division  ? — I am  not 
quite  sure. 

107.  The  Mayor. — The  two  mile  radius  does  not 
extend  beyond  the  electoral  division. 

108.  Chairman. — You  have  said  fairly  enough,  that 
the  municipal  body  here  think  it  would  be  right  that 
the  people  in  that  extended  district  should  pay  for 
the  advantages  they  have,  and  there  being  such  a 
large  constituency  as  300  to  he  brought  in,  would  you 
not  think  it  fair  that  that  extended  district  should 
have  one  ward'  to  look  after  the  interest  of  the 
county  ? — That  would  be  very  fair. 

109.  Supposing  you  were  to  leave  the  two  wards  as 
they  are,  and  out  of  the  extended  district  form  a new 
one  giving  it  a representation  of  eight  members,  what 
would  you  say  to  such  an  arrangement  as  that  ? — I 
would  see  no  objection  to  having  a third  ward. 

110.  You  see  if  you  are  right  in  saying  the  valuation 
of  the  new  district  is  anything  like  £17,000,  and  the 
present  area  £17,000  would  it  not  be  fair  that  the 
people  taxed  in  that  way  on  their  valuation  of  £17 ,000 
should  get  eight  members  on  the  Town  Council  to  look 
after  their  interests  ?— W ell,  I think  that  would  be  the 
result  in  any  case,  for  if  there  were  a new  district  added 
to  the  existing  wards  every  man  rated  at  £10  would 
become  a burgess,  and  of  course  they  could  in  that  way 
return  their  own  friends  to  the  Town  Council,  and 
they  would  have  a voice  in  the  matter  of  controlling 
the  expenditure,  and  seeing  to  their  own  interests. 


Ku.KEN.ir. 


Mr.  Patrick 
Waters. 
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111.  Suppose  you  threw  the  new  or  extended  area 
into  the  existing  wards  would  you  extend  the  number 
of  your  aldermen  aud  town  councillors? — Well,  I 
don’t  say  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary,  but  of 
course,  there  should  be  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  that. 
I think  that  if  there  was  an  extended  area  it  would  be 
rational  there  should  be  an  extension  of  the  number 
of  town  councillors. 

112.  Do  you  think  24  quite  enough ? — I must  say 
the  fewer  number  always  do  most  work  and  do  the 
business  better.  I think  the  highest  number  for  a 
Grand  Jury  is  23,  and  they  do  their  business  well.  I 
think  24  quite  enough.  The  outside  rate-payers  were 
of  course  not  represented  on  the  town  council  when 
the  resolution  in  favour  of  extension  was  passed. 

113.  Of  course  they  could  not  be,  but  not  having 
any  voice  on  the  council  they  could  have  set  out  their 
views  in  another  way,  I suppose,  if  they  were  so  in- 
clined. In  other  places,  for  instance,  there  have  been 
public  meetings  1 — The  resolution  of  the  town  council 


**•* “n4M>1  to  «*  Corporation,  an.l  *_ 
not  bind  anyone  else.  oes 

114.  You  say  there  has  not  been  much  buildin,, 
outside'1  °UtSU  e?— Theie  'aS  beenveiT little  budding 

i n,5A  ?le  beS  to  state  that  after  four 

days  debate  the  Corporation  divided  as  to  whether 
there  should  be  an  increase  or  not,  and  it  was  decided 
by  a majority  of  14  to  3 that  we  should  support  the 
two  mile  radius.  There  were  17  members  present 

116.  What  was  the  resolution,  Mr.  Waters  1— I 
find  there  were  in  fact  13  for  and  4 against  it  Fiist 
of  all  there  was  a motion  moved  by  Mr.  Fannin"  that 
the  boundaries  should  be  extended.— “ That  the  mun- 
icipal boundary  should  be  extended  to  a radius  of  two 
miles  or  thereabouts.”  This  was  seconded  by  Mr 
Quinn.  Mr.  M'Dermott  moved  an  amendment  that 
there  he  no  extension  made  : this  was  seconded  liy 
Mr.  M‘Creery,  and  a division  having  been  called  for 
the  original  motion  was  carried  by  13  to  4.  ’ 


Mr.  Patrick  J. 
Dillon 


Mr.  Patrick  Joseph  Dillon,  examined. 


117.  Chairman. — Do  you  hold  any  office  under  the 
Corporation  ? — Yes,  borough  treasurer  and  executive 
sanitary  officer,  and  secretary  to  the  Grand  Jury. 

118.  You  heard  already  the  question  asked  relative 
to  the  Grand  Jury  cess  return  h— Yes. 

119.  Well,  immediately  outside  the  present  bound- 
ary and  within  the  two  mile  radius,  what  is  the  Grand 
Jury  cess? — The  county  Grand  Jury  cess  for  Cranagli 
is  9 id.,  and  for  Gowrau  Sd. 

120.  Is  that  for  the  half-year? — Yes,  and  Shille- 
logher  8^d. 

121.  How  much  of  it  is  for  county  at  large  charges, 
because  the  difference  would  be  for  roods  and  bridges? 
— In  Cranagh,say,the  county  at  large  charges  would  he 
the  same.  The  roads  alone  would  in  the  city  cost  4 Id. 

122.  What  would  be  the  other  charge  making  up 
the  2s.  6d.  or  2s.  Sd.  ? — The  Lunatic  Asylum  officers' 
salaries,  the  Industrial  Schools,  &c. 

123.  Mr.  Cotton. — Would  the  two  mile  extension 
go  beyond  the  barony  of  Kilkenny?— It  would  extend 
into  parts  of  three  others.  It  is  right  that  I should 
mention  that  the  county  cess  won’t  be  as  heavy  as 
formerly— since  April  last  the  Government  pay  for 
the  support  of  prisoners  at  an  average  of  £640  per  an- 
num, and  another  thing,  the  Government  pay  4s.  per 
head  for  lunatics,  a saving  to  the  city  of  £350,  so  that 
we  save  a thousand  a year  by  that. 

124.  If  the  county  at  large  charges  are,  :is  I see, 
Is.  4 d.  in  the  borough,  how  can  the  county  cess  be  so 
little  outside  the  borough,  for  the  land  outside  should 
pay  county  at  large  charges  ?— But  they  vary  between 
the  county  and  the  city,  there  is  a difference  between 
the  county  and  the  city.  I don't  understand  how 
the  county  at  large  charges  in  the  county  are  made  up. 

125.  Well,  at  the  present  calculation  it  would 
appear  the  valuation  of  the  present  borough  is  about 
£17,000,  and  the  proposed  increased  area  would  be 
£17,000  more?— No,  not  that,  but  £9,600  more,  and 
the  increase  in  acreage  would  bring  it  to  about  8,000 
acres.  The  two  would  make  in  round  numbers  a valu- 
ation of  about  £27,000. 

xv  Are  we  r^ht  in  assuming  as  has  been  stated 
that  the  increased  area  would  add  about  300  to  the 
constituency  ?— So  I understand  from  what  Mr 
Waters  says. 

127.  But  you  don’t  know  yourself  ? — No. 

1 28.  As  living  here  aud  being  treasurer,  and  bavin" 
a knowledge  of  the  place,  would  you  say  that  the 
people  living  m that  district  derive  exceptional  advan- 
tages from  them  proximity  to  the  town— do  they  use 
the  town  largely  ? — I think  they  do. 

129.  Now,  what  advantage  to  the  ratepayers  in  the 

town  do  you  think  there  would  be  by  bringing  in  this 
extended  district,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the 
Corporation  strike  no  rate  ? — I make  it  out  in  this  way  : 
the  total  presentments  for  the  years  1874,  ’75  ’/g 
and  ’77  amounted  to  £10,055  6a.  4 d.  From  this  be 


deducted  the  amounts  presented  on  gaol  accounts  in 
these  years,  £2,625  5a.  Sd.,  aud  further  deducted 
Government  allowances  on  account  of  lunatics,  if 
made  for  1874,  twenty-nine  at  £10  4s.  Od.  per 
head,  £295  16s.  Od. ; for  1875,  say  thirty-two  at  £10 
4s.  0d.,  £326  8s.  0d.— total,  £6,807  16s.  Sd.  The 
average  for  four  years  would  he  £1,701 19s.  2d.,  which 
would  be  half-yearly  £850  19s.  7 d.,  and  this  would 
cause  a tax  of  little  under  Is.  in  the  pound,  if  levied 
on  the  city  on  present  valuation.  If  the  area  were 
extended  to  a radius  of  about  two  miles  there  was  to 
be  added  half-year’s  allowance,  according  to  estimate 
made  by  Mr.  Kelly,  deputy  surveyor,  for  roads  and 
footpaths  within  the  extended  area,  £264.  For  con- 
tingent expenses  of  additional  half-year's  support  of 
lunatics,  according  to  Mr.  Langrishe’s  estimate,  £25, 
and  for  collectors’  poundage  upon  increased  sums  say 
£15,  and  you  have  a gross  sum  of  £154  19s.  7d.,  which, 
upon  the  present  city  valuation  of  £17,273,  increased, 
according  to  Mr.  Langrishe’s  estimated  valuation  of 
radius  to  be  taken  in,  by  £9,600,  would  be  a gross 
valuation  of  £26,873,  upon  which  said  sum  of  £1,154 
19s.  Id.  could  be  levied  at  a poundage  rate  of  10^7., 
with  the  addition  of  the  usual  id.  in  the  pound  for 
Boss  bridge  cess,  and  which  would  affect  the  county 
barony  cess  as  follows  : — Gowran,  from  Sd.  to  10 id. ; 
Shilleloglier,  8i d.  to  10ic?.  ; and  Cranagh,  9id.  to 

ioi<z.  • - 

130.  That  is  a half-yearly  calculation  ? — Yea 

131.  Then  the  effect  would  be  to  reduce  the  city 
rates,  and  to  add  to  the  others  ? — Yes. 

132.  So  that  it  is  no  matter  whether  they  get  up 
the  roads  themselves,  or  continue  under  the  Grand 
J ury,  the  citizens  here  would  pay  less  rate,  and  the 
others  would  pay  greater  ? — In  that  estimate  I have 
added  £264  for  maintaining  the  county  roads  in  the 
area  extended  of  about  two  miles.  That  is  according 
to  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Kelly,  the  deputy  surveyor,  for 
roads  and  footpaths. 

133.  Then  the  effect  would  practically  be  an  exten- 
sion of  a radius  of,  say,  two  miles  round.  Suppose  that 
is  brought  in,  the  effect  would  be  that  the'  ratepayers 
in  the  numicipal  boundary  would  be  likely  to  have 
their  rates  reduced  to  Is.  Sd.  for  county  cess,  and  then 
that  the  persons  between  the  half-mile  or  three- 
quarters  would  have  theirs  increased  to  about  Is.  Sd. 
or  Is.  Od.  I— Yes. 

134.  Now,  is  it  your  opinion  they  should  fairly  pay 
that,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  they  use  the  roads 
much  more  largely  than  the  citizens? — That  is  my 
opinion. 

135.  And  I suppose  on  account  of  the  very  use  they 
make  of  these  roads  it  makes  it  dearer  to  keep  them 
up,  on  account  of  the  use  they  make  of  the  town 
coming  in  so  often  ? — Yes. 

136.  The  contractor’s  charges  are  more? — Yes. 

137.  They  are  at  present  only  paying  county  cess 
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on  the  use  of  these  roads  to  a certain  extent,  and  get 
off  paying  anything,  as  I understand,  for  the  use  they 
make  of  the  roads  in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

137.  And  that  no  matter,  therefore,  whether  you  get 
up  the  roads,  or  they  stay  under  the  Grand  Jury,  the 
ratepayers  here  would  be  benefited  by  the  extension  ? 
— Yes. 

138.  In  addition  to  which  there  is  to  be  considered, 

I presume,  the  advantages  to  be  derived  by  those 
outside  from  the  improvements  effected  by  the  Corpo- 
ration out  of  the  Corporation  funds  ? — Decidedly.  In 

the  improvement  of  the  town  on  roads  and  footpaths 
in  '76  they  expended  .£535  Is.  lOcf. ; in  1877,  £440 
11s.  id. ; and  in  ’78,  £506  5s.  2d. 

139.  Then,  Mr.  Dillon,  so  far  as  you  are  aware, 
would  the  bringing  in  of  this  extended  area  in  any  way 
affect  the  rates  of  the  city,  so  as  to  make  it  likely  you 
would  have  to  put  on  an  improvement  rate  if  you 
brought  them  in  1 — I don’t  think  so,  unless  for  sanitary 
purposes.  Of  course  if  these  people  outside  are 
brought  in  they  have  under  the  Public  Health  Act  to 
pay  whatever  sanitary  rate  may  be  levied.  The  Cor- 
poration are  called  on  now — I saw  a report  from  Mr. 
Hamilton — to  close  the  sewer  in  the  town,  and  erect  a 
new  one,  and  I think  the  Corporation  would  do  very 
fairly  to  make  the  inhabitants  of  the  radius  outside 
contribute  to  that. 

140.  As  far  as  you  know,  are  the  Corporation 
prepared,  if  this  radius  were  adopted,  to  scavenge  the 
roads  in  that  extended  area,  and  to  undertake  all  the 
sanitary  arrangements  ? — They  are  prepared  to  contract 
for  the  repair  of  the  roads  as  they  are  at  present. 

141.  There  is  not  traffic  enough  to  make  it  necessary 
for  the  Corporation  to  do  more  than  the  road  contractor 
does  ? — No,  quite  unnecessary. 

_ 142.  And  as  to  lighting h— Well,  under  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act,  section  131, 1 think  they  are 
bound  only  to  light  streets. 

143.  And  would  you  say  as  to  that  that  it  was 
unnecessary  to  light  their  roadways,  and  so  on  ? — 
Certainly. 

144.  Well,  have  you  considered  the  feasibility  of 
your  being  able  to  keep  up  the  repair  of  the  roads  for 
the  same  as  the  Grand  Jury  do  it  at  present? — Yes,  I 

145.  And  that  you  would  be  able  to  do  it  as  effect- 
ually as  at  present  ? — Yes.  There  might  be  a small 
increase,  because  the  portion  of  the  roads  near  the  town 
would  be  heavier  than  at  a distance,  and  the  contractor’s 
prices  would  be  more. 

146.  But  what  you  say  is  this,  in  effect,  that  the 
ratepayers  in  the  town  would  be  prepared  to  undertake 
that  responsibility  ? — Yes. 

147.  Still  they  would  have  a saving? — Yes. 

148.  And  you  think  that  would  more  than  pay  for 
any  extra  work  ? — Yes. 

149.  And  as  to  sanitary  matter’s,  of  course  they 
would  have  to  pay  their  share  should  any  works  become 
ne^ary?rYeS’  °y  course»  if  there  was  a rate  struck. 

■o  *,?•" Now>  have  you  considered  the  effect  of  the 
public  Health  Act  of  last  session.  At  present  these 
anus  that  are  all  outside  the  present  municipal 
boundary  pay  the  full  sanitary  rate,  and  they  deduct 
one-half  from  their  landlords  1— -Yes. 

151.  If  they  are  brought  within  the  boundary  they 
are  m the  hands  of  the  urban  sanitary  authority,  and 
i pay  one-fourt}l,  and  deduct  nothing  from  the 

landlord ; now  would  the  Corporation  undertake  all 
rne  sanitary  work  of  this  district  and  they  only  con- 
tabuting  one-fourth  ?— As  a matter  of  fact  there 
ouiu  be  very  little  sanitary  work  outside,  for  tire 
nouses  are  aU  good  houses— in  fact,  the  houses  are  few, 
aaa  indeed  the  sanitary  work  is  in  the  lanes  and 
streets  principally. 

?ven  thougk  they  should  have  to  pay  one- 
^ard?  the  sanitary  work  of  the  town,  is  it 
yom  oprnion  they  should  fairly  pay  that,  having  regard 
to  fact  that  the  town  would  be  kept  in  good  order 
when  they  c°me  m from  day  to  day?-Yes,  and  it 
ntd  come  small,  because  the  one-fourth  of  £9,600 


(rtid,  -™„ld  be  the  total  valuation)  ™ul<l  not  be 
£_.,j00  a year.  It  would  be  very  trifling. 

!53.  Suppose  they  were  brought  in  and  paid  that 
one-fourth  m it  your  view  that  they  should  get  one- 
half  of  that  back  from  the  landlord  4- Yes,  that  would 
be  my  view,  because  the  landlord  gets  a higher  rent. 

154.  'Well  now,  even  in  view  of  the  increased 
county  cess  that  you  would  put  on  them  on  account  of 
their  proximity  to  the  town,  have  you  formed  any 
opinion  as  to  whether  that  county  cess  should  any  of 
it  be  borne  by  the  landlord?— My  opinion  is  that  it 
should  be  divided,  and  that  small  holdings  rated  at 
and  under  £4,  in  cases  of  such  holdings  the  landlord 
should  pay  all,  as  was  intended  by  the  Land  Act,  but 
the  Land  Act  did  not  carry  that  into  effect. 

155.  In  other  words,  you  hold  that  in  the  case  where 
you  bring  in  men  who  have  to  pay  a larger  Grand 
Jury  cess  on  account  of  their  proximity  to  the  town 
the  land  being  valued  exceptionally  high  from  that 
reason,  and  the  landlord  getting  an  improved  rent,  you 
think  that  the  whole  rating  of  that  increased  valuation 
should  not  fall  upon  the  landlord,  but  that  it  should  be 
divided  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

156.  Are  you  able  to  say  yourself  that  not  only  is 
the  landlord  enabled  to  get  a better  rent  but  that  the 
land  is  valued  higher? — Yes,  something  higher. 

157 . Than  lands  of  a similar  character  two  or  three 
miles  off? — Yes. 

158.  Are  there  any  debts  on  the  town  at  present  ? 
— There  are. 

159.  What  are  the  total  debts  4— Well,  there  is 
£1,000  for  the  building  of  this  place,  and  about  £800 
due  to  the  National  Bank  on  an  over  draft.  There  is 
a market  account  separately  which  I need  not  give  you. 

1 60.  And  what  is  your  income  ? — Bents  and  rent 
charges,  £2,069  10s.  2d. ; some  weekly  rents,  £70. 
Altogether  £2,579. 

161.  And  your  expenditure? — Since  the  Sanitary 
Act  came  into  force,  a little  over  the  income.  We  are 
forced  into  it. 

1 62.  You  have  not  levied  any  sanitary  rate  ? — No. 

163.  Probably  you  will  have  to  put  it  on  to  meet 
the  over  expenditure.  Does  that  £2,500,  or  whatever 
it  is,  represent  your  entire  income  ?— The  entire 
borough  fund ; but  there  is  the  fair  green,  and  market 
income  separately. 

164.  How  much  is  that  about? — The  fail-  green  is 
about  £469  or  £470. 

165.  Is  that  clear  profit  ? — No,  the  expenses  have  to 
be  deducted  from  that,  leaving  a surplus  of  about  £200. 

166.  Mr.  Cotton. — On  the  fair  green  ? — Yes. 

167.  Chairman. — Can  you  give  us  the  total  income- 
and  total  expenditure  ? — I can  give  them  in  detail. 
The  market  income  is  about  £1,500. 

168.  Can  you  give  us  altogether  the  entire  income  ? 
— Yes,  here  are  the  accounts  audited.  Here  is  the 
gross  income  of  the  past  year — Corporation,  £2,568  ; 
market,  £1,199  17s.  id.  ; fail-  green,  £469;  total, 
£4,236  17s.  id.,  in  round  numbers. 

169.  You  have  fines  and  dog  tax? — That  includes  all. 

170.  I see  you  have  about  £1,500  now  due,  or  about 
£1,460  ? — There  is  about  £923  balance  of  the  bond 
due  by  the  Corporation,  about  £800  on  current  account, 
and  about  £1,460  balance  of  £5,000  debt  for  market 
purposes,  but  being  paid  off  by  sinking  fund. 

171.  Practically  there  would  be  no  difficulty  as  to 
that  outside  district,  in  making  them  liable  if  brought 
in? — No,  for  the  market  is  able  to  meet  its  own. 
liabilities. 

172.  £160  a year  I see  is  being  paid? — Yes. 

173.  Do  you  expect  any  leases  to  fall  in? — Yes,  in 
about  11  years  we  will  have  an  increased  rental. 

174.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  have 
any  change  in  the  wards  as  they  exist  at  present  ? — 
No,  I don’t  think  you  could  divide  them  better. 

175.  You  would  not  think  of  creating  a new  ward 
in  the  event  of  the  extension  being  made  ? — No,  I 
would  not. 

176.  You  would  add  on  the  increased  area  to  each 
ward  ? — Yes. 


Kilkenny 
Afar.  6, 1879  . 

Mr.  Patrick  J. 
Dillon. 
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Mr.  Richard 
tangrishe.  ? 


Mr.  James  S.  Louuhnan,  Mayor,  examined. 


177.  Chairman. — You  are  at  present  Mayor  of 
Kilkenny  ? — Yes. 

178.  Well,  I may  take  it,  I suppose,  that  you  can 
speak  on  the  part  of  the  thirteen  gentlemen,  including 
yourself,  who  voted  in  favour  of  that  extension  1 — Yes. 

179.  And  your  view  is,  that  that  proposed  extension 
is  desirable  1— Yes,  I think  it  would  be  an  advantage 
to  the  citizens. 

180.  Can  you,  of  your  own  knowledge,  say  that  the 
lands  that  are  within  the  area  you  propose  derive 
exceptional  advantages  from  their  proximity  to  the 
town  ? — Undoubtedly. 

181.  Are  they  valued  more  highly! — No,  they  are 
not  valued  up  to  anything  like  the  rent. 

182.  Are  they  valued  more  highly  than  land  of  a 
similar  character  would  be  further  off! — Oh,  yes. 

183.  And  even  the  landlords  get  the  advantage  of 
that  increased  value,  and  an  increased  rent? — Yes, 
very  considerably. 

184.  On  account  of  them  being  near  the  town? — 
Yes,  town  parks  and  town  fields,  for  these  they  get 
three  times,  two  or  three  times,  more  than  they  would 
produce  outside. 

185.  I suppose  you  are  aware  that  the  farmers  that 
occupy  these  grounds  largely  use  the  town  as  a fair 
and  market  town? — Yes,  very  largely. 

186.  And  the  farmers  for  selling  their  produce  ? — 
Yes. 

187.  And  they  get  for  their  produce  in  that  way  ? 

188.  You  are  aware  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  you  should 
assume  the  management  of  the  roads  ? — I think  so, 
hut  then  would  we  be  constituted  as  the  Grand 
Jury? 

189.  Certainly,  to  adopt  all  the  fiscal  powers  ; this 
is  the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

190.  The  Muyor. — Of  course,  that  would  make  no 
difference  to  us. 

191.  You  mean  if  you  got  the  taxes  of  the  Grand 
J ury  transferred  to  you,  you  would  be  perfectly  ready 
to  undertake  the  management  of  the  roads  and  so  on? 
— Undoubtedly. 

192.  You  have  heard  me  pointing  out,  that  if  the. 
people  living  in  that  extended  district  are  brought  into 
the  city,  they  then  become  liable  to  pay  one-fourth  of 
the  sanitary  rate,  and  so  on  ? — W e have  no  sanitary 
rate;  the  Corporation  does  everythin". 

193.  Well,  then  they  will  get  the  benefit  of  that ; 
but  if  there  was  any  sanitary  rate  imposed  on  them, 
do  you  tliink  it  ought  to  be  divided  between  the  land- 
lord and  the  tenant  ? — Yes. 

194.  The  sanitary  rate?— I think  it  would  be  very 
fair ; we  pay  one-half  of  the  poor  rates  now. 

195.  And  of  course  if  they  belonged  to  the  Urban 
Sanitary  Authorities,  these  lands  would  pay  half  of 
the  sanitary  rate,  and  you  are  of  opinion  that  if  brought 
m,  the  landlord  and  tenant  should  divide  it  ? — I think 
so  ; I may  say,  that  if  the  lands  were  brought  in,  if 
the  extension  were  made,  I myself  would  be  a loser 
for  now  I pay  nothing,  but  I tliink  it  would  be  fair  • 
I don  t see  any  danger  of  there  being  a sanitary  rate.  ’ 

196.  The  principle  would  be  right,  you  think  ?— 
xes,  the  Corporation,  with  the  exception  of  the  £300 
we  received  from  the  Grand  Jury,  did  everything,  and 
made  large  improvements. 

197.  In  your  opinion,  would  it  be  necessary  now 
suppose  that  one  district  was  brought  in,  to  light  it,  in 
your  opinion  1—  Certainly  not,  whatever  advantage  it 


might  be  to  the  suburban  gentry,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  keep  the  lamps,  they  would  be  broken. 

198.  Now  you  have  heard  the  calculation  of  Mr 

Dillon,  that  the  city  taxation  would  he  reduced  and 
that  of  the  people  outside  increased  a little  ? Yes ' 

199.  Do  you  think  that  that  increase  that  would  be 
put  on  them,  would  he  fairly  more  than  they  ought  to 
bear,  having  regard  to  the  advantages  they  have  !— 
No,  it  would  be  only  Id.  or  3d.  in  the  pound, 

200.  It  would  be  more,  at  present  they  pay  from 
Is.  3d.  to  Is.  id.,  from  liis  calculation  it  would  reach 
Is.  pd.1— Well,  I think  it  would  be  very  well  worth 
their  while,  for  our  property  will  soon  be  very  much 
increased,  and  considering  all  the  advantages  they 
derive  from  town,  and  also,  I may  say  that  we  would 
be  very  glad  to  see  some  of  them  in  the  Corporation, 
although  I don’t  know  if  they  would  value  that  so 
much.  Then  I may  mention  there  are  some  very  large 
works ; there  is  J ohn’s  Bridge,  we  are  very  anxious  to 
ge  t it  straightened,  and  if  we  get  this  extension  of  bound- 
aries it  would  help  to  get  it  done,  for  if  we  have  to 
pay  our  share  of  it  out  of  what  we  have  on  the  present 
rating  of  £16,000  or  £17,000  a year  it  would  come 
heavy,  but  with  the  new  boundary  it  would  give  us  a 
much  larger  rateable  property  to  go  on,  and  the  county 
would  join  us  and  benefit  by  it. 

202.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  gentry  and  farmers 
living  within  that  proposed  extended  district  are  even 
more  interested  than  you  in  the  stimightening  of  that 
bridge  ? — Certainly,  for  the  city  people  use  it  com- 
paratively very  little ; it  is  the  people  in  the  suburbs 
and  travellers  from  the  railway  who  use  the  bridge. 
Certainly  it  would  be  useful  to  some  of  our  local 
merchants,  and  it  is  much  complained  of  by  the  hotel 
people,  and  so  on,  but  tlie  rural  people  would,  in  my 
opinion,  benefit  more  by  it  than  the  city  people. 

203.  Is  the  land  valued  higher  on  account  of  its 
proximity  to  the  town,  and  the  tenant  better  able  to 
pay  a higher  rent  by  reason  of  having  a near  and 
ready  market  for  the  sale  of  his  produce.  But  the 
landlord  not  only  gets  the  rent  on  the  higher  valuation, 
but  a great  deal  beyond  that,  do  you  think  he  should 
bear  or  pay  any  portion  of  the  difference  in  the  county 
cess  that  would  be  put  on  him? — Well,  I would  not 
like  to  give  any  opinion  on  that. 

204.  Would  it,  in  your  opinion,  he  fair? — Well, 

I don’t  think  it  would  be  fair.  I will  give  my  reason 
for  saying  so.  My  reason  would  be  this.  I said  with 
regard  to  the  sanitary  rate,  it  would  be  fair,  but  as  to 
the  Grand  Jury  cess,  I think  it  would  not  he  fail',  because 
why,  the  landlord  has  already  let  his  land  by  the  year 
or  by  lease  to  his  tenants,  with  the  perfect  understanding 
that  they  would  pay  the  whole  of  the  county  cess,  and, 
therefore,  I think  anything  of  ea;  post  facto  law  might 
be  considered  unjust,  for  I consider  it  very  hal'd  to  go 
behind  existing  rules  and  agreements. 

205.  That  is  all — binding  agreements  you  would  not 
interfere  with? — Yes. 

“06.  But  as  to  the  future? — Oh  that  is  quite 
another  thing — that  is  all  arranged,  you  know. 

207.  But  you  would  not  interfere  with  the 
present  existing  arrangements  ? — No. 

208.  Chairman.— I strppose  we  may  now  take  n 
that  we  have  as  much  information  as  to  the  views  in 
favour  of  the  extension  as  we  require.  There  can  be 
no  irse  asking  the  gentlemen  who  coincide  with  the 
Mayor  to  give  their  views.  I would  be  glad  now  to 
hear  any  of  the  gentlemen  inside  or  outside  the 
boundary  who  object  to  the  extension. 


Mr.  Richard  Langrishe,  examined. 

PaS  to  “-s  b™igit  ““ 

secretarv  1 * the  you  can  do  so. 

210  Chairman  -f . Witness. — Well,  a meeting  of  the  ratepayers  w 

to  speak  on  behalf  of  those  npJL  U areauth°rlsed  held  to  take  this  subject  of  the  proposed  extension  o 
speak  on  behalf  of  those  persons,  and  say  they  the  municipal  boundaries  into  consideration  and  they 
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adopted  a protest  and  signed  it  most  numerously,  as 
vou  may  see.  The  resolution  they  came  to  was  as 
lullows : — 

“We,  the  undersigned  ratepayers  of  the  baronies  of 
Cranfl"h',  and  Gowran,  and  Shillelogher,  in  the  county  of 
Kilkenny,  hereby  protest  against  any  extension  being 
made  of  the  municipal  boundaries  of  Kilkenny,  which 
would  be  the  means  of  increasing  the  taxation  of  our 
respective  holdings,  and  would  otherwise  prove  prejudicial 
to  our  interests.” 

Then  follow  the  signatures. 

211.  How  many  would  you  say  would  be  in  favour 
of  that  I — Well,  I think  it  was  almost  unanimous. 
There  were  about  150  persons  present,  and  here  is 
also  a document  signed  by  the  County  Grand  Jury, 
yesterday : — 

“We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  grand  jury  of 
the  county  of  Kilkenny,  assembled  on  tbe  oth  of  March, 
18/9,  disapprove  most  emphatically  of  the  extension  of 
the  municipal  borough  of  Kilkenny,  which,  if  carried  into 
effect,  would  decrease  the  area  of  taxation  of  the  county  at 
large.”  (Appendix  No.  5.) 

212.  How  many  members  of  the  Grand  Jury  signed 
that  1— It  is  signed  by  twenty-one  members  of  the 
Grand  Jury.  The  county  of  the  city  is  quite  different 
from  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  and  the  latter  lose  the 
area  for  the  purpose  of  taxation.  The  charges  for  the 
county  at  large  are  very  heavy.  It  won’t  reduce  the 
number  of  coimty  officers  or  of  the  expenses  generally ; 
nothing,  in  fact,  but  a few  roads  taken  off  them.  I 
estimate  the  taxation  on  the  district  within  two  miles 
of  the  Tholsal,  and  outside  the  present  municipal 
boundary,  to  be  got  at  in  this  way — the  valuation  of 
the  municipal  borough  is  .£17,230 ; the  valuation  of 
the  proposed  extended  aim  is  .£9, GOO,  or  a total  of 
.£26,830.  The  amount  of  city  presentments  this  half 
year  is  £1,124;  the  cost  for  roads  and  footpaths  in 
the  proposed  district  for  the  half  year,  £332  ; the  cost 
of  five  lunatics  chargeable  to  that  district  for  the  half 
year,  £30,  the  total  levy  for  the  present  half  year  being 
£1,486,  which  would  require  a rate,  at  Is.  2d.  in  the 
£,  of  £1,565.  Now  the  city  Grand  Jury  cess  for  the 
present  half  year  is  at  the  rate  of  Is.  3 d.  in  the  £ ; 
the  coimty  Grand  Jury  cess  for  the  same  period,  in  the 
barony  of  Gowran,  is  S4d.,  for  Cranagh,  8ld,  and  for 
Shillelogher,  10(7. 

213.  Chairman. — When  you  say  that  do  you  mean 
cess  struck  by  tbe  city  Grand  J ury  here  ? — That  is  the 
county  Grand  Jury  cess.  The  cess  on  these  baronies 
include  Is.  2<7.  per  pound  for  Ross  bridge ; this  would 
still  have  to  be  levied  on  the  new  district.  It  pro- 
duces, on  a valuation  of  £9,600,  exactly  £20  half- 
yearly,  which  could  not  be  assessed  on  the  remainder 
of  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  nor  on  the  present 
municipal  borough  ; therefore,  if  the  general  Grand 
Jury  cess  on  the  city  of  Kilkenny,  and  the  district 
proposed  to  he  taken  in  were  equalized  there  would 
be  a further  charge  on  said  district  of  one  penny  in 
the  pound  for  Ross  bridge,  so  that  that  district  would, 
consequently,  be  more  highly  taxed  than  the  city  of 
Kilkenny. 

214.  Mr.  Billon-. — You  are  making  the  mistake  of 
comparing  our  present  cess  with  what  it  is  at  present, 
lou  are  considering  it  as  it  now  is,  and  not  as  it 
woffid  be  on  the  extended  valuation. 

•Mao fon8*'  * am  taking  it  on  a total  valuation  of 
±.-.6,830,  whatever  that  is,  and  I think  that  will  he 
°n  i t0  -d6  va^uttti°n  with  the  extended  district 
a ded.  By  the  amounts  I have  mentioned,  which 
are  the  sums  actually  to  be  paid  at  this.  Spring  Assizes, 
i appears  that  the  half-yearly  cess  on  the  present  city 
or  municipal  borough  if  equalized  would  be  at  the  rate 
o.  s.  -d.  per  £1  for  the  current  half-year,  and  on  the 
s proposed  to  be  taken  in  it  would  be  Is.  2 id. 
‘ier  , i thus  adding  54 cl.  per  half-year  in  Gowran,  6 d. 
iu'u  , ;year  'm  Cranftgh.  and  4 id.  per  half-year-  in 
bhdlelogher  baronies.  ' 1 * 

-15.  Chairman. — Are  the  two  districts  in  the 
a>^e  ^r-  Burtchael — is  he  county  surveyor  for 
les,  of  course  the  scavenging  does  not  come 


into  his  department ; only  the  maintainance  of  the  Ku 

1-OrtdS.  Mar. 

216.  As  to  the  terms  of  the  resolution  or  protest, 
something  is  said,  I think,  about  injuriously  affecting 
lands  to  be  brought  in.  Now,  all  the  opinions  I have 
heard  expressed  have  been  to  the  effect  that  any  action 
taken  with  reference  to  this  subject  should  not  inter- 
fere with  existing  rights1! — I hope  not.  I may  say 
the  Corporation  called  meetings  here,  and  had  a meet- 
ing here  last  Friday  evening  at  the  Atlieuieum  asking 
the  citizens  to  support  this  movement.  But  no  one 
seemed  to  be  anxious  for  it  and  tlje  thing  fell  down 
there  were  only  four  members  of  the  Corporation  pre- 
sent. There  is  really  no  genuine  feeling  among  the 
rate  payers  to  take  into  the  boundary  the  outside  peo- 
ple. It  is  these  outside  people  after  all  who  support 
them  and  by  whom  they  live,  and  I may  say  that  it  is 
simply  not  a fact  that  the  land  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  town  is  rendered  more  valuable  by  its 
proximity  from  that  fact  except  in  this  way — that  there 
is  a keen  competition  among  shopkeepers  to  get  these 
lands,  and  people  who  make  a little  money  in  the  town 
are  anxious  to  get  a bit  of  land,  but  the  great  compet- 
ition does  not  come  from  outside  at  all. 

217.  No  matter  from  what  quarter  the  cause  may 
proceed,  is  it  not  the  fact  at  least  that  these  hinds  are 
more  productive  or  remunerative  to  the  landlord  1 — 

Yes,  and  the  landlord  gets  the  benefit  of  that.  We 
don’t  deny  that. 

218.  Are  they  not  valued  higher1! — Yes,  and  the 
taxation  comes  higher. 

219.  Is  it  not  valued  higher  because  it  is  closer  to 
a market  town,  and  affords  a ready  opportunity  and 
facilities  for  disposing  of  produce  and  so  on  1 — Yes, 
certainly. 

220.  And  the  facilities  of  coming  to  and  using  the 
railway  and  the  places  of  worship,  and  sending  child- 
ren to  the  schools  *? — Yes,  but  they  pay  for  them  and 
support  them. 

221.  Do  they  use  the  roads  in  that  way  1 — Yes,  hut 
the  town  exists  for  the  support  of  the  country,  the 
fairs  and  markets  are  not  merely  for  the  benefit  of 
towns.  The  amount  consumed  here  is  comparatively 
trifling.  It  is  only  a place  for  exchange.  The  Cor- 
poration make  a large  profit  out  of  these  same  fairs, 
the  fanners  pay  a large  contribution  by  supporting  the 
funds  in  that  and  other  ways.  No  doubt  it  is  a con- 
venience to  have  the  town,  but  it  is  one  they  pay  for. 

They  support  the  markets  and  the  Corporation  bene- 
fits thereby. 

222.  The  population  of  the  municipal  borough  in 
1871  was  19,071,  in  1851  it  was  19,975,  in  1861  it 
was  14,174,  and  in  1871  12,710.  That  is  according 
to  Thom’s  Almanac.  Now  you  will  see  it  decreased 
10  per  cent,  from  '61  to  71,  and  that  rate  of  decrease 
appeal's  to  have  continued.  Therefore  it  may  be  as- 
sumed to  have  further  diminished  8 per  cent,  since 
1871  to  the  present  time,  which  would  give  us  a pre- 
sent population  of  11,694  in  1S79.  Now  if  the  pre- 
sent area  was  considered  to  he  large  enough  for  19,000 
in  1842,  surely  it  is  large  enough  for  12,000  in  1879  ? 

The  tradespeople  in  the  town  aye  supported  by  the 
people  from  the  country  coming  in  and  buying  their 
goods. 

223.  No  doubt,  but  they  have  their  profit  ’—Well 
if  we  use  the  town  we  pay  for  it. 

224.  If  there  was  sanitary  work  to  be  done,  accord- 
ing as  the  law  stands  at  present,  that  portion  outside 
would  pay  the  full  sanitary  rate,  and  one-half  would 
be  paid  by  the  landlord.  If  they  were  brought  in  they 
would  only  pay  one-fourth,  and  no  contribution  ?— 

This  town  is  very  badly  supplied  with  water— there  is 
nothing  to  supply  it  but  pumps,  the  water  of  wlucb 
has  been  pronounced  to  be  very  bad,  it  has  been 
greatly  condemned  by  Dr.  Cameron.  There  are  only 
one  or  two  of  them  wholesome.  Dr.  Cameron  says 
it  contains  a lai-ge  amount  of  sulphate  of  lime,  which 
is  very  injurious,  and  if  expensive  waterworks  were 
brought  in  we  would  have  to  pay  largely  for  it. 

225.  As  the  law  stands  at  present,  you  would  only 
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have  to  pay  one-fourth,  ami  I was  going  to  ask  you  do 
you  think  the  landlords  ought  to  pay  a moiety  of  that? 
— My  opinion  is  that  it  is  as  broad  as  it  is  long.  The 
landlord,  you  may  depend,  will  get  the  best  rent  he 
can.  Tt  is  just  a matter  of  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence.  I think  that  sentiment  brought  into  it  is 
absurd.  A man  can’t  give  more  for  land  than  he  can 
make  out  of  it.  There  is  a very  strong  feeling  that  the 
people  don’t  want  to  be  burgesses  and  members  of  the 
Corporation.  They  want  to  be  let  alone.  They  are 
very  happy  to  come  in  and  support  the  markets  in  the 
town,  and  buy  what  they  want  in  the  shops. 

226.  Don’t  they  generally  use  the  town  for  the 
places  of  worship,  the  trains,  and  so  on  ? — Not  much 
benefit  do  they  get  from  lighting  up  to  the  railway. 
This  week  the  town  is  lighted  by  moonlight.  A lot  of 
smoky  paraffin  lamps  are  not  much  good  in  the  way  of 
lighting  up  the  road  to  the  station  or  through  the 
town. 


227.  Is  there  anything,  in  your  opinion,  exceptional 
in  the  city  of  Kilkenny  to  distinguish  it  so  much  from 
nearly  all  other  places.  We  have  about  113  towns  to 
examine  into,  and  we  have  already  been  at  about  30, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  two,  there  appears  to  be 
perfect  unanimity  about  bringing  in  the  people  outside. 
It  is  only  a question  of  terms,  and  do  you  think  there 
is  anything  exceptional  in  the  case  of  Kilkenny  that 
would  make  a difference  in  the  matter  of  legislation  ? 
— Well,  unless  you  were  Ultimately  acquainted  with 
these  towns  it  is  hard  to  answer  that  question. 

228.  Even  in  other  towns  every  one  of  them  has  an 
improvement  rate,  then  you  see  they  would  have  the 
county  question,  the  Grand  Jury  question,  to  face,  the 
question  of  the  sanitary  rate  and  improvement  rate, 
and  which,  as  the  law  stands  at  present,  may  he 
up  to  Is. ; sanitary  rate,  water  supply,  and  all.  That 
being  so,  and  there  being  no  rate  here  in  the  nature  of 
improvement  rate,  is  there  anything  exceptional  in 
the  case  of  Kilkenny  that  would  make  the  case  one  in 
which  there  should  be  rightly  or  fairly  a difference  of 
legislature  from  those.  We  have  but  to  try  and  do 
the  best  we  can.  We  want  to  know  if  there  is  any- 
thing exceptional  here  to  make  the  views  expressed 
here  so  different  from  what  they  have  been  elsewhere. 
There  is  perfect  unanimity,  or  nearly  so,  in  almost 
every  place  we  have  been. 


iur-  *suum.—u  is  right  to  say  that  the  Com 
missioners  here  before  expressed  a most  favourabl 
opinion  regarding  the  adoption  of  an  extension.  I ma- 
tell  you  in  addition  that  there  is  a very  strong  feelinj 
around  among  the  people  that  their  property  ha 
greatly  deteriorated  in  value  (I  say  that  not  to  nr 
own  knowledge,  but  I hear  it  said) ; that  the  Corpo 
ration  property  has  become  delapidated  in  a verj 
great  measure ; houses  have  fallen  into  mine  a grea" 
many  of  them  are  let  at  ridiculously  low  rents,  anc 
that  the  rental  is  greatly  diminished  within  the  pas 
oo  years.  That  is  not  considered  an  encouragin' 
prospect  by  the  people  who  are  now  sought  to  b< 
brought  in.  ° 


230.  The  whole  expenditure  of  the  town  does  no! 
appear  «,  be  much.  If  they  had  a couple  of  thousand 
a year  more  they  would  not  want  any  rate  at  all,  and 
thmi  it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  those  outside' 
Wdata°n  t What  the  Pr°Perfcy  would  be 

That  is  drawn  attention  to  by 
the  Select  Committee's  Report.  They  say  no  lease 
shall  be  made  that  is  not  first  sanctioned  by  the 
chairman  of  county,  and  also  a calculation  made 
and  sanctioned  by  the  treasurer?— These  are  verv 
proper  provisions.  y 


-32.  If  the  Corporation  property  by  good  manag 
ment  was  made  more  valuable,  there  would  be  almo 
no  county  cess  required  ?— Oh,  if  there  was  no  cessth. 


would  be  all  right,  but  it  is  too  good  to  be  true.  T 
afraid.  The  fact  is  the  rural  people  object  to  thk 
Corporation  government  altogether.  They  don’t  want 
to  be  brought  in  under  the  Corporation  at  all 

233.  Mr.  Cotton.— Do  you  know  whether  any  of 
the  people  now  within  or  just  within  the  municipal 
boundary  would  like  to  have  it  contracted,  would  tW 

like  to  have  it  put  out  of  the  city? Well,  I don’t 

know  ; I would  not  like  to  say.  But  there  are  l 
great  many  people  who  live  outside  and  hold  some 
property  inside,  such  as  Mr.  Smitliwick  and  others 
and  they  object  very  strongly  to  enlargement  and 
would  prefer  much  to  have  it  reduced.  ’ 


234.  Well,  now  about  the  wards,  have  you  formed 
any  opinion  as  to  the  question  of  the  wards,  and 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  form  a new  ward  or 
to  increase  the  existing  ones?— I have  not  considered 
it  much,  but  I think  if  the  country  people  were  thrown 
into  the  present  ward  the  town  would  be  in  the  as- 
cendant. The  town  people  are  too  clever  for  the 
farmers. 

235.  You  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  three 
wards  ? — Certainly.  If  we  were  to  be  made  burgesses 
against  our  will  we  would  prefer  to  have  one  ward  of 
our  own.  I should  not  like  to  be  one.  I don’t 
pretend  to  be  a town  man  and  we  want  to  be  left 
alone  in  the  country. 

236.  That  money  raised  by  the  city  Grand  Jury 
here — do  they  not  pay  a considerable  portion  of  it  over 
to  the  county  at  large  ? — Not  to  the  county  of 
Kilkenny.  The  jail  was  a joint  thing  between  them. 

237.  Do  they  not  pay  to  Ross  bridge  ? — No ; and 
if  we  were  brought  in  we  would  have  to  pay  to  Ross 
bridge. 

238.  Then  in  point  of  fact  the  county  at  large 
charges  in  the  city  are  nothing? — No,  they  only  pay 
for  any  lunatics  or  small  things.  The  city  pays 
share  for  the  lunatics  out  of  the  same  fund  as  the 
county. 

239.  Then  they  pay  tlieir  own  county  surveyor  and 
keep  tlieir  own  roads? — Yes,  and  their  own  secretary 
of  the  Grand  Jury  and  so  on. 

240.  And  have  nothing  to  pay  otherwise? — Yes, 
they  pay  for  half  of  the  court-house.  They  were 
separated  but  were  lately  obliged  to  share.  There  is  a 
separate  Grand  Jury  called  for  the  city. 

241.  How  long  does  the  contribution  to  Ross  bridge 
last  ? — Twelve  more  years  have  to  run.  I may  mention, 
with  regard  to  John’s  bridge,  I had  something  to  do 
with  that  myself.  My  friend  Mr.  Burtchael  asked  me 
to  make  a survey  of  it.  The  matter  was  brought 
before  the  Grand  Jury,  and  the  County  Jury  offered  to 
give  £2,000,  I think.  Tenders  were  got  for  it  for 
£8,000,  and  they  knocked  it  on  the  head.  That  sum 
did  not  even  include  the  taking  down  of  the  present 
one.  Well,  this  question  of  the  bridge  has  started  up. 
If  they  attempt  it  now,  and  they  talk  of  an  iron 
bridge,  which  I think  would  be  a great  mistake  to  put 
it  up.  With  even  a stone  one  they  could  get  it  done 
for  say  £6,000  : then  there  would  be  a temporary 
bridge,  and  taking  down  the  present  one,  you  may  say 
it  would  he  £7,000.  If  the  Grand  Jury  were  still 
willing  to  give  £2,000  that  would  leave  to  be  levied 
about  £5,000,  which  would  he  2d.  in  the  £ for  32 
years ; and  if  an  extended  area  there  would  be  3 d.  in 
the  £ for 

242.  Then  the  extended  area  would  be  paying  3tf. 

in  the  £? — Yes.  . 

243.  And  do  you  think  the  extended  area  shorn 
not  have  to  pay  it? — We  would  pay  something,  hu 
that  would  he  a terrible  thing  to  add  to  all  the  other 
taxes.  Of  course  the  county  ought  to  contribute. 

244.  But  at  present  they  are  not  hound  to  con- 
tribute anything  ? — Yes,  the  county  offered  xSjUl™' 
All  we  want  is  fair  play. 
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245.  Chairman. — Are  you  at  present  living  outside 
the  boundaries  ? — Yes,  I am. 

246.  And  you  are  not  a rate-payer  of  the  city  ? — 


no. 

247.  How  much  land  do  you  hold  ? — 70  acres. 

248.  And  would  all  that  be  taken  in  by  the  pro- 
posed extension  ? — Yes,  every  bit. 

249.  Were  you  ever  living  in  the  city? — Originally 
I was — the  place  where  I lived  was  in  the  liberties  of 
the  city,  and  two  mills  about  me. 

250.  What  was  your  taxation  in  those  days  as  com- 
pared with  now? — It  was  a good  deal  here  in  the  city. 
It  was  higher  since  '44  than  before  it. 

251.  For  a series  of  years  before  you  were  put  out 
of  the  city  what  was  the  county  cess  on  the  average 
would  you  say  ? — Well,  I don’t  know.  We  used  to 
pay  much  more,  I know. 

252.  And  in  point  of  fact  your  taxes  have  been 
considerably  less  for  a series  of  years  than  they  would 
be  if  you  were  in  town  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 

253.  Do  you  think  you  get  great  advantages 
from  the  city? — Yes,  and  disadvantages,  too.  Every- 
thing is  plundered  and  taken  from  you  ; everything  is 
stolen,  and  you  might  as  well  live  two  miles  out.  It 
would  be  better  to  live  three  miles  or  more  from 
Kilkenny  than  near  it. 

254.  But  then  you  would  not  have  to  pay  so  much 
for  your  lands--  they  would  not  be  so  highly  valued  ? 
— That  is  just  what  Mr.  Griffith  said. 

255.  And  is  not  the  fact  that  you  pay  a higher 
rent,  that  the  land  is  valued  higher,  caused  by  your 
being  close  to  the  town? — Yes,  that  is  what  Mr. 


Griffith  told  me,  but  I would  rather  be  three  miles 
away. 

256.  Do  you  use  the  town  largely  ? — I don’t  know 
what  you  mean  exactly. 

257.  Going  into  it  frequently,  buying  and  selling, 
getting  manure,  and  so  on? — Yes,  but  must  pay  very 
high  for  it. 

258.  Do  you  not  sell  your  produce  in  Kilkenny  ? 

Not  for  the  past  4 or  5 years.  I brin"  it  to 
Bagnalstown. 

259.  How— is  it  by  rail  ?— Sometimes,  and  some- 
times by  road  by  horses. 

260.  Do  the  horses  go  through  the  town? No, 

they  go  through  the  new  soldiers’  barracks,  and  go  on 
to  the  left  to  Bagnalstown. 

261.  But  in  so  far  as  you  use  the  railway  you  use 
the  town? — Very  little,  indeed. 

262.  But  those  who  live  at  the  opposite  or  furthest 
side  have  to  pass  through  the  town  to  reach  the 
railway  ? — Oh,  yes,  but  I don’t  live  on  that  side. 

263.  Do  you  not  think  that  those  people  who  come 
through  the  town  and  sell  their  property,  and  derive 
advantages  from  the  town,  using  the  streets,  and 
getting  the  benefits  of  the  lighting,  watering,  <kc., 
should  contribute? — Well,  I don’t  know.  I don’t 
know  wbat  advantage  John’s  bridge  is. 

264.  Do  you  send  in  produce  every  day  ? — No. 

265.  Are  there  not  a number  of  people  who  send  in 
milk  and  poultry,  and  so  on? — Yes,  people  four  miles 
off  send  in  more  poultry  than  people  nearer  town  do. 

266.  Then  the  people  nearer  the  city  are  they  not 
better  off — is  there  not  a saving  of  time  to  them  ? — 
Yes,  they  are  nearer,  no  doubt. 


A/nr.  6,  1*70. 


Mr.  Malont,  Clerk  of  the  Union,  examined. 


267.  Mr.  Exham. — Are  the  Poor  Law  Wards 
coterminous  with  the  municipal? — No,  the  third 
portion  of  St.  Mary’s,  in  fact,  goes  into  the  other 
two — St.  J ohn’s  and  St.  Canice's. 


268.  But  all  comprised  in  the  two  municipal  are 
within  the  three  Poor  Law  Wards  ? — Yes.  There  are 
liberties  attached  to  each  ward. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 
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LISBURN— Uth  JUNE,  1879. 
(Before  C.  P.  Cotton,  Esq.) 


Mr.  John  A. 
Hewston. 


Mr.  John  A.  Hewston,  examined. 


1.  You  are  the  Town  Clerk  of  Lisburn  1 — Yes. 

2.  How  long  is  it  since  you  were  appointed? — I 
was  appointed  in  August,  1874,  when  the  town  was 
put  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act. 

3.  Had  it  been  previously  under  any  other  Act  ? — 
Yes,  tire  old  Municipal  Act,  9 Geo.  IV.,  chap,  82. 

4.  What  is  the  population  of  Lisburn  ? — Over  8,000. 

5.  In  1871  what  was  it? — 8,816.  It  is  believed 
now  to  be  about  11,000. 

6.  Has  it  been  increasing  since  then  ? — It  has. 

7.  Could  you  give  me  an  account  of  the  number  of 
houses  in  the  town? — Yes;  the  present  number  of 
houses  is  about  1,800. 

8.  Is  building  increasing  in  the  town? — Yes.  To 
give  you  an  idea  of  the  buildings,  in  1874  the  valuation 
was  £15,339 ; in  1875  it  was  £15,576,  that  is  an 
increase  of  £200  ; in  1876  it  was  £16,253 ; in  1877, 
£16, 878 ; in  1878,  £17,276 ; and  in  the  present  year, 
£17,869  18a. ; that  is  a regular  constant  increase  in 
it  yearly  since  1874. 

9.  What  is  the  area  of  the  township  ?— The  present 
municipal  boundary  is  640  acres. 

10.  How  is  it  you  have  given  it  in  your  return,  in 
answer  to  the  queries,  as  506  ? — I made  a mistake ; I 
find  from  the  survey  it  is  640 ; that  was  a clerical  error. 
There  is  another  slight  mistake  I find  in  the  return 
that  I wish  to  direct  your  attention  to,  in  answer  to 
query  3. 

11.  I would  rather  you  would  answer  the  questions 
I put  to  you,  and  speak  of  the  queiies  afterwards. 
Are  there  wards? — There  are  no  wards. 

12.  In  what  electoral  divisions  is  the  municipality? 
— It  is  in  four  electoral  divisions ; there  • are  veiy 
small  portions  of  the  town  in  two  of  them. 

13.  Please  give  the  names  of  the  electoral  divisions  ? 
— One  is  Drambeg. 

14.  In  what  county  is  that? — It  is  partly  in  Antrim 
and  partly  in  Down. 

15.  The  principal  portion  of  the  electoral  division 
is  in  what  county  ? — Antrim. 

16.  And  it  comprises  a very  small  portion? — Yes, 
a valuation  of  £81. 

17 . What  is  the  fourth  electoral  division  ; you  said 
there  were  four  ? — Lissare ; that  is  a small  portion 
also. 

18.  In  what  county  is  that  1 — Antrim,  solely. 

19.  Can  you  give  me  the  area  in  each  of  these 
electoral  divisions  ? — I did  give  it  to  you. 

20.  Well,  give  it  to  me  now?— You  refer  to  the 
municipal  area? 

21.  Certainly  ? — I suppose  I may  strike  out  the 
shillings. 

22.  Have  you  got  the  acres,  or  only  the  valuation? 
— I have  the  acres.  . 

23.  Well,  then  give  me  the  acres,  please? — I will 
send  for  them. 

, "What  is  the  acreage  of  the  electoral  division  of 
Lisburn  ? — I can  now  give  you  the  acreage  in  each  of 
the  electoral  divisions.  In  Lissare,  the  acreage  is 
13a.  1b.  25p.  ; in  Drumbeg,  which  is  a portion, 
6a.  Or.  25p.  ; Blaris,  which  is  a portion  only, 
73a.  2r.  Sp.  : and  in  Lisburn  there  is  an  acreage  ol 
545a.  2r.  3p.,  which  gives  a total  of  638  acres. 

25.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  portion  of  the 
electoral  division  of  Lisburn  ?— £15,349  3s. 


26.  In  the  electoral  division  of  Blaris  what  is  the 
valuation  ? — £2, 2 G 2. 

27.  And  in  the  electoral  division  of  Dvumbe®?— 

£81  10s.  _ ,o: 

28.  And  in  Lissare? — £177  5s.,  making  a total  of 
£17,869  ISs.,  winch  is  the  present  valuation. 

29.  The  boundaries  of  the  town  and  these  electoral 
divisions  are  coterminous  ? — No,  they  are  not.  " 

30.  What  were  the  municipal  rates  for  the  last  five 
years? — In  1874  it  was  Is.  ; 1875,  Is.  j 1876.  Is  • 
1877,  Is.  2el.;  1878,  Is.  2d. 

31.  Any  rate  struck  for  this  year  yet? — Not  yet. 

32.  Give  me  the  poor  rate  for  each  of  these  same 
years?— 1874,  Is. ; 1875,  Is.  3d. ; 1876,  Is.  Id.;  1877, 
Is.  2d.  ; 1878,  Is. 

33.  Now  give  me  the  county  cess  for  the  same 
year's?  —1874,  Is.  8d. ; 1875,1s.  lid. ; 1876, Is. lid.; 
1877,  Is.  lOd. ; 1878,  Is.  lOd. 

34.  And  in  1879,  do  you  know  what  it  is?— Well, 
it  is  much  about  the  same  ; I tliink  it  is  Is.  lOd:1  . 

35.  How  many  Commissioners  have  you  1—  Fifteeu. 

36.  And  how  many  persons  are  entitled  to  vote  at 

municipal  elections? — 583.  ‘ ’• 

37.  How  many  of  these  would  he  qualified  to  sit 
as  Commissioners,  if  elected? — About  one-fiftli.  I 
could  not  say  the  exact  number,  but  it  is  over  100. 

38.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  the  question 
whether  the  municipal  boundaries  should  be  extended 
or  altered  in  any  way? — -They  have. 

39.  Have  they  come  to  any  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject?— They  have. 

40;-  On  what  day? — At  the  municipal  meeting  of 
the  Commissioners,  on  the  7th  April. 

41.  How  many  Commissioners  were  present  at  that 

meeting? — Seven.  The  following  resolution  wos 

passed  unanimously : — 

. It  was  proposed  by  Sir.  ltuddy,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Massen,  and  unanimously  passed,  as  an  introduction  to  the 
resolution ; the  clerk  then  read  over  the  proposed  extension 

of  the  municipal  boundary  as  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee, that  is,  that  the  county  Antrim  portion  coinciding 
with  the  parliamentary  boundary  and  county  Down  portion 
be  extended  as  described.” 

The  following  was  the  resolution  : — 

“That  the  proposed  extension  be  adopted,  and  that  the 
clerk  insert  the  same  in  the  queries  to  the  Mumcip* 
Boundaries  Commissioners.” 

42.  And  the  extension  that  is  alluded  to  there  is 
the  one  marked  in  red  on  this  map  ?■ — Yes. 

43.  On  what  ground  do  you  consider  that  it  req 

to  he  extended?— That  there  have  been  a great  romj 
new  houses  built  since  the  time  the  last  boundary 
fixed  in  1874,  when  the  town  was  put  under  the  o 
Improvement  Act.  And  people,  if  brought  wi 
the  municipal  boundary,  would  receive  the 
arising  from  municipal  supervision.  It  u 

crease  the  rateable  property  of  the  towii,  which  w 
enable  the  Commissioners  to  increase  the  muul  1 
advantages.  . . . v# 

44.  Have  you  ascertained  what  additions  B 
of  voters  would  be  brought  in  by  that  extensio 

45.  Have  you  any  idea  what  the  number  won 
be  ? — I could  not  tell.  It  would  not  be  many. 
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46.  Would  it  bring  in  200  ? — I could  not  say. 

47.  You  don’t  know  how  many  it  would  bring  in  who 
would  be  qualified  to  sit  as  Commissioners  ? — No. 

48.  Nor  the  number  of  voters  brought  in  ? — I could 
not  say. 

49.  Would  it  bring  in  some  of  the  villa  residences  ? 
jt  would  bring  in  some  good  residences. 

50.  How  many  1 — It  would  bring  in  Derryvolgie, 
Miss  Gregg’s,  Lisnagarvy,  which  you  have  marked  on 
the  map,  going  to  the  left. 

51.  Yes'? — There  is  then  Avonmore  Lodge,  Mr. 
Garrett’s  and  Brownlee’s,  Alpha  Lodge,  and  the  Union 
Workhouse. 

52.  With  the  exception  of  the  workhouse  these  are 
all  villas  1 — Yes ; there  are  three  on  the  Lisbum-road 
and  on  the  Belfast-road,  but  they  are  not  marked. 
There  was  one  other,  the  Lambeg  Glebe-house,  which 
is  marked  there.  These  ai-e  the  only  ones  of  impor- 
tance. 

53.  How  many  villas  does  that  refer  to  altogether  ? 
— Nine  or  ten  altogether. 

54.  How  far  would  this  new  boundary  proceed,  ex- 
tending from  the  centre  of  the  town? — About  one 
mile.  . 

55.  I see  a place  on  the  map  marked  “The  Planta- 
tion” out  in  that  direction  (referring  to  the  map),  a great 
many  houses  are  just  at  the  boundary  of  the  proposed 
extension ; why  was  that  left  out — it  is  in  the  county 
Down? — I cannot  give  any  particular  reason  for  that ; 
I think  that  a greater  portion  of  the  extension  into  the 
county  Down  coincides  with  the  boundary  of  the  town- 
land  of  Largymore,  and  I think  that  formed  one  of 
the  elements  in  the  minds  of  the  Committee  when 
tracing  it. 

56.  No,  not  at  all;  it  does  not  coincide  with  it  at 
all  ? — I thought  it  did. 

57.  How  is  the  town  of  Lisburn  lit,  by  gas  ? — Yes. 

58.  By  a gas  company  ? — Yes. 

59.  And  the  Commissioners  contract  with  them  ? — 
Yea 

60.  What  are  the  terms  of  the  contract  ? — £1 17s.  6(7. 
per  lamp  for  nine  months’  lighting,  from  15th  August  to 
15th  May,  nine  months,  and  on  the  nights  of  full  moon 
and  two  before  they  are  not  lighted;  on  two  nights  be- 
fore full  moon  and  the  full  moon  they  are  not  lighted. 

61.  That  is  three  nights  ? — Yes. 

62.  And  on  other  nights  how  long  are  they  lighted  ? 
— From  a quarter  of  an  hour  before  sun-set,  until  an 
hour  before  sun-rise,  and  one  half  of  the  lamps  are  ex- 
tinguished at  half  past  ten. 

63.  That  is  in  portions  of  the  town  where  they  are 
not  required  1 — Every  alternate  lamp,  and  on  Saturday 
night  the  lighting  is  extended  for  half  an  hour  longer 
as  it  is  market  night. 

64.  How  many  lamps  are  there  ? — 110. 

65.  How  is  the  town  supplied  with  water? — From 
a reservoir  principally.  It  is  the  property  of  Sir  R. 
Wallace,  the  landlord  of  the  estate. 

66.  Is  it  a new  work  ? — No  ; it  is  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  old. 

67.  Is  the  supply  of  water  considered  good? — It  is. 

68.  Or  are  there  complaints  about  its  quality  or 
quantity  ? — It  is  good  for  domestic  purposes. 

69.  And  for  drinking  ? — Yes. 

70.  Is  there  any  deficiency  of  quantity  ? — It  is  not 
sufficient  for  sewerage  or  watering  the  streets,  for 
which  a larger  supply  would  be  desirable,  but  for 
domestic  purposes  it  is  quite  sufficient. 

. ”!•  Has  there  been  any  project  before  the  Commis- 
sioners for  getting  an  increased  supply  ? — None. 

. ' *'•  How  is  the  town  drained  ? — By  sewers.  There 
is  one  sewer  through  the  town,  and  there  are  a num- 
wr  of  main  sewers  and  drains  from  the  houses. 

1 3.  Where  is  the  main  sewer  discharged? — Into  the 
river.  ° 

It  !^-f.  Ts  *hat  considered  a good  state  of  drainage?— 

75.  That  Is.  2d.  rate  struck  in  1878,  was  any  of  it 
a sewerage  rate? — No,  not  directly  a sewer  rate. 

, e general  assessment  was  ashilling,  and  that  covered 
1 e sewer  rate ; and  the  two  pence  was  a burial  rate. 


76.  And  the  same  in  1877  ? — Yes.  Lmbiibx. 

77.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  the  question  u,  isro. 

whether  they  would  take  the  roads  from  the  Grand  <r^"A 
J ury  ? — It  has  never  been  directly  before  them.  Hewston. 

78.  They  know  they  can  apply  for  the  power  under 
the  Public  Health  Act? — Yes. 

79.  That  they  can  apply,  and  if  they  get  the 
authority  from  the  Local  Government  Board  they 
can  get  the  control  over  the  roads  ? — They  are  aware 
of  these  powers. 

80.  But  they  have  not  taken  any  steps? — They 
have  not. 

81.  Have  you  an  increase  of  buildings  in  the 
Lisburn  direction,  or  in  what  direction  is  it,  or  is  it 

in  more  than  one  direction  in  which  building  has  been  T. 

carried  on;  in  the  first  place  is  there  much  building  • 
outside  the  present  limit? — A good  deal. 

82.  Is  it  confined  to  one  locality  or  is  it  being 
carried  on  equally  all  round? — Equally  all  round, 
principally  in  the  Belfast  direction  and  in  the  close 
vicinity  of  the  town,  that  is  of  the  present  municipal 
boundary. 

83.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  the  ratepayers  of 
the  town  as  regards  the  extension;  I suppose  it  is 
known  pretty  well  you  are  applying  for  an  extension  1 
— I don’t  know. 

84.  Haveyou  heard  anytliingsaid  about  it  ? — Nothing 
on  one  side  or  the  other. 

85.  Have  you  heard  any  opinion  expressed  as  from 
those  you  propose  to  include? — Nothing. 

86.  You  have  not  got  a valuation  of  the  portion 
you  propose  to  take  in  ? — No. 

87.  Can  you  get  it  ? — Except  from  the  Valuation 
Commissioners.  I don’t  see  how  I could  get  it ; with 
some  trouble  I might  get  it. 

88.  I should  like,  if  you  could  get  it,  to  get  the 
approximate  number  of  the  voters  that  would  be 
brought  in  by  the  extension,  and  by  which  it  would 
increase  those  qualified  to  sit  as  Commissioners  if 
elected  ? — I could  not  get  that  at  all,  because  there  is 
one  portion  of  the  town,  in  the  direction  of  Belfast, 
where  houses  are  getting  put  up ; in  one  district.  I 
should  say,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  per  month. 

S9.  Outside  the  present  limit? — Yes;  outside  the 
l ireseut  limit. 

90.  On  what  road  is  that,  is  it  on  the  south  side  of 
the  road  leading  to  the  fold;  ? — Yes. 

91 . Can  you  let  me  have  a copy  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditure  for  the  last  J'ear  ? — Yes.  I may  state, 
there  would  be  about  200  additional  voters  in  that 
district  at  least.  I now  beg  to  hand  in  a copy  of 
the  accounts  audited  by  the  auditor  yesterday  for  the 
year  ending  15th  May,  1879. 

92.  Are  there  any  things  required  to  be  done  in  the 
town  the  Commissioners  are  not  able  to  do  on  account 
of  being  short  of  funds ; you  Bay  in  your  answer  that 
the  addition  in  the  rates  would  enable  the  Commis- 
sioners to  increase  the  municipal  advantages? — Yes. 

93.  In  what  way?— In  flagging,  sewerage,  and 
general  advantages. 

. 94.  I see  the  sum  put  down  for  flagging  is  very 
large,  £966? — Yes.  ■ 

95.  Does  the  county  contribute  anything?— A little, 

about  half;  by  the  contract  it  was  slightly  under  the 
haif.  . . 

96.  And  is  that  a recurring  expenditure.  In  other 
years  is  it  nearly  as  large  as  that  ? — It  is  not. 

97.  Because  it  seems  so  very  large?— It  was  one 
large  contract,  and  the  greater  portion  of  it  comes  in 
this  year-. 

98.  Besides  additional  flagging,  what  else  is  there 
that  the  Commissioners  would  do  by  additional  rates 
if  they  got  them? — Under  the  general  expenditure 
they  would  extend  the  lighting. 

99.  Exactly ; well,  I want  to  know  what  portion  ot 
that  comes  under  the  head  of  general  expenditure— is 
the  lighting  satisfactory  ? — It  is. 

100.  Then  that  does  not  require  improvement  l-  ■ 

Well,  except  at  present,  lighting  extends  very  close  to 
the  present  municipal  boundary. 
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101.  Is  it  contemplated  by  the  Commissioners  that 
if  they  extended  the  boundary  they  would  extend  the 
lighting  along  the  roads  ? — They  would  extend  all  the 
advantages. 

102.  They  would  light  all  the  roads  up  to  the 
limits  of  the  boundary! — Not  entirely  up  to  the 
limits. 

103.  That  is  what  I want  to  know;  what  would 
they  propose ; would  they  propose  to  light  as  far  as 


there  were  buildings  alongside  of  the  road  1— Yea 
There  is  a great  deal  more  sewerage  and  flag-hug  to  be 
done.  ° ° 

104.  Sewerage  and  flagging  are  two  things  for  which 

they  want  more  money  ?— Yes.  Flagging  forms  a rerv 
heavy  item  in  the  expenditure  of  the  Commissioners' 

105.  Is  there  anything  that  occurs  to  you  y0u 
would  wish  to  mention  in  addition  to  your  previous 
evidence  ? — I don’t  know  of  anything. 


Mr.  John  M‘Henry  examined. 


106.  You  are  the  Borough  Surveyor! — I am. 

107.  And  you  prepared  this  map  before  us,  I sup- 
pose!— I did. 

108.  And  this  red  line  shows  what  the  Commis- 
sioners wish  by  resolution  to  adopt  as  the  extension  1 
— That  is  marked  according  to  ray  instructions,  going 
over  the  ground  with  the  Committee. 

109.  Could  you  explain  what  piunciple  guided  the. 
Committee  in  extending  the  line  in  different  directions ; 
why  was  it  not  extended  more  out  to  take  in  large 
buildings  and  works  X see  at  Lambeg !—  I think  they 
would  have  objected  to  that  on  account  of  their  being 
so  highly  rated  at  the  present  time  ; the  owners  would 
object.  That  was  the  reason  that  guided  them.  I 
think  that  was  one  reason ; it  would  have  been  an 
unnecessary  extension  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  taxa- 
tion on  these  premises  is  very  high  at  present. 

110.  I see  there  is  a collection  of  houses  that  are 
marked  on  the  map — a sort  of  village — The  Plantation, 
why  was  uot  that  taken  in ; you  see  you  came  by  it ! 
— That  is  occupied  as  far  as  I know  by  the  weavers 
and  manufacturers  of  linen.  It  was  considered,  bein'- 
on  an  elevated  position,  and  having  what  was  con- 
sidered a pretty  fair  means  of  carrying  off  the  sewage 
and  all  that,  it  would  be  better  to  leave  that  portion 
out,  and  confine  the  boundary  to  a well-defined  stream, 
which  there  is. 

111.  It  is  a stream  in  what  townland! — Bally- 
mullen. 


112.  In  the  townland  of  Ballymullen  the  boundary 
is  defined  by  a stream.  The  boundary  of  the  townland 
of  Largymore,  how  is  that  cut!— That  was  by  a 
straight  fence  from  one  road  to  the  other,  and  also  by 
another  straight  fence,  so  as  to  make  it  a well  defined 
boundary. 

113.  You  seem  to  have  gone  but  of  your  way  to 
leave  out  the  house  at  Largymore !— Simply,  it  was 
considered,  on  account  of  its  position,  it  was  not 
desirable  to  take  it  in.  That  was  the  only  ground  as 
far  as  I know. 


I1L  You  actually  put  your  boundary  round  it,  and 
left  it  out!— Because  that  formed  the  boundary  of  the 
leased  portion  belonging  to  Mr.  Ward. 

115.  Who  is  the  owner  of  that  house  1— Yes,  and 
another  point  I wish  to  explain  is,  that  we  did  not 
wish  to  go  on  rateable  property,  leasehold ; we  wished 
to  confine  ourselves  to  what  is  termed  townparks,  and 
not  to  go  into  leasehold  property  at  all.  This  is  con- 
fined to  townparks  generally,  with  the  exception  of 
that  one  house  of  Derryvolgie. 

116  It  is  in  respect  of  townparks,  except  in  the 
case  of  the  house  of  Derryvolgie  and  Lisnagarvy  1 


117.  And,  I suppose,  Avonmore  !— Yes,  that  is  a! 
leased  too. 

H8  Well,  then,  on  this  road,  the  road  going  soutl 
ward  from  that,  it  seems  to  have  a good  many  house 
on  it,  why  was  not  that  brought  in— do  you  see  wher 
I mean!— I do,  perfectly.  It  was  mixed  up  wit 
leasehold  property  and  townparks,  and  there  was  ver 
great  difficulty  in  making  the  distinction,  and  it  wa 
considered  that  on  that  road,  as  buildings  were  nc 
likely  to  extend,  it  would  not  be  advantageous  to  tak 
it  m any  further  than  the  well-defined  boundary  a 
Town  view.  J 


119.  Well,  then,  as  to  the  rest  of  the  boundary?— 
The  parliamentary  boundary  on  the  north  side,  and 
the  river  Lagan  on  the  south  side,  they  are  entirely 
in  the  county  Antrim. 

1 20.  Have  you  calculated  what  additional  area  that 
would  give  you !— Yes,  I did. 

120.  How  much  would  it  be! — 1,000  acres-  the 
boundary  as  now  shown  by  the  red  line  will  contain 
1,840  acres. 

121.  How  many  people  would  it  be  likely  to  bring 
in  that  would  have  a vote  1 — I should  say  it  would 
bring  in  about  300  people. 

122.  And  how  many  of  these  would  be  rated  high 
enough  to  be  Commissioners,  if  they  were  elected  !— 
About  eight. 

123.  And  most  of  that  extension  would  be  agricul- 
tural 1 — Yes,  but  likely  to  fall  in  as  villa  sites  and 
building-ground,  because  in  a certain  portion  our 
buildings  are  extending  almost  to  the  limits  of  our 
proposed  new  boundary. 

124.  On  what  roads! — On  the  Belfast-road,  and 
also  in  the  opposite  direction — in  the  direction  of 
Moira. 

125.  About  the  drainage  of  the  town,  how  is  that 
effected  1 — A large  quantity  of  drainage  flows  into  the 
stream  that  runs  through  the  town,  and  it  is  generally 
carried  off  into  the  river  Lagan. 

126.  Is  it  an  open  sewer! — It  is. 

127.  Will  you  show  me  the  course  of  it  on  the  map ! 
— (The  witness  showed  it  on  the  map). 

128.  That  carries  the  drainage  in  what  way?— 
Through  the  parliamentary  section. 

129.  Is  there  any  other  main,  outlet  for  sewerage?— 
Yes  ; there  is  a barrel  sewer  that  runs  down  to  the 
river  Lagan  here ; and  there  is  another  for  Seymour- 
street,  that  is  carried  directly  through  the  Rowels. 
That  is  the  name  of  that  particular  section  of  the  town, 
and  that  is  earned  into  the  stream  also. 

130.  Is  it  carried  into  the  river  or  into  the  mill 
stream ! — It  is  carried  into  the  mill  stream. 

131.  Has  there  ever  been  any  objection  to  that  !— 
No. 

132.  Then  there  was  a question  at  a former  Commis- 
sion about  covering  in  that  part  of  the  stream  ? — Thai 
has  been  considered  by  the  Commissioners. 

133.  Has  anything  been  done  since  that  time  by  the 
Commissioners  ? — Yes ; they  have  kept  it  properly 
cleaned  out  every  year,  so  that  it  is  not  so  objectionable 
as  it  h iil  been  before  the  town  came  under  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act. 

134.  It  is  dredged? — Yes. 

135.  Has  it  a paved  bottom  that  stream  ? — Rart  01 

it  is,  and  part  of  it  is  not.  . 

136.  And  what  is  done  with  what  is  taken  outo 
it  ? — The  refuse ! 

137.  Yes  ? — Portion  of  it  is  thrown  into  an  adjoin- 
ing field,  and  the  remainder  where  it  could  be  got 
is  taken  off. 

138.  Carried  away! — Yes.  . . 

139.  That  is  under  your  superintendence,  is ”° 
No,  it  is  under  the  superintendence  of  a sub-sanitary 
officer. 

140.  The  whole  of  the  drainage  of  Lisburn  go® 
straight  into  the  river  one  way  or  the  other 
does. 
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141.  Has  any  question  ever  been  raised  about  it  ? — 
No. 

142.  Has  there  been  any  other  scheme  of  drainage 
proposed  for  the  town  ? — Not  as  yet. 

143.  What  proposal  has  been  made  to  improve  that 
open  drainage  ? — To  cover  it  over  by  a large  arch. 

144.  Merely  to  arch  it,  and  put  an  invert  to  it? — 
Certainly. 

145.  Has  there  been  any  estimate  as  to  the  cost  of 
that? — I believe  there  was. 

146.  Do  yon  remember  how  much  ? — X don’t  re- 
member exactly.  It  is  a number  of  years  since  it  was 
made  out.  I don’t  remember  what  the  probable  cost 
would  be,  but  it  was  contracted  either  to  arrest  this 
by  making  a sewer  down  Antrim-lane. 

147.  Antrim-street  it  is  called  here  ? — Yes,  Antrim- 
street ; and  the  case  was  before  the  Commissioners,  but 
they  did  not  see  their  way  to  burden  the  ratepayers 
with  the  amount  at  that  time,  and  another  objection 
was  we  had  not  sufficient  water  at  our  command  to 
flush  it. 

148.  I see  there  was  an  allusion  to  the  flooding  of 
Antrim-lane  on  different  occasions  ? — Yes. 

149.  Just  explain  that:  why  does  flooding  come 
there? — It  comes  from  the  town  reservoir,  and  the 
catchment  basin  being  of  an  imperfect  description,  and 
when  there  is  heavy  rain  in  winter,  there  is  a great 
quantity  of  water  constantly  thrown  down  by  the 
reservoir  on  the  lower  portion  of  the  town,  and  on 
such  a portion  that  the  outlet  of  the  stream  in  Bow- 
street  is  not  sufficient  to  vent  it.  The  outlet  for  this 
stream  through  Bow-street  is  not  sufficient,  and  the 
consequence  of  that  is,  it  is  penned  up  on  the  lower 
portion  of  the  town. 

150.  Could  that  be  remedied  ?— That  was  one  of  the 
propositions  in  connexion  with  this  proposed  sewer, 
that  a quantity  of  this  water  might  be  taken  into  the 
sewer,  and  delivered  below  the  bridge,  that  is  under 
Bow-street. 

151.  And  making  the  sewerage  discharge  higher 
into  the  river  there  ? — Yes ; through  Bow-street  into 
the  Lagan,  where  we  have  sufficient  vent  to  carry  off 
the  water  likely  to  accumulate  there. 

152.  Does  that  flooding  in  Anne-street  flow  up  the 
sewer  there?— Yes,  it  does. 

153.  And  the  flood  water  is  partly  sewage  at  that 

particular  time  ?— Yes. 

154.  Whereabouts  is  the  reservoir  ?— It  is  in  the 
town  land  of  Augherloe. 

155.  About  a mile  and  a half  from  the  town?— Yes. 

106.  Do  you  know  the  size  of  it?— Two  acres  one 

r0°<i',  “ wa3  extended  -within  the  last  three  years. 
WanLf7  ^ Gommissiouevs  No  1 by  Sir  Richard 

10,5».OoS 'UMC  ^ : 

--It  do£‘ 063  that  SUpply  Wgh  Pressure  *be  town? 

160.  To  the  highest  part  of  the  town  ?— Yes. 


161.  And  it  is  sufficient  for  domestic  purposes,  but  Iisbubm. 
not  for  the  watering  of  the  streets  or  sewerage? — It  Juntu,  lm, 
requires  to  be  regulated  in  summer  time,  so  that  it  has 

to  be  taken  off  one  portion  of  the  town  and  given  to  M‘ Henry, 
another.  It  does  not  give  a sufficient  supply  during 
drought. 

162.  Does  that  partial  supply  last  only  about  a 
month  of  the  year  1— -About  that. 

163.  How  are  the  streets  watered  now  ? — When  we 
luive  a supply  of  water  running  over  at  the  reservoir, 
the  Commissioners  are  allowed  to  draw  water  out,  and 
I believe  Mr.  Capron  has  intimated  to  the  latter  that 
they  could  come  in  and  use  it  then.  But  when  it  does 
not  run  over,  and  there  is  an  apprehension  of  drought, 
the  Commissioners  must  find  some  other  means  until 
we  make  arrangements  for  giving  compensation  to  the 
reservoir. 

164.  Who  is  Mr.  Capron? — He  is  Sir  R.  Wallace’s 
agent. 

165.  Do  the  Commissioners  draw  water  from  the 
river  by  carts  ? — They  have  had  to  do  it  in  former 
years,  and  no  doubt  they  would  have  to  do  so  now 
provided  they  could  not  get  it  through  the  pipes. 

166.  Is  the  supply  of  water  sufficient  to  be  of  any 
use  in  case  of  fire? — It  has  not  been  as  good  as  we 
would  like  it. 

1 67.  That  is,  the  pressure  is  not  as  good  ? — The 
pressure  is  very  good  if  we  had  an  independent  main 
laid  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  fires  only. 

168.  But  the  working  mains  are  not  sufficient  for 
that  supply  ? — In  some  parts  of  the  town  they  are ; 
in  other  parts  they  are  not. 

169.  1 see  it  stated  there  is  a fire  brigade  here? — 

Yes. 

170.  What  means  have  they? — They  have  two 
engines. 

171.  Hand-engines? — Yes;  a new  pipe  was  laid 
about  twelve  years  ago  for  a certain  section  of  the 
town,  a six-inch  main,  and  where  they  could  come 
in  contact  with  that  for  a supply  in  case  of  fire,  it 
would  be  good.  Unfortunately,  in  this  part  of  the 
town,  the  old  main  is  still  in  existence,  and  it  is 
not  what  I would  consider  a proper  supply. 

172.  Is  the  reservoir  capable  of  being  extended? 

— It  is,  to  the  extent  of  another  half  acre,  but  about 
half  a mile  higher  up  we  have  means  of  making  it 
from,  say  three  to  four  acres,  so  that  we  could  confine 
it  and  let  it  down  to  keep  the  reservoir  always  full. 

That  is  under  consideration  at  the  present  moment. 

173.  Has  there  been  anything  about  an  estimate  of 
that? — No,  sir;  I have  got  instructions  to  survey  and 
make  a report.  It  is  a matter  the  landlord  will  do 
when  it  is  properly  ventilated. 

174.  Then  it  has  not  been  under  the  notice  of  the 
Town  Commissioners  at  all? — No,  it  was  not. 

175.  The  Town  Commissioners  are  interested  in  it 
because  if  it  was  not  done  by  some  one,  the  Town 
Commissioners  will  be  called  on  to  do  it  ?- — Certainly. 

176.  Is  there  anything  you  wish  to  add? — No;  I 
shall  be  happy  to  answer  anything. 


Mr.  David  Beatty,  j.p.,  examined. 


re  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioner! 


177.  You  a 
-Yes. 

whel8to!°U  f 6 u?f°rtunately  not  able  to  atter 
wasl.lqUe?,10n°fthe  extension  of  the  boimdar 
1 was  1—270  ’ and  1 ver7  mucl1  regretted  th 

sioiei  Ld°n  t ??u  for  the  opinion  oftheCommi 
o^r’^r36  \udl  gGt  that  W mother  Commi 
h6re>  bUt2  '"m  be  baPP7  ha1 
Sr  S ^ 011  ^eet  ?_I  heard  yc 
generaliT^P?enry’  fether  the  people  of  the  tow 
181  TW  • aTre  wbat  was  contemplated. 

Yes.  T m 18  wba.t  the  Commissioners  wish  for  7- 
7 remark  Particularly,  if  you  refer  to  yot 


notes,  that  the  number  of  Commissioners  who  were 
present  on  that  occasion  was  very  small. 

182.  Well,  there  were  seven  out  of  fifteen.  If  you 
wish  to  give  us  what  you  think  was  the  opinion  of  the 
absent  Commissioners  we  will  be  happy  to  take  it  ? — 
My  being  compelled  to  remain  in  my  house  for  many 
months  has  prevented  me  from  having  the  opportunity 
I would  have  of  conferring  with  the  general  body,  and 
it  is  only  this  morning,  since  I came  into  this  court, 
that  I have  seen  that  map.  I may  say  that  if  I had 
been  in  my  usual  health  and  in  my  proper  place  in  the 
board-room  when  that  was  proposed,  I certainly  would 
have  made  strenuous  objections  against  it.  I will  be 
glad  to  give  you  my  reasons.  I know  that  a great 


Mr.  David 
Beatty,  j.p. 
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number  of  persons  in  this  town  who  are  to  a great 
extent  humble,  a great  number  of  them  are  workers 
in  the  large  mills  here  belonging  to  Mr.  Barbour,  Mr. 
Stewart,  aud  the  Island  Spinning  Co.,  and  they  call  to 
me  frequently  about  the  question  of  their  burdens  ; 
and  I am  quite  convinced  in  my  mind  that  if  this  goes 
on  to  the  extent — mind  you,  I would  not  for  an  instant 
curtail  it  altogether,  quite  the  contrary,  because  there 
are  parts  of  the  town  in  which  it  would  be  considered 
beneficial  and  great  good  would  arise,  but  to  add  1,000 
acres  to  600  seems  to  me  overwhelming. 

183.  It  would  be  too  heavy  on  the  present  rate- 
payers 1 — Yes. 

1S4.  What  parts  of  the  town  could  be  extended 
beneficially  ? — I think  there  is  veiy  littje  room  for 
extension  on  the  Co.  Antrim  side.  On  the  Co.  Down 
side  I have  it  from  my  brother  Commissioners  that 
they  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  extend  to  a certain 
stream  on  the  Hillliali  road  in  the  Co.  Down. 

185.  That  is  Mr.  Barbour’s  stream  that  Mr. 
M ‘Henry  alluded  to  ? — Yes. 

186.  In  the  townland  of  Bally  mu  lien  and  Largey- 
more  ? — Yes. 

1 87.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  question  whether 
it  would  be  advisible  for  the  Commissioners  to  take  up 
the  care  of  the  roads  from  the  Grand  Jury? — Indeed 
I would  be  sony  they  should  do  anything  of  the 
kind. 

188.  You  would  be  against  it  ? — Yes. 

189.  Has  it  been  the  subject  of  consideration  by 
the  Commissioners  as  a body  ? — No ; I cannot  recollect 
any  occasion  on  which  it  was  considered. 

190.  Do  you  think  the  roads  well  kept  by  the 
county  ? — Very  well. 

191.  And  that  you  would  be  no  gainers  by  becom- 
ing the  road  authority '? — Quite  the  contrary,  in  my 
opinion. 

192.  Do  you  think  the  town  is  fairly  lighted  and 
that  the  gas  is  sufficient? — Very  well  lighted. 

1 93.  And  that  no  more  lamps  are  wanted  at  pre- 
sent ? — We  have  put  them  in  when  necessary ; I don’t 
know  at  the  present  time  that  there  is  one  wanted. 

194.  Do  you  consider  the  water  supply  sufficient  ? 
— It  is,  with  the  exception  that  they  cannot  spare  so 
much  as  to  water  the  streets. 

195.  But  with  that  exception  there  is  enough?— 
1 es ; aud.  it  is  excellent  water.  The  Commissioners 
have  had  it  tried  by  competent  persons  in  Belfast,  aud 
there  was  no  fault  found  with  it. 


196.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  state  of  the  drain- 
age ?— Yes ; we  have  done  a great  deal,  many  hundred 
feet,  of  drainage  for  the  town  within  the'  last  feu- 
years. 

197.  Yon  know  the  open  stream  that  has  been 
talked  of  as  receiving  the  drainage  of  a great  part  of 
the  town  1 — I know  it  well.  It  goes  by  my  garden 
where  I have  lived  all  my  lifetime. 

198.  Are  you  of  opinion  it  could  he  covered  un 
easily  in  some  way  ? — Yes ; if  the  expenditure  would 
not  be  too  great. 

199.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  considered  the 
question  of  the  expense  of  it  ? — No  ; they  have  never 
done  so.  They  have  always  thought  it  was  too  ina«. 
nificeat  a job  for  them  to  take  in  hands. 

200.  If  they  liave  never  asked  the  expense  tliev 
could  never  know? — I have  not  gone  into  that.  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  see  it  done  to-morrow. 

201.  Is  it  in  its  present  state  a nuisance  to  you!— 
I don’t  feel  it  to  be  so,  though,  I believe,  some  other 
people  do. 

202.  Is  there  any  smell  from  it  ? — Yes ; in  the  heat 
of  summer. 

203.  Surely  that  is  a nuisance? — No  doubt  of  that. 
A good  deal  of  that  comes  from  Messrs.  Stewart’s  mill, 
which  lies  on  the  my  verge  of  it.  I recollect  tin 
time  when  the  water  which  flows  along  there,  when 
there  was  no  other  place  to  take  the  cattle  to  get  water 
except  this  water  which  runs  along  what  is  called  now 
Anne-street,  and  it  was  most  pure;  in  fact,  it  was 
coming  from  the  same  source  as  the  general  reservoir 
which  supplies  the  town.  There  has  been  a great  deal 
done  by  the  present  and  former  proprietors  with  regard 
to  supplying  the  town  with  water — a very  great  deal. 
I should  say  there  has  been  not  less  than  from  .£2,000 
to  .£'3,000  spent  in  that  direction.  I was  glad  to  heal- 
ths observations  made  by  Mr.  M ‘Henry  speaking  of 
the  water.  There  is  a place  about  three  miles  from  the 
town  where  there  might  be  three  or  four  acres  got  that 
would  raise  as  much  water  as  would  from  time  to'tiui- 
keep  the  grand  basin  perpetually  full.  Of  course  the 
property  woidd  have  to  be  purchased  from  the  tenants. 

204.  Is  there  anything  else  yon  wish  to  add? — I 
have  no  doubt  on  my  mind  that  there  woidd  be  a great 
outcry  amongst  the  humble  people. 

205.  The  ratepayers  inside  the  town? — Yes;  the 
ratepayers  that  would  come  within  if  the  borough  was 
extended. 

206.  Is  it  uttei-ly  outside  or  is  it  those  living  in  the 
town? — Those  living  outside  as  well  as  in. 


Mr.  W illiam  Savage  examined. 


207.  You  are  a Commissioner  ? — I am. 

208.  And  you  are  cognizant  of  all  those  proceedings 

about  the  extension? — I am,  most  of  them.  ° 

209.  Tell  us  your  opinion,  and  the  opinion  of  your 
fellow  Commissioners,  as  far  as  you  know  on  'that 
subject? — Well,  my  own  opinion,  and  I believe  the 
opinion  of  several  who  were  not  present,  were  in  favour 
of  an  extension.  Some  of  them  may  have  differed  as 
to  the  various  points  to  which  they' should  go,  but  I 
may  say  that  taking  the  number  of  Commissioners 
who  were  present  on  that  day,  and  on  which  the 
resolution  was  framed— that  there  were  other  Com- 
missioners who  were  absent  that  day 

210.  Besides  the  Chairman  there  were  seven  absent  ? 
—Yes;  but  there  were  some  of  those  absent  that 
were  members  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
and  define  the  bonndary. 

211.  Then,  of  course,  their  feelings  were  known 
although  they  were  not  present  to  join  with  the  others 
in  giving  an  opinion  ? — TLose  present  were  unanimous 

212.  What  is  your  view  of  the  reasons  for  this  par- 
ticular extension  ? — My  own  opinion  is  that  the  present 
boundary  is  too  limited,  that  there  are  several  villas 
immediately  adjoining  it,  and  In  close  proximity  to  it 


that  received  all  the  advantages  from  being  so  closely 
situate  to  the  town,  and  received  the  benefits  of  light- 
ing near  each  of  their  doors,  and  which  do  not  contri- 
bute one  penny  of  taxes ; and  I consider  it  would  be 
only  just  to  those  living  in  the  town  that  they  should 
contribute  their  proportion  to  the  rates. 

213.  That  they  should  contribute  something  ?— Yes. 

214.  And  do  you  think,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  by  which  agricultural 
land  pays  only  one-fourth,  that  that  is  a fair  contribu- 
tion %— I do.  I think  the  townparks,  as  they  are  about 
Lisburn,  and  the  rates  at  which  they  are  let,  that  a 
quarter  of  the  rates  is  a very  fair  proportion. 

215.  How  far  from  the  centre  of  the  town  could 
you  say  such  advantages  exist,  that  you  would  call  on 
the  people  to  be  contributors  ? — I would  say  about  a 
mile.  There  may  be  some  cases  where  it  would  not 
extend  to  a mile,  and  there  might  be  some  points 
where  we  might  go  further  along  the  leading  road- 
We  might  go  further  all  along  the  leading  road,  tlie 
advantages  would  go  further. 

216.  Towards  the  north-east  apparently  when  there 
are  such  large  works,  do  they  derive  such  advantage? 
from  proximity  to  Lisburn  ? — Decidedly,  they  do. 
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217.  You  Lave  not  put  them  within  your  extended 
boundary  ? — My  own  view  would  have  been  to  have 
included  them. 

218.  How  far  would  you  have  gone  in  that  direc- 
tion 1 — I may  say  there  was  a feeling  as  far  us  the 
Gleumore  and  Hiliden  works,  there  was  a feeling  that 
as  they  had  a good  organization  themselves  for  sanitary 
arrangements.  I think  there  was  a feeling  amongst 
some  of  the  Commissioners  that  it  might  not  he  wise 
to  take  in  these  works. 

219.  Do  you  mean  a fear  of  preventing  opposition  1 
—I  don't  know  there  would  be  opposition,  though  I 
am  not  certain.  Mr.  Barbour  would  not  give  much 
opposition,  chough  I did  not  hear  him  saying  so.  My 
brother  Commissioners  tell  me  that  he  said  he  would 
not  give  us  very  decided  opposition. 

220.  But  in  the  other  direction  your  private  view 
is  that  this  red  boundary  is  a fair  one  ? — Yes,  I believe 
so. 

221.  But  you  did  not  go  into  details  as  to  the 
number  of  voters  that  it  would  add,  or  the  valuation  1 
— No,  we  did  not,  but  I think  Mr.  M'Henry  has 
stated  the  number  as  300.  I think  that  is  exaggerated. 
I don’t  think  it  would  take  iu  300  at  all.  I would 
guess  it  as  between  150  and  200. 

222.  Had  the  Commissioners  before  them  the  ques- 
tion of  and  the  consideration  what  additional  cost  the 
lighting  of  this  extended  area  would  be,  so  far  as  they 
would  light  it  ? — J don’t  think  they  have  gone  into 
that  matter,  not  knowing  whether  they  are  to  get  that 
extension  or  not,  but  I have  not  the  least  doubt  that 
each  one  in  his  own  mind  has  come  to  the  conclusion 
I myself  did,  that  they  would  be  able  at  the  present 
rates,  and  with  perhaps  a loss  rate,  to  give  a better 
lighting  to  the  outskirts  of  the  town  outside  the  present 
limits.  The  present  lighting  I consider  very  good, 
but  there  are  points  outside  that  are  not  lighted. 

223.  And  that  require  to  be  lighted  1 — Yes. 

224.  In  what  direction? — Towards  Mr.  Pirn's  at 
Lisnagarvy.  It  is  a valuable  house ; I don’t  know 
what  the  valuation  is,  but  it  is  very  large,  aud  I con- 
sider that  house  ought  to  be  brought  in  too. 

225.  Is  the  gate  lodge  of  that  house  in  your  present 
boundary?— No,  it  is  not. 

^ 226.  It  is  outside,  but  at  it? — Yes,  immediately  at 

227.  Is  there  any  lamp  near  it  ? — No,  there  is  no 
lamp  showing  light  that  touches  that.  It  is  a house 


of  good  valuation.  The  persons  who  reside  in  the 
house  receive  the  benefit  of  lights  all  the  way  as  far 
as  they  go. 

227.  How  fiir  is  that  road  lit  1— About  400  yards. 

22S.  There  is  one  lamp  ut  the  junction  near  the 
lodge  house,  aud  one  half  way  between  that  and  Lis- 
nagarvy ? — Yes. 

229.  How  many  lights  do  you  think  there  ought  to 
be  there  1 — I think  there  should  he  two  lights  there 
along  that  way. 

230.  And  in  what  other  direction  do  you  think 
there  should  he  more  lighting  ?— Along  the  Belfast- 
I'oad.  It  is  a very  dark  road,  aud  there  are  a great 
number  of  houses  there,  extending  along  the  road  and 
outside  the  boundary.  There  is  not  enough  lighting 
there. 

231.  Do  your  observations  apply  to  any  of  the 
roads  leading  south  1 — Leading  south.  There  is  a road 
leading  to  Hillsborough.  There  is  but  one  on  that 
road,  and  on  the  way  is  situate  the  workhouse  grounds, 
aud  tlie  new  cemetery.  I believe  there  should  be 
more  lights  there.  Then  there  is  Alpha-lodge,  these 
houses  would  be  brought  in  by  the  extension,  and  I 
think  from  the  additional  rates  that  would  be  got, 
that  there  should  be  lights  put  on  these  roads. 

232.  Is  there  any  other  going  on  along  the  Dublin 
road,  outside  the  limits  that  requires  lighting? — Yes ; 
there  are. 

233.  Don’t  you  think  there  is  an  increase  of  the 
lighting  required  on  all  the  roads  at  present  1— Yes ; 
an  increase  on  the  roads  approaching  the  town  in  all 
directions. 

234.  Do  you  contemplate  giving  any  water  supply 
to  this  extended  area? — The  Commissioners  have  not 
charge  of  the  water. 

235.  Have  they  no  control  over  it  at  all ; for  if  it 
was  not  given  by  some  one  they  would  have  to  provide 
it  ? — Sir  R.  "Wallace  provides  it.  On  a fee-farm  grant 
on  the  lease,  there  is  a water-rate  charged  and  he 
gives  them  the  water. 

236.  If  there  was  no  water  supply  the  Commis- 
sioners would  have  to  find  one — have  they  considered 
that? — They  have  not  hitherto.  Sir  R.  Wallace  has 
always  shown  an  anxiety  to  meet  the  increasing  wants 
of  the  town. 

237.  That  is  as  evident  as  possible,  and  they  assume 
that  whatever  will  be  wanted  will  be  supplied? — 
Yes. 


Mr.  Edmond  Jefferson  examined. 


23S.  You  are  a Town  Commissioner  of  Lisburn  ? — 
I am.  I may  state  that  I was  on  the  Committee  that 
considered  the  question  of  an  extension  at  first,  but 
atterly  I had  not  been  able  to  attend  its  meetings. 


239.  Yon  were  not  at  the  meeting  on  the  7th  of 
April? — I was  not,  but  I was  at  the  Committee 
meeting. 

240.  And  you  approve  of  what  was  done  1 — Yes. 


Mr.  John  Ritchie  examined. 


241  Is  there  anything  yon  would  like  to  add  t 
ve,that  1x115  teen  already  given  ? — Nothin' 
lltfcle  exception.  I may  say  that  I also  cox 
i . ...  e J1™5  that  have  been  previously  expressed 
cut  with  reference  to  what  you  have  heard-that  ther 
re  o y seven  who  attended  the  meeting  at  whic 


it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  seek  an  extension  of 
the  town  boundary,  I may  say  that  the  subject  hud 
come  up  at  other  meetings  before  the  Commissioners, 
who  were  then  absent,  and  they  all  approved  of  it. 
Every  time  it  came  up  and  it  was  talked  of  they  ap- 
proved of  it.  It  was  talked  of  at  several  meetings. 


Dr.  Samuel  Musgrave  examined. 


N**  a™  your  views  on  the  subject  of 

vhat  a.  Savage  Los  said.  There  .is  just  one  th 
la«.S?rCL  me'  , 0ne  reason  for  not  taking  iu  th 
Osborn?’’  Populated  districts  bey, 

Zt  thT  y-H?ld“,  G1e»u»re,  and  Lrunbeg 
tSut^i0’Jtt0f  C»»»i«iouers  are  to  fc 
to  Sr'™*' th\Acl  »f  Parliament  in  refers 
hmg.  . Under  the  present  law  we  cannot  hi 


watchmen  for  watching  the  streets  of  our  own  town, 
except  the  police,  and  the  cost  would  be  so  great- that 
we  would  be  quite  precluded  from  having  watchmen. 
If  we  cannot  watch  the  town  itself  we  could  not  watch 
the  outlying  districts,-  which  are  inhabited  by  the 
working  people,  and  who  would  probably  cause isome 
trouble. 

243.  And  it  is  now  simply  patrolled  by  the  con- 
stabulary?— Yes;  until  twelve  o’clock  at  night, .and 
3 Z 


Lisboan. 


Mr.  Edmond 
Jefferson. 


Mr.  Jolin 
Ritchie. 


>r.  .Samuel 
‘■lusgrave. 
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in  the  case  of  the  patrol  the  tramp  of  the  police  is 
lieai-d  a considerable  distance  away,  and  any  disorderly 
persons  get  out  of  the  way.  I think  if  any  amend- 
ment could  be  made  in  the  law,  under  which  we  are 
appointed,  it  would  be  a very  desirable  one — that  is, 
that  the  Commissioners  should  have  the  power  to 
appoint  watchmen  other  than  the  constabulary. 

244.  But  not  doing  away  with  the  patrolling  at  the 
same  time  1 — By  no  means.  For  instance,  if  a fire 
took  place  after  twelve  o’clock  at  night  the  district 
watchman  about  the  street  would  report  it.  Now,  if 
a fire  occurred,  a person  passing  by  and  seeing  it  would 
go  to  the  police  office  and  report  it. 

245.  And  when  that  report  is  made  is  the  fire  escape 
available  at  once  ? — Yes.  The  report  is  generally  made 
to  the  superintendent  of  the  brigade,  and  not  to  the 
police  office,  but  if  there  were  watchmen  on  the  streets 
we  would  know  a great  deal  quicker,  because  it  would 
be  their  duty  to  patrol  the  streets  until  six  o’clock  in 
the  morning — when  constabulary  came  out  again. 

240.  To  get  the  services  of  the  constabulary  would 
be  too  expensive  ? — We  could  not  have  less  than  a 
constable  and  four  men,  and  the  cost  of  those  men 
would  amount  to  about  one-third  of  our  rates.  In 
1874,  an  application  was  made  to  the  constabulary 
authorities  in  Dublin,  and  we  were  told  that  the  cost 
would  be  about  £60  a man,  and  that  would  he  about 
cne-third  of  the  rates  at  that  time.  I think  that  is  a 
most  important  question  to  consider. 

247.  We  have  no  power  in  the  matter,  but  you  can 
put  it  on  the  notes  for  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment 1 — I think  that  is  one  reason  why  I would  not 
be  an  advocate  for  extending  our  boundary  further 
than  the  Parliamentary  boundary,  which,  I believe,  is 
the  natural  boundary  of  tins  town. 

248.  That  is  on  the  north  side  1— Yes ; that  is  what 
is  recommended,  and  on  the  south  side  the  addition  is 
not  very  great.  The  south  side  is  the  natural  boundary 
too,  because  it  takes  in  townparks,  and  there  is  a 
watercourse,  which  seems  to  be  also  the  natural 
boundary  for  the  town. 

249.  Do  you  consider  that  any  large  sum  is  re- 


quired to  be  expended  in  the  town  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  drainage  ? — I do  not.  1 

250.  You  know  that  that  is  a matter  that  has 
alluded  to  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Beatty  1-1  do. 

251.  Ought  not  something  to  be  done  to  remedv 
that?— With  regard  to  that  I think  there  might  l* 
a great  improvement,  and  I think  the  money  would 
be  very  well  expended  in  remedying  it;  in  advert- 
ing that  stream,  and  probably  to  lower  its  level  so  as 
to  make  the  fall  more  equal  and  more  regular. 

252.  How  is  it  that  the  Commissioners  have  never 
then  ascertained  what  it  would  cost?— They  have. 

253.  Do  you  remember  what  the  estimate  was? 

254.  Mr.  Houston. — I do  not  remember  auy  par- 
ticular estimate  being  laid  before  the  Commissioners? 

255.  Witness. — The  report  of  our  surveyor  esti- 
mated the  cost,  and  I think  it  was  about  £800.  The 
question  was  this,  that  the  surveyor  was  requested 
to  report  upon  certain  floods  that  took  place  at  cer- 
tain times  of  the  year  after  heavy  rains  in  certain 
districts,  and  the  reason  assumed  or  given  for  thus 
water  accumulating  was  that  this  stream  would  not 
vent  the  water  sufficiently  quick.  It  was  on  that  he 
reported  the  necessity  of  altering  the  bed  of  this 
stream,  which  runs  through  the  town,  and  wluch  is 
the  main  sewer  of  the  town — to  make  another  in 
another  direction  to  divert  this  flood  water,  and  to 
empty  it  into  the  stream  at  a lower  level — instead 
of  giving  it  so  much  to  do,  where  it  is  almost  flat, 
to  give  another  access  to  the  flooded  district,  and  to 
make  the  sewer  empty  itself  into  the  stream  at  a 
lower  point,  and  that  he  estimated  would  have  cost 
£800.  That  was  what  was  proposed.  It  was  not 
to  culvert  the  byewash,  but  to  relieve  the  byewash 
of  this  amount  of  water. 


-5G.  The  Commissioners  have  not  gone  into  the 
question  of  covering  up  this  open  sewer? — No;  they 
have  not.  It  is  covered,  or  rather  there  is  a good 
portion  of  it  covered.  There  are  other  portions  that 
it  would  be  well  to  cover. 

257.  Has  there  been  any  complaint  from  the  per- 
sons residing  near  the  river  of  the  sewage  being 
discharged  into  the  river? — No. 


Mr.  Wellington 

Tonne. 


Mr.  Wellington  Young,  examined. 


•_ob.  What  are  your  views  with  reference  to  tin 
proposed  extension  ?— I happen  to  be  a ratepave' 
outside  the  boundary  affected  by  the  extension,  becaus, 
I own  some  houses  at  the  boundary,  and  comprised  ir 
the  extension  in  the  Hillsborough  direction.  I hav, 
not  any  objection  to  the  extension.  I don’t  think  ii 
is  correct  to  assume  that  any  of  the  parties  who  are 
occupiers  of  the  houses  in  the  extended  boundary 
would  object,  for  this  reason  : that  the  majority  wil 
be  paying  no  rates  under  the  Act  of  Parliament  Oui 
premises  are  rated  under  £4.  It  is  the  owners  thal 
will  have  to  pay  the  rates,  and  I expect  I will  have 
to  pay  the  rates  for  those  houses;  and  the  same  ride 
will  apply  to  most  of  those  other  small  workmen’s 
ll0““  district  lying  towards  Hiliden. 

25  9.  With  regard  to  the  owners  of  arable  land,  theii 
lands  are  ad  townparks?— I don’t  think  it  is  unfairtc 
“ -5'“.  rate  The  townparks  will  bn 

to  te”a  lUl  ongb. 

261.  About  the  provision  under  the  Public  Heeltli 
Act  with  reference  to  arable  land  payiig  on.-fourth  ol 
“■*,£?'  <10  70U  think  that  is  a to  proportion  ! 
—I  think  they  should  pay  something  more^aay  onf 
half— and  I mil  tell 1 you  why.  A great  numir  oi 
these  townparks  are  held  by  parties  in  the  town  who 
do  not  occupy  them  themselves,  but  sub-let  them  and 
make  larger  rents  than  what  they  would  for  land  fur- 
ther out  from  the  town,  and  they  derive  large  profit* 
..wmg  to  the  proximity  of  these  townparks  to  the 


262.  In  that  case  who  would  pay  the  rates? — The 
tenant  would  pay  the  rates. 

263.  And  not  the  sub-tenant  ? — No ; the  sub-tenant 
is  an  unknown  individual  who  takes  the  land  for  six 
months  or  so.  There  is  a reason  why  this  extension 
should  be  given.  Up  to  the  year  1873  the  town  of 
Lisburn  was  at  a perfect  stand-still.  There  were  good 
leases  granted  immediately  afterwards  under  the  pre- 
sent landlord.  The  town,  at  that  time,  was  under  the 
Act  of  9th  George  IV.,  but,  of  course  the  powers  of 
the  Commissioners  were  very  limited,  and  they  were 
not  required  to  be  exercised,  because  the  town  was  at 
a stand-still  owing  to  there  being  no  leases.  Since 
1874  an  immense  number  of  leases  have  been  granted, 
and  what  were  formerly  townparks  are  now  covered 
with  buildings,  particularly  in  the  district  now  going 
to  be  extended  towards  the  direction  of  Hiliden.  At 
that  time  that  district  was  covered  entirely  with  grass 
fields.  It  is  all  built  on  now.  That  is  entirely  owing 
to  the  leases  granted.  In  another  district  up  higher 
on  the  Antrim-road  direction — in  the  northward 
direction— it  is  all  built  in  villas  now  in  the  present 
boundary,  but  away  beyond  that,  and  within  the  ex- 
tended boundary,  a large  number  of  houses  have  been 
erected,  and  are  in  course  of  erection  where  there  were 
formerly  townparks,  and  in  particular  directions  the 
houses  are  increasing.  I agree  with  Dr.  Musgrave  as 
to  not  taking  in  Hiliden.  It  would  be  a most  trou- 
blesome district,  and  we  would  find  it  totally  impos- 
sible to  manage  it  without  extra  police,  and  the  Town 
Commissioners  would  be  held,  to  a certain  extent, 
responsible. 

264.  Is  it  not  kept  in  good  order  now  ? — The  only 
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test  of  that  is  the  number  of  cases  tried  here  coming 
from  Hiliden.  Taking  that  in  connexion  with  the  fact 
that  there  are  no  police  at  Hiliden,  it  is  only  when  the 
parties  Ml  out  among  themselves,  and  come  here  that 
such  cases  are  heard. 

265.  Are  not  any  measures  taken  in  the  place  to 
preserve  order  1 — The  Messrs.  Barbour  endeavour  to 
exercise  control.  I know  personally  that  the  Messrs. 
Barbour,  who  are  the  owners  of  Hiliden,  would  object 
to  this— thinking  that  they  are  managing  Hiliden  pro- 
perly themselves — and  it  was  merely  a little  village  of 
their  owu ; they  would  object  to  any  extension,  because 
they  would  get  no  benefit  corresponding  to  it,  and 
they  would  have  to  pay  the  tax  out  of  their  own 
pockets,  most  of  the  rated  houses  being  under  £4 

2CG.  Do  you  know  yourself  the  extent  of  the 
electoral  division  of  Lisburn  ?— No  ; I cannot  say  what 
the  extent  of  the  electoral  division  is. 

2G7.  Do  you  know  how  far  it  extends  from  the 
town — the  Poor  Law  electoral  division  1 — It  is  a "rent 
portion  of  Lisburn. 

268.  How  far  docs  the  electoral  division  of  Lisburn 
extend  from  the  present  boundary  ? — In  one  direction 
it  extends  to  Mr.  Tilly’s,  in  the  Moira  direction — the 
west. 

2G9.  How  far  ? — About  a mile  from  the  centre  of 
the  town. 

270.  How  much  further  does  the  electoral  division 
boundary  go  in  other  directions  1 — I could  not  say.  It 
is  a loug  way  out. 

271.  Do  you  consider  it  completely  out  of  the  ques- 
tion to  make  the  electoral  division  of  Lisburn  the 
municipal  boundary  of  the  town  %—  Clearly  out  of  the 
question. 

272.  The  reason  I ask  you  is,  because  it  is  alluded 
to  in  the  report  of  the  Committee,  out  of  which  this 
Commission  lias  arisen,  as  desirable  where  possible  to 
make  the  electoral  division  boundary  the  boundary  of 
the  town  1 — It  is  totally  impossible  in  this  case.  Tt  is 


too  far  out.  You  asked  a question — suppose  this  ex-  j.isbdkx. 
tension  was  granted,  what  would  the  Commissioners  June  h,  1879. 
do  with  the  money  they  would  receive.  Now,  it  has  ,T  “ — 
been  given  as  a reason  that  they  could  sewer  and  flu" ; y0r'„  ,e  inKtoa 
but  I agree  with  Dr.  Musgrave,  and  the  report  of  the  8’ 
engineer,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  there 
should  he  a second  vent  to  prevent  this  flooding  of  the 
Ann’s-lanc  district.  Since  the  last  flooding  a great 
number  of  houses  have  been  built  within  that  district, 
and  there  are  sewers  made  there,  and  that  will,  of 
course,  increase  the  sewerage  of  the  town,  and  unless 
there  would  be  a separate  sewer  made  to  vent  up  any 
collection,  that  flooding  would  likely  recur  again. 

That  could  be  done  out  of  the  surplus  rates. 

273.  You  must  remember  that  for  any  works  that 

are  sanitary  works  the  rate  would  be  perpetual ! 

There  is  a great  deal  of  flagging  to  be  done,  in  the  way 
of  side  flagging,  and  as  the  Commissioners  have  no 
borrowing  powers  a resolution  has  been  passed  by  them 
and  forwarded  to  the  proper  quarter  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  those  borrowing  powers. 

274.  Do  you  consider  that  there  is  a great  deal  of 
flagging  to  be  clone  ? — Yes,  a great  deal  more  to  be 
done ; a great  deal  of  Castle-street  and  other  portions 
of  the  town.  The  Commissioners  have  only  flagged 
the  business  portions  of  the  town. 

275.  Do  you  agree  with  Dr.  Musgrave  as  to  the 
want  of  watching  ? — Y es.  I think  the  town  is  in  a 
very  bad  state  at  present  for  the  want  of  watching. 

It  would  be  very  wrong  to  pay  so  much  money  out  of 
the  rates  to  have  extra  police.  Under  the  old  Act  of 
George  IV.  we  had  watchmen.  Even  if  we  had  the 
powers  under  that  old  Act  it  would  be  sufficient,  and 
they  would  pay  watchmen  themselves.  That,  unfor- 
tunately, the  Towns  Improvement  Act  hits  taken  out  • 
of  their  hands.  That  is  the  only  improvement  out  of 
the  old  Act  that  would  be  required  to  be  put  into  the 
new. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 


NEWTOWNARDS— 17th  JUNE,  1S79. 
(Before  Mr.  0.  P.  Cotton,  c.e.) 


Mr.  William  M'Gowan  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  clerk  to  the  Town  Com 
nnssioners  ? — I am. 

2.  How  long  have  you  occupied  that  position  i- 
ror  eight  years. 

3.  The  Town  of  Newtownards  is  under  the  Town 
Improvement  Act  ?— Yes. 

DM866  W^at  time  WaS  Pluced  under  that  Act  t- 

, JLWa!  iti,Unde.1'  ,any  otLer  Act  previously  1— It  wa: 
6^  w*  ^ tliat  time  under  tlie  9th  Geo  IV 

itsenSytlNo.^8  Tmpr0VCment  Act  adoPted  » 

* 'vater  clauses  were  not  adopted  1— No. 

o'  S*  boundary  was  fixed  at  that  time ? — It  was. 
Yes^  weaSve°U  ^ “ m8p  showinS  fche  boundary  ?- 
thi0^0^  y°U  l6t  me  S6e  iU~Ifc  is  on  wall  o: 
°D  tLismap  “bows  the  boundary  oi 

13  ^ the  Population  of  the  town  1—9,562. 

U ;?at  was  *n  1871 1— Yes. 
think  not  **  ^ inci'easing  since  then  ?— No  ; I 

townt-^^o^0]'1  kn°W  the  number  of  houses  in  the 
number  ofhome^7  buil.din°  8oing  °n  now— is  the 

much  of  aLln'  mcreasrng  1 — No  ; there  is  not  very 
creasing  a little  ^ 6886  ’ Std  tbe  numher  of  houses  is  in- 

toiIV^6y7OU  kn°W  how  man7  acrea  there  are  in  the 


IS.  And  what  was  the  valuation  on  the  last  occa- 
sion!—£10,414. 

19.  That  is  the  last  valuation  1— Yes. 

20.  You  have  no  wards  1 — No. 

21.  What  electoral  division  is  the  town  in  1 — It  is. 
in  the  electoral  division  of  Newtownards  and  New- 
townards  South. 

22.  Is  there  about  one-half  of  the  town  in  each  of 
these  electoral  divisions! — I don’t  know  about  tire 
proportions  of  the  town  in  the  electoral  divisions. 

23.  You  could  not  divide  the  acreage  forme ! — No, 
I could  not. 

24.  Do  you  know  the  electoral  division  bounds — 
how  far  they  extend  from  the  town  1 — No,  I do  not. 

25.  Do  you  know  how  far  the  electoral  division  of 
Newtownards  extends  from  the  town ! — I do  not. 

26.  Would  you  give  me  the  rates  that  have  been 
struck  for  the  last  five  years — give  me  the  municipal 
rates  first! — In  1874  the  municipal  rale  was  Is. ; in. 
1875,  is. ; in  1876,  Is. ; in  1877,  lOd.  ; and  in  1878, 
9d. 

27.  Have  you  struck  any  rate  this  year  ? — No. 

28.  Would  you  now  give  me  the  poor  rate  for  the 
same  number  of  years? — In  1874  it  was  27d. ; in 
1875,  22 d. ; in  1876,  Is.  6 d. ; in  1877,  20 £d. ; and 
in  1878,  21 d. 

29.  Will  you  now  give  me  the  county  cess  for  the 
same  years  ? — The  county  cess  in  1874  was  23d.;  in 
1875,  22$d.;  in  1876,  22 \d. ; in  1877,  23d.;  and  in 
1878,  2 2d. 

30.  Have  the  Commissioners  had  before  them  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  any  alteration  is  desirable 

3 Z 2 
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Newtown-  in  tlie  boundary  of  the  town  ? — Yes,  on  the  15th  of 
*BD3''  January. 

June  17, 187!'.  3i  How  many  Commissioners  have  you  ? — Fifteen. 

Mr.  William  32.  How  many  attended  the  meeting  held  on  that 

M'Qowan.  day? — Nine. 

33.  Did  they  come  to  any  resolution  on  the  subject  1 
— No.  I was  instructed  to  give  the  answers  to  the 
queries  which  I did  give. 

34.  Then  they  are  of  opinion,  I take  it  from  you, 
that  the  boundaries  should  be  extended  1 — No,  they 
are  not.  They  have  had  a subsequent  meeting. 

35.  What  meeting  was  that  1— A meeting  on  the 
13th  of  June. 

36.  How  many  Commissioners  attended  that  meet- 
ing'!— Six. 

37.  And  what  was  the  resolution  that  they  came 
to  ? — “That  the  boundary  be  not  extended  at  present.’’ 
That  is  not  just  the  words  of  the  resolution,  but  it  is 
the  substance  of  it. 

38.  On  what  day  was  that  passed  ? — On  Friday,  the 
13th  of  June. 

39.  Were  they  unanimous — the  six  that  were  pre- 
sent at  that  meeting  1 — They  were. 

40.  Were  they  present  at  the  former  meeting  at 
which  the  Commissioners  agreed  to  extend  the  bound- 
ary— those  six  ? — I think  they  were. 

41.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners 
that  did  not  attend  1 — No. 

42.  Can  you  tell  me  how  many  voters  there  are  in 
the  town — municipal  voters  ? — 569. 

43.  And  how  many  are  qualified  to  sit  if  elected  as 
Commissioners  ? — 121. 

44.  When  the  extension  of  the  boundary  was  talked 
of  originally,  was  any  definite  extension  mentioned, 
or  was  it  merely  thought  that  it  was  desirable  to  ex- 
tend the  boundary? — Yes;  it  was  thought  desirable 
to  extend  it  about  half  a mile  all  round. 

45.  Was  the  question  gone  into  then  as  to  how 
many  voters  it  would  acid  to  the  municipal  list  ? — No, 
it  was  not. 

46.  Either  voters,  or  population,  or  valuation  ? — 
No,  that  was  not  the  object.  The  object  was  for  the 
better  regulation  and  direction  of  the  market. 

47.  How  would  that  be  effected  by  an  extension 
of  the  town  ? — As  parties  have  gone  to  the  limit  of 
our  boundaries,  and  there  have  established  a kind  0f 
market. 

48.  In  what  place  ? — In  more  places  than  one. 

49.  In  more  than  one  place  ? — Yes. 

50.  The}'  hold  a sort  of  market  outside  the  boundary 
on  the  roads  1 — Yes ; and  the  Commissioners  wish  to 
have  power  over  them  and  to  control  them. 

51.  Was  that  the  object  1 — Yes. 

52.  Would  not  the  simple  result  be  that  they  would 
go  on  and  hold  them  at  the  limit  of  the  new  boundary  ? 
—Well,  that  was  the  conclusion  that  the  Commis- 
sioners came  to — that  if  the  boundary  was  extended 
that  would  be  the  result. 

53.  Then  they  think  there  would  be  nothing  to  be 
gained  by  an  extension  of  the  boundary  ? — Yes. 

54.  They  don’t  want  an  extension  of  the  boundary 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  additional  rates? — No, 
they  do  not. 

55.  You  are  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  here  ? 

56. _  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  had  under  consi- 
deration the  question  of  acquiring  the  control  of  the 
roads  ? — They  have. 

57.  I believe  they  petitioned  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  once  on  the  subject? — They  did. 

58.  And  the  Grand  Jury  objected? — Yes. 

59.  And  the  application  fell  through? — Yes  in 
consequence  of  that. 

60.  Have  they  taken  up  that  matter  since  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1878  ? — No. 

61.  They  are  doing  nothing  now  about  it  at  all? 

Nothing  at  present.  The  matter  is  under  considera- 
tion. 

62.  How  is  the  town  lighted  ? — By  gas. 


63.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners  a contract  with 

the  gas  company  ? — Yes.  111 

64.  What  are  the  terms  of  that  contract  k_rt  .-. 

22 s.  per  lamp.  ‘ ” 

65.  For  what  period  ?— For  about  two-thirds  oft],, 
year. 


, — v rum  auout  tue  Oth  of  Sen 

tem)  ,er  until  the  end  of  April.  I may  say  about  eisht 
months  m the  year.  a 

67.  And  what  are  the  hours  of  lighting ?— From 

half  an  hour  after  sunset  until  half  an  hour  after  moon- 

rise,  except  when  1 1 o’clock  intervenes,  and  they  are 
put  out  at  11  o’clock. 


68.  Then  it  is  that  arrangement — or  11  o’clock?— 
Yes. 


69.  And  is  there  not  any  arrangement  as  to  days  of 
full  moon  ? — Yes  ; two  nights  before  and  two  nights 
after  full  moon  are  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the 
lighting  agreement. 

70.  What  I understand  about  this  half-hour  after 
moonrise  is  this  : take  moonrise  to  be  8 o’clock,  the 
lamps  are  put  out  at  half-past  8 o’clock— is  that  so !- 
Yes. 

71.  But  suppose  it  is  a new  moon,  and  that  there  is 
no  light  from  the  moon,  does  that  arrangement  hold 
then? — No,  but  the  lamps  are  put  out  at  11  o’clock. 

72.  Then  it  is  not  merely  a question  of  when  the 
moon  rises? — No. 

7 3.  How  many  lamps  have  you  ? — One  hundred  and 
fifty-two. 

74.  Ancl  what  other  lamps  have  you? — We  have 
about  twenty  lamps  that  we  let  burn  all  night. 

75.  Additional  to  the  152  ? — No,  portion  of  the 
152. 


76.  And  they  arc  kept  burning  in  the  principal 
streets  of  the  town  ? — Yes,  in  the  principal  streets. 

77.  What  is  the  price  of  gas  to  the  public? — Seven 
shillings  and  six  pence  a thousand. 

78.  And  is  the  town  fairly  lit  ? — It  is  well  lit 

79.  There  are  no  complaints  about  the  lighting?— 
There  have  been  no  official  complaints  about  it 

80.  How  is  the  town  supplied  with  water  ? — It  is 
well  supplied  with  water. 

81.  In  what  way? — With  pumps. 

82.  And*  how  many  public  pumps  are  there?— 
Sixteen  or  eighteen. 

83.  Sixteen? — I think  there  are  eighteen  public 
pumps. 

84.  Are  there  any  complaints  about  the  quantity  or 
quality  of  the  water  ? — There  have  not  been  any  com- 
plaints latterly. 

85.  There  were  complaints  made  previously  about 
the  supply  of  water  to  two  streets  ? — Yes. 

86.  Has  that  been  remedied  since? — It  has,  to  a 
great  extent. 

87.  How — by  new  pumps  ? — Yes,  by  new  pumps  m 
those  streets. 

88.  Of  good  quality? — Yes. 

89.  How  is  the  town  drained  ? — It  is  very  imper- 
fectly drained.  . 

90.  Is  there  any  project  of  main  drainage  before  c 
Commissioners  at  all  ? — No  ; that  is  the  worst  feature 
in  Newtownards — its  imperfect  sewerage. 

91.  And  have  they  had  no  complaints  before  them 

about  that  at  all,  or  no  plan  before  them  for  improving 
it? — Not  that  I am  aware  of.  . 

92.  Have  you  struck  any  special  drainage  ra 
No. 

93.  Have  you  spent  any  money  on  the  sewers  a 
of  late  years  ? — Not  much. 

94.  Will  you  let  me  have 
for  1878 — have  you  got  them 

95.  You  have  not  got  them 

in  manuscript  here.  _ . , 

96.  The  Town  Commissioners  are  of  °P“io“  “Jf 
the  county  should  do  a great  deal  more  in  the 
making  sewers,  and  the  county  think  that  tne 

missioners  should  do  it? — The  county  make  t e 

of  the  town.  They  are  under  the  county  a g 


a copy  of  the  accoun 
printed  ? — I have, 
‘printed  I— I ““ 
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but  there  are  some  streets  in  wliicli  there  is  no  sewer 
to  take  off  the  surface  water. 

jlT  Why  should  the  county  make  that?— Because 
th.-rc  is  nothing  to  take  off  the  surface  water. 

'iS  And  the  Commissioners  want  them  to  attend 
to  the  drainage  of  the  town  ?— Of  course  they  do. 

99.  Then  there  is  no  item  in  the  expenditure  for 
severe  at  all  last  year?— No. 

100.  Is  it  from  want  of  funds  that  the  Iowa  Com- 
missioners have  not  dealt  with  the  sewerage  question  ? 
—They  don’t  want  to  increase  the  taxation. 

10l!  And  the  taxation  has  not  gone  up  to  the  shilling 
vet— at  any  into  for  the  last  two  years  ? — They  would 
rather  keep  it  belowthe  shilling  than  above  it.  Ncw- 
townards  is  very  poor. 

102.  Has  there  ever  been  any  representation  made 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  on  the  subject  of  the 


drainage?— I think  not. 

103.  At  the  time  of  the  inquiry  as  to  the  water  ? — 
What  inquiry  ? 

104.  The  one  held  by  Dr.  Owens? — What  was  that 
inquiry  ? 

105.  That  was  an  inquiry  as  to  the  supply  of  water 
to  Newtownanls  ? — The  conclusion  that  everyone  came 
to  was  that  the  sewerage  was  defective  and  not  the  water 
supply. 

106.  Do  yon  mean  that  the  pumps  were  affected 
liv  the  want  of  good  drainage  ? — By  the  surface  water. 

107.  That  has  not  been  remedied  in  any  way  then  ? 
—Yes  it  has  been ; but  since  those  pumps  were  put 
down. 

108.  Because  the  pumps  you  put  down  were  now 


109.  Have  you  got  any  map  showing  the  system  of 
drainage  that  you  have  in  the  town  ? — No. 

110.  Do  you  know  that  you  arc  obliged  to  have  one  ? 
Has  your  attention  never  been  drawn  to  that  clause 
in  the  Act — 


“That  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  shall  provide  a map 
exhibiting  the  system  of  sewerage  that  they  have  in  their 
district  and  such  map  shall  bo  kept  at  their  office  and  be  re- 
vised from  time  to  time  and  shall  at  all  reasonable  times  be 
open  to  the  inspection  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  district.” 


' — V’e  have  no  system  to  supply. 

111.  I think  in  this  case  the  section  would  bo  taken 
to  apply  to  a map  showing  the  wantofa  system  of  sewer- 
age. Have  you  no  drains  of  any  kind  in  the  town  ? — 
There  are  some  drains. 

112.  Well  it  appears  to  me  that  you  are  hound  to 
have,  beyond  all  question,  to  have  the  map  I have 
indicated,  and  I should  advise  you  to  have  a map  made 
of  that  sort  as  soon  as  possible  ? — Perhaps  so. 

113.  There  was  surely  a map  made  at  the  time  you 


were  applying  for  the  control  of  the  roads?— Yes,  and 
this  is  the  map,  the  map  before  you. 

114.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  the  ratepayers  on 
the  question  of  whether  there  should  be  any  alteration 
in  the  boundaries  of  the  town  ? — No,  I am  not  aware 
of  the  opinion  of  any  of  them. 

115.  Or  of  the  opinion  of  any  of  the  people  who  live 
outside  the  boundary  but  near  to  it,  whether  or  not 
they  would  wish  to  be  brought  in? — No,  the  question 
lias  not  been  raised. 

110.  Arc  there  many  villa  residences,  or  residences 
of  that  kind,  close  to  the  boundary,  but  outside  it? — 
No. 

117.  Is  it  chiclly  agricultural  land  all  round  the 
present  limits? — Yes,  Chiefly  towuparks. 

118.  Towuparks  outside  the  present  limits? — Yes. 

11!).  Is  that  land  principally  held  by  residents  in 

the  town  ? — Principally. 

120.  Not  by  people  living  on  it? — Yes. 

121.  Does  that  apply  to  the  extent  of  half  a mile 
outside  the  present  limits? — Very  few  people  live  out- 
side. 

122.  Take  that  half-mile  extension  that  we  men- 
tioned before,  would  that  add  very  few  to  the  number 
of  people? — Yes;  very  few,  because  they  are  mostly 
townparks. 

123.  And  it  would  not  add  many  houses? — No,  it 
would  not. 

124.  Can  you  tell  me  any  pai-ticular  road  in  which 
the  market  was  ever  held  outside  the  boundary? — On 
the  shore  road. 

125.  Can  you  tell  me  any  other? — On  the  Donagh- 
adec  and  Bangor  road. 

120.  Any  other  ? — On  the  William-street  road. 

127.  Wci’c  there  any  on  the  Belfast  road? — lam 
not  sure. 

128.  If  you  are  not  sure  it  means  that  there  are 
not? — No  ; there  may  lie  a market  and  me  not  know 
of  it. 

129.  You  mean  to  say  that  yon  cannot  prove  that 
there  was  ? — I mean  to  say  that  I don’t  know  of  it. 

130.  I presume  that  means  to  say  that  yon  cannot 
prove  it.  It  is  more  conjecture  ? — I don’t  know  any- 
thing about  it. 

131.  However,  tins  docs  not  bear  on  the  question, 
and  it  is  only  at  the  request  of  a gentleman  present 
that  these  questions  were  put  to  you.  Did  you  ever 
sec  a market  on  the  Douaghatloo  road  ? — Y es. 

132.  What  kind  of  market? — A fowl  market. 

133.  I think  there  is  nothing  else  that  I have  to  ask- 
you.  Is  there  anything  that  occurs  to  you  that  you 
would  wish  to  bring  forward  bearing  on  the  subject 
of  the  present  inquiry  ? — No,  I don't  think  there  is. 


Newtown- 

Junt  17.  1B79. 

Mr.  VViiiiiiin 
. M'Gownn. 


Mr.  Andrew  Menown  examined. 


134  Mr.  Cotton.— You  are  the  Chairman  of  the 
lovm  Commissioners?— I am. 

135  How  long  have  you  presided  over  the  board  ' 
—tor  five  or  six  years. 

to  tw  s“PP0Se  70u  were  a Commissioner  prioi 
to  hat  tuaeU-Yes,  for  four  01-  five  years. 

be  + °Puuon  tlie  Commissioners,  I take  it tc 
auiml  LTr°fXte?S10n.of' tbe  Present  boundary  is  re 
i so  rp  ,,  kk®  opinion  of  the  Commissioner’s, 
opinion  of  the  n5,011— 7 tbat  that  is  tlie  unanimous 
S&0™011*"  ? — Indeed  Imight  almosi 
onthennint  jfT?aying  tbat  theY  are  unanimous 
I had  an  Ibave  ^ked  every  ratepayer  to  whom 

so  that  we  °f.  speak“g  on  the  subject  too 

not  be  desivaM^ m^e.?ree  to  ^ tllat  an  extension  wouli 
139  Wh  “ tte  Present 

in  that  way  and  Present  time  ?-They  qualified  i. 
that  I meft’ ™ T,1 ,°“  scarcely  answer  for  why  except 
view,  at  som< 

county.  T e e^tanee,  a separation  from  tin 
certain  it  is  the^act , **  “ that  Way’  but  1 am  no’ 
you  were  separated  from  the  county  do  yov 


think  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  town  to  have  an 
extension  ? — Well,  it  has  been  the  impression  of  the 
Commissioners,  as  well  as  of  a large  number  of  rate- 
payers heretofore,  that  it  wordd  be  very  much  to  the 
advantage  of  Newtownards  if  they  were  separated  from 
the  county. 

141.  What  I want  to  know  is— if  you  were  separ- 
ated from  the  county  would  an  extension  be  of  advan- 
tage then  ? — Well,  I don’t  know  that  it  would  be  of 
advantage  exactly,  for  taking  into  account  that  we 
would  probably  have  to  light  the  extension — all  the 
roads  along,  and  give  it  town  privileges,  I believe  it 
would  be  a disadvantage.  I am  not  prepared  to  answer 
that  one  way  or  the  other  at  the  present  moment,  be- 
cause it  is  one  of  those  tilings  that  I have  not  con- 
sidered. 

142.  You  have  not  made  up  your  minds  about  the 
consideration  of  that  question  ? — It  is  under  consider- 
ation at  the  present  time. 

143.  You  have  not  made  any  application  to  the 
Local  Government  Board? — No,  we  have  not  moved 
in  the  matter  more  than  to  consider  it. 

144.  What  is  the  reason  the  Town  Commissioners 


Mr.  Andrew-  . 
Men  awu. 
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Newtown-  have  not  taken  up  tlie  drainage  question  ? — Well,  the 
Tv  AE-S'  -»  great  matter  has  been  heretofore  that  the  county  had 
"ne  *’  1 ‘ sewers,  and  that  though  they  were  imperfect  the  town 
Mr.  Andrew  tried  to  utilize  those  sewers  as  best  they  could.  The 
Menown.  Commissioner's  were  almost  unanimous  to  try  and 
keep  down  the  town  expenses  and  rates  as  low  as  they 
possibly  could,  and  whilst,  as  the  town  clerk  has  said, 
and  I quite  agree  with  him,  the  sewerage  is  imperfect, 
except  in  some  isolated  cases  it  answers  pretty  well, 
but  the  sewerage  is  not  perfect,  or  what  it  should  be. 

145.  Do  the  sanitary  officers  complain  ? — Sometimes 
they  do. 

14G.  And  you  have  not  expended  anything  last 
year  on  the  drains  ? — As  far  as  the  sewerage  is  con- 
cerned the  expense  has  been  very  trifling. 

147.  It  was  nothing  last  year? — There  may  have 
been  some  repairs  done,  and  that  may  liave  come 
under  a special  head — probably  it  did — but  we  have  no 
special  tax  for  that  particular  purpose. 

1 48.  But  you  have  taken  no  steps  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  a system  of  sewerage  ? — We  have  not;  we 
have  tried  to  utilize  the  sewers  of  the  county,  in  order 
to  make  use  of  the  system  of  drainage  that  is  existing 
in  the  town. 

149.  Are  you  waiting  in  the  hopes  that  the  county 
will  do  it  for  you  1 — I am  not,  for  I think  it  is  more 
than  likely  that  if  we  had  the  management  of  the 
streets  the  town  of  Newtownards  could  do  the  business 
a great  deal  more  satisfactorily,  aud  to  better  advan- 
tage than  the  county  has  done  it  heretofore,  for  I may 
say  that  for  a period  of  years,  as  far  as  my  knowledge 
extends,  the  county  has  done  very  little,  except  the 
sewers  already  constructed. 

150.  In  other  respects,  do  you  think  that  the  county 
• has  expended  as  much  money  as  you  had  a right  to 

expect  from  them  ! — I think  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  probably  they  have  been  doing  something,  only 
what  is  fair  in  that  respect.  If  they  had  only  done 
so  in  years  gone  by — I go  back  ten  or  twelve  years 
— -the  town  of  Newtownards  would  be  much  better 
off  in  the  way  of  sewerage ; hut  this  last  two  or 
three  years,  since  the  question  of  separation  has  been 
occupying  the  mind  of  the  Grand  Jury  and  other 
officials,  I think  they  are  disposed  to  be  a little  more 
friendly  to  the  town  of  Newtownards  than  heretofore. 

151.  You  are  not  applying  for  it  at  present? — No ; 
we  have  it  under  consideration. 

152.  Is  the  town  fairly  lighted? — Yes,  it  is  per- 
- fectly  well  lit,  and  the  gas  is  very  good. 

Do  you  consider  the  water  supply  of  the  town 
good  ? — I think  there  is  a very  fair  supply  all  over 


154.  There  are  no  complaints?— Not  one  word  fin* 
sometime  past.  The  Commissioners  have  recently 
down  pipes  from  tlie  Square  to  South-street,  mi!  a 
pump  which  cost  £14  in  the  Square,  that  supplies  that 
quarter,  and  there  has  not  been  a word  said  since  that 
time. 

155.  You  consider  that  the  pumps  are  sufficient  for 
the  town? — Yes;  for  the  private  supply,  a <rreai 
number  of  residents  of  the  town  have  their  private 
supply. 

156.  Is  there  anything  else  you  would  like  to  put 
on  the  notes  ? — I don’t  know  anything  more  than  that 
at  the  present  time,  more  than  to  say  what  the  clerk 
has  said  about  the  question  of  an  extension,  and  the 
decision  that  was  come  to. 

157.  The  extension  that  you  suggested,  when  you 
replied  to  the  queries  we  sent  you,  was  with  a view  to 

controlling  the  markets  outside  the  town? That  was 

the  intention  that  the  Commissioners  had  in  view. 

158.  And  it  was  only  when  they  saw  that  it  would 
be  practically  useless  that  they  then  changed  their 
mind  ? — They  changed  their  mind  as  far  as  that  joint 
was  concerned.  They  thought  it  better  to  control  the 
markets.  Tlie  Commissioners  thought  that  if  thev 
extended  the  boundary  the  people  could  go  still  further 
outside. 

159.  Do  you  know  the  electoral  division? — I am 
not  at  all  acquainted  with  it. 

160.  I want  to  ask  you  do  you  know  it  sufficientlv 
to  say  whether  it  would  or  would  not  be  a desirable 
boundary  for  the  town — that  is  to  make  the  electoral 
division  the  boundary  of  the  town — whether  that 
would  he  out  of  the  question  or  not.  Do  you  know 
it  sufficiently  well  for  that  ? — I would  not  like  to  say 
that  just  nowr. 

161.  I may  tell  you  that  it  extends  somewhere 
about  three  miles  away? — I thought  it  extended  about 
five  miles  away. 

162.  Would  it  not  be  absiu'd  to  make  that  the 
boundary? — It  would;  quite  absurd. 

163.  I may  tell  you  that  tlie  reason  I asked  you 
the  question  is  that  a Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  has  mentioned  that  it  is  desirable  to  make 
towns  conterminous  with  Poor  Law  electoral  divisions,, 
aud  it  is  evidently  out  of  the  question  here,  and  I wish 
to  put  it  on  the  notes.  The  town  of  Newtownards 
only  extends  to  the  north,  from  the  centre  of  the  town, 
about  a quarter  of  a mile ; aud  I would  suppose  not 
more  than  about  half  a mile  to  the  east  and  west!— 
Well,  yes ; I should  say  so. 

164.  A quarter  of  a mile  to  the  north,  a quarter  of 
a mile  to  the  south,  aud  half  a mile  to  the  east  and 
west,  from  the  centre  of  the  town? — Yes. 


Mr.  William 


Mr.  William  Henry  examined. 


16o.  Mr.  Cotton.— You  are  a Town  Commissions: 
of  Newtownards  ?-Yes;  I think  our  Chairman  has 
tairiy  represented  our  views  on  these  questions. 

il>0.  Both  as  regards  the  question  of  extension  am 
as  regards  tlie  application  for  the  roads  1— Yes. 


167.  The  question  of  seeking  the  control  of  the 
roads  is  under  consideration? — Yes;  and  F am  one  of 
the  Committee  considering  the  question,  and  we  would 
wish  to  have  it;  and  the  application  will  be  mado 
even  if  we  do  not  have  it. 


Mr.  Robert  B. 
Caaghy. 


Mr.  Robert  I 

-lit  “'I  Commissions 

l am,  and  I am  also  one  of  the  Committee  in  char< 
of  tins  m.tter,  and  I quite  agree  with  Mr.  Henry  th 
there  » hardly  a doubt  that  we  will  make  Joth 

l07n  front  tlie  count 

for  I think  that  is  very  desirable. 

169.  Have  yon  considered  whether  or  iiot  an  alte 


Caught  examined. 

ation  of  the  boundary  would  be  desirable  supposing 
you  did  get  the  separation? — We  have  not. 

170.  Mr.  Henry. — The  Commissioners  are  unani- 
mous that  there  should  be  a separation. 

171.  Mr.  Caugky. — And  the  Commissioners  have 
only  deferred  making  the  application. 
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Mr.  Edward  M'Cali.  examined. 


Newtowk. 


172.  The  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  if  we 
had  the  control  of  the  town  we  would  lie  able  to  take 
up  the  question  of  sewerage  iu  a much  better  manner 
than  is  possible  at  present.  We  think  that  if  we  had 
the  county  cess  in  our  bauds  we  could  apply  it  to  drain 
the  town  thoroughly,  and  with  that  advantage  to  the 
town  we  would  not  have  to  strike  much  more 
municipal  rate. 

173.  You  have  gone  into  the  figures  and  have 
considered  that  with  the  same  amount  of  money,  that 
represents  county  cess — less  county-at-large  charges — 
vou  would  he  able  to  do  the  roads,  and  do  them  better 


than  they  are  now  done1? — Yes;  those  accounts  we  ■r'"‘e  17’  1879- 
went  into  before  and  they  stand  good  still — that  we  Mr  Edward 
are  charged  too  much  on  county  cess,  owing  to  the  M'CalL 
weight  of  the  county  cess  and  poor  rate  together.  In 
fact  the  town  is  not  able  to  strike  a clear  rate  to  do 
the  work  for  the  town. 

174.  Have  you  considered  tlie  question  as  to  what 
staff  it  would  take  ? — We  look  upon  the  matter  that 
it  would  be  really  useful  for  the  town  to  get  a 
separation.  I think  the  sewerage  question  hinges 
upon  that. 


Mr.  James  Jefeeuy  examined. 


175.  Mr.  Cotton’. — Yon  are  a Town  Commissioner  ? 
—Yes.  I fully  agree  with  what  Mr.  M'Call  Las  said 
as  regards  the  sewerage.  I believe  that  although  the 
county  is  doing  a great  deal,  it  is  not  done  in  the  right 
direction,  and  costs  the  community  a great  deal  too 
much,  both  in  keeping  the  streets  and  the  sewerage, 
and  for  one  reason  I think  it  should  he  done,  and  that 
reason  is  that  under  the  level  of  our  town  lies  a layer 
of  about  eight  feet  of  gravel,  and  all  the  bad  matter 
soaks  down  through  the  gravel  and  contaminates  the 
pumps,  and  if  we  had  sewerage  we  would  he  saved  the 
complaints  that  crop  up  about  the  water. 


170.  There  have  been  complaints  about  the  water  ? 
— They  were  alarming  sometime  ago.  The  cause  is 
that  I have  stated. 

177.  We  have  been  receiving  evidence  on  the 
question  of  separation,  and  I should  he  glad  to  learn 
from  you  if  in  your  opinion,  supposing  there  was 
separation,  the  boundary  of  the  town  should  be  larger  ? 
— I think  not;  there  is  nothing  to  make  us  think 
about  having  our  boundary  larger,  save  and  except  for 
the  better  government  of  our  markets. 


The  Rev.  Joseph  Bradshaw  examined. 


Rev.  Joseph 
Uradsh.w. 


173.  I wish  to  say  that  I think  it  would  be  perfectly 
absurd  to  make  the  boundary  of  the  town  conterminous 
with  the  two  electoral  divisions.  The  extent  of  New- 
townards  proper,  and  Newtownards  South,  is  about 
seven  and  a half  miles  right  through — it  extends  about 


four  and  a half  miles  in  one  direction,  and  three  and 
a half  miles  in  another,  whilst  Comber  comes  in  within 
a quarter  of  a mile  on  the  south,  and  Bangor  on  the 
north  comes  within  half  a mile,  on  either  side. 


Mr.  Menown  cross-examined. 


Mr.  Mcnown. 


179.  Mr.  Janies  Murland  (who  appeared  for  the 
Crand  Jury). — How  much  does  the  town  pay  annually 
for  county  rates? — That  is  a question  I did  not 
anticipate  would  arise  here  to-day. 

ISO.  Well  what  I want  to  know  is  have  you  con- 
sidered that?— We  have  not. 

lf>l.  So  that  you  are  not  in  a position  to  form  a 
correct  opinion  yet  as  to  that? — Ho. 

182.  Do  you  know  how  much  has  been  expended 
by  the  county  on  improvements  in  the  town1! — We 
have  not  gone  into  that  yet. 

183.  Have  you  considered  this  in  reference  to 
applying  for  a separation — that  the  Local  Government 
board  has  power  to  make  provision  for  the  fixing  and 
payment  of  any  contribution  to  the  cost  of  making 
and  maintaining  the  roads,  bridges,  and  footpaths  in 
,.e  . r°n>' ov  baronies,  surrounding  or  adjoining  such 

, ‘ ™ e have  considered  a great  many  cases. 

• Have  you  considered  what  effect  that  would 
have  upon  you?_No,  we  have  not. 
have  not  ' ^ not  conside,ed  these  matters?— We 

fAiinfr  ^°U  ,Say  j 0U  were  separated  from  the 

..t  i ■ ’ vUt  - ou  should  be  exempt  from  the  county- 
^t-large  charges  ? — H ot  at  all.  3 

thecp1  iv  suggest  that  you  should  consider 

recent l,-  i We  have  not  considered  these  things 
the  mitt  b Je  h?ve  heretofore.  We  have  considered 
doubt  — ^at  if  we  bad  a separation  no 

of  countv  it  *iU  C*  be, beld  hable  for  a certain  amount 
to  pay.  ' ar°e  °harges  that  we  would  he  disposed 

condnt3°L  iv11  “J®.  you  have  not  come  to  any 
these  facta  ° , ,e  subject,  and  I only  want  to  mention 
UCtSl  whlch  be  worthy  of  consideration. 


because  you  will  find  them  very  valuable? — Yes ; our 
views  are  not  very  perfectly  formed,  or  formed  suffi- 
ciently for  me  to  make  a very  clear  aud  definite  state- 
ment here  to-day  on  the  subject ; but  we  see  far 
enough  and  clearly  enough  that  it  would  be  much  ti- 
the advantage  of  the  town  to  have  a separation. 

1S9.  Even  though  it  would  cost  you  more? — That 
is  the  reason  why  we  want  to  be  clear — because  it 
would  cost  us  less. 

190.  How  can  you  come  to  that  conclusion  when 
you  have  not  considered  these  matters  ? — At  a rough 
approximation. 

191.  Mi-.  Cotton. — Although  it  comes  in  inci- 
dentally in  this  inquiry  it  is  evident  you  are  going  to 
apply  for  it  ? — There  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

192.  Then  T would  like  an  answer  to  this  question 
— supposing  you  do  get  this  separation — whether  any 
alteration  of  the  boundary  would  be  of  advantage  to 
the  town  ? — I should  say  it  would  not  be  of  advantage. 
That  is  my  present  opinion,  without  giving  it  that 
consideration  which  the  question  requires.  I think 
that  if  the  boundary  was  extended,  say  a quarter  of 
a mile  further  than  it  is  at  present,  as  a matter  of 
course  the  town  would  be  obliged  to  light  out  to  the 
new  boundary.  That  is  the  difficulty — the  rates  would 
be  small  as  against  the  expense  of  lighting. 

193.  Except  in  the  matter  of  lighting,  if  the  area 
of  the  town  was  extended  half  a mile  round  do  you 
think  what  you  would  receive  would  be  more  than 
sufficient  to  keep  up  the  additional  roads  brought  in  ? 
— That  is  a question  for  consideration ; I fear  it  would 
not. 

194.  You  have  not  gone  into  that  question?  —We 
have  not. 
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/«ne  17.  ms.  195.  There  is  not  a market  day  in  Newtownards 
Mr  James  that  there  are  not  fowl  bought  at  the  comer  of  the 
Finlay.  Donagliadee  and  Bangor  road.  That  is  so  nearly  every 

market  day — -just  opposite  my  house. 


1M.  Mr.  Cotton. -—Is  that  outside  the  jumdieti* 
of  the  Commissioners  ?— No ; it  is  inside  the  boundary 


Mr.  CaugUey. 


Mr.  Cadohey  re-examined. 


197.  Mr.  Cotton. — I understand  that  on  the  Shore- 
road  there  is  a market  held  outside  the  boundary,  at  a 
short  distance  from  the  centre  of  the  town  1— So  I 
understand. 

19S.  If  the  boundary  was  extended  would  it  have 
any  effect  in  keeping  that  market  within  the  town,  or 


would  the  market  go  out  as  the  boundary  went  out? 
—I  think  people  who  are  inclined  to  evade  market 
regulations  would  travel  outside  the  boundary. 

199.  And  you  don’t  tliiuk  an  alteration  of  the 

boundary  would  have  any  tiling  to  say  to  it  ? I don't 

think  it  would. 


Mr.  Robert 
Jameson. 


Mr.  Robert  Jameson  examined. 


200.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  live  near  the  town? — Yes, 
within  half  a mile  of  the  town,  or  a quarter  of  a mile 
of  the  boundary. 

201.  I believe  you  wish  to  express  an  opinion  as  to 
the  drainage  of  the  town? — Yes:  I wish  to  state  that 
the  town  is  very  improperly  drained. 

202.  And  I suppose  you  are  interested  in  its  being 
kept  well  drained? — I would  like  to  see  it  well 
drained ; and  I think  the  principal  reason  that  it  is 
not  so  is  that  there  is  a want  of  sufficient  watercourses 
to  take  the  water  from  the  town  of  2ST e wtownards  to  the 
shore. 

203.  We  have  heard  it  stated  that  there  has  been 
no  systematic  plan  of  drainage  proposed? — Well,  I 
think  I heard  Mr.  Smyth,  the  county  surveyor,  at  one 
time  suggest  a plan  here  that  would  meet  approbation. 
It  is  to  have  the  canal — but  it  is  not  a canal,  because 
its  bottom  is  higher  than  the  land  round  about,  so 
strictly  speaking  it  is  not  a canal — if  that  canal  was 
widened  to  twice  its  size,  and  two  gates  put  on  it  in- 
stead of  one,  the  water  would  get  away  at  once. 

204.  You  are  against  an  extension  of  the  boundary  ? 
—I  don’t  hold  an  idea  about  that  at  all.  I didn’t 
think  of  coining  to  make  any  statement  about  that ; 
but  I would  object  to  any  extension  in  the  belief  that 
they  would  get  a separation  from  the  county. 

205.  Well,  the  drainage  comes  into  the  question  too 
in  this  way — if  the  Commissioners  require  more  rates 
to  improve  the  drainage  of  the  town  it  would  be  one 
element  for  consideration  as  to  whether  they  should 
not  have  an  extended  area  ? — I question  very  much 
whether  the  Town  Commissioners  would  change  their 


opinion  on  that.  I do  not  think  the  town  could  afford 
to  open  the  streets  and  drain  them  in  the  wav  the 
sewers  should  be  made. 

206.  Change  their  opinion  on  what  ? — On  the  main 
sewering  of  the  town. 

207.  They  have  given  no  opinion  on  it  at  all  ? — Oh, 
Mr.  Menown  said  they  would  drain  the  town  them- 
selves if  they  got  it  from  the  county. 

208.  He  said  they  might? — I do  not  think  they 
could,  because  they  could  not  get  sufficient  to  do  so. " 

209.  However,  that  does  not  affect  the  boundary 
question.  Do  you  think  more  funds  are  wanted  for 
drainage  purposes  ? — I hold  that  neither  the  county 
nor  the  town  should  do  the  whole  of  that  work.  I 
hold  that  Lord  Londonderry  should  do  part  of  the  work, 
and  I have  no  doubt  that  the  late  Marquess  of  London- 
derry intended  to  do  so.  I may  remark  that  when  the 
tide  is  in,  the  mouth  of  the  sewer  in  South-street — one 
of  the  main  sewers  of  the  town  is  filled  up — the  whole . 
mouth  of  that  sewer  is  filled  up. 

210.  Do  you  wish  to  convey  that  the  boundary 
should  be  altered  for  the  purpose  of  remedying  that 
state  of  things  ? — I do  not  think  that  matter  has  any- 
thing to  do  with  an  extension  of  the  boundary. 

21 1.  Do  you  think  the  town  is  insufficiently  drained 
for  want  of  funds  ? — I think  they  have  not  funds,  nor 
could  they  waste  funds  to  do  it. 

212.  If  they  got  an  additional  area  could  they  not 
do  it  ? — 1 do  not  think  it  would  be  fair  to  ask  them  to 
do  it. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 


TxNDERACEf 

Sep*.  15, 1*3 


Mr.  Robert 
Trotter. 


TANDERAGEE— 15th  SEPTEMBER,  1879. 

(Before  Henry  A.  Robinson,  Esq.) 

Mr.  Robert  Trotter  examined. 


L You  are  Town  Clerk  of  Tanderagee  ? — Yes. 

2.  How  long  have  you  filled  that  office  l— For  about 
twenty  years. 

3.  Tanderagee  is  under  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act  of  1854  ?— Yes. 

4.  When  was  it  adopted? — In  1863. 

5.  Was  it  adopted  for  all  purposes? Yes. 

6.  For  lighting,  cleansing  and  watering? — Yes. 

7.  How  was  the  present  boundary  adopted?— A 
Committee  was  formed  to  determine  what  should  be 
the  boundaries. 

8.  Do  you  know  what  steps  they  took  to  determine 
tlie  boundaries — to  determine  what  area  they  were  to 
strike  the  rates  on? — The  Commissioners  themselves 
formed  the  area  and  applied  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
Then  there  was  a person  sent  down  here,  and  he  went 
over  the  same  ground. 

9.  What  had  they  in  view  in  selecting  this 
boundary  1— -To  choose  what  they  considered  repre- 
sented the  district  deriving  advantage  from  the  town. 


10.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town? — 644a.  3b.  29p. 

11.  And  the  population? — 1,500,  I think. 

1 2.  What  is  the  valuation  ? — In  houses,  £2,830 15s 
and  lands,  £948  15s.— total,  £3,779  10s. 

13.  Is  the  population,  so  far  as  you  can  tell,  in- 
creasing or  diminishing? — It  has  increased,  I would 
say.  Some  years  ago  it  increased  by  the  building  of 
the  mills  here. 

14.  And  have  houses  been  built  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  persons  engaged  at  the  mills  ? — Yes. 

15.  Do  you  think  the  census  of  1881  will  show  an 
increase  over  that  of  1871  ? — I don’t  know. 

16.  Are  there  any  buildings  of  any  other  nature 
going  on? — There  are  just  some  building  operations, 
but  not  much. 

17.  Do  you  see  any  tendency  to  build  in  any  parf" 
cular  direction? — Hot  much. 

_ 18.  Is  there  sufficient  land  within  the  present  muni 
cipal  limits,  available  for  some  years  to  come,  for 
building  purposes  1 — Oh,  abundant. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


19.  I believe  “the  Castle”  and  its  surroundings 
occupy  a large  proportion  of  the  municipal  area? — 
Yes ; the  Duke  of  Manchester’s  estate. 

20.  Is  the  entire  of  the  demesne  in  the  municipal 
boundary?  —No ; the  greater  part  is. 

21.  In  what  electoral  division  is  Tanderagee  1 — In 
Tanderagee. 

22.  If  a circle  of  one  mile  from  the  centre  of  the 
town  is  adopted  as  a boundary,  would  it  be  within  the 
electoral  division  of  Tanderagee  ? — Oh,  I am  wrong, 
there  is  a small  portion  of  Mullabead  included.  That 
is  in  the  north-west. 

23.  Well,  if  a radius  of  a mile  were  taken,  how 
many  electoral  divisions  would  be  included? — These 
two. 

24.  How  far  does  the  town  extend  on  all  sides  ? — 
Half  a mile. 

25.  And  how  many  townlands  are  entirely  within, 
and  how  many  partly  within,  the  municipal  limits  ? — 
There  are  seven  townlands  altogether  or  partly  in 


26.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  boundary  of  the 
electoral  division  at  all? — Well,  I know  it  pretty 
well. 

27.  How  far  does  it  extend  ? — From  a mile  to  a 
mile  and  a half  on  either  side. 

28.  And  can  you  tell  me  the  population  of  it? — 
No ; I don’t  know  that. 

29.  Do  you  know  the  valuation  ? — No. 

30.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  had  it  under 
their  consideration  to  include  the  electoral  division — 
to  make  it  the  boundary  of  tlie  town  ? — Never. 

31.  Are  they  aware  that  the  Select  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  made  it  a recommendation 
that  so  far  as  possible  that  should  be  done — that  muni- 
cipal boundaries  should  be  made  coterminous  with 
poor  law  electoral  divisions? — No ; I never  heard  it. 

32.  Have  you  a copy  of  the  accounts  ? — Yes ; of 
last  year. 

33.  What  are  your  total  receipts  and  what  your 
total  expenditure? — The  expenditure  last  year  was 
£60  5s.  9 d.,  and  the  receipts  £69  5s.  11  d. 

34.  What  were  the  rates  for  last  year? — 5 d., 
and  l^cZ. 

35.  What  have  been  the  rates  for  the  past  five 
years?— In  1874,  Id. ; in  1875,  6 d.  ; in  1876,  id. : in 
1877,  5 d.  ; and  in  1878,  5 d. 

36.  And  one-fourth  of  that  on  land?— Yes. 

37.  What  have  been  the  poor  rates  for  the  same 

period?— In  1874,  8 d.  ■ in  1875,  M. ■ 1876,  lid. 
(0oQSaS‘tary) ’ 1877’  1878>  d(L  (2d-  sanitary). 

38  For  what  purposes  were  these  sanitary  rates 
struck  ? — For  water  and  cleansing. 

39.  And  what  were  the  contributory  districts?— 
ike  entire  of  those  townlands,  portions  of  which  are 
now  included. 

40.  Give  the  names  of  these  townlands  ?— Cargans, 
Lisburn,  Drumnally,  DerryaUen,  Ballymore,  Tully- 
"Jff* ,,  rJ*Tam,'  Cordraijl  » in  the  electoral  division 
ol  Mullaghbead,  the  others  are  in  Tanderagee. 

41.  Portions  of  every  one  of  these,  as  I understand, 

are  in  the  municipal  boundary  ? Yes. 

•I2:  And  were  to  include  the  entire  of  these 
it  T™c'pal  boundary  what  valuation  would 

it  give? — I don’t  know. 

43.  Nor  the  area?— No. 

Was  the  2d.  in  1878  for  water  too? — Yes. 
a. j'J  . ‘ourcif  of  femme  ere  the  rates, 

“d  POW  sessions  fines  t-Yes. 
and  , » , ha™  y<ra  “ tt*6  town  ? — The  clerk 

aq  ™ for  cleans“g  the  town. 

48.  h or  scavenging  ? — Yes. 

O--.  ‘ -~® there  improvements  which  the  Town 
from  “W  out  from 
he  losmSfh s4-I,°;ojr  rates  are  low  and  they  will 
tttll  be  only  U. 

»t  their  d£,"  on  increased  income 

to  do  they  would  be  likely 
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ol.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  expressed  an 
opinion  as  to  the  desirability  or  otherwise  of  becoming 
the  urban  sanitary  authority  ?— At  first  they  did,  but 
now  they  are  satisfied  with  being  in  the  Banbridge 
Union,  and  under  the  Guardians. 

52.  Is  any  improvement  of  a sanitary  nature  re- 
quired ? — No. 

53.  Is  the  town  well  sewered? — Yes. 

54.  And  well  lighted  ? — Yes. 

55.  With  lamps? — Yes. 

5G.  How  many  lamps  ? — Twenty-five. 

57.  Costing  I suppose  about  £1  a lamp? Yes 

58.  Between  what  months  are  they  lit  ? Between 

September  and  April. 

59.  They  are  not  lit  through  the  summer? No. 

60.  Now  as  to  the  question  of  extension,  have  the 
queries  sent  down  to  you  been  submitted  to  a meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Commissioners? — Yes;  there  was  a 
meeting  held  at  which  they  were  considered. 

61.  When  was  that? — About  the  22nd  of  Novem- 
ber. I don’t  indeed  think  tlie  matter  was  formally 
considered  at  a meeting,  but  I asked  all  the  Commis- 
sioners about  it. 


62.  There  was  no  resolution  then  recorded  ? No. 

63.  But  you  were  desired  by  the  Commissioners 
to  come  forward  and  state  that  no  extension  was  re- 
quired ? — Quite  so. 

64.  Do  you  think  the  Commissioners  were  unani- 
mously of  that  opinion  ? — Yes. 

65.  And  when  you  filled  in  the  answers  to  the 
queries,  was  it  your  own  individual  opinion  you  ex- 
pressed, or  the  view  of  the  Commissioners  ? — It  was 
the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners. 

66.  Are  the  Commissioners  of  opinion  that  the  town 
of  Tanderagee  does  not  confer  benefit  on  the  people 
who  reside  within  reach  of  say  a mile  from  the  centre 
of  the  town? — Well,  I don’t  know. 


67.  Do  those  people  living  outside  bring  in  their 
produce  for  sale  here  ? — Some  do. 

68.  Is  it  a market  town  ? — Yes.  The  market,  I am 
sorry  to  say,  has  fallen  oft’. 

69.  I suppose  if  you  were  hampered  with  taxes,  you 
would  like  to  have  a large  area  ? — Well,  I think  the 
area  is  large  enough. 

70.  If  you  became  the  sanitary  authority,  would 
you  be  satisfied  with  the  present  boundary  of  the  town  ? 
— I think  so. 

71.  You  have  never  heard  any  objections  to  the 
boundaries,  by  ratepayers  or  others  ? — No. 

72.  There  have  been  no  alterations  in  these  bound- 
aries since  they  were  first  decided  on? — No,  I may 
say  that  there  are  only  half  a dozen  people  who  live 
outside  tire  boundary  .proper. 

7 3.  And  they  don’t  live  outside  to  evade  taxation  ? 
—No. 


Taxderace*- 
Sept.  13,  1879. 


74.  Are  there  any  building  operations  going  on 
outside  tbe  town  ? — No. 

75.  And  none  inside? — None,  except  a couple  of 
houses. 

76.  Is  the  town  at  a stand-still  in  trade? — Well,  I 
think  so  ; it  is  rather  on  the  down  hill. 

77.  Would  the  Commissioners  be  anxious  to  have 
the  boundaries  lessened? — No ; they  are  quite  satisfied 
with  them. 

78.  Are  they  satisfied  with  the  way  the  roads  are 
cared  within  their  boundary  ? — I think  so ; we  always 
get  what  we  want. 

79.  You  never  heard  tlie  opinion  expressed  b}  ihn 
Board  that  it  would  be  well  to  have  care  of  the  roads  ? 
— No,  we  are  satisfied. 

80.  Would  a mile  radius  take  in  any  gentlemen’s 
residences  ? — No ; I don’t  know  that  it  would. 

81.  Are  you  a resident  of  the  town? — Yes. 

82.  And  have  been  I suppose  for  a good  many 
years  ? — Yes,  for  fifty  years. 

83.  And  you  are  therefore  intimately  acquainted 
with  it? — Yes. 

84.  Do  you  notice  any  difference  now  in  the  general 
aspect  of  the  town  as  compared  with  what  it  was  when 

4 A 
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Mr.  Hubert 
Trotter. 


you  knew  it  first  ?— Well,  I may  say  the  market  has 
gone  completely. 

£5.  How  do  you  account  for  that,  is  it  in  conse- 
quence of  its  proximity  to  Portadown  1 — Partly,  but 
principally  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  flax 
crop.  The  flax  ceased  to  grow,  and  there  were  other 
markets  from  winch  it  used  to  come. 


SG.  Was  there  in  fact,  a more  thriving  trade  done 
then  than  now  ?— Yes.  The  opening  of  the  mill  here 
has  given  a certain  impulse  to  trade. 

87.  When  was  it  opened  ? — About  ten  years  a"o. 

88.  Do  the  people  carrying  on  business'  in  the  town 
live  in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

89.  There  are  no  villa  residences  ? — No. 


Mr.  J.  Hardy,  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  examined. 


90.  How  long  have  you  occupied  your  seat  at  the 
Board  ? — Only  since  October  last. 

91.  Arc  you  a resident  of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

92.  You  have  heard  Mr.  Trotter’s  evidence,  do  you 
agree  with  it? — Yes. 

93.  Ho  was  authorized  by  you  and  your  brother 
Commissioners  to  attend  here  and  state  that  no  altera- 
tion of  the  boundary  was  required  ? — Yes. 

94.  Do  you  think  it  would  not  be  advantageous  to 
the  town  to  have  a larger  area  of  taxation  ? — Yes. 

95.  You  think  there  are  sufficient  fuuds  at  present 
to  enable  you  to  carry  on  whatever  improvements  are 
required  ? — Yes. 

96.  You  never  struck  the  full  rate  ? — No. 

97.  You  arc  content  to  leave  matters  as  at  present 
in  the  hands  of  the  Guardians  ? — Yes ; I think  so. 

98.  There  is  no  desire,  as  I understand,  to  get  a 
separation  from  the  Grand  Jury? — No;  I think  not 
at  present. 

99.  The  Select  Committee  have  recommended  that, 
as  far  as  possible,  towns  should  be  made  coterminous 
with  Poor  Law  electoral  divisions.  The  electoral 
division  of  Tanderagee  extends  about  a mile  and  a-lialf 
outside.  In  our  report  we  must  show  some  strong 
reason  for  not  adopting  the  electoral  division — do  you 
think  it  would  he  too  large? — Yes,  altogether  too 
large. 

100.  Do  you  think  that  people  within  the  electoral 
division  derive  exceptional  advantages  from  their 


proximity  to  the  town?— No;  I don’t  think  they  all 
do. 

101.  You  think,  perhaps,  that  fifty  years  a«o  they 
might  have  done  so,  but  not  now,  in  consequence  of 
the  altered  circumstances  as  explained  by  Mr.  Trotter? 
— Exactly. 

102.  Then,  I may  take  it,  you  consider  the  electoral 
division  is  out  of  the  question  as  regai-ds  Taudera«eel 
— Yes. 

103.  Have  you  ever  had  an  opportunity  of  talking 
to  the  ratepayers  on  the  subject? — Yes. 

104.  Are  they  of  opinion  that  no  alteration  is 
necessaiy? — Yes;  all  to  whom  I have  spoken  are  of 
that  opinion. 

105.  If  we  thought  it  necessary  to  include  the  en- 
tire of  townlands  now  partly  included,  would  that 
meet  with  the  disapprobation  of  residents  within  and 
without  the  boundary  ? — Decidedly. 

106.  And  of  the  Commissioners  ?— ‘Yes. 

107.  Do  the  Commissioners  hold  land  outside  the 
boundary  ?— Some  do,  I think. 

108.  Do  many  residents  within  the  town  hold  land 
outside? — Well,  they  have  townparks,  and  the  like  of 

109.  You  agree  with  Mr.  Trotter,  that  there  are  no 
improvements  required  for  the  town,  and  that  if  there 
were  you  are  enabled  to  strike  double  the  rate  yon  do 
now,  to  carry  them  out? — Yes. 

The  inquiry  terminated. 


Mohagiian. 
Sept.  JS,  1879. 


Mr.  James 
MitchelL 


MONAGHAN— 25th  SEPTEMBER,  1879. 
(Before  H.  A.  Robinson,  Esq.) 

Mr.  James  Mitchell  examined. 


1.  You  are  the  Town  Clerk  ? — I am. 

2.  Monaghan  is  constituted  under  what  statute? 

Ninth  George  IV.,  chap.  82. 

3.  What  is  the  area  ? — *G7 a.  2r.  34i*. 

4.  In  the  return  which  you  transmitted  to  us  you 
say  87a.  3b.  Sr.  How  do  you  account  for  that  dis- 
crepancy ? — I took  down  a very  few  days  a"o, 
67a.  2r.  2 Ip. 


5.  Then  I may  take  at  that  the  67a.  2r.  34r.  is 
correct  ? — Yes. 

6.  How  far  does  the  town  extend  to  tliG  north  ? 

To  the  end  of  this  street. 

7.  And  on  the  south?— To  the  end  of  the  lake  near 
the  convent. 

8.  To  the  east  ? — To  Beechhill. 

9.  Ami  to  the  west  ?— To  the  bridge  at  Mr.  Younsr’s 

Kilnacloy.  ° ’ 

10.  The  boundary  is  well  defined  ?— It  is. 

11.  Is  there  laud  within  the  boundary  sufficient  for 

bunding  for  some  years  to  come? No. 

12.  Is  there  any  tendency  to  build  in  any  one 

direction  ? — Yes.  J 

13.  In  which  direction? — In  the  north-east. 

14.  And  what  class  of  houses  are  being  built  there  ? 
— houses  from  £16  to  £20  valuation. 

15.  Are  these  houses  occupied  by  residents  in  the 
town  ?— \ es.  There  are  at  present  eight  new  houses. 
Ihey  are  not  all  occupied. 

10.  Are  there  any  bnildin-s  going  oa  imide 
the  town  ! — i es. 


1. . V ould  you  say  that  the  buildings  outside  the 
town  are  carried  on  from  any  tendency  to  avoid 
municipal  taxation,  or  simply  as  a matter  of  conve- 
nience ? — Merely  as  a matter  of  convenience. 


17.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town? — 3,632. 

18.  W ould  you,  as  an  inhabitant,  say  that  Monaghan 
was  an  increasing  town  ? — I am  not  prepared  to  say, 
hut  there  are  not  only  no  houses  in  the  town  un- 
occupied, but  building  operations  are  going  on 
rapidly. 

19.  The  valuation  of  the  town  is  what? — For 
taxation  purposes  it  is  £4,990  19s. 

20.  You  have  given  us  the  valuation  in  one  of 
your  answers  to  these  queries  as  £5,928  14s.? — The 
entire  valuation  of  the  town  is  £5,973  9s.,  but  there 
are  a number  of  tenants  valued  under  £5,  which  are 
not  liable  to  be  taxed  under  the  9th  George  IV.,  rap- 
82.  When  these  were  deducted  it  left  the  valuation 
of  the  town  liable  to  rates,  £4,990  19s. 

20.  The  town  is  not  divided  into  wards? — No. 

21.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  town  included  > 
— In  Monaghan. 

22.  The  Commissioners  are  desirous  for  an  extension 
of  the  boundary? — They  are. 

23.  If  you  took  for  the  proposed  boundary  a radius 
of  a mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  would  you  get 
into  another  electoral  division  ? — -Yes. 

24.  What  electoral  division  ? — Enagh. 

25.  How  many  townlands  are  wholly  included  m 
the  present  municipal,  boundary? — None,  wholly- 
But  there  were  four  partly. 

26.  What  are  these? — Portion  of  KiLnac.oy,  paJtof 
Mullaghmonaghanj  part  of  Rooskey,  and  part  of  Tur 
keenan. 

27.  What  is  the  extent  of  the  town  included  iu 
these  portions  of  the  four  townlands  ? — Kilnadoy,  t 
Great  Northern  Railway  Station ; Mullaghmonaghon. 
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24a.  2k.  ; Booskey,  35a.  2k.  27p.  ; andTurkeouan  7a. 

^*28.  Are  the  fever  hospital,  the  new  workhouse,  the 
barracks,  Booskey  Lodge,  and  the  buildings  on  the 
other  side  of  the  railway  within  the  boundary  ? — No, 
outside. 

29.  It  is  in  that  district  the  new  houses  are  being 
built? — Yes. 

30.  You  are  Clerk  of  the  Union  also,  I believe  ? — 
Yes. 

31.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Poor  Law  electoral 
division  of  Monaghan  1 — Yes. 

32.  What  is  the  valuation? — It  is  nearly  £15,011 


33.  What  is  the  area? — 7,52Ga.  1r  lGr. 

34.  How  far  does  the  electoral  division  extend  to 
the  north  from  the  centre  of  the  town? — A very  short 
distance  about  half  a mile. 

35.  On  the  south? — I suppose  three  miles. 

3G.  And  on  the  east  and  west? — To  the  east  it 
would  be  a mile  and  a half,  and  on  the  west  it  would 
extend  a mile  or  more. 

37.  Were  the  Commissioners  when  they  considered 
the  question  of  extending  the  boundary  aware  of  the 
fact  that  the  Select  Committee  had  recommended  that 
the  boundaries  should  be  as  far  as  possible  made  co- 
terminous with  the  electoral  division? — No. 

38.  I suppose  it  would  be  the  opinion  of  your  Board 
that,  in  the  extension  of  the  boundary  this  would  be 
impracticable  ? — Y es. 

39.  You  think  it  would  be  injurious  to  the  town?— 
It  would  not  bring  in  any  additional  buildings  which 
would  be  luted. 

40.  I suppose  the  people  residing  in  the  electoral 
division  of  Monaghan  derive,  from  their  proximity  to 
the  town  of  Monaghan,  substantial  bench  t ? — I think 
the  town  of  Monaglian  derives  benefit  from  those 
people  living  outside.  I think  those  people  living 
outside  support  the  town  to  a certain  extent. 

41.  For  the  purposes  of  a water  rate,  I understand 
the  whole  of  the  four  townlands  are  taken  in? — Yes. 


42.  And  that  is  the  contributory  district  fixed  by 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

43  The  municipal  rates,  please? — The  municipal 
rates  have  been  12c?.,  9 d,  and  6c?.,  12 d.  on  houses, 
valued  at  and  over  £20  ; on  houses  valued  at  £10  and 
under  £20,  9 d. : and  for  houses  walued  at  £5  and  under 
£10.  Gd. 

44.  You  have  always  assessed  the  full  rate  ? — 
Except  last  year. 

45.  What  was  it  then? — 5 d.,  7 id.  and  10c?.  per 
pound. 

46.  The  poor  rates,  please? — The  poor  rate  in  1878 
has  been  18c?.,  including  a water  rate  of  one  penny, 
all  over. 

47.  The  rates  have  been  in  1874  and  1S75,  12c?. : 
1876,  lOd. ; 1877,  12d. ; and  in  1878,  18c?. 

4S.  The  1878  rate,  that  included  one  penny,  was 
there  any  special  sanitary  work  carried  out  then  ? — 
Nothing  special. 

48.  Have  the  Guardians,  within  the  last  ten  years, 
carried  out  any  special  sanitary  works,  such  as  a 
sewerage  scheme  ? — Nothing.  The  only  thing  was  the 
keeping  the  town  pumps  in  order. 

49.  The  county  cess,  please? — The  county  cess — I 

am  not  prepared  to  say  exactly,  but  from  a note  I took 
m the  court-house,  I believe  it  to  be  in  1878,  2s.  lie?.  : 
18,7  2,.  1876  2s.  JU.  1875,  os.  31,7,  ; and 

“ 1874,  2s.  3c?.  4 ’ 

50.  The  markets  are  held  in  this  town  ?— They  are. 

-o'  1,167  held  the  streets?— They  are. 

8treeta.Wiereab0at8  ttey  held  ?— -All  through  the 

sa  ^aixs  held  in  the  town?— Yes. 

54.  Is  Monaghan  the  principal  market  town  for  all 
unpeople  residing  in  the  electoral  division ?— Oer- 

is  BMlyb^  “ nearest  market  town  1— The  nearest 


56.  Are  there  any  markets  in  Caledon  ? — Caledon 
is  in  the  County  Tyrone. 

57.  Within  a radius  of  a mile,  do  the  people  bring 
in  their  produce  to  Monaghan  ? — The  greater  portion. 

58.  Are  there  schools  in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

59.  And  the  people  residing  close  to  the  town  make 
use  of  the  town  for  that  purpose? — Yes. 

GO.  Is  the  town  well  lighted? — Very  well. 

61.  Is  it  with  gas? — With  gas. 

62.  How  many  lamps  are  there? — Sixty-four. 

63.  Is  there  any  necessity  for  any  other  lamps? — 
The  committee  who  considered  that  did  . not  con- 
sider so. 

64.  Are  the  markets  late? — The  markets  are  from 
eleven  o’clock  till  three  or  four  o’clock  generally. 
When  it  is  a very  large  market  it  may  he  later  in 
the  day. 

65.  Do  the  country  people,  who  come  in  to  dispose 
of  their  produce,  make  use  of  the  lights  of  the  town? 
— Not  much,  the  principal  portion  of  the  people  are 
all  away  before  the  town  is  lighted. 

66.  How  is  the  town  drained? — It  is  very  well 
drained. 

G7.  Have  there  been  any  drainage  works  carried 
out  lately  1 — Not  lately. 

G8.  Is  there  a good  supply  of  water? — Well,  very 
good. 

69.  From  where?— From  town  pumps. 

70.  Are  there  any  sanitary  improvements  required 
in  the  town  % — I should  say  these  sewers  require  to 
he  cleansed  from  time  to  time.  The  Commissioners 
do  not  feel  they  have  power  in  themselves  to  go  out- 
side the  boundary. 

7 1.  Are  there  any  improvements  in  the  town  which 
the  Commissioners  are  deterred  from  carrying  out 
from  want  of  funds  ? — I am  not  prepared  to  say. 

7 2.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  the  question 
of  becoming  the  sanitary  authority  ? — They  have. 

73.  Have  they  applied  for  a provisional  order  ? — 
They  have. 

7 4.  Are  they  also  likely  to  consider  the  question  of 
becoming  tlie  authority  over  the  roads  ? — They  are. 

75.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Select  Committee  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  each  town,  as  far  as  possible, 
should  be  under  one  undivided  authority  ? — I think 
the  Commissioners  would  bo  the  best  authority  to  do 
everything  about  the  town. 

7 6.  Is  that  the  feeling  of  your  Board  ?- — I believe  it 
would  be. 

7 7.  Now,  with  reference  to  the  question  of  extension. 
We  send  down  these  queries  to  you,  were  they  con- 
sidered at  a general  meeting  of  the  Board  ? — I think 
they  were  not  considered  at  a general  meeting. 

78.  Did  yon  reply  to  them  as  directed  by  the  Board  ? 
— I asked  them  concerning  them. 

79.  Are  these  the  views  of  you  Commissioners? — 
“ The  Town  Commissioners  would  be  desirous  to  ex- 
tend tbe  boundaries,  on  the  north  side  of  the  town,  so 
as  to  take  in  new  houses,  the  owners  and  occupiers 
being  anxious  to  avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of 
9 Geo.  IV.,  cap.  82.”  Is  that  tlie  view  of  your  Board? 
— Yes.  The  matter  has  beeu  discussed  about  bringing 
certain  houses  under  assessment. 

80.  Was  there  any  resolution  passed  on  the  subject  ? 
— Yes. 

81.  Will  you  give  me  that  resolution,  please? — I 
cannot  tell  you  at  present. 

82.  Will  you  send  me  a copy  of  it? — Yes. 

82.  The  Commissioners  are  in  favour  oftlie  extension 
of  the  boundary  ? — Yes. 

83.  In  which  direction  ? — In  the  north-east. 

84.  Do  they  propose  to  take  in  the  barracks  and  the 
new  Workhouse  ? — They  must,  if  they  go  in  that  direc- 

85.  Had  they  any  maps  before  them  specifying  the 
proposed  extension? — No. 

86.  Whatwere  their  reasons  for  seeking  the  proposed 
extension  ? — Well,  I think  the  first  tiling  that  was  done 
was,  application  was  made  by  the  proprietor  of  tlie.se 
houses  here. 

4 A 2 
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87.  Who  wished  to  have  his  houses  lighted  l —Yes  ; 
and  he  wished  to  have  the  scavenger  working  tliatlength. 

88.  Tlie  district  you  wisli  to  bring  in  is  it  thickly 
populated  ? — About  the  lower  end.  This  is  all  covered 
with  water  at  present.  (Witness  here  pointed  to  a dis- 
trict on  the  map.) 

89.  Can  you  point  me  out  the  district  you  propose  to 
include  7 — Yes.  That  road  running  ulongthere,  beyond 
Rooskey  Lodge  up  to  the  Asylum  Bridge,  aud  to  the 
turn  at  Tully,  to  take  in  the  Mall-road  aud  the  ground 
inside  that  boundary. 

90.  Mr.  JFi'tfiam  Swan,  Commissioner. — The  postal 
delivery  extends  at  present  as  fur  as  Rooskey  Lodge. 

Examination  resumed. 

9 1.  Have  you  considered,  Mr.  Mitchell,  what  the 
increased  valuation  would  be  ? — Well,  it  would  be  be- 
tween £200  and  £300  a year ; of  course  the  public 
buildings,  if  included,  would  make  it  a good  deal  more. 
I do  not  include  the  barracks  or  the  union  workhouse. 

92.  Do  you  bring  in  the  asylum  1 — We  do. 

93.  Have  you  gone  into  any  calculation  astowhat  the 
area,  and  the"  income  produced  by  this  proposed  extension 
would  be  ? — I have  not. 

94.  Have  tlie  Commissioners  entertained  the  ques- 
tion at  all  1 — They  have  not,  sir. 

95.  Have  yen  lived  in  the  town  of  Monaghan  any 
length  of  time? — Yes. 

96.  Do  you  see  a great  tendency  to  increase  in  the 
buildings  of  the  town  ? — Yes ; there  is  a vast  difference 
from  the  time  I came  to  the  town  first. 

96.  How  long  ago  is  that  ? — Forty  years. 

97.  In  what  was  the  difference? — A great  many 


houses  have  been  rebuilt,  and  old  thatched  houses  have 
been  removed.  Now  there  is  not  more  than  one  or 
two  thatched  houses  in  the  town. 

98.  Do  I understand  you  to  say  that  the  people 
whom  you  propose  to  include  in  the  boundary,  are  in 
favour  of  being  included? — Yes;  the  landlord  is. 

99.  Is  the  landlord  aware  that  the  Select  Committee 
recommended  that  the  municipal  rates  should  be 
assessed  half  on  the  landlord  and  half  on  the  tenent ! 
— I do  not  know. 

100.  Suppose  he  was  not,  do  you  think  he  would  be 
favourable  ?-— I am  not  aware.  (Witness  here  pointed 
out  on  the  map  the  several  districts  to  be  taken  in  by 
che  proposed  extension.) 

101.  When  do  you  expect  to  become  the  sanitaiy 
authority  ? — Next  session. 

102.  Are  there  any  special  improvements  you  re- 
quire?— Well,  tlie  Commissioners  wish  to  have  the 
control  in  their  own  hands  of  tlie  sanitary  work  which 
they  have  not  at  present,  but  they  have  not  taken  into 
consideration  any  further  improvements. 

103.  You  will  be  taking  tlie  rate  off  a smaller  area 
than  the  Guardiaus  at  present  ? — Certainly,  as  far  as 
the  water  is  concerned. 

104.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  expressed  an' 
opinion  as  to  adopting  the  provisions  of  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act  ?— -No ; it  was  brought  before  the 
Board,  and  they  objected  to  it,  at  least  a majority  did. 

105.  Then  you  cannot  strike  a one-fourth  rate,  as 
they  do  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? — No. 

10G.  Was  there  any  special  meeting  of  the  inhabi- 
tants called,  to  consider  this  question  of  the  extension 
of  the  boundary  ? — No  ; not  that  I am  aware  of. 


Col.  Jttse 
Lloyd. 


Colonel  Jesse  Llotd  examined. 


107.  You  have  heard  the  opinions  expressed  by  the 
Town  Clerk.  Do  you  agree  that  there  should  be  an  ex- 
tension of  the  boundary? — I think  it  is  absolutely' 
necessary. 

10S.  Would  you  go  in  for  any  further  extension? — 
Only  with  regard  to  the  Mall-road  and  Rooskey  Lodge. 

109.  Taking  into  consideration  the  question  that 
you  are  likely  to  become  the  sanitary  authority  would 
it  not  be  necessary  to  have  a larger  area  than  this  ? — 
No,  I think  not. 

110.  They  simply  wish  to  include  all  the  buildings 
that  are  lying  outside  ? — Yes. 

111.  I understand  that  the  buildings  are  not  built 
outside  to  avoid  taxation  but  merely  as  a matter  of 
convenience  ? — Yes,  as  a matter  of  convenience. 

112.  In  your  opinion  would  it  be  advisable  to  adopt 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? — I think  it  is  doubtful. 
At  one  time  I considered  it  would  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  locality  and  I brought  the  matter  forward,  but 
the  Board  seemed  to  think  not. 

113.  Was  this  matter  also  brought  before  the  rate- 
payers in  any  way — the  question  of  the  extension  of 
the  boundary  ? — No. 

113.  I may  take  it  no  one  objects? — I think  no  one 
objects. 

114.  This  seems  to  have  been  done  at  the  instance 
of  the  landlord  ? — Of  the  landlord. 

115.  You  have  known  Monaghan  for  a lengthened 
time  ? — For  over  twenty  years. 

116.  Do  you  think  it  is  an  improving  town? — Yes. 

117.  The  people  within  a distance  of  one  mile  have 


an  advantage  from  their  proximity'  to  the  town?— 
Yes. 

118.  It  is  the  market  town  for  an  area  of  at  least 
five  miles  round. 

119.  Would  you  think  the  municipal  rates  being 
equally  assessed  on  landlord  and  tenant  satisfactory  ?— 
I think  it  would  be  satisfactory. 

120.  Is  the  land  lying  close  to  the  town  the  more 
valuable  ? — Certainly. 

121.  Portions  of  the  land  outside  the  boundary  are 
town  parks  ? — Yes,  within  a certain  area. 

122.  What  are  the  relative  values  of  the  lands?— 
The  townparks  were  let  from  £2  to  £3  an  acre  and 
the  land  outside  them  from  35s.  to  20s.  an  acre. 

123.  The  holders  of  townparks  derive  advantage 
from  their  proximity  to  the  town  ? — Yes. 

124.  I suppose  the  town  is  well  lighted  all  over?— 
Yes. 

125.  This  increase  of  funds  arising  from  the  exten- 

sion, will  it  be  applied  to  lighting  this  district  up  her6 
— (pointing  to  a district  on  the  map)  Yes,  that  is  ie 
principal  object  of  the  extension.  . 

126.  In  your  opinion  would  it  be  desirable  i ' 

town  would  get  separation  from  the  Grand  Jury 
think  so.  ‘ .- 

127.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  tha  _ 
town  should  be  under  one  undivided  authority  t— 

128.  Do  you  think  the  Grand  Jury  gave  you  v- 
for  what  you  paid? — Yes. 

129.  But  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  have 
separation  ?— -Yes. 


Mr.  'William 
Swan. 


Mr.  William  Swan  examined. 


130.  Mr.  Swan  you  are  a Commissioner? — Yes. 

131.  You  have  heard  the  views  expressed  by  Colonel 
Lloyd,  and  the  Town  Clerk  1 — Yes. 

132  I may  take  it  that  you  corroborate  the  opinions 
expressed? — Yes. 

133.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  objection  to  the 
proposed  extension  of  the  boundaries? — No. 


134.  I take  it  it  is  your  opinion  that  the 

of  the  town  would  be  better  under  one  un 
authority? — I think  so. 

135.  Are  the  roads  leading  into  the  town 

up  by  the  Grand  Jury? — There  have  been  comp 
made  about  them.  _ ,, 

136.  Do  you  think  if  the  Commissioners  a 
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management  of  them,  they  would  do  better  1 — Yes  ; so 
for  as  their  jurisdiction  extended. 

1 37.  The  Select  Committee  have  recommended  that 
the  municipal  rates  should  be  equally  assessed  on  the 
landlord  and  tenant ; do  you  think  that  a fair  distri- 
bution 1 I think  so.  I think  the  tenants  would  agree 


to  that.  When  Colonel  Lloyd,  who  represents  the 
landlord,  agrees,  I don’t  see  why  we  should  not  agree. 

138.  Have  you  got  any  land  outside  the  present 
boundary  1 — I am  tenant  of  townparks  under  Lord 
Rossmore. 


Dr.  Rush  examined. 


1 39.  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  remarks  ? — I just 
wish  to  say  it  is  the  general  feeling  ofthe  town  that  both 
the  markets  and  the  fair  are  held  too  late.  It  would 
add  very  much  to  the  prosperity  of  the  town  if  they 
were  held  earlier.  In  Clones  the  fair  commenced  at  day- 


light— here  the  fair  did  not  commence  till  eleven  o’clock. 
I think  they  should  be  earlier. 

140.  The  Commissioner. — I am  afraid  that  is  a ques- 
tion we  cannot  entertain,  but  I must  say  I quite  agree 
with  you. 


Mr.  Richard  J.  Blakeley,  Commissioner,  examined. 


141.  Do  you  corroborate  what  Mr.  Mitchell  audthe 
other  witnesses  have  said  ? — I think  the  Commissioners 
are  unanimous  with  regard  to  the  question  of  extension. 
That  is  all  I wish  to  say. 

Mi-.  Thomas  Gondendel. — I think  the  people  have  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  extension. 

142.  Were  they  aware  that  the  Commission  would  sit 
to-day  ? — I cannot  say. 

Well,  we  had  it  advertised  in  all  the  papers. 


Mr.  William  Swan. — There  was  a remark  made  by 
the  Town  Clerk  ; he  said  that  some  of  the  houses  were 
not  occupied.  The  reason  of  that  is  that  they  are  not 
yet  complete.  I know  very  well  that  they  are  already 
engaged  as  soon  as  they  are  completed. 

143.  The  Commissioner. — Mr.  Condendel,  do  you 
think  if  the  ratepayers  had  had  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing their  views  they  would  have  expressed  an 
opinion  against  the  extension  ? — I think  not. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 


NEWRY— MONDAY,  JULY  26,  1879. 


(Before  Mr.  O'.  P.  Cotton  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson). 


Mr.  Robert  II.  Doherty,  Town  Clerk,  examined. 


1.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  Town  Clerk  of  Newry? 

2.  Newry  is,  I believe,  under  a special  Act? — Yes. 

3.  And  also  under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  ? — 
Under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  and  also  a special 
Act  of  1871 — the  Newry  Improvement  and  Water- 
Act  of  1871 — the  34  and  35  Victoria,  chapter  198. 

4.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town  ?-— The  area  of  the 
town  is  711a.  2r.  4p. 

5.  Was  that  area  fixed  by  the  special  Act? — No, 
sir;  it  was  fixed  by  the  Act  of  1854— the  Towns  Im- 
provement Act. 

6.  When  was  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  adopted  ? 

—In  1865.  1 

7.  Was  it  adopted  wholly  or  in  parti — Wholly. 

>\  Have  you  got  a description  of  the  boundary,  or 
have  you  got  a map  showing  the  boundary? — The 
town  surveyor  has  marked  out  the  boundary  on  the 
map. 

9.  What  is  the  population  of  Newry  ? — The  popu- 
lation last  census  was  14,078  within  the  municipal 
boundary. 

. 10-  And  is  that  increasing  1—  I consider  it  is  largely 
increasing ; it  has  veiy  largely  increased  within  the 
last  twelve  years. 

11.  What  has  been  the  extent  of  the  increase  ? — I 
will  say  there  are  18,000  inhabitants  at  present. 
l<irT‘,M^R0BraS0N— Was  that  the  population  in 
nt  ism  , ls  a difflculfcy  about  that.  The  census 
ot  iSGi  embraces  the  whole  of  the  parliamentary 
™HHU?’1and  ^at  18  a ver7  lar8e  area,  2,500  acres, 
ana  it  did  not  distinguish  the  population  within  the 

S'^1«Srb0Un^7-  The  Population  of  the  town  has 
increased  from  1861  to  1871. 

before  TSfis ,NeyiT  under, “J  municipal  government 

1 1 1V65J~'It  w under  the  9th  of  George  IV. 

y°u  thini  boundary 
the  rarV  ^ °f  George  IV-  was  much  the  same  as 
Die  ? k°undai-y  ? — No,  it  was  not. 

Hilt  ,7  UDder  the  9th  of  George  IV.  was  very 
ne  . It  was  for  lighting  and  cleansing.  I was 


not  connected  with  the  Commissioners  then,  but  I 
know  this  historically.  But  for  census  purposes  the 
whole  parliamentary  boundary  was  taken  in.  It  made 
a difference  of  some  800  or  900  against  the  town  in 
1871,  or  upwards  of  1,000. 

15.  You  have  no  map  showing  the  boundary  under 
the  9th  of  George  IV . ? — I don’t  think  there  was  such 
a thing  in  existence  at  all  ; I am  not  aware  of  it. 

16.  Have  you  got  the  minute  books  of  that  period, 
the  time  of  George  IV.  ? — Yes ; I have  the  minute 
books. 

17.  When  was  the  town  put  under  the  9th  of 
George  IV.  ? — It  was  one  of  the  earliest  towns  put 
under  that  Act  in  Ireland.  In  fact  the  9th  of  George 
IV.  was  specially  originated  for  Newry.  It  was  in- 
troduced for  the  town  of  Newry  as  a local  Act,  and 
was  afterwards  taken  by  the  Government,  and  adopted 
for  the  whole  of  Ireland.  Newry  was  one  of  the  first 
towns  that  adopted  the  9th  of  George  IV. 

18.  Have  you  got  the  first  volume  of  minutes 
under  the  9th  of  George  IV.  ? — I believe  I have. 

19.  Would  you  kindly  look  for  it  by-aud-by? — I 
will. 

20.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  town? — The 
present  valuation  is  £30,468  2s. 

21.  And  is  that  increasing  year  by  year? — It  is, 
sir.  It  has  largely  increased. 

22  Can  you  give  me  any  previous  valuation  of  late 
years — say  1876? — The  valuation  has  been  going  up 
since  1865,  at  the  rate  of  from  £500  to  £800  a year-. 

23.  What  was  it  in  1865? — Something  like 
£24,000 ; in  1871  it  was  £26,000  odd. 

24.  Is  building  increasing  1— Largely  increasing. 

25.  Specially  in  any  one  direction? — No,  sir; 
principally  filling  up  vacancies  through  the  town. 

26.  And  not  extending  the  town  out  through 
suburbs  ? — It  is  not. 

27.  And  not  extending  in  any  one  direction  ? — No, 
sir ; except  in  the  case  of  some  villas  immediately 
adjoining  the  town,  but  to  a very  slight  extent. 

28.  There  is  no  tendency  to  extend  beyond  the  pre- 


Monaqhan. 
Sept  25,  187fl. 

Mr.  William 
Swan. 


Dr.  Bosh. 


Mr.  Richard  J. 
Blakeley. 
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July  26, 1879. 

Mr.  Robert  H. 
Doherty. 
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Nswnv.  sent  boundary? — No,  not  at  present,  six-.  The  prinei- 

July  26,  is;o.  pai  reason  for  that  is  that  leases  are  difficult  to  get, 
Mr.  Robert  li.  alu^  the  principal  portions  of  the  property  are  in  trustee- 
Doherty.  sliip.  The  trustees  of  the  Kilnnrrray  property  give 
leases  for  sixty-one  years  for  building  purposes  and 
twenty-one  year’s  for  agricultural  leases. 

29.  The  town  is  divided  into  three  wards  1 — Yes. 

30.  What  are  they  called  ? — The  North,  South,  and 
West. 

31.  Can  you  divide  the  valuation  and  the  population 
of  these  wards  at  all  forme? — Well,  I could.  The 
valuation  of  the  county  Armagh  side  of  the  town, 
which  embraces  the  West  Ward,  is  something  like 
£5,800  at  the  least. 

32.  Is  the  West  Ward  wholly  in  Armagh?  None 
of  the  North  and  South  ? — All  the  North  and  South 
are  in  the  town. 

33.  Can  you  give  me  any  particulars  about  the 
West  Ward? — The  West  Ward  valuation  is  over 
£13,000. 

34.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  population  ? — 
5,500  it  was  in  round  numbers.  It  lias  increased  to 
some  extent  now. 

35.  Have  yon  any  idea  of  the  area  of  the  West 
Ward? — The  urea  is  332a.  2r.  17p. 

36.  Can  you  tell  me  liow  many  voters  there  are  in 
the  West  Ward? — In  the  West  Ward  for  municipal 
pnrposes  there  are  431  voters. 

37.  Gan  you  give  me  the  same  particular’s  regarding 
the  North  and  South  Wards  ? — The  North  and  South, 
you  will  have  to  take  the  area  combined. 

38.  Well,  give  it  to  me  in  that  way? — The  North 
and  South  Wards  combined  have  an  area  of  327a.  3r. 
27p. 


39.  Can  you  separate  the  population  of  tiro  wards  ? 
— The  population  is  much  larger  on  the  Down  side 
than  on  the  Armagh  side. 

4(b  Can  yon  separate  the  population  of  the  North 
and  South  Wards  ! — The  population  of  the  wards  has 
been  put  down  at  8,500  and  5,500. 

41.  8,500  is  the  two  wards  together? — Yes,  sir: 
that  was  in  1871. 

42.  And  the  valuation  of  the  two  wards  would  be 
about  £17,000? — Hie  valuation  of  the  two  wards  is 
£17,382. 

43;.  And  the  number  of  voters  for  the  North  Ward  ? 


44.  And  for  the  South  Ward? — 350. 

45.  How  many  Commissionei-s  are  there?— Eighteen. 

46.  That  is  six  to  each  ward? — Yes,  six  to  each 
ward. 

47.  Out  of  the  10,000  voters,  how  many  are  qualified 
to  be  Commissioners  ? —About  250,  as  well  as  I can 
al^v°U^:  sixty-six  in  the  W est  Ward,  ninety-eiglit  in 
the  North,  and  ninety  in  the  South  Ward. 

4S.  That  is  250  ? — Yos,  sir;  254. 

49.  When  were  the  wards  divided?— In  1865  at 
tire  time  of  the  introduction  of  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act  into  this  town. 


• electoral  division  or  divisions  is  the  tow 

m —I  he  West  Ward  is  in  the  electoral  division  ( 
Jsallybot. 

. **•  1— ' North  and  South  Wards  aj 

m the  electoral  division  of  Newry. 

52.  I suppose  both  electoral  divisions  nin  vei 

much  further  than  the  town  boundary  1 Yes  T1 

tl°l  Ba!S’  nuS  in  a liue  “early  four  Irish  mile 
framed  S°Ut“  thlee  ^S^sh  miles,  as  far  as  I am  ii 


ThfiwJ?. !r ' • ^ d0eS  t]le  Ne™y  Mon  run? 

”;.iofrur“ra”abo"t 

54.  .Are  there  any  wards  for  poor-law  pur-noses  1 
No  sxr ; nothrng  only  the  two  electoral  divisions.  ‘ 
00.  Can  you  give  me  the  municipal  rates,  please ' 
The  municipal  rate  is  3s.  in  the  pound.  1 

58.  That  includes  county  cess  ?— Yes.  The  borer 
ratem  lt>,  4 was  Is.  id. : in  1 875,  Is.  V jin  1R7R  1 
in  1877,  Is.;  and  in  1878,  Is.  id.  ' 1876>  1 


0 >he  road  author- 


57.  The  Town  Commissioner’s 
ity  ? — Yes,  sir. 

58.  They  have  control  over  the  roads  ?— Yes 

59.  Is  that  under  any  special  Act  ?— Yes,  under  a 
special  Act  for  baronial  purposes,  of  course. 

60.  What  do  they  contribute  to  the  county  as  their 
proportion  of  the  county-at-large  charges,  for  Wra, 
asylums,  and  so  forth? — £1,000. 

6 1 . On  what  terms  ?—  A poundage  rate  on  tire  whole 
county.  Tlie  valuation  of  the  township  as  to  the  vain- 
ation  of  the  county. 

62.  That  is  the  valuation  of  Newry  to  the  valuation 
of  the  county? — Yes,  the  one  as  to  the  other. 


(At  this  stage  Mr.  Mares,  town  surveyor,  handed  in 
a map  to  the  Commissioners,  showing  the  boundary  as 
defined  in  the  Gazette  when  the  town  was  put  under 
the  Towns  Improvement  Act.) 

Examination  of  Mr.  Doherty  resumed. 


63.  Mr.  Cotton.— Then  you  pay  your  share  to  the 
county  surveyor’s  salary  ?— Yes,  we  are  to  contribute 
to  the  county  surveyor  and  assistant  county  surveyor's 
salaries. 

64.  That  3s.  rate  includes  the  contribution  to  tie 
county? — It  does,  sir. 

65.  What  isthe  contribution  to  the  comity  ait  present! 
— About  4£cf.  in  the  pound. 

66.  The  two  levies  ? — Yes. 

67.  And  what  was  your  contribution  to  the  county 
in  1877  ? — Do  you  mean  the  entire  sum,  sir? 

68.  No.  How  much  in  the  pouucl? — About  id. 
and  a fraction.  The  sum  in  1877,  wars  a fraction  over 
id.  in  the  pound. 

69.  Have  the  Commissioners  liad  those  queries  we 
sent  down  before  them  ? — They  have. 

70.  Did  they  come  to  any  resolution  ? — They  did  nut 
conre  to  any  resolution  on  the  subject,  they  left  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  then  Chairman  and  myself 
to  answer  your  queries. 

7 1 . And  you  halve  an  swered  them  in  accordance  with 
his  instructions  ? — Yes. 

7 2.  As  a matter  of  fact  is  it  the  wish  of  the  Com- 
missioners that  there  should  be  any  ailteration  whatever 
in  the  present  boundary? — They  are  desirous  of 
having  no  extension  of  the  boundary. 

73.  Was  tire  question  of  the  revision  of  the  .wards 
ever  discussed  ? — It  was  never  discussed. 


74.  As  far  as  you  know,  there  is  no  dissatisfaction 
with  tlie  present  arrangement? — Well  I would  notlike 
to  say  that. 

75.  The  Commissioners  have  never  said  anything 
about  it  themselves  ? — No,  sir.  They  have  never  said 
anythingabout  it  themselves.  Hiereis  an  awkwardness 
in  the  boundaries.  There  is  one  square  taken  in  that 
seems  a very  awkward  arrangement ; it  is  not  a regular 
artery. 

76.  Mr.  Robinson. — What  square  is  that? — It  is 
Market-square. 

7 7.  Mr.  Cotton. — Has  any  change  been  talked  of? — 
Hiere  has  been  no  change  talked  of  officially  that  I am 
aware  of.  I understand  that  it  was  done  to  raise  the 
valuation  of  one  of  the  wards.  There  is  a difference  ot 
near  a thousand  pounds  in  the  valuation  of  the  North 
and  South  words. 

78.  Can  yon  separate  the  valuation  of  these— JW 

have  already  given  them  in  bulk  ? — The  valuation  of 
the  North  ward  is  £7,443  9s.,  and  of  tlie  South  ward 
£9, Hi  ISs.  , 

79.  You  gave  me  the  two  together  as  £17,382?-— 
No,  the  three  come  to  that  sum. 

80.  No ; the  whole  three  amount  to  £30,408  .— 

£17,000  odd  I gave  you  as  the  amount  of  the  two 
together.  , 

81.  £17,3S2  you  gave  me  as  the  valuation  of  the 
two  wards  together? — I said  that  in  round  nunihors 
the  valuation  of  the  North  war’d  was  £7,500  ; S01  b 
£9,500  ; West,  £13,000  ; that  is  £30,000  for  the  whom 
town.  There  is  a difference  of  near  £1,700. 

82.  How  much  do  you  make  them  ? — The  eoun . 
Down  side  is  £16,500. 
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53.  Take  them  separately? — The  North  ward, 
£7,443  9s. 

54.  How  much  for  the  South  ward? — £9,111  18s. 

So.  The  West?— £13,108  5s. 

86.  That  is  £900  less  than  the  present  valuation  ? 
—Well  sir,  that  has  increased  between  1878,  and  the 
present  year’s  rating,  the  summary  I have  been  using 
was  one  that  was  made  out  for  Mr.  Lawless,  when  he 
held  his  inquiry  here  in  connexion  with  the  Local 
Government  and  Taxation  of  Towns  Commission. 

87.  Mr.  Cotton. — In  fact  the  valuation  you  have 
given  me  for  the  wards  is  that  of  187S,  and  the  valu- 
ation of  the  whole  town  you  have  given  me  is  for 
1879? — Yes.  The  summary  was  made  out  for  Mr. 
Lawless’s  inquiry,  and  it  would  be  some  difficulty  to 
go  into  the  matter  again. 

55.  So  that  you  gave  me  the  valuation  as  £30,468 
is.] — Yes. 

89.  For  1878? — No,  for  1879.  That  is  the  rate  we 
am  at  present  collecting. 

90.  Then  the  town  has  gone  up  £900  in  the  valu- 
ation in  one  year  ?— It  has,  sir. 

91.  That  is  all  right ; I understand  now.  How  is 
the  town  lighted  ? — With  gas. 

92.  Do  the  Commissioners  own  the  gasworks  ? — The 
Commissioners  have  owned  them  since  the  1st  of 
January  last. 

93.  And  the  water — is  there  a large  water  supply  ? 
— Yes;  the  water  supply  is  also  under  the  control  of 
the  Commissioners. 

94.  It  Is  a very  large  scheme  ? — It  is  a very  large 
scheme. 

95.  The  supply  is  625,000  gallons  a day  ? — Yes. 

96.  Has  there  been  any  expression  of  opinion  on  the 
part  of  the  ratepayers,  independently  of  the  Com- 
missioners, as  to  whether  or  not  any  alteration  should 
lie  made  in  the  boundaries? — There  has  not,  sir. 

97.  And  you  have  heal’d  no  expression  of  opinion 
from  people  Imng  in  places  adjoining  the  township  as 


to  whether  they  would  wish  to  be  brought  in  ?— No,  Newbt. 

six'.  July  26,  1879. 

98.  Mr.  Robinson. — Was  the  question  ever  brought  ■ Wr  Ro"j^t  H 

before  the  ratepayers  in  any  way  ?— Well  it  was.  Doherty. 

99.  Was  no  meeting  convened?— Well,  I advertised 

the  meeting  for  to-day ; and  it  was  talked  of  generally 
at  the  time  the  queries  came  ; and  it  was  published  in 
the  ordinary  proceedings  of  the  Board.  „ 

100.  Is  the  3s.  municipal  rate  divided  under  different 
heads? — No,  sir ; it  is  all  under  one  head — a town 
rate. 

1 01.  Have  you  a water  rate  besides  ? — Yes,  a water 
rate  besides. 

102.  Of  how  much? — Is.  for  domestic  purposes 
and  6 d.  for  mills  and  stores,  and  M.  in  the  pound  for 
railways  and  canals.  That  3s.  rate  I would  remark  is 
divisible  iu  the  same  way.  There  is  only  a fourth 
part  paid  by  railways  and  canals  out  of  3s.  rate. 

103.  And  the  water-rate  of  Is.,  is  that  included  in 
the  3s.  ? — It  is  not. 

104.  Is  there  a sewage  rate  besides  ? — There  is  no 
sewage  rate,  although  the  Commissioners  expended, 
since  1865,  over  £5,000  in  drainage,  they  never  had 
any  special  rate  of  any  description. 

105.  Since  1865?— Yes. 

106.  Is  there  any  contemplated  large  expenditure 
under  the  head  of  sewerage? — Yes,  sir.  They  at 
present  contemplate  expending  £2,500  on  sewerage. 

107.  On  what? — A main  drain  through  the  eentre 
of  tins  street  opposite — from  Trevorhill-stveet  and 
Kihnurray-street,  into  the  tidal  river. 

108.  Is  there  anything  else  that  occurs  to  you  that 
you  would  wish  to  add  to  your  evidence,  and  that 
bears  on  the  subject  of  the  inquiry  ? — Perhaps  it  would 
he  well  to  say  that  the  parliamentary  boundary  contains 
2,533  acres  as  against  our  711  acres. 

109.  Mr.  Cotton. — We  have  no  concern  with  that 
whatever. 


Mr.  James  Francis 

110.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  the  Chairman  of  the 
Town  Commissioners  ? — I am. 

111.  How  long  have  you  occupied  the  position? — I 
was  the  last  appointed. 

112.  For  three  years  ? — No ; for  one  year. 

113.  How  long  are  you  a Commissioner  ? — I am  a 
Commissioner  since  1S65. 

114.  There  is  no  wish,  on  the  part  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, to  have  any  extension  or  alteration  of  the 
boundary  whatever  ] — I communicated  with  several  of 
them,  and  they  all  agreed  that  there  should  not  be  any 
change. 

115.  And  that  is  your  opinion  too?— -Yes;  that  is 
wy  opinion.  I do  not  see  any  object  in  making  the 
change,  and  several  ratepayer's  agree  in  the  same 
new. 

116*  And  do  you  think  there  is  no  necessity  or 
desirability  to  change  the  wards  in  any  way  ? — I think 
not ; I think  they  work  very  well. 

117.  Can  you  tell  me  wliat  guided  the  original 
framers  of  the  area  of  the  municipality? — I l-eally 
could  not  give  you  any  information  as  regards  that. 

118.  Did  you  assist  in  forming  the  township? — I 

did  not.  3 1 

119.  Is  there  any  tendency  as  to  building,  about  the 
town  hi  either  villas  or  otherwise  ? — Not  at  present. 

Doherty  mentioned  that  the  building  consisted  of 
alhng  up  vacancies  through  the  town.  Perhaps  there 
are  one  or  two  cases  where  building  is  not  extending 
out.  and  one  difficulty  is  that  of  obtaining  extended 
leases.  I suppose  it  is  due  to  that  in  great  measure ; 
mt  the  facts  are  that  it  is  ‘not  extending  in  that  way. 

1 20.  Sir.  Robinson.— Are  you  a poor  law  guardian  ? 
— I am. 

121.  Of  the  Newvy  Union? — Yes. 


Erskine  examined. 

1 22.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  electoral  divisions 
of  Newry  ? — I am  not. 

123.  Do  you  think  the  land  within  the  Newry 
electoral  division  is  more  valuable  from  its  proximity 
to  the  town  ? — No  doubt  about  it. 

124.  And  the  people  living  in  it  come  in  and  make 
use  of  the  streets  of  the  town,  and  use  the  town  for 
market  purposes  ? — Yes ; no  doubt. 

125.  And  are  you  of  opinion  that  for  the  use  they 
make  of  the  town  they  should  be  made  to  contribute 
to  the  municipal  rates? — Well,  I think  we  do  not  re- 
quire that.  I think  it  would  be  reasonable,  probably  ; 
but  any  further  taxation  would  not  be  desirable. 

126.  Do  you  think  it  would  he  possible  to  adopt 
the  electoral  division  boundary  of  Newry  as  the 
boundary  of  the  town? — I think  it  would  not  be 
possible  for  tbe  people  in  the.  vicinity  of  the  town  ; if 
it  were  adopted,  the  electoral  division  would  not  pro- 
bably pay  as  much  as  they  actually  pay  at  present, 
because  they  would  then  be  free  of  county  cess,  and 
that  would  not  incur  much  more,  expense  to  them. 
Probably  it  would  be  about  the  same  as  at  present 

127.  Mr.  Cotton. — It  would  be  no  benefit  to  them  ? 
— Little  or  nothing. 

128.  Do  you  think  the  electoral  divisions— the  two 
of  them  would  be  too  large  to  form  a township  out  of? 
— I think  they  would.  I think  it  would  not  be  vise 
at  present  to  make  any  alteration. 

129.  Would  there  he  any  object  in  bringing  the 
union  workhouse,  and  the  district  about  there,  within 
the  boundary  of  the  town? — I do  not  think  . there 
would. 

130.  In  some  places  wo  find  they  wish  to  take  in  the 
workhouse  in  order  to  bring  it  under  the  authority 
of  the  borough,  magistrates  ? — Well,  we  have  a Bench 


Mr.  Jsrnei  F. 
EfiVina.7 
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Netthy.  hereto  have  authority  over  them.  We  sit  once  a of  the  electoral  division  ? — I do  not.  We  should  have 

July  36,  1879.  week  here,  and  take  all  such  cases  as  may  come  had  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  here.  We  gave  him  notice 

— before  us.  to  come- 

Ermine  ' 13°-  Mr-  Robinson.— Do  you  know  the  valuation 


Mr.  James 


Mr.  James  Fagan  examined. 


131.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  a member  of  the  Town 
Commissioners  '! — I am. 

132.  Were  you  a Commissioner  when  the  Act  of 
the  9th  Geo.  IV.  was  first  adopted  for  Newry? — I 
was  not. 

133.  Were  you  a Commissioner  at  the  time  the  Act 
was  adopted  in  1865 ? — 1 was. 

134.  Did  you  take  any  part  in  having  the  town  put 
under  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  1 — I did. 

135.  Did  you  take  any  part  in  striking  out  the 
boundaries  then  adopted ! — I did. 

136.  Can  you  give  me  any  idea  as  to  what  prin- 
ciple guided  you  in  that? — We  were  very  much  guided 
by  the  houses  that  were  outside  regular  streets,  to  see 
whether  it  would  be  worth  while  to  bring  them  in  or 
not ; and  we  took  old  fences  for  our  limits.  We  did 
not  cut  through  any  fields  whatever ; we  took  either 
streets  or  old  fences. 

137.  In  some  directions,  I see  you  stretched  a great 
deal  more  than  others ; for  instance,  in  the  north-west 
you  have  gone  half  a mile  beyond  any  building  accord- 
ing to  this  map — beyond  the  union  workhouse? — 
North  of  the  union  workhouse.  We  don't  take  in  the 
union  workhouse  at  all. 

138.  You  left  it  out,  but  you  went  north  of  it  into 
the  country  a great  distance  ? — Not  very  far. 

139.  I suppose  what  guided  you  was 'to  take  in  all 
the  land  built  upon  or  likely  to  be  built  upon  ? — And 
we  did. 

140.  But  you  do  not  consider  it  should  extend 
beyond  that ! — We  do  not.  It  would  be  no  advantage 
to  the  town  to  have  it  extended  further ; quite  the 
contrary,  for  there  is  uo  prospect  whatever  of  any 
houses  being  built  outside  the  present  municipal 
boundary  for  some  years. 

141.  Then  you  have  no  wish  for  an  alteration  in 
the  present  boundary  ? — I think  there  should  be  none. 

142.  With  regard  to  the  roads,  do  you  think  them 
in  a satisfactory  condition  ? — I think  they  are.  The 
only  thing  I would  suggest  would  be  to  put  in  a block 
off  Hill- street.  It  is  just  for  uniformity  sake.  You 
could  run  down  the  boundary  from  the  North  to  the 
South  ward  from  Needham-bridge. 

143.  From  Margaret-street  to  Market-street  ought 
to  be  thrown  into  a different  ward  ? — Yes. 

144.  What  ward  is  it  in  now  ? — The  North. 

145.  Do  vou  think  it  should  be  put  into  the  South  ? 
—Yes. 

146.  On  what  ground? — On  the  ground  that  there 
iB  more  in  the  South  than  in  the  North.  I believe  that 
the  first  Chairman,  under  the  Act  of  1854,  resided  in 
that,  and  it  was  more  out  of  compliment  to  him  that 
the  arrangement  was  made  as  it  now  exists,  because 
he  took  a great  deal  of  trouble  in  getting  the  Act  in- 
troduced here ; so  that  when  they  left  him  in  the 
North  ward  it  was  at  his  own  special  request. 

147.  What  difference  does  it  make? — Not  much. 
Instead  of  having  it  going  along  Hill-street,  you 
would  have  it  going  down  Margaret-street  to  the  Need- 
ham-bridge. 

148.  There  is  no  difference  whatever,  except  that  it 
would  be  a more  natural  division? — Yes. 


149.  It  is  not  for  the  sake  of  utilizing  the  valuation 
of  the  property  or  anything  of  that  sort? — Not  at  all. 
I may  mention  there  ai-e  a great  deal  of  new  buildings, 
erected  during  the  last  two  years,  in  the  North  ward 
particularly  in  Sandy’s-street  close  by  here,  that  will 
increase  the  valuation  of  the  North  ward;  and  there 
have  been  some  new  buildings  erected  in  Ohurcli- 
street,  in  the  North  ward.  I think  ten  new  houses 
have  been  erected  there. 

150.  There  are  new'  buildings  erected  in  Chureli- 
street,  off  Pound-street  ? — Church-street  they  are  in. 

151.  Pound-street  is  an  extension  of  Church-street! 
— A continuation  of  Church-street. 

152.  Those  buildings  go  out  to  the  very  limit  of  the 
town  ? — They  do  not. 

153.  They  are  shown  on  the  map  so? — They  are 
between  Cowan-street  and  High-street.  I think  there 
were  one  or  two  erected  there,  but  they  are  not  veir 
good. 

154.  They  are  not  anything  to  induce  you  to  go  out 
along  that  road  any  further? — Not  at  all.  1 may 
mention  that  a great  deal  better  fields  outside  the 
boundary  are  townparks,  and  there  is  not  a great  pros- 
pect of  any  buildings  being  erected  upon  them,  par- 
ticularly because,  as  I said  before,  the  leases  are  against 
building. 

155.  And  the  occupiers  of  the  townparks  reside  in 
the  town? — Yes. 

156.  And  are  ratepayers  ? — Yes ; ratepayers. 

157.  So  that  it  would  not  increase  the  number  of 
ratepayers  to  make  a moderate  extension  outside  the 
town  % — I think  not. 

158.  Have  you  any  other  improvements  which  the 
Commissioners  would  carry  out  if  they  had  means  1— 
We  want  more  drainage.  We  have  done  a great  deal 
of  drainage,  but  we  want  more. 

159.  Mr.  Robinson. —If  you  included  the  two 
electoral  divisions  do  you  think  the  area  of  taxation 
would  be  sufficient  to  meet  this  difficulty  ? — I think 
it  would. 

160.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  1—  I think 
it  would.  We  want  to  borrow  money  to  make  the 
drainage,  and  the  two  electoral  divisions  would  la' 
sufficient  to  pay  the  money  to  the  Government,  and 
the  interest,  if  they  give  us  the  money. 

161.  Mr.  Cotton. — I do  not  understand  you  to 
advocate  an  increase  of  the  town  to  the  size  of  the  two 
electoral  divisions? — Oh,  not  at  all.  I may  mention, 
also,  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  building  for 
manufacturing  purposes  is  taking  place  in  the  West 
Ward. 

1 62.  In  the  West  Ward  the  number  has  increased 

— Yes;  there  are  a great  many  mills  erected  there 
within  the  past  two  years.  . 

163.  Has  the  opening  of  the  docks  at  Greenore  ha 
any  effect  on  it? — Not  yet.  A great  deal  of  our 
merchants  live  in  Rostrevor  and  Warrenpoint  A 
large  number  of  merchants  go  down  there ; and  tea 
is  one  reason  why  there  are  not  many  villas  erec 
in  the  town.  They  go  down  there  for  the  sake  of  t « 
sea  bathing. 


Mr.  John  K. 
Todd. 


Mr.  J ohn  K.  Todd  examined. 


164.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  have  heard  what  was  said 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners — do  you 
agree  with  the  views  he  has  expressed  ? — I do ; X agree 
with  every  word  said  by  Mr.  Erskine  and  Mr.  Fay. 
It  would  be  perfectly  absurd  to  think  of  including  the 


electoral  division  of  Newry.  It  extends  miles  on 
into  the  country — on  the  south  side  four  Irish  miles, 
and  nearly  three  Irish  miles  on  the  west  side.  I*  S0® 
away  to  Bessbrook.  _ 

165.  Well,  you  see  that  a Committee  of  the  Bouse 
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of  Commons  expressed  an  opinion  that,  in  dealing 
with  this  question,  cave  should  be  taken  to  make 
municipal  wards  conterminous  with  wards  for  Poor 
Law  purposes,  and  towns  with  Poor  Law  electoral 


divisions,  so  that  we  have  to  inquire  into  the  question  Nbwbt. 
in  each  case,  whether  it  is  desirable  or  absurd  ? — I July  2$,  i87». 
think  it  would  be  absurd  in  this  case ; I think  it  ^ K 
would  be  out  of  the  question  altogether-.  * Todii.°  ° 


Mr.  Thomas  Irvine  examined. 


166.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  a Town  Commissioner  ? 
— Yes. 

167.  It  has  been  stated  here  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Commissioners  that  the  general  feeling  is  that  no 
alteration  whatever  is  desirable  of  the  present  boun- 
daries — do  you  agree  in  that! — Yes,  I don’t  see  any 
change  that  could  be  made  at  present. 

168.  Do  you  think  there  should  be  any  alteration 
whatever  made  in  the  wards  2 — I think  not.  If  the 
electoral  boundary  was  altered  in  some  way,  but  I don’t 
think  you  are  going  to  interfere  with  that. 

169.  Do  you  mean  the  parliamentary  boundary  ? — 
Yes. 

170.  We  have  nothing  to  say  to  that? — I have 
heard  rro  complaint  about  the  borough  boundary. 


171.  Mr.  Robinson. — Were  you  a Commissioner 
when  the  town  was  put  under  the  Act  of  1848  ? — 
Yes. 

172.  Have  you  any  idea  what  was  the  boundary  of 
the  town  under  the  9 th  of  George  IY. — whether  or 
not  it  was  larger  than  the  present  limits  ? — Under  the 
9th  of  George  IV.  it  only  took  in  the  last  houses 
where  they  were  built.  They  collected  only  6 d.  in 
the  pound  on  houses  rated  under  £10,  and  that  would 
not  pay  much  for  either  cleansing  or  lighting.  There 
was  a local  valuation  which  the  Commissioners  had 
under  the  9th  of  George  IV.,  and  when  the  Govern- 
ment valuation  came  in  it  knocked  it  all  to  pieces. 


Mr.  Thomas 


Mr.  Joseph  Lister  Mares  examined. 


173.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  are  the  Borough  Surveyor  ? 
— Yes,  I am. 

174.  The  town  is  supplied  with  water  under  a 
special  Act? — Under  the  Newry  Borough  Improve- 
ment Act. 

175.  Can  you  give  me  any  idea  where  the  water- 
works are  ? — There  was  originally  a supply  of  water 
here  from  two  small  reservoirs. 

176.  Those  are  marked  on  the  Ordnance  map? — 
Yes.  In  1871  there  was  an  Act  got  for  the  purpose 
of  the  borough  improvement  and  water,  and  the  Cam- 
lough  lake  was  raised  and  the  drainage  area  into  it 
very  nearly  doubled. 

177.  How  far  is  Camlough  lake  from  the  town? — 
A little  under  four  English  miles  from  the  town — 
about  three  and  three-quai-ter  English  miles. 

178.  And  what  is  the  supply  now  ? — The  Town 
Commissioners  didn’t  carry  out  the  works  themselves. 
They  paid  a sum  of  £12,000  to  a trustee  or  trustees 
who  were  called  the  Camlough  Waterworks  Trust, 
and  they  carried  out  the  works.  They  were  bound  to 
raise  a loan,  lay  pipes  from  tbe  lake  into  the  town, 
and  construct  a small  service  reservoir,  and  to  supply 
diiily  625,000  gallons,  and  maintain  the  works  in 
order  and  so  on. 

179.  Is  that  625,000  gallons  supplied  now? — Yes, 
it  is. 

180.  Is  that  for  domestic  purposes  ? — They  are  only 
lxrand  to  deliver  that  quantity  for  the  Commissioners 
into  the  Egyptian  Arch  reservoir,  and  they  can  do 
what  they  like  after  that,  and  for  that  the  Commis- 
sioners paid  the  trustees  the  sum  of  £12,000,  which 
did  not  cover  the  cost  of  the  whole  of  the  works  of 
the  town. 

181.  That  £12,000  was  raised  by  the  town  on  loan? 
—Yes. 

182.  Is  it  being  paid  off? — Yes. 

183.  By  sinking  fund? — Yes. 

184.  At  what  rate? — Sixpence  farthing,  I think. 
There  were  other  loans  for  markets  and  so  on,  and  this 
£12,000  was  part  of  them.  I may  mention  that 
625,000  gallons  is  the  daily  service  of  water. 

185.  In  what  state  is  the  sewerage  of  the  town  ? — 
There  has  been  a great  deal  of  money  expended  on  it, 
and  if  we  get  this  loan  of  £2,500  we  contemplate 
making  a main  sewer  to  run  up  Main-street,  and 
through  Hill-street,  and  then,  with  some  branch  sewers, 
this  side  of  the  town  will  be  perfect.  There  is  a large 
open  drain  which  must  be  covered,  because  at  present 
it  is  more  or  less  of  a nuisance  in  dry  weather. 

. 186-  Besides  this  £2,500  do  you  contemplate  any 
other  expenditure  ? — The  £2,500  is  for  the  county 


Down  side  of  the  town.  We  have  been  laving  out  about 
£150  or  more  every  year  on  drainage,  and  we  calcu- 
late that  the  interest  on  that  £2,500  to  the  Board  of 
Works  would  be  saved,  and  that  we  should  not  expend 
more  than  that  £150.  If  we  borrowed  that  £2,500 
at  a low  rate,  that  £150  a year  would  more  than  pay 
the  interest  upon  it  and  pay  it  off,  and  we  need  not  go 
into  any  heavier  taxation.  We  have  not  increased  the 
taxation,  because  we  have  at  present  been  laying  out 
£150  a year,  and  that  would  more  than  cover  the 
interest  and  sinking  fund. 

1S7.  How  many  miles  of  roads  and  streets  are  there? 
— Eleven  miles. 

188.  What  is  the  cost  of  road  maintenance — you 
maintain  them  all  yourselves  ?— Yes,  we  break  the 
stones ; we  have  a stone  breaker  and  several  surface 


189.  And  I suppose  alarge  proportion  of  that  eleven 
miles  is  country  roads  ? — There  are  a few  of  them  near 
the  town  boundary,  but  there  is  very  heavy  traffic 
through  the  central  streets  of  the  town.  They  are- 
nearly  half  and  half  on  the  Arm  agh  side.  There  are  five- 
and  a-half  miles  of  streets,  nearly  every  one  of  which  has-, 
heavy  traffic— main  streets  to  the  mills,  railway,  and 


canal. 

190.  Do  you  think  it  beneficial  that  the  Commis- 
sioners should  be  tbe  road  authority  ? — I think  so.  I 
think  the  county  cess  will  be  something  over  2s.  in 
the  pound,  and  we  do  not  expend  that  on  the  roads. 

191.  It  used  to  be  2s.  ? — Yes. 

192.  Can  you  tell  me  what  the  maintenance  of  the 
roads  costs? — About  £750  a year  on  tbe  surface  re- 
pairs of  tbe  roads,  but  we  lay  out  other  money  in 
flagging  and  footways. 

193.  Previously  you  paid  a sum  of  £19,200? — 


194.  It  was  in  1871  you  became  the  road  authority  ? 
Yes ; I was  not  surveyor  until  1873. 

195.  Yon  don’t  know  what  the  Grand  Jury  did 
before  that  in  the  way  of  town  works? — They  did  ex- 
pend some  money  on  drainage  on  the  County  Down 
side.  I live  on  the  County  Armagh  side,  and  the 
streets  were  also  under  contract  with  different  road 
contractors  for  the  streets,  and  the  same  contracts  had 
not  expired  when  I took  charge  of  the  County  Armagh 
side,  and  I was  very  glad  to  take  them  up. 

196.  You  think  the  reads  come  to ? — Between 

£700  and  £800  at  the  outside. 

197.  Were  yon  resident  in  Ffewry  before  18<  1 ? — I 


was. 

198.  Do  you  think  they  are 
before  ? — Yes. 


better  kept  now  than 

4 E 


Mr.  Joseph 
Lister  Mares. 
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MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


July  28,  1879. 

Mr.  Joseph 
Lister  Mares. 


190.  Is  there  any  observation  that  occurs  to  you  as 
to  the  boundaries,  whether*  they  should  be  altered  at 
all  or  not  1 — Well,  no  ; I would  not  alter  them  from  an 
engineering  point  of  view.  We  do  not  want  any  ex- 
tension of  the  boundary  as  far  as  sewerage  is  concerned. 

200.  Are  any  of  your  drains  laid  out  so  as  to  benefit 
any  extent  of  country  beyond  the  boundary  il  neces- 
sary?— No  ; the  only  drain  that  does  extend  outside 
is  one  up  to  the  door  of  a house  which  has  been 
rated.  There  are  no  houses  outside  the  boundary  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  half  a dozen  or  so,  not  more.  I mean 
close  to  it. 

201.  And  does  the  gas-lighting  extend  to  the  boun- 
dary in  all  cases  along  the  streets  ? — In  all  the  streets 
it  does.  There  are  a couple  of  smaller  roads  where  it 
does  not  extend. 

202.  But  those  smaller  roads  are  not  built  on? — 
Not  built  on.  There  are  one  or  two  small  cotter 
houses  on  back  roads,  but  wherever  it  is  covered  by  a 
number  of  houses  it  is  all  lit. 

203.  The  whole  of  the  town  is  fairly  lit? — Yes; 
well,  they  ai-e  putting  up  a lot  more  lamps.  This  year 
they  are  improving  the  lighting  of  the  town.  The 
Commissioners  have  only  got  charge  of  the  gas  works 
since  the  beginning  of  the  year.  There  were  200  lamps 
and  they  are  putting  up  eighty  more  now. 


201.  What  is  the  charge  to  private  consumers  for 
gas?— 5s.— 5s.  5cl,  up  to  the  1st  of  July;  5s.  5 d.  per 
1,000.  We  contemplate  a reduction  in  the  price -is 
soon  as  we  get  into  working  order.  In  reference  to 
the  water,  I may  remark  that  we  are  consuming  that 
625,000  gallons  ; we  are  wasting  it. 

205.  That  is  something  more  than  forty  gallons  a 
head  ? — Yes. 

20C.  Does  that  include  water  for  manufacturing 
purposes? — Yes.  ^ 

207.  How  much  of  that  quantity  would  you  put  as 
goiug  to  manufacture  ? — Well,  I think  that  the  special 
supplies  come  to  something  about  £400  a year,  or 
something  near  it. 

208.  What  rate  do  you  charge  manufacturers'?— 
It  depends  ; from  Is.  a thousand  down  to  6d.,  and  the 
railway  company  have  a special  rate  on  account  of 
huge  consumption. 

209.  Taking  away  all  that,  how  much  would  it 
leave— thirty  gallons  a head  ? — There  is  a great  deal  of 
waste,  there  is  no  question  about  that. 

210.  It  would  take  about  twenty  gallons  for  the 
consumption.? — Twenty  gallons  would  be  about  the 
consumption,  and  there  is  nearly  as  much  more  goin>> 
to  waste. 

The  inquiry  then  closed. 


Tmi  rjuBMour. 

Mr.  cTc. 
Fitzgerald. 


TEMPLEMOEE— 13th  MAECH,  1S79. 


(Before  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e.) 


Mr.  C.  C.  .Fitzgerald,  j.p.,  examined. 


1.  I appeal-  at  the  request  of  Sir  John  Carden,  who 
regrets  veiy  much  he  is  unable  to  wait  upon  you  for 
the  purpose  of  opposing  any  extension  which  would 
include  his  mansion  house.  He  asked  me  because  I 
believe  I am  the  only  survivor  of  the  first  board 
who  were  incorporated  under  this  Act  in  Templemore 
with  the  exception  of  Sir  John  Craven  Carden  himself, 
to  state  his  objections  to  the  proposed  extension  of  the 
boundary.  It  was  within  my  own  knowledge,  for  I 
was  a party  to  the  movement.  Sir-  John  Carden 
personally  for  some  reasons  of  which  I am  ignorant, 
opposed  the  introduction  of  the  Act,  but  finding  that 
the  great  majority  of  the  ratepayers  were  in  favour  of 
the  Act,  he  yielded,  but  on  the  understanding  that  his 
mansion  house  was  never  to  be  included  within  the 
area  of  taxation.  I was  a party  to  that  as  one  of  the 
first  Commissioners ; Sir  J ohn  as  proprietor  of  the  town 
gave  consent  on  the  condition,  that  the  body  of  which 
I speak  would  never  take  any  step  that  would 
mclude  lus  mansion  house,  or  render  it  liable  to  be 
taxed.  That  is  within  my  own  knowledge,  and 
therefore  I speak  of  it  as  a fact ; I was  a part?  to  the 
arrangement,  and  I was  the  person  who  carried  on  the 
correspondence  at  the  time  with  Mr.  Ball  Greene  who 
was  then  superintendent  of  valuation.  I learned  from 
Sir  John,  that  the  area  has  been  twice  extended  since 
“ ??  CaSe  Was  ifc  contemplated  to 
indude  his  house.  He  never  would  have  Sven  his 
consent  to  the  introduction  ofthe  Act,  and  his  opposition 
would  have  been  fatal,  but  for  this  ai-rangement,  and 
theiefore  it  is  that  if  any  proposal  be  made  to  the  Com- 
missioner to  mclude  his  house,  it  would  involve  a 

bl'to  arkan«e“1ent  tliat  Was  hon°urably  entered 

into  with  him  by  the  board  who  were  the  predecessors 
of  the  existing  town  Commissioners,  and  he  asked  me 
to  hand  you  this  letter  (produced!  retn-o+f  x. 

^ sssas 

""  40  1,6  •«*  *•*— W 

“ Templemore  Abbey, 

„ T March  13th,  1879. 

bomduis  ofthe  totnsbi,,  of  Ephmje . l"  woto  w 


to  lay  before  you  a copy  of  the  minutes  of  a meeting  held  by 
the  Town  Commissioners  on  the  6th  July,  1863.  I am  of 
course  aware  that  you  have  the  power  to  recommend  the 
alteration  of  any  agreement  previously  made ; hut  I may 
add  that  had  1 opposed  the  formation  of  the  town  com- 
missioners, I could  have  done  so  by  a large  majority.  It 
may  be  said  by  some  that  I am  most  interested  in  the  town 
of  Templemore,  and  I should  pay  accordingly,  hut  I may 
remark  that  all  the  town  is  leased  for  ever  at  a nominal  rent 
of  one  shilling  a year,  and  I may  also  remark  that  with 
very  few  exceptions  the  townparks  are  not  higher  rented 
than  the  farms  on  my  estate.  I have  also  to  remark  that  the 
land  I hold  myself  including  my  deinense  lands  includes 
about  two-tliirds  of  the  town,  namely  from  Woodville  by 
Manna  Cottage  by  the  Abbey  and  tho  old  demesne  to  the 
Church.  The  object  of  some  is  to  include  the  Abbey,  which 
it  was  faithfully  agreed  not  to  do.  I do  not  consider  that 
extension  of  the  boundaries  is  advisable ; the  rate  is  often 
not  struck  to  the  full  amount.  I beg  to  express  my  confi- 
dence in  such  recommendations  as  you  may  think  fit  to 
make. 

“ I am,  gentlemen,  yours  obediently, 

John  Craj-en  Cards*. 

“ To  the  Municipal  Boundaries  Commissioners.” 


“ Templemore,  6th  March,  1879. 

“Sir  John  C.  Carden,  Bart. 

“ Sir — Ihereby  transcribefor  your  information  the  minutes 
of  a monthly  meeting  held  by  the  Commissioners  on  me 
6th  July,  1863 — John  Kennedy,  Esq.,  Chairman — with 
Messrs.  Guest,  Marks,  J.  Connolly,  O’Meara,  Bergin,  Ryan, 
Bohan  and  Glass. 

“Extension  or  Boundart. 

“ In  pursuance  of  notice  given  at  last  meeting  by  Mr- 
V.  O’Meara — moved  ‘ That  the  boundary  of  the  township  be 
extended  so  that  same  will  run  in  a straight  line  from  the 
front  lodge  to  Lloydsboro’  cross-road,  thence  to  Butlers 
lodge,  thence  easterly  through  Borrisbeg  to  the  corns  o 
the  grove  at  Eastwood,  thence  southerly  to  the  presen 
boundary  at  Farnderry,  all  as  pencilled  on  the  map  in  the 
Commissioners’  room,  and  that  in  nowise  the  Abbey,  the 
residence  of  Sir  John  Carden,  should  be  included,  same 
being  expressly  stipulated,  when  the  boundary  of  the  toim- 
ship  was  originally  formed,  and  at  a time  when  Sir  <10 
Carden  had  it  in  his  power  to  oppose  successfully  the  in- 
troduction of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  into  the  town 
Templemore.’  . , 

“Mr.  John  Connolly  then  proposed  the  following  amen 
ment  on  Mr.  O’Meara’s  notice : — 
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“‘That  the  addition  to  the  present  boundary  commence 
at  Sir  John  Carden’s  gate  entrance  on  the  Borrisoleigh-road, 
running  across  Sir  John’s  demesne  under  the  sawpit  to  (lie 
upper  end  of  Joe  Maher’s  field  on  the  Lloydsboro’-road, 
from  thence  taking  in  Mr.  Lanigan’s  old  farm,  and  along 
and  above  Butler's  lodge  to  the  millstone  on  the  Roscrea- 
road,  from  the  millstone  through  Borrisbcg  to  the  leading 
drain,  taking  in  the  shooting  ground,  from  thence  to  the 
River  Suir,  and  along  by  the  River  Suir,  to  Greenwood- 
bridge,  and  from  Greenwood-bridge  to  the  bridge  on  the 
Thurles-road,  which  is  the  boundary  of  the  parish  of 
Templemoro,  from  thence  across  to  the  present  boundary 
at  Joy  Hall,  and  from  thence  along  the  present  boundary 
to  Sir  John  Carden’s  gate  entrance  as  above.’  Mr. 
Connolly's  amendment  having  been  put  from  the  chair  was 
agreed  upon  by  the  majority  of  the  Council.  Mr.  O’Meara 
then  moved  that  the  portion  of  his  resolution  relative  to  the 
Abbey,  the  residence  of  Sir  John  Carden,  being  excluded 
from  the  proposed  extensionbe  adopted.  Themotion  having 
been  seconded  was  agreed  upon. 

“Signed,  “Jons  Kennedy,  Chairman. 

“ P.  tin.L,  Clerk.  " 

“ Sir  Johx — I cannot  find  anything  entered  in  any  of  the 
minutes  subsequent  to  alter  the  above.  The  day  fixed  by 


the  Municipal  Boundary  Commissioners  for  attending  at 
lemplemore  is  changed,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed. 

“ I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir  John, 

“ Your  obedient  servant, 

“ Johs  Casey.” 

3.  Mr.  Cotton. — Of  course,  Templemore  will  be 
dealt  with  according  to  the  same  rules  as  other  towns 
—no  one  town  will  be  dealt  with  exceptionally?— 
No,  but  Sir  John  will  expect  respectfully  that  his 
representation  will  be  considered.  He  states  in  his 
letter  that  he  pays  taxes  for  two-thirds  of  the  land 
round  the  town. 

4.  And  I take  your  presence  the  same  as  if  Sir 
John  was  here  to  state  his  own  views? — Yes.  He 
asked  me  to  represent  his  views,  and  I have  simply 
to  repeat  the  opinion  he  expressed  in  his  letter  that 
he  considers  any  addition  to  the  present  area  unneces- 
sary for  the  purposes  of  the  town,  and  he  also  refers 
to  the  fact  that  the  present  Commissioners  have  not 
levied  the  full  extent  of  the  rates  which  they  are  em- 
powered to  levy. 


Templemo 
March  13,  1: 

Mr.  C.  C. 
Fitzgerald. 


Mr.  J oitn  Casey  examined. 


5.  You  are  Clerk  to  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Templemore  ? — Yes. 

6.  How  long  have  you  held  that  ofiico  1 — Eleven  or 
twelve  years. 

7.  Under  what  Act  is  the  town  ? — The  Towns  Im- 
provement Act  of  1S54. 

8.  When  was  it  put  under  that  Act? — In  June, 
1800, 1 think. 

9.  Perhaps  by  referring  to  the  books  you  could  tell 
us  exactly? — Yes,  these  are  the  minutes  of  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Commissioners  held  on  the  22nd 
October,  1860. 

10.  Were  there  any  Commissioners  before  that  of 
any  kind  ? — Never  to  my  knowledge. 

11.  Was  the  Act  adopted  in  its  entirety  or  only  in 
part? — Only  in  part. 

12.  Was  the  town  ever  enlarged  from  its  original 
she? — Not  to  my  knowledge.  It  was  passed  in 
council  here  that  it  should  be  extended. 

13.  When  ? — I find  the  resolution  in  the  minutes 
of  Gth  July,  1SG3. 

14.  Just  turn  to  the  minutes  of  the  6th  July,  1S63, 
and  read  the  resolution  ? — (Book  produced.) 

“In  pursuance  of  notice  given  at  last  meeting  by  Mr. 
V . O’Meara— moved  * That  the  boundary  of  the  township  be 
extended  so  that  same  will  run  in  a straight  line  front  the 
front  lodge  to  Lloydsboro’  Cross-road,  thence  to  Butler’s 
lodge,  thence  easterly  through  Borrisbeg,  to  the  corner  of 
the  grove  at  Eastwood,  thence  southerly  to  the  present 
boundary  at  Farnderry,  all  as  pencilled  on  the  map  in  the 
Commissioners’ room ; and  that  in  nowise  the  Abbey,  the 
residence  of  Sir  John  Carden,  should  be  included,  same 
being  expressly  stipulated  when  the  boundary  of  the  town- 
ship was  originally  formed,  and  at  a time  when  Sir  John 
Garden  had  it  in  his  power  to  oppose  successfully  the  intro - 
uuction  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  into  the  town  of 
lemplemore.’  ” 

15.  I see  there  was  an  amendment  moved  and 
earned  for  alterations,  in  the  boundary  ?— Yes,  and 
then  Mr.  O’Meara  moved — 

“ That  the  portion  of  his  resolution  relative  to  the  Abbev, 
the  residence  of  Sir  John  Carden,  being  excluded  from  the 
proposed  extension  be  adopted.’ 

M ■^ie  motion  having  been  seconded  was  agreed 
upon”?— Yes.  ° 

17.  That  is  in  the  minute  hook  ? — Yes. 

’ i.  ^ar. as  you  know  the  boundary  has  never 
Never  since  tlae  ori8inal  boundary  was  fixed  ? 

19.  I see  that  in  the  replies  to  the  queiies  you  have 
not  given  the  population  of  the  town— do  you  know 
what  xt  is  1— It  is  3,497. 

o?‘  -S?at  cenfius  was  that  i— In  1861. 

3a.  10  W^at  k of  tbe  township  ? — 1,014a. 


22.  What  is  the  valuation? — £3,914  12s.  c 

23.  There  at  •e  no  wards  in  the  town  ? — No. 

24.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  town  situated  ? 
— In  Templemore  electoral  division. 

25.  What  were  the  municipal  rates  in  1874? — 
Tenpence  in  the  pound. 

26.  In  1875  what  were  they  ? — Sixpence. 

27.  And  in  1876? — Nothing. 

2S.  And  in  1877? — Eightpence. 

29.  And  last  year  ? — Eightpence  also. 

30.  What  were  the  poor  rates  during  the  same 
years? — In  1874,  Is.  3d.  in  the  pound  : 1875,  Is.  5 d.  ; 
1876,  Is. ; 1877,  Is.  2d. ; and  1878,  Is.  Qd. 

31.  What  was  the  county  cess  for  the  same  periods  ? 
— In  1S74  it  was  2s.  OJcZ.  in  the  pound ; in  1875  it 
was  2s.  l-Jtf.j  in  1876, 'is.  10jiL  ; in  1877,  Is.  10<Z.  • 
and  in  1878,  Is.  S $d.  in  the  pound. 

32.  Of  that  poor  rate  was  any  portion  a sanitary 
rate  ? — None  whatever,  except  in  187S. 

33.  The  Poor  Law  Guardians  are  the  sanitary 
authoi-ity  of  Templemore  ? — Yes. 

34.  Did  they  strike  any  special  sanitary  rate? — 
Yes,  in  1S78. 

35.  How  much  ? — Eourpence  in  the  pound  on  part 
of  Kiltilan. 

36.  But  only  on  that  towrdand  ? — Yes. 

37.  What  was  it  for  ? — For  sewerage  in  the  town. 

38.  The  whole  of  the  town  proper  lies  within  that 
townland? — Yes. 

39.  Was  there  any  sanitary  rate  struck  except  that 
since  1874?— Yes,  in  1877. 

40.  What  was  it  for  ? — I could  not  really  say. 

41.  What  was  the  amount  of  it? — Twopence. 

42.  Was  it  on  the  same  townland  ? — On  the  whole 
township. 

43.  And  not  outside  it? — No;  and  there  was  a 
burial  rate  of  a penny  in  1876. 

44.  How  far  does  the  township  of  Templemore  ex- 
tend from  the  centre  of  the  town  on  the  north  ? — A 
very  small  distance.  I never  measured  it. 

45.  Is  it  half  a mile  ? — It  is  less  than  half  a mile. 

46.  To  the  west  how  far  does  it  extend  from  the 
market  house  ? — Nearly  a mile. 

47.  And  to  the  soxith  how  far  ? — Under  a mile. 

48.  To  the  east?— Under  a mile  a little. 

49.  It  takes  in  the  railway  station  ? — It  does. 

50.  And  all  the  works  connected  with  it? — Yes. 

51.  What  sources  of  income  have  the  town  besides 
the  rate  ? — None  whatever. 

52.  Haven’t  they  the  dog  tax  ? — They  have. 

53.  How  much  does  it  come  to? — About  £7  annu- 
ally. 

54.  Have  they  anything  from  fines? — Yes;  they 
have  half  the  fines. 

4 B 2 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


556 


MUNICIPAL  BOUNDARIES  COMMISSION. 


Templemore.  55.  How  much  does  that  come  to? — One  year  it 
March  13, 1S7U.  was  £75,  and  this  year  I am  not  quite  aware. 

Mr  ioiln  56.  What  are  the  total  expenditure  and  receipts  of 

Casev.  the  township? — The  total  expenditure  was  £122  2s.  GJ., 

and  the  total  receipts  £219  7s.  Id.,  and  there  is  a 
balance  of  £90  in  hands. 

57.  Has  there  been  any  meeting  of  the  Commis- 
sioners held  to  consider  the  question  of  the  boundary 
extension? — Yes,  there  has. 

58.  And  they  authorized  you  to  give  these  answers? 
— Yes.  It  was  in  this  room  I wrote  them  under  their 
jurisdiction. 

59.  Did  they  come  to  any  resolution  on  the  subject? 
— There  is  a resolution  on  the  books  on  the  2nd 
December. 

GO.  How  many  Commissioners  are  there  ? — Fifteen. 

Gl.  And  how  many  attended  that  meeting? — Eight. 

62.  There  was  no  resolution  pointing  to  any  parti- 
cular boundary  ? — No. 

63.  But  they  came  to  a resolution  to  extend  ? — 
Yes. 

64.  Was  that  resolution  unanimous? — Yes ; unani- 
mous amongst  the  Commissioners  present  then. 

65.  Is  it  upon  the  minutes  in  that  shape? — No. 
The  Commissioners  now  present  were  there  at  the 
time. 

66.  Your  answer  to  the  query,  whether  you  con- 
sider the  present  boundary  satisfactory  is,  “ It  is  too 
small  and  unevenly  divided”? — Yes. 

67.  That  was  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners 
present  on  that  day? — Yes. 

68.  What  do  you  mean  by  “ unevenly  divided  ” ? — 
That  it  doesn’t  extend  to  the  one  distance  all  round. 

_ 69-  They  did  not  come  to  the  conclusion  of  submit- 
ting any  particular  radius  ? — Some  were  for  the 
electoral  division,  and  some  were  for  the  mile  radius. 

70.  No.  9 of  our  questions  is,  “ Are  there  any 
changes  in  the  existing  boundaries  which  they  would 
suggest  as  desirable,  whether  in  the  direction  of  ex- 
tending, limiting,  or  otherwise  altering  them?” 
And  your  answer  to  that  is,  “Taking  the  market 
house  as  a centre,  and  the  utmost  point  of  present 
boundary  at  Greenwood  as  a radius,  and  a circle  de- 
scribed thereby  be  the  extension."  That  was  the 
unanimous  wish  of  the  Commissioners  then? — Yes. 

71.  And  you  got  directions  from  them  at  that  meet- 
ing to  return  that  answer?— Yes;  and  wrote  it  in 
their  presence,  and  it  was  read  a second  time  for 


72.  How  many  inhabitants  of  Templemore  are 
qualified  to  vote  for  Commissioners  at  the  elections  ? 
—One  hundred  and  seventy-two.  That  is  not  rated  to 
£12,  and  there  are  46  rated  at  £12  and  upwards. 

73.  That  is,  that  there  are  21S  qualified  to  vote  for 
the  Commissioners,  and  46  qualified  to  be  Commis- 
sioners 1— Yes ; but  amongst  the  46  there  are  some 
women.  There  are  46  houses  rated  up  to  £12. 

74.  In  considering  this  question  of  extension,  did 
they  consider  how  many  additional  votes  would  be 
brought  in?— They  did  not. 

75.  Or  how  many  gentlemen  in  addition  would  be 
qualified  to  become  Commissioners  ?— They  did  not 
cor^ider  that.  There  was  no  reference  to  that. 

,,  7.6‘  consider  the  area  or  the  valuation 

that  would  be  brought  in? — They  did. 

77j  much  did  they  consider  the  additional  area 

would  be  ?— They  considered  it  would  be  one-third 
additional. 

7e'»A^t  t!!e  additi°ual  valuation  would  be  how 
much? — Nearly  the  same— one-third 

80.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  in  anyway 
whether  they  would  wish  to  become  the  sanitary 
; uthonty  agam  themselves?— They  have. 

81.  Have  they  arrived  at  any  resolution  l~ Yes, 
they  have.  They  have  a provisional  order  from  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

82.  There  is  a provisional  order  ?— Yes,  it  is  goine 

to  become  law  in  Parliament.  8 


83.  Have  they  considered  this  question  at  all- 

supposing  they  do  get  this  provisional  order  confirm*! 
whether  they  would  wish  to  take  up  the  roads  an  1 
bridges  from  the  Grand  Jury  ?— Yes,  we  have  T?  d 
often  said  they  would  if  they  could.  ' ey 

84.  You  m-e  aware  it  is  possible  to  do  so  when  they 

become  the  Urban  Authority  ?— When  sanctioned  bv 
the  Grand  Jury.  * 

85.  Do  they  not  know  that  it  is  possible  under  the 
Act  of  last  year,  to  get  possession  of  the  roads  and 
bridges,  whether  the  Grand  Jury  like  it  or  nnt?  t 
don’t  think  they  do. 


86.  The  Act  of  last  year,  empowers  the  Load 
Government  Board,  after  receiving  a memorial  from 
the  Urban  Authority  (Templemore  would  be  an 
Urban  Authority,  when  they  get  the  provisional  order 
confirmed),  praying  to  have  transferred  to  them  the 
powers  of  the  Grand  Jury  over  roads  and  brid«es— 
whether  the  Grand  Jury  consent  or  not — the°Act 
empowers  the  Local  Government  Board,  to  issue  if 
they  see  fit  a further  provisional  order  transferrin" 
the  powers.  That  order  lias  to  become  law,  and  may 
be  opposed  of  course.  Have  the  Commissioners  era 
considered  the  matter  in  that  light? — No,  sir.  It 
would  be  very  beneficial  to  the  town,  I think  to  have 
the  change. 

87.  How  Is  the  town  lighted  ?— By  oil,  and  paid  for 
out  of  the  rates. 

88.  Is  it  considered  well  lit  ? — Yes. 

89.  There  is  no  general  wish  for  an  extension  of  the 
lighting  ? — Not  that  I heard. 

90.  Of  what  description  is  the  water-supply?— Yerv 
poor. 


91.  What  is  the  supply  from? — Only  pumps. 

92.  Are  they  public  pumps  ? — They  are. 

93.  Kept  in  repair  by  the  guardians? — Very  badly 
kept  in  repair. 

94.  Do  the  guardians  refuse  to  do  the  work  which 
the  Commissioners  consider  necessary  ? — In  so  far  that 
they  pay  no  respect  to  reports  sent  to  them  from  time 
to  time.  . 


95.  How  is  the  town  off  for  drainage  ? — It  wants 
to  be  drained. 

96.  It  is  not  well  drained  1 — It  is  not. 


97.  Could  the  Commissioners  out  of  then-  present 
income  do  anything  towards  drainage  ? — Very  little 
indeed.  The  income  is  small ; only  6 d.  in  the 
pound. 

98.  Is  there  anything  else  the  Commissioners  would 
do  if  they  had  a larger  income  ? — I am  sure  there  is. 

99.  What? — They  would  drain  the  town  thoroughly. 

100.  Anything  except  drainage?  — They  would 
bring  water  too. 

101.  Was  there  any  project  to  bring  water  to  the 
town  ? — There  was  a suggestion  between  the  Commis- 
sioners regarding  it. 

102.  But  have  they  ever  gone  into  any  detailed 
project  involving  an  estimated  expense  ? — Partially. 

103.  What  was  that  expense? — To  bring  water 
from  Sir  John’s  Well,  known  as  the  Black  Well,  into 
the  town,  there  was  a probable  estimate  of  about 
£100. 

104.  Only  £100?— Yes.  - 

105.  Are  there  any  other  sources  from  which  water 
could  be  brought  ? — Yes  ; the  War  Department  were 
in  contemplation  sometime  ago,  of  bringing  water  from 
a hill  called  the  Devil’s  Bit  to  the  garrison. 

106.  Independent  of  the  town? — Yes,  and  they 
would  let  or  sell  to  the  town  as  soon  as  they  brought 
it  to  the  end  of  the  town,  and  give  the  Commissioners 
an  opportunity  of  supplying  the  town  from  that 
source. 

107.  How  are  the  barracks  supplied  with  water  at 
present? — By  pumps. 

108.  The  Black  Well  is  the  private  property  of  S’1 
J ohn  Carden  ? — Yes. 

109.  And  has  he  ever  been  asked  to  allow  this  sup- 
ply of  water  ? — Yes  ; and  he  says  if  pipes  are  brought 
under  ground  sufficiently  deep  he  has  no  objection. 

110.  In  fact,  if  the  thing  was  not  inconvenient  to 
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him  or  a nuisance,  he  would  have  no  objection  1 — 
No ; it  is  overflowing  at  the  source. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald. — I have  known  Sir  John  to  refuse 
water  from  that  well  for  any  purpose,  and  even  when 
the  town  was  threatened  with  a removal  of  the  troops 
he  declined  to  give  his  consent  to  the  supply  of  the 
barracks,  which  ai-e  very  badly  supplied  with  water, 
and  I might  almost  say  he  would  not  allow  this  well  to 
be  used  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  town,  or 
allow  pipes  to  be  laid  down  in  his  demesne. 

111.  There  is  no  other  project  talked  of? — Witness. 
— No  sir. 

112.  Would  the  extension  you  mention  in  this  reply 
here  as  being  wished  for  by  the  Commissioner's  at  the 
meeting,  go  into  any  other  electoral  division  than 
Templemore? — The  extension  from  some  parts  of  the 
boundary  would  be  beyond  the  electoral  division,  but 
the  water  Mr.  Fitzgerald  is  speaking  of  is  already 
coming  into  the  town.  It  is  already  flowing  into  the 
town  at  the  bridge,  and  the  whole  thing  would  be  to 
utilize  it.  The  Commissioners  said  sometime  they 
would  put  a pump  there,  and  have  tire  water  more 


pure,  because  it  is  overflowing  on  the  surface,  and  is  Temple*  on, 
not  considered  the  best  water  on  that  account.  The  March  13,  isrs. 
water  is  still  there,  and  it  is  from  the  old  source.  jfr 

113.  Mr .Fitzgerald. — It  has  been  found  that  that  Casey. 
source  could  not  be  utilized,  because  the  military 
authorities  have  failed  to  supply  themselves  with  water 
from  that  source,  and  the  town  lias  been  several  times 
threatened  with  the  removal  of  the  troops,  and  they 
have  under  consideration  at  this  moment  a proposal 

to  bring  water  from  a greater  distance — the  Devil’s 
Bit  Mountain. 

114.  Would  that  extension  that  is  alluded  to  in  the 
reply  take  in  many  gentlemen’s  places? — Witness — It 
would  bring  in  the  Abbey ; that  is  the  only  place  I 
know  of. 

115.  That  is  Sir  John’s  own  house  ? — Yes. 

116.  Would  it  bring  in  other  gentlemen’s  residences  ? 

—No. 

117.  Have  you  any  idea  how  many  additional  voters 
it  would  bring  in? — I think  it  would  bring  in  eight. 

118.  Do  you  mean  voters  or  Commissioners  ? — Two 
qualified  to  be  Commissioners  and  eight  voters. 


Mr.  Joseph  S.  Whittaker  examined. 


Mr.  Joseph  S. 
Whittaker. 


119.  You  are  Chairman  of  the  Templemore  Town 
Commissioners  ? — I am. 

120.  How  long  have  you  held  that  post? — For 
eight  years. 

121.  Were  you  at  the  meeting  of  the  2nd  December 
last? — Yes. 

122.  When  the  question  of  the  extension  of  the 
boundary  was  talked  of? — Yes. 

123.  What  was  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioner's 
who  attended  that  meeting? — My  opinion  was  that 
there  was  a necessity  for  the  extension  of  the 
boundary. 

124.  “ Taking  the  market-house  as  a centre  and  the 
utmost  point  of  the  present  boundary  at  Greenwood  as 
a radius  and  a circle  described  thereby  to  be  the  exten- 
sion " ? — Yes. 

125.  What  was  the  feeling  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners not  present  that  day  ? — I think  the  general 
feeling  is  for  extension. 

126.  For  that  extension  ? — Yes. 

127.  We  have  had  Sir  John  Carden’s  - opinion  on 
the  subject.  Do  you  happen  to  know  the  feeling  of 
anyone  else  who  would  be  brought  in  by  that  exten- 
sion 1 — I have  heard  one  man  express  a wish  for  a 
greater  extension. 

128.  Was  he  a ratepayer  of  the  town  ? — No. 

1 29.  Does  he  live  within  the  extension  ? — He  would 
be  within  the  extension  I mentioned  taking  the  whole 
of  the  electoral  division. 

130.  You  were  of  opinion  that  the  whole  of  the 
electoral  division  should  be  taken  in  ? — Yes. 

131.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  size  of  that  ? — I have 
not. 

1^2.  Have  you  any  idea  how  far  it  extends  from 
the  town  ? — It  extends  a very  small  distance  at  one 
side. 

133.  At  which  side? — At  Sir  John’s  side. 

134.  That  is  the  west? — Yes. 

135..  How  far  could  you  say  it  extends  on  the  west  ? 
—1  think  a mile. 


...  ,6;  And  how  far  does  it  extend  to  the  north  f- 
extends  about  a mile. 

7 . And  to  the  east  how  far  ? — To  near  Lougliin 
—about  two  miles. 

T,  l11  the  other  direction— to  the  south 

it  takes  about  the  same. 

139.  You  don’t  consider  two  miles  too  far?- 
would  not. 

. Y°u  insider  that  people  living  outside 

theto^iXMy^  fr°m  th6ir  Pr03dmit7 

141.  From  the  markets  ?— And  from  other  sour 


which  the  town  is  able  to  supply  and  which  they 
require.  For  instance,  manures  collected  in  the 
town. 

142.  You  mean  the  manures  of  the  town? — Yes. 

143.  Do  they  derive  any  other  advantages?  Are 
there  any  schools  to  which  the  children  from  the  out- 
side districts  come  ? — Yes,  they  come  to  the  National 
schools. 

144.  How  far  do  you  think  the  children  come  from 
the  outlying  districts  to  these  schools ! — About  a mile 
and  a half. 

145.  The  electoral  division  would  go  beyond  that 
distance  ? — It  would.  My  reason  for  speaking  of  the 
electoral  division  is,  that  if  a lesser  is  taken,  or  if  the 
radius  is  taken  which  has  been  described,  taking  the 
market-house  as  a centre  and  Greenwood  as  the  furthest 
point,  and  a radius  struck  round  it  will  cut  up  farms 
and  there  would  be  no  proper  defined  boundary  on  any 
map  to  describe  the  township. 

146.  You  are  of  opinion,  for  instance,  that  the 
boundaries  should  be  by  townlands  or  something  of 
that  kind  ? — Yes,  by  townlands. 

147.  With  regard  to  the  sanitary  authority  you 
have  already  got  a provisional  order  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  ? — Yes. 

148.  And  with  regai’d  to  the  question  of  taking  up 
the  roads  from  the  Grand  Jury,  if  you  could  do  it  what 
would  be  the  feeling  of  the  Commissioners  ? — I have 
heard  some  of  them  express  a wish  that  the  roads  were 
under  the  control  of  some  local  authority. 

1 49.  What  other  local  authority  could  there  be  but 
youi-selves  ? — No  other. 

150.  Then  it  means  yourselves  ? — Yes. 

151.  In  what  way  do  they  think  they  would  manage 
the  roads  better  ? — They  would  keep  the  roads  better. 
They  are  kept  in  a very  bad  state.  The  principal 
street  when  there  is  an  outpour  of  wet  can’t  be  crossed 
from  one  side  to  the  other. 

152.  Do  you  know  how  much  the  Grand  Jury  get 
out  of  the  town  ? — I think  they  get  between  £400  and 
£500  a year. 

153.  Have  you  ever  calculated  what  they  expend  on 
it  ? — I could  not  do  that. 

154.  The  Commissioners  have  not  gone  into  that?— 
No. 

155.  They  have  not  really  gone  into  the  question  of 
figures  as  to  the  roads  ? — No. 

156.  In  fact  they  were  not  aware  they  could  get  the 
control  in  spite  of  the  Grand  Jury? — No ; I should  have 
stated  that  we  made  inquiries  as  far  as  I can  recollect, 
at  one  time  about  it,  and  we  found  it  could  not  be,  but 
we  have  heard  of  another  board  getting  tbe  control. 
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Templemobe. 
March  IS,  187». 

Mr  Joseph  S. 
Whittaker. 


Town  Clerk. 


Mr.  Joseph  S 
Whittaker. 


Mr.  Jamc- 


Mr.  Williiin 
Fogarty. 


Mr.  Joseph 

Davy. 


Mr.  Dani  ! 
Maher. 


157.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners  ever  made  ap- 
plication to  the  Grand  Jury,  by  presentment  or  other- 
wise, for  any  works '! — W e have  got  some  assistance 
from  the  county  for  flagging. 


158.  Have  you  got  as  much  as  you  asked  i— -Never 

159.  What  have  you  asketl  in  1878  and  were  re. 
fused  1 — I could  not  tell  you  but  the  clerk  could. 


Town  Clekk,  re-examined. 


160.  Whatapplications  weremade  to  the  Grand  Jury 
in  the  last  two  years,  at  presentment  sessions,  for  works 
in  the  town  1— We  made  application  for  about  £50 
for  flagging,  and  £30  was  allowed;  and  for  guard 
walls  for  the  well  at  the  bridge,  and  they  were 
allowed. 

161.  To  what  amount? — £32. 


162.  Nothing  else  ? — No. 

1 63.  Infaet,  then,  you  got  what  you  asked  for  except 

that  you  only  got  £30  instead  of  £50for  flagging Yes 

164.  Do  you  know  what  the  Grand  Jury  spend  on 
the  town  ? — I do  not.  They  have  roads  themselves  in 
their  own  hands  this  year,  they  could  not  get  a road 
contractor  for  them  at  the  price  they  offered. 


Mr.  Whittaker’s  examination  resumed. 


165.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  state  ? — No, 
except  as  to  the  water.  We  have  had  hardly  any  water 
supply  for  the  past  four  mouths  or  live,  and  we  have 
made  several  applications  to  the  present  sanitary 
authority,  and  they  have  put  the  pumps  once  in  repair, 
and  done  nothing  since,  and  one  is  out  of  repair  for 
the  last  two  months. 

166.  You  are  becoming  the  sanitary  authority  your- 
selves now,  so  that  that  is  not  of  much  importance? — 
I got  the  clerk  to  write  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  asking  would  they  give  authority  to  expend 
something  in  getting  water  for  the  town,  and  we  got 
an  answer  that  it  could  not  be  done. 

167.  Are  there  any  other  things  in  the  town  that 
ought  to  be  done,  and  that  you  can’t  do  for  want  of 
funds  ? — There  is  the  drainage  of  the  town. 

168.  That  is  when  you  become  the  sanitary  authority? 
— Yes. 

169.  You  will  want  additional  funds  for  that? — 
Yes,  if  it  was  not  for  the  funds  we  derive  from  fines, 
and  some  small  portion  we  get  from  the  Government 
for  the  barracks,  and  the  dog  tax,  we  could  not.  get 
along. 

170.  How  much  do  the  Government  pay? — I think 
it  was  £13  for  the  last  year.  Even  the  shilling  rate 
would  not  do,  we  could  do  nothing  with  it. 


171.  I see  you  have  never  exercised  your  full  power? 
of  ratiug  ? — No,  we  considered  that  the  town  was  so 
heavily  taxed  for  poor  rates  and  county  cess,  that  we 
would  not  be  doing  justice  to  the  town  if  we  expended 
that  much  money  on  it,  or  taxed  them  to  the  fall  ex- 
tent of  our  taxing  power. 

172.  In  fact  you  want  to  get  money  from  the  out- 
side district  to  prevent  your  raising  your  own  rates  to 
your  full  limit? — We  want  the  outside  district  to 
bear  a proportion,  which  I think  they  should  do. 

173.  Still  it  is  a matter  of  fact  that  you  have  not 
raised  your  own  rate  to  a shilling  ? — No. 

174.  Not  within  the  last  five  years  ? — No,  nor  the 
last  nine  years. 

175.  Three  years  ago  you  struck  no  rate  at  all? — 
Yes. 

176.  The  outlying  lands,  with  the  exception  of  Sir 
John  Carden’s,  are  all  agricultural  lands? — Yes,  nearly 
all. 

177.  You  think  one-fourth  is  fair-  for  them  to  pay 
for  the  advantage  they  derive  from  the  town?— -Yes,  I 
do  think  it  fair. 

178.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  add  on  the 
subject  of  this  inquiry  £— I don't  know  of  anything 
else  that  I wish  to  say. 


Mi1.  James  Quinn  examined. 

179.  You  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of  18°-  Yon  ag^e  with  what  was  said  by  the  Chair- 

Templemore? I am.  man  as  to  extension  ? — I do. 

181.  You  have  nothing  to  add  ? — No,  sir. 


Mr.  William  Fogarty  examined. 


181.  Yon  are  one  of  the  Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

182.  You  heard  the  Chairman’s  evidence? — Yes. 

183.  Do  you  agree  with  him? — I do. 


184.  How  long  have  you  been  a Commissioner 
A great  many  years.  I am  the  oldest  Commissions!- 

185.  Were  you  one  of  those  present  at  the  mee  , 
on  the  2nd  of  December  ? — I was. 


Mr.  Joseph  Davy  examined. 

186.  You  are  one  of  the  Commissioners  ? — I am.  189.  Do  you  a»ree  with  that  ? — I do.  . 

187.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  on  the  2nd  190.  Have  vou  anything  additional  to  add?— 

December? — No,  sir. 

188.  You  heard  the  evidence  of  the  Chairman  with 
regard  to  the  extension  of  the  boundary  1 — Yes,  sir. 


Mr.  Daniel  Maher  examined. 

190.  You  are  a Commissioner  ? — I am.  193.  On  the  grounds  the  Chairman  stated  ?— Y«- 

191.  Do  you  agree  with  what  was  said  as  to  the 
extension  considered  necessary? — Yes. 
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Mr.  George  Patterson  examined. 


U‘2.  You  are  a Commissioner ? — I am. 

103.  Were  you  one  of  the  members  present  at  the 
meeting  on  the  2nd  December? — I was. 

K'i.  And  the  resolution  that  was  come  toby  the 
Commissioners  was,  that  extension  was  desirable  in 
tin-  terns  mentioned  in  the  reply  1 — Yes. 

105.  On  what  grounds  did.  you  fix  that? — On  the 
ground  that  it  would  take  in  parties  we  thought  de- 
rived benefit  from  contiguity  to  the  town.  There 
are  a number  of  parties  there  who  derive  more  or 
kss  benefit  from  the  town,  and  we  thought  it  fail' 
thev  should  bear  portion  of  the  rates,  and  the  fluids 
being  so  low  they  should  assist. 

190.  How  many  persons  besides  Sir  John  Carden 
would  be  taken  in  ? — Twenty  or  thirty  people.  .Far- 
mere  not  residing  on  the  property,  perhaps,  but  having 

197.  And  these  people,  you  thought,  derived  such 
benefit  that  they  should  be  asked  to  contribute  ? — I 
think  it  only  fair  they  should  bear  some  portion  of 
the  taxes. 

198.  You  think  a mile  is  about  the  distance  to 
which  that  benefit  goes  ? — I would  not  limit  it  to  a 
mile.  I would  adopt  the  plan  of  the  Chairman,  and 
have  townland  boundaries. 

199.  You  would  not  go  to  the  extent  of  two 
miles  ? — No ; I don’t  think  I would. 

200.  iTou  think  that  all  being  agricultural  holdings, 
except  Sir  John  Carden's,  one-fourth  is  a fail1  propor- 
tion for  them  to  pay  for  the  advantages  they  derive  ? 
— I think  it  is  very  fair. 

201.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Commissioners  who  were  not  present  at  that  meeting? 
— I think  the  general  opinion  is  in  favour  of  extension. 

202.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  any  of  those 
outsiders  who  would  be  taken  in  ? — Of  course  very  few 
people  like  to  be  taxed. 

203.  Have  you  heard  them  express  any  opinion  ? — 
No ; I heaixl  one  gentleman  express  himself  anxious 
to  l>e  taxed. 

20k  Is  he  here? — No;  he  is  in  Dublin  to-day.  I 
would  not  agree  with  the  Chairman  about  taking  up 
the  roads.  I don’t  think  that  would  be  desirable. 

205.  You  think  the  roads  are  better  left  to  the 
Grand  Jury? — I do. 

206.  You  think  you  get  a fair  return  from  the 
county  for  the  cess  you  pay  ? — Not  for  the  town  alone, 
but  we  do  for  the  neighbourhood. 

207.  I speak  of  the  town  as  the  entire  1,080  acres 
in  the  township  ? — I think  they  could  do  a great  deal 
more,  but,  at  the  same  time,  they  do  as  well  as  the 
Commissioners  could.  They  have  supervision  over 
the  roads  which  the  Commissioners  could  not  afford  to 
have.  They  have  the  County  Surveyor  and  a Deputy 
County  Surveyor.  The  Commissioners  would  not  be 
able  to  manage  it. 

208.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  add? — No; 
except  that  as  far  as  the  urban  sanitary  authority  is 

° me<^  ^ ^ veiy  desirable  we  should  have  that. 

, But  you  have  got  it  ? — We  have  a provisional 

order  for  it. 

210.  You  think  it  desirable  that  the  provisional 
onto  should  be  confirmed  ?— Decidedly. 

. -Amd  that  is  the  opinion  of  the  other  Commis- 
sioners ? Yes ; and  of  the  people  in  general. 


-ri--  You  think  you  could  do  the  sanitary  works 
better  1 — Far  better. 

213.  Are  there  any  other  works  which  the  Commis- 
sioners would  do,  and  which  they  are  prevented  from 
doing  now,  if  they  had  means  ?— Except  the  supply  of 
water  ; the  town  is  badly  supplied  with  water ; indeed 
not  at  all  supplied. 

214.  Has  any  estimate  ever  been  prepai-ed  of  the 
cost  of  drainage  of  the  town?— No,  because  the  Com- 
missioners knew  it  would  be  far  beyond  then'  power  ; 
it  would  be  idle  work. 

215.  Have  they  considered  that  when  they  become 
the  urban  sanitai-y  authority  they  may  he  obliged  to 
do  it  1 — They  may  consider  it  then,  but  it  would  cost 
a very  large  sum. 

216.  Did  they  contemplate  that  being  thrown  on 
them  when  they  applied  to  become  the  urban  sanitary 
authority  ? — Yes,  they  did  ; and  that  I think  was  one. 
of  the  reasons  that  induced  them — that  and  the  water 
supply.  They  expect  to  be  able  to  borrow  money  as 
soon  as  they  get  authority. 

217.  And  they  would  rather  do  it  that  way  than 
leave  it  to  the  Guardians  ? — Yes. 

218.  Mr.  Whittaker  (Chairman,  Town  Commis- 
sioners).— We  had  taken  the  contract  for  the  repairs 
of  the  pumps  and  keeping  them  in  order,  from  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  and  we  did  so  for  two  or  three 
years. 

219.  The  Commissioners  became  contractors  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians  ? — Yes,  and  we  kept  the  town 
very  fairly  from  that  time,  but  they  then  refused  to 
give  us  the  contract  at  a little  additional  to  what  we 
had  before. 

220.  And  since  that  they  have  kept  it  themselves  ? 
— Yes  ; and  the  people  are  actually  starved  here  for 
water  for  the  last  few  months. 

221.  Did  the  Guardians  oppose  the  provisional 
order  1 — No,  they  sanctioned  it.  It  was  mentioned  to 
me  that  the  Government  authorities  wished  the 
Sanitary  Board  of  Templemore  to  take  water  from 
them,  and  that  they  would  be  glad  to  give  it,  but  we 
were  not  in  a position  to  give  an  answer,  not  being 
the  sanitary  authority  of  the  town. 

222.  You  heard  what  Mr.  Fitzgerald  stated  at  the 
opening  of  the  inquiry  ? — Yes. 

223.  Have  you  any  remark  to  make  upon  that — 
namely  that  there  was  an  agreement  between  the 
Commissioners  originally  and  himself,  that  no  future 
extension  should  take  in  the  Abbey  ? — Yes,  we  have 
a recollection  of  that. 

224.  Were  you  an  original  Commissioner? — No, 

225.  Mr.  Fitzgerald. — Sir  John  expressed  himself  to 
me  this  morning  to  this  effect,  that  if  it  was  the  decision 
of  the  Commissioners  to  extend  the  present  boundaries, 
that  he  would  not  oppose  their  wish  to  extend  them 
to  such  an  extent  as  would  bring  in  some  of  his  land, 
but  he  would  decidedly  object  to  bringing  in  his 
mansion-house,  inasmuch  as  he  would  look  upon 
it  as  a breach  of  faith.  I need  not  observe  to  you 
that  I don’t  appear  in  any  capacity  except  to  deliver 
a message  from  Sir  J ohn.  Carden,  as  he  was  not  able 
to  come  himself,  for  I am  as  much  interested  in  the 
town  as  any  gentleman  present. 

The  inquiry  terminated. 


Templemore. 
JSarch  13,  1ST9. 

Mr.  George 
PatlersoD. 
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Till  IAMORE. 
May  15, 1879. 


TULLAMORE— 15th  MAY,  1S79. 
(Before  Mr.  C.  P.  Cotton,  c.e.) 


Mr.  Stephen 
Lynam. 


Mr.  Stephen  Lynam  examined. 


1.  You  are  clerk  to  tlie  Town  Commissioners  of 
Tullainore  ? — Yes. 

2.  How  loug  have  you  filled  that  office  1 — Since 
1872. 

3.  When  was  the  township  formed  ? — The  Towns 
Improvement  Act  was  adopted  on  the  19th  July,  1SG0, 
and  approved  of  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  the  23rd  of 
August  in  the  same  year-. 

4.  Was  it  previously  under  any  municipal  autho- 
rity?—No. 

5.  Was  the  Act  adopted  wholly  or  in  part  ? — Only 
in  part. 

6.  The  water  provisions  were  not  adopted  ? — No, 
they  were  not. 

7.  What  was  the  population  of  tlie  town  in  1871  ? 
—5,179. 

8.  Has  it  decreased  or  increased  since  ? — I believe 
the  population  has  increased  since  then. 

9.  Do  you  think  it  has  increased  beyond  0,000  ? — I 
could  not  say.  t 

10.  What  is  the  area  of  the  town? — 818a.  2r.  Gp. 

11.  And  the  valuation  ? — ,£5,359  18s. 

12.  Have  yon  a map  of  the  town  1 — No ; that  map 
(produced)  was  furnished  by  the  assistant  county  sur- 
veyor. In  it  he  shows  the  boundaries  of  the  town 
within  the  pink  lines. 

13.  You  have  no  map  of  your  own? — No.  The 

only  thing  we  have  of  the  old  records  is  the  Lord 
Lieutenant’s  order,  and  the  Gazette  of  the  23rd  August, 
1860. 


14.  Is  the  town  pretty  equally  situated  all  round 
the  central  point  ? — Not  exactly. 

15.  It  is  pretty  much  half  a mile  all  round? — Yes. 
I think  the  extreme  point  is  half  a mile,  if  not  more. 

16.  In  what  electoral  division  is  the  town  situated? 
— The  electoral  division  of  Tullamore. 

17.  Do  you  know  the  electoral  division  ? — I do. 

18.  Does  it  stretch  very  far  away  from  the  town  to 
the  north  ? — I should  say  it  extends'  at  least  a distance 
of  two  miles. 

19.  And  to  the  west  how  far?— Pretty  much  tlie 
same  distance. 

20.  And  to  the  south  how  far?— Well  I should 
say  about  two  miles  to  the  south. 

21.  To  the  east  how  far  does  it  extend? — It  is  not 
more  than  half  a mile  to  the  east. 

22.  What  is  the  number  of  Commissioners  ? — There 
are  fifteen. 


23.  How  many  ratepayers  are  there  ? — 220. 

24.  Of  these  220  how  many  would  be  qualified  to  sit 
as  Commissioners?— Forty-seven  would  be  qualified  tc 
sit. 

25.  Are  there  any  wards  in  the  town  ?— No  wards. 

-6.  Can  you  give  me  the  municipal  rates  for  the  lasf 

yeY®  ^~Yes-  In  1 874  it  was  8c?.  in  the  pound ; in 
lbi5,  Gel.  ; m 1876,  8 d. ; in  1877,  6 d. ; and  in  1878, 
u a.  also. 


-i.  What  was  the  poor-rate  in  these  years  ? — In  18? 
the  poor-rate  was  3s.  8 d. ; in  1875,  3s.  5 d. ; in  187 
-s.  6a. ; in  1877,  2s.  3d,  and  in  1878  2s.  9d.  in  tl 
pound. 

28.  Do  you  know  whether  any  portion  of  that  w: 
a special  sanitary  rate  ?— Yes,  Id.  of  it  was. 

29.  What  was  the  special  sanitary  rate  for  ?—Fi 
carrying  on  sanitary  matters  in  the  town ; that  is  : 
the  way  of  opening  old  sewers  and  reconstructing  the 
and  making  new  ones. 

30.  On  what  contributory  district  was  that  ra 
struck  ? — On  the  electoral  division. 


31.  On  the  whole  division?— Yes,  on  the  whole 
division. 

32.  Was  there  any  previous  special  .sanitary  rate  j— 
As  soon  as  the  Act  came  iuto  operation  there  was  a 
sanitary  rate.  It  has  been  from  Id  to  2d  since  for 
sanitary  purposes. 

33.  Were  these  sanitary  rates  always  struck  on  tlie 
whole  electoral  division  ? — Yes. 

34.  Can  you  tell  me  the  county  cess  for  these  rears! 
Yes;  in  1874  it  was  2s.  Ofd 

35.  That  is  for  tlie  whole  year  ? — Yes. 

36.  In  1875  how  much  was  it  ? — It  was  Is.  103J.  . 
in  1876  it  was  Is.  I04d  ; in  1877,  Is.  10id ; ami  in 
1878,  Is.  lOd 

37.  Have  the  Commissioners  formed  any  opinion 
whether  any  extension  of  the  town,  or  any  alteration  is 
desirable  ? — On  receipt  of  your  queries,  a circular  em- 
bodying the  substance  of  the  queries  was  sent  to  th*> 
Commissioners,  as  a matter  to  be  considered  at  their 
next  meeting.  1 put  it  this  way,  “to  consider  a series 
of  queries  from  the  Municipal  Boundaries  Commis- 
sioners,” so  as  to  give  them  an  idea  that  there  was  such 
a thing  in  existence.  They  met,  and  amongst  other 
business  this  came  before  them,  and  I have  copies  of  the 
queries  here  with  the  answers  given  thereto  at  the  time. 

38.  Then  the  fiist  of  the  replies  is  that  the  Commis- 
sioners wish  for  extension  on  the  south  side  for  a par- 
ticular reason  ? — So  it  would  appear  from  the  reason 
expressed  in  the  answer. 

39.  How  many  Commissioners  were  present  at  that 
meeting  when  the  queries  were  considered?— Eight. 

40.  Were  they  unanimous  ? — Quite  so, 

41.  Do  yon  know  the  opinion  of  the  seven  who  were 
not  there?— -I  do  not.  I believe  some  of  the  absent 
Commissioners  are  here  to-day  and  they  will  answer 
for  themselves. 

42.  How  is  the  town  supplied  with  gas  at  present ! 
By  the  Gas  Company  ; the  Town  Commissioners  ply- 
ing in  the  same  manner  as  ordinaiy  consumers. 

43.  By  the  thousand  feet? — Yes,  so  much  by  the 
thousand  cubic  feet. 

44.  What  rate  do  they  pay  ? — S s.  id.  per  thousand. 

45.  It  is  by  meter? — Yes,  it  is  measured  by  meter. 

46.  How  many  lamps  are  there  in  the  town ? — Fifty- 


47.  How  is  the  town  supplied  with  water '?— Then- 
are  four  public  pumps  within  the  township,  and  there  is 
one  exactly  on  the  border,  and  this  one,  although 
outside  the  boundary,  is  practically  within  the  town, 
so  that  there  are  five  public  pumps. 

48.  In  which  direction  is  that  one  outside  the 

boundary  ? — On  the  south  side.  . 

49.  Would  it  be  included  in  the  extension  that  is 

alluded  to? — It  certainly  would.  , 

50.  The  pumps  are  under  the  care  of  the  Guardians 

—Yes,  of  course ; I may  add  that  there  are  a largo 
number  of  private  pumps.  . . 

51.  Is  the  public  supply  of  water  considered  sufncien  , 
or  has  any  question  been  raised  about  it  ?— Never 

52.  Either  as  to  the  quantity  or  the  quality ?-—  ’ 

occasionally  the  water  becomes  muddy,  and  then 
pumps  undergo  the  process  of  cleansing. 

53.  By  the  Guardians  ? — Yes.  T • 

54.  And  that  is  done  by  them  when  wanted 

55.  Have  the  Commissioners  considered  . 

tion — the  wish  of  becoming  the  urban  authority 
own  opinion  is  they  would  not  do  tlie  work  as  sa 
factorily,  and  they -would  not  wish  to  have^tliejAm^ 
airangements  vested  in  them.  At  p '*  * ’ov 
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everything  as  done  very  satisfactorily  by  the  Guardians, 
but,  of  coui'se,  that  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that- 
there  are  four  or  five  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Board 
of  Guardians  already. 

5G.  In  this  extension  you  have  alluded  to,  was  there 
any  particular  area  mentioned  ? — I think  no  definite 
area  was  mentioned. 

57.  Is  the  railway  station  inside  the  township 
boundary? — It  is  the  mearing ; the  township  ends  there. 

5S.  Have  the  Commissioners  control  over  the  cars 
in  the  railway  yard  ? — They  have  not. 

59.  Is  that  outside  the  town  ? — No ; it  is  within  the 
township  boundary. 

60.  Then,  it  is  on  private  property  ? — Yes,  that  is  the 
railway  property.  The  enclosure  belongs  to  the  railway 
company. 

61.  Is  the  mealing  on  the  near  or  the  far  side? — It 
is  on  the  far  side. 

62.  There  are  markets  held  in  the  town  ? — Yes,  two 
markets  generally — a market  on  Tuesday  and  there  is 
another  on  Saturday. 

63.  Are  there  any  schools  in  the  town  ? — There  are 
extensive  schools  in  the  town. 

64.  Then,  it  is  a place  to  which  the  children  of  the 


neighbouring  farmers  come  for  school  purposes  ? — Cer- 
tainly, from  a considerable  distance. 

G5.  From  how  far,  would  you  say  ? — About  a mile 
perhaps,  not  much  further. 

66.  Are  there  schools  scattered  about  the  country 
furtlier  out  ? — There  are. 

6 1 . But,  within  a mile,  they  come  into  school  in  the 
town  1 — I am  quite  sure  they  do. 

68.  What  fail's  have  yon  ?— Twelve  in  the  year. 

69.  What  is  the  character  of  the  country,  say  within 
half  a mile  all  round  outside  the  present  boundary  ? — 
It  is  principally  an  agricultural  district. 

70.  Are  there  many  gentlemen’s  places  within  that 
district  ? — Not  unless  you  take  in  Charleville  Castle. 

71.  That  is  a good  deal  more  than  half  a mile? — 
Considerably  more. 

72.  This  map  represents  the  boundary  pretty  fairlv  ? 
— Pretty  fairly. 

73.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  any  of  the  people 
living  outside  and  adjoining  the  present  boundary  as 
to  whether  they  wish  to  be  taken  in  1 — I am  not  aware ; 
I have  no  opportunity  of  knowing. 

7 4.  Is  there  any  tiling  else  you  wish  to  have  recorded? 
— No.  I think  you  have  asked  everything  I am  in- 
terested in. 


Dr.  Michael  Joseph  Mooeeiiead  examined. 


75.  You  are  Chairman  of  the  Tullamore  Comniis- 
missioners  ? — Yes. 

76.  Have  you  been  long  a Commissioner  ? — I be- 
came a Commissioner  about  1870,  and  in  1872  I 
became  Chairman  of  the  Board. 

77.  Mr.  Lynam  says  it  is  the  feeling  of  the  Com- 
missioners that  they  would  rather  not  become  the  urban 
authority  ? — That  is  my  opinion  too. 

78.  You  think  the  other  Commissioners  agree  in  that 
'inion  ? — I never  heard  one  of  them  dissent  from  it. 
hey  may  have  then-  own  opinion  upon  it,  but  I never 

‘ -aid  it.  I infer  that  the  feeling  is  so  in  consequence 
1 : the  satisfaction  they  seem  to  feel  at  the  mode  in 
\ inch  the  business  is  conducted  by  the  Guardians. 

i 9.  How  is  the  town  off  as  regards  sanitary  arrange- 
i i-uts  ? — I think  it  is  very  well  off.  There  were  some 
■ stations  defective,  but  they  are  repaired  now,  and 
- diink  it  is  as  well  off  as  any  town  I know. 

'0.  Is  anything  that  is  wanted  in  the  way  of  repairs 
nded  to  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  ? — Certainly.  Of 
’purse,  sometimes  they  may  not  be  able  to  undertake 

• work  as  quickly  as  necessary  in  a sanitary  point 
view,  but  they  don’t  lose  sight  of  it. 

h They  do  it  as  efficiently  as  the  Commissioners 
aid  ? — They  do. 

Is  there  any  contemplated  largo  expenditure  for 
■ ■ system  of  main  drainage  ? — No. 

•'j3.  Or  for  waterworks  ? — No.  There  are  no  water- 
hs,  save  the  public  pumps. 

4.  You  consider  the  water  supply  good'? — I do. 
■sionally  it  has  become  impure,  but  it  has  always 
- attended  to.  The  water  is  analysed,  and  when 
‘s  found  impure  steps  are  taken  to  remedy  it.  I 
p -.der  the  water  supply  better  than  in  any  other 
tud  town  I know  of. 

Have  you  yourself  considered  the  question  of 
extension  or  alteration  of  the  boundaries  1 — W ell, 

' >ve.n?t  considered  it  a great  deal,  but  some  of  the 
raissioners  have  considered  it  much  more,  and  they 
a to  be  of  opinion  that  extension  on  the  south  side 
' <lrahie  so  as  to  include  the  three  townlands  of 
•ruttin,  Spollanstown,  and  Ballynagh ; one  of  them 
r erely  a field,  there  are  two  residences  on  it. 

„ y°u  coincide  in  the  opinion  about  the  ex- 
-ion?— Well,  I do. 

“ extension  contemplated? 
•ly  brother  Commissioners  seem  to  think  it  would 
1 the  area  more  uniform  and  make  the  taxation 

• ' equitable.  There  is  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  has 


considered  the  matter  more  fully  than  I have,  and  he 
seems  to  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  in  that  respect. 

88.  Had  the  Commissioners  before  them  any  details 
of  the  additional  area,  or  of  the  additional  valuation, 
that  would  be  brought  in  by  the  extension  ? — They 
had  some.  There  would  be  an  addition  I think,  of 
700  or  800  acres,  with  £100  increase  in  valuation. 

89.  Mr.  Lynam,  Town  Clerk. — Of  the  Spollanstown 
townland  we  have  86  acres  with  a valuation  of  £104 
in  the  town  already.  The  total  of  it  is  326  acres,  and 
the  valuation  £743.  Ballynagh  comes  near,  but  it  is 
outside  the  town.  It  contains  87  acres,  and  the  valua- 
tion is  £65  1 0s.  Of  Kilcruttin  we  have  36a.  Ir.  2p., 
valued  at  £32  3s.  The  whole  of  Kilcruttin  is  83a. 
Ir.  7p.,  and  the  valuation  of  it  is  £236  18s. 

Dr.  Moorehead’s  examination  continued. 

90.  You  see  that  the  extension  to  the  extent  of 
these  townlands  would  make  the  boundary  go  much 
further  to  the  south  than  to  the  north?— Yes ; I see 
that,  and  that  is  objectionable  if  it  could  be  avoided. 

91.  Do  you  know  of  any  reason  why  it  should  not 
be  extended  to  the  north  to  the  same  extent  ? — I don’t 
know. 

92.  As  you  don’t  wish  to  become  the  urban  authority 
for  sanitary  matters,  of  course  you  have  not  considered 
the  question  whether  you  would  wish  to  take  up  con- 
trol of  the  roads,  and  become  the  authority  over  the 
roads  also,  within  your  district  ? — That  is  a question 
that  was  considered  a long  time  ago. 

93.  You  can’t  get  control  over  the  road  without 
first  becoming  the  urban  sanitary  authority? — The 
Commissioners  were  not  aware  of  that  or  they  might 
have  taken  another  view  of  the  matter.  The  roads 
was  a subject  that  occupied  attention  two  or  three 
years  ago,  and  it  was  very  anxiously  and  warmly  de- 
bated, and  steps  were  taken  to  get  the  Grand  J ury  to 
consent  to  the  transfer. 

94.  The  Act  of  last  year  gives  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  power,  under  certain  circumstances,  to 
give  the  control  of  the  roads,  and  to  take  all  the  fiscal 
powers  from  the  Grand  J my  and  give  them  to  the 
Commissioners,  but  it  only  enables  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  give  the  powers  to  urban  sanitary 
authorities  ? — I don’t  think  that  was  considered  by  the 
Board ; they  were  not  aware  of  that. 

95.  Supposing  you  were  in  a position,  as  no  doubt 
you  will  be  at  the  next  census,  to  get  that  authority, 
being  a town  of  over-  6,000  inhabitants,  would  it  be 
your  private  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable  to 
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take  up  tlie  control  of  the  roads'? — It  would,  and,  I 
think,  that  opinion  is  shared  in  by  the  other  Com- 
missioners. 

96.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  opinion  of  the  rate- 
payers about  any  extensiou  of  this  kind,  or  has  it  been 
before  the  ratepayers  ? — I think  not. 

97.  Then  I don’t  suppose  you  know  the  opinion  of 
any  of  the  outsiders  in  these  townlands? — I have  not 
the  least  idea. 


98.  Are  the  receipts  of  the  Commissioners  sufficient 
at  present,  or  do  they  want  more  income  ? — They  have 
plenty  of  money.  We  have  money  to  our  credit  in 
bank,  and  we  are  proud  of  it,  and  all  with  a G J 
rate. 

99.  Is  there  anything  else  that  occurs  to  you  bearm* 
on  the  question  of  tlie  extension  of  the  boundaries! 
— No. 


Mr.  William 
Adams. 


Mr.  William  Adams  examined. 


100.  I am  a Commissioner  of  the  town.  I agree 
fully' in  what  the  Chairman  has  said  as  to  the  extension. 

101.  Do  you  know  these  particular  townlands 
alluded  to  ? — Yes,  I do. 

102.  What  reason  is  there  for  including  Ballynagli, 
and  not  extending  the  houndary  to  the  north  1— Well, 
we  think  that  by  taking  in  these  three  townlands  tlie 
boundary  would  be  more  uniform,  and  prevent  the 
land  occupiers  to  tlie  north  saying  the  boundaries 
extend  too  far  on  that  side,  and  only  went  so  far  as 
the  opposite  side. 

103.  But  if  you  put  in  Spollanstown,  the  boundary 
will  extend  much  further  to  the  south  than  to  the 
north  ? — I think  you  will  find  it  not  very  much ; it  is 
a long  tail  of  poor  land.  It  may  appear  long  on  the 
map,  but  there  is  some  bog,  and  it  is  poor.  The  small 
amount  at  which  it  is  valued  shows  it  is  not  worth 
much,  and  it  is  included  principally  for  uniformity  sake 
and  to  prevent  other  people  grumbling. 

104.  What  is  the  difference  in  the  quality,  is  tlie 
land  on  tlie  north ; is  it  much  richer  than  on  the 
south? — It  is,  and  there  are  more  residences.  We 
don’t  think  it  would  be  worth  while,  for  the  small 
amount  of  rates  we  would  get,  to  alter  the  boundaries 
on  the  north,  but  we  think  by  altering  the  boundary 
on  the  south  we  are  only  doing  what  is  business-like 
and  for  the  sake  of  uniformity.  The  value  of  the  land 
on  the  north  would  he  still  equal  to  that  on  the  south. 


105.  The  valuation  of  what  lies  to  tlie  north  of  tlie 
town  now,  would  be  fully  equal  to  what  lies  to  the 
south  with  the  addition  proposed? — Yes. 

106.  Take  Ballynagli — why  should  it  he  brought 
in  ? — Because  it  lies  between  Kilcruthin  and  Spollans- 
town. 

107.  No,  not  at  all? — Then  it  must  extend  further 
south  than  I thought. 

108.  Ballynagli  is  to  the  west  of  Kilcruthin  al- 
together?— Well,  could  we  have  the  other  two  and 
leave  out  Ballynagli.  We  could  leave  out  Ballvnagh; 
it  was  merely  for  appearance  sake  we  proposed  to  take 
it  in,  and  not  so  much  coveting  the  valuation  of  it,  for 
it  is  only  £65  a year. 

109.  Was  there  any  special  reason  ? — No,  it  is  only 
for  uniformity.  It  would  not  give  us  £6  in  the  year, 
for  the  rate  would  be  only  half. 

110.  You  want  to  have  the  boundary  more  uniform  1 
— That  is  the  only  reason,  and  to  take  away  the  ground, 
from  under  the  feet  of  some  in  the  north  who  say  we 
did  not  do  them  justice. 

111.  You  mean  you  did  not  do  them  justice  in  fixing 
the  original  boundary? — Yes,  in  taking  them  in  and 
leaving  others  on  the  south  out. 

112.  Whereabouts  is  this  complaint  made,  for  tlie 
northern  gentlemen  appear  to  be  as  near  the  town  as 
the  others? — We  have  northerns,  but  we  have  none  of 
the  southerns  in  at  ail. 


Dr.  Mooreheid 


Dr.  Moorehead  recalled. 


113.  In  saying  that  we  did  not  want  any  more 
money,  what  I meant  was  that  we  had  enough  money 
without  over-drawing  our  account  in  the  bank,  hut  if 
we  had  an  opportunity  of  getting  more  money,  we 
could  know  how  to  lay  it  out. 

114.  Are  there  any  works  which  are  necessary  and 
ought  to  be  done,  which  the  Commissioners  are  not 
able  to  do  for  want  of  funds?— I think  the  footpaths 
would  be  a matter  of  great  importance  and  the  crossings 
and  matters  of  that  kind. 

115.  Do  the  Grand  J ury  help  you  in  these  matters  ? 
—They  show  a disposition  to  help  us  in  the  crossings, 
but  unfortunately  the  scale  of  remuneration  allowed 
by  the  county  surveyor  is  so  small  that  contractors 
retuse  to  put  in  tenders,  and  the  work  fell  to  the 
ground.  I was  under  the  impression  that  the  Grand 


Jury  passed  the  presentment  for  the  crossings  but  I'm 
told  that  is  not  so. 

116.  Is  the  town  well  lighted,  or  are  you  restricted 
in  the  lighting  for  want  of  funds? — So  far  as  we  go 
we  are  restricted  in  nothing  of  our  present  require- 
ments, but  there  are  additional  requirements  which 
we  have  not  entered  upon. 

117.  Are  these  essential  matters  ? — No,  I don’t  think 
they  are,  but  of  course  the  town  would  be  nicer,  and 
neater,  and  be  attended  with  a smarter  appearance 
and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  if  what  I speak  of  was  dona 

118.  But  you  have  not  exceeded  one-half  your 
rating  powers  at  any  time  ? — No.  For  the  last  four 
years  it  has  been  fluctuating  between  6 d.  and  8 d.  m 
the  pound. 

119.  Then  you  are  not  only  out  of  debt,  but  you 
are  not  wanting  money  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  Lynam,  Town  Clerk,  recalled. 


120.  The  Commissioners  in  adopting  the  Act  d 

not  adopt  that  portion  o f it  having  reference  to  tl 
•treets,  and  they  would  not  have  power  to  erpend  an 
thrng  on  the  streets,  so  that  if  they  had  the  {nonev  t 
morrow  they  could  not  spend  it.  J 

121.  Then  have  you  no  power  to  control  hackne- 
carnages?— None,  and  what  is  more,  we  have  ni 
even  power  to  number  the  houses. 

122.  Then  you  have  no  by-laws  of  any  kind?— W. 
There  wea  lot  of  things  omitted  from  the  orde 
which  would  have  cost  nothing,  and  which  would  hai 
been  very  u^firi,  but  there  was  great  opposition  £ 
the  time,  and  there  was  difficulty  in  getting  the  ordei 


123.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  question 
applying  for  an  extension  of  the  powers  under  e 
order  ? — We  have,  and  we  applied  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  have  an  opportunity  of  paving  ® 
streets  and  numbering  the  houses,  and  they 
saying  that  the  Commissioners  should  fall  bade  up® 
the  usual  way  of  giving  effect  to  the  views  of  the  ra 
payers. 

124.  Do  you  mean  that  they  thought  the  r&tepayej* 
would  not  consent  ? — Not  exactly  that,  but  they 

not  go  raise  the  question  again. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


563 


Mr.  Patrick  Euax  examined. 


124.  You  are  a Town  Commissioner  of  Tullamore  1 
— I am. 

125.  You  know  the  extension  talked  of  ? — I do. 

126.  Dovouknow  the  townland  of Ballynaghl — Yes. 

127.  Do  you  know  any  special  reason  for  bringing 

it  in’ 2s o,  except  to  square  the  boundaries. 

128.  If  you  look  at  the  map,  and  take  the  pink  line 
to  be  the  present  boundary,  and  the  red  line  to  be  the 
proposed  extension,  it  doesn’t  appear  to  me  to  be 
sfjiiaring  the  boundary  ? — If  I was  asked  my  own 
private  opinion,  I would  say  the  other  boundary  would 
be  sufficient. 


129.  But  you  would  not  extend  the  boundary  to 
the  north  at  all! — No;  I don’t  think  there  is  any 
necessity. 

130.  And  there  is  no  necessity  for  extending  it  on 
the  south,  except  to  make  the  boundary  uniform  l — 
Tli  at  is  the  only  reason. 

131.  Where  do  you  take  the  central  point  of  the 
town  to  be? — Charleville-square. 

1 32.  Except  the  town  has  altered  very  much  since 
the  map  was  made,  the  north  appears  to  be  as  near 
the  centre  of  the  town  as  any  other  part  of  it.  There 
is  no  town  north  of  the  canal? — No. 


Tullamore. 
Mai/  1373. 
Mr.  Patrick 


Mr.  Robert  James 

133.  You  are  a ratepayer  in  the  town? — Yes. 

134.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  whether 
extension  or  any  alteration  in  the  boundaries  is  re- 
quired ? — Yes ; I think  there  is  extension  required. 

135.  What  is  that  extension  ? — I think  the  lands  on 
the  southern  side  are  increased  in  value  by  the  position 
with  reference  to  the  town  more  than  those  on  the 
northern  side ; particularly  those  on  the  north  of  the 
canal.  You  see  the  canal  separates  these  lands  vexy 
much  from  the  town.  It  cuts  them  off. 

130.  They  have  several  bridges? — Well,  they  have; 
but  they  are  to  the  north-east,  and  these  lands  are 
comparatively  speaking  cut  off.  They  might  as  well 
be  two  miles  from  the  town  as  where  they  ave ; but 
the  lands  on  the  southern  side  are  all  increased  in 
value  by  the  position  they  hold. 

137.  When  you  say  the  lands  on  the  southern  side  do 
you  mean  within  or  without  the  boundary  ? — Without. 

13S.  They  are  increased  in  value? — Yes;  but  I 
think  towards  the  north  the  boundary  doesn’t  extend 
far  enough.  I am  speaking  of  the  north-cast  when  I 
speak  of  the  canal.  I don’t  know  exactly  how  far  the 
boundary  extends  in  that  direction ; but  I certainly 
think  the  boundary  should  be  extended,  so  as  to  bring 
in  these  quarries  of  Ballyduff  within  the  town,  if  not 
even  further. 

139.  Do  you  consider  that  the  boundaries  should 
he  extended,  so  as  to  include  these  quarries  to  the 
north-west? — Yes.  The  land  that  rims  round  is  all 
increased  in  value  in  consequence  of  its  contiguity  to 
the  town,  and  I think  it  only  fair  that  lands  that  are 
made  more  valuable  by  their  position  should  pay  part 
of  the  town  expenses. 

140.  On  account  of  the  advantages  they  get  from 
the  town  being  well  lighted  and  well  kept  when  they 
come  into  it,  and  on  account  of  their  children  being 
sent  into  school  in  the  town? — Yes. 

141.  How  far  do  you  think  these  advantages  extend, 
•so  as  to  make  it  fair  to  expect  that  contribution  ? — I 
tlnnk  these  quarries  would  be  a very  natural  boundary, 
and  I think  a circle  from  that  point  would  be  a very 
fair  boundary  to  take. 

142.  But  you  think  the  boundary  on  the  north-east 

should  not  be  extended? — Yes.  When  we  were 

originally  getting  this  Act  there  was  a good  deal  of 
opposition  by  the  ratepayers  and  from  .country  people, 
and  the  promoters  of  the  Act  did  not  feel  themselves 
strong  enough  to  go  in  for  a large  boundary,  because 
every  one  of  these  men  would  have  come  in  to  vote 
sg^ast  it.  They  had  merely  a bare  majority  in  favour 
of  it,  and  I conceive  it  was  just  considered  that  the 
railway  made  a kind  of  natural  boundary  that  would 
be  easily  defined,  and  the  consequence  was  that  this 
district  of  Spollanstown  was  all  left  out,  which  would 
nave  been  included  then  if  the  promoters  had  been 
sPro^g  enough  to  carry  it.  Everyone  who  lives  there 
would  have  come  in  to  vote  against  it. 

143.  And  as  far  as  you  know  would  that  be  the 
eelmg  of  the  inhabitants  now? — I should  say  it 

W°  i j"  v ^r'  ESan  ^ one  the  owners  there.  They 
would  be  opposed  to  it  merely  for  self-interest. 


Goodbodv  examined. 

144.  Sometimes  we  have  found  them  anxious  to 
come  in.  Is  there  any  general  feeling  among  the 
ratepayers  of  the  town  wishing  to  have  this  extension, 
or  has  it  been  before  the  ratepayers  at  all  ? — No,  it 
has  not,  but  I think,  as  a ratepayer,  that  it  is  only 
fair  to  the  ratepayers  of  the  town  that  these  people 
should  contribute.  After  all  it  is  a very  small  tax 
upon  them  ; it  would  only  be  three  halfpence  when 
we  pay  sixpence. 

145.  Then  the  object  of  extending  the  township  and 
bringing  in  the  new  area  would  be  to  reduce  the  six- 
pence you  are  paying? — Yes. 

14G.  And  not  to  bring  in  additional  money? — No, 
but  the  same  reason — that  the  want  of  strength  amongst 
the  promoters  to  carry  the  Act  with  full  powers  at  the! 
time  alone  prevented  their  seeking  full  powers ; that 
the  Commissioners  ought  to  have  powers  to  pave, 
because  there  are  a great  many  little  things  that  would 
be  done  in  the  town  that  the  Grand  Jury  cannot  be 
reasonably  be  called  upon  to  do,  and  which  they  won’t  do. 

147.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  that 
the  Town  Commissioners  should  have  the  fiscal  powers  of 
the  Grand  Jury  ? — That  would  be  going  a little  further. 

14S.  Well,  say  the  control  of  the  roads? — I think 
it  would  be  an  advantage.  Of  course  it  would  give 
them  a great  deal  more  responsibility. 

149.  Do  you  mean  tliat  they  would  be  able  to 
manage  the  roads  as  well  as  the  Grand  Jury  ? — I don’t 
see  why  they  should  not  be,  unless  it  would  involve 
a great  deal  of  expense. 

150.  How  would  it  involve  any  additional  expense, 
except  as  to  the  staff’  of  overseers  ? — There  would  be 
a staff  of  surveyors.  I think  it  would  be  a great 
advantage  to  the  town  if  the  representatives  of  the 
town  had  power  to  do  anything  that  ought  to  be  done 
in  the  way  of  keeping  it  in  proper  order.  I think  it 
is  a great  advantage  to  a town  to  be  kept  looking  well, 
if  for  nothing  else  than  to  give  us  a thriving  appearance, 
-whether  we  are  thriving  or  not.  It  makes  a town 
thrive  to  give  it  a thriving  look. 

151.  What  benefit  is  shared  in  by  the  people  living 
round  1 — I think  they  share  in  a variety  of  benefits. 
I think  they  ought  to  have  the  right  to  apply  for 
powers  to  supply  water  and  paving.  They  have  no 
power  to  do  anything  in  the  way  of  supplying  water. 
Anything  that  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  supplying 
water  has  been  done  by  private  subscription. 

152.  Is  that  not  done  by  the  Guardians  ? — No.  Mr. 
Egan  says  it  is  done  by  the  Guardians  since  the  sanitary 
powers  were  given,  but  I did  not  know  that.  The 
pumps  at  present  in  the  town  were  all  put  down  by 
private  subscription. 

153.  That  was  previous  to  1874  ?— Yes. 

154.  But  they  are  repaired  and  kept  in  order  now 
by  the  Guardians  1 — Yes,  I suppose  they  are. 

155.  Have  the  Guardians  power  to  put  down  a new 
pump  now  ? — I did  not  know  that  before,  but  at  all 
events,  I think  the  Commissioners  should  have  power 
to  pave  and  keep  the  town  in  proper  order. 


Mr.  Robert  J. 
Good  body. 
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Mr.  Lynam. 


Mr.  Lynam,  Clerk,  recalled. 


156.  What  are  the  receipts  of  the  Commissioners 
for  the  year  1S73 1 — £294  18s.  id. 

157.  Of  what  does  that  consist! — The  rates  amounted 
to  £111  9s.  Id.;  the  contribution  from  the  Govern- 
ment in  lieu  of  rates,  £1  Is.  1 Id. ; dog  tax,  £13  10s.  6d. ; 
fines,  £34  10s.  6d. ; petty  sessions  court,  £19  7s. ; and 
there  was  a sum  of  £10,  rent  received  for  this  house, 
portion  of  which  is  let  to  a tenant.  That  makes 
altogether  £294  ISs.  id.  The  total  expenditure  for 
the  year  1878  was  £204  13s.  Si/.,  leaving  a balance 
in  favour  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  end  of  the  year 
of  £90  4s.  8d. 

158.  How  did  yon  start  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year? — £104  19s.  4d.  to  our  credit.  Our  year  com- 
mences on  the  1st  October,  so  that  last  October  we 
had  this  £90  4s.  Sd.  on  hand.  I take  this  from  the 
audited  abstract  of  accounts. 


159.  What  did  the  expenditure  consist  of  generallv? 

—Salaries,  £47.  There  was  a sum-  of  £4  for  audit  to 
the  Local  Government  Board;  rent  of  the  house 
books,  fuel,  die.,  £17  Gs.  lOd.  ; gas  and  lmktins  fJ 
1878,  £6S  7s.  lOd.  ° ° 

160.  Was  that  a complete  year’s  lighting  ? Yes. 

New  lamp-posts,  £18  16s. ; painting,  £10  *10s.  9,/.  • 
total,  £97  6s.  7d.  for  the  lamps  and  lighting  of  that 
year  ; fire  engine,  cost  and  repairs,  £18  17s. ; watering 
the  streets,  £3  10s. ; printing,  stationery,  &c.  £4 
15s.  6 d. ; advertising  and  postage,  £4  3s.  1 Id.  - 
sundries,  £3  18s. 

161.  The  rent  you  received  was  for  portion  of  thi 
house  ? — Yes,  the  portion  let  to  a tenant.  We  receive 
a profit  rent  of  £10,  and  pay  a rent  of  £14  ourselves. 


Mr.  John 
Tarleton. 


Mr.  John  Tarleton  examined. 


162.  Are  you  a Commissioner  of  Tullamore  ? — Yes. 

163.  You  have  heard  what  the  Chairman  has  said 
about  extension  ; do  you  agree  with  him  in  the  desi- 
rability of  there  being  an  extension  of  the  township  ? 
— Yes. 

164.  For  what  reason  ? — That  I think  it  woidd  just 
bring  it  as  near  as  possible  equal  with  every  other  side 
of  the  town.  The  south  now  at  the  railway  is  not  in 
the  town. 

165.  You  consider  that  the  town  goes  up  to  the 
railway! — Yes. 

166.  Do  you  know  the  townland  of  Ballynagh  ? — 


I do  not  I never  heard  of  it  until  I came  here  to- 
day. 

167.  Where  do  you  live ? — I live  in  Charleville- 
square,  and  I have  land  outside,  as  we  all  have. 

168.  Mr.  Lynam. — Woidd  it  be  possible  to  include 
only  half  way  across  a townland,  taking  in  half  of 
Spollanstown  ? 

169.  Mr.  Tarleton. — The  only  reason  we  take  in 
Spollanstown  is  not  to  divide  a townland. 

170.  You  think  some  of  the  townland  should  be 
taken  in,  and  that  it  is  just  as  well  to  take  it  all  in  ? — 
Just  so. 


Mr.  Goodbody. 


Mi-.  Goodbody  recalled. 


171.  You  think  the  town  to  the  south  ought  to 
go  to  the  Bog  of  Ballard  1 — Yes.  It  is  a very  natural 
boundary,  and  in  fact  it  is  the  distance  that  is  always 
looked  upon  as  forming  part  of  the  town  ; and  there 
is  a wood  runs  along  to  the  very  road,  and  it  would 
form  a good  natural  boundary  both  ways. 

172.  Mr.  Lynam. — In  fixing  the  quarries  at  Bally- 
duff  as  a bouudaiy,  we  must  not  forget  that  we  have 
not  the  whole  nor  one-third  of  that  townland  within 
the  township,  and  that  we  would  have  to  cut  up  that 
townland  by  going  out  as  far  as  Ballyduff,  for  the 
quarries  are  in  Srah  townland. 

173.  Mr.  Goodbody. — The  quarries  ax’e  exactly  on  the 
edge  of  the  boundary,  but  the  owner  lives  in  Ballyduff. 
I think  the  boundary  should  run  up  to  Mr.  Rook’s 


farm,  nob  to  include  Rook's  farm  but  to  run  as  far  as 
the  farm,  which  should  form  the  boundary  of  the  town. 

174.  Mr.  Lynam. — That  is  the  very  first  farm  on 
the  townland  of  Ballyduff,  and  meaning  Srah. 

175.  Mr.  Cotton. — You  think  that  the  boundary 
should  run  so  as  to  include  the  townland  of  Srah  and 
part  of  Ballyduff! — Yes.  It  appears  that  the  resi- 
dence of  the  man  who  holds  these  quarries  is  just  over 
the  boundary.  But  there  is  Mr.  Rook.  He  has  a 
large  farm  there  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  and  my 
idea  was  that  the  township  boundary  should  just  ran 
as  far  as  it,  but  not  to  include  any  part  of  it.  Mr. 
Rook’s  farm  is  the  one  immediately  meaning  Srah. 

176.  Mi’.  Lyncm. — It  is  the  very  first  farm  there. 


Ur.  James 
Sullivan. 


Mr.  James  Sullivan  examined. 


1 1 / . You  are  a Commissioner! — Yes.  At  first  it 
was  not  proposed  to  extend  the  boundary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  money  at  all. 

178.  You  consider  the  extension  proposed  is  right, 

in  order  to  make  a uniform  boundary  ? That  is  the 

only  motive  from  first  to  last. 

179.  You  don’t  think  the  boundary  ought  to  be 

extended  on  the  north  side  at  all! No. 

ISO.  Nor  to  the  north-west!— It  would  not  add 
much  to  the  funds  of  the  Commissioners,  and  it  is 


only  to  make  it  look  more  uniform  that  extension  is 
proposed  at  all. 

181.  And  to  distribute  the  rates  more  fairly? 
"Well,  only  in  a small  way. 

182.  "What  you  anticipate  from  extension  is  not  a 
great  increase  of  money,  but  a more  fair  distribution 
of  what  is  wanted  ? — Just  so ; to  make  the  boundary 
more  like  a circle. 

The  inquiry  then  terminated. 
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